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FACE PAINTING Members of Southside Baptist Church in Princeton took a mission trip this summer to Spruce Pine, N.C., conducting 
backyard Bible clubs and other work in the community. Here, Dewight Meeks has his face painted by a participant in a backyard Bible 
clul) while Josh Martin holds the palette. A representative of the Southern Baptist North American Mission Board recently said churches 
have no problem finding mission trips. "The challenge is finding the project that is right tor your mission team." (Photo by Pam Bates) 

Specialist.· Good ones take prayer and planning 
By Lee Weeks 
SBC North An:,erican Mission Board 

ATLANTA (BP)-The church 
\ran is packed, checklist completed, 
medical release forms collected and 
itinerary finalized. 

Everything appears to be in place 
for your church's mission project. 

Then the familiar saying, "the devil 
is in the details," comes to mind and 
doubt leads to anxiety about the un­
foreseen challenges ahead. 

A mission project's outcome is 
uncertain at the start, but unexpected 
distractions often can be avoided 
through strategic and prayerful plan­
ning, according to the Southern Bap­
tist North American Mission Board's 
head of volunteer mobilization. 

"The challenge is not finding a 
mission project," Jim Burton said. 
"The challenge is finding the project 
that is right for your mission team. 
Find a project that matches the skill 
level of your people." 

Speaking during a recent confer­
ence, Burton said mission volunteers 
"will do just about anything once." 

But for mission project participants 
to have life-changing experience, the 
tasks should be well-defined with con­
crete objectives clearly communicat­
ed at all stages of planning. 

Mission projects have the greatest. 
impact on volunteers when the expe­
rience becomes a mission education 
event and not just a mission trip, Bur­
ton said. To achieve that objective, he 
suggested the following steps: 

I Hold a church-wide commission-

BIBLE STORY Princeton's Southside 
Baptist Church members (from left) Clay 
Farless, Micah Oliver, Roty Massey and 
Daniel Cook participate in a Bible story 
drama during their mission trip to Spruce 
Pine, N.C. (Photo by Betty Patterson) 

ing service for the volunteers a week 
or two before the project so the entire 
church can join in prayer and celebrate 
the importance of being involved in 
missions. 

I Conduct a pre-project "practi­
cum," including evangelism training 
for volunteers, and equip them for 
their specific responsibilities in the 
mission project. 

I Encourage participants to record 
their experiences in a daily journal 
during the mission project. 

I Hold a daily debriefing during the 
mission project so participants can 
share with each other how God is 
working in their lives. 

I Hold a celebration service for 
participants to report back to the 
church about how God used them in 
the mission project. 

"Volunteers need to see your vi­
sion and understand how they fit in 
your vision," Burton told prospective 
mission project leaders. 

Whether the mission project in­
volves construction, backyard Bible 
clubs or door-to-door evangelism, 
Burton said the project's logistics, in­
cluding sleeping and eating arrange­
ments, will most likely determine 
whether volunteers participate in fu­
ture mission projects. 

"The size of the group may not be 
determined as much by the vision as 
by the logistics," he said. "No matter 
what your vision is, at some point 
you've got to be practical." 

Burton recommended that mission 
project leaders conduct a pre-project 
visit to the designated location no less 
than two months before the event and 
participate in a worship service on site. 

When volunteers participate in a 
mission project outside their normal 
environment, he said, they often "ex­
perience God at levels never achieved 
before because of focus." 

Other steps to help volunteers have 
a positive experience include estab­
lishing a code of conduct and creat­
ing a covenant that clearly identifies 
expectations of participants. 

"This simply facilitates communi­
cation," Burton said. "Poor commu­
nication can leave some deep hurts. 
Not only do we want to make good 
use of a volunteer's time, but we want 
repeat offenders-people who repeat­
edly offend Satan through their obe­
dience to Christ." 

But the best planning cannot re­
place prayer when preparing for a 
project, Burton said. 'The whole pro­
cess has to be saturated in prayer be­
cause God is at work." 

Communication 
specialist offers 
ideas to market 
church services 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

ERLANGER-The idea 
of marketing one' s church 
shouldn't seem crass or overly 
commercial, according to a 
Kentucky Baptist communica­
tions specialist. 

Marketing doesn't have to 
involve outrageous advertise­
ments or stretched truths, said 
Brenda Smith, a writer and 
Web specialist with the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention's 
communications/media de­
partment. 

Instead, marketing is as 
simple as matching a service or 
product to someone who has a 
need. 

That includes taking Jesus 
to people who don't know 
Him, Smith told a recent Super 
Saturday workshop audience. 

Spelling out marketing's 
biblical basis, she pointed to 
passages like John 4:4-42, in 
which Jesus talked to the Sa­
maritan woman at the well. 

''This woman had a need," 
Smith said. "She had lived with 
five men, trying to fill up her 
heart." 

Church marketing also can 
be interpreted as church commu­
nications, she added. "You are 
communicating with the com­
munity around you, listening to 
them tell you their needs." 

But before starting a mar­
keting campaign, congrega­
tions should realize that pro­
motion, advertising and image 
building can't make up for a 
poor product. 

Smith said shortcomings, 
such as a dirty nursery or a lack 
of adequate signs, make a bad 
impression. And most visitors 
decide in the first 15 minutes 

• whether they will ever return, 
she said. 

"Put your primary focus on 
excellence in worship, educa­
tion, ministry and making peo­
ple feel welcome," said Smith, 
whose husband is pastor of a 
small church in Jefferson 
County. 

A successful marketing pro­
gram requires a director. She 
suggests appointing a group to 
assist that person, including a 
staff member and people with 
skills in evangelism, writing, 
art, planning and hospitality. 

Marketing requires a coor­
dinated effort, Smith said, 
which means consistently us­
ing the church's logo on signs, 
vehicles, stationery, bulletins 
and newsletters. It also ties in 
special events like Christmas 
and Easter cantatas. 
o See Bowling Green .. . , page 3 
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Rankin compares BF&M letter to combating terrorism 
"The 

consequences 
that could have 

been disastrous for 
the credibility and 
support of the 1MB 

have been 
·diverted." 
/MB President 
Jerry Rankin 

By Mark Wingfield 
Texas Baptist Standard 

RICHMOND, Va. (ABP)- The 
request for Southern Baptist Conven­
tion missionaries to sign an affirma­
tion of the 2000 Baptist Faith and 
Message was necessary to head off an 
organizational disaster, according to 
SBC International Mission Board 
President Jerry Rankin. 

Using what he acknowl­
edged "may be an extreme 
analogy," Rankin compared 
his leadership dilemma to 
what might have happened if 
the United States government 
had learned in advance about 
plans for last year's terrorist 
attacks. 

Rankin said U.S. officials Rankin 
would have "done what was 
necessary to deter that tragedy," even 
if those tactics proved onerous. 

"The airlines and general public 
would have been outraged at the de­
lays and inconvenience of heightened 
security measures. The civil-liberties 
advocates would have probably called 
for impeachment of President Bush 
for profiling and detaining people of 
Middle Eastern descent, and other 
similar reactions," he said. 

Rankin drew a parallel to his Janu­
ary request, which critics have said 
smacks of creedalism and indicates 
mistrust of missionaries on the field. 

"Because of our willingness to af­
firm doctrinal accountability to the 
Southern Baptist Convention, the con­
sequences that could have been disas­
trous for the credibility and support of 
the 1MB have been diverted," Rankin 
said in a July 13 letter to missionaries. 

"Taking appropriate steps to assure 
confidence and support on behalf of 
the SBC has not been without offense 
and misunderstanding, but this is a 
responsibility of leadership that I take 
very seriously," he added. . 

Rankin said he took the initiative 
to ask for a collective response from 
missionaries in order to head off "an 
embarrassing and divisive show­

down" over the issue and to 
protect IMB trustees from 
having to reverse an earlier 
decision and impose a policy 
requiring affirmation of the 
faith statement. 

Rankin said his own con­
fidence in the doctrinal integ­
rity of the missionary force 
never wavered, however. "I 
would not have taken such 
action without the confidence 

that our personnel serving with the 
1MB represent doctrinal integrity and 
denominational loyalty," he wrote. 

Rankin said he sympathizes with 
1MB missionaries who were upset that 
anyone would question their beliefs, 
because he, too, was "offended and 
hurt" by accusations of doctrinal infi­
delity. 

Although Rankin has said in the 
past that he issued the order to satisfy 
unnamed critics who were question­
ing missionaries' beliefs, he said his 
actions shouldn't be viewed as bow­
ing to political pressure. 

In 2001, Rankin wrote missionar­
ies saying that personnel already un­
der appointment wouldn't be forced 
to endorse the revised Baptist Faith 
and Message. In his latest letter, 
Rankin said some missionaries per­
ceived his request this year that they 
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do so voluntarily as a reversal, "which 
some assumed to be succumbing to 
political pressure." 

"In 2001 I had communicated the 
policy officially adopted by our 
board," Rankin explained. "When 
questions and suspicions began to es­
calate, the board felt some action 
needed to be taken, but they did not 
want to reverse their earlier decision 
and signal any mistrust in our over­
seas personnel. ... 

"To deal with the crisis, I offered 
to secure the needed assurance with a 
personal request." 

One source of suspicion resulted 
when IMB trustees, breaking rank 
with boards of other SBC entities, 
voted not to establish a policy mak­
ing the 2000 Baptist Faith and Mes­
sage a litmus test for continued em­
ployment. 

"When we became the only entity 
not to require staff, faculty or mission­
aries to affirm the current Baptist Faith 
and Message, questions began to arise 
regarding our accountability and 
whether we were 'protecting' those 
not aligned with the Baptist Faith and 
Message," Rankin wrote. 

When one regional leader refused 
to affirm the faith statement, Rankin 
said, "It increased the speculation that 
there must be many others as well." 

All six SBC seminaries have poli­
cies requiring professors to affirm the 
2000 Baptist Faith and Message. All 
national missionaries serving under 
the SBC North American Mission 
Board also are required to affirm the 
document. 

Some other SBC agencies, howev­
er, stop short of requiring 100 percent 
compliance with the faith statement. 

At LifeWay Christian Resources, 
only employees in "Southern Baptist­
required" positions- about 25 percent 
of the workforce- are asked to sign 
an affirmation that they will conduct 
their work in accordance with the 
Baptist Faith and Message. 

The SBC Annuity Board hasn't 
made any public statement about re­
quiring employees to affinn the 2000 
Baptist Faith and Message, but those 
in key leadership posts are required to 
be members of "cooperating" South­
ern Baptist churches. 

Rankin reported that "most" mis­
sionaries "welcomed the opportunity" 
to affirm the 2000 Baptist Faith and 
Message, but "some have struggled 
with the response and been offended 
as if they, personally, were being 
questioned." 

Some others, he said, agree with 
the content of the Baptist Faith and 
Message-or disagree over minor 
points- "but have felt the request it­
self made our confession of faith a 
creed." 

Rankin said no doctrinal problems 
have been discovered as a result of the 
recent process. 

He acknowledged that "a few have 
resigned and others have expressed 
their intention to do so rather than af­
firm the Baptist Faith and Message 
and their willingness to work in ac­
cord with it." 

Rankin said the process has been 
personally painful to him, but he told 
missionaries: "It was done for the ben­
efit of your ministry and our kingdom 
task. This will enable us to get on with 
our mission of reaching a lost world 
with the solid support of Southern 
Baptists." 

Missouri Baptist Convention files 
suit against five Baptist agencies 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (ABP)­
The Missouri Baptist Convention took 
five of its agencies to court Aug. 13, 
filing a 51-page petition for declara­
tory judgment in Cole County Circuit 
Court. 

The petition asks the court to re­
view corporate charters of the agen­
cies and determine if trustees acted 
within their legal rights when they 
voted to remove themselves from con­
vention control. 

The petition names as defendants 
The Baptist Home in Ironton, Missou­
ri Baptist College in St. Louis, Wind­
ermere Baptist Conference Center in 
Camden County and the Missouri 
Baptist Foundation and Word & Way 
in Jefferson City. It claims all five 
entities "broke trust with Missouri 
Baptists" by filing amended charters 
and declaring themselves autono­
mous, self-electing boards, all without 
approval of the convention or its ex­
ecutive board. 

The petition also names Secretary 
of State Matt Blunt, who turned down 

. a request by MBC officials to strike 
down the amended charters. 

Joining the Missouri Baptist exec­
utive board in the petition are the Mis­
souri Baptist Convention, which is 
unincorporated, and six representative 
Missouri churches: First Baptist 
churches of Arnold, Bethany and 
Branson; Concord Baptist Church of 

Jefferson City; Oakwood Baptist 
Church of Kansas City; and Spring­
hill Baptist Church of Springfield. 

The petition does not seek mone­
tary reward from any individuals, but 
asks for declaratory judgment, alleg­
es breach of contract and petitions for 
temporary, preliminary and perma­
nent injunction against the defendants. 

The petition says the agencies, with 
assets totaling $200 million, "amend­
ed their charters in order to steal them­
selves away from convention gover­
nance." It cites the Missouri Baptist 
Convention constitution, which says 
that all charter changes for convention 
agencies must be approved by the 
convention upon recommendation by 
the executive board and that the con­
vention shall elect all agency trustees. 

"This is not a lawsuit seeking mon­
ey for personal injury or personal 
wrongdoing," MBC President Bob 
Curtis wrote in a letter to Missouri 
Baptist pastors . "We are asking a 
judge to read the corporate documents 
and to declare what the law is: Were 
the amendments lawful or unlawful? 
Do Missouri Baptists still have the 
right to elect trustees, based on former 
charters, or not?" 

Leaders of the five agencies have 
defended their actions, saying they 
were taken in part to shield the respec­
tive organizations, but mainly for 
fiduciary and liability concerns. 
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KENTUCKY 
How to reach singles? 'Good questions' 
By Trennis Henderson 
Editor 

ERLANGER-So your church 
wants to start a ministry to single 
adults. Where do you begin? 

The first step, according to Valerie 
Vincent, a Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion family ministry consultant, is to 
ask the right questions. 

Addressing the topic, "What Do 
You Have to Offer Single Adults? Be 
Sure You Know the Answer," Vincent • 
led one of the 50-plus small-group 
workshops during the KBC's Super 
Saturday church leadership confer­
ence Aug. 10 in Erlanger. 

"A lot of times churches have a 
certain image of single adults," Vin­
cent explained. She cautioned, how­
ever, that "it might not be an accurate 
image." 

Church leaders interested in begin­
ning a singles ministry need to con­
sider such questions as, "What do we 
need to know? What do we need to 
do?" she said. 

"Don't start with the calendar" and 
merely plan activities to keep people 
busy, she added. "You can quickly get 
burned out." 

Instead, she .urged, "know who it 
is you're going to be ministering to 
and sharing the gospel with. Then you 
can have a much more effective min­
istry." 

Citing statistics from George Bar­
na's book, "Single Adults," Vincent 
said, ''There are things you need to 
know way before you begin to do any­
thing. When. you say 'single adults,' 
you are talking about a diverse group. 
That in itself presents some huge chal­
lenges." 

Barna' s research indicates there are 
48 million single adults in the U.S. age 
18 or older who have never been mar­
ried, Vincent said. Approximately half 
the singles in that category are under 
age 25, she added. 

Other groups of singles include 
those who are divorced, separated or 
widowed. Single parents and military 

SINGLES MINISTRY Valerie Vincent, a consultant for the KBC family ministry department, 
talks about successful singles ministries during a recent Super Saturday workshop . 

spouses who must cope with issues 
related to having an absent partner 
also need specialized ministry atten­
tion, she noted. 

"In each group you have some real 
diversity," Vincent said. "Rather than 
saying, 'Here's who we think you 
are,' we need to understand who they 
think they are." 

Needs among various groups of 
single adults range from reliable 
friendships and group activities to 
understanding and authenticity, she 
added. 

Emphasizing that single adults 
need to both give and receive minis­
try, she said, "The church needs to 
recognize you- as God's creation­
are unique and you have contributions 
and blessings for the church commu­
nity. Then you can be integrated into 
the life and ministry of the church." 

As churches pursue singles minis­
try, leaders need to be "confident, 
clear and intentional with what you 
plan," Vincent said. "Be creative, be 
purposeful, be real. 

"What do you have to offer single 

Super Saturdays 
''Fruitbearing: Becoming Like 

Jesus" is the theme for this year's · 
S11per Saturday conferences. 

d >:Remaining conferences •w,ill 
be held on Aug. 24 at lin:niantiel 
Baptist Church in Lexington and 
Sept. 7 at Lone Oak First Baptist 
Churchin Paducah and First Bap­
tist Church of Somerset. 

Registration costs $10 in ad­
vance or $14 the day of the event. 

For more information, call 
.Cheryl Davis of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention's church 
gi:owtl! team at (88$) ~4-57101• 
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adults?" she reiterated. "If you don't 
know the answer to this, don't start 
reaching out until you do." 

Super Saturday 2002 is a series of 
six regional training conferences 
sponsored by the KBC church growth 
team. Remaining events will be Aug. 
24 in Lexington and Sept. 7 in Pad­
ucah and Somerset. 

Part-time campus ministers 
elected to serve 5 colleges 

LOUISVILLE-As college students across the state head 
back to school this fall, Kentucky Baptist leaders are finalizing 
campus ministry plans. 

The Kentucky Baptist Convention Executive Board's 
administrative committee approved three part-time campus 
ministers Aug. 15. The three workers, who have been serving 
as interim campus ministers, are involved in ministry at five 
schools. They are among more than 20 KBC campus 
ministers serving 30-plus college campuses. 

Joe Allen will serve at Prestonsburg Community College 
and Pikeville College; Sara Preston will serve at Mid-Continent 
College, Mayfield; and Ron Shaw will serve at Somerset 
Community College and Lindsey Wilson College, Columbia. 

