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God & country

OLD GLORY David Smith, pastor of North Frankfort Baptist Church, puts the finishing touches on hanging a 20- by 28-foot American
fiag on the back of the church in September. A church member bought the flag at a garage sale for $3 in May and had it hanging at his

house until deciding to display it at the church after the Sept. 11 attacks to show support for the country. (Photo by Rob Carr)

Many churches flying flag after attacks

FRANKFORT—Many churches
in Kentucky and around the nation
have joined the flag-waving and pa-
triotism sweeping the country since
the Sept. 11 attacks in Washington and
New York City.

Huge flags can be seen outside
church buildings and on walls inside

But not all churches are willing to
place patriotic symbols in their sanc-
tuaries.

“It’s important for us to worship
God in our sanctuary and understand
that God is a God of all people,” said
Joe Phelps, pastor of Highland Bap-
tist Church in Louisville. “And al-

worship areas. though we are Americans

Religious services and love our country, to
these days often end with @ d @ M ﬂ place a symbol of our na-
“God Bless America” or tion in a place of worship,

other patriotic songs.

American flags are
not a new feature for -
many sanctuaries, where American
and Christian flags often have been
placed at the edge of a platform. But
the revived patriotism has resulted in
much more visible flag displays.

In Frankfort, Crestwood Baptist
Church placed two flags on the wall
behind its choir. Members also placed
aU.S. flag and a Christian flag beside
its Ten Commandment monument
outside the building. “They really look
pretty when the wind’s blowing,” said
Pastor Wallace Kent.

Kent said Crestwood’s sanctuary
has long included an American flag,
as well as a Christian flag, as a way to
honor patriots who have risked their
lives for the freedom to worship.

“I believe in love of God first, and -

Ibelieve in the love of the country and
being good citizens and supporting
our government through our involve-
ment,” he said. “I’m glad to see arise
in patriotism and an appreciation for
the freedoms that we’ve had in our
country and perhaps taken for grant-
ed.9’

sounty

it mixes the images and
confuses our worship, I
think.”

Around the country, both senti-
ments are seen. Riverside Baptist
Church in Denver “has no problem
with patriotism in the church,” said
Pastor Rick Ferguson. He plans to in-
stall a huge flag on the side of the cir-
cular building so drivers on the free-
way passing the church can see it.

“It’s important to get behind our
government and pray for those who
lead us,” he said.

Maurice Gordon, pastor of Loving-
way United Pentecostal Church, said
he’d like to buy an Old Glory as large
as the huge flags being flown on some
of Denver’s used car lots. He said he’d
fly it outside or on top of the church.
But he draws the line at flags inside
the sanctuary or worship area. “We
wouldn’t have anything in the sanc-
tuary to detract from what we’re
about,” Gordon said.

“A sanctuary is just that. We are to
focus on the Word of God in the sanc-
tuary and leave worldly things be-
hind.”

Patriotism at church is not sur-

prising, given that churches often

function as a public gathering spot, -

particularly in a time of national cri-
sis, noted Dwight Moody, chaplain of
Georgetown College.

“When you think, where else
would citizens in America gather to
pledge allegiance or sing ‘God Bless
America’ or wave the flag?” he asked.
“Having our churches perceived that
way is a good news/bad news thing.
It puts them right at the center of civic
life.”

The Judeo-Christian tradition
teaches people of faith to support a
country that hospitably hosts them, he
added. “It’s part of what it means to
be a traveler or pilgrim.”

But the church also should be the
nation’s conscience , he added.

“In church, it’s not simply, ‘My
country right or wrong,” but the role
of the community of faith is te under-
stand when the country is right and
when the country is wrong and to en-
courage them when they are right and
redirect them when they are wrong,”
Moody said. “The church is the place
where that discernment process needs
E happen both in the pulpit and in

e pe

Damel Lynch, a Denver lawyer
and author of the book “Church, State
and Constitution,” said churches and
other religious buildings can do what-
ever they want about flags, “but it can
be risky mixing patriotism and devo-
tion to God. God is not on the side of
any one country.”

Compiled from reporting by Virginia Culver
for Religion News Service and Western Re-
corder News Director David Winfrey

Civic religion

growing in
public square

By Mark O’Keefe
- Religim News Service

WACO, Texas (RNS)—Since

- Sept. 11, routine acts such as

waving the flag, pledging “one
nation under God” and proclaim-

‘ rlng the words “God bless Amer-
ica” have taken on almost wor-.

: shrpful significance.

But what some Americans

; _ﬁndmnfymgandmassunug,oﬁl-'

_ers see as divisive and troubling,
a blurring of the line between

~ love of country and religion, with
woe to those who don't believe.

: Dav:s,_duecwr of the

igion, public religion,

“ﬂevea emocrauc falth‘ Sox_het

Butothcm saythcy'seerealre-
hgxmfmmg with civic duty, pro-

_ ducing a love of God and coun-
‘tythatcantbedmdedorde-

ally when the natxon

’- 1satwar‘

~ “InWorld WarlJ, God was on

~ our side,” said Bruce Johnston,

chmrman of the religious studies
ggﬂosophy department at
llege of Saint Rose in Al-

"bany, N.Y. “Just think of the

songs, like ‘T'll Be Home for
Christmas.” Here you have this
religious holiday and there’s this
great big patriotic war song.”
Johnston continued; “Then
there’s the Civil War. Abraham
Lincoln basically tells the North

_ this is a just cause because God

is on our side. It’s safe to say that
wartime is a very good occasion

‘fm‘thxstypeofﬂnmgtohappen”

Jean Bethke Elshtain, a pro-

: f&ssorofsocmlandpohtlcaleth-

ics at the University of Chicago’s
Divinity School, was one of
about 20 religious leaders invit-

ed to spend time with President
. Bush Just before his Sept. 20

‘himm amrcle, holdmghands .
,Elshmﬁ:smdsheandothuswae‘




BAPTISTS

By Bob Allen
Associated Baptist Press

CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo. (ABP)
—The Missouri Baptist Convention
voted to unseat messengers from a
church that cut ties with the Southern
Baptist Convention, saying the state

“] think we have
just seen the
demise of the
convention as we
have known it.”

Don Wideman, former

Missouri Baptist | convention’s constitution recognizes
Convention executive | ©nly Southern Baptist congregations.
director The vote represents a turning point

in a long-running power struggle sep-
arating conservatives and moderates
in the Southern Baptist Convention.
While some moderate-led state con-
ventions have said that churches may
affiliate with them without relating to
the national body, Missouri is the first
| major state group officially to require
loyalty to the conservative-led SBC.

About 2,100 messengers at the
state convention’s Oct. 29-31 annual
meeting voted overwhelmingly to up-
hold a credentials committee ruling
that Second Baptist Church of Liber-
ty, Mo., no longer qualifies to elect
messengers to the annual meeting.
Ten duly elected messengers from the
church were unseated and asked to
turn in their ballots.

Credentials committee chairman
David Tolliver said the committee re-
viewed the church’s membership sta-
tus in response to a challenge issued
from the floor at the start of the con-
vention’s second day.

DALLAS (ABP)—Texas Baptist
messengers rejected an attempt last
week to put the convention on
record affirming the 2000 Baptist
Faith and Message—a motion that
proponents hailed as a way to
achieve “unity” but opponents char-
acterized as “divisive.”

Messengers attending the Oct.
29-30 annual meeting of the Baptist
General Convention of Texas
soundly rejected a motion by Lynn
Teague to place the state convention
on record as supporting the 2000
version of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention faith statement.

Teague said he was making the
motion in an effort at unity, citing a
simultaneous meeting of the conser-
vative Southern Baptists of Texas
Convention.

He referred to the SBTC as
“friends” and as representatives of

An article in the state convention’s
constitution defines an affiliated
church as one “in sympathy with the
objects of the convention and desir-
ing to cooperate with the convention
in her program of single alignment
with the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion.”

Tolliver said the credentials com-
mittee interpreted that to mean, “You
have to be an SBC church to be an
MBC church.”

Steve Graham, pastor of the church
in suburban Kansas City, appealed the
credentials committee’s ruling. “We
ask you to extend to us the freedom
that is every congregation’s,” he said.

In traditional Southern Baptlst pol-
ity, local churches decide whether to
seek denominational affiliation with
local associations, state conventions
and the SBC, with each entity auton-
omous in its own sphere.

Don Wideman, a former executive
director of the state convention, said
in an interview that the credentials
committee got its interpretation of the
constitution “absolutely wrong.”

He said the article, which has been
in the constitution for many years,
originated because as a border state,
the Missouri convention early on had
churches from both the Southern Bap-
tist and American Baptist conven-
tions. When the convention deter-
mined to affiliate solely with the SBC,

1,000 churches which have left the
BGCT or dually aligned in the last
two years.” He said he made the
motion “not in a spirit of division”
but was “speaking out for unity in
the BGCT.”

He said his church is considering
dually aligning with the SBTC but
said his effort to put the BGCT on
record affirming the 2000 statement
“may help us to stay where we are.”

‘The SBC adopted the revised
statement of faith during its 2000
annual meeting. The BGCT has re-
affirmed an earlier statement of
faith, adopted by the SBC in 1963.

Anthony Sisemore, pastor of First
Baptist Church of Floydada, opposed
the 2000 statement, saying its article
on Scripture is “complete heresy.” In
the revised statement, Sisemore said:
“The Bible becomes the revelation of
God, not the record (of the revelation).

it changed its constitution to grand-
father in already-affiliated ABC
churches while stating its intent that
the convention would in the future be
exclusively Southern Baptist.

Before now, Wideman said, the
membership article has never been
viewed as binding a local church to
affiliate with the SBC. “I think we
have just seen the demise of the con-
vention as we have known it,” he said.

Graham said the Liberty church
voted in April to sever ties with the
SBC. “We were a member of the Mis-
souri Baptist Convention before the
Southern Baptist Convention began,”

“he said, and desired to continue to re-

late to the state organization despite
differences with the national body.

While Liberty is not the only Mis-
souri Baptist congregation to sever
SBC ties, it was the only one whose
messengers were included in the spe-
cific challenge, Tolliver said.

Messengers from other moderate
churches, however, said they were
voluntarily turning in their credentials
to show solidarity with Liberty Sec-
ond.

The action fueled talk among mod-
erates, disenfranchised by the Project
1000 campaign that in recent years has
delivered control of the state conven-
tion to conservatives, of splitting off
into a separate state convention.

In other business, Missouri Bap-

Jesus Christ is the revelation of God,
not the Bible.”

Jim Fuller, pastor of Calder Bap-
tist Church in Beaumont, said the
1963 statement of faith “has served us
well for 40 years.”

In other business, BGCT messen-
gers approved a resolution calling on
Christians to pray for both the victims
and perpetrators of terrorism. The res-
olution also encouraged prayer for
national and world leaders, law en-
forcement and military personnel who
are seeking to end terrorism.

BGCT messengers also approved
a resolution on religious liberty say-
ing that Texas Baptists “deplore the
persecution of Muslims and attacks on
their places of worship.”

Messengers adopted a $47.5 mil-
lion 2002 budget that is an 8.8 per-
cent decrease from 2001. Administra-
tive committee chairman Stephen Hat-

Missouri Baptists oust church for severing ties to SBC

tists voted overwhelmingly to amend
a $19.2 million budget recommended
by leaders to hold in escrow funding
for agencies moving to self-perpetu-
ating boards of trustees.

The amendment freezes $400,000
earmarked for Missouri’s Baptist
Home, $200,000 for the Missouti
Baptist Foundation, $150,000 for
Windemere conference center,
$450,000 for the Word & Way news-
journal, money for four campuses of
Missouri Baptist College and any oth-
er funding for agencies that in the fu-
ture might become self-perpetuating.

The funds are to be held in escrow
until trustees of the affected institu-
tions “rescind their actions and rein-
state their former charters” that gave
power for electing trustees to the Mis-
souri Baptist Convention.

“The thief has come, and its time
for us to wake up and get out of bed,”
messenger Tom Willoughby said in
supporting the amendment.

Representatives of some of the
agencies responded that they took the
action on advice of legal counsel out
of concern about ascending liability.

