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Notice: In keeping with 
the Western Recorder's 

Christmas-season 
publishing schedule, 

there will be no paper 
next week. 
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2002 reflections: 
Catholic scandal, 
global tensions 
dominate news 

It was Catholics, not Baptists, 
who dominated religion news 
headlines in 2002. 

Roman Catholics' clergy sex­
ual abuse scandal prompted the 
Vatican to approve a revised plan 
for dealing with child sexual 
abuse among American priests. 
Fallout continues, including the 
recent resignation of high-profile 
Cardinal Bernard Law of Boston. 

Beyond the Catholic crisis, 
major religion­
related stories 
on the interna­
tional level in­
clude ongoing 

tension in the Muslim world and 
escalating Israeli-Arab conflict. 
In Southern Baptist life, issues 
ranged from unveiling an "Em­
powering Kingdom Growth" 
ministry emphasis to debate over 
affirming the 2000 Baptist Faith 
and Message. 

Significant news of the year 
included: 
■ January. President Bush 

was considered the most-admired 
man in an annual Gallup Poll. 
Others in the top five were Sec­
retary of State Colin Powell, New 
York Mayor Rudolph Giuliana, 
Pope John Paul II and Evangelist 
Billy Graham. 

In Southern Baptist life, W.A. 
Criswell, legendary pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Dallas for 
more than 50 years, died at age 
92. He was considered a major 
influence in the Southern Baptist 
Convention ' s conservative shift 
in the 1980s and '90s. 
■ February. Predicting 

"great clashes" between evangel­
icalism and Islam, Charles Col-

• son urged Christians to renew 
efforts to convert Muslims. 
"What I want is for all Muslims 
to see the love of Christ in stark 
contrast to what happened on 
9-11," said Colson, founder of 
Prison Fellowship Ministries. 

Reversing an earlier policy, 
Southern Baptist International 
Mission Board President Jerry 
Rankin asked the board's 5,100 
missionaries to sign an affirma­
tion of the SBC's 2000 Baptist 
Faith and Message statement. By 
year's end, more than 30 mission­
aries had resigned rather than 
endorse the revised faith ·state­
ment. 

Meanwhile, trustees of the 
Southern Baptist North American 
Mission Board decided that while 
the agency's Chaplaincy Com­
mission "is committed to endorse 
chaplains, both men and wom­
en," it will no longer endorse 
women who have been ordained. 
■ March. Evangelist Billy 

• Graham issued a written apo1ogy 
□ See 2002 reflections: .. . , page 6 
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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

The gift of giving · 

MOUNTAIN OUTREACH Students at Cumberland College's Mountain Outreach ministry organized the-10th annual Christmas gift day 
for local residents. Parents in need received two toys and clothing for each child. More than 1,000 children are receiving Christmas gifts 
as a result of the ministry. (Cumberland College photo by Tim Branstetter) 

Christmas ministries help others be heroes 
It's better to give than to receive, 

but what about when you have noth­
ing to give? 

Baptists throughout the common­
wealth came to the rescue this Christ­
mas, donating gifts to inmates and 
low-income families who otherwise 
wouldn't have anything to place un­
der the tree. 

One of the largest efforts is in 
Owensboro, where several churches 
take part in an annual gift drive for 
children of inmates at the Daviess 
County Jail. 

The local Daviess-McLean Baptist 
Association is continuing a tradition 
believed to have started in the 1980s. 

This year, Owensboro churches 
provided presents for 800 children, 
ages 12 and under. The 
record number surpassed It's ltetter to SANTA'S LITTLE HELPERS Mary Chamberlain and Pauline Law wrap gifts for 

children of inmates at the Daviess County Jail. Volunteers from Baptist 
churches in and around Owensboro donated gifts for 800 children. • • 

last year's previous high of 
700 gifts. 

With a modest $10 limit 
set for presents, people pur­
chased such items as watch­
es, stuffed animals, foot­
balls and basketballs. 

Volunteers delivered gifts to area 
residents Dec. 21, while 350 gifts for 
children around Kentucky and the 
nation were mailed earlier that week. 

All gifts earned tags identifying the 
inmate as the giver. Each package in­
cluded a second gift- a "Here's 
Hope" New Testament. 

'This is an example of 'It's the 
thought that counts,"' said Jerry 
Tooley, the association's director of 
missions. "You take a child who isn't 
getting that much for Christmas and a _ 
basketball or a stuffed animal means 
a lot." 

With 40 people wrapping presents 
Dec. 14 and an equal number helping 

deliver them the following 
Saturday, Tooley estimates 
60 volunteers from at least 
13 churches were involved 

in this year's effort. 
Counting those who buy presents 

boosts the number to more than 100, 
he said. 

"This is a big one," Tooley said of · 
associational activities. "You get a va­
riety of groups working together. It's 
a good thing and a unifying thing as 
well." 

The tradition began with part-time 
jail chaplain Don Bratcher in the 
1980s and early '90s. It continues un­
der Curtis Daugherty. 

(Since it now provides housing for 
inmates from other counties in the re­
gion and the state, the jail has more 
than 500 inmates, the chaplain said.) 

Daugherty, who handles the re­
quest forms, estimates 95 percent of 
the inmates want to participate in the 
program. 

Don James, pastor of Sugar Grove 
Baptist Church, helps coordinate gift 
collection from the association's 60 
churches. "Folks who work in it seem 
to get a lot of satisfaction out of it." 

Through he has helped with the 
gift-giving effort since 1996, James 
still doesn't know what to call it. Some 
people call it "jail ministry Christmas" 
or "children's Christmas," he noted, 
but nothing has stuck. 

Regardless of its label, the Sugar 
Grove pastor knows the effort reaps 
rewards. 

"What I get out of it is hearing 
about letters from the families," James 
□ See Kentucky Baptists .. . , page 3 
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Land joins call 
for Lott to resign Two Missouri entities file counter-suits 
WASHINGTON (BP)­

Richard Land, president 
of the Southern Baptist 

Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission, has 

joined the list of people 
calling for Sen. Trent 
Lott's resignation as 

Senate majority leader. 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (BP)­
Missouri Baptist College and the Mis­
souri Baptist Foundation-two of the 
five Missouri Baptist Convention in­
stitutions that adopted self-perpetuat­
ing boards-have filed counter-law­
suits against the MBC. 

Named as defendants are the MBC 
and the six Missouri Baptist churches 
that have joined in a declaratory judg­
ment petition seeking to restore the 
five entities ' accountability to MBC 
churches. The counter-lawsuits, also 
filed in Cole County Circuit Court, 
allege that the MBC nominating com­
mittee violated the MBC constitution 
by announcing its guidelines for nom­
inations. 

Mike Whitehead, the chief legal 
counsel for the MBC, said the guide­
lines "sought to give greater represen­
tation among the churches by allow­
ing a person to serve on only one 
agency board at a time and allowing a 

single church to have no more than 
two members serving on boards at one 
time." 

The guidelines also sought to se­
lect individuals who would agree to 
be supportive of the MBC and the 
Southern Baptist Convention, he said. 

Missouri Baptist College's 
counter-suit contends that the nomi­
nating committee did not consult 
enough with the college about its 
wishes for nominees. The suit also 
contends the convention did not give 
sufficient consideration to the col­
lege's requests for nominees. 

Whitehead responded that the con­
vention "did what it was clearly au­
thorized to do-elect trustees after 
consultation." 

The Missouri Baptist Foundation's 
lawsuit asks the court to rule that ev­
erything the foundation did in estab­
lishing a self-perpetuating board was 
legal and aboveboard. 

The foundation's suit describes the 
current MBC leadership as "political­
ly motivated Baptists" who have "ex­
erted great influence over the Missouri 
Baptist Convention, causing great 
concern for many Missouri Baptists." 

In a related development, Bart 
Tichenor, the former MBC attorney 
who is seeking to intervene on behalf 
of the five entities, has filed a motion 
objecting to the deposition he will be 
required to give. Tichenor affirms in 
the motion that he at "no time advised 
or counseled the defendant corpora­
tions relative to taking actions to 
amend their charters in any form or 
fashion." 

Tichenor charged that the purpose 
of the deposition is not to obtain ad­
missible evidence but is "for the pur­
pose of harassing" him because of his 
objection to the filing of the pending 
suit and because of his efforts to file a 
brief on behalf of the five entities. 

Land said he has seen 
no evidence of racial 

bigotry in the Mississippi 
Republican, but Lott's 

recent comments about 
Strom Thurmond's 

segregationist 
presidential campaign in 

1948 reveal "an 
enormous and glaring 

blind spot in his 
personal understanding 
of just how wrong and 

evil segregation was and 
how horrific the 

privations were that 
were visited on African­

Americans during that 
period." 

Shorter College, GBC file competing lawsuits 

Lott "has compromised 
his ability to be a 

national leader for the 
Republican Party, 

because he will be 
forever perceived at best 

as insensitive on these 
issues and at worst as 
prejudiced," Land said. 

"And sometimes you 
have to put the good of 

your cause above 
yourself. If he does that, 

he will resign." 

ROME, Ga. (ABP)-Shorter Col­
lege has filed a lawsuit against the 
Georgia Baptist Convention to recov­
er funds the GBC has withheld from 
the school since last January. 

The convention has filed a counter­
lawsuit claiming rightful ownership of 
the college and seeking to regain con­
trol of trustee selection. 

Shorter created a self-perpetuating 
board last moqth after the convention 
elected trustees other than candidates 
from a list approved by the college. 
Shorter adopted a bylaw change last 
May requiring such approval. 

Tnistees also voted to seek approx­
imately $8 million designated for cap­
ital improvement and other funds be­
ing held in the college's name in the 
Georgia Baptist Foundation. They 
filed suit in an effort to retrieve those 
funds. 
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~ ·liartin, pastor in Germany, named I 
director at.European convention 

, .. FRANKFORT, Germany-Jimmy Martin( pastor of Faith 
ll Baptist Church in Kaiserslautem, Germany; has been elected 

general secretary of the European Baptist Convention. 
The EBC, a fellowship of English-language churches and 

r missions in Europe, currently is involved in a mission 
partnership with the Kentucky Baptist Convention. The 
European convention is closely related to. the Southern Baptist 
Convention, and is 'a member of the European Baptist 
Federation and Baptist World Alliance. 

Martin, a native of Texas, was pastor of several Texas 
Baptist churches before moving to Germany in 1993. Faith 
Baptist Church is an Jnternational congregation, comprised 
primarily of American military members and their families, 
and defense contractors. The Kaiserslautern area is home to 
the U.S. Air Force in Europe headquarters in Ramstein and 
the Landstuhl Army Regional Medical Center which serves all 
of Europe. 

The European Baptist Convention has 68 churches in 22 
countries in Europe and the Middle East. With English as the 
common language, the EBC has a growing number of 
international churches in Western and Eastern Europe. 

Martin is a graduate of East Texas Baptist University in 
Marshall and Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth, Texas. He and his wife, Laurie, have three 
daughters. Martin, who has served as pastor of Faith Church 
for almost 1 O years, is a former president of the EBC. He will 
begin his new position in January. 
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The GBC Executive Committee 
went into executive session during its 
Dec. 10 meeting to respond to Short­
er College's actions. Members attend­
ing were required to sign statements 
pledging confidentiality. 

Georgia Baptist officials would not 
release information from that meeting. 
However, in a statement released Dec. 
16 to the Rome News-Tribune, the 
convention revealed a counter-lawsuit 
was filed against the college Dec. 12. 
The suit claims that Shorter President 
Ed Schrader and the board of trustees 
used "scheme and conspiracy" to "il­
legally convert, take over and steal 
Shorter from the GBC." 

Shorter officials maintain that giv­
ing the trustee board more control 
over the future selection of trustees 
was a necessary response to concerns 
raised by a committee reviewing the 

school's accreditation. GBC leaders 
argue that the college trumped up the 
accreditation issue to justify pulling 
the college away from the convention 
out of fear of a fundamentalist take­
over. 

The.college received reaffirIIJation 
of its accreditation from the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools 
Dec. 10, the same day the GBC Exec­
utive Committee met behind closed 
doors. 

Meanwhile, in a separate action, 
a motion to intervene in the GBC 
lawsuit was filed Dec. 13 by a group 
of current Shorter trustees who dis­
agree with the college's actions. In­
cluded in the group are individuals 
elected to the board last month by 
the GBC who reportedly were pre­
vented by Schrader from taking their 
seats on the board. 
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Mahler, others 
debate biblical 
authority during 
'Donahue' shaw 

NEW YORK (BP)-A lively 
televised debate about gospel ex­
clusivity Dec. 17 resulted in a 
sharp contrast between conserva­
tive and liberal Christian views. 