Allen, associate pastor of First Baptist Church of Allen, is a 
graduate of Cumberland College in Williamsburg and 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville. 

"I love to study the Word of God and teach it to His 
people," Allen wrote in a testimony distributed to 
administrative committee members. "If God opens the door 
to use the resources in which He has blessed me, I will be 
willing to use them." 

Preston, a graduate of Hopkinsville Community College 
and Mid-Continent College, is an emergency medical 
technician with Trigg County Ambulance. She has served in 
volunteer missions in Africa, Europe and East Asia. 

"I have a passion for this world to know Jesus," Preston 
wrote. "I want to share that passion with others and help 
them find their calling in life." 

Citing her involvement in international missions efforts, 
she added, "Now I can minister to exchange students and 
understand where they come from." 

Shaw, pastor of Community Baptist Church in Somerset, 
is a graduate of Clear Creek Baptist Bible College in Pineville. 
He previously was pastor of Corinth Baptist Church in • 
Winchester. 

Expressing appreciation for the opportunity to serve at 
Lindsey Wilson College and Somerset Community College on 
an interim basis, Shaw said he and his wife, Tracy, "look 
forward to serving many more years in this position." 

Dan Garland, leader of the KBC evangelism growth team, 
said the state convention's network of part-time campus 
ministers "may be one of our best-kept secrets." 

"We are blessed to have very qualified, committed people," 
he said. "Without them, we wouldn't have a Baptist Student 
Union presence on some of these campuses." 

Communication specialist offers marketing ideas for church ministries I 
Continued from page 1 

At her cliurch, the music minis­
ter plans to record three songs from 
next year's Easter cantata- an orig­
inal production- and put them on 
a CD for distribution prior to the 
event. 

This work group also should cre­
ate a written plan. While it doesn't 
have to be complex, the process in­
cludes identifying events on the an­
nual calendar that can be marketed 
with appeal to non-members, she 
said. 

But that doesn' t mean trying to 
cram too many activities into a year, 
Smith said. "It's better to do a few 
things well than a lot of things poor­
ly. You can do one big event a year." 

Smith said marketing plans 
should have a specific purpose, such 
as attracting 10 new people from a 
church's zip code area. Measurable 
goals help determine whether the 
program is working and identifies 
which marketing tools work, she 
said. 

A church also should target a spe­
cific audience. Just because many 

churches try to attract young adults, 
that doesn't mean everyone should. 
She mentioned her congregation is 
targeting seniors because of a new 
senior-adult housing development in 
its neighborhood. 

"Who are you trying to reach?" 
Smith asked. "If you don' t aim, you 
won't hit anybody. If you want to 
reach senior citizens, you need to 
think like (them) . If you want to 
reach seniors, you don't place ads 
on a classic rock station." 

Churches can determine who 
they' re reaching now by reviewing 
their membership rolls and studying 
local demographics using U.S. Cen­
sus data. The KBC' s church growth 
team can provide additional details 
through its Scan U.S . program, she 
noted. 

If possible, Smith recommended, 
churches should hire a graphic art­
ist to develop a logo and other ma­
terials, such as stationery, business 
cards and signs. Churches also 
should consider launching a Web 
site, as several free or low-cost al­
ternatives are available, she said. 

Many free or inexpensive mar­
keting options exist. Some examples 
include news releases for special 
events, event photos and hosting 
community service activities, such 
as blood drives, yard sales, free car 
washes or aerobics classes. 

Low-cost marketing ideas in­
clude refrigerator magnets with the 
church's phone numbers, sponsor-

• ing job fairs and patriotic concerts, 
and distributing door hangers adver­
tising special events. 

Paid advertising can range from 
an ad in the Yell ow Pages to tele­
vising services. But Smith cautioned 
that TV ads only work if they are a 
high-quality production. 

Whatever methods a congrega­
tion uses, it is important to measure 
results by using visitor cards and 
surveys. By tracking how newcom­
ers learned of their worship servic­
es or ministries, churches can invest 
more money in what works, Smith 
said. 

Following up with visitors is vital, 
she added. "Once people visit, it takes 
attention to keep them coming back." 

Other resources 
Marketing helps: 

I NewWway: Ministry marketing Web site, see 
www.newwway.org,. 

I Outreach Marketing: Company that produces chur9h 
marketing materials, see www.outreachmarketing.com~ 
Demographic information: 

I U.S. Censu$: .Find demographic data for particulfr area at 
www.census.gm1. . ... ... . .. • ;j . •• • i) . ", ~ 

I Free acce.ssto Census·data: www.FreeDernog@pijiPMOlll. ' 
Web site creation: • ..... • . ., • x 

1 LifeWay Link: Easy-to-use service to create free pt low­
cost church Web sites, WWW.lifewaylink. com. 

I E-zekiel: Low-cost service, www.e--zekiel.com. 
I Homestead: Low;.cost service, www.homestead.com. 

TV and radio resoutcer. • 
I Church advertising reso~rces: Professionally-produced 

TV and radio spots available from the Southern Baptist North 
American Mission, Board, www.namb.net/ads. 

I FamilyNet Radro: f\JA.MB's broadfaSt communications 
group produces tree programs designed to air on secular 
stations, www.familynetradio.com. 
Source: Kentucky Baptist Convention's communications/media 
department 
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OPINION 
'Insensitive' view 

As I contemplated the Aug. 6 ar­
ticle on Christian couples who 
choose not to have children, I was 
angered by the audacity of the views 
expressed. 

Marriage is a holy covenant given 
by God. For many couples the birth 
of children is indeed a great blessing. 
However, I strongly disagree with the 
implication that having children is a 

ing the choice to remain childless 
should not be married .... The issue is 
not single, married, male, female or 
childless. The issue is our response to 
God in living as He directs. 

Dawn Rose 
Cadiz 

'Confused worldview' 
Over the past few years I have 

come to expect very little from the 
"commandment" of God. 
In reading Genesis 1:28, I 
fail to see a command for 
all mankind to bear chil­
dren. To allude that a cou­
ple remaining childless is 
somehow sinful or un­
righteous is insensitive 
and highly judgmental. 

~ 
Western Recorder. How­
ever, I was still shocked 
by the paper's choice to 
run Tony Campolo's arti­
cle, "Dressing Up for 
God" (Aug. 6 issue). 

I don't believe God 

My husband and I had 
many discussions and 

I 

I I u cares what I wear to wor­
ship. Campolo's argu­
ment for dressing up be-

much soul-searching prayer as we 
made our decision not to have chil­
dren. Our motivation was not for 
pursuit of our own objectives, but 
our decision was made as we under­
stood God's purpose for our lives at 
that time. God had placed us both in 
professions that allow us ministry 
opportunities with many children. I 
am a dentist and see many children 
physically, emotionally and spiritu­
ally neglected by non-Christians and 
sadly, professed Christians alike. 
Our office is able to minister to the 
needs of these children in a unique 
way. 

My husband, Michael, has served 
as a minister of music for over 20 
years. Seven years ago, God led him 
to a new opportunity as an elementa­
ry school teacher. He teaches fifth 
grade in our area where churches 
abound and children are still neglect­
ed and abused. As a teacher he has 
touched many lives and often spends 
more time on a day-to-day basis with 
his students than many of their par­
ents. 

I am saddened that our seminary 
would teach pastors that couples mak-

By faith, not sight 
The old saying is that "seeing is 

believing." Well, that is exactly 
what happened for me on a recent 
mission tour into Eastern Kentucky. 
Let me share with you about one of 
the ministries I saw on that 
trip! 

By now, many of you 
have heard about the jour­
ney of faith of Lonnie and 
Belinda Riley from a 
growing church ministry 
in northern Mississippi to 
Lynch, Ky. Because God 
had clearly spoken, they 
moved from a five-bed­
room home purchased by Bill Mackey 
their church to the four-
room house where Belinda had lived 
as a child. 

The Lynch church-the church 
where Belinda and Lonnie had been 
married and called to ministry-had 
closed so there was no base of sup­
port, but they felt God's call and 
moved on faith. The first six months 
were very difficult, as Lonnie did 
not receive any direction from God 
about how to proceed. 

Then God began to work in a spe-

cause it's God's house is 
poor, to say the least. God doesn't 
dwell in specific temples anymore. 
Plus, as 1 Samuel 16:7 reminds us, 
"Man looks at the outward appear­
ance, but the Lord looks at the heart." 

However, my biggest concern 
with this article is not concerning 
dress code. I was most disappointed 
that the Wes tern Recorder would 
print an article that referred to Mus­
lims as our "brothers and sisters." 
This pluralistic idea that our God is 
the same God Muslims worship is 
going to destroy our faith, and 
worse, our children's faith. We are 
going to lose generations to false 
gods just as the tribes of Israel did 
by accepting the faiths of the peo­
ple they allowed to live with them 
in the times of the Old Testament. 

I'm greatly disappointed that the 
editor would contribute to an already 
overly confused worldview. 

Brian Schindler 
Greenville 

Practical resources 
I have been an avid reader of the 

Western Recorder for nearly a half 

cial way. Larry Martin, the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention missions 
growth team leader, met the Rileys 
and led the KBC to provide limited 
support. Volunteers started coming 

to help-600 one year, 
then 1,200 and now, this 
year, more than 2,000. 

Ministries were begun 
and expanded. The Man­
na House provides tons of 
food and a gospel message 
each week to those in 
need. The Freedom 
House, a former bar, pro­
vides quality clothing for 
a small fee. 

The four-story Lynch 
Hospital, built with hand-hewn 
stones, has even now been pur­
chased for conversion to apartments 
and dorm space for volunteers. An 
unsolicited, interest-free loan of 
$65,000 made the purchase possible 
by the Riley ministries. 

Currently 10 full-time volunteers 
are leading the various ministries. 
Ten local people are being trained 
in making glassware and the hospi­
tal gift shop sells out frequently. 

-
century. I have had a relatively good 
relationship with all the editors, 
though I must say I have a special 
affection for Chauncey R. Daley, 
who could make a drive through the 
mountains of Eastern Kentucky dur­
ing a spring shower an experience 
so vivid that you felt you were in the 
seat beside him. 

Every once in a while an edition 
comes along that would win a Pu­
litzer Prize if there were such an 
award from Baptists! Such was the 
Aug. 6, 2002, Western Recorder. 
Why? From page 1 to page 16, there 
was something for everyone, or as 
your motto reads: "Practical Re­
sources for Christian Living." 

"For the record," let's look brief­
ly at the contents: On page 1, there 
was an excellent treatment of the 10 
Commandments controversies, fol­
lowed by a Pike County volunteer 
who led 142 individuals to Christ 
in summer missions. On page 2, 
"Don't want kids? Don't get mar­
ried," and a sad story of a "former 
'missionary kid' convicted of 
fraud." 

"100 Days of Prayer," which was 
treated in depth by the editor and the 
executive director, was especially 
good. Then Tony Campolo, who I 
must confess is not one of my fa­
vorites, had one of the best treat­
ments of the "dress issue" in church­
es today I have ever read. 

I always read the "Opinion" let­
ters and the one about my friend, Jim 
Cordell, and his wife, Joyce, taking 
the mixed choir to Europe was a 
pure joy to read. Then Oneida Pres­
ident Bud Underwood, who is as 
fascinating to read as was Barkley 
Moore, tells of "having church out­
side." 

So, if you laid back this issue 
without reading it thoroughly, re­
trieve it and digest all the interest­
ing subjects that are therein con­
tained. 

Oscar Davidson 
Somerset 

Other employment opportunities 
are being planned such as a low­
band FM Christian radio station to 
serve the 15,000 people of the tri­
cities (Lynch, Benham and Cumber­
land). A volunteer from Knoxville 
will develop and operate the station. 
This will be unique in the area. 

A building project at a local ele­
mentary school resulted in the Gov­
ernor's Pride Award and an open 
door for Lonnie to share the Christ­
mas story in every classroom. 

Two remaining and aging trust­
ees of the 28-acre, eight-building 
campus of the old Stuart Robinson 
High School presented the campus 
to Lonnie. They said, "We like your 
ministry and believe God can use 
you to put this property to effective 
Christian use." 

Lonnie announced recently that 
permission has been granted by the 

. one remaining trustee to reopen 
Lynch Baptist Church. 

May God increase our faith as we 
see Him at work! 

Bill Mackey is executive director of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention 
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Top 10 'reasons' 
for not saving for 
retirement yea~ 
By Don Spencer 

Consider the following top 
10 reasons for not saving for re­

tirement: 
10. I'm 

expecting a 
call from 
Publishers 
Clearing 
House. 

9. I might 
not live that 
long. 

8. My employer will take 
care of me. 

7. My spouse can get a job 
in retirement. 

6. I'll let my kids support 
me. 

5. I don't like investing in 
the stock market. 

4. I'll turn my hobby into a 
second career. 

3. I'm going to inherit a great 
deal of money. 

2. Social Security will more 
than cover me. 

1. I'm young. I have plenty 
of time. 

Unfortunately, too many 
people believe reasons 1 and 2 
are true. 

Social Security will not pro­
vide adequate retirement in­
come. It was never meant to do 
so. 

At best, Social Security will 
replace a little more than 30 
percent of your annual earnings 
at age 65. For higher income 
folks, that percentage will be 
significantly lower. 

For most people, the remain­
ing retirement income must be 
provided through pensions and 
savings. 

There are two essential in­
gredients for providing a<le­
quate retirement-time and 
money. The more you have of 
one, the less you will need of 
the other. 

To illustrate, let's assume 
your goal is to accumulate 
$250,000 by age 65, using an 
investment that averages 8 per­
cent earnings per year. You can 
reach that goal starting at age 30 
by investing $108 per month. 

If you wait until you are 40, 
you'll have to save $261 per 
month to reach that goal. 

At age 50, it will require an 
investment of $718 per month. 

When it comes to making 
your retirement years comfort­
able, don't wait. Savings, 
spending and investment deci­
sions you make at earlier ages 
have direct bearing on how you 
live in your 60s and 70s. 

Make your retirement choic­
es early and wisely. 

Don Spencer is a certified financial 
planner and directs the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention's annuity department 
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OPINION 
Reflections on 20 years (so far) as a Christian journalist 

2002 has grown into a year of personal and ton, Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee and Little 
spiritual reflection as my family and I mark a num- Rock Mayor Jim Dailey. Recounting efforts 40 
ber of significant anniversaries. years earlier "to suffocate our spirits," Ernest 

As I noted in an editorial earlier this summer, Green, a member of the Little Rock Nine, told the 
my wife, Pam, and I celebrated our 20th wedding crowd, "Although our journey has not been with­
anniversary this year. This month also marks ma- out pain, it has been well worth it." 
jor milestones for our two daughters as Emily 7. Tanzania partnership. International mis­
turns 16 (and gets her driving permit!) and Au- sion partnerships have become a major ministry 
drey hits 13 (and our family officially leaves be- emphasis for Baptists in Kentucky and elsewhere. 
hind all the joys-and challenges-of - Among recent partnerships for the Ken-
preteen life). 

1 
tucky Baptist Convention was a three-

This week also marks the 20th anni- • 1 year effort in cooperation with Baptists 
versary of my ministry as a profession- I I • in Tanzania. During a 2000 trip to Tan-
al Christian journalist. During the past zania with partnership missions leader 
two decades, I've had the privilege of Calvin Wilkins, I had the opportunity 
serving Baptists in editorial positions to interact with several missionaries and 
with state Baptist newspapers in Mis- nationals involved in hands-on minis-
souri, Arkansas and Kentucky. During try throughout the African nation. 
that time, I've written hundreds of arti- Among the many memorable experienc-
cles and editorials about the work God es was interviewing Susan Smith, a mis-
is doing through Baptists on the local, sionary physician at Kigoma Baptist 
state, national and international levels. Hospital. "It's slow work. This is defi-
Some of the topics have been heart- .__....,,,..__ nitely Satan's stronghold," she ex-
warming, others heartrending-but Trennis Henderson plained. "What I love most in the world 
each one has been an effort to commu- is to help people get well and be able to 
nicate information that Baptists need and deserve tell them it's because Jesus loves them and they 
to know. can have eternal life." 

