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Graham crusade reaps 10 ﬂﬂu-plus decisions for Christ

By Trennis Henderson
Editor

LOUISVILLE—TIt was classic Bil-
ly Graham.

Rising slowly from his seat and
stepping to the podium in the center
of the massive outdoor stage, the
white-haired 82-year-old evangelist
was greeted with an enthusiastic
standing ovation.

More than 37,000 people wel-
comed him to the opening night of the
June 21-24 Greater Louisville Billy
Graham Crusade in Papa John’s Car-
dinal Stadium.

Joking about the rainy weather,
horse racing and pizza, Graham quick-
ly endeared himself to the expectant
crowd—as if that were necessary.

He then launched into an impas-
sioned sermon that touched on every-
thing from social injustice, poverty
and racial tension to AIDS, loneliness
and cults.

At the end of his 30-minute mes-
sage, more than 1,700 people respond-
ed to his invitation to make a public
decision for Christ. The number of
people responding swelled to 10,321
by the close of the four-day crusade.

“People are searching for some-
thing that can only be found in God,”
Graham told the crowd. Despite the
rapid cultural changes in today’s so-
ciety, he added, “God hasn’t
changed.”

The world’s best known evange-
list, who last held a full-scale crusade
in Louisville 45 years ago, empha-
sized that God is unchanging in His
holiness and in His judgment. He said
other things that remain unchanged
are the Bible, moral law and the way
of salvation.

Crusade tally

“The Bible teaches there is only
one way to heaven and that way is by
the cross,” he declared. “In the last
generation, the only way to God was
through Jesus. In the present genera-
tion, the only way to God is though
Jesus.

“I’'m not declaring unto you a dead
Christ,” Graham said. “He’s alive.
He’s never going to change. But you
must change. Have you changed?”

Sharing a simple, straightforward
plan of salvation, Graham said the
keys to spiritual life are to repent of
one’s sins, believe in Jesus Christ and
confess God openly. “If there’s a
doubt in your heart about your rela-
tionship to God,” he said, “come and
settle it tonight.”

With the turnout increasing night-
ly, total attendance for the four-day
event topped 190,000, more than
40,000 above what organizers had
anticipated.

The crowd mushroomed to 57,500
on Sunday night, setting a stadium at-
tendance record. The overflow crowd
included an estimated 7,500 people
watching the crusade’s final service
on a large screen set up outside the
stadium.

“This is the week we have been
waiting for,” said Al Mohler, chair-

man of the local crusade executive
committee. He noted that organizers
had been waiting, working, hoping
“and most importantly, we have been
praying for this.” Mohler is president
of Louisville’s Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, home to the Billy
Graham School of Missions, Evange-
lism and Church Growth.

Jeff Anderson, the Graham asso-
ciation’s Louisville crusade director,
said leaders were thrilled by the atten-
dance and spiritual impact of the cru-
sade. “I believe God has poured out
great favor on the community,” he
said. “It’s a God thing. It’s exciting.”

Last weekend’s crusade is one of
only two that Graham has scheduled
this year. The next one will be in Oc-
tober in Fresno, Calif.

Declining health has limited the
famed evangelist’s preaching sched-
ule in recent years. He suffers from
Parkinson’s disease and hydroceph-
alus and has spent several months in
the hospital and physical therapy ses-
sions in the past year.

Despite his health problems, Gra-
ham stood and preached each night of
the crusade. His sermon topics includ-
ed the prodigal son and his return to
his father; Solomon’s quest for fulfill-
ment found only in God; and the val-
ue of every human soul to God.

“I’ve come here just to proclaim
the gospel of Jesus Christ,” Graham
told reporters. Although “I may be one
of the oldest evangelists in history to
still be holding meetings like this,” he
added, “I intend to preach as long as I
live.”

Graham’s son, Franklin, who now
heads the Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association, accompanied his father
to the Louisville crusade. The young-

er Graham, who also heads the Samar-
itan’s Purse international relief orga-
nization, introduced his father to the
Friday night crowd.

“What my father is here to talk to
you about is a personal relationship
with God’s Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ,” he said. “If you’re here and
you’re not sure of your salvation, then
you can be sure.”

Longtime Graham associates Cliff
Barrows and George Beverly Shea
helped lead the Louisville event. They
were joined by a high-profile lineup
of musical guests including Larnelle
Harris, Ricky Skaggs, Michael W.
Smith, the Gaither Vocal Band and
Third Day. A Saturday night “Concert
for the Next Generation,” which at-
tracted a crowd of 47,000 people, fea-
tured Christian artists dc Talk, Kirk
Franklin and Jennifer Knapp.

Other ministry efforts held in con-
junction with the crusade included a
Saturday morning “Kidz Gig,” a
blood drive, a “Love-In-Action’ col-
lection of school supplies for under-
privileged children and evangelistic
rallies at area prisons.

Art Bailey, Graham’s coordinator
of counseling and follow-up, said the
impact of the crusade and related
projects should be felt throughout the
region for years to come.

“We know this is only a begin-
ning,” he explained. “This is like a
Pentecost. God is adding to the
church. We are excited about seeing
God begin to multiply the results. We
may not see the results of this crusade
for five or 10 years.”

“It’s not over,” Graham agreed
during the crusade’s final message.
“It’s going to continue in the church-
es after we’re finish



“The child that is
most likely to have
a happy and useful

life is a child
reared in the home
with the parents,
not in a child care
center.”

Paige Patterson,
president of
Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary

BAPTISTS

Two seminaries shut down campus child care centers

By Tony Cartledge
North Carolina Biblical Recorder

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (ABP)—
Two Southern Baptist seminaries have
announced plans to close campus
child care centers.

The decisions by leaders at South-
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary
in Wake Forest, N.C., and Midwest-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Kansas City, Mo., come one year af-
ter Southern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary in Louisville reversed a similar
decision.

Southeastern Seminary President
Paige Patterson, former president of
the Southern Baptist Convention, cit-
ed “ideological problems” with the
school sponsoring child care as one of
the reasons for closing the Ruby Reid
Child Development Center.

The center, which has served both
seminary and community families for
decades, was designed as a learning
laboratory for seminary students while
providing care for children ages 2 to
5, according to Beth McLeod, who
directed the program from 1965-85.

That is no longer seen as the cen-
ter’s function. Patterson said the cen-
ter doesn’t fit into the school’s “State-
ment of Institutional Purpose.”

Providing day care “is not really a
part of our mission, especially when
the vast majority of our clients are
from the community and not stu-
dents,” he said. “We have no program
for early childhood education, and the
center serves no educational purpose.”

In separate letters to student par-
ents, community parents and the cen-
ter’s 21 employees, Patterson listed
several reasons for the closure. He told
parents from the community that the
children had been “an infinite spring
of happiness” but that child care is not
the seminary’s focus, and he was con-
cerned about the seminary’s liability

Austin as president.

B Messianic group affirms SBC ties. The
Southern Baptist Messianic Fellowship reversed a
decision earlier this year to sever ties with the
Southern Baptist Convention. Fellowship
members, meeting in conjunction with the SBC
annual meeting, ruled that former president James
Austin’s decision to cut organizational ties to the
SBC was unconstitutional. Austin conducted a mail
poll of members who supported the decision but
the organization failed to ratify the decision
through a constitutional amendment. Ken Alpren
of Boynton Beach, Fla., was elected to succeed

M National WMU offices reorganize. National
Woman’s Missionary Union leaders approved
reorganization of the national office during an
Executive Board meeting held in conjunction with
the Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting.
WMU Executive Director Wanda Lee described the
new organizational structure as a “team-based
ministry approach.” She said the goal of the new
structure is to make the national office more
responsive to the needs of local churches. The
revised structure includes a missions resource
center, product development center and
operational services center as well as teams
responsible for missions innovation, leadership

BAPTIST DIGEST

development, financial services and other
administrative assignments.

B Church staff member taken hostage. A church
staff member escaped harm June 18 when a
homosexual activist angry at the Southern Baptist
Convention’s stand against homosexuality took
the staff member hostage. David Powell, minister
of maintenance and media at First Southern
Baptist Church of San Diego, was shampooing
carpet when Allan Ross entered the facility and
asked to speak to the pastor. As the two men
walked down the hallway, Ross pulled out a
jagged-edged glass bottle and threatened Powell.
Ross, who operates a homosexual Web site, told
Powell he wanted to talk to the media. After
Powell made contact with a local TV station,
police officers arrived on the scene and arrested
Ross without incident. He is charged with
kidnapping and burglary.

B Midwestern names vice president. Malcolm
Yarnell has been named vice president for
academic affairs and dean of the faculty at Mid-
western Baptist Theological Seminary in Kansas
City, Mo. He has served since August 2000 as
assistant professor of theology at Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas.

exposure.

To student parents, Patterson said
the seminary could no longer afford
the liability or the operating cost of
keeping the center open. Raising fees
to a break-even level would make it
impossible for students to afford the
service, Patterson said. The center re-
portedly has lost $332,000 during the
past five years.

“When we added it up, we deter-
mined that the seminary was spend-
ing $4,000 of Cooperative Program
funds per year per student child to pro-
vide day care,” Patterson said. “When
we raised rates in order to try to break
even, many of our students could find
more affordable services elsewhere.”

Concerning ideological problems
with seminary sponsorship of a child-
care center, Patterson said, “Recent
discoveries regarding children reared
in child care centers have only esca-
lated our convictions that the child that
is most likely to have a happy and use-
ful life is a child reared in the home
with the parents, not in a child care

center.

“However,” he added, “our posi-
tion on child rearing did not close the
center. Had that been the case, we
would have closed it nine years ago
when I became president.”

The center currently has 60 pre-
schoolers enrolled for the summer
program, with 86 children pre-regis-
tered for the fall semester, according
to director Tina Dekle.

Dekle has been director for seven
of the 12 years she has worked at the
center. Only 20 percent of the sum-
mer participants are children of semi-
nary students, she said, but about half
of those planning to attend in the fall
are from student families.

Some parents and others in the
‘Wake Forest community reacted with
dismay. Christie Pleasant of Youngs-
ville said her daughter Katie has been
in three other day care centers, but
none offered the level of care she re-
ceived at Ruby Reid.

In response to Patterson’s belief
that children should be raised in the

home, Pleasant said, “If this were a
perfect world, we would all stay at
home.” Citing financial pressure and
the need many families feel for both
parents to work, she added, “It’s not a
perfect world.”

A group of parents, including some
seminary students, met June 19 to dis-
cuss options for keeping the center
open as an independent facility. They
decided to write seminary trustees,
asking to use the current facility for
another year while they seek an alter-
nate location.

Although Patterson’s letter said the
center would close prior to the fall
semester, Dekle said Patterson has
offered to allow rent-free use of the
campus facility through December,
provided organizers agree to pay util-
ities and operate independently of the
seminary.

In a related development, trustees
of Midwestern Seminary approved a
motion earlier this year to close the
school’s child development center.

Midwestern’s child care facility
has been closed and reopened twice
since 1995. Interim president Micha-
el Whitehead reopened the center in

. August 2000, but new seminary pres-

ident Phil Roberts decided to close the
facility.

Despite an infusion of funds last
year, the facility continued to operate
at a deficit and enrollment included
only six or seven children from semi-
nary families.

Roberts said the report of deficit
spending and his view that the facility
“would not reach a break-even point
anytime soon” led to the decision.

“I wanted to stay focused on our
main assignment while encouraging
students to seek other alternatives than
professional day care in light of the
need for families to be strengthened
and encouraged,” he added.

With additional reporting by Baptist Press

“Son, this is your Mom’s and my official wed site.”
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Ugandan ‘missionary’ arrested in Kentucky fraud case

By Trennis Henderson
Editor

HARRODSBURG—A man ac-
cused of conning several Kentucky
Baptist churches out of thousands of
dollars and tons of donated clothing

_ is behind bars in Boyle County.

Daniel Lubowa, a Ugandan who
used the alias Mark Phelps, was ar-
rested June 9 after Larry Redding,
pastor of Bruners Chapel Baptist
Church in Harrodsburg, filed a com-
plaint against him.

Lubowa faces a felony charge of
theft by deception. A preliminary
hearing held June 22 in Mercer Coun-
ty District Court determined there was
sufficient evidence to send the case to
a grand jury.

Lubowa, the son of a Baptist min-
ister in Uganda, reportedly presented
himself as a missionary seeking to
help needy people in Uganda and
neighboring Sudan. Speaking in sev-
eral churches from Corbin to George-
town in recent months, he told about
overwhelming physical and econom-
ic needs in war-wracked Sudan. Sev-
eral churches responded by donating
money and clothing for him to distrib-
ute.

