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Gambling foes 
seek to defeat 
bill proposing 
slot machines 

FRANKFORT-The battle 
over expanded gambling in Ken­
tucky officially got under way 
last week. 

Rep. Jim Callahan (D-Wild­
er), filed a bill Feb. 26 seeking to 
legalize slot machines at Ken­
tucky racetracks. The proposal, 

-HB 768, would allow the state's 
eight racetracks . to install elec­
tronic slot machines, including 

_ video poker and blackjack. 
Backed by the state's race­

tracks, supporters are seeking to 
promote the legislation as a boost 
to the state government's current 
budget woes. 

Gambling opponents paint a 
different picture, however. They 
point out that economic impact 
studies in other states show so­
cial costs typically outstrip eco­
nomic gains. 

Traditioi:ial opponents of ex­
panded gambling, including the 
interdenominational Citizens 
Against Gambling Expansion 
and the Kentucky League on Al­
cohol & Gambling Problems 
(formerly the Temperance 
League of Kentucky), have been 
gearing up to battle the expected 
push for electronic gambling. 

CAGE held a press confer­
ence in the Capitol Rotunda Jan. 
8 on the opening day of the cur­
rent legislative session. CAGE 
moderator Nancy Jo Kemper re­
leased a study that found that 64 
percent of Kentuckians surveyed 
opposed allowing casinos to be 
built at racetracks and 67 percent 
said the state should not promote 
·gambling. _ 

Leaders of the Kentucky 
League on Alcohol & Gambling 
Problems circulated petitions 
across the state calling for legis­
lators to "reject any attempt to 
expand gambling in any form." 
The petitions also noted that sign­
ers "will look with disfavor upon 
any legislator who supports or 
votes for any expansion of gam­
bling in any form." 

League officials, who collect­
ed 3,382 signatures, presented the 
petitions Feb. 28 to Callahan's 
staff in Frankfort. 

Howard Beauman, the 
league's associate director, said 
he hopes the response will send 
legislators the message that gam­
bling opponents represent "a 
grassroots effort across the state." 

"From a Christian perspective, 
we feel it is a moral issue," Beau­
man said. "We also feel it is a 
social issue. There are many 
problems that go along with ex­
panded gambling, such as the sit­
uation in Indiana where they had 
30 cases of child abandonment" 
at casinos. 

PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

A mission hit 

THE BIG SHOW Southern Baptist missionary Bill Breunle (right) and Randy Zachary talk during their morning show on Christian radio 
station Y105-FM in northern California. The program is called "The Big Show." (NAMB Photo By Gibbs Frazeur) 

Former wrestler starting churches, mentoring· 
By Karen Willoughby 2002 WeekofPrayerforNorth Amer­

ican Missions, scheduled this week. 
CHICO, Calif-Church planting The former television wrestler with 

missionary Bill Breunle followed a WWF juggles his responsibilities as a 
nontraditional path to ministry, hav- northern California church planter 
ing been radically transformed by God strategist and pastor of Church on the 
from a life of bodybuilding and pro- Esplanade, which he hopes will be­
fessional wrestling to one of church come a Southern Baptist model for 
building and spiritual warfare. transforming a traditional church 

But he has brought with him a per-~)? to a postmodern one. 
sonal drive to excel that~ ,Jl "The question we ask at 
continues to bear fruit in y' this church," Breunle said, 
northern California. NG "is, 'What does love look 

He has helped birth 38 EAsm 0FFERING• like?'Lovelookslikegiv-
congregations, and he's m .. NouH AMmCAN MISSION< ing them a safe authentic 
currently transforming a dying tradi- community to let the life of Christ 
tional church into a vibrant postmod- emerge in them. As long as we're be­
em one. ing biblical in keeping the core of the 

He considers his -most important gospel, we're right on." 
non-family responsibility to be men- Word of mouth, rather thari a ma­
toring young ministry leaders. Mean- jor media campaign, has grown 
while, he's renovating his family's Church on the Esplanade from about 
home and studying for his second doc- 35 people to 350 in less than two 
torate. months. 

"Doing my best is important to me. Breunle "has an incredible magnet-
It's like worship to the Lord," said ic personality and the gift of faith," 
Breunle, who along with his wife, worship pastor Brian Tremain said. 
Annette, is one of the featured mis- "People are drawn to him. He has the 
sionaries for the Southern Baptist ability to break down lieavy truths and 
North American Mission Board's teach them in a way people can apply 

to their lives." 
Mrs. Breunle said she prefers 

working behind the scenes to help her 
husband. 

"My job is to support Bill in what­
ever he does," she said. "I don't play 
the piano. I don't sing. I don't lead any 
groups. . .. And people respect that. 
We're best friends. His strengths are 
my weaknesses, and vice versa. To­
gether we're a team." 

"He's the front man. He's the guy 
who can make things happen in the 
community," said pastoral intern 
Stephen Price. "I'm here to do pasto­
ral care and counseling. That's my 
calling and background." 

Breunle mentors Tremain and 
Price as he does others on the staff at 
Church on the Esplanade, and across 
northern California. 

"My life really is aboutinvesting 
in Timothys," Breunle said. "Pro­
grams aren't going to connect people · 
with God and change the world. The 
next generation of authentic, servant 
leaders are." 
See pages 6-7 for more information about 
the Week of Prayer for North A!llerican Mis­
sions. 

Speaker: Sharing faith harder in 'pagan' U.S. 
By David Winfrey 
News Director 

!ism Conference last week. 
Stowell said Sept. 11 marked a sig­

nificant shift away from the secular 
LOUISVILLE-The cultural culture that had permeated America 

changes after Sept. 11, r=,-------, for the previous 40 years. 
which initially appeared Renew Up to Sept. 11, he not-
friendly to Christianity, ac- ed, Americans thought 
tually pose greater cha!- • th! they could be self-reliant. 
lenges to churches seeking V 1s1on "It was working until 
to share the gospel, accord- on that day," he said. "In 
ing to the president of KBC Evangelism that day, something hap-
Moody Bible Institute in C nf ce pened to the whole fabric 
Chicago. 0 eren of American society. It was 

"Things have radically changed, this, we realized we couldn't really 
and we must change to address the handle it all on our own . . .. We needed 
culture of the day," Joe Stowell said • something that transcends us ." 
during the Kentucky Baptist Evange- In the subsequent National Day of 

Prayer and other events, Americans 
again were comfortable talking about 
_God and prayer, Stowell said. "We 
were allowed to talk about sin again 
because something was finally evil." 

But "something subtle" began to be 
apparent about this new spirituality, he 
added. "In a post 9-11, religion was 
back and God was back, but in Amer­
ica now everybody's god would be 
back." 

The significance of that was appar­
ent later last year, he said, when a New 
York pastor addressed a Chicago in­
terfaith service. 

"He said, 'What we must do is give 
O See Stowell: Sharing faith ... , page 10 
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Texas Baptists set up fund for missionaries who resign 
CBF leaders 

seek increased 
mission budget 

ATLANTA (ABP)-The 
Cooperative Baptist 

Fellowship will propose a 
$19.6 million budget for 

2002-03, including 
$500,000 more for 

missions. 

But Daniel Vestal, the 
organization's chief 

executive, said CBF will 
not automatically hire 

Southern Baptist 
missionaries who resign 
or are fired because they 

refuse to affirm the 
SBC's 2000 faith 

statement. 

The CBF's largest-ever 
budget, adopted 

unanimously by the 
group's Coordinating 

Council Feb. 23, is a 6.9 
percent increase over 

the current year's 
budget. If approved by 

the CBF General 
Assembly in June, the 

spending plan will take 
effect July 1. 

Through seven months 
of this fiscal year, CBF 

revenue is about 
$350,000 behind the 

pace required to meet its 
$18.3 million budget but 

4.4 percent ahead of 
year-to-date revenue for 

the previous year. 

The CBF, which has a 
missionary force of 115 

people, has an equal 
number of active 

missionary candidates 
that the organization 

can't afford to appoint, 
leaders-say. 

Vestal said many people 
are asking if CBF will hire 

any Southern Baptist 
missionaries who leave 

the International Mission 
Board because of 

pressure to affirm the 
2000 Baptist Faith and 

Message statement. 

"The reason why CBF 
does not do that is 
because that would 

transplant a conflict in 
North America ... all 

over the world," he said. 

However, CBF officials 
later said resigning 

missionaries could be 
candidates for 

appointment to mission 
positions that fit the 

CBF's global strategy. 

DALLAS (ABP)-The Baptist 
General Convention of Texas has set 
up a special "transition fund" encour­
aging the state's churches to support 
any Southern Baptist Convention mis­
sionaries who resign or are fired for 
refusing to affirm the 2000 Baptist 
Faith and Message. 

The safety net is the centerpiece of 
a five-part recommendation by a Tex­
as Baptist Missions Review and Initi­
atives Committee. It responcls to a re­
cent letter by SBC International Mis­
sion Board President Jerry Rankin 
asking all 5,100 overseas missionar­
ies to affirm the 2000 Baptist Faith and 
Message or to explain why not. 

Rankin's request has been criti-. 
cized not only by those who disagree 
with recent revisions to the SBC faith 
statement, but also by those who say 
appealing to any written authority ex­
cept the Bible violates Baptists' his­
toric aversion to creeds. 

The BGCT transition fond would 
help missionaries with such immedi­
ate needs as housing, food, schooling 
and grief counseling. Intended to 
"meet the needs of these missionaries 
at this difficult time in their lives," the 
proposal won approval of the state 
Executive Board Feb. 26 with one dis­
senting vote. 

The response is the strongest to 
date in a growing rift between the SBC 
and the BGCT. Two years ago, the 
Texas convention voted to reduce 
funding to SBC seminaries and other 
agencies, charging they no longer rep­
resent the views of traditional Baptists. 

Other parts of the recommendation 
approved last week by the Texas lead­
ership board instruct: 
■ A state administrative commit­

tee to establish a way for Texas Bap­
tists to contribute to the transition 
fund. 
■ The Executive Board staff to 

"actively seek churches and institus 
tions that will assist in caring for these 
missionaries." 

■ Texas to endorse chaplains. The 
Baptist General Convention of Tex­
as Executive Board voted Feb. 26 to 
create a chaplaincy endorsement 
board. The final step will be to gain 
official recognition by the Armed 
Forces Chaplains Board that certifies 
religious bodies as endorsers of mili­
tary chaplains. The BGCT action re­
sponds to recent policy changes by 
the Southern Baptist North American 
Mission Board requiring chaplains to 
affirm the 2000 Baptist Faith and 
Message. In February, NAMB trust­
ees also declared they no longer 
would endorse female chaplains who 
have been ordained. The Texas pro­
posal calls for endorsing male and fe­
male chaplains for all roles to which 
they are called, whether ordained or 
not. 

■ Texas WMU opposes SBC ac­
tions. Leaders of Woman's Mission­
ary Union of Texas fonnally have re­
quested three Southern Baptist Con­
vention executives to reverse recent 
actions they believe hinder Baptists' 
witness. The state WMU's board of 
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Texas charges 'manufactured," 1MB leader claims . 
RICHMOND, Va.-Critics of a· being required to affirm ·a 'man~ Rankin'srequest,buthehimselfalso 

recentrequest·that Southern Baptist made' doctrinal statement rather required missionaries to affirm sup­
missionaries affirm the 2000 Baptist than the Bible. , port for the Baptist Faith and Mes-
Faith and Message are "manufactur- "None of those accusations is sage when he led the board." 

.ing a crisis where none exists," an true," Cox said. "It is compelling Parks, hO\yever, said Rankin's 
International Mission Board leader fh~toric used by people who already request of missionaries is "a drastic 
has charged. are willing to believe the worst about and · unacceptable change" from 

"We regret th~t activists in the Southern Baptists today." what was requi"?4 in the.past. 
Baptist General Convention of Tex- Askio:g missionari~ to affirm the . "Never before has suspicion of 
as havech.c:>sen tomisrepresentwhat 2000 Baptist Faith and Message is heresy been leyeledatthe corps of 
is happen1ng; bet;veen South~rn Bap, ... not a reyersal of IMB policy, Cox > , vetf:rari missionaries serving faith-

• tist missionaries and theideadet- said. • . ' fully around the world," he s~id. 
ship," saidLai:ry Cox,. Th::1B vice . "Requiringmi§sioita,ries toaffinn "tfover before have miss!onaries 

.. president for mo~ilization. ··•.• ,\, ·the · Baptist_ Faith and Me~sage has ~1:1 required to sign a creed. .;; 
i{ . ''These actjyists are faJsely ~~y- been the board' s1 pra9tice fqr de~ f+be demanqfor a ct~ed is here­
'" • ing that Jnfssiona;Ties. ~fr~ . ~eing cades, even under the administration sy in itself, from the standpoint of 

fq~ed to change their beliefs' td,cori- •• of Keith Parks," Cox said. Parks, an ' the Bible as,well as Baptistperitage," 
fCl{m to a docµment they do not • outspoken critic ofRanlqn's action, Parks added. He.called the request 

1; agteewith. J1iey claim missic:>naries , served as president of SouthernBap- ''demeaning to missionaries who 
• are. 'updet att)ick' by their O\Yllfoad~ • tists. overseas .. rnissions board from hav.e already stated and demonstrat-
e:t]h!p}They claim Jerry Rahltj;t1,has 1980 to 1992. • _ . . . ed their doctrinal. acceptability!' • 
§i.9ken _.3; promise to missioriari~s . "Keith>Parks all oLa s.~ddep Based.on repbrtfnq by Baptist Pr.ess anq 
and that they.are 'for .the firsttime' • .claims to se~. creedalism iri Jerry Assoc,atedBaptist Press 

■ The state convention to "work 
with other Baptist groups who share 
this concern." 
■ The Missions Review and Initi­

atives Committee to "explore positive 
and proactive ways in which the 
churches and institutions ofthe BGCT 
can encourage and assist these mis­
sionaries to express their God-given 
calling." 

Eighteen individuals already have 
pledged a total of$1 million to launch 
the effort. They include Houston 
multi-millionaire John Baugh, a long­
time critic of current SBC leadership; 
retired Baylor University President 
Herbert Reynolds; and Paul Powell, 
retired president of the SBC Annuity 
Board and current dean of Baylor's 
George W. Truett Theological Semi­
nary. 

While about 1,500 1MB mission­
aries appointed during the past two 
years already have affirmed the new 

Baptist Faith and Message, Rankin 
had earlier said veteran missionaries 
already on the field wouldn't be asked 
to do so. 

In his recent letter to missionar­
ies, however, Rankin said all mis­
sionaries should be accountable to 
Southern Baptists, who provide their 
support. Affirming the 2000 faith 
statement, he said, would protect 
them against unfounded charges of 
heresy. 

Rankin has said.he believes most, 
if not all, SBC missionaries will be 
willing to affirm the 2000 Baptist 
Faith and Message. 

"Southern Baptists rightly expect 
the missionaries they send out and 
support to represent the confession of 
faith our churches have adopted," 
Rankin noted. "The administration of 
our mission entities should provide 
that assurance." 
• As a first step in its response to 

BAPTIST DIGEST 
directors called for Jerry Rankin, 
president of the International Mis­
sion Board, to reconsider his request 
that all 1MB missionaries affirm 
agreement with the 2000 Baptist 
Faith and Message. The WMU lead­
ers also asked North American Mis­
sion Board President Robert Rec­
cord to lead trustees to reverse a new 
policy denying chaplaincy endorse­
ment to ordained women and object­
ed to a recent letter by SBC Execu­
tive Committee President Morris 
Chapman urging Texas churches to 
designate gifts through the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas or to 
bypass the state convention entire­
ly. 

■ Andersen seeks to settle suit. 
Arthur Andersen is quietly trying to 
settle a legal case involving the 
bankrupt Baptist Foundation of Ari­
zona, USA Today reported last 
week. Andersen has come under 
public scrutiny for its alleged role in 
the collapse of Enron. Ari earlier 
lawsuit filed on behalf of BFA in­
vestors, meanwhile, claims Anders-

e_n ignored red flags and issued clean 
audits, in effect aiding and abetting 
foundation officers who are charged 
with defrauding 13,000 investors out 
of $590 million. The newspaper re­
ported that Andersen lawyers are 
hoping to reach a settlement prior to 
a trial scheduled to begin this week. 
Andersen reportedly offered $150 
million to the foundation's bankrupt­
cy trust, and that amount likely will 
go higher. • 

■ Annuity Board expands aid. 
Trustees of the Southern Baptist An­
nuity Board approved improved 
benefits last week for retired South­
ern Baptist ministers. They voted to 
combine the board's supplemental 
assistance and Adopt An Annuitant 
programs into one ministry and 
modified eligibility guidelines to al­
low more retirees to qualify for ben­
efits. The Annuity Board's relief 
programs provided more than $5.2 
million to needy retired ministers 
and widowed spouses last year. The 
programs benefit more than 3,200 
participants. 