As I reflect on my first 20 years of ministry in 6. Tom Lester. Actor Tom Lester- best 
denominational journalism, a few specific articles known for his role as "Eb," the hired hand on the 
and topics stand out. Among them are: popular 1960s TV series "Green Acres"- played 

10. Airplane crash. One of the last majornews a direct role in my public commitment to Chris­
stories I covered as editor of the Arkansas Baptist tian ministry. Tom, a committed Christian, fre­
Newsmagazine was the crash landing of Ameri- quently traveled across the nation sharing his tes­
can Airline Aight 1420 in Little Rock. The flight timony. While I was working for a local newspa­
included a group of 25 students and leaders from per during college, he came to our area to speak 
Ouachita Baptist University who were returning at an evangelistic crusade. I interviewed him and 
from a choir tour in Europe. Ouachita student attended the crusade. Hearing his Christian pil­
James Harrison and 14-year-old Rachel Fuller, grirnage helped clarify my own sense of call to 
daughter of OBU music professor Charles Fuller, ministry which I publicly affirmed later that week. 
were among 11 people who died from crash- Nearly 20 years later, Tom was speaking at an 
related injuries. Prior to Rachel's death several evangelism conference in Arkansas. I had the op­
days after the crash, her dad was interviewed by portunity to introduce him and renew our acquain­
several national media crews. Describing how he tance. "I try to help people understand that God 
and others were able to cope amid overwhelming makes us all very special and we all have unique 
shock and grief, Fuller told reporters, "There are gifts and talents," Tom noted. "We need to dis­
times in life when your faith has to mean some- cover what our gifts and abilities are and how 
thing. It can't be something that you just talk Christ can use us." 
about. It has to be something that empowers you 5. Baptist Faith & Message study. One of 
to live life." the most significant committee actions in Ken-

9. Missioncation. Most mission trips in which tucky Baptist life in recent years was last year's 
I'm involved, whether here in the States or over- report of the KBC's Baptist Faith & Message 
seas, I go in the primary role of journalist-con- study committee. Addressing a potentially divi­
ducting interviews, shooting pictures and writing sive issue, the nine-member committee prayerful­
articles to capture the experience for the benefit ly and skillfully crafted a report that was over­
of our readers. Missioncation 2002 was different. whelrningly adopted last fall by state convention 
As members of Crestwood Baptist Church, my messengers. "As Kentucky Baptists, we adopt the 
family and I were actively involved on various Bible as the basis of all our faith and practice," 
teams as our church took 350 members on mis- the report affirmed. It also noted that Kentucky 
sion to Charleston, S.C. As Emily and I worked Baptists "acknowledge the value" of historic con­
together on a Habitat for Humanity construction · fessions of faith ranging from the 1742 Philadel­
project, it offered a personal reminder about the phia Confession of Faith to the various versions 
difference that thousands of mission volunteers of the Baptist Faith & Message. The committee 
make every year in diverse ministry settings. Yes, determined that "the focal point was what's best 
I did spend one day taking pictures and doing in- for Kentucky Baptist work," explained chairman 
terviews, but the most lasting memory was work- Charles Barnes. He said the group's primary goal 
ing alongside family, friends and fellow church was to pursue "the best course of action for the 
members to help make a positive impact in the Kentucky Baptist Convention to further Kingdom 
lives of others. work." 

8. School integration. Little Rock's Central 4. Baptist World Alliance in Cuba. The Bap-
High School played a pivotal role in the nation's tist World Alliance, the international umbrella 
move toward public school integration in the organization of Baptists, held its 2000 General 
1950s. After widespread unrest in the wake of Council meeting in Havana. As a member of 
court-ordered integration, federal troops escorted BWA's communications committee, I joined 
nine black students up the school's front steps on more than 400 participants from 60 countries who 
Sept. 25, 1957. Forty years later, local, state and attended the first-ever international Baptist event 
national leaders gathered to commemorate the held in Cuba during Fidel Castro's reign. In addi­
landmark civil rights event. As the "Little Rock tion to BWA leaders meeting with Castro, the 
Nine" climbed the school steps once again, the conference featured the first public evangelistic 
doors were opened wide by President Bill Clin- rallies held in Cuba in more than 40 years. "I praise 

the Lord that this has been a great, great dream 
come true," declared Victor Gonzales, general 
secretary of the Baptist Convention of Western 
Cuba. "It is the Lord opening the doors in Cuba. 
The only answer for Cuba is Jesus Christ." 

3. Viorel Pavel. As I spoke about journalism 
to a class of students at one of my daughters' 
schools a few yea.rs ago, one of the students asked 
me who had been my favorite person to interview. 
Never having pondered that question before, I 
came up with a couple of quick responses but I 
wasn't very satisfied with my answer. During the 
next few days, as I continued to reflect on the 
question, my mind drifted back to a 1996 mission 
trip to Romania. That memory held the answer: 
Viorel Pavel. Viorel was a young member of the 
Romanian Parliament's House of Deputies. He 
was elected in the aftermath of the nation's 1989 
revolution that ended Communist rule in the 
former Soviet bloc country. Shortly after being 
elected to Parliament, Viorel was led to faith in 
Christ by a Baptist pastor who also served in Par­
liament. Despite ridicule from Orthodox support­
ers and former Communist sympathizers, Viorel 
remained steadfast and enthusiastic in his new­
found Christian faith. "It's wonderful how Jesus 
works," he told me. "My first wish is to share 
Jesus Christ with the people and with my col­
leagues in Parliament. I want to inspire them to 
feel the responsibility of making good laws that 
are obedient to God's Word." 

2. Middle school massacre. It was among the 
most shocking school shooting sprees in our na­
tion's history. Two middle school boys in Jones­
boro, Ark., ambushed fellow students and teach­
ers, killing four middle school girls and a teacher 
and wounding 10 others. I will never forget the 
haunting experience of walking across the West­
s.ide Middle School campus a few days later. Bul­
let holes scarred the gymnasium's outside wall. 
Bouquets were scattered across the silent school­
yard, marking the spots where each of the young 
victims fell. As I sat in the home of Jean Smith, 
the aunt of slain teacher Shannon Wright, she 
quietly shared, "This is so senseless .... I'm not a 
strong person but my strength is in the Lord. 
That's the only way I can make it." 

1. Billy Graham ministry. I am an unabashed 
fan oflegendary evangelist Billy Graham. As one 
of the most influential Christian leaders of the 20th 
century, Graham's humble, sincere Christian com­
mitment and unwavering integrity are worthy 
models for any Christian to follow. Kentucky 
Baptists have had the privilege of helping host two 
recent Billy Graham evangelistic events: the 2001 
Greater Louisville Billy Graham Crusade and the 
2002 Greater Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Bil­
ly Graham Mission. The two events attracted a 
combined attendance of almost 400,000 people 
and resulted in more than 21,000 people making 
public spiritual decisions. In addition to provid­
ing news and feature coverage, I had the opportu­
nity- along with Pam and Emily- to serve as a 
crusade counselor during the Louisville event. 
Listening to Graham present the invitation each 
night and then having the privilege of helping lead 
individuals to faith in Christ are unforgettable 
moments in my personal Christian pilgrimage. 
"I'm not declaring unto you a dead Christ," the 
82-year-old evangelist told the crusade crowd. 
"He's alive. He's never going to change. But you 
must change. Have you changed?" 

Reporting Graham's simple, straightforward 
words- as well as recounting other stories of 
struggle, challenge and faith- is a major motiva­
tion in my ministry as a Christian journalist. I 
thank God for the privilege of serving Him in this 
role for 20 years- and look forward to ongoing 
opportunities in the years ahead. 

"Listening to Billy 
Graham present the 
invitation each 
night and then 
having the privilege 
of helping lead 
individuals to faith 
in Christ are 
unforgettable 
moments in my 
personal Christian 
pilgrimage." 
Trennis Henderson 
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BLUEGRASS BURGOO 
■ Volunteers needed for renovation pl'lljects. Kentucky 
Baptist volunteers are needed to .complete some house 
renovation jobs started in Hopkinsville during t!Je recent 
Kentucky Changers project this summer. Projects on ni.ne 
houses, ranging in l~ngth from an hour to a day, need to be 
finished, according to Peggy Murphy of Kentucky 
Brotherhood, which organizes-the annual summer missions 
project. Many of the houses in Hopkinsville required more 
work than the ministry teams usually tackle during the event, 

• she explained. "It's not a hard job, it's just a time-consuming 
Job." For information, call ~entucky Brotherhood at (502) 
.244-4689 or toll-free in Kehtucky (888) 254-5720 ... 

■ Cumberland College to host Lexington Philharmonic. The 
Lexington Philharmonic will perform an outdoor concert of 
patriotic tunes at Cumberland College Aug. 29. Lawn seating 
is free for the 7:30.p.m, performance. A picnic dinner before 
the show, with table seating for the performance, also is 
available for$15. For mwe information, call 539-4535. 

1111 keyboard clinli:s,planned; Keyboard ministry clinics will 
be held Sept 14 iv Paris and Sept. 28 in Henderson. The 
clinics are for ¢hurcfi pianists, organists a_nd advanced piano 
and organ students .. JJ,ey.wilnnclude worship, repertoire 
sessions and separate piano and organ classes. Classes will 
focus on skills development. Ttle program also includes a 
"lunch and ,share" session, durir19 whic!J participants can 
perform servi9e piecesand ~hare ideas. Registratiqn costs 
$25 per person before Sept.1 and $30 per person after. For 
moteintormation, call -the Kentucky Bqptist Convention's 
church music offic~ af(5Q2) 254-4727 or tolbfree in • 
Kentucky (88~) 254-5707. Pre-registration also is av.ailable at . 
WWW;-kybapi~rdrg. 

■ Senior ad~lt,,lea~prship training offered. The, Kentucky 
Baptist Goiivention 1Nill sp9nsor a senior adult ministry 
l~adership ~l!nirn~ Nov.,7"at f\lton Baptist Chur9h in 
LawrenceburgfDenQisp.aniels, senior adult rniniSWr .at Fif$t 
~apt!§t Church 9tJ~c~s6n, IY!iss., and Toni Wimbe.rly, djrector 
ot;t.he senior ~gult;;~i~~to.nlab at New Orleans Baptisf , • • , 
Jh~glogipal §~rrii(1i}(t'-¥JICg~r the.two. keynote spe~kers. The 
ev~nt also wlH.f~!~re'eigITfi11lf)istry workshops; roundtable 
discussions ~ ,~!lqhchi F!~~istration costs $15 per person, or 
$10 per person ,;vnenttJoQrmore people atten(ifrq·m the 
same church: . Fo( int.ormatjgn, contact the KBC's family 
m~nistry depart1T1eqtat(502) 254-4719 ortoll.~free in 
.~entocky (~8~)254-::P70A:';;r, , .,, 

■• NaJi,011~f a~;rt~·;p~ny~ritio9 ·c1J
0

;ingJof~9~i~yille:Mo 
thanA01POO:s9y.tfiet6;~9~pet•·01usidansar~:expeGte,d.J9 '

3 

·in::: Louirn ,mn '"':n'~ : n"\nnJh .,~ .. ~hri' AC♦h, """"'· it'll t..)...,+in.nril . - • 
C"}i 

Did you know? 
Ministers and eligible 
employees of SBC churches 
receive no-cost disability and 
survivor benefits in the 
Church Annuity Plan. 

Plus they can receive up to 
$210 in annual matching 
contributions! 

Iii 
ANNUITY BOARD 
1-800-262-0511 
www. abs be. org 
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KENTUCKY 
Multihousing ministry consultant: Go & tell 
By Suzanne Darland 
State Correspondent 

LOUISVILLE-Christians should 
go and tell, not wait and wonder why 
no one is coming to their churches, ac­
cording to Dottie Williamson, a Bap­
tist multihousing ministry consultant 
who recently spoke in Louisville, 

"They're not going to pile 
into your tent revival and 
Easter cantata, 'cause if so 
they already would have," 
Williamson told those attend­
ing a conference on ministry 
to residents of apartments, 
mobile home parks and oth­
er multihousing settings. 

who live in these communities, she 
added, 

Many established churches simply 
ignore these new developments and 
concentrate on people who live in 
more traditional single-family hous­
ing, she said. Church leaders act as if 
they think apartment dwellers either 
are different from their church's mem­

bers or are resistant to the 
gospel message. 

But that's not the case, 
Williamson said. 

"Our job is to go where Williamson 

"People who live in multi­
housing are no different from 
people who live in houses," 
she said, 'They're young 
people in their first apart­
ments or singles who don't 
want yard work or older peo­there's the most lost people 

and tell the story," she said Aug. 5 at 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention 
building. Apartment complexes and 
mobile home parks are "where the 
biggest pile of them all is," she added. 

Williamson, the multihousing min­
istry consultant for the South Caroli­
na Baptist Convention, met with ap­
proximately 20 Kentucky Baptists 
who teach English and lead prayer 
groups and Bible clubs in unusual set­
tings. Some meet in a vacant apart­
ment or clubhouses. One couple 
drives to mobile home parks in a con­
verted 72-passenger school bus and 
invites children aboard. 

The Southern Baptist North Amer­
ican Mission Board estimates that 
only 4 percent of residents in multi­
housing settings attend church, That 
makes such settings ripe for ministry, 
Williamson said. 

NAMB has stepped up efforts to 
develop outreach and evangelism 
strategies into multi-unit apartment 
complexes, the most prevalent new 
construction in many areas. 

But churches seem not to have 
adopted a zeal for reaching people 

ple who want security." 
She recalled a mother who had 

become a Christian, along with her 
daughter and son. "I didn't want my 
daughter to go to your Bible study at 
first," the letter stated, "So don't ever 
stop doing what you're doing." 

Apartment and mobile home park 
managers are open to churches start­
ing children's sports activities, parent­
ing classes, financial planning classes 
and even Bible studies. These pro­
grams benefit the community by pro­
moting stability, Williamson said, 

"The managers know the real 
needs" of their residents and often feel 
overwhelmed by their jobs, William­
son said. 

Often managers will support such 
ministries by making the facility's 
clubhouse or an empty apartment 
available, she added. 

Williamson is a popular speaker on 
North American missions, combining 
humor with blunt challenges to get 
involved. 

She said she gets impatient with 
church members who easily could 
reach out to this segment of their com-

munity. 
'Tm tired of people going to con­

ferences and workshops and special 
studies," she said. "If you don't share 
what you've learned, you're wasting 
your time. Our people are learning 
skills, They need to do something with 
them." 

Williamson spoke the next day in 
Henderson at a similar conference for 
60 people from 16 churches. 

There are several multihousing 
communities in his area,_according to 
Phil Basinger, director of missions for 
Green Valley Baptist Association, He 
said he hopes more churches will join 
First Baptist Church of Henderson to 
begin such ministries. 

Basinger praised Williamson's 
contagious passion for reaching peo­
ple in nontraditional settings. 

"If you're not ready to go do it af­
ter hearing her, I don't believe you're 
going to do it," he said. 

Speaking to the conference in Lou­
isville, Williamson said multihousing 
ministry opportunities are virtually 
endless. 

In Louisville, three churches joined 
forces to teach English in an apartment 
complex with mostly Hispanic resi­
dents. 

"Everyone wants to go to a foreign 
country to do missions," said volun­
teer Sharla Martinez of Bethlehem 
Baptist Church, "But we don't have 
to. They come to us. We have a class­
room full of Hispanic men." 

Williamson said churches should 
think of multihousing communities as 
mission fields where Christians can 
build relationships with residents and 
return weekly to cultivate them. 

"Mission trips cost money, and you 
have to go far away," she said. "Here, 
your youth can play games with the 
children and your older ladies can 
serve snacks, Make it as simple as you 
can." 

RECOGNITION OF DECEASED KENnJCKY BAPTIST LEADERS 
The 2002 KBC Obituaries Report will include information on deceased persons who have 

served our Lord and Kentucky Baptists in a noteworthy manner. We are including persons who 
died during the convention year, Sept. 1, 2001, through Aug. 31, 2002. 

These persons would be Kentucky Baptist ministers, missionaries, educators, laypersons, 
institutional leaders and staff and others whose Christian service has significantly benefited our 
state convention fellowship and mission programs. 

We need your help to gather the following information: 

1. Full name of deceased 
2. Date of birth 
3. Date of death 
4. Active or retired status in last position held in city, state where located 
5. Name of church where member, association, state where located 
6. Service or ministry worthy of recognition (briefly stated) 

Please forward this information before Sept. 3 to: 

Executive Office 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

PO Box 43433 
Louisville KY 40253-0433 

ATTN: Wanda Karolyi 
e-mail address: Wanda_Karolyi@KYBaptist.org 

These obituary entries will be reported to the 2002 KBC annual meeting in Williamsburg. You 
are an important part of our network to gather information on those servants who deserve to be 
remembered among Kentucky Baptists. 

• 



MISSIONS 
Love in any language 
Students work to overcome French 
language barrier to share gospel 
By Clarissa Hutcherson 
Staff Writer 

PARIS-"Parlez-vous Anglais?" 
A team of students from Cumber­

land College found themselves repeat­
edly asking that question- "Do you 
speak English?"- as they spent two 
weeks distributing thousands of piec­
es of Christian literature in Paris. 

The volunteer missions team 
worked with summer missionaries, 
journeymen and career missionaries 
as part of a church-planting effort 
among North African and Middle 
Eastern Muslims in greater Paris. The 
Cumberland team, which served in 
France July 12-26, also worked along­
side teams from four other states. 

Approximately 10 percent of 
France's population is from North Af­
rica, where Morocco and Algeria 
were former French colonies. 

Team Paris, the organization of 
Southern Baptist missionaries serving 
in Paris, has identified 50 Muslim peo­
ple groups in the region. Team mem­
bers currently are working with 30 
people groups from North Africa and 
the Middle East. 

"There are three steps in church 
planting," explained Annette Hall, a 
Southern Baptist career missionary 
who leads Team Paris. 

"The first is prayer. Each area has 
been prayer walked several times," 
she said. "The second is a wide sow­
ing of the Word. The third is making 
contacts and starting churches in the 
area. We hope that we can start 
churches here and people will go back 
to their native countries and start 
churches there." 

Each morning, the Cumberland 
team and other workers loaded their 
backpacks with children's books that 
provided information such as what sin 
is and how to get to Heaven. Teams 
distributed the books in mailboxes that 
sported Muslim names. 

Workers placed a slip of paper in­
side each book that noted which 
church was sponsoring the distribu­
tion for that area and listed Christian 
satellite TV stations families could 
watch. During the two weeks they 
were in Paris, the Cumberland team 

CRAFT TIME Leslie Bellar, a student at 
Cumberland College, helps a child make a 
sock puppet during a kids' club held in a 
public housing project in Paris. 

helped distribute 24,000 books. 
Missions leaders explained that the 

book distribution is an important tool 
in reaching Muslim people with the 
gospel. In the typical Muslim home 
in France, children often are the only 
literate people in the family, said ca­
reer missionary Larry Osbrink. 

One of the goals of the effort is for 
children to read the books to their par­
ents. The books are written in a sim­
ple style designed to make the mes­
sage easier to understand. 

Teams often witnessed immediate 
results from the book distribution 
project. 