However, according to a Southern
Baptist missionary who has known

Lubowa for nearly 20 years, he owns
a hotel in Uganda, drives expensive
vehicles and reportedly has not distrib-
uted any donated money or clothing.

Larry Pumpelly, a Southern Bap-
tist International Mission Board strat-
egy associate in Nairobi, Kenya, said
Lubowa “is not at all a person of any
credibility in his own country. He has
continued to raise money and goods
for Uganda and Ugandans, but as far
as I can tell nothing has gotten to
Ugandans. I have never known of any
of the clothes he raised in the U.S.
going to Ugandans in a free distribu-
tion.” He added that Lubowa does
have a store in Kampala where he sells
used clothing.

Mark Kelly, an IMB spokesman in
Richmond, Va., said Lubowa has no
connection with the Southern Baptist
missions agency. “The IMB does not
endorse what he allegedly has been
doing in the churches,” Kelly said.
“Because of Southern Baptists” Coop-
erative Program approach to missions,
we don’t condone anyone soliciting
donations directly from individual
congregations.”

Redding said Lubowa first contact-
ed him by phone in March. He said
Lubowa wanted to visit him and ex-
press thanks for the church’s support
of the Cooperative Program. Redding,

moderator of Mercer Baptist Associ-
ation, invited Lubowa to meet with
him and other area pastors the next
day at the associational office.

Lubowa “said he had been sent
here by a group in Africa doing un-
dercover work in Sudan starting
churches,” Redding recalled. Noting
that Lubowa “is very articulate,” he
added, “He told about the great pov-
erty in Africa. He said there was no
income at all where he ministered.”

After the meeting, Redding invit-
ed Lubowa to speak at the associa-
tion’s Executive Board meeting.

“Everybody was very moved” by
Lubowa’s story, Redding said. As a
result, board members voted to ear-
mark the association’s annual cloth-
ing drive for Lubowa’s ministry ef-
forts. Redding said the project grew
from an associational event to a re-
gional emphasis, with churches donat-
ing nearly seven tons of clothing.

Lubowa also “started to be invited
to different churches in our associa-
tion,” Redding said. “He touched so
many hearts and churches started giv-
ing him nice love offerings.”

Earlier this month, associational
leaders were alerted that Lubowa’s
claims might not be legitimate. Red-
ding and other church leaders discov-
ered that Grace Ministries in Roches-

ter, Minn., and the African Baptist
Convention, two organizations with
which Lubowa claimed to be associ-
ated, apparently were sham organiza-
tions he set up.

Uncovering a lengthy pattern of
deceptive behavior, Redding said
Lubowa “‘has been doing this for sev-
eral years in at least seven states.” He
said his goal in filing a complaint
against Lubowa “is not to get back
money; it’s the principle of trying to
stop him from doing this again.”

W.O. Wilham, retired director of
missions for Mercer and South Dis-
trict associations, sent an e-mail alert
last week to all Kentucky Baptist di-
rectors of missions. He wrote that
churches in Boyle, Fayette and Mer-
cer counties had donated more than
$27,000 to Lubowa. He said Lubowa
reportedly has conducted similar
scams in Georgia, Hawaii, Minneso-
ta, Tennessee and Texas.

Lubowa “is a con at everything he
claims,” Redding said. “By the grace
of God we were able to have him ar-
rested. People are living in poverty
and he is a stumbling block because
people have lost their zeal to give to
missions.”

Although the whole situation
“makes me sick,” Redding added,
“You have to stop a stumbling block.”

Dravecky: God taught how to balance helping others & self

By Suzanne Darland
State Correspondent

ELIZABETHTOWN—In Gala-
tians 6:2 the apostle Paul encouraged
Christians to bear each other’s bur-
dens, but Jan Dravecky said she’s
learned verse 5 is equally valid in stat-
ing, “Each should carry his own load.”

Mrs. Dravecky, author of “A Joy
I’d Never Known,” said it took a per-
sonal bout with depression and panic
attacks to learn how to balance those
two admonitions.

A self-proclaimed “control freak,”
she said she found security in an or-
derly life.

Then her husband, professional
baseball pitcher Dave Dravecky, was
diagnosed with a cancerous tumor that
eventually led to the amputation of his
pitching arm.

That experience, coupled with the
sudden deaths of both her parents, spi-
raled her into depression that lasted
three years, culminating with panic
attacks and fear of leaving her home.

“Why is it that when every other
part of the body gets sick we can deal
with it by going to a doctor, but when
the brain gets sick we deny it?” she

asked women attending the Dayspring
women’s conference June 2 at Sever-
ns Valley Baptist Church in Eliza-
bethtown.

Christians, especially, feel they
shouldn’t get depressed, she said. But
depression is like any other body
chemistry abnormality, she added.

“Messages aren’t relayed proper-
ly,” she said. “You feel numb. ... You
can’t feel God because you can’t feel
anything.”

High school sweethearts, the
Draveckys became Christians through
the influence of other Christians while
Dave was playing with farm teams.

In 1987, after pitching a two-hit
shutout in the playoffs for the San
Francisco Giants, Dravecky felt a
lump in his arm. Several months lat-
er, on the couple’s 10th anniversary,
doctors removed half of his deltoid
muscle and, he was told, 95 percent
of the use of his arm.

But 13 days after surgery he was
lifting his arm over his head, and 10
months after surgery he pitched a 4-3
game against the Cincinnati Reds.

“I can’t say we named and claimed
the healing,” Mrs. Dravecky said.
“We just took it one day at a time.”

But in his next pitching date,
Dravecky made the pitch heard round
the world. Fans gasped as Dave’s arm
snapped and he crumpled on the
mound.

Dravecky told reporters, “He’s the
same God that healed me. God has a
purpose in all this.”

Shortly after, Jan Dravecky’s fa-
ther died of a heart attack while he
worked. Her mother had died under
similar circumstances years earlier.

Mrs. Dravecky said she “stuffed
the pain back down again,” refusing
to acknowledge the losses and con-
tinuing to care for her husband and
children.

After her husband’s tumor returned
and more surgeries led to a 10-month
bout with a staph infection, she start-
ed experiencing symptoms of depres-
sion. She began losing her memory.
She had chronic heartburn. She woke
up nightly and couldn’t go back to
sleep. “A black cloud followed me
unless I kept busy,” she said.

Then, while on a book tour after
her husband wrote “When You Can’t
Come Back,” Mrs. Dravecky began
having panic attacks.

After initial reluctance, the couple

began seeing a counselor and Mrs.
Dravecky began taking medication for
depression.

“Counseling was our spiritual sur-
gery,” she reported. “It exposed us to
the truths about ourselves and truths
about the Word of God.”

She said she learned that it was OK
to say “no” to others and take care of
herself. She said she also learned to
balance Paul’s advice to bear each oth-
er’s burdens and one’s own load.

The 10th annual women’s confer-
ence at Severns Valley Baptist Church
drew 375 women, according to coor-
dinator Denise Clements

In addition to hearing Mrs. Dravec-
ky, women also attended workshops.

Workshop leader Jennifer Walker
asked women to consider whether
they resemble Mary or Martha. “You
might be a Mary if you get caught up
in conversation and forget to serve
your guests,” she said. “You might be
a Martha if you’re in the kitchen the
whole time and miss out on the din-
ner conversation entirely.”

She urged women to work out the
balance of sitting and meditating at
Jesus’ feet and finding joy in their ser-
vice.

Cumberland College fire damages administration building’s chapel & organ

WILLIAMSBURG—A June 16
fire in Cumberland College’s admin-
istration building damaged a chapel
and organ, according to college offi-
cials.

Local fire officials were called to
the school’s Gatliff Memorial Build-
ing at approximately 8 a.m., June 16.

“All of the structural damage to the
building was contained to the attic
above the Gatliff Chapel,” said Sue
Wake, vice president for institutional
advancement at the college.

“We are currently working under
the assumption that the fire was elec-
trical in origin,” she added. “But, un-
til the state fire marshal completes his
investigation that’s only a theory.”

The Gatliff Memorial Building
was constructed in 1955. Administra-
tive offices are housed in the building
along with the chapel and several
classrooms.

The Gatliff Memorial Chapel was
renovated in 1992. The renovation
included the installation of stained

glass windows that depict events in the
life of Christ and the history of the
college. The windows were not dam-
aged, a school spokesperson said.

“First and foremost we are truly
thankful that no one was injured in this
fire; buildings can be replaced but
lives cannot,” said Cumberland Col-
lege President Jim Taylor.

“The interior of the Gatliff Chapel
was damaged by smoke and water and
will be replaced and repaired accord-
ing to need,” he said. “In addition, an

impressive pipe organ that was in-
stalled when the building was con-
structed was also destroyed.”

The fire was classified as a four-
alarm blaze, according to James Priv-
ett, of the Williamsburg Fire Depart-
ment. “We may have over estimated
a bit, but we didn’t know what we had
till we got here.”

Members of the Williamsburg,
Emlyn, Western Central, Three Point
and Pleasant View fire departments
helped contain the fire.

Campbelisville to
offer certificate
for bivocationals

CAMPBELLSVILLE—
Campbellsville University
has created a certificate
in Christian ministry
program specifically for
bivocational ministers.

The university’s
school of theology
designed the certificate
program to give
bivocational ministers
basic training and
orientation for ministry,
according to Mike
0’Neal, coordinator of
Campbellsville
University’s Center for
Bivocational Ministry.

“With the approval of
the certificate in
Christian ministry,
Campbellsville University
is sending a message
particularly to
bivocational ministers,”
0’Neal said. “That being,
‘We want to help you as
you serve the Lord.”

The certificate in
Christian ministry
program is a 27-
semester hour program
consisting of nine
classes, O’Neal said,
including introductory
courses in Old
Testament and New
Testament, evangelism,
preaching and pastoral
ministry.

The school is seeking
to develop convenient
locations and schedules
for the program, O’Neal
added.

“With nearly 70
percent of all Kentucky
Baptist pastors being
bivocational, we at
Campbellsville University
see this program as
being critical in terms of
providing them withi
excellent educational and
ministerial training,” he
said.

For more information,
contact O’Neal by phone
at (270) 384-3176 or
by e-mail at
moneal@kih.net.
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Capital concerns

I watched the June 11 debate on
capital punishment between Al
Mohler and Phil Donahue on “Larry
King Live.”

Mohler made two statements I do
not believe are accurate. I realize he,
like most fundamentalists, believes in
capital punishment. However, in his
role as president of Southern Baptists’
oldest seminary, you do expect a more
accurate interpretation of Scripture
than he gave when he said Jesus
placed His stamp of ap-
proval on capital punish-
ment when He said He
came to “fulfill the law.”

This raised a red flag
with me so I checked sev-
eral commentaries includ-
ing “Word Pictures” by
A.T.Robertson who is re-
garded as Baptists’ most
outstanding Greek schol-
ar. Their comments are similar: Jesus
came to fulfill the law by lifting it to
the higher law, which is love God and
your fellow man. This statement had
nothing to do with capital punishment.

Jesus’ one encounter with capital
punishment came when self-righteous
men wanted to stone a woman caught
in adultery. Jesus said, “Let he who is
without sin cast the first stone.” I am
not questioning whether one has the
right to believe in capital punishment,
but one does have the responsibility
to be true to Scripture.

Mohler’s other statement is as
alarming because he said all of the
people who have died by capital pun-
ishment were guilty. This statement
was made in spite of the fact that num-
bers of prisoners have been released
from death row because of DNA tests
that found them not guilty.

I wonder if my associate may not
be right when he said the most horri-
ble punishment might be to live out
one’s entire life in a small cage like
an animal.

Such pronouncements as Mohler’s
lead me to believe that another semi-

FORUM

nary is needed in Kentucky to serve

the several states Southern Seminary
has always served.

John Dunaway

Henderson

Leave views behind

The fictional “Left Behind” series
of books by Tim LaHaye and Jerry
Jenkins might be giving some people
who are not well versed in the Bible
false hope that they can be saved after
the rapture, even if they had heard and
understood but not accept-
ed the gospel message and
salvation by Jesus Christ.

According to 2 Thessa-
lonians 2:7-11, people
who have heard but have
not accepted Christ as
their Savior when the rap-
ture occurs truly will be
“left behind.” It states that
“for this cause God shall
send them strong delusion, that they
should believe the lie.”

It is spiritually wrong to accept fic-
tional writings and ideological state-
ments by man as superior to God’s
Word and to incorporate such false-
hoods into Christian doctrinal belief.
Doctrine not verifiable by God’s
Word is false because it comes from
the heart of man, not from God.