Al Mohler, president of 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, on MS­
NBC' s "Donahue," defended the 
belief that Jesus Christ is the only 
way to salvation. 

Although Mohler was called 
a "spiritual racist" by a Jewish 
rabbi in the opening segment, it 
was a debate with Union Theo­
logical Seminary President Jo­
seph Hough later in the show that 
resulted in the most spirited ex­
change. 

Mohler made it clear he be­
lieved "Jesus is the only way" 
and on several occasions quoted 
John 14:6. 

But Hough took exception to 
evangelicals' beliefs, even saying 
God could possibly be a "she." 

"The basic problem I think 
here is that their God is too 
small," Hough said of evangeli­
cals. "For me, I'm passionately 
Christian. I am a Christian. I be­
lieve in Jesus as the One Who 
showed me the way. But I would 
be the last person to be so arro­
gant as to assert that my God has 
so little imagination that She or 
He could not reach out to other 
people in other cultures and oth­
er ways." 

Host Phil Donahue told 
Hough, "You speak for me." 

Hough also said that "those 
who claim that they know who is 
going to be saved" have scandal­
ized Christ's name. "I think God 
knows who is going to be saved. 
I'm happy to leave it in God 's 
hands," he said. 

Mohler said his views paral­
lel the beliefs of the church since 
its inception. 

"This is what Christianity has 
represented throughout the cen­
turies," Mohler said. "That's just 
an historical fact. Liberal Protes­
tants, like Dr. 'Hough, have 
moved away frort{a doctrine of 
biblical authority." 

With Hougl) _ re~ponding, 
"That's not true/ ;Mohkr asked: 
''Do you believe1't~at Jestis said, 
'I am the Way, the Truth and the 
Life, no man comes to the Father 
but by Me?" 

"I don't know· whether Jesus 
said that cir whether John wrote, 
it," Hough responded. 

"It was written in the Word," 
Mohler said. • 

"Don't you know about his­
torical criticism?" Hough asked 
Mohler. "If you did, then you 
would know that that book was 
written in the second century." 

Mohler responded, "You take 
the Jesus of your scholarly imag­
ination, and I'll take the Jesus of 
the gospel." 
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Graham, Olympic ministry among memories this year 
By Trennis Henderson 
Editor 

Unity was the key word in Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention life in 2002. 

Building on the momentum of the 
KBC's Baptist Faith and Message 
study committee proposal adopted last 
year by state convention messengers, 
KBC Executive Director Bill Mack­
ey noted, "It is obvious to me that God 
is at work in bringing a sense of peace, 
mutual respect and reconciliation to 
Kentucky Baptists." 

Examples of unity during the year 
ranged from the spiritual-the KBC's 
"100 Days of Prayer" emphasis- to 
the political- the election of KBC 
President Paul Badgett by acclama­
tion. 

Badgett, supported both by cons·er­
vative and moderate leaders in the 
state, was the first KBC president in 
more than a decade elected without 
opposition. 

Other top Kentucky Baptist-relat­
ed stories of 2002 include: 

2. Sept. 11 remembrance. One 
year after the devastating terrorist at­
tacks in New York, Pennsylvania and 
Washington, the tragedy continues to 
impact the nation and world. Ken­
tucky Baptists, like others throughout 
the nation, gathered Sept. 11 on the 
first anniversary of the attacks. In a 
service of remembrance sponsored by 
the KBC and Long Run Baptist As­
sociation, former Miss America 
Heather French Henry called on par­
ticipants to "take off the chains of self­
righteousness" and "don the cloak of 

compassion." 
3. Billy Graham mission. For the 

second year in a row, evangelist Billy 
Graham led evangelistic services sup­
ported by Kentucky' Baptists. The 
Greater Cincinnati/Northern Ken­
tucky Billy Graham Mission, held 
June 27-30 in Cincinnati, attracted 
more than 200,000 people and result­
ed in more than 11,200 public deci­
sions for Christ. 

4. Children's Homes' property 
sale. Leaders of the 
Kentucky Baptist 
Homes for Children an­
nounced plans in Feb­
ruary to sell the agen­
cy's Spring Meadows and Glen Dale 
campuses and build two regional care 
centers. Some Kentucky Baptists, in­
cluding KBC President Harold Green­
field, opposed the plan. The KBC Ex­
ecutive Board rejected an attempt by 
Greenfield in May to escrow the 
KBHC's Cooperative Program bud­
get increase for the year. 

KBHC President Bill Smithwick 
announced in October that officials 
are negotiating with a development 
group to purchase the Spring Mead­
ows campus. That sale still is pending 
and the Glen Dale campus remains on 
the market. 

5. Mission Study Committee. 
KBC leaders established a Mission 
Study Committee in March to evalu­
ate KBC ministry needs for the 21st 
century. The 15-member committee, 
scheduled to present its final report to 
the KBC Executive Board next May, 
is responsible for reviewing changing 

ministry needs of Kentucky Baptist 
churches; KBC ministry objectives; 
leadership and organizations needs to 
fulfill those objectives; and necessary 
financial resources. 

"I think we need to take a hard look 
periodically at how we do things and 
how we're doing," Mackey noted. He 
said the term "mission" is "intended 
to include everything we do-the mis­
sion from the Lord." 

6. Disaster relief. From Harlan to 
Providence and New 
York to Georgia, Ken­
tucky Baptist disaster 
relief workers provided 
physical, emotional and 

spiritual aid to people in need. Floods 
in Eastern Kentucky and tornadoes in 
Western Kentucky were among ma­
jor disasters that prompted Kentucky 
Baptist relief teams to mobilize. Sev­
eral volunteers also traveled last week 
to Durham, N.C., to assist in clean up 
in the wake of recent ice storms. 

7. Gambling, alcohol battles. A 
push by gambling advocates to legal­
ize slot machines at Kentucky race 
tracks failed to make it to the floor of 
the Kentucky House of Representa­
tives for a vote this year. Efforts to lib­
eralize alcohol laws in the common­
wealth also were rejected. KBC lead­
ers worked closely with the Kentucky 
League on Alcohol and Gambling 
Problems to monitor such legislative 
issues and stop the spread of gambling 
and access to alcohol. 

8. Ten Commandments. The 
right of schools, courts and other pub­
lic facilities to post copies of the Ten 

Commandments continued to be 
fought this year in the court system. 

In May, a federal judge ordered 
Grayson County officials to remove 
from the county courthouse a religious 
and historical display that included the 
Ten Commandments. It was the fifth 
time in two years that a federal judge 
has blocked the posting of the com­
mandments on Kentucky public prop­
erty. Similar suits were pending in 
Garrard, Mercer and Rowan counties. 

In October, a federal appeals court 
ruled 2-1 that a law adopted in 2000 
by the Kentucky legislature requiring 
the erection of a Ten Commandments 
monument outside the Capitol is un­
constitutional. 

9. Olympic ministry. Though the 
2002 Winter Olympics were held hun­
dreds of miles from K-entucky in Salt 
Lake City, Kentucky Baptists still had 
a significant ministry presence during 
the international sports event. More 
than 30 people with Kentucky ties 
traveled to Utah to sing, serve and 
share the gospel with Olympic guests. 
Beth Ann Williams, a native of Ken­
tucky, headed Southern Baptists' Glo­
bal Outreach 2002 ministry emphasis. 

10. Baptist Seminary of Ken­
tucky. Six years after incorporating as 
Baptist Seminary of Kentucky, the 
moderate seminary began offering its 
first classes this fall at Calvary Bap­
tist Church in Lexington. President 
Greg Earwood announced in October 
that Dalen Jackson had been elected 
as the school's first full-time faculty 
member. The seminary enrolled 14 
students in its inaugural classes. 

Kentucky Baptists helping others provide gifts this Christmas 
Continued from page 1 
said. "We have people saying they 
read the New Testament and accept­
ed Christ as their Savior. 

"One lady called the association 
office, crying, and said it was the only 
present her child got. That makes you 
feel like you're trying to build a bridge 
to some very needy families." 

Some inmates have volunteered to 
help with the project after their release, 

tucky, Cumberland College students 
help adults and kids have something 
to give on Christmas. 

For 10 years, the school's Moun­
tain Outreach ministry has provided 
free toys to low-income families. This 
year the ministry helped parents of 
more than 1,000 children, according 
to Mountain Outreach Director Dav­
id Honeycutt. 

"Our first parent arrived at 7 
one of its many heartwarm-
ing aspects. lt1

1 ltetter to 
o'clock Friday night and 
stayed all night to be able 
to get toys for hi"s children 
for Christmas," Honeycutt 
said, adding that the wind 
chill that night was 6 de­
grees. 

Daugherty said he's 
touched every time he gets 
a call or letter of apprecia­
tion. But the most reward­
ing thing, he said, is learn­
ing when someone be­
comes a Christian because 
of the ministry. 

It reminds him of his own conver­
sion, which took place in 1980 after 
he heard the gospel from a preacher 
who visited the Henderson County 

Parents are asked to 
show proof that the chil­

dren live in their home before they 
are allowed to look for gifts, Hon~ 
eycutt said. Parents are allowed two 
toys per child and unlimited cloth­
ing. 

Several students who work with 
Mountain Outreach have gone on to 
do short-term or long-term missions 
work after graduation, he added. 

Angel Tree 
David Parker doesn't stop helping 

prison inmates when he takes down 
the Christmas tree. 

As coordinator for the restorative 
justice team for Kentucky Baptist 
Brotherhood, Parker works through­
out the year. 

But at -Christmastime, Parker 
coordinates Angel Tree, a project 
of the Prison Fellowship ministry, 
at his church, First Baptist of Mad­
isonville. 

''This is our fourth year to do it," 
Parker said. "Our church really 
-loves it." 

Prison Fellowship collects re­
quests from inmates around the 
country. The requests_ then are for­
warded to participating churches. 

Parker said he never envisioned 
himself involved in prison ministry. 
"It wasn't my decision, I would have 
never chosen it." 

Jail every Sunday. 
• Daugherty said he accepted Christ 

For the past two years, Mountain 
Outreach also has offered a day for 
children to get into the giving spirit. 

This year, First Baptist is serving 
about 90 children of inmates 
throughout Kentucky as well as in 
Indiana and Texas. 

He said working at an ''Experienc­
ing God" weekend at the Eddyville 
state prison convinced him that God 
wanted him to get involved in prison 

- ministry. 
as his personal Savior after he posted 
bond on a drunken-driving charge. It 
happened as he stood on the banks of 
the Ohio River, preparing to drink a 
six pack of beer. 

''The Lord started dealing with my 
heart," he said. "I threw that six pack 
in the river and haven't had one since. 
Some people said I got jail house reli­
gion, but I got saved and I've never 
gotten over it." 

Mountain Outreach 
In the moyntains of Eastern Ken-

During the children's gift day, 85 
kids took home gifts to give to their 
parents and siblings. 

Working with low-income fami­
lies has a significant impact on the 
22 college students who participat­
ed, Honeycutt said. 

"A lot of the students have never 
seen poverty before and have never 
grown up in these situations, so it 
changes them," he said. "It changes 
their perspective on life, makes them 
very appreciative for what they have." 

First Baptist hosts a Christmas par­
ty for the inmates' families. The pro­
gram includes singing carols, a visit 
from Santa· Claus and a reading of the 
Christmas story. Families also receive 
a fruit basket from the church. 

-Volunteers never kriow what will 
excite the children, Parker noted. "I 
can remember one time when we had 
to deliver the gifts .... We had the gifts 
all wrapped up and the fruit basket and 
the kid ran to the fruit basket." 

"I was scared to death going in and 
coming out I was just stunned, I 
think," he said. "I changed my life and 
surrendered my life to do whatever the 
Lord wanted me to do." 

Children's reactions to their gifts 
often are emotional, he added. 

Parker recalled one child who kept 
touching the gift from his father. "He 
said, 'This is the first time my dad has 
given me anything."' 
Compiled from reporting by State Correspon­
dent Ken Walker and News Director David 
Winfrey 

BLUEGRASS BURGOO 

■ Dannah Prather, 
associate director of 
communications for 
Kentucky Baptist Homes 
for Children, has been 
named communication 
and grant writing 
coordinator for Baptist 
Children's Home and 
Family Services of 
Illinois. 

■ "Leading Turnaround 
Churches" will be the 
theme of the 2003 
Deacons, Pastors and 
Spouses Retreat, Feb. 
7-8 at Cave City 
Convention Center. The 
Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's church 
growth team sponsors 
the annual retreat. Gene 
Wood, pastor of Grace 
Church in Glendora, 
Calif., will be the featured 
speaker. Wood has more 
than 25 years of ministry 
experience and has led 
four churches in the 
turnaround process. 

