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Some Kentucky
Baptists planning
to observe Lent

By Victoria Moon
State Correspondent

LOUISVILLE—Why do Chris-
tians observe Lent?

While historians agree it is a com-
plex issue, some Christians in Ken-
tucky Baptist churches and through-
out the country find the ancient Chris-
tian observance of Lent simply a new
way to prepare for Easter.

“If you were to physically take a
trip, you would get what you needed
for that trip together, pack and prepare
for that journey,” said Les Hollon,
pastor of St. Matthews Baptist Church
in Louisville.

“Lent is a time when Christians
spiritually prepare our hearts for a
journey that begins on Ash Wednes-
day and ends with the huge miracle
of Easter,” Hollon said.

Lent originated around the practice
of baptism, according to Robert Web-
ber, chair of Northern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary’s Ministry and Wor-
ship program and founder of the In-
stitute for Worship in Lombard, IlI.

“The history of Lent is very com-
plex, but the origin of its. traditions
grew up around baptism,” he said. “In
the early church, adult believers were
instructed in the faith and fasted and
prayed for six weeks prior to their bap-
tism, then baptized by immersion on
Easter Sunday.

“Gradually, the collective church
body began to make this 40-day jour-
ney with the new believers and began
using this time before Easter as a pe-
riod of study, fasting, prayer and re-
newal.”

Webber added that the number of
days of Lent—40—sprang from the
example of Jesus’ time of fasting and
prayer in the wilderness before He was
tempted, and was also tied to Old Tes-
tament examples of times of waiting
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Olympic ministry

| At Ieast 15 current and former Kentucky
~ Baptists are in Salt Lake City to volunteer for
| Global Outreach 2002, the Southern Baptist
ministry to the Winter Olympic Games.
Volunteers provide a variety of ministries near
venues for the games and build relationships
with visitors from around the world, providing
| opportunities to talk about their faith. M Above:
Jonathan Clark, a Baptist Student Union intern
at Murray State University, talks with visitors to
| Park City, Utah. Global Outreach volunteers
| staffed gas-fire heaters on Main Street where
visitors could get warm. This often provided
 workers opportunities to hand out evangelistic
trading pins or discuss their motivation for

R volunteering. W Left: From left, Kevin Sigsby,

an associate minister at First Baptist Church of .
Richmond, talks to an Olympic volunteer in
 Olympic Square. (Phatas by David Winfrey)

Researcher: Today’ s teen attitudes pose challenges for churches

By Jon Walker
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE (BP)—Teenagers
born since 1985 might be the tough-
est youngsters yet to reach for Christ,
according to Christian researcher
George Barna.

This group he calls the “mosaic
generation” is comprised of non-lin-
ear thinkers. Such teens cut and paste
their beliefs and values from a variety
of sources, Barna said on a recent ra-
dio show. :

What’s more, almost half the mo-
saics don’t know and don’t care about
moral absolutes, Barna added. To

. them, it’s just a non-issue not worth

arguing over. This means that they’re
a generation comfortable with contra-
dictions, he said.

Barna defines the mosaic genera-
tion as youth born between 1984 and
2002. “There’s (no attribute) that re-
ally dominates like you might have
seen with prior generations,” Barna

said on “For Faith and Family,” a
weekday radio show sponsored by the
Southern Baptist Convention’s Ethics
& Religious Liberty Commission

Other researchers refer to this gen-
eration as millennials or Generation Y.

““When we try to show them logi-
cally that two things really don’t work
together—that either one is right and
the other is wrong, or they’re both
wrong—typically what you get is a
giggle and then the response, ‘Yeah,
how about that?’” Barna said.
“They’re not really concerned about
trying to figure out where things stand
on an objective continuum.”

Richard Land, president of the Eth-
ics & Religious Liberty Commission

--and host of the radio show, said the

research regarding the mosaics shows
America is cultivating a generation of
mainly right-brain thinkers.

" Such an approach is a radical de-
parture from traditional Western
thought, at least since the Renaissance,
Land said.

Barna said society has taught mo-
saics to think in this different way
through fast-edit videos, constant
computer use and easy access video
games. In addition, 91 percent of all
mosaics, compared to 51 percent of
all adults, use the Internet, where they
absorb information and build relation-
ships.

“We’ve. taught them, ‘“You don’t
have to connect the dots the way your
parents did,””’” Barna said. ““What you
have to do is just react to whatever you
see out there, and as long as it feels
good, as long as it makes sense, that’s
good enough.””

Connecting with young people al-
ways has been a challenge, Barna said,
but today that struggle is deeper.

“It’s no longer just a difference in
cultural icons, ones that young peo-
ple respond to instead of their elders,”
Barna noted. “Now it’s a whole dif-
ferent style of thinking and commu-
nicating. It’s a completely different set
of values based upon a very varied

interpretation of the meaning of life
and how to achieve success or signif-
icance in one’s life.”

Such a shift forces Christians to
question how best to share their mes-
sage with today’s young people, Bar-
na noted.

“Is preaching the best way to com-
municate God’s truths to them, at least
the way we traditionally preach?” he
asked. “How do we get them to un-
derstand and embrace God’s Word
without ever compromising it while
still understanding they communicate
very differently from previous gener-
ations?

“They want spirituality; they want
faith experiences; they want a taste of
religion; but they don’t want to have
to go through all of the stuff that they
see the adults doing at the typical
church,” Barna added. “But, because
the Internet fits with their schedule—
it’s a 24/7 opportunity—they’re using
it to explore things they might not
have access to otherwise.”



Faith and Message involving the pas-
torate, the exercise of spiritual author-
ity and ordination.”

The Chaplains Commission, which
operates under the auspices of
NAMB, is the Southern Baptist Con-
vention body recognized by the mili-
tary and other institutions for grant-
ing formal denominational endorse-
ment to chaplains.

In the response, trustees noted that
chaplains already are required to af-
firm the 2000 Baptist Faith and Mes-
sage statement.

Trustees also affirmed their sup-
port for women in a chaplaincy role,
noting that chaplains “‘serve in numer-
ous institutional settings and roles that
are not that of ‘pastor.’” The response
added that chaplains “are called and
gifted to serve in many caring roles
and have a tremendous role in evan-
gelism and spiritual care as they min-
ister in the midst of crises.” .

As trustees studied the issue, how-
ever, it was ordination of women that
became a key concern.

“The issue of ordination is not ad-
dressed in the Baptist Faith and Mes-
sage, and the Bible does not clearly

By James Dotson
SBC North American Mission Board

ALPHARETTA, Ga. (BP)—
Trustees of the Southern Baptist North
American Mission Board decided
Feb. 6 that while the agency’s Chap-
lains Commission “is committed to
endorse chaplains, both men and
women,” it will no longer endorse
women who have been ordained. The
action came in response to a motion
from the 2001 Southern Baptist Con-
vention annual meeting.

“The Chaplains Commission has
not required or considered ordination
in the endorsement of chaplains in the
past,” trustees said in their response.
“Howeyver, in the future we will refrain
from endorsing ordained women to
the office of chaplain. We recognize
ordination as a local church action, but
endorsement and its requirement is the
action of a national agency.”

The action was a response to a
motion that the SBC direct the Chap-
lains Commission “to stop endorsing
women to the chaplaincy and adhere
to both the scriptural requirements and
the requirements of the 2000 Baptist
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set forth a detailed description of the
practice of ordination as it is common-
ly observed today,” the response stat-
ed. “However, Southern Baptists, fol-
lowing scriptural principles, have de-
veloped a rich and meaningful tradi-
tion of ordaining God-called men into
the ministry. The generally agreed
upon understanding held by most
Southern Baptists is that ministerial
ordination is related to a man’s being
‘set aside for the office of pastor.’”

The response also cites a 1984
SBC resolution encouraging “the ser-
vice of women in all aspects of church
life and work other than pastoral func-
tions and leadership roles entailing
ordination.”

“It is felt that we, as an agency of
the Southern Baptist Convention,
must follow suit with the positions of
our convention,” said Barry Holcomb,
a trustee from Ashford, Ala., who
spoke on behalf of the NAMB Exec-
utive Committee, which drafted the
response.

Trustees also pledged their com-
mitment to “stand with” female South-
ern Baptist chaplains in any situation
where an employer seeks to make or-

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (BP)—
Texas pastor Jack Graham “very
likely” will be nominated for presi-
dent of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention when the annual meeting
convenes June 11 in St. Louis, Jerry
Vines announced Feb. 4 in Jackson-
ville, Fla.

“I have been told that it’s very
likely that he’s going to be nominat-
ed to serve as president of the SBC
this year,” Vines told the annual pas-
tors’ conference at First Baptist
Church, where Vines is senior pas-
tor. “And if he is, I plan to vote for

ham

Graham is senior pastor of Pres-
tonwood Baptist Church in Plano,
Texas, north of Dallas. The church
is one of the nation’s largest South-
ern Baptist congregations, with
more than 17,000 members.

The pastors’ conference at the
Jacksonville church has been a
launching point for previously suc-
cessful conservative presidential
nominations during the past decade.

Prestonwood was one of the first
mega-churches to join the conserva-

NAMB to stop endorsing ordained female chaplains

dination a condition of employment,
helping them “obtain their legal rights
to not be discriminated against solely
because of their religious conviction
concerning ordination.” Most institu-
tions do not require ordination, al-
though the Veteran’s Administration
and the Federal Bureau of Prisons are
among employers who do have the
requirement.

The measure was approved by a
majority vote among trustees, with
about eight of 45 trustees voting in
opposition. A substitute motion that
included support for women in chap-
laincy but not the prohibition on en-
dorsing ordained women failed by a
similar margin.

In related action, trustees heard that
31 chaplains recently had received
first-time endorsements by the Chap-
lains Commission.

Trustees also heard that the num-
ber of NAMB missionaries had in-
creased to 5,154 by the end of 2001,
an overall increase of 10.2 percent
since the agency was formed in 1997.
Thirty-five missionary candidates
were approved or appointed during
meetings earlier in the week.

- Graham endorsed for SBC presidency

tive Southern Baptists of Texas Con-
vention, while maintaining nominal
membership in the Baptist General
Convention of Texas.

Graham has been critical of the
BGCT’s movement away from the
SBC. He has addressed several SBTC
gatherings, including the first evange-
lism conference and last year’s annu-
al meeting, where he delivered the
convention sermon. Prestonwood will
host the SBTC student evangelism
conference in May.

Graham is a graduate of Hardin-
Simmons University in Abilene, Tex-
as, and Southwestern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas.
He has been pastor of churches in
Texas, Oklahoma and Florida.

Graham was president of the
Southern Baptist Pastors’ Conference
in 1992. He delivered the annual ser-
mon at the 1993 SBC and in 1994
nominated Jim Henry, pastor of First
Baptist Church of Orlando, Fla., for
SBC president. Henry was elected
over Alabama pastor Fred Wolfe, who
was the choice of conservative lead-
ers in the SBC.

“Hi, Bob, it's me. I'm ushering and I'm at a lull
in my job—I'm at the non-giving row.”




January gii/iny
sets CP record
for Kentucky

LOUISVILLE—Kentucky
Baptists contributed a record
amount to the Cooperative Pro-
gram in January, according to
Lowell Ashby, leader of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention busi-
Ness Services team.

Ashby, reporting Feb. 7 to the
KBC Executive Board’s admin-
istrative committee, said CP gifts
for the month totaled $2,581,354,
more than $1 million above the
previous month’s total.

Other giving records set in
January included $2.1 million to
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offer-
ing for international missions and
more than $5.3 million in total
cash receipts.

The record giving followed a
slow financial start in the first
four months of the 2001-2002
fiscal year. KBC officials an-
nounced plans last month to re-
duce non-fixed program costs by
up to 10 percent for the year.

At the end of December, state
convention CP receipts lagged
more than $940,000 behind bud-
get. The record giving in January
reduced the budget deficit to less
than $230,000.

“January was a tremendous
offering and February has start-
ed out well,” Ashby said. “We're
still watching our dollars very
closely.”

Ashby also reported that the
Baptist Building is adding new
security measures this week. Vis-
itors to the building will be asked
to sign a logbook when they en-
ter and will be issued a guest
badge to wear while in the build-
ing.
“There are times there are vis-
itors in the building we do not
know,” Ashby explained. Seek-
ing to keep unauthorized people
from “coming into the building
without notice,” he added, “We
want to take this step to insure we
know who is in the building at all
times.” -

Ashby said the KBC’s prop-
erty workgroup also is continu-
ing its work although “nothing
really major is on the horizon.”

A proposal last fall to con-
struct a new Baptist Building fa-
cility was put on hold in Decem-
ber after negotiations stalled with
a prospective tenant for the cur-
rent facility.

Ashby said the workgroup is
“proceeding with some house-
keeping kinds of things,” includ-
ing possible rezoning of the cur-
rent property and assessing envi-
ronmental issues.

In other business, committee
members:

B Approved a base salary in-
crease of 2 percent in the KBC’s
2002-2003 pay grade structure.

I Heard a report that commit-

tee chairman Charles Barnes had
named a subcommittee to study
the alignment of the KBC’s eight
geographic regions.

KENTUCKY

Literacy missions worker surprised by award

By Brenda Smith
Kentucky Baptist Convention

LOUISVILLE—Pat Howard
didn’t see it coming when she re-
cently was recognized at her church
for her 20 years of service in litera-
cy missions.

