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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Conflicts grow 
over public 
display of Ten 
Commandments 
By Adelle Banks 
Religion News Service 

WEST UNION, Ohio (RNS)­
Amid the rolling hills of rural south­
west Ohio, four high schools feature 
identical sets of five monuments 
placed neatly in front of their new 
buildings. 

Each of the tombstone-like mon­
uments highlights a different legal 
code, such as the Declaration of In­
dependence and the Magna Carta. 
But the monument in the center, 
with the Ten Commandments etched 
in granite, is the one that has sparked 
controversy. 

School officials contend the 
monuments-donated by a private 
group of ministers and laypeople­
belong there and have appealed a 
June district court decision declar­
ing them unconstitutional. 

"Our belief is that the monuments 
are there, not primarily as a religious 
statement, but as a historical remind­
er of our system of law and govern­
ment in the United States and to 
show that it has very deep-seated 
roots in biblical times," said Roy 
Hill, outgoing superintendent of the 
Adams County/Ohio Valley School 
District. 

The Ohio chapter of the American 
Civil Liberties Union disagrees, and 
filed a suit on behalf of a community 
activist who lives in the area and is 
offended by the monuments. 

"They're undeniably religious," 
said Raymond Vasvari, legal director 
of the ACLU of Ohio. "They are sa­
cred texts to believing Christians and 
believing Jews. They are not theolog­
ical 'Hints from Heloise.' They are 
supposed to be the revealed word of 
God." 

Two years ago, there were about a 
dozen legal cases working their way 
through the courts regarding the post­
ing of Ten Commandments on public 
property-from schools to parks to 
city halls. Now, the number has risen 
to about 20, legal experts say. 

"It may be that both sides are get­
ting more aggressive about litigation," 
said Douglas Laycock, a law profes­
sor at the University of Texas in Aus­
tin. "You' re not going to get a nation­
al consensus on this." 

Legal uncertainty lingers, Laylock 
said, because the one Supreme Court 
decision addressing the matter, Stone 
vs. Graham in 1980, dealt specifical­
ly with public schools, declaring a 
Kentucky law requiring they be post­
ed in classrooms unconstitutional. 

Another catalyst for the suits, said 
Laycock, was the publicity about Al­
abama Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Roy Moore, who first became famous 
for putting the Ten Commandments 
in his courtroom when he was a cir­
cuit court judge. More recently, 
Moore has drawn headlines-and a 
□ See 10 Commandment ... , page 7 

Amazon woman 

SONG LEJmER Amy Chavers, a summer missionary from Pensacola, Ra., leads children in a song during the "Amazon Outfitters" 
vacation Bible school last week at the Pikeville YMCA. Chavers worked at 12 vacauon Bible schools throughout Pike County this 
summer, seeing 142 children and teenagers make professions of faith. (Photos by David Winfrey) 

•. Pike County summer worker sees 142 professions of faith 
By David Winfrey 
News Director 

PIKEVILLE-Amy Chavers 
said that when she asked God to 
use her this summer she never 
could have imagined what He had 
in mind. 

The graduate student from 
Pensacola, Fla., just wrapped up 10 
weeks as a summer missionary in 
Pike County, mostly leading the 
"Amazon Outfitters" vacation 
Bible schools at 12 churches 
throughout the area. 

But her greatest Amazon ad­
venture has been leading 142 chil­
dren and teenagers to faith in Jesus 
as their personal Savior. 

The experience has been un­
precedented for a summer mission­
ary in Kentucky, according to her 
supervisors. 

"I have never heard of a sum­
mer missionary that has been used 
of God in the harvest like Amy 
has," said Carl Boyd, director of 
missions for Pike County Baptist 
Association. 

"I've just sort of sat back and 
watched the Lord at work," he 
said. "I don't like to put it this way, 
but this might be a record." 

"I've never seen anything like 
it," added Ralph Hopkins, student 
summer missions coordinator for 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

Chavers credits the numerous 
professions of faith to a work of 
God and a willingness to break 
from tradition, but she's quick to 
shun any personal credit. 

"This has definitely been an in­
credible summer of watching God 

work," said Chavers, 22. "My 
prayer each day is, 'God, shut me 
up and speak through me.' 

'Tm just so paranoid that peo­
ple are going to think I had any­
thing to do with it," she added. 
"What I want people to understand 
is it has been God doing it." 

Chavers said God began teach­
ing her lessons the moment she 
arrived, but she nearly didn't come 
to Kentucky. 

'1 really wanted to go to Cana­
da," she admitted. But her parents 
urged her not to go outside the 
country after the Sept. 11 terrorist 
attacks. 

So she started looking stateside 
for a summer missions assignment. 
The Pikeville job is part of a five­
student exchange between the col­
lege student ministries of Ken­
tucky and Florida Baptists. 

The Pike County summer mis-

. sionary works with day camps, 
World Changers construction 
crews and a girls lock-in.,But the 
primary duty is leading 12 vaca­
tion Bible schools in churches 
throughout the county. 

Chavers said that seemed a 
match for her spiritual gifts of dis­
cipleship and encouragement. "My 
prayer was, 'Let me sow seeds and 
let me be used, but let me see at 
least one harvest."' 

Once in Kentucky, she had to 
adjust to the mountain culture, 
learning what a hollow is and han­
dling a different pace. 

As she spoke in churches, peo­
ple sometimes interrupted her in 
the middle of her talk. "They'll 
raise their hand and say, 'You have 
got to slow down."' 

It was during her first week of 
teaching vacation Bible schools 
□ See Pikeville summer ... , page 6 



PUPPET TALK Children flock around Josh Mclin to talk with and touch 
a puppet. For some of the children at Spring Valley Baptist Church in 
Nairobi, Kenya, it was the first time they had seen a puppet up close. 
(/MB photo by Roy Burroughs) 

World Changers team learns 
life lessons on trip to Kenya 
By Sue Sprenkle 
SBC lnternationa/Mission Board 

ti NAl~OBi; 'keflya (ijP) More man 50 high school and 
college stuq~11ts hitthestreets of Nairobi, Kenya, this 
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"This project ~as,ma,ry..!lllril'stries. to choose from' and 
every partic.ipaflt<gets involved in no less than five different 
projects," C<J;ihsaid. uwe had ministries such as the 
traditi.onal construction projects to prayerwalks and pgppet 
shows>The .Wide variety of projects has really affected the 
kid~. Theiteyes .ha.Ve"been opened to·the world." 

J.Jimortah J~c!(son:s world changed when a 6-year-old girl 
\l;/ho lives.In the.slumfgave her a hug. That one hug was a 
real turning 'point ihher lif~. the Clifton Forge, Va., student 
said. 

"She hugged me sotighLJ didn't expect it to happen. 
Then the rest otthe·day she tleld my hand and wouldn't let 
go," Jackson said. "That impacted my life by showing me you 
need to have joy even if you don't have very much to be joyful 
about. I could see God in that girl." 

One church the World Changers worked with was robbed 
just a few days before their arrival. The students painted the 
building ana built benches to replace those that had been 
stolen. 

Stephanie Wong of Sacramento, Calif., said that day at the 
church taught her what it means to be a servant. 

"This church was robbed before we got here. When we 
met the pastorand he was telling us about it, he wasn't angry 
or ups~t He was very calm and at peace," Wong said. "He 
dictn:t want to get back at the tnJeves, but wanted to pray for 
their salvation." , . • 
it< Josh Mc¼ifl ;qt Bat9Q ijQUge, J.a.., said the poverty he saw 
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Prof: Don't want kids? Don't get married 
By Michael Foust 
Southern Baptist Theo!gical Seminary 

LOUISVILLE (BP)-Pastors 
should think twice before marrying 
couples intent on not having children, 
a Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary professor said recently on the 
nationally syndicated radio program 
"FamilyLife Today." 

William Cutrer, professor of.Chris­
tian ministry at the Louisville semi­
nary and a practicing obstetrician/gy­
necologist, was a guest on the program 
July 15-19 during a week-long discus­
sion about "a biblical approach to fam­
ily planning." Joining Cutrer on the 
program were hosts Dennis Rainey 
and Bob Lepine; Mark Povich, a doc­
tor who practices medicine in Michi'­
gan; and authors Sam and Bethany 
Torode. 

Cutrer said that Christian couples 
too often have an attitude reflecting 
the culture's self-centered approach 
toward children. 

"We tend to be selfish individuals 
and unfortunately, we live in a culture 

that has made children more of a bur­
den and interfering with what our nor­
mal plans would be as we view our 
lives," he said. "We see maniages ful­
filling us when in fact I'm not certain 
at all that's what God had intended in 
the (maniage) covenant. 

'The (marital) relationship is one 
of sacrifice and other-seeking, a rela­
tionship with God first and then a 
beautiful covenant intimate relation­
ship-husband and wife-where you 
grow to know one another in very 
deep sorts of ways over time," he said. 
"And children are often-and I think 
naturally, if I may use that term-the 
outpouring or the fruit of such a rela­
tionship. For some that means quite a 
number of children. For others, be­
cause of genetic or medical problems, 
they may not be able to have children 
at all." 

Lepine then asked the panel their 
thoughts about marrying couples op­
posed to childbearing. He told of one 
Christian couple who had decided not 
to have children because they believed 
kids would inhibit their opportunity 

for ministry. 
Cutrer said while he would not su­

perimpose his understanding of God's 
calling on someone else, "I would be 
very reluctant to marry a couple who 
had decided up front not to have chil­
dren." 

Povich, who has nine children, 
agreed. 

"In my experience, children are a 
huge ministry," he said, "I think the 
primary ministry that a wife and a 
husband have together is to raise god­
ly children. And I think other minis­
tries come secondary to that. And I 
agree with Bill that if a Christian cou­
ple is not wanting children, I would 
question whether they really ought to 
be getting married-understanding 
that God's purpose for marriage is to 
raise children, if He so blesses them." 

Rainey argued that Genesis l :28-
where God tells people to "be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the earth"-is a 
command. 

"He commanded us to multiply, 
and not just multiply children but 
multiply a godly legacy," he said. 

Former 'missionary kid' convicted of fraud 
DALLAS (ABP)- A former "mis­

sionary kid" convicted of using his 
Baptist connections to scam friends 
and businesses out of more than $2 
million awaits sentencing this week. 

Steve Solesbee, son of veteran 
Southern Baptist missionaries, and 
president of Missionary Kids Interna­
tional Fellowship, was found guilty in 
U.S. District Court on 12 counts of 
bank fraud, wire fraud and bankrupt­
cy fraud. 

A parade of 50 witnesses during 
eight days of trial portrayed Solesbee 
as a con artist who used friendship 
with Baptist missionaries and pastors 
to bilk people out of their life savings. 

His once-opulent lifestyle includ­
ed expensive clothes, cars and furni­
ture to give an impression of business 
success as he wooed prospective 

■ BWA aids India flood victims. 
Heavy rains and flooding once again 
have brought devastation to parts of 
the Indian sub-continent. In Bang­
ladesh, an estimated 2 million peo­
ple have been affected. More than 
750,000 from 830 villages in the In­
dian state of Assam also have been 
impacted. Baptist World Aid, the 
relief and development arm of Bap­
tist World Alliance, already has sent 
$10,000 to Bangladesh where Bang­
ladesh Baptist Aid is coordinating 
major relief efforts. Relief worker 
Nripen Baidya said workers are pro­
viding emergency shelters, food and 
medical supplies in an effort to "do 
something first on an emergency 
basis and later on rehabilitation." 

■ Southern to host women's event. 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary will host "Virtuous Reality," a 
two-day conference for women. The 
event will be Sept. 13-14 on the 
school's Louisville campus. Vicki 
Courtney, author of two Bible stud­
ies, "Virtuous Reality: Becoming the 

investors. 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Linda 

Groves said Solesbee bought busi­
nesses with worthless promissory •• 
notes, looted the assets, stiffed credi­
tors, paid workers with hot checks, 
and then took bankruptcy to prevent 
repossession. 

Solesbee, 51, grew up in the Phil­
ippines where his parents served as 
Baptist missionaries. As president of 
MKIF, he promoted a 1996 gathering 
of MKs in Hawaii. He sold more than 
$500,000 in airline tickets and hotel 
accommodations through his 
Bonaventure Travel Agency in Dal­
las to hundreds of people, and alleg­
edly put the money in his pocket in­
stead of paying the airlines. 

Solesbee has taken bankruptcy 
nine times since 1982 and has operat-

BAPTIST DIGEST 
Ideal Woman" and "The Virtuous 
Woman: Shattering the Superwom­
an," will be the featured speaker. The 
conference will include workshops 
on dating, marriage and raising god­
ly children. To register, call Katy 
Giles at (512) 527-9500 or email 
info@virtuousreality.com. 

■ Event explores crisis planning. 
Al Meredith, pastor of Wedgwood 
Baptist Church in Fort Worth, Tex­
as, will be a featured speaker at a 
"Crisis Communication for Minis­
ters Conference" Sept. 20-21 at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth. Wedgwood 
was the site of a 1999 shooting spree 
that killed seven people. Other 
speakers include Larry Ross, a 

. spokesman for evangelist Billy Gra­
ham; Gary Ledbetter of Southern 
Baptists of Texas Convention; and 
Becky Bridges of the Baptist Gen­
eral Convention of Texas. For infor­
mation, contact Southwestern' s Cen­
ter for Leadership Development at 
(877) 474-4769. 

ed businesses from Florida to Hawaii. 
Most went out of business leaving 
unpaid employees and creditors. 

FBI Special Agent Randy Horton 
testified that he had been investigat­
ing Solesbee since 1997. His findings 
led to charges of bankruptcy fraud, 
wire fraud and bank fraud. 

Solesbee was convicted of fraud 
for supplying a false financial state­
ment to qualify to buy luxurious resi­
dential property in Dallas in 1995, 
then declaring bankruptcy to prevent 
foreclosure, intentionally omitting five 
other debts from his bankruptcy fil­
ing, and lying about it under oath. 

Another count was bank fraud for 
writing a no-account check for more 
than $7,000 to the City of Dallas for 
property taxes while knowing the 
bank account had been closed. 

■ CBF partners with Habitat. Lead­
ers of the Cooperative Baptist Fel­
lowship have announced plans to 
partner with World Vision and Hab­
itat for Humanity International. Gary 
Baldridge, co-coordinator for CBF' s 
global missions, said the partner­
ships will help maximize the impact 
of CBF missionaries. Citing CBF 
efforts "to address the needs of the 
whole person," Baldridge added, 
"Doing so, we partner with all 
groups out there that are doing ef­
fective ministry with the whole spec­
trum of human need." 

■ NAMB earns Emmy nomination. 
Bernie Hargis, a producer/director 
for the Southern Baptist North 
American Mission Board, has been 
nominated for a national Emmy 
A ward for the documentary "We 
Shall Not Be Moved." The program 
highlights the role African-Ameri­
can churches played in the civil 
rights movement. It aired within the 
past year on ABC affiliates, Family­
Net and the Hallmark Channel. 
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KENTUCKY 
100 days of prayer 
Daily prayer 
guide to promote 
spiritual renewal 
starting Sept. 8 
By Trennis Henderson 
Editor 

LOUISVILLE- "What would 
result if every believer in Kentucky 
took time to pray for 100 consecu­
tive days?" 

That's the question posed by pro­
motional material inviting Kentucky 
Baptists to commit to 100 days of 
prayer from Sept. 8 through Dec. 16. 

The idea of a statewide prayer 
emphasis has been discussed off and 
on by convention leaders for the past 
few years. It is an effort to help un­
dergird a grassroots prayer focus 
that leaders say is spreading rapidly 
throughout the commonwealth. 