Rankin's request to missionaries, the 
Texas missions review committee set 
up an e-mail address inviting mission­
aries to confidentially indicate wheth­
er they would comply with Rankin's 
request. During its first two weeks, the 
address logged responses from 60 
missionary couples who said signing 
the statement would violate their con­
science. 

Keith Parks, a fonner 1MB presi­
dent who initiated the e-mail solicita­
tion, said it's unknown how many 
missionaries might eventually request 
help from the BGCT, but he .predict­
ed, "It won't be in the hundreds." 

Charles Wade, executive director 
oftheBGCT, said the number is irrel­
evant. 

"If there is only one missionary 
family who for conscience's sake has 
to return, I will be honored to stand 
beside them and embarrassed if I fail 
to do so," Wade said. 

■ NAMB chairman resigns. Ken 
Alford, trustee chairman of the 
Southern Baptist North American 
Mission Board, resigned Feb. 24 as 
pastor of Bell Shoals Baptist Church 
in Brandon, Fla., citing a "one-time . 
moral indiscretion." Alford cited "the 
need to work on the restoring of his 
marriage as his reason for leaving the 
church," according to a church news 
release. NAMB President Robert 
Reccord said first vice chairman Ter­
ry Fox will serve as chairman for the 
remainder of Alford's tenn. -

■ SBTS hosts sexuality seminar. 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary will host a collegiate conference 
March 22-23 on biblical sexuality. 
Speakers at the conference, "Naked 
and Not Ashamed! A Biblical Per­
spective on Se](, Marriage and Gen­
der," will include seminary President 
Al Mohler, seminary faculty and 
members of the Council for Biblical 
Manhood and Womanhood. Regis­
tration is $15 per person. For infor­
mation, call (800) 626-5525, ext. 
4617. 
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KENTUCKY 
Missions diary 
WMU volunteers share faith, see results during 
Olympic Games mission trip to Salt Lake City 

SALT LAKE CITY-Sixteen 
volunteers with Kentucky Woman's 
Missionary Union recently traveled 
to Salt Lake City to serve with G\o­
bal Outreach, the Southern Baptist 
ministry to the Winter Olympics. 

LaRaine Dail, youth specialist for 
Kentucky WMU, kept a missions di­
ary and took photos of the group as 
they went about their work for the 
last week of the Winter Games. 

Feb. 19: Stranded at the airport 
The first day of our mission trip 

to Salt Lake City started dark and 
early. We arrived bleary eyed and 
excited at the Louisville airport be­
fore 6 a.m. 
- We were slightly more alert than 
the security screener who fell asleep 
on the job. This resulted in an evac­
uation of the terminals as passengers 
were re-screened. 

Donna Dye of Louisville, our 
team member flying on Northwest, 
was on a plane with the door closed 
before she was forced to get off the 
plane. The rest of the day was 
smooth flying. We made it safely to 
our home for the week, Southeast 
Baptist Church. 

We share the church with a group 
of 25 volunteers from Georgia and 
a woman from Missouri. After mis­
sions volunteers George and Cathy 
Chinn of Hartford oriented us to the 
church and to our work, we settled 
in for the night. 

Feb. 20: Parking and pins 
We began our regular work rou­

tine today. Our group of 16 volun­
teers is divided into two teams of 
eight. Some work at the Main Street 
Coffee House from 4-11 p.m., while 
others work at the "More Than 
Gold" ministry center from 3:30 

• p.m. to midnight. 
The ministry center shares a 

building with the command center 
of "More Than Gold" and the Sal­
vation Army. It is near Olympic 
Square and Pioneer Park. The min­
istry center provides coffee, hot 
chocolate, water, Internet access, 
large screen TVs and restrooms for 
the thousands of spectators who 
come by each day. It also provides 
free parking and one of our roles is 
parking attendants. When people 
park their cars, we give them hospi- • 
tality bags and "More than Gold" 
pins when we can share its mean­
ing. 

KIDS MINISTRY John_na Brown of 
Madisonville talks to a boy at a ministry 
coffeehouse. 

Two of our women met an inter­
esting man in the parking lot today. 
He was an avid collector of religious 
pins. He shared that he wasn't a be­
liever but liked the message behind 
the pins. One day, perhaps he will 
be a believer. It makes one think 
about the many seeds that are plant­
ed along the way. We will never 
know the full results of our minis­
try. 

Feb. 21: Freeze frame 
Team member Mike Watts, resort 

ministry specialist for the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention, shared with us 
this morning. We all were moved 
and inspired by the stories he shared 
about resort ministry in Kentucky. 
He also reminded us that just as 
Jesus had compassion on the multi­
tudes, we should see the people in 
the crowds as individuals and have 
compassion on them. 

The night before, Johnna Brown 
of Madisonville had come upon a 
great idea to do just that! Just like a 
British Beefeater, she stood perfect­
ly still in the window of the coffee­
house and dared people to make her 
laugh. Many people tried to, but few 
succeeded. Naturally, a crowd gath­
ered and enjoyed the show. Circu­
lating in the crowd were "More 
Than Gold" volunteers who sought 
out individuals and shared Christ 
with them. We heartily recommend 
this approach. 

THE MOOSE IS LOOSE LaRaine Dail of 
Louisville gets ready for an appearance. 

Feb. 22: Moose & Roots 
Thousands of people get on and off 

buses each day at Pioneer Park. Olym­
pic officials estimate that 7,000 pass 
through the park daily during the 
Olympics. Directly across the street is 
the "More Than Gold" ministry cen­
ter, and we just can't pass up an op­
portunity like this. So, we send out the 
Moose. We take turns donning the 
moose suit, going to the park and 
meeting people. "Goldie," our nick­
name for _the moose, is a people mag­
net. The moose helpers give kids bal­
loons, distribute_ hospitality bags, pins 
and pocket guides. Anna Brown of 
Owenton sees the moose ministry as 
an excellent way to attract attention 
and meet people. 

We also have found another way 
to meet people: standing in line at the 
Roots store, which has gotten incred­
ibly popular because Roots made and 
sell Team USA's fleece berets. You 
really-can get to know people when 
you stand in line with them for hours. 

When they ask us why we are here 
from Kentucky, they open a door that 
we gladly go through. Since we have 
established a relationship with them, 
they really listen. Maybe we should 
try this type of ministry at malls on 
the day after Thanksgiving. 

WITNESS REACTION Liz Sadler (left) 
shared her faith. with John (right). 

Feb. 23: Coffee and conversations 
People of all ages love to get their 

faces painted. At Main Street Coffee 
House, we paint hundreds of faces 
each night. As people wait in line, 
volunteers talk with them about a re­
lationship worth more than gold. 

People pour into the coffeehouse 
for other reasons, too. -John- came in 

• for a cup of coffee and to get warm 
after a long day. He met Liz Sadler of 
Louisville, who struck up a conversa­
tion with him. She shared her faith and 
her God. After their conversation, 
John seemed like a different person. 
He did not make a profession of faith 
in Jesus, but he later said, "She 
brought it all together for me." He had 
been to church that day, but it wasn't 
until he talked with Liz that things 
clicked. He couldn't wait to call his 
mother and share about his conversa­
tion with Liz. 

Meanwhile, a man named Johnny 
came into the ministry center. Mary 
Pat Price of Paducah greeted him, 
gave him a pocket guide and ex­
plained it to him. He made his way to 
the beverage counter and met Marie 
Jackson, also from Paducah. She 
knew right away that he needed to talk 
with someone, and she listened. By the 
end of their conversation, she intro­
duced Johnny to her God. He walked 
out of the center a new man. Mary Pat 
planted, Marie watered and the Lord 
gave the increase. 

Feb. 24: Light rail tale 
The last day of the Olympics has 

arrived. It's hard to believe it is over. 
The coffeehouse was full of people as 
we watched the closing ceremonies. 

Later, a jovial group of people 
boarded the light rail train for the jour­
ney home. Among them were two 
young men froni Canada who- had 
seen their hockey team win a gold 
medal. We began to joke and laugh 
with them. Soon, the whole car was 
involved in the merriment. The guys 
eventually asked us what all these 
women in matching coats from Ken­
tucky were doing in Salt Lake. We had 
a "captive," interested audience, and 
we were prepared. We gave them pins, 
pocket guides and Bibles. Linda 

Moore jumped up and explained what 
the pin represented. You could have 
heard a pin drop! The people riding 
with us were touched, and you could 
tell they really thought about it. 

TELLING ON THE TRAIN Linda Moore of 
Hopkinsville tells people about the Christian 
materials she and other volunteers had just 
handed out on a train. 

Feb. 25: Cleanup crew 
We said good-bye to Global Out­

reach 2002 Director Beth Ann Will­
iams, George and Cathy Chinn, and 
David and Mandi Buckner this morn­
ing. We have felt a special Kentucky 
connection to them all week. 

We spent the afternoon cleaning 
the Main Street Coffee House, and we 
were glad to do it. The coffeehouse 
was a hub of ministry during the 
Olympics. Now, it is returning to nor­
mal; normal meaning a church plant. 
The main floor of the building is a full­
fledged coffeehouse. Upstairs, Sum­
mit Church meets on Sundays. A 
church planter lives in an apartment 
there. The church has signed a four­
year lease on the building. The church 
is seeking to reach the younger gen­
eration. The church plant is funded by 
the Southern Baptist North American 
Mission Board, churches in Salt Lake 
Baptist Association, profits of the cof­
feehouse and any other churches will­
ing to help. 

After giving the church a good 
"once-over," we bought souvenirs and 
enjoyed a good meal together. The pie 
was e~cellent! 

Feb. 26: Happy trails 
Our flight from Salt Lake to Cin­

cinnati was full of international spec­
tators. Among them was Stephania 
from Torino, Italy. She is the market­
ing specialist for the 2006 Winter 
Olympic Committee in Torino. She 
thinks the next four years will go by 
quickly and already is preparing to 
host the world. 

We'll be ready, too! 

FACE PAINTING Vickie 
Nelson from Madisonville 
paints the face of a fan 
during the Winter Olympics 
in Salt Lake City. 
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OPINION 
EKG concerns 

In your editorial of Feb. 26 you 
make some very poignant observa­
tions about the Southern Baptist Con­
vention's proposed "Empowering 
Kingdom Growth" emphasis. 

Kingdom growth has been the aim 
of the SBC since day one. It is the driv­
ing force in my life as a pastor since I 
began serving my first church in 1957. 
It will continue to be the driving force 
until I am either not able or am !;lid to 
rest. 

J 
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Baptist Faith and Message. 
We strongly believe in the "priest­

hood· of every believer" and we 
strongly believe in all believers coop­
erating together in the spread of the 
gospel. We also believe that our rela­
tionship with God and with each oth­
er is a covenant relationship based on 
love and trust. We covenant together 
in local churches, and churches cove­
nant and cooperate together in world 
evangelism. As Baptists, we do not 
tolerate hierarchy. 

It is our opinion that 
the push toward absolute 
adherence to the 2000 
BF&M is an effort to es­
tablish denominational hi-

Bold Missions Thrust 
was a noble objective. It 
was supported by the SBC 
and encouraged by state 
and local associations. 
Then we got derailed from 
the important task of ful­
filling the Great Commis­
sion. We are still a divid­
ed convention. -

• erarchy and conformance 
to a creed. Baptists are 
people of the Bible and 
accept no creed. It is not a 
matter of "where, how 
and why" one might dis-

. How can we expand Kingdom 
growth unless we are willing to work 
together? By working together I mean 
cooperating together. This includes 
being willing ,to share places of lead­
ership on boards and committees with 
all churches, large or small, rich or 
poor. 

When many of our churches, pas­
tors and leaders are cut out of the cir­
cle of shared leadership we cannot 
have a united front for Kingdom 
growth. And without a united, shared 
leadership front in all phases of the 
SBC, this plane of EKG will have a 
hard time leaving the runway. 

Donald R. Cole 
Brandenburg 

Avoid hierarchy 
We appreciate the complexity of 

Jerry Rankin's position and ministry. 
There· is no question that he faces 
many and diverse pressures. We do 
not mean to add to these, but we must 
voice our protest to his recent decision 
to urge all missionaries under appoint­
ment to sign an affirmation of the 2000 

agree with the 2000 BF&M. It is a 
stand that we will not try to condense 
the truth of God's Word to man's in­
terpretation and insist that all conform. 

We are a "mission-minded fami­
ly." Jean and I ministered in Germa­
ny, Turkey and Bosnia for 37 years, 
34 under appointment of the Foreign 
Mission Board/International Mission 
Board. Our three daughters served 
under the board in the Philippines, 
Ethiopia and South Korea. Our son 
and his family were active in "home 
missions" during their eight and a half 
years in Alaska, and he now leads Royal 
Ambassadors in his local church. 

In short, we believe in God; in His 
Son, our Savior; and the call to world 
evangelism under the leadership of 
His Spirit. We believe the Bible but 
protest the insistence to sign a creed 
or creedal statement. 

Jim and Jean Leeper 
Louisville 

Coping with aging 
Having been retired for 16 of my 

76 years, I would like to comment 

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION 

Easter offering is 'Showing the Way' 
As we emphasize the Annie Arm­

strong Easter Offering for North 
American Missions this week, I think 
it is important to note some of the 
many ways in which the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention and the 
Southern Baptist North 
American Mission Board 
cooperate in missions and 
evangelism. It's a vita: and 
important partnership that 
highlights the Baptist hall­
mark of cooperation in 
kingdom work! 

The Southern Baptist di-
saster relief network proba- . 
bly is one of the most visi- 8111 Mackey 
ble examples of this coop-
eration. NAMB, working in conjunc­
tion with the state conventions, coor­
dinates about 20,000 trained volun­
teers. After the Sept. 11 terrorist at­
tacks in New York and Washington, 
D.C., Southern Baptist disaster relief 
volunteers were the major suppliers of 
hot meals to the American Red Cross 
for distribution to search and rescue 
workers and others. More than a mil­
lion meals are served annually to vic­

·tims of disaster. 

Another major area of cooperation 
is in the many missions personnel who 
are funded jointly by NAMB and the 
state conventions as outlined in coop­
erative agreements that have been in 

place for decades. Of the 
5,154 missions personnel 
serving through NAMB, 
more than 98 percent are 
jointly- funded with state 
conventions and/or associ­
ations. Of that number, 
1,943 are Mission Service 
Corps volunteers who have 
served at least two years. 
Although jointly funded by 
NAMB, local entities such 
as state conventions and as­

sociations write the checks to the mis­
sionaries. 

The Nehemiah Project for church 
planting is another cooperative suc­
cess story. Based at all six Southern 
Baptist seminaries, the church plant­
ers of the Nehemiah Project are fund­
ed by NAMB through the state con­
ventions where they serve. 

NAMB and the state conventions 
and associations also cooperate in 
starting English-speaking and Ian-

-
about the aging process discussed in 
ministering to aging Baby Boomers. 

First, speaking about one's aging 
is somewhat taboo, sort of like about 
sex or politics when I was young, be­
cause no one really wants to say that 
these things are happening to them 
and to admit true feelings about get­
ting "old," which is a socially incor­
rect word. Actually, confessing our 
mortality is an essential part of our 
faith in an eternal God and provides 
necessary comfort in the passing of 
our retired friends. 

Facing up to the aging process 
takes courage. Many new develop­
ments take place like reduction in 
muscle mass, voice changes, lower 
taste ability, deceased energy and a 
limited view of our earthly future. This 
contrasts sharply with a culture that 
idolizes hard bodies, sexual emphasis, 
instant decisions and continual suc­
cess, leaving little room for aging 
gracefully. 

Learning to live with illnesses of 
one sort or another also becomes nec­
essary for most of us as we age. Go­
ing to doctors becomes routine, being 
admitted to a hospital happens and 
knowing the pharmacist's first name 
is normal. 

Retirement often inhibits older 
adults from contribution to the social 
fabric in accordance with their abili­
ties due to today's hectic living that 
requires either 110 percent effort or 
drops one off the activity list. Isola­
tion can therefore be a big problem for 
the elderly. Segregation by age is a lot 
more common than some other forms 
of segregation receiving so much at­
tention. The dissolution of family life, 
the lowering of marital status and the 
anonymity of modern existence make 
for many single, lonely people at a 
time when they are most vulnerable 
as senior citizens. 

Bringing the message and actions 
of Jesus Christ to these conditions is 
the challenge. 

Bob Moser 
Cadiz 

guage churches. The goal is to start 
2,200 new churches in 2002. In North 
America, Southern Baptists worship 
in 212 languages among 112 language 
groups in 7,000 ethnic congregations . 