STORY TIME A volunteer 
tor Rrst Baptist Church of 
Madisonville reads-a story 
to children taking part in . 
the Angel Tree ministry. 
The church annually helps 
approximately 90 children 
of prison inmates receive 
gifts from their incarcerated 
parent. 
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Teach the next generation 
By Larry Burkett 

ATLANTA (BP)- Many people 
have financial problems these days. 
Will our children 's generation be bet­
ter money managers? There is hope 
for the future if parents will take the 
first steps toward achieving the goal 
of influencing their children. 

Children today often aren ' t even 

tudes about money is the advertising 
industry. When advertising first be­
gan, its purpose was to tell people 
about the benefits of a product. Then, 
if consumers needed the product, 
they'd buy it. 

Then the message changed from 
telling people about products, to try­
ing to convince consumers of the need 
for products they never heard of. 

sure what their parents 
do for a living. If par­
ents have financial dif­
ficulties, the children 

COMMENTARY 
We' ve gone from 
"find a need and fill it" 
to "create a need and 

might not even be aware of it. There 
is little direct correlation between 
work, money and goods; and, some 
of us have lost track of the value of 
money. When we sign our names on 
credit card slips it doesn' t seem like 
we're spending money. At that mo­
ment, we're not. But reality sets in 
when we're still making payments on 
items that are consumed, broken, 
worn out or no longer "in." 

However, when we work hard and 
sacrifice in order to save for things we 
want, take time to make informed de­
cisions and try to get the best value 
for our hard-earned money, we're 
teaching our children something our 
culture knows little about. 

If we show our .children how to 
plan ahead and save, they'll be less 
prone to emotional impulse buying. 
And, in doing so, they' II see the re­
sults and feel good about themselves 
and the decisions they've made. 
■ Want versus wait. Today, in 

places like Japan, where housing costs 
are astronomical, 90-year, three-gen­
eration loans are offered. Banks and 
merchants look for new ways to ex­
tend credit. Not many years ago a per­
son couldn't qualify for a credit card 
without a good income, but now un­
solicited credit cards are given to high 
school students. 

People are accustomed to living on 
assumed wealth rather than earned 
wealth, because people buy things 
they can't afford with credit so they 
can have them now. 
■ Creating needs to fill. One of 

the biggest offenders in today's atti-

fi ll it." 
■ Train up a child. When parents 

keep silent, advertising and the media 
become their children's fi nancial 
teachers . 

Joshua led one of Israel's finest 
generations. They took,the Promised 
Land, but then they got so busy build­
ing a life there that they forgot to build 
a future for their children. The Bible 
says, "All that generation also were 
gathered to their fathers; and there 
arose another generation after them 
who did not know the Lord, nor yet 
the work which He had done for Isra­
el. Then the sons of Israel did evil in 
the sight of the Lord and served the 
Baals, and they forsook the Lord, the 
God of their fathers" (Judges 2: 10-14). 

The Israelites began to lose the 
Promised Land, because they didn't 
teach their children to follow God. 
Training children to follow God is the 
responsibility of parents. 
■ God's training method. Train­

ing our children means more than 
teaching children that the Bible is our 
guide and that God's principles are the 
ones to follow. They need to know 
why. 

God instructs us to teach children 
this way: "Children, obey your par­
ents in the Lord, for this is right. Hon­
or your father and mother (which is 
the first commandment with a prom­
ise), so that it may be well with you, 
and that you may live long on the 
earth. Fathers, do not provoke your 
children to anger; but bring them up 
in the discipline and instruction of the 
Lord" (Ephesians 6: 1-4). 

We need to show our children that 

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION 

Christmas is Christ's presence 
One of the meaningful ways for me 

to experience the reality of Christmas 
is through the words of the Gospel 
writers. 

I Christmas is Jesus present with 
us. ''Behold a virgin shall be 
with child, and shall bring 
forth a Son, and they shall 
call His name Emmanuel 
which being interpreted is, 
God with us" (Matthew 
1:23). 

When we gather in cele­
bration and worship and 
Bible study, Jesus is 
present. As we come to- . 
gether in families as people 8111 Mackey 
of faith, Jesus is with us. 
During difficult and challenging 
times, Jesus is with us. 

This Christmas, our family will 
gather at our daughter's home in Phil­
adelphia where we also will celebrate 
the birth of a new grandson. John 
William Nepa was born Dec. 18. It 
will be a special celebration of praise 

and thanksgiving to God for a healthy 
mother and child. God is with us and 
God is with you. 

I Jesus is present in our confession 
of Him as Savior and Lord. "For unto 

you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, 
which is Christ the Lord" 
(Luke 2:11). 

The writer is very clear 
that Jesus is a very special 
gift for you. God has done 
an awesome redemptive 
work in providing your 
Savior and Lord. 

When you confess Jesus 
as Savior and Lord He is 
present with you. It is the 

Holy Spirit who enables you to make 
that confession. 

I Jesus is present in the life and 
work of fellow Christian believers. 
"And the Word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us, and we beheld His 
glory, the glory as of the only begot­
ten of the Father, full of grace and 

God's ways and principles work out 
best for us, because God is good and 
faithful and loves us. 
■ An indicator of the heart Un­

derstanding biblical financial princi­
ples is a critical part of a child's train­
ing, because our attitudes toward fi­
nances are indicators of our hearts. 
Jesus said, "For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also" (Mat­
thew 6:21). 

In Jesus' teachings and parables­
whether the rich young ruler, the lost 
son, the widow's mite, the sheep and 
the goats or many others-He taught 
that what we do with money and pos­
sessions is a direct reflection of what 
is in our hearts. A person' s checkbook 
is like a thermometer, measuring the 
heat of his or her love and commit­
ment to God and His principles. 

You "cannot serve both God and 
wealth" (Luke 16:13). You will serve 
one or the other, your heart will be 
devoted to the one you serve, and your 
actions demonstrate which one you 
serve. 

A person's heart will follow where 
his or her treasure has been buried. So, 
ifwe teach our children God's way of 
handling finances , they will learn His 
principles and be better equipped to 
govern their whole lives according to 
those principles. 
■ Begin today. Statistics show 

that 85 percent of the people who ac­
cept Jesus as Savior do so before the 
age of 18. And it is estimated that 
more than 50 percent of the world's 
population is now under the age of 18. 

Christian parents need to work 
with their children and train them as 
godly leaders for the next generation. 
If their lives are grounded in biblical 
truths, they won't be carried away like 
their peers, and they will be ready to 
reap the plentiful harvest of which 
Jesus spoke. Prepare your children 
with lives that are founded on the eter­
nal principles of God, rather than on 
the passing fancies of popular thought. 

Remember Jesus' words: "Where 
your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also" (Luke 12:34). 
Larry Burkett, a Southern Baptist layman 
based in Gainesville, Ga., is the host of the 
national "Money Matters" radio program 

truth" (John 1:14). 
In the Gospel of John it is very 

clear that Jesus is at work among fel­
low believers to accomplish His mis­
sion through the Holy Spirit. The sta­
ble and manger remind us that God is 
at work in unlikely places and among 
people unknown to us to accomplish 
supernatural ministries. God wants to 
do a mighty work among His people. 

I Jesus is present as we follow 
Him "And Jesus said unto them, come 
ye after Me, and I will make you to 
become fishers of men." (Mark 1 : 17). 

The first experience with Jesus in 
the Gospel of Mark is not birth but the 
call to follow Him in the mission to 
become fishers of men. This is a won­
derful way for Kentucky Baptists to 
experience the presence of Christ and 
the best way to help others experience 
His presence, power and glory. 

God is with us, for us, among us 
and before us in the presence of Jesus 
calling us to follow Him, empowered 
by the Holy Spirit. 
Bill Mackey is executive director of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention 
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Take initiative to 
make Christmas 
season special 
By Doug Strader 

Christmas is a wonderful time 
of the year for many people. But 

for others, it 
is not such a 
wonderful 
time. 

Not ev­
eryone is a 
Chr ist i a n. 
They do not 
know the real 
reason for the 

season because they do not know 
Jesus as Savior and Lord. Then 
some people live alone without 
any immediate family living 
nearby, thus no family with 
whom to celebrate and enjoy the 
season. Some others are physical­
ly sick and unable to get out and 
enjoy the Christmas season. 
There are many other reasons 
why people do not look forward 
to the Christmas season. What 
can we do to alleviate some of 
these problems? 

I We can be sensitive to those 
around us who need our prayers 
and our presence during the 
Christmas season. 

I Bake some cookies, candy, 
breads, etc., and share with peo­
ple who need some special atten­
tion. (Be aware that some people 
have special dietary needs.) 

I Invite someone to your 
home to have a meal with you 
and your family during the 
Christmas season. 

I Offer to go shopping for 
those who are unable to drive or 
those who are homebound. 

I Offer to take someone to 
church for any special Christmas 
services. 

I Buy gifts for people who 
live on a limited income and 
might not be able to purchase 
gifts this year. (It might be too 
late this year, but next year you 
can plan to participate with 
groups that provide toys and 
clothes to the less fortunate ones 
in your community.) 

I Make a gift to your church's 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
for International Missions. The 
Southern Baptist International 
Mission Board depends on this 
offering each year for nearly half 
of its budget. 

I Make a contribution through 
your church for world hunger re­
lief. Millions of people around 
the world will not know about 
Christmas Day, but they will still 
be hungry. 

I Give through some mission 
group in your town or communi­
ty to help meet basic needs of 
people in your community. 

On Christmas God gave His 
One and Only to us, and now it is 
our opportunity to give back to 
Him, by giving to His children. 
Doug Strader is director of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention 's stewardship de­
partment 
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How can divorced parents help 
kids cope with holiday season? 
Q: My husband and I divorced this past year after 17 
years of marriage. How can I help my teenagers through 
the Christmas and New Year's holidays? 

The first year after a divorce or any loss seems to be 
marked by "trigger events" that call up 
experiences of grief. Certainly 
Christmas and the entire holiday 
season are powerful times that bring 
back memories from past years. 

Be aware that regardless of how 
hard you try to help your children, you 
cannot keep them from grief. Be aware 
that this grief process might consist of 
shock and numbness; denial and 

'4 • -I' I 

fantasy; anger and guilt; depression, fear and loneliness; 
and acceptance. There are some things you can do to help 
your teens deal with their grief in a healthy manner: 

I Be willing to talk with them about their feelings and to 
acknowledge some of your own. 

I Release yourself from the expectations that you have to 
keep every tradition from the past. You might choose to 
start several new traditions. 

I Be flexible concerning visitation and custody issues so 
as not to make your children pawns in an ongoing power 
struggle between you and your ex-spouse. 

I Recognize that the path of healing is marked by service 
to others. Involve your children and yourself in some 
activity that provides tangible help for those who are needy 
or hurting. 

I Help your children focus on how the birth of Christ and 
the transforming power of the Holy Spirit can speak to them 
during this season and throughout the year.-Scott 
Wigginton 

Q: How can Christian families effectively celebrate the 
Christmas season without giving in to secular 
commercialism? 

To celebrate Christmas is to remember Jesus, 
a humble little baby born into poverty in a manger. It is to 
remember a young teenage mother. It is to remember 
Mary's pain in giving birth to Jesus. It is to remember baby 
Jesus cuddling with her. 

To celebrate Christmas is to worship the Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Prince of Peace, Wonderful Savior. 
It is to worship Jesus, the love of our lives. It is to pray for 
peace on earth. 

To celebrate Christmas is to remember the poor, with no 
presents, no turkey, no dressing, no pies, no nice clothes, 
no toys, no visitors. It is to remember that they are precious 
in God's eyes. They are loved by Jesus in a special way, and 
often their only present is Jesus' presence in their midst. 

To celebrate Christmas is to pray for every person who 
sends you and your family a Christmas card. It is to pray for 
blessings for the people we love. It is to pray for 
forgiveness for the people who hurt us. It is to pray for 
forgiveness for our sins. It is to let God love us as we sit 
quietly thinking about memories of Christmas past-Jon 
Rainbow 

Family Forum writers are Suzanne Coyle, director of Cornerstone 
Counseling for Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children; David Garrard, 
minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; Jon 
Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary; James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Lexington; and Scott Wigginton, director of LifeCare 
Counseling at Walnut Street Baptist Church in Louisville. Send questions 
for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253 
or e-mail us at wesrec@ntr.net. 

