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Baptist publlsher popularlzed ‘Amazmg Grace’

By Mark Wingfield
Texas Baptist Standard

FORT WORTH, Texas—A Tex-
as Baptist layman helped put John
Newton’s “Amazing Grace” on the
map, according to a leading Baptist
hymnologist.

But the way most Americans sing
the popular hymn today isn’t exact-
ly the way it was first sung in the
1770s, according to William Rey-
nolds, .a professor of church music
at Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary and editor of the 1975
Baptist Hymnal.

“Baptist layman Robert H. Cole-
man played a major role in the pop-
ularizing of ‘Amazing Grace’ as we
know it today,” Reynolds said.
Coleman, based in Dallas, was a
leading publisher of hymnals in the
early 20th century.

From 1909 to 1939, Coleman
published 33 hymnals, and all of the
ones designed for congregational
singing included “Amazing Grace,”
Reynolds noted.

Coleman’s influence was broad-
ened beyond hymnal publishing,
Reynolds added, because he served
as music leader for annual meetings
of both the Southern Baptist Con-
vention and the Northern Baptist
Convention before and after World
War L.

But the version of “Amazing
Grace” published and promoted by
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Coleman bore at least two primary
changes from its origin.

First, Coleman attached New-
ton’s hymn text to the tune New
Britain, also the practice of his print-
er, Edwin Excell of Chicago. They
followed a practice first document-
ed in 1835, at least 56 years after
Newton wrote the hymn.

“Amazing Grace” is set in what
musicians call common meter,
which means it can be easily sung
to a variety of tunes written in the
same meter.

From 1789 to 1997, “Amazing
Grace” was published in hundreds
of hymnals set to at least two dozen
tunes, Reynolds explained.

Two of the most popular were
Arlington, best known among Bap-
tists as the tune for “Am I A Soldier
of the Cross,” and Warwick, a tune
not used in Baptist hymnals within
the last century.

Williarh Walker first attached the

tune New Britain to “Amazing
Grace” in his “Southern Harmony,”
published in 1835, Reynolds said.
“The tune is anonymous, and Walk-
er named it New Britain but left no
explanation for doing so.”

Baptists were among the first to
embrace the new tune for “Amaz-
ing Grace,” Reynolds reported. “The
first four church hymnals to accept
the tune New Britain were Baptist
collections.”

Among those were collections
published by Basil Manly Jr., founder
of Southern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary, and H.N. Lincoln, a singing
school teacher and member of First
Baptist Church of Dallas.

The second major change in
“Amazing Grace” since its origin is
the addition of what Baptists today
sing as the fourth and final stanza, be-
ginning, “When we’ve been there,
10,000 years.”

0 See Baptist hymn publisher ..., page 8

Pastor: Church
leaders should
bhe risk takers

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

LEXINGTON—Church leaders
must be willing to take risks when
they seek and follow God’s vision,
according to a Baptist pastor whose
own church has broken several tra-
ditions.

“Every journey has two parts: a
starting line and a finish line,” Dick
Lincoln told pastors and their spous-
es at the annual Kentucky Baptist
Convention “Shepherding the Shep-
herd” conference, Jan. 16-18. “The
real test of leadership is how people
feel when you get to the finish line.”

Lincoln, pastor of Shandon Bap-
tist Church in Columbia, S.C., told
listeners that God accomplishes His
work through leaders.

That shouldn’t be a source of ar-
rogance for pastors, but it does mean
God is looking for results from lead-
ers, Lincoln said.

Implementing change can require
bold, and even unpopular, steps, he
added. Lincoln recalled a Florida
minister whose church grew from
125 people to 1,200 during the past
decade because he followed God’s

- vision to grow and reach out to the

community, Lincoln said.

But the decision didn’t come
without pain, he said, as every Sun-
day school leader resigned amid the
changes.

Lincoln cited his own church as
another example. During his 25-year
tenure, Shandon Baptist has tripled
in size (to 3,300), grown to a staff
of 150 people and recently began a
new building program.

But Shandon Baptist doesn’t em-
brace democratic rule. It has no con-
stitution or bylaws, no business
meetings, and deacons meet quarter-
ly instead of monthly. It also uses
annual pledge cards, emphasizing
tithing and preaching that failing to
do so robs God.

Lincoln said he found he had to
go against conventional thinking
soon after he arrived at the church
in 1978. 3

Then in a 20-year-long decline,
someone suggested the long-range
planning committee poll the com-
munity and members in forming rec-
ommendations to reverse the situa-
tion.

While discussing that idea, Lin-
coln ultimately said it was foolish to
ask everyone except God what to ao.

“Somewhere along the way, we
ought to say, ‘Lord, is there something
You want that our community and
church might not have thought of?"”
he said. “With the democratic model,
we think people are wise and all-
knowing and we really aren’t. God is
all-wise and knows all things.”

Opposing tradition might upset
people, but God expects His leaders
to produce change and movement in-
stead of just motion, Lincoln said.

Q See Pastor: Are you ..., page 3



BAPTISTS

“What Now,
America?”’
goals:

1 2003: 1 million people
praying for revival.

1 2004: 1 million people
trained in soul-winning.
1 2005: 1 million
baptisms, 100,000
evangelistic Bible study
groups and 2,500

new churches.

'By Mark Wingﬂeld & Tumf Cartledge
 Texas Baptist Standard &
North Caro/ma Biblical Recorder

‘What Now, America?’ plan seeks 1 million baptisms

ALPHARETTA, Ga. (BP)—
Southern Baptist leaders have an-
nounced plans to launch a three-year
evangelistic emphasis aimed at bap-
tizing 1 million Americans in 2005.

“What Now, America?” is a joint
emphasis of the Southern Baptist
North American Mission Board, Life-
Way Christian Resources, Woman’s
Missionary Union, Southern Baptist
seminaries, SBC Executive Commit-
tee, state conventions and associa-
tions. A simultaneous campaign for
Canada, “What Now, Canada?” also
is under way.
~ Organizers also have set goals to
begin 100,000 intentionally evangelis-
tic Bible study groups and start 2,500
churches in 2005. The emphasis is be-
ing launched this year and will culmi-
nate with an evangelistic media cam-
paign in 2005.

“There’s not a system or a program
in place to produce 1 million bap-
tisms,” said John Yarbrough, vice
president of evangelization at NAMB.
“If we could do it, then we wouldn’t
need God, but with God all things are
possible.”

To date, the SBC’s best years for

put
- adverhsements
Cooperative Bap

baptisms and church plants are 1972
with 445,725 baptisms and 1999’s
mark of 1,747 new churches, accord-
ing to NAMB statistics.

Task force members describe the
campaign as an effort to equip and
mobilize Southern Baptists for an
evangelism and church planting
movement unprecedented in denomi-
national history.

Robert White, executive director of
the Georgia Baptist Convention and
chairman of the “What Now, Ameri-
ca?”’ national task force, challenged
each Southern Baptist church, associ-
ation and state convention to set their
own goals.

“We want every Southern Baptist
to be involved in this exciting chal-
lenge to reach our nation for Christ,
but this is not a program with assigned
goals,” White said. “We believe God
desires to do something greater than
we can even envision.”

White said the Georgia convention
has set a goal of 50,000 baptisms in
2005, which would eclipse the conven-
tion’s current annual level of 37,000.

Bill Taylor, director of LifeWay’s
church resources network partner-
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White termmated three other Index employees
Jan. 20. The others dismissed were Managing

~ Editor Greg Brett, Media Coordinator Melea

1 Goode and Administrative Assistant Laura Boltin.

~ The Index, which is owned by the Georgia

~ Baptist Convention, receives major funding from

e convention. The newspaper’s editor
historically has been elected by the convention’s
Executive Committee.
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editors Jack Harwell and Al Mohler.
Harwell, who served the paper 21 years, took

~ early retirement in 1987 after an effort to have

him fired resulted in the formation of a “review
board.” Harwell was threatened with termination
if his writing was deemed too critical of
conservatives.

Mohler became editor in 1989, Ieadmg the
paper in a more conservative direction. He left in
1993 to become president of Southern Baptist
Theological Semmary in Louisville.

Brett, the managing editor, came 1o the Index
in March 2000 from the staff of Truett-McConnell
College, where he had been vice presndent for

 institutional development. .
Goode came to the Index in 2001 from Truett-
- N_IcConnelI College, where she had been alumnl .
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ships, said the SBC goals for baptisms,
evangelistic Bible study units and
church plants capture much of the
heart of Southern Baptists.

“We have always been a denomi-
nation that wants to reach the unsaved
and unchurched with the gospel of
Jesus Christ,” Taylor said. “New Bi-
ble study groups that facilitate spiri-
tual growth and mutual accountabili-
ty often reach the lost and unchurched
in larger numbers than existing
groups. Establishing new Bible study
groups is foundational in starting new
churches as well as extending the
evangelistic reach of existing church-
€5

The national task force is calling
for at least 1 million Southern Bap-
tists this year to commit to pray regu-
larly for personal repentance, person-
al revival and a national spiritual
awakening. The prayer initiative,
called “Be ... One in a Million,” is
based on 2 Chronicles 7:14.

Participants can register for the
prayer initiative at www.namb.net/
prayer. Those who register and have
e-mail capabilities will receive week-
ly prayer requests throughout 2003.

In 2004, Southern Baptists will be
challenged to focus on soul-winning
training. The emphasis calls for at least
1 million Southern Baptists to under-
go evangelism training.

Yarbrough cited the 2001 “U.S.
Congregational Life Survey” of 2,000
Southern Baptists as an example of the
importance of evangelism training.
The survey found that those who had
been equipped to witness were twice
as likely to share their faith and four
times more likely to actually lead
someone to accept Christ as Savior.

In the spring of 2005, “What Now,
America?” and “What Now, Cana-
da?” media campaigns will be
launched through television, radio,
newspaper and billboard advertising.

“We don’t need a program,”
Yarbrough said. “We really need to
be part of a movement of God. We
need to see a movement of God never
seen in our generation, a great spiritu-
al awakening that encompasses North
America.”

Beginning in February, more infor-
mation will be available online at
www.whatnowamerica.com or by
calling (770) 410-6305.

Southern Baptist chaplaincy leader
unexpectedly ‘leaves’ NAMB post

By Mark Wingfield
Texas Baptist Standard

ATLANTA (ABP)—Kentucky
native Bob Vickers has “left his posi-
tion” as director of chaplaincy evan-
gelism at the Southern Baptist North
American Mission Board, according
to a statement issued by NAMB Vice
President John Yarbrough.

Others familiar with the
situation, however, contend
Vickers was forced to resign
because he did not enforce
stringently enough NAMB’s
newly tightened guidelines
on female chaplains and
chaplains with divorce in
their backgrounds.

Under terms of a sever-
ance agreement, Vickers re-
portedly cannot speak about his depar-
ture. News of the termination had be-
gun to filter among the chaplains en-
dorsed for service through NAMB,
however, particularly among the ranks
of military chaplains whom Vickers
once served alongside.

Some chaplains, as well as others
close to Vickers, are angry about his
dismissal, which they contend is an
attempt by NAMB to exert further
control of the chaplains they endorse
but do not pay.

One chaplain described Vickers’
dismissal as “brutal.” Another person
connected to the situation asserted that
NAMB administrators and trustees
“want total control over these people’s
lives.”

NAMB acts as the SBC’s agent to
endorse chaplains serving in the mili-
tary, health care, prisons, business and
industry. Most chaplains, although
paid by the companies or government
entities that use their services, must be
endorsed by a religious body to be
hired.

Last year, NAMB trustees an-
nounced they no longer would en-

Vicker

dorse female chaplains who have been
ordained, even though the military and
other organizations require all chap-
lains to be ordained for their roles.
NAMB and its Chaplains’ Commis-
sion also reportedly have been giving
more scrutiny to applicants who have
been divorced, even if the divorce
occurred 15 or 20 years earlier.

For its part, NAMB re-
leased a brief written state-
ment from Yarbrough, who is
vice president for evange-
lism. About the departure, the
statement said, “Robert C.
Vickers left his position as
director of chaplaincy evan-
gelism at the North American
Mission Board, SBC, Dec.
31,2002.” It added: “It is not
NAMB’s policy or practice
to discuss personnel matters with
those not directly involved.”

While Yarbrough praised Vickers
as “a tremendous Christian gentle-
man’’ whose “love, support and desire
to equip chaplains is without ques-
tion,” he gave no reason for the dis-
missal.

“My family and I wait patiently
and with expectancy to the opportu-
nities God will open for future ser-
vice,” Vickers said in a written state-
ment.

Vickers, a native of Lexington, had
managed NAMB’s chaplaincy unit
since May 1998. He had been direc-
tor of military chaplaincy two years
prior to that. From 1975 to 1996, he
was a chaplain in the United States
Army, achieving the rank of colonel.

Vickers is a graduate of Eastern
Kentucky University in Richmond,
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Louisville, Lexington Theo-
logical Seminary and Vanderbilt Uni-
versity in Nashville. Among his de-
grees are two master’s and two doc-
torates.

With additional reporting by Baptist Press
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DICK LINCOLN The South Carolina
pastor told Kentucky Baptists that
leaders help people get to places they
often wouldn’t otherwise go.

Pastor: Are you
willing to take
risks for God?

Continued from page 1
A watch is constantly in mo-
tion, but doesn’t go anywhere, he
noted. “God expects us to move
in some kind of direction.”
Such movement often takes
people to places they wouldn’t

travel on their own, he added. He

compared it to high school chem-
istry experiments, when adding
something new changed the col-
or and composition of a sub-
stance.

“That’s what a leader does,”
Lincoln said. “The giftedness is
there, but when a leader gets
there, he causes something to
happen. Look at Moses, Abra-
ham or David.”

Leading a congregation to
change calls for courage, he ad-
vised. Pastors trying new meth-
ods will not only endure a clum-
sy period, they also likely will
face resistance, he said.

