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WELCOME CENTER A wet biker towels off his motorcyle' at Marion Baptist Church earlier this month on his way to the Little Sturgis

H

Biker Rally. Church members hosted a tent with refreshments and Christian literature for those passing through. (Photo by Keith Todd)

Rally sparks ministry at Marion church

By Keith Todd
State Correspondent

MARION—Each year thousands
of motorcycle riders pass through
Marion, on their way to the Little St-
urgis Rally. This year, Marion Bap-
tist Church set up a weekend welcome
center to offer food for the soul to bik-
ers headed to the July 17-20 event.

“We’re hoping this will energize
our community and energize our
church to recognize everyone needs
the gospel,” Pastor Darrell Clarke

said. “That’s what we’re here to
share.”

An estimated 23,000 bikers attend-
ed the annual rally, generating
$750,000 for area charities.

Many traveled through Marion, 23
miles from Sturgis and the last town
of any size for riders on their pilgrim-
age.

Riders coming from the south and
west are funneled down Marion’s
Main Street, from which they can see
the church and parking lot. -

“We believe maybe half of the ...

riders expected in Sturgis will ride
right past us here,” said Van Yandell,
one of the welcome station organiz-
ers.
Yandell and his wife got the idea
for the welcome center when they
were on vacation and saw a church
hosting a breakfast for bikers during
Bike Week in Daytona, Fla.

They considered hosting a break-
fast for the Kentucky rally, but decid-
ed a welcome station made more
sense.

Q See Marion church offers ..., page 3

Promise Keepers proclaim spiritual freedom in Freedom Hall

By Trennis Henderson
Editor

LOUISVILLE—Freedom Hall
lived up to its name last weekend as
hundreds of men found spiritual free-
dom through faith in Jesus Christ.

Approximately 12,000 men and
boys gathered in Louisville for a July
25-26 Promise Keepers rally. More
than 900 people responded to a Fri-
day evening altar call to become
Christians or rededicate their lives to
God.

“We’ve got to take this to the
world,” urged conference emcee Reg-
gie Dabbs. “We’ve got to let them
know there’s a different way to live.”

Though the crowd was significant-
ly smaller than the 18,000 who attend-
ed Louisville’s first PK rally three
years ago, event organizers said the
individual spiritual impact is the pri-
mary goal.

“Our mission is still the same—to
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MUSIC MINISTRY Take 6, a Grammy Award-winning jazz/gospel vocal group, presented

a mini-concert during the July 25-26 Promise Keepers rally in Louisville.

see men transformed worldwide,” ex-
plained True Nguyen, Promise Keep-
ers’ U.S. ministry director. “We want
men to be challenged in a way that
allows them to have a passion for see-
ing other men saved.”

In the conference’s opening ses-
sion, Joe White presented a dramatic

depiction of Jesus and the two thieves
between whom He was crucified.
White, president of Kanakuk Kamps
in Branson, Mo., delivered mono-
logues of all three men as he worked
with logs, an ax, a hammer and spikes
to build a rustic cross.

Contrasting the first thief’s rejec-

tion of Jesus to the second thief’s be-
lief in Him, White told the crowd,
“The only thing that matters is which
side of the cross you’re on.

“Salvation is full committal,” he
emphasized. “We don’t need another
pep talk. We need a cardiac revolu-
tion. We need a change of heart.

“It’s not about ‘Is God on your
side?’ He’s proved that. It’s all about
‘Are you on God’s side?’” White said.
“Bring the hurt and the bitterness and
the anger to the cross and trust Him
with it.” :

The focus on evangelism contin-
ued throughout the two-day event as
speakers highlighted personal repen-
tance, long-term Christian commit-
ment, building strong Christian
homes, personal witnessing and glo-
bal evangelism.

PK administrator Harold Velasqu-
ez said studies indicate that when a
husband and father becomes a Chris-
Q See Promise Keepers rally ..., page 6



BAPTISTS

“Please, Mr.
President, now is
the time to support
our friends in
Liberia.”

BWA General Secretary
Denton Lotz

BWA urgés U.S. intervention in Liberia as war escalates

WASHINGTON (BP)—Denton
Lotz, general secretary of the Baptist
World Alliance, sent a letter to Presi-
dent Bush July 22 on behalf of Bap-
tists in Liberia urgently requesting the
president to send military forces to
protect the lives of innocent people.

“There has been a long historical
relationship between the USA and
Liberia,” Lotz wrote. “Hundreds are
dying, thousands are wounded and
thousands of others are left homeless
as refugees without food, without sup-
port, without encouragement.

“It is incumbent upon the USA to
support the peace-loving people of
Liberia who for so long have been vic-
tims of treacherous and tyrannical
governments,” Lotz added. “Please,
Mr. President, now is the time to sup-
port our friends in Liberia. Any delay
would bring further bloodshed, de-
struction and misery to the Liberian
people.”

Leaders of Baptist World Aid,
BWA’s humanitarian relief arm, have
renewed an appeal for aid to Liberia.

BWAIid Director Paul Montacute
reported that basic food commodities
such as rich, water, meat and fish are
in short supply. Healthcare facilities
have been looted and remain over-

crowded with wounded and sick pa-
tients.

Liberian Baptists are working to
raise $30,000 to purchase 120,000
pounds of rice for those facing the
greatest food shortages.

Liberian Baptist leader Emile Sam-
Peal requested prayer for peace, for
suffering families and for Liberian
Baptist churches and pastors.

Strong U.S. connections

Liberia considers its connection to
the United States strong because the
West African nation was founded by
freed slaves from America in 1847. Its
capital, Monrovia, is named after Pres-
ident James Monroe and the country’s
government structure shares many
similarities with the United States.

Two rebel forces in Liberia have
grown more aggressive in the past six
weeks as they strive to topple Presi-
dent Charles Taylor’s government.
Taylor, a former rebel leader accused
of crimes against humanity in connec-
tion with strife in Sierra Leone, has
agreed to step down if an internation-
al peacekeeping force will arrive to
assume power.

While the international communi-
ty debates sending forces, fierce fight-

“When the music 5top5 everyone sit down The
last one standing is the new board chairman.”
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ing continues and the death toll rises.
The government stated that at least
600 people died in four days of war-
fare as rebel forces pounded down-
town Monrovia with mortar shells and
other weapons. Hundreds of angry
Liberians laid the mutilated bodies of
their loved ones in front of the Amer-
ican embassy as a desperate plea for
America to save them by restoring
peace, The New York Times reported
July 22.

Liberian rebels declared a ceasefire
July 22 from their assaults on the cap-
ital, although some fighting continued.

United Nations Secretary General
Kofi Annan and other West African
nations also have called upon the Unit-
ed States to send peacekeepers.

But with American troops already
spread thin by a war against terror in
Iraq, Afghanistan and other places and
with the last African intervention in
Somalia having ended in disaster,
many U.S. leaders are wary of deploy-
ing troops to Liberia on a significant
scale.

The Pentagon, however, has
moved an amphibious landing force
of 4,500 sailors and Marines closer to
Liberia as a precaution, the Times re-
ported. A team of 21 Marines arrived

in three helicopters in Monrovia July
22 to protect the embassy and evacu-
ate 25 Americans and other foreign-
ers who requested aid in fleeing the
war-torn capital.

Liberians ‘plead for help’

Like many international officials
watching the Liberian crisis unfold,
BWA'’s Lotz stressed the importance
of timely U.S. aid in order to prevent
further escalation.

“Failure to act immediately will
incur further wrath of the African peo-
ple, and particularly those of Liberia,
against the inability of the U.S. gov-
ernment to work for peace and stabil-
ity in Africa,” Lotz concluded in his
letter to President Bush. “Our Liberi-
an brothers and sisters plead for help
now. Please do not delay!”

Liberia and China were the first
two mission fields opened by South-
ern Baptists, both in 1846, a year af-
ter the convention organized its for-
eign mission board.

Contributions to Liberia relief ef-
forts can be sent to Baptist World Aid
atBWA, 405 N Washington St., Falls
Church, VA 22046. For more infor-
mation, contact Montacute by e-mail
at BWAid @bwanet.org.

Are major changes in store for
SBC’s two smallest seminaries?

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.
(ABP)—Is the Southern Baptist
Convention considering selling the
valuable property of its two small-
est seminaries?

Southern Baptist leaders say “no.”
But they won’t rule out the possibility
of significant changes in the future for
at least one of the schools.

Persistent questions about the fate
of Midwestern and Golden Gate Bap-
tist theological seminaries resurfaced
recently.

During a July 15 meeting of the
Missouri Baptist Convention Execu-
tive Board, Missouri Baptist pastor
David Baker implored his fellow
board members to allocate funds in the
state convention’s budget for Mid-
western Seminary—in nearby Kansas
City—because “powerful forces” in
the SBC were plotting the school’s
demise.

Baker, pastor of First Baptist
Church of Belton, Mo., said he heard
an SBC study committee had suggest-
ed property at Golden Gate Seminary
in Mill Valley, Calif., and Midwest-
ern should be sold and that a new sem-
inary should be built in Colorado.
Baker said Golden Gate had since
been spared but Midwestern is still on
the chopping block.

Both schools have much smaller
enrollments than the four other South-
ern Baptist seminaries. Their main
campuses also occupy highly valuable
pieces of real estate.

Midwestern’s few buildings are set
in the center of an expansive, tree-cov-
ered campus in a desirable residential
and commercial area just minutes
north of downtown Kansas City.
Golden Gate’s hillside campus over-
looks San Francisco from the posh
Marin County suburbs.

Seminary and SBC officials said in

recent telephone interviews that there
are no plans to close the seminaries.
However, they noted that SBC lead-
ers have discussed—but not acted
on—possible changes in the schools.

Both Midwestern President Phil
Roberts and SBC Executive Commit-
tee Chairman Gary Smith acknowl-
edged that a study committee does
exist. They explained that in 2002, the
Executive Committee set up a task
force to examine the seminaries and
their effectiveness.

“The Executive Committee was
concerned about the fact that the sem-
inaries’ needs were not being met to
the degree we wanted,” said Smith, a
Texas Baptist pastor. He added that
the committee has been evaluating all
six SBC-owned seminaries.

