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VALET SERVICE Wilietta Schley of Washington mi‘n‘eves her car from parking attendant Francis Ciganek of Atlantic Valet after
attending services at National City Christian Church in Washington. From parking and welcome songs to cookies and ad campaigns,

churches and denominations are placing new emphasis on making visitors feel welcome. (RNS photo by Tyrone Turner)
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media campaign.
“It’s more about creating a

mindset and a behavior within that
church that welcomes not only new-
0 See Churches seek new ..., page 8

Temple case could test church-state boundaries for land use

By Keith Clines
Religion News Service

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. (RNS)—A
small, run-down house in downtown

Huntsville, Ala, is at the center of a

legal dispute that ultimately could de-
termine how much control govern-
ment has over a religious organiza-
tion’s use of its land.

Temple B’nai Sholom claims a
city board’s refusal to let the syna-
gogue demolish a house in a historic
district violates the synagogue’s First
Amendment right of freedom of reli-
gion and its rights under the Religious

Land Use and Institutionalized Per-
sons Act of 2000.

Attorneys for both sides say they
aren’t seeking to make the lawsuit a
national test case. But one nationally
known lawyer has offered to help the
city fight the synagogue, and the syn-
agogue is talking to national legal
firms that specialize in freedom-of-
religion laws.

The case could vault onto the na-
tional stage if advocacy groups on
each side decide it would be the best
vehicle to ask the U.S. Supreme Court
to rule on the constitutionality of the
Religious Land Use law.

“This is not the only case out
there,” said law professor Tom Berg,
an expert on church and state issues.
“There are probably 15 to 20 out there.
It’s one of the earliest.”

The temple sued the city in state

“Circuit Court after the Huntsville His-

toric Preservation Commission in
April denied, for the third time, the
temple’s request to demolish the
house in the Old Town Historic Pres-
ervation District.

The city’s community develop-
ment inspectors had cited the temple
for violating building safety laws. A
cited landowner usually has two

choices: repair a building to meet code
or demolish it. The historic preserva-
tion board’s decision eliminates the
demolition option.

“We are of the opinion, like their
neighbors are, that they (the temple)
should abide by the rules and regula-
tions of the Historic Preservation
Commission,” said attorney Michael
Fees, who is representing the city in
the lawsuit. “If they’re not, then that
puts all historic properties owned by
religious organizations in danger.”

Marci Hamilton, a law professor in
New York City, has offered to help
Q See Bowling Green ..., page 9



Missouri Baptist
Convention
Executive Director
Jim Hill has
warned that the

. growing
controversy could
prompt up to 200
churches to cut
ties with the state
convention.
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Political turmoil escalates in Missouri Baptist Convention

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (ABP)—
The Missouri Baptist Convention, in
recent years a scene of contention be-
tween conservatives and moderates
for control of the state convention, is
gearing up for another round this fall.

While Missouri Baptists have en-
dured controversy at annual meetings
for the past three years, observers say
it has escalated since conservatives
took over last fall.

After winning presidential elec-
tions three years in a row, conserva-
tives gained control last year in a key
committee that nominates leaders for
the state convention’s trustee boards.

Now, they are reported to be mov-
ing quickly to fill those boards with
new members sympathetic to conser-
vative causes. In the process they are
bypassing current trustees who tradi-
tionally would be offered a second
term and tightening qualifications for
all nominees.

Other anticipated controversy
when the state convention meets Oct.
29-31 in Cape Girardeau surrounds a
proposal to require member churches
to pledge loyalty to the Southern Bap-
tist Convention and to adopt a version
of the SBC’s Baptist Faith and Mes-
sage statement. Critics say the chang-
es would violate Baptists’ long tradi-
tion of local-church autonomy.

Jim Hill, the state convention’s ex-
ecutive director, has warned that such
wholesale changes could prompt

many churches to cut ties with Missou-
ri Baptists. Some are speculating that
disenfranchised churches could form a
separate state convention.

Amid the conflict, two agencies—
a retirement home and a conference
center—have voted to change to a self-
perpetuating board of trustees.

Among recent developments:

B In July, an MBC nominating
committee declined to re-nominate at
least 24 people eligible for second
terms on convention boards and agen-
cies. That followed an earlier an-
nouncement in March that the commit-
tee would impose additional criteria to
those stated in convention bylaws for
nominees. They included limiting the
number of board members per church
and requiring that all nominees be
“personally supportive of both the Mis-
souri Baptist Convention and the
Southern Baptist Convention.”

Committee members said the new
criteria were intended to “broaden the
tent” of convention leadership and
break up a “good-old-boy” system per-
petuated by moderates.

Hill told Word & Way, the state
Baptist paper, that he believes the new
guidelines were rather a way to facili-
tate a quicker takeover of Missouri
Baptist boards by a politically motivat-
ed group.

“I have been very concerned about
these new rules that have not been ap-
proved by the convention and are not

part of the constitution, bylaws or
nominating committee rules that
have been adopted by the conven-
tion,” he said.

In a subsequent column for the
paper, Hill wrote that the nomination
process “does not seem to reflect a
spirit of integrity and fairness.”

Meanwhile, a number of sitting
board members complained that
they met the announced criteria but
still weren’t offered a traditional sec-
ond term.

B A committee on continuing re-
view is recommending tighter mem-
bership requirements for the conven-
tion’s churches. Among proposals
are that churches affirm either the
1963 or 2000 Baptist Faith and Mes-
sage and be in “single alignment”
with the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion.

Critics, including Hill, said the
recommendation would lead to an
unprecedented “connectionalism”
between the state and national con-
vention. Others, including Word &
Way Editor Bill Webb, faulted the
proposal for “telling churches to ‘ap-
prove or else.””

Speaking to conservative leaders,
credentials committee chairman
David Tolliver said charges of creed-
alism are unwarranted. “This state-
ment doesn’t ask anyone to sign any-
thing,” he said. “It does not ask any-
one to adhere to or adopt anything.

It says ‘affirm.””

B Conservative leaders of the Mis-
souri Baptist executive board were said
to be considering a lawsuit against the
Baptist Home, which removed itself
from convention control last year by
moving to a self-perpetuating board of
trustees.

Attorneys advised Baptist Home
trustees to make the move to limit lia-
bility for both the home and state con-
vention in the event that either is sued.
Insiders acknowledged, however, that
it also was motivated by a desire to dis-
tance the agency from politics in the
state convention.

The executive board narrowly ap-
proved a covenant agreement with the
Baptist Home designed to avert a law-
suit after debating the issue in execu-
tive session. Observers expect the cov-
enant to be challenged at the annual
convention.

Windermere Baptist Conference
Center followed suit this year, setting
up a self-perpetuating trustee board
July 30.

Hill warned that such wholesale
changes in Missouri Baptist life could
prompt perhaps 200 churches to leave
the convention in protest.

Moderate leaders are said to be pri-
vately discussing the possibility of a
new, separate state convention. While
conservatives in Texas and Virginia
have taken that step, Missouri would
be the first moderate breakaway group.

Church withdraws from CBF to protest anti-homosexual action

AUSTIN, Texas (ABP)—A
former Southern Baptist church has
announced it is cutting ties with the
moderate Cooperative Baptist Fellow-
ship over what congregation leaders
called discrimination against gays and
lesbians.

Members of University Baptist
Church in Austin, Texas, voted Aug.
15 to withdraw from the Atlanta-based
CBF over a new policy against hiring
homosexuals or funding organizations
that “condone, advocate or affirm ho-
mosexual practice,” according to a
press release.

The policy, adopted originally by
the Fellowship’s governing board,
survived a challenge at this summer’s
General Assembly when delegates
voted 701-502 against rescinding it for
a yearlong study.

The policy doesn’t exclude homo-
sexuals from CBF membership but
forbids funding for pro-homosexual
causes. Fellowship leaders describe it

as “welcoming but not affirming” of
gays.

But a letter to CBF officials, signed
by University Baptist leaders on behalf
of the congregation,-said the policy
doesn’t speak for Fellowship-friendly
churches that both welcome and affirm
homosexuals.

“We most deeply regret the con-
demning message you have sent in the
name of Christ to all gay and lesbian
persons,” said the letter signed by Se-
nior Pastor Larry Bethune, moderator
Ellen Bell and Anthony Chapple, dea-
con chairman.

“We cannot in good conscience
support an organization which discrim-
inates against our brothers and sisters
in Christ on the basis of their orienta-
tion any more than we could do so if
the CBF discriminated on the basis of
race or gender,” the letter continued.

CBF Coordinator Daniel Vestal said
in a statement that he was “saddened” that
any church would use an internal admin-

istrative policy “‘as a litmus test for co-
operating with other congregations in
global missions and ministries through
the Fellowship.”

The 400-member church, one of
a small number of Southern Baptist
congregations to come out in sup-
port of full inclusion of homosexu-
als, in the past defended itself against
challenges from its association and
state convention for its stance.

Austin Baptist Association voted
to oust the church in 1995 after Uni-
versity Baptist ordained a gay dea-
con. The Baptist General Conven-
tion of Texas executive committee
withdrew fellowship in 1998. The
Southern Baptist Convention
changed its constitution in 1992 to
ban from membership any churches
that “act to affirm, approve or en-
dorse homosexual behavior.”

The congregation still belongs to
American Baptist Churches in the
U.S.A. and the Alliance of Baptists,

M Directory expands research.
Effective with the 2001 Annual
Church Profile process, churches
can access Southern Baptist Direc-
tory Services, a secure Internet
application offering a variety of
statistical and leadership informa-
tion. Cliff Tharp, Annual Church
Profile coordinator for LifeWay
Christian Resources of the South-
ern Baptist Convention, said
churches will be able to access
multi-year statistical information
by using passwords provided to
participating churches.

a smaller and more liberal SBC splin-
ter group that formed in 1986.

University Baptist isn’t the first
church to leave the CBF over the fund-
ing policy. Prescott Memorial Baptist
Church in Memphis, Tenn., cut ties
with the national CBF last fall.

Stan Hastey, executive director of
the Washington-based Alliance of
Baptists, said he wasn’t aware of any
other gay-friendly churches discussing
cutting ties with the CBF, but some
congregations are said to be thinking
about reducing their level of support
over the funding policy.

Dispute over the issue also has en-
ergized voices on the other side who
contend the relatively close vote
against a study is being misused by
political opponents to cast the CBF as
soft on homosexuality. Most of the
500-plus individuals voting for a study,
they say, weren’t necessarily pro-gay
but merely sympathized with those
calling for dialogue.

BAPTIST DIGEST

B Emeritus missionary dies. Mary
Sampson, an emeritus Southern
Baptist missionary to China, died
Aug. 20 at age 83. Born in Louis-
ville, she was appointed as a mis-
sionary to China in 1945 by the In-
ternational Mission Board. She
served as a youth worker in Shang-
hai until her transfer to the Philip-
pines in 1950 and then to Taiwan in
1954 where she served until retiring

_in 1983. Sampson was a graduate of

Georgetown College and the former
Woman’s Missionary Union Train-
ing School in Louisville.

B Montana Baptists elect director.
Jeff Clark has been elected execu-
tive director of the Montana South-
ern Baptist Fellowship. He had
served since 1996 as evangelism di-
rector for the West Virginia Conven-
tion of Southern Baptists. He will
begin his work with the Montana
fellowship’s 130 churches and mis-
sions Sept 5. He succeeds Clyde
Billingsley who retired in December.
Clark is a graduate of Carson-New-
man College in Jefferson City,
Tenn., and Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Louisville.
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Murray meeting to feature missions, faith statement report |

MURRAY—Missions and the
Baptist Faith and Message are among
the major topics of discussion expect-
ed at this year’s Kentucky Baptist
Convention annual meeting, Nov. 13-
14, at the Regional Special Events
Center in Murray.

“Fulfilling the Mission” will be the
theme of the 164th annual meeting.

The two-day meeting is expected
to draw more than 2,000 messengers
from Baptist churches throughout the
commonwealth.

Messengers will elect new officers,
hear reports from Baptist institutions
and agencies, approve budget goals
for 2002-2003 and receive a report
from a special committee formed last
year to study how Kentucky Baptists
should relate to a revised faith state-
ment approved by the Southern Bap-
tist Convention:

The report from the study commit-
tee on the Baptist Faith and Message
will be presented on Wednesday
morning, Nov. 14. The nine-member
panel was appointed following last
year’s annual meeting to study how
the KBC should relate to the statement
of faith, which was approved by

KBC annual meeting, Nov. 13-14

Tuesday morning

“Cross Over the Purchase” report.
Executive Board staff report.
Executive Board recommendations.
President’s address, Jim McKinley.

Tuesday afternoon

Convention sermon, Chip Miller.
Election of KBC president.
Miscellaneous business.

Election of first vice president.

Tuesday evening

Miscellaneous business.

Election of second vice president.

“Mission Possible!” presentation.

Missions challenge, Don Kammer-
diener of the SBC International
Mission Board.

Southern Baptist Convention messen-
gers in June of 2000.

The committee, chaired by Charles
Barnes, a member of Hurstbourne
Baptist Church in Louisville, has not
yet released its report. The group will
publish its findings by Oct. 1 to allow
messengers adequate time to review
the report before the annual meeting.

After consulting with the study
committee, the Committee on Order
of Business scheduled the commit-
tee’s report for 50 minutes during the
Wednesday session to allow adequate
time for presentation and discussion
and to assure the availability of tell-
ers, said Herschel Morgan, chairman
of the KBC Committee on Order of
Business.

The annual meeting’s theme high-
lights how Kentucky Baptists are in-
volved in fulfilling Christ’s “Great
Commission” to share the message of
God’s love for the world.

Each of the four sessions of the
meeting will feature information about
how Kentucky Baptists are fulfilling
this mission in different areas: Ken-
tucky, North America, the world and
the local churches and associations.

Wednesday morning

Miscellaneous business.

Election of secretaries.

Recommendations from constitu-
tion & bylaws, nominations,
resolutions and arrangements
committees.

Baptist Faith and Message study
committee report.

Message, Frank Pollard, pastor of
First Baptist Church of Jack-
son, Miss.

For more information about the

2001 annual meeting, contact the

KBC communications/media de-
partment at (888) 254-5713. Infor-
mation also is available at www.
kybaptist.org.

Jim McKinley, a retired mission-
ary from Louisville and this year’s
Kentucky Baptist Convention presi-
dent, will deliver the annual presi-
dent’s address on Tuesday morning.
Chip Miller, church leadership con-
sultant for the KBC, will deliver the
convention sermon on Tuesday after-
noon.

Bill Mackey, executive director of
the Kentucky Baptist Convention, will
present the Executive Board staff re-
port on Tuesday morning.

Before the annual meeting, many
Kentucky Baptists are expected to
take part in “Cross Over the Pur-
chase,” an evangelism and missions
effort in West Kentucky Nov. 10-11.
Volunteers will conduct community
needs surveys, invite residents to visit
area Baptist churches for special ser-
vices, participate in service projects
and participate in other projects on the
weekend prior to the convention.

The Tuesday night session will fea-
ture drama to highlight Kentucky
Baptists’ involvement in sharing their
faith throughout the world. The “Mis-
sion Possible” drama will include the
reports of the Kentucky Woman’s
Missionary Union, the International
Mission Board and the Cooperative
Program (the funding program for
Southern Baptists).