The rapture, which ends the church
age, is the next event on Christiani-
ty’s prophetic calendar wherein all
Christians are suddenly removed out
of the earth “in the twinkling of an
eye” (I Corinthinas 15:52). Jesus
Christ immediately meets them in the
air (1 Thessalonians 4:17). With the
constraining power of the Church,
Christians and Holy Spirit out of the
way, the Antichrist can be revealed
and the tribulation period begins.

The 144,000 witnesses—12,000
from each of the 12 tribes of Israel—
are chosen and “sealed” by God to
protect them from the Antichrist (Rev-
elation 7:4-8). In their evangelical
mission they preach to billions of peo-
ple who have not heard the gospel

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION

Personal reflections on the SBC

The Western Recorder provided
comprehensive coverage of the South-
ern Baptist Convention last week but
I thought you might enjoy a personal
perspective.

racism and ethnic conflict and encour-
age downcast, strife-torn people.
Southern Baptists provide a signifi-
cant part of BWA support. Kim also
spoke on Sunday night at

The convention pro-
vides opportunities to spend
a few moments with people
you have not seen since the
last convention. Kay and I
were able to share meals
with some very special
friends and meet others in
the corridors, exhibit area,
hotel, airports or while
standing in line.

Bill Mackey

the Woman’s Missionary
Union annual meeting and
challenged Southern Bap-
tists to double the Lottie
Moon Christmas Offering
for International Missions
in order to get the gospel to

the unreached people
groups.
After the state executive

directors’ dinner with Life-

It was a special treat to
attend the Baptist World Alliance
breakfast and hear a great challenge
from BWA President Billy Kim. “We
Baptists have living water we can of-
fer the world’s people and I want the
entire world to taste that living water,”
he said.

The Baptist World Alliance unites -

43 million Baptists in a worldwide
community of more than 100 million
people to reach out in evangelism,
minister to the hungry and poor, heal
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* Way Christian Resources,
we had a special dialogue with Jerry
Rankin, president of the Southern
Baptist International Mission Board.
It was good to hear how God is at
work. In cooperation with other Chris-
tian groups, Rankin hopes that every
unreached people group can have a
Christian witness by 2010 and maybe
as soon as 2005. He said the Mission-
ary Learning Center in Richmond,
Va.,, is too small to accommodate the
orientation for so many missionaries

OPINION

message of Jesus Christ. The greatest
revival of all times will then take place
and millions of people will accept
Christ as their Savior.

While “Left Behind” might make
interesting reading, it should encour-
age readers to expand their studies of
Scripture and to be aware of the dan-
gers of false doctrines.

Ted Smith
Ashland

Don’t glorify war

It was bad enough that some of the
godliest men and women I have
known in my 76 years were fired or
harassed into resigning. It was bad
enough that I no longer want to be
called a Southern Baptist. Henceforth,
I am a “Jimmy Carter-type Baptist.”

It was even worse when bibliola-
try took “Christ as the criterion for
interpreting Scripture” out of the Bap-
tist Faith and Message statement. How
ironic: Baptists always have said, ‘No
creed but the Bible.” Now the Baptist
Faith and Message is made a creed
and the Bible is put above Christ.

Now it’s happened again. Broad-
man & Holman publishers contract-
ing to issue Oliver North’s novels is
horrendous. North and his crowd
called the Contras in Nicaragua free-
dom fighters and illegally shipped
arms to them. Nearly every Christian
group in Nicaragua felt the Contras
were terrorists. The Contras blew up
health clinics and anything else de-
signed to help the poor.

North was convicted, which was
later overturned on appeal. His nov-
els should not be put out by a Chris-
tian publisher. He and Broadman &
Holman seem to be trying to cash in
on the multi-million dollar bonanza
tapped by Tim LaHaye with his sen-
sation-seeking “Left Behind” series.

North has said his hero will be mil-
itary. Will he glorify war and promote
the end-justifies-the-means philoso-
phy of so many military leaders?

Bill Moore
Owensboro

under appointment. Although the risk
seems greater than ever, the number
of God-called missionaries continues
to grow.

Kay and I also attended the South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary lun-
cheon and heard President Albert
Mohler present plans for a $70 mil-
lion capital campaign for new hous-
ing; a Billy Graham School of Mis-
sions, Evangelism and Church
Growth building; and renovation of
Rice and Judson halls for use as a con-
ference center. The six SBC seminar-
ies are growing and finding new ways
to equip ministers and missionaries.

Our trip home was through South
Carolina, where I performed the wed-
ding for a niece in a rural community.
It was a delight to be a part of this
beautiful community wedding.

But most memorable, Kay and I
had the opportunity to accompany our
seven-month-old granddaughter, Lil-
lian Grace, on her first flight—Green-
ville, S.C., to Atlanta to Louisville.
She slept in my lap both flights. We
praise God that she is healthy and
growing.

Bill Mackey is executive director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Review 2001 Tax
Act; changes affect
estate, gift tax laws
By Laurie Valentine

On June 7, President Bush

signed into law the 2001 Tax Act.
In addition to
lowering in-
come  tax
rates, provid-
ing relief from
the “marriage
penalty” and
other incen-

FINANCIAL
tives, this act

makes some

significant changes to the estate and
gift tax laws.

Since 1917, the federal govern-
ment has imposed an estate tax on
the transfer of wealth at death. Un-
der the 2001 Tax Act, the federal
estate tax will be phased out through
a gradual reduction in the highest
estate tax rate (currently 55 percent).
The rate reductions begin in 2002
and continue until 2010 when the
federal estate tax will be complete-
ly eliminated.

In addition to phasing out the
estate tax, the estate tax exemption
amount (currently referred to as the
“unified credit” or “unified credit
exemption equivalent”) will jump
from $675,000 this year to $1 mil-
lion in 2002. In 2004 it will increase
to $1.5 million and in 2006 it will
increase to $2 million. The increase
in the exemption amount will effec-
tively eliminate federal estate tax
worries for most Americans long
before the estate tax actually is elim-
inated.

Unlike the estate tax, the federal
gift tax will not be eliminated. The
gift tax exemption amount will in-
crease to $1 million in 2002, but will
not increase further.

When the federal estate tax is
eliminated in 2010, the highest gift
tax rate will be the same as the high-
est income tax rate (35 percent un-
der the new tax law).

Beginning in 2010, when heirs
sell inherited property they may
have capital gains they would not
have had in the past. The new tax
act eliminates the current law that
provided for a “step-up” (increase)
in the basis of all property at death
from the decedent’s cost basis to its
date-of-death market value and re-
places it with a “carryover basis”
system for people who die after
2009.

The new carryover basis provi-
sions allow an estate to increase the
basis of assets transferred by a de-
cedent up to specified limits. How-
ever, the basis of an asset cannot be
increased above its market value.
Also, if you received an asset as a
gift within three years of your death,
your estate cannot increase the ba-
sis of that asset.

Your estate plan, whether sim-
ple or complex, will be affected by
these tax law changes. Take time
now to review your plan with your
legal and tax advisors.

Laurie Valentine is trust counsel for
the Kentucky Baptist Foundation




‘Discover how and when to share

feelings and hurts with spouse

Q: | feel lonely and confused. When things go badly at
work, | try to leave my problems there and not bother my
wife. Yet she expects me to share everything. | feel like I'm
doing her a favor by not bothering her with my worries but
she says she feels left out. Her reaction leaves me feeling
bad. How can we resolve our differences?

The first chapters of Genesis paint a
picture of spouses helping each other as
Adam and Eve face the painful experience
of being thrown out of the Garden of
Eden. Genesis 2:24 notes that “a man
shall leave his parents and cleave unto
his wife.” Now, as then, experiences of
both joy and pain are part of the sharing
that’s important in marriage.

Years ago, a book was written titled,
“Meet Me in the Middle.” That title gives some direction about
one way to resolve your loneliness. While you prefer
struggling with the pain alone, your wife prefers talking about
it. It may be that both of you can learn from each other.
Sharing concerns is part of the partnership of marriage. The
degree of sharing is what spouses need to negotiate.

A husband and wife sometimes have differing ideas about
what constitutes sharing. One partner might think that
sharing means coming up with solutions for problems. The
other partner might think that sharing means having
someone to just sit and listen to feelings. The bottom line is
that both are right. Sharing in marriage involves problem
solving as well as listening and being supportive.

Talk with your wife about your feelings. You might be
feeling too responsible for needing to have solutions for
everything. A strong marriage has room for uncertainty along
with the expectation that someone is there for you. You and
your wife can seek that balance in your marriage by talking
and supporting each other.—Suzanne Coyle

FAMILY

FORUM

Q: Is it OK for parents to argue in front of their children?

Disagreements and conflict are a part of any relationship,
including healthy marriages. Even couples who love each
other completely are not going to agree on everything.
Children need to learn that Mom and Dad sometimes see
things differently. However, parents need to be very careful
about how and when they express those differences.

Children look to parents for security and stability. Moms
and dads who constantly argue and fight in front of their
children fuel fears that already are present. Children wonder if
the family has enough money. They worry about whether
Mom and Dad will lose their jobs. They hear and internalize
the raised voices, accusations and harsh words. Many
children begin to wonder if their parents are going to stay
together. In short, when parents begin to fight, children
become afraid.

When children are present, be especially sensitive to
discussions that are developing into full-blown arguments.
Swallow your pride and be willing to let it go until later instead
of having to get in the last, often cutting word. Remember,
too, that many adult arguments concern things children do
not need to be worrying about. Don’t burden your children
with these problems.

Children will learn how to disagree by watching you, so
set a good example. Learn to disagree without being
disagreeable, and teach your children to do the same. As
much as possible, discuss your differences and have your
“fights” in private. If children do overhear a particularly
volatile argument, look for an opportunity to reassure them
that you still love each other. If they see you fight, make sure
they see and hear you make up.—David Garrard

Family Forum writers are Suzanne Coyle, director of Cornerstone
Counseling for Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children; David
Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist Church in
Louisville; Jon Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; Wade Rowatt, director of
the St. Matthews Pastoral Counseling Center in Louisville; and
James Stillwell, minister to singles at Inmanuel Baptist Church in
Lexington. Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder,
Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail us at wesrec @ntr.net.

OPINION

Graham’s life & ministry: It’s all about Jesus

It was everything organizers had hoped for—and
more.

From the weather and attendance to the media cov-
erage and spiritual response, the Greater Louisville Bil-
ly Graham Crusade was a rousing success. Total atten-
dance for the four-day event topped 190,000, including
more than 10,000 people who made public decisions
for Christ.

A host of local Christian leaders, trained
volunteers and talented musicians added to the
crusade’s impact.

But one person was the driving force be-
hind the crusade’s vision and spirit—just as
he has been in hundreds of crusades around
the world for more than 50 years.

What can be said about evangelist Billy
Graham that hasn’t already been said? De-
scribed by close friends and associates as a
genuinely humble servant of God, Graham has
preached the gospel to more than 210 million
people worldwide.

Perhaps no other person in the nation and

STRAIGHT
FROM THE

EDITOR

Trennis Henderson

compassion, conviction, character and passion, Mohler
added, “One word above all others says it all—evange-
list. He is an evangelist of the gospel.”

For his part, Graham continues to proclaim the gos-
pel despite his declining health. “I’ve been looking for-
ward to coming to Louisville for a long time,” he told
reporters. “My message here is the same: ‘For God so
loved the world. ..."”

Graham made good on that promise, de-
livering his trademark messages with a strong,
forceful presence that belied his 82 years.
“Jesus died publicly for you,” he told the at-
tentive crowds. “Surely you can come public-
ly to receive Him.”

One of the most striking aspects of Gra-
ham’s messages is the clear, consistent way
he presents the plan of salvation. “First, you
must repent of your sins,” he emphasized.
“Repentance means you are going one direc-
tion and you turn and go another direction and
you tell God you’re sorry for your sins and
He will forgive you.

certainly no other evangelical Christian lead-
er has consistently earned the respect and admiration of
millions of people. Among countless accolades, he had
been listed in the Gallup Poll’s “Ten Most Admired Men
in the World” more than 40 times. Receiving the Pres-
idential Medal of Freedom in 1983 and the Congres-
sional Goal Medal in 1996, he has eamned the status of
American hero.

Beyond the public spotlight, what makes Billy Gra-
ham who he is? And how has he been able to make
such a dramatic impact on modern Christianity?

The answer goes back to his personal humility, in-
tegrity and his reliance on God.

