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Reprieve given 
to condemned 
• Chinese house 
church leader 

LONDON (BP)- A Chinese 
underground Christian church 
leader who was condemned to 
death by the government ap­
pears to be safe for the time be­
ing. 

Gong Shengliang, the 46-
• year-old founder of the "South 
China" house church movement, 
has been granted a reprieve from 
a death sentence scheduled to be 
carried out Jan. 5, Gong's rela­
tives have reported, according to 
a Compass Direct news service 
dispatch Jan. 7. 

Compass Direct is a Christian 
news service based in Santa Ana, 
Calif., dedicated to coverage of 
Christian persecution worldwide. 

High-level pressure on the 
Chinese government was exert­
ed after news broke in early L.1-
uary that Gong was sent~ncw to 
death in a Dec. 18 secret trial in 
Hubei province on charges of 
"complicity in rape" and "lead­
ing an evil cult," Compass Direct 
reported. 

Sources in Beijing confirmed 
that Gong indeed was not put to 

· death, the news service reported, 
but the official reason from the 
Chinese Foreign Ministry was 
that Gong ha_d been granted a 
period of several months to ap­
peal the death sentence. 

High-level sources told Com­
pass Direct that they are confi­
dent Gong will have his death 
sentence commuted to imprison­
ment, especially as evidence has 
come to light that two women 
whose testimony was used to 
convict him of rape were forced 
to provide false versions of 
events. 
o See Condemned ... , page 12 
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King, the preacher 
Civil-right's icon 
driven by 'God's 
Jaw of Jove,' 
author insists 

HUNTSV ILLE, Ala.-People 
who see Martin Luther King Jr. sole­
ly as a civil rights leader are miss­
ing the spiritual motivation for his 
work that came from being a pastor, 
according to an author who has stud­
ied King' s sermons. 

"The perception of King (today) , 
in one sense, is certainly not that of 
a pastor but more of a social activ­
ist," said Mervyn Warren, a religion 
professor at Oakwood College in 
Huntsville, Ala. , and author of 
"King Came Preaching: The Pulpit 
Power of Dr. Martin Luther King 
J " r. 

This incomplete view of King ig­
nores the Christian influence that 
drove his work, Warren said. "We 
have lost the source of actually who 
he really was and the source that 
provided and generated the power 
for what he was able to accomplish." 

King himself focused on his min­
istry as a pastor and not his influ­
ence in the civil rights movement, 
Warren noted. 

. "King never lived a day of his 
profess ional life without being a 
pastor. . . . He never saw himself as 
anything else," he said. "I like his 
classic autobiographical statement 
that he often made about himself:He 
said, 'I am the son of a Baptist 
preacher, the grandson of a Baptist 
preacher and the great grandson of 
a Baptist preacher. The church is my 
life, and I have given my life to the 
church."' . 

And the church shaped how King 
sought to lead African-Americans in 
□ See King, the preacher ... , page 7 

SUNDAY MORNING Martin Luther King Jr. preaches at Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta 
as his father (right) looks on . .A new book explores King's role as pastor. ©Flip Schulke 
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Legendary Baptist pastor W.A. Crisw_ell dies at age 92 
Criswell described 
1985 SBC-related 

sermon as his 
'most important' 

NASHVI LLE-{BP)-What 
was W.A. Criswell's 

most important sermon? 

Criswell, in a personal 
letter to Jerry Sutton, 

author of "The Baptist" 
Reformation," singled 

out his sermon, 
"Whether We Live or 

Die," at the June 1985 
Southern Baptist 

Pastors' Conference in 
Dallas prior to the 
Southern Baptist 

Convention annual 
meeting there, attended 

by more than 45,000 
Baptists. 

Sutton, pastor of Two 
Rivers Baptist Church in 
Nashville, recounts that 

Criswell said he thought 
it was his most 

important sermon 
because, as Sutton puts 
it, the sermon "set forth 

the two directions and 
the implications of those 

directions in the 
Southern Baptist 

Convention." 

"Whether We Live or 
Die" and other sermons 

by Criswell can be 
accessed on the Web at . 

www.wacriswell.com. 

By Toby Druin and Mark Wingfield 
Texas Baptist Standard 

DALLAS (ABP)-W.A. Criswell, 
the legendary pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Dallas for more than 50 
years, died Jan. 10 at the home of 
longtime friend Jack Pogue. He was 
92. 

Pogue was reading to Criswell 
from the 14th chapter of John when 
he took his last breath, reported Paige 
Patterson, former president of 
Criswell College in Dallas, who now 
serves as president of Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Wake Forest, N.C. 

Funeral services are scheduled for 
Jan. 16 at First Baptist, Dallas, where 
for decades Criswell' s booming voice 
called sinners to salvation, defended 
the Bible as God's inerrant word, 
blasted "modernism" and chalJenged 
Christians to live more devoted lives. 

Criswell had been in ill health since 
fighting off colon cancer in 1998. 

The fiery preacher was among the 
best-known Baptist pastors in Ameri­
ca'in the latter half of the 20th centu­
ry. Some compared his fame to that 
of evangelist Billy Graham, a friend 
whom Criswell enlisted years ago as 
a long-distance member of the Dallas 
church. 

Criswell was the author of 54 
books, including "Why I Preach That 
the Bible is Literally True," a volume 
considered to have helped launch the 
conservative movement in the South­
ern Baptist Convention in the 1980s 
and '90s. • 

In his trademark white suit, 
Criswell was seen in televised church 
services broadcast nationally. He was 
heard on numerous radio programs as 
well. 

He was a little-known pastor from 
Oklahoma in 1944 when the church 
called him to succeed George W. Tru­
ett as pastor. In a 1985 interview with 
the Dallas Morning News, Criswell 
recalled how he had a vivid dream in 
which the deceased Truett urged him 
to "go down and preach to my peo­
ple." 

He initially declined an invitation 
to preach a sermon at the Dallas 
church, however, saying he was 
"nothing of the stature of Dr. Truett." 

Because of the influence of his 
church and his reputation as a preach­
er, Criswell was known around the 
world. A staunch defender of Israel, 
he was honored by Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin for his support of 
the Jewish state in 1988, and in 1971 
his tour group was given an audience 
by Pope Paul VI. 

But Criswell was best known in the 
pulpit of his own church and on the 
platform of the SBC, state conventions 
and evangelism conferences as sim­
ply a preacher of the gospel and de­
fender of the Bible as God's inerrant 
Word. 

In the pulpit, he wept, laughed, 
shouted and smiled. He waved his 
Bible in the air, sometimes ripping 

W .A. CRISWELL The longtime pastor of pages from it to make a point about 
First Baptist Church of Dallas was a major those he said didn't believe all the 
influence in the SBC's conservative shift. Bible. He blasted "infidels" and "lib­

His wife did not share his reservations, 
he said, explaining that she accepted 
the church's invitation for him. 

"There wasn't anything for me to 
do but come down here and preach," 
he said. A few weeks later, the church 
called him as pastor. 

During his tenure at First Baptist, 
the church grew in influence, mem­
bership and funding. In its heyday, 
First Baptist Church of Dallas was the 
largest congregation in the SBC, 
boasting nearly 30,000 members, five 
blocks of property in downtown Dal­
las and nearly 30 mission congrega­
tions. 

erals" and warned sinners to tum from 
their path toward hell. 

He was colorful and charismatic in 
the pulpit, and he was 
beloved by many as a 
pastor and as a mentor 
in the faith. 

A native of Oklaho­
ma, Criswell grew up 
on a farm near Texline. •· 
His father was a cow­
boy and then a barber. 
Criswell's mother 
moved to Amarillo 
during his last two 
years of high school so 
he could get a better 
education. He graduat­

nary, he was pastor of small Kentucky 
Baptist churches in Oakland, Mount 
Washington and Woodburn. He met 
his wife, Betty, in Mount Washington 
where she was church pianist. 

Criswell' s ministry took a tum in 
1990, wben First, Dallas, called Joel 
Gregory as pastor and heir apparent 
to Criswell. That rocky relationship 
lasted only 21 months, ending with 
Gregory abruptly resigning. In 1992, 
Criswell was named pastor emeritus 
as the church called O.S. Hawkins as 
pas~or. Criswell had continued to 
maintain a presence in the church, to 
the extent his health permitted, along­
side current pastor Mac Brunson. 

Interviewed on his 50th anniversa­
ry at the church in 1994, Criswell 
laughed at the mention of retirement 
and said his role of raising money for 
Criswell College was his idea of re­
tirement. He earlier had said he de­
sired to be called to heaven while he 
was preaching in the pulpit at First 

Baptist. 
"Wouldn't that be a 

glorious place from 
which to ascend into 
heaven?" he asked. 

Patterson said 
Criswell deserved 
much of the credit for 
the conservative shift 
in the SBC. 

"The old adage is 
Dr. Criswell preached 
the crusade and others 
carried it out," Patter­
son said. "That's pret­
ty accurate. He was 
definitely my inspira­
tion and that of many 
others. 

Over the years, several U.S. presi­
dents and would-be presidents made 
a point to visit the church when 
Criswell was preaching. When Ger­
ald Ford visited the church in Octo­
ber 1976, he got a sermon on stew­
ardship and an endorsement for his 
election, although Ford was running 
against Criswell' s fellow Southern 
Baptist, Jimmy Carter. When the Re­
publican Party re-nominated Ronald 
Reagan for president in Dallas in 
1984, Criswell closed the convention 
in prayer. 

ed from Amarillo High 
School in 1927 and 
then earned a bache-
1or' s degree at Baylor 
University in Waco, 
Texas, and master's 
and doctor of philoso­
phy degrees from 
Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

PARTNERS WA. and Betty Cris­
well in the early years of his 
prominent ministry that 
spanned half a century. 

"Probably, I could 
not have done what I 
did if I'd been at any 
other church," said 
Patterson, a former as­
sociate pastor of First 
Baptist Church for 17 

In 1968, he was elected to the first 
of two one-year terms as president of 
the SBC, which he later describ<::d as 
a highlight of his ministry. He served 
on many boards of the SBC and Bap­
tist General Convention of Texas. 

in Louisville. 
His earliest recollection of being 

called to the ministry was when he 
was about 6 years old, he said. He 
made a public profession of faith in 
Christ when he was 10 and two years 
later committed his life to-the gospel 
ministry. He began preaching at 17. 

While attending Southern Semi-

years who helped launch the SBC's 
conservative shift beginning in 1979. 

Charles Wade, executive director 
of the Baptist General Convention of 
Texas, described Criswell as "a larg­
er-than-life figure who left his indeli­
ble brand on Texas and on three gen­
erations of Baptists." 

Southern Baptist leaders reinember Criswell as 'a giant in the land' 
NASHVILLE (BP)-Southern Baptists 

from across the nation responded to the 
news-of W.A. Criswell's death with 
memories of his life and ministry legacy. 
■ Evangelist Billy Graham. "It is 

almost impossible to evaluate the life and 
ministry of W.A. Criswell. He had a 
multiplicity of gifts. He had one of the most 
loving hearts I have ever known. His 
devotion to Scripture inspired thousands 
of young clergy from many denominations. 
His preaching was electric in its power. He 
was anointed by the Holy Spirit in an 
unusual way. His counsel and love to me 
meant more than he ever knew." 
■ Morris Chapman, president of the 

Southern Baptist Convention Executive 
Committee. "W.A. Criswell was a giant in. 
the land, and his passing is an event of 

singular significance. In every way, Dr. 
Criswell was a one-of-a-kind man of God. 
He was an unexcelled preacher, an 
unequalled visionary, an unswerving 
champion of the truth and an unfailing 
leader of influence." 
■ Mac Brunson, pastor of First Baptist 

Church of Dallas. "The family of First 
Baptist Church of Dallas is deeply 
saddened by the home going of one of 
God's great saints. Dr. W.A. Criswell 
served our congregation for 50 years as 

.pastor and was serving as pastor emeritus 
at his death. He will be greatly missed as a 
minister, preacher, but most especially as 
shepherd of the flock." 
■ Charles Wade, executive director of 

the Baptist General Convention of Texas. 
"W.A. Criswell was a larger-than-life figure 
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who left his indelible brand on Texas and 
on three generations of Baptists. His 
extraordinary gifts in the pulpit, his 
steadfast pastoral commitment to a great 
downtown city church, his leadership by 
example in church growth, his fervent •. 
dedication to missions and evangelism 
and his unswerving commitment to 
proclaiming the truth of the Bible will long 
be remembered." 
■ Paige Patterson, president of 

Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C. "We 
rejoice today for Dr. Criswell even as the 
Church of our Lord Jesus contemplates 
the loss of the greatest preacher of our 
generation." 
■ Judge Paul Pressler. "My friend, 

Dr. Criswell, gave leadership, voice and 

inspiration to the restoration of the 
Southern Baptist Convention to its biblical 
roots. I am so glad he was able to see 
the victories for which he so earnestly 
prayed." 
■ Al ,Mohler, president of Southern 

Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville. "Dr. W.A. Criswell was a giant 
in the land, and it is now hard to imagine 
Baptist life without him. He towered over 
our denominational life for a half-century, 
casting a shadow that shaped at least three 
generations of pastors and Baptist leaders. 
His robust pulpit ministry led to a recovery 
of biblical exposition among Baptist 
preache~s and those of other evangelical 
denominations. He was a bold champion 
for biblical truth, and this great lion gave 
courage to thousands of others." 
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CAGE survey 
reveals most 
voters oppose 
more gambling 

FRANKFORT-Citizens 
Against Gambling Expansion, a 
statewide anti-gambling coali­
tion, believes most Kentucky 
voters oppose plans to expand 
legalized gambling in the 
state- and the group has the 
statistics to prove it. 

During last week's CAGE 
press conference in the Capitol 
Rotunda, CAGE moderator 
Nancy Jo Kemper released re­
sults of a survey last month 
among registered voters in the 
state. 

The survey, conducted by 
Ayres, McHenry & Associates 
of Atlanta, found that 64 per­
cent of respondents "oppose al­
lowing casinos to be built sole­
ly at the racetracks" in Ken­
tucky. 

Sixty-four percent also 
agreed "it is not right for the 
state government to be in _the 
gambling business" and 67 per­
cent said the state should not 
promote gambling. 

Addressing such issues as 
corruption and education, 57 
percent disagreed with the view 
that gambling operated by the 
state "is less likely to be cor­
rupt." Half of respondents dis­
agree with the statement that 
"gambling helps fund education 
without raising taxes." 

Fifty percent of voters sur­
veyed also said they would be 
less likely to vote for a candi­
date for governor or the state 
legislator if the individual fa­
vored expanded gambling. 
Only 26 percent said they 
would be more likely to vote for 
a candidate who favored ex­
panded gambling. 

A total of 59 percent agreed 
with the statement that "gambling 
creates large social costs, includ­
ing more bankruptcies, theft, do­
mestic abuse and suicides." 