"There is evidence God is mov­
ing His people to pray," Kentucky 
Baptist Convention Executive Di­
rector Bill Mackey wrote in a recent 
letter to Kentucky Baptist pastors. 

A convention staff group as­
signed the responsibility of explor­
ing and encouraging "authentic spir­
ituality" has identified more than 
400 church prayer coordinators 
across the state, Mackey wrote. Cit­
ing examples of area prayer meet­
ings, seminars and related activities, 
he added, "There is a growing 
awareness that we need to turn to 
God in a very special way to see 
what God might do with us and 
through us." 

In response to that need, KBC 
leaders are launching "If My Peo­
ple . . . 100 Days of Prayer" as a fo­
cused prayer emphasis for Kentucky 
Baptists. 

• The emphasis featur.es a daily 
prayer guide that includes a Scrip­
ture and two or three prayer requests 
for each day. The 100 days will be­
gin with Kentucky Baptists' annual 
week of prayer for state missions 
and conclude with the Southern 
Baptist week of prayer for interna­
tional missions. Other major dates 
include the first anniversary of Sept. 
11 and the 2002 KBC annual meet­
ing in November. 

"With God's timing, a grassroots 
effort has brought us to this point," 
said Larry Martin, leader of the 
KBC missions growth team. Affirm­
ing the decision to begin and end the 
emphasis during traditional weeks 
of prayer, Martin said the prayer 
guide will encourage participants to 
"pray for a specific move of God 
here in Kentucky as well as through­
out the world." 

Key goals of the emphasis in­
clude encouraging participants to 
deepen their prayer lives, urging 
prayer groups to "be concerted in 
their praying for revival and awak­
ening" and calling on churches to 
"really commit to being houses of 
prayer," he added. 

Eric Allen, director of the KBC's 
Missions Service Corps long-term 

PRAYER MEETING Baptists from throughout the state have been holding quarterly prayer meetings (pictured here) sponsored by the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention. They are among a variety of prayer emphases available to Kentucky Baptists in the coming months. (File photo) 

volunteer program, is helping Martin 
coordinate the prayer emphasis. Cit­
ing the impact of Sept. 11, corporate 
scandal "and the struggle of people 
finding hope in anything," Allen said 
he believes "the timing is so right" for 
a statewide prayer focus. 

"We really see prayer as a viable 
tool for us as believers," he said. "One 
of our goals is that people would real­
ly be brought back to the realization 
that prayer is the power behind every­
thing we do." 

LaRaine Dail, youth/college con­
sultant for Kentucky Woman's Mis­
sionary Union, worked with a group 
of high school Acteen Activators to 
help compile portions of the prayer 
guide. 

"A lot of the prayer requests are 
based on the related Scriptures," she 
explained. For example, 2 Chronicles 
7: 14 is the Scripture passage selected 
for Sept. 11. In addition to expressing 
thanks to God "for His compassion 
toward those who lost loved ones in 
the tragedy of Sept. 11," the day's 
prayer requests also encourage partic­
ipants to praise God because "He 
hears us and heals us when we seek 
Him, tum from our wickedness and 
repent." 

Writing specific prayer requests for 
the emphasis "was very intense," Dail 
said. 'This whole project is very sig­
nificant because people are going to 
be in an attitude of prayer, especially 
marking the anniversary of Sept. 11. 

"If thousands of our churches and 
church members are praying together 
in concerted prayer, we can only be­
gin to imagine what God can do," she 
added. "There are no limits." 

Copies of the prayer guide will be 
mailed this month to pastors and 
church prayer coordinators who can 
order additional copies for their 
churches. The guide also is available 
on the KBC Web site at www. 
kybaptist.org/1 OOdays. 

For more information or to order 
prayer guides, contact Allen at (502) 
245-4101, ext. 397 or toll-free at (800) 
266-6477. 

KBC leader: 'Grassroots prayer 
movement, sweeping Kentucky 

Kentucky B_aptists' " 100 Days 
of Prayer'' isn't the only major 
prayer emphasis being conducted 
across the. ~te. • 

Larry Martin, leader of the Ken-
. tucky Baptist Convention missions 
growth teatn,~aid heknows of more 
tan 20,gr<>tlpsthroughout the coq,i­
uionwealth!that meet regularlyfol 
prayer. Add that to more than 400 
local church prayer coordinators.as 
wen as sev~1 prayer;t~Iatecl se:n:t 
~ sch~ed thisfallandMartill. 
is • excited . about the convention's 
e~andin;g focus on prayer. • .. ' ' 
\ ltthere ~itnply<~as bee:r ~is 

grassrootsyiiiovem'en;t of the 'Holy 
Spirit setting people praying," he 
said "It is pot something being pro­
grammed;) \ is God wprking from 
die grassroots. • 

Martin traces much of the cur­
rent prayer fervor to the annual 
Mountain Missions Conference six 
years ago. Explaming that manyof 
the conference participants were 
discouraged about ministry efforts 
in Eastern Kentucky, he added, 
~'God simply took over that meet­
ing." 

A spontaneous prayer service 
broke out during the meeting's fi­
nal sessiop; Martin recalled. "Peo­
ple were crying out in agony to God 
for about three hours. People were 
simply begging God to do . some­
thing new in the mountains." 

That gathering led to a series of 
regional prayer meetings through­
out Eastern Kentucky, Martin said. 
In the past four years, he added, the 
number of ministry centers in the 
area has mushroomed from four to 
38, resulting in expanded ministry 
opportunities and incr~ased bap-
tisms. • 

"There has been a building of a 
new movement of God from that 

point," he said. "Everywhere we go, ; 
we hear people telling what God is ; 
doing." ' 

Thereneweq;~ form:ayef isn'l 1 
limited to Eastern Kentucky. Larry ,; 
Baker, director of missions in Clnis­
tian G~mnty A;:;spciation, is helping 11 
coqrg,:mate a m.ontllly Plfl~~r m~t- ./t 
ingJnHopkirisville fot'miriisters in. rt 
the area. , , ,J 

Baker, a fo!lller missionary to • 
EctWdOf and<'.f~,ru, said tg~wPfaye(.u,t 
g1::oitpfocuse$}~ifica1ly.9p prayef 11 
for spiritual awakening; ' ' 

"Prayer meetings tend todegen- , 
en•t~fJ'qto .a 4qspitaj. li~t,!~ !3aker ,1f 
pt,mt~d ()UL \l'hile '• a:ffupnng •· th~. \j 
need;to pray for, the physically m; 
he added, ''Sometimes we can get " 
so sidetracked.,~19. the phi!icalth!t. ,i 
we for,geHhe sp'.Oiltual." ti;C" ··•···· • , ,;{ 

Up to 20 participants gather each 
month to pray, Baker noted. ''W.e're r 
seeing ..... some .. thi~gs happ~n in ,t 
churches that I haven't seen m the 1 ~ 

10 years I've been here," ~e said, 
including an increase in baptisms. 

"W.e may not $ee todl\j' the final 
results of our PElYing," Bater said. 
"But when we pray faithfully, it's 
amazing what can happen." 

In addition to prayer groups 
across the state, Martin saiµ prayer 
seminars are scheduled Aug. 9-10 
at First Baptist Church of Danville; 
Oct. 20-23 at Greater Salem Bap­
tist Church in Louisville; and Oc,t 
27-30 at First Baptist Church of 
Hopkinsville. . . 

Martin also has been coordinat~ ' 
ing quarterly prayer meeth;i,gs for 
spiritual awakening the past four 
years. The next quarterly meeting , 
will be Oct. 24-25 at First Baptist " 
Church of Mount Vernon .. Achurch 
prayer coordinators' event will be 
held Sept. 24 at Severns Valley 
Baptist Church in Elizabethtown. 

New seminary 
announces first 
full-time professor 

LEXINGTON­
Trustees of Baptist 
Seminary of Kentucky 
have elected Dalen 
Jackson as the school's 
first full -time faculty 
member. 

Jackson, who was 
named associate 
professor of biblical 
studies, has taught since 
1994 at Truett­
McConnell College, a 
Baptist-affiliated school 
in Cleveland, Ga. He 
previously was an 
associate professor of 
religion at Judson 

' College in Marion, Ala. 
Jackson is a graduate 

of Samford University in 
Birmingham, Ala., and 
Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 
Louisville.lie served two 
years at Southern as a 
New Testament Greek 
instructor. 

BSK President Greg 
Earwood said Jackson's 
election indicates that 
the moderate seminary 
is "going to be offering 
quality theological 
education this year and 
in the years ahead." 

Part-time and adjunct 
professors scheduled to 
teach this fall include 
Glenn Hinson, senior 
professor of church 
history and spirituality; 
Les Hill, part-time 
professor of evangelism 
and missions; and Rick 
Landon, adjunct 
professor of spiritual 
formation. 

Earwood, elected 
seminary president last 
summer, said he 
anticipates enrolling 25 
to 30 students by the 
time inaugural classes 
begin Aug. 26 at Calvary 
Baptist Church in 
Lexington. 
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OPINION 
lli I I II 

Varied views valued 
Well, here we go again! Does 

James L. Clark (Baptist Forum, July 
23 issue) really mean to accuse so · 
many people of dishonesty? 

He suggests that anyone who signs 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary's Abstract of Principles (or pre­
sumably any doctrinal statement) with 
reservations "is being dishonest." Yet 
the Recorder has carried clear state­
ments from and concern­
ing seminary professors 
over several decades who 
"signed with their fingers 
crossed." They may have 
expressed their differenc­
es in classes or conversa­
tions, but they weren't 
even allowed to file a writ­
ten statement of them. 

In fact, as far back as 
the days of Boyce and Broadus, some 
of the seminary faculty expressed their 
views of Calvinism differently from 
others; yet they chose to stand and 
work together because they all be­
lieved the Bible. But they couldn't 
keep their beloved young Crawford 
Toy when he no longer believed the 
Bible, brilliant those he was. The sto-. 
ry of Toy and Lottie Moon does not 
need to be retold in this letter. 

Instead of arguing over things none 
of us fully understand, might we be 
better off to follow their example? 
Could we not cry out with the Psalm­
ist, "Such knowledge is too wonder­
ful for me; it is high, I cannot attain 
it" (Psalm 139:6) and get on about 
enduring "all things for the elect's 
sake, that they also may obtain the 
salvation which is in Christ Jesus with 
eternal glory"? 

Charles Blair 
Clinton 

Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State, is reported to have 
said, "This is probably the worst 
church-state decision in the last 50 
years. All taxpayers now have to pay 
for religious indoctrination." We al­
ready do. 

Secular humanism has for some 
time been ruled a religion by the Su­
preme Court. The curriculum in the 
public schools is based on secular hu­
manism. As secular humanism is the 

only religion allowed in 
the schools, the state has 
indeed established a reli­
gion. 

Christians are taxpay­
ers too. As it is, our chil­
dren are forced captives 
being indoctrinated into 
the religion of secular hu­
manism. In public schools 
they are subjected to the 

normless ideals of multiculturalism, 
political correctness, moral relativism, 
historical revisionism and evolution 
being taught as if it were proven sci­
entific fact. If Christians want to send 
their children to schools that don't 
preach this claptrap, they must pay 
double. Such a deal for the secular 
humanists. They proselytize our chil­
dren, and we pay for it. 

This deplorable situation foisted 
upon the Christian community is done 
in the name of a false assumption re- , 
ferred to as the separation of church 
and state-a term found neither in the 
Constitution nor in the hearts of the 
Founding Fathers. 

Lord, when will Christians find the 
courage of their convictions and cry 
"enough"? 

Chuck Estridge 
Williamstown 

Music makes impact 
Religious indoctrination M_y congratulations to Jim Cor_d-

ell, director of the Kentucky Baptist 
In a recent Western Recorder arti- Convention church music depart­

cle concerning the favorable Supreme ment, for organizing the July 8-19 
Court ruling on vouchers to religious Kentucky European Choir Tour. I 
schools, Barry Lynn, director of hope that all Kentucky Baptists ap-

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION 

'If My People ... 1 DD Days of Prayer' 
I am pleased to join with Charles 

Barnes, chairman of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention Executive 
Board's administrative committee, 
and KBC President Harold Greenfield 
in calling for 100 days of 
prayer by Kentucky Bap­
tists. 

Using the theme "If My 
People" from 2 Chronicles 
7: 14, we are calling on all 
Kentucky Baptists to com­
mit to praying intensely for 
renewal and revival. 

We feel that the time is 
right for this call as we are . 
seeing an important grass- 8111 Mackey 
roots movement of prayer 
among believers in many areas of 
Kentucky. Let me note just a few of 
the special moments that have brought 
us to this call: 

I At the Mountain Missions Con­
ference at Oneida in July 1997, a two­
hour prayer meeting grew out of the 
sense of discouragement that seemed 
to prevail at the conference. One par­
ticipant, the late Ray Cooper, director 
of missions for Three Forks Associa-

tion, requested quarterly prayer meet­
ings as a follow up. These have been 
conducted faithfully since 1998 (in­
cluding some at the historical sites of 
the Great Awakening in Kentucky). 

I A group of pastors 
prayed most of the night 
during the November 1997 
Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion annual meeting in Lex­
ington, citing an unusual 
movement of God among 
them. In 1999 this group 
launched a prayer meeting 
in Elizabethtown that has 
continued on the first 
Thursday of each month. 

I In January 1999, the 
KBC staff established "authentic spir­
ituality" as a priority concern. The 
staff cluster group formed out of the 
process continues to promote prayer 
in a variety of effective ways. This 
group has identified 402 church 
prayer coordinators in KBC church­
es. 

I In 2001, Randy Record, our KBC 
youth evangelism strategist, launched 
an emphasis to help youth leaders and 

preciate what a great music leader 
he is. 

From July 8-19 more than 55 
members of the Kentucky Baptist 
men's and women's chorales present­
ed eight outstanding concerts in four 
countries: Switzerland, Germany, 
Holland and Belgium. A few more 
spouses, like myself, went along tot­
ing baggage and lending support. 

Carl "Chip" Stam directed the 
men's and the combined choirs, while 
Roxanne Nanney directed the wom­
en. David Dale and Nevalyn Moore 
accompanied with aplomb. The mu­
sicianship of the conductors and sing­
ers was wonderful. I was blessed and 
impressed every time I heard these 
women and men sing. 

More important was the outpour­
ing of the spirit when these Kentucky 
Baptists performed. All the audiences 
reacted enthusiastically and stayed for 
conversations and fellowship after­
ward. 

Ranging from spirituals to classi­
cal to old-fashioned hymns, the direc­
tors and choirs demonstrated their 
hard work and dedication to the gos­
pel. Like all Baptists, we ate well and 
often, had a lot of fun in fellowship 
and made lasting friendships. 

There were so many highlights I 
could go on forever. When the cho­
rale sang "Dona Nobis Pacen" (Grant 
Us Peace), a cappella and impromptu 
in a centuries-old German church, all 
I can say is "Wow!" 

After one service I told native Ken­
tuckian Doyle Searcy, pastor of Be­
thel International Baptist Church in 
Frankfort, Germany, that now I know 
what heaven will look like. Many of 
us come from mostly white churches, 
don't we? I thought of the line from 
the old children's chorus, "Red and 
yellow, black and white; They are pre­
cious in His sight." 

Again, my congratulations and 
heartfelt thanks to Jim Cordell and the 
church music department for this 
wonderful experience. 

William E. Ellis 
Richmond 

youth grow deeper in their faith. At 
rallies on Aug. 10 and 17, Kentucky 
youth and collegians will begin 40 
days of prayer and fasting from some­
thing that interferes with their devo­
tion to God through Christ. 