Navigating such challenges is
an example of Luke 9:62, in
which Jesus said no one who
looks back after putting his hand
to the plow is fit for service in the
Kingdom of God.

“You'’ll never know if you’re
intentional until the sun gets hot
and the plow strikes rock,” Lin-
coln said. “It’s when it’s not
much fun and you’re getting neg-
ative feedback—but you’re on
the right path—that you discover
whether you really want to keep
your hand on the plow.”

More than 270 pastors and
spouses attended the event at the
Radisson Hotel in downtown
Lexington. Offered by the KBC’s
leadership development depart-
ment, Shepherding the Shepherd
is funded each year through a
grant from the Baptist Healthcare
System, the Cooperative Program
and registration fees paid by the
participants and their churches.

The weekend featured a vari-
ety of special workshops, multi-
ple sessions of worship and times

of fellowship. The event is de-

signed to be a time of refreshment
and renewal for ministry couples,
said Richard Adams, KBC lead-
ership development department
director.

Speaker: Do you experience, share grace?

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

LEXINGTON—Most people are
looking in the wrong places for solu-
tions to the world’s problems, a lead-
ership development consultant told
Kentucky Baptist pastors recently.

While many people strive for po-
sitions of power or status, Dennis Hat-
field said the key to changing the
world is Christians shining their light
as they grasp the greatness of God’s
grace.

“Extending grace to others may
seem small, but for each one of us it’s
the conduit of God’s work in our en-
vironment,” said Hatfield, former di-
rector of the Gallup polling organiza-
tion’s international research and edu-
cation center.

“We live in a world desperate for
people who shine,” Hatfield said Jan.
16 at the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion’s annual “Shepherding the Shep-
herd” conference. “The ex-
tenders of grace are the stars
in Christ’s crown—you and
me;

Living this way may
sound easy, but Hatfield said
a rocky road in life taught
him to accept God’s grace so
he could give it to others.

Personal experience

Because he grew up in a
non-Christian home, Hatfield failed to
appreciate the realities of congrega-
tional life until he became a pastor.

At his first job, he saw a book ti-
tled “God’s Plan for the Ages” in the
office. Considering that presumptu-
ous, he said to the deacon chairman,
“Isn’t that the most insufferably arro-
gant thing you’ve ever seen?”’

“Every fall, I teach about the rap-
ture from that book in my Sunday
school class,” the man replied.

“I wasn’t there long,” Hatfield said
after audience laughter faded. “When
[ left, I was pretty angry.”

After excelling at his second
church, his Protestant denomination
invited him to become an executive
in its regional office.

After taking office, he learned that
some pastors in the region were abus-
ing women. Even worse, board mem-
bers often rewarded such behavior
with a transfer and a promotion.

Hatfield

SINGING DUQ Wess Cooper, pastor of First Baptist Church of Garrison, and his wife,

Amanda, sing during the recent Shepherding the Shepherd conference in Lexington. Next
year’s conference will also be in Lexington, Feb. 15-17. (Kentucky Baptist Convention

photo by Larry Brannin)

Following his nature to *“‘grab a
stick and take on the dragon,” Hatfield
pressed. a case against one pastor,
thinking he couldn’t lose be-
cause of the obvious injus-
tice. Instead, he faced a law-
suit and death threats. The
perpetrator prevailed.

“I realized evil was not a
theological subject but part of
life itself,” Hatfield said.
“And it seemed to be most
virulent and effective within
the church. I realized I wasn’t
as good at obtaining grace as
I thought. But here’s a simple propo-
sition: Before we can extend grace, we
have to obtain it.”

This experience helped him accept
a biblical view of reality. The 12th
chapter of Revelation became real, he
said. He accepted its premise that Sa-
tan was banished to this earth, is an-
gry and has targeted humans.

Many people miss the significance
of what Christ did to bring grace to
humans, he added.

For example, Isaiah 64 depicts Is-
raelites crying out for God to tear
heaven open and save them. But in the
first chapter of Mark, when Jesus saw
heaven opened, nobody appreciated
what had happened because they
weren’t looking for it, Hatfield said.

Nor were many aware that when
God brought people together in unity
on the day of Pentecost, it reversed His
scattering of humans at the Tower of
Babel, he said.

“In Acts 4, it says (the church)
loved one another and were all of
one mind and spirit,” Hatfield said.
“They saw themselves as stewards
of all possessions belonging to God.
It was very subtle but the world saw
it for what it was. There was no form
of Caesar’s domination of humani-
ty that could stand against what was
going on in that church.”

The irony of grace is that so
many Christians fail to understand
it, he said.

The importance of hope

Likewise, he said many people
refuse to embrace hope—the subject

of a workshop Hatfield led Jan.17.""'|"

Through the ages, philosophers
and social observers have lambasted
the idea of hope, Hatfield said.

The corporate leaders he advises
never use the word, he added, prefer-
ring to talk about goals. Hope sounds
like it’s out of human control while
plans and goals are what they will do.

But pastors must emphasize the
hope that exists for those who believe
in Christ, he said.

“God has wired us to hope, which
means we have the capacity to extend
ourselves to something beyond our-
selves,” Hatfield said. “Where denial
comes in is that most people don’t
want to admit that they need hope.
They want to feel like their life is more
in their control than it actually is, be-
cause hope opens up the reality that I
want something I can’t grasp.”

Whittaker: Depend on God’s sufficient grace

By Brenda Smith
Kentucky Baptist Convention

LEXINGTON—Wahile Christian
service has its times of high
rapture, ministry couples
must depend on God’s
grace to deal with daily
life’s “thorns of the flesh,”
Bill Whittaker told pastors
at the recent Shepherding
the Shepherd conference.

Whittaker, president of
Clear Creek Baptist Bible
College, told couples. that
God’s love and power will
see them through difficult times.

“When you’ve gone through it,
you can look back on it and see even
more how His purpose has been ful-
filled,” said Whittaker, a former pas-

Whittaker

tor and missionary to the Philippines.

He used examples from his own
life and ministry to illustrate how God
provides grace in major life decisions,
in times of personal crisis and
in the more mundane diffi-
culties of church ministry.

Whittaker said he first
went to the Philippines as a
missionary with his own cal-
endar and agenda.

“I went with a great deal
of expectations about how
God ought to work,” he
said. That attitude led to a
time of personal crisis be-
fore he began to accept God’s suffi-
cient grace and find a new humility.

Allowing God to work in His
way led to a successful ministry and
anew church, which continues to be

a blessing there. “My biggest regret
is (wondering) what more might He
have done if I had been willing to
walk in His power.”

He spoke as well about how
God’s grace had been sufficient
when he was faced with a serious
family crisis. Instead of lashing out
from the personal pain, Whittaker
said God helped him express love
instead.

“When I thought about how
much Jesus loved me ... how could
I do less?” he asked.

He also reminded the couples not
to give up on their hopes of seeing
the results of God’s grace. While
often they might see no results, there
also will be times when the reward
in ministry comes much later as God
reveals Himself in changed lives.

Mercer County Ten
Commandments
lawsuit dismissed

LEXINGTON (BP)—
The federal court in
Lexington has dismissed
a lawsuit brought by the
ACLU challenging a
display of the Ten
Commandments at the
Mercer County
courthouse, according to
the American Center for
Law and Justice.

“This is a tremendous
affirmation that the legal
attack aimed at
removing the Ten
Commandments from
places like the Mercer
County courthouse is
legally flawed and
without merit,” said
Francis Manion, ACLJ
senior counsel who is
representing Mercer
County.

“The court is
extremely clear that the
display does not violate
the constitution and
merely acknowledges
the role that the Ten
Commandments has
played in the formation
of our nation’s heritage
and history.”

" In a six-page opinion
filed with the court Jan.
22, U.S. District Court
Judge Karl Forester
granted an ACLJ motion
for summary judgment,
which dismisses the
suit.

The American Civil
Liberties Union sued
Mercer County after the
county put up a
courthouse display that
included the Ten
Commandments among
a series of historical and
legal texts.

Judge Forester said
“the display clearly has a
legitimate secular
purpose of, including
but not limited to,
acknowledging the
historical influence of the
Commandments on the
development of this
country’s laws, and the
record is devoid of any
evidence indicating a
religious purpose by the
government.”

The decision follows
a ruling by Forester last
August rejecting a
motion from the ACLU
asking for a preliminary
injunction to remove the
display. The ACLU had
not shown a “likelihood
of success on the
merits,” Forester stated.
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Worth the effort?

On John Zigler’s morning program
on (Louisville radio station) WHAS,
in connection with the Roe vs. Wade
anniversary, Zigler blandly told of
how he impregnated a woman who
was not his wife. He related his disin-
clination to take on the role of father.
He spoke of the woman’s indecisive-
ness between the motherhood she
craved and an abortion, and of how a
miscarriage settled matters for them.

What thoroughly astounded me
was that a talk show host could talk
without restraint about his sex life as
if his lifestyle had been absolutely
normal and should be perfectly ac-
ceptable. Zigler made a significant
contribution to the continued devalu-
ation of marriage and the diminish-
ment of family life.

How about it, pastors? Are you
going to inform WHAS management
that Zigler’s encouragement to immo-
rality cannot be tolerated? Should you
not advise your members to shut
WHAS out of their homes? Or has the
influence of Christian churches upon
our culture sunk to the level of insig-
nificance that makes it no longer
worth the effort?

Donald MacDonald
Louisville

Cloning questions

David Gushee gave good reasons
in his Jan. 14 commentary for banning
human cloning. Those who scoff, say-
ing human cloning can’t be done, un-
derestimate science/technology. It can
be done. The seriousness of this fact
underscores the need for a compre-
hensive discussion.

Gushee gave no scriptural basis for
his reasoning, but by either injunction
or inference, there are spiritual con-
siderations. Cloning would carry to
the nth degree the element of incest,
defined as “sexual intercourse be-
tween persons so closely related that
they are forbidden by law to marry.”
The cloning mentioned in the article

would amount in practical terms to a
woman marrying herself, her closest
possible relative. According to Lev-
iticus 18:6, God decrees that no one
may approach any close relative for
sexual relations, thus making human
cloning a sin.

Scriptural examples of the evil of
incest are seen in the seducing by his
daughters of a drunken Lot, their re-
sulting pregnancies by him producing
the progenitors of the Ammonites and
Moabites, bitter enemies
of Israel. Practical physi-
cal examples are seen in
the often tragic products
of incest, marked by ex-
treme mental or physical
deformities. ‘

God’s plan for repro-
duction was introduced in
Genesis 1:28 and 2:24,
namely, as the result of
intercourse (sperm/egg, presumably
natural or in vitro) between man and
wife. This is reinforced throughout the
Bible, calling into question whether a
cloned being would be an actual per-
son/human, since either the sperm or
egg would be absent from the process.

This goes to the matter of “soul,”
defined as “the immaterial essence,
animating principle or actuating cause
of an individual life,” but posited by
God. Since cloning nullifies God’s
concept of childbearing (male/fe-
male), is the created being human,
made in the image of God, who bears
in Himself male and female compo-
nents (Genesis 1:27)? Would the
product be soul-less, perhaps animal?
What?

James L. Clark
Lexington

The oneness of God

For many years, as I’ve moved
from place to place, I have tried to
share my understanding of God,
teaching Sunday school, singing in
choir, talking with others.

Since the tragedy of Sept. 11, I've
heard some very thought-provoking

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION

Ministering couples find grace

The recent Shepherding the Shep-
herd conference provided a dynamic
weekend for pastors and their spous-
es to explore God’s grace—both the
giving and receiving of grace as well

need of ministry couples to accept
grace themselves.

“Many couples teach grace, preach
grace, and extend grace to others as a
priority of life,” said Louis McBurney,

as the sufficiency of God’s
grace. Using the theme
*“The Practice of Grace,” the
conference offered a wide
variety of workshops, ple-
nary sessions and worship
times that focused on this
vital concept.

Bill Whittaker, president
of Clear Creek Baptist Bi-
ble College, captured the
theme in a tremendous way
in the final session. He told
participants that God’s grace is suffi-
cient for us all to live with decisions,
build relationships and keep going.

He shared very openly about his
struggles to live with the decision to
become a missionary in the Philip-
pines. He also shared how difficult it
was to share during a major family
crisis. But God’s grace was sufficient
then and has been since.

Another speaker focused on the
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Bill Mackey

who is certified by the
American Board of Psychi-
atry and Neurology. “Re-
grettably, they often fail to
accept grace for themselves
and suffer the consequenc-
es of fear, guilt and de-
spair.” ‘

Louis led a workshop
for “Women Only,” which
was taught along with a par-
allel workshop for “Men
Only” led by his wife, Mel-
issa. During this lively workshop, she
made the following points on “what a
woman wants’:

0 She desires to be connected and
have a sense of oneness with her hus-
band. ,

0 She wants to be valued as a per-
son and for her role.

B She wants to be comforted by a
husband who talks and listens with-
out always trying to “fix” things.

BAPTIST

FORUM

questions such as, “How can you sing
songs and make speeches that glorify
bloody-sacrificing?” And because I
want to know the right answers, I'm
spending time listening, studying, re-
flecting.

I fear that some denominations are
spending way too much of their time
while they have a captive audience,
emphasizing divisive, separatist, elit-
ist, excluding-of-so-many-souls ideas
and principles. I think we need to
spend more time stressing
the unity and oneness of
our God, the one and only,
same, whole Deity.

Some denominations, I
fear, are contributing to
the misunderstanding, dis-
harmony and misinforma-
tion going out into com-
munities concerning reli-
gious principles. By si-
lently joining ourselves to groups that
continue to disseminate such distaste-
ful trains of thought, we are by our
voiceless presence defending the
ideas.