The drama also will highlight Ken-
tucky Baptists’ involvement in part-
nerships with Baptists in other parts
of the world. The KBC currently has
international partnerships with the
European Baptist Convention and
with Baptist groups in Poland and
Tanzania.

Don Kammerdiener, executive
vice president of the SBC’s Interna-
tional Mission Board, will be the con-
vention’s guest on Tuesday evening
which will also feature a mass choir
made up of singers from throughout
the Purchase area of Kentucky.

Frank Pollard, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church of Jackson, Miss., will
bring the final message on Wednes-
day morning.

No room at Murray inns

MURRAY—If you need lodging for this year’s Kentucky
Baptist Convention annual meeting and haven’t made
reservations yet, be prepared to stay at least a 30-minute
drive from the host city.

There is no room at the inns in either Murray or the next
closest community, Draffenville, according to Denise
Withers, a KBC communications specialist who helps
organize the annual meeting.

Because of its size, Murray has fewer rooms than recent
host sites, such as Bowling Green, Louisville or Northern
Kentucky. But organizers say more rooms are being reserved
than during previous conventions.

“We think we have adequate accommodations throughout
the area,” Withers said. “But they need to go ahead and
make arrangements if they’re planning to stay the night.”

Location and at least one agenda item are among the
reasons that housing is tight, according to Steve Thompson,
KBC associate to the executive director.

When the convention is in a larger city or more central in
the state, more people sleep at home and commute to the
meeting, Thompson said.

Usually, 400 rooms are sufficient for messengers but
KBC planners have worked with area hotels to make 550
rooms available this year, Withers said.

A recent KBC ad in the Western Recorder promoted
several hotels with vacancies in the surrounding
communities of Hardin, Mayfield, Cadiz, Grand Rivers and
Calvert City.

In addition to geography, the scheduled report by the
Baptist Faith and Message study committee is sure to attract
more people, Thompson said. “I'm sure there’s increased
interest because of the Baptist Faith and Message report.”

Even with messengers having to stay in other cities,
Robert Reeves insists there’s little difference between
holding the convention in Murray and meeting in a larger
city.

In Louisville, for example, many messengers would rent
hotel rooms that aren’t near the host site and would have to
fight big-town traffic, said Reeves, KBC communications
director.

Thompson said he “wouldn’t dare guess” how many
messengers to expect for the meeting. A good indicator, he
said, will come late next month when churches start
requesting messenger registration cards.

PARTNERSHIP IMPACT Volunteers from across Kentucky participated in
prayer walks and led vacation Bible schools during a recent trip to Arusha,
Tanzania, as part of the state convention’s missions partnership there. “We
continue to pray that the seeds sown during VBS will grow and blossom in
these children,” said Southern Baptist international missionary Cheryl
Headrick. She encouraged Kentucky Baptists to pray that the volunteers’
work “will help start a new church in Arusha and revive older churches.”
W Left: Ruby Mallory of First Baptist Church of Greenville works with .
international children during a morning VBS that attracted children
representing 19 countries. M Above: Hilda Gray, a member of New Hope
Baptist Church in Princeton, plays games with youngsters during an
afternoon VBS that involved more than 100 Tanzanian children.
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‘Signs of hope’

Reports of events that are taking
place in the Southern Baptist Con-
vention and the Kentucky Baptist
Convention and have been shared in
recent editions of the Western Re-
corder are a great source of encour-
agement to me. Some of those
events include:

I Employees of our mission
boards and institutions
who refuse to sign a
creedal document just
for the purpose of keep-
ing a job. r

il Plans for the Baptist
Seminary of Kentucky.

§ The warning in the
Aug. 14 editorial to
guard against creedalism
and connectionalism.

I St. Matthews Bap-
tist Church’s response to the revised
Baptist Faith and Message of 2000.
I believe this church speaks for the
great majority of Kentucky Baptists.

For me, these are signs of hope
and indicate that we are determined
never to become a “hyper-Calvinist”
or creedal body of believers.

Ernest Martin
Danville

Why limit women?

As a layman, I have troubling
questions about many Baptists’ atti-
tudes toward women in church ser-
vice. As I study the Bible, I believe
that Adam and Eve were created
equal, but after the fall women be-
came subject to men and historical-
ly were little more than property.

When Jesus came, He liberated
women by His words and actions,
often breaking or ignoring the Jew-
ish traditions. Women are saved the
same way men are. Women are giv-
en gifts and called the same way
men are. What right do we have to
place limitations on what God’s will

FORUM

might be for born-again women?

I have asked myself some point-
ed questions: Who really gains by
placing limits on what women are
to do or say in God’s service? Does
imposing limits profit God or the
work of Satan? Who but Satan
would most desire to limit the work
and influence of godly women?
When we play God, we are treading
on dangerous ground.

I am deeply disap-
pointed by the latest pro-
nouncements of our
Southern Baptist Con-
vention. Instead of tear-
ing down the barriers
that prevent women
from fully and freely ex-
pressing God’s call, the
convention’s  actions
have strengthened the
barrier.

Does anyone listen to the
thoughtful conclusions of former
President Jimmy Carter? Does any-
one rejoice in the powerful work
being done in evangelism by Billy
Graham’s daughter? The time is
long overdue for responsible Bap-
tist leaders to prayerfully rethink the
issue of God’s gifting and calling of
godly women.

Clarence Benedict
Highland Heights

Stand for Moore

We are members of a small com-
munity prayer group meeting week-
ly at Southern Heights Baptist
Church in Russellville. Our purpose
in this'writing is to commend West-
ern Recorder for the article of Aug.
7 concerning the stand taken by
Chief Justice Roy Moore of the Al-
abama Supreme Court involving his
efforts to keep the Ten Command-
ments in his former courtroom.

Also later he placed a 5,280-
pound monument in the state Su-
preme Court building. We want it to

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION

WMU: Missions support is clear focus

Woman’s Missionary Union has
a consistent record of support for
missions. My wife, Kay, and I ex-
perienced a very creative approach
in Christian County Association on

nia. I was captured by her ability to
tell her extraordinary story.

I used the WMU theme verses in
Ephesians 3:20-21 to show that God
is able to do immeasurably more

arecent Saturday evening.

Jo Pelham and the as-
sociational WMU com-
mittee there plan an annu-
al innovative co-ed em-
phasis. This year’s theme
was “Beyond Belief: Cel-
ebrate the Extraordinary.”

Churches decorated
each table to represent
selected countries. Each
church then prepared food

Bill Macke:

than we can ask or imag-
ine. Can God exceed your
grandest dream? Psalms
37:3-4 reminds us that
God puts His desires in
our hearts so He can ful-
fill them. Paul reminded
us: earlier in Ephesians 3
that heavenly beings are
watching the unfolding of
God’s redemptive plan.
We have the extraordinary

representing that country.
Decorations had been collected from
partnership mission trips or from
people serving as career missionar-
ies or in the Journeyman program.
After the meal, we gathered in the
chapel for inspirational music by a
local contemporary group and
prayed for missionaries. Kay and I
shared about extraordinary experi-
ences in our lives. Kay shared how
she was introduced to missions ed-
ucation and about her mission expe-
rience in a remote village in Tanza-
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privilege to be a part of
that eternal process. When we dream
God’s dreams and follow His plan
it always is beyond belief.

We are grateful for the consistent
focus of WMU on missions educa-
tion, prayer, missions giving
through the Cooperative Program
and special offerings and missions
involvement.

The Southern Baptist Convention
entities receive strong support
through the Cooperative Program
and special offerings for missionar-

be known to every citizen of Ken-
tucky that we stand wholeheartedly
behind Justice Moore and what he
stands for.

We sincerely thank Western Re-
corder for printing this article. We
wonder why the devil’s advocates
who claim to be offended by the
sight and presence of the Ten Com-
mandments can cause so much fuss
when we who are offended when
they are removed cannot be heard by
the authorities in control of the laws.

Community prayer group
Southern Heights Baptist Church
Russellville

Lahor of love

The Southern Baptists of West
Virginia would like to thank each
volunteer from Kentucky and other

states who answered the call for help

as a response to severe flooding that
occurred in West Virgini: on Sun-
day, July 8. Hundreds of volunteers
came to man four feeding units and
to help flood victims clean out their
homes.

Southern Baptists prepared ap-
proximately 200,000 hot meals that
were served to flood victims by the
Red Cross. In addition to feeding
units, hundreds of volunteers have
dedicated hours of labor to the
clean-up effort. What a blessing it
has been to be able to call upon our
brothers and sisters in Christ in a
time of need.

Volunteers will be needed for
months to come to assist with recov-
ery efforts. Please continue to pray
for the victims and that God might
be glorified and His kingdom ex-
tended as a result of Southern Bap-
tist disaster relief efforts.

Thank you for caring and for
your labor of love.

Leon White, minister of missions
West Virginia Convention

of Southern Baptists

Scott Depot, WV

ies and seminary training. Our six
Kentucky Baptist Convention agen-
cies and institutions also receive
varying degrees of support, and all
are grateful. Bill Crouch, president
of Georgetown College, recently
said that the $1.2 million his college
receives from Kentucky Baptists is
the equivalent of income from $20
million in foundation funds. About
54 percent of what remains in Ken-
tucky goes to the support of Execu-
tive Board ministries and the supple-
ment for church Annuity Board par-
ticipants in the form of life and dis-
ability insurance, as well as about
$200 in contributions toward per-
sonal annuity.

We are grateful for the continued
consistent support of the Coopera-
tive Program by Kentucky Baptist
Convention churches. With strong

- Cooperative Program receipts in

August, Kentucky Baptists will ex-
ceed last year’s record CP giving.
Church treasurers should note that
contributions for the 2000-2001
budget year must be postmarked by
Aug. 31, and received by the next
business day (Sept. 4) in order to be
applied to the 2000-2001 fiscal year.
Bill Mackey is executive director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Is your estate plan
healthy? Take time
for a check-up
By Laurie Valentine

As students head back to

school, many parents are scram-
bling to get
children to
their doctors
for check-
ups and
physicals.
Once those
check-ups

FINANCIAL
are checked

off your to-

do list, it might be time to give
your estate plan a check-up to
make sure that beneficiary des-
ignations, fiduciary appointments
and your plan of distribution still
accomplish God’s purposes for
your possessions.

You can do the initial “exam-
ination” yourself. As you give
your plan a check-up, make sure
you review the following:

0 Fiduciaries. Are the individ-
uals you have named as executor
in_ your will or successor trustee
under your revocable living trust
still willing and able to carry out
the obligations and responsibili-
ties involved in such service? Are
you and your spouse still com-
fortable with the people you have
named to serve as guardians for
your children?

B Beneficiaries. Are all of
your beneficiaries still living and
able to manage what you have
left them? Have children been
born to any of your beneficiaries
since you prepared your will or
trust? Have you or one of your
beneficiaries been married or di-
vorced since you prepared your
will?

1 Death Benefits. Are benefi-
ciary designations of life insur-
ance, retirement or IRA benefits
coordinated with the plan of dis-
tribution established under your
will or trust?

0 Assets. Does the value of
your estate (real estate, invest-
ments, cash, savings, business
interests, life insurance, retire-
ment survivor benefits, jointly
owned assets, revocable trust as-
sets and personal property) ex-
ceed $675,000, the federal estate
tax exemption equivalent for in-
dividuals dying in 2001. (That
amount will be $1 million in
2002.) If you have chosen a re-
vocable trust to carry out your
estate plan, have you funded the
trust?

0 Incapacity Planning. Have
you empowered someone,
through a power of attorney, to
manage your finances and make
decisions for you in the event you
become incapacitated?

A “healthy” estate plan—one
that continues to accomplish
God’s purposes for your posses-
sions—requires regular check-
ups.

Laurie Valentine is trust counsel for
the Kentucky Baptist Foundation
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When should an elderly family
member stop driving a vehicle?

Q. How do you know if the time has come to keep an
elderly family member from driving his or her car?

Exhaust all other options before pulling an elderly driver
off the road. The following steps are guidelines for making
that decision.

B Contact the American Association for Retired Persons
about their elderly driver safety programs and enroll the driver
in one of these courses. The cost usually
is $25-30. Contact your local AARP office
for details.

M Conduct several test rides with the
individual. Carefully observe the driver’s
speed control, visual habits, lane-change
techniques and other safety issues.

M Determine all the reasons the
person has to operate a car. The goal is
to minimize or eliminate the need to
drive. There are companies that serve the elderly by delivering
groceries, going to the cleaners, delivering medications and
even driving them to the beauty shop.

M Take the elderly driver for a visual exam. There are
exams that will detect any loss of peripheral vision. This is
critical since loss of peripheral vision greatly increases the
chances of a driver being involved in an accident. Ask an
optometrist for a comprehensive evaluation and suggestions.
The results of these exams can help in making a decision to
discourage a family member from driving.

M Analyze the areas the elderly driver regularly travels. If
there are alternate routes to the grocery store, encourage the
individual to take the route with the least traffic.

W Consider the possibility of moving the family member to
an assisted-living setting where there is little or no need to
drive. Some retirement centers provide transportation to
common destinations.—Jon Rainbow

Q: My 15-year-old son’s teacher told me he thinks my son
suffers from low self-esteem. | agree. How can | help my
son grow in his valuing of self? Is this concept biblical?

While the Bible does not specifically use the term self-
esteem, Scripture reveals our true worth comes in
relationship to God through redemption in Christ Jesus. There
are several points to consider about the concept of self-worth.

First, God created us in His image. Thus, every human is
the container of something precious. It also is helpful to
remind ourselves that we are created from dust or dirt so that
no one thinks too highly of himself.

Your goal as a parent should be to help your son realize
the worth he has as one who is created in God’s image and to
lead him in discovering who he is in Christ.

Spend as much time with your son as possible. Some of
his valuing of himself will come from you “mirroring” it into
him. Encourage him to find an activity in which he can excel.
Be careful that you don't try to live out your dreams through
him but empower him to find his strengths and gifts.

Help your son get connected with a positive peer group at
school and church. Write him notes of encouragement and
allow him to overhear you praising him to others. Remember
the important principle of “catching him doing something
right” and telling him.

Remind him when you discipline him that he is worthy of
high standards. When you praise him, do so at the level of
character (“I appreciate the joy and kindness | see you
express in our family.”) rather than simply affirming his
performance. Don't forget to apologize to him when you
make a mistake.

Above all, pray with him and for him and teach him the
enduring truth and wisdom of God’s Word.—Scott Wigginton
Family Forum writers.are Suzanne Coyle, director of Cornerstone
Counseling for Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children; David
Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist Church in
Louisville; Jon Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; James Stillwell, minister
to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington; and Scott
Wigginton, director of LifeCare Counseling at Walnut Street
Baptist Church in Louisville. Send questions for Family Forum to

Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail us
at wesrec@ntr.net.

“evangelism growth team, is expected to in-

FAMILY

FORUM

OPINION

Cross Over shows ‘hest of who Baptists are’

When messengers gather this fall for the Kentucky
Baptist Convention annual meeting, two key topics of
business will be the presidential election and the report
of the KBC’s Baptist Faith and Message study commit-
tee.

As important as those agenda items are, however,
the convention’s most significant business likely will
take place the weekend before the annual meeting offi-
cially convenes.