Add to these grassroots move­
ments the current spiritual condition 
and insecurity in our nation, the cor­
porate and personal greed we've seen 
manifested, and the sins of God's peo­
ple, and I believe we have compelling 
reasons for 100 days of prayer and 
repentance. 

The prayer guide is being mailed 
this month to every Kentucky Baptist 
pastor. The prayer guide contains a 
printed Scripture passage for each day 
and two or three suggestions for 
prayer. I encourage pastors to make 
copies for church members as need­
ed. Electronic copies of the prayer 
guide can be downloaded from the 
KBC Web site at www.kybaptist.org/ 
lOOdays. 

Let's join in a concert of prayer that 
will cover the commonwealth and see 
what God will do with us! 

Bill Mackey is executive director of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention 
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Evaluate major 
financial goals 
for mid-life years 
By Jeremy White 

In my previous column, we 
examined financial priorities for 

people in 
their 20s and 
30s. Those 
priorities in­
clude begin­
ning good 
habits of tith­
ing and sav­
ings, having 
life insur­

ance, selecting the right career 
and paying off student loan debt. 

Many of these same priorities 
remain in the middle years. Ad­
ditional challenges arise for this 
"sandwich generation" as they 
take care of their older children 
(and sometimes grandchildren) 
while also assisting their aging 
parents. 

People in their 40s and 50s 
represent both the highest earn­
ing years and the highest spend­
ing years. Studies have shown 
spending peaks among most 
Americans at age 43 or 44. 

For those in their 40s and 50s, 
key financial priorities include: 

I Maximizing retirement plan 
savings. This is the last period to 
significantly add to retirement 
plans. Set aside as much as you 
can during the peak earning 
years. 

I Saving for major purchas­
es. Planning ahead for braces, 
house additions, additional cars 
and vacations will keep you free 
from debt burdens. 

I Having a college plan for 
your children. I don't mean to say 
that parents should pay for all of 
college for their children. Parents 
should have a plan, decide what 
portion they will pay and com­
municate the plan to their chil­
dren. 

I Paying off your home mort­
gage. After many years of home 
ownership, you should pay off 
your mortgage before retirement. 

I Beginning estate plans and 
making a will. Name guardians 
for your children in a will and 
review beneficiaries of insurance 
policies and retirement plans. 

I Maintaining adequate 
health insurance. 

I Keeping adequate emergen­
cy savings. Be prepared for the 
unexpected items-from roofs 
leaking to repairing transmis­
sions-to avoid credit card debt. 

I Continuing the lifelong habit 
of tithing. 

I Teaching your children 
about managing money. 

Although life situations are 
more complex in the middle 
years, the basic advice of save 
more, spend less, give more and 
invest some remains applicable. 
Jeremy wn,te ts a cert1ftet1 puO/tc ac-
countant in Paducah. He presents fi­
nancial seminars and workshops at 
churches and conferences. 



Children victimized by abuse 
need protection, reassurance 
0: How can I help a child who has been sexually abused? 

A child who has been abused may have difficulty trusting 
other people. Be especially consistent in your relationship 
with the child and dependable in every way. 

An abused child may have trouble seeing the world as 
anything other than a dangerous place. Casually but 
intentionally point out the good, both in 
things and people. Reassure the child of 
your protection and of God's presence. 

Affirm the courage the child 
demonstrates in dealing with what has 
happened. Help the child know that what 
happened to him or her is wrong, but 
that good conquers evil when people 
have the courage to speak up as he or 
she did. 

A child who has been abused might have trouble sleeping, 
might be fearful of certain people and places, and might even 
have trouble with bowel functions or eating. Show patience 
and understanding in dealing with these difficulties, and see 
them as a great opportunity to show unconditional love. 

Be alert for opportunities to talk, and when those 
opportunities arise, be a good, active listener. As you talk, 
reassure the child that what happened was not his or her fault 
and that he or she did nothing wrong. 

Children who have been sexually abused have had their 
spirits violated as much as their bodies. Most children who 
experience such an ordeal will need some kind of professional 
counseling to fully sort out feelings and fears. A minister may 
be helpful in finding a competent Christian counselor to walk 
alongside the child and his or her family.-David Garrard 

0: What can I do to help my daughter who is worried about 
moving from middle school to high. school this fall? 

Ask your daughter what worries her the most about this 
transition. Encourage her to be specific rather than general. 
For example, if she says, "Well it's just all so different," ask 
her to name specific differences that concern her the most. 
Listen carefully to help her feel heard arid understood. Avoid 
the tendency to immediatedy try to console or "fix" her 
concerns. 

Once she has expressed her concerns, help her look at 
options for addressing them. Remind her that while some 
anxiety is normal, God desires that anxiety not become 
overwhelming or debilitating. Teach her to evaluate the ways 
she is thinking in order to ensure that she is not fueling 
anxiety through irrational or illogical thought patterns. Paul 
reminded us in 2 Corinthians 10:5, "We demolish arguments 
and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge 
of God, and we take captive every thought and make it 
obedient to Christ." 

An excellent book on this subject is 'The Lies We Believe" 
by Chris Thurman. Examples of some of these "lies" include: 

11 must have everyone's love and approval. 
i I am only as good as what I do. 
11 must be perfect. 
I I can't be happy unless things go my way. 
Encourage your daughter to take advantage of 

opportunities to "connect" with other students both at school 
and other settings. Suggest that she interact with other 
Christian teenagers through groups like Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes and Youth for Christ. Remind her that 
simple daily disciplines such as greeting others with a smile, 
and learning and using their names will draw others to her. 
-Scott Wigginton 

Family Forum writers are Suzanne Coyle, director of Cornerstone 
Counseling for Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children; David Garrard, 
minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; Jon 
Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary; James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Lexington; and Scott Wigginton, director of LifeCare 
Counseling at Walnut Street Baptist Church in Louisville. Send 
questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969, 
Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail us at wesrec@ntr.net. 

OPINION 
100 days of prayer: Do you have the time? 

Spend a little time with state convention leaders 
Bill Mackey, Larry Martin and Eric Allen, and their 
enthusiasm for a growing grassroots prayer emphasis 
in Kentucky will quickly shine through. 

power and strength of the church itself." 
Allen is serving as the coordinator for the 100-day 

emphasis which will continue through Dec. 16. Con­
vention leaders working on the project "really believe 
that prayer makes a difference," Allen emphasized. 
"I believe Kentucky. Baptists can make a difference 
in our world and our state through unified prayer." 

Mackey, who has served since 1998 as Kentucky 
Baptist Convention executive director, has long been 
burdened about the need to call all Kentucky Baptists 
to concerted prayer. 

"I would like to have called for prayer at the be­
Mackey, Martin, Allen and others have identified 

numerous prayer ministries under way throughout the 
ginning of the millennium but the time 
wasn't right," he explained. "Things were 
going too good in this country financially at 
that time." 

STRAIGHT 
FROM THE 
EDITOR 

state as well as prayer coordinators in sever­
al hundred congregations. 

The challenge, however, is seeking to 
make an impact in churches and individual 
Christians who currently don't have strong, 
effective prayer lives. But that's part of the 
beauty of the 100 days of prayer. 

Citing recent tragedy and turmoil rang­
ing from the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks and 
stock market woes to scandals in the corpo­
rate world and the Roman Catholic Church, 
Mackey said, "Historically there has been a 
sense of desperation that God has used to 
set His people to prayer. I hope that we can 
learn from history.'' 

With that goal in mind, Mackey has 
worked with Martin, leader of the KBC mis­
sions growth team; Allen, director of the con­

The simple, easy-to-follow prayer guide 
available from the KBC offers a Scripture 
passage and two or three specific prayer re­
quests and praises for each of the 100 days. 
Even for individuals unaccustomed to the 
discipline of daily, focused prayer, the prayer 

Trennis Henderson guides are a convenient tool to help make 
prayer an ongoing part of any believer's life. 

vention's Mission Service Corps volunteer program; 
and other KBC leaders to promote "100 Days of 
Prayer" beginning Sept. 8. 

The prayer guide's Nov. 15 entry, for example, 
includes the words of Jesus from Mark 11:17, "Is it 
not written, My house will be called a house of prayer ' 
for all nations?" Prayer suggestions for the day in­
clude praying "that churches will become 'houses of 
prayer' as Christ intended." Participants also are chal­
lenged to "pray that the prayer ministry of your church 
will be strengthened and that your congregation will 
have a praying heart." 

The threefold purpose of the prayer emphasis is to 
call individuals to improve the quality and amount of 
their personal prayer times, to challenge groups of 
believers to pray together and to encourage churches 
to make a commitment to be "houses of prayer." 

Martin has helped coordinate a series of quarterly 
prayer meetings throughout the state in recent years. 
He said one of his hopes for the statewide prayer fo­
cus is that Kentucky Baptist churches will "not just 
see prayer as the foundation of their work but as. the 

Do you have time in your list of daily priorities to 
pause for a few moments of focused, faithful prayer 
for 100 days in a row? It could be a life-changing spir­
itual experience. 

Dressing up for God 
By Tony Campolo 

Modesty is a biblical value, but it 
seems to have gotten lost in the way 
young people dress these days. 

Britney Spears has modeled styles 
for teenagers that feature naked bel­
lies. Thongs are replacing bathing 
suits at the beach. And teenage boys 
are not excused from dressing sugges­
tively. 

ty; it's just that they want to come to 
it on their own terms. 

The Apostle Paul once wrote that 
the people of God do not behave 
themselves unseemly. Perhaps our 
Muslim brothers and sisters under­
stand what that means better than 
some of the rest of us do. 

I belong to an African-American 
church where people dress up for Sun­

audience with the Queen of England, 
how would you dress? If you were 
invited to dinner at the White House, 
how would you dress? 

Consider the fact 
that such immodest 
dress is rejected by 

FIRST PERSON 
day worship. The boys 
all wear suits and ties 
and the girls all come 

''Well this place is where you come 
into the presence of the King of Kings 
and the Lord of Lords and you ought 
to wear your best! If you were poor 
and those clothes were the best you 
had, you would be welcomed here. 
But you are not poor, and you are not 
wearing your best and we do not wel­
come those who, by the way they 
dress, have little respect for God." 
That deacon may have grasped a truth 
that the rest of us ignore. 

many of our Muslim neighbors who 
contend that the way young people 
dress is dishonoring to themselves, to 
those around them, and most impor­
tantly, to God. 

Contrary to what the rest of us 
think, surveys show that a large por­
tion of those women in the Muslim 
world who are highly educated and 
who hold rather progressive views on 
gender issues believe their Islamic 
dress, which requires head covering 
and even veils, is a way of declaring 
that the body is oriented toward God 
and is not meant for the enticement of 
men. Their modest dress is a way of 
defying the Western compulsion to 
reveal as much as is legal. 

These Muslim women find that the 
uniformity of dress prescribed by their 
religion also abolishes class differenc­
es and keeps the less affluent from 
feelings of inferiority. It is not that 
these women are rejecting modemi-

in their best dresses. 
Once a group of young people from a 
white suburban church came into the 
neighborhood to serve it as a mission 
project and decided to come to our 
church. They were dressed in T-shirts, 
shorts and grubby trousers. Some of 
them were wearing sandals and a cou­
ple of them were even barefooted. It 
was their idea oflooking "cool." They 
were more than surprised when the 
deacons of our church met them at the 
door and said, "You can't come in 
dressed like that." 

The outraged teenagers shouted 
back, "What kind of church is this? 
Do you tum away people who don't 
have good clothes? Do you close your 
doors to poor people?" 

One of the deacons answered, "We 
have no problems with poor people 
dressed in rags, but you are not poor 
people. When you come into the 
house of God you ought to be dressed 
in your best. If you were having an 

Dress styles are important for oth­
er reasons. They highly influence be­
havior. A principal of an inner-city 
school who transformed a blackboard 
jungle into a place of order and supe­
rior learning once told me that having 
a dress code was a major part of his 
program of reform. He had bought at 
thrift shops an array of white shirts and 
ties for the boys who didn't have any, 
and forbade the girls to wear tight-fit­
ting pants. He said vulgar dress results 
in vulgar behavior. His views might 
seem extreme to some, but not to the 
parents of those teenagers who 
cheered the changes in their children's 
behavior . 

The Bible says that whatever we 
do we should do unto the Lord, and 
that includes the way we dress. 
Tony Campolo, founder of the Evangelical 
Association for the Promotion of Education, 
is professor emeritus of sociology at Eastern 
University in St. Davids, Pa. 
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KENTUCKY 
Pikeville summer missionary sees 142 professions of faith 

"My prayer each 
day is, 'God, shut 
me up and speak 

through me."' 
Slimmer missionary 

Amy Chavers 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Amy Graham (oi, couch), a 

member of New Bethel 
Missionary Baptist Church 

in Benton, leads a Bible 
lesson during vacation 

Bible school at the YMCA in 
Pikeville. She and Jerrica 

Haynes (right), a member 
of Lakeview Baptist Church 
in Gilbertsville, were among 

a team from Western 
Kentucky in Pike County 
last week to assist with 

vacation Bible schools and 
construction projects. 

Continued from page 1 
that she said God led her to break 
from the traditional format. 

Usually, vacation Bible School 
teachers tell students how to become 
a Christian on Thursday. But Cha­
vers said God impressed on her dur­
ing her devotion time Wednesday 
morning that she should share the 
plan of salvation that day at both 
schools she was leading. 

"God was telling me, 'I want you 
to do an invitation every day start­
ing today." ' 

Though reluctant, she said, she 
explai ned to the children at both 
VBS sessions that day how to be­
come a Christian and asked if any­
one wanted to respond. 

That morning at Grace Baptist 
Church in Pikeville, one boy said he 
wanted to become a Christian, and 
that evening at Faith First Baptist 
Church in Dorton, three girls made 
professions of faith. 

Afterward, Chavers said, she 
learned two of those girls weren't 
planning to return to the VBS . 
"They had plans for the rest of the 
week." 

She said God used that experi­
ence to show her that many of the 
children wouldn't hear the gospel if 
churches stuck with their tradition of 
offering an invitation to become a 

. Christian only on Thursday. 
Later, she learned many kids 

come from split families, often leav­
ing on Thursday or Friday to go visit 
the other parent. 

Chavers said she's careful to 
keep the explanation about Chris­
tianity and the invitation simple and 
age-appropriate. 

The daily lessons from the "Am­
azon Outfi tters" materials teach how 
God is Creator, Provider and Heal­
er. 

During a recent vacation Bible 
school, Chavers used those themes 
when inviting children to become 
Christians. 

"What's the biggest sickness that 
every one of us deals with?" Cha­
vers asked a group of 9- to 13-year­
olds. 

"Sin," they responded. 
"What's the cure?" she asked. 
"Jesus." 
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GAME TIME Amy Chavers plays games with children during vacation Bible school last week in Pikeville. Chavers, a summer missionary 
from Florida, said a willingness to break with tradition allowed Pike County churches to see 142 professions of faith at vacation Bible 
schools where she worked. (Photos by David Winfrey) 

She also uses an ABC outline: 
Admit you 're a sinner; Believe Jesus 
died for your sins; Confess your sins 
to God and ask Jesus to come into 
your life. 

"How many of you know 
right from wrong?" she asked the 
same group of students as she made 
sure they understood what sin is. 

"Is sin all of the right things that 
I do? Is sin all of the wrong things 
that I do?" she asked. "How many 
lies does it take to make a liar? How 
many sins to make a sinner?" 

Boyd said: "Amy knows how to 
talk to children and youth at their 
level. She's outstanding at it. She 
knows their language." 

In addition to crediting God for 
the summer results, Chavers said she 
thinks God must have been working 
in Pike County for some time to pre­
pare it for the harvest of new Chris­
tians. 