Howard, who teaches English-as-
a-second-language courses to inter-
national students, was presented the
D. M. Aldridge Award. The award,
from the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion’s extension-ministry depart-
ment, recognizes an outstanding lit-
eracy volunteer each year. -

KBC literacy missions consultant
Becky Carnell conspired with staff
members at First Baptist Church of
Bowling Green to surprise Howard
during a recent worship service.

Pastor Mark Hopper asked
Howard to pray at the end of the ser-
vice. Since she typically is asked to
give the offering prayer or prayer
during special missions emphases,
she found his request unusual.

When she approached the podi-
um, Carnell surprised her with the
award.

“That’s probably the first time in
my church anyone has seen me
speechless,” Howard said with a
hearty laugh. “I was so appreciative
that I was considered by my peers
for the award. In the first place, do-
ing anything with literacy is so re-
warding in itself.”

Continued from page 1
and preparation before being in God’s
presence.

Tom Nettles, professor of histori-
cal theology at Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Louisville, said

- Lent was part of a yearly Christian cal-

endar originally set up to celebrate
events in the life of Christ and passed
out of liturgical use among Protestants
during the Reformation.

“Reformers did not formally rec-
ognize the traditional yearly liturgical
cycle of the church calendar, choos-
ing instead to focus on a weekly model
that made each Sabbath a high point,”
he said.

“Though they did not necessarily
disagree with it, they were concerned
that the observance of things like Lent
had become about externals rather
than about personal sanctification and
matters of the heart.”

Today, though, some Baptist

* churches have reinitiated the obser-

vance of Lent in order to have conti-
nuity and unity with fellow evangeli-
cals in other denominations and as a
season of renewal in their personal
spiritual disciplines, Nettles said. “It’s
important that the focus of Lent not
be following outward traditions but on
personal sanctification.”

At least two Baptist churches in

Louisville are planning to participate
in the Lenten season—which this year
runs from Feb. 13 to March 31—in
various ways.

Bill Johnson, minister of education
at Crescent Hill Baptist Church in
Louisville, said one creative thing
church members have done in the past
to observe Lent was carrying a car-
penter’s nail in their pockets or purs-

In addition to her literacy work,
Howard also serves as vice president
of Kentucky Woman’s Missionary
Union and she helped establish a
Hispanic mission in Bowling Green.

Howard has been enjoying the re-
wards of teaching English to students
from around the globe for the past 20
years, but her journey into literacy
ministry began years before when she
was a student at Auburn University.

A member of the Baptist Student
Union, she often invited international
students in her dorm to activities. Her
relationships with those students
grew, and soon those students began
coming to her for help.

“The Lord showed me when I was

in college the joy of working with in-
ternationals, and I had been a missions
volunteer since high school,” Howard
explained. She said she sensed a call
to foreign missions, which she ful-
filled years later by teaching English
to students from around the world, all
without leaving Bowling Green.

In the 1980s, Howard attended
a missions conference in Bowling
Green. At that time, Cambodian and
Vietnamese refugees were immigrat-
ing to Bowling Green. At the confer-
ence, Howard was inspired to be
trained as an English-as-a-second-lan-
guage tutor, a ministry she has con-
tinued ever since.

Howard estimates she has taught
more than 500 students. Most of her
students are scattered throughout the

es during those 40 days.

“We used it as a silent witness to
our faith,” he said, “and as a powerful
reminder to us of the suffering and
passion of Christ.”

He said the church also creates a
Lenten devotional book each year that
members use to study various aspects
and impact of Christ’s life, suffering
and crucifixion.

According to Hollon, St. Mat-
thew’s Baptist members usually par-
ticipate in an Ash Wednesday service
where those attending are asked to fast
in some way during the weeks lead-
ing to Easter.

“It doesn’t necessarily have to be

_food they fast from, but just some en-

joyable activity they normally do. It
could be watching TV, going to the
mall, food or anything like that,” he
said.

“The point of fasting during Lent

United States, and some have returned

‘to their home countries. Howard has

taught students from Cambodia,
Ukraine, China, Vietnam, Iran, Ku-
wait, Eastern Europe, Japan, Mexico,
El Salvador, Columbia, Brazil and
several African nations.

Howard said her greatest joy
comes from seeing international stu-
dents achieve their goal of learning to
speak English. Many have gone on to
become citizens, attend college and
contribute to their communities.

Coupled with that joy is a sense of
humility that God is using her to touch
so many lives. She routinely has op-
portunities to share her faith in Jesus
Christ, and has seen at least 40-50 stu-
dents become Christians. She said
she’s shared the gospel with many
more.

Howard’s ministry will be multi-
plied as she trains other literacy tutors.
She recently was certified by the
Southern Baptist North American
Mission Board to train teachers, and
already has led 10 training workshops.

“I have known Pat for about eight
years since I became involved in lit-
eracy at the state level,” Carnell said.
“She has such a tender heart for inter-
nationals and helps them way beyond
ESL classes.”

For more information about literacy minis-
tries, call the KBC extension-ministries de-
partment at (888) 254-5725. Information
also is available on the KBC Web site,
www.kybaptist.org.

Some Kentucky Baptists plan to take part in Lent

What could you do for Lent?

is to take the discomfort that comes
from giving something up and use it
to stretch and grow,” Hollon added.
“It helps us not to take the death o
Jesus Christ for granted.” -

Rather than give something up,
some members at St. Matthews give
of themselves. Examples include in-
creasing their gifts to missions or in-
creasing their time in prayer.

“The point about Lent is to be more
intentional about your spiritual jour-
ney,” Hollon said.

“Lent was never meant to be a dead
ritual or practice,” Webber said. “It
was supposed to be a serious, inten-
tional pilgrimage leading to personal
repentance and renewal. If people treat
it like a ritual, they are abusing Lent.
It is a personal journey to the cross
leading to the experience of the joy of
Easter.”

W See related article on page 6

BLUEGRASS BURGOO

B Kentucky Baptist
leaders will learn how to
grow Sunday schools by
starting new classes and
small groups during the
annual Start-A-Class
Tour this May. Each
session will educate and
equip Baptist leaders to
develop effective classes
and small groups within
their own churches. The
tour will be in Mayfield
May 9, Madisonville May
10, Russellville May 13
and Beaver Dam May
14. For more
information, contact the
Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s Sunday
school department at
(888) 254-5709

B Campbelisville
University recently was
recognized as a
“Champion of Character
Institution” by the
National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics.
The honor recognizes
that the school
emphasizes five core
character values:
respect, integrity,
responsibility, servant
leadership and
sportsmanship.

H Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children will
sponsor adoption
orientation classes in
Louisville Feb. 19 and 26
at Highland Baptist
Church. The Feb. 26
orientation will focus on
adoption of children
from Ukraine. Both
sessions begin at 7 p.m.
Registration is required.
For more information,
call KBHC at (800) 928-
5242.
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Baptist ‘blackmail’

When the members of First Bap-
tist Church of Frankfort left the South-
ern Baptist Convention,
one of our primary rea-
sons for leaving our 122-
year-old relationship was
based on the fact that we
affirmed authentic “Bap-
tists believe in soul com-
petency under God and
the priesthood of every
believer which grants to
every person the right to
read and interpret the Scriptures as one
is led by the Holy Spirit.” That’s the
kind of Baptist we had always be-
lieved was right.

Now we read that the Southern
Baptist International Mission Board
has substituted the principles of Bap-
tist soul competency and the priest-
hood of every believer with the 2000
Baptist Faith and Message statement
by asking all 5,000 missionaries to
sign their agreement with the current

BAPTIST

FORUM

edition. IMB President Jerry Rankin
said, “‘Signing this affirmation protects
you from charges of heresy behind
your back while you are overseas and
cannot defend yourself.”
With the Holy Spirit’s
leadership and one’s Bap-
tist conscience being fil-
tered through this revised
faith statement, will one
really be safe from charg-
es of heresy? I can only
say, ‘“Please, please
charge me with heresy.
Behind my back or in my
face, at least I'd still be Baptist, with
my Bible to read and the Holy Spirit
to guide me.” I would never sign such

qunditjb to a story or editorial of
‘969_, Louisvilte;'KY-40253; fa

a man-made creed, and I believe real
Kentucky Baptists are smart enough
not to sign one either.

Next thing you know, all church

members will have to sign the 2000 -

statement before they are baptized into
the fellowship of a Southern Baptist
church. Jesus is Lord, not the Baptist
Faith and Message.

This decision must not pass with-
out objection. It is blackmail, and I
cannot be silent while even one Ken-
tucky missionary has to choose be-
tween Baptist conscience or security.
I am writing Jerry Rankin and Bill
Mackey today.

David K. Hinson
Frankfort

etters on any subject for publication, provided

dimum length for a letter is 300 words.
rder subscribers, unless someone is re-

h they are the subject. Submit by mail, Box
(502) 244-6474; or e-mail, wesrec@ntr.net.

Did you know that ...

By Joe McKeever

KENNER, La. (BP)—Did you
know that after the movie “Bambi”
came out, deer hunting-related pur-
chases in the United States dropped
off by 25 percent the next year?

Did you know that after Clark Ga-
ble took off his dress
shirt in-a movie and
was not wearing an
undershirt, sales of un-
dershirts the next year dropped off to
nearly nothing?

Did you know that after a movie
in which a teen stood in the middle of
a busy street with cars zooming by on
both sides, several kids tried to do the
same and paid with their lives?

Did you know that after the movie
“Natural Born Killers” was released,
at least 30 people have been murdered

COMMENTARY

by young people influenced by what
they saw on the screen?

Did you know that after the phe-
nomenal box office success of the
movie “Titanic,” more than one young
person lost his life trying to stand on
the outer bow of a ship the way the
stars did in the movie?

Did you know that
after the movie “E.T.”
debuted, sales of Re-
ece’s Pieces soared
into the stratosphere?

Did you know that movie makers
take in big money from companies
that want their product shown on the
big screen?

And did you know that these same
movie people want us to believe mov-
ies do not influence young people neg-
atively, so they should not be subject
to censorship or be held to any kind

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION [

Thanks, Kentucky Baptists

Thanks to Kentucky Baptists, hun-
dreds of ministries continue to be sup-
ported in Kentucky and around the
globe. These ministries are proving to
be valuable investments in expanding
the Kingdom of God.

Record, who directs our youth evan-
gelism strategies. Outreach groups are
now organized on 150 high school and
middle school campuses. Record has
reported more than 1,000 professions
of faith through this strate-

International collegiate
ministry is a prime example
of a great investment by
Kentucky Baptists through
the Cooperative Program

The Cooperative Program
pays the salary of the con-
sultant, Tommy Johnson,
and most of the program
funding comes from the

Bill Mackey

I learned about one of
these groups during a recent
visit to Whitesburg. In the
high school there, more
than 400 students (out of a
total enrollment of 550) are
involved in a Bible club.
Whitesburg Baptist Church
Youth Minister Angie Tate
coordinates the council of

Eliza Broadus Offering for
state missions.

On a recent Sunday night at the
University of Louisville there were 45
students from 14 countries present for
Bible study. Chinese students seem to
be the most receptive to Christ.
Johnson says that God has provided
the workers so the harvest must fol-
low soon. He requests prayer for a
breakthrough with other groups.

Another great investment for Ken-
tucky Baptists has been Randy
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25 youth who give leader-
ship to the club.

Kentucky Baptists’ faithful giving
also is making possible the ministry
of Alan Witham who helps start new
churches. Cooperative Program funds
strongly support this effort along with
special gifts. A recent private gift to

support new work is a reason for spe- .

cial celebration!

Another important investment for
Kentucky Baptists is Missions Service
Corps. MSC is comprised of volun-

of community standards erected for
the protection of our people? Go fig-
ure.

Finally, did you know that respon-
sible parents do not buy that argument
and do not allow their youths to buy
those products or go to movies they
deem inappropriate?

The mother who teaches her chil-
dren to wash his hands and brush her
teeth should make a commitment to
safeguard their minds also. The father
who would not allow a child-abuser
into his home should likewise make it
a priority to protect his family from
abusive movies, dirty books and
harmful music.

As a parent, you should make a
commitment to do such things not
because you are a right-wing activist
or a reactionary nut, but just because
you love your children. Period.

Joe McKeever is pastor of First Baptist
Church in Kenner, La.

teer missionaries who are willing to
give at least 20 hours of their time per
week. The number of Kentucky vol-
unteers has grown from 50 to 98, a
significant increase in one year. The
Cooperative Program supports Eric
Allen, our MSC coordinator, as does
the Southern Baptist North American
Mission Board.

Thank you, Kentucky Baptists for
your faithful support of the Coopera-
tive Program. In the Jan. 29 issue of
the Western Recorder you read that
we were behind budget by $942,175.
I am delighted to report that January
was a record month with more than
$2.5 million given. We still are
$138,668 short of last year and about
$228,946 short of budget but the
progress is good news. It indicates that
ministries like the ones described
above and all of Southern Baptists’
10,000 missionaries and more than
10,000 seminary students will be sup-
ported financially.

I pray that God will bless you and
your church so you can support mis-
sions with a passion from God.
Thanks, Kentucky Baptists!

Bill Mackey is executive director of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention

Use discipline,
planning to stash
emergency cash

* By Jeremy White

In Proverbs 22:3, Solomon
says, “A prudent man sees dan-
ger and takes
refuge, but the
simple keep
going and suf-
fer for it.”

In a nut-
shell, Solomon
gave the finan-

FINANCIAL
cial principle

of maintaining

aTeserve or emergency savings ac-
count. In this world of uncertain-
ty, we do not know when a lay-
off might occur, the roof might
need repair, medical emergencies
might arise or a transmission
might need replacement.