Cross Over the Purchase, a weekend evan-
gelistic emphasis coordinated by the KBC

volve more than 100 congregations in seven
West Kentucky counties. Highlighting the
theme, “Lifting Up Jesus Christ,” the evange-
listic focus will include one-day and weekend
revivals, community and prayer needs sur-
veys, prayer walks, servant evangelism
projects, “Jesus” video distribution and a Bap-
tist Student Union-sponsored evangelistic
event on the campus of Murray State Univer-

sity. Trennis Henderson

STRAIGHT
FROM THE

EDITOR

sion of the Nov. 13-14 meeting in Murray. He is confi-
dent that celebrating the impact of Cross Over the Pur-
chase is a fitting way to illustrate how Kentucky Bap-
tists truly are fulfilling the convention’s mission.

“This is sort of a grassroots idea,” he explained. “T’ve
been really heartened at the response. It has kept build-
ing momentum.”

Garland said he views Cross Over as “an important
statement about who we are as Kentucky Bap-
tists. It says Kentucky Baptists really are peo-
ple who want to do missions and evangelism,
that we’re weary of conflicts and polemics and
diatribe.

“This is the best of who Kentucky Baptists
are,” he declared. “It’s truly the working to-
gether, the unity that comes when people are
unified around the common cause of Christ.”

Four Kentucky Baptist associations—
Blood River, Graves County, West Kentucky
and West Union—will be the focus of the
weekend evangelism blitz. Targeted cities in-
clude Benton, Clinton, Fulton, Hickman,

Dan Garland, the KBC’s evangelism
growth team leader, has worked throughout thg year to
recruit directors of missions, church leaders and local
congregations to help lead the evangelistic emphasis.
Patterned loosely on the Cross Over events held in con-
junction with Southern Baptist Convention annual meet-
ings for more than a decade, the weekend projects are
expected to attract hundreds of volunteers from through-
out the commonwealth.

“I'm expecting over 1,000 people to participate in
this,” Garland said. “Just imagine what could happen. I
hope the area will be seeded with the gospel. There also
will be some harvest of seeds already planted.”

In keeping with the KBC’s 2001 theme of “Fulfill-
ing the Mission,” Garland will present a brief report
about the Cross Over emphasis during the opening ses-

Mayfield, Murray and Paducah.

As Kentucky Baptists from diverse settings converge
on the area, Garland said, “I want to teach people that
evangelism and missions can be done in a variety of
ways with a variety of people and the whole point is
being a witness for Christ. I want us to celebrate who
we are and show what our real business is.”

If that goal is accomplished, the 2001 KBC annual
meeting will be a spiritual success even before the open-
ing gavel pounds. And hopefully, Cross Over the Pur-
chase will set the tone for the entire meeting as Ken-
tucky Baptists genuinely reflect “the best of who we
are. ==
For information about ways to get involved in Cross
Over the Purchase, contact the KBC evangelism growth
team at (888) 254-5722 or (502) 254-4737.
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Make plans now to attend each important session of this year’s Kentucky Baptist Convention!

Tuesday Morning - Nov. 13

8:30

8:40

_ 8:55
9:05
9:10

9:25

9:45
9:55
10:05
10:15
-10:20
10:30
10:50
10:55
11:00
11:05

11:35

Call to Order

Prayer

Welcome

Organization of the 164™ Convention
Committee on Order of Business
Appointment of Committees
Appointment of Tellers

Committee on Credentials

Recognition of Fraternal Organizations

Theme Interpretation

Hymn
Motions/Resolutions/Miscellaneous
Business

Clear Creek 75" Anniversary
Celebration

Kentucky Baptist Foundation Report
Cumberland College Report

Prayer Emphasis

Hymn

Report on Cross Over the Purchase
Executive Board Staff Report
Executive Board Recommendations
Introduction of Speaker

Special Music — Lisa Sommer
President’s Address - Rev. Jim
McKinley

Theme Chorus

Tuesday Afterhoon. Nov. 13

1:20
1:30

1:35
1:45
1:50
1:55
2:05

2:30
235
2:45

Pre-session Music

Call to Order

Prayer

Theme Interpretation

Baptist Healthcare System Report

- Introduction of Speaker

Special Music

Convention Sermon - Rev. Chip Miller,
KBC Church Leadership Consultant
Hymn

North American Missions Report
Prayer Emphasis

Check the KBC Web site for more information! :

www.kybaptist.org
Or call 502-254-4731 or 888-254-5713

255
3:00
3:15
3.25
3:30

3:40
3:50
355
4:.05
4:10

4:30

Special Music

Election of the President
Campbellsville University Report
Hymn

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children
Report

Oneida Baptist Institute Report
Special Music

Western Recorder Report

Runoff for President (if needed)
Miscellaneous Business and Election

~ of First Vice President

Theme Chorus

Tuesday Evening - Nov. 13

6:20
6:30

6:35

7:00

05

7515
7:20
7:25

7:30
7:40
7:50
8:00

8:55
9:00
9:10

9:25

Pre-session Music

Call to Order

Prayer

Runoff for First Vice President
Miscellaneous Business

Election of Second Vice President
Special Music — Purchase Area choir
Kentucky Baptist Assemblies Report
Obituaries/Memorial Report

Hymn

Runoff for Second Vice President (if
necessary)

Georgetown College Report

Special Music — Purchase Area choir
Prayer Emphasis

“Mission Possible!” — A special pro-
gram focusing on how Kentucky
Baptists are fulfilling the mission in our
world through the Cooperative Pro-
gram, Woman’s Missionary Union,
Partnership Missions and the Interna-
tional Mission Board.

Hymn

Special music — Purchase Area choir
Missions Challenge - Don
Kammerdiener, International Mission
Board

Closing Prayer/Chorus

164th Annual Meeting of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Nov. 13-14, 2001

Regional Special Events Center

Murray, Kentucky

Wednesday Morning - Nov. 14

9:00 Call to Order
~ Prayer

9:05 Theme Interpretation

9:15 Miscellaneous Business/Election of
Secretaries :

9:30  Special Music

9:35 Recommendations from Committees:
Constitution & Bylaws
Committees
Nominations
Resolutions
Arrangements

9:50 Hymn :

9:55* Baptist Faith and Message Study
Committee Report

10:40 Special Music

10:45 Prayer Emphasis

10:55 Temperance League Report

11:00 Committee on Public Affairs Report

11:05 Hymn

11:10  Recognition of Convention Officers

11:15 Introduction of Speaker

11:20 Special Music

11:25 Dr. Frank Pollard - Pastor, First Baptist
Church, Jackon, Mississippi

11:55 Recognition of New Officers/Passing
the Gavel

12:00 Prayer/Closing Chorus

* Please Note!
In consultation with the Baptist Faith and

Message Study Committee, the Committee on
Order of Business has scheduled the report of
the Baptist Faith and Message Study Commit-
tee for the Wednesday morning session to
allow adequate time for full presentation and
discussion of this important issue and to assure
the availability of tellers.

- Herschel Morgan, Chairman
Committee on Order of Business




Missions remams top priority as Wilkins shifts gears

By Trennis Henderson
Editor

LOUISVILLE—After 70 trips to
some 40 countries since 1969, Calvin
Wilkins is preparing to slow down.
Not likely.

Wilkins, who recently retired as
director of the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention’s partnership missions depart-
ment, will continue to serve the de-
partment as a part-time consultant.
That means he also will continue to
travel overseas to help spread the gos-

pel through partnership mission’

projects.

As the first full-time partnership
missions director for the KBC,
Wilkins has become known as “Mr.
Partnership Missions” to thousands of
missions volunteers across the com-
monwealth.

After the state convention’s first
missions partnership in the 1980s with
Baptists in Kenya, Wilkins was cho-
sen in 1988 to head the KBC’s mis-
sions partnership emphasis. Since
then, he has coordinated Kentucky
Baptist missions partnerships in Bra-
zil and Russia as well as current part-
nership efforts in Poland, Tanzania
and with the European Baptist Con-
vention. He also has worked with
stateside partnerships in Ohio, Utah-
Idaho and New England.

Earlier this summer, Wilkins
switched to a consultant role, turning
-over the day-to-day leadership to Ross
Bauscher, the department’s new direc-
tor.

Affirming the KBC’s commitment
to partnership missions, Wilkins said,
“Each partnership has had its own
uniqueness. I can see the impact it has
made on volunteers.”

He said several volunteers have
responded to a call to vocational min-
istry, with some becoming career mis-
sionaries or pastors and others becom-
ing “career volunteers.”

" o | s O RE 3
GLOBAL FOCUS Calvin Wilkins (left) visits with international missionary Charles Dixon
during a mission trip to Tanzania. Wilkins has logged 70 trips to more than 40 countries
as part of his commitment to partnership missions.

Wilkins said partnership volunteers
also gain “a greater awareness of mis-
sions and are more supportive of mis-
sions causes across the board.”

“It’s been amazing to see how this
has caught on with typical church
members,” he added.

Wilkins’ first experience with part-
nership missions came in 1969 dur-
ing the Crusade of the Americas.
While serving as pastor of Briensburg
Baptist Church in Benton, he was in-
vited to participate in an evangelism
project in Jamaica.

“I preached in four churches and
saw 127 people respond to Christ,” he
recalled. “That lit a fire in me” for
overseas missions work.

After a mission trip to Trinidad in

1972, Wilkins began to invite laypeo-
ple from his congregation and sur-
rounding churches to participate in the
projects.

“Once the laypeople got a feel for
this type of mission work, it just grew.
It was always pretty easy to put teams
together to go.’

During pastorates at First Baptist
Church of Providence and Elm Grove
Baptist Church in Murray, Wilkins
continued to coordinate overseas mis-
sion trips. In 1984, he was called as
director of missions for Graves Coun-
ty Baptist Association, noting that
“they wanted somebody who would
lead them to more missions involve-
ment.”

Reflecting on his years of service

with the KBC, Wilkins effortlessly
recalls details of each of the major
partnerships.

During the three-year partnership
in Kenya, the number of Baptist
churches there doubled, he noted. In
Brazil, Kentucky Baptist volunteers
helped build 28 churches and in Rus-
sia, workers were involved in 46 con-
struction projects.

“Russia was the big challenge,” he
said, with plans for the partnership
starting just one year after the Soviet
Union’s political collapse.

“It was the mystique that in this
vast country that had been closed to
the gospel the doors were flung open,”
he explained. “It was history in the
making just to be part of that move-
ment of God. God took ordinary folks
and did some extraordinary things
with them.”

Wilkins also highlighted the
KBC’s newest partnership with the
European Baptist Convention which
includes 67 English-language congre-
gations in 22 countries.

“With European Baptists, we’re
seeing a tremendous opportunity for
Kentucky Baptists to be involved in
global missions in the truest sense,”
he said.

“We have the opportunity to help
disciple new believers who will go
back to their home countries and share
the message of Christ. It puts a few
more ripples in the pond as it widens
into various parts of the world.”

As he switches gears in his semi-
retirement years, Wilkins said, “It
amazes me how God allowed me to
be part of such a mighty movement,
to see how lives all over the world
have been chang

But Mr. Partnership Missions isn’t
content to look back for very long.

Emphasizing that “the whole jour-
ney is just a step at a time,” he ex-
plained, “There’s still much to be
done.”

“There’s still much
to be done.”

Calvin Wilkins, retired
director of KBC
partnership missions

Bauscher: Partnership efforts ‘make a difference in the kingdom of God’

By Trennis Henderson for missions and evangelism,” he related congregations group through our
Editor explained. When he was invited to that need construction associations or
; consider the KBC position, he added, “I and leadership churches.

LOUISVILLE—Ross Bauscher believes started looking at how much mission work  development to “God has called us
personal involvement in mission trips | had done in my life and how God had churches with as co-laborers,” he
makes a difference in people’s lives. That's  shaped my life for this time. internationals from emphasized. “We're
why he has taken on the challenge of * “For me, partnership missions goes several countries who there to assist them.as
coordinating Kentucky Baptist partnership beyond a mission trip overseas,” Bauscher  need evangelism and they feel led by the
mission efforts around the globe. said. “We're partnering with God and one  vacation Bible school- Spirit of God.”

“A mission trip makes a difference in another to build up the kingdom of God for  type programs. Citing extensive
you, it makes a difference in others asyou  His glory.” Bauscher cited the mission needs in
touch them and it makes a difference in Bauscher said one of his top prioritiesis to  Southern Baptist Kentucky and New
your church as you come back,” he encourage expanded prayer support for International Mission England as well as

CULTURAL CONNECTION Ross Bauscher
(right), the KBC’s partnership missions
director, speaks with the assistance of an
interpreter during a conference in Tanzania.

Board's increased
focus on unreached
people groups in the
Third World region
known as the 10-40
Window. He said that leaves fewer
resources for English-language churches
and other established but struggling
ministries in Europe and elsewhere.
“These churches need all kinds of
assistance,” he said. “My philosophy is
that if the IMB is defunding their support,
Kentucky Baptists have a wonderful
opportunity to adopt a church or people
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overseas, Bauscher
said, “I want people to
be involved in missions
whether it's here or
overseas.”

Speaking from experience, he added,
“You go to be a blessing and you end up
being blessed.”

For information about partnership
mission opportunities in the European
Baptist Convention, Poland and New
England, contact Bauscher at (502) 244-
6462 or toll-free in Kentucky at (888) 254-
5724,

emphasized. “And ultimat. y, it makes a
difference in the kingdom of God.”

Bauscher, the Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s new director of partnership
missions, previously served more than 12
years as pastor of Macedonia Baptist
Church in Owensboro.

“I never thought | was going to leave the
pastorate,” he noted. But during a mission
trip to Tanzania, he told God he was open
to do “whatever You want me to do.” As a
result, he began serving last month in his
new role.

“I've always had a hunger in my heart

partnership missions. His goal is to recruit
eight regional prayer coordinators who will
enlist prayer partners throughout the state.
“Partnership missions always begins
with prayer,” he said. “Without prayer, you
can’t accomplish anything anyway.”
Bauscher also hopes to enlist 30 team
leaders to coordinate key partnership
mission trips in the coming year. He said
his goal is to “give people the opportunity
and tell them what can be accomplished.”
Bauscher, who recently traveled to
Europe to assess partnership needs there,
said opportunities range from military-




Dos & Don’ts

The United Methodist
Church has released a
video to help members
be more welcoming as
the denomination
launches an ad
campaign to welcome
visitors.

Among its suggestions:

Do look visitors in the
eye when shaking their
hands.

Do have signs pointing

to the sanctuary, Sunday -

school, restrooms.

Do have friendly parking
attendants as a first sign
of hospitality.

Don’t act like pews or
seats are reserved for
regular churchgoers.

Don’t stare at restless
visiting children.

Don’t ignore strangers at
fellowship times.

Churches seek new ways to welcome & keep visitors

Continued from page 1
comers but everyone in that church if
they’ve been there for one minute or
for 10 years.”

The singing welcome at People’s
Community Baptist Church impressed
Dorothy Hill-Aird, a human resourc-
es specialist visiting from Union City,
Calif.

“I thought it was a very warm, in-
clusive gesture,” she said. “Just really
made you feel warmly welcomed—a
personal touch you don’t usually see
in churches.”

But too often, experts say, individ-
ual congregations leave the job of
welcoming solely to a committee or
the ushers.

“They don’t realize the importance
of putting a person at ease,” said Sy-
lester Williams, past president of the
National United Church Ushers Asso-
ciation of America Inc.