I cannot defend a position that
persists in inaccurately accentuating
a biased God, splintered facets of
Him, separate and severed aspects of
His being. Christ is an example of
God'’s ability to actively participate
in time and space. I choose to pay
my obeisance to only one Godhead,
that would be Immanuel, Himself
alone.

I owe the personification called
Christ an enormous thanks for the

priceless information and'explana- "

tions He delivered. However, at a time
when we are telling children that
“some bad men do bad things and they
are evil,” I choose to not sing songs
and support messages that glority
bloody-sacrifices. I choose to not sup-
port messages that speak of “‘my way
excludes the validity of every other
way.” God Himself has “sheep in
many folds” and He alone will decide
in what manner He will herd us.

Jan Fee

Clarksville, Ind.

0 She wants to be wooed, not just
for physical intimacy.

I discovered the following in my
wife’s notes on the conference for
“Women Only”:

I Mentally, men are compartmen-
talized. They may walk through the
door at home, but it may take 30-40
minutes to separate from work.

I Physically, men need encourage-
ment to take care of themselves. It’s
hard for them to admit they can’t fix
things.

0 Spiritually, men as professional
ministers must set boundaries in or-
der to avoid burnout.

I Emotionally, men are not very
skilled in dealing with spouses and
others. They need to be affirmed for
good points.

There were many other strong
speakers and workshops as well. My
special thanks go to Richard Adams,
director of our leadership develop-
ment department, and to the entire
leadership development team for an
excellent conference. Let’s all commit
to pray daily for our pastors, their
spouses and their families.

Bill Mackey is executive director of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention

STEWARDSHIP

Donating ‘stuff’
to others can be

a mutual blessing
By Doug Strader

“The earth and everything in
it, the world and its inhabi-

tants, belong
to the Lord”
(Psalm 24:1).

We re-
cently have
begun a new

year, a time

F R M when many

n of us try to

make a fresh

start in our commitment to Christ.

Psalm 24:1 is a good place to be-

gin the year, by acknowledging
that:

I Everything we have belongs
to God.

"l He lets us use it while we
are alive.

I We are accountable to Him
for how we use everything He
loans to us.

I lead several one-day Suc-
cessful Christian Financial Man-
agement workshops in churches,
and I always ask the people if
they believe that everything in the
world belongs to God. Without
exception, so far, people every-
where have agreed that God
owns everything.

Then I ask if they believe that
God owns all of their “stuff.”
Again without exception, they
have affirmed that premise. Do
you believe that all of the things
you call your own actually are
God’s and that He loans them to
you to use for Him?

" A few weeks ago the little city
we live'in had a citywide yard
sale. My wife and I got in our at-
tic and began to look around for
things we could put in the yard
sale. After a short time of look-
ing, I said to my wife, “Honey, I
know that God owns all of our
stuff but I am not sure He even
wants this stuff that we have!”
But we put some of it in the yard
sale and people actually paid us
money for some of our stuff.
What did not sell, we gave away
or put in the garbage.

How long has it been since
you took an inventory of all of
your possessions? How many
things do you have that are no
longer of any use to you, but
some people would be happy to
have them and could use them?
That could include used furniture,
appliances, clothes and a host of
other things. What could you do
with your stuff that is collecting
dust that would be most pleasing
to God?

Why not have a family meet-
ing and decide to honor God by
using some of His stuff He has
allowed you to have in a way that
ministers to some of His other
family members?

Doug Strader is director of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention’s stewardship de-
partment




Deliberate measures can help
stepfamilies achieve success

Q: | know that divorce is not God’s ideal and that second
marriages often are harder to keep on track than first
marriages. But | so want to make it work this time. How
can new stepfamilies achieve success?

People who experience divorce need to go through a
process of recovery that is both psychologically and
spiritually sound. You must focus on
your own healing before you can help
others heal. That includes “owning your
part” in the breakdown of your first
marriage and doing the hard work of
forgiveness wherever that may lead.

A second principle is to never put
down your former spouse in the
presence of your children. Children look
at both parents as part of themselves. To
hear a put-down of one’s parent, no matter what he or she
has done wrong, is to feel a put-down of one’s self at a deep
level.

The next principle is to plan and prepare in advance,
whether you are looking at daily and weekly schedules or big
events involving your blended family. It is best when all
members of the family unit affected by a decision can come
to a consensus. If this is not possible, majority rule
sometimes can work. Use family meetings on a regular basis
to be proactive rather than reactive.

Finally, our culture does not give children enough “dad
time,” and divorce typically makes the situation far worse.
Children should know that the two most significant adults in
their life care about them and are dedicated to their well
being. Since most children spell love “t-i-m-e,” do your best
to make the stepfamily or single parent family include plenty
of time for both parents. Even when the other parent might
have failed as a spouse, he or she should be given every
chance to be a success as a parent.—James Stillwell

Q: My teenage son’s counselor has recommended “group
counseling” for him. What is this and what are the
advantages?

Adolescent group counseling is a form of counseling that
takes advantage of the natural peer influence of other
teenagers in a group setting. Teenagers who come for
counseling are carefully placed in a group that is led by a
trained adult counselor. Sometimes there are two counselors
in the group. As teenagers get to know one another in the
group, each one has the opportunity to give and receive
group feedback on the issues that have brought them to
counseling in the first place.

Some group counseling is highly focused and structured.
Teens struggling with their parents’ divorce, for example,
might come into this type of group and systematically work
through a certain curriculum. The group’s specific focus of
working through grief would be accomplished from a very
structured approach.

Some group counseling is less structured. Such a group
might consist of teenagers who are dealing with various
issues from depression to substance abuse to conflict with
parents. The format of the group, rather than focusing on a
specific curriculum, might allow for dynamic interaction
among the members. In this case the group leader would
help guide the process and, highlight significant insights.

Group counseling can be especially powerful for teenagers
who already are increasingly turning to peers for advice, feed-
back, understanding, modeling and validation. Each member
of the group serves as a mirror to help the others see
themselves more clearly. The peer pressure of the teen years
is thus put to positive and therapeutic use.—Scott Wigginton
Family Forum writers are Suzanne Coyle, director of Cornerstone
Counseling for Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children; David Garrard,
minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; Jon
Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at Campbellsville Univer-
sity; James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in
Lexington, and Scott Wigginton, director of LifeCare Counseling at Wal-
nut Street Baptist Church in Louisville. Send questions for Family Forum

to Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail us at
wesrec@ntr.net.
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BWA: Faith focus transcends differences

Suppose there was an international Baptist organi-
zation representing more than 44 million baptized be-
lievers in 200 nations. And suppose that organization
was involved in such widespread ministry efforts as
protecting religious freedom, defending human rights,
encouraging reconciliation, providing hunger relief
and promoting global fellowship. Wouldn’t it be ap-
propriate for Southern Baptists to be actively involved

in that group?

duce or eliminate involvement in BWA would fly in
the face of the very principles for whictBWA stands.

The stated purpose of BWA is to “empower and
enable national Baptist leaders to effectively witness
and minister in the name of Jesus Christ and to repre-
sent and support Baptists throughout the world in de-
fense of human rights and religious freedom.” Its pri-
mary goals are to “unite Baptists worldwide, lead in

world evangelization, respond to people in

The good news is that such a group does i F need and defend human rights.” What could
exist—and has for nearly a century. The i U be more Baptist?
Baptist World Alliance is an international ) 1]; Embracing the diverse expressions of

ministry organization that includes Baptists
from more than 200 member bodies.

And Southern Baptists are involved in the
work of BWA. In fact, the Southern Baptist
Convention was one of the founding mem-
bers of BWA when it was established in
1905. The problem is that recent divisions
in Southern Baptist life could threaten the
SBC’s ongoing involvement in BWA.

During last year’'s BWA General Coun- Trennis Henderson
cil meeting in Seville, Spain, the BWA mem- =~
bership committee agreed to consider a membership
application by the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship if
CBF fulfills the alliance’s membership qualifications.

Morris Chapman, president of the SBC Executive
Committee, responded by calling the committee’s pro-
posal a “swift and needless action.” He said the SBC’s
“valued relationship” with the BWA “may have been

damaged beyond repair.”

As BWA leaders prepare to meet this summer in
Seoul, Korea, CBF’s membership application and the
response by SBC leaders promise to be pivotal issues.
Regardless of the membership committee’s recom-
mendation and the General Council’s action, it would
be tragic for political turmoil in Southern Baptist life
to rupture the historic relationship between the SBC
and BWA. In fact, a decision by SBC leaders to re-

Baptist life around the globe is a hallmark
of Baptist World Alliance. For example,
there are 21 member bodies among Baptist
groups in India, seven in Congo and three in
Cuba. To suggest that the Baptist organiza-
tions in each of those nations see eye-to-eye
on every issue is incredibly unrealistic, yet
they are willing to set aside differences in
order to cooperate under BWA’s commit-
ment to “One Lord, one faith, one baptism.”

Here in the United States, 14 Baptist bod-
ies already affiliate with the BWA, including such di-
verse groups as the SBC; American Baptist Churches
in the USA; General Association of General Baptists;
National Baptist Convention, USA; and Seventh Day
Baptist General Convention. If such groups can find
common ground, surely Southern Baptist leaders in
the SBC and CBF can put aside long-term differenc-

es for the benefit of a shared global witness.

As Baptist World Alliance celebrates BWA Sun-
day on Feb. 2, take time to pray for the cooperative
efforts of Baptist brothers and sisters around the world.

Invite your church to understand and undergird the
work of BWA and take the initiative to encourage
Southern Baptist leaders to support what really mat-
ters in the global community of Baptists: “One Lord,
one faith, one baptism.”

Overcoming pitfalls to healthy choices

By Branda Polk

NASHVILLE (BP)—You have
heard about all the benefits of eating
healthier, exercise and weight loss.
You are ready to feel better and have
more energy. You have every good
intention to begin making healthier
lifestyle choices. So you commit to
changing your habits.

spiritually, help a neighbor or serve
God. Yet the average American
watches more than six hours of tele-
vision per day. You might not watch
that much, but even one minute of
watching TV means you really did
have time to make healthier choices.
TV can control your emotions;
impact your attitude; give a false view
of real life; and direct

But, without even the way you think, be-
noticing, “they” sneak FIRST PERSON lieve and act based on

in. Suddenly, those
well-intentioned healthy choices are
sabotaged and you feel forced to fore-
go your plans. “They” are the pitfalls
to making healthy choices.

If flashing lights and “danger
ahead” signs were visible, maybe so
many of us wouldn’t fall prey to these
pitfalls, but we do. These pitfalls can
distract, sidetrack or place unrealistic
expectations so we lose focus.

Consider these pitfalls and how
they shape your choices. Awareness
is the first step toward sidestepping
these traps and walking toward a
healthier, God-honoring lifestyle.

B Statistics show that 99 percent of
American homes have at least one
television; many have two or three.
Television steals valuable time that
could be spent more productively.

Many people say they are so busy
and don’t have time to exercise, grow

what you see.

Studies have shown that television
is a major contributing factor to child-
hood and adult obesity. When you
watch TV, you are more likely to
mindlessly eat empty calories and sit
motionless, therefore lowering your
metabolism (the rate at which your
body uses calories for energy).

Avoid this pitfall by limiting or
omitting television viewing from your
daily routine. Choose wisely what you
watch and be sure you are honoring
God with your time.

I Without even knowing it, the
people in your life can negatively in-
fluence your choices and behaviors.
Negative comments, pushy sugges-
tions, offering unhealthy foods and
making demands of your time are all
things that well-intending people do
to sabotage your healthy lifestyle plan.

Be aware that the snide or joking

comments about your health choices
impact you emotionally. Remember,
others might be convicted by your
commitment to honor God with your
health choices and will make com-
ments to try to distract you. When this
happens, resolve to continue your
healthy choices and set a good exam-
ple. Surround yourself with those who
encourage and pray for you to com-
bat the negative impact of this pitfall.
I Your own thinking can be a pit-
fall in your commitment. Negative
thoughts about yourself and your val-
ue will impact your choices.
Thoughts about yourself that in-
clude words like “never,” *“always,”
“should” and “must” will lead to feel-
ings of failure when you are not com-
pletely perfect. Ask God to reveal
these negative thoughts to you and
begin to replace them with positive
thoughts that will lead toward progress
on your wellness journey.
Remember that God loves and val-
ues you. Allow your health choices to
honor that love relationship.
Colossians 3:1-2 says to set or fo-
cus your heart and mind on things of
Christ. Relying on God’s strength and
focusing on Him will help you avoid
these pitfalls and make necessary
changes to honor Him with your

“health habits.

Branda Polk is a certified personal trainer and
health consultant at LifeWay Christian Re-
sources in Nashville
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BAPTISTS

“We would deeply
regret losing any
missionary, but we
are accountable to
the churches in
this matter.”

SBC International

Mission Board President
Jerry Rankin

“For us to sign
would be a sin in
our minds. We
have sought to
explain our
reasoning in vain.”
Leon Johnson, Southern

Baptist missionary to
Mozambique

Pressure mounts on IMB workers who won’t affirm BF&M

RICHMOND, Va.—Some South-
ern Baptist international missionaries
are getting “the call.” But this call,
they contend, is not from God.

Instead, the calls are being made
by Avery Willis, senior vice president
for overseas operations with the
Southern Baptist Convention’s Inter-
national Mission Board.

Willis is calling missionaries who
have chosen not to sign an affirma-
tion of the 2000 Baptist Faith and
Message as requested by IMB Presi-
dent Jerry Rankin one year ago. Wil-
lis reportedly is telling the missionar-
ies they cannot continue to serve with
the IMB if they don’t sign an affirma-
tion of the revised faith statement.

More than 30 missionaries have
resigned or taken early retirement
within the last year rather than affirm
the faith statement. IMB leaders esti-
mate that less than 1 percent of the
5,400-plus missionaries have not an-
nounced their decisions.