The Strategic Focus Cities empha­
sis is another area of major coopera­
tion. There were 10,000 professions 
offaith reported in Chicago and Phoe­
nix, the first two cities to receive Stra­
tegic Focus Cities attention. The 2001 
emphasis in Boston and Las Vegas 
resulted in 5,500 professions of faith 
and 40 church plants. 

Nationwide there are 2,500 cam­
pus clubs using FISH!, a campus 
evangelism strategy coordinated by 
NAMB and the state conventions . 
Reports indicate 40,000 students led 
to Christ thus far. More than 150 cam­
puses in Kentucky use this strategy. 

"On Mission Together: Showing 
the Way" is the theme for the Week 
of Prayer for North American Mis­
sions. By participating in the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering you are 
"showing the way" to Christ in both 
traditional and non-traditional ways 
for millions of people across North 
America. Thank yo·u! 
Bill Mackey is executive director of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention 
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How can your 
family strengthen 
its stewardship? 
By Doug Strade~ 

Tbe 2000 Kentucky Baptist 
Convention annual shows that 

Kentucky 
Baptist 
churches 
contributed 

-

- a total of 
$232,639,908 
in undesig­
nated re­
c~ipts. The 
same annual 

shows that there were 548,843 
resident members in our Ken­
tucky Baptist churches. 

If you divide the number of 
resident members into total dol­
lars given, it shows that the aver­
age gift that year for each resi­
dent member was $423.87! We 
all know that probably none of 
the churches had all their resident 
members make contributions 
during the year, but if you cut the 
resident membership in half, and 
assume that half of a church' s 
resident members made contribu­
tions, they still would give an 
average ofonly $847.74 per year. 

If you count that higher 
amount, that means that the av­
erage member gave $16.30 per 
week to the church. I am sure 
there are some Kentucky Baptist 
church members who make as 
little as $160 per week, but the 
average Kentucky Baptist church 
member makes more. How can 
Christians become more faithful 
in their financial stewardship? 
Consider the following sugges­
tions: 

I As a family, get together and 
set a reasonable standard of liv­
ing and begin to live by your de­
cisions. 

I Find ways that you as a fam­
ily can cut out excessive spend­
ing. Look at such things as eat­
ing out or eating at expensive res­
taurants. 

I Make a commitment as a fam­
ily that you will get out of credit 
card debt as soon as possible. At the 
same time, make a commitment to 
stop using credit cards to charge 
items that cannot be paid for at the 
end of the month. 

I Sit down as a family and 
prayerfully make a decision that 
you immediately will begin_ to be 
faithful to God by giving a tithe 
(10 percent of your income) to 
Him weekly. 

I In Malachi 3:10, God gives · 
us the opportunity to test Him 
with our tithes and see if He will 
not open the windows of heaven 
and pour out His blessings upon 
us. (This is not prosperity theolo­
gy; it is more than that. It is His 
blessings!) 

This is not a cure-all, but it is 
a place to begin. 

Doug Strader is director of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention's stewardship 
department 



How can parents, grandparents 
resolve parenting differences? 
Q: What should be done when there are differences of 
opinion between parents and grandparents about parenting 
decisions? 

The generation gap between grandparents, their own 
children and their grandchildren is bound to cause occasional 
differences of opinion, particularly about c·ultural phenomena · 
such as music, hair styles, dress, body 
piercing, tattoos, etc. Lifestyle differences 
also will play a factor. Busy parents often 
are passive and permissive when it 
comes to bed time, discipline, diet and 
other issues many grandparents have 
strong feelings about. 

Grandparents will do well to 
distinguish between differences that are 
cultural arid generational as opposed to 
questions of right and wrong, or concerns about behaviors 
they see as harmful or destructive. They can share concerns, 
but these conversations should be compassionate, not 
critical. Even so, grandparents will have to remember that 
parents have the final say. Grandparents should try to respect 
the parents' authority, even it they don't always agree. They 
should be careful not to do or say anything that would 
undermine a grandchild's respect for his or her parents. 

Grandparents should try to be aware of and support family 
rules, especially rules parents feel strongly about. Doing so 
can reinforce attitudes and actions parents are seeking to 
teach. Grandparents should look tor opportunities to offer 
support, encouragement and praise while being careful not to 
tell their children how to do their job. 

Conflict can be expected when two sets of adults care 
passionately tor the same children. When conflict arises, 
grandparents should remember that they are not ultimately 
responsible. Parents should try to remember that 
grandparents love them and their children, and simply want 
the best tor them.-David Garrard 

Q: My mother's health is declining due to the need for her 
to take care of my father who has had a stroke. How can I 
help her and my dad? 

Individuals who face stress and chronic illness brought on 
by outside factors should seek ways to successfully cope with 
those issues. Keys include: , 
■ Seek a realistic understanding of their own strengths 

and weaknesses. 
■ Retain an ability to define personal goals anrl to find 

gratification in daily accomplishments. 
■ Retain some sense of control over their own destiny-a 

belief that they still can influence their world, including the 
course or symptoms of their illness. 
■ Maintain faith and hope. With chronic illness, hope 

shifts from cure to coping and spiritual strength. 
Individuals who cope successfully typically have strong 

support from family members. They also tend to have open 
communication with those who care and confidence in their 
healthcare personnel. Caregivers also should: 
■ Recognize that you cannot control or be responsible for 

the behavior of anyone but yourself. 
■ Understand and accept your own limitations. 
■ Support realistic efforts by the patient to be more 

independent. 
■ Try to avoid inflicting guilt, rejection or frustration onto 

the patient. 
Remember it is important to view chronic illness 

holistically with the understanding that emotional, 
psychological and spiritual support can be just as important 
as medical treatment-Jon Rainbow 
Family Forum writers are Suzanne Coyle, director of Cornerstone 
Counseling for Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children; David Garrard, 
minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; Jon 
Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary; James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel 

• Baptist Church in Lexington; and Scott Wigginton, director of LifeCare 
Counseling at Walnut Street Baptist Church in Louisville. Send 
questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969, 
Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail us at wesrec@ntr.net. 

OPINION 
Effective ministry: 'It's all. about Jesus' 

Once in a great while, individuals have the privi­
lege of spending time with someone they have ad­
mired and appreciated from a distance. That was the 
case for me during last week's Kentucky Baptist 
Evangelism Conference. 

their faith in the normal traffic patterns of their lives. 
Pray for people to be saved. Every one of us can in­
vite people to church .. . . If nobody cares who gets the 
credit, we'll see God glorified and people saved. Make 
sure it's about Jesus and not about you." 

Among the featured speakers at this year's confer­
ence was Richard Jackson, head of the Jackson Cen­
ter for Evangelism and Encouragement and longtime 

■ Leadership. "Anybody who tries to tell you the 
pastor is the lord of the church misses it. Jesus is the 
Lord of the church .... You become a parent by parent­

pastor of North Phoenix Baptist Church. 
During his 25-year pastorate in Phoenix, his 
congregation was a perennial Southern Bap­
tist leader in baptisms and Cooperative Pro­
gram support. 

STRAIGHT 
FROM THE 
EDITOR 

ing; you become a pastor by pastoring." 
■ Worship styles. ''There's no way to do 

church except the New Testament way .... 
God is Spirit. They that worship Him must 
worship in spirit and in truth." 

Despite his strong denominational cre­
dentials, he was narrowly defeated in the 
race for the Southern Baptist Convention 
presidency in 1988 at the height of the SBC 
controversy. "God was sovereign this morn­
ing when I got up," he told supporters after 
the vote. ''He'll be sovereign when I go to 

■ Discipleship. "If you operate a South­
ern Baptist Sunday school properly, it will 
create more consistent discipleship than any­
thing else. If you get too many organizations, 
you '11 get tired of taking care of them." 
■ Scripture. ''The Word of God is the 

most important witnessing tool there is. I 
have all the confidence in the world in the 
Scriptures." 

bed tonight." . 
Fourteen years later, at age 63, Jackson Trennis Henderson 

remains clearly focused on God's sovereign-
ty. 

During a wide-ranging dialogue luncheon at last 
week's conference, Jackson addressed such issues as 
evangelism, cooperation and servant leadership. 
Among his insights: 

■ Sept. 11. "I never let myself be guided 
by the waves of happenstance. I just want to be con­
sistent. I don't think we have to have a 9-11 to share 
Christ. We ought to seize every opportunity, what­
ever it might be." 

■ Evangelism. "If it's all about your ego and build­
ing your kingdom, you've got to be cautious. It's all 
about Jesus. Let that be the bottom line of everything." 

It's unfortunate that convention politics kept some­
one with Jackson's Christian passion and commitment 
from serving as SBC president. Thankfully, he still 
has a relevant message that Kentucky Baptists had 
the opportunity to hear last week. ■ Cooperation. "I'm a Christian first. I'm a Bap­

tist by doctrinal conviction. I'm a Southern Baptist 
because of our cooperative missions enterprises. 
Southern Baptists built our world missions enterprise 
on Jesus Christ and sharing the gospel to the ends of 
the earth." 

Even more important than Jackson's example of 
faithful ministry over the years--0r the words and 
witness of other conference speakers-is the One who 
calls each of us to serve His Kingdom. 

■ Witnessing. "I encouraged my people to share 
As Jackson reminded us, our ministry efforts al­

ways should be "all about Jesus." 

'Passion faith' vs. thoughtful faith 
By David Gushee 

JACKSON, Tenn. (BP)-The 
Dayna Curry and Heather Mercer sto­
ry is irresistible. Two young Ameri­
can women go to Af~hanistan to meet 
human needs and share their Christian 
faith clandestinely. They are impris­

Christ to the ends of the earth. 
Mercer and Curry seem represen­

tative of what I call the "passion faith" 
of the current generation of evangeli­
cal students. Such faith is deeply emo­
tional, heartfelt and intuitive. It marks 
a break with the stodgy religiosity that 
often characterizes church life in our 

oned by the Islamic 
fundamentalist Taliban 
regime, which be­
comes oor nation's No. 

FIRST PERSON 
country. It is a faith full 
of zeal and commit­
ment, ready to sacri­
fice, willing to pay any 

1 enemy after Sept. 11. After a har­
rowing two months locked up in a war 
zone, they are suddenly rescued by 
U.S. Special Forces. Of such stories 
are blockbuster movies made. • 

But who are these women? What 
have they learned fro[Il their experi­
ences? 

Curry and Mercer are women 
who abandoned routine participa­
tion in American culture because of 
radical Christian conversion experi­
ences. Curry talked about growing 
up in a nominally Christian home, 
dabbling in worldly pleasures, but 
then finding Christ in college and 
gradually becoming committed to 
foreign mission work. Mercer grew 
up in the northern Virginia suburbs, 
converting at age 15 and becoming 
quite radically committed to the Chris­
tian life. Both ultimately found fulfill­
ment only in leaving behind the com­
forts of American life and following 

price in pursuit of obedience to Christ. 
It seems to be a reaction to the empti­
ness and absurdity oflukewarm Chris­
tianity. 

This zealous commitment also is 
related, I think, to the suffering that 
so many in this age group have expe­
rienced at the hands of their self-seek­
ing parents. 

Having made this kind of break 
with culture and conventional Chris­
tianity, young people like Mercer and 
Curry are led on a journey of radical 
discipleship that teaches its own ex­
traordinary lessons. Mercer was par­
ticularly adept at describing the para­
doxical joy found in abandoning ev­
erything for Jesus and suffering for 
His cause. . 

It has been the nearly universal 
witness of the Christian church that the 
richest experience of God is found not 
in safety but in peril, not in comfort 
but in suffering. Both Mercer and 

Curry described their imprisonment 
as the occasion for an indescribable 
sense of God's presence, love and sov­
ereignty. Mercer said, "I came to the 
end of myself' during that imprison­
ment, and at the end of herself she 
found God in His fullness. 

The "passion faith" of young peo­
ple like Mercer and Curry fills such a 
gaping hole in American Christianity 
that it is hard not to describe it as a 
renewal movement initiated by the 
Spirit of God. 

However, there is another gaping 
hole in church life that passion faith 
does not address so well. This other 
problem is that we are not a thinking 
people. We are cut off from the rich 
theological and ethical-resources of 
our own tradition. 

Passion faith helps us little at this 
point. I waited in vain, for example, 
during Curry and Mercer's Feb. 20 
speaking engagement at Union Uni­
versity for substantive reflection on 
the issues raised by clandestine law­
breaking and the systematic deceit re­
quired to spread the Christian message 
in a country that forbids it. These are 
concerns that can be addressed, but 
only if they are thqught about. 

Our goal should be both the deep­
ly passionate and richly thoughtful 
Christian faith characteristic of the 
best of Christian history. 
David Gushee is associate professor of moral 
philosophy at Union University in Jackson, 
Tenn. 
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RESORT MISSIONS Marc Johnson talks with a student summer missionary at an antique car show in Orlando, Fla. 
The show is one of many venues where student teams provide entertainment and a Christian witness. Johnson and his 
wife, Sandra, serve in resort ministries. 

INNER CITY MINISTRY Wes Garrett, director of Johenning Baptist Center 
in Washington, ·o.c., plays with a girl who attends a day care center 
affiliated with the center. 
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, Week of"Pray;t;'.fcit+i;0s'< 
North American, Missions 

•. -:; .. •• · • , .. 

National, Goal 
$52,000,000 
www.anniearmstrong.com 

Praying and giving. That's what 
the Week of Prayer and Annie Arm­
strong Easter Offering for North 
American Missions are all about. 

This year, March 3-10 has been 
• designated as the week to pray for the 
more than 5,000 Southern Baptist mis­
sionaries who serve across the United 
States and Canada under appointment 
by the Southern Baptist North Amer­
ican Mission Board. 

The missionaries on this page are 
representative of these 5,000 men and 
women. They serve as church plant­
ers and mission pastors of English­
speaking and language churches in 
rural and urban settings. They minis­
ter in resort and recreational settings 
and through literacy work. They serve 
as associational missionaries. In it all, 
they seek to share the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

LANGUAGE MISSIONS Gihwang Sun Shin makes a point during a planning meeting 
in Seattle. He and his wife, Hye Sun, are language missionaries in Puget Sound Baptist 
Association. 

VOLUNTEERS Joe Ledford leads a Bible study at King's Way, a mission of Community 
Baptist Church on Prince Edwards Island, Canada. Ledfon.i and his wife, Linda, are 
Mission Service Corps volunteers. 

LITERACY MISSIONS Jan Cundiff teaches English to Lin Bao Zhen as a part of her 
ministry as literacy consultant for the State Convention of Baptists in Indiana and 
language missions director for South Central Baptist Association. Cundiff serves with 
her husband, Stu, in Columbus, Ind. He is associational missionaiy for South Central 
association. 



MISSIONS 
Lay volunteers' t:hililren1s·­
ministry helps plant churches 
an Prince Edward Island 
By' James Dotson 

CHARLOTTETOWN, Prince Edward lSland, Canada-,Joe 
and Linda Ledford had spent their entire lives in Elizabethton, 
Tenn. Ledford was the local bureau chief for the Johnson City 
Press, and Mrs. Ledford had her own hair salon. ltwa,s home. 

But then God began to work in their lives, and He hasn't 
stopped yet. •• 

They're now volunteer missionaries in the eastern 
Canadian proyince of Prince Edward lsla,ng, \J,/Orking lo 
strengthen the ministries of Co_f1)munity Baptist Church in 
Charlottetown and helping plant new mission congregations 
through their gift of children's ministry. 

NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRY Tom Anderson (left), a church planter among Native Americans in Oklahoma, embraces Melvin Palmer, 
pastor of First Indian Baptist Church of Broken Arrow, Okla. Anderson and his wife, Rhoda, are Southern Baptist missionaries. They are 
among the missionaries featured during the 2002 Week of Prayer for North American Missions, March 3-10. More than 5,000 NAMB­
appointed missionaries serve throughout North America. (Photo by Gibbs Frazeur) 

"I never understoocJ what people meantwheo they ~aid 'I 
was called to do this' until I experienced it firsthand," ~edford 
said. "At the same time God gave us the can He gave us the 
peace to dq 1J,Jhat H~ asked usto.qo.j have ~xperie~ceq in 
tbatan intense joy, andJJhink Linda would say the §af!le , 

Native American serves among his people . lhin;h;i,path_tofulHil)l .. e~i~ions_ .. servicefollo~eda.immar 
: pattern, growI9g from .~.ctIve chll(Ch memb~rshIp to 

By Lee Weeks 

McALESTER, Okla. - Tom 
Anderson's step isn't as swift as it 
used to be, but he's no less deter­
mined in his mission to reach Na­
tive Americans with the gospel by 
starting churches in southeastern 
Oklahoma. 

"I can go up there, but it sure kills 
my knees," Anderson said as he 
slowly scaled a set of stairs to a sec­
ond-story apartment. 