Roberts acknowledged that a pos-
sible merger of Midwestern and Gold-
en Gate was discussed at the commit-
tee’s meetings. “But they immediate-
ly decided it was not a good idea,” he
said.

“There never was an intention to
close Midwestern,” added Smith. But
the possibility of changing the form
of educational delivery on the Mid-
western campus is still being explored
he said.

Smith sent a letter July 2 to fellow
SBC Executive Committee members
to dispel rumors of Midwestern’s pos-
sible closure. He explained the study
committee had discussed “the trans-
formation of Midwestern from full-
fledged seminary to a regional cam-
pus in the Kansas City area as an ex-
tension of one of our other Southern
Baptist seminaries.”

Smith said the study committee
will continue to meet and at some
point might recommend such chang-
es, but that none are planned for the
near future.
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‘Happy’ builders

Baptist volunteers
help build new foster
home in Georgetown

By Brandon Ortiz
Lexington Herald-Leader

GEORGETOWN—M ike Felts sat
under a tent looking at the foster home
more than 60 Baptists are building for
free. He smiled and noted the differ-
ence between volunteer and paid la-
bor.

“They’re happy,” said Felts, a
board member of Hollon House, a 24-
year-old emergency shelter for chil-
dren. “It is just awesome to rub shoul-
ders with them.”

A 10-year dream is coming closer
to reality for the non-profit organiza-
tion, thanks to the help of the Sulphur
Fork Baptist Builders, donations, the
Scott County government and local
developers and contractors offering
their services at a reduced rate.

Hollon House officials say eight
children must share two bedrooms and
one bathroom at their current shelter
on U.S. 460. The new $400,000 build-
ing will have eight bedrooms, four
bathrooms, a large kitchen and dining
room, offices for staff, storage space
and a recreation room that will have—
funds permitting—pool and ping pong
tables, said Lee Dawson, the foster
home’s executive director.

Dawson said the new shelter will
be able to care for up to 16 children
when it opens in late October or No-
vember. Children are brought to the
home by police or social services and
stay there until a long-term living ar-
rangement is found.

“Up until we were pouring the con-
crete walls, it was a still a dream,”
Dawson said. “That was the point of
no return.”

The Baptist Builders, who are
mostly from Trimble and Oldham
counties, were hammering away July

Marion church

Continued from page 1

“Our church is visible from High-
way 60 in the middle of town. We
have a parking lot visible from the
road and a place where we could put
up a tent to help get their attention,”
Mrs. Yandell said.

From a donated tent, volunteers
offered bikers homemade sandwich-
es, bottled water and other snacks. A
bakery donated cases of cookies. Mar-
ion Chamber of Commerce chipped
in materials on local attractions and
Crittenden County Hospital provided
basic health checks.

For two days, volunteers staffed
the welcome center.

A ‘welcome’ reprieve from rain

Heavy rain on July 18 made travel
difficult for the mass of riders head-
ing to the rally. Several riders stopped
by the tent to towel off, stretch their
legs, drink coffee and just visit while
a stream of motorcycles flowed up
Main Street headed for Sturgis in the
steady downpour.

Marion Baptist Church member

MEALTIME PRAYER Baptist Builder volunteers join hands to pray before a meal while working on the Hollon House foster home in
Georgetown. More than 60 builders worked on the house earlier this month. (Lexington Herald-Leader photos by David Stephenson)

16 and planned to shingle the build-
ing’s roof later in the day.

Earlier this month, there was only
a concrete foundation. Most of the
building’s wooden frame has been
constructed since then. Contractors
will finish the exterior and interior and
install electric wiring and plumbing,
Dawson said.

Hard work

The volunteers got up at 5:30 a.m.
and worked as late as 7 p.m. Scott
County Middle School let the Baptists
sleep there and use the kitchen for
free.

The volunteers set up cots and air
mattresses in the school’s gymnasium.

Shane Courtney and his 12-year-
old son, Christian, of Bedford were

among the 40 volunteers yesterday.
Courtney said he’s blessed to own a
tool rental company and has time to
give back.

“I want to help my brothers and
sisters in Christ and the lost, so they
can come to know Christ and receive
the blessings I have received,” Court-
ney said.

Courtney said he takes four to five
similar trips a year. He already has
been to Honduras this year to build 20
homes that were given away.

Hollon House raised money for 10
years by soliciting donations from in-
dividuals, charities and corporations
such as Toyota. Hollon House man-
aged to raise $100,000 and got a low-
interest loan to cover the rest, Daw-
son said. Scott County purchased the

land and is leasing it to Hollon House
for $1 a year.

“It’s been an accumulation of lots
and lots of things,” Dawson said.
“We’ve had tremendous help by the
community.”

Developer Jeff Francisco, who co-
owns Scott Development, has helped
Hollon House build the foundation
and a roadway at a discount that Daw-
son said was $40,000 below the low-
est bid. Francisco also has found car-
penters and contractors who will help
finish the building.

“It’s for a good cause,” Francisco
said. “I’ve heard a lot of good things
about them. Kids have a tough enough
time in this environment as it is.”
Reprinted with permission of the Lexington
Herald-Leader

offers ministry to bikers headed to Sturgls

Eugene Belt rode in on his Harley
Davidson Flex Glide Classic to spend
time talking to riders at the welcome
center. .

“T’veridden to the Big Sturgis Ral-
ly in South Dakota and taken some
trips to the Smoky Mountains,” Belt
said. “You just have to take it as it
comes, because you can’t plan for the
local weather on a trip that long. Just
like today, it rains here so you have to
take what comes along.”

Belt and other church members
visited with David and Ann Woolsey
of Springfield, Mo., who rode in on
their Harley Ultra Classic. The 400-
mile trek was their maiden trip on the
new motorcycle.

“I think the welcome center is nice.
Ann just happened to see the sign in
time for us to pull in,” Woolsey said.

“This is our first long trip,” Mrs.
Woolsey added as she dried her face
with a towel. “We’re in the tent busi-
ness, so the tent is a great idea, it at-
tracts attention.”

The couple went back on the road
with some “biker Bibles,” a video,

some napkins and a package of cook-
ies.

Set to become an annual event

About 150 bikers stopped by the
welcome center during its two days of
operation. Yandell said the church
expects to do it again next year.

Belt was pretty pleased with the
first day’s turnout, especially consid-
ering the weather.

“We’re hoping people will learn
about us and start stopping every
year,” Belt said. “We don’t have any
goal for numbers. We just wanted to
set it up and see how it goes over.”

Belt wore his motorcycle leathers
for a presentation during a recent chil-
dren’s sermon. Pastor Clarke said it
helped remind the congregation that
the gospel is important, whatever
one’s place in life.

Clarke admitted the rally does at-
tract some rough characters, but he
said those are the exception.

“Most of these bikers are common
everyday people. Then there may be
a few that are off track. We’re here to

“Up until we were
pouring the
concrete walls, it
was a still a
dream.”

Lee Dawson, Hollon
House foster home
executive director

try to minister and reach out to both
groups,” he said.

“There are those who want to sit
down and visit. There are also some
who are searching for something that
they haven’t found yet,” he added.
“We’re here to let them know there’s
a whole lot more to life than biking
culture,” Clarke said.

PASSING THROUGH
Marion Baptist Church
member Van Yandell (left)
talks with a group of
motorcycle riders from
Tennessee headed to the
Little Sturgis Rally. (Photo
by Keith Todd)
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Unite in prayer

The final verse of our July 20 Sun-
day school lesson text seemed to leap
from the page: “If you keep on biting
and devouring each other, watch out
or you will be destroyed by each oth-
er’ (Galatians 5:15).

What could happen if our beloved
denomination and our leadership
made personal application of this
verse?

Southern Baptists in the pews, who
are nauseous and bored from reading
and hearing the “biting and devour-
ing”—and whose offerings and tithes
are paying the bills—need to unite in
unapologetic prayer to God for His so-
lution to the negativism, before inevi-
table destruction of effectiveness is the
result.

Elaine Armstrong
Beaver Dam

Study Bible’s context

Donald MacDonald’s recent reply
to my comments about biblical inspi-

ration and context prove my points
exactly. He quoted 2 Timothy 3:16
which begins “All Scripture.” This
does not refer to the 66 books we now
call the Bible. In its historical setting
it referred to the dozens of
writing that folks held as
sacred. Many of these
writings survived the cull-
ing the Catholic Church
made in A.D. 325 when
our present Bible was can-
onized. The Shepherd of
Hermas is a good exam-
ple.

2 Timothy also states
that these scriptures are good for doc-
trine. He immediately read this as
“church doctrine.” Truth is, we are
smarter now and realize that the Greek
word used there really means teach-
ing. The New Testament came down
to us in Greek but it has a Hebrew or
Jewish background. Going back to
similar Jewish writings we realize the
true meaning of this passage is that
God is just telling us how to live.

Also, this passage makes no claims

BAP

FORUM

that it is instructing us in medical
terms. “Demons” was all they could
say in Bible times. They didn’t have
the vocabulary to know better. After
all, they thought leprosy was conta-
gious and was a sin, re-
quiring a sin offering. I
might add that they also
thought illegitimately
born people could not en-
ter the congregation (Deu-
teronomy 23:2).

Please, folks, don’t
believe everything the
preacher or Bible teacher
says. Take your brains
with you when you go to church.

And, oh yes, I was a pastor of a
Xhosa church in a South African vil-
lage for four months. The local witch
doctor lived only a few blocks away.
The people I have seen possessed with
devils either put them there them-
selves or by someone who saw the
word in the Bible and didn’t under-
stand what it meant.

Gene Iglehart
Bowling Green

Our Supreme Helper is sufficient

By Henry Blackaby

ATLANTA (BP)—Most of us
know that we need all the help we can
get.

This help is needed in our person-
al lives. We need wisdom, courage,
understanding, power and knowledge
to handle what life
brings to us.

This is true also in
our marriage and our
family. And it certainly is true in our
workplace and our ministry.

Has God provided for His children
not only help, but completely ade-
quate help? He has, and indeed His
promises assure us of this throughout
Scripture.

An oft-neglected promise is God’s
provision of “another Helper” (John

COMMENTARY

14:16). The Holy Spirit would be sent
by Jesus from the Father, and He
would “be with you and will be in
you” (John 14:16).