“God has raised him up in this generation as a man
of the gospel,” said Al Mohler, chairman of the crusade
executive committee as he introduced Graham on the
first night of the crusade. Citing Graham’s integrity,

“Secondly, you must believe,” Graham
continued. “You can only find forgiveness for those sins
through what Jesus did on the cross and through the
resurrection.

“Thirdly, you must confess God openly. That’s why
I ask people to come forward during these crusades.
You’re openly acknowledging Jesus as your Lord and
Savior.”

Responding to those simple words, thousands of
people made their way to the front of the stage each
night to confess their sins and trust Jesus as their per-
sonal Savior.

And that is the lasting legacy of Graham’s ministry
in Louisville and around the world.

In reality, it’s not about Graham. It’s about Jesus
Christ and the life-changing message of the gospel. And
Billy Graham wouldn’t want it any other way.
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“The trophy of the
victors will be
nothing but an ice
sculpture.”

Robert Thornton, an
elder from Virginia, on
the divisions within the
Presbyterian Church
(USA)

 simply bes?.a_use :
~ meetings of othes
}_ .fteach morality

Preshyterians seek ways to bridge major divisions

By Kevin Eckstrom
Religion News Service

LOUISVILLE (RNS)—When it
came time for delegates from the Pres-
byterian Church (USA) to vote on
whether to remove a ban on gay cler-
gy on June 15, the sky grew dark,
thunder clapped and sheets of rain
began to fall.

Once delegates had voted to lift the
ban, liberals said the raindrops were
God'’s tears of joy; conservatives saw
them as tears of pain. But they both
agreed that God was speaking—
though just exactly what was being
said was unclear.

The 2.5 million-member church’s
annual General Assembly meeting
ended June 16 on a very different note
than recent assemblies. Faced with a
choice between control by either the
left or right, delegates chose neither.

“T’ve seen assemblies when I think
most commissioners came pre-set,
ideologically committed to one side or
the other,” said Jack Rogers, a liberal
California theologian who presided
over the meeting as moderator. “But
these were just garden-variety Presby-

terians, just ordinary people from our °

churches.”
On a number of issues, Presbyteri-
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ans said the back-and-forth annual
fights must come to an end. Delegates
found a compromise on issues includ-
ing:

B Salvation. After months of de-
bate on the role of Jesus Christ in sal-
vation, Presbyterians said Jesus is
“uniquely savior” but left the door
open for God to save “those who may
never come to know Christ.”

B Theological differences. A 17-
member “task force” will spend the
next four years probing the deep doc-
trinal differences within the church,
reporting back in 2005 on ways the
church can come together.

B Offerings. The church declined
to force congregations to pay annual
dues, opting instead to keep the pay-
ments “voluntary rather than manda-
tory.” Some congregations upset with
church policy—on both sides—have
withheld their money in protest.

But by far the most contentious is-
sue facing the assembly was the gay
ordination debate. Liberals wanted the
5-year-old ban removed, arguing it
discriminates against gays and lesbi-
ans and causes needless division. Con-
servatives wanted it kept intact, say-
ing the church cannot sanction behav-
ior they believe the Bible condemns
as sin.

By a 60 percent majority, the lib-
erals won. The issue is far from set-
tled, however. The measure now must
be ratified by a majority of the 173
regional presbyteries. Last year a ban
on same-sex unions was passed by the
assembly but failed in the presbyter-
ies.

There was a growing impatience
among the delegates with efforts to
delay or defer action on gay ordina-
tion. After a self-imposed two-year
moratorium, most felt they had wait-
ed long enough. Delegates defeated
attempts to leave the issue for the task
force, and also to tinker with the ex-
isting language. Many saw that urge
to act as a sign of progress.

As conservatives grudgingly con-
ceded defeat, both sides lamented how
ugly the fight had become. “I’'m em-
barrassed, not by the vote, but by the
way we’ve treated one another,” said
Russ Ritchel Jr. of Winston-Salem,
N.C. “What God will hold me ac-
countable for is not whether I win or
lose. What He’ll hold me accountable
for is how I treated those I disagree
with.”

Some in the church questioned
where they go from here. Both sides
are gearing up for battles in the pres-
byteries, but there is a growing con-

cern from both camps on what will
happen to the other.

“The trophy of the victors will be
nothing but an ice sculpture,” said el-
der Robert Thornton of Virginia dur-
ing debate. “Maybe tomorrow, may-
be next week, it will melt, and it will
be nothing.”

Of top concern to everyone, but
especially church leaders, is a possi-
ble schism. Some 400 conservative
churches are rallying behind a “Con-
fessing Church” movement that holds
a traditional line on doctrine and sex-
uality. Conservatives say they have no
plans to bolt, at least for now.

Ecstatic with their victory on ordi-
nation, liberals say they are staying.
Several gay former pastors said they
were tantalized by the possibility of
returning to their pulpits, and liberals
claim “open and affirming” churches
are growing.

Rogers, who will travel throughout
the church during the next year and
try to keep both camps under the “big
tent” of Presbyterianism, knows he
has a tough year ahead.

“We’re in a bad place as far as peo-
ple having a sense of trust and being
OK in this church, and that’s deeply
troubling to me,” Rogers said. “I hope
we can address some of those issues.”

Meeting resistance to change, NAE head resigns

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

AZUSA, Calif. (RNS)—National
Association of Evangelicals President
Kevin Mannoia has announced his
resignation following a recent meet-
ing of the executive committee of the
umbrella organization.

Mannoia, known for making sig-
nificant changes in the association
since he came on board in 1999, said
the decision was a mutual agreement
with other committee members. His
resignation is effective July 7.

“I recognize that over the past few
years, I have stressed the system, by
both the magnitude of some of the ad-
justments and the rapidity of those
changes,” Mannoia said June 18.

“There’s a constituency out there
for whom these changes have under-
mined their expectation of the NAE
and they don’t agree or they don’t like
it and they wish that it were different
and I understand that.”

Edward Foggs, chairman of the
NAE board, praised Mannoia for his
“visionary” leadership but said there
were “divergent perspectives about
certain operational and fiscal matters.”

“We mutually agreed, that under
the circumstances, it would be, shall I
say, an unusual challenge for him to
give effective leadership,” Foggs said.

Mannoia, 45, bishop emeritus of
the Free Methodist Church of North
America, will depart before the com-
pletion of his three-year term.

Foggs, too, said Mannoia’s chang-
es happened too quickly for some
members of the organization. But he
said the financial struggles were a con-
tributing factor to the transition in the
organization, which includes 51 de-
nominations and about 250 ministries.

Mannoia moved the headquarters
of the NAE from the evangelical

stronghold of Wheaton, Ill., to Azusa,
Calif., a suburb of the more cosmo-
politan Los Angeles. He viewed it as
a symbol of the group’s desire to be
more racially and ethnically inclusive.

That commitment to inclusivity
extended not only to geography but
polity, when the NAE adopted a path-
breaking bylaw change that would al-
low denominations affiliated with the
more liberal National Council of
Churches to also affiliate with the
NAE. Such groups would have to ad-
here to the evangelical group’s state-
ment of faith. At March’s annual

meeting, the NAE board voted to re-
study the matter.

Under Mannoia’s watch, the Na-
tional Religious Broadcasters voted to
drop its long-term affiliation with
NAE. But the financial challenges
were cited as a significant issue.

According to figures from the
Evangelical Council for Financial
Accountability, the total income of the
NAE dropped from $1.5 million at the
end of 1999 to $1.1 million at the end
of 2000. The amount of donated in-
come dropped from $887,915 to
$564,614 in the same period.

July 9-11

Eastwood Baptist Church
of Bowling Green presents...

Children's Music Camp
with Kathie Hill

9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. (CT)

And for children’s choir leaders... F3~

Children’s Choir Leadership Training
with Kathie Hill

Tuesday, July 10 6:00-9:00 p.m. (CT)
That's right!! Kathie Hill, Dove Award winner &
creator of 24 best-selling children’s musicals

will lead both of these exciting events!

For registration information, call 270-842-7867.

KaTie Hill




Appointment delays halt religious freedom panel’s work

By Kenny Byrd
Associated Baptist Press

WASHINGTON (ABP)—Mem-
bers of the U.S. Commission on In-
ternational Religious Freedom and
other observers say the panel can-
not do its work because President
George W. Bush and House Demo-
cratic Leader Dick Gephardt, D-
Mo., have yet to make their appoint-
ments.

The commission currently has
only four of the required nine vot-
ing members. The commission must
have at least six members to carry
on its work and make policy recom-
mendations and issue reports on re-
ligious freedom.

~ Bush has failed to make his three
appointments, and Gephardt has
two. The terms of the previous com-
mission expired May 14. Since then
the few members on the commission
and its staff have had their hands
tied.

On June 11, Senate Majority
Leader Tom Daschle made his two
appointments: Firuz Kazemzadeh of
Alta Loma, Calif., and Charles Stith
of Boston.

Kazemzadeh was a former mem-
ber of the commission, appointed in
1999 by President Bill Clinton. He
is a senior advisor for the National
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is of
the United States.

Stith served as United States am-
bassador to Tanzania from 1998 to
2001. He is the founder of the Or-
ganization for a New Equality, a
nonprofit organization dedicated to
expanding economic opportunity for
people historically excluded from
the economic mainstream. He also
served as senior minister of the
Union United Methodist Church in
Boston and was a member of the
president’s special delegation to
monitor South Africa’s first multi-
racial elections.

Other appointed commission
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members are Dean Michael Young,
who was appointed by Sen. Trent
Lott, R-Miss., and Nina Shea, who
was appointed by Speaker of the
House Dennis Hastert, R-I11.

An earlier report stated that Bush
is considering naming Southern
Baptist official Richard Land, pres-
ident of the Ethics & Religious Lib-
erty Commission, to the panel. But
Bush has yet to make his final deci-
sions.

Meanwhile, members of the pan-
el whose terms expired in May said
the delay in appointments is “deep-
ly frustrating” and is “driving their
work to a halt.”

They also have voiced concern
that Bush has yet to name the am-
bassador-at-large who will head the
religious freedom office at the State
Department. Robert Seiple was ap-
pointed by Clinton to the post but
left last year to start a think tank on
conflict resolution.

The birth of the commission

came at the passage of the 1998 In-
ternational Religious Freedom Act.
The panel issues annual reports on
religious freedom abuses abroad and
makes policy recommendations to
the administration and Congress
about possible sanctions that could
make a difference.

At a recent Senate committee
hearing, Young, dean of the George
Washington University Law School,
told lawmakers that the panel “is
unable to make any policy recom-
mendations.”

Former commissioner Rabbi
David Saperstein of the Religious
Action Center for the Reform Jew-
ish movement agreed and also asked
lawmakers to fund the commission’s
annual budget request of $3 million.
Saperstein said the commission
would support changing the law to
appoint new commission members
to staggered terms so the panel’s
work can progress when some terms
expire.

Gonservative Ghristians snubbed
in Israel ambassador campaign

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (ABP)—A
campaign to get a conservative Chris-
tian activist appointed as U.S. ambas-
sador to Israel appears to have been
ignored by the Bush administration.

The snub has prompted com-
plaints that yet another Republican
president has used the Christian vote
to get elected and then failed to pro-
duce results.

An array of conservative Chris-
tians and Jews lobbyied the White
House to get Ed McAteer, a long-
time supporter of Israel and founder
of the Religious Roundtable, nomi-
nated as ambassador to Israel.

But the White House announced

May 25 that Bush will nominate
Daniel Kurtzer, former U.S. ambas-
sador to Egypt, as ambassador to Is-
rael.

“We were dropped like a hot pota-
to once they got out of these Chris-
tians what they wanted,” said Mc-
Ateer, 74.

“It’s a pattern with the Republican
Party,” agreed unsuccessful presiden-
tial candidate Howard Phillips, a
former official in the Nixon adminis-
tration who now heads the Conserva-
tive Caucus in suburban Washington.
“The Republican Party relies on one
group of people to get into office, then
another group of people to govern.”

Among those sending letters of
support for McAteer were Tennessee
Gov. Don Sundquist; Sen. Fred
Thompson, R-Tenn.; Adrian Rogers,
pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church in
suburban Memphis and three-time
president of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention; James Merritt, SBC president
and pastor of First Baptist Church of
Snellville, Ga.; Arkansas Gov. Mike
Huckabee, a former Baptist pastor;
Judge Roy Moore, of Ten Command-
ments fame in Alabama; Rafael
Grossman, rabbi at Baron Hirsch Con-
gregation in Memphis, the largest Or-
thodox Jewish congregation in the
nation; and Herbert Zweibon, chair-
man of Americans for a Safe Israel.