Therefore, we should have
some emergency savings that can
help for unexpected difficulties.
Money will not solve every prob-
lem, no matter how much reserve
is available. However, having the
money to get the engine repaired
or the doctor bill paid without
going into debt can reduce pres-
sure at an already tense time.

How much emergency sav-
ings should one keep on hand? It
depends on the stability of your
job, if your income fluctuates,
your monthly expenses, overall
net worth, the number of depen-
dents you have and other person-
al factors.

Most financial planners rec-
ommend at least three to six
months of living expenses. In
dollar terms, emergency savings
should be at least $2,000 and up
to $10,000 or higher depending
on your personal factors.

Where should you keep your
emergency savings? In an ac-
count where you can get to your
money without any penalties or
surrender charges. The most
common places are money mar-
ket mutual accounts and savings
accounts. These types of ac-
counts pay a minimal amount of
interest but are easily available
when needed.

Your base emergency savings
should not be kept in a stock mar-
ket investment, an annuity or
even a CD. These examples may
either incur penalties or surren-
der charges or may be the wrong
time to sell when funds are need-
ed.

If you tap into your emergen-
cy savings, you should immedi-
ately work on replenishing it to
the original level.

As aptly noted in Proverbs

21:20, “In the house of the wise
are stores of choice food and oil,
but a foolish man devours all he
has.” Make it your priority to es-
tablish and maintain emergency
savings.
Jeremy White is a certified public ac-
countant in Paducah. He presents fi-
nancial seminars and workshops at
churches and conferences.
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Older adults have lots to offer
and gain in life of the church

Q: Our middle school Bible study class has chosen the
church’s older members to connect with in some
meaningful way. What are some of the faith needs of the
older adult?

The Bible is filled with wonderful stories relating to the
blessings of aging. In Genesis 12, we read about the call of

Abram. He was 75 years old when God
called him to leave his homeland and
depart for Haran. In Exodus, we read
about Moses at the age of 80 being told
by God to return to Egypt and free God’s
people from slavery. These are just two
examples of older adults in the Bible who
were called by God for a special ministry
and purpose.

Older adults have faith needs that
might be overlooked by active, growing congregations. We
are called to make disciples of Jesus Christ, and this doesn’t
mean just making disciples of children, youth and young
adults. Older adults need to experience a new—or renewed—
relationship with God through Jesus Christ and to grow in
faith maturity too.

Be aware that older adults need to:

M Know that God loves older people.

M Experience a church that cares about older adults as
individuals and as a group.

B Remain a vital part of the church by making significant
contributions (beyond financial) to its ministry.

M Find new ways of serving others, even when health and
physical strength decline. ’

B Serve as mentors and role models for the benefit of
succeeding generations.

B Have available support systems for coping with losses.

Be intentional and informed in your ministry with older
adults. Are older adults participating in the life of your
congregation and invited to share their faith with others?
Hopefully your Bible study class can proclaim, as did Job:
“With the aged is wisdom, and with length of days comes
understanding” (Job 12:12).—Jon Rainbow

FAMILY

FORUM

Q: What kind of stories will strengthen my family?

Christian educator Bob Fulbright advocates the importance
of narrative theology—of telling the story over and over,
again and again—allowing it to shape not only our
understanding, but also our living. The principle is as biblical
as it is sound, and it carries important implications for
parenting. ;

When Joshua led the children of Israel across the Jordan
River and into the Promised Land, the people paused long
enough to choose 12 stones from the riverbed—stones that
would serve as signs among them—a lasting memorial of
God’s work in their lives. Joshua said to the people, “In the
future, when your children ask you, ‘What do these stones
mean?’ tell them. ...” (Joshua 4:5-7).

Whether we’re talking about our faith or our family, it is
important to tell our own story, for as we do, we own it again
as our own. We learn something about ourselves. We also
teach others and invite them to share in the story in new
ways. That's the way it should be—especially with our
children and with others we love.

So, tell your own story to your children. Look at pictures,
scrapbooks, home video—anything to get the conversation
started. Then tell them the story of your life, of their life and of
your life together—and make sure you mix in your faith. They
will connect your children to the history, traditions and values
that are important to your family, and that make your family
unique.—David Garrard

Family Forum writers are Suzanne Coyle, director of Cornerstone
Counseling for Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children; David Garrard,
minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; Jon
Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary; James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel
Baptist Church in Lexington, and Scott Wigginton, director of LifeCare
Counseling at Walnut Street Baptist Church in Louisville. Send
questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969,
Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail us at wesrec@ntr.net.
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Consistency: Is it too much to request?

The tendency in Southern Baptist life in recent years
has been to couch every disagreement in terms of con-
servative vs. moderate. Morris Chapman, president of
the Southern Baptist Convention Executive Commit-
tee, has done that once again amid the current dispute
dividing Missouri Baptists.

While it often seems necessary to pull out general-
ized labels in order to identify differing factions in
Baptist life, it is important to remember that
most Baptists still have far more in common
with one another than differences. The vast
majority of Southern Baptists across the po-
litical spectrum strongly affirm such bedrock
beliefs as the full authority of Scripture, the
substitutionary atonement of Jesus Christ and
eternal salvation by God’s grace through per-
sonal faith in Jesus.

Recognizing the urgency of spreading the
gospel, Southern Baptists increasingly have
reached out to partner with other “Great
Commission Christians” who share similar

views about the Bible, Christ and salvation. Trennis Henderson

STRAIGHT
FROM THE

EDITOR

support is neither wanted nor needed on the SBC lev-
el. While the SBC certainly has the right to reject a
partnership with an upstart moderate convention, it’s
interesting that when the tables were turned in Texas
and Virginia, Chapman and other SBC leaders enthu-
siastically welcomed breakaway conservative state
conventions into the SBC fold.

Chapman carefully explained that “a single state
Baptist convention per area is the ideal and
best serves the interests of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention for the collection of funds and .
other cooperative functions”—except in Tex-
as and Virginia, of course.

He went on to say that one of the prob-
lems with the new Missouri group is that it
apparently intends to “create several giving
tracks, some of which do not benefit the
SBC.” Interestingly, the established Texas
and Virginia conventions also have giving
tracks that do not fully benefit the SBC. But
that apparently isn’t reason enough to decline
the millions of dollars those two conventions
still channel into SBC causes.

Yet, 20-plus years of Baptist infighting have
left many leaders on both sides leery of working with
each other to advance God’s Kingdom.

In Missouri, philosophical differences between cur-
rent and former convention leaders are very real. But
theology has not been the cause of those differences.
Additionally, both sides include strong churches with
historic commitments to global ministry through
Southern Baptists’ Cooperative Program budget ef-
forts.

In fact, after one group gained political control and
the other group opted to form a separate convention,
leaders of both sides voiced a desire to continue to
support the Cooperative Program. But that’s where the
conservative vs. moderate rhetoric took its toll.

Chapman told leaders of the new Baptist General
Convention of Missouri that their Cooperative Program

. Rather than using conservative vs. moderate as a
measuring stick, why not use consistency as a model
to determine appropriate partnerships? If the new Mis-
souri convention is rejected for being the second es-
tablished convention in a state, why not also decline to
partner with the new conventions in Texas and Vir-
ginia? If the problem with Missouri is that it allows
diverse giving options, why not cut ties with the his-
toric conventions in Texas and Virginia that do the
same?

Better yet, if new conventions in Missouri, Texas .
and Virginia desire to advance Kingdom growth
through Cooperative Program support, why not set
political labels aside and focus on the spiritual needs
of a lost world?

Consistency. Is it really too much to ask?

How can churches avoid ‘worship wars’?

By Doug Crawley

In times past, when people moved
from one town to another, they typi-
cally chose a new church based on its
denominational affiliation and doc-
trine. How times have changed. To-
day, a growing number of people
choose a church because of the style
of worship, with little or no regard for
denomination or doctrine.

Christian worship is in
a constant state of renew-
al. On one hand, many
churches are experiencing
a revival of worship.
There is a new spirit of
growth and excitement as
people sense God moving
through the Sunday morn-
ing corporate worship in fresh and
dynamic ways.

Unfortunately, many churches are
facing unprecedented controversy
over worship style or expression.
Some churches have even split over
the argument of traditional versus con-
temporary; hymns versus choruses.
Others are slowly dying as their mem-
bers drift away to other churches, at-
tracted by more contemporary music
and preaching styles. There are still
other members who feel that their
church has abandoned them in favor
of a younger congregation. They feel
(perhaps justly) that their pastor and
leadership no longer care about their

OF THE DAY

worship needs or music preference.

A new form of elitism has evolved
where proponents of various expres-
sions of worship (“worship bashers™)
exclaim to others, ‘“We are more spir-
itual because we worship the right
way!” What an incredible tragedy that
worship, the very act that should bring
Christians together, should have the
potential for dividing churches.

What can your church
do to avoid the battle of
worship styles? First, ad-
mit there is no simple so-

- lution that will address
every problem encoun-
tered by every church.
There are, however, some
basic truths to contem-
plate when considering
change and some steps that can help
with the transition to a new style of
worship.

Five basic truths of worship style
are:
B Worship is first and foremost a
vertical action. It is our response of
gratitude and offering of praise to Al-
mighty God.

B No single paradigm of worship
can claim to be the only valid expres-
sion of worship to the exclusion of
others.

B No single church can please ev-
ery person or provide a worship style
to meet every need.

B No single church is gifted to ex-

press worship through every style. No
pastor or music minister is gifted to
preach or lead in every style.

B The average age, education and
income of church members, church
location and many other factors will
help determine the style of worship
that will work best for your congre-
gation.

Five suggestions to avoid a wor-
ship war in your church are:

B Effective worship should em-
phasize the unity that believers have
in Christ Jesus more than our differ-
ences.

B Teach your congregation about
worship on an ongoing basis.

B Make sure there is a real need
for change in worship style before im-
plementing changes. Make sure the
congregation shares a similar vision
and is ready for change.

M Consider introducing any
change by gradually blending in new
with the old. Connect a contemporary
chorus to a traditional hymn that
shares a similar theme. Try to avoid
large numbers of “casualties” from
people deciding to leave.

M Consider adding an alternate
worship service for those who want
more drastic changes in worship style.
This might avoid undue conflict by al-
lowing traditional worship times to re-
main more traditional.

Doug Crawley is minister of music at First
Baptist Church of Paducah and adjunct pro-
fessor of music at Mid-Continent College in
Mayfield
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Evangelicals host
PRAYWorld 2002
during Lent

HOUSTON—Beginning
Ash Wednesday, or Feb.
13, an estimated 100
million Christians from
around the globe are
planning to spend the
next 40 days in prayer
and fasting for their
communities.

The event, called
PRAYWorld 2002, joins
evangelicals from
diverse organizations
including Bill Bright from
Campus Crusade and
Randy Sprinkle, director
of the International

Prayer Strategy Office of-

the Southern Baptist
International Mission
Board.

“We wanted to focus on
spiritual revival,” said
Steven Hawthorne,
director of the Texas-
based WayMakers, a
global prayer ministry
coordinating the event.

“This event invites its
participants to engage in
the best form of
corporate repentance
and renewal: praying
and fasting for our
friends and neighbors.”

Hawthorne said
PRAYWorld 2002 grew
out of a vision by several
organizations to create a
worldwide focus

on prayer.

He said the decision to
hold the event during the
Lenten season was
made because many
Christian denominations
already observe times of
prayer and fasting
during Lent.

He said PRAYWorld’s
Web site, www.pray
world.org, offers a daily
prayer calendar to focus
participants’ prayers
during the event. While
fasting is encouraged, it
isn’t required.

“No one has to fast to
join with us in prayer,”
he said, “but fasting is a
way to engage ourselves
more fully in the act of
praying and recalibrates
our desires to

hunger after God.”
—Victoria Moon

By Adelle Banks and Kevin Eckstrom
Religion News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Presi-
dent Bush and Senate negotiators
unveiled the latest attempt to revive
the president’s plan to allow reli-
gious groups to gain access to fed-
eral money and provide incentives
for taxpayers to donate to charity.

The plan, which emerged last
week after months of negotiation
between the White House and the
Senate, drastically scales back
Bush’s original $80 billion plan to
a proposal that will cost about $11
billion, and includes many provi-
sions that will expire after two years.

“This legislation will not only
provide a way for government to en-
courage faith-based programs to ex-
ist without breaching the separation
of church and state, it will also en-
courage charitable giving as well,”
Bush said.

A compromise bill crafted by
Sens. Joe Lieberman, D-Conn., and
Rick Santorum, R-Pa., would create
tax incentives to encourage charita-
ble giving, remove barriers that pre-
vent faith-based social service pro-
viders from qualifying for federal
aid and expand ways to help low-
income working families save mon-
ey.

Previous versions of the bill, in-
cluding a bill passed by House Re-
publicans last summer, were stalled
by concerns about church-state sep-
aration and questions of whether
some faith-based organizations
would be permitted to discriminate
in hiring while receiving federal
funds.

The new bill drops an expansion
of “charitable choice” legislation,
the 1996 welfare reform program
that opened government funding to
faith-based social service groups.

Under the new version, an appli-
cant for government grants cannot
be “disqualified” if it has a religious

name; has facilities that contain re--

ligious art, Scriptures or other sym-
bols; or has religious criteria for
membership on its governing board.

Lieberman said he thinks this
new version will attract support
from both parties, but conceded that

it still has to be reconciled with the
more comprehensive version al-
ready passed by the House.

“This is not just a faith-based bill,”
he said. “It is a civil society bill. It is
aimed at strengthening support for the
broad range of community, civic and
philanthropic groups, including the
religiously affiliated, that are strength-
ening our social fabric.”