Everything Jesus was as Supreme
Helper to the disciples, the Holy Spir-
it would be to them—and to any be-
liever to the end of time.

When we personal-
ly need wisdom and
understanding, even
special counsel and
power, it is the Spirit who provides all
this (see Isaiah 11:2).

When we need truth in our mar-
riages, the Spirit of Truth will guide
us into all truth (John 16:16). This
applies to differences and conflicts,
finances and choices.

When we don’t know what to do
with our children, the Holy Spirit, our

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION

Vacation Bible school’s ministry impact

Vacation Bible school must be one
of the favorite experiences for boys
and girls during summer break. More
than 770 Kentucky Baptist churches
conduct VBS each summer, with
more than 94,600 students

workers at associational VBS clinics.

Let me share with you a few of the
great reports about VBS this year that
have been collected by Wendy Dev-
er, our KBC preschool and children’s
associate:

enrolled. Each summer
about 2,400 people make
professions of faith in Jesus
Christ through VBS.

Some of the best Bible
learning experiences take
place during a week of
VBS. Because it is on con-
secutive days, students can
build on knowledge gained
from the previous day.

Bili Mackey

0 Jennifer Ward shared
that First Baptist Church of
Mt. Washington had 350 in
VBS.

I Campbellsville Baptist
Church had 200 in VBS this
year. There were 12 profes-
sions of faith, including the
pastor’s daughter. More
children have made deci-
sions since.

But these wonderful
faith development experiences don’t
just happen. Preparation for success-
ful vacation Bible schools actually
begins more than a year in advance as
LifeWay Christian Resources leaders,
writers, graphic artists and editors
work to develop and test materials.

In January, state leaders attend a
national VBS leader-training clinic.
The training of associational leaders
at several state regional events is then
followed by the training of church
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I Ben Clark of Unity
Baptist Church in Ashland, reported
an enrollment of 120, with five chil-
dren accepting Jesus as Savior.

I Walnut Street Baptist Church in
Louisville had 160 enrolled. Allison
Young, children’s minister, reported
12 decisions for Christ.

0 Derrick Norris, pastor of Liberty
Point Baptist Church in Cadiz, report-
ed 221 at VBS family night and six
decisions to accept Jesus Christ.

Some churches are discovering the

Helper, “will teach us all things” (John
14:26).

In the workplace when we need
courage or even counsel for others, the
Holy Spirit will give both (Isaiah
11:2). When we desperately need to
remember something that will help us
make a crucial decision, the Holy
Spirit will “bring to our remem-
brance” all things Christ has already
said to us (John 14:26).

What a Supreme Helper He is in
all of life. We need to cultivate a
strong relationship with God the Spirit
so that His enabling will be sure and
effective. The Apostle Paul calls this
“walking in the Spirit” (Galatians
5:16).

God’s provision for you of a Help-
er is His Holy Spirit. He is sufficient.
Henry Blackaby, the author of “Experiencing
God,” is president of Henry Blackaby Minis-
tries in Atlanta

advantage of having adult VBS. John
Crittenden, pastor of Forest Mission-
ary Baptist Church, reported 38 peo-
ple made professions of faith during
VBS. Two of those were adults in their
40s.

Some churches benefit from mis-
sion teams that assist with VBS. One
of the SonTeams from the KBC col-
legiate ministry department has been
trained to conduct VBS in churches
for 10 weeks in the summer.

Tom Biddle, director of missions
for Enterprise Association, said the
KBC SonReach Team conducted
VBS at Ivyton Baptist Church. The
church expected about 25 children in
VBS. The first night they had 52 and
averaged 60 for the week, with 105
enrolled.

“We are so grateful for their ef-
forts,” Tom wrote. “It has encouraged
the church immensely. Please let all
of those in the KBC know this great
work they did last week.”

Pray for Wendy Dever and all chil-
dren’s workers in churches all over
Kentucky. Many are volunteers who
need your encouragement, prayers
and support.

Bill Mackey is executive director of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention

| m

Tax law changes
are significant
but temporary

By Laurie Valentine

The Jobs & Growth Tax Re-
lief Reconciliation Act of 2003,

signed into
federal law
May 23, ac-
celerates
some of the
changes
made by the
2001 tax act

FINANCIAL
and provides

capital gain

and dividend tax relief. While
significant and helpful, the
changes are not permanent.

A brief summary of the
changes and the periods for
which they are effective include:

U Child tax credit increase ac-
celerated. The act temporarily
increases the child tax credit to
$1,000 (from $600) for taxable
years 2003 and 2004. Beginning
in 2004, the previous schedule of
increases will apply ($700 in
2005-2008, $800 in 2009 and
$1,000 in 2010 and thereafter).

1 “Marriage penalty” relief
accelerated. The 2001 tax act in-
cluded “marriage penalty” relief,
but deferred implementation un-
til 2005. The 2003 act temporari-
ly accelerates the relief in 2003
and 2004 by expanding the 15
percent bracket for joint filers to
200 percent of the amount for sin-
gle filers and increasing the stan-
dard deduction for joint filers to
200 percent of that amount for
single filers. Beginning in 2005,
the previous schedule will apply
for both—full expansion of 15
percent bracket and standard de-
duction not fully phased-in until
2009.

0 Accelerated rediictions in
individual income tax rates. The
act retroactively reduces the top
four rate brackets to the levels
previously scheduled to take ef-
fect in 2006. It also temporarily
expands the 10 percent bracket
by increasing the level of income
taxed at that rate for 2003 and
2004 to $7,000 (versus $6,000)
for single filers and $14,000 (ver-
sus $12,000) for joint filers and
surviving spouses.

N Reduction in top tax rate for
capital gains and dividends. The
top tax rate on capital gains re-
duced to 15 percent (from 20 per-
cent) through 2008 for taxpayers
in the four top brackets. Also, in-
stead of being taxed at an indi-
vidual’s top bracket, the qualified
dividends paid to taxpayers in the
four top brackets will be taxed
at a maximum of 15 percent
through 2008. Capital gains and
dividends earned by taxpayers in
the two lowest income brackets
will be taxed at 5 percent through
2007 and at O percent in 2008.

Laurie Valentine is trust counsel for the
Kentucky Baptist Foundation




Transition to retirement often
impacts spouses differently

Q: My husband and | are both about to retire from our jobs,
and he is experiencing a great deal of anxiety about it. It
just doesn’t seem as big a deal to me. How can | help him
adjust?

Because both employment and retirement often are
different experiences for men and for women, the retirement
transition also typically will have varying
implications for many husbands and
wives, including affecting their views of
the roles in their marital relationship.

For example, many working wives in
late midlife enjoy their jobs and might
wish to postpone retirement, feeling they
are starting a new phase of life now that
their children have left home. Yet some
husbands in late midlife may be counting
the years or months to their own retirement.

If husbands retire first, wives who are not yet retired find
themselves in a status-dissonant role relative to traditional
gender roles; they may resent their husbands’ free time in the
face of their own employment obligations.

Both husbands and wives expect husbands to spend more
time on domestic chores after the husbands’ retirement; this
may or may not come to pass. If employed wives retire first,
husbands who are not yet retired might benefit from their
wives’ performing most of the household responsibilities.

Women in this situation, however, may dislike being thrust
into the conventional homemaker role. Retirement may even
increase women’s role strain if husbands who had shared -
household labor with their employed wives revert to former
housework expectations once their wives retire from paid
work.

These examples suggest that role expectations after
retirement often are harder on men than on women. Some
men may flounder more in knowing what to do with
themselves. Discuss these concerns with your husband and
seek to find mutually agreeable roles in retirement.—Jon
Rainbow

Q: I think | might have obsessive-compulsive disorder.
What should | do?

Begin by checking your telephone directory for a Christian
counseling center. Ask if their team includes a psychologist
familiar with anxiety disorders and experienced in helping
those who suffer from them.

Habitual patterns of response to anxieties that don’t make
apparent sense can be debilitating to one’s life and destructive
of one’s relationships. Possible interventions include the one
suggested in the book “Brainlock” by Jeffery Schwartz. He
outlines a four-step sequence called CALM for working
through.episodes of anxiety and habitual response:

1 Call the problem what it is, a brain malfunction. There is
an organic, physical component to the problem.

1 Alleviate anxiety physically through deep breathing. The
“foursquare breath” is a method of inhaling, holding the
breath and exhaling, allowing four seconds for each
component.

1 Logical reasoning challenges how you may be labeling
yourself.and your thoughts. Are there any distortions in
thinking that can be corrected in a more logical way?

1 Mobilize for action. Gall on someone in your support
network who can speak truth to you and can talk you through
whatever anxiety you may be experiencing.

We live in an day when interdisciplinary approaches to
problems can help you more successfully navigate through
life. Locate a skilled clinician who can accurately diagnose and
successfully treat such conditions. —James Stillwell

Family Forum writers are Suzanne Coyle, director of Cornerstone
Counseling for Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children; David Garrard,
minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; Jon
Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at Campbellsville Univer-
sity; James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in
Lexington; and Scott Wigginton, director of LifeCare Counseling at Wal-
nut Street Baptist Church in Louisville. Send questions for Family Forum
to Western Recorder, Box 43969; Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail us at
wesrec@earthlink.net.
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Have you washed anyone’s feet this summer?

Vacation Bible school, backyard Bible clubs, youth
mission trips and choir tours, construction and repair
teams, overseas partnership mission projects. When it
comes to summer ministry opportunities among Ken-
tucky Baptists, the list of options is extensive.

Whether it’s helping youngsters learn Bible stories
and do craft projects at VBS or traveling halfway around
the globe to share the gospel, hands-on ministry projects
are viable and valuable tools for spreading the
message of Christ.

Of course, churches don’t have a monopo-

In fact, a foundation affiliated with a major
corporation has a current ad campaign encour-
aging people to “volunteer for something you
love.” It goes on to urge individuals to “reach
out and make a difference right where you
live.”

If a secular business can promote such a
positive message, consider the far greater
motivation our churches have. The ministry
challenges and opportunities are endless.

As an example, Kentucky Baptist Conven- Trennis Henderson

STRAIGHT
FROM THE

EDITOR

so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash
one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you
should do as I have done for you” (John 13:12-15).