In other business, conservatives
extended a streak of electing presi-
dents of the state convention. Conser-
vative-backed candidate Bob Curtis,
pastor of Ballwin Baptist Church, de-
feated Marvin Barker for the post by
a vote of 1,486 to 518.

Texas Baptists reject effort to affirm 2000 faith statement

field cited three reasons for the de-
crease—organizational restructuring,
the economy and the loss of churches
in the past year.

Currently, 4,377 churches and
1,353 mission congregations are affil-
iated with the Baptist General Con-
vention of Texas. In the past year, the
BGCT lost 551 congregations and
added 271 new ones, said Clay Price,
research and information services
manager for the convention.

Messengers elected Bob Campbell,
pastor of Houston’s Westbury Baptist
Church, by acclamation as president.
A former chairman of the BGCT ex-
ecutive board, he was chairman of last
year’s seminary study committee. The
committee recommended the redirect-
ing of some worldwide funds from
Southern Baptist Convention seminar-
ies to meet the needs of theological ed-
ucation in Texas.

BAPTIST DIGEST

Fellowship and World Vision have
announced plans for a joint re-
sponse to the Afghani refugee cri-
sis. World Vision, the largest
Christian relief and development
organization in the United States,
has established a $3.2 million op-
: eratmg budget to work through a
. alliance with Af-

. n Mississlppi elects Pollard
1t Messengers to the Mississippi

. Baptist Convention annual meet-
iing elected Frank Pollard as state

he convention president by a vote of
e 717-192 over William Smith, adi-
rector of missions from Tupelo.

oIlard who will :

Are you really
really really sure
you want to
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KBG leaders exploring land swap for new huilding

By Trennis Henderson
Editor

LOUISVILLE—Kentucky Baptist
Convention leaders are considering a
proposal to swap the 45-year-old KBC
Baptist Building and adjacent proper-
ty for a new facility nearby.

The KBC Executive Board’s ad-
ministrative and business & finance
committees considered the proposal
by a Louisville developer during a
joint called meeting Nov. 1.

The plan calls for the developer,
Faulkner Hinton & Associates, to
present the KBC’s current facilities in
Middletown as a possible lease option
to a prospective client.

In addition to the Baptist Building,
the KBC’s 12-acre site includes a six-
year-old building that houses offices
of the Kentucky Baptist Foundation,
Kentucky Woman’s Missionary
Union and the Western Recorder.

If the client expresses interest in the
KBC’s Shelbyville Road property,
KBC leaders could consider an addi-
tional proposal to swap the conven-
tion’s current property and buildings
for a new built-to-suit facility on 5.9
acres approximately four miles away
on Hursbourne Parkway.

After hearing the proposal, the two
KBC committees voted unanimously
to draft a non-binding letter of intent
to allow Faulkner to present the pro-
posal to its client this week.

Administrative committee mem-
bers also voted to recommend to the
KBC Executive Board that conven-
tion president Jim McKinley appoint
a property workgroup to oversee fu-
ture planning and actions related to the
proposal.

The committees also agreed to
present a joint report next week at the
KBC annual meeting about relocation
options.

Details of the proposal will be pre-
sented to the KBC Executive Board

FOR RENT? KBC leaders are looklng at the optlon of sell/ng the current office property to
a developer in return for a new building to be constructed nearby.

next week. Board members will be
asked to vote on the plan at thexr Dec.
10-11 meeting.

“From my perspective, there are
several things that impact exploring

- this possibility,” KBC Executive Di-

rector Bill Mackey said in an inter-
view after last week’s meeting. “One
is the cost of renovating the 1956
building over the next five to 10 years
and the cost of exploring the compli-
cated rezoning process from residen-
tial office to commercial which im-
pacts the value of the property.

* “The other is the opportunity to be
in a new office building configured to
maximize the organizational effec-
tiveness in serving Kentucky Bap-
tists.”

Mackey noted that the current pro-
cess began in February when a work-
group was formed to study possible
renovation of the Baptist Building.
The group obtained property apprais-
als and projected costs of renovating
the 1956 facility as well as a major
addition built in 1978.

Jerry Dooley, chairman of the

building renovation workgroup, said
workgroup members discovered that
“because our building is 45 years old,
we can expect to spend $2 million to
$3 million over the next decade” to
repair or replace heating, air condi-
tioning, plumbing and other infra-
structure needs.

Even with such improvements,
“you’d still have an old building with
an old configuration,” said Dooley, a
member of Broadway Baptist Church
in Louisville. “That’s why we started
looking at options.”

Executive Board members voted in
May to expand the workgroup’s re-
sponsibility to include “determining
the value of other available property.”

The workgroup enlisted Alton
Webb & Associates realtors and
Faulkner Hinton & Associates to help
explore property and facility options.

Faulkner proposed an “even ex-
change” of the KBC property for a
new 60,000-square-foot facility. The
workgroup examined three possible
locations, focusing primarily on a 5.9
acres site in the Forest Green Corpo-

rate Office Park on Hurstbourne Park-
way North.

If the current. proposal is pursued,
the developer would seek to complete
the new facility by July 2002. If the
plan is not finalized, the property
workgroup would continue working

'with the realtor and developer to ex-

plore other options.

Bob Long, chairman of the busi-
ness & finance committee, said he
believes exploring the current option
“is a very positive statement about
Kentucky Baptists positioning them-
selves to do whatever ministry needs
to be done in the future.”

“The positives so outweigh the
negatives,” added Long, pastor of
Walnut Street Baptist Church in Lou-
isville. “We have the possibility of
exchanging properties with little cost
to the convention. We would have
been irresponsible as a committee if
we had not been willing to explore that
as a possibility.”

“From a stewardship perspective,
it is imperative that we look at this
opportunity,” agreed Billy Compton,
administrative committee chairman.

“From a pure economic sense, this
makes sense,” said Compton, pastor
of Severns Valley Baptist Church in
Elizabethtown. He said the proposal
could allow Kentucky Baptists to en-
hance ministry efficiency and upgrade
facilities “without a great deal of eco-
nomic outlay for us.”

Mackey said he thinks most Ken-
tucky Baptists “would want us to con-
sider feasible steps that would maxi-
mize our effectiveness as a staff.”

In discussions with convention
leaders across the state, “the biggest
challenge has been the time frame,”
Macky pointed out. “Once people get
past that hurdle, they do agree this is
something Kentucky Baptists need to
explore. It’s important for Baptists to
see whatever we do fits into our mis-
sion and vision as Kentucky Baptists.”

Group questions some interpretations of Faith & Message report

By David Winfrey
News Director

LOUISVILLE—Leaders for
Mainstream Baptists of Kentucky are
expressing concerns over how some
people are interpreting the report by a
Kentucky Baptist Convention special
committee on the 2000 Baptist Faith
and Message.

Mainstream leaders say some peo-
ple are misinterpreting the report as an
endorsement of the 2000 statement of
faith or as elevating it above other
such documents.

“There is widespread interpretation
that the report affirms the 2000 state-
ment,” wrote Bill Shoulta, chairman
elect of Mainstream Baptists of Ken-
tucky, in a letter to Charles Barnes,
chairman of the Baptist Faith and
Message study committee.

“Many loyal Kentucky Baptists
fear that those who made these com-
ments will seek to make confessions
into creeds,” Shoulta added. “We do
not believe that this was the intent of
the special committee.”

The study committee’s four-sen-
tence recommendation states Ken-
tucky Baptists adopt the Bible as the
basis for all faith and practice. It also

states Kentucky Baptists “acknowl-
edge the value” of several confessions
of faith, including the Baptist Faith
and Message of 1925, “with revisions
in 1963, 1998 and 2000.”

The report and recommendation
will be presented for messenger action
at next week’s KBC annual meeting
in Murray.

In an interview, Shoulta said sorne
people could interpret the “revisions”
reference to mean that the 2000 ver-
sion supercedes all previous versions.
“It leaves the implication that the most
recent is the most authoritative.”

In his letter to Barnes, Shoulta orig-
inally asked that the committee’s rec-
ommendation be amended to delete
the sentence listing and acknowledg-
ing the value of various faith state-
ments.

After meeting with Barnes last
week, Shoulta said he understands that
the committee does not intend to give
more authority to the latest version of
the Baptist Faith and Message. Shoul-
ta said he expects someone will pro-
pose an amendment at the KBC an-
nual meeting in Murray so that the
four versions of the Baptist Faith and
Message are referred to as separate
statements of faith, not revisions.

The 2000 Baptist Faith and Mes-
sage has further divided some South-
ern Baptists and state conventions
since its adoption.

Those who support the more con-
servative direction of the Southern
Baptist Convention see the 2000 ver-
sion as a necessary revision that ad-
dresses major issues of the day, in-
cluding naming homosexuality as a
sin and proclaiming that the role of
senior pastor is limited solely to men.

Some critics of the 2000 version
say it represents the beliefs of only the
most conservative Southern Baptists.
Many critics also object to the exclu-
sion of a statement from the 1963 ver-
sion that “The criterion by which the
Bible is to be interpreted is Jesus
Christ.”

After its passage, the Baptist Gen-
neral Convention of Texas decreased
funding to the six SBC seminaries,
partly because professors are being
required to teach in accordance with
the 2000 Baptist Faith and Message.

Florida and Missouri Baptists,
however, adopted the 2000 document
as their official statement of belief.

Southern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary President Al Mohler has sup-
ported the KBC study committee’s

report. An architect of the 2000 Bap-
tist Faith and Message, Mohler said it
would be historic for Kentucky Bap-
tists to affirm the use of faith state-
ments.

Tom Butler, a candidate for KBC
president, said in a Western Recorder
article last week that the committee’s
report places the 2000 Baptist Faith
and Message on the same level as pre-
vious documents.

Butler is supported by the Ken- .

tucky Baptist Laymen’s Network, a
group fully supportive of the South-
ern Baptist Convention’s conservative
leadership. Mainstream Baptists has
announced its support for Harold
Greenfield for KBC president.

. While praising the KBC study
committee, Shoulta said Mainstream
Baptists are concerned about the com-
ments by Mohler, Butler and others.
“We’re just concerned some are put-
ting a twist on (the committee’s) rec-
ommendation that could come back to
haunt us.”

Committee chairman Barnes said
the committee would not respond to
any group’s interpretation of its report.
“A lot of different people are going to
put their own spin on a lot of different
words.”

Louisville church
leaves SBC

Members of
Broadway Baptist
Church in Louisville
voted Nov. 4 for the
church'to discontinue its
affiliation with the
Southern Baptist
Convention.

Bill Cubine, chairman
of the church’s
denominational relations
task force, said
members voted 276 to
34 in favor of the
proposal.

Citing opposition to
“changes that have taken
place both theologically
and organizationally” in
the SBC, Gubine said the
2000 Baptist Faith and
Message statement “is
really the whole heart of
the matter.”

Cubine described the
church’s action as “an
internal matter,” noting
that “we’re not trying to
strike out at the
convention.”

He said Broadway
plans to continue its
affiliation with Long Run
Baptist Association, the
Kentucky Baptist
Convention and the
Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship.
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‘Absurd’ comparison

I have some serious concerns re-
garding your Oct. 30 story headlined
“Mobhler: Muslims, Jews, Christians
worship different Gods.” It seriously
misrepresents the spirit and nature of
a chapel sermon delivered by South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary
President Albert Mohler.

You took a story from Baptist Press
about Mohler’s message, which dealt
with a very sensitive theological issue,
and, unfortunately, turned it into cari-
cature. You inserted two
paragraphs at the end of
the story comparing
Mohler’s sermon to com-
ments made 20 years ago
by former Southern Bap-
tist Convention President
Bailey Smith, in which he
said God does not hear the
prayers of Jews.

There are two prob-
lems here: First, the comparison is
absurd. Mohler spent some 45 min-
utes carefully demonstrating from

scripture the difference between the:

God revealed in the Bible and the god
worshipped by other religions. The
message, in essence, was this: Theol-
ogy matters, and the events of the past
few weeks underscore the urgency of
sharing the truth of the gospel. With
all due respect to Bailey Smith, who
served the SBC with distinction, com-
paring Mohler’s sermon to Smith’s
comments is ludicrous.