The legislation is designed to
help stem what the White House
calls a “charities crisis.” Many
groups have seen a decrease in con-
tributions due to Sept. 11 relief ef-
forts and a weakened economy.

Among the provisions of the
Charity Aid, Recovery and Empow-
erment Act is the creation of a $150
million “Compassion Capital Fund”
that would expand technical assis-
tance for smaller charitable organi-

ter of controversy as groups with
concerns boutchurch-s ate sepe

ninent Umversxty of Pennsylva~
professor who became '
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rect grants to churches and other
- pervasively religious orgamzatxons
that provide social services. The
; measure has passed the House but is
stalled in the Senate. ‘
The plan has both liberal and con-

zations to help them compete for
federal contracts and grants. It also
increases funding of the Social Ser-
vices Block Grant program, which
provides support for community and
faith-based groups, to as much as $2
billion over the next two years.

“The president has been prom-
ised by (Senate Majority) Leader
(Tom) Daschle a vote on this in the
Senate this year,” said Mercy Viana,
a White House spokesperson.

The proposed legislation imme-
diately drew praise and criticism.

" “This consensus package is a leap
forward in the drive to have public
policy support the work of Ameri-
ca’s faith- and community-based
charities with a new infusion of pri-
vate and public resources,” said
Nathan Diament, director of public
policy for the Union of Orthodox

Jewish Congregations..

Barry Lynn, executive director of
Americans United for Separation of
Church and State and a vocal critic
of the original Bush plan, said the
new language still poses threats to
the Constitution.

“The White House claims this
plan will offer equal treatment for
all groups, but it actually gives spe-
cial treatment to religious groups,”
he said.

Santorum said the controversial
expansion of the charitable choice
program eventually could be back
on the table as part of a welfare re-
form package, but urged a vote now
on areas of consensus.

“Let’s pass what we can agree
upon and let’s deal with those other
issues when we take up welfare re-
form,” he said.

Bush at prayer breakfast: ‘Faith will ... give us strength’

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Presi-
dent Bush said the same faith and
prayer that have comforted a
wounded nation since the Sept. 11
terrorist attacks will continue to
guide the country in the uncertain
months and years ahead in the war
against terrorism.

Bush, speaking Feb. 7 at the 50th
annual National Prayer Breakfast,
told a packed hotel ballroom that he
has been comforted by prayers for
him and his family during the na-
tional crisis.

“Since we met last year, millions
of Americans have been led to
prayer,” Bush said. “They have
prayed for comfort in time of grief;
for understanding in a time of an-
ger; for protection in a time of un-
certainty. Many, including me, have
been on bended knee.”
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Bush said the heroism of rescue
workers and the courage of military
personnel in Afghanistan have
shown the importance and need for
faith.

“Tremendous challenges await
this nation, and there will be hard-
ships ahead,” Bush said. “Faith will
not make our path easy, but it will
give us strength for the journey.

“The promise of faith is not the
absence of suffering, it is the pres-
ence of grace,” he said.

The prayer meeting—the first
held since the terrorist attacks—took
on special significance this year.
The hundreds of guests, including
members of Congress, military lead-
ers and rescue heroes, seemed to
embody the national spiritual open-
ness that has emerged since the ter-
rorist attacks.

Sen. John Edwards, D-N.C.,
prayed that “we are stripped and
scarred, oh Lord, and we need the
salve of your love.” Edwards prayed
for “strength and for strength of
character, that we may reach across
aisles and borders and oceans to do
the good that You would have us
do.”

He was joined in prayer by
Bush’s national security adviser,
Condoleezza Rice, whose father was
a Presbyterian minister.

“These have been months when
our intellect has been insufficient to
answer the question of why,” Rice
prayed, “and our vulnerability to
evil and the certainty of our mortal-
ity has been all too clear.”

Much has changed since Bush’s
first appearance at the annual prayer
breakfast a year ago. Just weeks into

office, Bush was trumpeting his plan
to funnel federal fund to religious
charities that provide social services.

After the breakfast, Bush met at the
White House with Sens. Joseph Lie-
berman, D-Conn., and Rick San-
torum, R-Pa., to announce a scaled-
back, compromise version of the plan
(see related article above).

The renewed legislative push,
coupled with Bush’s remarks at the
prayer breakfast, highlighted again the
president’s public embrace of religion
and how its values have shaped his
administration.

“Faith gives the assurance that our
lives and our history have a moral
design,” Bush emphasized. “As indi-
viduals, we know that suffering is
temporary and hope is eternal. As a
nation, we know that the ruthless will
not inherit the Earth.”
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Dr. Richard Jackson. .. Director, Jackson Center for
Evangelism and Encouragement, Brownsville, Texas . . . In his 25
years as senior pastor of North Phoenix Baptist Church in Phoenix,
Arizona, Dr. Jackson baptized more than 20,000 people, the majority
of whom were adults. His current ministry focuses on spiritual growth
and offers church development seminars.

Dr. Joe Stowell.. : President, Moody Bible Institute,
Chicago, Illinois . . . Dr. Stowell was a pastor for 16 years; most
recently Highland Baptist Church, Southfield, Michigan, a church
of more than 1,800 with eight staff members and a Christian
school. A graduate of Cedarville College and Dallas Theological
’ Seminary, he’s written several books including Following Christ,
Loving Christ, and Shepherding the Church.

Y supmanEame

Dr. James Merritt. . . Senior Pastor, First Baptist Church,
Snellville, Georgia . . . As pastor of a 12,000-member church averaging over
3,500 in Bible study, Dr. Merritt brings a wealth of insight into how to reach
people for Christ. He is currently the President of the Southern Baptist
Convention.

Dr. Ed Young, Sr. . » » Senior Pastor, Second Baptist Church,
Houston, Texas . « . Under his leadership since 1978, Second Baptist has
reached people through a dynamic Sunday School while being innovative
in evangelism and outreach. Dr. Young will bring key staff members to
help cast the vision of how they are reaching people for Christ, sharing
principles applicable to churches of all sizes and types.

Evangelism
Conference

ebruary 2

Dr. Walter Malone. . . Senior Pastor and founder of Canaan
Conaan ﬁﬁﬁé@ﬁ@%’? Missionary Baptist Church, Louisville . . . Under Dr. Malone’s leadership
% since 1983, Canaan’s congregation has grown from 97 to over 2,500 and has
@@%&% Church become one of the premier African American congregations in the state. He
has an inspirational passion for preaching and depth of experience.
2840 Hikes Lane

Dr. Ronald Shaver. . . senior Pastor, Little Flock Baptist Church,
Shepherdsville . . . Since 1986, Little Flock has grown from an average
attendance of 200 to 1,300 through building a dynamic Sunday School
and strong, relevant preaching. Dr. Shaver will share his experience of
. growing a church and his passion to see Christ change lives.

Louisville, Kentucky

Dr. lke Reighurd + » «» Senior Pastor, Northstar Church, Kennesaw,
Georgia . . » Ike’s unique approach to speaking engages listeners through
humor, energetic delivery and a humility of having “been there” himself. His
varied audiences include pastors, youth and management in companies like
Delta Air Lines and Chick-fil-A.

David Nasser. .. Billy Graham Evangelistic Association Youth
Rally and Crusade Speaker . . . His family escaped Iran in 1979 in the
midst of a revolution to avoid execution. They eventually came to
America, where through the persistent witness of Christians, David came
to faith in Christ. God has blessed him with an ability to reach the hi-
tech, attention-lacking culture of Generation Next. He brings his
passionate and urgent love of Christ to over 200,000 people annually at revivals, rallies,
camps and schools.

Z KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION
For more information or to register, confact:

Evangelism Growth Team Office
Kentucky Baptist Convention

502.245.4101
or Toll Free Junior Hill ... Evangelist . . . Since 1967 Junior has led over 1,400
1.888.254.5722 revivals and spoken in Evangelism conferences all across the Southern

= ¥ E Baptist Convention. He will bring practical insight, humor and strong biblical
preaching that will challenge and bless.

Visit our Web site:
www.kybaptist.org

H

William Sheals ... senior Pastor, Hopewell Baptist Church,

Norcross, Georgia . . . During his 20 years of leadership, Hopewell’s
membership has grown from 150 to over 10,000, and gone from two
worship services per month to three services per Sunday! Situated on 27
acres with a 10-building campus called the “City of Hope,” Hopewell has
more than 50 ministries.

Breakout Sessions and
Dialogue Luncheons,
including ones

especially for women, . 3
are available during the Jennifer Kennedy Dean ... Conference Leader, Speaker and

Author . . . Jennifer has authored five books and is a popular leader of
. Check th
f{%rgairt‘,c;t f £ :rc e workshops on spiritual life. She and her husband, Wayne founded and work
together in their ministry, The Praying Life Foundation in Missouri.

details.

5 ; _ : Larnelle Harris . . . Contemporary Christian Vocalist
If childcare is needed, call , « o o Passionate Christian vocalist with more than 18 albums, 5
the Evangelism Growth ¥ Grammys and 11 Dove Awards, Larnelle maintains a passion for his work
Team Office. s that finds its roots in Scripture and gives him a powerful command of
communicating God’s word.
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Evangelical leaders question ‘generic language’ Bible

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.—
Evangelical broadcaster James Dob-
son and a group of more than 20 evan- -
gelical scholars have issued statements
opposed to a newly announced “To-
day’s New International Version” of
the Bible.

Zondervan, a Christian publisher
based in Grand Rapids, Mich., and the
International Bible Society announced
Jan. 28 that they would publish the
adaptation of the popular “NIV.”

The Council on Biblical Manhood
and Womanhood released a “state-
ment of concern” signed by a variety
of evangelical officials, including
Bruce Ware, president of the council;
Paige Patterson, president of South-
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary
in Wake Forest, N.C.; and Al Mohler,
president of Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Louisville.

“In light of troubling translation
inaccuracies—primarily (but not ex-

clusively) in relation to gender lan-
guage—that introduce distortions of
the meanings that were conveyed bet-
ter by the original NIV, we cannot
endorse the TNIV translation as suf-
ficiently accurate to commend to the
church,” reads that group’s statement.
In response, International Bible
Society spokeswoman Judy Billings
said: “The TNIV uses a generic lan-
guage only where the meaning of the
text was intended to include both men
and women and these changes reflect
a better understanding of the meaning
of the original Hebrew and Greek.”
She said the Colorado Springs,
Colo.-based society does not consid-
er the TNIV to be “gender-neutral,”
but rather “‘gender-accurate.” All ref-
erences to God remain masculine.
“The TNIV does not neuter any
passage of Scripture,” she said.
Dobson, founder of Focus on the
Family, initially withheld comment on

the translation but later came out
against it.

“I have now received sufficient
feedback from a large number of
evangelical scholars to convince me
that this new work is a step backward
in the field of biblical translation,” he
said in a statement. “Accordingly, I
am now adding my name to the list of
those who disagree with the liberties
(the International Bible Society) has
taken with God’s Word in the new
translation.”

According to a Web site about the
new translation, several evangelical
and Christian leaders also have en-
dorsed the TNIV, including author
Philip Yancey; John Ortberg, teach-
ing pastor at Willow Creek Commu-
nity Church in South Barrington, Ill.;
John Kohlenberger III, editor of the
Exhaustive Concordance to the Greek
New Testament; and Gilbert Bileziki-
an, a professor of biblical studies at

Wheaton College in Wheaton, I11.

The Council for Biblical Manhood
and Womanhood, based in Louisville,
also issued a lengthy list of what it
considers “translation inaccuracies” in
the TNIV.

“The Council on Biblical Man-
hood and Womanhood is disappoint-
ed to announce that many of the
changes in the TNIV actually mis-
translate Greek words, thereby distort-
ing the meaning of the text of the
Word of God,” its officers said in a
statement.

‘Billings said the scholars who
worked on the TNIV are ‘“‘very, very
credible.”

The goal of the TNIV, Billings
said, is to reach “an entire generation
of people who may be turning their
back to the Bible, not seeing the Holy
Scripture as relevant in their life.”
Compiled from reports by Religion News Ser-
vice and Baptist Press

Health plan to insure the unborn draws praise, criticism

WASHINGTON—The U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Ser-
vices plans to allow states to provide
health insurance for fetuses, a pro-
posal cheered by anti-abortion
groups and condemned by organi-
zations supporting abortion rights.

Current regulations define
“child” in the State Children’s
Health Insurance Program as those
younger than 19. The new rule
would include coverage for children
“from conception to age 19,” a state-
ment from the department said.

“Prenatal care for women and
their babies is a crucial part of the
medical care every person should
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have through the course of their life
cycle,” HHS Secretary Tommy
Thompson said Jan. 31.

The proposal, which will be pub-
lished in the Federal Register for
further consideration, could allow
states to make funding available to
low-income pregnant women as
soon as the spring, Thompson said.

The announcement prompted a
range of reactions from groups on
both side of the abortion issue.

Kate Michelman, president of the
National Abortion and Reproductive
Rights Action League, called the plan
the administration’s “latest ploy in its
ongoing stealth campaign to have

government make abortions illegal.”

Gloria Feldt, president of
Planned Parenthood Federation of
America, said the proposal “effec-
tively relegates women to second-
class status.”

Cathleen Cleaver, a spokeswoman
for the Roman Catholic Bishops’ Pro-
Life Secretariat, said abortion rights
groups are “‘seriously misguided” if
they oppose the proposal.

“Denying low-income women ac-
cess to state-insured prenatal care in
the name of abortion is senseless,” she
said.