“When messengers to, the 2000
SBC annual meeting revised the
BF&M, it created a need to affirm that
we would work in harmony with their
beliefs,” Rankin said. “We would
deeply regret losing any missionary,
but we are accountable to the church-
es in this matter.”

Recent calls by Willis “are not be-

ing made to inform people that they
are being fired,” said Clyde Meador,
the IMB’s associate vice president of
overseas operations. “Avery is seek-
ing to counsel missionaries and per-
suade them to make the affirmation.
Everyone was asked a year ago to de-
cided whether or not they would make
this affirmation.”

Steve and Kay Armstrong, who are
on leave of absence in Dallas, are
among the missionaries who recently
received a call from Willis.

In a written summary of that Jan.
15 phone call, Steve Armstrong re-
counted: “I asked if signing was still
only a request. Avery said, ‘Yes.’ I
asked if missionaries are going to be
terminated for non-compliance to this
request. He reacted that ‘they have not
made that decision yet.” But then he
went on to explain that they had in fact
made a decision that no missionary
would be allowed to return to the field
from stateside assignment or leave of
absence without signing the Baptist
Faith and Message statement of ac-
countability.”

When Armstrong referred to this
as “termination,” he said, Willis re-
plied that the IMB is not using that
word.

Armstrong said he reiterated to
Willis that he and his wife could not

in good conscience sign the affirma-
tion as required. “I asked him to please
finalize the decision (about their fu-
ture service) as soon as possible. He
said, “You can take that as a final de-
cision.’”

A similar account is told by Leon
and Kathy Johnson, who received a
call from Willis Jan. 13. The Johnsons
are serving in Mozambique and are
20-year veterans of IMB service.

The Johnsons have refused to sign
the affirmation of the 2000 faith state-
ment because they believe it is being
used as a creed. To sign it “would
place a man-made document in au-
thority above the Bible and God’s self-
revelation in Jesus,” he explained.
“For us to sign would be a sin in our
minds. We have sought to explain our
reasoning in vain.”

When Willis called the Johnsons,
Leon Johnson asked him four ques-
tions, he reported:

M “Has the SBC taken any action
to require veteran missionaries to sign
the Baptist Faith and Message?” Wil-
lis reportedly answered no.

M “Have the trustees of the IMB
taken any action to require us to sign?”
Again, Willis answered no, Johnson
said.

B “Ts there any policy of the IMB
requiring us to sign?” Willis also an-

swered no to this point.

B “Is this a request?” To this
question, Johnson said, Willis -an-
swered yes.

Johnson then suggested that a re-
quest may either be granted or de-
nied. “Since to grant this request
would be a violation of our con-
sciences, Kathy and I deny the re-
quest,” he told Willis.

By Johnson’s account, Willis
then warned him twice that there
would be “consequences” for not
signing. “Dr. Willis replied that he
respected our consciences but we
must sign in order to avoid loss of
support for the IMB from the SBC.”

IMB officials point out that sev-
eral missionaries also have written
to affirm Rankin’s request.

“When we first heard we might be
asked to (affirm the 2000 statement),
I was against it on principle and on
hearsay, and I was glad when the trust-
ees reaffirmed us,” wrote Charolotte
Acree, who has served in Nigeria
since 1987. “However, when (Ran-
kin’s request) came out, I followed the
suggestion of comparing the three edi-
tions of the BF&M and found no
cause for any alarm or dissension in
any of them.”

Based on reporting by Associated Baptist
Press and Baptist Press
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Thankful to be alive

Shooting victim recalls deadly
attack on Jibla Baptist Hospital

By Mike Creswell
SBC International Mission Board

JIBLA, Yemen (BP)—Don Cas-
well saw the armed man walking to-
ward him and knew—just knew—the
gunman was coming to kill him.

“T was looking at him and I saw
him look at me. And that instant I re-
alized he was coming right toward the
pharmacy,” Caswell said in his soft
Texas accent.

Caswell, a pharmacist, was shot
twice during the Dec. 30 attack at Jib-
la Baptist Hospital in Yemen, but af-
ter emergency surgery and treatment
he is recovering.

Now that he can talk about the
shootings, he attributes his survival to
a miracle of God.

Three other Southern Baptist
workers, physician Martha Myers,
hospital administrator William Koe-
hn and purchasing manager Kathleen
Gariety, were shot dead by the gun-
man.

For 35 years, Southern Baptists
have treated 40,000 patients a year at
the 45-bed hospital in Jibla, a small
town in southern Yemen located 125
miles south of Sanaa, the nation’s cap-
ital.

Ironically, the hospital was about
to temporarily suspend operations on
Dec. 30 when the attacks happened.
Administrators of Southern Baptists’
International Mission Board say they
have struggled to keep the hospital
going despite mounting costs and a
lack of Southern Baptist workers to
staff the facility. Plans were under way
to turn administration of the hospital
over to a Yemeni charity.

Don and Teri Caswell had worked
at the hospital for about 18 months of
a two-year term with the IMB’s Inter-

national Service Corps. The ISC pro-
gram connects Baptist volunteers to
long-term service in IMB ministries
or with IMB missionaries. The
Caswells’ term was to end in June.

A normal morning

Mrs. Caswell had dropped her hus-
band off around 7:30 a.m. that last
Monday in December. She made a
quick stop by a grocery before arriv-
ing back home to have breakfast with
their boys, Ben, 11, and Caleb, 5.

At the hospital, Caswell and a phar-
macist from Russia handled a flurry
of prescription refills. Around 8 a.m.
they heard gunshots.

“It is not unusual in Yemen for
people to shoot guns off, but normal-
ly not that early in the morning. And
it sounded like it was real close,”
Caswell recalled.

He walked out the door of the one-
room pharmacy and looked down the
corridor. He saw a man come out of
Bill Koehn’s office.

“I noticed he wasn’t running real
fast but he was moving quickly and I
noticed a gun in his hand,” Caswell
said. “It was a pistol of some kind. I
couldn’t tell for sure what kind it was.”

As he made eye contact with the
gunman, Caswell moved back into the
pharmacy room, thinking he would
move behind a work counter. But the
gunman entered immediately behind
Caswell and stood no more than five
feet away.

‘A certain peace’

“At that time I knew he was going
to shoot me,” Caswell recounted. “An
incredible thing about that was that I
wasn’t filled with a lot of fear,” he
said. “I had a certain peace about all
this.

X

£

WAITING ON GOD Don Caswell, his wife,

Teri, and their sons, Ben, 11, and Caleb, 5, say

they are waiting to hear from God about what He wants them to-do next, even if it means

going back to Yemen.

“Then a shot came, and I think
probably in the back of my mind
was, ‘Well, where is he going to
shoot and is it going to hurt very
much?’

“He got me right here in the side.
It wasn’t just an unbearable pain, but
it did hurt pretty bad. I remember
that shot and I thought I heard two
more quick shots, but I didn’t feel
anything else.”

Caswell was hit twice, once in
each side, though the second shot
apparently entered from the back as
he spun around and fell from the
impact of the first shot. If there was
a third shot, Caswell speculates it
missed him completely.

The bullets missed major organs,
arteries or other body parts that
could have killed him.

Today Caswell marvels that the
gunman killed three missionaries
with deadly precision, then failed to
kill him with two shots. “I know for
sure God’s hand was in on it and I
didn’t die for a reason. The ultimate
reason I know is that God will be
glorified,” Caswell said.

Talking to God

In the warped perception of time
in crisis events, Caswell clearly recalls
talking to God in that quick-but-long
few seconds between the time he was
shot and when help arrived in the form
of doctors and nurses.

“This whole time I was just talk-
ing to God and it did hurt a little, but
... I didn’t feel like I'm dying, what-
ever that feels like, you know,” he
said. “But still at this time I never was
unconscious. I just had this peaceful
feeling.

“Seems to me maybe I was talking
to God out loud. Maybe it was just in
my mind, but I was asking the Lord if
this was the time He was going to take
me, if I was going to die there.

“I remember telling Him that,
‘Lord, if you want to take me it’s fine,
but I would really like to stay here and
not leave Teri and the boys alone here
like this.””

Doctors rushed Caswell to an op-
erating room, where most supplies had
been packed away. But missionary

physician Judy Williams had insisted -

i3

on leaving out enough instruments for
emergency surgery.

The phone rings

After getting a phone call telling
her that her husband had been “hurt,”
Mrs. Caswell tried to call the hospital.
When she got no answer, she drove
the four or five miles or so to the hos-
pital at breakneck speed, honking the
horn to clear people out of the way.

Seeing soldiers around the hospi-
tal, she knew something major had
happened. Only when she got inside
did she understand that her husband
had been shot. She was able to speak
to Caswell and kiss him just before
they wheeled him in for surgery.

Exploratory surgery discovered
that the bullets had missed vital organs
and that there was no internal bleed-
ing. As soon as he recovered suffi-
ciently, the Caswells went to another
country to recuperate.

As they recently walked around
town with their boys, visited a park
and bought ice cream cones, the pair
kept looking at each other. Gratitude
shone in their faces for the extended
time they now have together. After so
much uncertainty, Mrs. Caswell final-
ly can kid her husband about being
shot in his “love handles.”

She said with a grin: “We’re just
thankful he’s a little overweight.”

What’s next?

With their current Yemen assign-
ment almost complete anyway, the
Caswells did not yet know for sure
what they would do next. They
planned to wait to hear what God has
for them.

Would they return to Yemen?
“Yes, if that’s where God calls us,”
Caswell said.

What would they say to Southern
Baptists who have supported them?
“Keep praying!” Mrs. Caswell said.
“We’re OK! And we’re going to do
what the Lord wants us to do.

“We don’t know exactly what that
is yet,” she added. “But I know be-
yond a shadow of a doubt, because
He’s that kind of God, that He’s go-
ing to use this for His glory. He’s go-
ing to use this to build His church. And
I believe that with all my heart.”

GRATEFUL Don and Teri
Caswell are grateful for the
extended time they have
together after Caswell
survived the Dec. 30 attack
on Jibla Baptist Hospital in
Yemen. (© International
Mission Board photos by
Mike Creswell)
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By Greg Garrison
Religion News Service

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (RNS)—
English slave ship captain John
Newton turned from his wicked
ways and became a pastor and lyri-
cist whose most famous composi-
tion, “Amazing Grace,” might be the
greatest hymn of all time.

William Wilberforce, a British
politician who led the drive to abol-
ish slavery, was inspired by New-
ton’s story as a boy and looked to
Newton for the spiritual guidance
that kept him fighting to free the
slaves.

Now officials at Samford Univer-
sity, a Baptist school in Birming-
ham, have announced plans to pub-
lish the complete works of Newton,
including letters that highlight the
historically remarkable friendship
between Newton and Wilberforce.

British scholar Marylynn Rouse,
who has researched Newton’s writ-
ings for many years, will compile
the materials for Newton’s complete
works, including journals, sermon
notes, his out-of-print books and let-
ters from Newton to Wilberforce.

The series of Newton works
could range from 10 to 14 volumes,
with two of them published by 2007,
the anniversary of the signing of the

“It’s one of the
most sterling
chapters in
Christian history.”

Kevin Belmonte, author
of “Hero to Humanity”

trade, according to Samford Univer-
sity President Thomas Corts.

Continued from page 1

In 1910, Excell published “Amaz-
ing Grace” in a book titled “Devotion-
al Hymns” and included the new stan-
za for the first time.

“There is no explanation of where
he found this stanza,” Reynolds said.
“By adding it to the first three of John
Newton’s stanzas, it implied that
Newton should be credited with all
four stanzas.”

But the anonymous stanza can be
found attached earlier to the hymn
“Jerusalem, My Happy Home.”

Where Excell found it and why he
chose it are not known, Reynolds said.

While Baptists were quick to em-
brace the new stanza, other Chris-
tian denominations were not, he ex-
plained. Methodist hymnals, for ex-
ample, did not embrace the stanza
until 1989. Regardless, “Amazing
Grace” has become one of the most
recognized songs on the planet.

It was picked up and performed
by folk singers in the late 1930s and
’40s, Reynolds said. And then Judy
Collins brought it to an even wider
audience in the late 1960s.

Collins wrote about her connec-
tion with the hymn in her book ti-
tled “Singing Lessons.” She tells
about attending an encounter group
where everyone wanted to sing a
song to cap an especially meaning-
ful dialogue.

“The only song everyone knew
all the words to was ‘Amazing
Grace,” and I led the singing, as I
knew it well,” she wrote.

“Later, Mark, my producer, told
me he thought we should record it.”
The song became a hit on her 1970
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1807 British abolition of the slave -

has discov-
ered many
original
Newton
manuscripts,
which never i
have been published. She = *
has made especially impor-
tant discoveries in Newton’s influence
on Wilberforce, Corts said.

Kevin Belmonte, author of “Hero
to Humanity,” a new biography of
Wilberforce, credited Rouse.for her
exhaustive research on the connec-
tions between the hymn writer and the
evangelical politician.

album “Whales and Nightingales.”

A year later, the tune was recorded
by the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards
using bagpipes and drums—a record-
ing that also gained international at-
tention.

“She has unearthed this whole rich
context of Newton and Wilberforce,”
Belmonte said. “It was Newton who
set Wilberforce on the path to abol-
ishing slavery.”

Newton went to sea as a youth and
eventually became the captain of a
slave ship. After his Christian conver-
sion, he wrote “Amazing Grace”
3 about his recognition
of the error of his par-
ticipation in the slave
trade.

Newton served
as a pastor in Olney
and London for 40
years. “He used to
write a hymn a
week and used
the hymns as a
teaching tool,”
Rouse said.

On Jan. 1,
19503 e
preached a ser-

mon on the theme
“Amazing  Grace,”
echoing the lyrics of the
hymn, indicating that
was probably the debut
for the hymn, she said.