With church flyer and gospel tract 
in hand and an engaging smile on his 
face, Anderson walked past a small 
snarling dog and invited the resident 
to attend a new church meeting in the 
local chamber of commerce building. 

'Tm 68 years old and I could have 
retired some years back, but I enjoy 
doing this work. And in fact if my 
health continues I am going to con­
tinue doing this work as long as I can," 
Anderson said. 

As Southern Baptist church plant­
ing missionaries, Anderson and his 
wife, Rhoda, put in a lot of legwork­
literally. Whether it's going door-to­
door in an apartment complex, prayer 
walking a neighborhood or driving 
150 miles one way to preach and play 
the piano at a newly started church, 
church planting requires some long 
hours and a lot of patience. But they 
wouldn't have it any other way. 

Starting churches in southeastern 
Oklahoma, an area steeped in Native 
American culture, has its challenges. 
And it's those c.hallenges, Anderson 
said, that compel him to stay. 

Southeastern Oklahoma is home to 
more than 250,000 Native Americans, 
98 percent of whom are unchurched. 
The Andersons minister among five 
Native American nations: descendants 
of the Cherokees, Creek, Choctaw, 
Chickasaw and Seminole who re-set­
tled there in the early 1800s. 

Forced from their homelands af­
ter Congress' passage of the Indian 
Removal Act to make room for 
American expansion, these tribes 
lost almost a quarter of their people 
to epidemics including cholera, 
small pox and measles. 

Anderson understands mission 
work among Native Americans be-

cause he is one. 
'Tm a product of Southern Bap­

tist mission work," said Anderson, a · 
.Choctaw Indian . . 

Anderson became a Christian 
when he was 14 at a revival service in 
his Choctaw Indian village in south­
eastern Oklahoma where a Native 
American Southern Baptist mission­
ary was preaching. His mother, then 
60, also professed Christ in the ser­
vice. 

"The American Indian is a reli­
gious person," Anderson said. "By 
that I mean he has his own religion 
already. When you come to him with 
the idea that Christianity is the better 
way of life, and that you want to start 
a church in the area to reach those in­
dividuals, they have a fear of their 
culture being lost. 

"We see the results of their reli­
gion, that it doesn't bring joy or peace 
or any kind of security to them. And 
that is evidenced by the fact that alco­
holism is a plague that bothers our 
tribes. Drug abuse is also very preva­
lent," Anderson said. 

And, he added, with the suicide 
rate among Native Americans four 
times the national average, the eternal 
hope that comes through knowing 
Jesus Christ as Savior is a desperately 
needed message. 

Although Indians have increasing­
ly assimilated over the years into 
American culture, there is a widely 
held misperception among Native 
Americans that Christianity is still the 
'white man's religion,' Anderson said. 

"When you first confront a Native 
American with the claims of Christ on 
his life, there's a sense of distrust." 

That's why Anderson has a person­
al responsibility to take the gospel to 
his people. 

"I look at my own life and I see 
where the change has come, from 
where my people were religious," said 
Anderson. "They did have a religion, 
but we didn't have Christ. So, I just 
use my own life as a testimony as I 
tell them about Jesus." 

"I simply share with them the way 
that they can be changed," he said. 
"And that's not through rituals. It's not 
through anything that man does. But 
it's all through what God will do for 

you if you by faith tum to Him." ~·· increasing responsibnlty wit~in and outside churct 
The Andersons have served as " After leading inner-city children's ministries in .their 

church planting missionaries in south- hometown, they eventually gained ,status as volunteer Mission 
eastern Oklahoma_since _1995_. Previ- Service Corps missionaries with tlje Southem,Baptistf)lo~h 
ously they served m Cahfornia, Tex- American Mission Boar~arning a living through their • 
as and Montana. O_ver the years, they professions while serving bivocationally through their local 
have helped start eight chur~hes. association. 

Anderson also works with about . · h 
90 churches across four associations Th_en m early 1999 they were asked to spend eight mont s 
assisting them in church planting on .Pnnce Edward Island-a request from th~ p~stor ?f the 
and mentoring young pastors, an as- ) church where they had se~ed on a m1ssIon tnp more 
signment that puts about 65,000 . . than two years earlier. . 
miles each year on his J 1 'JI.? "We really hadn't had any contact with the ,,, 
vehicle. 'I"'~ church," Ledford sald. "It came as a total 

~derson's strat- r; / ~ surprise to us." 
egy !s simple yet - ~ ~ They went through a period of 
requires a keen .--7-....., RMSTRONG questioning, but through a series of 
awar~ness .0.f where • E A s r E R o FF E R I N G<I> confirming circumstances they became 
God is leadmg. ------- I I • h h f 

"Keep your eyes roR NORTH AMERICAN MISSIONS abso ute y convinced t at t . e call was rom 
open, and when you ,. . God: . . . . . h .... 
see God at work that's your invitation It was scary to thmk about leavmg your family, ome, 
to join Him," he said. "Basically all business and your whole culture and go somewhere else, but 
through my ministry that's been my it was more frightening not to go;1'. he said. ..... • 
philosophy. God is going to reveal On Prince Edward lsland-:-the idyllic setting for the 
where He's at work." fictional ''Anne of Green Gables".....;...their ministry has been 

~or Anderson, that means being multifaceted. Their original assignment of children's ministry 
available 24 hours a day, seven days , quickly grew to includeyouth ministry and ~pnday sc~9ol 
a week. For example, w~en he got a leadership. Mrs. Ledford also began a womeri'.S Bible Study 
call late one Saturday rught from a ' h h b · f h • b · I f oi} h 'cl 
man contemplating suicide, he visit- t _at. as ?come one o t eir est.too s or outreac an 
ed him right away. d1sc1ple_s~1p. . . " . , . . . . 

"Later on he became a Christian, ,,,. But It I_S ,~.rgugh lh~!r,exp.ert,s~ .. i!" ch!l~.r~ns. mm,s.t~•ttiat 
and we baptized him," Anderson said. the Ledfords have foum:lthemselves leadmgwhat has '< 
"Today he is a deacon in a church and become a major venture into church planting. 
praying about surrendering to the min- , In the ea&t-coast fishing town .of Montaga~. they began in 
istry full time." ~1;t~spring Qf,~OQP with,one girl iit)d,n.ow.th~ have ~bout307 
. Anderson r-eadily admits _his mi~- t 35 children and adults·meeting eac~ Sunday afternoon>A , 
is~ would not be possible without his I new building also was -0onated recently for the new· 
wife. .. •· • , • . . 

"O f th bir • thi • th r g~ngregat1on s use. • . ... . . . ... ,;. . g . . f, 

minis:;1or ~!tfs ~;~fe;~t~ ~aid~ [ •''C:;;Withinct/eWmof!fhs of beglaQiQ9 ~i~g:~ ;~ay, Morsf .. , 
"She's a definite part of the ministry, f b~an o~emng for anoJher chu~~;,plantmg venture ona . . { 
and so we're a team." i fo.rmer Air force base m Sammers1de, a to~n on the opposite 

Mrs. Anderson often serves as pi- ' {icie otth~:,~.lan~i,.. LJ\Stxear asT,!,fI9.rQUR Rt;pa,n.,Te~fi~9 i~ ~J(J 
anist for churches they help start. She ; centr~lly lqcated storefront .t y' h1/ ' \ '" , x '' ' 0<:1; : i' A 

also teaches the Choctaw 'language in "' "There is no way we could have conceived and put t.hese 
the public schools and tutors adults in things together," Mrs. Ledford said. "It's clear God was at 
how to re~d a!ld ~rite English._ work, not just in the lives of the pe9ple of.Siemon Park;Ibut in 

"Tutonng _m htera~y does give me ofir lives." " >'' ': < . • ' . 
the ?PP0 rtumty to witness for Je~us The Ledfords' original eight months ended long ago, of 
~:~\~:cs:~~~ I can use 

th
e Scnp- course, but they now say they plan to stay until God leads 

Despite the long days and week- otherwise. , •• • , 
ends on the road, the couple show no "God gives us the things day by day to do the things He 
signs of tiring of the work to which needs us to do," Ledford said. "And He gives us the 
God has called them. "I couldn't be equipment to do it.'' 
happy doing anything else,'' he said. 
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C.onference offers ideas to renew vision for evangelism 
"Only two things 

got mad: the older 
brother and the 

fatted calf." 
Ike Reighard, pastor of 

Northstar Church in 
Kennesaw, Ga., preaching 

on the parable of the 
prodigal son 

By David Winfrey 
& Trennis Henderson 
News Director & Editor 

LOUISVILLE- Pastors, laypeo­
ple and evangelists speaking at the 
annual Kentucky Baptist Convention 
Evangelism Conference urged partic­
ipants to use all means possible to 
share the gospel with people who 
don't know Jesus. 

Biblically based pastorates, mis­
sions volunteerism, personal testimo­
nies, a persistent spirit and an accept­
ing heart were among the tools that 
speakers endorsed during the event, at 
Canaan Missionary Baptist Church in 
Louisville. 

"Renew the Vision" was the theme 
for the conference, Feb. 25-26. "We 
were wanting pastors to catch a new 
vision for what God wants 
to do through them," said --------. EVANGELISM CONFERENCE An estimated 1,800 people attended the annual 

Kentucky Baptist Convention Evangelism Conference last week in Louisville. 
■ Above: Sign art evangelist Tyra Lokey of Lawrenceburg performs. ■ Top 
right: Ron Shaver, pastor of Little Flock Baptist Church in Shepherdsville, 
delivers his message. ■ Right: Southern Baptist Convention President James 
Merritt speaks. 

Dan Garland, leader of the 
KBC evangelism growth 
team. 

Renew 
the 

Southern Baptist Con­
vention President James 
Merritt challenged pastors 
to "preach the word and 
reach the world." 

Vision 
KBC Evangelism 

Conference preaching and evangelism 
business," Malone said, 

"Paul would respond by saying, 'I 
don't have enough room in my heart 
to compromise my faith ."' 

Merritt, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Snellville, Ga., said bibli­
cal exposition and personal evange­
lism are the keys to having "a God­
blessed ministry in the 21st century." 

Preaching from 2 Timothy 4, Mer­
ritt said the apostle Paul urged Timo­
thy to "receive the charge to be faith­
ful, realize the choice to be doubtful 
and remember the challenge to be 
watchful." 

Pastors s~ould preach God's Word 
confidently, compellingly, continu­
ously, convictingly, courageously, 
constructively and com­
passionately, he said. 

"This Book is the 
Word of God without us," 
he noted, "but we are 
nothing without the Word 

·of God." 
Warning that many 

church members "are 
more concerned about the 
length of your sermon that 
the depth of your ser­

Citing God's desire "for all of us 
to have the kind of spiritual disposi­
tion as Paul," he noted that some 
churches and ministers "have a spiri­
tual laissez-faire attitude." 

"Some preachers are so insecure 
when they hear about another church 
growing, they get jealous," Malone 
said. "Do you realize how many un­
saved people there are in every city? 
Rather than getting jealous or upset, -

why don't you preach, 
why don't you do ministry 
and watch God add to the 
Kingdom of God? 

"There are no sinner 
shortages," he emphasized. 
"The only question is who 
wants 'em. If you want 
them then you have to do 
whatever it takes." 

mon," Merritt urged pas- Walter Malone 

Paul was compelled by 
God's Spirit to risk his life 
for the sake of the gospel, 
Malone said. "lfl'm going tors to "keep the ship of 

our ministry anchored to the rock of 
this Book." 

"If your ministry is going to count, 
it's going to cost," he said. "If it 
doesn't cost, it's not going to count." 

Host pastor Walter Malone en­
couraged conference participants to 

KENTUCKY BAPTIST do "whatever it takes to do the work 
CHORALE The men's of ministry, preach the gospel and 

group sang at the ·evangelize the lost." 
beginning of an . Noting that Paul's detractors urged 

afternoon session. him to "just slack off a little bit on this 

to have an attitude of whatever it takes, 
some things have to die within me. I 
am crucified with Christ. You've got 
to die to yourself. 

"We are hiding behind stained 
glass windows. We've got to go where 
the world is," he said. "Get busy and 
do whatever it takes. What is your 
spiritual disposition?" 

strength of a church is by its "sending 
capacity, not its seating capacity." 

'Tm convinced that missions is a 
priority in God's life," Shaver said. 

Evangelist Junior Hill urged pas­
tors to be like the lilies of the field 
Jesus referred to in Matthew 6:28-29. 
Such lilies were sure of their identity, 
he noted. "You don't see that lily run­
ning around trying to be a petunia, do 
you? 

"You don't have to be anybody 
else. God made you beautiful in His 
sight," he said. 'Tm learning that 
whatever God made you is the most 
beautiful thing He could come up 
with, so be happy with it." 

. The lilies also were content in their 
location, he added, noting that 90 per -
cent of the pastors he works with wish 
they were somewhere else. 

"Wrong motives rarely make right 
moves," he said, adding that many 
people pursue the better and miss the 
best that God intends for them. 

"Don't be pverly burdened about 
where you are," he said. "Be just like 
that flower, content where you are." 

William Sheals, pastor of Hope­
well Baptist Church in Norcross, Ga., 
urged the audience to never give up 
despite times when they 
get frustrated, falter or fail. 

"Some say there is no 
need to try. But faith says 
try one more time," Sheals 
said, preaching from three 
events in Peter's life. 
"Some of your peers may 
even say, 'Throw in the 
towel.' The Word says, 
'The battle is not yours."' 

David Nasser, a 
speaker with the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic As­

author of "40 Days," a book that en­
courages youth to develop a deeper 
relationship with God. 

After becoming a Christian, Nass-
• er was kicked out of his Muslim home. 
Other family members eventually be­
came Christians, but not his father. 

He jokingly described a tense hos­
pital visit to his mother, who was hav­
ing open-heart surgery. "I remember 
thinking, 'My father's going to hit me, 
but at least I'm in a hospital, so this is 
convenient."' 

His father later accepted Jesus as 
Savior, Nasser said. "That same dad 
who kicked me out of the house is the 
same man who went back to Turkey 
to witness to his own family." 

After giving an invitation, to which 
17 people responded, Nasser encour­
aged Christians to learn to tell their 
own testimony to non-Christians. 

"The only problem with seeing 
people come to Jesus is that's all you 

• ever want to see." 
Pastor Ike Reighard said Chris­

tians must imitate the father of the 
prodigal son, helping people see that 
they are acceptable, valuable, forgiv­
able and lovable to God. 

"Until we as pastors come to grips 
with how much God loves 
us, we're never going to 
be able to share it with the 
people who are out there," 
said Reighard, pastor of 
Northstar Church in Ken­
nesaw, Ga. 

But too many Chris­
tians imitate the disgrun­
tled older brother in the 
story of the prodigal son, 
upset that the father ac­
cepted the wayward 
brother back so eagerly. 

Ron Shaver, pastorof Little Flock 
Baptist Church in Shepherdsville, said 
a church with a global focus on evan­
gelism will see that praise is the ulti­
mate privilege, discipleship is the ul­
timate desire and missions is a mar­
velous mandate. 

"This world wants to tell us we 
ought to keep our Christianity quiet," 
Shaver said. 'Tm here to tell you that 
if you're a disciple, it will be evident." 

sociation, mixed humor David Nasser 
with seriousness while 

"Only two things got 
mad: the older brother and 

the fatted calf," Reighard said. "Our 
churches are filled with elder broth­
ers." 
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Last year, Little Flock saw 417 
people go on short-term mission trips, 
including more than 300 volunteers 
who did work outside Kentucky, he 
said. Shaver quoted Rick Warren as 
saying the proper way to m~asure the 

giving his testimony during the youth 
emphasis evening. 

A native of Iran whose family es­
caped during the revolution, Nasser 
described turning to alcohol to be ac­
cepted in American schools. 

"All you have to do is conform to 
the patterns of this world, and the 
world will take you in," said Nasser, 

But God intends for Christians 
to seek out the prodigals, he said. 
"Churches must be ready to see them, 
run to them, hug them and kiss them ... 
and tell them we're glad that they're 
home." 



EVANGELISM 
Panel: Quality programs and meeting needs reach people I 
By Trennis Henderson 
Editor 

LOUISVILLE-How can church 
leaders grow an evangelistic church? 
The answer, according to Texas pas­
tor Ed Young, begins with quality 
worship and Bible study. 

Young and five staff members 
from Second Baptist Church of Hous­
ton led a panel discussion on church 
growth during last week's Kentucky 
Baptist Evangelism Conference. The 
metropolitan church, which holds sev­
en worship services each weekend, 
started more than 20 Bible study class­
es last year. 

"A leader has to have a vision of 
what God would have you do as a 
church," said Young, former president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
"The next thing is you have to sell that 
vision" and invite church members to 
help expand the vision. 