"On the buses, we see passengers 
reading the books we are distributing," 
said Woods Nash, a Cumberland Col­
lege student serving as a summer mis­
sionary for Team Paris. "We have 
opportunities to answer questions con­
cerning what we're doing and why. 
One Algerian man even contacted a 
local pastor to testify that he had read 
the book and wants to be baptized." 

There also were occasional set­
backs that teams had to work through, 
explained Stephanie Dobbs, one of the 
Cumberland students who distributed 
books. 

"Satan uses little things as set­
backs, even keeping a door locked 
so you can't distribute literature in 
apartment complexes," she said. 

"The last day of distribution, I 
knew that Satan was doing his best 
to keep a certain door locked. I 
could see through the window sev­
eral names of those we were target­
ing with literature. I left and went 
back a total of five times, praying 
more and more after each attempt 
for God to open the door." But each 
time she failed to find a way into the 
locked complex. 

"Finally, on the sixth time I came 
up to the door it was standing wide 
open, propped open by the janitor's 
cart," Dobbs added. "Had I not con­
tinued to go back ... I would have 
been giving the victory to Satan. The 
whole experience was simply a mat­
ter of faith." 

Teams conducted Bible clubs each 
afternoon in public housing projects. 
Though the volunteers found the lan­
guage barrier to be a struggle, they dis­
covered the children didn't seem to 
mind what language was being spo­
ken as long as they were receiving at­
tention and love. 

"I learned that children worldwide 
are the same," said team leader Emily 
Shipp, a Cumberland graduate who 
works for the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention's creative ministries depart­
ment. ''They require the same love, 
have the same attitudes and have the 
same childlike faith." 

Team members shared the story of 
Joseph throughout each of the three­
day Bible clubs. Stories focused on 
Joseph's dreams, their interpretations 
and his dreams coming true. 

Osbrink's wife, Gail, explained 
that Joseph is a great story to teach be­
cause Muslims believe God speaks 
through dreams. 

She recounted the story of a Mus­
lim woman who had been given a 
New Testament and dreamed that 
night that she needed to walk two 
miles to find a woman who would 
explain the book to her. The next day 
she set out on her two-mile journey 
and found the woman who had given 
her the New Testament exactly where 
the dream had led her. Mrs. Osbrink 
said the woman who had provided the 
New Testament enthusiastically began 

to explain the Scriptures to the Mus­
lim woman. 

Team members also noted cultural 
differences during the Bible clubs. 
Since Muslim boys and girls are not 
allowed to intermingle, female team 
members worked with the girls and 
male team members worked with the 
boys. 

Teenage boys also declined to sit 
with younger children and listen to the 
Bible stories. Male team members 
played soccer and basketball with the 
older boys, seeking to apply the truths 
of the Bible stories through the games. 

When it was time to do crafts, how­
ever, the teenage boys joined in, Shipp 
noted. "Older guys really got into 
crafts," she said. ''They forgot about 
their age to sit down to color and glue 
things." 

Several parents attended the Bible 
clubs, providing missionaries oppor­
tunities to talk with them and gain 
contacts for church planting. 

French Baptists have dubbed 2003 
the "Year of the Bible." Team Paris 
responded with a plan to provide New 
Testaments next year for every Mus­
lim household in greater Paris. 

The project, called "Light the 
Gate," plays off Paris' nickname of 
the Gateway City. The effort will in­
volve distributing 300,000 New Tes­
taments beginning next March. 

Team Paris decided to involve as 
many churches as possible in the dis­
tribution efforts, Mrs. Osbrink said. 

In preparation, Team Paris bought 
maps, explored neighborhoods and 
met with leaders of various Christian 
organizations, Mrs. Osbrink ex­
plained. 

The meetings were successful, she 
said, and one third of the areas already 
have been contracted out to other or­
ganizations. "What a wonderful expe­
rience it is to participate with so many 
different organizations who hold the 
Great Commission dear." 

As the Cumberland team and oth­
er volunteers helped lay the founda­
tion for future ministry efforts in Par­
is, Hall compared the Scripture distri­
bution emphasis to the Eiffel Tower. 

"You can see the Eiffel Tower 
from almost anywhere in Paris," she 
said. 'The light on top is what we hope 
this ministry to be like ... . We want 
to spread the light to this dark place." 

KIDS' CLUB Joshua 
Benton, a student at 
Cumberland College, holds 
up the words to "My God is 
So Big" in French so 
children can sing along 
with song leaders. A team 
of five students spent two 
weeks this summer sharing 
the Christian faith with 
North African Muslims 
Jiving in Paris. (Photos by 
Emily Shipp) 
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YOUTH 
Crossings at the Creek 

JUMP IN Sandy Arnold and 
a few students from 

Crescent Springs Baptist 
Church jump into Kentucky 

Lake at Crossings at the 
Creek summer camp. 

(Photos by Rusty Ellison) 

WATER SPORTS Jet-Skis, 
tube riding and water skiing 
were popular activities each 

week during the hot 
summer days. 
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ROPES COURSE An alpine ropes course is among the activities campers 
can enjoy at Crossings at the Creek. ■ Above left: An unidentified camper 
takes a ride on the big swing. ■ Above right: A team from Annistown 
Baptist Church in Georgia hold onto the rope for the big swing. 

, ~·ess1ca Hteke 
at the Creek. 

CAMP SPEAKER Tom Rihter of Murray was among the 
camp preachers at Crossings. 

2,200 teens explore 
fun and faith at 
Jonathan Creek 

JONATHAN CREEK-More 
than 2,200 students and youth lead­
ers attended Crossings at the Creek 
camp this summer at Jonathan Creek 
Assembly in Western Kentucky. 

This is the camp's third year un­
der a revised format. Combining 
high-energy activities with daily Bi­
ble study and nightly worship, the 
camp offers students in grades 7-12 
a weeklong opportunity to evaluate 
and deepen their relationship with 
God. 

The camp's attendance this sum­
mer was up 20 percent compared to 
last year, said Rusty Ellison, presi­
dent of Kentucky Baptist Assem­
blies. 

A larger worship center and two 
new lodges led to the increased at­
tendance, he added. 

"Our peak week this summer, we 
had 350 kids," he said, compared 
with a high attendance last year of 
270. 

"The new facility with the light­
ing and the sound and the enlarged 
space allowed our students to wor­
ship in a not-so-crowded condition." 

The camp recorded more than 
300 spiritual decisions, he added, in­
cluding first-time professions of 
faith, rededications and commit­
ments to enter full-time vocational 
ministry. 

"We have every indication that 
we will be at 100 percent (capacity) 
next year for the first time," he said. 
That would mean a total summer at­
tendance of 2,700 teens and youth 
leaders. 

While some people might focus 
on Crossings' entertainment and 
activities, Ellison said the worship 
makes the weeklong camp special. 

"Our worship this year in the new 
facility was world class. It's one of 
the things we do best," he said. 

Staff members are looking to add 
more programming to continue to 
make the camp attractive, he said. 
Leaders plan to add mountain bik­
ing to the range of activities, which 
already includes water sports and an 
alpine tower climbing course. 

"The challenge for next year is 
not to become content or compla­
cent but to continue to strive to make 
Crossings the best camping experi­
ence in the country," Ellison said. 

"We have no sense that we've ar­
rived," he added. "We've made a lot 
of progress but we think the best 
years are ahead." 
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Cross Over Kentucky is an effort 
to reach Kentucky for Christ. 
This will be accomplished by mobilizing Kentucky 
Baptists from all over the state to be involved in 
evangelism and mission projects in targeted areas 
the weekend prior to the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention, November 9- 10, 2002. 

Tal"-9eted Al""eas 
. The targeted areas are Williamsburg, Corbin, London and 
Mt. Vernon. Those wishing to participate in Cross Over will 
come to one of these sites and participate in one of the 
many projects planned. 

Pl""ojects ___________ _ 
Here is a glance at the projects planned. More details are inside. 

One Day or Weekend Revivals 
Many-of the churches in the targeted areas are having weekend or one day revivals. The events on Saturday will be an 
opportunity to promote the revival meetings in the various churches. 

Community/Prayer Needs Survey of Strategic Areas 
Kentucky Baptists will fan out across the targeted areas on Saturday morning, November 9, and knock on doors. They will 
use a community/prayer needs survey (see page 2) and a witnessing booklet to share Christ with unchurched and lost 
individuals. An invitation will be given to the Weekend or One Day Revival meetings. 

Pr,yer Walks 
Prayer Walks will discover prayer needs and participants will pray for strategic areas. This will involve prayer walking 
targeted areas and, in some cases, knocking on doors to discover prayer needs. An invitation will be given to the • 
Weekend or One Day Revival meetings. 

Servant Evangelism Projects 
Many of the Kentucky Baptist churches in the targeted areas will be intentionally sharing Christ by modeling biblical 
servanthood. A sampling of the servant projects will be leaf raking, cleaning gutters, free car washes, minor repair 
projects and other acts of service. These will be done in the targeted communities in order to show the love of Christ 
in practical ways. An invitation will be given to the Weekend or One Day Revival meetings. 

Jesus Video Distribution 
The Jesus film has touched more lives than any other evangelistic effort in human history. It is the inspired Word of God 
brought into film and video. Hundreds of these videos will be distributed in homes all across the targeted areas on 
Saturday, November 9. No evangelism training is required. Only a willingness to knock on doors and offer the video as a 
gift is needed. An invitation will be given to the Weekend or One Day Revival meetings. 

Cumberland College Mountain 
Outreach Building Project 
Cumberland College Mountain Outreach will partner with 
Baptist Builders and anyone interested in helping build a 
house for an under - privileged family in an area close to 
Williamsburg. The project will consist of framing, roofing 
and siding a house. The project will begin on Wednesday, 
November 6 and end on Saturday, November 9. Housing 
will be provided for those willing to participate in this 
Cross Over building project. 

Kentucky,'J'io'wls'tlfiftlrne. For mote Information or 
to volunteer to participate in one of many events 
planned, call 888-254-5722 or 502-254-4737. 

You can also sign up online at 
www.kybaptist.org/crossover 



Commv\~i+y Needs Sui-4vey 
A sample of the Community/Prayer Needs Survey is given below. The basic format is that teams of three people will be assigned specific areas to survey and 
be given packets of materials to use. As each team goes through the survey with residents, an opportunity is extended to share a witnessing booklet with 
interested individuals. Each team will be assigned approximately 30 homes to survey 

COMMUNITY/PRAYER NEEDS· SURVEY 
□ Not at home □ Busy □ Refused Survey □ Refused Materials 

Names of Surveyors 

Church Representing 

Address of Home Surveyed (First print the address and then knock on the door or ring the doorbe/O 

City State Zip 

At The Door Say: 
Hello, I'm ________ and this is ___ and _ __ (use first names only). 

We are with ________ Baptist Church and we are trying to help our church 
effectively meet the needs of our community by conducting a brief community needs survey 
May we ask you a few questions? 

1. What do you believe Is the biggest need in our community? 

2. How could our church best help our community and your family? 

3. When you attend church, where do you attend? 

4. Our church would like to pray for you and your family. Are there prayer concerns our 
church family can pray for at this time? 

5. In your personal opinion, what do you believe it takes for a person to get to heaven? 

They will give either a works answer (be a good person and live a good life), a church answer (be baptized or be a 
member of a church), a faith answer (accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior) or they do not know. If the answer 
is anything other than a faith answer, request permission to share the gospel tract with them. If they give a faith 
answer, ask them when they came to know the Lord, and if they are not faithfully attending church, invite them to 
come to the weekend revival services. 

Conclusion -'After each survey please complete the information below: 
□ Shared witnessing booklet O Profession of Faith □ Assurance of Salvation 

□ This person is a prospect -

Name ------------------------
Phone (optionalj __________________ ____;_ ___ _ 

Comments -------------------------

General Instructions for 
Community/Prayer Needs Survey 
The following are general instructions for the 
Community/Prayer Needs Survey to be conducted 
on Saturday, November 9 in targeted areas. 

► Please sign in at the designated site for the targeted 
area at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, November 9. 
• Williamsburg/ Corbin - Main Street Baptist Church 
• London - Corinth Baptist Church, London 
• Mt. Vernon - First Baptist Church, Mt Vernon 

► You will be assigned to a team of three people with at 
least one person of the opposite sex on each team and 
one person from the church you are representing. 

► You will be given a packet of material that contains a 
map that locates the area to be surveyed, the 
Community/Prayer Needs Survey cards and information 
about the church you are representing. Take time to 
pray together as a team for those homes you will visit 
and the people you will talk with. 

► As you approach the residence to be surveyed, fill out 
the top portion of the survey including the address. 

► A designated person in the group should introduce the 
team and share the purpose of the survey One person 
on the team should record the responses while another 
person asks the questions. Go through the survey and 
if appropriate seek to share the gospel using the 
"Steps to Peace with God" witnessing booklet. 

► If possible, obtain the name or names of the persons in 
the household and fill out the back of the survey card 
before going to the next residence. 

Leave materials about the church and the witnessing 
booklet. If no one is home, mark this on the top portion 
of the survey card indicating the address and leave 
materials about the church. 

► Do not enter the residence or go to the back door. 
If residents ask you to come in say that you have 
been requested not to enter homes so as not to 
inconvenience anyone. 

► After completing the surveys of assigned areas, 
return to the church to turn in your report forms. 

► Host churches are to provide lunch for the 
participants. 
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The Jesus film has touched more lives that any other evangelistic effort in human history. It is the inspired Word of 
God brought into film and video. Hundreds of these videos will be distributed in homes all across the targeted areas on 
Saturday, Nov. 9. No evangelism training is required to do this. A willingness eta knock on doors and offer the video . 
as a gift is all that is needed. 

TRAINING GUIDE FOR THE CROSS OVER JESUS VIDEO DISTRIBUTION 
1. Show the JESUS video in your church on a Sunday night during the discipleship time or during the evening 

worship service. (These are available through the Evangelism office of the Kentucky Baptist Convention.) 

2. Promote the need to distribute the Jesus videos in your area. 

3. Enlist volunteers from within your church who will help with the JESUS video distribution (See sample bulletin insert below.) 

and encourage them to work with the other Kentucky Baptists who will be coming to participate in Cross Over events. 

4. Select the areas you can reasonably expect to cover in about four hours. One team of three people can cover 
about 50 homes. 

5. Order the Jesus videos from the Evangelism Office. The cost is $2. 75 each. Order 25 videos per team. 
A plastic doorhanger bag labeled FREE VIDEO INSIDE will be included with your order. 

6. Include in the doorhanger bag information about your church, an invitation to the One Day Revival service on Nov. 9 
and a response card with your church address and either a postal permit or a stamp. (See sample betow.J 

7. Follow-up. The ideal follow-up is to make a second visit to the homes about one month after the 
videos have been distributed. Ask if there are any questions about the video, ask for prayer concerns 
that can be shared with the church and give an invitation to Bible study and worship. 

8. Provide lunch at the church for those participating in Cross Over events. 

Prayer Walks/3ol-\rney ____________ _ 
The Prayer Walking/Journeys will consist of walking or driving areas and praying for the residents. Some will 
choose to knock on doors using the Community/Prayer Needs Survey cards to discover prayer needs and 
prospects for the represented church. There is no special training or skilled required to participate in PRAYER 
WALKS/JOURNEYS. A willingness to pray and be used of the Lord is all that is needed. 

INSTRUCTIONS 
For The Churches Participating In The Prayer Walks/Journeys: 
1. Prepare maps of the areas to be prayer walked or driven. 

2. Assign teams of three to do the prayer walks/journeys, making sure there is one person from the 
opposite sex in each group and at least one person from your church on each team. 

3. Provide Community/Prayer Needs Survey Cards and clipboards for those wishing to discover prayer 
needs in the community. 

4. Ask your members to be at the church by 8:30 a.m. for training and team assignments. 

5. Provide lunch at the church for those participating in the Cross Over event. 

The key to IJoth calling out la/JoI-e1s for 
Cross Over ancl touching the unchurchecl tvith 
the Goocl News is prayer. It is our clesire that every 
targetecl area of Cross Over /Je prayed for through 
prayer walking or ddving strategic areas. Those 
who want to participate in Cross Over prayer 
efforts are encouraged to: 

1. Put Cross Over on their prayer list. •" 

2. Sign up to be part of the prayer effort for 
Cross Over and choose a targeted area. 

3. Come to the targeted area on Saturday 
morning, November 9 at 8:30 a.m. for · 

. . 
spe~ific ins(ruction_s and assignments. 

-
Sample Response Card 

O Please call or visit with me. I have 
questions about how to become a 
Christian. 

Sample Bulletin Jnsert ___ _ 

O Please send me more information about 
·,, a personal relationship with Jesus. 
□ Prayer requests or comments 

~me, __________ _ 

Address:..__ ________ _ 

Phone -----------

E-mail -----------

Cross Over Jesus Video Distribution 
You can help offer the gift of Jesus to homes in our area. Our church will be giving the gift of a Jesus video to local 
families as part of CROSS OVER KENTUCKY. No evangelism training is required. If you are willing to be a part 
of our church distributing these videos on Saturday, Nov. 9, please complete the information below. We will meet 
at the church at 8:30 a.m. for one hour of training and refreshments and then go out into designated areas to 
distribute the videos. 