As a child, Wilberforce knew
Newton and later sought out Newton’s
advice on spiritual matters. Wilber-
force had a deep theological discus-
sion about slavery with Newton that
convinced him to make abolishing sla-
very his chief political ambition as a

More recently, the hymn was the
subject of a Bill Moyers PBS spe-
cial in 1990.

The hymn and the tune New Brit-
ain are so well-known today that
“Amazing Grace” is “an unofficial

‘Amazing Grace’ author encouraged fighters of slavery

member of Parliament.

“That pivotal conversation with
Newton was the event that brought
into focus this desire to be a reform-
er,” Belmonte said.

Wilberforce faced death threats
and physical assaults during his quest
to abolish slavery. He was challenged
to a duel by a slave ship captain.

In 1796, Wilberforce fell four votes
short of abolishing the slave trade. He
was so discouraged he nearly gave up,
Belmonte said.

“He wrote to John Newton, the
former slave trader now turned pastor
and hymn writer, who reminded him
of the difficult obstacles faced by the
biblical figures of Daniel, Moses and
Joseph,” Belmonte said. “Newton told
him that even though his life was full
of setbacks and disappointments, he
had made a difference. He told his
friend to stay the course.”

Newton lived long enough to see
Britain abolish the transport of slaves
in 1807. Wilberforce lived just long
enough to see slavery abolished alto-
gether in the British colonies in 1833.

Belmonte said Christian theology
and evangelical fervor were the driv-
ing forces behind the abolition move-
ment.

“It’s one of the most sterling chap-
ters in Christian history,” Belmonte
said. “Wilberforce said the golden rule
was the prime directive from Christ
Himself, that people should treat oth-
ers as they would wish to be treated.”

Baptist hymn publisher helped popularize ‘Amazing Grace’

national hymn for America,” Rey-
nolds suggested. “An individual can
start singing the hymn spontaneous-
ly in any gathering of people, and the
group will join in and be able to sing
two or three stanzas from memory.”

Georgetown College.

Georgetonn Collge Pators Conference

Dr. Will Willimon, Dean of the Chapel, Duke University, and author of many
books. He will speak Monday night and Tuesday morning at the plenary session.
Topics are: “Christian Worship: Dissonant Doxology” and “Christian Worship:

Intrusive Glory.”

Worship Leader: Dr. Philip Wise, Pastor, Second Baptist Church of Lubbock,
1 k!l Texas. His theme is: “The Anatomy of the Preacher: Heart, Mind and Soul.” Music:
John Campbell, Professor of Music, Georgetown College.

Plenary Speaker for Wednesday morning is Rev. Johnny Pierce, Editor of Baptists Today.
Workshop Leaders: Richard Gaines, Pastor of Consolidated Baptist Church in Lexington., Kentucky;

Robert Parham of the Baptist Center for Ethics in Nashville and Dwight Moody, Dean of the Chapel at

Cost is $100 with special rates for students, retirees and ministers new to our state. Please remit payment
to: Pastors Conference, Georgetown College, 400 East College Street, Box 177, Georgetown, KY
40324; or contact Robbi Barber at 502-863-7047 or robbi_barber@georgetowncollege.edu. Please

make check payable to Georgetown College.




InterVarsity group
sues Rutgers after
being defunded

NEW BRUNSWICK, N.J.
(RNS)—The campus ministry
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship
has sued Rutgers University, ar-
guing that the New Jersey school
removed the ministry’s funding
because religion is a factor in its
leadership selection.

The suit claims Rutgers vio-
lated the local InterVarsity chap-
ter’s freedom of speech and reli-
gion, The Washington Times re-
ported.

Fellowship members charge
that the college revoked their
group’s recognition in September
because InterVarsity’s constitu-
tion does not meet university
guidelines on nondiscrimination,
the suit states. That policy man-
dates that student groups be open
to all students and permit any ac-
tive member to run for office.

A Rutgers spokeswoman con-
firmed the school has halted
funding because “the group is not
willing to operate under the uni-
versity’s nondiscrimination poli-

2

cy.

HUD might help construction
of religious activity buildings

WASHINGTON (RNS)—The
Department of Housing and Urban
Development has proposed a new rule
permitting federal funds to be used for
the construction of buildings that in-
clude “inherently religious activities”
as well as eligible social service pro-
grams.

The proposal, outlined in the Fed-
eral Register earlier this month, is be-
ing welcomed and criticized by ob-
servers of President Bush’s faith-
based initiative.

The proposal lists several instanc-
es in which, for the first time, future
construction using HUD funds might
involve faith-based groups.

“Where a structure is used for both
eligible and inherently religious activ-
ities, HUD funds may not exceed the
cost of those portions of the acquisi-
tion, construction or rehabilitation that
are attributable to eligible activities,”
the proposed rule reads.

It also says HUD funds cannot be
used for buildings that are solely for
religious activities.

The proposal will be open for pub-
lic comment until March 7, when
HUD officials begin drafting a final
version.

a vital difference, but so
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The proposal affects a variety of in-
itiatives by HUD, which offered a to-
tal of $7.7 billion in grants last year. It
applies to community development
block grants as well as programs re-
lated to owning single-family homes,
housing people with AIDS and pro-
viding emergency shelter.

A HUD official said the proposal
could allow a church to construct a
building that would both offer shelter
to the homeless and include a chapel.

Supporters and opponents of the
faith-based initiative consider this a
dramatic push ahead by the Bush ad-
ministration. But the idea that facili-
ties funded with public money could
sometimes be used for worship servic-
es is drawing criticism and questions
from some quarters.

Bob Tuttle, a law professor at
George Washington Law School who
has co-written analyses of the Bush
administration’s faith-based initiative,
questioned how officials would mon-
itor compliance with a rule that HUD
money be used solely for eligible ser-
vices.

“When you pay for bricks and
mortar, you have no idea how that’s
being used,” Tuttle said.

Billy Graham schedules second
mission of the year in Oklahoma

OKLAHOMA CITY (RNS)—Evangelist Billy Graham has
decided to hold two evangelistic missions in 2003.

A month after an already-announced event in San Diego,
the evangelist plans to lead meetmgs June 12-1 5 at the Ford
Center in Oklahoma City.

"I am overwhelmed to receive an invttatcon to come to
Oklahoma City to preach at an evangelistic mission this
June,” Graham said in a statement read at an announcement
of his plans on Jan. 21.

“Although my strength is more limited now that | am in
my 805 my burden to proclaim the gospel isas strong as
ever.” :
Oklahoma City Mayor Kirk Humphreys welcomed the plans

for the downtown evangelistic effort.

“Billy Graham holds a special place in the life and history

of Oklahoma City,” the mayor said in a statement. “None of us

will ever forget his leadershlp of the memonal serv:ce in 1995

after the bombing.”

i dhe bombmg of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Buﬂding
- resulted in 168 deaths and more than 500 injuries.
On Jan. 9, leaders in San Diego announced that the

evangelist weuld hold a mission in their city May 8-11.

~ The Oklahoma City mission is expected to involve more
than 15,000 volunteers from 500 churches in the area.
Graham previously held missions in Oklahoma City in
1956 and 1983. He held missions last year in the Northern
Kentucky/Cincinnati and Dallas/Fort Worth areas.

Baptists host ministries during
San Diego Super Bowl week

SAN DIEGO (BP)—Baptists and
Christians across San Diego hosted
evangelistic ministry events through-
out the metro area in conjunction with
last weekend’s Super Bowl.

From community block parties to
street evangelism efforts at the Nation-
al Football League’s NFL Experience,
hundreds of Southern California Bap-
tists partnered to reach their city with
the gospel of Jesus Christ, said Mar-
tin Davis, coordinator of San Diego
Baptist Association’s special events
ministries committee.

The Southern Baptist North Amer-
ican Mission Board provided financial
and staff support for the local efforts.

“We’ve got nearly 2,000 New Tes-
taments to distribute during the
events,” Davis said. “And local busi-
nesses have chipped in to provide
some very nice prizes at the block
parties.”

Carol Noland, a member of Encan-
to Southern Baptist Church, was ex-
cited about her church hosting a block
party.

“You always try to think about
your neighborhood,” she said before
the event. “And now this will allow
us the opportunity to show our neigh-
bors that we are thinking about them.”

Among the activities during the
weekend leading up to the Super
Bowl:

I Three churches hosted commu-
nity block parties. The parties featured
clowns, face-painting, a climbing
wall, free food and chances to win
prizes.

B Nine churches hosted Super
Bowl events during the game. The
churches provided live coverage of
the Super Bowl and a halftime video
featuring pro football player Aeneas

Williams, and others sharing their

NFL EXPERIENCE Maegen
Christian testimonies. Munday, a student at
N Oklahoma Baptist University stu- | Oklahoma Baptist
denis, along with Christians from | University in Shawnee,
West Virginia, Missouri and Georgia | gives 3-year-old Cierra

Garza a word of
encouragement at the NFL
Experience. Munday was
one of many Baptists in
San Diego supporting
ministries connected to the
Super Bowl. (BP photo by
Morris Abernathy)

worked at the NFL Experience, shar-
ing the gospel through their work at
one of the most popular family attrac-
tions at the Super Bowl.

0§ Contemporary Christian artists
Kirk Franklin, Yolanda Adams and
Donnie McClurkin performed at the
Super Bowl Gospel Celebration. A
number of Christian NFL players also
appeared at the concert.

# The winner of the Bart Starr
Award for character and leadership
was presented Jan. 25 at the annual
Athletes in Action Super Bowl Break-
fast in San Diego.

I Indianapolis Colts head coach
Tony Dungy headlined the Fellowship
of Christian Athletes Super Bowl
THANG, a one-day football clinic
featuring NFL players and coaches.
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PROTESTS Marches and
other activities marked the
30th anniversary of Roe vs.
Wade. ® Top: A Member of
“Rock for Life” wipes a tear
during a prayer vigil.

W Below: March for Life
participants pass the
Supreme Court building
(RNS and BP photos)

1529000
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Marches, vigils protest 30 years of Roe vs. Wade

By Adelle Banks & Barbara Neff
Religion News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Pro-
testers, press conferences and prayer
services marked the 30th anniversa-
ry of the Roe vs. Wade decision,
which has fueled debate about abor-
tion in the decades since the contro-
versial Supreme Court verdict.

Tens of thousands of abortion op-
ponents gathered Jan. 22 beneath the
Washington Monument to hear reli-
gious and political messages con-
demning abortion, while counter-
protesters supportive of abortion
rights held alternative observances.

At the 30th annual March for
Life, members of the crowd were
wrapped in scarves and mittens on
the sunny but frigid day to note the
anniversary of the high court ruling

that gave women the right to abor-
tion.

Bush addresses marchers

President Bush, who had de-
clared Jan. 19 “National Sanctity of
Human Life Day,” joined religious
and political leaders by telephone to
address the audience at the rally.

“For 30 years, the March for Life
has been sustained by constant
prayer and abiding hope, that one
day, every child will be born into a
family that loves that child and a
nation that protects that child,” the
president said. .

Saying he shared “a commitment
to building a culture of life in Amer-
ica,” Bush cited the progress he’s
made on their cause, including:

0 Signing the Born Alive Infants
Protection Act.

I Opposing stem cell research
that would involve the destruction of
embryos.

I Declining to spend federal
funds on international programs that
promote abortion.

“We must not create life to de-
stroy life,” the president said. “Hu-
man beings are not research materi-
al to be used in a cruel and reckless
experiment.”

The crowd cheered Bush’s re-
marks, especially when he said he
hoped Congress would this year
pass a ban on a late-term abortion
procedure, called by opponents par-

. tial-birth abortions. Several mem-

bers of Congress pledged to renew

I have just completed a two-day
retreat with our leadership teams
from Cedarmore and Jonathan
Creek. Our team came together for
two days of praying, planning, eval-
uating, dreaming and all those oth-
er elements that make or break the
success of a team retreat.

I come away from our time to-
gether more deeply convinced than
ever that our ministries at
Cedarmore and Jonathan
Creek are headed in an
exciting direction. When
I moved into this minis-
try a little more than five
years ago, I was enthusi-
astic and believed God
was going to lead our
camp and conference
centers on a new path that
would have expanding
Kingdom impact.

When I began in this
position, I had sincere
hope that we would be blessed as
we sought God’s perspective on
what He wanted to do at our con-
ference centers. Now, five years and
five months into this ministry, I
have never felt more strongly nor
been more convinced that our great-

more and Jonathan Creek.

We have made progress at both
Cedarmore and Jonathan Creek. To
be sure, we’ve had our share of
challenges (many of which remain)
and a reasonable number of suc-

est years are still ahead for Cedar-

You ain’t seen nothin’ yet

KENTUCKY
BAPTIST
ASSEMBLIES

5

Rusty Ellison

cesses. But when I look at where I
believe we are headed over the next
decade, my excitement is more than
I can contain. We’re already seeing
God do “immeasurably more than
all we ask or imagine, according to
His power that is at work within us.”

Two weeks ago, I wrote and
urged all of our readers to move
ahead and make plans for camps
this summer. At that
time, I reported that we
had more than 3,500 peo-
ple registered for Cross-
ings at the Creek for this
summer and that we were
almost full. Since then,
we have moved to more
than 3,700 reservations
for our nine weeks of
camp. We know we will
experience some drop-
outs and no-shows, but
we still will have-a dra-
matic increase from last

year.

God is blessing. We are so very
thankful for the opportunity to play
the part we play in God’s work of
camp and conference ministry. I
know that it’s not grammatically
correct, but I believe and pray that
“you ain’t seen nothin’ yet!”

Rusty Ellison is president of Kentucky Bap-
tist Assemblies, Box 43364, Louisville, KY
40253-0364. Call (502) 499-8655
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their support for such a ban.

Nellie Gray, president of the
March for Life Fund, called volun-
teers to the stage to carry little white
coffins representing “pre-born chil-
dren” who had been killed each year
since the 1973 decision. A bell tolled
after she recited each year.