The second problem with the arti-
cle is this: Such commentary has no
place inside the body of what is sup-
posed to be a news story. At the very
least, you should have placed your
editorial comments outside the body
of the story and labeled it as such.
Kentucky Baptists count on the West-
ern Recorder to maintain the highest
standards of fairness and profession-
alism. We ask that you be careful not
to blur the line between news and
opinion.

If your readers would like to hear

FORUM

Mohler’s entire message, it’s available

on Southern Seminary’s Web site at

www.sbts.edu. It’s titled “Theology
Matters.”

Lawrence Smith

Southern Seminary vice president

for communications

Baptist catechism

It is a joy to see an entire family
unite with a church on a profession of
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. This
happened when I was interim pastor
at San Mateo Baptist
Church in Florida in the
late 1940s.

During the invitation
the White family came
forward, all four of them.
The father explained that
he discovered a copy of
John Broadus’ “Baptist
Catechism” in the bottom
of an old trunk. Together
the family had studied each question
and answer reading the Scripture pas-
sages involved. As a result all made
their commitment to Christ and were
baptized into the fellowship of the
church.

Some Southern Baptists reject cat-
echisms, but Broadus, a founding fa-
ther of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, saw their value and made one of
his own. A brilliant biblical scholar,
he was aware that the Sermon on the
Mount was not only a catechism for
young Christians but a tool of evan-
gelism.

New converts who studied Broad-
us’ catechism at least had a basic
knowledge of the Bible and the plan
of salvation. So many who join Bap-

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION

Kentucky Baptist Convention preview

The Kentucky Baptist Convention
annual meeting in Murray will be a
wonderful time of focusing on evan-
gelism, missions, fellowship, hearing
reports and conducting the business of
the convention.

God-given mission, the Great Com-
mission. Sessions will focus on vari-
ous aspects of the mission: state, na-
tion, world and the local church and
association.

I hope that churches

This will be the first year
Kentucky Baptists have
held a “Cross Over” em-
phasis before a convention.
The idea surfaced in the
KBC Executive Board’s
evangelism committee. Dan
Garland, leader of the KBC
evangelism growth team,
has coordinated the “Cross
Over the Purchase” empha-

Bill Macke;

within 75 miles of Murray
will organize groups to at-
tend the Tuesday night fo-
cus on world missions. Don
Kammerdiener, recently re-
tired vice president for the
Southern Baptist Interna-
tional Mission Board, will
bring a special missions
challenge. Frank Pollard,
pastor of First Baptist

sis with directors of mis-
sions and pastors in the Purchase area.

More than 75 churches are hosting
evangelism efforts. Kay and I plan to
participate in the community survey
and witness with Hilltop Baptist
Church on Saturday. I will speak Sun-
day morning at Briensburg Baptist
Church.

The theme of the annual meeting
will be “Fulfilling the Mission.” The
KBC was created by the churches to
assist the churches in fulfilling their
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Church of Jackson, Miss.,
and popular “Baptist Hour” preacher,
will preach during the concluding
Wednesday morning session.

Fellowship is a favorite part of the
convention. Various groups conduct
meetings prior to or during the con-
vention, including the annual pastors’
conference. The educational institu-
tions and other groups have planned
gatherings.

A major report has been anticipat-
ed from the KBC’s Baptist Faith and

tist churches have little or no knowl-
edge of the Word of God.

In his catechism, Broadus does not
get hung up on such erroneous teach-
ings as biblical inerrancy. Indeed, he
did not believe in that heretical dog-
ma. Neither did the reformer John
Calvin nor James Boyce, a founder of
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, because they all knew that is a
false teaching. Rather, they rever-
enced Holy Scripture, loved it,
preached it with passion and power.

: Henlee Barnette
Louisville

Who will we serve?

One of the important teachings of
the Christian faith is that the love of
money is the root of all kinds of evil.
Most Americans in our overly mate-
rialistic society do not believe or ad-
here to that teaching. Greed, the love
of money, is not considered to be bad
by the overwhelming majority.

One prerequisite for becoming a
follower of Jesus Christ is to decide
up front who will be master of our
lives—God or money. It requires a
mindset of being willing to sell all we
have and to give the money to the
poor. Terrorism is evil and must be
dealt with, but if America is to rid the
world of this evil, we must first deal
with the issue of our relationship to
God and money.

How can we confront terrorism
adequately if we don’t remove the
specks of evil in our own eyes? We
have to choose who we will serve,
God or mammon. It cannot be both.

Paul L. Whiteley Sr.
Louisville

Message Study Committee. The com-
mittee shared its report in mid-Sep-
tember, well ahead of the Oct. 1 re-
quirement. From all indications, the
report has received support by most
Kentucky Baptists. I am grateful for
the prayerful and thoughtful work of
this committee under the leadership of
chairman Charles Barnes.
Messengers also will hear reports
of how God is at work through con-
vention agencies and institutions, as.
well as the Executive Board staff. The
colleges have reported enrollment
growth to more than 17,000 students.
The collegiate ministries on 44 cam-
puses have reported record fall atten-
dance. I praise God for all of these
outstanding ministries that are sup-
ported by the Cooperative Program. I
believe the Cooperative Program of-
fers the most effective and efficient
way to maximize missions and evan-
gelism in Kentucky and the world.
I'am asking all churches to conduct
a special prayer time on Sunday, Nov.
11, for the Cross Over emphasis, uni-
ty in Christ, and for great times of in-
spiration and information during the
convention meeting.
Bill Mackey is executive director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Financial planning
aids stewardship
in wake of Sept. 11
By Doug Strader

The tragic events of Sept. 11

will long be etched in the minds
and hearts of
all of those
who wit-
nessed -the
events via
television,
newspaper
and radio.

FINANCIAL
Many people

have noted

that our world has forever
changed as a result of those
events.

In the weeks immediately af-
ter the terrorist attacks, church
attendance has been on the in-
crease. We can only pray that
people are genuinely seeking a
meaningful relationship with
God or a closer walk with Him.
Those events should cause all of
us to be concerned with getting
our priorities in line with God’s
will for each of us.

There is little doubt that many
of us had become careless with
our resources and had become
influenced by our affluence to the
point that we were living the
“good life” at the expense of our
commitment to God. Many peo-
ple were practicing the same fis-
cal policies of our nation—we
were spending more than we
were making. Thus we were pil-
ing up a huge consumer debt.

In a sense, the tail was wag-
ging the dog. And as a result, we
were suffering spiritually, and we
were not free to serve God effec-
tively because we were, accord-
ing to Jesus, serving mammon.
Churches were operating on
about one third or less of their fi-
nancial capacity, and probably
the same percentage or less of
their spiritual capacity because
their members were enslaved to
their financial mismanagement.

We do not have anything that
would solve all the problems re-
lated to the mismanagement of
financial stewardship. However,
we do have a one-day seminar
titled “Successful Christian Fi-
nancial Management.” This sem-
inar is designed for adults and
youth to be used on Sunday be-
ginning with the Sunday school
time, and including the moming
worship time, the discipleship
training time and the evening
worship time.

Each participant should pur-
chase a workbook from LifeWay
to be used during the sessions. A
consultant who has been trained
by LifeWay must lead the ses-
sions.

If you are interested in sched-
uling a workshop, call us at (888)
254-5708 or 254-4716 or e-mail
douglas.strader @kybaptist.org.
Doug Strader is director of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention’s steward-
ship department
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OPINION

Providing allowances can teach
children how to manage money

Q: Should I give my children an allowance? If so, what
guidelines should | use?

In a market-driven society where children often are seen
as consumers and targeted by advertisers, parents should try
to protect their children from money worries as much as
possible. Despite the push to purchase, young children
generally do not need money of their '
own. However, at some point children
will begin to ask for money, and perhaps
even ask if they can have an allowance. If
at all possible, parents should say yes.

An allowance provides most children
with their first opportunity to manage
money. Ask your children why they want F“H“M
an allowance and talk with them about
the responsibility that comes with having
money of their own. As for amount, most money “experts”
recommend giving one dollar for each year of the child’s age.

A few basic rules are in order. Require your children to
give and save a portion of their allowance. Envelopes marked
“Give,” “Save” and “Spend” work well for helping children set
money aside. If your children ask for additional money,
remind them that they receive an allowance. Finally, do not let
them borrow against their allowance. These simple rules will
help children learn the importance of saving and the discipline
of delayed gratification.

Parents need to decide whether to simply give the money
or tie it to chores or other jobs. Although children need to
learn the relationship between work and money, they also
need to understand that everyone needs to help around the
house simply because they are part of the family.

As your child grows older, you might want to increase the
amount beyond the $1 per year rule and make the child
responsible for minor expenses, such as school lunches.
—David Garrard

Q: How can | encourage my teenagers to begin developing
healthy dating practices that ultimately will move them
toward a happy and Christ-centered marriage?

Let me respond.by sharing five “top 10 mistakes in
" dating.” We'll address the other five in a future column.

B Being list-less. Teens need to be encouraged to develop
a list of priorities for people whom they will agree to date.
This can serve as a guide for prayer and wise decisions.

W Confusing “negotiables” with “non-negotiables.”
Negotiables are things they can live with or without. Non-
negotiables are things on which they absolutely will not
compromise. Categories you can help them reflect on include:
personality type, intelligence, appearance, ambition, personal
Christian commitment, character and authenticity.

W Pseudo-morphing error. This occurs when someone
erroneously believes he or she can change a partner or
oneself to meet “the list.” Changing oneself to meet the
demands of another person usually is a losing proposition.
Trying to change bad character qualities in other people
usually is unsuccessful.

W Getting off the “friends and family” plan. Teens need to
remember that parents, friends and siblings often provide a

- God-given perspective to help make good decisions.
Spending time with friends and family keeps one from a
“fantasy-like” isolation and allows an opportunity to view who
they are dating from others’ perspective.

W Searching for the missing “messianic puzzle piece.” In
relationships, teens should remember that “two halves don’t
always make a whole,” Beware of unspoken expectations that
happiness will emanate strictly from a relationship with
another person.—Scott Wigginton
Family Forum writers are Suzanne Coyle, director of Cornerstone
Counseling for Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children; David
Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist Church in
Louisville; Jon Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; James Stillwell, minister
to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington; and Scott
Wigginton, director of LifeCare Counseling at Walnut Street
Baptist Church in Louisville. Send questions for Family Forum to

Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail us
at wesrec @ntr.net.

[ FAMILY

KBC 2001: Don’t lose sight of the ‘mission’

Next week’s 164th annual meeting of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention will highlight the theme, “Fulfill-
ing the Mission.” Not everyone attending the Nov. 13-
14 meeting in Murray will have the same mission in
mind, however.

Differences about who to vote for as state conven-
tion president, how to respond to the KBC’s Baptist
Faith and Message Study Committee proposal and oth-
er issues will surface during the two-day gath-
ering. A report about the possible relocation
of the KBC Baptist Building also could attract
varying responses.

One issue that does promise to keep Ken-
tucky Baptists focused on “fulfilling the mis-
sion” will be a Tuesday morning report about
the state convention’s first-ever “Cross Over”
evangelistic emphasis. Reports about the min-
istry efforts of KBC entities and partnership
missions as well as inspirational messages and
music also will help reflect the best of who
Kentucky Baptists are.

Details of the major issues facing KBC
messengers include:

STRAIGHT
FROM THE

EDITOR

Trennis Henderson

Greenfield said he is “a loyal, cooperative, missionary
Baptist.”

Hopefully, Kentucky Baptists eventually will move
toward decreased politicking and increased consensus
in electing convention leaders. This year, however,
messengers must determine who will best represent their
views in convention leadership for the coming year.

B Baptist Faith and Message report. A nine-mem-
ber study committee appointed last year will
recommend that Kentucky Baptists “adopt the
Bible as the basis of all our faith and prac-
tice.” The proposal also will “acknowledge the
value” of historic confessions of faith includ-
ing the 1925, 1963 and 2000 versions of the
Baptist Faith and Message.