“If a person comes into a church
and there’s no one to shake their hand,
if there’s no one to say, ‘Well, wel-

.come. We’re glad you're here this

morning’ and provide them with even
directions to the washroom ... it makes
a difference. And that person will not
feel comfortable returning to that
church.” .

Although the Vatican imprimatur
on the practice arrived in May, Den-
nis McManus, a liturgy expert for the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
in Washington, estimates that greet-
ers have become more popular in
Catholic churches during the last three
to five years.

“I think now way more than half—
I’d say 65 percent, maybe 70 percent
of parishes—have people at the
doors,” he said.

Welcoming—or the lack thereof—
has become the source of serious
study by longtime observers and par-
ticipants in church life.

Horswill-Johnston has learned
through research about the sociology
of newcomers and culled nuggets of
information to pass on to those learn-
ing how to welcome them: Within 10
minutes of darkening a church’s door,
visitors know if they will return or not.
The .average newcomer leaves the
building within three minutes of the
conclusion of the service.

In response, Methodist officials are
training church members to reach out
to everyone within 10 feet of them—
whether they know them or not—and
say good-bye to newcomers within
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ELCOME SONG ho:r membérs at People’s Cbmmunily éapn:st Church in Silver .Spnng, Mad., sing a welcoming so.

ng for visitors

each Sunaay. The song includes hand motions that symbolize waving newcomers into the church. (RNS photo by Tyrone Turner)

three minutes after the last hymn is
sung.

Pastor T.J. Baltimore, the founder
of People’s Community Baptist, said
his church’s welcome song—institut-
ed shortly after he began the church
in 1978—is an alternative to other
congregations’ tradition of having vis-
itors stand and verbally introduce
themselves to the congregation.

“People are uncomfortable,” he
said. “They are afraid because most
congregations are stuck-up, they’re
insensitive, they’re not free and spir-
ited enough to greet someone.”

At arecent Igniting Ministry work-
shop in Frederick, Md., trainers aimed
to get congregants over that hesitant
hump and willing to reach out to the
new faces in their crowd. :

Coordinator Larry Hygh led the
260 attendees in brief calisthenics in
a multipurpose room accented with
basketball nets. “Open hearts, open
minds, open doors,” he said, pointing
by turn to his heart and head and then
spreading his arms wide.

“I can’t hear you,” he only half-
way joked, as the trainees learned to
say the mantra louder and louder
through the morning.

Pastor Jim Embrey, who attended
the workshop representing Middle-
way United Methodist Church near
Charles Town, W. Va., said he knows
of visitors at other churches who were
told they were sitting in someone
else’s seat or rejected for youthful ac-
cessories like lip piercings and Mo-
hawks.

“I really believe that there is a lot
of work that we all have to do to make
people feel totally comfortable in our
church,” he said.

Those steeped in the work of wel-
coming say the effort may begin even
before visitors get to the door and con-
tinues during the week after the wor-
ship service.

Paul Rosstad, director of facilities
and technology at National City Chris-
tian Church in Washington, said his
congregation began contracting with
a valet parking service last October to
make it easier for people to attend the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
congregation located on a busy traffic
circle.

“I think that’s our mission,” Ross-
tad said of proactive welcoming tech-
niques. “It’s part of what we’re
charged to do as Christ’s church.”

o

Some congregations supplement
the traditional letter from the pastor
that thanks visitors for coming with a
personal call or a visit with fresh
baked goods.

At James River Assembly of God
in Springfield, Mo., a part-time work-
er in the church’s kitchen gets the list
of Sunday visitors each Monday and
does some quick multiplication to pre-
pare enough one-dozen bags of cook-
ies to be delivered by a visitation team
that evening.

“Welcoming guests is not a sci-
ence, it’s an art,” said Dick Hardy, the
congregation’s administrative pastor
in charge of the hospitality ministry.

While many churches emphasize
hospitality, experts say what’s sand-
wiched in between the welcome and
“Thank you” ultimately determines
whether visitors return.

Said Russ Chandler, a retired reli-
gion writer for the Los Angeles Times
and author of the book “Feeding the
Flock: Restaurants and Churches
You’d Stand in Line For”: “You may
use so-called gimmicks or different in-
centives maybe to get people there,
but then you don’t compromise the
message, which is the gospel.”




Contact Kentucky WMU for state missions teaching
materials, posters, offering envelopes, promotional
ideas and a FREE State Missions Video
toll-free (888) 254-5716

Read about the work of Kentucky Baptists
through Mission Service Corps, literacy
ministry, resort/leisure ministries and

church planting in the Sept. 4 issue of the

Western Recorder.

CAMP FUN Kristin Belcher, Cedar Crest cabin leader, enjoys the pool with GAs. Full camp report on page 3 of this insert.

Fall 2001

A Personal Word

As I reflected on the “Beyond Belief” experiences
of my life recently, one is that my first two years as
your WMU executive director have passed so
quickly. I am grateful to a wonderful staff and Ex-

ecutive Board for their tireless
efforts in missions education
and support. I appreciate the
wonderful relationship we have
with Bill Mackey and all the
Kentucky Baptist Convention
staff and officers. I am grateful
for the directors of missions and
their leadership in Kentucky. Iap-
© preciate each Kentucky mission-
Joy Bolton 2ary and missions volunteer,
Executive Whether serving here in Kentucky
Director- or around the world. And above
Treasurer all, I am grateful to each WMU
member, beginning with our
preschoolers and going up to those who have been loyal
supporters for many years. Each of you plays a part in
taking the gospel into all the world.

The production of this year’s state missions materi-
als has been another “Beyond Belief”” experience for
me. We began last January with two days of video tap-
ing interviews with people involved with literacy, re-
sort/leisure ministry, church planting and Mission Ser-
vice Corps. Kristen White, our writer, prepared the
manuscript in one week. We then wrote a script for the
video and selected segments of the interviews for the
video. From there, Larry Brannin, media associate with
the KBC, went to work to obtain needed background
footage. Later Larry skillfully edited and brought it all
together. Each time I view the new state missions video,
I still feel overwhelmed at God’s goodness in helping
us turn an idea on paper into a 30-minute video with
related printed materials for use by Kentucky Baptists
to tell our state missions story.

Thank you, Kristin White and Larry Brannin, for
helping us tell the missions story in such a marvel-
ous way. Thanks to each person who took time to
share his or her missions story.

A sample packet of materials was mailed to each
church WMU director or contact person in mid-June.
If your church has not received this packet, please
contact our office. The packet includes an order card
for additional copies of the “What’s Your Connec-
tion” poster, prayer guide and Eliza Broadus Offer-
ing envelopes. Each church will receive a copy of
the new state missions video with its order. All ma-
terials are provided without charge.

An analysis of the 1999-2000 Eliza Broadus Of-
fering showed that out of 2,485 Kentucky Baptist
churches and missions included, only 1,087 gave to the
Eliza Broadus Offering that year. Our goal for 2000-
2001 is not only to increase the total gifts received, but
also to see an increase in the number of churches giv-
ing through this offering.

It is our prayer that as you view the video, read the
state missions master article and participate in a state
missions program or presentation, you will discover
your connection to state missions. Whether through
praying, giving or volunteering, we need you to get con-
nected to Kentucky state missions!
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Information
for WMU
Directors

I's missions participation in your
church active and excit- :
ing? This could be a
great time to chal-
lenge new missions
groups to begin.
FREE curriculum
materials are avail-
able for ONE YEAR to
any church starting a
new organization or one

that it has not had for two years.
Do you need a'new Mission
Friends organization? Girls in
Action? A new Women on Mis-
sion or Adults on Mission organi-
zation? Call us toll-free at (888)
254-5726 for complete details.

Project HELP: Literacy
Brooke Green of Leitchfield
First Baptist Church’s story will
be told in your November Mis-
sions Mosaic. Her Chinese ex-
change student became a Chris-
tian, as did the young woman
who works in a Chinese restau-
rant to whom Brooke taught
English as a Second Language.

International Missions Empha-
sis 2001—Dec. 2-9

Watch for your sample pack-
age of international missions
materials. It will arrive after the
first week in October. Order
your envelopes, prayer guides
and posters early. If your church
has a prayer coordinator, in-
volve her/him in your prayer
emphasis plans. Challenge your
church with a worthy goal for
the Lottie Moon Christmas Of-
fering—at least 15 percent more
than you gave last year. Use the
visual in the Winter WMU Lead-
ership Team Resource Kit to
show progress toward your goal,
or create your own way to indi-
cate progress. (Some folks have
used the 3’ by 5’ fabric world
map available from a fabric store
or Wal-Mart for this purpose.)

Check with your pastor in
September to see if he has re-
ceived the Pastor’s Planning
Materials from the International
Mission Board. This usually in-
cludes a video and audio tape,
clip art and other helps.

Many Kentucky Baptists
have been to Kenya or Tanza-
nia on partnership mission trips,
and have been in contact with
the Maasai people who are fea-
tured in the International Mis-
sion Study. Consider asking one
of them to lead the mission
study or to share pictures and
other memorabilia to provide a
personal introduction to the
Maasai people.

—Anna Mary Byrdwell

Adults

Fall retreats
With September quickly approaching and
thoughts of cooler weather on the horizon, now
is the time to register for the Women on Mis-
sion/Baptist Nursing Fellowship Fall Re-
treats. The theme for the retreats is “The Truth
Shall Set You Free.”
On Oct. 5-6, 2001, Kay Mackey, wife of
Kentucky Baptist Convention Executive Di-
rector Bill Mackey, will be the
keynote speaker at Jonathan

‘\\ &'L Y4 #: Creek. Angela Payne, an
~waay — author with New Hope Pub-
=p A(\a‘g lishing, will lead at Cedar-

2 P " more on Oct. 12-13. We
have planned many new

conferences and special worship experiences
that will give you an opportunity to spend
some quality time reflecting on the awesome
works of God. Make your reservation now to
be with us.

Thoughts of “More than Gold”
Are you getting Olympic fe-
ver? I am. It’s not very often that
you get an opportunity to at-
tend the Olympic Games, but
this could be YOUR chance!
Kentucky WMU will take an
Enterpriser team of 15 women
to serve with Global Outreach
Ministries at the Salt Lake City
winter Olympics on Feb. 19-26, 2002. The first
15 applications that are completed with a de-
posit of $200 will make up the team. Team

ON MISSION

members will participate in evangelistic out-
reach activities, hospitality bag distribution and
fan entertainment. Applications can be ac-
quired through the WMU state office. Contact
Tonya for further details.

Tonya’s Tip—On Oct. 14, we will observe
World Hunger Sunday in Southern Baptist
churches. Lead your mission groups to collect
quarters, small non-perishable food items such
as peanut butter and crackers or canned meat,
and plastic spoons. Place these items along
with a New Testament or gospel tract in zip-
lock bags. Distribute the bags to homeless
people in your community or keep the bags in
your car and hand them out as you see home-
less people. This is a great way to meet the
needs of the hungry in our own communities.
—Tonya Williams

Youth

Acteens Splash was held at Jonathan Creek
June 15-16.The sum-
mer retreat com- R
bined missions e
and, well, splash-
ing as Acteens
worshipped, at-
tended workshops and
enjoyed Kentucky Lake. I had the opportu-
nity to share about my time as a missionary in
Russia. Son Share, a Kentucky Baptist Stu-
dent Union summer missions team, led wor-
ship through drama and music. Make plans
to attend next summer on June 22-23.

Acteens from across the state made their
way to Cedar Crest this summer for a week
of Bible study, missions and fun. Acteens ex-
amined their beliefs about God and the ways
in which God believes in them. For more in-
formation about camp, see page 3 of this in-
sert. :
It was thrilling to worship with 46,000
youth at the Billy Graham crusade. Some-
how; I found myself at the very front of the
stage. This gave me a unique vantage point to
look over the thousands on the field and in
the stands. Watching a multitude of young

people worship was incredible. More than
2,700 made decisions that night, and I found
that the most wonderful thing of all was
watching as youth introduced other youth to
Christ.

The youth material for the Eliza Broadus
Offering for State
Missions focuses on
church planting.
Your church has re-
ceived this lesson
which will encour-
age your youth to
see the communities
around them as mis-
sion fields full of |
unreached people
groups.

The third annual
Youth on Mission
Night will be held at
Northside Baptist
Church in Elizabeth-
town on Nov. 9- 10.
We had a blast last

year learning about EVANGELISTS From left: Laura Rodgers and LaRaine Dail at youth night at the June
Bllly Graham Crusade in Louisville.

missions and we ex-

pect to have another great experience this
year. David and Cathy Brandon, missionar-
ies to Eastern Africa, will be our speakers. A
team of college students will lead worship.
The cost is $10 per participant.

—LaRaine Dail

Preschool
" Mission Friends

Welcome to all Mission Friends teachers! You have an im-
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portant part in the spiritual development of young children as
you nurture and teach them in Mission Friends. A new church
year brings changes in Starz. Watch for new age group-

ings in Mission Friends, two new concepts in spiri-
tual development and a new look for Start. As
you begin planning for the year, make sure you
have a copy of the new WMU How To: Mis-
sions Friends. This new book offers invaluable
information as you lead preschoolers.

Plan now to introduce preschoolers to mission-
aries in Maasailand, Africa, and the people who
live there through Everyone Needs a Church, the
International Mission Study for Preschoolers. The unit contains
activities and stories and can be taught during a churchwide study in
December or during any regular class for preschoolers.

Need suggestions for Christmas or birthday gifts for preschoolers?
Encourage parents, grandparents and friends of preschoolers to give
some of the many delightful books produced by WMU, SBC as gifts
for special preschoolers on their lists. The newest releases include
God’s Beautiful World and Myself.

Children

Girls in Action

The world is at the fingertips of girls in grades
1-6 as they take the GA Virtual World Tour this
year in Girls in Action. As their leader, you will guide
them in “visiting” many places around the world,

meeting missionaries and learning how they share the good news of
Jesus Christ. Be prepared by:

* Reading the new WMU How To: Girls in Action which helps GA
leaders know how to organize, plan and lead Girls in Action.

* Using the 2001-2002 WMU Year Book to help you know month
by month what is in store for Girls in Action. -

* Planning each meeting using Aware magazine and one of the
three teaching plans in it, along with Discovery for grades 1-4 and
GA World for grades 5-6.

e Introducing GAs to WorldVentures, the individual achievement
plan.

* Involving GAs and other children in your church in the 2001
State Missions Emphasis in September and the International Mis-
sion Emphasis in December. :

Children in Action

Attention all agents! You are invited to come to the Children in
Action Missions Day Camp on Saturday, Sept.
15, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at Cedar Crest (located

on the grounds of Cedarmore). Boys and f ﬁ;{ ‘qo

girls in grades 1-6 will meet missionar- 9 \?>

ies, make new friends, learn about God ‘)\\9‘
w =

and His creation, do crafts, play games 5‘
and lots more. The cost is $7 per per-

son. Contact Kentucky WMU for more
information.

—Brenda Price
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Once again summer has flown
by. The Kentucky WMU staff has
been busy with World Missions
Unlimited and camps.