"Clearly, Kentucky voters 
have significant reservations 
about expanding gambling in the 
state; whether it be through casi­
nos or video slot machines," the 
polling firm concluded. "By 

• more than two-to-one margins, 
they believe that the state govern­
ment should not be involved in 
gambling, and they do not buy 
the argument that gambling helps 
fund education without raising 
taxes. 

"Moreover, political candi­
dates could suffer politically if 
they favor an expansion of gam­
bling," the study added. "Ex­
panding gambling is not a win­
ning political issue in Kentucky." 

The survey of 600 registered 
voters, conducted Dec. 9-10, has 
a margin of error of plus or mi­
nus 4 percent. Respondents were 
from every county in the state in 
proportion to voter registration 
figures. 

KENTUCKY 
~@ 

Risky business 

"STOP THE SLOTS" Nancy Jo Kemper, moderator for Citizens Against Gambling Expansion, speaks during a press conference last week 
in Frankfort. CAGE held its event just before the beginning of the 2002 Kentucky legisla_tive session. Also pictured (from left) are Claude 
Wi~, director of the Kentucky League on Alcohol and Gambling Problems, and Kentucky Baptist Convention President Harold Greenfield. 

Groups speak against expanded gambling 
By Trennis Henderson 
Editor 

FRANKFORT-Urging Ken­
tucky lawmakers to "Stop the Slots," 
gambling opponents gathered in the 
Capitol Rotunda Jan. 8 to highlight 
efforts to halt expanded gambling in 
the state. 

The press conference was orga­
nized by Citizens Against Gambling 
Expansion, a statewide coalition of 
religious organizations, churches. and 
public interest groups . .It was held on 
the opening day of Kentucky's 2002 

.legislative session. 
CAGE moderator Nancy Jo 

Kemper, executive director of the 
Kentucky Council of Churches, out­
lined plans to battle the legalization of 
video slot machines and casinos at 
racetracks and other sites. 

She shared findings from a recent 
survey indicating that 64 percent of 
registered voters "oppose allowing 
casinos to be built solely at the race­
tracks." 

The study by Ayres, McHenry & 
Associates, a national public opinion 
firm based in Atlanta, also found that 
68 percent of voters oppose video slot 
machines at any site that sells lottery 
tickets, 66 percent oppose the ma­
chines at locations that have a liquor 
license and 52 percent oppose casinos 
being built at other sites across the 
state. 

"Kentucky needs a lot of things," 
Kemper said, "but we do not need slot 
machines." 

Describing expanded gambling as 
"bad public policy," "bad govern­
ment" and "bad economics," she add­
ed, "I suggest that it is pure greed that 
is driving this push for expanded gam­
bling at the racetracks." 

Kentucky Baptist Convention 
President Harold Greenfield empha­
sized that "Baptists oppose gambling 
on moral and religious grounds . ... We 
also oppose it because of what it does 

OPENING PRAYER Kentucky Baptist Convention President Harold Greenfield leads the 
Kentucky House of Representatives' opening prayer last week. Greenfield delivered the 
prayer shortly after speaking out against expanded gambling, a topic expected to come 
up during the 2002 legislative session. House Speaker Jody Richardson, D-Bowling Green, 
is in the background. (KBC Photo by Robert Reeves) 

to our society." 
Calling legalized gambling "essen­

tially racist," Greenfield said gam­
bling "really is a redistribution of 
money from non-white, non-educat­
ed, lower-income people to white, 
educated, higher-income people." 

Gambling "is bad for our whole 
state," he insisted. ·"We should be 
teaching the right kind of virtues and 
values." 

Though no bills had been pre-filed 
prior to the start of the legislative ses­
sion to legalize video slot machines or 
casinos, racetrack owners have voiced 
their support for such a proposal. 
Churchill Downs owners reportedly 
sent thousands of dollars in political 
contributions to legislators immediate­
ly prior to the session. 

Kent Ostrander, executive director . 
of the Family Foundation, noted that 
restricting political contributions from 
the gambling industry was among a 
series of recommendations offered 
two years ago by the National Gam­
bling Impact Study Commission. He 
said the commission also called for a 
moratorium on the expansion of casi-

nos and lotteries. and increased help 
for those with gambling addictions. 

W aming that such recommenda­
tions have not been heeded in Ken­
tucky, he said, "Gambling proponents 
continue at their own pace to assure 
their vision of a state supported and 
controlled by gambling." 

Howard Beauman, associate direc­
tor of the Kentucky League on Alco­
hol and Gambling Problems (former­
ly the Temperance League of Ken­
tucky), said the interdenominational 

. group opposes any gambling expan­
sion in the state "because we feel it is 
not a good choice economically or so­
ciologically for our citizens and all of 
the problems that are part of that." 

Beauman said he hopes all Ken­
tucky legislators will evaluate any 
gambling proposals introduced during 
the session "and will turn them down 
100 percent." 

For more information about anti­
gambling efforts in the state, contact 
CAGE at www.kycage.org or call the 
Kentucky Baptist Public Affairs Com­
mittee at (502) 254-4731 or toll-free 
in Kentucky at (800) 254-5713. 

Owensboro forum 
touts casinos 

OWENSBORO­
Leaders from three cities 
with casino gambling 
praised the industry last 
week during a 
community forum on the 
issue. 

Vincent Creel, public 
affairs manager for 
Biloxi, Miss.; Jeff 
Plyman, corporate 
counsel for Joliet, Ill.; 
and Bobby Williams, 
mayor of Tunica, Miss., 
spoke before a crowd of 
nearly 200 at a forum 
sponsored by Downtown 
Owensboro Inc. and the 
Messenger-Inquirer 
newspaper. 

Dan Edelschick, 
president of Downtown 
Owensboro Inc., called 
the two-hour forum "a 
vehicle for the 
community to get input" 
on casinos, according to 
the Messenger-Inquirer. 

He quoted state Rep. 
Greg Stumbo, Kentucky 
House majority leader, 
as saying there is 
growing sentiment in the 
legislature for some type 
of expanded gambling. 

Other legislators, 
however, including 
Senate Majority Leader 
Dan Kelly, have gone on 
record saying it would 
be "a mistake to expand 
gambling" in an effort to 
increase revenue for the 
state. 

In Owensboro, John 
Bays, owner of the 
Executive Inn Rivermont, 
has said he will spend 
up to $100 million in 
downtown construction 
if he gets a casino 
license, the paper stated. 

Applause was fairly 
evenly divided between 
pro- and anti-casino 
statements;· the paper 
noted. • 
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Conflicting views 
People keep beating on me with 

a fundamentalist stick! That's OK 
though; I used one for the first 40 
years of my Christian life. Then I 
learned that sometimes what the Bi­
ble says is not what it teaches. 

A case in point is how we appear 
to the rest of the world. The Bible 
says one God and Jews and Muslims 
agree, but we quote Scriptures that 
make us sound like we have three 
Gods. This is the main dividing 
point between us and other religions. 

OPINION 
need an inferior member of the fam­
ily." We think we have borne an ef­
fective witness by using Scripture 
when really we have given them a 
way out. 

I learned this preaching on the 
streets of Mombasa, Kenya. These 
would be good things to remember 
next time you witness to a Muslim. 

Gene lgleha(t 
Bowling Green 

'Damaging words' 
I thought cooperation was a two-

i!lill!i!ill1I! 

too is a "ministry middleman"? 
As a cooperating Kentucky Bap­

tist, I find this editorial deeply dis­
turbing and damaging to the unity 
of Kentucky Baptists and Southern 
Baptists. After coming together as a 
convention on the Baptist Faith and 
Message study committee, I had 
hoped that we could move forward 
in a more positive direction for Ken­
tucky Baptists. 

We say we have one God 
but we present ourselves 
as having three. 

I learned on the mis­
sion field to present 
Jesus as God and let it go 
at that. No need to fight 
the battles of A.O. 400 
again when Emperor 
Theodosius told his bish­
ops to teach it his way or 

r, _jr!L 

~ 

- way street. Am I to un­
derstand that Mr. Hend­
erson, by his Dec. 25 ed­
itorial, is now advocating 
that Kentucky Baptists 
stop cooperating with the 
Southern Baptist North 
American Mission 
Board because of a 
disagreement between 
NAMB and the District 

Editorializing on a Baptist dis­
agree:r;nertt is one thing; advocating 
division between Kentucky Baptists 
and our NAMB is quite another. I 
trust Mr. Henderson will rethink his 
damaging words and offer, at least, 
a clarification. 

John D. Newland 
Grayson 

BAPTIST Editor's Note: 

I ii] iilh~ I I will be glad to cla;ify. My goal 
was to encourage state conventions to 
evaluate the most appropriate way to 
fund mission efforts without strings at­
tached that violate Baptist autonomy., 
That is not a call for division, but for 
effective stewardship and historic 
Baptist principles. 

lose their jobs. His version of the 
Trinity sounded like Tritheism then 
and it still does today. 

Realizing how the rest of the 
world sees Christianity is a big start 
toward winning it. 

Another thing I learned is that the 
Muslim mindset is to give little re­
spect to the son as long as the father 
is alive. This i'sn't a written law as 
such but you will find it does exist. 

Therefore when we witness using 
our scripturally correct expression 
"Son of God" and think we are real­
ly impressing Muslims, we are not. 
They think, "Well I have the Father 
Allah ('The God' in Arabic). I don't 

,•o~,· 

of Columbia Baptist Convention? 
Surely, Mr. Henderson doesn't be­
lieve that NAMB should be giving 
away Cooperative Program dollars 
to anyone who wants it with no 
oversight ~hatsoever._ Spirit of giving 

Also, smce when did NAMB be-
come a "ministry middleman"? I On behalf of staff and teenagers 
was under the impression that , of Kentucky Baptist Homes for 
NAMB coordinated the efforts of Children's youth support centers, I 
numerous state conventions, local want to express our thanks to Ken­
associations and individual church- tucky Baptists for your giving spir­
es to achieve maximum impact on it. 
North America for the gospel. Am I The children here at the Rich­
to expect that we will be encouraged mond center were so thankful when 
to distance ourselves from the Inter- they received the Christmas gifts 
national Mission Board because it you so generously provided. I wish 

. '""'" '"•.-~~,-- .. , ,., . ~,. you could have seen their faces. For 
•• some of them it most likely was the r\Vhat are you thiakjng? 

I ;; • The Western Recorder son~jders letters on any subject for p,uglication, provided 
i; they don't mal<e a personal af!a,c~ T~e maximum length for a letter is,300 __ words. 
I· Baptist Forum is limited to.Western Recorder subscribers, uriless someone is re-

$ only Christmas presents they would 
receive. 

We just wanted to let you know 
that people as giving and thoughtful 
as you are greatly appreciated. l sponding to a story or editorial of'which they are the subject. Submit by mail, Box 

•• 43969, Louisville, KY 40253; fax, (502) 244-6474; or e-mail, wesrec@ntr.net. 
*~~ 

A faithful servant minister 
It was my privilege to serve on 

staff with Loraine Collins for 10 
years when I was pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Whitesburg. Her 
position was church secretary, but 
her role was servant min­
ister. 

At the time of her death 
on Jan. 2 she had served 
the church for more than 
41 years. She had served 
with six different pastors 
and numerous staff mem­
bers. 

The most frequently 
used words to describe 
Loraine were faithfulness Bill Mackey 
and loyalty. She wasn't 
perfect but you don't have to be per­
fect in order to be faithful. All of us 
can be faithful, empowered by the 
Holy Spirit. 

David Morrow, a former pastor, 
said Loraine was loyal to her Lord, 
her church and her pastor. Tom 
Stokes, a former pastor, said she 
never criticized her pastor. He 
shared that one time he heard some­
one start to criticize a former pastor 
and she stopped the person immedi­
ately. 

Loraine had a positive attitude 
that enabled her to be an encourag­
er and to have a perspective on situ­
ations. "She seemed to always know 
the right words," said Brenda Cook, 

a co-worker. 
She was also a person 

of integrity. She served as 
financial secretary with 
the complete trust of the 
church family. 

She had a sense of 
timeliness. She seemed to 
have an intuitive sense of 
who needed ministry and 
when. Her discernment 
was invaluable to me as a 
young pastor. 

Loraine knew the value of time. 
Her surgery for breast cancer was in 
the mid-1970s. She was grateful that 
God gave her an additional 27 years 
and she served Him faithfully. 

People who have walked through 
the valley of the shadow of death 
can teach us what is really worth­
while. Pettiness, greed and trivia can 
rob a person of his or her spiritual 
life. 

Kay and I visited recently with a 
friend who is facing the last medi-

Susan Gabbard, direct care counselor 
KBHC Youth Support Center, Richmond 

cal option in her battle with cancer. 
She said that she had learned that the 
most important value in life is giv­
ing yourself and what you have to 
others. _ 

The skeptic may ask, "Where is 
the evidence for Christianity?" Be­
cause of her faithfulness, Loraine 
witnessed God's transformation in 
hundreds of people, more than 1,600 
baptisms, the launching of four mis­
sion churches and thousands of peo­
ple receiving ministry of help, hope 
and healing. She could say, "There, 
Mr. Skeptic, is your evidence!" 

Joe Brown, anotper former pas­
tor, concluded, "She loved the Lord, 
God's church, God's Word. She was 
faithful and true. She lived a life 
beautiful to behold here on earth and 
in heaven." 

Ray Cooper, director of missions 
in Three Forks Association, said he 
could wish that his life could have a 
portion of the influence that Lo­
raine's had. 

Faithfulness does make an eter­
nal difference. 

Bill Mackey is executive director of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention 
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Churches should 
study, implement 
current tax laws 
By Jeremy White 

Although churches do not 
have to pay 
income tax, 
they must re­
port certain 

fll 
tax informa­
tion for their 
ministers and 
employees. 
Unfortunate­
ly, many 

churches are not complying with 
the law. 

As a tax preparer, I often work 
with ministers as clients. How 
perplexing for me that my clients' 
employing churches, particular­
ly small ones, make little or no 

. attempt to do things right. This 
often causes the ministers to pay 
more in tax and to increase their 
audit risk. 

Through flawed reasoning, 
churches and committees have 
used the following rationales: 

I "We have always done it this 
way." Ahh, the oft-repeated log­
ic that if done before, then it must 
be right. Unfortunately, tax rules 
change regularly and so must we. 

I "We don't want the govern­
ment to get in our affairs." By not 
complying with current tax laws, 
churches and ministers are more 
likely to receive government au­
dits and inquiries. 

I "Let the minister take care 
of his own 'package' and tell us 
what to do." Many church mem­
bers already expect too much 
from ministers with all the roles 
they fill. Should they be tax ex­
perts too? Or should they spend 
more money on professional fees 
to do what the church should be 
doing? 

I "We are volunteers (treasur­
er, finance and personnel com­
mittee, financial secretary) and 
can't be expected to keep up." 
My ears are thankful that volun­
teers such as the soloists and ac­
companists exert great effort to 
do their work the best they can. 

The most common error is 
that some churches fail to report 
ministers' compensation on Form 
W-2. This is clearly wrong. 