"We' re a big team working to­
gether, and sometimes we don't get 
to see the other teammates ," she 
said. "The seeds have been planted 
and they ' ve been growing and now 
it was harvest time ... . I don't know 
why God has chosen to use me, but 
I'm glad He did." 

Boyd noted that the association 
has seen a record level of baptisms 
in the past three years. In addition, 
last year the association hosted a 
"mountain crusade" in which 450 
people made professions of faith. 

And for the past eight years the 
association has hosted a Kentucky 
Changers or Southern Baptist World 
Changers week, Boyd said. Both 
events bring Baptists together to ren­
ovate area homes. 

Larry Martin said he also sees 
signs that the area was ready for an 
outpouring of new Christians. 

Martin, missions growth team 
leader for the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention, noted that Boyd has 
been a leader in quarterly prayer 
meetings for revival in the state. 

In addition, several area church­
es without pastors have called dea­
cons as pastors who felt called into 
the gospel ministry, he said. "I think 
it's just the emerging of all those 
grassroots principles of God moving 
in that region." 

Chavers said this summer has 
taught her that God wants His fol­
lowers to be bolder in sharing their 
faith. 

"God's saying, 'Would you 
please just talk about Me? I'll do the 
work,"' she said. "I've just learned 
a lot about don't delay and don't get 
caught up in what's expected." 

One thing she_didn't expect was 
the job offer she got to teach school 
in Pike County . But for now, she 
said, she feels led to continue her 
graduate studies to be a teacher. "It's 
just not what God' s telling me to do 

right now." 
So late last week she flew home 

to be with her family for a brief stay 
in Niceville, Fla., before returning 
to her studies at West Florida Uni­
versity in Pensacola. 

There, she said, she hopes to 
maintain the boldness to share her 
fai th that she gained this summer. 

"I can't see myself going back 
(home) and being a quiet mouse," 
she said. "I don't see how I could 
possibly be after what I've seen this 
summer." 

She also is praying that what hap­
pened in Pike County this summer 
will continue. "My greatest fear is 
going back home and God stopping 
His work." 

Boyd said he'll be working with 
local churches to follow up with dis­
cipleship for the students who made 
professions of fai th. 

But Boyd said he 's not sure the 
conversions will continue at this 
high volume after she leaves. 'Tm 
not sure I' ve ever run across a young 
lady her age with as deep a commit­
ment and understanding of what 
God 's doing as I have Amy." 

Chavers said she found many 
church members respected her be­
cause she was the summer mission­
ary. But she wants them to realize 
there' s no difference between her 
and anyone else who is a Christian. 

"Who's going to be the fall mis­
sionary? Who's going to be the sum­
mer missionary?" she asked. 

Chavers said the two lessons that 
anyone should learn from this sum­
mer is that they shouldn't be bound 
by tradition and "Listen to God, no 
matter how bizarre it sounds. 

"God's just been blowing me out 
of the water," she said. "I've learned 
what it means to fully rely on Him. 
... When He says, 'You can do noth­
ing without Me,' He wasn't kid­
ding." 



ISSUES -------
1 O Commandment cases continue in Kentucky, elsewhere I 
Continued from page 1 
lawsuit- for placing a 2 1/2-ton Ten 
Commandments monument in the 
lobby of the state judicial building. 

Ken Johnson, who founded Adams 
County for the Ten Commandments, 
says of Moore: "He's my hero." 

Johnson, along with other pro­
commandments activists in Kentucky, 
Ohio, Indiana and Tennessee, is form­
ing a network to foster continued court 
action in support of posting the bibli­
cal laws in public places. In his coun­
ty, he said, the monument sends a 
"signal" to students, teachers and 
community members at a time when 
schools have evolved from problems 
with chewing gum and paper wads to 
sex and violence. 

Vasvari hails recent decisions 
against the monuments in cases in the 
same states where Johnson and other 
leaders are working to keep them up. 

"It does say something when you 
have ... nine district courts in rapid 
succession in a variety of circumstanc­
es, handing down the same ruling," he 
said. 

Recent defeats in some courts have 
not dissuaded supporters from their 
cause. 

HISTORICAL MARKERS? Displays like this at North Adams High School in southwestern Ohio, which includes the Ten Commandments in the center, have sparked 
church-state lawsuits across the country. (RNS photo by Joshua Johnson, courtesy Adams County for the Ten Commandments) 

Frank Manion, senior counsel for 
the American Center for Law and Jus­
tice, is defending the Adams County 
school district and urged its leaders to 
add the four additional monuments to 
possibly bolster their case. He's also 
representing commandment support­
ers in eight other cases. 

Manion said the ruling judges si­
multaneously are recognizing the bib­
lical laws as "an important historical 
factor" while rejecting their particular 
placement in public venues. 

"They all seem to say ... govern­
ment can display the Ten Command­
ments in an appropriate context," 
Manion said. "The question is, how 
do you find out until you get sued and 
go through the whole legal process 
whether your context is appropriate?" 

Adding to the confusion, he said, 
are conflicting decisions by appellate 
courts. 

"The same monument is illegal in 
Elkhart (Ind.) and Indianapolis but it's 
legal in Denver and Salt Lake City 
under the same provision of the Con­
stitution," said Manion. 

Based on recent court decisions, 
some of the monuments have come 
down. At least one, in Chester Coun­
ty, Pa., which dated to the early 1900s, 
recently was covered up, pending ap­
peals. In Elkhart, Ind., one of the cas­
es the Supreme Court declined to hear, 
the ~rangling continued in late July 
about where, or if, a monument at the 
city hall would have to be moved. 

One of the newer court cases re-

gards a La Crosse, Wis., monument 
donated by a fraternal organization in 
the 1960s to the city and located in a 
park. 

A suit filed July 1 by the Freedom 
from Religion Foundation prompted 
the city council to vote about a week 
later to sell the property to the group 
that gave it to the city. 

The first commandment alope­
"Thou shalt have no other gods be­
fore me"- prompted the suit, said 
Anne Gaylor, president of the Madi­
son, Wis.-based foundation. 

"In our country, we are free to have 
any god we like, as many as we like 
or none at all, if that's what we pre­
fer," she said. "Government should be 
neutral in matters of religion and you 
are hardly neutral if you are telling the 
community to worship and which god 
to worship." 

Mayor John Medinger, who has 
followed the recent court decisions, 
had argued before the suit was filed 
that it might be wise to move it to pri­
vate property. 

Now, with plans to fence it in at its 
present location and place signs ex­
plaining it is not city property, he 
thinks it could appear that the biblical 
laws have been corralled. 

"Even though I supported this idea 
to sell the land in the park, I think peo­
ple are not going to like it when it's 
done," he said. ''They're going to be 
offended .... It is a compromise that 
really didn't please either side." 

BUSINESS OFFICE MANAGER 
Baptist Life Communities, a long-standing Christian organization, 
is looking for a Business Office Manager/ Accountant with a proven 
track record who is willing to take on the challenge of a business 
office in the largest long-term care organization in Northern 
Kentucky. Long-term care experience is a plus. Please fax resume 
to (859) 581-1938, Attn: John Hutcherson, or mail to 120 Main 
Street, Newport, KY 41071. 

UsE YoUR CAREER 10 TRANSFORM 1HE WoRID. 
Use your professional skills to make a difference in people"s lives. Mission Service Corps (MSC) 
is a team of self.funded missionaries who serve an average of 20 hours per week for four months 

or more. MSC missionaries provide their own financial support or are supported by sponsors 
while on the mission field. Opportunities for service are available in Kentucky an_d North America. 

www.lcybaptist.org/msc 1 800 266-6477, ext. 397 
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PRACTICE The men's and 
women's chorale practice­

together at a school in 
Interlaken, Switzerland, in 

preparation for their 
evening concert at the 

European Baptist 
Convention summer 

assembly on July 10. The 
chorales' European tour 

featured seven 
performances in six cities 
in four countries. (Photos 

by Cindy Henderson) 

Kentucky Baptist chorales complete -European tour 
INTERLAKEN, Switzerland­

The Kentucky Baptist men's chorale 
and women's chorale recently con­
cluded a European tour that featured 
seven performances and included 
stops in six cities in four countries. 

The tour kicked off July 10 with 
a joint performance at the European 
Baptist Convention summer assem­
bly in Interlaken, Switzerland, fol­
lowed by performances at the fol­
lowing locations: 

I Stuttgart, Germany, Internation­
al Baptist Church. 

I Kaiserslautern, Germany, Faith 
Baptist Church. 

I Frankfort/Main, Germany, Be­
thel International Baptist Church. 

I Hoensbroek, The Netherlands, 
Emmanuel Baptist Church. 

I Wezembeek-Oppem, Belgium, 
International Baptist Church. 

The men's chorale also per­
formed in Sandhousen, Germany, at 
Grace International Baptist Church. 

The men's chorale performed un­
der the direction of Carl Stam, asso­
ciate professor of church music and 
director for the Institute for Chris­
tian Worship at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville. 
David Dale, music minister at Gar­
denside Baptist Church in Lexing­
ton, served as accompanist and also 
arranged some of the music present­
ed by the chorale. 

The women's chorale performed 
under the direction of Roxanne Nan­
ney, minister of music and senior 
adults at First Baptist Church of 
Brandenburg. Nevalyn Moore, who 
serves on the music faculty at Camp­
bellsville University, served as ac­
companist. 

Members of the men's chorale 
who went on the tour include: 

I Kelly Beaver, First Baptist 
Church of Sturgis. 

I Earl Bell, First Baptist Church of 
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PERFORMANCE The Kentucky Baptist women's chorale performed for the Chinese 
congregation of Bethel International Baptist Church in Frankfort, Germany, on July 14. 

Frankfort. 
I Tim Best, Calvary Baptist 

Church in Glasgow. 
I Bill Brown, First Baptist Church 

of Owenton. 
I John Cashion, Beaver Dam Bap­

tist Church. 
I Jirn Cordell, Hurstbourne Bap­

tist Church in Louisville. 
I Ken Goforth, Scottsville Baptist 

Church. 
I Dean Gray, First Baptist Church 

of Central City. 
I Dick Ham, First Baptist Church 

of Richmond. 
I Randy Holt, Lone Oak First Bap­

tist Church in Paducah. 
I Ty LoVette, Unity Baptist 

Church in Ashland. 
I Gary Maynard, Red House Bap­

tist Church in Richmond. 
I Jim Moore, Campbellsville Bap­

tist Church. 
I Eugene Quinn, Bashford Manor 

Baptist Church in Louisville. 
I Virgil Ridings, Millville Baptist 

Church in Frankfort. 
I Eddie Russell, Harrodsburg B ap-

tist Church. 
I Steven Skaggs, Valley View 

Baptist Church in Vine Grove. 
I Mike Stanley, Williamstown 

Baptist Church. 
I Lloyd Sutton, Glasgow Baptist 

Church. 
I Bill Williams, Fishers, Ind. 
Members of the women's chorale 

who went on tour include: 
I Elaine Ashley, Brownsville Mis­

sionary Baptist Church in Browns­
ville. 

I Linda Bell, First Baptist Church 
of Frankfort. 

I Carolyn Best, Calvary Baptist 
Church in Glasgow. 

I Cecilia Broadwater, Midway 
Baptist Church. 

I Joyce Cordell, Hurstbourne Bap­
tist Church. 

I Vicki Cull, Dry Ridge Baptist 
Church. 

I Beverly Edmondson, Dry Ridge 
Baptist Church. 

I Charolotte Ellis, First Baptist 
Church of Richmond. 

I Joyce Eubank, Hurstbourne Bap-

tist Church. 
I Vivian Gentry, First Baptist 

Church of Bowling Green. 
I Mary Geurin, Bethel Baptist 

Church in Harrodsburg. 
I Cindy Henderson, Gardenside 

Baptist Church in Nicholasville. 
I Julie Hillen, Hurstbourne Baptist 

Church. 
I Sharlie Hoskins, Hurstbourne 

Baptist Church. 
I Clara Matthews, Lyndon Baptist 

Church in Louisville. 
I Jacquie Miller, Irvington Baptist 

Church. 
I Diana Morgan, Dry Ridge Bap­

tist Church. 
I Marge Myers, Melbourne 

Heights Baptist Church in Louisville. 
I Paula Oliver, Scottsville Baptist 

Church. 
I Ann O'Neill, Dry Ridge Baptist 

Church. 
I Phronsie Quinn, Lyndon Baptist 

Church. 
I Gayle Raizor, Hurstourne Bap­

tist Church. 
I Elizabeth Reese, First Baptist 

Church of Corbin. 
I Barbara Ridings, Millville Bap­

tist Church in Frankfort. 
I Emily Rucker, First Baptist 

Church of Mt. Washington. 
I Carolyn Smith, First Baptist 

Church of Leitchfield 
I Brenda Stanley, Williamstown 

Baptist Church. 
I Nancy Stevenson, Bethel Baptist 

Church in Harrodsburg 
I Myra Sutton, Glasgow Baptist 

Church. 
I Nancy True, Broadway Baptist 

Church in Louisville. 
I Mary Jo Wilcher, Scottsville 

Baptist Church. 
I Rochelle Williams, Berea Bap­

tist Church. 
I Betty Woodson, Elizabethtown 

Baptist Church. 
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Ministry focusing on Dobson's successor House drops settlement payment to 
family of missionary killed in Peru By Eric Gorski 

Religion News Service 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.­
Focus on the Family marked its 25th 
anniversary last month with an eye 
toward the future. 

The organization is preparing for 
two eventualities: the departure of 
founder James Dobson and the aging 
of its supporters. 

Dobson, 66, reports he is in excel­
lent health after suffering a heart at­
tack and stroke in the past 12 years. 
He says he expects to continue lead­
ing Focus on the Family for another 
decade or longer. 

Even so, the transition to the post­
Dobson era has begun. The ministry 
is grooming two potential successors 
and developing products for young 
families . The results of these efforts 
likely will determine whether Focus 
on the Family remains influential as a 
conservative voice on social and po­
litical issues. 

The question of who will ascend 
into visible leadership positions­
most importantly, who will take over 
Dobson' s daily half-hour radio 
show- is the greatest challenge. 

"American evangelicalism is very 
personality-oriented," said Quentin 
Schultze, a professor of cornmunica-

tions at Calvin College in Grand Rap­
ids, Mich. "Media ministries need at 
least one person that represents the 
ministry." • 

Dobson, a child psychologist and 
former University of Southern Cali­
fornia professor, came to prominence 
in 1970 for writing the child-rearing 
manual "Dare to Discipline." He 
founded Focus on the Family seven· 
years later "to make a contribution to 
the family ." 

Today, Focus on the Family is a 
$130 million-a-year enterprise with 14 
broadcast programs and more than a 
dozen publications reaching 104 na­
tions. Dobson 's monthly newsletter 
goes to 2.5 million U.S. households. 

Focus's board of directors began 
work on a succession plan after Dob­
son suffered a minor heart attack in 
1990. Eight years later, Dobson had a 
mild stroke. 

The succession plan acknowledg­
es one person cannot replace Dobson. 
It calls for a chief executive officer to 
handle business matters and a "chief 
articulator" to be the voice of the min­
istry-jobs that Dobson does alone. 

The articulator job, Dobson and 
others say, will be much harder to fill. 
There's internal debate about wheth­
er one person can do it or if a team 
approach is best. 