McAteer said as of June 12, he has
not received so much as a postcard
from the Bush White House, much
less any request for a formal interview.

News of Kurtzer’s nomination has
upset ultra-conservative Christians,
who called him the virtual embodi-
ment of what they perceive to be a
failed Middle East policy of the Clin-
ton administration.

Kurtzer is himself an Orthodox
Jew and a well-traveled veteran in the
Middle Eastern diplomatic communi-
ty. His nomination has been support-
ed by the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations, United Synagogue of
Conservative Judaism, Central Con-
ference of American Rabbis and the
Rabbinical Assembly.

Members of the
panel whose terms
expired in May
said the delay in
appointments is
“driving their work
to a hait.”

“We were dropped
like a hot potato
once they got out
of these Christians
what they wanted.”

Ed McAteer
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MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Cliff Barrows has worked
with Billy Graham for more
than 50 years. “A crusade
gives the world outside a
chance to see what the
_body of Christ is like when
they work together, sing
together, pray together.”
(Photos by David Winfrey)

Cliff Barrows finds delight in
helping volunteers sing with joy

By David Winfrey
News Director

LOUISVILLE—He might be
America’s best-known song leader,
but Cliff Barrows doesn’t consider
himself an accomplished musician.

“I don’t play the piano,” said Bar-
rows, 78, one day before the start of
the Billy Graham crusade in Louis-
ville.

“I think a musician who is not fa-
miliar with the keyboard has a great
handicap unless he has somebody that
he’s married to who can play for him,”
he said.

“And, of course, I was for 50
years,” he said, referring to his first
wife, Billie, who died of cancer in
1994.

From the beginning, Barrows has
directed music for Billy Graham’s ral-
lies and crusades.

Part choir director and part master
of ceremonies, Barrows is responsible
for the seamless progression of sing-
ers, speakers and other events leading
up to Graham’s message and invita-
tion to become a Christian.

“He is a little bit like John the Bap-
tist,” said Don Hustad, a professor of
music at Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary and a former organist for
the crusades. “Cliff Barrows is that
important person who really holds the
service. He’s the platform manager. ...
He emits a magnanimous spirit of
welcome and of joy.”

Yet if it wasn’t for a chance en-
counter during his honeymoon, Amer-
ica might never have gotten to know
and love Barrows. He said it was a
youth rally near Asheville, N.C., that
eventually linked his fate with that of
the famed evangelist.

“I met him when I was 22 and he
was 26,” he recalled of his meeting
Billy Graham in 1945.

Barrows and his wife had just grad-
uated from college and were staying
at the home of a friend who invited
them to an event where Graham was
speaking.

“When we arrived, the director of
the conference said, ‘Well, we have a
little problem tonight. We don’t have
a song director.’”

Before they could object, the Bar-
rowses’ host enlisted Billie Barrows
to play the piano and Cliff Barrows to
direct the music.

“With a big smile he said, ‘Come
on CIliff; we won’t be choosy. Let’s
go,”” Barrows recalled.

‘Within a month, Graham and Bar-
rows were at Winona Lake, Ind., at the
founding of Youth for Christ Interna-
tional.

The two worked together with
Youth for Christ before they later
formed the Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association. “We traveled all over
Europe together. I would lead the
music and he would preach at these
big youth rallies,” Barrows said. “The
Lord just knit our hearts together in a

very special way.”

But Barrows said that for three
years he entertained thoughts of go-
ing back to school for ministry train-
ing.

“And I made the decision about
1948 to not try to go back to seminary
and preach. I like to preach, but the
Lord spoke to our hearts and said,
“You be content to just stay where you
are and lead the music for Mr. Gra-
ham and help him any way you can,
and I’ll take care of the preaching end
of it,”” he recalled. “Well, He has, and
I’ve been able to preach in so many
different places.”

Hustad noted that Barrows has
filled a role important throughout
American revivals. “They never
talked of (evangelist Dwight L.)
Moody alone. It was Moody and
(song leader Ira D.) Sankey.” Like-
wise, Billy Sunday had Homer Rode-
heaver, Hustad said.

“In a sense, we should have been
talking all these years about ‘Graham
and Barrows,’”

While Barrows calls it a “great
privilege” to serve with Graham, Gra-
ham is equally complimentary of Bar-
rows’ importance to the success of the
crusades.

“From the moment I met Cliff Bar-
rows, I knew he had a rare combina-
tion of strengths,” Graham wrote in
his autobiography, “Just As I Am.”

“He loves music and he knows the
importance of music in touching the
hearts of an audience,” Graham wrote.
“When he leads the choir in singing
‘Just AsI Am’ when I begin the invi-
tation, he is just as much a part of what
the Holy Spirit is doing in people’s
hearts as I could ever be.”

For his part, Barrows said he ap-
preciates the uniqueness of each cru-
sade these days.

“I think each one is a little more
unique and special in that God has
extended our ministry to allow us to
hold another one,” he said.

During the team’s prayer time each
day of a crusade, that special feeling
is invoked, he added.

“Our prayer is, ‘Lord, make this as
exciting to us as if it was the first one

and as urgent to us as if it were the
last one,’” he said.

Barrows’ theology of music cov-
ers both Christians and non-Chris-
tians.

“A crusade gives the world outside
a chance to see what the body of Christ
is like when they work together, sing
together, pray together,” he said.

Christians get to experience the joy
of singing with other Christians of
various denominations, races and
backgrounds, he added.

“The Scripture says the Lord in-
habits the praises of His people, and I
think His spirit is evident in a special
way where His people are praising
Him.”

For non-Christians, songs prepare
their hearts for Graham’s upcoming
message. “I think the music, more
than anything else, prepares the hearts
of the people for the service.”

Working with thousands of sing-
ers who compose the 4,000-member
choir, Barrows is nonchalant about
how so many voices can come togeth-
er in just a few hours of rehearsal.

“If they start together and stop to-
gether, that’s the important thing,” he
said. “And hopefully they’ll get the
right notes in between, and they do.”

Besides, most choir members al-
ready know how to read music, he
noted. Others can follow the lead of
the person standing next to them, and
most of the songs are familiar to them.

“There have been many times in
years past where we only had one re-
hearsal 30 minutes prior to a crusade
service,” he said. “It’s no genius that
does this. It’s just the fact that they’re
anxious to sing and they’re attentive.”

Ultimately, it is passion, not abili-
ty that Barrows said has driven his role
with the Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association. “The Lord put a great
love in my heart to encourage people
to sing, and I’ve worked with volun-
teers all my life,” he said.

“I would rather have a choir of 100
volunteers than the finest profession-
als in the city if I had my choice,”
Barrows added. “We have a message
to sing about with joy, and that makes
all the difference.”

Former organist Hustad: Evangelistic meeting different from worship service

LOUISVILLE—As a seminary
music professor and a former organ-
ist with Billy Graham, Don Hustad
hopes church members realize that
Graham’s crusade meetings might not
be the best model for Sunday worship.

“Evangelism is not a worship ser-
vice,” said Hustad, who was organist
for the crusades from 1960-1967.

The biggest difference, he said is
that in an evangelistic service, every-
thing leads up to the gospel presenta-
tion and invitation to become a Chris-

8 WESTERN RECORDER M JUNE 26, 2001

tian. “In worship, we don’t have pre-
liminaries,” said Hustad, now a pro-
fessor at the school of music at South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Louisville.

“Everything in worship is worship,
and everything is as important as ev-
erything else,” he said. “The sermon,
but also the Scripture reading and the
singing of the hymns.”

Hustad noted that the crusades’ use
of recognized musicians, such as
Michael W. Smith, to attract younger

audiences has met with a mixed re-
ception. “The critics would say that
it’s entertainment to prepare to hear
the gospel.”

Hustad said he’s glad when peo-
ple are attracted to hear about Jesus.
A problem arises, however, when the
attraction of entertainment becomes
the model for a worship service, he
added.

“People identify what happened
when they were converted as being
sort of the paradigm of what should

be the norm of worship,” he said. “It’s
that confusion which has bothered me
most of my lifetime.”

Hustad, 82, said the crusade al-
lowed him to visit with many old
friends, but he said he’s happy in Lou-
isville. ,

“I have found since leaving the
team that I have found great excite-
ment in teaching young people to be
ministers of music in their own local
church and that has been even more
fulfilling for me.”



Musical artists deliver variety of

By Trennis Henderson
Editor

LOUISVILLE—From the foot-
stomping bluegrass music of Ricky
Skaggs to the hand-raising praise and
worship choruses of Michael W.
Smith, the Greater Louisville Billy
Graham Crusade showcased a med-
ley of musical styles and tastes.

Mix in legendary soloist George
Beverly Shea, a 4,000-voice choir,
Christian rock group dc Talk and
Psalty the Singing Songbook and ev-
ery performance added to the variety.

One thing that didn’t change from
artist to artist was the clear message
of the gospel.

“My goal is to prepare people’s
hearts to hear Billy’s message,” ex-
plained Smith, who has earned two
Grammy awards and more than 20
Dove awards during his 17-year ca-
reer in contemporary Christian music.

Noting that Graham is “an ex-
tremely humble man (who) always
turns the attention away from him-
self,” Smith said he’s honored to sing
at Graham crusades.

At age 43, Smith said he has
learned his music ministry “is not
about me. I'm seeking God and I'm
hearing Him a little more clearly.”

Singing a series of praise choruses
during the crusade’s opening night
service, Smith noted that “music is a
very, very powerful tool.” He said he
seeks to use his music “to soften some-
body’s heart for the gospel.”

“My goal is: ‘God, direct me to
sing the right songs,”” he said. “Dur-
ing worship, things happen, God
moves and people’s lives are
changed.”

Ricky Scaggs, who grew up in
Eastern Kentucky, has built a career
in country and bluegrass music. He
has earned four Grammies and €ight
Country Music Association awards,
including CMA'’s 1985 Entertainer of
the Year.

Before performing last week with
his Kentucky Thunder band, Skaggs

6’illy Crahare Crus?

told reporters his focus is somewhat
different from many full-time Chris-
tian musicians.

“I"'m not a Christian artist, but I am
an artist who’s a Christian,” he said.
Noting that every member of his band
is a Christian, he said many of their
performances allow them to present
the gospel in settings where non-
Christians are.

“We praise God in everything we
do with our music,” Skaggs said.
“When you do what you do unto
God’s glory, He blesses it.”

Prior to the crusade service, Skaggs
said, “I’m praying there will be a lot
of souls saved tonight. ... The Chris-
tian life is not always an easy life, but
it’s the only real life there is.”

Fellow Kentuckian Larnelle Har-
ris also sang during the crusade. Har-
ris, also a multiple Grammy and Dove
award winner, grew up in Danville
and now lives in Louisville, where he
is a member of Maple Grove Baptist
Church.

Harris said it’s always a privilege
to be invited to sing at a Billy Graham
crusade. Noting that the renowned
evangelist “has no idea who he is,”
Harris said, “Here is a man who
preaches a message and who is only
interested in one thing and that’s pro-

moting the gospel.”

Harris said the opportunity to min-
ister through Christian music is “the
greatest gig in the world.” He said his
goal is for his music to focus on a
message of love, hope, peace “and the
restoration of the most important re-
lationship in life” which is a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ.

In addition to musicians such as
Smith and Harris who have a long-
term association with Graham, sever-
al artists at the Louisville crusade were
participating in their.first event with
Graham.

Third Day, a Christian rock band
based in Atlanta, performed at the cru-
sade’s final cession Sunday night.

“To be part of the big show at the
Billy Graham crusade is an awesome
thing,” said lead singer Mac Powell.
He said the band is honored “to be
able to be part of that family to come
together to help share the love of God.
... Hopefully people will hear that word
and take it to heart.”

Sixteen-year-old Rachael Lampa
was the youngest artist featured dur-
ing the crusade. She gained Chris-
tian music acclaim when the title
track of her debut CD, “Live for
You,” hit No. 1 on Christian music
charts last year.

“I never thought I would be able
to be part of something so huge that
changes so many lives,” she said of
the crusade.

“All the performers and speakers
have something unique to offer,” she
said. Affirming the role of Christian
music in the Graham crusade and
other settings, she added, “Music
breaks down walls other things
can’t. It’s another way to spread
seeds.”

MUSICAL MEDLEY

A variety of musical sounds
and styles were shared by
performers during the
Greater Louisville Billy
Graham Crusade. ® Top
left: Michael W. Smith
leads a series of praise and
worship songs. B Top
right: Kentucky bluegrass
singer Ricky Skaggs (right)
and his band, Kentucky
Thunder, use guitars,
banjo, fiddle and mandolin
to proclaim the gospel.