There are countless ways to spiritually wash the
feet of people in need around us. In addition to local,
associational and statewide ministry projects through-
out the commonwealth, more than 300 Kentucky
Baptist volunteers have participated in 30-
plus partnership mission projects in the Eu-
ropean Baptist Convention, Poland, Brazil,
Greece and Malta.

Chris Platt, teaching pastor at Crestwood
Baptist Church, was among 25 Kentucky Bap-
tists who took part in a mission trip to Greece
earlier this summer.

“One of the ministry highlights involved a
two-day visit to Helping Hands, a Christian
mission whose objective is to meet the physi-
cal and spiritual needs of refugees living on
the streets of Athens,” Platt said. “Most of
these refugees were from Iraq, Iran, Albania,
Somalia and Sudan.”

tion Executive Director Bill Mackey notes in
his “Partners in the Mission” column this week that
more than 94,600 students participate each summer in
VBS programs hosted by Kentucky Baptist congrega-
tions. Especially significantly is that an annual average
of 2,400 of those children and youth make personal pro-
fessions of faith in Jesus Christ. That clearly highlights

~ the spiritual needs being addressed in those settings.

Why should Kentucky Baptists donate a precious
week or two of vacation to take part in such ministry
activities?

Jesus’ personal example of servant leadershlp is par-
ticularly poignant in John’s account of God’s Son pick-
ing up a towel and water basin to humbly wash and dry
His disciples’ dust-caked feet.

“Do you understand what I have done for you?” Jesus
asked. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,” and rightly

After serving the refugees a meal, team
members went from table to table sharing the gospel
with the aid of interpreters. Although several Iraqi men
“decided against making a commitment to Christ for
fear that they might lose their lives,” Platt added that
the Kentucky volunteers had the privilege of meeting
25 to 30 Iranians who recently had become Christians.

Team members also helped do maintenance and
clean-up at a Christian camp and assisted a church with
VBS and a sports camp.

Noting that Kentucky Baptists are needed in Greece
and elsewhere “to sow seed and share the love of
Christ,” Platt described such ministry opportunities as -
“a life-changing adventure.”

As you and your church wrap up another busy sum-
mer, be sure to make time for life-changing ministry
projects in the name of Christ.

Preserve your church’s history

By Cheryl Doty

Does your church have a histo-
ry? Actually the question should be:
Does your church have records of its
history?

Even if your church was orga-
nized recently, it definitely has a his-
tory that includes:
Why was your church
organized? Who be-
gan the process to
bring your church into being?
Where and when were the first wor-
ship services were held? How did
the church’s organizers establish it
and gather members?

The answers to these and other
questions can be used to begin writ-
ing a history, no matter how old or
new your congregation is. In fact, the
younger the church is, the easier it will
be to write a history that can be sup-
plemented over the years.

Collect available records

Before the actual writing, collect
all the records that are available to help
with the answers. This may necessi-
tate a “scavenger hunt” throughout
your church, members’ homes and
community. Make an exciting game
of your search, offer rewards or incen-
tives and set a time of celebration so
the “treasures” gathered can be shared
with the entire congregation. Places to

. look include: attics, basements, garag-

FIRST PERSON

es and storage sheds; filing cabinets;
staff members’ desks, shelves and
closets; and members’ houses.

A brief sample of records to search
for include: minutes of business meet-
ings, committees and church organi-
zations; bulletins and newsletters; cor-
respondence; news articles from your
local newspaper; news
articles'and histories of
your community dur-
ing the time of organi-
zation that can help provide a perspec-
tive for the “why” behind your
church’s beginnings; and photos.

Oral interviews, taped by audio or
video, are an excellent way of gather-
ing history from long-term church
members and former members. Pre-
pare a list of questions but don’t be
afraid to veer off into uncharted terri-
tory. Give the list to participants be-
forehand so they can be better pre-
pared. Invite several long-term mem-
bers to meet together so they can feed
off the memories and excitement of
each other. Once you have finished
the interviews, transcribe what was
said if possible since technology is
changing rapidly and you don’t want
the stories lost because equipment
becomes obsolete.

Prepare for a two- to three-year
process once you decide to proceed
with a written history. This will in-
clude time for searching for old
records, including associational and

state convention libraries and archives
as well as writing, promoting and pub-
lishing the history.

Publishing a history typically is
about a nine-month process from the
time the final draft goes to the pub-
lisher, a proof copy is received for
corrections and last-minute editing
and the printed volume is received.
Throughout the process, make sure
spelling and grammar are correct and
names and dates are accurate. There
are quicker and cheaper ways of print-
ing a history by doing it in-house or
through a local print company.

Find the right author

Finding the right author is the most
important step you can take. An hon-
orarium, determined by the church
history committee and based on the
budget allowed, will reflect apprecia-
tion for the author’s work.

Sometimes the author may be a
church member or someone who has
an affiliation with the church or its
members. Ask for samples of a per-
son’s writing to determine his or her
ability to write a readable story rather
than a list of facts, though lists are
important in a history too. A history
should be the interesting and readable
story of your church, from its incep-
tion to the present.

Cheryl Doty is archivist and state library director
for the Kentucky Baptist Convention. For more
information about compiling a church history,
contact her toll-free at (800) 266-6477 or by
e-mail at cheryl.doty@kybaptist.org.
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the commonwea
men and boys

KENTUCKY

Promise Keepers rally urges
men to take ‘The Challenge’

Continued from page 1

tian, “93 percent of the time his fami-
ly follows in that decision. ... You get
Dad, you get the family; it’s that sim-
ple.”

Velasquez noted that 2003 is the
second year of a three-year PK em-
phasis on “A Million Men at the
Cross.”

“God has challenged Promise
Keepers to raise up an army of men to
win the lost,” he explained. With the
influence of husbands and fathers in
the home, “the potential is for multi-
ple millions of souls to come into a
saving relationship with Jesus Christ.”

As part of that process, the Louis-
ville rally was the eighth of 18 week-
end PK events scheduled this year
from New York to California and Or-
egon to Florida.

Absent from last weekend’s event
was PK founder Bill McCartney,
former University of Colorado head
football coach.

“The reason he is not here is be-
cause this guy is the epitome of a
Promise Keeper,” Velasquez said.
“His wife, Lyndi, has a very serious
lung condition. ... Coach Mac has
pulled back from everything to take a
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sabbatical to be where he needs to be
with his wife right now.”

Speaker James Ryle, one of Prom-
ise Keepers’ founding board mem-
bers, warned that many men are
locked in prisons of guilt, fear, shame,
anger, lust or even religious legalism.

Most non-Christians “don’t have a
problem with Jesus,” he emphasized.
“They have a problem with us.

“There is nothing in this world so
magnificent as a man forgiven, free
and filled with the Holy Spirit,” Ryle
declared. “What in the world is keep-
ing you from being that guy?”

Citing this year’s PK theme, “The
Challenge: A Call to Action,” Greg
Stier urged participants “to be bur-
dened with the reality of heaven and
hell.”

“We have the cure. We have the
mission. We have the message that
can save them,” said Stier, executive
director of Dare 2 Share International
in Arvada, Colo. “But will we take the
challenge? :

“We can’t succeed unless we have
the power,” he concluded. “Without
the spirit of Jesus, at best we’re prom-
ise breakers. But through the spirit of
Jesus, we can do all things.”

s

ALTAR CALL More than 900 men and boys responded to a public invitation during the
opening session of last weekend’s Promise Keepers rally at Freedom Hall in Louisville.
(Photo by David Winfrey)

_ Puttinga FAC

The Cooperative Progra}n is
about more than just giving
money. Your offering makes
a vital difference, but so
does your time. Serving as a
volunteer brings missions to
life each time you place your
tithe in the offering plate.

Creative Ministries is one of

the many ways to experience
missions first-hand. Share
Christ through  interpretive
movement, puppetry, drama,
or clowning. Call Tom Smoot at
888.254.5714 or 502.244.6465 %
to find out how you can be the face
of CP Missions in Kentucky through

Creative Ministries. :
-
o

PROGRAM

To learn more about CP Missio
volunteer missions opportunitie.

www.kybaptist.i
502.254.4731/ 888 2E00Eb,

)X s =
.‘ 5 %
oo v —t

on Missions in Kentucky




Wanted: pocket folders, protractors ...

When you’re cruising the store
aisles for your children’s school
supplies this summer, don’t for-
get about the kids at Kentucky
Baptist Homes for Children.

The children in our care—
mostly teens—come from back-
grounds of abuse and neglect, but
other than that, they’re just like
your own. They have wants and
needs similar to any
teen.

That’s where you
can help.

As summer nears its
end and kids prepare to
head back into the class-
room, you can help
those at KBHC get the
year kicked off right.
Their needs are simple,
but important: pocket
folders, Post-it notes,
adhesive-bound note-
books, pens, 3.5" blank

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

Bill Smithwick

Stein Mart, a discount retailer lo-
cated on Shelbyville Road across
from The Mall at St. Matthews.

Customers who donate school
supplies or a new or gently-used
backpack Aug. 1-3 at Stein Mart
will receive a 10 percent discount
on their purchases. The backpacks
and school supplies gathered dur-
ing this “From Backpacks to the
Racks” promotion go to
children in KBHC’s res-
idential or foster care
programs.

Parents also can have
their children fingerprint-
ed free of charge at Stein
Mart Aug. 1-2 and re-
ceive safety tips through
Child Protection Educa-
tion of America.

If you’re not up to
fighting the back-to-
school shopping crowds,
consider donating gift

computer disks, trans-
parent tape, dictionaries, calcula-
tors, protractors, compasses, art
supplies, clear or mesh backpacks,
typing/laser printer paper, mark-
ers, colored pencils, glue, con-
struction paper, crayons and high-
lighter pens.

Also, personal grooming sup-
plies such as soap, shampoo and
deodorant always are needed.

If you live near the Louisville
area, you can take advantage of”
a special promotion offered by

— cards from retailers such
as Wal-Mart or Target. They’re a
lot easier to carry and store, and
they allow our campuses to pur-
chase exactly what they need.

To find out more about the

Stein Mart promotion or where to -

deliver school supplies for the
children in KBHC’s care, call us
at (800) 456-1386 or e-mail us at
donate @kbhc.org.