OPINION 
Take time to hear the voices of Christmas 

As we celebrate the holy season of the birth of 
Jesus, it's easy to let the blaring sounds of the holiday 
rush drown out the soft, gentle cooing of a newborn 

was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. And 
Joseph her husband, being a righteous man, and not 
wanting to disgrace her, desired to put her away se­
cretly. But when he had considered this, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying: 
'Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife; for that which has been conceived in 

babe in a makeshift crib. 
As you tear open packages, feast on turkey and ham 

and visit with family and friends, take a few moments 
to consider anew the true voices of Christmas: 
■ The prophet Isaiah: "The people 

walking in darkness have seen a grea~ light; 
on those living in the land of the shadow of 
death a light has dawned. You have enlarged 
the nation and increased their joy .... For 
unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is giv­
en, and the government will be upon His 
shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His gov­
ernment and peace there will be no end .... 
The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accom­

-I 
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her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bear a 
Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for 
He will save His people from their sins"' 
(Matthew 1:18-21). The purpose of Jesus' 
earthly ministry never was in question, even 
before His miraculous physical birth. In the 
clear, concise words of the angel of God, 
Christ came to earth to "save His people 
from their sins." 

plish this" (Isaiah 9:2-3, 6-7). Written more Trennis Henderson 

■ Simeon. "Now there was a man in 
Jerusalem called Simeon . ... It had been re­
vealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not die before he had seen the Lord's 
Christ. ... When the parents brought in the than 700 years before the birth of Christ, Isa­

iah's prophecy eloquently described the far-reaching 
ministry of the eternal Prince of Peace. 
■ The prophet Micah: "But you, Bethlehem Eph­

rathah; though you are small among the clans of Judah, 
out of you will come for me One who will be ruler 
·over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ever­
lasting. . .. He will stand and shepherd His flock in 
the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of 
the Lord His God .... And this One will be our peace" 
(Micah 5:2, 4-5). Micah, a contemporary of Isaiah, 
prophesied with pinpoint precision about the birth of 
the Messiah in the tiny Judean village of Bethlehem. 

child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the 
Law, Simeon took Him in his arms and praised God, 
saying: 'Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, You 
now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have 
seen Your salvation, which You have prepared in the 
sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gen­
tiles and for glory to Your people Israel"' (Luke 2:25-
32). The infant Jesus was only a few weeks old when 
Simeon proclaimed that Christ had come to offer sal­
vation to Jews and Gentiles alike. 

■ The angel of the Lord: "Now the birth of Jesus 
Christ was as follows: When His mother Mary was 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she 

Prophets, an angel and a righteous man who held 
the Christ Child in his arms-surely their voices can 
point us to the Christ of Christmas. No matter what 
else you do this season, don't miss the true voices of 
Christmas . 

Where is Jesus during 'happy holidays'? 
By Henlee Barnette 

The Western Recorder recently 
carried three interesting articles on 
Christological ethics: "War with 
Iraq: What would Jesus do?," "Be 
prepared to defend the truth about 
Jesus," and "What would Jesus 
drive?" (The latter was inspired by 

everywhere. Later I explained in 
more detail: 

I Jesus is wherever there is min­
istry to human need. Our service to 
others will be the criteria of the last 
judgment (Matthew 25:31-46). "In­
asmuch" as we serve another person 
in need, we serve Christ incognito. 
Services rendered to Jesus' "breth-

ren" are services ren­the popular slogan 
WWJD? - "What 
would Jesus do?") FIRST PERSON dered to Him. Breth­

ren is a reference to 
Jesus' disciples who Some religious 

leaders are urging people to think 
about the moral issue of driving large 
cars that-pollute the air. They are ar­
guing that Jesus would drive smaller 
and more fuel-efficient autos. 

Here is another Christological 
question: Where is Jesus? 

Where is Jesus during the "hap­
py holidays" filled with frantic buy­
ing compelled by commercialism 
with the sound of "Jingle Bells," 
"Frosty the Snowman" and "Rudol­
ph the Red-nosed Reindeer?" 

One Christmas we presented our 
little daughter with a toy telephone. 
We listened to hear whom she would 
call. It was Jesus and she asked, 
"Where are you?" Obviously there 
was no answer. Then she put the 
question to me. I gave her the popu­
lar runaround: Jesus is in heaven and 

have the love of Christ in their 
hearts. It also extends to all Chris­
tians in need to whom we minister. 
This is where Jesus is. He is incog­
nito in the Christian who is served­
the least, the "rank and file," the 
prisoner, the poor. "Inasmuch as you 
have done it unto one of the least of 
these My brethren, ye have done it 
unto Me" (Matthew 25:40). 

I Jesus is where two or three are 
gathered in His name. "For where 
two or three are gathered together in 
My name, there I am in the midst of 
them" (Matthew 18:20). The living 
Jesus is spiritually present in the fel­
lowship of His followers. When we 
meet together in Jesus' name for 
worship, we have assurance of His 
presence. It is not just that He will 
be there, but He is there. 

One does not have to be in a 
mega-congregation or gathering to 
witness the presence of Christ. 
Where only a handful come togeth­
er in His name, Christ is present. It 
is not necessarily the crowd that at­
tracts the presence of Christ, but the 
faith of those who come together, 
even in small groups. 

I Jesus is where His followers are 
carrying out the Great Commission. 
The risen Christ meets His disciples 
on a mountain in Galilee. Here Jesus 
mandates His followers to "go and 
make disciples of all nations ... and I 
am with you day by day to the close 
of the age" (Matthew 28: 19-20). Jesus 
is present with those who obediently 
make disciples around the world (mis­
sions and evangelism), "immersing 
them" (Broadus Bible) in the name of 
the Trinity (doctrine), teaching them 
all things, the whole gospel (religious 
education) that Jesus taught them. 

"Go," "make," "teach" and "bap­
tize" are strong imperatives essential 
in meeting the spiritual and moral 
challenges of the church today. And 
we have the promise of Jesus: "I am 
(not 'will be') with you every day, 
good days and bad days to the end of 
this age." 
Hen lee Barnette is a professor emeritus at South­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville and 
a retired clinical professor at the University of 
Louisville School of Medicine 
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Terrorism tops 
major religion 

news of the year 
By James Rudin 

Religion News Service 

WASHINGTON (RNS)­
Major religion stories of 

2002 include: 

1. The lethal terrorism of 
Muslim extremists and 
Wahabiism, the harsh 

form of Islam practiced 
in Saudi Arabia. 

2. The Catholic Church 
was rocked by the 

continuing sexual abuse 
scandal involving clergy. 

3. Virulent anti­
semitism, both physical 

and verbal, erupted in 
the Arab Middle East, in 
parts of Europe, and on 

U.S. and Canadian 
college campuses. 

4. A possible American­
led invasion of Iraq 

raised age-old 
theological questions 

about determining the 
criteria for a "just war." 

5. As the AIDS pandemic 
expanded throughout 

Africa, much of the 
world's religious 

community remained 
indifferent to the 

galloping number of 
deaths on that continent. 

6. Church-state issues 
included possible 

publicly funded 
vouchers for children to 
attend parochial and/or 

private schools and 
rulings on posting the 
Ten Commandments. 

7. A Vatican commission 
published a lengthy 

document that 
attempted to bring clarity 
to a 2000-year-old issue: 

What is the proper 
Christian teaching about 

Judaism? 

8. After occupying Tibet 
50 years ago, 

Communist China has 
systematically attacked 

the exiled Tibetan 
Buddhist leader, the 

Dalai Lama. 

9. Millions of people 
throughout the world 

intensified their 
individual quest for 

"spirituality." 

10. The deaths of 
prominent religious 

leaders, including Israeli 
diplomat Abba Eban. 

NATION 
2002 reflections: Catholic scandal, global tensions dominate news 
Continued from page 1 
for statements about a Jewish "stran­
glehold" on the American media that 
he made to President Richard Nixon 
in a taped White House discussion in 
1972. Abraham Foxman, national di­
rector of the Anti-Defamation League, 
accepted Graham's apology. 
■ April. Contemporary Christian 

music veteran Michael W. Smith gar­
nered six Dove Awards, including 
Artist of the Year, during the annual 
ceremony of the Gospel Music Asso­
ciation. Third Day was named Group 
of the Year and ZOE girl earned New 
Artist of the Year honors. 

Membership in Southern Baptist 
churches topped 16 million in the pre­
vious year for an increase of more than 
92,000 members. While membership 
grew, baptisms declined by more than 
18,000 for a total of 395,930. 

Insisting they are tired of denomi­
national politics in the Missouri Bap­
tist Convention, moderate Baptists 
launched the Baptist General Conven­
tion of Missouri. SBC leaders declined 
to accept Cooperative Program gifts 
from the new convention. Factional 
strife has dominated Missouri Baptist 
life in recent years, as conservatives 
and moderates faced off in campaigns 
for MBC leadership posts. Five MBC 
agencies switched to self-perpetuating 
boards during the previous year and 
MBC leaders responded by filing suit 
against the entities. 
■ May. Embattled accounting 

firm Arthur Andersen, reeling from 
ties to the Enron scandal, reached a 
settlement related to the bankruptcy of 
the Baptist Foundation of Arizona. 
The $217 million settlement followed 
an earlier agreement that fell through 
when Andersen said its insurance car­
rier could not pay. The foundation 
collapse cost about 13,000 investors 
an estimated $570 million. 

North Korea, Turkmenistan and 
Sudan head the list of nations violat­
ing 'religious freedom, according to the 
U.S. Commission on International 
Religious Freedom. The organization 
urged Congress to fund a study to ex­
pose human Ijghts abuses in North 
Korea and elsewhere. 

An 81-year-old tax break for cler­
gy housing expenses became law af­
ter President Bush signed a bill that 
protects it from possible court action. 

The Clergy Housing Allowance Clar­
ification Act, adopted in response to a 
lawsuit filed by California pastor Rick 
Warren, allows clergy to deduct from 
their taxable income the portion of 
their salary devoted to housing ex­
penses. 
■ June.With anger, despair and 

hunger soaring among Palestinians in 
the West Bank and Gaza, teams of 
Southern Baptist volunteers delivered 
food and hope. "Project Future and 
Hope" involved volunteers working 
alongside Arab Baptists 
in Palestinian towns 
and refugee camps. 

American mission­
ary Martin Burnham 
and Filipino nurse Deborah Yap were 
killed in a gun battle June 7 a little 
more than a year after they were kid­
napped in the Philippines by Muslim 
extremists. Burnham's wife, Gracia, 
was injured as Philippine troops 
fought with their captors. The Burn­
hams had served in the Philippines 
with New Tribes Mission since 1986. 

Southern Baptist Convention mes­
sengers elected Texas pastor Jack Gra­
ham as SBC president and adopted 
the "Empowering Kingdom Growth" 
ministry emphasis during their June 
11-12 annual meeting in St. Louis. 
During the pre-convention Pastors' 
Conference, former SBC President 
Jerry Vines sparked controversy by 
calling Mohammed a "demon-pos­
sessed pedophile." 
■ July. The Southern Baptist 

North American Mission Board, at 
odds with the District of Columbia 
Baptist Convention, notified the D.C. 
convention that it will end the coop­
erative agreement between the two 
entities next summer. NAMB, which 
has provided nearly $500,000 annu­
ally to the DCBC, sought to gain 
greater accountability from the D.C. 
convention. DCBC Executive Direc­
tor Jeffrey Haggray called the propos­
al an "ultimatum" that violated the 
convention's autonomy. 

The 11-year conflict between the 
SBC and the Cooperative Baptist Fel­
lowship reached the international 
stage at a Baptist World Alliance 
meeting in Seville, Spain. Despite 
SBC leaders' opposition, the BWA's 
membership committee issued a re­
port outlining the criteria for CBF to 

A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
A Program of Christmas Bible Reading and Songs 

Sunday, December 29, 7 p.m. 
Germantown Baptist Church, Water Street, Germantown, Ky. 

Free and open to the public • Call {859) 289-6347 for more information 
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be recommended next year for BW A 
membership. 
■ August. In a lawsuit similar to 

one pending against Kentucky Bap­
tist Homes for Children, a Methodist 
shelter for Georgia foster children has 
been sued by gay rights activists who 
claim the agency uses state money to 
discriminate in hiring and fund reli­
gious indoctrination. An ACLU suit 
against the KBHC was filed three 
years ago after children's home offi­
cials fired a lesbian staff member. 

The "Jesus" film, the 
most translated film 
in history, has passed 
a new milestone with 
viewership exceeding 

5 billion people. The film has been 
viewed in every country of the world. 
■ September.Joining hands and 

prayers, worshippers at Washington 
National Cathedral gathered as did 
others across the country Sept. 11 to 
mark the date of last year's terrorist 
attacks. At the Pentagon, President 
Bush said, "Here, and in Pennsylva­
nia and in New York, we honor each 
name and each life. We ask God to 
bring comfort to every home where 
they are loved and missed." 
■ October. As President Bush 

narrows his sights on Iraq, prominent 
Baptist ethicists are voicing differing 
views on the moral criteria for war. 
James Dunn, former head of the Bap­
tist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, 
said Bush could make a case for war 
but has not convinced the public there 
is no other alternative. Richard Land, 
president of the SBC Ethics & Reli­
gious Liberty Commission, said mili-

tary action against Saddam Hussein's 
regime can be justified under "just 
war" ethical standards. 