M Far left: Larnelle Harris
of Louisville sings to a
hometown crowd in Papa
John'’s Cardinal Stadium.
M Left: The Gaither Vocal
Band sings before a record
stadium crowd of 57,500
people during the crusade’s
final service. M Bottom:
Sixteen-year-old Christian
recording artist Rachael
Lampa performs her No. 1
Christian hit, “Life for You”
(Photos by David Winfrey)
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“God has not
called us into the
church to be
productive. ... God
called us to be
reproductive.”

Art Bailey, decision
counseling director for the

Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association

Organizers hope counselors’ training la

By David Winfrey
News Director

LOUISVILLE—Ralph Stephens
said he quickly signed on to be a vol-
unteer decision counselor for the Bil-
ly Graham crusade, even though he
wasn'’t sure he was ready for the re-
sponsibility.

“It was scary for me, like I think it
was for a lot of people from my
church,” said Stephens, Brotherhood
director for West Broadway Baptist
Church in Louisville. “You’re talking
about someone’s salvation here, and
you don’t want to mess up the experi-
erce.”

When Graham invites people to
accept Jesus Christ as their personal
Savior or to make some other spiritu-
al decision, volunteer counselors pro-
vide the personal contact for each per-
son who responds.

Counselors walk people through
their spiritual decisions as well as pro-
vide them with materials, including a
copy of the Gospel of John and a four-
part Bible study. Counselors also col-
lect the respondent’s address and oth-
er information in order for the crusade
to follow up with other materials and
link him or her to a local church.

Stephens said the Christian Life
and Witness classes, five weekly
courses required for all counselors,
helped him assess his own spiritual
development as well as teach him the
mechanics of leading someone into a
personal relationship with Jesus
Christ.

Stephens said one comment by his
teacher encouraged him, pointing out
that counselors can have confidence
in the work of the Holy Spirit as well
as the preparation and witnessing ma-
terials. “I’'m not a perfect sower,”
Stephens said. “But we’re sowing
good seed.”

Building the confidence of local
Christians to help with evangelism is
a main goal for Art Bailey, decision
counseling director for the Billy Gra-
ham Evangelistic Association.

“We’re not here to just make deci-
sions, we're here to make disciples,”
said Bailey, 56.

Bailey said the training produces a
ripple effect that crusade organizers
hope will impact the evangelism strat-
egies of local churches.

attending the crusade put kits into bins as they
entered Papa John’s Cardinal Stadium.
1 Blood dril '
drives sought 1
Red Cross.

s

DECISION TIME Counselor Stanley Brown talks With soone who responed to Billy

Graham'’s invitation. Brown was among the approximately 3,000 people who signed up
to serve as counselors during the crusade. (Photos by David Winfrey)

“We could teach people how to be
a counselor on the field in an hour and
a half. That’s not what this course is
about,” Bailey said. “We’re talking
about changing the lives of people
who come and hear this information.”

Placed in the context of the cru-
sade, counselors are told they couldn’t
find an easier setting for leading some-
one to become a Christian. Those be-
ing counseled, teachers say, already
have decided they want to make a spir-
itual decision. All the counselors have
to do is help walk them through that
decision.

“We give them an absolutely fail-
safe place to do it in, in the beginning,”
Bailey said.

“What it returns to the church are
people that not only now know how
to do share the facts of the gospel, but
they’re actually done it. . .. And not only
have they learned it and done and been
successful at doing it, they have a
motivation to do it again. ‘This is
good. I can do this. I like this. God
blesses this. I want to do it some
more.””

Approximately 6,000 people took
the Christian Life and Witness cours-
es for the Louisville crusade, and
about half those applied to be counse-
lors.

Bailey said he wishes it was more,
but added that he’s not frustrated be-
cause he realizes that with only six
months’ notice, it was hard for church-

| School supply kits filla
n’s Cardinal Stadium.

es to schedule one more item. “T want-
ed it to be 20,000, just because I know
what it can mean to the city.”

Too often, he said, churches are
satisfied with members who come,
give and take on a responsibility such
as teaching Sunday school or singing
in the choir.

“God has not called us into the
church to be productive. ... God called
us to be reproductive,” he said. “When
you begin to turn a productive church
member into a reproductive church
member, then we’re meeting the com-
mand of the Great Commission.”

Norman Coe, associate pastor at
Highview Baptist Church in Louis-
ville, said it was uplifting during the

courses to see people from a variety
of churches uniting for the same evan-
gelistic purpose.

“It’s good to know we’re coming
together and working for the same
thing: to get people saved.”

Stephens said he got chills down
the back of his spine on the first night
of the crusade during both the singing
and as Billy Graham took the stage to
a rousing standing ovation.

Relaxed during Graham’s sermon,
Stephens said the invitation was of-
fered before he had time to get tense
about his work.

“All of a sudden it was time to go
to work,” Stephens said. “I didn’t have
time to think about it or be scared or
anything.”

On the first night of the crusade,
Stephens said, he counseled a 22-year-
old woman who had been in church
all her life but hadn’t accepted Jesus
as her personal Savior.

“I thought I would be more ex-
hausted, but it really kind of pumped
me up,” he said. “I couldn’t sleep that
night.”

Please pray for us

I am continually amazed by the
number of you who read my col-
umn regularly. Based on the com-
ments I receive, many of you are
excited about what God is doing at
our youth camps at both Jonathan
Creek and Cedarmore. While the
start of our GA and Mission Adven-
ture Camps at Cedarmore is just a
few days away, we already have
completed the first two
weeks of youth camp.
And what a two weeks it
has been!

Both Cedarmore and
Jonathan Creek have
been packed to capacity
with youth hungry for a
fresh encounter with
God, and the results have
been exciting! While the
numbers are not yet com-
plete as I write this col-
umn, it appears that in the

KENTUCKY
BAPTIST
ASSEMBLIES

Rusty Ellison

take their toll on one’s body. The
spiritual challenges are numerous as
well. You can rest assured that the
enemy has our camps squarely in
his sights. Any place where God is
moving as He is here is a target for
Satan. We pray hour after hour, day
after day, that God would protect
every person who comes here as a
camper or works on staff.

So in the midst of all
the excitement, you can
participate in this minis-
try by covering us with
prayer. I often have been
reminded of our mission-
aries’ comments about
the importance of prayer
in their ministries around
the world. I feel the same
way regarding our camp-
ing ministries. Withouta
covering of prayer over
all that takes place this

first two weeks of our
camp ministry we have had be-
tween 80 and 100 professions of
faith! Praise the Lord for what He
is doing as we seek to reach this
young generation for Christ.

I have been reminded time and
time again in these first two weeks
of camp of both the challenges and
joys associated with this ministry.
The challenges are both physical
and spiritual. Physical because the
plain fact is that camping ministry
is very demanding. The hours are
long and hard. The heat and sun

summer at Jonathan
Creek and Cedarmore, we find our-
selves dealing with the challenges
out of our own strength, which be-
gins to ebb about halfway through
the summer. It is only through the
strength that God provides that we
are able to sustain the pace. Thank
you for your prayers. Keep lifting
us up in the weeks ahead. To God
be the glory.

Rusty Ellison is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Assemblies, Box 37,
Bagdad, KY 40003. Call (502) 747-
8911




Greater Louisv,'”e

By David Winfrey
News Director

LOUISVILLE—Sheryl McCall
didn’t want to miss a minute of her
experience of singing in the choir that
performed three of the four nights for
the Billy Graham crusade.

McCall, a member of Ballardsville
Baptist Church, was at the stadium
when the gates opened at 3 p.m., even
though services didn’t start until 7
p.m.

By arriving early, she got to hear
performers such as Michael W. Smith
and the Gaither Vocal Band rehearse
their performances. She also got a seat
near the front of her vocal section each
night.

“It has been the most incredible
blessing I have ever experienced in
my life,” McCall said. “It’s just a lit-
tle taste of what heaven’s going to be
like.”

Clara Tully, a member of Walnut
Street Baptist Church in Louisville,
braved the rain Thursday night in or-
der to get a front-row choir seat. “I
wanted to be a part of history.”

History and blessings were a com-
mon theme for choir members, who
opened most services, sang while the
offering was collected and on Sunday
accompanied George Beverly Shea.

As program director Cliff Barrows
led events from the stage, choir direc-
tor Tom Bledsoe worked closely with
the choir’s 4,000 singers.

Songs are chosen for their simplic-
ity and focus on inviting non-Chris-
tians to respond to the invitation to

Sy Graham Cros™

CRUSADE

Choir members excited to take part

in history

SINGING IN THE RAIN W Above: Chery!
McCall sings during practice for the
crusade’s 4,000-member volunteer choir.
M Right: Before a service starts, choir
members take part in “the wave” cheer.
(Photos by David Winfrey)

accept Jesus as their personal Savior,
he said.

While most singers come from
church choirs, Bledsoe is mindful that
many others with little or no choir
experience come wanting to say they
sang in the Billy Graham choir.

“Our music is arranged so it’s not
too difficult for a first timer,” he said.
The main instructions are to watch
Bledsoe so they’ll know when to start
and stop and “just to sing from their
heart,” he said.

Still, Bledsoe is mindful that even
some choir members might not be

; gl TGN
Christians. On the last night of the cru-
sade, he closed his pre-service instruc-
tions with a personal testimony.

The son of a church choir director,
he said it wasn’t until he was in col-
lege directing church music that he
realized he never personally had asked
Jesus into his heart. “Don’t let pride
or anything else stand in the way,” he
said. “If you feel the Lord calling your
heart, please answer.”

Cumberland College’s annual
Pastor/Staff and Family Confer-
ence is only a few weeks away,
July 16-18.

We are preparing for a wonder-
ful time of inspiration, Bible
study, learning and refreshment
and cordially invite you to be part
of our conference.

Rick Bowden, pastor of Orms-
by Heights Baptist

pastor. Bowden, a 1989

Pastor/Staff and Family Conference

Church in Louisville, EWI[\j[:]2;{#\{[1} $50. The price includes
will serve as conference COLLEGE lodging for two nights

study focusing on Genesis 1-12,
the 2002 Winter Bible Study. En-
tering a new century and millen-
nium provides a wonderful oppor-
tunity to review the opening chap-
ters of the Bible and hear again the
accounts of God’s initial work

with creation.
One person can attend the con-
ference for only $30 and a family
can register for only

in college housing and
all meals from Mon-

Cumberland graduate,
has served as both a
youth pastor and pastor.
He has a passion for
reaching the younger
generation for Christ
and encouraging and
praying for pastors. His

day evening through
Wednesday noon.

To register or for
more information, con-
tact Wes Roy at (606)
539-4154 or by e-mail
at wroy@cc.cumber.

messages will be chal-
lenging and inspiring.

Vernon Cole, leader of the
church growth team of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention, will
serve as seminar leader. He will
lead four sessions discussing
church growth. His wisdom and
guidance will benefit us all.

Emory Riley, minister of mu-
sic at First Baptist Church of Hop-
kinsville, will be our music lead-
er: Riley will draw from his 20
years of experience in music min-
istry and is sure to bless us as he
leads us in worshiping God.

I will be leading the Bible

edu. The registration
deadline is July 9.

We would love to have you
and your family with as for this
wonderful time of fellowship in
Christ.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland
College, 6000 College Station Dr.,
Williamsburg, KY 40769

The ‘why’ factor

When you look at a map of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children
programs or check out our directo-
ry of services in the Baptist Chil-
dren’s Messenger newsletter, you
might be a bit overwhelmed by the
number of programs and campuses
we have. I’ve been here four years
now, and it sometimes still over-
whelms me. With an agency this
size with approximately
300 employees, serving
nearly 4,000 children and
families annually, you
might think we no long-
er need your presence on
our campuses and in our
offices. How wrong you
would be!

This year, KBHC be-
gins a new initiative to
recruit and coordinate
volunteers across the
state. We call it “KBHC,

Children.” Steve White-

goes on in our programs and on our
campuses. We also want to match
volunteers with the program best
suited for their gifts.

