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- Most Americans

- oppose taking

. Commandments

5 from couﬂhause
MONTGOMERY Ala.

»(RNS)—A new poll shows that

 more than three-quarters of

- American adults disapprove of
the federal court order removing
the Ten Commandments monu-

ment from the rotunda of Ala-

bama’s state judicial building. .

A USA Today/CNN/Gallup
Poll of 495 adults found that 77
percent said they did not approve

- of the order, 19 percent approved

of it and 4 percent had no opin-
ion. The poll, taken last week, has
a margin of error of plus or mi-

nus 5 percentage points. «
_On Aug. 27, workers rolled

- the granite monument out of pub-
lic view after suspended Alabama
Chief Justice Roy Moore de-
clared he would not comply with

~ an order calling for its removal.
- Alabama’s eight associate Su-
_preme Court justices overruled

- Moore and told the building man-

- ager to find a way to mov the.:‘
~ monument, which was deciaredi

Bush thinks it is 1mportant teup~ :

~ hold the law.

“Itis mporlantthatwempect, :
our laws and our courts,” she
said. “In some instances, the

_ courts have ruled ﬂ:atthepostmg'

of the Ten Commandments is

OK. In other circumstances,
 they’ve ruled that it’s not OK. In
_ either case, there’s always oppor-
_ tunity for appeal of the court’s
decisions. But we believe that it’s
_ important to rwpect the laws in

thccourts

FESTIVAL HISPANO Elizabeth Amaya (left) and Mayra Ambrosio serve up a Mexican dish
of Pozole during the recent Hispanic community festival in Owensboro. The event, which
featured a soccer tournament, music, crafts and food, was held at Bellevue Baptist Church.
(Photo by David Hamilton)

Flghtmg trasy TV

_ “PARADISE HOTEL” Women toast on the FOX-TV show “Paradise Hotel.” The American Decency Association condemned-the “reality

show,” slating its “Hook up or go home” theme encourages casual sexual relationships. “They're telling our kids, ‘Jump into bed with
total strangers,”” said ADA President Bill Johnson. (FOX-TV photo) :

‘crisis of crudity’ observer says

Shows causing

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

LOS ANGELES—From sex-satu-
rated prime-time programming such
as ‘“Paradise Hotel” and “Coupling”
to the increasing use of foul language,
television’s standards appear to be
declining rapidly, according to sever-
al Christian observers.

“We are in a crisis of crudity,” said
David Clark, former president of Fam-
ily Net television network. “We’re
seeing crude, vulgar and uncouth be-

havior (on TV). Our kids pick it up
«and think it’s normal. That should
concern all of us.”

Southern Baptists aren’t the only
ones noticing.

The National Federation of Grand-
mother Clubs has adopted a resolution
urging members to stop watching net-
work programs, to stop buying adver-
tisers’ products and to write execu-
tives protest letters.

“We feel that the super abundance
of crude and vile television programs
are an assault on our children, grand-

By David Winfrey
News Director

OWENSBORO—With dinner on
the grounds, sports and music, the
community festival resembled those
that churches host throughout the
commonwealth. A

Except this one was all in Spanish.

An organizer for “Festival Hispa-
no,” held Aug. 16 at Bellevue Bap-
tist Church, said members hope the
all-day party will be a launching pad
for ministry and evangelism to the
area’s estimated 3,000 Hispanic res-
idents.

“There’s an extreme need for
Hispanic ministry in Kentucky,”
said Danny Gray, chairman of Belle-
vue’s missions committee. “There’s
not many Baptist churches working
in this type of ministry.”

Approximately 300 people at-
tended the festival, which featured
crafts and games for kids, a soccer
tournament featuring the team from

children, society and the values that
made America a civil and honorable
country,” said Barbara Rawlins, pres-
ident of the Chicago-based organiza-
tion.

Evidence cited by such groups in-
cludes:

I Earlier this year, the Kaiser Fam-
ily Foundation released a survey
showing that 64 percent of all prime-
time (7-11 p.m.) shows contain sexu-
al content. Of the top 20 shows
watched by teens, 83 percent featured
Q See Critics offer strategies ..., page 8

0wensboro H|spamc festival sees 39 professions of faith

Mid-Continent College, a Hispanic
band and authentic Hispanic food.