Committee members have indicated they
believe most Kentucky Baptists will support
the proposal. Diverse responses have includ-
ed Southern Seminary President Al Mohler
endorsing the plan as a “remarkable step” and -
Mainstream Baptist leader Bill Shoulta voic-
ing concern that some people could errone-
ously “interpret the 2000 statement to be au-

B Presidential election. Tom Butler and
Harold Greenfield are the two announced candidates
for KBC president. Butler, a retired television news
anchor and bivocational minister of music, is a former
member of the Southern Baptist Convention Commit-
tee on Nominations. Greenfield, a retired pastor and di-
rector of missions, currently is KBC first vice president.

‘While neither man has actively sought political en-
dorsements, Butler has been endorsed by the conserva-
tive Kentucky Baptist Laymen’s Network, an organi-
zation in which he has been actively involved. He de-

~-scribes himself as a “theological conservative” and an

“inerrantist.” Adding to the political climate, Students
for Convention Involvement, a group of students at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, ‘are seeking to
recruit fellow students to serve as KBC messengers and
support Butler.

Greenfield has received an unsolicited endorsement
by the moderate Mainstream Baptists of Kentucky or-
ganization. Noting that he doesn’t like political labels

thoritative since it is most recent.” Shoulta said
he expects an amendment to be introduced next week
to address that concern.

Even if the final wording remains unchanged, the
study committee has done a thorough job of addressing
a sensitive issue. The proposal deserves messengers’
careful consideration.

B Possible Baptist Building relocation. Last week’s
action was a significant first step in exploring the possi-
bility of a new Baptist Building facility (see article on
page 3). State convention leaders will share details with
messengers next week in an effort to keep Kentucky
Baptists informed about this issue. In the words of busi-
ness & finance committee chairman Bob Long, it would
have been “irresponsible” for the committee to fa11 toat
least consider the current option.

As Kentucky Baptists face key decisions next week
hopefully we will find common ground and leave Mur-
ray better prepared to “fulfill the mission” God has giv-
en us.
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“Expressions such
as ‘God bless
America’ shouldn’t
offend anyone,
except atheists or
perhaps some New
Age people who
don’t like God.
There’s nothing
specific about
Christianity,
Judaism or Islam
in that. God is the
term people use to
describe a power
beyond human
beings.”

Jean Bethke Elshtain,
professor of social and
political ethics,
University of Chicago’s
Divinity School

God bless America: Civic faith
growing in U.S. public square

Continued from page 1
deeply moved when, after the prayer
ended, the group spontaneously sang
“God Bless America”—just as mem-
bers of Congress had on the steps of
the Capitol hours after the Sept. 11
attacks. ’
“Expressions such as ‘God bless
America’ shouldn’t of-
fend anyone, except
atheists or perhaps some
New Age people who
don’tlike God,” Elshtain
said. “There’s nothing
specific about Christian-
ity, Judaism or Islam in that. God is
the term people use to describe a pow-
er beyond human beings.”

Historically, the United States has

been one of the world’s most religious
nations. In a May Gallup Poll, 90 per-
cent of respondents said they believed
in God, 7 percent weren’t sure, 2 per-
cent didn’t believe and only 1 percent
had no opinion. L

But Tom Flynn, a spokesman for
the Council for Secular Humanism in
Ambherst, N.Y., cautioned against
shutting out the nonreligious.

“We have blood to donate, money
to contribute, and emotional, if never
spiritual, support to offer,” Flynn said.
“If war is unavoidable, we will do.our
part. If you insist on freezing us out
of your grief work, we’ll understand.
But next time the call goes out for ‘all
hands on deck,’ forgive us if we as-
sume you’re talking to somebody
else:

Indeed, in battles over public ex-
pressions of religious sentiment, the
believing and nonbelieving camps can
generate passions of similar intensity.

After the attacks, a secretary in
Rocklin, Calif., put the words “God
Bless America” on a marquee at Breen
Elementary School, prompting a na-
tional controversy.

* A California chapter of the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union sent a let-
ter to the school calling the sign un-
constitutional, “hurtful,” “divisive”
and an affront to children of minority
faiths. The school, with public sup-
port, defied the ACLU, which appears
to be backing down.

In a similar case in Broken Arrow,
Okla., parents’ complaints about “God
Bless America” on a school sign re-
sulted in temporary removal of “God,”
leaving just ‘Bless America.” The
Daily Oklahoman newspaper, out-
raged, labeled the complainers
“cranks who never suspend their ra-
bid secular fundamentalism.”

The incidents helped prompt the
House of Representatives to vote 404-

0 for a resolution urging public

schools to display “God Bless Amer-
ica” in a gesture of national support.

The national ACLU, normally out-
spoken on such matters, would not
comment, except to call the Califor-
nia case a local decision.

Marc Stern, a constitutional attor-

ney for the American Jewish Congress
and an ACLU ally, said that groups
defending separation of church and
state see the current climate as no-win
and are taking a lower profile.
“Constitutional rights and privileg-
es are a precious coin,” Stern said.
“You don’t expend that coin in ways
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that are going to be futile, with rela-
tively little at stake, as is the case here,
or when the motive for doing so will
be mistaken and converted into some-
thing else.” :

In general, courts have ruled that
some seemingly religious expressions
of government, such as the national
motto, “One Nation Un-
der God,” and the words
“In God We Trust” on
currency, are in reality
“ceremonial deism.” The
expressions have been
seen as devoid of signifi-
cant religious meaning because of
their rote repetition.

Charles Haynes, a senior scholar at
the Freedom Forum First Amendment
Center in Rosslyn, Va., said many
people have called him in recent
weeks seeking advice.

“We should all give each other
some breathing space for a time and
not overreact,” he said. “On one side,
people should realize that this out-
pouring of patriotism and concern is
understandable and you shouldn’t
fight everything you don’t like.

“On the other side, I'm suggesting
that people who want to put ‘God
bless America’ everywhere, that our
public schools are places that are quite
diverse. We have people of many
faiths and no faith and they shouldn’t
use this as an opportunity to impose
something that in ordinary times they
wouldn’t be able to do.”

As a legal matter, Haynes added,
“there isn’t a judge in the land that
would strike down” a temporary “God
bless America” sign. On the other

hand, if a district used the phrase as.

“a long-term expression” required in
its schools, “that may be unconstitu-
tional.”

In support of Campbellsville University, alumni and
friends are cordially invited to attend the Annual
Convention Breakfast Wednesday, Nov. 14, at 7:00
am. (cr) at the First Baptist Church, Murray, Ky.,
Fellowship Hall (across street from sanctuary). The
breakfast is free, but reservations are required and
may be made by calling (800) 264-6014 or via
e-mail at Development @campbellsvil.edu.
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i
.
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UNIVERSITY

The Joy of Serving and Learning

Conference Preachers:

Dr. Robert C. Moore: “Fulfilling the Mission--Through Prayer”
Dr. Rick White: “Fulﬁ_//ing the Mission--Through Preaching”
Dr. Phil Roberts: “Fulfilling the Mission--Through Total Church Mabilization”

In Conjunction with the Kentucky Baptist Convention’s annual meeting, you are invited to ...

The 2001 Pastors Gonference

Monday, November 12, 1:30 'p.m.

Murray, Ky.

Theme: “Fulfilling The Mission”

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.
Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with
you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20

Special Music by:
Dr. Charles E. Stewart: “Fulfilling the Mission--Back to the Basics” The Celebration Choir
Dr. William D. Henard III: “Fulfilling the Mission--Through Evangelism” Ransom (Trio)
Dr. Dave E. Adams: “Fulfilling the Mission--Through Youth and Their Parents” ~ uSan Cherry (Soloist)
Regina Badgett (Soloist)

For additional information,
phone: (606) 432-8113




Can neighborhood
groups ban yard
signs for prayer?

HOUSTON (RNS)—A
homeowners association and
three relatives who placed reli-
gious signs on their property have
gone to court in a case that pits
deed restrictions against religious
rights.

Ivy Raschke said she told God
she would hang a sign honoring
Him if she were able to return to
living in her own home after sep-
arating from her husband several
years ago. When she purchased
a house in northwest Houston,
she placed a sign on it that said
“This is a house of prayer,” the
Houston Chronicle reported.

Her son and daughter, who
live nearby, hung signs on their
homes with similar sentiments.

The Oak Forest Homeowners
Association took the trio to court,
claiming they did not follow deed
restrictions that prohibit advertis-
ing and placards other than for-
rent and for-sale signs.

Association attorney Chris
Branson said the case concerns
advertising, not religous liberty.

NATION

‘Will local votes on gay clergy

lead to Preshyterian schism?

LOUISVILLE (RNS)—Battle
lines are being drawn in a “civil
war” for the heart and soul of the
Presbyterian Church (USA)—and
the first shots will likely be fired as
the church debates a ban on non-
celibate gay clergy.

The nation’s largest Presbyterian
body is deeply divided on the issue of
human sexuality, but conservatives
say the debate masks more fundamen-
tal differences on issues of biblical
authority and the lordship of Jesus.

Meeting last June at the church’s
headquarters in Louisville, delegates
voted by a substantial margin to over-
turn a 25-year-old ban on noncelibate
gay clergy. But that vote must be rat-
ified by a majority of the church’s 173
regional presbyteries. So far, six pres-
byteries have rejected it and none have
approved it.

Removal of the ban has become a
defining issue for the 2.5 million-
member denomination. Conservatives
say ratification would result in a swift
exodus of hundreds of churches.

In Louisville, worried church lead-
ers are talking openly about the possi-
bility of schism. Clifton Kirkpatrick,
the church’s stated clerk or highest

official, said he senses “the question
is not if but when.”

“This elephant has been in the liv-
ing room a long time, but denomina-
tional officials have not wanted to rec-
ognize it publicly,” said Parker Will-
iamson, who is helping organize a
Confessing Church Movement of
1,000 conservative congregations.

The stakes could hardly be higher.
Church leaders say they fear the Con-
fessing movement will provide an in-
frastructure for disgruntled churches
that want to leave. Hoping to prevent
an exodus, church leaders are fanning
out across the country to visit congre-
gations and make the case for staying
in the denomination.

On the other side, the conservative -

Presbyterian Coalition will spend
$300,000 to lobby presbyteries in sup-
port of the ban on gay clergy and in-
crease funding for an “ex-gay” min-
istry. At a recent meeting in Orlando,
Fla., a straw poll revealed that half of
coalition supporters would consider
“graciously separating” from the larg-
er church.

A blue ribbon panel will study the

doctrinal divides in the church and is-

sue a final opinion in 2005.

A relationship you

When organizations work together for a common goal,

anything is possible. Since 1991, the Annuity Board has endorsed
GuideOne Insurance as the property and casualty insurance provider
for Southern Baptists. In just 10 years, more than 8,100 Southern
Baptist churches and institutions have put their faith in GuideOne,

can believe in.

one of the leading niche insurers of churches.

When the Annuity Board and GuideOne work together,

you can believe good things are going to happen.

To find out how the relationship between the

Annuity Board and GuideOne can benefit your congregation,
visit the Annuity Board's booth during the Kentucky Baptist
Convention, or call GuideOne at 1-888-218-8561.

The Annuity Board and GuideOne
Insurance are working together to
benefit Southern Baptist

churches and institutions.

Celebrating a decade of working together.
GuideOne Insurance and the Annuity Board of the
Southern Baptist Convention. 1991 - 2001

GuideOne’

Insurance

Valuing Customers as Partners®
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We're serving up tasty new features that will help Kentucky Baptists fulfill their

God-given mission. Check out our menu:

¢ Daily Updates - We'll put on a fresh new face each weekday with updates to our home page.

¢ Improved Navigation - The new site is extremely easy to get around in using drop-down menus.

¢ Improved Search Feature - There’s a search button on every page to make getting info easy!
¢ Online Event Registration - You can now register for most KBC events right online!

® Church Listings and Maps - You can now look up any Kentucky Baptist church, find basic
information about the church, and in most cases print a map to its location!

® E-newsletter - Get the latest information from the Convention delivered to you by e-mail.

¢ Announcements Board - Publicize your church and association events by adding them to the
Kentucky Baptist Community!

e Online Videos and Photo Galleries - See Kentucky Baptists in action by checking out the online
videos and photo galleries.

® Downloadable resources - Useful documents and clip art can now be downloaded to your computer
directly from our site.

® Web Polls - Check out the latest web poll and see what others are saying about topics of interest.