Mentors, tutors, Bible study
leaders, arts and crafts hobbyists
and other volunteers have a unique
impact in the lives of youth victim-
ized by physical or sexual abuse,
neglect or abandonment. Many

times, kids are suspicious

HOMES FOR of staff and say, “You’re
CHILDREN paid to take care of me.
You don’t really love

me.” Patience, sincerity
and consistency on the
part of our staff will
prove that child wrong,
but a child immediately
sees something different
in a volunteer. The
“why” factor is a strong
one. “You aren’t getting
paid for this? Why would

Keeping Busy Helping Bill Smithwick you come here on your

ley, a former direct care counselor

abethtown, is KBHC’s first volun-
teer coordinator. Whether a volun-
teer is stuffing envelopes, renovat-
ing a building, hauling food or lead-
ing a Bible study, Steve is there to
help every step of the way.
Volunteering is nothing new for
supporters of KBHC. With the ad-
dition of a volunteer coordinator,
we hope to do a better job of in-
forming people about the work that

at the Baptist Youth Ranch in Eliz-

spare time? Why do you
care?” Those are God-given oppor-
tunities to tell a child he is special,
loved and valuable. That is a gift
greater than any activity a volunteer
might undertake.

Think about it. If you have ques-
tions, call Steve at (800) 456-1386.

Bill Smithwick is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Road, Middletown,
KY 40243. Call (800) 456-1386.
KBHC'’s Internet address is: www.
kbhc.org
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Why Graham’s HQ is Minneapblis

LOUISVILLE—BIlly Graham was born and raised in North
Carolina, where he now lives. So why is the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association headquartered in Minneapolis?

The association’s location is linked to a dying man’s wish
for Graham to continue his work in the Twin Cities of
Minneapolis/St. Paul.

A.B. Riley, pastor of First Baptist Church of Minneapolis,
founded Northwestern Schools, consisting of both a liberal
arts college and a theological seminary.

Riley admired Graham, and in 1947, with his health
failing, Riley told the evangelist that he wanted Graham to
follow him as president.

“He insisted on at least designating me as the school’s
vice president at large, whatever that meant,” Graham wrote
in his 1997 autobiography “Just As | Am.”

Graham protested but finally agreed to serve as interim
president, if the need arose. After Riley’s death in December
1947, Graham became the youngest college president in the
nation, only four years after graduating from Wheaton
College with a bachelor’s degree in anthropology.

Graham refers to his role at Northwestern as “absentee
president,” addressing the needs of the school in between
speaking engagements around the country.

During his time at Northwestern, the evangelistic team felt
led to begin a nationwide radio ministry, according to Cliff
Barrows, Graham’s longtime music director.

The group needed an organization that could sign
contracts, so Graham turned to George Wilson,
Northwestern’s business manager, to help form the Billy
Graham Evangelistic Association, Barrows said.

“Since Minneapolis was his headquarters and Billy's
official business headquarters, though he lived down in the
Asheville (N.C.) area, we used that as our headquarters area
and it’s been a very fine choice,” Barrows said. “The people
have been wonderful to us and we love the Twin Cities,
although we’re not there very often.” —David Winfrey

Greater Louisv,'”e

Sy Graham Cros®

GRUSADE

Sunday’s crowd overflows Papa John’s stadlum

LOUISVILLE—Approximately
57,500 people attended Sunday
night’s crusade meeting, breaking the
attendance record for Papa John’s
Cardinal Stadium and forcing thou-
sands to watch the proceedings on a
large screen outside.

Linda Pfaffenberger rode a bus 3
1/2 hours from Ashland to hear Billy
Graham preach, only to be told the sta-
dium was full. She and approximate-
ly 40 others from her group sat on a
grassy bank, singing along with the
choir and listening to Billy Graham
preach.

Despite not getting inside the sta-
dium, Pfaffenberger said she wasn’t
frustrated to have to sit in the over-
flow area. “If it had been raining, may-
be, but this has been fine.”

Lee Bishop rode to the Sunday
evening crusade meeting with two
buses from Stithton Baptist Church in
Radcliff. The ride to Louisville took
40 minutes, and the buses sat another

40 minutes in traffic, he said.

“I knew once we got to the high-
way we weren’t going to get in,” he
said, sitting on a stadium sidewalk
eating nachos.

“Sometimes you make it. Some-
times you don’t,” he said “You can
worship out here just like you can
inside. It’s just a tad bit nicer in-
side.”

Dora Williams, an usher and
member of Lyndon Baptist Church
in Louisville, said the crowd was
well-behaved despite the problems
of overcrowding.

Decision counselor supervisor
Art Bailey said organizers had no
reason to believe overflow plans
would be used.

He attributed Sunday’s high at-
tendance to increased media atten-
tion on the crusade and God’s pow-
er. “God sometimes does things to
say, ... ‘I just want to show you one
more time that I’m in charge.’”

OVERFLOW Crusade attendees set a Papa
John’s Cardinal Stadium record Sunday
night as 50,000 people packed into the
arena. Another 7,500 people watched the
eventon a large screen outside the stadium
or listened to loudspeakers.

E. Kentucky church brings double its members to hear Graham

LOUISVILLE—A church in
Eastern Kentucky brought nearly
double its average attendance to the
first night of the Billy Graham cru-
sade meeting.

Winston McCarty, pastor of
Fleming Baptist Church in Fleming
Neon, said the church’s minis-
tries—not its Sunday worship—
was the driving force behind getting
53 people to the crusade.

Fleming Baptist Church has just
30 members, but it is host to a half-

dozen ministries, including food pan-
try, clothes closet, community garden
with canning services, an appliance
distribution program and baby servic-
es.

Supported by the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention, the church has been
able to minister to hundreds of fami-
lies in the region, McCarty said.

Randy Foster, director of Kentucky
Baptist Brotherhood, has worked
closely with McCarty on the minis-
tries. Foster told McCarty he would

find buses if McCarty would get a
group together. Initially, more than
200 people expressed interest, he said.

Of the 53 people who attended the
crusade, more than half were not in-
volved in any local church, he said.
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary volunteered to host the group for
dinner before the crusade.

Pointing to one man walking to
supper, McCarty said. “We can’t get
him to church, but at least we can get
him to the seminary.”

Thanks again, Kentucky Baptists Administering God’s business

Father’s Day has come and gone. I hope your
church shared the information that we mailed, and
I hope you learned more about Oneida.

In my column during the past two months and
in the Western Recorder insert two weeks ago, I
shared many stories from students who have found
success at Oneida Baptist Institute. Each student
comes to us with varying degrees of desire, moti-
vation and determination.

Two of our challenges are encouraging stu-
dents to do their best and helping them
believe in themselves. Years of failure
and disappointment can erode self-es-
teem. Letting students know we believe
in them can help them find direction in
life.

What an honor it is to be a “Father
to the Fatherless.” We are entrusted with
the lives of many young people who
have not been close to their fathers. The
vast majority of students looking for a
father figure come to us from broken
homes. Often they have little or no con-
tact with their fathers. Many students

tell us they have never even seen their W.F. Underwood

THIS IS
ONEIDA

the student work program. Most of the boys I
worked with each day did not have caring rela-
tionships with their fathers. Even though most stu-
dents were not excited about having to work in
the first place, they nearly always would respond
in a positive way to working with a man. Wheth-
er they were 12 years old or 18, they yearned for
a man to give them instruction. If they were cho-
sen to work with me on a project, they knew it
meant working a little harder and longer than the
other boys, but they welcomed the op-
portunity. Placing my hand on the
shoulder of a student while praising his
work nearly always brought a big smile
and a sense of self-worth.

I often think of a puppy who never
gets his ears rubbed enough. Many of
our students need that type of attention
desperately. We are privileged to work
in a special way with these young peo-
ple. What a blessing it is to have such
an influence in their lives. We realize
that we could not do what we do with-
out the financial, prayer and volunteer
support of our many friends.

fathers.
Consider that for a moment. No father to send
a Father’s Day card to. No one to call and ask
about your grades. When they see a commercial
about “Daddy’s little girl,” many girls on our cam-
pus wonder why Daddy doesn’t care about them.
Many of our students have godly homes where
they are loved. Even in homes that have been af-
fected by divorce, our students often have felt
loved and secure. While we are grateful for the
opportunity to help them, our hearts go out to those
who do not come from traditional families.
Before I was asked to serve as president, one
of my responsibilities was working with boys in

What value can you put on the op-
portunity to “Father the Fatherless?” I well re-
member when I came to Onéida and found those
who loved me as their own. Now, 40 years later, I
still cherish those acts of kindness. Rarely does a
day go by that I don’t think about those who cared
for me when I was in desperate need of a father.
To all who gave to the Father’s Day Offering,
and to all who support us on a regular basis, thanks
so very much for allowing us to share the love of
Christ in your stead!
W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www.
oneidaschool.org

Bell County native Donnie
Rosenbalm is Clear Creek’s new-
est employee. He began serviing
May 1 as director of administrative
affairs.

Donnie describes his Christian
conversion at age 39 as “a Dam-
ascus Road encounter. God demon-
strated His awesome power and to-
tally changed my life. I was deliv-
ered from a self-destruc-
tive lifestyle.” The evan-
gelistic zeal of his first
pastor encouraged Don-
nie to use his testimony
to reach others. The
church baptized people
for 37 consecutive
weeks.

“In 1998 I enrolled at
Clear Creek thinking I
would fulfill a pastoral
call. As it often happens
in a place of prayer and
worship, I discovered
God wanted me in a full-
time Christian vocation but not as a
pastor,” Donnie said. “I started
praying then that an opportunity for
service would open at Clear Creek.”

In Donnie’s first semester as a
student he and six other men from
different parts of the country
formed a prayer group and met each
Friday at 9 a.m. in the small prayer
chapel next to the creek. “We be-
came an accountability group and
helped each other be more respon-
sible to our families and to our

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

school work,” he said. “Those
friends have stayed with me.” Fel-
low students selected him as a rep-
resentative to the Student Advisory
Council.

‘Why would Donnie recommend
Clear Creek? “The education is
practical, and the quality is as high
as other colleges. The spiritual
growth and understanding of Scrip-
ture we gain is the best
reason.”

Responsible for col-
lege business affairs,
Donnie brings to his po-
sition a degree in busi-
ness and 25 years in a
supervisory role with
Kentucky Utilities. He is
a good model for church
leadership. At Mill
Creek Baptist Church he
is outreach director, as-
sistant Brotherhood di-
rector, a member of the
choir and church council.
His wife, Sandy, teaches Sunday
school. He has completed 15 hours
toward a master’s degree at Lincoln
Memorial University.

“As a former student I hope I can
be more understanding and helpful
of students who experience finan-
cial struggles,” he said. “The Lord
always prepares us for the job He
assigns us.”

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, KY 40977
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What’s your story?
Did you have a memorable experience at the
Greater Louisville Billy Graham Crusade?

Tell us your story in 300 words or less, and we’ll
reprint it in an upcoming issue of the Western
Recorder. :

Send your information to us one of three ways:

B Mail: Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville,
KY, 40253.

W Fax: (502) 244-6474.
B E-mail: wesrec@ntr.net.

PARTING SHOTS
Thousands of people
played various roles in the
Greater Louisville Billy
Graham Crusade June
21-24. From top left:

W A woman sits in the rain
before the first service of
the crusade. “l was
determined to come
tonight, rain or shine,” said
the woman, who declined
to give her name. “I'm here
to get a blessing from
this.”

W Soloist George Beverly
Shea sings during the
crusade.

M Billy Graham meets with
the media two days before
the crusade, emphasizing
he plans “to preach as long
as | live.”

W A Saturday night
“Crusade for the Next
Generation” featured
Christian artists Kirk
Franklin, Jennifer Knapp
and dc Talk.

W Platform personnel
during the four-day
crusade included Lincoln
Bingham, pastor of St. Paul
Missionary Baptist Church
in Louisville; Monica
Hardin, Miss Kentucky
2001; and Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary
President Al Mohler,
chairman of the crusade
executive committee.

M Ranay Pollock (second
from left), pastor of
Rockford Lane Baptist
Church, prays with other
volunteers. Dozens of
people gathered each night
in the stadium to pray for
the evangelistic services.
(Photos by David Winfrey)
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PEOPLE

PRAYER

PARTNERS

Please pray for these
people and projects,
which are part of
Kentucky Baptists’
partnership with Baptists
in Poland, Tanzania,
Europe and New
England:

M Forty Kentucky Baptist
who will lead
conferences and work
with preschoolers and
children at the European
Baptist Convention’s
summer assembly in
Switzerland July 5-12.

B Give thanks for the
recent first baptismal
service of a new
international Baptist
church in Milan, Italy,
led by missionaries Don
and Diana Barr. Two
adult women and two
children were baptized.

B Theodore Oprenov,
president of the
Bulgarian Baptist Union,
and the union’s 67
churches.

M Evangelistic outreach
‘ planned for “May Days”
by both French and
English-speaking
churches in Nice,
France.

M Jason, a businessman
from Mainland China
now living in Warsaw,
Poland. His wife, Wendy,
is a believer. Jason has
begun reading her
Chinese-language Bible
and enjoys visiting in the
missionaries’ home.