Bill Smithwick is president of Kentucky

Baptist Homes for Children. Contact KBHC
at (800) 456-1386 or at www.kbhc.org

HIPAA

My first encounter with the new-
ly enacted Health Insurance Porta-
bility and Accountability Act, re-
ferred to as HIPAA, was not a pleas-
ant one. In fact, it was a bit shock-
ing. I was the “attorney in fact” for
a friend of mine who was tempo-
rarily in a nursing home in transi-
tion from a hospital back into his
home. By that I mean his durable
power of attorney docu- ’
ment empowered me, his
attorney in fact, to make
personal and financial
decisions in his behalf,
including healthcare de-
cisions. I had acted in his
behalf multiple times
over the years under his
power of attorney with-
out any questions asked.

So, you can imagine
my surprise and shock
when one of his physi-

Barry Allen

KENTUCKY

BAPTIST
FOUNDATION

-

mation regarding each patient’s
physical and mental health. With-
out that document no information
would be released, even to some-
one acting under a durable power
of attorney.

Some of you might have had
similar experiences. However, you
probably have not considered hav-
ing your durable power of attorney
document revised to in-
clude language that
would satisfy the HIPAA
provisions. Kentucky
Baptist Foundation Trust
Counsel Laurie Valen-
tine recommends you do
just that.

Incapacity planning is
part of our Christian
stewardship responsibili-
ty. Many of you have not
executed a power of at-
torney, much less a dura-

cians refused to provide .
me information the nursing home
requested in order to treat him. The
physician stated he could not dis-
close that information to me as a
result of HIPAA, even though my
friend’s durable power of attorney
empowered me to make life and
death healthcare decisions in his
behalf. The physician now was re- .
quiring each patient to execute a
document, which would be on file
with the physician, that granted spe-
cific authority to request, review
and receive oral and written infor-

ble power of attorney.
The beauty of a durable power of
attorney is it remains in effect and
useable even if you become inca-
pacitated. A general power of attor-
ney does not.

Give Laurie a toll-free call to
answer your questions about pow-
ers of attorney and the new HIPAA
provisions. We also offer a seminar
on this subject.

Barry Allen is president of the Kentucky
Baptist Foundation, 10605 Shelbyville
Road, Louisville, KY 40223; (888) 254-
5701; www.kybaptistfoundation.org

Kudzu

THIS INTERVIEW WHOBVER PERFORMS
SHOULDN'T TAKE | HIS BAPTISM
LONG — JUST A WILL SHOW UP
FEW QUESTIONS \ ON WS RESUME!
TO MAKE SURE

YOU'RE RIGHT
FOROUR CHILD...

For Heaven’s Sake

Bible Crossword

Across '

1 Belonging to the father of Leah
& Rachel (Genesis 29)

7 Kansas City, abbr.

9 Son of Abda (1 Kings 4:6)

11 Eosinophil, abbr.

13 South, abbr.

14 Indium, chem. symbol

15 Son of Noah

17 Royal Military College, abbr.

18 Comes after spring

21 “Thewallof ____ "
(Amos 1:14)

23 Beryllium, chem. symbol

24 City near Bethel

25 Bind

26 “Destroy ____ kings and
people” (Ezra 6:12)

27 Preposition

29 Belonging to Jacob’s first wife
(Genesis 29) ‘

© 33“___ that ye refuse not him

that speaketh”
(Hebrews 12:25)
34 Village in Simeon
(1 Chronicles 4:32)
36 Very warm
37 Belonging to Eve’s husband
39“__ arespies”
(Genesis 42:9)
40 Iridium, chem. symbol
41 Before, poetic
43 An altar (Joshua 22)
45 Arsenic, chem. symbol
46 “It shall no more be called ...
the valley of the sonof ___

”

(Jeremiah 7:32)
. 2
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BEFORE WE EXPLORE THE
GRANDEUR OF GOD's GREAT
“I OUTPOORS, WE SHOULD TAKE

NOW WHERE WERE
YOU EDUCATED ?

BUTTERMILK
BIBLE COLLEGE

AND PECAN '

DIVINITY SCHOOL |

wwiv.comicspage.com

Y2 ( ANY TIME SPENT
AT HARVARD ,
YALE, OXFORDZ...

Doug Marlette

2 |13 |4 |5
13 14 15
18 19 20
.23_ 24
26 27 |28
33 34
37 38 39 40
41 42 43 |44 45
46 |47 |48 49 50 51
52 53 54 55 56
57 | 58 59 60
61 62 63
49 “For ___is ordained ... ” 12 School, abbr.
(Isaiah 30:33) 16 Letters, etc.
52 Recede 19 Menan’s son (Luke 3:31)

53 A thousand thousands, abbr.
55 Ordinance Officer, abbr.

56 Mister, abbr.

57 Length overall, abbr.

58 Mother-of-pearl

60 Exposure index, abbr.

61 Picosecond, abbr.

62 Convulsion

63 Nanogram, abbr.

Down

1 “For, __, the winter is past”
(Song of Solomon 2:11)

2 “Eshtemoh, and __"
(Joshua 15:50)

3 Moza’s son (1 Chronicles 8:37)

4 Capital of Moab (Numbers 21:28)

5 No, slang

6 Intelligent

7 Edge of the road, Br. spelling
8 Deep unconsciousness

9 Donkey

10 Duplicated

20 Brawl

22 Buzzing stinger ,

26 Solomon’s great-grandson
(Matthew 1:7)

28 No, old English

30 Ahitub’s son (1 Samuel 14:3)

31 Equestrians

32 Address abbreviation

34“____ begat Aram”
(Matthew 1:3)

35 Encounter

38 “And, lo, three _____stood by
him” (Genesis 18:2)

42 A race of giants

44 Entrances

46 “Anotherto _____ him up”
(Ecclesiastes 4:10)

47 Members of a Nigerian tribe

48 Basketball organization, abbr.

50 A composition in verse

51 Advanced mathematics, abbr.

54 Where a child likes to sit

59 San Diego’s state, abbr.
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“We could see the
writing on the

Terry Butler, vice
president of Carpenter
Bus Sales, on why the

company Stopped
promoting 15-person
passenger vans

Training recommended for 15-passenger van drivers

When Kentucky Changers volun-
teers arrived this summer to work on
houses, their organizers immediately
faced a transportation challenge.

While many of the teens had rid-
den to the work sites across the com-
monwealth in 15-passenger vans, the
Kentucky Baptist Convention’s insur-
ance required that no more than eight
passengers could ride in such a vehi-
cle while working on a KBC project.

Recent high-profile accidents in-
volving the vans resulted in warnings
and a reluctance by insurance compa-
nies to underwrite the vans.

“Tt created a hardship because ev-
erybody brought just enough transpor-
tation, naturally, for their groups,” said
Peggy Murphy, a KBC administrative
assistant who helped organize the pro-
gram this summer.

“If they brought 14 people, they
came in a 15-passenger van,” said
Murphy, who estimated 90 percent of
the churches brought volunteers in
such vehicles.

“I worry about these churches,”
she added. “Most churches don’t have
the money to go out and buy a bus.”

Such concerns were underscored
recently when the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board recommended
special training for drivers of 15-pas-
senger vans.

Rollover threat

The NTSB recommended that
states establish programs requiring
training and testing for drivers of 15-
passenger vans, which make up less
than 1 percent of all vehicles on the

road but have been found to be prone
to rollovers during emergencies. The
vans handle differently from cars, re-
quiring a higher skill level, the board
said.

While it is only a recommendation
and not a requirement, the announce-
ment adds to what has been three years
of bad news about the vehicle.

Research by the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration in 2001
found that when loaded with 10 or
more passengers, the vans were three
times more likely to roll over than if
they had fewer passengers.

Also, last year the NTSB released
a report showing that approximately
52 percent of 15-passenger vans in-
volved in single-vehicle, fatal acci-
dents from 1991-2000 experienced a
rollover. In the same circumstances,
cars rolled over only 33 percent of the
time.

Such data has led a church bus
business in Franklin, Tenn., to stop
carrying 15-passenger vans. Carpen-
ter Bus Sales, which is LifeWay
Christian Resources’ endorsed pro-
vider of church buses, no longer sells
new 15-passenger vans. Terry Butler,
Carpenter Bus’ vice president of op-

erations, said the company began
phasing them out several years ago.

“We could see the writing on the
wall,” he said.

Butler said he hopes to sell the
handful of used vans they have to
businesses, such as deliverers. The
seats would be taken out to make
room for cargo.

Meant for cargo, not people

Fifteen-passenger vans were “nev-
er really designed to be passenger ve-
hicles,” Butler said. “They were car-
go vehicles.” The vans behave “very
differently” when loaded and are pop-

-ular because they are a “low-cost al-

ternative,” he said.

The alternative to the 15-passenger
van, the commercial bus, is safer and
more comfortable for passengers,
Butler said, but they 're also more cost-
ly. A new 15-passenger commercial
bus will range from $43,000 to
$58,000, Butler said.

The NTSB also recommended that
15-passenger van manufacturers in-
stall lap/shoulder seatbelts in all seat-
ing positions and that the vans be
equipped with more padding and pro-
tection inside the van in order to min-
imize the danger to occupants during
a wreck.

Compiled from reporting by News Director
David Winfrey and Baptist Press writer Micha-

el Foust

an Safety

4
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LifeWay has the solution—a 15-passenger
mini-bus that meets Federal safety standards.

L

¢ Vini-Bus

* 15 Passengers
(No CDL)

* 2/1 Seating

= Center Aisle

ow First Step

* Raised Roof

* Longer Wheelbase
* Dual Rear Wheels
= Steel Construction

‘ 3-890-370-6180
u _carp@enterbus‘cam

CHURCH BUSES

Carpenter Bus Sales, Inc.
Nation'’s #1 Church Bus Dv:alcr

Mr. Smiles Toni Hearrin receives award

One of the great blessings of being in this min-
istry is seeing a young person mature and grow
beyond our wildest expectations. This past spring,
a young man who caused me great concern en-
rolled in our school. We were told by his parents
that “Frank” (not his real name) could not get
along with anyone.