Quality worship "is the first place 
you have to begin," Young added. 
"How we can take God's Word and 
make it boring is amazing to me. Build 
effective, efficient, dynamic worship. 

"The next thing is Bible study," he 
emphasized. Noting that his church is 
"against small Bible study classes," 
Young said large classes with quali­
fied teachers make the greatest impact. 

"How much better to have big 
classes and divide the class into shep­
herd groups," he said. "If you've got 
quality teachers, you can build quali­
ty classes." 

Lisa Milne, who coordinates the 
church's program ministries, noted, 
"The big picture is we have two teach­
ers in every class- almost always a 
man and a woman; a_lmost never a 
husband and wife." 

Ed Young 

"Make sure that what you're trying 
to communicate speaks to the lost 
person as well as the Christian," he 
added. 

"Don't fall into the trap of going 
purely contemporary on your peo­
ple," added Doug Page, Second 
Houston's evangelism and chil­
dren's minister. "You have to know 
your crowd; you have to know who 
you're ministering to." 

Youth minister Dave Riggle, who 
also helps coordinate discipleship ef­
forts, discussed the church's new 
member focus. "When someone 

Milne said the most important comes into the church, our No. 1 goal 
leader in each class is the class direc- is to connect them through Bible 
tor. "That is the person who needs to study. That Bible study class becomes 
believe in that class and has a passion the person's home class (and) will 
to build that class and reach people." begin to track that person." He said 

Structuring Bible study .--------, deacons and staff members 
classes as the church's pri- Renew also follow up with new 
mary ministry unit, Milne members to "make sure 
said missions, discipleship, • th! they are connected." 
recreation and ?ther pro- V 1s1on The church also offers 
grams are orgamzed on the a 12-week newcomer se-
class level. KBC Evangelism ries that addresses such is-

Responding to questi?~s Conference sues ~s bas\c. Chris_tianity, 
from conference partlc1- doctnne, spmtual gifts and 
pants, staff members addressed such ministry opportunities, he noted. 
issues as worship styles, new member Judy Craig, who coordinates in­
orientation and social ministry. In ad- reach and outreach activities, said the 
dition to the panel discussion, each of church's care ministries "connect peo­
the staff members led breakout ses- pie with others who understand their 
sions about their specific areas of min- situation. We give them resources and 
istry. encouragement. 

Young's son, Ben, leads contem- "We address a broad spectrum of 
porary and Gen X worship services issues from addiction and drugs to 
each week. He said the church also grief groups and career development," 
offers traditional and blended worship she added. 
services. "When there's a crisis in your town 

Ben Young said one key in wor- .or city, that's an opportunity for your 
ship planning is to include worship church to shine," Young agreed. As 
leaders who are the same age as the an example, he said his congregation 
people a church is seeking t~ reach. includes more than 60 families affili-

ated with Enron. He said the church 
has responded by seeking to minister 
to their needs in a time of crisis. 

"Immediately we move in when 
there's a crisis," he noted. "It's a fab­
ulous ministry when you go there with 
a cup of cold water and roll up your 
sleeves. 

"We do a lot of social things. All 
of these are non-threatening," Young 
said. 'They realize we are not going 
to zap them with the gospel gun but 
they are going to get in the atmo­
sphere" of spiritual support. 

Young said the people typically 
facing the greatest pain in life are di­
vorced or single women with one or 
two children. "That's where the great­
est pain in America is, period. If you 
want to build your church, you be 
seeker sensitive to those who have the 
greatest pain in your city." 

Regardless of a church's size or 
setting, Young said, quality is essen­
tial to making a minlstry impact. 

"Whatever you do, do it well," he 
urged. "We're responsible for the 
depth of our ministry. God will take 
care of the breadth of our ministry and 
the length of our ministry." 

Pastor: To build evangelistic church, start with spiritual movement 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

LOUISVILLE-The secret to 
building an evangelistic church is cre­
ating a spiritual movement involving 
everyone in the congregation, accord­
ing to the pastor of one of metro At­
lanta's largest megachurches. 

"That's what evangelistic outreach 
ought to be," William Sheals said dur­
ing a workshop for the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention Evangelism 
Conference. "A membership 
you can join and quit, but a 
movement means every per­
son has a task. In this explo­
sion we want to make a dif­
ference." 

Sheals is senior pastor of 
Hopewell Missionary Bap­
tist Church in Norcross, Ga., Sheafs 
which was a rural church 
with 150 members when he became 
its pastor in 1982. Today the "City of 
Hope" numbers 17,000 members with 
122 staff members, more than 50 min­
istries and 10 buildings on a 30-acre 
site. 

He told the workshop audience that 
spiritual movements have three prima­
ry characteristics: 

I Deliberate action that elicits in­
volvement Having organized action 
and high motivation means involving 
people at all levels of commitment, he 
said. He joked that Hopewell has three 

kinds of members: Those who walk 
by faith, those who go by sight and 
"moon walkers"-those who moon 
walk in the front door and out the 
back. 

I Activities that generate oppo­
sition. Great movements often are 
halted by opposition within the ranks, 
particularly those people who "don't 
necessarily want to lead but want to 
be seen." 

Such movements also can expect 
spiritual conflict, he said. 
"The winning of souls will 
never go on without opposi­
tion." 

I Continual leader de­
velopment, making the 
movement self-perpetuat­
ing. Many times a dynamic 
individual can incite other 
people to action, Sheals said. 
But a movement will grow 

and endure only if it develops a net­
work of leaders, he said. 

"A lot of you pastors know you can 
preach to 500 or 1,000 or 3,000 peo­
ple, but you can't pastor that many," 
Sheals said. "Moses tried it. Jethro 
came to him and said, 'You're wear­
ing yourself out. You're the CEO. 
Deal with things paramount to doc­
trine, and then build yourself a top and 
middle-management team."' 

Such a movement needs disci­
plined leaders, Sheals added. He said 
leaders must be teachable, self-con-

trolled, committed to completing tasks 
and acknowledging their need for dis­
cipline and growth. 

"The largest room in the world is 
the room for self-improvement," he 
quipped. 

Formerly deputy director of the 
Atlanta Housing Authority, this is 
Sheals' first and only pastorate. In 
addition to Christian elementary and 
high schools, the church's campus in­
cludes a restaurant, credit union, bou­
tique and other shops. 

Sheals calls the latter "Chris­
tianomics," an effort to train members 
in the principles of economics and 
business and circulate more money in 
the Christian community. 

He also helps educate needy 
youngsters, donating book royalties 
and speaking fees to a college schol­
arship fund. 

Despite these achievements, most 
occurring the past nine years, Sheals 
said God showed him in 1999 that he 
was trying to do too much. 

"I was driving the church to be all 
things to all people," he said. "God 
knocked me off my (pedestal) . He 
said, 'Why do you think I built First 
Baptist, Second Baptist and Third 
Baptist? You can't be all things to all 
people. You don't have all the gifts."' 

Besides repenting to his congrega­
tion, he directed the church to halt all 
advertising in favor of evangelism by 
knocking on doors and other personal 

contacts. 
- Sheals said a primary element of 

building an evangelistic church is to 
remember that the church is not the 
physical building but the people, with 
Jesus Christ as the Chief Cornerstone. 

He said some megachurches have 
nearly eliminated messages about the 
blood of Christ from sermons and nev­
er call on people to change the way 
they live. 

"Crowds will come if there's no 
conviction or commitment to live 
righteously," he said. "Seats filled will 
people who are happy but not righ­
teous, who feel good but aren't acting 
good, isn't good enough. 

"We must bring Jesus back to the 
center of our churches. He is the One 
Who will bring joy. When we lift Him 
up, we will build an evangelistic 
church." 

PANEL DISCUSSION 
Ben Young (center), a staff 
member at Second Baptist 
Church of Houston, 
answers a question during 
a panel discussion at the 
Kentucky Baptist 
Convention Evangelism 
Conference Feb. 26 in 
Louisville. Beside him are 
staff members Judy Craig 
and Doug Page. 

DUET Vocalist Lame/le 
Harris of Louisville and 
Yvette Eastham of Zion 
Baptist Church in 
Henderson sing a duet 
during the KBC Evangelism 
Conference in Louisville. 
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EVANGELISM 
Stowell: Sharing faith harder in 'pagan' America 
Continued from page 1 Stowell noted five characteristics of the first-
up those traditions that divide us so that we can be century church that allowed it to thrive: 
one in America now that God is back.'" Stowell said. I The centrality of Jesus. "It was. all about Him, 

But Christians proclaiming that Jesus is the and nothing else," Stowell saiq, • . • . . 
only way to God is a scandal in a Christian~ today must be more tfjan ' 
religious landscapethat accepts all Renew "peoplesittingjn the pew sayjng the' 
faiths as equal, Stowell said. "It . the serrn9n ,didn't do anything fo(me;ata(.I 
suddenly struck me that what (the v• • today," he said. 0Our prnblep, today is •• 
pastor) was asking me to give up was 1S1Qfi not mu~ic, it's not sermons, it's that 
Jesus .... He's asking pie to give up KBC Evangelism everyone comes in to churcJ1 thinking 
my Friend, he's asking me to give up C fe that church is about them:t 
my Guide." , ,. .. . on rence I The clarity o(the message.Early 

While secularisrr( had qorninat!3d the previous Chr.istians '',never compromised .that Jesus was 
• four decades.before Sept. 11, thefonly way," Stowell said, . , . . ., 

paganism now defines "They never flinched," he added. "They never 
' America, Stowell said. cut.a deal to stop the persecution." 

. "That isn't a pejorative . The .clarity of the Christian inessage must not 
... ·. term,'.' he added, giving the 'only come f rom,Christians'. lip§F''geca4s'e me 
fr te.9hnical definition of \ world d9~_sn.;ti.ya9t to h~a~wh~twe fjaye_J~ .• s~yp 
\ paganismas a wide-open ·. but ~Isa fromtheir lives, he actdeq. + .. :i ); . \. ·.:. 

spirit~alJty with arnultiplicity irtie 9oura~~·.9tJp~mPerf cqqyigf!PIJ~, ~ar 
ofgodswhere· there is ho churcr members were willing to dit:i•fO[Je~u 
ajoral authority or . when nec~ssary; Stowell said> v \, (j. . 

·•· '. acc0U[Jtability and no one god i i The compassfon in rnembers'hear'ts.Tre 
h_as the rightto:.clailll preeminencepver the other / earltcryrch r~s9ued abandoned b~bies and c' 

gods. i. .;Jf V ). • .• , .1·: • ministered !.0 diSe&sed people, he said. . .. 
.'.'If it was-our rnor~lity, .. that was threaten.~d i.n . • '.tTh~.re ~re some trH~ victims In t~is vyorldt''. 

secHlarism; it is,ourrnessage thatis threat~_.ned in Stowell saidt adding thatthe churchJoday mtlst 
paganism/' he~aid,,!'One ofthe things we're be 'i'Jilling to stand up against ~conomic ,a[Jd • 

, going ·to havet~-~o .is l~arn. hovy to stick up for political systems of injustige in Amerig~and 
Je.sus:"... :.,4. f • \, ······ '. ·.· ar6undthe world': . < .) ·•··· • •···· •. ) ····•· •. •. 
+1;; Churcres1tj9,ul(look to t~e'first~centu.P' j [hf{qo~munityriui'fTlb,ers h,adWitb'eaclr" 
church as a model.of how to minister in such a other. .Peopl8'did11't look at the early church and 
tinie, he said. "The early church was bornin a say, "My, how they fight ·with one another," 
pagan culture, very much like ours. And they · Stowell.said, but 0My, how they love one 

, qidn't just surviy~. t.heyJhrived." another." 

Anonymous givers 
In our role as a third-party fidu- scious of their heavenly bank ac­

ciary, the Kentucky Baptist Foun- counts to which Jesus referred in 
dation offers anonymity to those· Matthew 6: 19-21 and to which Paul 
who desire it. There are those who referred in Philippians 4: 17. They 
want to give for the benefit of their . view their giving as spiritual invest­
church and other Baptist causes, but ments in eternity, paying excellent 
do not want the beneficiaries to returns into their spiritual bank ac­
know their names and/or the counts. Anonymous givers consid­
amounts of their gifts . ·There are er their giving as solemn acts of 
obvious practical reasons for giving worship much like how Paul de-
anonymously, but in my· _ scribed the gifts of the 
experience the reasons KENTUCKY Philippians inPhilipp~ans 
~un much d_eeper than BAPTIST 4:18: "a fragrantoffe~ng, 
Just the practical. FOUNDATION an acceptable sacnfice, 

In Philippians 2:3 the .--------. pleasing to God." Final-
apostle Paul exhorted the ly, anonymous givers un-
saints in Christ Jesus at derstand Paul's convic-
Philippi to "do nothing tion as statedin Philippi-
out of selfish ambition or ans 4: 19: "And my God 
vain conceit, but in hu- will meet all your needs 
mility consider others according to His glorious 
better than yourse~ves." riches in Christ Jesus." 
The anonymous givers I Although I have used 
have had the privilege of Barry Allen to describe the anony-
assisting have demon- . mous givers I have 
strated a humility we all should em- known the same qualities Paul used 
ulate. They do no't think less of to describe the Philippian Chris­
themselves, but they think of them- tians, let me hasten· to say these 
selves less and of others more. qualities are not limited just to those 

Anonymous givers live with an anonymous givers. Most of the in­
attitude of gratitude. That attitude is dividuals and couples we have the, 
reflected not only in their giving, - privilege to assist demonstrate most, 
but also in their living. They view if not all, of these qualities. 
their giving as enabling them to be- Please give us the privilege of 
come partners in God's work much assisting you. 
li~e the _Philippian Chr_istia1;1s Barry Allen is president of the Kentucky 
viewed their support of Paul m Phil- Baptist Foundation 10605 Shelbyville 
ippians 4:14-15. The anonymous Road, Louisville, KY 40223; (888) 254-
givers I have known are very con- 5701; www.ky baptistfoundation.org 
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Experience Higher Education 
with a Higher Purpose at the 
Baptist College of Health Scien·ces. 
The Baptist College of Health Sciences, located at 1003 
Monroe in Memphis, Tenn., is hosting an open house for 
prospective students on Saturday, March 16 at 10 a.m. 
For more information, call us toll-free at 1-866-575-BCHS 
or visit www.bchs.edu . 

[Q)BAPTIST~ 
College of Health Sciences 

~PJ.ACTICAL usouaCES fOJ. CHl.lSTUN LIVING 

WESfERNRECORDEft + Your Church Newsletter 
Two great publications, one less post office headache; (888) 254-5728 

Growing a heart for the world 
The tasks of the Kentucky Bap­

tist Convention include assisting 
churches to do together what they 
cannot do separately. One of the 
greatest things the convention can 
do is in the area of mission empha­
sis and mission projects. 

The convention is not in com­
petition with the Southern Baptist 
International Mission Board or 

Without a vision there will be no 
commitment to do anything about 
the need. Commitment always has 
been a pretty big word for me. 

The key is growth. Sometimes 
we are afraid of growth because it 
brings change. But things will 
change whether we like it or not. In 
many cases, things need to change. 

There is one more word that 
North American Mission 
Board. Our efforts seek to 
complement theirs. 

There is a worldwide 
need for the gospel. 
Amid all the physical 
needs, the greatest need 
still is spiritual. Kentucky 
Baptists can help as we 
get personally involved 
and gain a mission vi­

PRESIDENT'S 
PERSPECTIVE 

must be in the hopper. 
That word is giving. As 
our mission is sharpened, 
oui commitment is deep­
er and out spiritual life is 
growing, our giving will 
increase individually and 
as a whole church. 

sion. 
Why is the burden of 

the world on my heart? 
As a little boy living on a Harold Greenfield 

Regrettably, there is a 
preoccupation with 
membership in many 
churches. Some people 
think that large churches 
are great churches. But a 
great church is one that 
has a mission vision. That dirt-gob road, I had no 

burden for the world. Even when I 
answered the call to preach, I had 
no burden for the world. I had a bur­
den for the lost irt my community 
but not the world. 

What happened? Growth! How 
do we grow spiritually? Our lives 
are shaped by vision. The Lord is 
growing a world in my heart. When 
we have a vision of lost humanity, 
we want to do something about it. I 
pray that the Father will imprint on 
your heart a world map. 

church is a group of people living 
beyond a preoccupation with them­
selves. Precisely because they live 
beyond themselves, their strengths 
are developed, their vision is lifted 
and their energies are vitalized to 
new levels. 