□ Yes, I will help! \ 

, I 

Name ________________________________ _ 

Address _______________________________ _ 

·---------------------------------------· Phone _____________ E-mail ______ ___;_ ____________ _ 

ifting Up Jesus G 
3-A Western 
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Servant Evangelism: Owen Edwards (supply pastor) 
531 Russell Dyche Memorial Highway 

London KY 40741 • • • 
Home 606-864-3331 

Jesus Video: Johnny Jervis, Swiss Colony Baptist Church 
340 Bill Mays Road, London KY 407 44 

Church 606-864-9430 or Home 606-878-1401 

One Day Revivals: Ken Felton, East Bemstadt First Baptist. 
PO. Box 266, East Bemstadt KY 40729 

Church 606-843-6211 or Home 606-843-9035 

ROCKCASTLE ASSOCIATION 

Prayer: Wayne Harding. Maretburg Baptist Church 
RR 3 Box 203, Mount Vernon KY 40456 

Church 606-256-2832 or Home 606-256-5278 

Community Needs: Brian Sizemore, 
Clear Creek Bible College 

300 Clear Creek Road, Pineville KY 40977 
Home 606-337-1527 or Mt. Vernon 606-758-0031 

Servant Evangelism: Chad Burdette, 
Northside Baptist Church . 
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Prayer: Sam Smith, Pleasure Grove Baptist Church : . . . ~_...-·.-,-- ~ ~ • - . 

1019 Pleasure Ridge Drive,-Corbin.KY: 40701 • 
Church 606/549-3695 or Home 606/528-7372 

Community Needs: Benny Bush, Faith Baptist Church 
1344 Little Wolf Creek Road, Williamsburg KY 40769 

Church 6061528-4565 or Home 606/549-5577 

Servant Evangelism: Steve Mayle, Oak Grove Baptist 
787 Oak Grove Church Road, Corbin KY 40701 

Church 6061526-5949 

Keith Decker. Com Creek Baptist Church 
13519 East Highway 92, Barbourville KY 40906 

Home 606/549-4964 

Jesus Video: Eugene Hamilton, Wolf Creek Baptist Church 
, . 116 Oak Lawn Circle, Williamsburg KY 40 769 
·,· Church 6061549-5341 or Home 606/523-1933 

One Day Revivals: Jerry Lowrie (retired pastor) 
310 Forest Ave, Williamsburg KY 40769 

Home 606/549-0533 

c ~o s :.c;; OveJ,A 
_ __________ KENTUCKY 

Sel"Valt'\t (:=~valt'\9elism Pl"ojects 

Many of the.Kentucky Baptist churches in the targeted areas will be intentionally sharing Christ 
by modeling biblical servanthood. The servant projects may include leaf raking, cleaning gutters, 
free car washes, minor repair projects and other acts of service. These will be done in the 
targeted communities in order to show the love of Christ in practical ways. An invitation will be 
given to the Weekend or One Day Revival meetings . 

No special training or experience is needed to do the servant projects. A willingness to help meet 
needs and share Christ is all that is needed. Those interested in participating in these projects 
need to notify the Evangelism Office of the Kentucky Baptist Convention and you will be assigned a 
church with whom to serve. 

Training Guide For Churches 

Doing Servant Evangelism Projects 
1. Determine which servant projects your church will do. 
2. Determine the areas and scope of the projects. 
3. Assign to teams and projects those who have signed up to participate. 
4. Secure permission to do the projects from either businesses or residents. 
5. Provide the necessary equipment and materials to do the projects, i.e. rakes, leaf bags, 

car washing materials, etc. 
6. Provide lunch at the church for those who are participating in the servant projects. 

o~e Day Revival _____ _ 
Weekend Or One Day Revivals 
Many of the churches in the targeted areas will be having WEEKEND OR ONE DAY REVIVALS. 
We need ministers who are willing to come and preach these revival services. If you are willing to 
be one of the revival preachers, please contact the Evangelism Office - 888-254-5722 or 
502-254-4737. 

~ =# , KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION 

P 0. Box 434331 Louisville, KY 40253-0433 
502-254-4737 or Toll Free 1-888-254-5722 
http:/ lwww.kybaptist.org 
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Thinking small 

BIG PEW Adults at a Children at Worship conference try to see church from a child's perspective. A traveling exhibit, the giant pew is 
twice the size of an ordinary pew, making a 6-foot-tall adult feel like a 3-foot-tall child. (RNS photo courtesy of Children at Worship) 

Group helps people consider kids' views of church 
By Russ Barnes 
Religion News Service 

ST. MARY 'S CITY, Md. (RNS) 
- "I feel as if I'm flying," exclaims 
Maurine Holbert Hogaboom, 90, sit­
ting in the giant oak pew, her feet 
dangling way above the church 
floor. 

·She now sits, rocking back and 
forth a bit, on an equal footing with 
8-year-old children whose feet are 
accustomed to dangling from ordi­
nary-sized pews every Sunday. 

The giant pew, complete with a 
"modesty panel" in front, is becom­
ing an icon for a new movement in 
liturgical reform. 

The meaning it telegraphs is the 
need for intergenerational commu­
nication within worship, according 
to Caroline Fairless, who directs the 
Rochester, N.Y., organization Chil­
dren at Worship. 

Founded by Fairless, an Episco­
pal priest, and her husband, Jim 
Sims, the group aims to promote li­
turgical experimentation in the Epis­
copal Church. 

"The pew provokes you to con­
sider who you are," says Sims, cre­
ator and builder of the pew. "It's hu­
morous," he said. 'The pew brings 
out the humanity of everyone who 
sits in it, young and old." The pew 
is now on the road to as many as 20 
church conference locations a year. 

"The purpose of Children at 
Worship is to devise ways to shock 
ourselves into realizing that children 
are not only capable of experienc­
ing the divine, but are also key mem­
bers of the community needed by 
adults to understand God," Fairless 
said. 

"Once you sit in the giant pew, 
there is no turning back to your old 
ways of thinking about church," 
added Suffragan Bishop Catherine 
Roskam of New York. 

That's just why Sims, a former 
construction contractor, built the 
pew. Modeled after one he studied 
at his parish church in Wilmington, 
N.C., the pew is built in eight sec­
tions, each small enough when dis­
assembled to be shuttled around in 
his van. It is twice the size of an or-

dinary pew, so that, when sitting in 
it, a 6-foot-tall adult feels like a 
3-foot-tall 8-year-old child. 

The leveling of age status by 
means of the pew has spiritual and 
psychological implications. 

"No one is more marginalized 
than, say, a 3-year-old," Roskam said. 
"If we are able to identify with a 
3-year-old, we are able to learn from 
anyone marginalized including the 3-
year-old we, as adults, feel within our­
selves." 

While the liturgical reforms being 
promoted by Children at Worship 
have a theological basis, the experi­
ment is also practical. 

Although membership in the Epis­
copal Church has grown slightly over 
the past several years, there are gap­
ing age inequities. Leaders in the Epis­
copal Church are on average 57 .9 
years old- a decided contrast to the 
36.4 average age of the U.S. popula­
tion. Such an age gap drains younger 
age groups out of the church. 

"Children, as they grow up, vote 
with their feet and many leave the 
church," Fairless said. 

Report: Seminary trustees should be younger, bigger donors 
NEW YORK (RNS)-The guard­

ians of An:ierica's 250 Christian sem­
inaries should recruit more younger 
members and give more money them­
selves, according to a new survey of 
seminary trustees. 

The study, by Auburn Theological 
Seminary President Barbara Wheeler, 
is based on the responses of 1,611 
seminary trustees at 193 Christian 
seminaries in the United States. 

"How competently this small num­
ber of institutions is governed makes 
a real difference in the quality of reli­
gious life in North America and, be­
cause religion is so pervasive, in North 
American society as a whole," Wheel­
er wrote in her report, "In Whose 
Hands." 

Demographically, seminary trust­
ees are overwhelmingly male (75 per­
cent) and white (about 90 percent). 
Both indexes are slightly higher than 
the trustee makeup at independent 
colleges, private universities and non­
profit groups. 

Seminary trustees are also older, 
with 52 percent over the age of 60. 
Almost half-47 percent- attended 
seminary, but only 42 percent hold 
seminary degrees. One-third of trust­
ees serve at their alma mater. About 
40 percent of trustees are ordained. 

Evangelical seminaries reported 
the highest number of trustees who 
had switched denominations or reli­
gious traditions, at 76 percent. Roman 
Catholic trustees had the smallest 

number of switches, at only 5 percent. 
In her recommendations, Wheeler 

said trustees should make plans now 
to replace their older members. She 
also recommended that trustees pro­
mote their seminaries and "file reports 
on their public relations activities." 

Wheeler also suggested that trust­
ees make a more concerted effort to 
give financially to their institutions. 
"Many foundations and most individ­
ual donors will not consider major 
support of an institution unless there 
is evidence that its board supports it 
strongly," she said. 

Auburn Theological Seminary is 
an affiliate of both Union Theologi­
cal Seminary in New York and the 
Presbyterian Church (USA). 

NATIONAL NOTES 
■ Court: Coriversion can factor into sentence; The deatQ 
sent~nce of a:n Orange County; Calif., inan h~s beensetaside 
after an app~llate court determined a judgewaswrong to 
encourage a juiy not to consider his Christiag conversion 
while in.jail. The appeals court said the U.S. COO$:titution 
requires juries to weigh all evidence that rs relevantto a case, 
includitig the behavior of a convict while in jail, when 
considering the death penalty. 

■ Atheists divided in Washington march. Before marchers 
have taken their first step in an upcoming "Godless 
Americans March on Washington," there has been a dispute 
among interested parties about who should be included. The 
Council for Secular Humanism, one of almost 100 groups 
supporting the Nov. 2 effort sponsored by American Atheists, 
has called into question two groups because they are satanic. 
Ellen Johnson, president of American Atheists, said her 
organization posted a disclaimer on its Web site-in response 
to the council's complaint-saying there won't be a litmus 
test to determine who should be included. 

■ Mormons plan first New York temple. The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints plans to renovate a building 
it owns on the west side of Manhattan and convert part of it 
into a temple for worship, its first in New York City. A simflar 
project was successfully completed in Hong Kong-where, 
like Manhattan, real estate space is at a premium. The 
decision to renovate the space for use as a temple was made 
because of growing nt1mbers of Mormons in the New York 
City metropolitanarea-morethan 37,000 members·in 2000, 
according to the church. • 

■ Former NBB president .to head Missig,1 America. Wayne 
Pederson has accepted a positionascnief operating officer of 
Mission America Coalition after resigniQg earlierthisyear 
from his brief tenure as president of. the Natlonat Religious 
Broadcasters. Mission America, based in Palm Desert Calif., 
is a coalition of about 450 national Christian leaders of 
denominationsand,other ministrieSthati!ffocused on prayer 
and evangelism. Pederson became president of the 
broadcastipg, organ'ization in Octope[; butresigned in 
February just before his sch~duled jnstaflation ~fter his . 
remarks aboy! the politipal ties pt some evangelicals drew 
critidsm from some broadcast~r~. ,.· • 

1111 .Lulheraijinembership tlowri. Ql~.i~urup lastyeilf. 
~ernberShip in.t.he .. ~vang~lf9at l.lf1et~n.1PP~fph iO•:Ameri9l 
was. down slig~Jly in'2001,.;cooJ111µlng;~ip~cade-loil~ declihe 
that ~as plagued other :mainnn~.fJPtestadt .~huf9,h~Sif~r the 
past 3Q.years .. Total memb'EJfS~ip • in th~.Qpfbag,~.ib~s~d; 
ctiurplj~~sju~! u~def 5,~1 mi!!lorn)~sf¥~~rf:~it\~cljryfof 
26,044. memp.ers: or·.hatf oftl percent; ~l'\tjfe :g~q!;ffh.e.-;ELCA 
is thesixt~~l~rgestChristtan.den.orµln~ti9irii1xtbe'.~9iJed 
$t~tes by mp~f rankings. Jhemore coniinvativt¥ Lutheran 
Church-]Vlls~ouri Synod repplted ~bogt~.$mUljqn members 
in 2000. Total church giving wa~ repotted1atnear1y:;2,5 
billion, UP ·ne~rly $65 milliop fr9p1 WQO: • 
■ BishQpS: Effo~ to convert Jews not"accept~ble.' A joint 
task force.of Roman Catholic bishops and Jewish rabbis has 
conclt1dedthattargeting Jews.forconverslo~is "no longer 
theof ogically acceptable in the Catholic Churc.h" because Jews 
''already dwell in a saving covenant with G.od." In some ways, 
the documents breaks little new ground, exceptJo formalize 
whatha$ been th.~ "de facto JJ.racfice" of'the cqurch;~Ince 
Vatican fL Last year, the Vatican declared 1'the Jewish waitfqr 
the Messiah is not in vain." 

■ Pres)Jyteria~s express concern oveffuining.The top 
executiye of the Presbyterian Church asked President.Bush . 
and}A/,~~tNirQiQia's t\ft{.O . .U.S. s.~~tors !q,~ryd a,cortroversiaJ, 
mining prqeedure blamed .forcau$ing,. m~ssiye flooding. 
Clifto.n l(.ifkpatric:~ .. stated .cler~of the 2.5 miflion7.member 
~~n.om:in~tig'gj expres~d· his .f graveconcerrf.':•. Q.V<¼f:? ' ..... 
~04n@Q!op.'jfliniog, in·which!.hetops ofm.oµnt~iQ$ are 
sh~r~9 bttorpoal .~nd th~waste'dirt,dim1pe~ intu $treams 

.. Jg~ ,Ct~ij~~1(Q){gh11r ph, b~i i+IQQgsttlJ1~J11g}~gmmit,o)~Qttg " 

...• ••. thetoto.tetitiortiot:,Go~·s ·· 
t~ 
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York,. as. ferror(S/JI anniversar, nears . 
Church arsons continuing, group finds 

N ... EW Y ... QRK(BP)7-A~ thefirstanniversary of the Sept. 11 . . . . 

terrorist attacks approaches, leaders of a new prayer 
emp~asi$ are askipg,pastors to con~!der leading their 
congregatioQs in a sp~cial time of ·prayer for the needs that 
·remain ih the:City. • • 

.The effqrt' is being coordinated through 
'ptayNewYork.com;aWeb site allowing individuals to sign on 
as prayer partners forthe city, its people and outreach efforts 
,that will take place during the next few yea:rs . 

New Hope NewNork ls the name of the Strategic Focus 
Cities effort in New York; a concentrated missions program 
coordinated by New York .Baptists and the Southern Baptist 
North AmericanMission Board. 

"We would like churches to consider giving out the 
PrayNewYork.coin prayer guide in their services," said Jack 
Sniith, partnerships and networks director for New Hope New 
York. "We thought rT1ayb,e on Sept. 8, on the Sunday before 
the 11th, they could fake at least five minutes in their worship 
service and pray through the prayer guide we have 
developed.:! 

The pra,.yer guides are f(eeand can be ordered through 
e-rT1ail at pJaYyr@prayneWyork.com or by telephone at (212) 
580-0655 .. J~e prayer guide also can be downloaded on the 
www;prayriewyork.com Web site. 

By Adelle Banks 
Religion News Service 

CHARLESTON, S.C. (RNS)­
The issue has faded from national at­
tention, but a South Carolina-based or­
ganization is studiously keeping track 
of the number of houses of worship 
that continue to be ravaged by arson, 
firebombings or attempted arsons. 

The National Coalition for Burned 
Churches and Community Empower­
ment recently released its compilation 
of statistics on the attacks, revealing 
such incidents are continuing at com­
parable or higher levels than those re­
ported several years ago when the is­
sue dominated media and governmen­
tal attention. 

Between 1999 and 2001, the coa­
lition documented 685 arsons, bomb­
ings, attempted arsons and suspicious 
or undetermined fires at houses of 
worship. That figure includes 452 ar­
sons, 36 bombings and 51 unsuccess­
ful arson attempts. 

"What we have been trying to em­
phasize is that as a nation we must 
begin to look at the issue of the burn­
ing and bombing of America's hous-

UsE YoUR CAREER ro TRANSFORM 1HE WoRLD. 
Use your professional skills lo make a difference in peoples lives. Mission Service Corps (MSC) 
is a team of self-funded missionaries who serve an average of 20 hours per we.ek for four months 
or more. MSC missionaries provide their own financial support or are supported by sponsors • 
while on the mission field. Opportunities for service are available in Kentucky and North America. 

IIIIWW.kybaptistorg/msc 1 800 266-6477. ext. 397 
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REBUILDING Pastor John Scales of Greater 
Jefferson Baptist Church in Eatonton, Ga., 
and volunteers from the Burned Church 
Ministry of St. Isidore Catholic Church of 
Bloomingdale, Ill., lift the first interior wall 
into place during their work in July. Greater 
Jefferson Baptist Church was burned in 
2000. 

es of worship because it remains a 
problem for America, for all of the 
congregations that are being impact­
ed," said Rose Johnson-Mackey, di­
rector of research and programs for 
the coalition in Charleston, S.C. 

The coalition created the Church 
Burning Research Center in 1998 and 
has been documenting arsons and ar -
son attempts nationwide ever since. 

Although attention in the late 
1990s was focused on fires at predom­
inantly black churches in the South, 
the coalition has found that the fires 
occur at a range of congregations, in­
cluding predominantly white church­
es, multiracial congregations, 
mosques and synagogues. 

"We know that the percentage of 
information that we get in is low com­
pared to the number of fire depart-

Living trusts: Beware! 
One of our clients, a widow 

whom we had assisted in her es­
tate planning, called me at 10 a.m. 
in a panic. 

She asked me if she needed a 
living trust. Since we knew about 
her situation, I was able to re­
spond, "No, unless things have 
changed dramatically since we 
assisted you." They had not. 

ments there are nationwide," she add­
ed. 

In the late 1990s, the National 
Church Arson Task Force, a joint ef­
fort of the U.S. Departments of Jus­
tice and Treasury, was keeping close 
track of arsons at houses of worship. 
A 2000 task force report found that 
there were 297 arsons, bombings or 
attempted bombings in 1996, a figure 
that decreased to 140 in 1999. 