“We’re going to overturn Roe vs.
Wade!” Gray said.

Across the crowd, people hoist-
ed signs such as “Women Deserve
Better Than Abortion” and “Abor-
tion Kills More People Than War.”

Counter demonstration

Just hours before and blocks
away from the rally, people on the
other side of the debate talked about
mobilizing their supporters to pro-
mote their stand.

““Roe vs. Wade affirmed that it is
women who should make a decision
about abortion,” said Carlton Vea-
zey, president of the Religious Coa-
lition for Reproductive Choice.

The anniversary was marked by
a plethora of activities, ranging from
press conferences to candlelight vig-
ils to dinners to worship services.

Anti-abortion marchers, who
headed to the Supreme Court after
an hour and a half of speeches,

mounted various displays to depict
their view. About a block from the
stage, some had set up a makeshift
cemetery with crosses.

Between the speeches and the pa-
triotic music, members of the crowd
said they came to make a stand,
some with many years of experience
and others newer to the cause.

Ann Poole, a mother of eight
from Ebensburg, Pa., has been to 14
of the marches.

“I truly believe human life is sa-
cred from conception with all my
heart,” said Poole, who held an
“Abortion Is Murder” sign. “Abor-
tion shows the hopelessness of a cer-
tain segment of society who doesn’t
believe every person has a purpose
in life.”

Groups of students from Catho-
lic high schools and colleges con-
gregated within the crowds.

Katherine Bugos, an 18-year-old
student at Ave Maria College in Yp-
silanti, Mich., came with a busload
of 60 students.

“Pro-life really says a lot about
who you are and how you view life
in general,” she said. “If you don’t
stand up for the littlest forms of life,
how can you expect to respect other
forms of life?”

Community Hymn Sing

Martyrs of the Faith:

A Setvice of Remembrance

and of Honor to the Lamb

Tuesday, February 4, 2003
7:30 PM - Alumni Memorial Chapel

The last days of 2002 brought news of the deaths of three
medical missionaries in Yemen. Their lives reflect the last

words of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, “This is the end, but for me it is the

beginning of life.”

We will remember the lives of these and others who have laid

down their lives for Christ, through the singing of great hymns

of courage, prayer for His kingdom and songs of adoration to

God and to the Lamb.

A special prayer will be offered by Dean Thomas Rainer,

veteran missionary Dr. Mark Terry and others for the families of

the martyrs and for Christ’s gospel light and peace to embrace

among all nations.

The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
2825 Lexington Road - Louisville, KY




Celebrating our past

By Robert Dunston itary for their commitment, and we
keep them always in our thoughts
and prayers, especially during these
troubled times.

Cumberland College’s gospel
choir Joyful Noise, led by senior
Andrea Chandler, provided inspira-
tional special music. Their voices
and enthusiasm lifted our spirits and
prepared us further for worship.

Cumberland College’s opening
chapel of the spring 2003 semester
was our annual Founders Day con-
vocation. Our remembrance of
those who founded and nurtured
Cumberland College, joined with
our reflection on the life and work
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., pro-

vided an inspiring way to
begin the new semester.

Cumberland College
President Jim Taylor
spoke briefly about the
founding of our institu-
tion. Before our doors
opened in January 1889,
many people had
dreamed, planned,
prayed and worked to
make Cumberland a real-
ity. Since our founding

CUMBERLAND
COLLEGE

Ben Williams, pastor
of Mt. Nebo Baptist
Church in Louisville,
brought our morning

message. Williams spoke
to our minds and hearts
as he encouraged us not
to miss or misplace the
message of Christ. His
impassioned words of
comfort and challenge
caused us to give thanks

for salvation and forgive-

ness through Christ and for the op-
portunity we have to receive an ed-
ucation and minister to others in
Christ’s name.

Those individuals who founded
Cumberland College focused on
Christ. We endeavor to maintain
that same focus on Christ as we pro-
vide a quality education in a Chris-
tian environment. Please pray for us
as we continue our ministry.

we have sent Christian graduates
into our area, our state, our nation
and to the uttermost parts of the
earth to serve Christ.

Following President Taylor’s
remarks, Michael Colegrove, vice
president for student services and a
colonel in the United States Army
Reserves, led in the commissioning
of 2nd Lt. Robert Heffner, son of
David and Diana Heffner of Hamp-
ton, Va. Heffner completed his de-
gree at Cumberland this past De-
cember and now enters the United
States Army. We thank Heffner and
the many others in our nation’s mil-

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland College,
6000 College Station Dr., Williamsburg, KY
40769

Winter Blahs?

Or could it be
something more
serious?

Wintertime depression, also known as Season Affective Disorder, is
common. Doctors recommend getting out of doors as much as
possible, even in cold weather, to increase exposure to sunlight which
can positively affect mood. But, if your depression is hanging on, it
could be more than the winter blahs. Call Kentucky Baptist Homes for
Children’s Cornerstone Counseling. Cornerstone offers affordable,
professional Christian counseling across Kentucky. All counselors
have a master’s degree or higher and financial assistance is available.

Cornerstone Counseling offices are located in Ashland, Berea,
Bowling Green, Campbellsville, Corbin, Frankfort, Harlan,
Harold, Hazard, Henderson, Hopkinsville, LaGrange, London,
Louisa, Madisonville, New Castle, Northern Kentucky,
Owensboro, Paducah, Pineville, Somerset and Stanford.

- Calloday!
A\, 1800-9817493
KBHC wwwibhc.org

DO You LOVE
MANKIND ,
PREACHER 2

For Heaven’s Sake

Doug Marlette

SLRE T LOVE
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\T'S HUMAN BEINGS
T GOT PROBLEMS WITH !

WHY Do WE REFER TO OUR
CHURCH PoTLUCKS AS

Bible Crossword

Across

1 “There is a way which seemeth
right unto __"
(Proverbs 14:12)

4 “whereby we cry ___, Father”
(Romans 8:15)

8 Harness part

11 “Why make ye this __and
weep?” (Mark 5:39)

12 “___down all thy strong holds”
(Micah 5:11)

13 Alphonso’s queen

14 Still

15 Trav. org.

16 Mother of Ishmael

18 The month of April (Exodus 13)

20 Telegram

21 Grad. degree

22“___ cumi” (Mark 5:41)

25 “Thou shalt lay up ___as dust”
(Job 22:24)

26 “a great gulf ___ between us”
(Luke 16:26)

27 Printer's measure

28 One (Scot.)

29 Before (poet.)

30 “will do all that thou shall ___
us” (2 Kings 10:5)

31 Pronoun

32 Planted

34 Complete

35 “For by him were all things
created, ... whether they be
____"(Colossians 1:16)

37 Office holders

38 Camel's ___

39 “in _ will I call them my
people” (Romans 9:25)

41 Fire (Sp.)

43 Egg (comb. form)

Last week’s solution
T H 4 1077
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© 1997 Barbour Publishing

... OR IS THAT
MYSTERY BEST LEFT

UNREVEALED?

W,
\\\\\

44 “thou shalt put __ away iniquity”
(Job 22:23)

47 Reply (syn.)

48 Not in your wildest dreams

50 A son of Caleb (1 Chronicles 4)

51 Earl Grey, for example

52 Wither

53 Number of Joseph’s brothers
who went to buy corn in Egypt
(Genesis 45)

Down

1Cape ___,NJ

2 Fruit drink

3 “a __ prisoner named Barabbas”
(Matthew 27:16)

4 An evil king of Israel

5 S.A. country

6 “First” name of nursery rhyme
character

7 Short time

8 “Take ye wives, ___sons and
daughters” (Jeremiah 29:6)

9 Actress Claire

10 ___ paper

12 A group of Asian languages
(var.)

17 Parched

19 Good (collog.)

20 “For this people’s heartis ___
gross” (Matthew 13:15)

21 Sivan, the third ___ (Esther 8)

22 Bores

23 “And if children, then ___ of
God” (Romans 8:17)

24 Aunt Bea’s nephew

25 Manner of walking

26 “to the ___, ye shall give the less
inheritance” (Numbers 33:54)

30 “that ye might have a second
___" (2 Corinthians 1:15)

32 Rise above

33 “melons, leeks, and the _____
(Numbers 11:5)

34 Compete

36 Son of Zorobabel (Luke 3:27)

39 Preposition

40 Term of address

41 Physical trait of Mrs. Sprat

42 Chemical suffix

43 Female cell (pl.)

45 Linking verb

46 “rejoiceth as a strong man to
___arace” (Psalm 19:5)

49 Shoe width
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“You don’t draw
people to
something that’s
just stale and
predictable.”
Steve Ayers, pastor of

Hillvue Heights Church
in Bowling Green

Bowling Green pastor explores church as bride of Christ

By David Winfrey
News Director

BOWLING GREEN—Pastor
Steve Ayers recalls the woman he
greeted after church one Sunday who
said she wasn’t coming back.

He asked why, hoping Hillvue
Heights Church could learn some-
thing to better serve the next visitor.

“I’m not looking for a church that
gets this serious,” the woman replied.
“I’m looking for a church that I can
just go to.”

Helping Christians and | ¢,
churches get seriously pas- |
sionate about Jesus is Ay-
ers’ goal in his new book,
“Igniting Passion in Your
Church.”

Ayers explores the met-
aphor in Ephesians of the
church being Jesus’ bride.
He calls churches to be im-
mersed in a committed re-
lationship with Christ that shapes ev-
erything they do, sparks excitement in
the unknown and attracts unchurched
people to begin “flirting” with the re-
ality of Jesus.

Too often, he contends, churches
get wrapped up in the trappings of the
wedding and forget the Groom.

“Sometimes we become so fo-
cused on the mechanics of doing

church that we forget to just be in this .

relationship with God that also pro-
duces God’s order to us,” he said.
Churches that embrace such a pas-

sionate relationship invite others to’

experience God’s love and have an

STEVE AYERS The Bowling Green pastor said he hopes to help focus churches
on the primary relationship with Christ, not a specific program, in his book,
“lgniting Passion in Your Church.” “Praise God, this is a book where you
don’t have to have $500,000 to get started.”

openness to wherever God is leading,
Ayers said. Churches that aren’t pas-
sionate tend to get stale, he added.

“Sometimes in marriage we do the
same thing every day, and just stay-
ing together is enough, instead of re-
ally living and discovering one anoth-
er and journeying with your spouse,”
he said. “The same things happens in
church and it ceases to be attractive.
You don’t draw people to something
that’s just stale and predictable and the
same every day.”

Ayers is well-known to many Ken-
tucky Baptists. A native of Bowling
Green, he became pastor of Hillvue

Heights 12 years ago when the church
had dwindled to about 30 members.
Today, attendance averages more than
2,500 each week.

Ayers has spoken at several church
leadership conferences in Kentucky
and beyond. He also preaches, on av-
erage, 20 revivals each year.

Talking with many church leaders,
he said, they too often focus on the
structure and programs of the church
instead of the key relationship. “I think
the church really needs to know that
Jesus is in love with them and they
need to be in love with Jesus.”

He said he finds “passionate mo-

ments” and groupings in all the
churches he visits. The challenge, he
said is “‘to allow that passion to spread
throughout the body” so that it be-
comes the defining characteristic.

Author and professor Leonard
Sweet admits in the book’s foreword
that he tried to dissuade Ayers from
focusing on the marriage metaphor.

““There are at least 96 images of
the church in the New Testament,’ I
told him. ‘Pick any one of them, but
not this one. This is the least likely to
connect with the emerging culture,’”
writes Sweet, who was Ayers’ doctor-
al thesis supervisor.

But Ayers said the marriage imag-
ery is particularly important in a cul-
ture plagued by divorce. “The church
has a real opportunity to show and il-
lustrate to a world—that struggles
with commitment—what commit-
ment means,” he said. “But then we
have to ask the question: What is the
church truly committed to?”

True commitment in church and
marriage means being willing to be
selfless, he said. But too often people
aren’t willing to look beyond their
own comforts.

“Marriage makes me uncomfort-
able. My bathroom got messed up. I
can’t leave stuff laying on the floor
anymore,” he said. “I have to become
selfless to really live out my marriage,
and I’m naturally selfish.”

Just as in marriage, churches must
be willing to be selfless, Ayers said.
“T’ve got to be crucified from what I
do and begin to be resurrected into
what Jesus would lead me to do.”

It was a good chapél service

Most faculty and students agree our daily chap-
el service is a blessing. We know some students
do not use this time to worship and praise God,
but most do cherish this time. Our chapel service
is in the middle of our school day. All our faculty
and students attend the 35-minute service.

Our school chaplain, Michael Spencer, does a
_ great job of providing a variety of ways for us to
worship. We often have a faculty or staff person
share from God’s Word, or a personal testimony
may be given. We have come to appre-
ciate greatly our Friday praise and wor-
ship time. We are blessed in many ser-
vices to have guest speakers. We recent-
ly had a visiting group from Chile.

This week we had still another first.
For the past two years, in our Baptist
Student Union meetings, we have giv-
en our students an opportunity—we call
it an open microphone—to give their
testimonies or to share something that
is heavy on their hearts. When you give
a group of young people the opportuni-
ty to express whatever is on their minds,
you’d better be prepared. I have attend-
ed some of those meetings when stu-
dents poured their hearts out and were willing to
reveal their deepest thoughts and concerns. I have
been blessed and inspired at every one.

Even though this has been a time of blessing
during the BSU meetings, you must remember at-
tendance there is voluntary. It is not quite the same
as a required chapel service when all students are
present. When Chaplain Spencer announced he
was going to have an open mic for chapel, I must
confess I got a lump in my throat. Had he lost his
mind completely? I was a little relieved when he
gave very detailed instructions. We were to sing a
hymn or two, and then any faculty or student who

THIS IS
ONEIDA

W.F. Underwood

wanted could come forward and share a word of
testimony. Standing before 500-plus people in a
chapel service is a little different than standing in
front of a much smaller BSU group. During the
hymn I looked across the chapel and saw Spen-
cer. He appeared to be praying silently; a good
idea. Both Spencer and I were relieved when five
students came forward. Each one took a turn.