Now fall is here, and we are
focusing on the 2001 Week of -
Prayer for State Missions and the
Eliza Broadus Of-
fering. The theme
is “What’s Your
Connection?” If
you are a Ken-
tucky Baptist, you
can be connected
to missions in
Kentucky by
praying, giving
and going. The
Week of Prayer
material focuses
on literacy mis-
sions, resort/lei-
sure ministry, church planting and
Mission Service Corps. As we
learn about these areas of minis-
try in Kentucky, let’s pray that
more Kentucky Baptists will be
led to pray, give and go as we la-
bor together in sharing the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ.

October is the time for fall re-
treats. I hope you will choose one
to attend. Tonya Williams has
worked hard to put together a fun
and exciting weekend for you.

Driving down the AA highway
last week, I came upon two little
girls and a lemonade stand. I
couldn’t help but stop on that 99-
degree day. As I approached the
stand and saw the dirty glasses
and extremely watery lemonade,
I decided I might be allergic to
lemonade. I asked them what they
were earning money for, and they
told me they were saving to go to
camp. They had earned seven
cents toward the $95 it would take
to get them to camp. I had dismal
thoughts of their chances of get-
ting to camp.

After chatting with these two
delightful little girls, I thought I
would like to send them to camp.
So I walked home with them and
talked with their parents, and it
was decided they were going to
camp. The shouts of glee and
smiles on their faces will be
etched in my memory forever.
But the father said something to
me [ also will never forget: “I
want them to grow up and be
good girls, but that church
shouldn’t send home things like
that when they know we don’t
have $95.” God wanted those
little girls at camp. He gave me
the blessing. y

Let us remember to keep our
eyes and hearts open. God is
working all around us and desires
for us to be a part of this work.
By looking with our hearts we
will see the needs around us, and
He will be glorified. What’s your
connection?

Sara Billups
Kentucky
wmu
president

Camp Roundup

Kentucky WMU recently com-
pleted another successful camp-
ing season at Cedar Crest and
Jonathan Creek. Campers of all
ages experienced the joy of God’s
creation during GA and Acteens
week-long or overnight camps and
Mother/Daughter Overnight
camps.

The camp theme was “I Believe
in God, He Believes in Me.”
Through Bible study, quiet time,
worship and missions classes,
campers learned how to show

their belief in God and how God,
in turn, shows us evidence of His
love.

At Cedar Crest, life-changing
decisions were made. We rejoice
with those who made professions
of faith, rededications and com-

‘mitments to full-time service.

Campers at Cedar Crest contrib-
uted more than $1,100 to mis-
sions to be used in disaster relief
on the mission field and for the
Eliza Broadus Offering for State

UNLIMITED OPPORTUNITIES Conferences were held at Campbellsville University; Central Baptist Church,
Winchester; and First Baptist Church, Hopkinsville.

Missions. A special note of thanks
to all the staff, missionaries, vol-
unteers and our nurse who made
camp a wonderful experience. It
couldn’t have been done without

you.

34

Jonathan Creek hosted a GA
overnight, Mother/Daughter
overnight and Acteens Splash.
Campers experienced Bible
study, worship, missionaries,
crafts, swimming and lake-front
activities. A big “thank you” to
Joyce Brown, Peggy Monroe,
Brenda Price and LaRaine Dail
for directing the camps at
Jonathan Creek as well as the
chaperones, missionaries and
staff who helped.

Let’s get the word out about
camp for next year. Plans are un-
derway for another summer of
fun, fellowship, activities and
learning about missions work in
our world.

—Evie Cash

More than 500
WMU and
Brotherhood
leaders
participated in
World Missions
Unlimited 2001
in July.

2002 camp dates:

Cedar Crest (at Cedarmore)

Week-long Camp Mother/Daughter Overnights
June 17-21 GA Camp June 21-22
June 24-28 GA & Acteens Camp June 28-29
July 8-12  GA & Acteens Camp July 1-2

July 15-19 GA Camp July 12-13

Jonathan Creek

June 14-15 Mother/Daughter Overnight
June 21-22 GA Overnight
June 21-22 Acteens Splash

3-A
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THANK
YOU FOR
ADOPTING
SUMMER

MISSIONARIES

Thank you, all
Women on Mis-
sion, Acteens,
Youth on Mission
and GA groups
who adopted a
Kentucky Baptist
Student Union
summer mission-
ary or a Cedar
Crest camp staffer.
Please continue to
pray for your
students and invite
them to visit your

church.

Calendar

September November

7 Kentucky Acteens Advisory Panel |5 Baptist Women’s World Day of
Applications Due Prayer x

8 . Super Saturday, Unity BC, Ashland | 9-10 Youth On Mission Night, Northside
Super Saturday, First BC, Paducah BC, Elizabethtown

9-16 Season of Prayer for State 13-14  Kentucky Baptist Convention,
Missions & Eliza Broadus State First BC, Murray
Missions Offering Goal:
$1,000,000 December

15 Children in Action Day Camp, 1 Acteens Activators Applications

; Cedar Crest Due

19-21  Global Celebration of Women, 2-9 Season of Prayer for International

Houston, Texas Missions & Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering Goal: $120 million

October

5-6 Women on Mission/BNF Retreat, | February
Jonathan Creek 11-17  Focus on WMU

12-13  Women on Mission/BNF Retreat,
Cedarmore April

L World Hunger Day 56  Exalt, State Acteens Conference,

25-28  KY WMU Executive Board St. Matthews BC, Louisville
Meeting, Cedarmore 12-13  Kentucky WMU Annual Meeting,

22T KBC SALT, Severns Valley BC, First BC, Madisonville
Elizabethtown
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b »® Do You Have Olympic Dreams?

Come join women from around Kentucky as we
travel to Salt Lake City-to minister to athletes
and spectators from around the world! A
Kentucky WMU Enterpriser team will be formed
to serve with Global Outreach Ministries on
Feb. 19-26, 2002. Please contact Tonya
Williams toll-free at (888) 254-5726 for an
application.

K;

State Activators Event

Join Acteens from
across the state
June 30-July 5, 2002,
in Lynch, Ky., for a
week of missions
service.
Applications due
Dec. 1.
For information
contact LaRaine toll-
free: (888) 254-5726.

Fall Retreats

Women on Mission and
Baptist Nursing Fellowship

“The Truth Shall Set You Free”

Oct. 5-6
Jonathan Creek
Featuring: Kay Mackey

Oct. 12-13 Cedarmore
Featuring: Angela Payne

" Call toll-free now for a brochure
with further details.
(888) 254-5726

~ Missionary Parents’ Fellowship Luncheon

= Saturday, Sept. 29
= Cecelia Baptist Church, Cecilia

ar
11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
|

$7 (reservations required)
For more information or to make a reservation, call the
state WMU office toll-free at (888) 254-5726.
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Case could test church
houndaries for land use

Continued from page 1

the city, Fees said. Hamilton was the
lead attorney when the Supreme Court
ruled unconstitutional the 1993 Free-
dom of Religion Act after a church
used the act to justify an expansion.

Congress passed legislation last
year to replace the 1993 law. The new
law requires local governments to
have a compelling interest, such as
public safety, to enforce land-use reg-
ulations that impose a substantial bur-
den on religious activities. And the
law says a local government must find
the “least restrictive” way to satisfy the
public interest.

Word of the Huntsville dispute per-
colated up to the National Trust for
Historic Preservation. Trust officials
contacted Hamilton because they
thought the outcome of the case could
affect historic neighborhoods else-
where.

David Block, Temple B’nai Sho-
lom’s attorney, said the synagogue is
considering bringing in lawyers who
specialize in prominent religious free-
dom cases.

“A number of religious freedom
experts are very interested,in our
case,” he said.

He argued that the federal Reli-
gious Land Use law doesn’t allow the
city to force the synagogue to spend
money repairing the house.

The temple wants to demolish the
house and use the property as open
space for a playground and outdoor
religious activities until it’s ready to
expand the synagogue.

It would cost about $80,000 to
make the house livable, Block said.
That is government interference in the
congregation’s religious activities be-
cause it takes money away that could
be used to pay a rabbi’s salary or to
buy religious materials, he argued.

Fees said the issue is property use,
not freedom of religion.

“If it is demolished, they won’t
pray any differently or worship any
differently,” Fees said.

Call Long Term Care
e Experts NOW!

Marian Scott  Carol James
Western KY/Purchase Area Louisville
Local # (270) 759-9616  Local # (502) 245-3966

Toll-free: (800) 576-0820 Toll-free: (800) 227-1394

We bring good things to life.

Insurance products underwritten by General Electric

Capital Assurance Company 81669

Other church-state lawsuits

The Temple B’nai Sholom’s lawsuit against Huntsville,
Ala., is not the only dispute over a religious group’s use of
land and local zoning laws. Other cases include:

M In a consent agreement signed by a federal judge,
Grand Haven, Mich., agreed to let Shores Community
Church hold services in a shopping center. City officials had
contended such meetings were not allowed at the location.

M Congregation Etz Chaim, composed of about 60
Orthodox Jews, filed a federal lawsuit against Los Angeles
for denying it a permit to hold services in an upscale
neighborhood. City attorneys said the services would harm
the character of the neighborhood by such things as
attracting traffic and creating noise. The congregation’s
attorney noted that the members walk to services as required
by their religion.

M A federal judge ruled in favor of Congregation Kol Ami
in its lawsuit against Abington Township in Pennsylvania
after the zoning board wouldn’t allow the congregation to
use property it bought from another church. The property
had been used for various churches and religious purposes
since 1957. The town’s zoning law prohibits new places of
worship in residential districts. The Jewish congregation was
denied a variance, although a Greek Orthodox church had
been there since 1995 with a variance.

M The Hale O Kaula, a small congregation affiliated with
the Fellowship of the Living Word, bought a six-acre tract in
an agricultural zone in Hawaii to build a worship center. It
had sought permission since 1995 to build the center. In
June, the Maui Planning Commission denied the
congregation a special use permit after a county attorney told
the panel it didn’t need to consider the Religious Land Use
act in reaching a decision. The congregation sued.

Berg, a law professor at Samford
University’s Cumberland School of
Law, indicated the temple has a good
argument.

“The standard in the act is if the
government puts undue restrictions on
the freedom of religious exercise,” he
said. “Making them spend a substan-
tial amount of money on repairs may
be a substantial burden on the church.”

He said the city might have better
grounds arguing public safety than
historic preservation. The temple’s
attorneys could argue that public safe-
ty would be better served by demol-
ishing the house.

Block said if the house was any-
where else in the city, “we would have
gotten a (demolition) permit the day
we applied for it.”

Fees said buyers know upfront that
the property in a historic district faces
more restrictions.

He said the temple has let the house
fall into disrepair during 30 years of
neglect and now wants to use its un-
safe condition as an excuse to demol-
ish it. Historic préservationists call that
“demolition by neglect.” The temple’s
representatives have adamantly de-
nied that is the case here.

State law requires appeals of his-
toric preservation commission deci-
sions to be filed in state circuit court.
The city successfully had the case
moved to federal court because of the
federal issues raised.

Federal Judge Lynwood Smith re-
cently denied the synagogue’s request
to return the case to state circuit court
and ordered the two sides into media-
tion.
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WIDOW’S GARDEN

Dez-ons at Olive Baptist
Church in Pensacola, Fla.,
took the initiative to turn a

two-acre plot next to the

church building into a
year-round garden for the
elderly and widowed.

W Above: Member Harold
Johnson works daily in
the garden.

Deacons plant garden for elderly and widows

By Janet Cooper
Baptist Press

PENSACOLA, Fia. (BP)—The
sounds of Davis Highway and the
hectic pace of the city fade away
when one enters two acres of culti-
vated farmland called the “Widow’s
Garden.”

Nestled neatly between small or-
chards of pecan trees outside the
walls of Olive Baptist Church in
Pensacola, Fla., the garden opened
in 1999 under the direction of then-
chairman of deacons Randy
Knepper.

He says God prompted the idea
from James 1:27: “Religion that God
our Father accepts as pure and fault-
less is this: to look after orphans and
widows in their distress and to keep
oneself from being polluted by the
world.”

“Our widows and seniors needed
something, and we as deacons need-
ed to take care of them,” Knepper said.

Knowing that most of the widows
had no opportunity or ability to plant
a garden of their own, Knepper ap-
proached the deacons at Olive Baptist
with the idea of a churchwide project.

“I contacted Tom Farris, a fellow
church member and an agriculture
teacher at Ransom Middle School, to
help me get started,” Knepper re-
counted. After testing the soil, spread-
ing 600 pounds of fertilizer and break-
ing the ground, the ground was ready
for sowing.

The Widow’s Garden is open to all
of the church’s widows and seniors.

T rs "— i '0‘ , “p‘ 4-, A
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Each deacon is assigned a widow and
given the responsibility of picking
vegetables for them if they can’t do it.

“What was fun about this was hear-
ing and seeing some of the widows
picking (vegetables) themselves and
then carrying them to other elderly
people,” Knepper said. “It would
probably be cheaper to cut a deal with
the produce company to deliver the
peas, but it doesn’t have nearly the
benefit that the fellowship they have
doing it provides.”

Church member Loma West, 83,
arrives almost daily to collect from the
garden’s harvest. West not only picks,
but also shells peas before delivering
them to at least 20 other “old folks,”
as she calls her peers.

The deacons support the garden
financially, sometimes calling on do-
nations from Sunday school classes,
while volunteers cultivate and then
harvest their efforts. Church member
Harold Johnson, who works daily in
the garden, recalled collecting $850 in
one hour of Sunday school.

“We only needed $750 to purchase
a tiller and some other garden equip-
ment, but we walked away with a hun-
dred (dollars) extra that allowed us to

do more,” Johnson said. The garden
also has been blessed with the addi-
tion of a new tractor complete with
spreader and breaking plows.

An irrigation system allows the
garden to be bountiful throughout the
year. In the summer months the gar-
deners tend to a watermelon patch,
cantaloupes, squash, tomatoes, cu-
cumbers, okra, peas, butterbeans, pep-
pers, eggplants, zucchini and even
peanuts. And in the winter the garden
supplies pecans, collards, turnips,
broccoli, cabbage, red potatoes and
green onions.

Another church member owns a
nursery and donates all of the fertiliz-
er and plants that are used.

Jean Rea, Olive’s social service
director, leads a widowed person’s
support group at Olive. Being a wid-
ow herself, she said the widows of a
church often tend to be forgotten.

“The Widow’s Garden has made
sort of a camaraderie among us. It
makes our widows and seniors feel
special,” Rea said. “One of the inter-
esting things about the garden is not
the actual food, but the entertainment
and memories that it brings back. It is
good therapy for everyone.”

Spending approximately $1,000
per year on the garden, Knepper said
this is a ministry that any church can
afford.

“It‘s not only biblically based, but
it’s easy enough,” he said. “The size
of the church will determine the size
of the garden.”

With additional reporting by News Direc-
tor David Winfrey

| stand amazed in the presence

My column this week is written
by Jack Ellerbrook, our director at
Cedarmore. Jack and his wife, Shir-
ley, have served faithfully in their
roles at Cedarmore since spring of

1998. I am deeply appreciative of

their servant hearts during the last
three years.

With camp just ending, we have
a tendency to take a deep breath
(after eight weeks of kids,
kids, kids) and say,
“Well, we made it
through another year.”

During camp it seems
as though we don’t have
time to breathe. Each
week it’s clean, cook,
mow, sweep, vacuum,
haul trash, repair equip-
ment, maintain swim-'
ming pools and fix water
and sewer lines and air
conditioners.