That statement alone is pretty serious, but when
you consider the fact that we all live so close to-
gether it is even more critical. If you do not get
along in school while living at home,

you at least can go home at the end of WIIEEN
the school day and get away from peers £)[{[3]1]}
and teachers. But at Oneida if you do

not get along with peers, teachers or
authority figures, you have a big prob-
lem. There is no going home at the end
of each day here; this is home. The peo-
ple you might not be getting along with
at school are everywhere you go. If you
go to the recreation center, the pool, the
athletic field, to work, to worship or
simply back to the dorm, they are there!
So you can see how critical it is that a

student get along if he is to make W.F. Underwood

prised to hear him say “No, I will have to say it is
all my fauls.”

I must tell you that I have never before had a
student admit anything was completely his or her
fault. I asked the same question about getting
along with family members, but got the same re-
sponse: “It is all my fault.”

I was really impressed with his candor and
apparent honesty. Frankly, I felt a little sorry for
him bccause he believed his whole life was a mess
and it was all his fault. Most people,
young or old, won’t admit to even be-
ing 50 percent responsible for their
problems, let alone 100 percent.

After much counsel and many warn-
ings, I decided to enroll Frank and put
him in the dorm. I kept a close eye on
him, and after a few weeks it appeared
he was adjusting well to his new envi-
ronment.

Over the past few months we have
discovered a lot about Frank. He is al-
ways ready to help with any kind of
work. He and Mrs. Underwood have
spent a lot of time working together.

progress here.

When Iinterviewed Frank I asked him if it was
true that he did not get along with anyone. He said
“Yes,” that was pretty much true. When I asked
him if he had problems getting along at school
with other students and teachers he said “Yes.” I
asked him if he believed it was mostly his fault or
theirs. He said it was mostly his. I then asked him
if it was 50/50; in other words half his fault and
half theirs. He said “No,” it was pretty much his
fault. I did appreciate his honesty, but I was get-
ting a little concerned. Trying to give him a chance
to redeem himself, I asked him if it was maybe 10

percent their fault and 90 percent his. I was sur-

Frank not only works during the
hours he is supposed to, but he also works after
school and on Saturday afternoons. He has offered
to help me many times, including this morning.
Like the rest of us, he is not perfect. Though I am
not aware of his giving any of our faculty or staff
any problems, he is still dealing with his peers.
They find him an easy target to pick on, unfortu-
nately. Likewise, he has been known to pick on
some of the other kids.

Reprinted from WR, Sept. 1, 1998

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, P.0. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www.oneida
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org

A little extra pressure is on Toni
Hearrin since she received the Jean-
nette Robertson Award, exemplify-
ing the ideal minister’s wife.

“I was very surprised the facul-
ty and staff selected me. Most days
I don’t feel like that,” Toni said.
“The award especially touched me
because I got to meet Dr. Robert-
son before he left Clear Creek. I
served him supper at
Kelly Hall. He truly
loved his wife. When he
got ready to leave, For-
rest (Toni’s husband)
helped him pack. He
gave us sheets and tow-
els and kitchenware. He
had no idea we needed
those things. He contin-
ues to have an unpact on
our lives.”

Toni received an asso-
ciate of arts degree at
graduation. “When we
came, I thought attending
classes was my husband’s respon-
sibility,” Toni said. “We prayed to-
gether about what each of us should
do and felt I should also study. It
helped me realize I know nothing,
and I thought I knew it all. I look
forward to continuing my educa-
tion.”

Between classes and home re-
sponsibilities Toni worked in a va-
riety of campus positions. “I cooked
at Kelly Hall, was the receptionist
and answered the campus phone,

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

and cleaned at the Child Develop-
ment Center for a short time. My
last job was the academic office sec-
retary. I learned from each job; I try
to be flexible,” Toni said.

She has a special passion for
women in ministry. “When For-
rest was called, I knew I also was
called,” she said. “I know that is
first to my family, but I have a tre-
mendous passion for
women. I was involved
‘with WMU on campus
and in my church. I
spoke twice to the Bell
County  Association
WMU about mission
trips and on prayer.
While prayer walking in
Bosnia, God opened my
eyes for the need and
necessity of prayer. I
like to teach and hope
God will use me in that
way.”

The Hearrins now re-
side in Fordsville, where Forrest is
pastor of Pleasant Grove Baptist
Church. “It’s wonderful! We felt a
part of the church even before we
moved on the field. The people are
a loving, special group,” Toni said.
“Church members came and helped
us clean the house we rented.”

The Hearrin family includes Eli--
jah, 14, and Jacob, 12.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College, Pineville, KY 40977
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‘So much tradition here’

Historic Hurricane Camp Meeting
marks 115th year of summer revival

By Keith Todd
State Correspondent

TOLU—One of the oldest annual
revival meetings in the common-
wealth got a boost this summer with
increased support from several area
Baptist congregations.

An average of 150 people attend-
ed the nightly Hurricane Camp Meet-
ing, June 22-29 near the Tolu com-
munity in Crittenden County.

For 115 years, area residents have
gathered each summer for the revival
meetings. At one time, Hurricane
Camp lasted for two weeks in early
August, coinciding with farming
schedules between planting and fall

-harvest.

“When the area was mostly farm-
ing, that was late enough everyone
had their crops in, so it provided a
natural break before the fall harvest,”
said Leroy Hodge, a deacon at Mari-
on Baptist Church and secretary of the
trustees who annually organize the
meetings.

In recent years the meeting was
trimmed to a weeklong event,

a recognition by organizers
that visiting preachers often
can’t commit to 14 days
away from their church re-
sponsibilities. School starting
dates in mid-August also
caused a conflict, causing the
camp to be moved to June.

Davidson

Big-time gatherings

An initial plot of land was donated
for Hurricane Camp as early as 1843.
What would become the regular camp
meeting started around 1887, and the
revival gathering became an annual
event starting in 1889. In the early
days, it was run by a loose-knit group
of Christians grounded in the holiness
movement, the local Methodist circuit
and some Baptists.

A 1907 newspaper account noted,
“Cabins were initially built by all de-
nominations, and a hotel and feed sta-
ble were built. The camp had two ba-
sic rules: One, there should be no
stands. Two, ladies and gentlemen
should not sit together during servic-
es. There was a large shed built for a
place of worship. People by the hun-
dreds have come to this place to get
religion and sanctification, and glory
to God.”

The exclusion of “stands” was a
veiled reference to bootleggers who
would strike tents in the woods and

EVENING MEETING Worshipers listen to the gospel message in the open-air

entice men over for a drink.

A camp cookhouse was estab-
lished early on, where volunteers
slaughtered and butchered livestock
on the site to feed the crowds.
One year, when food ran
short, volunteers were dis-
patched into the surrounding
fields to shuck comn to feed
the multitude.

In the early days, steam-
boat captains promoted the
revival with excursion trips
from river towns in Ken-
tucky, Illinois and Indiana.

The camp meetings benefited from
a revival movement that swept the
nation between 1900 and 1915,
Hodge added.

“There are reports of 4,000 people
on the grounds with two evangelists
preaching at each end of the camp at
the same time,” he said.

Years ago, a fire destroyed many
of the cabins and the original taberna-
cle.

Getting away from it all

Today, the nine-acre, heavily
wooded campus has an open-air tab-
ernacle, cookhouse and a half-dozen
cabins. A non-denominational church
sits on the middle of a hillside, and a
cemetery has expanded gradually to
take up nearly half the back side of
the property.

Russ Davidson, pastor of First
Baptist Church of Salem, Mo., was
this year’s evangelist.

Davidson, former pastor of Union

“tabernacle.”

HURRICANE CAMP MEETING Russ Davidson, pastor of First Baptist Church of Salem,

Mo., speaks to young campers last month at the 115th Hurricane Camp Meeting near
Tolu. The daytime youth camp was part of the seven-day event in Crittenden County that
included evening worship attracting an average of 150 people. In the early 1900s as many

. as 4,000 people attended the revival meetings,which lasted two weeks. (Photos by Keith Todd)

Baptist Church in the Western Ken-
tucky community of Midway, said it
was a little intimidating to be preach-
ing where God has moved in so many
hearts through the years.

“There’s just so much tradition
here. I know there was talk the other
night that people used to bring their
cows and milk them here on the
grounds,” Davidson said. “There was
such a sense of revival here nobody
wanted to leave.”

Davidson and his wife got into the
history of the event by staying in one
of the cabins on the grounds.

“It’s great to get up here away from
the world where you can focus on
God’s Word. There’s no TV, no ra-
dio,” Davidson said. “When you’re
out here there’s no time limit, no
schedule as far as activities having to
get done on a certain time. Worship-
ing in the old open-air tabernacle is
incredible. You hear the crickets
chirping during the quite moments of
the service; it’s just a wonderful
place.”

Cool weather during the week

- probably boosted attendance, he add-
ed

“The one night it was really hot I
was sort of tempted to preach some
hellfire and brimstone. Sweat was just
pouring off of everybody. You can
sure get motivated to preach whenit’s
that hot,” Davidson said. “It’s just a
wonderful mixture of all denomina-
tions here during the week. Baptist,

Methodist, Presbyterian, Assembly of
God, just a lot of different folks with
a variety of backgrounds all week.”

Hodge said the Thursday-night ser-
vice was the largest attended meeting
in the past three years. “We probably
had 200 or more under the taberna-
cle, and others scattered around in
lawn chairs.”

Upholding tradition

From the beginning, the Hurricane
Camp Meeting was run by a group of
trustees on behalf of residents of the
surrounding area. It remains that way
today. In recent years, members of
several Baptist churches with an in-
terest in preserving the revival meet-
ing have gotten involved.

Marion Baptist, Emmanuel Baptist
and Second Baptist of Marion partic-
ipated in the music program this year,
Hodge noted.

Just as Davidson felt the weight of
carrying on a 115-year preaching tra-
dition, Hodge said the organizing
committee feels that same sense of
responsibility.

“It’s been here 115 years. That fact
alone keeps us going, really. We
might have given up long ago because
of some of the years when attendance
has been down. People seemed unin-
terested for a while, but the fact that it
has been going continuously for so
many years keeps us motivated. We
don’t want it to end on our watch,”
Hodge said.

“It’s great to get
up here away from
the world where
you can focus on
God’s Word.”