The first young man expressed his thanks to
God for leading him to Oneida, “a Christian
school.” He was happy to be able to
share in prayer and testimony with oth-
er students.

One student told of his happiness at
being back on our campus. This young
person had gotten into trouble on and
off our campus this past summer. He
had decided not to return in the fall.
Things went from bad to worse as he
got into some pretty serious trouble. He
encouraged other students to have a
greater appreciation for Oneida and the
opportunities here.

Two other students talked about their
spiritual growth on campus. They were
grateful for the discipline and spiritual
leadershlp they had received. Two more students
came to share as we sang an additional hymn. One
was a young lady in her first year at Oneida. It
was hard to understand some of what she said
because of her tears and quivering voice.

Finally, the last young man told how happy he
was to be allowed to return after having been ex-
pelled. He also shared that he received Christ as
his personal Savior the previous week.

Reprinted from the Feb. 18, 1997, Western Recorder
W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, P.0. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www.oneida
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org

Second-year student Thomas
Breitling took the distance record
for students going home for Christ-
mas. He journeyed to Hamburg,
Germany.

“It was a wonderful reunion with
my family and my home church,”
Breitling said. He came to Clear
Creek after two years of service at
International Baptist Church of
Hamburg. Church mem-
bers come from 15 coun-
tries and live all over the
city. “I worked with
small groups that meet in
the homes,” he said. Con-
verted at age 9, Breitling
deeply appreciates the in-
fluence of his Christian
mother and the church.

A spiritual turning
point for Breitling came
in 1993 through a pro-
longed illness.

“I had surgery but
continued to be sick and
was out of school for six months,”
he remembered. “This was difficult
for me as a teenager, wanting to be
with my friends. I felt I couldn’t do
anything. Asking God what to do, I
was directed to the Discipleship
Training School operated by Youth
With a Mission. The school was
located a few minutes from my
home. ... Sixteen students from
eight nations helped me to know the
Lord so well.” The training was put
into practice with another student

German student at Clear Creek

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

on a four-month YWAM mission
in Canada.

He returned to Germany and se-
cured an apprenticeship job with an
automobile dealership.

“Each week I worked three days
and attended school two days; I
learned much about working in a
secular world,” Breitling said. “But
the company had some practices
that I couldn’t agree with
as a Christian. God gave
me strength to say no. It
was like stepping out of
the boat and not knowing
what was next. My super-
visors were shocked that
I quit and thought I was
radical. I took that as a
compliment.

“International = stu-
dents face a challenge
going to school in Amer-
ica, but God has helped
me in so many ways,”
Breitling said. “The Har-
lan Baptist Church is a wonderful
encouragement. The Ditty family
(John Ditty is pastor) has almost
adopted me. Professors are very
helpful and prayer makes a differ-
ence. I'm also glad to have good
phone connections with my fami-
ly. Clear Creek is the place God
wants me to be.”

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College, Pineville, KY 40977
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BOOKS/VIDEOS

p 4 "
complaints to God in the new Christian children’s book and video "Henme ACo. mon-‘ .

Caterpillar.” (RS photo caurtesy of Tommy Nelson Publlshers
of cater]zll r tr nsfo

By Ted Parks
Re//glon News Serwce

prayer. Hermie is joined by cater-
pillar sidekick Wormie, who, like-
wise dissatisfied with his ho-hum
appearance, joins Hermie atop a

> days the progr v
finitive, other days scarcely notice-
able,” he added. “But He doesn’t
give up. Neither can we!”

1 Am in Fact a Hobbit: An Introduction
to the Life and Work of J.R.R.
Tolkien. Perry Bramlett. Mercer Uni-
versity Press, 2002. 254 pages. $25.00
*99® (out of five)

With the release of two install-
ments of “The Lord of The
Rings” movies, JR.R.
Tolkien has been intro-
duced to a new generation.
Not only have the movies
been authentic blockbust-
ers, but sales of the epic
novel have excelled.

But, who is the person
behind this fascinating tale?
The answer to that question
might surprise you.

Born in 1892, Tolkien was a de-
vout Catholic who was largely respon-
sible for the conversion of C.S. Lewis
to Christianity (though he was pro-
foundly disappointed that Lewis chose
to become an Anglican).

In addition to his most famous nov-
el, Tolkein wrote poetry, children’s
stories, as well as several other novels
and works of fiction. He even pub-
lished a book of his original artwork,
which received generally good re-
views despite his lack of formal train-
ing as an artist. He was a devoted fam-
ily man and professor. What may get
lost in all the hype surrounding *“The
Lord of the Rings” is that Tolkein was
a serious student of languages. He was
a major contributor to the first edition
of the Oxford English Dictionary.

What may surprise many fans of
“The Lord of the Rings” is how long

it took Tolkein to complete the project -

—more than 20 years. Many of the
themes in Lord of the Rings reflect not
only those of epic English/Anglo-Sax-
on mythology, but the ups and downs
of the history of the period through
which he wrote.

Perry Bramlett, a Kentucky Bap-
tist and expert on C.S. Lewis, has done
an excellent job of helping us get ac-
quainted with Tolkien. Reading
through the appendices to the book,
one realizes that a thorough look at
Tolkien’s life and works could fill sev-
eral volumes. Bramlett manages to
help us see inside the life, mind and
work of this truly fascinating, if not
somewhat enigmatic, man in less than
300 pages. Jim Holladay

Patches of Godlight: Father Tim’s Fa-
vorite Quotes. Jan Karon. Penguin
Books, 2002. 224 pages. $14. o &&

Those familiar with Jan Karon’s
Mitford Series immediately will know
that Father Tim, the main character of
the series, is an Episcopal priest who
is well-read and who likes
to jot down favorite quotes’
in his “quote book.”

“Patches of Godlight”
is Karon’s two-color
facsimile of Father Tim’s
own leather-bound note-
book. With no introduc-
tion and no footnotes, the
reader immediately em-
barks on a collection of
quotes from religious and secular
works, as well as favorite Scripture
quotations.

As far as the quotes are concerned,
this book is filled with some of the best
that could be included. It certainly
accomplishes its purpose of giving
you the feel of Father Tim’s notebook.

But considering the quality of the
quotes, I wish Karon had expanded on
the quotes in a separate addendum.
While footnotes on each page would
have destroyed the effect she was
working toward, a great educational
opportunity has been missed.

3 Think of all the devot-
ed readers of the Mitford
Series who could have
been turned on to some of
the great spiritual classics
by a few comments about
the author, his or her back-
ground, the importance of
this thought for life, etc.
To simply know why the
quotation was important to
Father Tim would have
gone a long way toward fulfilling
this goal.

Karon is in a unique position in the
publishing world in that she is writing
mainstream books with Christian
themes and messages. I wish she had
taken this opportunity not just to pro-
duce a work in anticipation of book
No. 8 in the series, but also to provide
some direct spiritual guidance to her
readers. Wayne Hager

The Great Cheese Squeese: A Gruntly
and Iggy Adventure. Bryan Ballinger
and Keith Lango. Zonderkidz, 2002. 36
pages. $14.99. ¥4 ¢

Gruntly and Iggy are the quintes-
sential odd couple who discover two

" heads are better than one. That is the

theme of the latest edition of Zonder—
kidz’ Big Idea Books.

Gruntly is a brown field mouse,
engrossed in making sculptures of toes
out of cheese. Iggy is a—country
preacher, cleverly disguisedias a frog,
salamander or some form of amphib-
ious reptile. In addition to preaching,
he seems to spend most of his time
making wind chimes from various
“buggy bits,” or assorted pieces of bug
anatomy.

The story’s tension comes when
Gruntly, trying to win the prize for the
best sculpture in the Praire Cheese
Carver’s contest, discovers quite by
accident that the cheese inside a
cheese-filled hot dog makes excellent
sculpting material. (Actually Iggy sat
on a hot dog Gruntly had left in the
chair, causing the cheese to shoot
across the room and stick on the re-
frigerator.)

In order to get more cheese, Grunt-
ly invents a cheese extraction contrap-
tion. Why he didn’t just get Iggy to sit
on a few more hot dogs, I don’t know,
because Iggy is no fan of cleanliness.
He never washes his socks, causing
quite a stink.

Exhausted from invent-
ing and extracting, Gruntly
falls asleep at the same time
that Iggy runs out of socks.
Trying to get a pair he can
wear in public, he has the
bright idea of running his
socks through the extrac-
tion contraption, hoping to
extract the odor. He suc-
ceeds in both extracting the
odor from his socks and infusing all
the cheese Gruntly runs through the
machine with foot odor.

How does the story end? You will
have to buy or borrow the book, I
guess. This lavishly illustrated book
would be a good addition to any
church library. Jim Holladay

N
FAITHFUL

READER

By Wayne Hager, pastor
of Calvary Baptist
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C.;
Jim Holladay, pastor of
Lyndon Baptist Church
in Louisville; and Victoria
Moon, librarian for Deer
Park Baptist Church in
Louisville. They welcome
feedback or suggestions
for book reviews.
Contact them via e-mail
at: jwhager@surry.net,
docholladay01@aol.com
or victoria.moon
@earthlink.net
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PEOPLE

PRAYER

PARTNERS

Please pray for these
people and projects,
which are part of
Kentucky Baptists’
partnership with Baptists
in Poland, Europe and
New England:

W Praise God for six
drug addicts who
recently became
believers through the
ministry of missionaries
in Moscow. The six are
meeting three times a
week with missionaries
for counseling,
accountability and
discipling.

M Praise God for several
young pastors in the
Wroclaw area of Poland
who have caught a
vision for church
planting.

M Praise God for two
cows provided for two
Romany/Gypsy church

planters in Romania. The
cows will provide both
nourishment and income
for the two families.

M Work among Chinese
living in Budapest,
Hungary.

B Work among the
Basque of Spain and
France. Missionaries

report there are about 50
known Basque
evangelical believers.

M Christians in the
western suburbs of Paris
who will be willing to
lead small group Bible
studies. “While seeker
interest continues to be
good, leaders to help
seekers are in very short
supply,” write Baptist
representatives Sam and
Joyce Catoe.

M The need for a
Christian witness among
the Rumelian Turks in
Bulgaria. Descendants of
the Ottoman Turks, most
Rumelians are Muslim
or atheists. Less than
0.5 percent are
Christians.
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Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by staff

B BOWLING GREEN—Living
Hope Church called Jeff Carlisle as
missions and singles pastor Jan. 1.
Jonathan Kittinger was called as in-
terim middle school director.

B DANVILLE—First Church or-
dained Alex Alford, Jeff Brown,
David Edwards and Rob Wells as
deacons Jan. 8. Tim Mathis is pastor.
B HARRODSBURG—Bruners
Chapel Church called Greg Humpert
as pastor Jan. 12. He previously was
pastor of Old Yellow Creek Church
in Middlesboro.

B HAZEL—Gene Orr Miller died
Jan. 16 at age 75. Miller was minister
of music at Hazel Church for 50 years
and chairman of deacons for 40 years.
B L EXINGTON—Grace Church will

host a Valentine banquet Feb. 14 with
dinner at 6 p.m. and a 7:30 p.m. con-
cert by the GladRingers.

B . ONDON—Corinth Church called
Troy Baxter as full-time minister of
music and education. James Blaylock
is pastor.

Pilgrims Rest Church called Rog-

er Williams as pastor.
B LOUISVILLE—Dale Fields re-
signed his ministry position at Hills-
dale Church Dec. 31 to become asso-
ciate minister of music at Highview
Church.

Jim Taylor recently resigned as
minister of music at Woodland
Church.

B MARION—Deer Creek Church
called Jamie Baker as pastor.

CLTURE FAIR Students and sta t ned B ptit Intitut ample international cuisine

during the school’s third annual Culture Fair Jan. 18. The event, sponsored by Oneida’s
Student Government Association, gives international students an opportunity to share
food, music and other customs from their home cultures. (OBl photo)

CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR SALE: Mini-buses by Star-
Trans. Whitworth Bus Sales, Inc.,
(502) 894-0110. We move Kentucky
safely.

FOR SALE: 1995 GMC 29-pas-
senger bus. Low miles; $23,000. Call

‘Richard, First Baptist, Richmond,

(859) 623-4028.

HEALTHCARE: Pre-existing
conditions accepted. Non-insurance
solution. Hospitals, doctors, dentists,
prescriptions, accidental injury, vi-
sion, hearing, etc. $64.95/month per
family. Representatives needed; un-
limited income.  (866) 524-7685;

(502) 493-1383; steph@metrol.org. |

ceo8761

SEEKING: Care pastor to devel-
op a lay and professional counseling
network, build a dynamic prayer min-
istry and give guidance to gender-
based, family life and support group
ministries of the church. Require-
ments: MDiv degree; extensive expe-
rience in pastoral care, ministry lead-
ership and spiritual development;
minimum of 10 years effective minis-
try experience. Please send resumé
with references to: Dr. Scott Kilgore,
Living Hope Baptist Church, 1805
Westen Ave., Bowling Green, KY
42104, or via e-mail to: skilgore
@livinghopebaptistchurch.com.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music to lead a blended worship ser-
vice and direct adult and children’s
choirs. Interested candidates should
submit resumés and references to:
Chevy Chase Baptist Church, 200
Colony Blvd., Lexington, KY 40502,
Attn: Search Committee.

SEEKING: Full-time director of
preschool for Sunshine Korner Nurs-
ery School of Greenville Baptist
Church, Florence, Ky., Candidate
must meet all state guidelines for pre-
school education and/or training.
$16,000 annual salary for Monday-
Friday. Send resumé to: Greenville
Baptist Church, 1050 Burlington Pike,
Florence, KY 41042, Attn: Pastor
Robert Golden. Training will be pro-
vided by current director. For more
information you may call the pastor
at (859) 525-6004.