Richard Land, president of the
Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious

Liberty Commission, said every per-
son “who truly cares about children
and their mothers should applaud and
support” the proposed regulation.

Michael Schwartz, vice president
of government relations for Con-
cerned Women for America, a conser-
vative organization, said: “Common
sense tells us that children’s health
begins with good prenatal care. As we
recognize the humanity of unborn
children whose mothers intend to give
birth, that inevitably raises the ques-
tion: How could we allow these same
children to be killed by abortionists?”
Compiled from reports by Religion News
Service and Baptist Press

Krishnas file bankruptcy over abuse suit

DALLAS (RNS)—In a bid to
thwart a lawsuit that “threatens to shut
down an entire religion,” the Hare
Krishna movement said Feb. 6 it will
file for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protec-
tion this month.

The International Socwty for
Krishna Consciousness announce-
ment comes in response to the filing
of a $400 million child abuse lawsuit
in a Texas state court. Plaintiffs aim
to hold a range of Krishna institutions
liable for sexual, emotional and phys-
ical abuse allegedly suffered in Krish-
na boarding schools during the 1970s

and 1980s.

A federal court dismissed a simi-
lar suit in September on the grounds
that the invoked Racketeer Influenced
and Corrupt Organizations Act did not
apply. Plaintiff attorney Wendell Tur-
ley recently filed the new suit seeking
equal compensation, but this time un-
der state law.

In a plan that must be approved by
bankruptcy court, Krishna leaders pro-
posed establishing a fund for compen-
sating victims. Those who can prove
that they were abused would be com-
pensated in out-of-court settlements.

‘Supreme Court decision, Stenberg-v;camart, -
-~ overturned a “pamal birth” abortion banin
Nebraska because it did not include an exceptnon»
1o protect the health of :the mother "
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Is this all there is?

Ministers: 9/11
forcing people
to think about
life after death

By Jeffrey MacDonald
Religion News Service

ROCKVILLE. Md. (RNS)—Five
months after Americans awoke to hi-
Jjacked airplanes and crumbling sky-
scrapers, signs suggest many have
awakened also to the possibility of
death at any time and are exploring
what it means to be ready. :

“People are still feeling anxious
and unsettled,” said Jerilyn Ross, pres-
ident and CEO of the Anxiety Disor-
ders Association of America.

“A lot of young ones in their 20s
and 30s are facing their own mortali-
ty for the first time,” he added. “They
come in saying, ‘That could have been
me on that plane. I could have been in
that building.””

Unease since Sept. 11 has meant
brisk business for estate attorneys, life
insurance agents and others who help
clients prepare materially for the in-
evitable. Yet for many Americans,
preparations aren’t finished even
though the will is signed.

As it turns out, professionals who
attend to the spiritual side of death—
from clergy to psychologists—also
have been in demand to help wipe
souls clean in the aftermath of Sept.
11. As aresult, the dying increasingly
are not the only ones practicing the
prescribed discipline of making peace
with God and neighbor.

Priests in the New York City area,
for instance, used to hear 10 to 15 con-
fessions on an average day before
Sept. 11, according to Priest Person-
nel Director George Thompson. Now
the 1,100 priests he oversees general-
ly hear 30 to 40. Some have had such
steady requests, they’ve needed to

“If My Money

o

STOP AND THINK People view life-size photos of firefighters and others associated ih the World Trade Center tragedy at a ew

exhibit in Grand Central Station in New York. Church leaders and others say the terrorist events have forced people around the country
to think about their lives and future. (RNS/Reuters phot by Peter Morgan)

schedule extra hours for confession.

New Yorkers and Washingtonians,
who experienced the attacks firsthand,
aren’t the only ones exhibiting fresh
passion for getting the soul in order.
A range of corporations have seen so
much new demand among employees
for those with “a spiritual dimension
to their counseling” that the 3,000-
member American Association of
Pastoral Counselors has had to scram-
ble to meet the need.

“The feedback we’re getting is that
there has definitely been a heightened
interest among employers to include
pastoral counselors” in employee as-

Call Lon
Insurance Experts NOW!

Runs Out Before
I Do, What

Happens Next?”

Plan Now For Long
Term Care Insurance

Stan Markham Carol James
South-central and

Western Kentucky
Local # (270) 782-8636 Toll-free: (800) 227-1394

@ We bring good things to life.

sistance programs, said Roy Wood-
ruff, executive director of the AAPC.
“The myth of security (in money and
health) just got shattered, so people are
going to look for a deeper sense of
spiritual security than they ever even

knew they needed.”

Gaining spiritual security when
facing death includes overcoming
anxiety and guilt, according to those
interviewed for this story. How some-
one might succeed in that, however,
is a matter of philosophical difference
among counselors.

Pastor Bob Connors asks those pre-
paring for death, “Is there anyone you

Term Care

Louisville
Local # (502) 245-3966

Insurance products underwritten by General Electric
Capital Assurance Company ; 81669

need to speak to, or write to, to resolve
and settle things?” Making amends
with family members or others in
strained relationships is essential to
removal of guilty feelings at any age,
he said.

“Parents sometimes die with an
unresolved disagreement, and chil-
dren live with that for years,” said
Connors, pastor of the Church of the
Immaculate Conception in Newbury-
port, Mass.

Many people know such things can
happen yet fail to make amends be-
cause doing so is difficult, Connors
said. But since Sept. 11 “they have
definitely been confronted by the
question of whether everything is too
messy to put it back on the shelf.”

In her practice as a clinical social
worker, Ross reports a recent increase
in clients beset with anxiety, guilt and
fear of death. Yet much of what they
need, she says, is assurance that their
guilt is often unfounded.

“They come in saying, ‘I know this
is trivial, but ...” because they feel
guilty having their own problems right
now,” Ross said. “I sometimes tell
them to go get a massage, go to the
gym, get an extra hour of sleep. They
may need permission to do it.”

As time passes, general interest in
the harder work of being spiritually
prepared for death is apt to wane, ac-
cording to Connors and Thompson.

. Connors notes church attendance re-

turned to normal levels this fall and
Christmas. Yet both agree a new
awareness of mortality has come to
pass, even though its long-term sig-
nificance will take years to manifest.

“We may have learned,” Thomp-
son said, “that there’s more to this life
than the next 40 years of earthly ex-
istence.”
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“There has
definitely been a
heightened
interest among
employers to
include pastoral
counselors.”

Roy Woodruff, executive
director of the American
Association of Pastoral
Counselors




THANKING GOD
Guatemalan Christians pray
over members of Second
Baptist Church in
Springfield, Mo., as the
volunteers prepare to
return to the United States.
Members of Second Baptist
partnered with local
Christians to share the
gospel with every home in
El Jicaro as part of
Operation GO, a plan to
take the gospel to all 28
million homes in the region
during the next four years.
(BP photo)

10

Strategy seeks to saturate Central Amerlca with gospel

By Brittany Conner
SBC International Mission Board

EL JICARO, Guatemala (BP)—
Southern Baptists and other Great
Commission Christians are launching
an ambitious plan to take the gospel
to all 28 million homes in Central
America during the next four years.

Volunteers, missionaries and na-
tional Baptists will saturate the region
with Christian material as part of Op-
eration Gospel Outreach, or Operation
GO.

Bob Roberts, director of the Great
Commission Network Center at Sec-
ond Baptist Church in Springfield,
Mo., has led a volunteer team to EIl
Jicaro, Guatemala, as part of a test case
for Operation GO.

The team prayerwalked the area
before distributing tracts and transla-
tions of the Gospel of John.

“By bathing it with prayer, God

opened up a lot of doors,” Roberts
said.

Many residents -cpened their
homes to the team out of curiosity.

“They respect gringos and would
invite us into their homes,” he said.
“When they found out we were men
of God, they would ask us to pray for
their sick children. They were so ex-
cited to find someone to pray with
them.”

But the team also encountered
painful reminders of the city’s non-
Christian population. Many churches
in the area were locked shut.

“We met a 103-year-old man cry-
ing like a baby ... because the church
was padlocked,” Roberts said. “When
he saw us, he praised God because he
thought we were there to open the
church.”

Organizers recognize that Opera-
tion GO faces formidable barriers.

Some villages are located in hard-
to-reach areas, requiring days of trav-
el. Linguistically, millions of Central
Americans do not speak Spanish.
There are at least 260 distinct ethnic
languages. The low rate of literacy

_makes printed material useless among

many residents.

“We have made the mistake for too
many years in thinking that somehow
a person who can recognize their
name on paper and can count to 10
can read the Bible and understand the
truth,” said Ken Sorrell, the Southern
Baptist International Mission Board’s
field strategy associate for that region.

For that reason, the Gospel of John
and other Christian materials also are

ARING THE FAITH A

28 million homes in Central America soon will have their

own copies of the gospel thanks to thousands of volunteers who will be working with
Operation Gospel Outreach. Southern Baptists and other Great Commission Christians
are partnering to share the gospel with every household in Central America during the

next four years.

available in audio formats.

“It is important to note that this is
not an evangelistic thrust; it’s pre-
evangelistic seed-sowing,” Sorrell
said. “We would like-everyone to have
access to the gospel at least once in
their lifetime.”

Gospel saturation is a fast and easy
method to share the gospel with as
many people as possible. It does not
require fluency in the language and
volunteers do not need prior missions
experience.

Roberts and Second Baptist
Church are organizing volunteers

from the United States to participate
in Operation GO. At least 200 teams
are needed this year to conduct the
gospel saturation. That number should
double next year.

“I really think Operation GO is a
vital part of making sure that every-
body everywhere gets to know the
gospel,” Roberts said. “The only way
to do that is to mobilize individuals
who are willing to go.”

For information about Operation
GO, call Bob Roberts at (417) 887-
3111, ext. 137, or e-mail him at bob
@secondbaptist.org.

Christian Camping Internation-
al is an organization that brings to-
gether Christian camps and confer-
ence centers from across the coun-
try and around the world. Once a
year, 1,000 or more of us attend the
CCI convention. The annual meet-
ing takes place the week after
Thanksgiving, so this year’s con-
vention is a long way away.

However, the theme
for this year’s conference
is “The Unexplored Pas-
sage.” In a recent publi-
cation, one of the CCI
staff wrote a paragraph
that is particularly appro-
priate to our ministries at
Cedarmore and Jonathan
Creek, and to churches
and other ministries as
well: “The Unexplored
Passage theme ... draws
attention to the fact that

Charting uncharted waters

KENTUCKY
BAPTIST
ASSEMBLIES

Rusty Ellison

passage for our ministries. There is
no question that “unexplored pas-
sages” can be risky. There is no
question that “unexplored passag-
es” require us to expend a great deal
of energy, passion and effort as we
seek to steer the ship through wa-
ters that may prove to be challeng-
ing. “Unexplored passage” implies
that we have never been that way
- before.

In the first four and a
half years of our KBA
ministry, we have moved
into unexplored passages
several times as we
moved outside the “tradi-
tional” model and expec-
tation for youth camping
ministry in Kentucky.
But the risk is worth it.
While we serve all ages
all year in our conference
and retreat ministry, our
heartbeat is to reach the

in fast-paced ministry
like Christian camping, it’s easier to
travel familiar channels than to take
the time to investigate new oppor-
tunities and new ways to do things.
In a progressive culture ... impact-
ed by current events, technological
advances, partnerships, shrinking
borders and increased expectations,
finding new formats and taking new
actions may bring new excitement
to ministries that are all too com-

‘There is no question that “famil-
iar channels” often provide safe

mon to campers, guests and staff.” -

younger generation for Christ. As
the paragraph above states, we sin-
cerely believe that we must find
new formats and take new actions
to bring new excitement to minis-
tries that can become all too com-
mon to campers, guests and staff.
To God be ‘the glory. We pray
He will guide us through the unex-
plored passages we seek to navigate
for His Kingdom.
Rusty Ellison is president of Kentucky
Baptist Assemblies, Box 37, Bagdad, KY
40003. Call (502) 747-8911

“Secret Longings of the Heart”

featuring Carol Kent

March 1-2
Immanuel Baptist Church
3100 Tates Creek Road
$15 in advance € $20 at the door

www.ibc-lex.org
859-269-5715 ext. 101
859-266-3174
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Three ‘new’ kids

There are many things that com-
pete for our attention in this life. The
situation here at Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children is no different,
especially for those of us who don’t
have the privilege of spending dai-
ly time with the children, teenagers
and families in our care. That is why
we ask our program directors to
share with us periodically about a
child or teenager who has
really touched their lives.
It keeps us focused on
what is most important.

Take Betty for exam-
ple. She’s a special-edu-
cation student who came
to us four years ago with
a long history of truancy
and fighting at school.
Naturally, she didn’t
have a lot of friends. Part
of Betty’s problem is that
her father was killed
when she was only 10, so

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

Bill Smithwick

Brandon is living at one of our
campuses and had a chance to visit
his family during Christmas. The
KBHC staffer who drove Brandon
back to the campus after the holi-
day had a shock when he arrived to
pick up Brandon. The boy’s stepfa-
ther had tears in his eyes. “He ex-
plained to me that I'd delivered to
him a different young man than the
one who had left his
house months earlier,”
the staffer said. A once
rebellious boy was now
“a joy to be around,” ex-
hibiting kindness, consid-
eration and a genuine
concern for his family,
especially his siblings.

Then there’s Kathy.
She came to us a quiet,
timid girl who didn’t like
herself very much.
Kathy’s foster family and
foster care staff knew she

she had a lot of unre-
solved grief to work through before
she could reach a place of emotion-
al health.