Other instances might not be 
wrong, but might not be in the 
minister's best interest. Examples 
include paying a car allowance 
instead of reimbursing for ex­
penses through an accountable 
plan, considering books and con­
vention expenses as part of the 
compensation package or ignor­
ing the advantages of maximiz­
ing the housing allowance. 

As church members, see to it 
that your church is complying 
with the tax laws and helping 
your ministers all you can. 

Jeremy White is a certified public ac­
countant in Paducah. He presents fi­
nancial seminars and workshops at 
churches and conferences. 
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Parents can help their teens 
plan for life after high school 
Q: This is my son's senior year and he will graduate in 
May. What might I expect in these next few months and 
how can I help him as he finishes his high school career? 

The last months of one's senior year in high school can be 
an exciting and confusing time. While teens are excited about 
finishing and often ready 'to move on to the next stage of their 
lives, there also is accompanying grief 
related to the people and familiar things 
they will leave behind. 

"Where am I going?" and "Who will 
go with me?" seem to be the two.big 
questions at this point. It is important 
that teens are given the opportunity to 
talk about these questions without feeling 
interrogated or pressured. Being available 
to talk when they are ready seems to be 
the key. Frequently you will find that their readiness does not 
fit your convenience! Be willing to stay up late waiting for 
them to come home after an outing. "Hang out" and order 
pizza at midnight (I know this does not fit the mid-life diet or 
sleep schedule). Take advantage of informal opportunities to 
be together and listen more than you talk. 

Giving teens more freedom as they approach graduation 
recognizes the fact that our society's laws make them legally 
autonomous at age 18 (regardless of functional maturity). 
Wise parents create an "experimental freedom ~pne" before 
their teens leave home and while there is still a p_arental safety 
net. 1 • 

Encourage planning for the next stage. Allow them to take 
some initiative regarding making plans for college or career. 
Finally, realize it is up to you to find a way to "bless" their exit 
from home. Leaving with a blessing makes it mdfe likely that 
communication lines will remain open and that they will 
continue to hear the message that they have a heavenly 
Father who loves them deeply.-Scott Wigginton 

Q: The past year has been a time of major anxiety for me. 
How can I regain a sense of hope? 

Study Jeremiah 29:11, "I alone know my purpose for you, 
says the Lord .. . prosperity and not misfortune" and John's 
prayer for his friend, Gaius: "I pray that you may enjoy good 
health, and that all may go ·well with you, as I know it goes 
well with your soul" (3 John 2). These verses teach that: 
■ Only God knows the future. He stays up all night so that 

you don't have to. Cast all your care upon Him, for He cares 
for you (1 Peter 5:7). • 
■ God has your best interests in mind. It makes sense to 

trustand acknowledge His power to direct your path 
(Proverbs 3:5-6). 
■ Allow others to pray tor you. Whether your afflictions 

are physical or spiritual, the prayerful touch of God'.s people is 
powerful and effective (James 5:13-20). 
■ Make sure it is "well with your soul." God's ultimate 

goal is to make you more like Christ (Romans 8:29). 
When you are able to sense God's care in the inner 

sanctuary of your heart, you can find strength to face 
challenging circumstances of life. Bring to bear the spiritual 
resources of prayer, scripture and Christian community. 

Try a 24-hour or eve.n seven-day "news fast." When you 
begin to wonder about the latest news, just lift it up to God 
through prayer. 

Finally, consider seeking oyt a competent, Christian 
clinician with access to the best medical, spiritual and 
psychological knowledge available. Such a consultation can 
give you more tools to overcome anxiety and to face the 
future knowing your life is firmly in the loving and all-wise 
grip of God (John 10:27-30).-James Stillwell 
Family Forum writers are Suzanne Coyle, director of Cornerstone 
Counseling for Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children; David Garrard, 
minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; Jon 
Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary; James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Lexington; and Scott Wigginton, director of UfeCare 
Counseling at Walnut Street Baptist Church in Louisville. Send 
questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969, 
Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail us at wesrec@ntr.net. 

OPINION 
Criswell's life, legacy shape SBC's future 

The death last week of legendary pastor W .A 
Criswell marks the end of an era in Southern Baptist 
life. 

Criswell, who was flamboyant, outspoken and 
sometimes controversial, was pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Dallas for more than 50 years. Taking lead­
ership of the church at age 34 in the shadow of long-
time pastor George W. Truett, Criswell led the con­

Criswell wrote more than 50 books, including 
"Why I Preach That the Bible is Literally True," a 
work that helped spark the convention's conservative 
movement. 

Paul Pressler, Patterson's cohort in mapping out 
conservative strategy, said Criswell "gave leadership, 
voice and inspiration to the restoration of the South­
ern Baptist Convention to its biblical roots." He said 

gregation to become the largest church in 
the denomination, totaling nearly 30,000 
members in its heyday. 

STRAIGHT 
FROM THE 

he was glad Criswell "was able to see the -
victories for which he so earnestly prayed." 

.Even Criswell'.s detractors agree that he 
had tremendous influence in Southern Bap­
tist life. They point out, however, that he 
supported racial segregation in the 1950s (a . 
view he later renounced) and called moder­
ate Baptists "skunks." He also sometimes 
shocked listeners by ripping pages from his 
Bible or throwing it to the floor to illustrate 
the need for an all-or-nothing commitment 
to Scripture. 

Def ending the in errancy of Scripture 
while railing against "infidels" and "liber­
als," Criswell is credited as being the father 
of the SBC' s "conservative resurgence" 
launched in 1979. 

Presenting a theme interpretation at the 
- 1995 SBC annual meeting, Criswell said the 

convention's future is secured because of 
Baptists' commitment to the Bible. Express­

EDITOR 

ing "infinite thanksgiving to God from my Trenriis Henderson Since his death at age 92, Criswell has 
been eulogized by state and national lead­

ers, including President Bush. 
deepest soul" for SBC leaders' focus on "the 
infallible and inspired and inerrant and authoritative 
Word of God," he said that commitment is "a prom­
ise of the direction of our convention and our church­
es in these years that are yet to come." 

Paige Patterson, who served 17 years as an associ­
ate pastor at First, Dallas, was one of the architects of 
the SBC's conservative shift. "Probably, I could not 
have done what I did if I'd been at any other church," 
he noted. 

Criswell "basically addressed the questions of de­
nominational slippage and the need to return to the 
faith of the fathers as eloquently as anybody ever 
could have," added Patterson, president of Southeast­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, 
N.C. "He began to ring those bells and there were 
many of us who listened quite attentively." 

''Dr. Criswell was an important spiritual leader for 
America,'' Bush said in a prepared statement. "He was 
a man of deep and abiding faith who brought comfort 
to the thousands who heard his message of hope, love 
and compassion." 

Evangelist Billy Graham, a long-distance member 
of First, Dallas, said Criswell "had a multiplicity of 
gifts," noting that "he was anointed by the Holy Spir­
it in an unusual way." 

Criswell will long be remembered as one of the 
leading pulpiteers of the 20th century. Perhaps even 
more significant, he will be remembered as a man of 
sincere faith and deep conviction. 

For supporters and critics alike, those are attributes 
worth celebrating and imitating. 
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BAPTISTS 
Baptist contribution·s aid Sept. 11 victims Member of 1963 

BF&M committee 
affirms 2000 view 

Adrian Rogers 
recovering from . 

mild heart attack 
MIAMI (BP)-Former 

Southern Baptist 
Convention president 

Adrian Rogers is 
recovering in a Miami • 

hospital after suffering a 
mild heart attack 

Jan. 10. 

Rogers, pastor of 
Bellevue Baptist Church 

in Cordova, Tenn., 
underwent surgery for a 
blocked artery Jan. 11 at 

South Miami Hospital. 
He is expected to make a 

full recovery, doctors 
• said. 

Rogers was in Cozumel, 
Mexico, preaching on a 
Bible study cruise when 

he suffered the attack. 
He was flown to Miami 
for treatment. He could 

be released from the 
hospital as early as 

next week. 

By James Dotson 
SBC North American Mission Board 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. (BP)-An 
allocation plan for more than $3.4 
million donated toward Southern 
Baptist disaster relief efforts in New 
York and Washington takes a com­
prehensive approach in dealing with 
a crisis expected to impact affected 
individuals and families for years to 
come. • 

In broad terms, the plan allocates 
59 percent of the money to "victim 
benevolence and counseling minis­
try" and 41 percent to the longer­
term "ongoing response rninistry"­
including provision for supporting 
future volunteer efforts and a church 
planted in the affected area. 

The plan, titled "Enduring Hope: 
Disbursing Disaster Relief Dona­
tions with Integrity and Impact," 
was adopted by the Southern Bap­
tist North American Mission Board, 
Metropolitan New York Baptist As­
sociation and Baptist Convention of 
New York at the recommendation of 
a task force that has addressed the 
issue since late September. The doc­
ument also has been submitted to 
state conventions as a possible mod­
el for disbursement of their own re­
lief funds set up in the wake of the 
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Sept. 11 attacks. 
"Southern Baptists have respond­

ed to the tragic events of Sept. 11 with 
an outpouring of generous giving," 
said NAMB President Robert Rec­
cord. "Enduring Hope will ensure 
these gifts are used in a way that prom­
ises accountability and cooperation 
with local churches to touch hurting 
people in Christ's name. Through do­
ing so, we gladly acknowledge that it 
is the local church which serves on the 
front line in times of disaster." 

The plan was developed in consul­
tation with donors to ensure that the 
use of the funds would comply with 
their intent for how it should be used, 
said Claude Rhea, chief development 
officer for NAMB and a primary au­
thor of the allocation plan. 

The document outlining the plan 
notes that "the sheer scale of this ca­
tastrophe mandates a response broad­
er, deeper and longer than any we 
have mounted before. We must retool 
our strategies to counter the sobering 
realization that 3,000 people lost their 
lives, 8,000 children lost a parent and 
100,000 people have lost their jobs." 

Under the "victim benevolence 
and counseling ministry" category of 
the allocation plan, 40 percent of the 
fund will go to financial assistance 
through Southern Baptist churches 

and associations in New York, Bos­
ton and Washington D.C., as well as 
to those in New York who lost their 
jobs because of the disaster. 

Twelve percent will fund deploy­
ment of a "resident chaplain" to "over-. 
see and augment our chaplaincy pres­
ence" in New York. 

The chaplain will provide training 
for pastors in grief and trauma coun­
seling, strengthen local church efforts 
to minister to victims and help pastors 
avoid damage to their own marriages, 
emotional health and ministry. Joe 
Williams of Oklahoma, an FBI chap­
lain who assisted in the aftermath of 
the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing, 
will fill that role. 

Rounding out the "victim benevo­
lence an<;! counseling" category, 7 per­
cent will go to assist state and local 
partners in funding traditional South­
ern Baptist disaster relief efforts of 
feeding, childcare, cleanup of affect­
ed apartments and similar ministries. 

The category of "ongoing response 
ministry" includes securing a center 
to house volunteers working in the 
area in corning years (26 percent) and 
funding for planting new churches to 
provide long-term care for affected 
residents, including one ministering in 
the immediate "ground zdro" area of 
lower Manhattan (15 percent). 

I IJ 

OKLAHOMA CITY (BP)­
One of the last living rriembers 
of the committee that penned 
changes to the 1963 Baptist Faith 
and Message says the commit­
tee's foremost goal was to clari­
fy Southern Baptists' belief in 
biblical authority. 

Garth Py bas, 86, a retired pas­
tor, said language in the 1963 
document concerning Christ as 
the "criterion" for interpreting 
Scripture was meant to convey 
biblical infallibility based on 
Christ's testimony of it in the 
gospels. 

Pybas said Southern Baptist 
leaders in 2000 likewise aimed to 
clarify biblical truth for a chang­
ing culture. The 2000 statement 
removed the "criterion" lan­
guage, prompting critics to voice 
concern that conservatives had 
placed Scripture above Christ. 

"What did they worship be­
fore 1963?" Pybas asked. "Are 
they insinuating ... that all of 
those before we put that in there 
worshiped the Bible? That is ri­
diculous." 

~~t~V:q,,,,0 fa0~ OIA lMissiOv\S. 

The Cooperative Program is 

about more than just giving 
money. Your offering makes 
a vital difference, bµt so does 
your time. Serving as a 
volunteer brings missions to 
life each time you place your 
tithe in the offering plate. I 
One of the many ways you can experience missions first­
hand is through Youth Evangelism Strategies (Y.E.S.). 

Adult guides prepare for and work with FiSH (Focus, 
Inspiration, Share and Hook), a four-week outreach 
strategy in middle and high schools. Call Randy Record 
at 502.245.4101 x204 to find out how you can be the 
face of CP Missions through Youth Evangelism Strategies. 
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NATION 
King, the preacher: Work driven by God's love, author says 
Continued from page 1 
their struggle for equal treatment. 
King viewed himself as both a shep­
herd of the flock "and yet an under­
shepherd of Jesus Christ," Warren 
said. 

"This dual perspective ... simply 
reinforced his determination to 
transfer biblical Christian principles 
of love and justice into the civil 
rights movement," he added. 

"I would hate to think of what the 
civil rights , movement would have 
been without Dr. King's influence," 
he said. "The National Guard, and 
the guns, and the dogs and the gas­
ses, the fire hoses, they would have 
been around much longer. But it's 
very difficult to fight love indefinite­
ly. Very difficult, if not impossible." 

Ever since he was a doctoral stu­
dent at Michigan State University in 
the 1960s, Warren has studied 
King's sermons and preaching style. 
His dissertation was a scholarly look 
at King the preacher. 

Warren's new book is a complete 
rewriting and updating of that dis­
sertation, scripted for lay rather than 
scholarly consumption. In it he dis­
sects King's research, writing, 
speaking and delivery styles. 

Warren was a student at Oak­
wood College when King spoke 
there on M;irch 2, 1962. It inspired 
him to study King as part of his doc­
toral work in philosophy. 

In a stroke of luck, one of Mich­
igan State's few black professors 
then, Robert Green, had spent time 
with King during the Selma march. 
He was able to set up an interview 
for Warren. Prior to speaking at a 
Chicago church, King spent a cou­
ple hours with Warren. 

"He exhausted every question I 
had to ask him," Warren recalled re­
cently during an interview in his 
Huntsville home. 

Warren writes: "Here was a man 
who spoke and served from princi­
ples hammered out primarily from 
family, the Bible and theological un-

··rf/i. 
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derpinnings. All of his responses to 
my questions bore indelible marks 
of a conscious fulfillment of the un­
derstanding of God's law of love 
incumbent on his life-love of God 
and love of his fellow human be­
ings-and he could do none other, 
coine what might." 

Warren interviewed numerous 
King associates and biographers and . 
consulted some of the hundreds of 
books and thousands of newspaper 
and magazine articles about King. 

The result is a painstakingly re­
searched book that examines com­
mon notions about King's sermons. 
The book includes some little­
known facts, including this one: By 
the time King turned 13, he had tried 
to commit suicide twice- both 
times in the wake of traumatic 
events involving his grandmother, 
first a serious accident and later her 
death. 