A limestone ossuary dating to ap­
proximately A.D. 63 is being herald­
ed as "the first-ever archaeological 
discovery to corroborate biblical ref­
erences to Jesus," according to Bibli­
cal Archaeology Review. An inscrip­
tion on the box reads "James, son of 
Joseph, brother of Jesus." 
■ November. White House offi­

cials pronounced President Bush's 
faith-based initiative dead in the Sen­
ate. The plan's chief sponsor, Sen. 
Rick Santorum, R-Pa., tried to bring 
the measure to the Senate floor Nov. 
14 but was blocked by Sen. Jack Reed, 
D-R.I., who is concerned that federal 
money could be used for proselytiz­
ing and discrimination. 

The Ten Commandments monu­
ment placed in the rotunda of Ala­
bama's judicial building by Alabama 
Chief Justice Roy Moore was ruled 
unconstitutional Nov. 18 by a federal 
judge. U.S. District Judge Myron 
Thompson gave Moore 30 days to re­
move the 5,300-pound granite monu­
ment he had secretly installed in July. 
■ December. Former President 

Jimmy Carter, the second U.S. Bap­
tist to receive the Nobel Peace Prize, 
accepted the award Dec. 10. In a warn­
ing about U.S. foreign policy, Carter 
said all war is "evil," even when it is 
necessary. 

Unable to increase federal assis­
tance to faith-based organizations 
through legislation, President Bush 
signed executive orders Dec. 12 to 
accomplish many of the same goals. 

Calling all Campers on Mission! 
For the last few years, one of the 

keys to our summer success at Ce­
darmore has been the active support 
of Campers on Mission. These 
Campers on Mission arrive at vari­
ous times during the summer, will­
ing to do just about anything to help 
us operate the various camp minis­
tries taking place at Cedarmore. 

Many of the Campers on Mis­

they already are working to recruit 
volunteers for the summer of 2003. 

I have written in the past of my 
sincere appreciation for the work of 
the many volunteers who help us 
at both Cedarmore and Jonathan 
Creek. Each spring a big group of 
Kentucky Campers on Mission join 
us to help us make improvements 
in our properties and get ready for 

sion are retirees who still 
have lots of energy and 
commitment to our min­
istry. Most come in their 
RVs and hook up at our 
Guy King RV Park while 
they are with us. They 
work all over Cedarmore, 
doing everything from 
driving the "food vans" 
to working in the dining 
room to selling conces­
sions to working the front 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
ASSEMBLIES 

summer. Last spring this 
group made a huge dif­
ference at Jonathan 
Creek, even building our 
"gate house" at our front 
entrance to the property. 

desk to caring for the Rusty Ellison 

I thank each of you 
who have come at one 
time or another over the 
last five years. We would 
not be where we are to­
day without the help of 
volunteers and Campers 
on Mission. Won't you 
consider joining our vol­grounds and mainte­

nance. Over the course of the sum­
mer, relationships grow as the 
Campers on Mission get to know 
one another. Many already come 
with friends. 

Ed and Wanda Lyons coordinate 
the Campers on Mission at Cedar­
more. For the last several summers, 
they have provided valuable assis­
tance to our Cedarmore staff as they 
arrange arrival dates, times and 
work with the Campers on Mission 
and our leadership to determine re­
sponsibilities. Even as you read this, 

unteer team next summer at Cedar­
more? If you are interested, contact 
Ed and Wanda Lyons through our 
Cedarmore property. Call Cedar­
more at (502) 747-8911. We'll put 
you in touch with them. We need 
your help next summer. Come see 
God at work in the lives of nearly 
3,000 teens and children at the var­
ious Cedarmore camps! 

Rusty Ellison is president of Kentucky Bap­
tist Assemblies, Box 43364, Louisville, KY 
40253-0364. Call (502) 499-8655 
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One more request 
"It's almost here." 
When we were kids, the words 

"I can't wait" usually followed that 
phrase, especially around the holi­
days. As adults, the trappings of the 
Christmas season probably bring 
more stress than thrill, but even the 
stodgiest among us still experience 
some feeling of anticipation around 
Dec. 24. Imagine what it must have 

For many of you, part of the 
busy-ness was providing Christmas 
for KBHC children. Our kids have 
received so many blessings from 
Kentucky Baptists and we are grate­
ful. In many cases you have given 
the kids exactly what they asked 
for-a unique experience for many 
of them! 

You also have brought parties to 
been like in heaven as 
God determined that time 
had reached its "fullness" 
and the Messiah would 
be born. Talk about antic­
ipation! Nothing could 
possibly compare. 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

our programs and spon­
sored families in need. 
For our children in resi­
dential care, we've saved 
some presents for tomor­
row, so, just like your 
kids, ours will have gifts 
to open on Christmas 
morning. 

Can you imagine the 
multitude of angels wait­
ing to be released to join 
the one making the an­
nouncement to the shep­
herds? That was one 
warm up in the bullpen I 
would have given any- Bill Smithwick 

But, unlike your chil­
dren, ours will be spend­
ing the day away from 
family, in a temporary 
home with kids like 
themselves and counse­
lors. For some kids who thing to see. 

I hope that as we experience the 
anticipation of seeing extended 
family, watching children or grand­
children open presents or enjoy hol­
iday traditions of giving and receiv­
ing we will all keep in mind the 
original miracle that started it all. 

Today and tomorrow many of us 
will be focusing inward, toward our 
families and closest of friends to 
celebrate this holy day. The Christ­
mas musicals, parties and other 
busy-ness are over. 

Love 
By Robert Dunston 

Cumberland College alumnus 
Bryan Bass-Riley wrote this week 's 
Advent devotional on love. Matthew 
22:37-39 serves as the text. 

After Bass-Riley's graduation 
from Cumberland College in May 
1995, he-attended Princeton Theo­
logical Seminary on a full scholar­

have come from such horrible back­
grounds of abuse and neglect, this 
will be their best Christmas ever, 
but it still won't be easy. 

Please pray for our children-in 
our homes and in foster care-and 
our staff and foster parents tomor­
row. Even after all you've done, 
that could be the greatest gift you 
give them this Christmas. 
Bill Smithwick is president of Kentucky 
Baptist Homes for Children. Contact KBHC 
at (800) 456-1386 or at www.kbhc.org 

born on Dec. 23. 
"Anna's birth was the most won­

der-filled event of my life. The next 
evening while leading Christmas 
Eve worship, I could not keep my 
voice frorri breaking and my eyes 
from tearing as I proclaimed, 'Unto 
us a Child is born.' 

"I came to understand some­
thing new about God's Jove. The 

ship. He graduated from 
Princeton in 1998 and 
now serves as chaplain 
for the Hospice of the 
Visiting Nurse of Great­
er Philadelphia. While 
ministering he is pursu­
ing a master's degree in 
social work at Monmouth 
University and working 
on his first novel. He and 
his wife, Lori, have one 
daughter. 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

image of God as a parent 
had never been very 
meaningful to me, but as 
I thought about my new 
daughter, I understood 
why the biblical writers 
compared God's love to 
the love of a parent. As 
we shared together at 
Christ's table, the depth 
of God's love became 
clear-God was broken 
and poured out because 

"Advent 2000 was like no oth­
er Advent I have experienced. In 
some ways, it was very normal. 
As a pastor, I helped lead my 
church through the liturgical cel­
ebrations of our tirrie of hope­
filled waiting for the birth of the 
Christ child in Bethlehem. 

"Yet my wife, Lori, and I were 
anxiously awaiting the coming of 
another child-our first baby was 
due on Jan. 6. I felt the awe-filled 
wonder of waiting for new life in 
a way that I previously could not 
have imagined. Anna Noel was 

of His great, parental, self-giving 
love. Through Anna's birth, I dis­
covered a love that I never could 
have imagined and that left me for­
ever changed. How much greater 
the love God showed us through the 
coming of the Christ child!" 

We at Cumberland College wish 
you a Christmas filled with the joy 
and wonder of our Savior's birth. 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland College, 
6000 College Station Dr., Williamsburg, KY 
40769 
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Bible Crossword 
Across 
1 Teen's task? 
4 "Into your_are they 

delivered" (Genesis 9:2) 
8 King of the Amalekites 

(1 Samuel 15) 
12 Govt. agency 
13 Hatred (Ital.) 
14 At any_ 
15 The sound of this sent a fiery 

mountain into the sea 
(Revelation 8, 2 words) 
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18 Three_ years (Isaac's age at 
fatherhood; Genesis 25) 

19 Year (Sp.) 
20 Fune(al 
23 Desire -
27 Thought 
30 Cooking pot 
32 Encore! (Fr.) 
33 "For John came to you in the 

way of __ " 
(Matthew 21 :32) 

36 Used to form feminine name 
(suffix) 

37 Bramble (Heb., var. pl.) 
38 Auditoriums 
39 Melchizedek, king of _ 

(Genesis 14) • 
41 Dines 
43 Vehicle 
45 Springs where John baptized 

(John 3) 
49 "a good _ have all they that 

do his commandments" 
(Psalm 111:10) 

54 River of France and Germany 
55 Great Lake 
56 Meadow 

Last week's solution 

© 1997 Barbour Publishing 

57 Entertainment award 
58 "there were between 

Rehoboam and Jeroboam" 
(2 Chronicles 12:15) 

59 Of the family of the Erites 
(Numbers 26) 

Down 
1 kit 
2 Oil org. 
3 Texas town 
4 Nectar 
5 "I will_ unto thy days fifteen 

years" (2 Kings 20:6) 
6 Young louse 
7 Feminine name 
8 "Put on the full of God" 

(Ephesians 6:11,NIV) 
9 Mountain ravine 
10 Dined 
11 _ real! (colloq.) 
16 Wife of Chilion 
17 Character in The Last of the 

Mahicans 
21 "as swift as the_ upon the 

mountains" (1 Chronicles 12:8) 
22 Oak (Heb., pl.) 

Doug Marlette 

fl"S A i1::)INTEDOBJfer. 
SE.cu~ITY SAYS IT 
COl.lLD BE LIGEt> A-$ 

A WEAPON. 

I 
Mike Morgan 

24 Resting 
25 Clamp 

____ i 

26 U.S. agency which incorporates 
the Weather Bureau 

27 Eye part 
28 Actress Merrill 
29 Evenly proportioned (Fr.) 
31 Hawaiian feast 
34 Wife of Judah's son Er 

(Genesis 38) 
35 Snooped 
40 "_ knee shall bow" 

(Isaiah 45:23) 
42 Flat, rectangular pieces 
44 All dirs. 
46 White 
47 Extraordinary person 
48 East African folklore character 
49 Employ 
50 One-time war zone (colloq.) 
51 Hoover 
52_-la 
53 "the fowls of the 

(Job 12:7) 
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■ Judge to appeal Commandments ruling. 
Alabama Chief Justice Roy Moore has filed 
notice that he will appeal a federal court 
order declaring his monument to the Ten 
Commandments in the state judicial 
building unconstitutional. "Federal district 
courts have no jurisdiction or authority to 
prohibit the acknowledgement of God that 
is specifically recognized in the Constitution 
of Alabama," Moore said in a written 
statement. "Our constitution provides that 
to establish justice, we must invoke 'the 
favor and guidance of Almighty God."' The 
5,300-pound monument features the King 
James Bible version of the Ten 
Commandments sitting on top of a granite 
block. 

■ Wiccan wants to pray for county. A 
Wiccan priestess is suing her county for the 
right to offer prayers at meetings of county 
officials. Cynthia Simpson contends that the 
Chesterfield, County, Va., Board of 
Supervisors discriminated against her on 
the basis of her faith when it denied her 
request to offer the opening prayer at a 
board meeting. For many years, the 
supervisors have opened their board 
meetings with prayers offered by local 
Christian ministers and priests or Jewish 
rabbis. But when Simpson volunteered, the 
county attorney rejected the offer, stating 
that only "Judea-Christian" clergy could 
offer prayers at county board meetings. 

■AIDS orphans not on evangelicals' radar. 
A minuscule percent~ge of evangelical 

NATION 
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NATIONAL NOTES 
Christians say they would help children 
orphaned by AIDS, a recent survey shows. 
The survey, sponsored by the evangelical 
Christian humanitarian organization World 
Vision, found that 3 percent of evangelicals 
said they "definitely" would help children 
orphaned because of AIDS. Overall, 5 
percent of 1,000 adults surveyed said they 
would help children in such a situation. 
"Nearly 2,000 years after Jesus gave us 
the parable of the Good Samaritan, we are 
still asking the question, 'Who is my 
neighbor?' And we're still getting the 
answer wrong," World Vision President 
Richard Stearns said. 