Russ Davidson, guest
evangelist for this year’s
Hurricane Camp Meeting
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PRAYER
PARTNERS

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled hy staff

Please pray for these
people and projects,
which are part of
Kentucky Baptists’
partnership with Baptists
in Poland, Europe and
New England:

W Thank God for
answering the prayers of
missionaries in the
Netherlands for a Dutch-
speaking person to teach
Bible stories to children
from many nations who
attend a Kids’ Club. Two
women have
volunteered.

M Preparations for the
2003 “Reach Moscow
with Prayer,” an annual
ecumenical prayer
emphasis that began in
2001. This year’s focus
dates are Sept. 20-30.

M Seven Iranians who
were baptized in
International Baptist
Church in Sofia,

_ Bulgaria, in the spring.
Missionaries James and
Audrey Duke report that
work among Iranians is
the fastest-growing
segment of their
ministry.

M A Sunday night event
led by Baptist
representative Martha
Moore for students in
Germany. The event
recently was moved
from her apartment to a
building on a university
campus.

M Efforts of
missionaries in Romania
to use “English as a
Foreign Language”
classes as entrees to
plant churches in their
communities.
Missionaries Floyd and
Freda Angeletti write,
“Pray that the Lord will
raise up strong Christian
leaders to lead the
courses, begin Bible
studies and ultimately
lead the church plant.”

B A missionary
journeyman who began
his two-year ministry in

Sofia, Bulgaria, last
month. He will teach
“English as a Foreign
Language” to young
people. “Pray for his
ability as a teacher to be
at his utmost so that his
classes will be a strong
witness for the Lord,” «
missionary writes.

10

B BAGDAD—Cindy Hance re-
cently resigned as minister of music
at Bagdad Church.

B BEAVER DAM-—Ridgecrest
Church ordained Brad Sisk as a
deacon June 29. Jesse Tichenor is
pastor.

B BEREA—Berea Church recently
called Russell Cole as associate
minister of education and adminis-
tration and Don Breeden as associ-
ate minister of youth. Kevin Slemp
is pastor.

B BLOOMFIELD—BIloomfield
Church recently called Brett Cham-
pion as associate pastor for educa-
tion and missions. Mark Terry is
pastor.

B BOAZ—Alan Yates recently re-
signed as pastor of Wice Church.
B BUFFALO—Velma Smith, chil-
dren’s ministry director at Buffalo
Church, died July 19 at age 61. She
is survived by her husband, James
Smith, pastor of Buffalo Church;
two sons, John Smith of Upton and
Timothy Smith of Murfreesboro,
Tenn.; and four grandchildren.

B ELIZABETHTOWN—Round
Top Church will hold revival servic-
es Aug. 3-6 with Charles Thomas

as evangelist. Roger McGuffin is
pastor.

Severns Valley Church recently
called Micah Johnson as interim di-
rector of children’s ministries. Billy
Compton is pastor.

B HARTFORD—Hartford Church
called Ed Mitchell as pastor effec-
tive Aug. 1. He previously served 12
years as a pastor in Ohio.

B KEVIL—Kevil Church called
Denzel Dukes as interim pastor.

B LEXINGTON—Grace Church
will hold revival services Aug. 3-6
with Greg Earwood as evangelist.
For information, call (859) 252-
1119. Terrence Freeman is pastor.
B LOUISVILLE—Walnut Street
Church called Hiram Rollo as min-
ister of music and worship. Rusty
Ellison is pastor.

B MAYFIELD—South First Street
Church recently honored Pastor
David Key for 30 years of ministry.
B MURRAY—Westside Church will
host a Marriage Enrichment Weekend
Sept. 12-13 led by Harold and Bette
Gillogly. For information, call (270)
753-8240. Glynn Orr is pastor.

B OWENSBORO—Bill Castlen re-
cently resigned as minister to senior

adults at Walnut Memorial Church.
B PADUCAH—Temple Church or-
dained Ricky Gilbert as a deacon
June 29. Jerry Walker is pastor.
Trinity Church recently celebrated
its 69th anniversary. Kenneth Brown
is pastor.
B PIKEVILLE—Mayflower Unity
Church recently licensed Jeremy
Tackett to the gospel ministry. Tim
McClanahan is pastor.
B PLEASUREVILLE—Cropper
Church recently honored Pastor Herb
Slaughter on the 50th anniversary of
his ordination to the gospel ministry.
B RICHMOND—Unity Church re-
cently celebrated its 20th anniversa-
ry. D.L. Brewer is pastor.
B WADDY—Ralph Greenwell re-
cently resigned as youth minister at
Graefenburg Church.
B WESTPORT—Westport Church
called Whitney Blackburn as youth
director.
B WILLISBURG—Willisburg
Church recently called Bryan Proc-
tor as youth minister.

Secretaries gather
Christmas gifts for
ministry students

PINEVILLE—Christmas
came early this year at Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College in
Pineville.

Highlighting the theme,
“Christmas in the Mountains,”
more than 40 members of the
Kentucky Baptist Secretaries’
Association gathered on the Clear
Creek campus July 17-19 for the
organization’s annual retreat.

Participants took part in a gift
swap to provide items for Clear
Creek’s annual Christmas shop-
ping spree. The campus event
provides gifts during the holiday
season for Clear Creek ministry
students and their families.

The three-day retreat, de-
signed to provide a time of re-
freshing, renewing and prepara-
tion for continued ministry, at-
tracted secretaries from across the
commonwealth.

Workshop sessions included
such topics as administration,
character, communication, coun-
seling and leadership.

CLASSIFIED ADS

AVAILABLE: In-home private-
duty service in Louisville area. Ex-
perienced RNs and non-medical
caregivers available, including end-
of-life and Alzheimer’s care. (502)
593-3265.

FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, Fla.
Two-bedroom, 2-bath condo for va-
cation rental. Large pool, tennis
courts, canoe, kayak, screened
porch, lovely beach. www.sanibel
condo.net. Call Pat (502) 895-8752.

'FOR SALE: 22 exceptionally
nice pews: 10’10" solid oak, green
upholstered fronts and backs with
book racks, pencil and cup holders.
$300 per pew or $5,000 for all. West
Ripley Baptist Church, Ripley,
W.Va. Contact: Jack Miller, (304)
372-3374 or wandal 13 @zzzip.net.

FOR SALE: Matching church
furniture. 25 pews, pulpit, lectern,
table, choir railing. $3,000. For
more information, call (270) 343-
6559. New Victory Baptist Church.

FREE: Pulpit furniture: Four large
chairs; two small chairs; two lecterns;
choir railing. If interested, contact Jeff
Barbour, Erlanger Baptist Church,
(859) 727-2588, ext. 337.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music to lead blended style of wor-
ship (praise and worship and tradi-
tional hymns) for Mt. Zion Baptist
Church. Please send resumé to: Mt.
Zion Baptist Church, 350 Mt. Zion
Road, Elizabethtown, KY 42701,
Attn: Grady Buchanan.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for
Locust Grove Baptist Church, locat-
ed in Trigg County, KY. New,
10,000-square-foot facility just built
after fire; rural area, but potential
growth in area from unchurched. Send
resumés to: Search Committee, Locust
Grove Baptist Church, 73 Locust
Grove Church Road, Cadiz, KY
42211.
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SEEKING: Part-time youth pas-
tor for Canton Baptist Church. We
are located on Lake Barkley near
Murray University and Mid-Conti-
nent College. Please send resumés
to: Canton Baptist Church, 423
Boyd’s Landing Road, Cadiz, KY
42211. No unmarried candidates
please.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music for Broadway Baptist Church.
Send resumé to: Personnel Commit-
tee, BBC, 2500 Harrodsburg Road,
Lexington, KY 40503.

SEEKING: Interim, part-time
youth minister for Mt. Zion Baptist
Church. Experience not essential,
but individual must have a love to
work with middle and high school
students. Please send resumé to: Mt.
Zion Baptist Church, 350 Mt. Zion
Road, Elizabethtown, KY 42701,
Attn: Grady Buchanan.

SEEKING: Minister of recre-
ation and outreach for Harrodsburg
Baptist Church. Manage and expand
Christian activities ministry, de-
signed to reach people for Christ;
minister to people in His name; and
provide opportunities for fellowship
and service. New gymnasium avail-
able Dec. 1. Contact Bob DeFoor at
(859) 734-2339, or send resumé to:
PO Box 286, Harrodsburg, KY
40330.

SEEKING: Full-time associate
pastor with emphasis on adult educa-
tion for First Baptist Church, Roswell,
Ga. (suburb of Atlanta). Sunday
school attendance: 600; worship in
two morning services totals 750. Gifts
to SBC and CBF are accepted. Mas-
ter’s degree with ordination and 10
years experience preferred. Please
send resumé before Aug. 31 to: Asso-
ciate Pastor Search Committee, First
Baptist Church, 710 Mimosa Blvd.,
Roswell, GA 30075.

SEEKING: Two positions: Pastor
and part-time youth minister (paid
position; grades 6-12) for Mexico
Baptist Church in rural western Ken-
tucky. Average Sunday school atten-
dance: 135. Send resumé to MBC
Pulpit Committee or Youth Council,
175 Mexico Road, Marion, KY
42064, Attn: James Penn (pastor) or
Brent Highfil (youth minister), or call
(270) 965-2149. turnerchandler @hot
mail.com.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for
Dripping Spring Baptist Church in
Olmstead, Ky. The church averages
125 in Sunday school and 160 in wor-
ship. If interested, send resumé to
Ricky Holloway, 12978 Orndorff Mill
Road, Olmstead, KY 42265.

SEEKING: West Broadway is ac-
cepting applications for administrative
assistant. Knowledge of MS Office
and prior church-related experience
preferred. Send resumé with salary
requirements to: Personnel Commit-
tee, West Broadway Baptist Church,
8420 Six Mile Lane, Louisville, KY
40220.

SEEKING: Director of account-
ing. Requires bachelor’s degree in ac-
counting and at least five years super-
visory experience, preferably not-for-
profit experience and CPA license;
strong communications and comput-
er skills also required. Send resumé
with salary history and requirements
in confidence to: Personnel Services,
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, 2825 Lexington Road, Louis-
ville, KY 40280, or personnel @sbits.
edu.