After being in foster care, Betty
is making great progress. Her fos-
ter family lives on a farm, and Betty
loves working with animals. She is
involved in Future Farmers of
America and showed lambs at last
year’s Kentucky State Fair. She’s
also on the high school soccer team.
Betty’s making friends, and, best of
all, her heart is healing.

was a wonderful girl and
had a lot to offer, so they worked
hard to convince Kathy of this. It
seems to have worked. The shy girl
who had such serious self-esteem
problems was voted homecoming
queen at her middle school last fall.

This is why we care. This is why
you care, too. We all need remind-
ing from time to time.

Bill Smithwick is president of Kentucky
Baptist Homes for Children. Contact KBHC
at (800) 456-1386 or at www. kbhc.org

Sullivan awards
By Robert Dunston

Each year at our Founder’s
Day convocation, Cumberland
College presents the Mary
Mildred Sullivan and Algernon
Sydney Sullivan awards.

The awards honor a graduating
senior female student and male
student who have demonstrated
outstanding spiritual
qualities, good academ-
ic performance, excel-
lent leadership and in-

CUMBERLAND
COLLEGE

Charles Christian Key, son of

‘James and Dottie Key of Will-

iamsburg, received the Algernon
Sydney Sullivan Award. Key is
majoring in biology with a minor

" in chemistry and also has main-

tained a perfect 4.0 grade point
average at Cumberland.

Key is a five-time All-Ameri-
can in track and field. He ran as
a member of Cumber-
land’s two-time NAIA
championship  relay
team that was ranked
12th in the world in

volvement in extra-cur-
ricular activities.
Jennifer Leigh Cox,
daughter of Michael
Cox of Macomb Town-
ship, Mich., received
the Mary Mildred Sulli-
van Award. Cox is an

1999. After his gradua-
tion, Key plans to attend
the University of Ken-
tucky Medical School.
Cox and Key repre-
sent the fine students we
at Cumberland College

elementary education
major with an emphasis in science
who has maintained a perfect 4.0
grade point average at Cumber-
land College.

Cox has been inducted into the
freshman honor society, the edu-
cation honor society and Who’s
Who Among Students in Ameri-
can Universities and Colleges.

For the last several years she has
been active on campus in a variety
of ministries and off campus at the
Williamsburg City School. After
graduation. she plans to continue
her education and eventually teach
on the college level.

are privileged to teach
and nurture in faith. Their com-
mitment to Christ, academics and
service provide inspiration to all
of us. We pray God’s blessing on
them as they continue their edu-
cation and mature in Christian
faith to become leaders in His
work.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland Col-
lege, 6000 College Station Dr.,
Williamsburg, KY 40769

NOW LET US PRAY
FOR OLIR LOVED ONES
IN AFGHANISTAN...

Doug Marlette

OLR SURFACE-TO-AIR
GROUND SUPPORT /

Church of the Covered Dish Thom Tapp
I'M SORRY ALL THAT YELLING AND WITH YOUR WHOLE
ELI, BUT YOU AND SCREAMING CONGREGATION DOING IT
ARE GOING TO AND CRYING EVERY TIME YOU PREACH...

HAVE TO CUT
(€ % BACK ON YOUR
P\ PREACHING

IS ENOUGH TO
GET TO
ANYONE!

Bible CGrossword
Across

1. “Abraham builtan ____
(Genesis 22:9)

5. “After these ____ " (Genesis
22:1)

10. Public transportation

12. Needed for a shower

13. “Where is the lamb for a
____offering?” (Genesis

”

22:7)
14. Irish freedom fighters, abbr.
16. Peter said, “ , we have

left all” (Mark 10:28)

17. Male pronoun

18.“____took all the silver” (1
Kings 15:18) ;

19. Study for an exam

21. Exclamation

22. Asian beast of burden

24. Concern

26. Isaac’s replacement (Genesis

22:13)

28. First person pronoun

29. Place where Mary and
Joseph found no room

30. Preposition that indicates
belonging

32. Where Abraham went to
sacrifice Isaac (Genesis
22:2)

34. He “laid the wood ____
order” (Genesis 22:9)

37. “God will __" (Genesis
22:8)

39. “l and the lad will ____
yonder” (Genesis 22:5)

40. Company, abbr.

41. The opposite of followed

42. Irish county, abbr.

43. Lemon thirst quencher

44, Elongated fish

46. “Abraham and the ____ went
together” (Genesis 22:5)

48. Adjective suffix indicating
nationality or “somewhat”

49, Simile preposition

50. “Abraham roseup ___ "
(Genesis 22:3)

51. Abraham took three ____ to
reach the mountain (Genesis
22:4)

© 2000 Barbour Publishing
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Down

2. The kind of job your car needs

3. “God tested " (Genesis
22:1)

4. What a baseball player wants

5. Where the ram was caught
(Genesis 22:13)

6. Abraham’s son

7. Negative

8. Guy’s date

9. Voiced

11. “None can ____his hand”
(Daniel 4:35)

15. Transportation on tracks,
abbr. -

17. The story’s main character

20. Northeastern state

21. Either

23. Sky fellow, abbr.

25. Nurses, abbr. -

27. Where Abraham was told to
go (Genesis 22:2)

31.____ up, excited

33. “The _____of the Lord called
unto him” (Genesis 22:11)

35. A swollen mass of tissue

36. The _____ was laid on the altar
(Genesis 22:9)

37. “Abraham. . .saw the ____
afar off” (Genesis 22:4)

38. “Abraham lifted up his __"
(Genesis 22:4)

40. School group

42. “Pharaoh. . .soughtto ____
Moses” (Exodus. 2:15)

45. Inquiring noise

47. Qverhead train

Look for solution in next
week’s Western Recorder
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*;mterrupted the tnak on Feb. 1 with the revelatlon and

- maintained hIS posmon when questioned by the judge. .

' id not want them to come to _

, e packed courtroom in
rance Presse reported .

ane n‘ gmup accgsed of lmlla_; .

: : ndia (RNS)—-—One of the 17 people on
trial for brutally murdermg Australian missionary Graham
Stam_es and vhts two-vsons has clalmed sole responsmlhty for

in the car due t cold weathe mékmg an overmght stop in
the village of Manohapur as they traveled from their
hometown of Banpada to Keonjhar in the eastern state of

By Elaine Ruth Fletcher
Religion News Service

JERUSALEM (RNS)—A recent
meeting of Christian, Jewish and Mus-
lim leaders in Alexandria, Egypt, may
have set a new precedent in bringing
together officially sponsored religious
leaders from Israel and the Palestin-
ian Authority.

But given the new escalation of
Islamic suicide attacks and Israeli re-
taliatory raids over the past several
days, many observers are doubtful the
spirit of the lofty resolutions reached
by the religious figures will filter
down to the public.

Among the key achievements of
the Jan. 21-22 conference was a mul-
tifaith declaration denouncing vio-
lence against civilians.

The gathering, convened by Arch-
bishop of Canterbury George Carey
of the Church of England, also creat-
ed the first mechanism for more meet-
ings between officially sponsored
Jewish religious leaders from Israel
and Muslim religious leaders repre-
senting the Palestinian Authority.

“In this region, personal connec-
tions are the key to establishing polit-
ical connections,” said Moni Mor-
dechai, an aide to deputy Israeli for-
eign minister Rabbi Michael Melchior
and leader of the Israeli delegation.

“The good social atmosphere and
the connections that were built in this
summit are probably going to be a

- good basis for establishing a long-
term relationship among the partici-
pants, to at least achieve a basis for

Israeli, Palestinian faith Ieaders meet face-to-face

GRIM PROSPECTS Area religious leaders are pessimistic that a recent meeting between
religious leaders from the Holy Land can halt violence in that region. B Left: Speakers at -
a press conference during the meeting include (from left) Sheikh Mohammed Sayyed
Tantawi, grand imam of Egypt’s Al-Azhar mosque; Anglican Archibishop George Carey;
Rabbi Michael Melchior, Israel’s deputy foreign minister; and Bakshi Doron, Israel’s chief
rabbi of Sephardic Jews. M Right: /sraeli rescue workers treat a wounded man after a
Palestinian suicide bomber blew himself up in Tel Aviv Jan. 25. (RNS/Reuters photos by

Aladin Abdel Naby and Havakuk Levison)

discourse among religious leaders

. who conduct millions of believers,” he

added.

Some of the key Muslim delegates
had never met a Jewish colleague be-
fore in such a forum, said Rabbi Dav-
id Rosen, Israeli liaison to the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee.

“It was very interesting to hear
their stereotypes of rabbis being ex-
treme and hostile, which were mirror
images of the stereotypes many rab-
bis hold vis-a-vis Muslim religious
figures,” he said. Mordechai added:
“We can continue arguing and dis-
agreeing on numerous issues, but one
thing that is important is not to dehu-
manize each other.”

Still, many religious observers in
the region remain pessimistic about
the ability of religious figures to ad-
dress the roots of the political conflict

“or contribute concrete solutions.

“These meetings do not have any
impact. This is the feeling on the street
as well,” said Mustapha Abu Sway,
director of the Islamic Research Cen-
ter at Al Kuds University, and a past
participant in such meetings.

Abu Sway said the Palestinian
Muslim leaders who participated in
the meeting are largely “detached”
from the public, and don’t wield suf-
ficient power within the Palestinian
Authority to make a difference either.
Notably, Sheikh Ekrima al Sabri, the
mufti of Al Aksa mosque and a polit-
ical hardliner, was not at the meeting.

Similarly, Abu Sway noted, Isra-
el’s Melchior, although he is deputy
foreign minister, represents a small
religious peace movement which is a
minority voice in the hardline govern-
ment of Prime Minister Ariel Sharon.

‘Give, and it will be given to you’

From my office windows I have a great view
in two directions. From one window I can see
Campbell Hall, which opened in 1994. Campbell
Hall was built as a result of the bountiful flow of
donated goods given to us for years. Before 1994
we did not have any inside, dry, clean storage for
the donated items we were blessed to receive.

As I write this article, I can see one of our four
24-foot-long trucks loading and unloading donat-
ed goods. Normally, several times a day I observe
tons of items being unloaded or loaded.
We take in far more donated food than
anything else. During the mid and late
’80s, the amount of food we received
equaled a pickup truck load once or
twice a week, often cookies and crack-
ers. In the early '90s, the amount and
variety of food increased. Storage al-
ways had been a problem, so we began |
to consider the construction of a stor- |
age building.

When Campbell Hall was complet-
ed in the fall of 1994, we began to use
our new storage facility immediately. I
am not sure if any of us thought we ever

1990 alumnus C.W. Turner said

Former pastor now in evangelistic work

er stated.

THIS IS
ONEIDA

W.F. Underwood

needed more freezer space. We had one walk-in
freezer at the rear of the kitchen and a very large
walk-in freezer used to store the pork and beef we
raise on our farm. We were receiving tons of per-
ishable food that could be used over weeks or
months if we had additional freezer storage. An-
other walk-in freezer was built next to Campbell
Hall. The new 4,000-cubic-foot freezer was filled
in just a few weeks. After only six months, we
decided that we needed another 4,000-cubic-foot
freezer. Just one year after the first
freezer was added, the second was put
into use. One of the first items put in
the new freezers was $18,000 worth of
100 percent orange juice at our cost. We
would be able to serve it during the next
several months.

The school already had two small
walk-in coolers, but the fresh fruits and
vegetables we were receiving weekly
made the need for a much larger one
obvious. Looking at our options, it ap-
peared that converting the old, partially
underground potato house into a cooler
was our best choice. Half of the potato

his call to full-time evangelism
“started as a layman in an evange-
listic church. Later as a pastor I had
an intense burden to reach the lost
and lead the church to reach out to
people where they were.”

Turner is a former pastor of Riv-
erside Baptist Church in Bell Coun-

Turner and his wife, Terry, also
lead marriage and family retreats.
Married 26 years, they have one
son, two daughters and three grand-
children.

The Turners married right out of
high school. He received a call to
preach that summer, and they visit-
3 ) ed Clear Creek when he was age 18.

After 15 years as a 2 The school had a policy
pastor,fuhlils burden grew NWNi\:WH:{dd¢
into a full-time ministry.

In February 2001, Turn- CHRONICLE

er launched The Ninety
and Nine Ministry, based
in Chickamauga, Ga.

“I thank the Lord for
the way He has opened
doors of opportunity,”
Turner said. In the past
year he has conducted
revivals in five states, the
farthest in Chicago. “I
enjoyed being a pastor,

that prohibited admission
for anyone under 21.

“I had talked with
school officials, but they
didn’t know my age. On
the day we visited the
campus LeRoy Peterson
told me I had to wait. It
broke my heart. I should
not have waited so long
to come back, but God
did some other prepara-
tion on me in that time,”
Turner said.

Bill Whittaker

would have enough to fill this building,
with more than 11,000 square feet of storage.
Within a very few weeks it became apparent that
the Lord was blessing us with unbelievable quan-
tities of food, school and office supplies, cloth-
ing, cleaning supplies, furniture and much more.

It-was as if God had been waiting for us to
build the structure so He could fill it. The intend-
ed solution to a storage problem quickly became
a new dilemma: What would we do with the tons
of extra donated goods? It became apparent that
we would have to hire someone to be in charge of
these items.

Another problem also became obvious: We

but I sensed for some
years that God’s ministry gifts for
me were in evangelism.”

According to Turner, “Individ-
ual church members need to take
seriously their role in the body of
Christ. Some are willing to accept a
position of leadership, but they are
not bold with the gospel. There are
5o many lost people, and it takes all
of the church to do the job of evan-
gelism.