But the coalition's figures for ar­
sons alone, compiled in a 98-page reg­
istry, are 182 in 1999, 154 in 2000 and 
116 in 2001. Total numbers of inci­
dents (including suspicious or unde­
termined fires) surpassed 200 each 
year. 

Much of the work related to burned 
churches now is in the hands of grass­
roots groups, such as a ministry creat­
ed by Andre Lareau Sr. at St. Isidore 
Catholic Church in Bloomingdale, Ill. 

Lareau, a white electrical engineer, 
said he started his work in 2000 after 
he heard a voice saying "Rebuild 
burned black churches" while praying 
at church one day. Since then, he 
has coordinated interdenominational 
teams to help rebuild churches in 
Georgia, Arkansas and Texas. 

Working with the South Carolina­
based coalition to determine where to 
take his teams, Lareau said he finds 
the number of volunteers has dropped 
off in recents years. 

"Now, there seems to be kind of a 
dearth of volunteer groups," he said. 
"It just seems like there's appeals now 
by pastors (of burned churches) that 
are going unfilled." 

TV about living trusts. Often­
times, the solicitation comes in the 
form of a free meal at a nearby 
motel or restaurant to hear about 
how you can avoid probate and 
save taxes. 

This is not to say none of those 
are worthy of attending, but it is 
to say beware and be sure you 
know what you are doing, and that 

She then proceeded 
to tell me a man was 
coming to her house at 
1 p.m. to execute a !iv- . 
ing trust, and she did not 
know what to do. She 
thought she would just 
not go to the door when 
he came. I asked her 
about the man and how 
this appointment came 
to be. She said she had 
returned a form she re­

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION 

you are going for infor­
mation only, and not to 
make any decisions or 
appointments on the 
spot. We know people 
who have been poorly 
advised into executing 
revocable living trusts 
whose circumstances 
did not justify the cost 
of that planning tech­
nique. 

ceived in the mail about Barry Allen 
living trusts, then a 
woman called her and arranged 
the appointment. 

I suggested she call the man 
with whom she had the appoint­
ment, inform him she wanted to 
cancel, apologize for the inconve­
nience and thank him for his in­
terest in helping her. I offered my 
assistance if she received any 
strong resistance from him. 

I share that incident to caution 
you about the various solicitations 
you will receive in the mail, in the 
newspaper, by telephone and on 

Laurie Valentine, our 
trust counsel, has devel-
oped a seminar titled, 

"The Truth About Probate and 
Living Trusts" for the sole pur­
pose of assisting you and your fel­
low church members in under­
standing what is involved and 
what circumstances justify con­
sideration of a revocable living 
trust. Call her toll-free to arrange 
the seminar for your church or 
senior adult group. 

Barry Allen is president of the Kentucky 
Baptist Foundation, 10605 Shelbyville 
Road, Louisville, KY 40223; (888) 254-
5701; www.kybaptistfoundation.org 



Communicating 
Kentucky Baptist Homes for 

Children is proud of our ministry, 
and we devote a great deal of time 
and energy through our communis 
cations department and speakers 
bureau to get our message out. 

Knowing this, I am surprised at 
times when messages we send so 
consistently fail to get through. Per­
haps I shouldn' t be surprised. Com­

equals approximately 75 percent of 
the actual cost. Our donors make up 
the remainder and provide addition­
al money for religious activities and 
other programs. 

Is state reimbursement for our 
services a bad thing? KBHC's track 
record speaks for itself. The com­
monwealth recognizes that we pro­
vide quality care to children and 

munication is the most 
difficult of endeavors for 
all of us. Husbands and 
wives, churches and pas­
tors, supervisors and em­
ployees, you name the 
context and communica­
tion is many times the 
greatest obstacle to suc­

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

cess. 
A specific KBHC 

message that seems to 
have problems getting 
through sometimes is the 
fact that this ministry re- Bill Smithwick 

families. The fact that 
we are unapologetically 
Christian never has been 
an obstacle. Should the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union prevail in its litiga­
tion against KBHC, or if 
the commonwealth no 
longer accepts us as we 
are, then each year hun­
dreds of children and 
teenagers will not have 
the opportunity to bene­
fit from the quality care 
and spiritual opportuni­
ties provided by KBHC. ceives public dollars. 

KBHC began receiving partial 
reimbursement for the purchase of 
care from the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky in the 1970s. Essentially, 
the state purchases our services to 
care for children in need. This ar­
rangement does not mean that the 
state controls our ministry. We pro­
vide the service to children and fam­
ilies our way, and the state pays for 
part of our costs. The reimburse­
ment rate never covers the full cost 
of care. Today, the reimbursement 

Starting a new year 
By Robert Dunston 

As you read this column, Cum­
berland College is into a new ac­
ademic year. Many of our Cum­
berland College students already 
have returned, and we are delight­
ed to see them. 

Two weeks ago, our students 
who serve as resident assistants in 

The primary beneficiary of the ar­
rangement we have with the com­
monwealth is the children, not 
KBHC. 

If you want to know more about 
this issue or any other part of our 
ministry, give me a call. I will be 
glad to communicate as best I can 
all we do and how we do it. 

Bill Smithwick is president of Kentucky 
Baptist Homes for Children. Contact KBHC 
at (800) 456-1386 or atwww.kbhc.org 

members. 
A few days after our athletes 

and sports information people re­
turned, members of the Cumber­
land College marching band ar­
rived to learn new music and pre­
pare for halftime shows. Our 
cheerleaders also came to campus 
ready to provide spirit and enthu­
siasm at our athletic events. 

the dormitories returned 
for orientation and addi­
tional training. These 
dedicated servants add 
a distinctive Christian 
touch to campus dormi­
tory life, providing a lis­
tening ear and encour­
agement to their fellow 
students. 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

Earlier this week the 
members of our campus 
activity board arrived. 
They have planned 
many activities to wel­
come our students and 
help our faculty and 
staff get to know our 
new students. They 
were joined by our 
STARS, students who 
help our new students 
adjust to college life and 

Last Monday, mem­
bers of several of our 
athletic teams returned 
to campus. We welcomed our 
football team, volleyball team, 
men's and women's soccer teams 
and cross country team back to 
campus. Athletic trainers arrived 
on campus two days earlier. The 
teams already are training hard, 
preparing for another season of 
athletic and academic competi­
tion. 

As our athletes returned, so did 
the students who work in our 
sports information department. 
Without their dedicated help, we 
could not maintain statistics or 
publicize athletic events and team 

succeed at Cumberland. 
Cumberland College exists for 

young people. We are privileged 
to work with these dedicated and 
bright young people as we seek to 
be better Christian servants and 
leaders. 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland Col­
lege, 6000 College Station Dr., 
Williamsburg, KY 40769 

SMILE 
Kudzu 

T DoN'T K~W WI-\Ai,O Do, 
t:>EBBIE-11' LOOKS LlkE 
YOUR SAM.'5 A NO-S~OW ! 

For Heaven's Sake 
IT'S GOOD TO 

E=E You HERE 
.T TH~ BALLPA 

Bible Crossword 
Across 
1 Division of opposing parties 
5 "_ thy way unto the Lord" 

(Psalms 37:5) 
8 Exclamation 
9 Small amount 
10 "_ my Father's house are 

many mansions" (John 14:2) 
11 "Jesus saith unto them, Come 

and_" (John 21 :12) 
12 Nativity set 
15 Indianapolis's state, abbr. 
16 Where Goliath was from 

(2 Samuel 21 :22) 
17 Social equal 
19 Overdose, abbr. 
20 New Testament book that follows 

Galatians, abbr. 
21 Isaiah's father (Isaiah 1 :1) 
23 Exclamation of satisfaction 
25 Sound used to attract attention 
27 Rachel's handmaid given to 

Jacob to bear a son 
(Genesis 30:3) 

29 "_ is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him" (Hebrews 
11 :6) 

30 "_ ye therefore, and teach all 
nations" (Matthew 28:19) 

31 Lower limb 
33 Legendary bird of prey 
36 Line, abbr. 
37 Time past 
38 Office of Technology Assessment 
39 Cow's noise 
40 Dover's state, abbr. 
41 "Thy word have I _ in mine 

heart" (Psalms 119:11) 

Last week's solution 

© 2000 Barbour Publishing 
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JUS, s-nc.K AROLINO, 
PREACl-\c:R - :I' LL GO 

.:ETCH SA.M .1 

DID YOU COME' OUT TO 
SHOW YoUR SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR LOYAL 
AND FAITHFUL-­
PARISHIONERS ;.:,,, 
W/40 Pt.AY oN R't 
OUR CHURCH'S • 
SOFTBALL 
T~AM? 

43 "There shall in no wise enter into 
it any thing that defileth, neither • 
whatsoever worketh " 
(Revelation 21 :27) 

47 "Why beholdest thou the _ 
that is in thy brother's eye?" 
(Luke 6:41) 

49 Where Job lived (Job 1 :1) 
50 High ranking Turkish official 
51 "He planteth an _ , and the rain 

doth nourish it" (Isaiah 44:14) 
52 Man who died after he had 

deceived the apostles 
(Acts 5:1-5) 

Down 
1 Father of Israelite spy (Numbers 

13:10) 
2 Lower part of the face 
3 Yes, Sp. 
4 Land that lies ten miles east of 

Beer-sheba (Nehemiah 11 :26) 
5 Hidden store 
6 The Philistines put five golden 

in th.e Ark of the Covenant 
as a trespass offering when they 
returned it (t Samuel 6:4) 

7 To stick, adhere 

Doug Marlette 

Mike Morgan 

ACTUAL.LY, I CAME. TO 5~6 IF 
I C.OUL-D R~COGNIZE ANY 

OF MY ''LOYAL AND FAITHFUL 
PARISMIDN~RS" 

ON OUR C~URCH'S 
SOFTBALL 

Tf=AM! 

13 Hebrew unit of measure 
(Exodus 16:36) 

14 More, suffix 
16 Leave 
18 Steal 
21 Solomon planted these trees in 

terraces up to the temple 
(2 Chronicles 9:11) 

22 City of David (2 Chronicles 5:2) 
24 Circle of light 
26 Herod's wife and sister-in-law 

(Luke 3:19) 
28 Not him 
32 Elisha's servant (2 Kings 4:12) 
34 Begins with Genesis and ends 

with Malachi, abbr. 
35 Pertaining to the body 
36 Unwilling 
37 Arab country 
40 "My meat is to_ the will of 

him that sent me" (John 4:34) 
42 Pronoun for a thing 
44 "_ still, and know that I am 

God" (Psalms 46:10) 
45 Joshua's father (Joshua 1 :1) 
46 King of Bashan (1 Kings 4:19) 
47 Mother 
48 Old style, abbr. 
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WORLD VIEW 
■ Magaziri~ polk Mµth~r Teresa India's 'greatest citizen ... ' 
ifyiottferTe,-esa/iheGatholic nun famous for her outreach to 
rthe poor iri t~e slums'ot·Calcutta, has been voted India's 
greatest citizen in a magazine poll. The survey, published by 
"Outlook"magazine,named Mother Teresa as the greatest 
Indian since' the country's independence in 1947. The results 
were based on more than 50,.000 responses. The well-known 
nun, ,who was an Albanian ancl eventually became an Indian 
citizen, won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979: She died in 1997 
at age 87. 

■ J.ews forJesusbl~cked fromwork In Ukraine. Ukraine, 
already knqwn for ittteuding Christian groups, has been the 
scene this summ¢t of an intense, sometimes violent struggle 
between two Jewish:,ortented groups, one conducting a street 
campaign to convert Je'Als to Christianity and the other trying 
to block that.effort. Jews for Jesus, the San Francisco~based 
evangelicaLCh'ristian group, managed to hand out nearly 1.5 
million leaflets to pedestrians in the cities of Kiev and 
Dnepropetrovsk .. By late July, however, activists from the 
Moscow-based fy1~gen David·League effectively stopped Jews 
tor Jesus by getting,Dnepropetrovsk authorities to forbid,any 
more street evangelism< 

■ forufT!: :.QIJptatii cbange 'moral and religious issue.' .... 
,fv1ore ~ha~,.ZQ Christi~ri leaders, scientists and policy-makers 
regentlyeog◊rseq .a dectaraMn<calling hum~p-inqpced ..... . 
.. • qte QJi.aqge a•:"1Jl9fal apq. religious .JS$Ue't at a meeting Jr 

·rd1 EqgJ.~n.d;/';~e,,~~~ t9.rum paftipiparits},r,~cogniz~•·• tpe .... 
• • • • • • '1•n4m~g-induced cHmates.qh~nge; • 

• • q.~iIR,lt~~ffij6~l1E 1~:ef'~r~ 
I t f.1.t PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 
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The biggest day of the year 
There are many exciting events during the year: 

homecoming, graduation, yearbook dedication, 
Christmas break, the last game of the year and 
more, but no event equals the first day of school. 

For more than three months we have been plan­
ning, working and preparing for one big day. It is 
the most physically and emotionally exhausting 
day of our year. It is no small feat to begin the 
school year and have hundreds of students move 
back onto our campus. 

Students who have been here before • 
have-been making plans to return. Not 
only have they been shopping for 
clothes and school supplies like most 
kids, but they also have been shopping 
for many more things: a hot pot to cook 
noodles and soup, a fan to help keep 
cool in the dorms, pictures of family and 
friends, foot locker. And no list would 
be complete without a stereo. There is 
a big difference between getting ready 
for school while you live at home and 

• getting ready to go to a boarding school. 
Nearly 100 new dorm students be­

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

country, what grades they are in, what their inter­
ests and hobbies are and any other information 
we have to help us place the new students. 

I am sure some did not sleep much the first 
night. It's difficult to sleep in a room with three 
strangers, one of whom may be snoring. Leam­
ing to share space with three roommates for the 
first time can be quite a challenge. And then there 
are those smelly tennis shoes. 

Teachers have been busy putting up posters 
and decorating their rooms. Lesson 
plans have been ready for weeks. There 
have been those endless meetings and 
instructions. 

Some new rules have been added 
and a few old rules have been removed. 
Yes, the students can wear hats to 
school. No, they cannot wear them in 
the classrooms. No, they do not have to 
go to breakfast. Yes, they have to be at 
school on time. Yes, they can hold 
hands. No, they cannot kiss. 

gan their first day at Oneida Aug. 18. W.F. Underwood 

Every teacher and house parent is 
reminded to exercise great patience for 
the next few weeks. Some of these new 
students will settle in right away and We have been talking to prospective 

students all summer about the possibility of com­
ing to Oneida. Many questions have been asked 
and answered. It is one thing to come for a visit in 
June or July; it is quite another to pack up and 
come in August. Many who were not nervous in 
the June or July interview were a little more emo­
tional as they were moving their things into the 
dorm. 

Every new student is put in a room with young 
people who are returning students. Great effort is 
made to match every new student with roommates 
who have things in common. We consider things 
like whether the new students are from the city or 

never get homesick. Most however, not only will 
get homesick, but also will wish they were back 
home. 

It is not easy for an 11- or 12-year-old to be 
away from home. It is not easy for many 18-year­
olds either. Leaming to do one's laundry, eating 
food that mom did not cook, getting used to new 
teachers and new rules all make for a challenging 
time for faculty, staff and students. 
Reprinted from WR, Aug. 27, 1996 
W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www.oneida 
school. org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org 
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Ohio pastor honored by Clear Creek faculty 
The Clear Creek faculty has se­

lected Columbus, Ohio, pastor 
Ronald Hopkins to honorary mem­
bership in Delta Epsilon Chi, honor 
society of the Accrediting Associa­
tion of Bible Colleges. The honor 
is awarded to graduates who exhib­
it outstanding intellectual achieve­
ment, Christian character and lead­
ership ability. Hopkins graduated 
with honors from Clear 

demic board member of Vision 
Christian Bible College. In 1999-
2000 he was president of Ohio Bap­
tist Pastors and Wives Conference. 

While a student at Clear Creek, 
Hopkins was class president for 
four years and faculty assistant to 
Tommy Holtzclaw and Louis Mc­
Call. At graduation he received the 
evangelism/discipleship award. 

Creek in 1983. 
Hopkins became pas­

tor of Briggs Road Bap­
tist Church in 1986. Bi-

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

Ron and Karen Hop­
kins have two children 
and seven grandchildren. 

"My experience at 

ble study attendance at 
the church has grown 
from 88 to 450. The Ohio 
Baptist Convention has 
recognized the congrega­
tion nine times as a pace­
setter in evangelism. The 
church sponsors a Cam­
bodian and a Hispanic 

• W ' 

Clear Creek was the sin­
gle most life-changing 
Christian experience of 
my life," Hopkins said. 
"It was more than text­
books, studies and ex­
ams. I discovered a bond 
of relationships that I will 
have the rest of my life. 
Our professors became 
our friends, our inspira­
tion and our mentors for 

ministry and has entered Bill Whittaker 
its second major building --­
program. Hopkins previously was 
pastor of Northeast Baptist in West­
erville, Ohio, and New Prospect 
Baptist in Manchester, Ky. 

life in the ministry. Each taught us 
beyond the classroom by their per­
sonal experiences, gifts, talents and 
personalities .... I will never forget 
them and realize I could never re­
pay them for their love, patience 
and understanding. Any success in . 
ministry is due to God's blessing 
and my mentors at Clear Creek and 
their faithfulness to God's calling 
and my family's Jove and support." 
Bill Whittaker is president of Clear Creek 
Baptist Bible College, Pineville, KY 40977 

In 1999 Hopkins founded Part­
nership Ministry, a coalition of 
Westside Columbus churches 
working together to meet commu­
nity needs. He served three years on 
the steering committee for Mission 
Columbus, organizing churches to 
reach the city for Christ. Hopkins 
was a visiting instructor and aca-



BOOKS/TV 
Send The Light: Lottie Moon's Letters 
and Papers. Keith Harper. Mercer Uni­
versity Press, 2002. 458 pages. $22. 
♦♦♦♦ (out of five) 

As a child, growing up in a mis­
sion-minded Baptist church, I heard 
the story of how Lottie Moon literally 
gave her life for the children of Chi­
na. As a student at Southern Seminary, 
I used to pass by the Lottie Moon 
Room and see her stern face looking 
down from the portrait that hung near 
the exact desk (or was it a copy?) that 
she used in China. But, who was Lot­
tie Moon? 