Another · observation deals with 
King's decision· to enter the minis­
try after considering becoming a 
doctor and then a lawyer. He wres­
tled with his conscience and his soul. 

Wht;n Time magazine selected 
him as the 1964 "Man of the Year" 
(the sa~e year he won the Nobel 
Peace Prize), King told a reporter: 
"I had doubts that religion was in­
tellectually respectable. I revolted 
against the emotionalism of Negro 
religion, the shouting and the stamp­
ing. I didn't understand it and it 
embarrassed me." 

There are four ways to deliver 
sermons, according to scholars who 
study thein: extemporaneous, read­
ing a manuscript, memorization and 
impromptu (given off-the-cuff). 

King preferred extemporaneous 
speeches, often using the same sub­
ject matter and many references, but 
always varying the content. Warren 
quotes King as saying he preferred to 
write out his sermons, making numer­
ous revisions. But when he stepped to 
the pulpit, King generally used only 
notes or an outline, never a prepared 
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Photographer recalls King's personal ministry 
ByFllp Schulke omehts he turned to meandaskeciabouim1 
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text from which he read. This ~p­
proach made his sermons more spon-
taneous, Warren observes. • 

Warren asserts that King fits the 
role of a modem-day prophet whose 
strength and message had a divine 
source. 

"I believe that God, in a real way, 
had marked him for his ministry and 
much of what he was able to accom­
plish though his spoken word, . . . was 
beyond him," Warren said. "It was 
God performing a divine mission; 
God accomplishing something 
through an instrument." 

King himself referred to a time 
during the Montgomery boycott when 

he sat at his kitchen table and relin~ 
quished his own control over the situ­
ation to God, Warren added. 

"He said, 'Lord, I don't know what 
to do. They (local African-Americans) 
expect something from me that's go­
ing to help them through this situation. 
I don't have it and I'm at my wit's 
end."' 

During that prayer he encountered 
a sense of peace that allowed him to 
proceed and lead, Warren said. "From 
then on, it was as if he and God were 
walking hand in hand." 
Compiled from reporting by News Direc­
tor David Winfrey and Ben Johnson for 
Religion News Service 
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Promise Keepers 
organizers say 

. there might be as 
many as 10 

"Passa·ge" events 
for teens in 2003. 

YOUTH 
11 ; Pd!~ 

Rock of ages 
Stadium event 
ministries look 
to reach next 
generation 
By Adelle Banks 
Religion News Service 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (RNS)­
They've brought thousands of adults 
to stadiums across the country for 
heart-tugging speeches, rousing -mu­
sic and a chance to think about God 
in the midst of busy lives. 

Now, two evangelical ministries 
are turning their attention to the _next 
generation. 

On Dec. 15, Promise Keepers held 
''Passage," an event aimed at helping 
teen-age boys become "godly men," 
in Columbus, Ohio. 

As boys 
watched "extreme" 
sports contests and 
heard a challenge to 
put Christian faith 
into practice, chil­
dren of both sexes 
in Dallas watched a 
stage show called 
"The Gnoo Zoo 
Live Christmas· 
Tour," created by 
Children of Faith, 
a new division of 
Women of Faith. 

CELEBRATION Approximately 14,000 teenage boys attended the "Passage" youth event last month in Columbus, 
Ohio. Sponsored by Promise Keepers, the daylong program represents a movement by several Christian arena-
event groups to reach youth. (Promise Keepers photos by Wayne Armstrong) • 

"It seems to be 
the next wave that 
people seem to feel 
is an important thing to do," said 
Sheila Walsh, creator of the "Gnoo 
Zoo" concept and author of a related 
series of Christian children's books. 
''Parents want to be able to ... give their 
children something to hold on to that's 
not just fluff." 

Brian Blomberg, vice president of 
development for Promise Keepers, 
said the Passage event is the result of 
older men seeking something for their 
children. 

"It's been at the request of a lot of 

our constituents 
that have said, 'You 
know, you do so 
much work with us 
as men. Is there 
some way you can 
reach out spiritual­
ly to our boys, to 
our sons?'" he said. 

About three 
years ago after speaking at a Women 
of Faith event, Walsh said she was 
approached by an elderly woman who 
wished she had learned about God' s 
"unshakable" love at a much earlier 
age. The mother of a 5-year-old boy, 
Walsh said she decided to create the 
"Gnoo Zoo" series in hopes of teach­
ing young children about the grace of 
God. 

The Christmastime tour is based on 
the first book in the "Gnoo Zoo" (pro­
nounced "guh-noo zoo") series called 

IN THE AIR A stunt cyclist performs for youth during "Passage" last month in Columbus, 
Ohio. Groups ranging from Promise Keepers to the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association 
combine entertainment and music with a message encouraging youth to consider the 
gospel. 

"In Search of The Great White Tiger: 
A Story About Following God." 
Walsh plays a tour guide who accom­
panies animal characters in a make­
believe land to teach lessons to the 
children in the audience. 

Children of Faith, based in Plano, 
Texas, features other children's 
books-including some for teenage 
girls-as well as products ranging 
from videos to CDs to stuffed animals. 
,Another live nationwide tour is sched­
uled for the spring. 

Promise Keepers, too, is hoping to 
reach out to young people through 
more than one event. The Columbus 
conference will be followed by a 12-
week program the Denver-based 
men's ministry hopes will be used in 
local churches to address such issues 
as peer pressure, sexual abstinence 
and family relationships. 

"We are going to use an event with 
high-octane speakers and popular 
bands and the extreme athletes to re­
ally give these guys a catalyst to say, 
Tm willing to make the commitment 
to go through this 12-session curricu­
lum,"' Blomberg said. "That's where 
we really expect the longtime trans­
formation." 

He also expects the 12-hour con­
ference for boys, dads and mentors 
will lead to more of the same. One al­
ready is planned for Anaheim, Calif., 
at an unspecified date in 2002. He 
hopes there might be as many as eight 
or 10 Passage events in 2003. 

The Columbus event's 14,000 
seats sold out early in the week it was 
scheduled, Blomberg said. Walsh said 
about 1,000 children and their parents 
have been attending the Children of 
Faith events. 

The two stadium-oriented evangel­
ical ministries are not the first to reach 
out to the younger set. Evangelist Bil­
ly Graham planned a one-time event 
at a 1994 crusade that has become a 

tradition known as "A Concert for the 
NeXt Generation." The Cleveland 
event featured high-energy music 
from contemporary Christian artists 
coupled with a message from the fa­
mous evangelist. 

"It really came out of his burden 
for his grandchildren and their peers, 
their generation, which is really a gen­
eration that is outside the grasp of the 
church," said Graham spokesman A. 
Larry Ross. "His wife, Ruth, said 
groups like de Talk ... fill the pond and 
Billy gets to go fish." 

Since 1992, the Graham ministry 
also has held events for children dur­
ing its mission efforts, a Saturday 
morning staple that features a chil­
dren's evangelist rather than Graham. 

Although the efforts by Promise 
Keepers and Women of Faith are 
aimed at teens and younger children, 
officials at both ministries hope they 
will reach adults as well. 

Promise Keepers, which has seen 
declining attendance since its historic 
1997 gathering of tens of thousands 
of men on the National Mall in Wash­
ington, hopes this might cause men to 
return to its events aimed at adults­
and refocus on their own spiritual 
lives. 

"There will be an aspect of expec­
tation that this could rejuvenate some 
of the guys to come back and look at 
a PK event," Blomberg said. "Maybe 
the dads will really feel an active in­
volvement in their own spiritual path 
by working with their sons." 

Likewise, Walsh said she hopes the 
Children of Faith initiative will reach 
more than the teens, pre-teens and 
children for whom they are primarily 
designed. 

"I pray that some parents would 
buy a book about the love of God, sit 
down and read it to their children and 
that somehow through that their hearts 
(will) be touched," she said. 
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Lani/ blasts political strategy to 
link religious right with Taliban 

NASHVILLE (BP)-A Southern Baptist religious liberties 
specialist says a reported Democratic Party plan to compare 
the "religious right" with the Taliban is "outrageous." 

Richard Land, president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention's Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission, 
responded to an article ln Newsweek magazine that outlines 
a potential political battle plan this fall. 

'The theory goes likethis," wrote political analyst Howard 
. Fineman. "Our enemy' in Afghanistan -is religious extremism 

and intolerance. It's therefore more important than ever to 
honor the ideals of tolerance-religious, sexual, racial, 
reproductive-at home." 

Democrats will claim the GOP is out.of the mainstream, 
Fineman :wrote, "because it's too dependent on the intolerant • 
'religious right."' 

"This is outrageous,'' Land said. "I am appalled at this 
campaign by some in th~ Democrat Party to compare 
religiousconservatives in America with the Taliban. 

''The only way they can get away with it)S ~ we take it 
lying down," Land said, promising to call his congressman, 
a Democrat. "I am going·to tell him he QUghf to be ashamed 
of the leaders of his party who are proposing this and that he 
ought to do everything he can to stop it''.' 

. Fi[leman noted that tbe "incendiary tiattle'plan" indeed is 
designed to outrage President Bush. ''Theh Democrats would 
have Bush just where they want him: in a fire fight at home." 

Evangelism Conference Accommodations 

1 I AmeriSuites 
Hotel/ CB, K 
701 S Hurstborne Pkwy. 
502.426.0119 
$69 

21 Holiday Inn 
Hurstbourne / R 
1325 S. Hurstbourne Pkwy. 
502.426.2600; 
1.800.465.4329 
S79 Single/Double 
Cut-off date: 2/ 4/02 

31 Fairfield Inn 
by Marriott / CB 
1-64, Exit 15 
9400 Blairwood Road 
502.339.1900 
S59 
Cut-off date: l / 25/ 02 

Special rates, if 
provided, are 
listed. When 
making lodging 
reservations, 
please mention 
Kentucky Baptist ~ 
Convention and 
verify rates. 

Key to 
Amenities 
CB continental 

breakfast 
G garage 
K kitchenette 
R restaurant 

4 Hampton Inn East 1-64 / CB 8 Best Western II Ramada Hotel 
1902 Embassy Square Blvd. Signature Inn / CB Airport East 
502.491 .2577 1-6,4, Exit 17 1921 Bishop Lane 
$65 Single/Double 1301 Kentucky Mills Dr. 800.228.2828 • 
Cut-off date: 1/25/ 02 502.267.8100 502.4 56.4411 

5 Louisville Marriott East / R S71 $59 

1903 Embassy Square Blvd. Cut-off date: 2/10/02 Cut-off date: 1/18/02 

800.228. 9290 9 Breckinridge Inn / R 12 Executive Inn / R 
$99 (1-4 people) 2800 Breckinridge Lane 978 Phillips Lane 

800.626.2706; 
6 Four Points Hotel & 502.456.5050 502.367 .6161 

Suites by Sheraton $68 Single/Double $55 
9802 Bunsen Way Cut-off date: 2/5/02 Cut-off date: 1/25/02 
502.499.0000 10 Holiday Inn 13 Best Western Ashton $89 ( 1-4 people) Southeast / R Inn Suites / CB, G 

7 Microtel Inn / CB 3255 Bardstown Road 653 Phillips Lane 
1221 Kentucky Mills Dr. 502.454.0451; 502.37 5.2233 
502.266.6590; 502.499.6220 1.800.465.4329 $89 Single/Double 
$40.95 Single S79 Queen $99 4 per room 
S45.99 Double Cut-off date: 2/ 18/ 02 

N 

A 
Shelbyville Road 
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NATIONAL NOTES 
■ Bush named "Layman of the Year." President George W. 
Bush was named "Methodist Layman of the Year" by an 
evangelical United Methodist group. Good News, a 35-year­
old evangelical caucus within the church, honored Bush for 
his "biblically informed worldview, character, patience, 
compassion and courage" in the war against terrorism. Bush 
was raised Episcopalian but moved to the United Methodist 
Church after marrying_ his wife, Laura. He regularly attended 
Methodist services in Texas but has decided not to join a 
Methodist church in Washington, reportedly opt_ing instead to 
worship at the chapel at Camp David, where he spends most 
weekends. 

■·Conservatives criticize education bill. Conser\lative 
Christians were critical of President Bush's education reform 
for lacking private school vouchers and other issues. The . 
bipartisan bill calls for increased accountability amo~g local 
schools apd provides for yearly testing to measure progress. 
To gain Democratic support fOr the bill, Bush agreed to drop 
the vouchers proposal, which would have aided Christian and 
other private school.s: Focus on the Family officials s&id Bush 
abandoned his core princiP.le of .giving more freedom to local 
school districts and instead invites a bureaucratic federal 
government into the'classroom. 

■ Nine dt,nqminatlogstake $1ep toward unity. Nine .. , 
Protestantderi9minations will cOnie together Jan. 1 Si21 in 
Memphis, Tenn:, to highlight the start of a new relationship . 
called Churyhes. Unltiog ln Christ .. Particjpatiryg memb~.rs 
. include•the1African, Methodist Episcopal' Ch,yrch; Africah 
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church; Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ); Eplscopal Church; Christian Methodist Episcopal 
Church; l.oternationa.1 Goun9jl ofCommunity.Churchesi. • 
Presbyterian Church (USA){ United Churchof Christ; arid 
U~ited Methodist Church. Rather than a structural me,ger, 
the effort will bring them together occasionally for lo9al 
worship services, anti::racism efforts and mission wod< .. 
:;: • - ·_:· :c • :;7\4\ ·_.:.,./< {[\i,t :,:,. - ;:·;: ::;?;· - -. 

■ Presbyterian leader'wams against withholding money. 
,Jhe. leader of the PrE!.~9yterian Church (USA) said p~prs and 
p~prches,~h_o yvi!hQQ19t1:POP~Y f~om the g~,99Qlinat!gQ.,!n 
protest are v1olatmg;tfie1r ordm~t,oijvows,end'promQt!rtg 
schism.Yin a strongt{worded letter to the-church's 1 zs 
regional gqverning pgpjes, Stated Clerk CliftonKirkp~!tick 
crjticized'':~oth libe~l,',~rd ·cons~ryative CQ~r9Ms, ~,:,,~st one, 
Californiii'church haS'brdained'a'n,openly gay woma1t' 
Conservative churches, concerned with the bodyis li6eral 
drift, ~av~.Jrreateoi~.,t.~.w.it~h~.'~ .. funds. L,,.·.·•· .. ')I 
. ■ Schoot~eeks e~;~ptlo; trJJ111nterne~';~;fllth." g/ting a' 
' concern about "unlimited filth" online, a small Christian 
school in Knoxvilre, Tefm., has reqµested that the state 
l~gislature permit ex~mptions frofn a law requiring .cqmputer 
e'ducation. The state requires a year of computer education, 
including "online communication," to obtain a high school 
diploma. }Ne don't have compyters, radios or televis10ns in 
our hom~s or businesses, and,We'qon't wish our children to 
be, you might say, infected with what's on them," Oakmont 
School principal Floyd Rochat told the joint House-Senate 
Educationp~ers.\Qh~g9mmitte~.·.;,.. i 
• Radio 1111~·1st~' n~111es new p~esldent. Trans W6;1d Radio, 
an international Christian broadcasting ministry-, has picked 
David Tupker to succeed President,Thomc1:s ~owel(s~rting in 
July. Trans World Radio; based)n Cary, N:G., broadcasts 
Christian programming each week in more than 180 
languages to more than 160 countries. 