M A Baptist Student
Union group from
Mississippi working in
Tanzania this week.

B Give thanks for doors
that have opened for
literacy ministry among
the Digo peoples of
Tanzania.

W David Platt, pastor of
First Baptist Church of
Sudbury, Mass.

14

Compiled by Shirley Wooton

B COVINGTON—James Aber-
nathy has resigned as pastor of Lato-
nia Church to accept a pastorate in
Springfield, Va.

B EUBANK—Shelby Reynolds has
been called as pastor of Eubank Bap-
tist Church.

B JEFFERSONTOWN—IJefferson-
town Church will host David Living-
ston in concert July 15 at 6 p.m. San-
ford Hill is pastor.

B LEXINGTON—Bob Johnson, as-
sociate pastor of music and worship
of Ashland Avenue Church, will re-
tire in July and will be available for
worship ministry consultation. He
may be reached at (859) 263-9353.
B LOUISVILLE—Kevin Head, pas-
tor of Audubon Church, resigned to
become a pastor in Lumberton, N.C.

Beechmont Church called John
Dever as interim pastor. Dever is a re-
tired Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary professor.

Cloverleaf Church will host Sons
of Liberty in concert July 14 at 7 p.m.
For information, call (502) 367-0218.
Geoffrey Lacefield is pastor.

St. Matthews Church music min-

istries will present “The Home of the
Brave’ July 1 at 6 p.m. For informa-
tion, call (502) 896-8882. Tim Galy-
on is minister of music.
B OWENSBORO—First Church will
host Larnelle Harris in concert July
15 at 6 p.m. Garry Baldwin is pas-
tor.

Chip and Dawn Pendleton re-
signed as pastor and minister of mu-
sic, respectively, at Lewis Lane

Mountains to the Mississippi

‘Church. Chip Pendleton now is pas-

tor of Pleasant Grove Church at Shep-
herdsville.

B PADUCAH—TFirst Church called
Doug Crawley as minister of music.
Crawley previously served at Walnut
Street Church, Louisville.

Olivet Church ordained Minister of
Music Rich Gray to the ministry.
Also, the church recognized JoAnn
Cockrell for more than 30 years as
organist. On June 10, the church rec-
ognized Pastor Tommy Tucker and
his wife, Glenda, for 15 years as pas-
tor.

B SANDERS—KYyle May, pastor of
Jordan Church, resigned to become an
evangelist in Graceville, Fla.

B WILLIAMSTOWN—William-
stown Church called Steven Jenkins
as associate pastor. Jenkins previous-
ly served as pastor of Providence
Church.

M Editor’s Note: As administrative
secretary for the past three years, Shir-
ley Wooton compiled Mountains to
the Mississippi each week. She recent-
ly accepted a new position with the
Kentucky Baptist Convention church
music department, and we appreciate
the work she has done for us.

Christian leaders share testimonies
about God’s leadership in their lives

LOUISVILLE—State and com-
munity leaders from Louisville may-
or David Armstrong to Miss Kentucky
shared the platform with Billy Graham
during the June 21-24 Louisville cru-
sade.

Armstrong and Jefferson County
Judge Executive Rebecca Jackson
welcomed Graham to the region.

Noting that Graham’s last major
crusade in Louisville was in 1956,
Armstrong said, “You know when
someone’s words last 45 years, that’s
really something.”

Armstrong, who presented Gra-
ham a key to the city earlier in the
week, added, “He has unlocked the
hearts of citizens since he has been
here. He has clearly made a differ-
ence.”

Jackson said she was excited about
the opportunity to welcome Graham.
“People have been praying for years
and years and years and God has an-
swered our prayers,” she said.

She invited the opening night
crowd to “enter with me into a prayer
of thanksgiving and a welcome to Bil-
ly Graham and his team for coming
to share the good news of Jesus
Christ.”

Monica Hardin, Miss Kentucky
2001, is a student at the University of
Louisville. She welcomed thousands
of young people to the Saturday night
“Crusade for the Next Generation.”

“We’re going to have an awesome
time tonight,” she said. “Dr. Billy Gra-
ham cares so music, his vision is so
wide that he has this evening just for

2

us.

The Friday night service featured
a testimony by Ann Bowdan, a news
anchor for Channel 32. Recounting
her struggles as a single parent on
welfare who was evicted from her
apartment, she said, ‘“Being an unwed
single mother, I was very ashamed. It
was something I couldn’t hide.”

Amid such hardships, she added,
“The Lord said He will never leave
you or forsake you. You are going to
come across problems but He is al-
ways there to support you.”

Describing her current job in Lou-
isville as a blessing from God, Bow-
dan said, “Do I deserve it? No. But
He is faithful and He forgives us. The
Lord is faithful and He can carry you
through whatever you’re going
through. I am a personal, living testi-
mony and I thank Him for it.”

Charlie Johnson, president of a
multi-million dollar transportation
company, shared his testimony during
the crusade’s final session.

Johnson, a former professional
football player who grew up in a small
town in Georgia, challenged listeners
to dream dreams and pursue them.

“Each of us has been endowed
with a dream from God,” he said.
“Each of you have something inside
of you that you haven’t really done yet
or you haven’t brought to the surface.”

Johnson emphasized the need to be
faithful with one’s tithes and offerings
in obedience to God. “God will show
you a way. ... Let that dream loose in-
side of you,” he urged.

CLASSIFIED ADS

AVAILABLE: One week yearly.
Diamond Caverns Resort and Golf
Club. $282.15 maintenance. RCI re-
ciprocal. $8,700. Sleeps 4-6. Near
Mammouth Cave, Kentucky Lake. E-
mail: trusty @wko.com. Phone: (270)
249-3194.

AVAILABLE: Need a cook or ca-
terer for your Louisville-area church?
Delicious meals; reasonable budget;
established at local church. Tim: (502)
266-8957.

FOR RENT: 2-bedroom, 2-bath
condo available for vacation rental,
Sanibel Island, Fla. Large pool, ten-
nis courts, bikes, canoe, kayak,
screened porch, lovely secluded
beach. Weekly rates May through
mid-December: $745. Call Pat Owen,
(502) 895-8752.

FOR SALE: Conn organ; used in
church; good condition. Make offer.
Call (502) 477-2582 or 477-2047.
Plum Creek Baptist Church, Taylors-
ville, KY 40071.

FOR SALE: 33 solid oak pews
with white ends, assorted sizes. Excel-
lent condition. Asking $4,000. Falls of
Rough, Ky. Contact Roger Allen,
(270) 879-8233 or Bill Franks, (270)
879-3079.

SEEKING: Minister of music for
moderate, dually-aligned Baptist
church for blended and contemporary
services. The successful candidate
must have experience, and a music
degree is preferred. Send resumé to:
Personnel Committee, Evergreen
Baptist Church, 2698 Evergreen
Road, Frankfort, KY 40601.
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SEEKING: First Baptist Church is
seeking a full-time minister to youth
and children. Seminary graduate pre-
ferred. Please send resumé to: PO Box
607, Madisonville, KY 42431, Attn:
Dr. Joe Leonard.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music and worship leader. Looking
for a self-motivated individual to over-
see the music ministry of a mid-sized
Southern Baptist church. Send resumé
to: Lewisport Baptist Church, PO Box
384, Lewisport, KY 42351.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
youth/music for 500-member South-
ern Baptist church. Please submit re-
sumés to: South Elkhorn Baptist
Church, c/o Laura Farrow, 4867 Ver-
sailles Road, Lexington, KY 40510.

SEEKING: Part-time youth min-
ister. Send resumé to: South Fork Bap-
tist Church, 4915 New Jackson High-
way, Hodgenville, KY 42748, Attn:
Personnel Committee. (270) 324-
3308.

SEEKING: Erlanger Baptist
Church, located in Northern Ken-
tucky/Greater Cincinnati area, seeks
an experienced full-time pastor. EBC
averages 650-800 in worship, has
three other full-time and two part-time
ministerial staff members. Members
give to both SBC and CBF causes.
The candidate should possess strong
interpersonal skills, dynamic preach-
ing and leadership abilities. Please
send resumé to: Pastor Search Com-
mittee, 116 Commonwealth Ave., Er-
langer, KY 41018. Accepting resumés
through the end of August.

SEEKING: Ft. Mitchell Baptist
Church, 2323 Dixie Highway, Ft.
Mitchell, KY 41017, is seeking two
full-time staff: Minister of youth and
education and minister of music.
Qualified candidates should send re-
sumés to the church in care of Search
Committee, Minister of Youth and
Education, or Search Committee, Min-
ister of Music. Phone and fax: (859)
331-2160; e-mail: jmoore @eos. net.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
education with a strong emphasis on
outreach. After prayerful consider-
ation, please send resumé to: Minister
of Education Search Committee, Sec-
ond Baptist Church, 720 West Sev-
enth Street, Hopkinsville, KY 42240.

SEEKING: Full-time minister for
small, rural Southern Baptist church.
We are looking to grow with you.
Accepting resumés through Aug. 1.
Send to: New Banlick Baptist Church,
10719 Banlick Road, Walton, KY
41094.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
youth and children for First Baptist
Church, Paris, Ky. We are located in
the heart of the Bluegrass. Our resi-
dent membership is 548. Send resumé
to: Personnel Committee, First Bap-
tist Church, PO Box 327, Paris, KY
40362-0327.

SEEKING: Oakland Baptist
Church, 12 miles north of Bowling
Green, is seeking a part-time minister
of music to lead blended worship and
fully-graded choirs. PO Box 154,
Oakland, K'Y 42159. (270) 563-4011.
Dr. Tom Stokes, pastor.

SEEKING: Bellfield Baptist
Church, 9980 Highway 136 East,
Henderson, Ky., is seeking two part-
time positions: Associate pastor for
worship, associate pastor for youth.
Qualified candidates should send re-
sumés to the church in care of Staff
Search Committee. Fax: (270) 826-
1131; e-mail: bfieldch@henderson.
net.

SEEKING: Full-time children/
family minister. Seeking vibrant indi-
vidual who is passionate about rela-
tional ministry with children (birth
through sixth grade) and their fami-
lies. Minister will develop, coordinate
and implement a dynamic outreach/
in-reach program for children and
families. Seminary degree strongly
preferred. Send resumé to: First Bap-
tist Church, 621 E 12th, Ave., Bowl-
ing Green, KY 42101.

SEEKING: Full-time minister for
rural church (50 members) in the heart
of the Bluegrass. Parsonage available.
Contact Terry Newton, 2367 Munday
Landing Road, Versailles, K'Y 40383.
(859) 873-9160.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
youth/music. Send resumé to: Double
Springs Baptist Church, PO Box 70,
Waynesburg, K'Y 40489, or call (606)
379-2145.

SEEKING: Farmdale Baptist
Church, 5610 U.S. Highway 127
South, Frankfort, Ky., is seeking three
part-time positions: children’s minis-
ter, music minister/worship leader and
organist. Send resumés to the church
in care of Personnel Committee.



SATURDAY MORNING
FUN Approximately 10,000
kids and adults attended
the Saturday morning “Kidz
Gig” at Papa John’s
Cardinal Stadium, June'23.
(From tap left) M Peggy
Prather (right), of Lyndon
Baptist Church, talks with a
girl after counseling her
about a spiritual decision.
The crusade reported 1,100
decisions as a result of
Kidz Gig. W Psalty the
Singing Song Book sings
“This Little Light of Mine”
with kids and characters on
stage. M A candle peeks
during decision and prayer
time. @ The church mice
brave the summer heat for
their performance. ® Choir
members sing and move to
the music. ® Tom Curry,
pastor of Parkland Baptist
Church in Louisville,
explains how to become a
Christian. B Counselor
Patty Howard of
Charlestown, Ind., listens
to a 5-year-old boy.
(Photos by David Winfrey)
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Church Gitt Annuity

Program

OME A Charitable Gift Annuity provides
ne -

'fG! income to the church member donor
L' and a charitable gift for the church.

BENEFITS TO THE CHURCH MEMBER DONOR

INFORMATION

Fixed Income Based On Your Age

Contact Dependable Payments
Barry Allen, President Payments To You Partially Tax-Free
or Income Tax Charitable Deduction

Laurie Valentine, Trust Counsel

One-Life Gift Annuity Rates*

KENTUCKY

BAPTLS T

FOUNDATION

www.kybaptistfoundation.org

P.0.Box436389
Louisville KY 40253-6389

(502) 244-6466
(888) 254-5701

*@Gift Annuity Rates Effective July 1, 2001
Two-Life Gift Annuity Rates Also Available By Request
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