Keith Harper, a profes­
sor at Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 
Wake Forest, N.C., helps 
answer that question in his 
compilation of letters Lot­
tie Moon wrote to the lead­
ers of the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board and 
to friends and family, as 
well as articles she wrote for 
The Foreign Mission Journal. 

Through these letters and articles, 
we get a glimpse, not only of the ear­
ly days of Southern Baptist foreign 
missions, but of the convictions and 
temperament of this Baptist "saint." 
She had definite opinions about all 
aspects of missions work: funding, 
missionary recruitment, strategic de­
cisions under consideration by the 
Foreign Mission Board, and even 
some of her colleagues. What is more, 
she was not afraid to express them, 
sometimes gently and at times sharp­
ly and in great detail. 

One cannot help but wonder if a 
woman could be so forthright with her 
superiors in today's climate. 

For those who find peering into the 
world and thoughts of a seminal fig­
ure in Baptist missions fascinating, 
"Send the Light" is an exhaustive en­
counter. Jim Holladay 

1wqs*liMI 

Soul Searchers: Anthology of Spiri­
tual Journeys. Compiled by Teresa de 
Bertodano. William B. Eerdmans Pub­
lishing, 2001. 255 pages. $25. ♦♦♦♦ 

This is a wonderful book, full of 
inspiring stories of people and their 
journeys of faith. 

The book is divided into three sec­
tions that represent the three journeys 
of life as proposed by Gerald 
O'Collins in his book "Second Jour­
ney": the beginning years, middle 
years and final stage of life. 

The journeys that are presented are 
primarily biographical and 
autobiographical, although 
some fictional journeys are 
presented. Teresa de Ber­
todano contributes brief 
(one paragraph) introduc­
tions to the person and then 
turns immediately to the 
written account of the par­
ticular person's journey. 

Many of the names will 
be familiar, such as Abra­

ham, Maya Angelou, Anne Frank, 
Jesus, C.S. Lewis, Billy Graham and 
John Wesley. But others are what 
would be considered minor characters 
in the history of religion. The accounts 
of their journeys, however, are not 
minor and add much to the under­
standing of the human spirit and its 
dealings with issues of faith. 

The fact that I do not know all the 
people presented and that they are not 
restricted to American journeys, 
makes this anthology such a welcome 
addition. 

De Bertodano has done the preach­
er and the teacher a great service by 
providing ample illustrative material. 
But beyond that, she has presented 
material to inspire all those searching 
for God because somewhere in her 
book one is surely going to find some­
one who is on the same or near the 
same journey. Wayne Hager 
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Drowning in Shallow Water: The 
Hope of Colossians for Today's 
Culture. Timothy Owings. Smyth & 
Helwys Publishing, 2002. 172 pages. 
♦♦♦ 

"In my judgment," Timothy Ow­
ings writes in the introduction to 
"Drowning in Shallow Water," "the 
contemporary church is much like the 
not-quite-seeing man in Bethsaida 
(Mark 8:22-26). We have had a first 
touch from Jesus-enough to save us? 
Give us spiritual confidence? Provide 
us with enough 'answers' to be ob­
noxious?- but have gone off 
with blurred visions, leav­
ing Jesus to go south to a 
cross we'd rather avoid .... 
We must reconnect with 
Jesus." 

Owings, pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Augusta, 
Ga., believes Paul's letter to 
the Colossians furnishes 
both the insight and chal­
lenge necessary to help the 
contemporary church stop splashing 
in shallow spirituality and launch out 
into the deep waters of grace. "Drown­
ing in Shallow Water" grew out of a 
series of sermons Owings preached, 
which he then expanded into book 
form during a study leave. . 

The first four chapters of the book 
move sequentially through the four 
chapters of Colossians. The last six 
chapters jump around through Colos­
sians. Because Owings encourages the 
reader to read straight through Colos­
sians before reading "Drowning," I 
found the book's organization some­
what distracting. 

Despite its limitations, Owings 
book brings out aspects of Paul's let­
ter that I had not encountered before. 
Anyone preaching or teaching out of 
Colossians will find a lot of help in 
applying the text to the contemporary 
scene. Jim Holladay 

A Woman's Garden of Prayer. Sarah 
Maddox and Patti Webb. Broadman & 
Holman Publishers, 2002. 134 pages. 
$14.99. A Woman's Garden of Prayer 
Journal. 128 pages. $11.99. ♦♦ 

A plethora of books and their com­
panion journals for Christian women 
exist in the marketplace. 

So many, in fact, that the challenge 
of producing something in this genre 
is finding a way to make the material 

-seem fresh while keeping to the for­
mula of glossy pages, pretty pictures, 
prayers and easily-digestible spiritual 

information. 
"A Woman's Garden of 

Prayer" succeeds at this, 
finding a way to mix Bible 
verses, short devotionals 
and tips on gardening in a 
well-organized fashion. 
The gardening metaphor is 
everywhere, from chapter 
names like "Applying 
God's Fertilizer" to the bo­
tanical illustrations. 

The tips at the end of the chapters 
are probably the bestthing about the 
book. Pithy bits of gardening advice 
tell readers such information as "ap­
ples retard the growth of spring bulbs" 
or "when planting geraniums, add 1/2 
cup of Epsom salts to the soil" fol­
lowed by spiritual advice like "Re­
member the three A's a man needs 
from his wife: Acceptance, Affirma­
tion and Adoration" and "Ask God to 
bring to mind today someone who is 
going through a changing season." 

"A Woman's Garden of Prayer 
Journal" is a perfectly matched com­
panion to the book with lots of lined 
pages, dreamy photographs of flower 
bouquets and thematic prayers. 

Women who enjoy a little garden­
ing with their devotions will greatly 
enjoy this book, and it is a nice addi­
tion to the genre that many women 
will enjoy. Victoria Moon 

By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C.; 
Jim Holladay, pastor of 
Lyndon Baptist Church 
in Louisville; and Victoria 
Moon, librarian for Deer 
Park Baptist Church in 
Louisville. They welcome 
feedback or suggestions 
for book reviews. 
Contact them via e-mail 
at: jwhager@surry.net, 
docholladay01@aol.com 
or victoria.moon 
@earthlink.net 
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Some fans upset by Davey & Goliath's comeback in Mountain Dew ads 1l 
By Kevin Eckstrom 
Religion News Service 

CHICAGO (HNS)-lt's a moral dilemma 
that Davey Hansen himself might have 
wrestled With: Can the posterboy for 
wholesome values sell his image to the 
advertising gods of Madison Avenue and 
keep his soul intact? 

Last year, the Evangelical Lutherap 
Church in America decided to resurrect the 
animated "Davey and Goliath" characters 
after 25 years in pop culture purgatory. The 
basic plan was to raise $4 million to create 
new episodes of the feel-good children's 
series thatfan from 1960-1975. 

Under an agreementearlier this year, 
Mountai~ Dew bought the rights to the 
characters for a 30-second-TV ad. Church 
leaderl, ~eralded the agreement as Phase 
One inD~yey's big cd'rpegack. 

But now, sonie chufoh members are 
upset that the little boy and his talking dog 
are being used to sell soda, not the gospel. 

"I think when you have a. mission and 
~es sag~ as qitical as :th.e witness to qpri~t, 
and yon have a vehicle ilke .. Davey and " );f 
Goliath, .can me (old-fashioned) but I don't 
think you compromise it," said minister 
Dave Wasemann of Manassas, Va. 

in an entertaining way." The resolution especially when they involve charges of 
asked the ELCA's Church Council to commercialism. 
investigate. "I grew up on Davey ... and I believe in. 

Soon after, the Northeastern Iowa the importance and power otQavey and '1 
Synod passed a similar resolution, whic~ Goliath as a symbol of the gospel," Shafer ' 
said the ad "portrays parenting, language said. "I would never do anything to 
and actions that are inconsistent and in besmirch the Davey reputation." 
conflict with the values of the ELGA." The Shafer said the Mountain Dew ad was 
resolution said no more deals should be only intended to provide seeg money for 
signed unless.the Church Council and other ventures. Two nevv; .. chGtchtSPonsored 

DAVEY & GOLIATH & THE BISHOP Mark Hanson, church bishops are consulted. . ads feature Davey searchingJor/Lutheran 
presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran .. Gar)(, Hatcher o'. G_reene, lmya, s~1d the ch~rches on the . Internet.- Ne~ comes a 
Church in America, poses with Davey and Goliath. hosed la~guage 1s mappropna~e .. T~er? senes of plush dolls, action figures and 
The church is trying to revive the oavey and are people m the chur~h who said 1t d1~n t book deals. .. . . .. . . 
Goliath characters but some church members are bother them, that thats the world we hve Hatcher can follow the eqq~;:Jq~ny-the-... 
upset that the boy and his-iJog ·were used in an in and people talk and act that way. Our means logic, but said he still,disagrees. "I 
irreverent Mountain Dew commercial. ,. response was yes, that's true, but it . understand that thinking, bur9ur argument 

• doesn't mean we as Christians should act • is that how you get to a place'js as 
What hasWasemann upset is the ad's and talk that way." , important as ttie place you arrive at" 

storyline, in which Dav~yand a friend < Sixty-five episodes and six specials of .· . Even though the charact~r~ ~ve faded< ? 
wrestlf9yer .. a.c~m of Mountain Dew. ~ .~~/·•·. "pavey c1n9 Goliath'' were P[Oduced • . ••+xzl,from the spotUgpt, passiotj~,~tm;g~ep. , . )"',;! 
co. nfr9nte.d by hrs father •.. D• avey ~polog1z~~.·.··· between_1960 and 1975. Da.· v~y and his 11 among fans. Cb·· .. • .. ··.urch members··•·.•.·.'W .. ·h ... o support ·; 
• and his fc!.ther guzzles the soda himself. ; dog, Goliath, were created using "stop the comeback say the <:hurchJ1adJo take l 
His frlen,g asks what happened, and Dc1vey . motion" animation, similar to claymation. some risks in order to introdgce the •• 
says, "We got hosed." • • • Each episode featured easy-to-digest characters to a new generafioirof children. 

In Jymn'NasefOann'§;regional M~trq .· }~ssons on ethics and mora[ity. ... /. "If you had people afffii •• 
'' WashingJ9ri;Synoct ·passed1a r~solution ... ;ix r ' Eric Shc1fer, the church'sdire·ctoPofi: • ·t/$:J1anything fotJ~a(;thatsotn 

that said the Mountain Dew ad "conflicts' communications and an avid Davey fan, is ·w • offended, theri you end up t 
with the purpose of uplifting moraldessons the man behind the new Davey campaign. paralyzed," sa,id Bishop Roy Almqui~t of the 
... designed to affirm a child's faith in God. He said h~ takes the conce.rns seriously, -Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod. 

i.'j,o.Q-!,.'<';_ ..... ,$:::,;» 
,.::, . 

. ;.;.~,: . ..-M'~· 
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PRAYER 
PARTNERS 

Please pray for these 
people and projects, 

which are part of 
Kentucky Baptists' 

partnership with Baptists 
in Poland, Europe and 

New England: 

■ Efforts to produce the 
"Jesus" video in the 
Corsican language. 
Many Corsicans in 

France will not listen to 
the gospel in French, but 

might be open to it in 
their heart language, 

missionaries write. 

■ A new "Alpha" 
discipleship group that 

recently began in the 
home of Baptist 

representatives Joe and 
Chair Vasquez in the 

Canary Islands. Pray that 
the hearts of group 

members "will be 
softened" to the thought 

that they can have a 
personal relationship 

with God through faith in 
Jesus Christ during the 

12-week course, 
missionaries request. 

■ The 3.2 million people 
in northwest Spain who 
are part of the Gallegos 

people group. Less than 
.0018 percent of the 
group are believers, 

writes Baptist 
representative 
Linda Barnet. 

■ Zuyeva, a Russian 
woman who recently 

became a believer. 

■ Sergei and Tonya, 
two Russian believers 

who are teaching 
inductive Bible study 

classes in their 
hometown. 

CONSTRUCTION: Building? 
Consultant with 20+ years design and 
project management experience will 
assist your church in reaching its goals 
for facilities growth. Brian Harris: 
(859) 749-3561; 745-4800. 

FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, Fla. 
Two-bedroom, 2-bath condo for va­
cation rental. Large pool, tennis 
courts, canoe, kayak, screened porch, 
lc:>Vely beach. www.sanibelcondo.net. 
Call Pat, (502) 895-8752. 

FOR SALE: Buses and easy-ac­
cess shuttle vans with center aisles. No 
CDL required. Call American Bus & 
Accessories, Inc., (800) 582-7118. 

FOR SALE: Church pews for 
church or funeral home use. Very nice 
condition; seven 21-foot pews; three 
18-foot pews. Call Philip or Ken at 
(502) 266-9655. 

FOR SALE: 1984 Ford 25-pas­
senger church bus. One owner; only 
72,500 miles; well maintained. Ask­
ing $2,875 . Phone: (859) 586-6529. 

FOR SALE: Church pews. 
Curved oak with padded burgundy 
seat and back. Possibly 16 or more 
eight to 14-foot lengths. Clay City 
Baptist Church, PO Box 544, Clay 
City, KY 40312, or call (606) 663-
2091 or 663-2793. 

HEALTH: Affordable healthcare. 
Pre-existing conditions accepted. 
Only $54.95/month, entire family. 
Doctors, hospitals, prescriptions, vi­
sion, dental and more. The non-insur­
ance solution. Call toll-free: (877) 
889-8844. www.healthcaredeal.net. 

SEEKING: Housing manager for 
campus facilities, including 550 on­
campus and 250 off-campus spaces. 
BA in business management or mar­
keting and 2-5 years related experi­
ence preferred. Customer service and 
management skills required. Property 
management, collection skills and 
Section 42 knowledge a plus. Mid­
$30s plus generous benefits. Send re­
sume to: personnel@sbts.edu or Per­
sonnel Services, SBTS, 2825 Lexing­
ton Road, Louisville, KY 40280. 

SEEKING: Part-time children's 
minister. Alton Baptist Church, 1321 
Bypass North, Lawrenceburg, KY 
40342. If interested, send resume to 
listed address, fax to (502) 839-3488 
or call (502) 839-3487. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
music for Fem Creek Baptist Church. 
Send resume to: Fem Creek Baptist 
Church, PO Box 91146, Louisville, 
KY 40291, Attn: Search Committee. 

SEEKING: Teachers for Blue: 
grass Baptist School in Lexington: 
Middle school (7th and 8th) English 
and math teacher; high school English 
teacher; keyboarding and computer 
literacy teacher. Call: (859) 272-1217. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
Willow Grove Baptist Church in Dan­
ville, Ky. Send resume to: Search 
Committee, 857 Godbey Lane, Dan­
ville, KY 40422. 

SEEKING: Growing church in 
Lexington prayerfully seeks a full­
time minister of music and children. 
Responsibilities include leading wor­
ship through music, directing both 
adult and children's choirs, and over­
seeing children's education and rec­
reation. Interested candidates should 
submit resumes to Search Committee, 
Chevy Chase Baptist, PO Box 22113, 
Lexington, KY 40502. 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
SEEKING: Flexible, part-time ad­

ministrative assistant; proficient in 
Microsoft Office, Publi:,her and will­
ing to learn database system (ACS). 
Send resume to Hope Simpson, CBC, 
PO Box 70, Crestwood, KY 40014, 
or fax: (502) 241-0251. No phone 
calls please. 

SEEKING: Bivocational pastor 
for small church in Pike County. Send 
resume to: Pulpit Committee, PO Box 
83, Regina, KY 41559. 

SEEKING: Associate pastor for 
students and young adults. Theologi­
cally moderate church in Northern 
Kentucky/Cincinnati metro area seeks 
an innovative, evangelistic, egalitari­
an team-builder. Church has potential 
to reach urban kids in Covington and 
suburban kids nearby. Full support of 
the church and a dynamic new pastor 
to try whatever works. Prefer semi­
nary graduate. Contact Latonia Bap­
tist Church, Box 15103, Covington, 
KY 41015. Fax: (859) 431-1208. E­
mail: StHollaway@aol.com. 

SEEKING: Baptist Life Commu­
nities is accepting applications and 
resumes for director of Bullittsburg 
Camp and Retreat Center. The direc­
tor would be responsible for oversee­
ing the facilities and groups that use 
the camp. The camp averages more 
than 100 group visits per year. This is 
a full-time position with benefits avail­
able. Mail resumes to: Baptist Tow­
ers, 800 Highland Ave., Covington, 
KY 41011, Attn: Human Resources, 
or call (859) 491-3800 for more in­
formation. 

SEEKING: Lynn Camp Baptist is 
prayerfully seeking a part-time wor­
ship leader and a part-time youth lead­
er. Anyone interested, please send re­
sume to: Search Committee, LCBC, 
PO Box 306, Gray, KY 40734. 