Check out our new look! WWW.KYBAPTIST. ORG //\‘-
10701 Shelbyville Road e Louisville, KY 40243-1297 2
1-888-254-5713 (KY only) e 502-254-4731 KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION
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By Jeffrey MacDonald
Religion News Service

GLOUCESTER, Mass. (RNS)—
After the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks,
Pastors Robert Nuhn and Steve Ma-
gee did something neither had ever
done before: they quoted Islamic
scripture in their respective Chris-
tian worship services.

But that’s where the similarities
ended. Their ways of handling the
Koran proved greatly different—a
sign of Christian pastors nationwide
struggling to strike the right tone as
many engage Islam for the first time.

Nuhn invited an imam from a lo-
cal mosque to meet his Beaverton,
Ore., congregation on Sept. 12 and
to read from the Koran during wor-
ship. Doing so, he said, enabled the
United Church of Christ assembly to
see the personal side of Islam.

“We had never before been able
to put a face to this,” Nuhn said,
adding that he thought the experi-
enced broadened the members’ per-
spectives and strengthened their
own faith.

That same week in Exeter, N.H.,
Magee bought a Koran for the first
time and studied what it said about
Jesus. With direct quotes in hand, he

NATION

Pastors struggle to relate Islam to their congregations |

used the pulpit at Exeter Presbyteri-
an Church to contrast the Koran’s
teachings with those of the New
Testament.

“When you put the two together,
it’s clear that we’re really not wor-
shipping the same God after all,”
Magee said. “The idea that we are
all worshipping the same God is
dangerous” because it belittles the
importance of faith in Christ as Lord
and Savior, he said.

Across the country, especially in

“integrated urban settings, Christian
pastors have found themselves on
the spot to feed an explosive hunger
for knowledge about Islam.

Koran sales have quintupled in
the United States since Sept. 11. Re-
quests for speakers have deluged
Islamic centers.

Yet because most Americans still
consider church to be their spiritual
home, pastors are fielding frequent
requests to guide their flocks
through this fresh religious terrain,
even though many such shepherds
are just seeing the maps for the first
time.

“We really don’t understand
what (Muslims) truly believe and

what they don’t believe,” said Pas- .

tor Les Pettit of First United Meth-

LifeWay.
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Stan Markham Carol James
South-central and
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Local # (270) 782-8636 Toll-free: (800) 227-1394

@ We bring good things to life.

odist Church in Amesbury, Mass.
“We as Christians can’t understand
the idea that you would kill other
people to get to heaven.”

Parishioners aren’t the only ones
urging pastors to figure out what Is-
lam says. At an October meeting
here for United Church of Christ
clergy, Massachusetts Conference
Minister Nancy Taylor said new cir-
cumstances have eclipsed the de-
nomination’s historic zeal for Chris-
tian unity.

“I hope we can possibly not give
so much priority to our ecumenical
discussions, because who cares about
our differences for how we do Com-
munion or baptism?” Taylor said.
“We need to learn more about Islam.”

Anne Minton, an Episcopal priest
and professor at Bunker Hill Commu-
nity College in Charlestown, Mass.,
has taught world religions for 20
years. She acknowledges the pastor’s
primary duty to increase the commu-
nity’s Christian faith, but says teach-
ing the tenets of another religion can
advance that goal.

“People who are firmly committed
in their faith do not feel threatened,”
Minton said. “Their faith actually gets
strengthened because they see what’s
unique about it.”

Faith-based agencies urge relief

North Korea added to U.S. list
of religious liberty violators

WASHINGTON (BP)—The U.S.
State Department has added North
Korea to its list of the world’s most
flagrant violators of religious liberty.

The addition of the communist
country marks the first time a regime
has been added to the “countries of
particular concern” since the original
list was compiled in 1999.

http://tencommandments.faithweb.com
Low wholesale prices on Ten
Commandment yard signs,
patriotic flag yard signs & T-shirts
(888) 601-2345

Term Care

Louisville
Local # (502) 245-3966

Insurance products underwritten by General Electric
Capital Assurance Company

But the State Department did not
cite three other governments recom-
mended by its advisory panel, the U.S.
Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom.

In addition to North Korea, the
commission urged Secretary of State
Colin Powell to designate Laos, Sau-
di Arabia and Turkmenistan as coun-
tries of concern. It was the second
consecutive year the panel had recom-
mended North Korea and the other
three countries for the list.

The State Department kept the

governments of six countries on its
list: Burma, China, Iran, Iraq, Sudan
and the Taliban of Afghanistan. The

- Milosevic regime in Serbia was on the

first two lists but is no longer in pow-
er.

The commission is “very pleased”
at North Korea’s addition to the list,
but disappointed at the exclusion of
the three other recommendations, said
Lawrence Goodrich, the commis-
sion’s spokesman. Commission mem-
bers “strongly believe they deserve to
be countries of particular concern, and
we will continue to press that case.”

The nine-member commission,
appointed by the president and con-
gressional leaders, includes Richard
Land, president of the Southern Bap-
tist Ethics & Religious Liberty Com-
mission.

While not adding Laos, Saudi Ara-
bia and Turkmenistan to the list of
countries of particular concern, the
State Department did acknowledge in
its report that they are guilty of major
violations of religious freedom.

In its report on Saudi Arabia, the
department said, ‘“Freedom of religion
does not exist. Islam’is the official re-
ligion, and all citizens must be Mus-
lims. The government prohibits the
public practice of other religions.”

Many churches
observed this past
Sunday as the
International Day
of Prayer for the
Persecuted
Church.
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One size

doesn’t
fit all

Good medical coverage is

essential to protect your
family’s health and finances.
But the plan that fits one person
might not fit your needs.

The Annuity Board is
introducing to Southern Baptist
students, ministers, stziff and other

denominational employees three
Comprehensive Medical Plan options
for 2002. These opﬁons allow ydu to
choose the level of benefits that best
meets your family’s needs.
To find out if the Annuity Board’s life
and health coverage is the right size for
you, call us toll free at 1-800-262-0511

or visit our Web site, www.absbc.org.

ANNUITY BOARD

U.S. Supreme Court rejects challenge
to public schools’ moment of silence

WASHINGTON (RNS)—The
U.S. Supreme Court has rejected a
challenge to a Virginia law mandat-
ing that children in public schools
observe a minute of silence each
day.

Without comment, the high court
turned down an appeal from critics
who said the law is unconstitutional
because it encourages classroom
prayer in a public setting, Associat-
ed Press reported. With the court
action, the minute of silence will
continue.

Enacted in 2000, the law cites
prayer as one of several specific si-
lent activities a student might do
during a designated minute.

The American Civil Liberties

Union had appealed an appellate
court ruling that found the law to be
constitutional.

“Although the statute permlts stu-
dents to engage in other forms of si-
lent or meditative activity during the
time period set aside in the classroom,
the statute was enacted specifically to
facilitate and encourage school prayer
at that fixed time,” the ACLU wrote.

Several other states have laws like
Virginia’s that cite prayer or religious
observance among silent activities that
may take place during a required time
of silence.

The American Center for Law and
Justice issued a statement after the
court’s decision expressing hopes that
more states will adopt similar laws.

Salvation Army tops list of national charities

WASHINGTON—For the ninth
year in a row, the Salvation Army
has topped the Chronicle of Philan-

- thropy’s list of the nation’s leading

charities.

The Salvation Army raised $1.44
billion in 2000, an increase of 3.1
percent since 1999, the independent
national newspaper reported.

Fidelity Investments Charitable
Gift Fund was ranked second and
the YMCA was ranked third.

Other than the Salvation Army
and YMCA, several faith-based
charities were among the top 25.

Lutheran Services in America
ranked fifth, with $710 million. Cath-
olic Charities USA ranked No. 13,

with $414 million. Feed the Children,
a Christian relief organization based
in Oklahoma City, ranked 16th w1th
$396 million.

World Vision, a Christian relief or-
ganization based in Federal Way,
Wash., ranked No. 17, with $372 mil-
lion. Habitat for Humanity Interna-
tional ranked No. 18, with $371 mil-
lion. Campus Crusade for Christ In-
ternational ranked No. 21, with $326
million.

The top 400 charities included 21
organizations that were designated as
religious groups, but other religious
organizations in the listing were cited
in other categories, such as human
services or international work.

To serve Kentucky Baptists ef-
fectively and efficiently we have
put together the best team possible.
By functioning as a well-trained,
well-organized team, we are able to
provide the Great Commission sup-
porting services we have been em-
powered to provide.

Our purpose is to encourage,
educate and enable every Kentucky
Baptist individual and in-
stitution to practice finan-
cial stewardship at a
deeper level. To accom-
plish that purpose our
team provides (a) Chris-
tian estate stewardship
consultation, (b) semi-
nars, (c) endowment/
planned giving consulta-
tion, (d) scholarships and
(e) institutional invest-
ment management/ac-
counting services.

Our team consists of -

The Kentucky Baptist Foundation team

KENTUCKY
BAPTIST
FOUNDATION

Barry Allen

entine, an attorney, is our trust
counsel and chief operating offic-
er. She is responsible for the day-
to-day operation and the planned
giving/endowment and trust aspects
of our work. As president and chief
executive officer, I have the overall
responsibility for the ongoing ac-
complishment of our mission. Char-
lene Garland provides part-time of-
fice assistance.
Invesco-National As-
set Management is our
investment manager.
Merrill Lynch monitors
the performance of our
investment manager and
provides an independent
quarterly report to the
investment committee.
PNC Advisors is our
master custodian, which
holds and safekeeps all of
the securities. All account

five full-time and one part-time staff
and six third-party providers. Jen-
nifer Curtis, a CPA, is our account-
ing manger. She brings a high de-
gree of competency to our internal
accounting operation. Janet Mc-
Carter, our administrative assistant,
provides support in all aspects of the
office operation and the work of the
board of directors. Barbara Spencer,
our public relations assistant, cre-
ates the various media presentation
materials used in our seminars and
marketing our services. Laurie Val-

transactions flow through
PNC, and PNC provides the sub-
accounting reports on all accounts.
Middleton and Reutlinger is our
outside corporate counsel, and De-
loitte & Touche is our independent
auditor. We also utilize various
business services provided by the
KBC business services team.

For more information, log on at
www.kybaptistfoundation.org.

Barry Allen is president of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Foundation, 10605
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY
40223; (888) 254-5701
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MAINSTREAM
BAPTISTS OF
- KENTUCKY

You are invited to a

Reception & Prayer Gathering

Monday, November 12, 2001
9 p.m.
At the Curris Center
Murray State University

(Turn right on 641 South from Stadium, then right
on Chestnut. Curris Center is on the left)

: Sponsored by
Mainstream Baptists of Kentucky

Fellowship with us and learn the truth about
Mainstream Baptists of Kentucky.
Unite with us in prayer for our beloved
Kentucky Baptist Convention.

Missions in Venezuela

By Robert Dunston

Cumberland College junior
Alice Freitas, the daughter of
Ubaldino Freitas and Aracelis Ro-
drigues of Vitoria, Brazil, spent
most of her summer on her home
continent of South America but in
a different nation working with a
different language group.

Freitas applied
through the Kentucky
Baptist Student Union
to serve in Merida, Ven-

CUMBERLAND
COLLEGE

hurt feelings and suspicion.

Team members developed a
weekly Culture Night with the
American and Venezuelan stu-
dents exploring each other’s cul-
tures. Each night had a different
theme such as games, music and
traditions. The Venezuelan stu-
dents constantly expressed their
appreciation for the American
team’s interest in their
culture and in them as
individuals.

The highlight for Fre-

ezuela, believing her
knowledge of the cul-
ture and of both Span-
ish and Portuguese
would enable her to
minister effectively in
the area. After an initial

itas was a camping trip
in the mountains. The
American team and some
of the Venezuelan stu-
dents enjoyed playing
games, singing, one-on-
one conversations and
being together in God’s

interview, she was
called back and then se-
lected.

Ten young people served on
the team, with most of the mem-
bers coming from Kentucky.
Their task was to minister to stu-
dents at a local university. In or-
der to accomplish their task they
had to enroll in Spanish classes at
the university. Taking the class
helped them meet students and
develop relationships with them.