• ■ Clergy sabbaticalprogram fp continue, The Lilly ; .. 
Endowment has a.nnounced plans to continue its National 
Clergy Henewal Program for a third year. The program 
already has helped 250 pastors and congregations to take or 

. prepare for sabbaticalJeaves;+The lndianapolis-basedil 
foundation recently announced;the 129 recipients for 2001. 
They will use time away for such activities as touring thE! Holy 
Land, writir:ighymns andatten9Jng conferepces. Tl'!~ program 
i~ open to'christian congregatiqns' whose Ordained M.stors 
have a master of divinity degree. For more information, 
contact the Lilly Endowment at (317) 916-7302; 
www.clergyrenewaLorg. •• 
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High court declines teacher's evolution case 
W ASHJNGTON (ABP)-The Su­

preme Court has declined to hear a 
case that could have Jecided if public 
school teachers have a First Amend­
ment right to contradict their school 
district's policy on the teaching of 
evolution. 

The court refused, without com­
ment, to review a .Minnesota court 
decision dismissing a lawsuit by a 
high school science teacher. 

Rodney Le Yake was removed 
from his position as a 10th-grade bi­
ology teacher in the southern Minne­
sota town of Faribault in 1998 after a 
colleague raised concerns about Le­
Vake' s thoroughness in teaching the 
theory of evolution. He was then re­
assigned to a lower-level science class 
that did not involve the teaching of 
evolution. 

Le Yake had told the colleague that 
he couldn't teach evolution i·n good 
conscience, ·and when the fellow 
teacher informed administrators, they 
initiated the process that led to Le­
Vake' s removal. 

LeVake also presented a "position 
paper" in which he noted what he be­
lieved were faults with the theory of 
evolution and said he merely wanted 
the right to teach these. Le Yake said 
he only wanted to take "an honest look 
at the difficulties and inconsistencies 
of the theory without turning my class 

: into a religious one." 
With the aid of the American Cen­

ter for Law and Justice, LeVake sued 
the school district for discrimination, 
saying the district's actions violated 
his First Amendment rights to free 

Judge puts brakes 
on state money for 
faith-based program 

MADISON, Wis. (RNS)-A fed­
eral judge has ordered the Wisconsin 
Department of Workforce Develop­
ment to halt funding of a faith-based 
Milwaukee program that helps trou­
bled fathers with job training and drug 
treatment. 

U:S. District Judge Barbara Crabb 
issued the order Jan. 8 after a lawsuit 
was filed by the Madison, Wis.-based 
Freedom From Religion Foundation 
opposing money going to the Faith 
Works program. 

Faith Works receives grants from 
th_e state workforce development de­
partment and has a contract with the 
state corrections department to run a 
halfway house that provides 24-hour 
supervised residential care. 

In her ruling, Crabb said the grants 
from the Department of Workforce 
Development were unconstitutional 
because they amount to "unrestricted, 
direct funding of an organization that 
engages in religious indoctrination." 

The judge ordered a trial to deter­
mine the constitutionality of the con­
tract that Faith Works has with the 
state Department of Corrections. 

Anne Nicol Gaylor, president of 
the Freedom From Religion Founda­
tion, said the program was "drenched 
with religion." 

"For a private program to operate 
that way is fine. Go right ahead, but 
don't expect public taxpayers to pros­
elytize for you, to line up converts," 
she said. 

Suit involves 2nd grader, religious materials 
MASTIC BEACH, N.Y. (RNS) 

-A conservative law firm has filed 
suit on behalf of a second-grader 
whose public schoolteacher alleg­
edly prevented him from handing 
out religious materials, including 
one responding to the Sept. 11 ter­
rorist attacks . 

The American Center for Law 
and Justice filed suit Jan. 8 on be­
half of Michael and Lisa Leirer and 

• their son, Joshua, charging th.e \Vil­
Iiam Floyd Union Free School Dis-

expression of religion and free speech. 
A three-judge panel of the Minne­

sota Court of Appeals, however, ruled 
unanimously that a lower court was 
correct in dismissing LeVake's law-

• suit against the district because, in the 
court's opinion, Le V ake did not prove 
a legitimate claim to discrimination. 

"It is unclear on what basis Le V ake 
argues that his right to free exercise 
of religion was violated," the Minne­
sota judges wrote. "LeVake does not 
contend that (the school district) pro­
hibited him from practicing the reli­
gion of his choice. He does n9t assert 
that (the school district) demanded 
that he refrain from practicing his re­
ligion outside of the scope of his du­
ties as a public school teacher in order 
to retain his teaching position, and he 
does not assert that the curriculum re­
quirements incidentally infringed on 
his religious practice." 

In the past, the Supreme Court has 

P.L.A.N. your estate 
The Scriptures clearly teach us 

to honor the Lord with our sub­
stance, our estate. If we do, God 
promises "our barns will be filled 
to overflowing" (Proverbs 3:9-10). 

The Scriptures also clearly teach 
us to provide for the future of our 
families . If we do not, God warns 
"we have denied the faith, and we 
are worse than an unbeliever" 

trict in Mastic Beach, N.Y. , with 
religious discrimination. 

The suit charges that Joshua' s 
teacher prevented him from distrib­
uting religious materials at the Long . 
Island elementary school during 
non-instructional time. 

He. was prevented from handing 
out a booklet titled "God Is Our 
Shelter and Strength," a response to 
the terrorist attacks, because of con­
cerns that it might offend some par-
ents; the law firm said. ' 

declared state laws requmng the 
teaching of creationism in public 
schools were unconstitutional. Since 
that time, many advocates of creation 
science have embraced a less reli­
giously specific philosophy of cre­
ation called "intelligent design" theo­
ry. The theory doesn't deny that spe­
cies have evolved or that the earth is 
older than a few thousand years, but 
suggests that an "intelligent force" 
guided the process. Le V ake used ideas 
from intelligent design in his propos­
al to teach ideas contradicting evolu­
tion. 

Wayne Holstad, LeVake's attor­
ney, told the Supreme Court that the 
teacher "was silenced, not for any­
thing he said in the classroom, but 
merely for holding a contrary view­
point and expressing a desire to say 
certain things which the school district 
deemed out of step with its officially 
imposed orthodoxy." 

Foundation, for private consultation 
at no cost or obligation. In addition, 
suggest to your pastor the founda­
tion be invited to conduct a Chris­
tian estate planning basics seminar 
in your church. There is no cost for 
the seminar, and the foundation has 
nothing to sell and does not twist 
anybody's arm to do anything. The 
seminar is exclusively for the stew­

(1 Timothy 5:8). In plan­
ning your estate, you 
have a responsibility to 
consider both your love 
for God and for family. 
Consider these four steps 
in planning your estate. 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION 

ardship education of the 
members and their 
guests. 

Third, act upon your 
conclusions and convic­
tions. Take immediate . 
action to review and/or to 
execute the documents 
necessary to accomplish 
God's purposes for the 
estate He has entrusted to 
you. 

First, prayerfully 
ponder what are God's· 
purposes for the estate He 
has entrusted to you, and 
what legacy does He de­
sire for you to leave? 
What ministries would Barry Allen 
He have you benefit? In 
what ways would He have you pro­
vide for your family, and who are 
those family members? Will the 
estate be subject to any death tax­
es? Are there gifts you should make 
during your lifetime for the benefit 
of ministries in which you believe 
and for family members? If so, do 
you need to retain an income inter -
est in those gifts? 

Second, learn more about the 
basics of Christian estate planning. 
Call toll-free Laurie Valentine, trust 
counsel for the Kentucky Baptist 

Fourth, 'Njoy know­
ing you have sought and 
followed God's will in 

providing for His ongoing work in 
the world and for your family. "In 
this way you will lay up treasure for 
yourselves as a firm foundation for 
the coming age, so you may take 
hold of the life that is truly life" 
(1 Timothy 6:19). 

Barry Allen is president of the Kentucky 
Baptist Foundation, 10605 Shelbyville 
Road, Louisville, KY 40223; (888) 254-
5701; www.ky baptistfoundation.org 
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Foundation spending $25 million to fight pastor burnout 
INDIANAPOLIS (RNS)-The 

Lilly Endowment is hoping to fight 
clergy burnout by spending $25 mil­
lion to help pastors to "sustain excel­
lence" and "maintain energy and en­
thusiasm" throughout their careers. 

The Indianapolis-baseµ founda­
tion, which funds religious causes 
with millions of dollars each year, said 
the physical, spiritual and emotional 
health of pastors is key to maintain­
ing healthy, vibrant congregations. 

Pastors are called to be preachers, 
teachers, administrators, fund-raisers 
and counselors, and "given the de­
mands, it is easy for conscientious 
pastors to get so caught up with the 
press of daily work that they lose sight 
of what called them to the ministry in 
the first place," according to a Lilly 
news release. 

Officials are seeking proposals for 
grants, which will range from 
$250,000 to $2 million over three- to 

five-year periods. Nonprofit groups, 
ranging from seminaries and colleges 
to congregations and denominations, 
are invited to apply. 

Programs funded by the grants 
could include sabbaticals, networking 
with other clergy or ongoing studies 
for Christian pastors. "Local congre­
gations are crucial institutions, and the 
pastors who lead them need and de­
serve support for sustaining excellent 
work," the foundation said. 

"If My Money 
Runs Out Before 

I Do, What 
Happens Next?'' 

Call Long Term Care 
Insurance Experts NOW! 

Plan Now For Long 
Term Care Insurance 

Stan Markham Carol James 
· South-central and Louisville 
Western Kentucky Local # (502) 245-3966 

Local# (270) 782-8636 Toll-free: (800) 227-1394 

8 We bring good things to life. 
Insurance products underwritten by General Electric 
Capital Assur.:i.nce Company 81669 
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Missions in Mexico Working on the follow-through 
By Robert Dunston 

Cumberland College sopho­
more Abi Clifton, daughter of 
Marc and Faith Clifton of Owen­
ton, spent three weeks of her 2001 
summer working through Inter­
national World Changers in Los 
Mochis, Mexico. . 

During the previous summer 

Children in Mexico turned out 
to be just like children in Ameri­
ca. Some were quiet and well be­
haved while others proved to be 
quite a handful. Frequently the 
team members would lead the 
children in playing games like 
R~d Rover and Dizzy Bat to run 
off the children's excess energy. 

Clifton enjoyed returning to 
she had journeyed to the 
same location to help 
build a church in the 
community. 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

Mexico. She was de­
lighted to see the church 
building and how it is 
being used to minister to 
the people. Most of the 
time she conversed 
through translators and 
was frustrated by being 
unable to talk directly 
with a person. Seeing 
the children again and 
sharing God's love with , 
them was a special high-

The team Clifton 
served on planned to 
lead a vacation Bible 
school and teach En­
glish conversation 
classes at a local high 
school and university. 

When they arrived, 
they learned they would 
only be able to work in the vac·a­
tion Bible school, but they visited 
the university each day to meet 
and talk with students. 

Thirty to 60 children between 
the ages of 2 and 16 came each 
day to the vacation Bible school. 
The team members taught the Bi­
ble school based on holidays. 
Each day featured a different hol­
iday, and they sang songs and 
played games related to the holi­
day. Of the 60 youths who attend­
ed, only five knew the Christmas 
story about the birth of Jesus 
Christ. 

light. 
When Clifton returned home 

she served in her home church, 
First Baptist Church of Owenton, 
as a youth intern. She worked with 
both youth and college students 
and loved .every moment. 

Clifton actively involves her­
self in Cumberland College min­
istries. We thank her for her com­
mitment to minister at home and 
overseas. 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland Col­
lege, 6000 College Station Dr., 
Williamsburg, KY 40769 

Many people have given up on 
making New Year's resolutions. 
I'm sure there are some folks who 
really do lose those extra pounds, 
stop smoking or stick to a month­
ly budget as .a result of a decision 
made Jan. 1. For many others, 
however, there is no resolve be­
hind the resolution. The commit­
ment, the passion for change, just 
isn't there. 

Kentucky· who have worked to 
create and sustain the ministry of 
KBHC. 

KBHC came about because peo­
ple put feet to their good intentions. 
Many intend to serve and give in 
the Lord's name, but sometimes the 
follow-through just isn't there. Jan­
uary would be a great time to work 
on that follow-through! 

There's a question I 
want to ask you: Is there 
something in your life 
that you are truly pas­
sionate about? I've 
asked myself this same 
question at various 
times in my life. Hope­
fully you can answer 
right away that you are 
passionate about being 
in God's will and then 
you will be able to iden­

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

If you want to serve 
God by supporting this 
ministry, please call me 
at (800) 456-1386. The 
support you give can be 
for today's children and 
also for tomorrow's. I 
can tell you how you can -
support this ministry 

tify, specifically, what Tom Townsend 

, through your estate, char­
hi itable gift annuities and 

many other ways. I'm 
available to Sunday 
school classes, missions 
organizations and other 

His will is for you, this 
very day, this very moment. 

For me and many others, I'm 
passionate about helping kids. 
There are so many children and 
teenagers who are in terrible situ­
ations and are facing trials most 
of us never could imagine. 
Through Kentucky Baptist Homes 
for Children, thos'e kids find a ha­
ven from abuse and neglect and a 
place to heal. Providing that place 
is the passion God gave me, and 
He's given it to many others in 

groups to talk to you 
about estate planning. There is no 
fee for these seminars, and you will 
not be pressured to give to KBHC 
or put the agency in your will. 

Whatever direction the Lord is 
leading you, I challenge you to find 
your passion and then resolve to act 
upon it for His glory! 

Tom Townsend is vice president for de­
velopment and communications at Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children. Contact 
KBHC at (800) 456-1386 or at WWW. 
kbhc.org 
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WORLD VIEW 
■ Number of Israeli Christians still small, but growing. 
Recent figures compiled by the Palestinian Central Bureau of 
Statistics found that 137,000 Christian citizens live in Israel, 

Condemned Chinese house 
church leader granted repr-ieve 

Israel leaders halt 
construction of 
Nazareth mosque 

up from 120,000 in 1995. The overwhelming majority-about 
115,000-0f Christians are Arab. Most Christians are older 
than their.Muslim neighbors and have fewer children. The 
data did not distinguish between Christians living in Israel and 
Christians living in the embattled Palestinian territories of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. The largest bloc of Israeli 
Christians'-18 percent-live in Jesus' hometown of 
Nazareth, where they constitute one-third of the city's 
population. 