YOU STILL HA VE TIME 

TO ENROLL IN 

THE FIRST CLASS 
OF 
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BAPTIST SEMINARY 

OF KENTUCKY 

• APPLICATIONS RECEIVED UNTIL AUGUST 19 
• AFFORDABLE AT $200 PER SEMESTER HOUR 
• SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
• BLOCK CLASS SCHEDULE ALLOWS FLEXIBILITY 
• DOWNLOAD APPLICATION FORM ON WEB SITE 
• CLASSES BEGIN AUGUST 26 

BAPTIST SEMINARY OF KENTUCKY 
150 E. HIGH STREET 

LEXINGTON, KY 40507 

For more information call 859-455-8191 
www.bsky.org 

Ministry officials went looking for 
young talent. They found it in Walt 
Larimore, 50, a family doctor who's 
delivered 1,500 babies and hosted ra­
dio and cable TV shows in Florida, 
and Bill Maier, 44, a psychologist and 
radio host from Southern California 
whose resume resembles Dobson's. 

Larimore and Maier are part of a 
program called "other voices," meant 
to introduce the ministry's audience 
to new personalities as guest hosts on 
Dobson's show and in other venues. 

Focus on the Family's most impor­
tant new venture, Dobson said, is the 
young families initiative. With 47 be­
ing the average age of a Focus con­
sumer, ministry officials know they 
must reach the sons and daughters of 
those boomers, who now are raising 
children of their own. 

By January, the ministry expects to 
introduce Focus on Your Child, a 
newsletter with editions geared toward 
different ages. In the next two to three 
"years, Dobson plans to update a land­
mark parenting video series for young 
families and may begin a new radio 
program aimed at them. 

Dobson always has said the minis­
try will continue as long as it has sup­
port. And he said he strongly endors­
es the succession plan. "We're not sit­
ting around waiting for me to die." 

WASHINGTON (RNS)-A budget battle between Congress 
and the Department of State has its first casualty-the cash 
settlement earmarked for the family of missionary Veronica 
"Roni" Bowers and her infant daughter. 

Last month, the U.S. House approved a $28.9 billion 
supplemental budget bill to provide additional funding for this 
year's federal budget, but it did not include the $8 million 
originally set aside for the Bowers family and pilot Kevin 
Donaldson. The measure was approved 397-32 and 
forwarded to the Senate. 

The legislation orders the State Department to pay the 
settlement out of money in its 2002 budget. But 
congressional officials say the State Department claims it 
doesn't have the money and even if it did, it might not have 
the legal authority. 

''The State Department is doing everything it can to delay 
the payment," said Rep. Pete Hoekstra, R-Mich., who has 
lobbied for the settlement. 

The Bowers family attorney said she was disappointed by 
the State Department's position, given that Congress has 
given it permission to pay the settlement. 

In April 2001, a Peruvian air force jet shot down the 
missionary airplane carrying the Bowers family after they 
were misidentified as potential drug smuoolers by a CIA­
operated surveillance plane. Roni Bowers and 7-month-old 
Charity Bowers died in the attack, but Jim Bowers, Roni's .,,, 
husband, and their 6-year-old son, Cory, survived along with 
Donaldson. 

Another Christian children's shelter 
sued for 'religious discrimination' 

DECATUR, Ga. (RNS)- ln a 
lawsuit similar to the one filed 
against Kentucky Baptist Homes for 
Children, a Methodist shelter for 
Georgia foster children has been 
sued by gay rights activists who 
claim the agency uses state money . 
to discriminate in hiring and fund 
religious indoctrination. 

Seven Georgia taxpayers, includ­
ing one lesbian counselor and one 
Jewish psychologist, filed suit July 
31 against the United Methodist 
Children's Home in Decatur. 

The suit is asking state authori­
ties to stop funding the facility until 
it changes its policy. Currently, the 
shelter receives about 40 percent of 
its budget from local and state reve­
nues. 

According to the suit filed in Ful­
ton County Superior Court, the les­
bian counselor was fired when she 

Did you know? 
Ministers and eligible 
employees of SBC churches 
receive no-cost disability and 
survivor benefits in the 
Church Annuity Plan. 

Plus they can receive up to 

$210 in annual matching t 
contributions! Q 

,~'J~, ~ 
ANNUITY BOARD 
1-800-262-0511 
www.absbc.org 

revealed her sexual orientation, and 
the Jewish psychologist was denied 
a job when he was told the home 
does not hire Jews. 

"My sexual orientation has noth­
ing to do with my ability to be a 
good counselor, and I proved that at 
the home," said Aime.e Bellmore, 
the lead plaintiff. 

The suit also alleges that children 
in the 70-bed facility are required to 
attend ·Methodist worship service, 
regardless of their faith, and that gay 
and lesbian youth are subjected to 
"potentially dangerous intervention 
therapy to undermine the youth's 
sexual orientation." 

The center's Web site said servic­
es are provided "without regard to 
race, gender, creed or national origin." 
A spokesman for the shelter, Richard 
Puckett, declined comment until he 
can see a copy of the lawsuit. 

"We're going to wait until we get 
it and let our lawyer take a look at it 
and see what the grounds are before 
we comment on it," he said. Officials 
at the church's North Georgia Annu­
al Conference, which owns the facili­
ty, also declined to comment. 

The case is similar to an ACLU suit 
filed three years ago against KBHC 
after children's homes officials fired 
a lesbian staff member. 

In that case, which still is pending, 
ACLU officials accused KBHC of 
religious discrimination and claimed 
government funding of the children's 
homes is an unconstitutional establish­
ment of religion. 

U.S. District Judge Charles Simp­
son dismissed the religious discrimi­
nation charge last summer. ACLU 
leaders responded by filing an appeal. 
Both the appeal and the establishment 
of religion claim remain unresolved. 
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NATION 
I Abstinence advocates seeing success with new strategy 

By Mark O'Keefe 
Religion News Service 

BATON ROUGE, La. (RNS)­
Dan Richey remembers a time not so 
long ago when abstinence was seen 
as hopelessly unrealistic, an old-fash­
ioned value with no place in modem 
sex education. 

"No civic groups would invite you 
over to give a speech about it, no TV 
stations would devote newscasts to it, 
no newspaper reporters would call 
you up to discuss it. 

"But now," Richey recently said 
via cell phone as he drove to a televi­
sion interview, "everyone is talking 
about abstinence." 

The wait-until-marriage movement 
has broken out of its religious sanctu­
ary. 

It has happened not just in Louisi­
ana, where Richey heads an absti­
nence-only program launched by the 
governor, but nationwide- thanks in 
large part to a six -year flow of federal 
money for abstinence-only programs. 

il\\ sta,,~i 
v1tdd\\\l ta1. 

But there also has been a shift in 
tone and strategy, downplaying the 
religious concept of chastity while 
hammering home the message that 
there is no such thing as "safe sex." In 
short, the case for abstinence has be­
come more factual than spiritual, more 
medical than moral. 

"We say, 'This is for your health,"' 
said Patricia Sulak of Temple, Texas, 
a gynecologist and medical school 
professor who helped develop an ab­
stinence program for her son's school 
and can't keep up with speaking re-

ABSTINANCE RALLY 
Claire Reynolds, 16, of 
Rayne, La., wears her 

intentions on her T-shirt 
during an abstinence rally 

this past fall on the steps of 
the Louisiana state Capitol 

in Baton Rouge. (RNSI 
Baton Rouge Advocate 

photo by Patrick Dennis) 

Reflections on the flow of time 
You can sit in a yard or under 

a tree and almost see the way time 
flows by. It doesn't fly or dawdle; 
it simply flows- sort of like the 
great cumulus clouds move across 
the summer sky. 

You can feel it somehow, too, 
if you don't try too hard, in grow­
ing things- in the way a leaf turns 
to catch the sun, the way a bud 

wind, come back to normal. 
And one can sit on the porch 

at evening tide and watch the 
grace of the swallows in the air 
and smell the fragrance of the wild 
roses and honeysuckle and hear 
the soft whisper of approaching 
night in the big sycamores. 

Time passes then, as it should, 
not hour by hour but season by 

opens and the petals un­
curl into a rose, the way 
a bean blossom fades 
and the green bean 
forms. 

PRESIDENT'S 
PERSPECTIVE 

season and year by year. 
The long flow of time is 
there, and if one does 
not watch too closely or 
listen too intently, one 
will see and hear. There 
will be a time when 
"time will be no more." 

Time isn't a tangible. 
And yet you can touch 
so many things that 
mean time. There is a 
kind of time in a seed, 
for instance. Plant a rad­
ish seed, and in a short 
time you can eat a rad­
ish. Plant an acorn, and 
an oak tree may grow Harold Greenfield 
for 100 years. 

There is another kind of time 
in a creek, which carves its chan­
nel and yet is shaped by rock; yet 
in due time, it wears away the 
rocks. It floods and dries up, but 
as long as there are rains and the 
hills slope downward, the creeks 
will continue to run. 

There are times when time is 
like the wind, howling at the cor­
ners and lashing at our human 
houses-troubled times. But per­
sonal crises and time, like the 

Harold Greenfield is president of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention which sponsors 
this column. Contact the KBC at Box 
43433, Louisville, KY 40253-0433; (800) 
266-6477; www.kybaptist.org 
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Report: More teens say they're virgins 
W ASHNGTON (RNS)-More 

than half of high school teens nave 
reported that they are virgins, a new 
federal study has found. 

The report, from data in the 2001 
Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance 
System, marks a reversal from 
about a decade ago when more than 
half of high schoolers said they had 
had sexual intercourse. 

The report from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
asked 13,601 teens about sexual 
behavior as well as other issues, The 
Washington Times newspaper re­
pomd. 

quests. "What the abstinence move­
ment needed was some help from the 
health care profession." 

President Bush wants to help by 
boosting abstinence-only funding by 
$33 million annually, to $135 million 
a year. The House approved that re­
quest on May 16 as part of a package 
that reauthorizes the landmark 1996 
legislation reforming welfare. But the 
Senate appears more skeptical of re­
lying solely on abstinence to reduce 
teen pregnancy and sexually transmit­
ted diseases. 

"Not until there was (federal) fund­
ing was the movement legitimized," 
said LeAnna Benn of Teen-Aid Inc., 
a nonprofit group that produces absti­
nence curricula from its base in Spo­
kane, Wash. "Then you began to see 
it spread across the country." 

The fabric of family 
If the Lord is leading you to be­

come involved in a worthy Chris­
tian cause that is essential to the 
future of our churches, our com­
munities, our nation and our 
world, let me suggest Campbells­
ville University. 

Students from Campbellsville 
will govern our states and towns, 
doctor our sick, nurture and teach 

In 1990 the report found that 
54.3 percent of teens in grades 9-
12 had had intercourse. But by 
2001, 54.4 percent of high school­
ers said they had not had sex. 

Some experts attribute the statis­
tical change to abstinence education 
while others credit "please just 
wait'' messages that are often linked 
to HIV/ AIDS education. 

"The only thing that changed in 
that time frame is the amount of talk 
and programming for abstinence 
until marriage," said LeAnnaBenn, 
director of Teen-Aid, an abstinence 
program in Spokane, Wash. 

That medical and family planning 
groups have stopped dismissing absti­
nence is evident in the many programs 
promoting birth control that advertise 
themselves as "abstinence plus" or 
"abstinence first." But the American 
Medical Association, Planned Parent­
hood and others say the pendulum has 
swung too far when governrnent fund­
ing requires an "abstinence only" mes­
sage, and when abstinence programs 
scare young people away from using 
birth control. 

Abstinence advocates counter that 
promoting abstinence while teaching 
birth control is counterproductive. 

"I don ' t want to tell kids, 'Don't 
have sex,' then spend two hours in­
structing them how to correctly put on 
a condom," Sulak said. "That's a 
mixed, confusing message." 

ly woven together into a communi­
ty each calls "home." Students are 
encouraged to advance in their own 
lives through continued learning, to 
advance in their perspective fields 
through ongoing scholarship and to 
advance their society through 
Christian service and leadership. 

University President Mike Cart-
er has stated: "It's a warm, caring 

our children, invest in 
our businesses, inspire 
our spiritual beings and 
provide the human and 
financial resources of 
our Kentucky Baptist 
family of churches, as­
sociations, missionary, 
educational and benev­
olent enterprises. 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION 

place. Our mission is to 
provide students with a 
quality education where 
Christian leadership and 
service are emphasized. 
We are helping students 
learn how to make a dif­
ference one student at a 
time. At Campbellsville, 
a student develops aca­
demically, spiritually and Since 1906 Camp­

bellsville has been pre­
paring future leaders not 
only in how to make a Barry Allen 
living, but also equipping 
them in the ways of faith so they 
will be able better to live their faith 
through their vocations. Today, 
more effectively than ever, Camp­
bellsville is preparing students from 
Kentucky and around the world 
with academic excellence and per­
sonal growth within a nurturing 
Christian environment. It's a Chris­
tian environment where the very 
fabric of the community is family 
with a capital "F." Each student, 
parent, faculty, staff and adminis­
trator, and each program is unique-

• socially within a Chris­
tian atmosphere. We 
hope you join the Camp­
bellsville family." 

For more information about this 
"family," call toll-free president 
Carter or development vice presi­
dent Alan Medders at (800) 264-
6014, or visit their Web site at 
www.campbellsvil.edu. 

To the extent the foundation can 
assist in determining the most effec­
tive charitable gift strategy for you, 
please give us that privilege. 

Barry Allen is president of the Kentucky 
Baptist Foundation, 10605 Shelbyville 
Road, Louisville, KY 40223; (888) 254-
5701; www.kybaptistfoundation.org 



'State kids' 
During most of Kentucky Bap­

tist Homes for Children's history, 
the local pastor served as more than 
a preacher. He was, to a degree, re­
sponsible for the welfare of the fam­
ilies in his congregation. 

Pastors, school principals, law 
enforcement officials, physicians 
and others referred families to Glen 
Dale and Spring Meadows for de­

are abused or neglected. Today, if a 
teacher, physician, social worker, 
minister or any other professional 
who works in a helping role with 
children observes what is suspect­
ed as abuse or neglect, that profes­
sional must call child protective ser­
vices. It is the law. Failure to fulfill 
the law could lead to criminal 
charges. For this reason, most chil­

cades. They did so be­
cause there was no one 
else in that role. When a 
pastor saw a family in cri­
sis, there was no govern­
ment agency to intervene 
or tax dollars to cover the 
cost of out-of-home care. 
Therefore, hundreds of 
children for every imag­
inable reason found 
themselves living either 
at Spring Meadows or 
Glen Dale Children's 
Homes. 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

dren who come to KBHC 
are under the guardian­
ship of the common­
wealth. 

Bill Smithwick 

Every week KBHC • 
hears from concerned in­
dividuals, including pas­
tors, calling on behalf of 
a child or family in need. 
Usually we can help the 
family without a disrup­
tive out-of-home place­
ment, thanks to counsel­
ing and assistance servic­
es in our communities. 

Today, KBHC still 
serves children referred to us pri­
vately, by individual citizens. But 
someone else has taken on the big­
gest responsibility of intervening 
for a child's welfare: state govern­
ment. Child protection laws have 
become stringent, sometimes to the 
detriment of children and their par­
ents, but overall for the good of 
kids . Parenting isn't viewed as a 
"right" anymore; it is viewed as a 
"privilege," a privilege that can be 
taken away by the state if children 

If, however, we be­
lieve we are in a position to serve a 
child through residential or foster 
care, we will accept him or her as a 
private placement. So, think of the 
many state-placed children like this: 
They are the same children pastors 
and teachers referred to us in the 
past, except now they come to 
KBHC from a different route. 

Bill Smithwick is president of Kentucky 
Baptist Homes for Children. Contact KBHC 
at (800) 456-1386 or atwww. kbhc.org 

Ministering through camp 
By Robert Dunston 

Cumberland College junior Ca­
sey Woods, the daughter of Wanda 
Messer of Cleveland, Tenn., and Ed 
Woods of Williamsburg, spent the 
summer of200l serving at a Chris­
tian camp in Orr, Minn., not far 
from the Canadian border. 