Previous American students
had pressed so hard to evangelize
they had alienated both universi-
ty students and staff. The team
worked diligently to overcome

creation. By the end of
the summer, only a few had made
decisions. Since the end of summer,
other students have continued their
work through Culture Night, and
decisions continue to be made.

Freitas knows they planted seeds
that will continue to grow and be
harvested. Through e-mail, she has
learned the Venezuelan students
continue to talk with love about the
Christians who came. We rejoice
she could help sow the seeds.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland
College, 6000 College Station Dr.,
Williamsburg, KY 40769

Supreme Court to decide if faith groups
must get permission to knock on doors

WASHINGTON (RNS)—The Su-
preme Court has decided to consider
a case that questions whether an Ohio
town has violated the rights of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, who are required to
gain permission from a mayor before
knocking on doors.

The Jehovah’s Witnesses believe
the ordinance in Stratton, Ohio, aims
to limit their mission work, which in-
cludes going door-to-door to hand out
free literature and recruit believers,
Associated Press reported.

The 3-year-old law requires poten-
tial solicitors to reveal their names, ad-
dresses for the past five years and the
names and addresses of the groups
with which they are affiliated. The
mayor grants the permits, which can
be demanded by a homeowner.

The high court will determine if the

restrictions are unconstitutional.

“Are religious ministers engaged
in a scripturally based, centuries-old
practice of communicating their reli-
gious beliefs from door to door con-
stitutionally equivalent to peddlers of
merchandise?”’ attorneys for the Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses asked the court.

Leaders of Stratton told the court
that the ordinance is reasonable in
“weighing the First Amendment rights
of canvassers against the right of
homeowners to security, privacy and
peacefulness in their homes.” They
also said that the permits are free and
no one has been denied one.

An appellate court upheld the or-
dinance earlier this year, saying it did
not discriminate because it was a re-
quirement of all people, no matter
what their purpose or message.

Justices hear oral arguments on ‘virtual porn’

WASHINGTON (RNS)—The Su-
preme Court considered regulation of

* computer-simulated child pornogra-

phy and its potential effect on mod-
ern movies when it heard oral argu-
ments last week.

At issue is the Child Pornography
Prevention Act, which forbids any vi-
sual depiction that “appears to be”
children in sexually explicit circum-
stances, or that is advertised in a way
that “conveys the impression” that
someone under 18 is involved.

. Justices debated whether purchas-
ers of videos of such movies as “Traf-
fic,” “Lolita” or “Titanic”’—which in-

clude bedroom scenes with young
adults or teenagers—might be subject
to prosecution under the law, Associ-
ated Press reported.

Pornographers and free-speech
advocates have challenged that law.

The Justice Department claims that
the court should uphold provisions of

_ the act to help “stamp out the market

for child pornography involving real
children.”

Essentially, the high court must de-
termine if it is unconstitutional for the
government to ban something that
appears to be one thing when it is re-
ally another.

The 2001 KBC Annual Meeting and
Genesis Home...a perfect combination!

If you are a messenger to this year's annual meeting of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention, hop in the car and head to Mayfield
to an open house at Genesis Home! The girls and staff at Genesis
Home are planning a day of fun and fellowship. If you live in the
Mayfield area, consider stopping by on your lunch hour or for the
afternoon. Enjoy a tour, entertainment and a complimentary lunch.
Call 1-800-456-1386 if you need more details.

Genesis Home is located on the right, 4.8 miles from Hwy. 80 at 4747 Old
:_travel north on Hwy. 641 to Hwy. 121 west to

Dublin Road.

downtown Mayfield. At the courthouse square, turn left on Hwy. 80. Trav-
el approximately three miles, crossing the Purchase Parkway overpass.
Old Dublin Road is .3 miles on the left. From Benton or Fulton on the
Purchase Parkway: take the Fancy Farm exit, turning east on Hwy. 80.
» Old Dublin Road is .3 miles on the left.

V2,
KBHC

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children's
Open House at Genesis Home

11 a.m. until 3 p.m. Central Time

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children

. ‘We’ll Be There’
1-800-456-1386 www.kbhc.org

Since 1869 . .

4747 Old Dublin Road,
Mayfield
Monday, Nov. 12
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Judge could
end up in court
over Ten
Commandments

MONTGOMERY, Ala.
(RNS)—An Alabama
judge who secretly
placed a 5,280-pound
version of the Ten
Commandments in the
lobby of the state judicial

* building could find

himself on the other side
of the bench after two
lawsuits were filed that
challenge his action.

Supreme Court Chief
Justice Roy Moore first
gained national notice
when he was a circuit
judge who displayed a
copy of the
commandments in his
Gadsden, Ala.,
courtroom. He extended
the practice when he
moved a monument of
the holy laws in the
middle of the night last
summer to the judicial
building’s rotunda.

One lawsuit was filed
by the Southern Poverty
Law Center on behalf of
a Montgomery, Ala.,
attorney who says the
monument should be
removed because it
represents a state
endorsement of religion,
Associated Press
reported.

The second case was
filed by Americans
United for Separation of
Church and State and by
the American Civil
Liberties Union of
Alabama, also on behalf
of Alabama lawyers
regularly doing business
in the building.

“As a Christian
minister | believe in the
Ten Commandments,
but | also believe in the
separation of religion
and government,” said
Barry Lynn, executive
director of Americans
United, in a statement.
“This monument :
belongs in church, not
the courthouse.”

Moore's spokesman
said the judge had not
seen the lawsuits and
declined to comment,
AP reported.
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Workers search through
debris and rubble after the
terrorist bombing at the
American Embassy in
Nairobi, Kenya, three years

Kenyan Christians recall‘ ’98 hombing, pray forv U.S.

By Sue Sprenkle -
SBC International Mission Board

NAIROBI, Kenya (BP)—A man
leaning over to look at a shiny bicycle
in a store window hears a thundering
blast.

He turns to the noise and is hurled
into the air as a second explosion tears
into a large concrete building.
Screams of despair and pain come
from all directions.

Then Samson Kisia hears his own
shout as it wakes him from the dream.
Dripping with sweat, he looks around

He’s had them before, but this time
he kneels beside his bed and prays,
“Lord, I pray for my brothers in Amer-
ica. I know of their pain, grief and
questioning firsthand. Lord, give them
comfort in their time of need.”

The terrorist attacks on the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon Sept.
11 brought memories rushing back for
Kisia and many other Kenyans of the
August 1998 bombing that destroyed
the U.S. Embassy in downtown Nairo-
bi, Kenya. The bombing, which killed
and maimed hundreds of Kenyans,
also was blamed on Islamic extrem-

ago. (IMB photo)

his bedroom. It’s another nightmare.

ists.

Memories of that pain and grief led
thousands of Kenyans to gather in the
National Stadium the Sunday after the
Sept. 11 attacks to offer their prayers
for the United States. Individual con-
gregations continue to intercede for
Americans each Sunday. “We know
what Americans are feeling. It hap-
pened to us,” said Kisia, a Baptist pas-
tor—and a survivor of the 1998 bomb-
ing.
“Right now, many Americans are
searching for truth. God is their an-
swer just as He was ours. Believe me
when I say the door is open to the gos-
pel right now. God wants to bring His
people back in His presence. Go out
and do God’s work. Now is the time.”

In the aftermath of terrorist attacks,
Kenyan Christians advise their Amer-
ican counterparts to “witness and
evangelize like never before.” Simon
Mwangi Ndegwa, associate pastor of
Parklands Baptist Church in Nairobi,
says the first response should be love,
and then lots of prayer.

“It’s not easy because love is nev- .

er easy—especially in difficult cir-
cumstances,” Ndegwa said. “We do
feel here in Kenya that whenever
something like this happens, it opens
a great door for ministry when we re-
spond with love. We saw many peo-
ple come to Jesus (after the embassy
bombing) and they are attending
churches today following our trage-
dy” p

Since the 1998 attack, Kisia has
seen nearly 90 churches started. Nde-
gwa’s church has started several con-
gregations and also has sent out more

home missionaries. Kisia attributes
this to the prayers of Christians as
hearts opened to hear the truth.

On Aug. 3, Christians around the
world spent the day praying for the
continent of Africa. Kisia said those
prayers already are moving in the
hearts of the people in conjunction

- with the attacks in the United States.

“The Lord is really touching some
Muslims here,” Kisia said. “This man
is a direct answer to prayer.”

Kenya is a nation of divided reli-
gions. Along the coastal and northern
area, Islam is the main religion, while
most central and western provinces
are considered Christian.

Ndegwa encourages pastors to
model missions, prayer and outreach
for their congregations, instead of
staying close to the pulpit.

“A hundred sermons will not be
equal to a pastor leading his church
out for one day to go on mission,”
Ndegwa said. “It mobilizes the con-
gregation for missions.”

That’s the strategy missionaries
from his church use. In many areas of

' the country, Christians cannot evan-

gelize openly. Through friendships,
people see Christ through love, action
and prayer.

“There are many young péople,
teenagers, children, mothers and fa-
thers who are locked up behind a rul-
ership that is not godly,” Ndegwa said.
“Only the power of God can set them
free, the power of the gospel. We have
to choose to pray and send people into
those areas ... to introduce them to the

gospel.”

‘l have not heen saved ...’

Normally, the first places visitors go when ar-
riving at Oneida are the rest rooms in the admin-
istration building. If you have used them, have
you ever considered who cleans them?

“Mike” (not his real name) is in charge of two
or three other boys who clean those rest rooms. It
is encouraging to see Mike supervise the crew who
clean this area every day after school and on Sat-
urday mornings. I am encouraged whenever I see
Mike because of the progress he has made. But
this progress did not occur overnight.

Mike first came to Oneida more than
two years ago, and was another student
who came to us from a single parent

respond to this letter as soon as possible.”

You probably think I wrote Mike a letter right
away telling him to come back, right? Wrong! I
did not believe that Mike had truly learned the
needed lesson in such a short time. As much as I
wanted to let him return, I had to say no. I knew
that Mike could request to return at a later time if
he were really sincere.

That second letter did come eight months lat-
er. Here is part of it:

“When I was last at Oneida almost a
year ago I was expelled for being sus-
pended too often ... and generally mess-
ing up at school. ... I hope that you will

family. His grades were average. He
had been expelled from school, and had
been getting deeper into drugs.

"~ We were excited to have Mike, and
we really believed Oneida was the best
place for him.

Like many students, Mike did rela-
tively well the first two or three months,
but when he got settled in things began
to unravel. From September 1995
through March 1996, Mike was sus-

THIS IS
ONEIDA

W.F.-Underwood

please take into consideration all that I
have said. One last thing is with God, I
have not yet been saved, ... but I am
searching for God trying to find Him at
Oneida. Oneida would help me a great
deal with that.”

Mike was allowed to return shortly
after this second letter was written.
When we sent Mike home, his report
)\ card had some average grades includ-
ing two “F’s” and one “D.” His latest

pended eight times. On more than a
dozen occasions, he was sent to the office. We
warned Mike that our patience was running out.
He had already used up his “70 times seven” a
couple of times over. Finally, in April 1996 we
had to send Mike home.

Mike had been gone only a few days when this
letter came to me:

“I’m sitting here in my room writing this letter
requesting your permission to let me return to
OBL. I did not fully appreciate that my being at
Oneida was a privilege. I took it for granted. In
my mind I thought I would never be expelled. ... I
sincerely hope that you will let me back: ... Please

report card had two “A’s” and five
“B’s”—no “D’s” or “F’s.” He is doing much bet-
ter in every area of his life and has earned the right
to be in charge of the crew that cleans the admin-
istration building.

Has he invited Christ into his heart? No, but
Mike says he believes there is a God and wants to

know more about Him. When Mike came to us -

he did not believe that God existed, and certainly
did not believe God cared about him.

Reprinted from Western /jecdrder, Sept. 30, 1997

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist

Institute, P.0. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www.
oneidaschool.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org

Clear Creek cooperates with the
Southern Baptist North American
Mission Board to help identify and
train church planters. Ron Perry di-
rects our Center for Church Plant-
ing and teaches relevant courses to
equip students to start and sustain
new work.