“We wanted this to be a Hispan-
ic day,” Gray said. )

Organizers sought to combine
fun and a Christian witness.

Jesus Pacheco, pastor of New
Jerusalem Baptist Church in Louis-
ville, brought five Hispanic mem-
bers with him to talk with festival
attendees and share their Chnstlan
faith.

A Nashville band of Hispanic
musicians performed and talked
about their faith as well.

“Every 20 minutes someone
shared a brief testimony ... all in
Spanish,” Gray said. “There were
people sharing Christ one-on-one.
The Holy Spirit was just thick
there.”

Four teams competed in a soccer
tournament, with the winner playing
the Mid-Continent College men’s
team.

Q See Owensboro Hispanic ..., page 3



BAPTISTS

Proposed NAMB budget eliminates 31 staff positions

ALPHARETTA, Ga.—Leaders of
the Southern Baptist North American
Mission Board are proposing a 2004
budget that will eliminate 31 staff po-
sitions.

The proposal comes two months
after the Southern Baptist Internation-
al Mission Board eliminated 61 posi-
tions.

The budget proposal, being mailed
this month to NAMB trustees, projects
a 6 percent decrease from the current

NAMB honors missionary heroes

his death and her freedom just over a year ago
Burnham amember of an mdependent'Bane

budget. If approved by trustees in
October, it will reduce NAMB’s bud-
get by $7.2 million.

Among the 31 positions- being

. eliminated, NAMB Executive Vice

President Randy Singer said nine em-
ployees are transferring to other posi-
tions, seven people are losing their
jobs, three are retiring and 12 of the
positions are vacant.

Martin King, NAMB spokesman, °

said six of the eliminated positions are

,efmcst unllkely
out His plan i she

North Carolina conventions"c'uts
24 positions amid budget woes

CARY, N.C. (ABP)—The Baptist
State Convention of North Carolina
cut 24 staff positions Aug. 26 in the
wake of shrinking contributions from
churches.

Nine of the 24 positions were va-
cant, but 15 employees lost their jobs.
The cuts represent 20 percent of all
budgeted positions and 12.5 percent
of current employees, according to Ed
Wiggs, the convention’s business ser-
vices director.

Through Aug. 22, convention in-
come was $1.65 million—or more
than 7 percent—below budget expec-
tations and about 2.6 percent below
last year’s income. Income to the
North Carolina Missions Offering,
which funds the state’s Baptist Men
and Woman'’s Missionary Union pro-
grams, is down 16 percent.

Jim Royston, the convention’s ex-
ecutive director, notified employees

by e-mail Aug. 27 that the executive.

committee had ordered an immediate
downsizing. He and other officials
then notified the affected workers that
their positions would be eliminated
Aug. 31. Released employees will re-
ceive severance packages based on
length of tenure, and all who qualify
for retirement will receive full retire-
ment benefits. .

Through the staff reductions, con-
vention officials hope to save about
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$250,000 in the remainder of 2003,
and $700,000 in 2004.

Terminated were nine program
staffers, including an executive team
leader, and six support staffers. Roys-
ton emphasized that reductions were
based on positions, not people or per-
formance.

Nine of the 15 qualified for retire-
ment benefits, and four of them chose
to announce their retirements. They
are Doug Cole, executive director of
the Council on Christian Life and Pub-
lic Affairs; Bill Boatwright, commu-
nications director; Becky Stewart, sec-
retary to the executive director; and
Ted Purcell, a long-time campus min-
ister who was serving part-time at
Duke University.

The strategic initiatives and plan-
ning team was dismantled, eliminat-
ing the position held by executive
team leader Tom Jenkins. Remaining
staffers in the group will transfer to
other teams.

Nine budgeted positions not cur-
rently filled will be removed from the
budget. These include four program
staff and five support staff.

Royston said the convention had

“avoided layoffs until now by not fill-

ing vacant positions. “Unfortunately,”
he said, “the Baptist State Convention
is no longer in a position to take this
approach.”

management roles with supervisory
responsibilities, 14 are professional
positions that are not supervisory and
11 are for support workers.

King said agency officials would
not identify the employees affected.
Noting that positions were eliminated

_ based on need, he added, “This is not

a reflection of performance.”

The proposed staff reductions do
not reduce support for NAMB mis-
sionaries who are supported jointly
with state Baptist conventions, Singer
added.