Woods previously had attended 

hood in Chicago. Ashley constant­
ly complained about everything at 
camp. 

One day after being confronted 
about her attitude, she broke down 
and talked about her family situa­
tion. 

Throughout the remainder of 
Ashley's camping experience, 
Woods and the others noticed how 

the camp as a camper, a 
high school volunteer 
and a staff member. 

Woods served as a 
Big Sister in one of the 
camp dormitories. Each 
dormitory had dorm par­
ents, a counselor and a 
Big Sister or Big Broth­
er. 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

God was changing Ash­
ley 's life. 

Casey also worked 
with a team of staff mem­
bers who taught sailing 
and windsurfing. She 
thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience. 

Her job involved 
spending one-on-one 
time with each of the 
campers by tucking them in at night, 
praying with them and asking how 
their day had gone. She created a 
home away from home for the 
young people and regularly shared 
the gospel with them. 

Each camp during the summer 
lasted two weeks. Many of the girls 
with whom she worked came from 
large cities, often from neighbor­
hoods with gangs. Woods described 
some of the girls as being quite 
rough and tough. 

One young girl named Ashley 
came from a terrible family situa­
tion in a gang-infested neighbor-

Woods, an elementa­
ry education major at 
Cumberland College, 
heard God's call to be­
come a teacher when she 

was a camper. She knows how God 
can work through a camp setting to 
touch lives and provide direction. 

We appreciate her commitment 
and enthusiasm and know she will 
continue to influence young lives 
for Christ. 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland Col­
lege, 6000 College Station Dr., 
Williamsburg, KY 40769 

SMILE 
Kudzu 

... Al-ID DO YOU, JILL-, 
,AKE ~ERSCHEL ,o 
BE YOUR 1-\USBAND ?. .. 

For Heaven's Sake 

Bible Crossword 
Across 
1 "He that loveth his_ abideth in 

the light" (1 John 2:10) 
6 "They ... spake _ one to 

another" (Malachi 3:16) 
10 Anger 
12 When you'll get to your, 

destination, more or less, abbr. 
13 "The_ of the Lord ... run to 

and fro" (Zechariah 4:1 O) 
16 "Let_ the rich man glory in 

his riches" (Jeremiah 9:23) 
17 Classifies 
18 "We are the people of his 

pasture, and the sheep of his 
_" (Psalms 95:7) 

20 Dormitory helper, abbr. 
21 "_ is the fulfilling of the law" 

(Romans 13:10) 
22 "Love worketh _ ill to his 

neighbour" (Romans 13:10) 
23 Plural suffix 
25 Month, abbr. 
26 "Good _ from a far country" 

(Proverbs 25:25) 
28 Article that precedes a vowel 
29 "Jesus saith unto them, Come 

and_" (John 21 :12) 
31 "Do not your _ before men" 

(Matthew 6:1) 
32 "The first covenant had ... a 

worldly_" (Hebrews 9:1) 
38 "For the wrath is come upon 

them to the_" 
(1 Thessalonians 2:16) 

41 Swine 
42 Preposition 
43 Noah's vessel 
44 Assist 
46 "He hath a great_ for you" 

(Colossians 4:13) 

Last week's solution 

© 2000 Barbour Publishing 

I Do ... AND 
81L.L.Y CL-AvJSON 
CAN Jl.\S'T DROP 
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47 Nathan, for short 
49 Tell an untruth 
51 "The light of the body is the _ " 

(Luke 11 :34) 
53 And, Lat. 
54 "A woman hath a familiar spirit at 

_ " (1 Samuel 28:7) 
55 ~xtraterrestrial, abbr. 

Down 
1 "_ are the meek" 

(Matthew 5:5) 
2 "By so much was Jesus made a 

surety of a better _ " 
(Hebrews 7:22) 

3 Head nurse, abbr. 
4 Make a mistake 
5 Radium, chem. symbol 
6 Old English, abbr. 
7 Number of commandments God 

gave to Moses 
8 European Theater of Operations, 

abbr. 
9 "The Lord is high above all _ " 

(Psalms 113:4) 
11 "O _, where is thy victory?" (1 

Corinthians 15:55) 
14 Year old, abbr. 

Doug Marlette 

Mike Morgan 

Carole Stengel 

15 "Do not_, my beloved 
brethren" (James 1 :16) 

18 "_ thy father and thy mother" 
(Exodus 20: 12) 

19 "A _ commandment I give 
unto you" (John 13:34) 

22 "Father, glorify thy_" 
(John 12:28) 

24 Sister, abbr. 
27 Simon 
30Nothing-
33 New England state, abbr. 
34 "Ye are the _ of the living 

God" (2 Corinthians 6:16) 
35 "They were all _ at the mighty 

power of God" (Luke 9:43) 
36 "I am the _ of Sharon" 

(Song of Sol. 2:1) 
37 Backbone 
39 "We spend our years as a_ 

that is told" (Psalms 90:9) 
40 Trapshooting 
45 Narrow fish 
48 A unit of value in Laos 
50 Not out 
52 "_ shall be as gods" 

(Genesis 3:5) 
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■ Bible distribution plan launched. 
Zondervan, World Vision and the 
International Bible Society recently 
announced plans for "Share the Light," an 
effort this fall to distribute 1 million Bibles to 
needy children and families. They will work 
with participating Christian bookstores to 
donate a Bible in the name of consumers 
who purchase a Bible published by 
Zondervan between Oct. 8 and the end of the 
year. The Bibles will be donated to families in 
21 countries. Consumers will be asked to 
write a personal note to be sent along with 
the Bible they help provide. 

■ VA to accept chaplains from gay group. 
The Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan 
Community Churches, the country's only 
predominantly gay denomination, has been 
approved to supply chaplains for the 
Veteran's Administration for use in hospitals 
and other VA facilities. Church spokesman 
Jim Birkitt said the application took about 
nine months and said the church 
encountered "no resistance whatsoever." The 
VA's National Chaplain Center currently 
accepts chaplains from about 225 registered 
religious groups, most of whom are also 
recognized by the armed forces. MCC 
officials say they now plan to apply to 
provide chaplains to the military. 

■ Prof using Focus on Family magazine 
demoted. A professor at a United Methodist­
affiliated school wants her job back after she 
was demoted, apparently for including 

NATION 
NATIONAL NOTES 

materials from Focus on the Family in her 
classroom. Janis Price, an elementary 
education professor afDePauw University in 
Greencastle, Ind., filed suit, seeking to have 
her Job and salary restored. According to 
United Methodist News Service, a student in 
her class complained after reading a copy of 
"Teachers in Focus," produced by Focus on 
the Family. The magazine contained tips for 
teachers to counter "the onslaught of gay 
activists in your school." 

■ State court rules out same-sex unions. 
The Georgia Supreme Court, in a unanimous 
decision, has let stand a Georgia Court of 
Appeals ruling that a Vermont civil union is 
not the equivalent of marriage in Georgia. 
Additionally, the court ruled last month that 
even if a civil union is deemed to be a 
"marriage" in Vermont, it would not be 
recognized as such in Georgia. The decision 
also upheld the Georgia Defense of Marriage 
Act, which limits marriage to one man and 
one woman. 

■ "Regular Baptists" pass child abuse 
resolution. The General Association of 
Regular Baptist Churches has added its voice 
to other denominations that have recently 
expressed concern about child abuse. At 
their recent annual conference, messengers 
passed a "Resolution on Child Protection." 
In the statement, they resolved to 
"acknowledge the past, present and future 
reality of child abuse in this sin-infiltrated 
world" and "decry these acts against children 

as evil and tragic." Church members also 
called for appropriate discipline and 
repentance for perpetrators and promotion of 
healing for victims. 

■ Court: Theology student deserves state 
money. The state of Washington wrongly 
denied a scholarship to a college student 
who wanted to pursue a degree in theology, 
the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled 
July 18. Joshua Davey was awarded a 
"Promise Scholarship" in 1999 but was then 
denied it after he declared a major in pastoral 
ministries at Northwest College, an 
Assemblies of God school in Kirkland, Wash. 
The state's Higher Education Coordinating 
Board said it denied the scholarship because 
state law barred funding of religious 
instruction. 

■ Study: Religious moms more likely to 
marry. Urban mothers who attend church 
often are much more likely to be married 
when their children are born, according to a 
study from the University of Pennsylvania. 
The study states that urban mothers who 
attend church several times a month or more 
are 100 percent more likely to be married 
when they give birth to their children, in 
comparison to urban mothers who are not 
frequent church attenders. It also found that 
single urban mothers are 90 percent more 
likely to marry within a year of the birth if 
they are frequent church attenders, 
compared to those who do not attend church 
frequently. 

Ventura accidently 
proclaims 'Christian 
Heritage Week' 

ST. PAUL, Minn. (RNS)-Minne­
sota Gov. Jesse Ventura, the former 
wrestler who in 1999 said that religion 
is a "sham and a crutch for weak­
minded people," inadvertently has 
declared a week in October as "Chris­
tian Heritage Week." 

Ventura's office submitted the 
proclamation, along with 16 others, to 
the Secretary of State's office. When 
staff members realized the error, they 
were told it was too late and that the 
proclamation already was official. 

"Somehow it got in the wrong 
pile," spokesman John Wodele told 
Associated Press. "It would not have 
been approved." 

Ventura deliberately has tried to 
avoid co-mingling church and state 
during his term as governor. Less than 
a month ago, he rankled Minnesotans 
by issuing a proclamation at the re­
quest of an atheist group. 

Kent Kaiser, a spokesman for Sec­
retary of State Mary Kiffmeyer, said 
it was impossible to reverse the proc­
lamation. "There is no deproclamatiz­
ing," he said. "Once it's filed, it's filed. 
It's not like every time they send 
something we call over and ask, 'Did 
you mean it?'" 

Tom Prichard, president of the 
Minnesota Family Council, was de­
lighted by the proclamation. "Inad­
vertently, or providentially some 
might say, he's recognized the role of 
faith and religion in our society. We'll 
gladly accept that." 

Let's have church outside Improving campus family health 
When was the last time you had church out­

side? Probably never, or at least not often. Well, 
we did on a recent Sunday morning. One of the 
first things staff and students learn at Oneida is to 
adjust, improvise and roll with the punches. 

Until you have experienced being in a dormi­
tory or classroom full of students wpen there are 
no lights, you can't quite get a true idea of what it 
is like. I am sure two Sundays ago that several 
new students were thinking that because the lights 
were out we would not have to go to . 
church. Right? Wrong! We simply de­
cided to have our worship hour on the 
porch of the campus ministry center. 

When there is no electricity, the girls 
are the first to complain. It is difficult 
to get a shower. Even if you take a 
shower, the next problem is drying your 
hair in time for church. I am sure some 
girls thought briefly about just not go­
ing to church if they could not get show­
ers and blow dry their hair. 

Well everyone did make it to church, 
but not everyone had taken a shower. 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

the power went off. We have several portable 
generators that can be set up quickly to provide 
lights and some other basic electric needs. Since 
we cook with gas, we are not totally incapacitat­
ed. Of course, as soon as we got everything up 
and running, the power came back on. Apparent­
ly a bird, now deceased, had landed on the wrong 
wires just outside the campus ministry center. The 
power company removed the charred remains just 
as our students ended their worship service. 

Some of my orientation guests were 
a little amused at our ability to impro­
vise so quickly. They were equally im­

Some, especially the younger boys, did w.F. Underwood 

pressed with our students' ability to take 
the whole situation in stride. I explained 
that we have had much worse situations 
in the past. One was similar to this one. 
You can only imagine what it is like to 
have a dormitory full of students a~d 
no electricity, especially on the first day 
of school. The 75 to 100 new students 
were sure there would not be school that 
day, or at least not until the electricity 
came back on. Our veteran students had 
no such illusions and quickly got about 
the business of getting ready for school. not make too much of an effort to comb 

their hair, either. But since we were out in the 
open, hopefully no one noticed those who had not 
showered. 

On Sundays, new and prospective students 
come for a tour and interview. It was going to be 
difficult to show the usual videos without elec­
tricity, so a generator was put in place outside the 
library window. Our guests had a difficult time 
using the restrooms, but a few flashlights solved 
that problem. 

Our maintenance staff brought generators to 
the kitchen. The cooks already had served break­
fast, but they were preparing the noon meal when 

Then there was the first day of school about 
10 years ago when we had no water. Think about 
that. What do you do when 300 or so students get 
up in the morning and need to use the toilets? We 
ran fire hoses from our indoor pool to each of the 
dorms. After a good flushing, we would step out­
side, let the next group go in, and then flush the 
toilets all over again. We repeated the process sev­
eral times. Fortunately, shortly after school began 
.the water was restored. 
W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www.oneida 
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org 
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After 15 years in Florida, Bon­
nie and Joel Young moved to North 
Carolina. "We loved the mountains, 
and it was a dream of mine to live 
in the mountains," Bonnie said. "I 
never thought it would happen by 
attending college." Joel soon begins 
his second year at Clear Creek, and 
Bonnie is director of the campus 
medical center. 

Homes for Children. 
Young praises the volunteer 

medical team. "Dr. Massey, Dr. 
Mays and Dr. Snowden are all re­
tired and have many years of expe­
rience. I have learned so much from 

. them. They also have great stories 
of mission involvement. Dr. Mays 
first came to Clear Creek as a boy 
for summer camp. Our newest vol­

unteer is Dr. Joanne After college she 
practiced medical-surgi­
cal and geriatric nursing. 
In Florida, Bonnie 
worked in hospice and 
home health care. 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

Corum, with a specialty 
in women's health," 
Young said. "Our stu­
dents face special chal­
lenges of stress. The clin­
ic medical team observes 
so many ways that God 
encourages them, and we 
see growth in their lives." 

"The setting of death 
and dying was quite dif­
ferent, but a place of great 
need," Young said. "The 
campus clinic focuses on 
preventive care, non­
acute and non-chronic ill­
nesses. The dental clinic 
does cleanings, fillings, Bill Whittaker 

Clear Creek also en­
couraged Young to de­
velop her interest in writ­
ing. "My husband spoke 
to the English professor 
and got us together. I've extractions and bridge­

work. We also work to increase 
awareness of preventive health is­
sues. I am impressed and pleased 
with the level of care the campus 
family receives from volunteer phy­
sicians and dentists." The medical 
center includes a reception room, 
two dental rooms, two physician 
examination rooms and a steriliza­
tion lab. Three rooms with a sepa­
rate entrance contain the Corner­
stone Counseling Center, a joint 
venture with Kentucy Baptist 

maintained a personal journal for 
many years, and during the past two 
years experienced God's leading 
me to write," Young noted. "Writ­
ing is a way to use our talents to 
glorify God and encourage others." 
Her interest helped start the Clear 
Creek Writers' Guild with seven 
participants. Most of them have 
published articles in area news­
papers. 
Bill Whittaker is president of Clear Creek 
Baptist Bible College, Pineville, KY 40977 



BOOKSNIDEO 
Who Is My Enemy? Welcoming 
People the Church Rejects. Rich 
Nathan. Zondervan, 2002. 288 pages. 
$16.99. ♦♦♦♦ (Out of five) 

If Rich Nathan is typical of the 
pastoral leadership among the Vine­
yard Churches, then it is no wonder 
that movement is growing rapidly. 