SEEKING: Minister to single
adults, Lexington/Midlands of South
Carolina. Send resumé to: Search
Committee, Lexington Baptist
Church, 308 E Main St., Lexington,
SC 29072.

SEEKING: Full-time minister to
lead youth and oversee new activities
center for Hall Street Baptist Church
in Owensboro. Please send your re-
sumé to: Hall Street Baptist Church,
1102 Hall St., Owensboro, KY 42303,
Attn: Larry Render.

SEEKING: Full-time director of
missions for Wayne-Freedom Baptist
Association in south-central Ken-
tucky. Resumés will be accepted
through Feb. 7, 2003. Send resumés
to: First Baptist Church of Monticel-
lo, 2124 East Highway 90 By-Pass,
Monticello, KY 42633, Attn: Coy
Webb.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music. Growing church; blended wor-
ship style; Gene Snyder and Dixie
Highway; $150-$200/week. South-
minster Baptist Church, 11780 Tier-
ney Drive, Louisville, KY 40272.
Send resumé or contact office for ap-
pointment: (502) 933-2761.

SEEKING: Pianist/accompanist
for Wednesday praise choir practice
and Sunday morning worship servic-
es (blended service). Salary negotia-
ble on experience. Southminster Bap-
tist Church, 11780 Tierney Drive,
Louisville, KY 40272, (502) 933-
2761.

SEEKING: Associate pastor for
progressive Southern Baptist church
with average attendance of 500. Pri-
mary responsibilities include educa-
tion and administration. Seminary
training and/or experience preferred.
Send resumé to: Berea Baptist
Church, 310 Chestnut St., Berea, KY
40403; (859) 986-9391.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music to lead blended worship and
fully-graded choirs for Oakland Bap-
tist Church (12 miles north of Bowl-
ing Green). PO Box 154, Oakland,
KY 42159; (270) 563-4011. Dr. Tom
Stokes, pastor.

SEEKING: Westwood Baptist
Church, a CBF-affiliated church in
Springfield, Va., seeks applicants for
the position of associate pastor/min-
ister with youth and children. Candi-
dates should have a degree from an
accredited seminary, relevant experi-
ence in this ministry field and a genu-
ine love for youth and children. Re-
sumés should be submitted to: PSC,
Westwood Baptist Church, 8200 Old
Keene Mill Road, Springfield, VA
22152.

SEEKING: Hartford Baptist
Church in Hartford, Ky., prayerfully
seeks a full-time pastor. Please send
resumé to: Pastor Search Committee,
415 Liberty St., Hartford, K'Y 42347.

SEEKING: Meta Baptist Church,
located in the mountains of Eastern
Kentucky, is seeking God’s guidance
in searching for a pastor. MBC is ac-
tively involved in missions, presently
supporting two mission churches; has
a full-time staff, minister of music and
youth, secretary and custodian; a
growing children’s program through
Sunday school, TeamKids and chil-
dren’s choir; an active youth program
and an outreach program for the eld-
erly who may be shut-ins or in nurs-
ing homes. If led by God to seek this
position, please forward a resumé to:
Meta Baptist Church, 8807 Meta
Highway, Pikeville, KYY 41501.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
youth and education for Scottsville
Baptist Church, Scottsville, Ky. Send
resumés to the church at PO Box 392,
Scottsville, KY 42164, Attn: Sharon
Davis; or e-mail to mail @scottsville
baptist.org. Call (270) 237-3451 for
more information.

SEEKING: Linden Valley Baptist
Conference Center, a Tennessee Bap-
tist Convention facility, is searching
for a ministry-minded individual to fill
a year-round full-time foodservice
supervisor’s position offering gener-
ous benefits package. Experience in
menu planning, staff supervision,
meal preparation and purchasing re-
quired. If interested, contact (877)
354-6336 or thughes @tnbaptist.org.

SEEKING: Highlawn Baptist
Church, Huntington, W.Va., is cur-
rently receiving resumés for the full-
time position of minister to students.
Interested applicants may review in-
formation on this position by going to
www.sbc.net and clicking on “Job
Search.” Send resumé to: pastor
@highlawnbaptist.org; or Highlawn
Baptist Church, 2788 Collis Ave.,
Huntington, WV 25702, Attn: Pastor.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church
of Coeburn, Va., is seeking a full-time
pastor. First Baptist Church of Coe-
burn is a Southern Baptist church; a
Southern Baptist seminary degree is
required. Please send resumé and vid-
eo or audio tape if possible to: First
Baptist Church, PO Box 336, Coe-
burn, VA 24230.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for
church located in a growing commu-
nity. Send resumé to: Fairlane Baptist
Church, Attn: Pastor Search Commit-
tee, 5913 Herringer Road, Alexandria,
KY 41001.

SEEKING: Accepting resumés
for the position of director of missions.
All resumés should be sent to Giles
Baptist Association, PO Box 404, Pu-
laski, TN 38478. The deadline for re-
ceiving resumés is Feb. 21, 2003.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for
Dripping Spring Baptist Church in
Olmstead, Ky. The church averages
125 in Sunday school and 160 in wor-
ship. If interested, send resumé to
Ricky Holloway, 12978 Orndorff Mill
Road, Olmstead, KY 42265.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for
Petrey Memorial Baptist Church.
Send resumé and video/audio tape to:
Pastor Search Committee, Petrey Me-
morial Baptist Church, 141 Alto St.,
Hazard, KY 41701. Resumés wel-
come until April 27, 2003. Call (606)
436-4716 or 439-3928 for more infor-
mation.

SEEKING: Two positions: part-
time minister of music and part-time
youth director. Send resumés to:
Search Committee, Parksville Baptist
Church, 6610 Alum Springs Road,
Danville, KY 40422; or e-mail:
pkbaptist@kih.net.

SEEKING: Pastor for rural church
(SBC affiliation). Send resumé and
references to: Search Committee, 425
Pope Ave., Harrodsburg, KY 40330.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music/youth. Please send resumés to:
Otter Creek First Baptist Church,
13000 Quail Run Drive, Little Rock,
AR 72210, Attn: Martha Owens.

SERVICE: America’s Christian
long distance. Free toll-free number;
4.9 cents/minute; 6-second increment
billing; no contracts; online sign-up.
www.talklongdistance.net, (888) 645-
4559.

SERVICE: Lower your phone
bill. Blessed Hope has 4.9 cents/
minute (24/7); no fees; 6-second bill-
ing; no fine print; and 250,000 happy
customers. Free message at (866) 736-
7869 or info at www.covenantphone
service.com. Home agents needed.

WANTED: Mid-sized central
Kentucky church wants to buy a good
used baby grand piano. Contact (606)
365-2116.
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Dead man preaching

Baptist pastor with cancer has new message for friends

By Jeffrey MacDonald
Religion News Service

NEWBURYPORT, Mass. (RNS)
—When Bradley Sell answered a call-
ing at age 42 to become a Baptist
preacher, he unloaded a sometimes
Jjarring message on the pew-sitters of
New Bedford, Mass., simply because,
in his words, “hell is real.”

Five years later, in September
2000, Sell’s doctor delivered the
preacher a wake-up call of his own.

Sell has advanced prostate cancer,
never before detected, the doctor said,
and would surely be dead within two
years.

Confident of his own salvation but
facing numbered days on earth, Sell
rebuffed friends who urged him to
take a cruise or lavish vacation, say-
ing he had no interest in such things.

Instead, he resolved to be a tireless
messenger in his last days. But for
some audiences, he would offer a
message unlike any he’d delivered
before. This one would be called,
“beat prostate cancer with early detec-
tion.”

“If I had had the (prostate screen-
ing) test eight years ago, I wouldn’t
be dying today,” Sell said over lunch
during an interview.

Using the time he has

“I now have a reason to bring my
message to others. I have a credibili-
ty, as someone who’s going to be dead
any day now, that I’ve never had be-
fore,” he said. “Maybe that’s where
the urgency comes from.”

At 49, Sell has now outlived his
doctor’s brightest scenario by five
months. He reports neither pain nor
fatigue nor fear of death. He devours
every crumb from a turkey Rueben
and plate of fries, a meal seasoned
with smiles and laughs of his own. His
appetite and ebullient spirit provide
fuel, it seems, for a speaking schedule
that takes him across Massachusetts,
anywhere he’s invited to go.

Just about every man who sells
plumbing or heating supplies in Mas-
sachusetts has heard Sell’s call to re-
pentance for not demanding a regular
screening test, or PSA (Prostate Spe-
cific Antigen) exam. That’s because
Sell has worked in the industry since
he cut his teeth fixing bathtubs in his
teenage years.

ON A MISSION Baptist pastor Brad Sell has
embarked on a prostate education ministry
since being told he had cancer and fewer
than two years to live. Sell said his message
is bearing both physical and spiritual
results. (RNS photo by Jeffrey MacDonald)

A part-time associate pastor at Ha-
ven Baptist Church in New Bedford,
he served as executive vice president
of the New England Wholesalers As-
sociation until, he says, he got fired in
autumn 2000 after disclosing his ter-
minal illness.

Despite losing his job, he still
wields considerable influence in the
industry—enough to get stubborn,
blue-collar stalwarts to the doctor’s
office.

“Atevery physical, I have that sim-
ple blood test thanks to Brad,” said Pat
McCartin, a manufacturers represen-
tative who lives in Lowell, Mass. and
recalls many years of working with
hazardous toxins. “Even if my past
does catch up to me, I know that I
dodged the bullet of prostate cancer,
or at least the terminal version, thanks
to Brad.”

“He’s kind of an unusual charac-
ter,” said Jack Hester, CEO of F.W.
Webb Co., a Burlington, Mass.,
wholesale plumbing and heating sup-
plier with 1,200 employees. “He’s just
on this kick to go and tell his story.
He’ll tell it to one or to 101 people.
He’s been fantastic about it.”

Since hearing Sell’s pitch, Hester
has upgraded F.W. Webb’s health in-

surance for all employees to pay for
PSA tests every two years. Two em-
ployees, ages 38 and 42, have detect-
ed cancers as a result of the screen-
ings. One has eliminated the disease,
Hester said, and the other is being
treated.

“The prostate guy”

But despite Sell’s contagious zeal,
some people are more enthusiastic
about his new message than others.
Both the uncomfortable prostate top-
ic for men and the emphasis on phys-
ical health rather than salvation have
led, according to Sell, to mixed re-
views in various circles.

“When I speak to a group of fire-
men, some in the crowd will a lot of
times say, ‘Oh, is this the prostate
guy?’” Sell said, smiling. And in Bap-
tist settings, “just the word ‘secular’
(describing his prostate message)
causes some of my crustier overseers
in the Southern Baptist church to bris-
tle.”

Sell has, however, been undeterred
in his new mission. He estimates hav-
ing reached more than 5,000 men with
his “secular message” through various
media, from public speaking to e-mail

lists. And for all his effort in that di-

rection, he continues to preach salva-
tion through faith in Jesus whenever
the setting allows.

Every week, Sell spends at least
seven hours in nursing homes, offer-
ing spiritual counseling and assuring
forgiveness in Jesus’ name to people
of all religious backgrounds. In De-
cember, he said, “I led five people to
pray the salvation prayer,” in which a
person admits his or her sinfulness,
accepts Jesus as the only way to God
and pledges daily obedience to Him.

For this soft-spoken preacher, who
makes no apologies using what he
calls a “fire and brimstone” approach,
a passionate secular message is by no
means an impediment to the gospel.

On the contrary, he says, the secu-
lar message might be even more ef-
fective than an explicitly Christian one
for igniting ultimate concerns.

“I’'m standing in front of them, less
than 50 years old, saying I'm going to
be dead any day now. That gets their
attention,” Sell said. “Even though my
message is secular, people are driven
to their spiritual roots when they think
about not being here.”

Moscow police investigate monks’ apartment used as bordello

MOSCOW (RNS)—Two months
after a storm of publicity prompted
prostitutes to vacate a Franciscan-
owned apartment, local police and
prosecutors have launched an investi-
gation into the brothel.

“I don’t think anything will come
of it. They just want to show that they
are doing something,” Anatoly Pche-
lintsev, a lawyer for the Franciscans
Minor Conventual order in Moscow,
said last week.

The monks, who said they unwit-
tingly rented out the large apartment
to the bordello operators, had been
appealing to the police since March,
when the tenants changed the lock and
refused the landlords access.

Father Grigory Cioroch, the Fran-
ciscans’ superior in Russia, attributed
the belated police interest in the case
to a formal inquiry by members of
Russia’s lower house of parliament.

Cioroch said the monks have more
faith in an upcoming court hearing
seeking the tenants’ eviction than in
the police. The court process has been
dragging for months, he said. Cioroch
said he expects a verdict soon because
the city wants to acquire the apartment
from the Franciscans in an apartment
swap.

The conflict between the bordello
operators and the Franciscans sim-
mered quietly for months until the
October publication of an expose in

Russia’s largest-circulation daily
newspaper, Komsomolskaya Pravda.

Days later, the most-watched tele-
vision network in the former Soviet
Union, the state-owned ORT, broad-
cast a detailed report complete with
footage of the Franciscans’ superior
ringing the bordello’s doorbell. A
Moscow television show that boasts
of a blessing from the Russian Ortho-
dox Church weighed in next with its
broadcast of “Words and Deeds of the
Vatican on Russian Soil.”

The Vatican fired back. A spokes-
man denounced the bordello as “an
ignoble operation” aimed at discred-
iting the Franciscans “and through
them the Catholic Church.”
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Admissions Office
6178 College Station Drive
Williamsburg, KY 40760

-300-343-1609

www.cumberlandcollege.edu
admiss @ cumberlandcollege.edu
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