During the summer, Perry took
four students to Boston to observe
a group of Southern Bap-
tists involved in starting
a church in the suburb of
Framingham. Students
observed the worship,
ministry and small group
cells ‘of this -unusual
church, which meets in
the facilities of a commu-
nity college near down-
town Framingham.

The group stayed
about 30 miles away on
the grounds of Rice Me-
morial Baptist Church, a
strong Southern Baptist
church in the area. The home of
missions pioneer Luther Rice is lo-
cated next to the church.

Student Robert Lair brought
home two important lessons. “From
‘our observations and dialogue with
the four bivocational team leaders,
I saw how vital it is for a team to
have unity. I also have a greater re-
.alization of the need to relate to the
local culture. We can’t do church
in Boston like we do back home.”

The team took a trip to down-

Church planting in Boston

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

town Boston and concluded it with
a discussion on a question posed by
Perry, “How would you reach these
people?”

The students also worked the
entire week in a sports camp involv-
ing children from the Framingham
neighborhood. Each student had an
opportunity to share their testimo-
ny and work with some kids “up
close and personal” with
the desire to win them to
Christ or establish a rela-
tionship with the new
mission.

The team did door-to-
door visitation advertis-
ing the camp and talked
to neighbors about the
church.

“Our evening sessions
with the mission leaders
enabled our students to
see their sacrifice and dis-
cuss the creative innova-
tions of a contemporary
church setting. The team became
aware (some for the first time) that
a contemporary church can ‘be
strongly evangelistic and firmly
based upon the proclamation of the
Word of God,” Perry stated.
“Though we did not see a lot of
outward response in the communi-
ty, the students were able to see a
church start at close range.”

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College, Pineville, KY 40977
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In God
~ We Trust

Faith and fear

Christians face threats, violence in Muslim-ruled Pakistan

By Mark 0’Keefe
Religion News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Life has
never been easy for Christians—only
2 percent of the population—in the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan. But
since the Sept. 11 attacks on America
and the United States’ bombing of
neighboring Afghanistan, fear has es-
calated.

International Christian Concern, a
small human rights organization based
in Washington, reports that Pakistani
Christians have been victims of ha-
rassment and isolated cases of vio-
lence by radical Muslims.

Last week the violence turned
deadly in Bahawalpur. Masked gun-
men sprayed a church with machine
gun fire, killing 15 people.

Many western Christian mission-
aries, concerned for their safety, have
left the country, worried that they
could be targets of anti-American and
anti-Christian anger, which often go
hand-in-hand.

Christians of multiple ethnic back-
grounds in Pakistan say Osama bin
Laden’s terrorist campaign linking
Christianity with the United States has
all of them looking over their shoul-
ders with extra caution.

Suleiman Abu-Ghaith, a spokes-
man for bin Laden’s al-Qaida organi-
zation, only intensified the worry in a
videotaped address aired around the
world earlier this month. Abu-Ghaith
proclaimed that “jihad” has been an-
nounced against Christians and Jews
“‘as never before in our time” because
they “soil the sanctuaries of Muslims.”

Language such as this legitimately
threatens Christians, said Paul Mar-
shall, a senior fellow at the Center for
Religious Freedom in Washington.

“According to bin Laden, Chris-
tians living in Islamic countries are

seen as agents of the West,” Marshall

said. “Unless they are thoroughly sub-
ordinate to an Islamic rule, they should
be killed or driven out. Christians are
seen as particular targets.”

M.L. Shahani, a Karachi lawyer
and a former judge in the federal gov-
ernment’s highest court, said Pakistani
Christians always have felt insecure,

Ratves look vr he bo /e of

only more so since Sept. 11.

“The fear has become worse,” Sha-
hani said in a telephone interview.
“This only puts Christians in perpetu-
al fear. We have to be mum, living in
a shallow society as if in a shadow.”

Shahani said the fear must be put
into context. Pakistan is a country
where, under its blasphemy law, a
mere complaint by a private citizen
that a Christian disrespected Islam can
result in an arrest without a warrant,
even if there is no evidence. The law
allows convicted blasphemers to be
put to death, although no one has been
executed.

“Anybody who doesn’t look like
the religious majority here is viewed
with contemptuous and jaundiced
eye,” Shahani said. “It’s as if they say,
‘Here goes a Christian, here goes a
Hindu, there goes a sympathizer of the
United States.””

In addition to the shootings, Steven
Snyder, president and founder of
International Christian Concern, said
he has heard of several troubling inci-
dents.

Snyder reported that on the
evening of Sept. 11, a Christian res-
taurant owner was beaten to death by
a gang of Muslim men who refused
to pay for their meal, saying, “Take
your payment from America.”

Snyder said the same reliable
source told him that in Rawalpindi
five Christian families were dragged
from their homes and savagely beat-
en by Muslim mobs during anti-
American protests.

Snyder also produced several
signed e-mail messages from a Chris-
tian leader in Pakistan, who asked that
his name not be made public for fear
of retribution.

“Christians and other religious mi-
norities are feeling very insecure and
discouraged as they consider them-
selves to be a target of Muslim fanat-
ics,” the e-mail said. “We need coop-
eration, involvement and solidarity
from Christian organizations and con-
cerned individuals in this grim situa-
tion.”

Snyder has called on the U.S. gov-
ernment to safeguard the rights of
Christian minorities in foreign coun-

hristians last week in a

makeshift morgue in Bahawalpur, Pakistan. Masked gunmen on motorcycles sprayed a
Pakistan church congregation with machine gun fire. (RNS/Reuters photo by Asim Tanvir)  said that if his country saw the effort

PAKISTANI PROTESTER A Pakistani pro-Islamic protester threatens a photographer

during a rally last month in Quetta. Christians have expressed fears they could become
targets if unrest breaks out in Muslim Pakistan over opposition to the U.S. attacks on
neighboring Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban militia. (RNS/Reuters photo by Jerry Lampen)

tries as it asks the governments of Pa-
kistan and other Islamic countries to
join the fight against terrorism.

- “As the United States and Britain
go out of their way to ease fears of
Muslims who may perceive attacks
against Afghanistan as a ‘crusade’
against Islam, Christian minorities liv-
ing in the Muslim world have no one
to ease their apprehensions,” he said.

Keith Roderick, secretary general
of the Coalition for the Defense of
Human Rights in Macomb, Ill, an
umbrella group of 55 organizations,
made a similar point.

“The United States has been very
careful to try to make it clear that this
is not a war of the West against Is-
lam,” said Roderick, an Episcopal
priest. “But a more important question
may be whether the Islamic world sees
this as a war of Islam against the West.
That question hasn’t been seriously
addressed. Acts of terrorism don’t oc-
cur in an ideological vacuum.”

Assad Hayauddin, a spokesman for
the Pakistan Embassy in Washington,

to fight terrorism as anti-Islam, it
would not cooperate with the United
States as it has.

He acknowledged that some radi-
cal Muslim groups vehemently dis-
agree with their government’s deci-
sion. “Any Pakistani citizen, any in-
dividual in Pakistan, will be protected
by the state,” Hayauddin said. “It
doesn’t matter what denomination
they are, or whether they’re foreign
workers or locals. If they’re threatened
by mob violence, the government will
protect them.”

For many foreign missionaries,
promises of government protection
have not been enough to keep them in
Pakistan.

Paul Stock and his wife, Pat, had
been missionaries in Mirpurkhas, a
town four hours from Karachi, for 12
years. They decided to return to Fair-
fax, Va., after the Sept. 11 attacks. A
day after the attacks, a Christian friend
who lived in a predominantly Muslim
neighborhood had the words “Death
to America, Death to Christians”
painted on his house.
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Many western
Christian
missionaries,
concerned for their
safety, have left
the country,
worried that they
could be targets of
anti-American and
anti-Christian
anger, which often
go hand-in-hand.
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HOW TO

BECOME A
CHRISTIAN

By Billy Compton

| am thankful | have
never gone hungry,
never been without
shelter, never remember
atime | wasn't loved. I'm
thankful to live in a free
land. Most of all, | am
thankful during this
Thanksgiving season for
the magnificent love of
God and the wonderful
gift of salvation.

God’s eternal plan of
salvation is a remarkable
one. | have witnessed
numerous individuals
come to faith in Him by
answering three simple,
yet profound questions:

N Why must | be saved?
Romans 3:23 answers

this question: “All have

sinned and fall short of
the glory of God.” No
person has the power to
fill the demands of the
law given in the Old
Testament. Everyone
misses the mark with
God until they
experience a life-
changing encounter with
the living Christ.

1 Who can save me?
The answer is Jesus
Christ. John 3:16
declares, “For God so
loved the world that He
gave His only Son, that
whoever believes in Him
shall not perish but have
eternal life.” Christ’s
great sacrifice not only
atones for past sins but
equips man in holiness
day by day.

8 How can | be saved?
Confess, believe and call.
Romans 10:9, 13
instructs: “That if you
confess with your
mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’
and believe in your heart
that God raised Him
from the dead, you will
be saved. ... For anyone
who calls on the name
of the Lord will be
saved.” Sinners must
confess that Jesus is
Lord, believe in His
resurrection and call
upon Him to receive
-forgiveness.

| am thankful for
the plan.

Billy Compton is pastor of
Severns Valley Baptist
Church in Elizabethtown

14

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by staff

B DRY RIDGE—Dry Ridge
Church will hold revival services
Nov. 11-14 at 6 p.m. on Sunday and
7 p.m. Monday through Wednesday.
Ken Cole will be the evangelist and
Bill Clark will lead music. Willie
Ailstock is pastor.

B LEXINGTON—East Hickman

Church called Robert Stollger as.

pastor. He previously was pastor of
Tates Creek Church in Richmond.

B LONDON—SIlate Hill Church
will celebrate its 170th anniversary
Dec. 2 at 10 a.m. Activities include
a churchwide dinner after the morn-
ing service. Dallas Riggs is pastor.
B MILTON—Milton Church will

hold revival services Nov. 11-14

with David Livingston as evange-
list. Services will be at 11 a.m. Sun-
day and 7 p.m. each evening. Fer-
rill Davis is pastor.

B OWENSBORO—Walnut Memo-
rial Church ordained David Miller,
Donald Rice, Richard Russell-
burg, David Tichenor and Clint
Williams as deacons. Odell Beau-
champ is pastor.

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

WACO, Texas (BP)—Dayna Cur-
ry turned 30 on Nov. 4 in a prison in
Afghanistan, yet according to letters
released by their home church, she
and fellow detainee Heather Mercer
remain in good spirits.

“It is so good to hear that so many
people are praying,” Curry wrote to
Antioch Community Church in Waco,
Texas. “I hope they are praying for
this country along with us. ... We be-
lieve that is one of the reasons we are
here—to motivate and awaken people
to pray for this nation.”

Curry and Mercer, age 24, were
arrested Aug. 3 by Taliban authorities

B PEMBROKE—Pembroke
Church called Jimmy Siewart Jr.
as youth pastor. Jack Studie is pas-
tor.

B TURNERS STATION—Turners
Station Church ordained Wesley
Beverly as a deacon. Robin Rob-
erts is pastor.

B WHITLEY CITY—First Church
called Ron Davis as pastor. He will
graduate next month from South-
western Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Fort Worth, Texas.

B WILLIAMSBURG—Red Bird
Church ordained Scott Grimes as a
deacon. Tim Johnson is pastor.

Ghrlstmas plans
Is your church planning speclal
activities for the Christmas season‘?
Please send information about o
Ppageants, nativity scenes and othe j .
, ;events by Nov 26 to Wast.

on charges of sharing their faith in
Christ.

Mercer was equally upbeat in her
message to the church. “I'm so glad
we know and love the One who car-
ries the whole world in His hands,”
she wrote. “I hope that in light of all
the world’s changing events ... your
lives are carrying on with some level
of normalcy.”

Curry might celebrate her birthday
belatedly with some reminders of
home, if a gift package assembled at
the U.S. Embassy in Pakistan makes
it to the prison compound where she
is being held.