Harold Greenfield is president of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention which sponsors 
this column. Contact the KBC at Box 
43433, Louisville, KY 40253-0433; (800) 
266-6477; www.kybaptist.org 



SMILE 
Look for the thread 

I think there is a significant dif- ed a healthier, happier atmosphere. 
ference between a trend and real There have been so many chang­
change. To me, a trend is something es since 1869, it is impossible to 
like pet rocks, bell-bottom jeans, share them all. It would fill this is­
mood rings and that glittery stuff sue of the Western Recorder many 
you see girls wearing on their faces times over. There is a thread that 
these days. runs through these changes, though. 

Change could be described as a It is a thread of mission, purpose 
trend with a destination. As we un- and commitment. The children are 
dertake changes in our lives, those the thread. The families are the 
alterations should have a thread. What was done 
goal, a destination in HOMES FOR decades ago was done for 
mind. Otherwise, it is CHILDREN them, to provide better 
change for the sake of immediate care and bet-
change. Let's face it, =--.-:-,3111!11 ter opportunities once 
transitions are tough they left us. Family fos-
enough without us creat- ter care, the Center for 
ing unnecessary ones. Independence, Comer-

Seasons of change stone Counseling and 
have come often in the other programs came 

• 133-year journey of Ken- about to help more chil-
tucky Baptist Hornes for drei:i and families and to 
Children. There was a help them in ways that 
time to build that first ...._ __ ...... """'"_ ........ ..., caused less disruption. 
home when it became Bill Smithwick Residential care, the ser-
apparent to the women . • vice with the deepest 
striving to place orphans that they roots to the past, always will be with 
had too many children and not us, but it, too, will undergo change 
enough families with whom to for the benefit of our children. 
place those children. There was a As KBHC embarks on another 
time to move that came in the late season of change, I ask each of you 
1940s when a roomy campus to look for the thread and support 
named Spring Meadows was built today's children and families and 
in the Jefferson County countryside. tomorrow's, too. They need KBHC, 
Renovations came at the Kentucky and they need you. 
Baptist Children's Horne in Glen­
dale . The large dormitories that 
housed hundreds of children were 
replaced with cottages that provid-

Bill Smithwick is president of Kentucky 
Baptist Homes for Children. Contact KBHC 
at (800) 456-1386 or atwww. kbhc.org 

Honoring special students 
By Robert Dunston 

Each year at Cumberland Col­
lege's Founder's Day convoca­
tion, our alumni board of directors 
presents the Alumni Student Ser­
vice Awards. The awards recog­
nize students who are involved in 
the recruitment of new students 
for Cumberland College. 

Wendy Michelle 

and Terri Short of Glasgow. He is 
majoring in computer information 
systems and business administra­
tion. 

Short also has worked in the 
admissions office for the past 
three years. In addition to giving 
tours and talking with students 
when they visit Cumberland, he 
has contacted prospective stu­

King received one of the 
awards this year. She is 
the daughter of Angie 
Himes and Randal 
Himes of Mt. Vernon 
and the wife of David 
King, a 2001 Cumber­
land graduate. King is 
majoring in special ed­
ucation. 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

dents by phone, answer­
ing questions and en­
couraging them to visit 
Cumberland. 

For the past three 
years, she has worked 
year-round in Cumberland's ad­
missions office, giving tours and 
talking with prospective students. 

Mrs. King also has served in 
Cumberland's freshman orienta­
tion program for the past three 
years. Currently she serves as 
president of Cumberland's Ken­
tucky Education Association 

. chapter. She also has been named 
to Who's Who Among Students 
in American Universities and Col­
leges. 

Jamey Michael Short received 
the other Alumni Student Service 
Award. Short is the son of Donald 

Short has been in­
volved in the Baptist 
Student Union. He has 
participated in mission 
trips to El Salvador and' 
Poland and directed 
Camp All-American, a 
Christian sports camp in 1 

' 

Atlanta. Sl:iort also has 
been named to Who's Who 
Among Students in American 
Universities and Colleges. 

Cumberland College depends 
on enthusiastic students like Mrs. 
King and Short to help prospec­
tive students catch the school's 
vision and excitement. We thank 
them for their outstanding service. 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland Col­
lege, 6000 College Station Dr., 
Williamsburg, KY 40769 

Kudzu 
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Bible Crossword 
Across 
1. Father of the Chosen People 

(Genesis 12:1-3) 
8. Prophet who tore his cloak into 

twelve pieces (1 Kings 11 :30) 
13. Sheep's noise 
14. Old Testament prophet, between 

Amos and Jonah 
17. Brief letter 
18. Samuel's mentor 
19. The rock city of ldumaea (Isaiah 

16:1) 
20. No-good fellow 
22. Lions failed to harm him 
23. Third longest book of prophecy 

in the Old Testament 
24: Northern central state, abbr. 
25. Drill instructor, abbr. 
26. King of Israel (1 Kings 16:16) 
27. Jacob's son (Genesis 30:10-11) 
28. Belonging to a son of Aaron (1 

Chronicles 24:1) 
32. This animal alive is better than a 

dead lion (Ecclesiastes 9:4) 
33. Belonging to the man who shot 

Jehoram through the heart (2 
Kings 9:24) 

35. Nehemiah's pri~st and scribe 
39. Eliasaph was the son of this 

man (Numbers 7:42) 
41. A servant in the house of Saul (2 

Samuel 9:2) 
44. "All they that hate me love 

_ " (Proverbs 8:36) 
46. Asian woman's garment 
47. Abraham's son 
48. "Cursed is the_ who . .. 

sacrifices a blemished animal to 
the Lord" (Malachi 1 :14 NIV) 

50. This place in Moab was ruined • 
in the night (Isaiah 15:1) 

51 . "_! The gate to the nations is 
broken" (Ezekiel 26:2 NIV) 

52. The judge and prophet who es­
tablished the kingship in Israel 
(1 Samuel 8:21-22) 

53. His wife became a pillar of salt 
54. The Lord showed him a plum­

bline 
56. Chemical symbol for argon 
57. "Prophet of the Temple" and a 

colleague of Zechariah (Ezra 
5:1) 

59. "The name of the wicked shall 
_ " (Proverbs 10:7) 

Last week's solution 

61. Needed for a photograph 
64. Unit of dry measurement, 

abbr. 
65. Moses successor (Numbers 

27:18-23) 
68. One of the twelve spies, the 

only one left alive in the desert 
with Joshua (Numbers 26:65) 

70. Exist 
72. Cast a ballot 
73. Sleuth, abbr. 
7 4. "I will spread my_ upon 

them" (Hosea 7:12) 
75. David's father 

Down 
1. In bed 
2. The mercenary prophet (Num­

bers 22:5-7) 
3. "I will _ bread from heav-

en" (Exodus 16:4) 
4. Prophet who married Gomer 
5. Killed by his brother 
6. Last book of the Old Testa­

ment, abbr. 
7. Joshua sent men there from 

Jericho (Jostiua. 7:2) 
8. Ki ng ofJudah at 22 years old 

who reigned for only a year (2 
Kings 8:26) 

9. Opposite of out 
10. He was 8 years old when he • 

became king and he reigned 
for 31 years (2 Kings 22:1) 

11. Preposition 
12. State of everlasting separation 

from God 
15. Israel's poet king 
16. Did perfectly on a test 
21 . Eastern seaboard state 
24. "The_ of sin is death" 

(Romans 6:23) 
26. Son of Boaz (Ruth 4:21) 
© 2000 Barbour Publishing 
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Michael J. La'7di 

27. Appeared to Abraham when he 
was 99 years old (Genesis 
17:1) 

29. Ezekiel's father (Ezekiel 1 :3) 
30. Egyptian goddess 
31. Juan's yes 
33. The weeping prophet 
34. Word said by Christ on the 

cross (Matthew 27:46) 
36. Second from the last book of 

the Old Testament • 
37. The son of Shema and the fa­

ther of Jorkoam (1 Chronicles 
2:43) 

38. Consumed 
40. United Airlines, abbr. 
42. Ahab served this god (1 Kings 

16:31 ) 
43. Supported Moses' hands in 

battle (Exodus 17:8-13) 
45. "A_ word stirs up anger" 

(Proverbs 15:1 NIV) 
49. King Darius threw Daniel here 

(Daniel. 6:16) 
52. The youngest son of Hiel of 

Bethel, who lost his life when 
the gates of Jericho were set 
up (1 Kings 16:34) 

55. The man to whom God gave 
the Ten Commandments 

56. American Football Conference, 
abbr. 

58. Fifth month of the Jewish year 
59. Decays 
60. Chemical symbol for thorium 
62. Lending library, abbr. 
63. "I will make you fishers of 

_" (Matthew 4:19) 
65.Josephforshort 
66. The opposite of down 
67. To trouble, afflict 
69. Chemical symbol for beryllium 
71. Estimated position, abbr. 
72. Video jockey, abbr. 
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EVANGELISM 
Jackson: New Testament can lf!ad people to Jesus 

LOUISVILLE- Richard Jackson believes in 
evangelism-and practices it. 

During 25 years as pastor of North Phoenix 

learn how to give aWE.y theirfaith," Jackson 
explained. Heiold pastors, "It's yourjob to .. 
encourage th€lm, to pray for them, to help them 

know,how to share their faith.'' Baptist Church, he baptized more than 
20,000 people. In recent years, he 
founded and directs the Jackson 
Center for Evangelism and 
Encouragement in Brownsville, Texas. 
He also has published "The Covenant 
of God's Love," a versioh of the New 
American Standard New Testament 
that includes marked passages 

R 
Urging Christians to not debate or 

efieW argue about their faith, tie added, "We 
the need to understand it's not our task to 

V• • win the whole world to Christ. We're 
1S1Qfi to tell them about Jesus. It's only the 

KBC Evangelism 
Conference 

Holy Spirit who can impart conviction 
and bring them to faith in Jesus 
Christ." 

highlighting how to know, show and grow in 
• God's love. •• 

·• . Jhe opportunity to share 
about that witnessing tool led 
himto accept an invitation to 
speak at last week's Kentucky 

., Baptist Evangelism 
Conference. His ministry 
center partnered with the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention. 
to make copies of the New 
Testament available to all 

conference participants. 
Ratner,man criii9i?ing GQristiarys for faiHng 

be effective witnesses, Jackson said he believes 
that«everyoqe '«~o ~h9ws ~esuswanis ~veryone 
yls!3 to;kno111,~.ElS,,4,s,.theyjust don't know what.to 
say apdthey'gon'.t kn.9w,.how to say it." 

Jacks,.on said Jhe witnessipg tool he has 
developed allows individuals to ''read himself or 
herself to faith in Christ." . . . , • 

Beginning with Jorn 3:16, tbe marked 
passages detailJb.e pl<W of s~lvation, how to 
witness ,and., hov{!omature iQthe Christian fait.h. 

"Wil~.essinq for Christ. is not rocket scienc~;'' 
Jacksohnoted: ''.It's more important than rocket 
science; lt's'ju~tnot that difficult •• • '< • .. • 

. "I wantpeoplewho don't kn9w anything 
'about the Bible to not be afraid of it," he added. 
i \We'refast trying to'get the gospel out." ., 

> ,.i J#§kson ~ai .. 9 he is e~cited about the 
\;;witnessing resq4rce b~cau·s~••.1 just wanted 
< sprnething th~tW1lS simple ana to the pgrrit so 

··• thatpeopl,e coilldfind th.eir wayto Christ" 
··:\., "lf.Godnev~u(encoufages yp4.fo uset~js in 
yourmfnistry, '1QBt's pne," he said. "Use 'iVhatever 
God puts ony.9yf h~1l~;" • .. . ,;, r :I, • ...... •·•. Jh'u,s ,'.'Th(yO\!El[l~rt of God',s, L,9ve.:'. The . 

spi~II papElrp~gk,New,JElstalTlEl[l! notes on the 
cover,(JGoct' Loves '(ou'As You"Are .... See 
Inside for Details'" , , , • 
'i,.'.'Aburden 'o 

·For inforrr\ati9q9-po~t•"Thep9venapt'of God's 
<.[ave," cantactJhe ~ack~ori Ce~ter for > . • 

• •· Evahgel;l§ITT,e9.9:!~QPgur~g~m~htex ... ~-rnii!. .. ~! i. 
siCenter@web-access.net.; , , ,, ••• , , • ,, 

,.~,,;; /~j~,,t:,,,;~:;:;;,;,, :.:"'/~;,,;::::~:,.)~:::1.,,;~~~ ,,;(;.:~;;:::,,, .,;:::::::::r11t&t:~,~~;:'''•::~;:~;::~::::~:::~:,.,,,,/h,,;,,>/f::,.;,,;@:•}' 

It's time to make plans for spring 
February 2002 is now in the history books, but 

the spring of 2002 is just on the horizon. Nearly 
everyone is happy to see winter melt away. When 
I was a child, my mother assured me that with the 
first sight of a robin, spring had arrived. The ar­
rival of robins may mean spring is here, but I have 
noticed a few times through the years when rob­
ins might have arrived a week or two ahead of 
time. 

I saw my first robins last weekend, and my 
immediate thoughts were those from 
my childhood: robins equal spring. I 
would love to be planning a large gar­
den like many of you will be putting 
out. There are few things in my life 
which have brought more pleasure and 
satisfaction than a big garden. 

When I first came to Oneida nearly 
19 years ago, I put out really big gar­
dens. I set out hundreds and hundreds 
of cauliflower, broccoli and cabbage 
plants each spring. When you are feed­
ing 600-700 people three times a day, a 
dozen or so of each plant will not go 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

The next several days, dozens of students and I 
were busy after school setting out tomato plants. I 
would not have been totally devastated if a dozen 
or two had died in the process, but I don't think 
we lost more than four or five plants. I am not 
even going to try to describe to you how many 
tomatoes 3,000 plants can produce. I'll just say 
that 200 plants would have been plenty! 

Spring is also a wonderful time to plan a trip to 
Oneida. The trees, shrubs and colorful flowers will 

just be awaking from their winter sleep. 
The scenic beauty of the trip alone is 
worth the time, but the icing on the cake 
will be a tour of our campus. We know 
many of our friends have never visited 
our campus. On the other hand, there 
are several Sunday school classes and 
church groups who visit us regularly. 

very far. One year, the owner of some W.F. Underwood 

If you can arrive by 10:45 a.m. EST, 
you can enjoy our chapel service where 
all the students and faculty gather each 
day for worship. After chapel, your tour 
will begin with a break for lunch on us 
in our school's dining room. After lunch 
the tour will continue and eventually 
end with a visit to our craft shop where greenhouses in Louisville gave us 3,000 

tomato plants. It had been a cooler-than-normal 
spring and he realized his earliest plants were get­
ting too big with many thousands more still grow­
ing. A wonderful friend of the school encouraged 
the owner to consider making the extra plants a 
gift to Oneida Baptist Institute. 

The next day I went to Louisville to pick up 
the plants. I was not sure if they all would fit in 
my van, but it was the largest vehicle I had. I re­
turned later that day with a van completely load­
ed with the plants. 

It never occurred to me that I would not set out 
all 3,000 plants, which were nearly two feet tall. 

the ladies can shop. Often the men would rather 
have a tour of the farm while the ladies are shop­
ping. If the whole group wants to tour the farm, 
that's just fine. 

We normally have you ready for your trip 
home by 2 p.m. We also have free overnight lodg­
ing available. Overnight guests need to call in 
advance. We appreciate it if all groups let us know 
when they are coming. Call ( 606) 84 7 -4111, ext. 
203. We look forward to seeing you this spring. 
W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www.oneida 
school. org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org 
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Women's speaker Dean urges 
prayer to set 'captives free' 

LOUISVILLE-Urging strategic 
prayer for people who are not Chris­
tians, Jennifer Kennedy Dean said 
prayer is the most effective evange­
lism tool available. 

Dean and her husband, Wayne, 
founded and lead .the Praying Minis­
try Foundation in Blue 
Springs, Mo. She was the 
featured speaker for a wom­
en' s conference held in con­
junction with last week's 
Kentucky Baptist Evange­
lism Conference. 

Highlighting the urgency 
of "setting captives free," 
Dean said, "When we pray Dean 
for lost people, we are work-
ing in cooperation with God to defeat 
the enemy in the life of that lost per­
son. We are setting the lost person's 
captive will free so that lost person can 
make a freewill choice to make Jesus 
Christ his personal Savior." 

Noting that Scripture describes 
unsaved people as blind, deaf, spiri­
tually dead and slaves, Dean asked, "Is 
a blind person choosing not to see? 
No, a blind person is unable to see. 
The Scripture says the god of this 
world has blinded the unbeliever." 

Christians should avoid consider­
ing themselves morally superior to 
non-Christians, she cautioned. "The 
reason you can see is not that you're 
better. It's because God said, 'Let 
there be light.' There's no reason for 
us to be in a battle or a debate with a 

lost person. It's up to God to reveal 
that revelation." 