Needs outpace income

“These have been the most diffi-
cult decisions we’ve had to make dur-
ing NAMB’s six years of existence,”
said NAMB President Robert Rec-
cord. “We must face the fact that mis-
sion giving is not keeping pace with
growing increases in expenses like
health insurance, utilities and capital

‘and fixed expenses which will in-

crease almost $3.4 million next year.”

Singer explained that although in-
come from the Cooperative Program
and Annie Armstrong Easter Offering
for North American Missions, which
provide more than 75 percent of
NAMB'’s income, have increased in-
crementally over the past several

years, those increases have barely kept

pace with inflation.

“Due primarily to the impact of the
sluggish economy on our investment
income, NAMB has not reached in-
come projections four of the last five
years,” Singer added.

“The bottom line,” Reccord said,
“is we anticipate having $3.4 million
more in expenses we cannot control,
but $7.2 million less income. That

M Iragi food distribution delayed.
Southern Baptist ministry projects
in Iraq are being delayed for at
least two weeks because of con-
cerns that remnants of Saddam
Hussein’s faction are planning to

country. The first four shipping
containers of food donated by
Southern Baptist churches arrived
in Iraq Aug. 21. Volunteer teams
from Missouri and North Caroli-
na were to begin arriving the
weekend of Aug. 29 to begin dis-
tribution of the 46,000 boxes. The
decision to delay the arrival of
volunteer teams was based on ad-
vice from the United Nation’s
NGO Coordinating Council.

M Ga. convention sells facility.
The Georgia Baptist Convention
has sold its building and property
in northeast Atlanta to Mercer Uni-
versity for $12 million. The five-
story building is on a 25-acre site
adjoining the Atlanta campus of
Mercer, which has its main campus
in Macon. The 200,000-square-foot
building is about 40 years old. The
Georgia Baptist Convention plans
to move to a new facility in Gwin-
nett County. Terms of the sale al-
low the convention to use the cur-
rent building for up to three years
while the new facility is built.

BAPTIST DIGEST

target humanitarian workers in the -

means we must come up with nearly
$11 million in spending cuts in 2004.”
The proposed $118 million budget
cuts $3 million from travel expenses,
$1.6 million in communication
projects, more than $4 million from
support of various programs and $1.7
million from personnel expenses.

Salaries remain unchanged

Reccord said the budget proposal
freezes salaries for NAMB mission-
aries and staff for the second year in a
row. Funding of state Baptist conven-
tions and jointly supported mission-
aries also are not being increased.

“Of course, the personnel reduc-
tions are the most difficult, and we’ve
worked very, very hard to minimize
them as much as possible,” Reccord
said. “Many of the positions we’re
eliminating are vacant, but other cuts
will mean valued friends, colleagues
and brothers and sisters in Christ will
lose their jobs. However, under our
present economic situation, there’s
simply no way to avoid it.”

NAMB currently has 460 full-time
equivalent positions including nation-
al missionaries, staff based in Al-
pharetta, Ga., and staff at the agency’s
broadcast studios in Fort Worth, Tex-
as Reductions in Fort Worth staffing
were made last year.

Pledging to walk through this dif-

- ficult transition with affected employ-

ees, Reccord reminded staff members
that their dependence always should
be on God, quoting Isaiah 43:1-3:
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you.
... When you pass through the waters,
I will be with you.”

Based on reporting by Baptist Press and As-
sociated Baptist Press

M Baylor prof loses senate seat. A
Baylor University professor who
called for a no-confidence vote in
the school’s president has found
himself no longer a member of the
school’s faculty senate. Comput-
er science professor Henry Wal-
besser said Aug. 20 he planned to
ask the faculty senate to vote on
the leadership of Baylor President
Robert Sloan. According to the
Waco Tribune-Herald, Walbesser
was informed Aug. 22 that he
would be removed from the fac-
ulty senate for having missed too
many meetings during the last ac-
ademic year. Walbesser said some
of his absences were due to a re-
search sabbatical in New Zealand
and Australia.