BAPTIST
ASSEMB

KENTUCKY
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" Rusty Ellison

changed. And changed they were!
Discovery Youth camps report-
ed 84 salvation experiences, 234 re-
dedications and 11 other decisions
made. In the GA/Acteen camps
there were four professions of faith,
one rededication and one commit-
ment to full-time service. The Mis-
sion/Adventure camp had seven
professmns of faith, 11 rededica-
tions, one commitment to
full-time service and nine
other decisions.
However, the work of
God does not stop with
the campers’ decisions.
God also provided Ce-
darmore with a volunteer
staff of about 60 people.
This work was led by our
volunteer coordinators,
Ed and Wanda Lyons.
This group made our
summer so much easier.

LIES

At Cedarmore our
task is to facilitate. Thanks be to
God for allowing our entire staff to
be able to do the very things we
prayed for. Long before camp be-
gan, we prayed for campers, coun-
selors and staff at all three of our
camps (youth, GA and Mission
Adventure). We asked for strength
and desire to do the best job we
could do to-accommodate these
groups. Not only did He allow us
to do our task, He provided teach-
ing staffs at all three campuses who
had a genuine desire to see lives

Along with our entire
Cedarmore staff, Shirley and I
count it a blessing to be at Cedar-
more and to be a part of something
that Kentucky Baptists realized God
wanted to see take place.

Yes, we already are preparing
for next year, expecting even great-
er things to happen. Amaze us
again, Oh Lord!

Rusty Ellison is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Assemblies, Box 37,
Bagdad, KY 40003. Call (502) 747-
8911

Our state paper

The staff and board of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Foundation express
congratulations to the Western Re-
corder staff and board as we join all
Kentucky Baptists in celebrating the
175th anniversary of our Baptist
state paper. It has been my joy per-
sonally to know and to serve along-
side every editor since and includ-
ing Dr. C.R. Daley.

formation and activities
concerning Baptists in
Kentucky and around the
world. In keeping with |
the historic Baptist prin-
ciple of a free Baptist
press, 1 appreciate how |
well our paper fulfills its | ‘
purposes with integrity :

and insight. I commend Barry Allen

Our state paper is crit- Western Recorder. Per-
ical to the advancement FA/LII[H:4¢ haps you would prefer to
of the kingdom in provid- E:i{:3 Ly make an outright gift of
ing and disseminating in- FIIIY[)YiN{[1]'J| cash or appreciated stock

knowledge the freedom for which
Christ set us free (Galatians 5:1),
and let us recommit ourselves to
sharing Christ with those who do
not know Him so they too can be
set free. I encourage you to include
in your charitable gift planning fi-
nancial support to assure the future
of this vital and unique Kentucky
Baptist ministry we know as the

or real estate to an exist-
ing endowment. Or you
might prefer to establish
your own endowment,
and thereby perpetuate
your own Christian wit-
ness beyond your life-
time. If you desire to re-
ceive the income from
the asset to be given, you

Editor Trennis Hender-
son and his staff, and the board, for
effectively fulfilling its covenant
with the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion in the realms of information,
interpretation, promotion, coopera-
tion and the exchange of ideas. The
Western Recorder facilitates our
individual and collective efforts
with its inspirational and informa-
tive reports and stories of what God
is doing through fellow Christians
and with its practical living articles.

As we acknowledge the freedom
we enjoy in America, let us also ac-

should consider a chari-
table glft annuity or a charitable re-
mainder trust. Other giving options
include a bequest in your will or
revocable living trust, or a life in-
surance or retirement plan benefi-
ciary designation.

Please give Laurie Valentine or
me the privilege of assisting you in
structuring your gift.

Barry Allen is president of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Foundation, 10605
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY
40223; (888) 254-5701; www.ky
baptistfoundation.org
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Renovation stops | Report: Stopping on-line porn getting harder |
at historic Martin By Tom Strode they can download files and with
Luther Ki"g church | ggg; rk;'fl/;,'s(:/% ;7& Religious Liberty wh%r}rllettflﬁzgﬁzn 't;agd; g?ém oo IPS 10r parents

popularized such technology in recent

NASHVILLE (BP)—Parents can take steps to protect their
years by making it possible for users

ATLANTA (RNS)—Renova- -
children from on-line predators in several ways, according to

tions at the historic Atlanta WASHINGTON (BP)—A new

church where Martin Luther
King Jr. served as co-pastor have
halted due to a lack of funding.

Work on Ebenezer Baptist
Church stopped Aug. 17, USA
Today reported. The stoppage
could prevent the service mark-
ing King’s January birthday from
being held next year.

The popular tourist attraction
is operated by the National Park
Service and has been part of the
Martin Luther King Jr. National
Historic Site since 1999.

Frank Catroppa, site superin-
tendent, said fund raising has
been difficult because some po-
tential contributors think the fed-
eral government should pay for
the work and others are reluctant
to give money to a religious enti-

The federal Save America’s
Treasures program awarded park
officials a $620,000 grant in
1999, but it was supposed to be
matched by private donations.
The total project costs $1.8 mil-
lion.

The church has been closed to
the public since April and offi-
cials had hoped to reopen it in
December, a month before the
Jan. 15 service marking King’s
birthday.- .

front in the battle against on-line por-
nography has opened, disabling in the
process some of the defenses that par-
ents use to protect children from such
material, according to a recent con-
gressional report.

Internet file-sharing programs are
allowing users to download sexually
explicit videos and photos onto home
computers, circumventing much of
the filtering software designed to
block the reception of pornography
from the World Wide Web.

That’s the news from a report is-
sued by a section of the House of Rep-
resentatives Government Reform
Committee. The special investigations
division of the committee’s minority

staff did the research at the request of

Reps. Henry Waxman, D.-Calif., and
Steve Largent, R.-Okla. J

“These new file-sharing systems
are bringing a problem into our homes
that we’ve never had before,” Wax-
man said in a written statement. “And
it can appear on our children’s com-
puter screens whether they ask for it
or not.”

With file sharing, computer users
can download the software one time,
then avoid using a Web browser or
Web site to access the files they are
seeking. Although they have to go on-
line, they can click on the program’s
icon and become connected to a net-
work with other users from whom

to download audio file$ of songs. At
the height of its popularity, Napster
said it had as many as 70 million us-
ers, many of those young péople.
Court action in response to a legal
challenge by the recording industry
for copyright infringement, however,
crippled Napster’s popularity.

A new wave of file-sharing pro-
grams has filled the vacuum. Unlike
Napster, these new networks make it
possible to download all types of files,
including videos and photographs,
according to the committee report.

The committee staff’s investigation
revealed nearly every form of pornog-
raphy available on the Web also can
be accessed through file sharing:

File-sharing users can access por-
nography without attempting to, ac-
cording to the report. Staff searches
for videos of singers such as Britney
Spears and Christina Aguilera, who
are especially popular with young
teenagers, produced “‘significant num-
bers of pornographic files,” the report
said.

Most filtering software is ineffec-
tive in blocking access to porn through
file sharing, according to the report.
The staff examined seven leading ver-
sions of filtering software. Using the
default setting usually installed, the
investigators found five of these ver-
sions failed to block access to pornog-
raphy through file-sharing programs.

Enough is Enough, an organization dedicated to educating
families on the importance of protecting children from the

harms of pornography.
Among Enough is Enough’s suggestions:
1 Become more computer literate and Internet savvy.
1 Keep the computer in a “public” area in the house.
" Monitor your child’s computer use.

1 Check out parental controls available on your on-line

service. Install filtering/blocking software or use a “clean

Internet provider” that filters at the server level. Recognize

that no filter is foolproof.

1 Don't let children have on-line profiles. That makes
likely that they will be listed in directories or approached
children’s chat rooms. ’

it less
in -

1 Tell children to never give out personal information.
i Do not allow children to send or receive pictures on-line.
1 Tell children to notify their parents if anything seems
strange to them, if they are asked personal questions (for

example, “what are you wearing?”) or if their on-line frie
invites them someplace.

nd

For more information, visit the Enough is Enough Web

site, www.enough.org or call (888) 236-6044.

Waxman and Largent said they are
not proposing legislation to deal with
the problem at this time. Their purpose
in issuing the report was to inform
parents of the problem and to suggest
some steps they may take to respond
to it.

The report and parental tips can be
accessed at www.house.gov/reform/
min/porn.html.

Starting a new year
By Robert Dunston :

"By the time you read this arti-
cle, Cumberland College will be
well under way with our 2001-
2002 academic year.

As busy as we were this past
summer with various groups on
campus using our beautiful facili-
ties, we are delighted to have our
students back on cam-

pus, ready to learn and EKI[{[:]d;{W\{[1}}] and part of the Cumber-
serve. land family.
More than two COLLEGE Even as students ar-

campus early to welcome fresh-
men and help them get adjusted
to college life. ;
Freshmen class members and
transfer students checked into the
dormitories last Friday and began
a busy weekend of activities and
orientation classes. We at Cum-
berland College try to do every-
thing we can to help new students
become acquainted with

weeks ago, the Cumber-
land College students
who serve as resident
assistants in the dormi-
tories arrived back on
campus. After several
days of orientation and
preparation, they were

rived, workmen placed
the finishing touches on
Cumberland’s new bou-
levard and parking lots
and completed pouring
new sidewalks.

Classes begin on
Wednesday, Aug. 29.

ready to open the dorms
to welcome other students.
Several of our athletic teams
were the first major groups of stu-
dents to arrive. Football, men’s
soccer, women’s SOCCer, Cross
country, women’s volleyball and
the cheerleading teams all arrived
to prepare for their seasons and
the athletic trainers returned to
assist. Cumberland’s marching
band also began daily practices.
Baptist Student Union leaders
and members of the campus ac-
tivity board arrived on campus
early last week. Both groups
wanted to be on the Cumberland

As we enter our new
year, we look forward to what
God will do through students, fac-
ulty, staff and administration to
prepare a new generation of
young people to serve Him.

Pray for us as we seek to pro-
vide a quality education in a
Christian environment.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland
College, 6000 College Station Dr.,
Williamsburg, KY 40769

‘BuckV’s’ legacy

Aug. 31 marks more than the
end of the summer of 2001. It con-
cludes a child care career unlike any
I’ve ever witnessed. Robert Buck-
ley Carlin’s first experience with
Kentucky Baptists’ child care pro-
gram began when he was 13, stand-
ing in a judge’s office in Owens-
boro and being given an incredible
choice: the reformatory or a chil-
dren’s home.

There were two chil-
dren’s homes applica-
tions on the judge’s desk
that day; one had a pic-
ture of a cow on it. Buck-
ley chose that one, and
soon he was headed to
Glendale to what then
was known as the Ken-
tucky Baptist Children’s
Home. From 1949 until
1954, Buckley lived and
learned at the Glendale
home and made another

Bill Smith

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

istry. He and his wife, Sue, used
4-H to instill responsibility and self-
esteem in the children. Cows, crafts,
dogs and music became part of the
healing process for hundreds of
children who came to Glen Dale
looking for hope.

For 21 years, Buckley has dedi-
cated himself to Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children. He is retiring
from full-time work, but
will continue to be an ad-
vocate for the kids and
spokesman for this min-
istry.

‘When I think about all
the things Buckley has
done for KBHC and for
the children, I think per-
haps his greatest gift has
been his empathy. Buck-
ley has an understanding
of our kids that I, and
many other staff who
grew up in happy homes,

wick

important choice. He
chose not to let a troubled childhood
dictate his future. He rose above it
and excelled. Even more important,
Buckley decided he would dedicate
his life to helping kids like himself
make the choice he made.

His road ran in a circle and he
found himself back at Glendale,
now called Glen Dale Children’s
Home, directing the campus that
had so changed his life. He was the
first director to bring a professional
social work background to the min-

will never have. Buckley
has listened to angry kids, held sad
ones and prayed for them all. He has
encouraged them, motivated them
and by his personal testimony, has
introduced them to Jesus. What a
legacy he has. I'm grateful to have
witnessed part of it.

Bill Smithwick is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Road, Middletown,
KY 40243. Call (800) 456-1386.
KBHC'’s Internet address is: www.
kbhc.org
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If a presentation

7 PowerPoint

By Terri Lackey

isn’t effective, SBC LifeWay Christian Resources

Williams said, | GLORIETA, N.M. (BP)—Squint-
there is no reason | ing viewers, rainbow wording and
boring slides are among the “sins” that
to spend the comn‘glunicators must a%'oid when they
money on project text for their audiences, ac-

computers, | cording to a discipleship specialist.
software, In today’s visual age, more pastors
: and Sunday school teachers include
projectors a'_‘d visual text outlines to accompany their

screens to show it. | spoken words.

Steve Williams, a discipleship spe-
cialist at LifeWay Christian Resourc-
es of the Southern Baptist Convention,
said he welcomes the technology that
allows speakers to reinforce their mes-
sages visually. People remember 30
percent of what they hear and 70 per-
cent of what they see and hear, he said.

Speaking recently during Disciple-
ship and Family Week at LifeWay
Glorieta-(N.M.) Conference Center,
Williams outlined what he called the
seven deadly sins of PowerPoint.

“These are the things that will most
assuredly kill your presentation faster
than anything,” Williams told disci-
pleship leaders. “And they are the sev-
en things I see most often.”

PowerPoint is a popular computer
software program for visual support
of lectures, conferences, sermons and
other presentations.

Churches use PowerPoint presen-
tations to teach and train, promote
events and convey information during
worship services.

PowerPoint can help audiences not
only remember a message but better

s & 8
il ok

‘sins’ outlined for church communicators

understand what it means, Williams
said.

“That’s very important in today’s
church,” he said. “We want them not
only to remember it, but we want them
to get it and do something about it.”

But if a presentation isn’t effec-
tive, Williams added, there is no rea-
son to spend the money on comput-
ers, software, projectors and screens
to show it.

“Many newer (PowerPoint) users
are so excited about what it will do,
they try to use every trick they learn
in every presentation they create.
When they do, the medium often ob-
scures the message.”

The seven sins are:

B Wimpy contrast. Too little con-
trast is the result of using text and
backgrounds of similar colors. “The
greatest contrast is white text on a
black background or black text on a
white background,” Williams said. “A
basic rule is there should be enough
contrast between them so text can be
easily read.”

B Rainbow wording. Too many
colors used for text and objects can
result in a rainbow effect. “The brain
tries to figure out why are there so
many colors, and if it’s doing that, it’s
going offline.”

Two text colors per slide usually
are enough to look good and be read-
able. Three different text colors are
enough for an entire presentation, he
said.

“It is good to use different colors
for the titles and body text, but try to
use the same color all the way through

your presentation for titles and the
same color for body text. That will
keep people’s attention focused on
you and not your presentation,” Will-
iams said.

M Blah, blah, blah. Too much text
makes a slide look cluttered and hard
to read. “Use the five and 10 rule.
Limit each slide to about five lines of
text that can be read in about 10 sec-
onds. Six lines are OK, seven if you
have to. ... But when you get beyond
that you have too much text.”

If a presentation requires more text,
Williams recommends that the pre-
senter automate the text so it doesn’t
come on the screen at the same time.
Display part of it on half the slide, giv-
ing the viewer time to read it, then put
the remainder up on the bottom half
of the slide.

B Squinting audiences. Text that
is too small means people will have
to strain to read it. “This will distract
them and cause them to miss hearing
the point,” Williams said.