“My commitment is to do what-
ever I can to help the church,” Turn-

The Knoxville, Tenn.,
native had a good job with a print-
ing company and seemed to be
headed in a successful direction
with his life. “God changed it all; T
could not get away from the call,”
Turner said. “We moved to Clear
Creek when I was age 28. The
teachers really helped me. Dr.
Pomeroy was especially good to
me.”

house was partitioned off and a new
cooling system was installed, which gave us 5,000
cubic feet of additional cooler space.

It would be hard to estimate the amount of
donated items given to us, but I feel safe in saying
that we receive about 40 tons per month. We have
been so blessed that we are now a major donor to
about 75 other charities. Most of these charities
are small churches that help distribute food and
other items to some of the neediest families here
in the mountains of Eastern Kentucky.

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, P.0. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www.oneida
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College, Pineville, KY 40977
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BOOKS/MUSIC

Author o "‘Beyand .
;Bel:ef’ tells stories

- of missionaries
seemg God at work

BIRM]NGHAM ‘Ala (BP)-—
“I believe in miracles. Always
have; always ° wi
' bara Joiner in the

As the 1’s Mlssmnary'
Union emphasm book for 2001-
2002, Joiner’s book recounts
moving tales of how God has
worked through missionaries
seeking to share God’s love
_throug hout the world. »
~ Interposed with blbhcal sto-
ries, the modern-day miracles re-
mind readers that God still works.
wonders. Bible characters are not
the only people who have es-
caped down the Nile River or -
_ been untouched by a blazmg fire .
meant to devour them. .
“Beyond Belief!” features .
‘missionaries who have faced

such trying circumstances, only

' to become stronger in their faith.
_Joiner denies being a great

Bible scholar, but she asserts that
God is a great teacher. “The Bi-
ble stories were obv1ous As I
wrote missionary stories, Bible
stories came to mind,” she said.

* Asked what stories were most
meanmgful Joiner said, “Well, I
could Just start at the ﬁrst chap—

meaningful than ar
all )f the storxes ‘
: _- of t:

shouldn tbe abou

Membpbers insist
breakup rumors
are unfounded

By Doug Pullen
Religion News Service

NASHVILLE (RNS)—DC Talk
is not breaking up. Rumors of the
Christian pop trio’s imminent demise
spread like wildfire last year when DC
Talk’s members started releasing solo
albums.

But Toby “tobyMac” McKeehan,
Kevin “Max’ Smith and Michael Tait
say they have no intention of splitting
up. They just want to do their own
things after their recently launched
group tour ends this month.

The group postponed a fall tour
originally designed to focus mostly on
the songs from each member’s solo
albums, which were released last year.
They’d planned to perform separate
solo sets, then do a set of DC Talk

songs at the end. But fans were con- -

fused by the idea, some certain that a
breakup was in the works. Their reac-
tion, and the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks,
forced them to rethink the idea.

Instead, the group is bookending
15-minute solo segments between DC
Talk sets on this tour, which launched
last month. Each member is bringing
along backing musicians to supple-
ment DC Talk’s six-member group.

“We look at it as a positive move,”
singer Tait said of the group/solo tour
concept, “but it was a little freaky on
the front end. People thought we were
breaking up. But, like I like to say, it
was just another step in the evolution
of DC Talk.”

That’s an evolution that began
in the late 1980s, when DC Talk
emerged on the Christian pop scene
with an infectious mix of pop melo-
dies and hip-hop beats. The group has
taken on a more experimental rock
and pop sound, culminating in its big-
gest record, 1995’s grungy “Jesus
Freak,” and its most ambitious one,
1998’s “Supernatural.”

The idea to pursue solo projects
goes back several years, Tait said, as
he and Smith began to contribute more
ideas to the songs McKeehan wrote

DC TALK Band members, shown here during the Billy Graham evangelistic event in
Louisville last year, say they plan to focus on personal projects for the rest of the year
before regrouping.

with other collaborators. “‘Supernatu-
ral” is the first DC Talk album in
which nearly all of the material was
co-written by all three of them. After
touring the record for nearly a year,
the group felt it was time for a break.
“We felt a bit thin on material for
DC Talk,” Tait said. “We felt like af-
ter five records, ‘Supernatural’ being
the fifth, we’d given quite a bit, and
we felt kind of burnt out after 11 years
of touring. ... Before we get to the point
of, ‘Let’s kill each other,” we thought
it was a good time to take a break, re-
evaluate and chart out Chapter 2.”
He was the first to author a solo
record, releasing “Empty” last sum-
mer with his four-piece rock band,
Tait. Smith followed in August with
“Stereotype Be,” an ambitious hybrid
of pop, art rock and ethnic music.
McKeehan, the group’s founder, main
writer and co-producer, followed with
November’s “Momentum,” which re-
visits and updates the hip-hop and
rock elements that were at the fore-
front of the band’s early sound.
Tait’s and McKeehan’s records
have done the best commercially,
while Smith’s record is the most crit-
ically acclaimed, if more daring for the

Christian pop and rock audience. Each
of them will tour with their own bands
after the DC Talk tour ends this
month. They plan to promote the solo
records for the rest of this year, then
regroup next year.

“I’ve opened up Chapter 2 of my
life,” Tait said. “This isn’t a side
project. It’s something that will go on
probably down the road. If it’s not part
of DC’s evolution, then it will go on
beyond it, like Phil Collins and Gene-
sis.”

Ultimately, they say, DC Talk will
benefit from the creative elbow room
these solo efforts have created. “This
was not only a creative adventure ar-
tistically, but also, I think, the time and
space is going to be good for us,”
McKeehan said.

Smith said they’re just emulating
their own heroes, artists who have
staked their reputations on moving
forward, not rehashing successful for-
mulas.

“It’s the group that can stand the
test of time and constantly change that
everybody looks to, like R.E.M., U2
and the Beatles,” he said. “That’s the
kind of band DC Talk always strived
to be like.”

‘Jabez’ threatens lawsuit against Lexington gay-friendly company

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

LEXINGTON (RNS)—The pub-
lisher of the best-selling book “The
Prayer of Jabez” threatened a gay-
friendly Web site with a lawsuit un-
til the site manager pulled a picture
of the book’s cover from the site.

Dotti Berry, the owner of Phoe-
nix Communications, a diversity-
training business in Lexington, Ky.,
said she started “The Jabez Founda-
tion” Web site in 2000 before she
heard of the book.

The site and foundation, dedicat-
ed to affirming gays as being among
“all God’s children,” opens with the
Bible verse (1 Chronicles 4:10)
made famous by the book by Bruce
Wilkinson. A picture of the book

and ordering information have been
deleted.

In February 2001, a lawyer for
Multnomah Publishers sent Berry a

-letter saying her promotion of the

book was “not appropriate,” setting
off months of discussions between

the Web site manager and the pub- .

lisher. In the end, Berry pulled the
picture of the book from the site and
stopped distributing it after selling
“a couple of hundred” copies.

“I never dreamed that somebody
would not be excited about saying
that we are all God’s children,” Ber-

ry said in an interview. “I was a lit- -

tle bit stunned.”

The book, first published in April
2000, has sold more than 9 million
copies and has been particularly pop-
ular in evangelical Christian circles.

Berry, a lesbian, recently made the
dispute public to demonstrate what
she calls anti-gay discrimination.

But in a statement responding to a
news release by Berry, Multnomah
and Wilkinson said her explanation of
the issue included “inaccuracies.”

_“Multnomah and Dr. Wilkinson’s
interactions with Ms. Berry were not
directed at her personal beliefs and
preferences, but at the protection of ...
intellectual property rights,” reads the
statement furnished by a lawyer for
Multnomabh.

The statement adds that the display
on her page “inappropriately used
Multnomabh'’s intellectual property to
create an implied affiliation and en-
dorsement that if not addressed could
lead to the diminished value of the
intellectual property rights and impair

Multnomah’s ability to protect such
rights in the future.”

Berry, an adviser to Soulforce, an
interfaith group that affirms gays, said
she tried to solve the dispute through
dialogue. But her attempts at meeting
with Wilkinson were unsuccessful and
she eventually removed the book from
the site in the fall.

“Dr. Wilkinson respectfully con-
sidered Ms. Berry’s request for a face-
to-face meeting, but because of his
many commitments and the excessive
demands on his time, he declined such
a meeting,” the statement from Mult-
nomah and Wilkinson said.

Berry’s foundation, and the site,
are continuing without mention of
Wilkinson’s book—other than infor-
mation about her interpretation of why
it is no longer on the site.
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“Before we get to
the point of, ‘Let’s
kill each other,’
we thought it was
a good time to
take a break, re-
evaluate and chart
out Chapter 2.”

DC Talk member
Michael Tait
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PEOPLE

PRAYER

PARTNERS

Please pray for these

people and projects,
which are part of
Kentucky Baptists’
partnership with Baptists
in Poland, Europe and
New England:

M Global Outreach, the
Southern Baptist minis-
try to the Winter Olym-
pics in Salt Lake City.
Executive Director Beth
Ann Williams is a native
of Williamsburg.

B The desire of
missionaries to begin
strong churches in
Mokotow, the heart of
Warsaw, Poland. About
250,000 people live in
the area which includes
several embassies and a
prestigious university.

M The 300 people who
watched the “Jesus” film
recently in Moscow and
the 225 people who
watched it-in Voc,
Russia.

M Nellie, who was the
language teacher for
several missionaries in
Russia. Recently, she
has been very ill and
missionaries ask for
prayer for her healing
and for her to come to
know Jesus as Savior.

M Money for the Baptist
Convention of New
England to equip a

disaster relief feeding
unit. Currently, the
convention shares a unit
with the Baptist
conventions in New
York, Maryland and
Pennsylvania/South
Jersey.

M [nternational Baptist
Church in Sofia,
Bulgaria, as members
minister to refugees in
the midst of a very cold
winter. Many of the
refugees are Moslem.
This ministry, write
missionaries James and
Audrey Duke, “opens so
many doors to lead
people to Christ.”

14

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by staff

B CADIZ—Liberty Point Church
called Larry Wilson as interim pas-
tor. :

White Oak Church called Paul
Fredricks as interim pastor.
B ERLANGER—David Wallace
has resigned as minister of educa-
tion and administration at Erlanger
Church to become associate pastor
of family life at Montgomery Com-
munity Church in Cincinnati.

CRUISE: Adults from your
church are invited to join a group of
Kentucky Baptists on an Alaskan
cruise. The cruise is on the brand new
ship Star Princess and is scheduled for
June 8-15 with an optional land tour.
For more information or a brochure,
call toll-free, (877) 557-0073. If nec-
essary, leave message.

FOR SALE: Nineteen oak veneer
pews, length: 11' 6", padded in gold
cloth. Call (502) 543-8477 or 957-
4480.

FOR SALE: New and used buses
and vans. New 2001 Ford/Glaval 25-
passenger demonstrator; new 2000
Dodge raised-roof van with wheel-
chair lift, $28,200; 1996 Chev/Eldo-
rado 30-passenger, low miles, loaded,
$34,900; 1995 Ford/MetroTrans Die-
sel 14-passenger, no CDL; 1993 Ford/

_ Eldorado Diesel 25-passenger, high

miles, $5,900; 1988 Ford/Supreme
21-passenger with luggage rack,
$5,000. Call for details: (800) 582-
7118.

SEEKING: Interim children’s
ministry director for Erlanger Baptist
Church in Northern Kentucky. This is
a part-time, paid position requiring 15
to 20 hours a week. The ministry en-
compasses birth through 5th grade.
The director would be in charge of
planning, promoting and staffing Sun-
day school, extended session child-
care, Wednesday evening disciple-
ship, fellowship opportunities, and
working alongside existing leadership
for vacation Bible school. If interest-
ed, please mail your resumé to Er-
langer Baptist Church, 116 Common-
wealth Ave., Erlanger, KY 41018,
Attn: children’s ministry. For ques-
tions, please call (859) 727-2588.

SEEKING: Secretary for the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention, family min-
istry department. Position requires
secretarial experience and computer
application skills. This full-time posi-
tion offers competitive salary and ben-
efits package. Contact administrative
services department, Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention, Louisville, Ky. (502)
244-6468.

SEEKING: Minister of students
and Christian activities. Full-time ca-
reer position. Requires strong leader-
ship skills and organizational skills.
Experience preferred. Excellent com-
pensation package. Respond to:
Search Committee, Hurstbourne Bap-
tist Church, 8800 Shelbyville Road,
Louisville, KY 40222.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for
Ashby Lane Baptist Church. Send re-
sumé to: Robert Marquess, c/o church,
6617 Ashby Lane, Louisville; KY
40272.

WESTERN RECORDER M FEBRUARY 12, 2002

B GREENSBURG—Greasy Creek
Church called Landon Hadley as
interim pastor. ,

B HARLAN—Harlan Church or-
dained Russell Alred and Claude
Wilson as deacons Feb. 3. John Dit-
ty is pastor. )

B HODGENVILLE—First Church
called Dave Levee as youth minister.
B LEXINGTON—Immanuel
Church will host a golden anniver-

SEEKING: First Baptist Church,
Richmond, Ky., a church of approxi-
mately 1,400 resident members, is
seeking a full-time church administra-
tor. Applicant should be a current
member of a Southern Baptist church
and possess a bachelor’s degree or
higher, with appropriate training to
manage business and fiscal affairs,
supervise personnel and provide facil-
ities management. Resumés and re-
quests for a complete job description
should be sent to Barbara Sowders,
710 Barnes Mill Road, Richmond,
KY 40475-3516.