SEEKING: First Baptist, Sonora,
is searching for a part-time youth min-
ister to work with grades 7-12. Some
musical ability would be helpful. Send
resumé to: First Baptist Church, PO
Box 187, Sonora, KY 42776. Fax:
(270) 369-8867.

SEEKING: Part-time minister to
children for First Baptist Church,
Lawrenceburg, Ky. Experience in
children’s ministries preferred; pay
commensurate with position. Please
send resumé to Children’s Minister
Search Committee, First Baptist
Church, PO Box 107, Lawrenceburg,
KY 40342.

SEEKING: Kirkwood Baptist
Church in Salvisa, Ky., is looking for
a youth minister. For information, call
(859) 865-4231.

SEEKING: Fairlane Baptist
church is seeking a full-time minister.
Please send resumé to: Pastor Search
Committee, Fairlane Baptist Church,
5913 South Herringer Road, Alexan-
dria, KY 41001.

SEEKING: Part-time minister to
children for Chevy Chase Baptist
Church. Duties include managing and
implementing children’s ministries.
Experience working with children
preferred. Send resumé to: Minister
to Children, Chevy Chase Baptist
Church, 200 Colony Blvd., Lexing-
ton, KY 40502. ccbc_cmsc@yahoo.
com.

SEEKING: Full-time youth pas-
tor. Pay and benefits commensurate
with position. Send resumé to: Person-
nel Committee, First Baptist Church,
302 North Magnolia St., Tompkins-
ville, KY 42167.

SEEKING: Jamestown First Bap-
tist is seeking a full-time student pas-
tor. Undergraduate education re-
quired. Forward to: Youth Search,
JFB, PO Box 308, Jamestown, KY
42629; jfb@duo-county.com.

SERVICE: Lower your phone
bill. Blessed Hope has 4.9 cents/
minute (24/7); no fees; no fine print;
and 250,000 happy customers. Toll-
free: (866) 587-8346 or info at
www.covenantphoneservice.com.
Home agents needed.



The king of instruments

Author pulls out ‘All the Stops’ to
honor organ’s ‘divine dimension’

By Chris Herlinger
Religion News Service

NEW YORK (RNS)—Craig
Whitney is pulling out all the stops
to highlight the history of the pipe
organ.

Acknowledging that “for most
Americans nowadays, an interest in
the pipe organ is an eccentricity, and
the organ itself a curiosity,” he still
believes it is a topic worth
exploring.

Whitney, a longtime
correspondent for The
New York Times and now
the newspaper’s assistant
managing editor, contends
that a pipe organ perfor-
mance “is one of the most
exciting experiences mu-
sic has to offer.”

In his book on the sub-
ject, “All the Stops: The Glorious
Pipe Organ and Its American Mas-
ters,” Whitney writes that he sees
evidence of a pipe organ revival in
the United States. Major concert
halls are no longer considered com-
plete without pipe organs, he notes,
while U.S. churches and synagogues
are “investing millions of dollars in
instruments capable of raising a joy-
ful noise.”

Why the renewed interest in the
pipe organ, particularly among reli-
gious institutions? “Organ music
helps people find the divine dimen-
sion they are looking for,” Whitney,
himself an organist, said in a recent
interview. ’

Fellow musicians agree, Whit-
ney’s book, already in its third print-
ing, has proven a hit among organ-
ists, a group challenged for at least
a generation by the introduction of
rock, folk and other musical genres
into American liturgical life.

Boomers & spiritually booming music

While those challenges remain—
many of the country’s oldest church-
es with prized pipe organs are main-
line Protestant congregations with
declining memberships—some
agree with Whitney, 60, that the pipe
organ may be experiencing some-
thing of a comeback. If so, they say,
itis in part because spiritually mind-
ed, church-going baby boomers are
rediscovering the musical power and
“gravitas” of “the king of instru-
ments.”

Some say a sense of transcen-
dence is not possible from, say, a
snare drum.

“I think people feel elevated
when they hear organ music,” said
James Thomashower, executive di-
rector of the American Guild of Or-
ganists, the professional organiza-
tion of American organists.

“When people invest the time to
go to church and feel a connection
to the Lord, they want that musical
presence that elevates them spiritu-
ally,” he said.

* “All the Stops” explores the spir-

itual side of the pipe organ’s lega-
cy. But Whitney also chronicles a
surprisingly rich, complex and col-
orful history intimately tied to not
only U.S. religious institutions, but
the fortunes of the American music
business and mass popular entertain-
ment.

In fact, the pipe organ holds a
unique place in American culture
because it has comfortably crossed
boundaries between the
sacred and secular. The in-
strument has always been
a centerpiece of American
religious life, and even
with the many changes in
U.S. liturgical styles and
practices, the pipe organ
still commands pride of
place in churches and oth-
er religious institutions.

But a century ago, the
associations with the pipe organ
weren’t merely religious: Thanks to
the efforts of such pipe organ crafts-
men as Ernest Skinner, the America
of 100 years ago was awash in or-
gan music, not only in places of wor-
ship but in concert halls, theaters and
homes.

A cultural icon
The nation’s burgeoning middle-

class was buying the instruments, -

and woe was the industrial magnate
who didn’t own a pipe organ. “Mu-
sic is a religion,” said steel baron
Andrew Carnegie, who not only had
an instrument installed in his New

“York apartment but, Whitney notes,

even hired an organist “to awaken
him to its strains every morning.”

Such centrality to the culture
would change, of course, with the
development of “talkie” movies, re-
corded music of all genres, and more
recently, the prominence of elec-
tronic and digital organs. These
trends tended to push the pipe organ
into a kind of musty corner of reli-
gious music or of “high-brow” spe-
cialization.

While “All the Stops” provides
plenty of pipe organ trivia for organ
buffs, its narrative also will delight
a general reader—including an ex-
tensive examination of the life of
“superstar” organist Virgil Fox, who
died in 1980.

In contrast to his rival Power
Biggs—a sober and respected “pur-
ist” and another dominant personal-
ity in Whitney’s book—Fox was an
unabashed showman.

Late in his career—and much to
the horror of the musical elite—Fox
performed “Heavy Organ” concerts
on an electronic organ, introducing
Bach to a younger audience in ven-
ues made popular by rock bands,
such as New York’s Fillmore East.

Prior to that,. however, Fox
served for nearly 20 years as chief
organist at Riverside Church in New
York City. Whitney’s recounting of
Fox’s relationship with the church
casts light on the sometimes prickly

PIPE ORGAN PROMOTER Craig Whitney, assistant managing editor for The New York

Times and himself an amateur organist, contends organs are making a comeback. “Hearing
a great performance on a great pipe organ is one of the most exciting experiences music
has to offer.” (RNS photo, courtesy The New York Times)

relationships between church organ-
ists and church leadership.

A church controversy

Fox, an acclaimed virtuoso, was
no ordinary organist, of course, and
Riverside Church, one of the na-
tion’s most pre-eminent congrega-

tions, was no ordinary place of wor- -

ship. Fox did battle with not only the
church’s then senior minister, Rob-
ert McCracken, but the church’s
principal benefactor, John D. Rock-
efeller Jr.

McCracken often tried to rein
Fox in, as when he reminded the
organist at the dedication of a new
organ console that music alone did
not constitute worship. “A church is
not a concert hall,” he told Fox.

The admonishment was no acci-
dent: Rockefeller grew increasingly
unhappy with Fox’s penchant for
loud playing, complaining at one
point about Riverside organ’s “ex-
cessive volume of sound” and
“noise.”

There were other strains, too—
ranging from Fox’s increased promi-
nence as a solo concert artist to his not-
so-veiled feuding with Riverside’s
music director, Richard Weagly.

The public acrimony between the
two became so rancorous, Whitney
notes, that the church nearly divided
into pro-Fox and pro-Weagly factions.
In 1965 Fox left Riverside.

The outsize scale of the Fox-
Riverside imbroglio was unusual. But
the power dynamics of who makes
musical decisions—a church’s pastor,
its music director or its organist—are
hardly novel, said Whitney, who fills
in from time to time as organist at
Grace (Episcopal) Church in the
Brooklyn Heights section of MNev -
York City. :

In the case of Riverside and Virgil
Fox, Whitney said, “the “Word’ pre-
vailed over the music, as it so often
does.”

Often, but not always. “Sunday
after Sunday, differences may arise
(between pastors and church organ-
ists),” Thomashower, 51, said in an
interview in his New York office,
which overlooks, appropriately
enough, Riverside Church.

“They are typically ironed out, but
professionals occasionally agree to
disagree,” he said. “Sometimes it
comes down to ‘Who’s got the big-
gest voice?’ An organ can drown out
everything.”
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“Organ music
helps people find
the divine
dimension they are
looking for.”

Craig Whitney, author of
“All the Stops”

11




GEORGETOWN

G~ S PR S S B

Championship Teams in Academics and Athletics

Our academic teams have won the Kentucky Collegiate Our scholar-athletes routinely achieve high academic
Quick Recall League (KCQRL) championship in both standards while consistently putting Georgetown College
Divisions I (Varsity) and II (Junior Varsity) for the past intercollegiate teams at the top of conference play. We're
three years. Consistent academic victories reflect well proud that the majority of our athletes carry a 3.0 GPA or
not only upon the curriculum of Georgetown College better. Our men’s football and basketball teams are national
but also her faculty. Our academic teams exemplify that * ~ champions; our Lady Tigers have devoured the competition
a liberal arts education at Georgetown College is indeed - and secured championships in basketball, soccer, tennis and
a group endeavor. People who live, work and create volleyball. And our men’s soccer and tennis teams hold
knowledge together. regular-season championships.

Here you sing. Write. Study. Research. Compete. Act. Play. Read. And shine!
Athletics. Academics. Life. Shine Brighter at Georgetown College.

Geargetown College, 400 East College Street, Georgetown, KY 40324
Office of Admissions — 800-788-9985

www.georgetowncollege.edu

ministerial counseling * media

and writing skills.

)

Dr. Joel Gregory '

Sponsored by
The Marshall Center for Christian Ministry

GEORGETOWN

Georgetown College * 4
Payable to: The

12 WESTERN RECORDER M JULY 29, 2003