■ Many pastors differ with denomination. 
Four out of 1 0 of the nation's Protestant 
pastors don't agree with their 
denomination on political and theological 
matters, a new survey shows. Ellison 
Research of Phoenix found that 19 percent 
of pastors are more liberal theologically 
than their denomination, 23 percent are 
more conservative and 59 percent say 
their views align with their denomination's 
teachings. The numbers add up to more 
than 100 percent because of rounding. 
"Theologically, about as many pastors feel 
their denomination is too conservative as 
feel it is too liberal," said Ron Sellers, 
president of Ellison Research. 

■ Religious freedom panel head named. 
The U.S. Commission on International 
Religious Freedom named Joseph Crapa 
as its new executive director. Crapa will 

lead the independent federal agency that 
advises the Bush administration and 
Congress on how countries treat people of 
faith. Crapa previously served as chief of 
staff to· Sen. Charles E. Schumer, D-N.Y., 
and served as assistant administrator at 
the U.S. Agency for International 
Development during the Clinton 
administration. 

■ Christian Men's Network chief resigns. 
The leader of the Christian Men's Network 
has decided to leave his position after 
three months. A.R. Bernard, pastor of the 
Christian Cultural Center, a Brooklyn, N.Y., 
megachurch, succeeded Ed Cole, the 
founder of the network, who died in 
August. Under Cole, the organization 
pioneered men's ministry, with an 
emphasis on discipleship and Christian 
character development. Bernard said, 
"Sadly, the philosophical and financial 
management differences between the late 
Dr. Cole's family and me are 
irreconcilable." 

■ Faith leaders name porn distributors. 
Comcast Corp. and General Motors are 
the country's two biggest distributors of 
pornography, according to a broad-based 
coalition of church leaders. By carrying 
pay-per-view adult prqgramming on their 
cable networks, the two Fortune 500 
behemoths are responsible for the 
"mainstreaming of pornography," 
according to Roman Catholic Archbishop 
William Cardinal Keeler of Baltimore, 

co-chairman of the Religious Alliance 
Against Pornography. Members of the 
broad-based group took their concerns 
about "white collar pornography" to 
Attorney General John Ashcroft earlier this 
month. 

■ Ohio school ends Bible distribution. 
Finding a Gideons' Bible in a hotel room is 
nothing unusual. Finding one in a fifth­
grade science class is another matter. That 
discovery prompted a parent's complaint in 
Rushville, Ohio. Rushville Middle School 
Principal Gene Scott has agreed to stop the 
practice of allowing representatives from 
Gideons International to enter the school to 
distribute copies of the New Testament. 
"This is my third year here, and we had not 
received a complaint until about a week 
ago," Scott said. 

■ Ad to Bush invokes Jesus about Iraq. 
More than 125 Christians and Jews urged 
President Bush to allow Jesus to "change 
your mind" on war with Iraq in a full-page 
New York Times advertisement. The ad, 
paid for by Religious Leaders for Sensible 
Priorities, warned of a "strong faith-based 
revolt against war in Iraq" and said the 
president should listen to religious leaders. 
The ad said the war would be "an 
unprovoked, preemptive attack on a nation 
which is not threatening the United States." 
Bob Edgar, general secretary of the National 
Council of Churches and a former 
Democratic congressman from 
Pennsylvania, spearheaded the ad. 

Lottie would be pleased; James Burns would be surprised! 'I was in prison and you visited me' 
Every Southern Baptist knows that December gan to understand each other. 

means international missions. What does that have One can only imagine how difficult it must be 
to do with Oneida Baptist Institute? A lot! to be in a foreign country trying to get an educa-

I doubt if the founder of our school, James A. tion, but not speaking or understanding the lan­
Burns, thought in 1899 that his little mountain guage. Possibly even more challenging was the 
school someday would attract students from fact that Gene did not have anyone to talk to on a 
around the world. For 50 years, we have had stu- daily basis. With the help of his roommates, teach­
dents from many nations. We now have students ers, house parents and other concerned staff, Gene 
from a dozen countries. began to speak and understand the English Ian-

Southern Baptists know that Lottie Moon ded- guage. 
icated her life to missions in China. I 
believe that Lottie Moon and James A. 
Bums would be happy to know that 
OBI's ministry has reached around the 
world to China. 

Jun Yi Bo (we call him "Gene") 
came to us three years ago from China. 
He iives near Nanning, in the state of 
Guangxi. Gene heard about Oneida 
from Christian workers serving in Chi­
na. Gene's mother is a medical doctor, 
and his father is a professional business­
man. When the opportunity was pre­
sented to Gene's parents for him to 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

come to the United States, I am sure W.F. Underwood 

We were extremely pleased, but a bit 
apprehensive, when he went forward 
during a worship service. We weren't 
sure he understood what he was doing. 
On the next school break, Gene stayed 
with a Christian couple who had a 
unique connection with him. The hus­
band is American but his wife is Chi­
nese. We told them about Gene's deci­
sion at church and that we were not re­
ally sure ifhe fully understood it. When 
Gene returned after the break, the cou­
ple assured us that he had, in fact, invit­
ed Christ into his life and he fully un­
derstood what he was doing. By the 
way, this couple now is serving in Chi-they had mixed emotions. They were 

excited at the opportunity for their son to be edu­
cated in the U.S., but they were most likely anx­
ious about their only child leaving China. You 
may know that Chinese families are allowed to 
have only one child. Allowing that child to leave 
their country and care must have been a very chal­
lenging decision. 

Gene made the trip halfway around the world 
by himself. Mrs. Underwood is the admissions 
director for our international students. Gene spoke 
no English, and she did not speak Chinese. With 
the help of a Chinese/ American dictionary and 
two hours of intense effort, little by little they be-

na as Christian workers. 
Gene is on the honor roll and is very studious. 

He is focused and wants to do his very best. I am 
sure his parents are proud of him. 

The 2002 WMU Lottie Moon Offering mate­
rial says, "China is one of the most difficult plac­
es to send Christian workers. Some ... Chinese 

• believers will return to their homeland and take 
with them the gospel of Jesus Christ." Oneida is 
helping to send the gospel around the world! 
W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www.oneida 
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org 
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Saturdays and Sundays are visi­
tation days at Bell County Forestry 
Camp, a minimum-security prison 
about 12 miles from Clear Creek. 
On the two weekends before Christ­
mas the inmates presented toys to 
their children. Clear Creek senior 
Robert Lair, a volunteer chaplain, 
and other students organized a toy 
drive to help inmates secure toys for 
about 150 children. 

goal in preaching is to disciple the 
believers and help them live for 
Christ when they leave." The group 
loves music; some inmates sing so­
los while others play the piano, or­
gan and guitar. "One man feels the 
call to preach," Lair said. "He has 
preached some, and I've seen amaz­
ing growth in his life." 

Local churches cooperated in a 
recent outreach event and 

Born and reared in 
California, Lair moved to 
Lexington a year after he 
and Debra married. His 
work as a truck driver 
exposed him to the hurt­
ing people of the cities: 
homeless, addicts, the 
physically and spiritually 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

also helped meet hygiene 
needs. Each resident re­
ceived a clear plastic bag 
with soap, toothpaste, 
deodorant and a New 
Testament. "We reached 
all the inmates with 
God's Word." Lair said. 
'This also gave an oppor-

destitute. 
"The Lord stirred my 

heart to go into the high­
ways and hedges to help 
people know Him," Lair Bill Whittaker 

• tunity for inmates to 
serve the Lord. One told 
me, 'It was good that I 
could give this to some 
who have been persecut­
ing me and tell them said. 

His call to ministry came while 
he and his wife were members of 
Cane Run Baptist Church in Lex­
ington. 'The pastor and people have 
encouraged us so much with 
prayers and financial help," Lair 
stated. 

Lair's chaplain duties include a 
Sunday afternoon chapel service, 
Bible studies and ministry/evange­
lism projects. "When I started, only 

Jesus loves you and died for you.' 
The event helped us all." 

Lair is grateful for the ministry 
training and practical advice he re­
ceives at Clear Creek. "Prison work 
is difficult, but my teachers have 
great experience and wise counsel." 

He and Debra will graduate next 
May and plan to enroll in New Or­
leans Seminary. 

one inmate attended," Lair said. Bill Whittaker is president of Clear Creek 
"Now as many as eight come. My Baptist Bible College, Pineville, KY 40977 
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Bone box's inscription raises questions 

TORONTO (BP)-Possible dif­
ferences of the handwriting in the in­
scription on the James bone box have 
led critics to suggest that the phrase 
about Jesus could have been added by 
a forger. 

In October, a press conference an­
nounced the discovery of an ossuary, 
or burial bone box, roughly 20 inches 
long, 10 inches wide and 12 inches 
high. 

An inscription on the outside of the 
box reads, "James, son of Joseph, 
brother of Jesus." 

The box was purchased about 15 
years ago for $700 or less by a private 
collector in Jerusalem. 

But some critics claim the inscrip­
tion appears to be written in two dif­
ferent hands. 

Experts discussed the validity of 
the inscription at a conference of bib­
lical and archaeological researchers in 
Toronto, where the box currently is on 
display. Andre Lemaire, the French 
specialist in Aramaic who first pro­
posed the inscription's connection to 
Jesus, defended its authenticity. 

"When you look at the inscription, 
there are not two parts," he said. "In 
the second part, you also have formal 
script. Only two letters are cursive .... 
That mixture of cursive and formal 
script is well-known from other in­
scriptions." 

Phrase added later? 
Some scholars have suggested that 

the second part of the inscription may 
have been added during the Byzantine 
period in Jerusalem when pilgrims 
coming to the Holy Land began seek­
ing out objects related to Jesus so that 
they could venerate them, according 
to an article in the Baltimore Sun. 

But Peter Richardson, archaeolo­
gist and professor emeritus at the Uni­
versity of Toronto, explained that by 
the Byzantine period James was al­
most universally referred to as "the 
brother of our Lord," not "the brother 
of Jesus." 

Richardson said he believes the 
second phrase was added sometime 
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BONE BOX An ossuary, or bone box, was 
used by many wealthy families in the first 
century in the Middle East, according to Joel 
Drinkard, a professor of Old Testament and 
archeology at Southern Baptist Theological' 
Seminary in Louisville. (Photo courtesy of 
Biblical Archaeology Society, Washington, 
D.C,) 

between the middle of the first centu­
ry and the early second century by a 
Christian community that knew 
James, as "a reinforcement of the first 
part of the inscription, rather than a 
forgery." 

Kyle Mccarter Jr., a noted Johns 
Hopkins University expert in ancient 
Near East languages, agreed. 

"It is possible that someone in a 
community that venerated James, who 
had an awareness of this ossuary, per­
haps even knew that it was indeed 
James the brother of Jesus' ossuary, 
simply wanted to make it explicit," 
McCarter said. 

A Louisville archeologist who has 
viewed the box said he hasn't seen 
anything that would suggest it is any­
thing other than what it has been pro­
fessed to be: a centuries-old bone box 
with an equally old inscription. 

"The ossuary itself appears to be 
ancient," said Joel Drinkard, profes­
sor of Old Testament and archeology 
at Southern Baptist Theological Sem­
inary in Louisville. 

Drinkard said it's possible that the 
inscription is from two different 
hands, but said the whole inscription 
appears to be "ancient." 

"I say that both in terms of the 
forms of the letters and the reports 

~~Tia" 
Wes tern Recorder 

from the Israeli scientists," he said 
Israeli scientists who inspected the 

box reported finding centuries-old 
patina, resulting from chemical or 
mineral deposits, on both the box and 
the inscription. "It's virtually impos­
sible to fake that kind of patina," 
Drinkard said. 

He called the handwriting "semi­
professional," meaning it is neat (bet­
ter than mere graffiti) but not the kind 
that would be found on royal inscrip­
tions. That could be the reason for any 
differences, he added. 

Skeptical of which James 
But that doesn 't mean that 

Drinkard is convinced that the box 
belonged to the James. "While I think 
that the ossuary is an authentic os­
suary, I am less convinced that it 
would be our James, James the broth­
er of Jesus and the leader of the first 
century church in Jerusalem." 

His reason: Jesus was laid in a bor­
rowed tomb. 

"I have no real evidence to believe 
that that early church in Jerusalem was 
a wealthy church or that he (James) 
himself was wealthy," Drinkard said. 
"And both family tombs and ossuar­
ies tended to be used by the wealthy 
or the aristocratic." 

Many of the questions associated 
with the ossuary can never be an­
swered, he added, because of the 
source of the bone box's discovery. 

"It didn't come out of an excava­
tion, it came out of a black market 
purchase," he said. Had it been found 
during a controlled archeological dig, 
researchers could have further ex­
plored the family tomb and other evi­
dence in the region. -

"The fact that we have none of that 
hurts the potential of drawing conclu­
sions from that," he said. 