The Christian's role, she said, is to 
faithfully pray for people with spiri­
tual needs. "Since the decision to fol­
low Jesus Christ is a decision made 
with your will, we have to set their will 

free so they can choose," she 
explained. "That's what 
prayer is accomplishing." 

Describing "the gap be­
tween what God desires for 
the earth and what the earth . 
is experiencing," Dean said 
prayer bridges that spiritual 
gap. 

"Your enemy does not 
want you to pray," she said. 

"The Scripture makes outrageous 
claims about what prayer can accom­
plish and God means every word. . .. 
We have become so satisfied with a 
little surface understanding of prayer 
that the church is missing out on what 
the Lord wants to do through prayer.'·' 

Citing Ephesians 6: 17-18, Dean 
said Spirit-generated prayer is the ul­
timate weapon in spiritual warfare. 

"The enemy has only one weapon 
he can use against you and that's the 
weapon of lies," she warned. Howev­
er, she added, "Your enemy cannot 
get anything past God. 

"When light and darkness come 
into contact, light always wins," she 
said. "We are' an army storming the 
occupying force and we are leading 
the captives out." 

A trip to Western Kentucky 
I always enjoy returning to 

Western Kentucky. Snow can­
celed a January preaching assign­
ment, and it was rescheduled for 
Feb. 24. The weekend was bathed 
in brilliant clear sky. Spring pre­
sented an early calling card with 
daffodils blooming on the front 
lawn. 

The trip included Saturday lunch 
with Gracie and Calvin 

Basketball game where he shared a 
brief Bible message at halftime. The 
league, sponsored by Pellville 
Church, reaches more than 100 chil­
dren and is a positive outreach for 
Christ. 

Sunday morning attendance at 
Blackford was 30 more than the 
previous year. A spacious and beau­
tiful fellowship hall provided evi­

Hibbs in their Owens­
boro retirement home. I 
was their pastor at First 
Baptist Church of Sturgis 

CLEAR CREEK 
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dence of past commit­
ments; a full auditorium 
challenges them for the 
future. Worship began 

from 1969-75 . Country 
ham imported from 
Union County, with a 
bountiful table of vegeta­
bles, topped off with 
peach cobbler, brought 
back many memories of 
Sturgis. We laughed 
again about the winter of 

. M i 

~ 
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with the baptism of an 
adult woman. As wor­
shippers departed they 
gave a love offering of 
more than $1,000 to help 
a family in need. Black­
ford Church is among the 
top 100 KBC churches in 
per-capita giving to mis­
sions through the Coop­
erative Program. '71 when Rebecca and I Bill Whittaker 

prepared to go home af- Sunday lunch at the 
parsonage included Vanessa's five­
star cooking (She cooked at Kelly 
Hall during their student days.) and 
the best of Christian fellowship with 
two deacon couples. As I headed 
home, I realized many of the things 
I've missed since the days I was a 
pastor, but how blessed I am for the 
opportunity to help equip others. 

ter supper and Rook, and discov­
ered we were snowbound. 

Sam and Vanessa Huff, Zachary 
and Tiffany were my hosts on Sat­
urday evening in Hancock County. 
Sam,_ a 1995 graduate,.is pastor of 
Blackford Baptist Church, a grow­
ing congregation with a building 
situated like a light on a hill between 
Hawesville and Pellville. Sam and 
Vanessa grew up about eight miles 
down the road. Before supper, I Bill Whittaker is president of Clear Creek 
accompanied Sam to an Upward Baptist Bible College, Pineville, KY 40977 
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Court hears arguments on door-to-door witnessing case I 
By Adelle Banks 
Religion News Service 

WASHINGTON (RNS)- In a 
case that could impact classic Bap­
tist outreach techniques , the U.S. Su­
preme Court last week considered 
whether Jehovah 's Witnesses can be 
required to have a permit before they 
knock on doors. 

The justices heard oral arguments 
in a case stemming from a require­
ment by the vill age of Stratton, 
Ohio, that religious groups and otha 
er solicitors fill out a form before ap­
proaching the homes of residents. 

The Jehovah' s Witnesses, who 
say anonymous door-to-door activ­
ity is a part of their ministry , argued 
the 1998 ordinance is unconsti tu­
tional because it violates free 
speech. They asked the high court 
to overturn a 6th U.S . Circuit Court 
of Appeals decision affirming a dis­
trict court ruling saying the ordi­
nance could be applied to the Wit-_ 
nesses . 

"It is a criminal act to go from 
door to door in the village of Strat­
ton" without a permit, said Paul 

Polidoro, associate general counsel 
for the Watchtower Bible and Tract 
Society of New York, the headquar­
ters for the faith group. 

Chief Justice William Rehnquist 
questioned how the village ' s regis­
tration process limits Jehovah' s Wit­
nesses since the mayor is supposed 
to give the permit at no cost to those 
who apply for it. 

"You can't be turned down," he 
said. 

But Jus tice Anthony Kennedy 
seemed to take a different view. 

"It seems ... troubling to me," he 
said. "You have to make the disclo­
sure to the mayor" as well as to the 
homeowner. 

"We don 't believe that anyone 
needs to go to the government to ask 
permission to speak to their neigh­
bor," Polidoro argued. 

Justices questioned lawyers on 
either side about the specifics of 
who could be barred from door-to­
door soliciting and whether it is 
wrong for a group that wishes to 
make such visits to have to state 
their cause ahead of time. 

Several justices focused on 

whether municipalities are justified 
in requiring permits for those who 
wish to knock on doors. "The con­
cern may stem from a concern about 
preventing burglars and unfortunate 
incidents in the area," Justice San­
dra Day O'Connor said . 

Abraham Cantor, the lawyer for 
the village of about 300 people, said 
the municipality is exerting its "po­
lice power" to deter crime by hav­
ing the peri:nitting process. 

Justice Antonin Scalia ques­
tioned the wide range of people who 
might have to apply. "The breadth 
of this thing is novel to me," he said. 

The justices wondered how trick­
or-treaters and Christmas carolers 
would be affected by the ordinance. 
"Do I have to get a permit to bor­
row a cup of sugar from my neigh­
bor?" O'Connor asked. 

When Cantor recited whom the 
ordinance included, Scal ia ques­
tioned the inclusion of Witnesses in 
the definition. "Are they canvassers, 
solicitors, hawkers .. . ?" he asked. 

Cantor said the ordinance is de­
signed "to prevent annoyance of the 
property owner." 

Baptists minister to New York Port Authority families 
By James Dotson 
SBC North American Mission Board 

NEW YORK . CITY (BP)-The 
gruesome task of recovering bodies 
from the site of the World Trade Cen­
ter attack has largely disappeared from 
the evening news. 

Bit it remains a stressful reality for 
about 200 Port Authority Police·De­
partment officers putting in 12-hour 
shifts six days a week. 

Those men- and particularly their 
wives- were the focus of a ministry 
effort by nine Southern Baptist wom­
en Feb. 19. Gift bags of lotions, choc­
olates and other personal items were 
given to the men to deliver to their 
wives as an effort to thank them for 
the heroic role they have played in 
helping keep families functioning. 
The women also hosted a catered meal 
of Italian food at the Port Authority's 
ground zero headquarters-the first 
hot meal some of the men had eaten 
in many days. 

Cheryl Reccord, wife of Southern 
Baptist North American Mission 
Board President Robert Reccord and 
one of the coordinators of the project, 
said her message to the officers was 
that they had helped America redefi ne 
its image of a hero-from celebrities 
to police officers and firefighters . 

"But we know there is another 
group of heroes, and that is your wives 
and families who are picking up the 
pieces so you can do what you do," 
she told the men. 

The project was part of "Enduring 
Hope," the ongoing Southern Baptist 
relief effort for those affected by the 
Sept. 11 tragedy. Participants includ­
ed NAMB employees, employee 
wives and several volunteers and mis­
sionaries from the Metropolitan New 
York Baptist Association. 

The idea grew out of a conversa­
tion in early January between Reccord 
and the officer in charge at the site for 
the Port Authority of New York and 
New Jersey, which owned the World 

MEMORIAL A memorial at the Port Authority Police Department headquarters at ground 
zero lists the names of the 37 officers who died Sept. 11 and helps track those who have 
been found in the rubble. (BP photo) 

Trade Center complex and remains 
responsible for overseeing the recov­
ery effort. Reccord learned many fam­
ilies have been stressed by the grief 
and emotionally taxing work of sift­
ing through the rubble, so he began 
asking how Southern Baptists could 
help. 

The gifts included body lotion, 
bubble bath and candles, Godiva 
chocolates and a grief recovery jour­
nal. The Reccords also donated cop­
ies of "Freedom from Fear," a Bible 
study written by Cheryl Reccord and 
Linda Ebert, and Robert Reccord's 
recent book, "Beneath the Surface"­
which deals with avoiding the pitfalls 
that can destroy marriages. LifeWay 
Christian Resources contributed a 
compact disc containing instrumental 
Christian music. 

"We were just struck with their tre­
mendous appreciation, . and the way 
that they began to open up with some 
of their own stories of what they were 
going through and . what they've 
seen," Mrs. Reccord said. 

Joe Williams is a chaplaincy spe­
cialist working ful1-time with the En­
during Hope relief effort. 

"They have been so open to what 

Southern Baptists have done," said 
Williams, who has been asked to lead 
crisis intervention seminars for Port 
Authority chaplains. 

''Their psychological services have 
admitted that they do not really know 
how to deal with the psychological 
trauma that these people will deal with 
when their job is done," he said. 

Williams, a former chaplaincy spe­
cialist for the Baptist General Conven­
tion of Oklahoma, gained experience 
in crisis counseling as an FBI chap­
lain in the aftermath of the Murrah 
Federal Building bombing. For the 
past two years h~ has been director 
of the Crisis Intervention Institute 
through which he provides training for 
caregivers in "traumatology and com­
passion fatigue ." He has been an FBI 
chaplain since 1991. 

The dinner and gift bags for the 
officers' wives "opened the door of 
ministry to those people," Williams 
said. "Those guys just came in and 
mingled with them, and they reaily 
opened up . ... When Cheryl and these 
other ladies said, 'We have been pray­
ing for you and we will be praying for 
you,' these people really responded to 
that.'" 

10 Commandments case turned down 
WASHINGTON (RNS)-The U.S. Supreme Court refused 

to enter the debate over whether the Ten Commandments 
should be displayed on government grounds when it declined 
to hear an appeal from Indiana Gov. Frank O'Bannon. 

Without comment, the high court did not consider the 
appeal to erect a 7-foot stone monument on the statehouse 
grounds in Indianapolis, Associated Press reported. 

O'Bannon argued that the commandments represent 
tenets of American law as much as religious teachings and he 
wanted the court to overturn rulings preventing the 
monument from being erected. The justices' decision not to 
hear the case marked the second time in less than a year that. 
they have sidestepped the controversial issue. 

Polidoro countered that while 
some might consider the Witnesses to 
be "obnoxious" or annoying, "our ac­
tivity lies at the heart of the First 
Amendment." 

Groups that filed friend-of-the­
court briefs supporting the Witnesses 
include the American Civil Liberties 
Union, the Independent Baptist 
Churches of America and the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

Newspaper: Graham told Nixon , 
Jews have media 'stranglehold1 

CHICAGO (RNS)-Evangelist Billy Graham, in a tape­
recorded conversation in President Richard Nixon's Oval 
Office, spoke of a "stranglehold" that Jews had on the 
American media, the Chicago Tribune has reported. 

The discussion after a prayer bre;ikfast in February 1972 
was included in recordJngs released Feb. 28 by the National 
Archives. 

"This stranglehold has got to be broken or the country's 
going down the drain," said Graham, agreeing with 
comments made by Nixon about Jews and how they were 
perceived to have influenced American life. 

''You believe that?" Nixon asked after Graham used the 
word "stranglehold." 

"Yes, sir," Graham replied. 
"Oh boy," replied the then-president. "So do I. I can't ever 

say that but I believe it." 
"No, but if you get elected a second time, then we might 

be able to do something," Graham responded. 
The popular evangelist later spoke of his Jewish friends in 

the media who "swarm around me and are friendly to me." 
But he added, ''They don't know how I really feel about what 
they're doing to this country." • 

Graham, concurring with a Nixon claim that the president 
is faced by a "powerful bloc" of Jews in the media, said: 
"And they're the ones putting out the pornographic stuff." 

The 83-year-old evangelist, who has suffered various 
medical ailments, told the newspaper through spokesman 
Larry Ross that he did not recall the conversation and, thus, 
could not respond. • 

Scholars learning of the conversation expressed surprise 
at the comments, the Tribune reported. 

' "I find this rather stunning," said William Martin, a Rice 
University professor of religion and,sociglggy who authored 
''A ProphetWith Honor: The Billy Graham Story." 

''This is out of characte_r with anything else I have heard 
Billy Graham say or be quoted as saying. It's disappointing." 

Michael Kotzin, a vice president at the Jewish United Fund 
in Chicago, also friticized tR§,pomme9ts{1 ;t'.'., 

"One re&]ly did notassotiate him wittFthis·;,, Kotzin said. 
"Rather than try .to direct Nixon in a different dir!)ction, he 
reinforces him and eggs him on when it call)e to these 
stereotypes, and that's troubling." 
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HOW TO 
BECOME A 
CHRISTIAN . 

By Joy Bolton 

The 2002 Week of 
Prayer for North 

American Missions, 
March 3-10, is a time for 

all Southern Baptists to 
join together in prayer 

and giving for missions. 
Just as missionaries take 
the gospel to those who 
need to accept Christ as 

Savior, we must be 
witnesses too. 

What about you? Have 
you accepted Christ as 
your personal Savior? 

Several scriptures from 
Romans sum up the 

message of salvation: 

I Romans 3:23-"AII 
have sinned and fall 
short of. the glory of 
God." "All" includes 

everyone. 

I Romans 5:8-«But 
God demonstrates His 
own love for us in this: 

While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for 
us." God didn't wait for • 
us to be repentant. He 
sent Jesus to die as a 
sacrifice for our sins. 

I Romans 6:23-"The 
wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is 

eternal life in Christ 
Jesus." We all deserve 

death but God has 
provided a gift, 

eternal life. 

I Romans 10:9-"lf you 
confess with your 

mouth, 'Jesus is Lord' 
and believe in your heart 

that God raised Him 
from the dead, you. will 

be saved." Everyone 
receives salvation the 

same way: believing in 
the death and 

resurrection of Jesus for 
our sins and declaring 

Him as Lord. 

Pray for missionaries as 
they tell the good news 

to all. Remember that all 
includes you. Accept 
Christ today, then tell 

someone else! 

Joy Bolton is executive 
director of Kentucky 

Woman's Missionary Union 
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Mountains to the Mississippi Ray Cooper, Three Forks Association 
director of mission·s, dies at age 62 Compiled by staff • 

■ BREMEN- Conrad Barnes re­
signed Jan. 27 as pastor of Pleasant 
Hill Church. 
■ CRESTWOOD~Crestwood 
Church will host an interdenomina­
tional men's Jµncheon at the Oldham 
County Community Center March 7, 
11:45 a.m. Henry Ford, pastor of 
Pewee Valley Church, will be the 
guest speaker. For information call 
(502) 243-9998. 
■ DANVILLE-First Church called 
Kyle Connell as minister of youth and 
outreach. Tim Mathis is pastor. 
■ ERLANGER-Erlanger Church 
honored Darla Faris Feb. 24 for 20 
years of service as church secretary. 
■ GREENVILLE-Donnie Wilkins 
recently resigned as pastor of Carter 
Creek Church. 
■ HARRODSB URG-Bruners 
Chapel Church honored Hazel Lest­
er Feb. 10 for 45 years as church ·or­
ganist. Larry Redding is pastor. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Green Hills 

FOR SALE: Kimball organ, mod­
el EP 12. Two 49-note keyboards, pre­
set" selections, automatic accompani­
ment, more. Church/home organ; 
$2,500 or best offer. (502) 231-9017. 

FOR SALE: Twenty-four 12-foot 
padded pews: $100 each. Also, one 
oak pulpit and matching commumion 
table. Call (270) 765-4373 or see at 
Central A venue Baptist Church, 401 
Central Ave., Elizabethtown. 

_NEEDED: Used, very reasonable 
15-passenger bus. Small church in 
Eastern Kentucky. Contact pastor at 
(606) 432-0114 or write: First Victo­
ry Baptist Church, PO Box 40, Mouth 
Card, KY 41548. 

NEEDED: Physicians, nurses, 
pharmacist for mission trip to Ecua­
dor. Oakland Avenue Baptist Church 
sponsoring medical team to serve in 
the Andes, July 26-Aug. 4. Contact 
Dr. Tim Scott at (859) 223-7441. 