“Step back and look at it yourself
on a large screen,” he advised. “If in
doubt, make it larger.”

B PowerPoint ‘“‘shootout.” Too
many bullets (such as the squares be-
side each sin in this article) makes a
presentation predictable and boring,
Williams said. “Bullets are great if
used sparingly and wisely, but I've
seen presentations where the number
of bullets used reached the regurgitat-
ing stage.”

He suggested using “unbullets”
like pictures or placing text inside var-
ious shaped objects like ovals, rectan-

gles or circles.

B Animation fatigue. Transition
effects are the animation that moves
a new slide into view. Too many of
these can disorient the viewer, Will-
iams said. “PowerPoint 2000 gives
you 60 or 70 effects, but they
shouldn’t all be used in one presenta-
tion.”

Williams suggests using the
K.I.S.S. principle. “That’s ‘keep it
simple, sweetheart.” Use a maximum
of two to three different effects
throughout your whole presentation.
Use them when you are switching
content.”

B You’re getting very sleepy. Us-
ing boring slides can put the audience
to sleep, Williams said.

“I’ve described a lot of excesses
when creating slides, but under-doing
it can be as bad as overdoing it,” he
said.

Effective use of colors and graph-
ic objects can add appeal to presenta-
tions and make people want to watch
them, he said.

Clip art, photos, word art and “au-
toshapes” help make slides more vi-
sually appealing when used correctly.

A general rule, he added, is that
PowerPoint presentations never
should become the message. Instead,
they should complement and reinforce
the message.

“By eliminating the seven deadly
sins from your presentations, you will
encourage your audience to focus on
your message and learn more,” Will-
iams said. “And they won’t think you
started using PowerPoint yesterday.”

... 3, 2, 1, blast off!

It is simply the biggest day of the year! About
9 a.m. yesterday the students began arriving for
the fall term. Most of the early birds were new
students enrolling for the first time.

Several of the new students had visited our
school earlier this summer, had seen the orienta-
tion video and had taken a tour of our campus. At
the end of the tour, each student was interviewed
privately before his or her parents joined the in-
terview process. : :

Those students and parents have
known for weeks that they were com-
ing to Oneida Baptist Institute, and had
most of their questions answered dur-

THIS IS ‘
ONEIDA

of these young people came from Christian homes
and had been brought up in church. But some of
them had drifted away from God and realized they
were not growing in Christ, as they should have
been. They were excited to be in a school where
they not only could grow in the Lord but also
could share their Christian beliefs with others and
not be made fun of because of their faith in Christ.

All of our students are being tested this morn-
ing. Many of our new students are struggling ac-
ademically. In fact, several admitted to
making mostly D’s and F’s last year.
One such student listened in disbelief
when I told him that only about 10 to

ing their earlier visit to our campus. But
20 students arrived on our campus for
the first time yesterday. They went
through the same process the other stu-
dents did during the past several weeks.
While most admitted to being a little
nervous or very nervous when they ar-
rived, they all agreed that they were
much less apprehensive after watching
the video and touring the campus, in-
cluding getting to see the dorms for the

13 students would be in most of his
classes. He quickly realized that he
could get a lot more individual atten-
tion in the smaller classes. In his previ-
ous school, there were 35 or more stu-
dents in most of his classes.

The testing being done this morning
will help us direct students to the prop-
er academic classes. Our students will
be filling their class schedules later to-
day. Hopefully, we will have the test

first time.

New students this fall came to us from Flori-
da, California, Virginia, Ohio, Texas, West Vir-
ginia, Missouri, South Carolina, Illinois, Indiana,
Oregon, Tennessee, Alabama, Maine, New York,
New Jersey, Georgia, South Korea, Nigeria, Swit-
zerland, Ethiopia and from all across Kentucky.
How blessed we are as a school to share the love
of Jesus with students from every corner of the
world.

During the interview process yesterday, I was
especially impressed with the number of students
who expressed a strong desire to know more about
Jesus and to have a closer walk with God. Many

W.F. Underwood

scores tabulated in time to help each
student select the proper classes. The seniors will
select their classes first, then the juniors and so on
until all have their class schedules.

This morning I counted 62 seniors taking their
tests. There were 51 students in last year’s senior
class. With God’s help, we not only will assist our
students academically, we also will share the most
important knowledge in life, that Jesus loves them
and died for them.

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www.
oneidaschool.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org

Dining with Barbara

Director of Food Services Bar-
bara Campbell celebrates 10 years
of ministry at Clear Creek this year.

Her husband, Austin, worked in
a Somerset factory. When he ac-
cepted the call to preach, Barbara’s
attitude was, “If God wants it done,
let’s go doit.”

His first church to pastor was
Sunnyside. “I really liked being a
pastor’s wife,” Barbara
remembered.

A Clear Creek gradu-
ate told them about the
school, and Austin strug-
gled for a year about
moving to campus in
1984. “We were age 43
when the move was
made. It was a big step of
faith. Our youngest son
was a sophomore at Bell
County High and we
were blessed that many

Trail,” she said.

Austin’s student employment
was supervisor of the six campus
sewage treatment plants. (These
now are closed; replaced by the city
sewer system.) Barbara was coor-
dinator of the Kelly Hall kitchen.

“I really couldn’t cook until I
married, but I learned how and start-
ed loving it. We also knew Clear
Creek was a place God had His
hand on. The close relationship with
everyone was such a blessing,” Bar-
bara stated. “We found that same

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

teenagers lived at Bear Bill Whittaker

awareness in returning as members
of the staff.” It isn’t easy living in a
dormitory instead of a parsonage,
but she acknowledges, “The bless-
ings outweigh the disadvantages.”

A typical semester finds Barbara
and the student workers preparing
daily meals for about 60 students
and visitors. A variety of meal plans
relate to commuters, or those who
__ don’t eat breakfast.

In the summer, the
staff cooks three meals a
day for volunteer work
teams. A cookbook of
Kelly Hall recipes is
available for $10, with
the proceeds used for the
Kelly Hall renovation.

A favorite memory
for Barbara is Angela, a
student wife who applied
to work as a cook and
said, “I can’t cook a bit,

, but I want you to teach
me everything you
know.” She worked for four years
and Barbara testified, “Her husband
was really glad she came to work
in Kelly Hall.”
The Clear Creek family feels that
way about Barbara Campbell.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, KY 40977
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Specialists work
to make sure
nothing gets lost

in the translation

By Chris Herlinger
Religion News Service

NEW YORK (RNS)—Russian
poet Alexander Pushkin called them
society’s mail carriers.

But the contemporary analogy for
translators may be that they are so-
ciety’s computer chat rooms: They
transmit the information people need
to communicate across divisions of
language and culture and from one
age to another.

Without translators, it would be
impossible to continue most reli-
gious traditions.

“Translators are invisible, but

they are the primary mediators of our

spirituality and literary traditions,”
said Robert Hodgson of the Ameri-
can Bible Society in New York, not-
ing that the Bible and other works
would not be universally known
without the work of translators who
diligently have worked over the
years to translate these texts from
their original languages.

The American Bible Society host-
ed an international conference this
summer of biblical and nonbiblical
translators on the multiple challeng-
es facing translators.

The conference addressed a num-
ber of issues, but a key question was
whether it ever is possible to create
a holistic, unified rendering of a text
from one language and age for the
language and time of another.

That’s a key question for Baptists.
LifeWay Christian Resources of the
Southern Baptist Convention has
been working for approximately
three years on a Bible that propo-
nents say will excel in both readabil-
ity and accuracy.

“Our goal is to have a Bible that
simply, accurately and reliably ex-
presses in good, understandable
English what the original manuscript
said,” declared Ken Stephens, presi-
dent of Broadman & Holman, Life-
Way’s publishing arm.

Context is one key that translators
must consider, according to Eugene
Nida, an American Bible Society of-
ficial and a pioneer in modern Bible
translation. Nida noted that the sen-
tences around a word, the historical
time period of the phrase in question
and the features of communication
being used are all critical as transla-
tors begin their work.

Take the two-word expression
“run down” or its past tense equiva-
lent, “ran down.” Nida said this sim-
ple phrase can have a variety of
meanings depending on the context.
The words only mean something in
the context of other words, as a kind
of “semantic chunk.”

But recognizing that is only the
beginning of the translator’s work.
The nuance of meaning has to be
conveyed through the translated
“signs” of a different language,
which has its own meanings and
values and traditions.

Translation itself, said confer-

ATTENTION TO DETAIL General Editor Ed Blum, above, and Frank Carmichael work on
the translation for the Holman Christian Standard Bible. A recent conference asked whether
a unified translation of a text can be fully rendered from one culture and language to
another. (BP photo by Morris Abernathy)

ence participant Theo Hermans of
University College in London, is a
“solution to a problem, the problem
being an intelligibility barrier
caused by language and cultural dif-
ferences.”

Similarity, he said, is a useful no-
tion because it allows scholars “to
map different texts in different lan-
guages onto each other and claim
that they have something relevant in
common.”

But how much do the original and
the translation have in common? The
question is being debated now with
particular fervor because of a larger
debate within academia over the
meaning of texts.

Some scholars believe that a text
has an objective meaning that can be
“found out,” or discovered, said An-
drew Chesterman of the University
of Helsinki, Finland. They believe
that this meaning—“God’s Word,”
for example, in the case of the Bi-
ble—*“can be transferred to other lan-
guages, without changing it substan-
tially,” he said.

But other scholars, Chesterman
said, stress that meanings are not al-
ready there, “inside” texts. Rather,
they are “interpreted by people who
read texts, so each person may well
interpret the same text differently,
because different readers have dif-
ferent cultural backgrounds and life
experiences.”

A key factor in the history of
translating the Bible, Hermans said,
is that churches “don’t want ‘simi-
larity,” they want ‘equivalence’—
they want a text which they can be-
lieve is the word of God even though
it is a translated text.”

Beyond these debates, Hermans
said, are the challenges posed by the
“new media,” which are enabling
communication on a scale “and at a
speed hitherto unimaginable.”

The new media—whether they
produce video-based Bibles, Bibles
on computer or even the expected
development of “virtual Bibles” in
which people could experience a
biblical narrative as a kind of “live
experience”—could be as revolu-
tionary as the development of the
Guttenberg Bible, Hodgson said.

“There arc dimensions to the new
media we’re only now grasping,” he
said. “Every five years, the rules are
changing.”

In this “brave new world,” he
said, translators must expand their
work further and become links be-
tween an older printed culture and a
new media culture.

Do the new media—such as vir-
tual Bibles—represent a threat to
church tradition itself? Hodgson
does not think so. “If you believe
God’s Word is alive and active, then
that hypothesis has to be tested in all
forms.”




PEOPLE

PRAYER

PARTNERS

Please pray for these
people and projects,
which are part of
Kentucky Baptists’
partnership with Baptists
in Poland, Tanzania,
Europe and New
England:

M Liviu and Alina, two
Romanian children who
recently accepted Christ

as Savior through the
ministry of missionaries

Bill and Carol Bowers.

M The staff of the
European Baptist
Convention. Several staff
members have moved
on to other assignments,
leaving only four in the
workers’ office.

M Project Harvest, a
church planting initiative
in.Poland to train 50
laypeople and assist
them in starting 50
home Bible studies
using a correspondence
Bible course.

M Missionaries and
nationals in Tanzania as
- ~they seek God’s
guidance in how best to
disciple new believers. A

_ - recent report from the

Southern Baptist
International Mission
Board cited inadequate
discipleship training as
the greatest weakness of
ministry in Eastern
Africa.

M Hearts for Boston, the
Strategic Focus Cities
emphasis of the
Southern Baptist North
American Mission Board
and Boston Baptists.
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§ Compiled by staff

B BROOKSVILLE—Tom Prather
resigned as pastor of Powersville
Church after nine years of service.
He is available for interim or sup-
ply preaching. He can be contacted
at (606) 735-3747.

B FRANKFORT—Crestwood
Church honored Wallace Kent for
30 years of ministry as pastor. He
previously was pastor of Macedonia
Church in Owensboro. :
B GREENVILLE—Charles Mid-
kiff resigned as pastor of First
Church after nearly 24 years of min-
istry there. He and his wife, Lelia,
will reside in Lexington.

B LOUISVILLE—Cloverleaf
Church will host gospel music artist
Amy Lambert in concert Sept. 9 at
7 p-m. For information, call (502)

367-0218. Geoffrey Lacefield is
pastor.

Davis Memorial Church will host
“Rejoice 2001!” Sept. 9 at 7 p.m. The
gospel music concert will feature
Sandy Glass, Louisiana Sonlight and
the Shadrix Trio. Wes Brockway is
pastor.

Gethsemane Church will host gos-
pel music recording artist Michael
Bright in concert Sept. 9 at 6 p.m. For
information, call (502) 969-3191.
Robert Wright is pastor.

South Jefferson Church will host
homecoming activities Sept. 9, includ-
ing worship at 10:40 a.m. and a noon
lunch. Revival services will be held
Sept. 9-13 with James Johnson as
evangelist and Tim Galyon as music
leader. Danny Haynes is pastor.

Enlow, retired concert pianist, dies at age 77

LOUISVILLE—Anne Culley
Enlow, a retired concert pianist, died
Aug. 21 at age 77.

Enlow was active in denomina-
tional life, serving as a former.of-
ficer of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention Pastors’ Wives organization
as well as the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention Pastors’ Wives organiza-
tion. She also had served as a mem-
ber of the KBC Executive Board and
the executive board of Long Run
Baptist Association.

Enlow also was a former pianist
for several Baptist churches, includ-
ing Bethany Baptist Church and

Beechmont Baptist Church in Lou-
isville, where her husband, Eugene,
has been pastor.

She was a retired piano teacher
who taught privately and also worked
with Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary and Spring Meadows Chil-
dren’s Home, both in Louisville. She
also was a member of the Music
Teachers National Association and the
National Guild of Piano Teachers.

Her funeral service was held Aug.
24 at Beechmont Church. Memorial
gifts may be made to the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary Wom-
an’s Auxiliary Scholarship Fund.

Texas Baptist college observes 50th
anniversary of voluntary integration

PLAINVIEW, Texas (ABP)—
This summer marks the 50th anniver-
sary of a small Texas Baptist college’s
decision to integrate, making it the
first four-year liberal arts college in the
former Confederate South to take the
step.

Annie Taylor’s decision to apply
to Wayland Baptist University in
Plainview, Texas, was't about race
but convenience. But her acceptance
by the school affiliated with the Bap-
tist General Convention of Texas drew
international media attention as an ear-
ly blow to segregation.

Taylor, then a 48-year-old black
teacher from Floydada, Texas, need-
ed a few classes in order to keep her
teacher certification. Her alma mater,
Prairie View A&M College, more
than 600 miles away, was one option.
Wayland College, meanwhile, sat just
30 miles away.

But it was 1951, a time when laws
still separated blacks from whites in
restaurants, restrooms, drinking foun-
tains and public transportation. It was
three years before the landmark case
Brown vs. Board of Education of
Topeka, in which the U.S. Supreme

Court ruled against segregation in -

public schools. :

“The legislature had just passed the
Gilmer-Aikin Bill, which increased
requirements for public school teach-
ers. In order to keep their jobs, they
had to take classes and get certified,”
explained Wayland professor Estelle
Owens, who serves as the university’s

official historian. “She just walked in
the door and asked (then-registrar)
Audrey Boles what people would do
if she applied at Wayland.”