The limestone box is scheduled to 
return to Israel at the conclusion of its 
exhibition at the Royal Ontario Mu­
seum in Toronto at the end of Decem­
ber. 
With additional reporting by News Director 
David Winfrey 
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Advisers offer tips to teach 
young boys' Sunday school 
By Brandy Campbell 
SBC LifeWay Christian Resources 

NASHVILLE (BP)-lf you've ever taught a Sunday school 
class full of little boys, you know they're made of more than 
snakes and snails and puppy dog tails. 

They also have a keen sense of adventure, a flair for 
mischief, a dash of curiosity and lots of energy. 

But if you have them in your Sunday school class at all, 
count yourself lucky, said Jan Marler, childhood ministries 
specialist for LifeWay Christian Resources of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

Marler and her husband, Ken, adult growth specialist for 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention, led a "Don't Lose the 
Boys" conference earlier this fall. • , 

Since 1981, boys have spent 71 percent less time in 
church compared with girls at 25 percent less time, according 
to a report in American Demographics magazine, Jan Marler 
s.aid. . • • 

Boys are six times more likely to have a learning disorder, 
three times more likely to .be drug addicts in life and 12 times 
more likely to commit murder, she said the report revealed. 

Males make up 80 percent of suicides under age 20, and 
90 percent of people in drug treatment programs are men, 
she said. 

"We've lost a generation qf boys," she Said. 
The Marlers, who have four girls, said they learned quickly 

that boys learn "in a very different way from girls" when they 
began leading a TeamKID cias§. at theirchurch, . . . 

"Boys are verj visual learners," she said. "S·o, if a boy hits 
a girl in your Sunday school'ctass, it cfoesn't do a lot of good 
to say, 'Johnny, you hurt Cindy,_and yoq need to apologize.' 

ill What you have to db is show;him the bruise, and say this is 
what happens when you hit people." . • 
• Because boys tend to learn visually, classes for them 

" should incorporate pictures,;role-playing and concrete 
'' examples 1n the lessons. • • • • <>' 

~ 

Discipline and role models . . 
When disciplhiing boys,·~lvisual formofpunishment, like, 

taking away privileges or toys; is often effective. • 
Because boys 'also respond to a deep, stern voice, 

enlisting a male teacher is helpful, shesaid, . 
"Sometimes women need"to enlistmeh'to help with 

discipline," Marlel'said. "Boys ciften respond better to men. 
The male teacher should be stern, but loving. He needs to be 
a spiritual role model, not justa Sundayschopl bouncer." 

Because boys come into tlie classroqm "raring to go, 
teachers should have a plan of action,'' Ken Marler said. "You 
can't just tell them to hush and sit down. That's not how they 
work.", 

The key to channeling their energy is through diversion 
and distraction, he said. • 

'.'.Whenyou h.~ve a 2-yeakold, the way you keep -him 
happy is. toleep him distracted," he said: "It's the same with 
older boys. But don't distract in the same way every week. • 
When they figure you out, they're already two steps _ahead of 
you." • . ,/ . ,.;H ... 1!\ • J/· 

w Jan Marler suggested using games whenever possible. 
•iGames can communicate to children on a different level," 

she said. "If you fird new way§ to.com1T1unicate the truths of 
the Bible,Jhey will 'remember those truths." - "' e,/ 

Ken Marler warned against games with winners and 
losers. Boys are competitive, he said, so games must be 
played ip way§ th~teverybbdywins, apd;~yerybody·holds ao 
important role. • . ;; • .... •.•· ·•·- • • •• • 

The Marlers stressed unconditional love and acceptance 
'{l'hen 1~~Jng 'Nitt~oys; ,,ij~I;;;, ' i ,.d1)I}\\\., J), .. ? , . 

+ :qr ~'so hard· totteWwhat ~ipd1pf· hoU;i~<life ·they' re coming 
\ fromt ker,Y Marler said. "This may be the only love some of 
v these kids are getting. If we .shdwthem the love of Christ, we 

·Can SqV~)he riexfq:~r~raticf ' .,, - ··"· 
,::..:;:;,::,;.;._...,, 
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PRAYER 
PARTNERS 

Please pray for these 
people and projects, 

which are part of 
Kentucky Baptists' 

partnership with Baptists 
in Poland, Europe and 

New England: 

■ Boldness for believers 
in Silesia, Poland. 

■ Missionary nurse Kara 
Kelley in Bucharest, 

Romania, as she 
develops booklets on 

health issues to use with 
Roma/Gypsy women. 

■ Missionaries Gordon 
and Amy Moore in the 
Canary Islands as they 

teach English as a 
Second Language 

classes. They write: "Ask 
that many gospel seeds 
will be planted, watered 

and harvested." 

■ Kentuckians Doyle 
and Arlee Searcy. Mrs. 

Searcy has been 
diagnosed with 

inoperable cancer. 
Searcy is pastor of 
Bethel International 

Baptist Church in 
Frankfort, Germany. 

■ Baptists in France 
who will be distributing 

gospel portions 
throughout the lie-de­

France region during 
2003. "Ask that 

thousands of French 
families will have open 

hearts and minds to 
receive and read the 

message from the 
Word," missionaries 

write. 

■ Wisdom for 
missionaries working 

with the deaf in Moscow, 
Russia. More than 

40,000 deaf people 
live in the city and 

surrounding suburbs. 

PEOPLE 
Pljl;is~llkllw....,.111@+1 

Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by staff 

■ CALIFORNIA-First Twelve 
Mile Church called Cohen Copley as • 
pastor. He previously was minister of 
education and youth at Fort Mitchell 
Church. 
■ CAMPBELLSVILLE- Camp­
bellsville Church called Cyndi Crow­
der as interim minister of youth and 
Bruce Warf as interim minister of 
college students. 

Green River Memorial Church re­
cently dedicated a prayer room spon­
sored by the church's Woman's Mis­
sionary Union. Gary Durham is pas­
tor. 
■ HOPKINSVILLE-First Church 
will host Christian vocalist and song­
writer Luke Garrett in concert Dec. 
29, 6 p.m. He also will provide spe­
cial music during the morning wor­
ship service. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Walnut Street 

Church presented its 25th annual Liv­
ing Christmas Tree this month. Gene 
Sutherland was music director/pro­
ducer. 
■ MANCHESTER-Walter Camp­
bell, a retired Kentucky Baptist pas­
tor, died Dec. 3. Campbell, a gradu­
ate of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, had taught at 
Oneida Baptist Institute. He also had 
been pastor of Hyden Church and 
West Point Church in Centertown. His 
funeral service was held at Manches­
ter Church. 
■ MET A-Brushy Creek Mission 
ordained John Hinkle and Ronald 
Robinette as deacons Dec. 15. John 
Blackburn is pastor. 
■ PADUCAH-Tony Whitfield re­
tired as minister of music at Imman­
uel Church effective Dec. 22. Jamie 
Broome is senior minister. 

Grant, Boone, Blind Boys of Alabama 
named to Gospel Music Hall of Fame 

NASHVILLE (RNS)-Singer 
Amy Grant will be inducted into the 
Gospel Music Hall of Fame next 
year, along with the Blind Boys of 
Alabama and Pat Boone. 

The Gospel Music Association 
said the three musical luminaries 
will be honored during its 34th an­
nual Dove A wards on April 10 in 
Nashville. 

"This is a particularly exciting class 
of inductees for the Gospel Music Hall 
of Fame," said Frank Breeden, presi­
dent of the Nashville-based associa­
tion. "Here are represented three dis­
tinct exceptional artists who have been 
incredibly influential in gospel mu­
sic's history and yet continue to have 
a musical impact today." 

Established in 1971, the Gospel 
Music Hall of Fame has inducted 122 
members since its inception, includ­
ing Elvis Presley, Mahalia Jackson, 
Andrae Crouch, Bill and Gloria Gaith-

er, the Oak Ridge Boys and Billy Gra­
ham. 

Grant has won 20 Dove Awards 
and five Grammy Awards and is cred­
ited with helping contemporary Chris­
tian music become a force on the mu­
sic scene. 

"Being a part of the Hall of Fame 
feels like a handing down to the next 
generation, a celebration of roots," 
Grant said in a statement. 

The Blind Boys of Alabama 
formed their group in 1939 at the Al­
abama Institute for the Negro Blind 
and officially took the name they now 
use in 1944. Known for their soul gos­
pel music, the group's members have 
recorded more than 50 albums. 

Boone has had 60 hits on the U.S. 
singles charts during his career and 
recorded more than a dozen Christian 
albums in the 1970s. His work con­
tinues with "Under God," a success­
ful single released this year. 

HOLIDAY FEAST Cumberland College student Brad Helm presents the ceremonial boar's 
head during the school's annual Madrigal Singers performance. The boar's head is the 
traditional invitation for guests to begin eating the main course at the event. The Madrigal 
Dinners are held each year at Cumberland College during the first weekend of December. 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
FOR SALE: 1995 GMC 29-pas­

senger bus. Low miles; $23,000. Call 
Richard, First Baptist, Richmond, 
(859) 623-4028. 

HEALTHCARE: Pre-existing 
conditions accepted. Non-insurance 
solution for hospitals, doctors, medi­
cations, vision, dental, hearing and 
more. Representatives needed. 
$54.95/month per family. (888) 645-
4559. www.healthplanprovider.net; 
www .braxtonenterprises.netceo6660. 

SEEKING: Interim part-time 
WMU consultant. Experience with 
Women on Mission required. Position 
includes leadership training and di­
recting fall retreats. For additional in­
formation, contact Joy Bolton, exec­
utive director, Kentucky WMU, (502) 
245-6485. 

SEEKING: Ohio River Baptist 
Association, a 41-church association 
in Western Kentucky, is prayerfully 
seeking a director of missions. Re­
sumes will be received through Dec. 
31, 2002. All responses will remain 
confidential. Please mail to: Search 
Committee, Ohio River Baptist Asso­
ciation, PO Box 9, Salem, KY 42078. 

SEEKING: Red House Baptist 
Church is now accepting applications 
for a full-time minister of students/ 
education. Please send resume by Dec. 
31 to 2301 Red House Road, Rich­
mond, KY 40475. 

SEEKING: Pastor for rural church 
(SBC affiliation). Send resume and ref­
erences to: Search Committee, 425 Pope 
Ave., Harrodsburg, KY 40330. 

SEEKING: Pastor. Send resumes 
to: Eastview Baptist Church, 1017 
Earl St., Henderson, KY 42420. 
Phone: (270) 521-7120. 

SEEKING: Year-round part-time 
camp director for Kentucky WMU 
Mission Adventure Camp for Girls. 
Requires full-time work during sum­
mer camping seasor,. Experience with 
children's camp ano WMU organiza­
tions for children required. For addi­
tional information, contact Joy Bolt­
on, executive director, Kentucky 
WMU, (502) 245-6485. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
music/youth. Please send resumes to: 
Otter Creek First Baptist Church, 
13000 Quail Run Drive, Little Rock, 
AR 72210, Attn: Martha Owens. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor. West 
Broadway Baptist Church is seeking 
God's anointed to lead our church. 
WBBC is a growing, loving church 
averaging 275 in worship and 200 in 
Sunday school. Please send resume 
to: Pastor Search Committee, 8420 
Six Mile Lane, Louisville, I<..'Y 40220. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
First Baptist Church, Greenville, Ky. 
Send resume to: Pastor Search Com­
mittee, First Baptist Church, 145 S 
Main St., Greenville, KY 42345. 

SEEKING: Full-time associate 
pastor for Southside Baptist Church in 
Middlesboro, Ky. Duties will include 
song leading and supervision of the 
full music program, leading weekly 
youth worship service, daily adminis­
trative duties and some preaching re­
sponsibilities. Formal education not 
required for candidate with qualifying 
experience. Send resume to: Search 
Committee, Southside Baptist 
Church, 410 W Doncaster Ave., Mid­
dlesboro, KY 40965. Phone inquiries: 
Pastor Jay Sulfridge, (606) 248-4094. 
E-mail: pastorj@eastky.net. Video or 
audio tapes would be very helpful. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth and 
music minister for First Baptist 
Church, Liberty, Ky. Looking for in­
dividual called into this special min­
istry. Could, in time, turn into full-time 
position. Send resume to: Personnel 
Committee, First Baptist Church, PO 
Box 58, Liberty, KY 42539. Phone: 
(606) 787-7360. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor/min­
ister for Grant's Lick Baptist Church, 
Campbell County, Ky. Send resume 
to: Robert Miller (search committee 
chairman), 6098 Hissem Ave., Alex­
andria, KY 41001. Phone: (606) 635-
7420. 