SEEKING: Full-time youth and 
recreation minister. Minimum: col-· 
lege; experienced; spiritually mature; 
good people skills. Send resume to: 
Mill Creek Baptist Church, 1182 
South Jones, Radcliff, KY 40160, 
Attn: Youth and Recreation Search 
Committee chairman. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth min­
ister/children's director. Send resume 
to: Search Committee, Kelly Baptist 
Church, 7775 Madisonville Road, 
Hopkinsville, KY 42240. Phone: 
(270) 886-7399. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church, 
Middlesboro, Ky., is receiving re­
sumes for the position of full-time 
minister of music and outreach. A 
master's degree from an accredited 
graduate school or seminary is pre­
ferred. Salary will be based on educa­
tion and experience. First Baptist 
Church is affiliated with CBF, SBC 
and ABC. Submit resumes to: Dr. 
Chuck Summers, First Baptist 
Church, PO Box 839, Middlesboro, 
KY 40965. 

SEEKING: Full-time associate 
pastor with emphasis in the areas of 
youth and children for First Baptist 
Church, Middlesboro, Ky. Candidate 
should have at least a bachelor's de­
gree. Salary will be based on educa­
tion and experience. First Baptist 
Church is affiliated with CBF, SBC 
and ABC. Submit resumes to: Dr. 
Chuck Summers, First Baptist 
Church, PO Box 839, Middlesboro, 
KY 40965. 

SEEKING: Associate pastor/ 
youth, children and family ministry. 
Friendly and loving Southern Bap­
tist church seeks associate pastor to 
work with youth, children and fam­
ilies. Education and experience in 
this area of ministry is desired. 
Please send resume to: McCabe 
Memorial Baptist Church, 107 
Clearview Drive, Martinsville, VA 
24112, Attn: L.D. Oakes. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister to 
students (first grade through college) 
If interested, please send resume to: 
Cecilia Baptist Church, 416 East Main 
St., Cecilia, KY 42724. For a job de­
scription, please call (270) 862-4228. 

SEEKING: Full-time youth and 
music director. Responsibilities will 
be primarily with youth; music re­
sponsibilities will include Sunday 
morning and evening worship, 
Wednesday evening hymn service 
and one cantata a year. Pay and bene­
fits commensurate with position. Send 
resume to: Personnel Committee, First 
Baptist Church, 302 North Magnolia 
St., Tompkinsville, KY 42167. 

SEEKING: We are prayerfully 
seeking a full-time minister of youth. 
This would include grades 7-12. 
Please submit resume to: Lancaster 
Baptist Church, 201 Richmond St., 
Lancaster, KY 40444. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church, 
Williamsburg, Ky., seeks a qualified 
interim minister of music. The candi­
date should be skilled and experienced 
in the calling of worship planning, 
choir direction and congregational 
leading. Using a chorally based wor­
ship service, our intention is to offer 
excellent and creative worship oppor­
tunities for our congregation and com­
munity, ultimately glorifying and 
praising God. Please send resume to: 
Personnel Committee, FBC, 230 
South 5th St., Williamsburg, KY 
40769, or call the church office: (606) 
549-0280. 

SEEKING: Qualified interim 
minister of youth and college students 
for First Baptist Church, Williams­
burg, Ky. The candidate should be 
skilled in the calling of student minis­
try. Interim will work closely with the 
pastor and should be able to dedicate. 
himself/herself to relationship minis­
try. Please send resume to: Personnel 
Committee, FBC, 230 South 5th St., 
Williamsburg, KY 40769, or call the 
church office: (606) 549-0280. 

SEEKING: Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Church, Campbellsville, Ky., is seek­
ing a part-time minister of music. We 
are seeking the person God wants to 
lead our church in church music for 
all age groups. The candidate will be 
responsible for the overall music min­
istry of the church, along with the de­
velopment and promotion of music 
ministries. The candidate must be able 
to plan and lead multiple worship ser -
vices incorporating traditional and 
contemporary music selections. Sub­
mit resumes to: Minister of Music 
Search Committee, Pleasant Hill Bap­
tist Church, 6380 Old Lebanon Road, 
Campbellsville, KY 42718. 

SEEKING: Bivocational pastor 
for small church in rural area. Send 
resume and references to: Pulpit Com­
mittee, Welfare Baptist Church, 476 
W Cumberland Ave., Jamestown, KY 
42629. 

SEEKING: Part-time director of 
music, ·calvary Hill Baptist Church, 
Stanford, Ky. For more information, 
call (606) 365-7584, or submit resume 
to: PO Box 482, Stanford, KY 40484. 

SEEKING: The Youth Ministry 
Search Committee of First Baptist 
Church in Bowling Green, Ky ., is 
broadening its search for a youth min­
ister (grade 7-university) to include 
individuals with a minimum of an 
undergraduate degree and 3-5 years 
experience in youth church work. 
Please submit a resume to: First Bap­
tist Church, 621 E 12th Ave., Bowl­
ing Green, KY 42101, Attn: Steve 
Snodgrass. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
preschool/child development center 
director for Fern Creek Baptist 
Church. Send resume to: FCBC, PO 
Box 91146, Louisville, KY 40291, 
Attn: Search Committee. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
High Street Baptist Church. Send re­
sume to: Search Committee, High 
Street Baptist Church, 102 Bourne 
Ave., Somerset, KY 42501. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor (SBC 
affiliation). Please send resumes and/ 
or recommendations to: Pastor Search 
Committee, Calvary Baptist Church, 
96 Calvary Church Road, Corbin, KY 
40701. 

SEEKING: Lewis Lane Baptist 
Church, Owensboro, Ky., is accepting 
resumes through Aug. 31 for the po­
sition of full-time minister of music 
with the additional ministry area of 
adult education. Lewis Lane is an 
evangelical church moving toward a 
blended style of worship (gospel, 
hymns, praise/worship, contempo­
rary). Experience and a master's de­
gree from an accredited graduate 
school or seminary are preferred. 
Please send resumes to: Sue Traut­
wein, chair, Minister of Music Search 
Committee, 2600 Lewis Lane, 
Owensboro, KY 42301. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
Northside Baptist Church in Science 
Hill, Ky. The church averages 85 in 
Sunday school and 120 in worship. If 
interested, send resume to PO Box 
129, Science Hill, KY 42553. 

SEEKING: Ormsby Heights Bap­
tist Church, Louisville, Ky., is receiv­
ing resumes for the position of minis­
ter of music. This position is full time 
with the possible addition of a second 
ministry area (education, missions, 
administration, etc.) to be determined 
by the candidate's interests, experi­
ence and skills. Ormsby Heights is a 
conservative church with a blended 
style of worship (gospel, hymns, 
praise/worship, contemporary) and a 
very strong interest in developing con­
temporary worship opportunities tar­
geting young adults. Please send re­
sumes to: Ormsby Heights Baptist 
Church, 2120 Lower Hunters Trace, 
Louisville, KY 40216. 

SERVICES: America's fastest 
growing Christian long distance com­
pany. No monthly service charge; 4.9 
cents per minute; 6-second billing. 
Toll-free: (866) 587-8346. www. 
covenantphoneservice.com. Agent 
opportunity available. 

WANTED: Used portable baptist­
ry to purchase for new church start. 
Contact Larry Frisby, Freedom 
Church, (270) 789-2000. 

• 
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Mountains to the Mississippi 

versary Sept. 28-29. Jim Lantrip is 
pastor. 
■ MOREHEAD-First Church or­
dained Lane Cowsert as a deacon 
Aug. 11. Don Mantooth is pastor. 

Compiled by staff 

■ BAGDAD-Family Baptist 
Church recently called Tony Stinnett 
as pastor. 
■ CADIZ-Ponderosa Church called 
John Mitchell as associate pastor. 
■ DeMOSSVILLE-Gardnersville 
Church called Cal Adams as pastor. 
He previously was pastor of Mount 
Freedom Church in Harrodsburg. 
■ ELIZABETHTOWN-Severns 
Valley Church honored Peggy Tho­
mas Aug. 11 for 10 years of service 
as child development center director. 
■ FREDONIA-First Church Ii-. 
censed Jason Landreth to the gos­
pel ministry. 
■ GRAND RIVERS-Iuka Church 
ordained Andrew Sexton to the gos­
pel ministry Aug. 18. 
■ GREENSBURG-Greensburg 
Church will host a "Simply Gospel" 
concert by the Greensburg Commu­
nity Choir Sept. 7, 6 p.m. For infor-

Campbellsville 
recei'(es major 
gift far ,chapel 

CAMPBELLSVILLE­
Campbellsville Universityere­
cently received a$1 million gift 
toward the construction ofa new 
chapel. 

The gift, by Louisville trustee 
George Ransdell and his wife, 
Marie, represents the largest cap­
ital gift to date for the school, ac­
cording to President.Mike Cart­
er. 

"Words cannot express our 
deepest gratitude," Carnpbell told 
the school's trustees recently. 
''Their commitment clearly is a i 
pivotal moment-in the life,of ·, 
Campbellsville University." •• 

Carter said that the university 
now will launch a , fund-raising 
campaign to raise the remainder 
of th~ project's funding. "Our 
goal fof the chapel is going to be 
approximately $3 million with 
another $750,000 to build the 
school of theology," Carter said. 

"As soon as we raise the 
funds, we will immediately begin 
plans for construption. The uni­
versity will also pursue funds to 
name the school of theology," he 
added. 

During the past 10 years, 
Campbellsville has moved its 
weekly chapel/convocation ser~ 
vices three times, as the school 
has grown from800 students to 
nearly 1,800. 

"This facility will _ allow 
Campbellsville to move our 
weekly chapel/convocation· ser­
vices fromthe gymnasium of the 
J.K. Powell Athletic Center to the 
chapel," Carter said. "Although 
people can worship and praise 
God at any time and in any place, 
"Y~ 9e1ieve it is i~JJ.yrative for us, 
a~\ ~·,Ch;istian 11:ptv('rsi ty, that 
such services, confocations, per­
formances and meetings be held 
in a facility conducive to worship 
and praise." 

mation, call Tim Hooper at (270) 932-
4495. 
■ HENDERSON-Zion Church 
called James Jones as interim pastor. 

New Hope Church ordained Pas­
tor Brian Whitman to the gospel 
ministry. 
■ LEBANON-Lebanon Church 
called David Whitlock as pastor. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Bill Johnson will 
celebrate 20 years of ministry as min­
ister of education at Crescent Hill 
Church Aug. 25. 

Gethsemane Church will celebrate 
its annual homecoming Sept. 15. 
Former interim pastor Rolfe Dorsey 
will preach at the morning service. For 
information, call (502) 969-3191. 
■ MACKVILLE-David Gifford 
resigned Aug. 4 as pastor of Mack­
ville Church. 
■ MADISONVILLE-Richland 
Church will celebrate its 165th anni-

■ PADUCAH-Friendship Church 
ordained Mike Chumbler and Jim 
Scourick as deacons Aug. 4. Jason 
Browning is pastor. 
■ PLEASUREVILLE-Earl Goff 
resigned as pastor of Orville Church 
effective Aug. 31. 
■ PRINCETON-Donaldson 
Church called Matthew Ellis as pas­
tor. 

Second Church called Jerrell 
White as interim pastor. 
■ RICHMOND-Red House 
Church called Adam Dooley as senior 
pastor. He previously was pastor of 
Freedom Church in Mount Vernon. 
■ WILMORE-Mount Freedom 
Church called Justin Hornsby as 
minister of music effective Aug. 14. 
■ WAL TON-Ray Spaulding re­
signed as minister of music at First 
Church. Matt Holleran was called as 
minister of youth. 
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Film examines plight of Middle East Christians 
By Matt Young 
Religion News Service 

WASHINGTON (RNS)- While 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has 
long been the focus of international at­
tention in the Mideast, a pro-Israeli 
French film producer claims there's 
another little-noticed struggle there of 
equal importance-between Muslim 
and Christian Palestinians. 

In "The Holy Land: Christians in 
Peril," a documentary to be released 
in September, Pierre Rehov explores 
the plight of Christianity in the Pales­
tinian territories of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Beginning at Bethlehem's Church 
of the Nativity, where Palestinian 
Muslims allegedly held Christian 
monks hostage in a five-week stand­
off with the Israeli Army that ended 
in May, the film attempts to portray 
what Rehov says is the persecution of 
Christians at the hands of extremist 
Muslims. 

"It's a story of (Christians) living 
under Islam for so many centuries as 
second-rate citizens," said Rehov, 
who is also president of the Luxem­
bourg-based World Committee for 
Justice and Peace. The group supports 
Israel and filed a criminal lawsuit 
against Yasser Arafat for genocide in 

December. 
"Some Christians are forced to sell 

their lands and shops to Muslims," 
Rehov said. If Christians don't, they 
face harassment and property damage, 
he added. 

Rabbi Arnold Resnicoff, national 
director of interreligious affairs for the 
American Jewish Committee, said 
some Christians feel unwelcome at the 
hands of Muslims. 

"Some reports seem to indicate that 
there is less freedom (for Christians) 
to practice and be proud of their reli­
gion," Resnicoff said. 

But Charles Kimball, who wrote a 
book about Christians in the Mideast 
a decade ago and is a professor of re­
ligion at Wake Forest University, said 
historically Palestinians of all creeds 
have gotten along well in the Holy 
Land. 

Palestinian Christians and Muslims 
"are very much together in (their quest 
for) Palestinian independence," Kim­
ball said. "Arafat's wife is even a 
Christian." 

But Kimball conceded that newer 
Islamist groups, including Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad, which seek to establish 
an Islamic Palestinian state instead of 
the secular one advocated by Arafat's 
Palestine Liberation Organization, 
have begun to sow the seeds of ten-

sion between Christians and Muslims 
in the region. 

As further evidence of Christian 
torment, Rehov noted that 20 years 
ago, 150,000 Christians lived in the 
Palestinian territories of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. Now only 
60,000 live there. And since 1950, 
Christians in the territories have 
dropped from 15 percent of the total 
population to 2 percent today, he said. 

While Kimball agrees that the 
number of Christians living in Pales­
tinian territories has dropped signifi­
cantly over the years, many simply 
moved to find a better life. Palestin­
ian Christians are still living in the 
same dismal conditions as other Pal­
estinians, he said-under Israeli occu­
pation. 

All in all, Rehov said, if things 
don't change for Palestinian Chris­
tians in the Holy Land, eventually 
"nobody will remember there were 
Christians living there." 

Rehov said he is making the film 
to open the eyes of Christians world­
wide to the struggles of their brothers 
and sisters in Palestine. 

The "Holy Land: Christians in Per­
il" will be distributed on the Web 
through WorldNetDaily in September 
and Rehov said he is negotiating 
broadcast deals. 

Evangelicals expect good food in heaven, poll finds 
NEW YORK (RNS)-Evangeli­

cal Protestants are the most likely of 
all Christians to believe "there will 
be plenty of good food to eat" in 
heaven, according to a new News­
week poll. 

Fifty-six percent of evangelicals 
expect to have good food in the heav­
enly afterlife, compared to 47 percent 
of all Christians. 

And in contrast to Catholics and 
other Protestants, evangelicals are 
more likely to see heaven as a place 
with material comforts where people 
will be recognizable as their earthly 
form. 

The poll of 1,000 adults, in the 
Aug. 13 edition of Newsweek, shows 
that about 40 percent of respondents 
from all three groups said they don't 

know what heaven looks like, but 
Catholics and other Protestants report­
ed they tend to see it as a garden, while 
evangelicals envision it as a city. 

Catholics are the most likely to 
think earthly actions determine wheth­
er a person goes to heaven (81 per­
cent), compared to 75 percent of evan­
gelicals and 69 percent of other Prot­
estants. 

The poll showed that, among peo­
ple who believe in heaven, Jews have 
a better chance of getting in (85 per­
cent) than Muslims (75 percent), while 
atheists (41 percent) and people who 
commit suicide (48 percent) fared 
much worse. 

The Newsweek poll also reflected 
a continuing trend that fewer people 
believe in hell than heaven. Sixty per-

cent of all Americans believe in hell, 
though that number is higher among 
evangelicals (81 percent) and Catho­
lics (66 percent) but lower among oth­
er Protestants (54 percent). 

Respondent said the "definite" oc­
cupants of hell include satan worship­
pers (53 percent), murderers (34 per­
cent), atheists (32 percent) and peo­
ple who commit suicide (20 percent), 
according to the poll. Only 17 percent 
of people who believe in hell said non­
Christians "definitely" would go to 
hell. 

The margins of error for the poll 
varied, ranging from plus or minus 4 
percentage points for those who be­
lieve in hell to plus or minus 7 per­
centage points for the smaller Catho­
lic subgroup. 

MONUMENTAL TASK 
Workers install a religious 
sculpture July 15 on the 
campus of Georgetown 
College. The 12-foot 
monument, titled L 'Chaim 
(To Life), celebrates 
Georgetown's Judea­
Christian heritage. School 
officials said the sculpture 
is the first in a series of 
works designed to 
represent the college's 
character and diversity. It 
will be dedicated Sept. 3 at 
Georgetown's opening 
convocation. 
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We Have the Answers!!! 
Who is your voice in Frankfort on important moral issues? 

The Kentucky League 

Who lobbies on behalf of more than 3,000 churches? 

The Kentucky League 

Who helps communities organize to fight against 
alcohol-related elections? 

The Kentucky League 

Who was instrumental in seeing that 10 alcohol and 
gambling bills were defeated in the 2002 General Assembly? 

The Kentucky League 

Who is one of the strongest opponents to expanding 
gambling in our state? 

The Kentucky League 

Who can you contact for information on moral 
and ethical legislation? 

The Kentucky League 

For more information, contact: 
Dr. Howard Beauman, Executive Director 

The Kentucky League on Alcohol & Gambling Problems 
2722 Crittenden Drive 
Louisville, KY 40209 

(502) 635-0002 
Email: hbeau@kentuckyleague.org 

From its inception, the purpose of the Kentucky League has been to provide a spiritual ministry by extending 
the work of the church in her concern for the total welfare of mankind and by urging Christian action on moral issues. 

Funding is provided by citizens and churches that recognize the need for our ministry. 
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