■ Bin Laden in creche tauses uproar. Priest Giancarlo 
Sivieri said he had only the best intentions when he put the 
figure of Osama bin L:tdL_n behind the Holy Family in his 
Christmas creche, but he caused an uproar in the Tuscan city 
of Grosseto. Sivieri added a newspaper photograph of bin 
Laden mounted on cardboard to the traditional figures around 
Mary, Joseph and the Christ child in the miniature Nativity 
scene outside his church, the Basilica of the Sacred Heart. 
Protests poured in from local officials and. parishioners. "I'm 
bitter," Sivieri said, "because there was no understanding of 
the message, which meant to say, 'Christ came to Earth to 
redeem every sinner, man or woman, and bin Laden is one 
of these."' • 

■ Hindu accused of killing missionary might seek office. 
A Hindu militant accused of killing an A;_istralian missionary 
and his two young sons said he might be a candidate for the 
Indian parliament. Dara Singh is one of 17 men accused of 
setting fire to a jeep jn which missionary Graham Staines was 
sleeping with his two sons, Philip, 10, and Timothy, 8 . . 
Staines, who ran a leper colon/and lived in India for 30 
years, died with his sons in the 1~99 attack. Under Indian 
law, Singh could seek the office while on trial, but would have 
to resign ifconyict~d,i ••••• 

· Oh no! Not again! 

Continued from page 1 
The 50,000-member South Chi­

na movement is one of many 
spinoffs (rom the larger Born Again 
house church movement, whose 
founder Xu Yongze recently served 
three years in jail. 

The evidence against Gong has 
not been made public, and some 
evangelical sources are skeptical 
that his movement is a cult or that 
the rape charges are well-founded, 
Compass Direct reported. 

The case highlights the question 
of defining a cult. The Chinese gov­
ernment has not given a formal def­
inition, and its religious rules crimi­
nalize any Christian group that re­
fuses to register with the govern­
ment, making them vulnerable to the 
cult charge. 

The South China group has re­
ceived such a label, and in the De­
cember trial, four other leaders were 
given death sentences that were sus­
pended for two years. A total of 63 
members of the movement have 
been jailed. 

"This group is in big trouble; the 
police are really gunning for them," a 
Beijing house church pastor told 
Compass Direct, "but I don't think 
they are particularly bad. They may 
be a bit eccentric in some doctrines, 
but there is nothing cultish about 
them." 

Sources in Beijing said that Gong's 
reprieve was due "in a significant 
measure" to the pressure exerted by 

It's a simple fact: Sometimes the weatherman 
does not cooperate. He could have had a snow­
storm any time, but did he have to pick the week­
end our students were returning from Christmas 

students. We did not want to go through that again, 
but all indications were that it might recur. 

break? 
A few days before the students were to return, 

I knew the forecast was not good. There was a 
front heading our way. In all likelihood it would 
come right across Kentucky, but maybe it would 
go more to the north or to the south. 

On Saturday the phone began to 
ring. Parents from across Kentucky and 
the entire East Coast were asking what 
they should do. Some had to travel 
across the mountains of the Carolinas 
or Tennessee. They were worried that 
they would have a difficult time getting 
here. Additionally, about 25 new stu­
dents were to email on Sunday morn­
ing. Fortunately, many of them arrived 
Saturday evening and stayed in some 
local motels. 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

Sixteen of the 25 new students did arrive to 
email for the second semester on Sunday morn­
ing. Little by little, dozens of returning students 
made their way back to campus. Then it happened. 
About 1 in the afternoon we were told that Grey­
hound was pulling their buses off the road. That 
meant we would have students stranded not only 
up and down I-75 but in many other areas. Again 

the phone started ringing. Students 
wanted to know what they should do, 
and parents wanted to know where we 
thought their children were. 

Fortunately some of the snow melt­
ed, and the snowfall amounts were less 
than predicted. By Sunday night two­
thirds of our students were back on 
campus. More than 100 students were 
at home or were stuck on the way. 

By Saturday evening it appeared that 
the worst of our concerns was going to 
happen. The Weather Channel kept in- W.F. Underwood 

When the big snow hit in 1996 we 
cancelled school on Monday because 
we only had about 25 students on cam­
pus. It was the first day we had missed 
in 18 years. 

creasing the predicted amounts of snow. 
First the prediction was 1 to 3 inches. Later they 
were saying 3 to 5 inches. Early on Sunday morn­
ing the predicted amount had grown to 4 to 8 inch­
es, and by noon the possible amount of snow had 
reached 12 inches in some areas. 

It appeared we were going to have a repeat of 
January 1996. On the very same weekend that 
year, a bad snowstorm hit early o.n Saturday morn­
ing. By Sunday morning traffic was at a near 
standstill and we had st\Idents stranded every­
where. Parents were calling, frantically trying to 
find out where their children were. Hundreds of 
phone calls were made trying to locate dozens of 

After I arrived home late Sunday, 
students called to see if school would be canceled 
on Monday. Much to their disappointment, I told 
them that indeed we would have school. Missing 
another day would not have been the end of the 
world, but how many Kentucky schools can say 
that they have missed only one day in 23 years? 

Classes on Monday were a little smaller than 
usual, but I think the students were glad to be back. 
By Monday evening only a handful of students 
were still absent. 
W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www. oneida 
school. org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org 
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U.S. government and congressional 
sources, as well as swift publicity by 
agencies such as Compass Direct and 
Freedom House. 

The year 2002 is expected to be a 
difficult year for Chinese house 
churches . that refuse to register with 
the government. According to Com­
pass Direct, evidence suggests that the 
multi-million-member Born Again 
movement also has been singled out 
for harassment, show trials and multi­
ple jailings of its leaders. 

Another serious case emerged Jan. 
5 when a Hong Kong citizen and trad­
er, Li Guangquiang, also was accused 
of"using an evil cult to damage a law­
based society," the -same charge for 
which Gong's was sentenced to death, 
Direct Compass stated. 

Li's offense: Smuggling 33,000 
Bibles in April and May 2000 to the 
"Shouters"-a house church move­
ment prominent in some rural parts of 
China, the news service reported. • 

Li was issued the indictment by a 
court in China's Fujian province, 
where he is being held. 

The Hong Kong-based, Informa­
tion Center for Human Rligms and 
Democracy warned that Li als~might 
receive a death sentence. The center 
speculated that at least 16 Christian . 
house church movements had been 
designated as "cults" by the, igovern­
ment and could face the same kind of 
fierce crackdown that the folk-Bud­
dhism movement Falun Gong has ex­
perienced during the past two years. 

NAZARETH (RNS)- Israel 
has decided to block further con­
struction of a large mosque on 
land that sits adjacent to the main 
church in Nazareth. 

The mosque project had an­
gered Christians and led to ten­
sions between the Palestinian 
Christian and Muslim communi­
ties. 

The decision by the Israeli 
cabinet to stop the mosque's con­
struction was likely to anger 
Muslims, and police in Nazareth, 
which has a population of70,000, 
were braced for angry protests, 
Associated Press reported. 

Muslim leaders called the 
government's act "irresponsible." 

Earlier, Christians had strong­
ly protested the government's 
decision to allow construction of 
the mosque which is on land ad­
jacent to the Basilica of the An­
nunciation. 

Muslim plans to construct the 
mosque at one point threatened 
to bring about the cancellation of 
Pope 'John Paul II's visit to the 
Holy Land in 2001 and in 1999 
sparked street clashes between 
Muslims and Christians. 

AP, citing government offi­
cials, said Cabinet ministers were 
asked to find an alternative site 
for the mosque within two weeks. 

Lord, tell the Rippetoes we ~re grateful 
Scripture declares of Abel: 

"though he is dead, he still speaks" 
(Hebrews 11 :4). Stewardship deci­
sions made while we live enable us 
to continue speaking after death. 
Emma W. and S.E. Rippetoe of 
Russell Springs continue to speak 
about their faith in Christ and com­
mitment to the work of Kentucky 
Baptists. Mrs. Rippetoe died .in 

"The church was their pride and joy. 
They both taught a Bible class; he 
was a deacon and she was president 
of the Woman's Missionary Union 
for a long time. They always tithed 
their income to the Lord's work. 
From 1978 until his death, Mr. Rip­
petoe gave half of his income to 

' charity. b December he added the 
figures and dispersed to various 

1989 and her husband 
died in 1992. Upon his 
death, the major portion 
of the estate went to the 
Kentucky Baptist Foun­
dation to create the 
Emma W. and S.E. Rip­
petoe Endowment Fund. 
The $1.3 million fund 
provides quarterly gifts to 
five KBC ministries. 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

ministries until he gave 
away 50 percent." 

Both the Rippetoes 
were born and reared in 
the Russell Springs area. 
He graduated from Bill Whittaker 

Until Jesus comes, the 
faith of Emma and S.E. 
Rippetoe will speak. 
Each quarter, a gift 
comes in their name to 
Clear Creek Baptist Bible 
College, Campbellsville 
University, Oneida Bap­
tist Institute, Kentucky 
Baptist Homes for Chil­
dren and Liberty Baptist 
Church. This dedicated 
Christian couple, now in 
glory, helps us continue Bowling Green Business 

University. They lived a short while 
in Vanderburg, Ala., where he op­
erated a company store. Her father 
owned a mercantile store in Russell 
Springs, and in 1934 they bought it 
out and operated the business until 
1983. 

Rippetoe was a director of the 
. First National Bank; she was local 

postmaster for six years. Their 
home church, Liberty Baptist, was 
the central focus of their life. Ed­
ward Rippetoe, a nephew, said, 

serving others in Jesus' name. 
Contact personnel from the Ken­

tucky Baptist Foundation and the 
other agencies to discuss your es­
tate plans. Creative choices are 
available that will provide current 
income, simplify probate and low­
er tax liability. You can remember 
family and friends and also support 
the Lord's work. Lord, tell Mr. and 
Mrs. Rippetoe we are very grateful. 
Bill Whittaker is president of Clear Creek 
Baptist Bible College, Pineville, KY 40977 
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Reflections on the Water: Under­
standing God and the World through 
the Baptism of Believers. Edited by 
Paul Fiddes. Smyth & Helwys/Regents, 
1996. 143 pages. ♦♦♦♦ (out of five) 

Baptists are who we are because 
of our understanding of baptism. 
Into a_nd from our concept of the 
baptism of believers . by immersion 
flow the identifying marks of Bap­
tists: soul competence, the priest­
hood of believers, regen­
erate church members, 
separation of church and 
state and freedom of con­
science. Yet, how often do 
we teach or reflect on this 
central act in the life of our 
branch of the Christian 
tradition? 

English Baptists, under 
the guidance of Paul Fiddes, • 
principal of Regent's Park 
College at the University of Oxford, 
have developed a series of study 
guides on Baptist life, practice and 
beliefs. Volume Four of that series 
deals with the unique way Baptists 
practice believer's baptism. 

This book goes beyond a discus­
sion of mode and fitness of the candi­
date, though it certainly touches those 
themes, to an examination of what 
believer's baptism testifies to about 
the nature of God, creation and the 
identity of Christian communities. 

In so doing, English Baptists chal­
lenge us to go beyond viewing bap­
tism as a "mere symbol." They en­
courage us to understand that, while 
Baptists may never be able to adopt 
the notion of sacrament prevalent in 
traditions that baptize infants, we still 
need to recognize that God is present 
and active in and through all who par­
ticipate in the act of baptism. 

"Reflections on the Water" is an 
excellent resource for teaching and 
preaching, as well as small group 
study. Jim Holladay 
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"Velma Still Cooks in Leeway." 
Vinita Hampton Wright. Broadman & 
Holman, 2000. 294 pages. $12.99 
♦♦♦♦ 

"Velma Still Cooks in Leeway" 
shows that there are Christian novels 
being published that push some lim­
its, touch on taboos and manage to 
have a little fun• all at the same time. 

Wright's novel is certainly not in 
contention for a Nobel Prize, but 

then again it isn't trying 
for that . It's simply a 
plain, quiet novel reflect­
ing the Kansas prairie 
where it's set and the 
plain, quiet protagonist of 
the novel, Velma Brendle. 

The book's title is also 
an explanation of the nova 
el' s heart. Velma, who runs 
the only diner in the town 
of Leeway, whips up meals 

in her diner's kitchen while listening 
to and fretting over the lives of her 
friends and neighbors as they live, 
more often than not, in the limbo be­
tween pain and understanding. 

The religious elements of the book 
are presented through Velma's own 
struggles with God and her inner dia­
logues with God. 

Wright is successful in keeping the 
book's tone from becoming preachy 
by letting the religious ponderings in 
the nov('<l come from Velma herself, a 
slightly cynical, pragmatic and com­
passionate woman who isn't afraid to 
ask tough questions or criticize per­
ceived \Yrongs in the church. 

"Velma Still Cooks in Leeway" 
also has a little fun with itself, includ­
ing Velma's recipes throughout its 
pages as if sharing potluck secrets with 
a fellow friend at a church supper. 

Wright knows the culture about 
which she writes and manages to write 
a novel full of faith with characters 
real enough to pull you into the tale. 
Victoria Moon 

Mad Mary: A Bad Girl from Magdaia 
Transformed at His Appearing. Liz 
Curtis Higgs. Waterbrook Press, 2001. 
290 pages. $19.95 ♦♦♦♦ 

In ·her two previous books on the 
"bad girls of the Bible" Higgs omit­
ted Mary Magdalene from the study: 
This was for various reasons, but 
Higgs came to understand that Mary 
Magdalene deserved a book of her 
own. 

Higgs continues in her 
formula of studying a bibli­
cal woman by first creating 
a fictional story in which 
the biblical character (in this 
case, Mary Magdalene) i~ a 
model for a modem charac­
ter set in today's world. 

Mary Magdalene be­
comes Mary Margaret 
Delaney, "a woman adrift 
in contemporary Chicago, 
desperate for someone to save her 
from herself." 

Higgs weaves an interesting story 
of Mary Margaret Delaney and her in­
teraction with Jake Stauros from Cal­
vary Fellowship. Higgs presents Mary 
as more mad than bad, and Mary be­
comes a character with whom the 
reader identifies. 

After the fictional story, Higgs pre­
sents her well-researched and docu­
mented study of Mary Magdalene. 

Each of the six study chapters ends 
with four lessons learned and a series 
of questions for further consideration. 
The questions are thought provoking 
and move beyond simple questions 
meant to review facts. 

One other thing: This book is writ­
ten for women. Men can hear the mes­
sage as well, but Higgs writes with the 
same woman-to-woman language as 
-she uses when speaking to women's 
groups, addressing her reader as "sis­
ter," "babe" and "girlfriend" and ob­
servations that assume a shared female 
experience. Wayne Hager 

Redefining Church Membership: 
From Myth to Ministry'. John Powers. 
LifeWay Press, 2001. 132 pages. ♦ • 

"Redefining Church· Membership" 
is one of those books that should nev­
er have been published. That is not to 
imply that John Powers does not have 
something important to say; he does. 
He seeks to address the organization­
al myths of church life that hamper au­
thentic ministry and discipleship. 