SEEKING: Immanuel Baptist 
Church is seeking a full-time youth 
minister. Please send your resume to: 
Immanuel Baptist Church, 800 
Rhodes Drive, Elizabethtown, KY 
42701, Attn: Youth Minister Search 
Committee. 

SEEKING: Bethel Baptist Church 
is seeking a full-time pastor. Church 
is located in a growing rural and rec­
reational area near Kentucky Dam. 
Send resume to: Bethel Baptist 
Church, 2603 Tatumsville Highway, 
Gilbertsville, KY 42044, Attn. Pastor 
Search Committee. 

SEEKING: Rosedale Baptist 
Church in Co_vington is seeking a pas­
tor. Please fax resume to (859) 261-
2967 or mail to: Pulpit Committee, 
Rosedale Baptist Church, 407 E 45th 
St., Latonia, KY 41015-1815. Tele­
phone contact is (859) 261-0777. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
music for Calvary Missionary Baptist 
Church, Henderson, Ky. Salary nego­
tiable. The church currently has 85 to 
100 in Sunday school and 100 to 125 
in Sunday morning worship. Please 
send resume to: Calvary Baptist 
Church, 2360 Green River Road, 
Henderson, KY 42420. 

Church was renamect Parkland Hills 
Mission Feb. 21. 

Midlane Park Church called Bon­
nie Bozarth as interim minister of 
music. 

Ormsby Heights Church will hon­
er Joseph Sacksteder March 24, 
10:45 a.m., for 25 years of perfect at­
tendance in Sunday school. He teach­
es in the church's 5-year-old class. 
Rick Bowden is pastor. 
■ SOMERSET-First Church or­
dained youth minister Todd Mead­
ows Feb. 17. Paul .Chitwood is pas­
tor. 

Easter page~nts • 
,i Is your.ihurch ;,annirig special events 

for E~tet? Please send infbrmati9n x 
about pageants and otheriactiyities QY 

).Marcq"'l3 to Western Recerdim Bpx i ;: 
,, 4~969; .LouisvJlle, KY 402?3; fax; . (~P2)i 
t, 244~~74; e-mail: mtm@lfybaptistorg.\ 
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HAZARD-Ray Cooper, director 
of missions for Three Forks Baptist 
Association since 1991, died Feb. 25 
at age 62. 

Cooper, an ordained minister for 
more than 40 years, previously was di­
rector of missions for Tates Creek As­
sociation. He also had been pastor of 
Unity Baptist Church in Richmond as 
well as churches in Indiana and North 
Carolina. He also had served as dean 
of boys at Oneida Baptist Institute. 

Randy Jones, director of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention state mis­
sions department, described Cooper as 
"probably one of our best miss·iolo­
gists in Eastern Kentucky. He had a 
vision and understood the culture and 
the context." 

Noting that ministers in the associ­
ation remembered Cooper as "a pas­
tor's pastor," Jones added, "He was a 
visionary who came up with a lot of 
great ideas for ministry and new work 
strategy. He had that spirit for the 
mountains." 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
SEEKING: Ballwin (Southern) 

Baptist Church in West St. Louis 
County (25 miles from downtown) 
seeks full-time associate pastor of 
music. Ministry will include addition­
al responsibilities. Please send resume: 
15101 Manchester Road, Ballwin, 
MO 63011, Attn: Personnel. E-mail: 
ballwinb@swbell.net. Fax: (636) 227-
3438. 

SEEKING: Full-time church ad­
ministrative assistant, 2-3 years ex­
perience, MS Office, typing and or­
ganization skills . Candidate also 
must have excellent verbal and writ­
ten communication skills . Send re­
sume to: Hunsinger Lane Baptist 
Church, 3400 Summerfield Drive, 
Louisville, KY 40220. E-mail to: 
hunsinger.office@att.net, or call: 
(502) 491-4356. 

SEEKING: Permanent, part-time 
worship leader to ldd adult choir re­
hearsal, Sunday morning and evening 
services. Worship leader will be re­
quired to lead the praise team, coordi­
nate with pastor in planning services 
and coordinate other choirs. Applicant 
should feel comfortable leading 
blended services. Additional duties 
will be paid on an as-needed basis. 
Please send resume to: Forest Park 
Baptist Church, 520 Old Morgaritown 
Road, Bowling Green, KY 42101, 
Attn: Music Search Committee. 

SEEKING: Valley Creek Baptist 
Church is currently accepting resumes 

• for the position of minister of music. 
Please submit resumes to: Valley 
Creek Baptist Church, 4685 Spring­
field Road, Elizabethtown, KY 42701. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
education for Lancaster Baptist 
Church. Send resume to: Sandy 
Woods, 201 Richmond St., Lancast­
er, KY 40444. 

SEEKING: East Louisville Bap­
tist church seeks part-time minister to 
students. Active, growing church af­
filiated with SBC, CBF. Send resume 
to: Personnel Committee, Melbourne 
Heights Baptist Church, 3728 Tay­
lorsville.Road, Louisville, KY 40220. 
(502) 454-4681. 

SEEKING: Mid-sized Southern 
Baptist church seeks interim youth 
minister. Send resume to: Interim 
Youth Minister Search Committee, 
Hawesville Baptist Church, PO Box 
57, Hawesville, KY 42348. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister to 
students. Respond to: Search Commit­
tee, PO Box 670, Whitley City, KY 
42653; by fax: (606) 376-9498. 

SEEKING: Mid-sized Southern 
Baptist church seeks fuJI-time, pur­
pose-driven youth minister. Send re­
sume to: Youth Minister Search Com­
mittee, Hawesville Baptist Church, 
PO Box 57, Hawesville, KY 42348. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth pas­
tor. Please send resume to: Fairlane 
Baptist Church, 5913 Heninger Road, 
Alexandria, KY 41001, or e-mail: 
drgrwilson@juno.com. • 

SEEKING: Interim children's 
ministry director for Erlanger Baptist 
Church in Northern Kentucky. This is 
a part-time, paid position requiring 15 
to 20 hours a week. The ministry en­
compasses birth through 5th- grade. 
The director would be in charge of 
planning, promoting and staffing Sun­
day school, extended session child­
care, Wednesday evening disciple­
ship, fellowship opportunities, and 
working alongside existing leadership 
for vacation Bible school. If interest­
ed, please mail your resume to Er­
langer Baptist Church, 116 Common­
wealth Ave., Erlanger, KY 41018, 
Attn: children's ministry. For ques­
tions, please call (859) 727-2588. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church 
of Tompkinsville, Ky., is now receiv­
ing resumes for full-time youth min­
ister. Full-time duties include planning 
and organizing ministries to junior and 
senior high students. Position also 
would include organizing and imple­
menting social activities for the youth 
in cooperation with Sunday school 
department and other organizations of 
the church. Please forward resumes to: 
First Baptist Church, 302 N Magnolia 
St., Tompkinsville, KY 42167. All 
resumes will receive equal consider­
ation. 

Eldred Taylor, who officiated at 
Cooper's wedding more than 40 years 
ago, also helped officiate at his me-. 
morial service March 1 at First Bap­
tist Church of Hazard. 

"He was an encourager," Taylor 
said. "He was a kind, gentle guy who 
loved to sing and serve the Lord." 

Cooper had served since 2000 on 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention 
Committee on Committees and was 
appointed last fall to chair the com­
mittee. He also served on an Eastern 
Kentucky Mountain Missions strate­
gy team responsible for developing 
and implementing mission goals in the 
region. 

He was a graduate of Eastern Ken­
tucky University in Richmond; Pur­
due University in West Lafayette, 
Ind.; and Southeastern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C. 
He also attended Cumberland College 
and Lexington Theological Seminary. 

He is survived by his wife, Nancy, 
·and two daughters. 

SEEKING: FuJI-time minister of 
music/youth for Mt. Pisgah Baptist 
Church. The church's Web site is 
http://members.truepath.com/mtpis­
gah/. Submit resume by March 24 to: 
Personnel Committee, Mt. Pisgah 
Baptist Church, 661 Mt. Pisgah Road, 
Bremen, KY 42325. 

SEEKING: Rineyville Baptist 
Church is seeking a full-time pastor. 
Located in a growing community near 
Elizabethtown, Ky., the church aver­
ages 230 in Sunday school attendance. 
About 300 in two morning worship 
services, and has a full-time director 
of children and youth ministries and a 
worship planning committee. See our 
Web page at www.homestead.com/ 
RineyvilleBaptist. Please send resume 
or questions to: Pastor Search Com­
mittee, Box 197, Rineyville, KY 
40162. 

SEEKING: Jamestown First Bap­
tist Church, Jamestown, Ky., is pres­
ently seeking a full-time minister of 
students and associate pastor. This 
dual position emphasizing student 
ministry (I st-college) is a great oppor­
tunity for God's chosen one--com­
petitive salary and benefits. Ministry 
experience and seminary education 
preferred. Send resume with cover let­
ter before March 10 to: JFB, PO Box 
308, Jamestown, KY 42629, Attn: 
Associate Search. 

SEEKING: Ormsby Heights 
Baptist Church, Louisville, Ky., is 
receiving resumes for the position of 
minister of music. This position is 
full time with the possible addition 
of a second ministry area ( education, 
missions, administration, etc.) to be 
determined by the candidate's inter­
ests, experience and skills. Ormsby 
Heights is a conservative church 
with a blended style of worship 
(gospel, hymns, praise/worship, 
contemporary) and a very strong in­
terest in developing contemporary 
worship opportunities targeting 
young adults. Please send resumes 
to: Ormsby Heights Baptist Church, 
2120 Lower Hunters Trace, Louis­
ville, KY 40216. 
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Teacher, former stripper, • preacher share testimonies I 
LOUISVILLE-A former strip­

per, a pastor serving in Bulgaria and a 
Kentucky public school teacher were 
among individuals who shared testi­
monies during last week's Kentucky 
Baptist Evangelism Conference. 

Mixing humor and poignancy, Iris 
Blue described a life of drugs, crime 
and sin before she prayed outside a 
strip joint 27 years ago to accept Jesus 
as her personal Savior. 

"We're not preachers," she said of 
herself and husband, Duane. "We're 
satisfied customers." 

As a child at vacation Bible school, 
she said, she raised her hand to say 
she didn't want to go to hell. 'Tm one 
of those who fell through the cracks. I 
knew about Jesus, but I didn't know 
Him. 

look like." SONG WITH HER SON 
Duke said urgent ministry needs in 

"I've been a Baptist all 
my life," she added, in­
cluding her time in a Tex­
as prison for armed rob­
bery. "Seventy-eight per­
cent of the inmates there 
were Baptists." 

Renew 
the 

MUSIC MINISTRY Sheila O'Bannon, a vocalist and member of St. Paul 
Missionary Baptist Church in Louisville, sings during the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention Evangelism Conference last week. {Photo by Robert Reeves) 

• Sofia include volunteers to teach En­
glish as a second language and to dis­
ciple new believers. 

Iris Blue, a Mission Service 
Corps volunteer from 
Woodstock, Ga., sings with 
her 14-year-old son, 

Vision Describing the couple's 
current ministry opportuni­
ties, Duane Blue said, "I 
have no qualifications at 
all. I only have Jesus to 

The Christian witness 
of a young man showed 

KBC Evangelism 
Conference 

her a life and purpose she hadn't found 
in heroin, sex or alcohol, she said. "I 
knelt down a tramp, but stood up a 
lady." 

Now a Mission Service Corps vol­
unteer through the Southern Baptist 
North American Mission Board, she 
and her husband minister in prisens. 

"In all of the mission trips that 
we've made, we've never met a loser 
who meant to be a loser," she said. 

Even in prison, inmates compare 
t~emselves to others so they don't 
appear so bad, she said. One murder­
er, she said, told her he only killed bad 
people, making him better than anoth­
er murderer who had killed good peo­
ple. 

Her husband, who shared his testi­
mony in a later session, said his only 
useful skill before he became a Chris­
tian was that he "could roll a joint with 
one hand." 

share." 
Growin·g up in a broken home, 

Blue eventually hit the road on a three­
wheeled motorcycle after his mother 
committed suicide. 

After his future wife led him to 
faith in Christ, Blue knocked on the 
door of a church and volunteered to 
follow the pastor around for the next 
few days to find out what he was sup­
posed to do as a Christian. • 

After joining the church and being 
baptized, he volunteered to work in 
vacation Bible school though he had 
no idea what it was. "If you're going 
to let me go on a vacation at this Bible 
school, what do you think I ought to 
take?" he asked the pastor. 

While he endeared himself to a 
class of 4-year-olds who called him • 
"Bro. Blue," he said the church's 
adults weren't as receptive. 

Several weeks later, when he was 

Gospel artists close out Grammy Awards, 
take awards _in six customar_y categories 

LOS ANGELES (RNS)-Chris­
tian artists closed out the Grammy 
Awards with an onstage performance 
Feb. 27 that added to their usual rec­
ognition in six categories. 

"I can't think of a better way to end 
this night- with a gospel music seg­
ment, music that inspires, gives hope, 
encourages, points the way," said 
Michael W. Smith, who introduced 
fellow musicians at the end of the. 3 
1/2-hour ceremony in Los Angeles. 

Rhythm-and-blues singer Brian 
McKnight opened the segment with 
"Precious Lord, Take My Hand," 
which segued into a performance 
by Al Green-named a Lifetime 
Achievement A ward honoree during 
the ceremony-backed by two choirs. 

The finale concluded with other 
artists joining in song, including CeCe 
Winans, Hezekiah Walker and the 
Love Fellowship Tabernacle Church 
Choir, Andrae Crouch, Tramaine 
Hawkins and Smith. 

As the credits rolled, the musicians 
brought the hand-clapping crowd to 
its feet. 

In addition to the traditional gos-

pel categories, the soundtrack from the 
movie "O Brother, Where Art Thou?" 
came away with several awards, in­
cluding ones for Album of the Year 
and Best Compilation Soundtrack Al­
bum. 

The compilation featured a num­
ber of old-timey gospel classics. 

Winners in the gospel categories 
were: 

I Best Rock Gospel Album: "Solo" 
by de Talk. 

I Best Pop/Contemporary Gospel 
Album: "CeCe Winans" by CeCe 
Winans. ' 

I Best Southern, Country or Blue­
grass Gospel Album: "Bill & Gloria 
Gaither Present a Billy Graham Mu­
sic Homecoming." 

I Best TraditionaLSoul Gospel Al­
bum: ''Spirit of the Century" by the 
Blind Boys of Alabama .. 

I Best Contemporary Soul Gospel 
Album: "The Experience" by Y olan­
da Adams. 

I Best Gospel Choir or Chorus Al­
bum: "Love Is Live!" by the LFT 
Church Choir, directed by Hezekiah 
Walker. 

absent from church, "nobody at that 
church came after me," he recalled. 
Challenging conference participants 
to do a better job of reaching and dis­
cipling people for Christ, he urged, 
"Go get some people for Jesus." 

James Duke, pastor of Internation­
al Baptist Church in Sofia, Bulgaria, 
said it is "so exciting to be part of what 
God is doing in Bulgaria." 

His congregation is part of the Eu­
ropean Baptist Convention, a network 
of 67 English-language congregations 
currently involved in a missions part­
nership with the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 

Duke said his church has baptized 
30 people from 10 nations in recent . 
months, includ,ing 16 former Muslims 
who have become Christians since the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attack. 

"It is so exciting to be part of an 
international church," agreed Duke's 
wife, Audrey. "We are privileged to 
be there. 

"Where we are, God brings the na­
tions to us," she added. "We tell our 
people this is what heaven 1s going to 

Sandy Armstrong, a teacher at 
Graves County High School, shared 
how she became a Christian club 
sponsor after her husband's death a 
few years ago. 

"I said to the Lord, 'What would 
You have me do?' I just wanted to 
serve Hirn," she recalled. 

Noting that the ·club started out 
"very lame," she said there was a 
group of students who decided that 
was not good enough. The students 
began to pray and saw "miraculous 
changes," she added. 

"We now have 150 members in the 
club," she said. ''I'm talking about 150 
kids who love the Lord." 

Urging pastors and youth ministers 
to see Christian clubs as an opportu­
nity to impact high school campuses 
as mission fields, she added, "If you 
have public school teachers in your 
congregation, train them. Know the 
law and teach them the law. 

"The ACLU wants you to be 
afraid," she said. ''There is much we 
do and it's legal .... Find people who 
need the Lord and bring them to 
Hirn." 

Denim, after sharing her 
testimony of being 
transformed from a life of 
crime and sin. • 
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On Mission Together: 

· Showing the .,ay 
- Week of Prayer 

for North American Missions 
• Suggested Dates: March 3-10, 2002 

_~l~RONG 
EA ,STER ·OFFERING® 

FOR NORTH AME,RICAN MISSIONS 

National Goal: $52,000,000 

www.anniearm.strong.com 
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