While affirming that "people need 
and deserve straight talk from Chris­
tians," he seems genuinely disturbed 
at the obsession, particularly among 
evangelical Christians, to draw hard 

illii 

live toward them with the honesty and 
compassion of Christ. Jim Holladay 

Timeless Virtues: Lessons in Charac­
ter for Women. Dellanna O'Brien. New 
Hope Publishers, 2002. 237 pages. 
$9.99. ♦♦♦♦ 

"Timeless Virtues: Lessons in 
Character for Women" reads like a 
manifesto for Woman's Missionary 
Union. This makes sense, consider­
ing it was written by WMU's former 
executive director, and is a good 

lines and make quick judg­
ments about who is "in" and 
who isn't. 

Rather than seeing life in 
either/or categories, Nathan 
advocates seeing people in 
process. Rather than trying 
to determine who is friend 
and who is enemy, he con­
tends we should meet peo­
ple where they are, appre­
ciate what we can but share 
with them the good news as 
good news in their situation. 

TIMELESS 
\lIRT.!1li~ 

thing, since many young­
er women might not have 
an idea what WMU really 
does or what its members 
stand for. 

Na than takes on five hot topics 
among evangelicals: postmodernism, 
feminism, homosexuality, new agers 
and liberalism. He asks: Are the ad­
vocates and practitioners of each of 
these really the enemies of the cause 
of Christ? Though obviously on the 
conservative side of the Christian con­
tinuum, Nathan nevertheless argues 
that going on the attack and confront­
ing these folks is counterproductive. 
In fact, he writes that helping people 
deal with their sin is like doing eye 
surgery, delicate work on an extreme-
1 y sensitive part of the body. 

Na than' s treatment of each of the 
five topics is fair, honest, sometimes 
surprising but never harsh. Often he 
points out that those who are not 
Christians are not the greatest enemy 
of the cause of Christ. That distinc­
tion is reserved for Christians who do 
not live out of the Spirit of Christ. The 
biggest challenge for the church is not 
to crush its perceived enemies but to 

In this book, Dellanna 
O'Brien makes a passion­
ate call for women to take 
more of a role in the world 

~, around them and look at 
what they can do using 
their unique gifts in areas 
like racial reconciliation, 

unwanted pregnancies, social justice 
and loving the unlovable. 

O'Brien has done her homework, 
and the book abounds with impres­
sive statistical evidence to back up 
her claims of a world in desperate 
need of Christian women to influ­
ence it. 

It also is refreshing to read a book 
that suggests women might be able to 
do more to help the church than be a 
good wife and serve tea and cookies. 

In O'Brien's world, women have 
the strength and opportunity, no mat­
ter how old they are, to turn the world 
upside down for Christ and make a 
permanent difference in the commu­
nities around them. 

In recent years, WMU has gotten 
the reputation of being an organiza­
tion for older women and of being less 
relevant than it once was. Women of 
any age who read 'Timeless Virtues" 
will find much to learn and might re­
alize that WMU and its members have 
much to offer. Victoria Moon 

Teaching That Bears Fruit. George 
Yates. Guardian Books, 2001. 158 
pages. $11.95, self-published (avail­
able through amazon.com). ♦♦♦ 

Several times, George Yates reit­
erates, "We do not teach the Bible, we 
teach people." Though the validity of 
that statement might depend on how 
one chooses to deal with its seman­
tics, he wants us to understand that 
Christian education is not about 
dumping a truckload of Bible facts, 
doctrines and other things on students. 

Education is not about 
imparting knowledge and 
learning facts. It is about 
transforming lives. The 
proof of successful teaching 
is not the number of verses 
memorized or the number 
of Bible stories one can re­
call. Success is measured by 
the changes taking place in 
the lives of students. 

In this brief overview of 
the purpose and methods of teaching, 
Yates offers a brutally honest assess­
ment of the state of Christian educa­
tion in most of our churches. Not only 
does the lecture method of teaching 
take it on the chin, but he is none too 
fond of Bible crossword puzzles, word 
scrambles and fill-in the blank manu­
als. All of them, he believes, waste 
time, contribute nothing to the real 
task of teaching and often send an un­
intended message to the learner. 

Yates advocates a method of teach­
ing that takes the learner seriously, 
recognizing that in any given group, 
the teacher likely encounters several 
learning styles. He identifies four ma­
jor styles and give examples of bow 
to teach to them. Throughout, he ar­
gues that teaching that does not en­
gage the whole person and challenge 
a person's deeper, critical thinking 
skills falls short of the goal. Change 
only occurs when we are challenged. 

"Teaching that Bears Fruit" would 
be an excellent primer for training 
Sunday school teachers. Jim Holladay 

The Last Things: Biblical and Theo­
logical Perspectives on Eschatology. 
Editors Carl Braaten and Robert 
Jensen. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co., 2002. 169 pages. $16. ♦♦♦♦ 

One view of Christian eschatolo­
gy (the doctrine of the "last things") 
is seen in the popular "Left Behind" 
book series by Tim LaHaye and Jerry 
Jenkins. I tell people who ask me 
about the series, "It may be good fic­
tion, but it is poor biblical theology." 

In this book, Carl Braaten and 
Robert Jensen have collect­
ed some fine articles on var­
ious aspects of eschatology 
that go behind an accepted 
popularization of the last 
things. 

The primary reason for 
the popularity of the "Left 
Behind" series is that it suc­
cessfully sets its particular 
eschatological perspective 
in a setting to which con­

temporary people can relate. 
"The Last Things" contributors, 

likewise, have a mind to show the sig­
nificance of eschatology for the faith 
and theology of the contemporary 
church. The essays in the book show 
that eschatology has been a source of 
major differences in the Christian 
community as radically different 
views of eschatology have led to di­
visions within Christian groups all 
along the theological spectrum. 

Each of the contributors works to 
convince the reader that even though 
eschatology has been a source of di­
vision, the contemporary church can­
not afford to ignore the hope that the 
biblical vision of the future brings. 

The contributors include Braaten, 
Jensen, Paul Hanson and Wolfhart 
Pannenberg. This is an ecumenical 
approach which largely succeeds at its 
purpose of bringing eschatology back 
into the mainstream of the contempo­
rary church by considering more than 
order of events, possible dates and 
who is the anti-Christ. Wayne Hager 

Christian yoga video creator: Don't get bent out of shape by topic 
MOBILE, Ala. (RNS)-A few 

years ago, Susan Bordenkircher 
wasn't comfortable doing yoga. 

It wasn't that she got bent out of 
shape by any of the asanas--down­
ward facing dog, half lotus forward 
fold or the scorpion, to name but three 
yoga positions. 

She just wasn't sure if it was an 
appropriate activity for a Christian. 

Long associated with mysticism 
and Eastern religions in particular, 
yoga is denounced by some who claim 
it promotes pantheism and worship of 
self. 

So when leaders at the Moorer 
YMCA in Mobile asked Bordenkirch­
er if she'd be willing to teach yoga, 
the United Methodist mom reluctant­
ly agreed to attend a seminar. 

The practice, she said, changed her 
body and soul. 

Often inclined to move at a rapid 
pace, Bordenkircher said yoga has 
helped her to breathe more slowly and 
deeply. That, in turn, has enhanced her 
prayer life; yoga can help believers be 
still and to listen for God, she said. 

"I think that my spirituality person­
ally has increased," she said. 

She hopes to share some of yoga's 
more ethereal benefits through two 

YOGA VIDEO Susan Bordenkircher is a yoga instructor w.~o has created a video in which 
practitioners meditate to Christian themes while stretching. (RNS photo by Bill Starling) 

new videos, both titled, "Outstretched 
in Worship: A Christian Approach to 
Yoga." 

The videos show Bordenkircher 
teaching classes-one for beginners, 
one for more advanced students­
through the traditional stretches that 
constitute hatha yoga. 

As her students hold various pos­
tures, she leads them in asking God to 
"help us keep our lives centered 
through prayer." 

Bordenkircher seeks to link the 
physical with the spiritual when she 
can; as students stretch to release ten­
sion in their muscles, Bordenkircher 
encourages them to "come to God 
with no baggage." Mental clutter, she 
said, "keeps us separated from God, 
so let's just let it go." 

Where other exercise instructors 
might encourage students to "feel the 
burn," Bordenkircher urges her pupils 
to "find joy in the difficult" and to 

"feel so thankful." As they inhale, 
they're encouraged to think about 
"breathing in the Holy Spirit," and to 
"let Him fill you head to toe." 

In recent years, yoga's popularity 
has boomed as many have searched 
for a few minutes of stillness and for 
low-impact exercise that fosters flex­
ibility and strength. 

With the ancient exercises ' con­
temporary resurgence, Bordenkircher 
urges those interested in practicing 
)'.Oga to choose their instructors care­
fully. 

"It can be very destructive. I've 
really literally sat there and just prayed 
for discernment" at some seminars, 
she said, noting that she feels uncom­
fortable with those who suggest that 
humans possess divine power. 

Cecil Taylor, dean of the School 
of Religion at the University of Mo­
bile, said he would advise those inter­
ested in taking a Christian approach 
to yoga to "make sure it's thoroughly 
imbued with the spirit of Christ." 

"You'd be able to judge a lot by 
checking your spirit," Taylor said. 
"Sometimes people just instinctively 
know, 'This is just not what I ought to 
be doing.' They don't know why. It 
may be theological perceptivity." 

By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C.; 
Jim Holladay, pastor of 
Lyndon Baptist Church 
in Louisville; and Victoria 
Moon, librarian tor Deer 
Park Baptist Church in 
Louisville. They welcome 
feedback or suggestions 
for book reviews. 
Contact them via e-mail 
at: jwhager@surry.net, 
docholladay01@aol.com 
or victoria.moon 
@earthlink.net 

For more 
information 

"Outstretched in 
Worship" costs $12 plus 
tax. For information, 
contact Susan 
Bordenkircher at 
gsbordenkircher@msn.com 
or call (251) 621-6733. 

All proceeds will 
support ministries at 
Jubilee Shores United 
Methodist Church and 
fund future Christian 
yoga videos. 
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PEOPLE 
HOW TO 

BECOME A 
CHRISTIAN 

Mountains to the Mississippi 
Gray as pastor. 
■ CENTRAL CITY-Nelson 
Creek Church called Donnie Wil­
kins as pastor. 

By Mike Carter 

The summer vacation 
season is nearing an 
end, and schools are 
preparing for the fall 

semester. It is a time to 
renew friendships and 

make new 
acquaintances. 

Christians also will have 
numerous opportunities 
to meet individuals with 

whom we may share 
Christ. Regardless of 

where we serve, 
opportunities abound to 

share the gospel of 
Jesus Christ in word and 

deed. 

While living an 
exemplary life and letting 
our light shine (Matthew 
5:16) is an essential part 

of the Christian faith, 
there also are times 

when we are called to be 
bold and prepared to 

share the plan of 
salvation with a person 

who has never 
experienced new birth in 

Christ. 

I pray that the following 
simple plan of salvation 
will be of benefit to you 

in the days ahead as you 
share it with another 

person, or as you 
consider your own 

relationship with Jesus 
Christ: 

I Admit to God that you 
are a sinner (Romans 

3:23, 6:23). 

I Repent and turn away 
from.your sin (Acts 

3:19). 

I Believe that Jesus is 
God's Son and that God 

sent Jesus to save 
people from their sins 

(John 3:16, Romans 
5:18). 

I Commit your life to 
Jesus. Trust Him to be 

your Savior and Lord 
(Romans 10:9-10). 

I Once you have 
accepted Jesus Christ, 
be baptized into a local 

congregation (Mark 1 :8). 

I "Let your light shine" 
so that others might 

come to know the saving 
power of Jesus Christ in 

their lives. 
Mike Carter is president of 
Campbellsville University 

Compiled by staff 

■ ALLEN-Pleasant Home Church 
called Randy Polk as associate pas­
tor June 30. 
■ BURLINGTON-First Church 
honored Terry Wilder July 28 for 
10 years as pastor. 

FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, Fla. 
Two-bedroom, 2-bath condo for va­
cation rental. Large pool, tennis 
courts, canoe, kayak, screened porch, 
lovely beach. www.sanibelcondo.net. 
Call Pat, (502) 895-8752. 

FOR SALE: 1994 Pontiac Bon­
neville (4-door). Not quite the car the 
little old lady drove only to church, 
but excellent condition, one-owner, 
never been wrecked or flooded. 100k 
miles. $3,950. Louisville area; (502) 
228-1274. 

FOR SALE: Church pews. 
Curved oak with padded burgandy 
seat and back. Possibly 16 or more 
eight to 14-foot lengths. Clay City 
Baptist Church, PO Box 544, Clay 
City, KY 40312, or call (606) 663-
2091 or 663-2793. 

FOR SALE: Buses and easy­
access shuttle vans with center aisles. 
No CDL required. Call American Bus 
& Accessories, Inc., (800) 582-7118. 

HEAL TH: Affordable healthcare. 
Pre-existing conditions accepted. 
Only $54.95/month, entire family. 
Doctors, hospitals, prescriptions, vi­
sion, dental and more. The non-insur­
ance solution. Call toll-free: (877) 
889-8844. www.healthcaredeal.net. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth min­
ister/children's director. Send resume 
to: Search Committee, Kelly Baptist 
Church, 7775 Madisonville Road, 
Hopkinsville, KY 42240. Phone: 
(270) 886-7399. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church, 
Middlesboro, Ky., is receiving re­
sumes for the position of full-time 
minister of music and outreach. A 
master's degree from an accredited 
graduate school or seminary is pre­
ferred. Salary will be based on educa­
tion and experience. First Baptist 
Church is affiliated with CBF, SBC 
and ABC. Submit resumes to: Dr. 
Chuck Summers, First Baptist 
Church, PO Box 839, Middlesboro, 
KY 40965. 

SEEKING: Full-time associate 
pastor with emphasis in the areas of 
youth and children for First Baptist 
Church, Middlesboro, Ky. Candidate 
should have at least a bachelor's de­
gree. Salary will be based on educa­
tion and experience. First Baptist 
Church is affiliated with CBF, SBC 
and ABC. Submit resumes to: Dr. 
Chuck Summers, First Baptist 
Church, PO Box 839, Middlesboro, 
KY 40965. 

SEEKING: Qualified interim 
minister of youth and college students 
for First Baptist Church, Williams­
burg, Ky. The candidate should be 
skilled in the calling of student minis­
try. Interim will work closely with the 
pastor and should be able to dedicate 
himself/herself to relationship minis­
try. Please send resume to: Personnal 
Committee, FBC, 230 South 5th St., 
Williamsburg, KY 40769, or call the 
church office: (606) 549-0280. 
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■ CADIZ-Phillip Salm,m re­
signed as pastor of Cadiz Church 
effective July 28 to become pastor 
of Cullendale First Church in Cam­
den, Ark. 

Second Church called Jerry 

■ CLINTON-Green Valley Mis­
sionary Church ordained Derrick 
Fitts to the gospel ministry. 
■ CUMBERLAND-Dione 
Church honored Luke Day for 10 
years as pastor. 
■ GREENVILLE-Carter Creek 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
SEEKING: Calvary Baptist 

Church, Lexington, Ky., is seeking a 
minister to college students and young 
single adults. Applicants with semi­
nary training and ministry experience 
with students and young adults are 
desired for this full-time position. Cal­
vary is a growing faith community 
located in downtown Lexington, two 
blocks from the University of Ken­
tucky. Our search committee hopes to 
begin reviewing resumes Sept. 3, 
2002. Resumes may be sent to: Asso­
ciate Pastor Hank Ellington, Calvary 
Baptist Church, 150 E High Street, 
Lexington, KY 40507. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister to 
students (first grade through college) 
If interested, please send resume to: 
Cecilia Baptist Church, 416 East Main 
St., Cecilia, KY 42724. For a job de­
scription, please call (270) 862-4228. 