SEEKING: Finchville Baptist
Church, located in Shelby County,
Ky., is now accepting resumés from
people interested in serving as youth
minister. Candidates should display a
dynamic Christian witness and a call-
ing to minister to and with youth in
grades 6-12. Tasks involved in the
scope of the position include planning,
coordinating, promoting and evaluat-
ing all facets of the church’s youth
ministry. Resumés or recommenda-
tions should be sent to the Youth Min-
ister Search Committee, Finchville
Baptist Church, PO Box 1, Finchville,
KY 40022.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church
of Tompkinsville, Ky., is now receiv-
ing resumés for full-time youth min-
ister. Full-time duties include planning
and organizing ministries to junior and
senior high students. Position also
would include organizing and imple-
menting social activities for the youth
in cooperation with Sunday school
department and other organizations of
the church. Please forward resumés to:
First Baptist Church, 302 N Magnolia
St., Tompkinsville, KY 42167. All re-
sumés will receive equal consider-
ation. '

SEEKING: Full-time minister to
children. Oklahoma City, metro
church has a dynamic AWANA club,
Sunday school and children’s church.
Contact Associate Pastor Scott Kin-
ney, Trinity Baptist Church, Yukon,
OK. (866) 354-4830.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for
growing church in south central Ken-
tucky. Please send recommendtions or
resumés to: Pastor Search Committee,
201 Greensburg St., Columbia, KY
42728.

SEEKING: Part-time minister to
children (ages 3-12) for church in
northern Kentucky. Minister will
work with 30-plus children and their
families for 12-15 hours per week. If
interested, send resumé to Rev. Den-
ny French, Paint Lick Baptist Church,
Route 1 Box 207, Warsaw, KY
41095.

sary celebration Feb. 17, 4 p.m.
Thirty-five couples who have been
married 50 years or longer will re-
new their wedding vows. Bill Cart-
er is minister to senior adults.
B L.OUISVILLE—Buechel Park
Church ordained Beulah Garner
and Tim Horsley as deacons. Don
Rogers is pastor.

Clifton Heights Church called
Jeff Smith as pastor.
B MONTICELLO—John
McPheron resigned as pastor of
Mount Zion Church to become pas-
tor of Persia Church in Rogersville,
Tenn.

SEEKING: Rineyville Baptist
Church is seeking a full-time pastor.
Located in a growing community near
Elizabethtown, Ky., the church aver-
ages 230 in Sunday school attendance.
About 300 in two morning worship
services, and has a full-time director
of children and youth ministries and a
worship planning committee. See our
Web page at www.homestead.com/
RineyvilleBaptist. Please send resumé
or questions to: Pastor Search Com-
mittee, Box 197, Rineyville, KY
40162.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church,
Bowling Green, Ky., is seeking a min-
ister to students. The church is locat-
ed in the downtown area of Bowling
Green near Western Kentucky Uni-
versity. The minister is to provide
leadership and guidance to students
and parents and assist the pastor in the
development and coordination of a
comprehensive educational, activity
and outreach program to students. A
seminary degree is desired. Salary
open with benefits. For additional in-
formation, contact Steve Snodgrass,
Youth Search Committee chair, (270)
781-2718, ext. 221. Church Web site
is www.firstbaptistbg.org.

SEEKING: The people of Valley
Station Baptist Church presently are
seeking an individual to serve as their
part-time children’s minister. This in-
dividual will be responsible for the
planning and directing of ministry for
children four years old through fifth
grade. The children’s minister also
will work in conjunction with other
staff of Valley Station Baptist in the
overall leadership of church ministry.
This position will require approxi-
mately 20 hours per week. Annual
salary is $12,500. For more informa-
tion about this position, please contact
Pastor Jerry Gifford at (502) 937-
1730. Please send resumés to: Valley
Station Baptist Church, 5415 Valley
Station Road, Louisville, KY 40272,
Attn: Dennis Sebastian.

SEEKING: Beacon Hill Baptist
Church, Somerset, Ky., is accepting
resumés for the position of full-time
youth pastor and activities. Beacon
Hill is a purpose-driven church locat-
ed in one of the fastest growing com-
munities in Kentucky with an average
weekly worship attendance of 550.
Responsibilities will include middle
and high school youth, college and
recreation ministry, including over-
sight of activities center and supervis-
ing youth and activity center interns.
Please send resumés to: Personnel
Committee, Beacon Hill Baptist
Church, 274 Old Monticello Road,
Somerset, KY 42503.

B MOUNT WASHINGTON—TFirst
Church called Will Browning as in-
terim minister of youth. He is a stu-
dent at Southern Seminary.

B PADUCAH—Lee James recent-
ly celebrated his 10th anniversary as
pastor of Bellview Church.

B PARKSVILLE—Parksville
Church called Dennis Hisle as pas-
tor.

B SHEPHERDSVILLE—First
Church will host Dave Clark in
concert March 3, 6 p.m.

B SONORA—First Church or-
dained George Cardin as a deacon
Jan. 27. James Hill is pastor.

CLASSIFIED ADS

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
recreation to schedule activities for
new facility of a fast growing church.
Must be self-motivated and have flex-
ible schedule. Position possibly may
become full-time. Degree in field pre-
ferred. Send resumé to: West Broad-
way Baptist Church, c/o Minister of
Recreation Search Committee. Fax:
(502) 499-9882.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church,
Leitchfield, Ky., is seeking a qualified
person to serve as the associate pastor -
of a purpose-driven church and head-
master of a growing Christian school.
Resumé should include experience
and/or education in the areas of ad-
ministration and pastoral ministries.
Send resumé to Pastor Chris Butler,
106 East Walnut St., Leitchfield, KY
42754.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
youth for Simpsonville Baptist. Aver-
age worship attendance: 350. Submit
resumé by Feb. 17 to: Personnel, Box
56, Simpsonville, KY 40067.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music for Simpsonville Baptist. Av-
erage worship attendance: 350. Sub-
mit resumé by Feb. 17 to: Personnel,
Box 56, Simpsonville, KY 40067.

SEEKING: Jamestown First Bap-
tist Church, Jamestown, Kly., is pres-
ently seeking a full-time minister of
students and associate pastor. This
dual position emphasizing student
ministry (1st-college) is a great oppor-
tunity for God’s chosen one—com-
petitive salary and benefits. Ministry
experience and seminary education
preferred. Send resumé with cover let-
ter before March 10 to: JFB, PO Box
308, Jamestown, KY 42629, Attn:
Associate Search.

SEEKING: Organist for mid-
sized, dynamic, growing church, Sun-
day morning worship services. For
more information, please call Cedar
Creek Baptist Church, (502) 239-
2129.

SEEKING: Ormsby Heights Bap-
tist Church, Louisville, Ky., is receiv-
ing resumés for the position of minis-
ter of music. This position is full time
with the possible addition of a second
ministry area (education, missions,
administration, etc.) to be determined
by the candidate’s interests, experi-
ence and skills. Ormsby Heights is a
conservative church with a blended
style of worship (gospel, hymns,
praise/worship, contemporary) and a
very strong interest in developing con-
temporary worship opportunities tar-
geting young adults. Please send re-
sumés to: Ormsby Heights Baptist
Church, 2120 Lower Hunters Trace,
Louisville, KY 40216. :
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‘Black Hawk Down’

Chaplain who
was there uses
incident to tell

others of Christ |

By Michael Foust
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

FORT BRAGG, N.C. (BP)—Jeff
Struecker never asked to be famous.

But two days in Mogadishu, So-
malia, forever changed his life.
Those two days—Oct. 3-4, 1993—
will never be forgotten in United
States military history. What began
as a peacekeeping mission ended in
a firefight.

Eighteen American soldiers died.
Many others were injured. Somalis
dragged the bodies of dead soldiers
through the streets, and Americans
witnessed it all on the evening news.

Struecker was there, recovering
the bodies of his fallen brethren and
rescuing his fellow soldiers.

And he camé back to tell about
it.

“I have never really been shaken
up about Mogadishu—even after it
was over,” said Struecker, a gradu-
ate of Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville.

“God just took care of all of those
things for me.”

Nine years after that firefight,
more and more people are learning
about the heroism of Struecker and
his fellow U.S. Army Rangers. The
movie “Black Hawk Down”—rated
R for excessive language and graph-
_ ic violence—was released in Janu-
ary. Brian Van Holt plays Strueck-
er’s character.

The History Channel also recent-
ly broadcast a two-hour documen-
tary, “The True Story of Black
Hawk Down,” which includes sev-
eral clips of an interview with
Struecker.

In light of the movie and docu-
mentary, Struecker has conducted
more than 20 interviews with vari-
ous media outlets, including ABC’s
“Good Morning America.”

During each interview, Struecker
shares his faith in Jesus Christ, telling
what brought him through the battle.

“I tell people that I had a strong
faith when I went there, but God real-
ly strengthened it while I was there
and now I have a belief that transcends
death,” he said. ‘“Really, it’s a peace
that God gave me that most soldiers
didn’t have.”

Following the battle in Mogadishu,
Struecker discovered that many of his
fellow soldiers were searching for an-
swers. The on-site chaplain, though,
had none, and did little to assist the
soldiers’ spiritual needs.

Struecker’s heart broke as he
watched his friends agonize over their
fallen comrades.

Today, Struecker is serving in Fort
Bragg, N.C., as chaplain for a field
artillery battalion in the 82nd Air-
borne. He is the pastor to roughly 500
soldiers and their families.

“I thank God for what He has al-
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brutal firefight in 1993 between U.S. peacekeeping soldiers and combatants in Mogadishu, Somalia. (Sony Pictures Entertainment photo)

ou hrn Bptist chalain e Steer is mo the U.S. Army Rangers portrayed in “Black Hawk Down,” the story of

FACE 0 FACE The real Jeff Struecker (left)
is played by Brian Van Holt in the movie.

lowed me to do as a result of the mov-
ie and the documentary,” he said.
“I’ve had a chance to do a number of
television interviews. ... Inevitably,
people will ask me, “Well, how did
you end up as a chaplain?’ That pre-
sents an opportunity for me to share
my faith.”

And if a question about his faith
doesn’t come up, Struecker makes
sure he broaches the subject.

“They’ll say, ‘Is there anything else
you want to add?’ I’ll say, ‘Yes, ab-
solutely. I want to tell you how I had
the strength and the courage to do
what I did that day.””

Struecker has been pleasantly sur-
prised with the coverage he has re-
ceived. He initially believed that re-
porters would edit out references to his
faith. But that has not been the case.
The History Channel documentary
even includes a comment from
Struecker about him praying.

“What has really blown me away
has been the amount of press that has
decided to cover my faith,” he said.

Struecker is just as open about his
faith around his soldiers. The movie—
coupled with the events of Sept. 11—
have presented him with opportunities
he wouldn’t otherwise have had. Sol-
diers who might be sent to Afghani-
stan come to Struecker simply because
he has been in the heat of battle.

“I’ve had the privilege to stand

before my men while the U.S. is con-
ducting offensive actions against the
Taliban in Afghanistan,” Struecker
said, “and I could say, ‘Listen, this
could be you, and it could be soon.
And if you are not sure of your eter-
nal destiny, then we need to talk.” It
gave me the opportunity to share my
faith. Since then I’ve seen dozens of
my soldiers come to Christ.

“The privilege to be able to stand
among that many non-believers is
something that no other pastor has,”
he added. “To be able to do it in a time
like today is a great privilege. I con-
sider it a great responsibility.”

Struecker realizes that some Chris-
tians have concerns about evangelical
chaplains—simply because they have
to serve soldiers of all religions. He,
though, does not view it as a problem.

“I have the responsibility to pro-
vide for the religious needs to all my
soldiers,” he said. “(But) all it means
is that I need to make sure that they
have what’s necessary to worship.
Quite frankly, I'd want people to do
the same for me.”

Among military personnel, the sto-
ry of “Black Hawk Down” is well-
known. Occasionally, soldiers will
come up to Struecker, asking him if
he’s the same Jeff Struecker who
served in Somalia.

“I get that from a lot of my soldiers
and from other soldiers who are not
in my unit,” he said. “But that’s a great
opportunity to tell people that all of
these things that I did, they really don’t
mean anything. -

“God has given me this opportuni-
ty, and I need to make every effort I
can to give Him credit.”

Through it all, Struecker makes

sure he’s not the focus of the story.

“I just pray that God will be made
the hero of Mogadishu,” he said, “and
not me.”

“Really, it’s a
peace that God

| gave me that most
soldiers didn’t
have.”

U.S. Army chaplain Jeff
Struecker

Struecker: ‘Black Hawk’ no kid’s movie
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IT’s TIME TO

PLAY FOR THE CHILDREN!

JoIN Us For THE FOuRTH ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT
BENEFITING KENTUCKY BAPTIST HOMES FOR CHILDREN

Eight Qualifying Tournaments Across Kentucky!

All tournaments begin with lunch at 11:30 a.m. local time. Shotgun start at 1:00 p.m.

Top two teams from each qualifying tournament advance to the
State Championship, August 12 at Persimmon Ridge Golf Club!

Individual Entrsy *100 Play for fun... Play for prizes...
Team Entry °400 But most importantly,

o FREE with »
"g'gf’,-&eﬁa'ygrys trom your P Iay for the

church! ($300 total) Children!

For a registration form or more information, call (502) 245-21 01 or 1 -800-456-1 386
You can also register at our website: www.kbhc.org

é\»‘\.a" Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children

10200 Linn Station Road ® Triad East Suite 200 ® Louisville, KY 40223
www.kbhc.org
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