SERVICE: America's Christian 
Jong distance. Free toll-free number; 
4.9 cents/minute; 6-second increment 
billing; no contracts; online sign-up. 
www.talklongdistance.net, (888) 645-
4559. 

SERVICE: America's fastest 
growing Christian long distance com­
pany. No monthly service charge; 4.9 
cents per minute; 6-second billing. 
Toll-free: (866) 736-7869. www. 
covenantphoneservice.com. Agent 
opportunity available. 
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WORLD 
Crackdown in Belarus 
Propaganda and 
ignorance result in 
persecution for 
Baptists and others 
By Frank Brown 
Religion News Service 

GOMEL, Belarus (RNS)-One 
morning late in November, Pastor 
Dmitry Podlobko anived at his small 
Church of the Living Faith to find that 
vandals had destroyed the church's 
sign and wooden fence. 

It wasn't the first time the Pente­
costal church in Gome!, Belarus, had 
been targeted. And Podlobko says it 
won't be the last. 

In fact, the 27-year-old pastor says 
he and his flock of 150 are bracing 
themselves for worse as a draconian 
new religion law takes effect in Be­
larus, the former Soviet republic 
known as Europe's last dictatorship. 

"Today, a drunk might tear down 
a fence or throw a rock through our 
window. Tomorrow, God forbid, 
drunks might take clubs and attack our 
parishioners," Podlobko said the day 
after the Nov. 26 vandalism. 

"I think it is a result of all the anti­
church propaganda. Just this week 
there was a long, negative article in 
the government newspaper Respubli­
ka about charismatic and Pentecostal 
churches. People read this stuff. It has 
an effect on them," Podlobko says. 

Propaganda, ignorance and Soviet­
ingrained suspicions of religions oth­
er than the dominant Russian Ortho­
dox Church mean that Belarussians 
often know little about the country's 
fast growing Protestant minority. 

Podlobko says there is a wide­
spread belief that charismatic Chris­
tians engage in human sacrifice. 

Dmitry Lazuta, a Baptist pastor in 
the capital Minsk, adds, "A lot of peo­
ple think that we drink blood, that we 
sacrifice children. I would think that 
half the population thinks this .... The 
term 'Baptist' is a scary word here." 

In this environment, the country's 
estimated 100,000 evangelical Protes­
tants are especially nervous that the 
new religion law will be used to legit­
imize and expand what had been un­
official discrimination against minor­
ity faiths- frotrrJews to Ron:ian Cath­
olics· to dissident Orthodox Christians. 

Protection or discrimination 
In ptinciple1 the law is designed to 

protect Belarus' 10 million citizens 
from dangerous religious cults. In 
practice, the law buttresses the domi­
nant position of the Russian Orthodox 
Church through a series of restrictions 
ranging from a requirement that legal 
congregations have more than 20 peo­
ple to a-ban on group prayer in pri­
vate homes. 

This 1last requirement is especially 
disruptive for Protestant congrega­
tions that rely heavily on home Bible 
study to engage believers be~ween 
Sunday services. A Pentecostal mis­
sionary from Amarillo, Texas, who 
works for a secular charity in Minsk 
says the rule on home prayer makes 
her especially vulnerable. 

"You never know until you get a 
knock on the door," says the woman, 
who asked not to be identified. "We 
assemble more than the law says we 
can assemble. I have ladies' prayer in 
my home. You never know what will 
happen ... I get my marching orders 
from my Father in heaven. If He sees 
fit that I am kicked out of the country, 
then there are disciples here who will 
continue." 

The number of Western Protestant 
missionaries working openly in Be­
larus appears to have dwindled into 
the single digits as authoritarian pres­
ident Alexander Lukashenko, a fan of 
Adolf Hitler and Josef Stalin, has 
cracked down steadily on dissent, free 
speech and foreign influence. 

But Roman Catholics rely heavily 
on the scores of foreign men, mostly 
Poles, who account for more than half 
the clergy serving Belarus' 600,000-
strong Roman Catholic minority. The 
new law threatens their presence in the 
country by requiring all foreign reli­
gious workers to get special govern­
ment permission every year. The 
country's Catholic hierarchy, howev-. 
er, chose not to oppose the law, much 
to the disma'y of at least two Catholic 
factory workers who staged a two• 
man Nov. 8 protest in Minsk and Were 
arrested. ')1''" • 

The leader of one of the country',s 
largest rton-~rthodox __ congreg_atiRnf, 
Pastor Vasily Moskalenko of tlie 
1,500-rriember Pentecostal Grc;1ce of 
Christ Church 'in Minsk, says protest 
is useless. 

"For what? Why do we need it to­
day?" he asks. "We need to learn how 
to live with this. This is my opinion. 
Most people are in a panic, but I don' t 
think this helps. We need to see what 
God brings." 

Belarus: A bastion of nuttiness 
So far, the new law is serving 

mainly to add to Belarus' growing 
reputation as a bastion of nuttiness. 
Spumed in his attempt in November 
to join world leaders at the NATO 
summit in Prague, Lukashenko threat­
ened to unleash narcotics and migrant 
workers on Europe fr6m his country, 

which borders Poland and Lithuania. 
Subsequently, the United States and 
all the European Union nations except 
Portugal forbade Lukashenko from 
visiting. 

That leaves Belarus with its prin­
cipal ally as Russia, where Lukashen­
ko has cordial relations with president 
Vladimir Putin and a seemingly 
warmer relationship with the ailing 
head of the Russian Orthodox Church, 
Patriarch Alexy II. 

The 80-million member Russian 
Orthodox Church benefits the most 
from the new law which has a clause 
denying government registration to 
religious associations that were not 
recognized by the staunchly atheist 
Soviet government in 1982 or earlier. 
Back then, Russian Orthodoxy was 
also the favored faith, albeit one on a 
tight leash. 

Orthodox Church leaders backed 
the new law, as does the head of a 
Minsk human rights organization as­
sociated with the church, Andrei 
Aleshko. 

"Thanks to this law, our citizens 
will be better protected from totalitar­
ian sects," says OZON director Alesh­
ko, who identifies "dangerous cults" 
as including the already banned Sci­
entologists and the ·unification 
Church of Sun Myung Moon. 

Church bulldozed 
While the law will help the Rus­

sian Orthodox Church in Belarus, it 
almost certainly will hinder the work 
of the tiny Belarussian Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church. That church's lead­
er in Belarus, Yan Spasyuk, said he is 
working with Protestants to work out 
a strategy for coping with the law. 

"The Protestants have a lot more 
experience. They were underground 
for many years," Spasyuk said during 
a recent visit to Moscow. ' 

Spasyuk's 300-member parish in 
the village of Pahranidiny, located 
less than a mile from the Polish bor­
der, is still reeling from the Aug. 1 
demolition by government bulldozers 
of its brick church constructed on 
Spas yuk' s property-allegedly over a 
building code violation. 

WORLD VIEW 
■ Moscow: Protestants, Catholics a security 'threat.' 
Protestant and Catholic leaders reacted with befuddled 
indignation Dec. 6 to an apparent government report 
classifying the two faiths as severe threats to Russia's 
national security. The internal report, excerpts of which were 
published in the respectable Moscow daily Gazeta, ranks the 
Roman Catholic Church as the most dangerous "religious 
extremist" organization operating in Russia today. Protestants 
are ranked No. 2 while Satanists, Jehovah's Witnesses and 
Scientologists come in third. They are trailed by Russia's 
20-million strong Muslim minority, a tiny element of which is 
waging a separatist war in Chechnya. 

■ Church thefts raise alarm of antiquities ring. The theft of 
a 14th-century stone font from the chapel of Usk Castle in 
England-coming a month after the theft of a 1'5th century 
statue from Prinkrash Abbey-has arou.sed fears that a gang 
of thieves may be stealing ecclesiastical antiques to order for 
foreigncollectors. Nick Tolson, the director of Churchwatch, 

•• an organization w.hich advises chur~.hes ,and congregations 
on how to ke~p their treasure.s safe, estimated England's . 

• churches Jqpt about 2,000 items last y~ar tothieyes •• 
compared with the theft of only 42' frortithe cquntry's 
muwums. • •• 

. . ■ Israel backs off Bethlehem ~biistmas .. ,withi~wat:.. isra~li 
President ,r,,1oshe Katsav ~aigp~p; rn tg~t farael made no , • 

....... commitment to withgraw .froni;'.9~:gupiecf'Beth.leptnl);guriog ' 
the Ghristmas, holiday~a day aIT~:f indicating top9pe Jqhn• 
Paul 11 th.at the army inight PU!l{gac~ ffgni,Jne city of ~esut:. 
birth before Dec:24 .. ''.We will rrifil5~ev~ry;eft9rtt6:e~se.the'k.,_ 
situation i!l'Bethlehem;" KatS?Y tolg l~raeJ;.~aqip.cln~.:,gaY,?fter 
his.meeting.i,yifh the pppe .. ;Butth~,q~lfJtom'th.~ .. V~ticanrnust . 
be ·.directed tdwarg the fal~~!igj~g~~qthority.;;;,t(atsav.;said'that 
rtearbyJ~ry:ieli p.opulation t::en!et~ contin.t1.~) . 
terror.;tioln.~~rs· comingJrqni".B~tfilehem\f 

"'·-·>\:::::f/t'=''.\fk, . ft· ••••• ' --,=,?;::)'.'. ~-_,'. <:' ANfF'"'.N, =· .. _·,t,,::} 

11111 U~~eki.~ta" ~~ptlst churc.~;~nt,~\~ G.lo~ur,. l"\,papu~\ , • 
churc.~ contlQY~~.to wait tor~:feply fo~•lt~.r:ifserittd':_·. ·c0 ••. 

qzbeki~tab's ju~ticeminiSJty :cgrppleintrig aeogJ.;offj9.ial\plaims 
thaf itsl registratjQD"ili 1 gg~ w~ 09.(y ~t~JJ~ppta.!Y'.!'~9P'that lhi 

•• nee~s. t_o b~.Je;regJstered to,.~,~ all61tve_d. tp fl.J11gtio ni$teni~lav 
Krm: pastor Of th~·-•U11ite~' qhiifs9 'of~viin'gijli9alCGbri~ti~µSl t 
~aptj~ts •• in m~rashkent 14bprb gf;yl}ir-pQi~;.tilaib!ai.ri~.t.rer ··.·· 

. aut.hodties are'.•~rxing•·tocl9s~;(Jp~11)me:cuqrch(:011 .. tt9m.Ped2.\+ 
. ·up groun.gs.:.Jhe ctjµrch 'regi~tered_:In /\9gust,~)398; tj9r,tne ; .. 
governme~t agenf{ orderedJh1~tf ?.8~M~~~\~~i~i.~W"~~lif 
■ British Mu,um; reject,Bhi"~i~h,t;t,qri;mi ~ifi~~/6t 
~(itish Musll!J1~ ~es four'qJhaf as :perceht of tho§f polled ' 
said the terrorist attacks bf Sept.ieJ 1;20Ql, on the 4Jli!ed <' 
States were nqtiustified anpjust s:percentthbughtthey, w~re. 
A slightly higher perceritage---,-l3Jforcent-said th~y believed.,. 
Osama bin_. Laden was justified in launching attac~s against 
Western targets and 50 percent safd hEi was not. Twenty~six 
percent said he didn't launch the Sept. 11 attacks. 

■ Jailed Chinese church leader on hunger strike. The 
leader of an underground Chinese church who is in jail has 
been on a hunger strike for more than a month. Gong 
Shengliang, the 47-year-old founder of the South China 
Church, originally was sentenced to death in December 2001 _, 
but-those charges were thrown out. In an October retrial, 
Gong was given a life sentence. Gong has been on strike to 
protest his jailers' confiscation of documents he had to 
. document his treatment and prepare for an appeal. 

■ Three killings in Vietnam called part of crackdown. Three 
ethnic minority Christians were executed by Vietnamese 
authorities as part of a recent crackdown on "illegal" Christian 
churches, according to the Montagnard Foundation, a human 
rights watch group. The three Montagnard believers 
reportedly,were killed Oct. 29 after being convicted of 
participation in anti-government activities in February 2001. 
Foundation officials claim Vietnamese authorities have been 
on a systematic campaign to force Christiens out of • , 
unregistered churches, which they _believed had been infected 
by Arrierican • Protestant thought that, as 09e source put it, 
"oppos~s the pro_grarps of the co~~tfY." 
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B _EGlNNING JANUARY_2003! 

On our website, you will find a year's worth of Bible-based 
financial stewardship lessons that will deepen your 
understanding of Christian financial, estate and 'charitable gift 
planning. 

Just log on to 

www.kybaptistfoundation.org 
~ 
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What Is Your Net Worth? 
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