Powers wants church 
leaders to take church 
membership more serious­
ly and to put forth the effort 
necessary to motivate 
Christians to allow their 
Christian faith to shape not 
only their personal lives, 
but the way they work to-. 
gether to achieve God's 
mission in the world. 

In the process, he tack- • 
les some pervasive myths: "The 
church is a volunteer organization"; 
'.'We cannot place expectations on 
church members"; "Eighty percent of 
the people doing 20 percent of the 
work is normal"; and "Belonging to a 
local church is not important." 

One reason this book should not 
have been published is that it needed 
a more careful editing job. Powers 
wants to use the image of mountain 
climbing to illustrate the challenge of 
overcoming these myths. Each myth 
is a type of mountain that must be 
scaled. But every chapter begins with 
a recap of what this image means and 
why he is using it. The first two chap­
ters dealing with this image easily 
could have been conflated into one. 

Another reason for not publishing 
this book is tliat it offers very little in 
the way of practical handles. Powers 
does include lists of concepts related 
to each myth, but few ideas to flesh 
them out. A careful editor could have 
helped him overcome both these lim­
its. Jim Holladay 

By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C.; 
Jim Holladay, pastor of 
Lyndon Baptist Church 
in Louisville; and Victoria 
Moon, librarian for Deer 
Park Baptist Church in 
Louisville. They welcome 
feedback or suggestions 
for book reviews. 
Contact them via e-mail 
at: jwhager@surry.net, 
docholladay01@aol.com 
or victoria.moon 
@earthlink.net 

Jaci Velasquez, P.O.D. among Grammy nominees • Church sponsors 'holy bonfire' 
to destroy Harry Potter books LOS ANGELES (RNS)-Chris­

tian artists Jaci Velasquez and P.O.D. 
earned nominations for the 44th 
Grammy Awards outside the tradi­
tional gospel categories. 

The nominees were announced 
Jan. 4. The awards ceremony is sched­
uled for Feb. 27 in Los Angeles. 

Velasquez's "Mi Corazon" (which 
means "My Heart" in English) was 
nominated for best Latin pop album, 
and P.O.D.'s "Alive" was among the 
nominees for best hard rock perfor­
mance. Nominees in the gospel cate­
gories are: 
. Best rock gospel album: "Big 
Tent Revival Live" by Big Tent Re­
vival; "Flap Your Wings" by the 
Choir; "Solo" by de Talk; "Sonic-

. praise" by Sonicflood; "The Last 
Street Preacha" by T-Bone. 

Best pop/contemporary gospel 
album: ."Oxygen" by Avalon; "Dec­
laration" by Steven Curtis Chapman; 
"Talk About It" by Nicole Mullen; 
"Worship" by Michael W. Smith; 
"CeCe Winans" by CeCe Winans. 

Best Southern, country or blue­
grass gospel album: "God Is Love: 
The Gospel Sessions" by Ann-Mar­
gret & the Jordanaires, The Light 
Crust Doughboys with James Black­
wood; "Bill & Gloria Gaither Present 
a Billy Graham Music Homecoming" 

Christian music sales set record in 2001 
NASHVILLE (RN,S)-Con­

temporary Christian ·anci ,.gospel 
inusic reached a new U.S. sales 
record in 2001, selling almost 50 
million units, according to an in­
dustzy organization. • 

The total album sales of the • 
Christian music were 13.5 percent 
higher than in 2000, while over-

, all music industry album sales 
dropped about 3 p~rcent, the 
Christian Music Trade Associa-

" ... tion announced. }< 

The total sales?f ci::mtemporary 
Christian and gospel albums stood 
at 49,965,000 units at the end of 
2001, according to SoundScan, a 
computerized network that collects 
sales data from retailers and com­
piles the results for industry reports. 

The total number of sales'-­
marking an increa~e at mainstream 
retailers, Christian chains and inde­
pendent vendors-exceeded 2000 
sales of44,031,000 as well as 1999 

• sales of 46,852,000. • , 
, "~':':. ~JLw~;;,;.i::~@:h~~Li~12lix~~~:~:,, ~-.;,;me .. :~;i-;.:,J 

by Bill & Gloria Gaither and the 
Homecoming Friends; "Two Old 
Friends" by Merle Haggard and Al­
bert E. Brumley Jr.; ''From the Heart" 
by the Oak Ridge Boys; "Inspiration­
al Journey" by Randy Travis. 

Best traditional soul gospel al­
bum: "Spirit of the Century'.' by the 
Blind Boys of Alabama; "Hymns" by 
Shirley Caesar; "Not Guilty ... The Ex­
perience" by John P. Kee and the New 

· Life Community Choir; "Show Up & 
Show Out" by Dottie Peoples; "Per­
suaded-Live in DC" by Richard 
Smallwood with Vision. 

Best contemporary soul gospel 

album: "The Experience" by Y olan­
da Adams; "Live in Concert" by Kim 
Burrell; "In Case You Missed It ... 
And Then Some" by Fred Hammond; 
"Still Tramaine" by Tramaine Hawk­
ins; "Melodies of My Heart" by Ang­
ie Winans. 

Best gospel choir or chorus al­
bum: "All About Him (Jesus)" by 
O'Landa Draper's Associates; "Call­
ing on You" by Chicago Mass Choir; 
"Light of the World" by Brooklyn 
Tabernacle Choir; "Love ls Live!" by 
LFT Church Choir; "The Storm Is 
Over" by the Potter's House Mass 
Choir. 

ALAMOGORDO, N.M. (RNS)-Claiming that behind the 
bespectacled face of Harry Potter is "the power of satanic 
darkness," a New Mexico pastor led a public book burning 
recently. 

Pastor Jack Brock of Christ Community Church in 
Alamogordo drew hundreds of supporters and protesters to 
the after-service burning. 

Church members sang "Amazing Grace" as they tossed 
dozens of Harry Potter books and other works they consider 
spiritually harmful into the flames. 

'These books teach children how they can get into 
witchcraft and become a witch, wizard or warlock," Brock 
said, according to Associated Press. "Harry Potter books are 
going to destroy the lives of many young people." 

The books, written by British a1:1thor J.K. Rowling about a 
kid wizard,.have been popular with young people and the 
subject of a blockbuster movie. . 

The 74-year-old Brock said his Christmas Eve sermon was 
titled 'The Baby Jesus or Harry Potter?" He considered the • 
book-burning to be part of an effort to urge Christians to 
remove everything from their homes that prevents them from 
communicating with God. 

While others also have criticized Rowling's books, saying 
they may foster devilish thoughts among young people, the 
author has said she considers such views to be absurd. 

The "holy bonfire," which had been advertised in 
Alamogordo the previous week, also attracted hundreds of 
Potter-loving protesters who chanted "Stop burning books." 
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PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS 
Mountains to the Mississippi Baptist educator's legacy: Translati-ng 

40-plus theology books into Chinese 
Please pray for these 
people and projects, 

which are part of 
Kentucky Baptists' 

partnership with Baptists 
in Poland, Europe and 

·New England: 

■ A Polish pastor for the 
new Baptist church in 

Czestochowa, Poland. To 
date, 12 new believers 

have been baptized into 
the new church and nine 
more await baptism. The 

church is praying to 
have 40 new baptized 

believers by May 2002. 

■ That God would work 
in the hearts of Russians 

in Khabarozsk, Russia, 
to whom missionaries 

distributed Bibles in 
December and January, 
On Dec. 9 alone, about 

400 Bibles were 
given out. 

■ Openness among 
the members of 

International Baptist 
Church in Sofia, 

Bulgaria, to minister to 
refugees from Iran, Iraq 

and Afghanistan and a 
baptismal class for 

Iranian new believers 
taught by Pastor 

James Duke. 

■ A pastor for 
International Baptist 

Church in Copenhagen, 
Denmark. Contact Daniel 

Grout; e-mail: 
daniel.grout 

@eu.rhodia.com. 

■ God's blessings on 
the showings of the 

"Jesus" film in seven 
locations in Moscow 

this month. 

■ Hellenic Gosp~I 
Church in Newton, 

Mass., as the church 
seeks to reach Greek­
Americans in Boston. 

Compiled by staff 

■ BELFRY -First Church called 
Mark Helton as pastor. 
■ BENTON-New Zion Church 
called Brad Hall as pastor. • 
■ CENTERFIELD-Centerfield 
Church will host a women's confer­
ence, "A New Year, A New You," 
Feb. 2. For information, call (502) 
243-1982. 
■ FARMINGTON-Coldwater 
Church called Larry Salmon as pas­
tor. He previously was pastor of Pop­
lar Grove Church in Hickman. 
■ FORT MITCHELL-Fort Mitchell 
Church ordained Darrell Andress, 
Lauri Hackman, Scott Long, Mark 
McFadden and Roger Slagle as dea­
cons. French Harmon is pastor. 
■ GRAVEL SWITCH-Beech Fork 
Church licensed George Hourigan to 
the ministry and ordained Ben Hen­
son as a deacon. Lee Arnold is pas­
tor. 
■ HARRODSBURG-Bethel 
Church called David Culp as pastor. 
He previously was pastor of Buffalo 
Lick Church in Cadiz. 
■ LAWRENCEBURG-Alton 
Church will host "Days of Celebra­
tion" Feb. 17-20 with Ricky Cun­
ningham, pastor of Hardin Church, as 

AVAILABLE: Ordained South­
ern Baptist minister seeks conserva­
tive, Spirit-led church to pastor-full­
time or bivocational. Open to tradi­
tional, contemporary or blended wor­
ship. Some experience in leading wor­
ship as well as youth ministry. Re­
quests for resume or more information 
can be sent to: Rev. George M. Bry­
ant, 390 Nottingham Road, Lexing­
ton, KY 40517; or call and leave a 
message: (859) 272-7156. 

FOR SALE: Konica 2125 copy 
machine. Aproximately 3 years old; 
maintained under maintenance con­
tract. $1,500. For more information, 
contact Northside Baptist Church, 
(270) 765-5324. 

SEEKING: Ministry Assistant. 
Calvary Baptist Church in Danville is 
seeking a warm, friendly, Christian 
individual proficient in desktop pub­
lishing, Microsoft Word, Excel and 
PowerPoint. Good writing and orga­
nizational skills also are a must. Please 
send resume to: Personnel Committee, 
Calvary Baptist Church, 214 Lincoln 
Ave., Danville, KY 40422. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
youth for Ovesen Heights Baptist 
Church, Hodgenville, Ky. Salary ne­
gotiable. Currently the church has 100 
to 125 in Sunday school and 150 to 
175 in Sunday morning worship. We 
have 10 to 15 in our youth program 
and are expecting a large increase in 
the next several years as young peo­
ple come out of our AW ANA into the 
youth program. Please send resume 
to: Personnel Committee, Ovesen 
Heights Baptist Church, PO Box 253. 
Hodgenville, KY 42748-0253. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
First Baptist Church, Lebanon Junc­
tion, Ky. Average worship attendance: 
140. Send resume to: Pastor Search 
Committee, First Baptist Church, PO 
Box 577, Lebanon Junction, KY 
40150. 
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guest speaker. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Hillsdale Church 
called Timothy Harris as pastor and 
Dale Fields as worship leader. The 
church wiII hold an installation service 
for the two ministers Feb. 3, 2 p.m. 

Seaton Park Church called Wayne 
Eads as pastor. He previously was co­
pastor of Morningside Church. 
■ REGINA-Rick Wright resigned 
as pastor of Faith First Church to start 
a church. 
■ ROBARDS-Robards Missionary 
Church called Larry Birkhead as 
pastor. He previously was pastor of 
New Barren Springs Church in Hop­
kinsville. 
■ SOMERSET-First Church will 
host Allison Durham Speer in con­
cert Jan. 27, 7 p.m. For information, 
call (606) 678-5106. 

·~~~ 

What's going on? 
Send your happenings to 

t Mountains to the Mississippi. Mail: 
! Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253. 
! Fax: (502) 244-647 4. E-mail: 
~ wesrec@ntr.net. 
¼ • 

ARLINGTON, Texas (BP)­
When Wayne Wei-Yuan Siao died 
from complications of a stroke in an 
Arlington, Texas, hospital, at age 91, 
he left a legacy encompassing 44 
theological textbooks translated 
from English to his native Chinese. 

Siao was a 1959 graduate of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. He 
served as a teacher and pastor in 
China and Malaysia for more than 
50 years. He also served on the Bap­
tist World Alliance's executive com­
mittee and Christian ethics commis­
sion. 

Siao ' s most significant contribu­
tion to theological education was his 
translation of theological books, to­
taling nearly 7.5 million Chinese 
characters. He produced most of the 
manuscripts from 1953-69 while 
serving as the translation editor for 
the Orient Baptist Theological Text­
books Committee. 

A.H. Strong's "Systematic The­
ology," Robert Baker's "A Summa­
ry of Christian History" and W.T. 
Conner's "The Faith of the New 
Testament" were among the books 
Siao translated. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
SEEKING: Children/family min­

ister; individual who is passionate 
about relational ministry with children 
(birth through 6th grade) and their 
families. Minister will develop, coor­
dinate and implement a dynamic in­
reach/outreach program for children 
and families. Seminary degree strong­
ly preferred. Send resume to: First 
Baptist Church, 612 E 12th Ave. , 
Bowling Green, KY 42101. 

SEEKING: Full-time senior pas­
tor for Thornhill Baptist Church in 
Frankfort. All communications 
should be directed to the Pastor 
Search Committee, Thornhill Bap­
tist Church, 1142 Holmes St., Frank­
fort, KY .40601. (502) 223-7303. 
E-mail: thbchurch@dcr.net. 

· SEEKING: Organist for mid­
sized, dynamic, growing church, Sun­
day morning worship services. For 
more information, please call Cedar 
Creek Baptist Church, (502) 239-
2129. 

SEEKING: Ormsby Heights 
Baptist Church, Louisville, Ky., is 
receiving resumes for the position of 
minister of music. This position is 
full time with the possible addition 
of a second ministry area (education, 
missions, administration, etc.) to be 
determined by the candidate's inter­
ests, experience and skills . Ormsby 
Heights is a conservative church 
with a blended style of worship 
(gospel, hymns, praise/worship, 
contemporary) and a very strong in­
terest in developing contemporary 
worship opportunities targeting 
young adults. Please send resumes 
to: Ormsby Heights Baptist Church, 
2120 Lower Hunters Trace, Louis­
ville, KY 40216. 

SEEKING: Part-time secretary. 
Send resume to Gethsemane Baptist 
Church, 10400 Blue Lick Road, Lou­
isville, KY 40229, or fax (502) 969-
3191. 

SEEKING: Liberty Baptist 
Church in Leitchfield, Ky., is seeking 
a part-time youth minister. Interested 
candidates may submit resumes to: 
Gladys Duvall, PO Box 88, Millwood, 
KY 42762-0088. 