Danny Mulkey, assistant pastor at
Antioch, told the Waco Tribune-Her-
ald that family and friends filled a gift

BAPTIST WITNESS Southern Baptist missionary Tim Tidenberg (center) works with the
Maasai people near his home in Longido, Tanzania. Tidenberg is among missionaries
Kentucky Baptist volunteers have worked with during a three-year missions partnership
in Tanzania. He also is among nearly 5,000 Southern Baptist missionaries supported by
the annual Lottie Moon Christmas Offering and Week of Prayer for international missions.
This year's Lottie Moon emphasis is Dec. 2-9. (IMB photo by Matt Jones)

box with party hats, balloons and
chocolate. The box was put together
in hopes it makes it on the next Red
Cross truck allowed into the prison.

The two Baylor University gradu-
ates were among 24 workers with
Shelter Now, a German-based minis-
try, who are being detained by the rul-
ing Taliban authorities. Only the eight
Western workers currently are on tri-
al, while 16 Afghan workers also con-
tinue to be detained.

An Oct. 31 news release issued by
Antioch—which included excerpts of
Curry’s and Mercer’s letters—said
news during the previous week has
been very slow.

Senior pastor Jimmy Seibert said
they are waiting to hear from an asso-

Detained Ghnstlan worker marks 30th birthday in Afghan prison

ciate of Pakistani attorney Atif Ali
Khan, who is attempting to enter the
capital city of Kabul. He said the only
recent news is the detainees were seen
Oct. 28 and were still doing all right.
An evangelical news agency re-
ported Oct. 31 that the trial of the eight
Shelter Now workers is on hold. The
agency, Idea, quoted Shelter Now
chairman, Joachim Jaeger, as.saying,
“No progress is being made.”
Despite the circumstances, “our
Father in heaven is up to something
great for this nation—and all the
prayers are needed to help it come to
pass,” Curry wrote. “I really don’t
think we would be doing so well if
people weren’t praying. We have seen
God’s favor in so many ways.”

CLASSIFIED ADS

AVAILABLE: Recently retired
pastor, Campbellsville Baptist
Church, for interim pastor. Call Dr.
James E. Jones, (270) 789-2055

FOR SALE: Nursery Maid brand,
two-unit crib. Unit includes four white
baby beds with matresses. Like new
condition; used in church nursery.
New cost is over $930 plus shipping.
Selling for $400. Call Pastor Bill
Vaught, (270) 726-7002.

FOR SALE: 24 13-foot, 7-inch
church pews; two 7-foot, 6-inch pews;
one 15-foot pew; one 18-foot pew;
two 3-foot, 4-inch pulpit pews. All
have fully padded seats and backs. If
interested, contact Willisburg Baptist
Church at (859) 375-2227.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
youth/children for First Baptist
Church, Franklin, Ky. Please send re-
sumé by Nov. 30 to: Search Commit-
tee, First Baptist Church, 303 East
Cedar St., Franklin, KY 42134.

SEEKING: Part-time minister for
children and youth. Send resumé to:
Wing Avenue Baptist Church, 1508
Monarch Ave., Owensboro, KY
42303.
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SEEKING: Washington Baptist
Church, Washington, Vt., is seeking
a full-time pastor to lead our church
of 91 members—mostly young fami-
lies, many new Christians—in a
blended style of worship. Mission-
minded congregation in the process of
building a retreat center. Seminary
degree and some pastoral experience
required. Salary: $22,000 plus full
benefits and 10-room recently reno-

‘vated Victorian parsonage. Send let-

ter of interest and resumé to: Green
Mountain Baptist Association, PO
Box 203, Washington, VT 05675.
SEEKING: Deer Park Baptist,
Louisville, is presently seeking a part-

* time organist to accompany for tradi-

tional/blended worship services and
church choirs. For more information,
please contact Scott Shepherd at:
CScottShepherd @hotmail.com or
(502) 897-4343.

SEEKING: Organist for mid-
sized, dynamic, growing church, Sun-
day morning worship services. For
more information, please call Cedar
Creek Baptist Church, (502) 239-
2129.

SEEKING: Scottsville Baptist
Church, Scottsville, Ky., is seeking a
full-time pastor. For more informa-
tion, visit our Web site at www.scotts
villebaptist.org and click on “Pastor
Search Information,” or send requests
and/or resumé to: Pastor Search Com-
mittee, Scottsville Baptist Church, PO
Box 392, Scottsville, KY 42164.

SEEKING: Full-time minister to
students (first grade through col-
lege) If interested, please send re-
sumé to: Cecilia Baptist Church, 416
East Main St., Cecilia, KY 42724.
For a job description, please call
(270) 862-4228.

SEEKING: North Fork Baptist
Church, located 6 miles from Frank-
fort, Ky., is prayerfully seeking a pas-
tor. Please send resumé to: Pastor
Search Committee, 3660 Rocky
Branch Road, Frankfort, KY 40601.
Phone: (502) 695-1499.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
education and youth. May’s Lick Bap-
tist Church, Maysville area. Contact:
Ron Reule: (606) 763-6869; or church
office: (606) 763-6585, or fax: (606)
763-6355.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church
of Owensboro, Ky., is presently look-
ing for a part-time preschool director.
If you are ministry-minded and ready
to work with a growing preschool
ministry, contact FBC at (270) 683-
3505 for more information and an ap-
plication.

SEEKING: Growing church in
Northern Kentucky is looking for a
part-time youth pastor. Please send
resumés to: Youth Pastor Search
Committee, Bullittsburg Baptist
Church, 2616 Bullittsburg Church
Road, Petersburg, K'Y 41080.

SEEKING: Part-time youth direc-
tor (20 hours per week). Student, ma-
ture, male/female, or husband/wife.
Send your resumé to: Dr. Charles
Hedrick, 501 Noel Drive, Hopkins-
ville, KY 42240. (270) 886-3223;
drchedrick] @cs.com.

SEEKING: Hyland Baptist
Church in Henderson, Ky., is seeking
a vibrant worship leader for our mu-
sic ministry. Anyone interested can
send a resumé to: Hyland Baptist
Church, 1400 Wright St., Henderson,
KY 42420, Attn: Search Committee.
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TENER TOUCH Chiropractor Robin Hohorst manipulates the back of valunteerAdina Rusking in St. Paul’s piscopal Chapel.
Manhattan’s oldest church has opened its doors around the clock for the rescue and relief workers from the World Trade Center site.

(RNS photo by Robert Sciarrino)

The church at Ground Zero

Tragedy transforms ‘museum’ into mission field

By Steve Chambers
Religion News Service

NEW YORK (RNS)—In the sanc-
tuary of St. Paul’s Episcopal Chapel,
candles provide light and jazz piano
offers a small respite from the grind-
ing 12-hour shifts of rescue workers.

A weary Army reservist lies on a
table as a massage therapist works
over his knotted muscles. A police
officer walks gingerly over to the pew
where George Washington once wor-
shipped for some advice from a podi-
atrist. Another cop peruses the first-
aid table for aspirin.

In his makeshift office at the rear
of the building—a pane of glass away
from Ground Zero—pastor Lyndon
Harris marvels at the transformation
of Manhattan’s oldest church into a
24-hour oasis for rescue workers.

“You take a glance out there, and
you get a glimpse of the kingdom,”
said Harris, 40, who was barely five
months into a fledgling urban minis-
try at St. Paul’s when terrorist attacks
brought the nearby Twin Towers
crashing down.

“Someone said to me, ‘When is it
going to be a church again?’ I said, ‘I
don’t think it’s ever been closer to
being a church.””

On Sept. 12, Harris walked warily
up Broadway from his office at Trin-
ity Church—St. Paul’s mother
church—to the historic building more
popular with tourists than worshippers
in recent decades. The church was lit-
erally in the shadow of the World
Trade Center. Office workers often sat
in the church’s Colonial-era cemetery
and ate lunch under its shady sy-
camores.

Those trees helped shield the

church on Sept. 11, but volunteers
manning the dinner lines and other
comfort stations this week said it was
nothing short of a miracle that the
church survived.

“I’ll never forget turning the key
in the lock that first day,” Harris said.
“It was so quiet in here, beautiful and
eerie. There was ash everywhere, but
it was standing proud.”

Within days, however, the church
had become a bustling and chaotic pit
stop for thousands of rescue and re-
lief workers. By Sept. 14, huge bar-
becue grills had been installed on the
grounds to feed the workers. City
health officials put a stop to that. But
soon some of the finest restaurants in
New York were donating thousands
of meals daily.

Gradually, things became more
organized. These days, groups of vol-
unteers sign up a dozen at a time for
12-hour shifts, and the church already
is staffed through the end of Novem-
ber. Since rescue workers sometimes
catch some sleep in the pews, the
church has instituted wake-up calls via
a friendly tap on the shoulder. And a
3 a.m. soup line has been added to the
three meals a day.

With more than a million tons of
twisted steel and concrete still spitting
smoke and ash into the air behind the
church, Harris knows there is still
much for him and volunteers to do.

He said a stroll through Ground
Zero is a pastoral visit for him.

“A few weeks ago, it wasn’t un-
common to run into guys who had
been on the scene since day one,” he
said. “They were sleep-deprived, and
most guys had family issues. Their
wives all wanted them to quit and
come home.”

These days, he said, there are more
out-of-state volunteers. The New
York uniformed rescue workers are on
strict 12-hour shifts and sleeping at
home. And the massive demolition
operation that often sends shudders
through the church is going on in ear-
nest.

“I think the shock has worn off for
most of these workers,” he said. “The
trauma may be setting in.”

William Sarchino, a podiatrist from
Saratoga Springs, in for the day with
his wife, Kathleen, said the workers
he helped with sore bunions and
sprained ankles mostly wanted to talk.

“You feel like you want to do
something, so you come down,” he
said. “Then they are there talking to
you. I think it helps all of us.”

His wife said the significance of
setting up shop in Washington’s pew
wasn’t lost on her. She found her
thoughts drifting to the frost-bitten
patriots trudging between battlefields
in another time of national crisis.

After the war, Washington took the
inaugural oath nearby on Wall Street,
and he worshipped regularly at the
church during his presidency. But
with Sunday attendance hovering
around 30 people in recent years, the
church had been in danger of becom-
ing something of a historic relic.

Harris was brought in to try some-
thing different. These days the noon
service he tries out on rescue workers
might include a little hip-hop or jazz.

“One of my goals was to make this
more about mission than museum,” he
said. “It couldn’t be called a museum
now. We absolutely respect the histo-
ry of this church, but we can’t be con-
fined to that history. We want to be
the church for the 21st century.”
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Consider the Joy!

It is through adversity -that many of the children in our care find
their greatest strengths. The same could be said of Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children itself. For the last two years, we have faced
some very trying times. We have been sued by the American Civil
Liberties Union and Americans United for the Separation of Church
and State. We very nearly severed all ties with the State of
Kentucky which would have meant the closure.of some of our pro-
grams, the loss of hundreds of jobs and, most importantly, thou-
sands of hurting children and families would not have been able to
receive care from KBHC. These tribulations could have distracted
us from our mission of caring for the children. It's been a painful,
heart-wrenching time. But we've persevered. And we've considered
it pure joy to endure these trials for God and for the children He
entrusts to our care.

brethren. when
Knowing

Consider it all joy, my

§ 4 Vyou encounter various trials,

® that the testing of vour faith produces
endurance. And let endurance have its
perfect result. so that you may be per-
fect and complete, lacking in nothing

# Blessed is a man who perseveres under
trial: for once he has been approved. he
will receive the crown of life which the
Lord has promised to those who love
Him.

James 1:2-4, 12

God is working to show us the joy amid our trials and tribulations
every day. It's a privilege to be found worthy to take a stand for
what is right and best for kids. But we cannot make the stand alone.
We need your help now more than ever.

In some ways the future of KBHC is uncertain. There may be sig-
nificant changes ahead as the constitutional portion of the lawsuit
continues. We don't know what our agency will be like a few years
from now. But we do know that children and families are in trouble
right now and they will continue to need us in the future. We need
your gift to the Thanksgiving Offering to keep our programs run-
ning. We need to ensure that our agency will be here providing care
and hope to the hurting regardless of what the world says.

We ask you to "Consider the Joy" of giving to this ministry. :
Your gift is important to us. It can mean the difference between a life of pain and a life of joy for a young child.

/3

Statewide Goal: $1,200,000
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