Owens said Taylor, a Baptist her-
self, likely felt that permitting her to

-enroll was the Christian thing to do.

She encountered a white college pres-
ident who felt the same way.

‘When Taylor presented herself as
a potential student, President J.W.
Marshall saw it as an opportunity for
the college to take a stand.

“He had thought about (integra-
tion) before and wasn’t afraid of it,”
Owens said. “He was very loving and
had already led the college in accept-
ing Hispanics, students from South
America, Asians and Native Ameri-
cans. He knew if someone serious
came and applied it should happen.

“Marshall said, ‘Jesus reckons with
a person’s soul, not his packaging,’
and he saw that (Wayland) was doing
the right thing,” she added.

After faculty and students affirmed
the proposal, trustees voted 13-2 in
favor of complete integration without
any limitations.

Taylor’s application was pro-
cessed, and she was enrolled in two
classes when the school’s summer
term began. Three other black stu-
dents started the same day. A fifth en-
rolled for the second term.

Taylor went on to earn a master’s
degree and taught 49 years in Floyda-
da schools before retiring in 1972. She
died in 1992.

CLASSIFIED ADS

AVAILABLE: To clean your
home or office. Reasonable rates. Lex-
ington, Ky. Call (859) 293-2825 any-
time.

AVAILABLE: Experienced pas-
tor seeking interim position. Excellent
references. Available after July 15,
2001. (859) 238-9398; e-mail: mic
key @eaglecarriers.com.

FOR RENT: 2-bedroom, 2-bath
condo available for vacation rental,
Sanibel Island, Fla. Large pool, ten-
nis courts, bikes, canoe, kayak,
screened porch, lovely secluded
beach. Weekly rates May through
mid-December: $745. Call Pat Owen,
(502) 895-8752.

FOR SALE: Classic 2-story; 3
bedrooms, 2.5 baths; approx. 2,360
square feet; convenient location; 8901
Shelbyville Road. $193,900. Contact:
Tony Wheatley, Paul Semonin Real-
tors, (502) 493-6507.

FOR SALE: Three affordable
brick ranches (Highview, St. Mat-
thews, Jeffersontown); sellers will
consider assisting with downpayment
or closing costs. Call Chuck, (502)
421-8987 or (800) 218-6747. Remax
at the Lake.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
youth. Send resumé to: Cornerstone
Baptist Church, 4451 Winchester
Road, Lexington, KY 40509, Attn:
Personnel Committee.

SEEKING: First Baptist, London,
is accepting resumés for a minister of
youth and recreation. Please sénd to:
Search Committee, First Baptist
Church, 804 West Fifth St., London,
KY 40741, or fax to (606) 864-4195.
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SEEKING: Full-time pastor. Lo-
cated in rural area, seven miles south
of Kentucky Dam; parsonage avail-
able. Send resumé to: Bethel Baptist
Church, 2603 Tatumsville Highway,
Gilbertsville, KY 42044, Attn: Pastor
Search Committee.

SEEKING: One part-time music
minister and one part-time youth min-
ister. Will also consider one part-time
minister for both. Send resumé to:
West Hickman Baptist Church, 1003
Broadway, Hickman, K'Y 42050; call:
(270) 236-0046; or e-mail: Olliet
@apex.net.

SEEKING: Full-time youth min-
ister/director for growing rural church.
Large, active youth group, children
and youth. Send resumé to: Search
Committee, New Salem Baptist
Church, PO Box 275, London, KY
40743.

SEEKING: Full-time accounts
payable bookkeeper for the Kentucky
Baptist Convention. Position requires
3-5 years of related experience. Com-
puter, spreadsheet and word process-
ing skills a must. College study in
business preferred. Attractive com-
pensation package. Contact: Admin-
istrative Services department, KBC,
Louisville, (502) 244-6468.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music for Southern Baptist church,
willing to work with preschool, chil-
dren and adult choirs, lead congrega-
tion on Sunday mornings and eve-
nings. Seasonal cantatas. Send resumé
to: Greenwood Baptist Church, 5165
Scottsville Road, Bowling Green, KY
42104.

SEEKING: Youth minister/direc-
tor with recreation oversight respon-
sibilities. Moderate church with mid-
size, active youth program. Send re-
sumé to: Rosemont Baptist Church,
556 Rosemont Garden, Lexington,
KY 40503, Attn: Personnel Commit-
tee. Fax: (859) 276-1545; e-mail:
rosemontbc@aol.com.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
education and youth. May’s Lick Bap-

tist Church, Maysville area. Contact:

Ron Reule: (606) 763-6869; or church
office: (606) 763-6585, or fax: (606)
763-6355.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music/resources for First Baptist,
Frankfort. Must be an authenic Bap-
tist supportive of CBF, KBF and KBC.
Experienced, and master’s degree in
church music preferred. Please send
resumé to: Don Hines, chair, FBC,
201 St. Clair, Frankfort, KY 40601.
All resumés must be received by
Sept. 7.

SEEKING: Part-time minister to
children, birth-5th grade. Approxi-
mately 20 hours/week. Advanced/
seminary degree preferred or equiva-
lent experience. All ages welcome to
apply. Send resumé to: Eileen Bartlett,
Crescent Hill Baptist Church, 2800
Frankfort Ave., Louisville, K'Y 40206.

SEEKING: Lucas Grove Baptist
Church in Upton, Ky., is accepting
resumés for pastor. Located in a rural
area; averaging 60+ in Sunday wor-
ship; parsonage available. Candidates
should send resumés to: Lucas Grove
Baptist Church, PO Box 146, Upton,
KY 42784.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church-
of Ludlow is seeking a motivated wor-
ship and praise leader to help transi-
tion our traditional service into a
blended service using the best of old
and new. This individual will be re-
sponsible for incorporating instru-
ments, praise teams and drama into
services, as well as developing music
programs for children through adults.
Experience is required for this chal-
lenging and exciting full-time posi-
tion. Please send resumé to: First Bap-
tist Church, 400 Linden St., Ludlow,
KY 41016.

SEEKING: Bayless Baptist
Church is prayerfully seeking conser-
vative full-time pastor. We’re located
in South County, St. Louis, Mo. Send
resumé to: Robert McManus, 9635
Radio Drive, St. Louis, MO 63123.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music (20-25 hours per week). Re-
sponsibilities include: Assisting in
worship planning and leadership;
planning a music program for all age
groups; and training music leaders.
Should be comfortable in a moderate
congregation with a traditional/blend-
ed style of worship. Send resumé to:
Music Search Committee, Lyndon
Baptist Church, 8025 New LaGrange
Road, Louisville, KY 40222. (502)
425-7150. Dr. Jim Holladay, pastor.

SEEKING: Farmdale Baptist
Church, 5610 U.S. Highway 127
South, Frankfort, Ky., is seeking two -
part-time positions: children’s minis- .
ter and organist. Send resumés to the
church in care of Personnel Commit-
tee.



This IHOP serves
prayer for
Second Coming,
not pancakes

By David Briggs
Cleveland Plain Dealer

CLEVELAND (RNS)—The re-
turn of Jesus Christ will start simply.

With a young man playing a gui-
tar. With a teenager in bare feet danc-
ing back and forth across the sanctu-
ary. With others raising their arms,
clapping their hands and swaying
back and forth, trying to recapture the
joy the biblical David displayed be-
fore the Tabernacle of God.

At least that is what a group of
Northeast Ohio evangelicals believe
as they, like modern-day John the
Baptists, prepared the way of the Lord
at 2 a.m. on a Saturday morning in a
contemporary River Jordan: an old
theater next to a bar in Cleveland.

In an evangelical movement its
leaders claim is ordained by God to
herald the Second Coming, seven-
day-a-week, 24-hour houses of prayer
are being established throughout the
country. The “IHOP movement,” as
these International Houses of Prayer
are casually called, started in Kansas
City in 1999 and has since expanded
to Chicago, San Diego, Dallas and,
most recently, to Cleveland. -

In Cleveland, 300 people from 35
churches pray for Northeast Ohio in
26 two-hour prayer sessions each
week, with overnight sessions on the
weekend. Their goal is to be up and
running as a 24-7 operation within two
years.

Internationally, the goal of the
IHOP movement is to establish a 24-
hour house of prayer in every major
city in the world.

“We feel the Lord has given us
permission to do this, and said, ‘Be-
gin,”” said Mike Noble, director of the
International House of Prayer in
Cleveland.

Apocalyptic expectations general-
ly have taken a lower profile in the
evangelical community as the third
millennium, which some foresaw as a
logical place for the end times to be-
gin, came and went without incident.

What did not go away are the un-
derlying reasons why many Christians
believe the end is near. In a 1997 As-

sociated Press poll, for example, 40
percent of Christians said they be-
lieved Jesus would return in the 21st
century.

A key element of this prophecy for
many evangelicals is a biblical inter-
pretation of the founding of Israel in
1948 as indicating the end is near.
“Verily, I say unto you, ‘This genera-
tion shall not pass away, till all be ful-
filled,”” Jesus says in Luke 21:32.
Many interpreters take that to mean
the Second Coming will occur within

- the span of a human lifetime begin-

ning in 1948.

In other words, any day now.

Worldwide disasters such as
floods, wars and earthquakes, the lat-
est renewal of tension in the Middle
East or even developments toward in-
ternational government such as the
European Union are among the other
signs many evangelicals relate to bib-
lical prophecies of the end times.

But all will not be bleak. Along
with tragedy, there will be positive
signs of the Second Coming such as
widespread revival and prayer move-
ments, according to much apocalyp-
tic theology.

“When the Lord is about to do
something on Earth, he stirs some-
thing in prayer,” said Todd Ganovski,
a worship leader at the International
House of Prayer in Kansas City. “We
are bringing ourselves into agreement
through prayer with His end-time pur-
poses.”

Before embarking on their own
efforts, some of the leaders of the
IHOP movement took inspiration
from an 18th century European
source. In the town of Hernhut, Ger-
many, Moravians prayed unceasing-
ly for 120 years beginning in 1727.

It was in the German town during
a visit in the 1990s, according to No-
ble, that Tennessee-based evangelist
Jim Goll heard the voice of God. Ac-
cording to Noble, Goll heard God call-
ing for the establishment of 120 hous-
es of prayer in the nations before Jesus
would return to Earth.

The person who would run with
the idea is Mike Bickle, head of the
Kansas City-based Friends of the
Bridegroom Ministry.

In 1999, he started the first Inter-
national House of Prayer in Kansas
City. The house of prayer now oper-
ates 24 hours a day, seven days a
week, and has attracted young mis-
sionaries throughout the country.
About 180 “team members,” many
young people who work for little com-
pensation, help keep the operation
going.

Their salaries may be modest, but
not their goals.

“We’d like to see a full-blown 24-
hour house of prayer ... in every city
in America and throughout the
world,” Ganovski said.

The house of prayer opened in
April, sharing facilities with another
church in an old theater. Twenty-six
prayer leaders take two-hour slots of
leading praise and worship.

Prayer leaders include a multiracial
group of clergy, laypeople, men and
women. There can be as many as 100
people or as few as two or three on a
weekday morning.

The quality of the experience can
be uneven, Bickle admitted. “Some-
times it’s really poor. Sometimes, it’s
really powerful. It can be a two. It can
be a 10,” he said.

In a recent overnight prayer ser-
vice, 20 youths listened to guitar mu-
sic and found their own comfortable
niches in the sanctuary.

Andrew Gole, 20, in a T-shirt and
shorts, sat by himself and prayed for
God’s mercy to pour out on Cleve-
land.

“I feel that God smiles and just
nods His head in agreement that His
children ... are in a place together in
unity crying out in prayer and in wor-
ship for a city to be saved,” he said.

Bethany Wies, 15, dances in bare
feet and jeans in the early hours of a
Saturday morning. “Whenever I come
here, I feel energized. ... God just
comes over you and you become
overwhelmed,” she said. “If you’re
not prayed up, you can’t do anything.”

On a recent weekday morning, a
small group of men, most in their 20s
and 30s, took turns reading from the
Bible and crying out remarks of praise
and thanksgiving to God.

“This is your city, O Lord. This is
Your city. Come forth, O Lord. Pour
out Your spirit,” Noble says as he pac-
es back and forth in front. “Lord, peo-
ple have said, ‘Can anything good
come out of Cleveland?’ We said,
‘Come and see.””
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HOUSE OF PRAYER
Cleveland is the latest city
for an IHOP, or
International House of
Prayer, where members
pray around the clock in
anticipation of Jesus’
return. M Above: Mike
Noble, director of the
International House of
Prayer in Cleveland, says
he felt a call from God to
help establish the
ministry. B Inset: Chris
Sharpley, left, and Matt
Rogers play the drums
during a Saturday
evening prayer service at
Cleveland'’s International
House of Prayer.

M Below left: Julie
Moran, foreground, and
Cheryl Gole pray with
fervor during an
overnight meeting at the
International House of
Prayer in Cleveland. (RNS
photos by Lonnie
Timmons Ill and Gus
Chan)
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TEN REASONS TO USE THE
KENTUCKY BAPTIST FOUNDATION
FOR ENDOWMENT & INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT

1. The KENTUCKY BAPTIST FOUNDATION is the only Kentucky Baptist agency that may receive and manage
gifts for the support of all Kentucky Baptist and Southern Baptist churches, associations, agencies and institutions.

2. A single endowment or trust fund can be established with the KENTUCKY BAPTIST FOUNDATION to provide
support to more than one Baptist cause.

3.  Gifts to endowment funds managed by the KENTUCKY BAPTIST FOUNDATION may be of any size.

4. The KENTUCKY BAPTIST FOUNDATION offers several gift plans that can provide benefits to both the donor
and/or the donor’s family and Baptist causes----Charitable Gift Annuities; Charitable Remainder Trusts; and
Charitable Lead Trusts.

5. The KENTUCKY BAPTIST FOUNDATION is able to receive not only gifts of cash, but also gifts of appreciated
stocks and bonds, real estate, business interests, life insurance and retirement survivor benefits.

6. The KENTUCKY BAPTIST FOUNDATION is the only Kentucky Baptist agency that can provide investment
management services to Kentucky Baptist churches, associations, agencies and institutions.

7. The KENTUCKY BAPTIST FOUNDATION can provide your church, association, agency or institution with
superior investment performance by a professional investment manager at a below market cost.

8. The KENTUCKY BAPTIST FOUNDATION investment restrictions assures your organization that investments
will not be made in companies engaged in activities inconsistent with the principles of the Christian faith.

9. Using the investment management services of the KENTUCKY BAPTIST FOUNDATION relieves your board or
committee and your staff from day-to-day investment research, analysis, decision-making, transacting and reporting.

10.  The board and staff of the KENTUCKY BAPTIST FOUNDATION have a sincere desire: (a) to help each Kentucky
Baptist determine how they can practice their Christian stewardship at a deeper level and (b) to provide competent,
competitive investment management services that will allow the user-organization to do what it was called to do---
missions, Christian education, child care, evangelism, disaster relief, etc.

The Kentucky Baptist Foundation.....Helping You Make A Lasting Difference!

KENTUCKY

BAPTIST

FOUNDATION

10605 Shelbyville Road
Louisville KY 40223-3103
(502) 244-6466
(888) 254-5701
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