SEEKING: Minister of music/ 
worship leader-full-time or part-time 
as God leads. Part-time duties include 
direction of adult choir, guidance of 
children's choir and leaders ·and initi­
ation of youth choir/praise teams. 
Full-time duties include those previ­
ously mentioned, with the addition of 
a second ministry area (youth, educa­
tion, missions/outreach, etc.) Gilead 
Baptist Church embraces music rep­
resenting a blend of gospel, tradition­
al hymns and contemporary selec 0 

tions . Please send resume to: Rev. 
Nathan Joyce, Gilead Baptist Church, 
PO Box 56, Glendale, KY 42740. 

SEEKING: Monument Heights 
Baptist Church is seeking a full-time 
associate minister of music and 
youth. The church supports BGA V, 
CBF and SBC. Salary/benefits pack­
age commensurate with training/ex­
perience. ·Please submit resume by 
Friday, Jan. 25, to: Per~onnel Com­
mittee, Monument Heights Baptist 
Church, 5716 Monument Ave., 
Richmond, VA 23226. E-mail: 
personnel@monument-heights.org. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
·Highland Park First Baptist Church . 
in Louisville, Ky. Please submit re­
sume to: Pastor Search Committee, 
7321 Billtown Road, Louisville, KY 
40299. • 

SEEKING: Perryville Baptist 
Church is eagerly seeking God's man 
for the position of full-time pastor. 
Membership: 540. Church has begun 
a building program. Send resume to: 
Pastor Search Committee, PO Box 26, 
Perryville, KY 40468, or fax to (859) 
332-8729. Church phone: (859) 332-
8721. 

James Leo Garrett, distinguished 
professor emeritus of theology at 
Southwestern Seminary, said Siao's 
contribution to the Christian faith 
should be neither underestimated 
nor overlooked. 

"I would think that his work of 
translation of American, chiefly Bap­
tist, theological works into Chinese 
was one of the most significant trans­
lation projects of the kind in the 20th 
century," Garrett said. "Therefore, his 
contribution to theological education 
and ministerial training in lands where 
the Chinese language is spoken and 
read is indeed very significant." 

Siao' s daughter, Vivian, agreed. 
"Students for many years will benefit 
from his efforts in translating these 
works into Chinese," she said. 

Roger Capps, who served with 
Siao at seminaries in Malaysia and 
Singapore, described him as. "a Bap­
tist church statesman." • 

. Capps, now a theological educator 
in Bulgaria with the Southern Baptist 
International Mission Board, said Siao 
"loved the Lord, His church and had 
a profound calling to help prepare men 
and women to serve the Lord through 
th~ church." 

SEEKING: Do you have a heart 
for missions? The Kentucky Baptist 
Convention, in partnership with the 
North American Mission Board, is 
seeking a Mission Service Corps 
(MSC) consultant. This missions­
minded individual will enlist and 
place missionaries, identify needs 
and promote MSC in his or her area. 
This volunteer position does have an 
expense account and some great 
benefits. Interested people should 
contact Mission Service Corps, Ken; 
tucky Baptist Convention, PO Box 
43433, Louisville, KY 40253, (800) 
266-6477, ext. 397, or Eric.Allen 
@kybapt_i~t.org. 

SEEKING: Bivocational pastor 
for Southern Baptist church. Average 
Sunday morning worship service at­
tendance: 60. Send resume to: Mt. 
Eden Baptist Church, PO Box 310, 
Hawesville, KY 42348, Attn: Pastor 
Search Committee. 

SEEKING: Audubon Baptist 
Church seeks full-time pastor to lead 
a moderate church that has adopted 
the 1963 faith and message state­
ment. Located at the edge of the 
Audubon Park area. Seeking an in­
dividual who will be a partner in 
defining God's direction for the 
church. Thankful for more than 50 
years of service and excited about 
God's plan for the future. Currently 
80 to 100 in Sunday school and 100 
to 150 in Sunday morning worship 
service. Send resume to: Pastor 
Search Committee, Audubon Bap­
tist Church, 1046 Hess Lane, Lou­
isville, KY 40217. 

SEEKING: Growing, Christ-cen­
tered church seeks part-time chil­
dren's/preschool director (25 hours a 
week). Interested candidates should 
submit resumes to: Personnel Coin­
mittee, Bethlehem Baptist Church, 
5708 Preston Highway, Louisville, 
KY 40219; fax: (502) 964~9678. 

; 



PEOPLE 
Baseball opens ministry doors in Africa 
By Sue Sprenkle 
SBC International Mission Board 

JOHANNESBURG, South Afri­
ca (BP)-A sharp crack of the bat 
sends the base runners in motion. 

The shortstop moves smoothly to 
his left, fields the ball and tosses it 
to the third baseman. The third base­
!}1an grabs the baseball out of his 
glove and throws the ball as hard as 
he can at the muddy, square base 
barely a foot away. 

Cheers erupt from every player 
as the ball rolls to the outfield . . The 
barefoot left fielder doesn't retrieve 
the ball; instead he turns a few cart­
wheels in celebration. 

"No man, you're playing .the 
wrong sport. This isn't cricket," 
shouts the coach. "We're playing 
baseball, you have to touch the base 
in order to get the out-not knock it 
over with the ball." 

The coach, Southern Baptist mis­
sionary Kurt Holiday, shakes his 
head as the celebration continues 
and looks to his wife, Janna Kay, for 
a little support. • 

It's too late; she's already hiding 
her face trying to conceal her laugh­
ter. Finally, Holiday smiles and 
throws his hands up in defeat. 

Coaching baseball in Africa is 
different than any team the Holidays 
ever coached in the United States. 
When you factor in the different 
types of "delay of game"- such as 
shooing chickens off the field, chas­
ing down baboons that have stolen 
rolling baseballs or waiting on worn-

en carrying jugs of water across the 
middle of the field-there is just no 
comparison to the American version 
of the sport. 

Most South Africans have never 
heard of baseball, let alone watched a 
game. Teaching the game requires 
starting from scratch. Despite the lack 
of knowledge, most schools welcome 
the coaching duo with open arms into 
their communities. The Holidays not 
only bring baseball with them but also 
an important message about the sav­
ing grace of Jesus Christ. 

"We use baseball as a way to build 
relationships within the commimi­
ties," Holiday says. "We come in and 
do some coaching clinics and after 
each clinic we do some Bible studies. 
After a few practices, we have a game 
where the parents come watch, and 
then we try to start some adult Bible 
studies which we hope eventually lead 
into new churches." 

The Holidays teach baseball fun­
damentals to anyone who asks, but 
their main focus is in the coloured 
communities in the Greater Johannes­
burg area. Many coloureds, called this 
because of their mixed races, live in 
informal settlements made up of hous­
es built .out of tin or scraps. During 
apartheid, the coloureds were not ac­
cepted by the black community or the 
white communities simply because of 
their mixed races. 

Coloured schools readily open 
their doors for the not-so-traditional 
baseball ' practice. One headmaster 
said that their students have nothing 
to do after school but walk around and 

find trouble. He feels that for his stu­
dents, the combination of Bible study 
and baseball is exactly what they need. 

At practice, the 10- and 11-year­
olds dive into the gear, but aren't quite 
sure which hand the baseball glove is 
supposed to fit on. 

Holiday calls the group to gather 
around him and begins to explain the 
fundamentals of throwing. 

'Tm a Christian, so I call this the 
cross position," Holiday says as he 
demonstrates how to separate the 
glove and ball for the proper throw­
ing position. "It's like the cross Jesus 
died on." 

During batting practice, he tells the 
young players to keep their eye on the 
ball and to never stray from it. 

"How easy is it to hit the ball if you 
aren't looking at it?" he asks. "It's the 
same with Jesus. Fix your eyes on 
Jesus and keep them there." 

In another corner of the soccer 
field-turned-baseball field, Mrs. Hol­
iday teaches how to field a ground 
ball. The groups take a short rest break 
as a woman pushing a wheelbarrow 
filled with Jeri cans of water cuts 
across the playing field. . 

"You know, it's a mistake for peo­
ple to assume they can't use their gifts 
on the mission field," Mrs. Holiday 
says as she tosses another grounder. 
"We are a family of baseball fanatics 
and here we are, in a sports-mad coun­
try, teaching about the two things we 
love the most: Jesus Christ and base-
ball. • 

"It just doesn't get any better than 
that." 

Focus on the Family scales back anniversary plans 
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. 

(RNS)-Focus on the Family, the 
Colorado Springs-based evangelical 
Christian media ministry, has scaled 
back its 25th anniversary celebration 
this summer because of the faltering 
economy, Sept. 11 fallout and other 
logistical barriers, organizers said. 

Originally, the organization want­
ed to stage a massive, three-day pub­
lic event at the U.S. Air Force Acade­
my football stadium not far from the 
ministry's Co1orado Springs head­
quarters. 

But problems arose even before the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, including 
worries about transportation, parking 
and weather, said Steve Johnson, the 
manager of the anniversary celebra­
tion. 

Since then, tighter security and the 
threat that the academy might be 

closed if another terrorist strike oc­
curred convinced Focus on the Fami­
ly it should look elsewhere, Johnson 
said. 

The celebration's centerpiece now 
will be an invitation-only evening July 
27 at the Pepsi Center arena in Den­
ver, 70 miles to the north, with Chris­
tian speakers and musicians. Other 
invitation-only events during the 
weekend will include a youth concert 
at a smaller arena in Colorado Springs. 

Not everything will be closed to the 
ministry's faithful followers . From 
Memorial Day to Labor Day, a tem­
porary pavilion on the ministry cam­
pus will feature exhibits on Focus on 
the Family programs and a multime­
dia "heritage walk" that will trace its 
history. On his syndicated radio 
broadcast last week, ministry founder 
James Dobson invited millions of lis-

teners to visit Colorado Springs this 
summer. 

Scaling back seemed right because 
of people's concerns aboµt travel, 
Johnson said. Cost was a factor too. 
Donations to Focus on the Family 
dropped in the fiscal year that ended 
Sept. 30, said Steve Kenney, commu­
nity relations manager. The budget 
situation has improved since then, he 
added. 

Dobson, a child psychologist, 
founded Focus on the Family in 1977 
in Arcadia, Calif., and moved it to 
Colorado Springs in 1991, establish­
ing the city as a center of evangelical 
Christianity. The conservative group 
offers advice on parenting and other 
topics through its radio programs, 
books and videos and seeks to influ­
ence public policy on hot social issues 
such as abortion and gambling. 

Prison Fellowship names new CEO, Colson remains chairman 
WASHINGTON (RNS)- The 

board of Prison Fellowship Ministries 
has named former Virginia attorney 
general Mark Earley as the organiza­
tion 's new president and CEO, with 
founder Chuck Colson remaining as 
chairman. 

Earley, a Republican who recently 
lost the Virginia gubernatorial race to 
Democrat Mark Warner, will begin 
his position Feb. l. 

"For four years we have been look­
ing for two things- a president and 
CEO to succeed Tom Pratt, and some­
one who in due course will assume the 
responsibility I now have as principal 

spokesperson and leader of this min­
istry," Colson said. "I am pleased to 
announce we have found both in the 
person of Mark Earley." 

Pratt, who has led Prison Fellow­
ship for 12 years, will continue as a 
board member, the ministry said. 

Colson stated that he, too, intends 
to maintain an active role with Prison 
Fellowship, which focuses on prison 
outreach and criminal justice reform 
across the globe. 

"God continues to bless me with 
great health , and I plan to continue to 
give everything I've got to Prison Fel­
lowship and work closely with Mark 

as he assumes his new responsibili­
ties," he said. 

Earley, 47, was Virginia's attorney 
general from 1997-2001. He previ­
ously served as a state senator. In the 
1970s and 1980s, he was a staffer with 
The Navigators, an international evan­
gelical ministry active in such settings 
as college campuses and military 
bases. 

Prison Fellowship was founded in 
1976 by Colson, a former aide to Pres­
ident Nixon who spent seven months 
in prison on obstruction of justice 
charges related to the Watergate scan­
dal. 

ANGEL ANGLE Virginia Uptain of Huntsville,. Ala., shows off a pair of 
her angel earrings. Uptain estimates she has more than 100 angel­
related objects and artifacts. (RNS photo byCarucha Meuse) 

Looking tor:an ·ang,1? Click 
everythingaboutangels:com 

· , By Yvonne Betowt 
Religiol}News Service 

HUNTSVILLE, Ala (RNS)~Virgini~u~lainstarted . .. 
collecting angels before it became a craze. Her home has 
angels on mantels, on lampshades and even attached fo 
windows. She has angel jewelry, candleJ1uggers and napkin 
ring holders; books on angels; and evefrqne outfit adorneg 

• with them ''· . . nt •...... •CC Ci\ ; 
"l'vefaien collecting angels for more than 30 years;'' '.sald 

Uptain, a member of Central Presbyterian Church in' 
Huntsvjlle. "People are always giving me gifts with angels on . 
them. I'm sure I have at least 100." <' 

Uptain.who is retired, is quick to p'ointoutshe doe~n't 
worship angels, but considers them to bernessengersfrom 
God. She likes to think of them as protectors. 

She isn't alone. A 1993 Time magazine poll, which 
provided one of the most in-depth looks ever at Americans' 
view of angels, said about two-thirds of those responding 
believed in angels, and almost half bel.ieved they have a"' • 
guardian angel. One-third of the people claimed. to have had a 
personal experience with an angel. • ••• 

The interest in angels began about two dec~des ago, 
according to John Ronner of Murfreesboro, Tenn. Ronner 
has written four books on angels. His first, "Do You Have a 
Guardian Angel?" was published in 1985i He then wrote/The 
Angels of Cokeville: And Other True Stories of Heavenly 
Intervention" and "Know.Your Angels: The Angel Almanac." 

His latest work is ''The Angel Calendar Book," which his 
Web site says ''breaks new ground in angel literature by 
connecting each date on the calendar to the subject of 
angels." 

"There is clearly a trend toward greater angel belief," said 
Ronner. "What has helped-the cause of angels is actually the 
quantum physics developed in science ... that has given us a 
deeper understanding of the universe." 

Ronner turned his energies to the Internet and has now 
developed one of the most extensive Web sites on angels­
www.everythingaboutangels.com. 

• If you want to know about angel art, merchandise or -
books, angel quotes, facts on angels, angel encounters, angel 
movies or even "Who's Who in Angelology," check out 
Ronner's page. 

Ronner said he was not raised in a religious environment, 
put through his studies as an adult gradually began believing 
in the existence of a spiritual realm. He read Billy Graham's 
book on angels and said he was "very taken" with it. 

"When I became interested in angels, there was very.little 
information out there. Today there are hundreds of books on 
angels. More than 40 ·books on angels were published in 
1994, which was about the height of the interest." 

And while it is likely there has been some decline since 
that peak, Ronner believes the interest continues and points 
to how even Hollywood has gotten into the act .with the 
popular television series ''Touched by an Angel." 

It is, of course, Virginia Uptain's favorite program. 

WESTERN RECORDER ■ JANUARY 15, 2002 15 
• . 



.. 
' 