SEEKING: Signal Mountain Bap­
tist Church (SBC, CBF) is seeking a 
minister of youth to provide creative 
leadership to a comprehensive youth 
ministry. Send resume to: Chair, 
Search Committee, Signal Mountain 
Baptist Church, 939 Ridgeway Ave., 
Signal Mountain, TN 37377. 

SEEKING: Full-time youth and 
music director. Responsibilities will 
be primarily with youth; music re­
sponsibilities will include Sunday 
morning and evening worship, 
Wednesday evening hymn service 
and one cantata a year. Pay and bene­
fits commensurate with position. Send 
resume to: Personnel Committee, First 
Baptist Church, 302 North Magnolia 
St., Tompkinsville, KY 42167. 

SEEKING: We are prayerfully 
seeking a full-time minister of youth. 
This would include grades 7-12. 
Please submit resume to: Lancaster 
Baptist Church, 201 Richmond St., 
Lancaster, KY 40444. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church, 
Williamsburg, Ky., seeks a qualified 
interim minister of music. The candi­
date should be skilled and experienced 
in the calling of worship planning, 
choir direction and congregational 
leading. Using a chorally based wor­
ship service, our intention is to offer 
excellent and creative worship oppor­
tunities for our congregation and com­
munity, ultimately glorifying and 
praising God. Please send resume to: 
Personnal Committee, FBC, 230 
South 5th St., Williamsburg, KY 
40769, or call the church office: (606) 
549-0280. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
High Street Baptist Church. Send re­
sume to: Search Committee, High 
Street Baptist Church, 102 Bourne 
Ave., Somerset, KY 42501. 

SEEKING: Teachers for Blue­
grass Baptist School in Lexington: 
Middle school (7th and 8th) English 
and math teacher; high school English 
teacher; keyboarding and computer 
literacy teacher. Call: (859) 272-1217. 

SEEKING: Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Church, Campbellsville, Ky., is seek­
ing a part-time minister of music. We 
are seeking the person God wants to 
lead our church in church music for 
all age groups. The candidate will be 
responsible for the overall music min­
istry of the church, along with the de­
velopment and promotion of music 
ministries. The candidate must be able 
to plan and lead multiple worship ser­
vices incorporating traditional and 
contemporary music selections. Sub­
mit resumes to: Minister of Music 
Search Committee, Pleasant Hill Bap­
tist Church, 6380 Old Lebanon Road, 
Campbellsville, KY 42718. 

SEEKING: Bivocational pastor 
for small church in rural area. Send 
resume and references to: Pulpit Com­
mittee, Welfare Baptist Church, 476 
W Cumberland Ave., Jamestown, KY 
42629. 

SEEKING: The Youth Ministry 
Search Committee of First Baptist 
Church in Bowling Green, Ky., is 
broadening its search for a youth min­
ister (grade 7-university) to include 
individuals with a minimum of an 
undergraduate degree and 3-5 years 
experience in youth church work. 
Please submit a resume to: First Bap­
tist Church, 621 E 12th Ave., Bowl­
ing Green, KY 42101, Attn: Steve 
Snodgrass. 

SEEKING: Perryville Baptist 
Church is eagerly seeking God's man 
for the position of full-time pastor. 
Membership 540. Church has begun 
a building program. Send resume to: 
Pastor Search Committee, PO Box 26, 
Perryville, KY 40468, or fax to (859) 
332-8729. Church phone: (859) 332-
8721. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church, 
Hopkinsville, Ky., is accepting re­
sumes for the full-time position of 
minister of education. Experience and 
a seminary degree are preferred. Send 
resumes to: FBC, 1400 South Main 
St., Hopkinsville, KY 42240, or fax 
to (270) 889-0324, or e-mail: bferrell 
@fbchopkinsville.net. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
preschool/child development center 
director for Fern Creek Baptist 
Church. Bachelor's degree required. 
Send resume to: FCBC, PO Box 
91146, Louisville, KY 40291, Attn: 
Search Committee. 

SEEKING: Mature Christian for 
full-time administrative assistant 
position at fast-growing, suburban 
church. Candidate must be proficient 
with office equipment and Microsoft 
Office suite, and be able to manage 
multiple projects while meeting dead­
lines. Hours for position are 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m., Monday-Friday. Send resume 
with salary requirements to: Person­
nel Committee, West Broadway Bap­
tist Church, 8420 Six Mile Lane, Lou­
isville, KY 40299, or fax to (502) 499-
9882. 

Church called Kevin Burden of 
Hopkinsville as pastor. 

Roland Memorial Church called 
L.C. Gray as interim pastor. 
■ LANGLEY-Maytown Church 
recently celebrated its 30th anniver­
sary. 
■ SEBREE-First Church ordained 
Mann Davenport and Jeff New­
man as deacons July 28. Bob Har­
dison as pastor. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
music and youth for Calvary Baptist 
Church in Greenwood, Ind. We are a 
growing church in one of the fastest 
growing suburban areas of Indianap­
olis. Send resume by Oct. 1, 2002, to: 
Pastor, Calvary Baptist Church, 200 
Sunset Blvd., Greenwood, IN 46142. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
music. Please send resume to: Person­
nel Committee, Salvisa Baptist 
Church, PO Box 75, Salvisa, KY 
40372. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor (SBC 
affiliation). Please send resumes and/ 
or recommendations to: Pastor Search 
Committee, Calvary Baptist Church, 
96 Calvary Church Road, Corbin, KY 
40701. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
Meta Baptist Church in Pikeville, Ky. 
Please send resume to 8807 Meta 
Highway, Pikeville, KY 41501, Attn: 
Pastor Search Committee. 

SEEKING: Lewis Lane Baptist 
Church, Owensboro, Ky., is accepting 
resumes for the position of full-time 
minister of music with the additional 
ministry area of adult education. 
Lewis Lane is an evangelical church 
moving toward a blended style of 
worship (gospel, hymns, praise/wor­
ship, contemporary). Experience and 
a master's degree from an accredited 
graduate school or seminary are pre­
ferred. Please send resumes to: Sue 
Trautwein, chair, Minister of Music 
Search Committee, 2600 Lewis Lane, 
Owensboro, KY 42301. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
Northside Baptist Church in Science 
Hill, Ky. The church averages 85 in 
Sunday school and 120 in worship. If 
interested, send resume to PO Box 
129, Science Hill, KY 42553. 

SEEKING: Ormsby Heights Bap­
tist Church, Louisville, Ky., is receiv­
ing resumes for the position of minis­
ter of music. This position is full time 
with the possible addition of a second 
ministry area (education, missions, 
administration, etc.) to be determined 
by the candidate's interests, experi­
ence and skills. Ormsby Heights is a 
conservative church with a blended 
style of worship (gospel, hymns, 
praise/worship, contemporary) and a 
very strong interest in developing con­
temporary worship opportunities tar­
geting young adults. Please send re­
sumes to: Ormsby Heights Baptist 
Church, 2120 Lower Hunters Trace, 
Louisville, KY 40216. 

SERVICES: America's fastest 
growing Christian long distance com­
pany. No monthly service charge; 4.9 
cents per minute; 6-second billing. 
Toll-free: (866) 587-8346. www. 
covenantphoneservice.com. Agent 
opportunity available. 

WANTED: Used portable baptist­
ry to purchase for new church start. 
Contact Larry Frisby, Freedom 
Church, (270) 789-2000. 
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Over 5 billion served 

JESUS FILM Villagers in Honduras are among the 5 billion people worldwide who have watched the "Jesus" film. The film is used 
extensively by Southern Baptist missionaries worldwide. (/MB photo by Roy Burroughs) 

Milestone shows impact of worldwide ministry tool 
SAN CLEMENTE, Calif. (BP)­

Long the most translated film in his­
tory, the "Jesus" film has passed a new 
milestone with viewership exceeding 
5 billion people. 

Translated and distributed interna­
tionally by the Jesus Film Project, a 
ministry of Campus Crusade for 
Christ International, it has been 
viewed in every country of the world. 
As of July 1, the viewing audience 
numbered 5,164,836,643. 

The job, however, is not yet done, 
said Paul Eshleman, director of the 
Jesus Film Project. 

"We fully realize," he said, "that 
while some may have viewed the 
'Jesus' film more than once, others 
still have not had the opportunity. Or, 
they have not yet seen it in a language 
version that communicates clearly to 
them. Because of this, we are continu­
ing to work with many denominations 
and mission agencies to make sure the 
film is shown in every geographic 
area. We also will continue to trans­
late the film, so that people can en­
counter the life and message of Jesus 
Christ in the language they know and 
relate to best." 

Since its release in late 1979, the 
"Jesus" film has been translated into 
743 languages and shown in 236 
countries, territories and protectorates. 
In addition, an audio version of the 
film, "The Story of Jesus," is avail­
able in 226 of the 743 languages and 
15 others. Through the years, 1,529 
mission agencies and denominations 
have used the film, along with the cur­
rent 2,756 "Jesus" film teams. 

Southern Baptists continue to be 
the largest global distributors of the 
film through International Mission 
Board teams. In fact, their distribution 
efforts are so widespread that the mis­
sion agency can't keep track of the 
number of showings or the creative 

SETTING THE STAGE Sam and Rosalie 
Jones, aided by volunteer Jeff Williams, 
right, set up a screen for a "Jesus" film 
showing in a village in Honduras. The film 
has become an integral part of the Jonses' 
ministry. • 

ways it is used, according to Mark 
Snowden, 1MB overseas communica­
tions director. 

"In many places we widely distrib­
ute the movie in the marketplace, tour­
ist destinations or to seamen in strate­
gic ports," Snowden said. "In other 
places, a multiple-language DVD is 
quietly handed to a seeker who en­
counters a believer. We also have dis­
tributed the 'Jesus' film in a special 
audio format on radio and cassette." 

The International Mission Board 
has partnered with the Jesus Film 
Project to train six missionaries to dub 
new translations of the film. 1MB 
strategists also have been working 
with project leaders to develop follow­
up training, based on chronological 
Bible storying, to use among new be­
lievers who are non-literate. 

The "Luke Partnership," a joint 
effort of the Jesus Film Project, Wyc­
liffe Bible Translators and the 1MB, 
seeks to use the Gospel of Luke in a 

• non-written form to spur church plant­
ing among oral peoples who have yet 
to hear the gospel in their own Ian-

guages. 
The Jesus Film Project was spurred 

by Campus Crusade founder Bill 
Bright's vision for an appealing, bib­
lically accurate film about the life of 
Christ. In the mid-1970s a team of 500 
scholars and leaders from a variety of 
Christian and secular organizations 
began a five-year effort focusing on 
how best to portray Jesus on the mo­
tion picture screen. 

The team agreed that the film must 
meet five key criteria: 

I The film must be as archaeolog­
ically, historically and theologically 
accurate as humanly possible. 

I The presentation must be unbi­
ased, acceptable to all as a true depic­
tion of Christ's life. 

I The film story must appeal to all 
ages. 

I The script must be easily trans­
latable into virtually any language on 
earth. 

I The film must be of theater-view­
ing quality and effective with both 
urban and rural audiences worldwide. 

The film was produced at a cost of 
$6 million, primarily funded by a busi­
nessman and longtime friend of Cam­
pus Crusade for Christ International. 

John Heyman, a film producer and 
financier with more than 30 films to 
his credit, provided the driving force 
behind the production of the film, 
which premiered in. U.S. theaters in 
late 1979. British Shakespearean ac­
tor Brian Deacon was selected to por­
tray Jesus after a six-month search 
encompassing more than 260 screen 
tests. 

"Every two seconds- sometimes 
in the midst of global chaos and con­
flict-someone indicates a decision to 
receive Christ as personal Savior as a 
result of seeing the 'Jesus' film," ac­
cording to the project's Web site, 
www .jesusfilm.org. 

Israeli, Palestinian areas see 
undercurrents of Christianity 

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)-lt might not be a church-planting 
movement yet, but hundreds of Muslims across Israel and 
the Palestinian areas have come to Christ in the past year or 
so, according to Christians in that area. 

The decisions have resulted in small groups of believers 
scattered in villages and cities across this troubled region, 
leaping tense borders as ex-Muslims share their newfound 
faith with others in their extended families of parents, uncles, 
aunts-and sometimes, multiple wives. 

"I've been working among these people for 30 years, and 
I promise you I've never seen anything like this," marvels 
one Southern Baptist worker who is not identified for 
security reasons. 

They gather behind closed doors to study the Bible. 
despite the fact that professing belief in the Scriptures in 
Muslim areas can result in violent attacks or worse. 

This is not the kind of movement Southern Baptists are 
likely to see covered on the 6 o'clock news. But Christian 
workers here are praying·and carefully trying to fan the 
fragile flames of faith that seem near igniting into a mass 
movement. 

As with most faith-related stories from the Middle East, 
neither the Christian workers involved nor the new believers 
want names or places publicized for fear of reprisals. Their 
fears arnwell-founded. ,; 

Radical Muslims have firebombed .Mll$~S and cars of 
some Christi.cm leaders, run down tlie'lf..bhildten, destroyed 
their crops, dumped raw sewage on.o~ and committed 
other acts of'violence. ' '}. • 

But these modern evangelists seel)lnomore deterred by 
threats or suffering than did Christ's disciples in the first 
century here. ,1 , 

"Despite these problems, the Lord sa!~, ·~eep going,"' 
said one new believer. ''We may go to. bed without supper 
for a week or a month, but (God) gave His own Son. 

"In this Beloved Book," he continued, picking up an 
Arabic Bible, tiit says the cro~~ costs:" ,.;;'; 

Distributlon of the Bib.le and ggspellracts by Christian 
workers across this region for decades is"among the factors 
leaders cite for the new movement. 

One worker said Muslim responsiveness to the gospel 
increased noticeably after the Gulf War ended in 1991 and 
Christians worldwide began praying forthe 10/40 Window, 
which includes most of the Muslim world. 

Another factor has been the years of violence between 
Israel and the Palestinians, in which hundreds have died in 
the recent months of fighting. The almost daUy violence has 
left many people seeking new answers, 

Among. others who have responded to the gospel, most 
noticeable are the Messianic Jews-Israelis of Jewish 
background who now believe Jesus is the Messiah. 

Christian workers in Israel plead for Southern Baptists 
and other Christians to pray for believers in the Middle East, 
whatever therr background. True peace, they say, wrll come 
to the region only when people follow the Prince of Peace. 

FAITH AFOllT Though unseen on the'stre0ts traversed by Palestinians 
eac/1 day, ~n undercurrent of faith in ~es1,fs.£fh[t's( ha$ been reported 
among thepeople. {1MB photo by Roy BurrotJghs) 

:,-::;:?, ,:"::i 

WESTERN RECORDER ■ AUGUST 6, 2002 15 



I • 

I , 

I 

E & ·o7:,."' .,b W veyty wee.t'.:;;f .~e e 
~sword/o te~~r 

win n ifr~*-,
4
~rjbo n i st ~lb u'b 

funny bone~0~o/\,lg tai that 
or "Church of tlt~1t,Lov, 

~--,:::~*''¾:· 

. reasons to subsc"' 

16 WESTERN RECORDER ■ AUGUST 6, 2002 

:f 

1NG/M 
~ 

>.AfEp 
~oMn 
'lt>E.o 
b. 

;'{ \~""o 
'',, t;lO ,-,c\.00- ', 

-iY.~ vo?-~ 'v,l--<ti-
---<~¥-'~ 

,._, 

~ 

D 

~ 

-~y-
✓-

''" l SAJJ:> :r 
HAt> ''FOUR 

WEl>t,INGS AND 
A FllNEf¼_ "! ~}J; 

,. 1 _1_,J, ., , .. ,~1...... l 

WE z:R~~TI~ A: iitiiRDEii 
~ 