H Mohler expands radio show.
Al Mohler’s “Truth on the Line”
radio program is expanding from
one broadcast a week to five.
Mohler, president of Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in
Louisville, has'hosted the 60-
minute show for two years. The
show will be aired live from
Mohler’s on-campus radio studio
weekdays at 5 p.m. on Louis-
ville’s WFIA station (94.7 FM).
Mohler said the show addresses
“cutting-edge issues ... from a
Christian worldview perspective.”
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Group calls for prayer & fasting for spiritual revival

By Denise Withers
Kentucky Baptist Convention

LOUISVILLE—Kentucky Baptist
prayer leaders from across the com-
monwealth are encouraging their

_ peers to take up the spiritual discipline

of fasting and prayer to ask God to
*bring a spiritual awakening for Ken-
tucky.
The idea, dubbed “First Friday
Prayer and Fast,” took shape during a

. quarterly prayer meeting held last

April at Long Run Baptist Associa-
tion’s office in Louisville.

The gathering was one of the reg-
ular quarterly prayer meetings sched-
uled by the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion’s missions growth team since
1998. The purpose of the prayer meet-
ings, held throughout Kentucky, is to
pray for spiritual awakening.

“First Friday Prayer and Fast” par-
ticipants are asked to fast on the first
Friday of each month and to gather for
prayer in their churches or workplaces
during lunch. Their prayers will focus
on spiritual awakening.

“A spiritual awakening is when
individuals wake up from spiritual
complacency and seek God’s will for
their lives,” explained Eric Allen, Mis-

sion Service Corps director for the
Kentucky Baptist Convention. Allen
also coordinates many prayer-related
activities.

Spiritual awakenings are times in
history when God moves in a power-
ful way to bring people to Him in large
numbers. According to Christian his-
torians, the first great awakening in
America is considered to have oc-
curred around 1740 when a series of
revivals spread among Christian
churches from Maine to Georgia.
Church records of the time period in-

dicate that as much as one-third of the:

population of the American colonies
had a Christian conversion experi-
ence.

A second awakening is con51dered
to have begun in 1801 in Kentucky at

the Cane Ridge Revival meeting, a
six-day camp meeting attended by
20,000 people from the sparsely pop-
ulated frontier area. Church historians
credit it and a series of other revivals
for causing the Christian faith to
strengthen and grow with the west-
ward expansion.

In more recent years, a spiritual
awakening began in 1970 at Asbury
College in Wilmore, when a routine
chapel service, scheduled to last 50
minutes, instead went on 185 hours,
non-stop.

Understanding fasting

“Each of us has gone without food
when another activity was more im-
portant at that time,” Allen says. “We
need to learn that it can be much more
rewarding to feast on God than to feast
on food.”

Fasting involves giving up food for
a specific time to experience worship
and prayer with God, according to
Danny Akin, dean of the school of
theology at Southern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary. Fasting is a spiritual
discipline of prayer, humility, confes-
sion and repentance, he added.

“It’s an outward expression of an-
guish and emotions one has to experi-

ence in order to walk more perfectly
for the Lord,” Akin explained.

Although the two spiritual disci- -

plines of prayer and fasting go hand-
in-hand, some Christians find both
difficult.

“Prayer and fasting are hard disci-
plines within the Christian life because
it takes so much time and investment,”
Akin explained. “That’s why both are
neglected so often in today’s busy
world.”

But Allen said God is responding
to the prayers of the faithful.

“God is moving in a powerful way
in many places throughout the com-
monwealth,” Allen said. “As more
people have prayed, this network has
expanded and these leaders have ex-
perienced God’s awesome presence.”

- The KBC will sponsor a confer-
ence for prayer leaders Sept. 23 at
Severns Valley Baptist Church in
Elizabethtown. The event is designed
to help prayer coordinators learn from
and share with each other.

John Franklin, prayer discipleship
specialist at LifeWay Christian Re-
sources and author of “House of
Prayer,” will be the featured speaker.

For more information, call (800)
266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org.

Owenshoro Hlspamc festival Sees 39 professions of falth

Continued from page 1

About 70 members of Bellevue
worked on the event, Gray said.

“I think it really opened their
eyes,” he said. “We had 39 people
pray to receive Christ.”

The next morning during Sunday
worship, word spread of the spiritu-
al impact, he noted. “Ireally think it
gave people a different perspective
for how desperate the need is to
reach people for Christ in the His-
panic community.”

About 220 people registered at
“the event, Gray added.

“This was probably one of the
largest (gatherings) of Hispanics that
maybe this city has seen in a long
time, certainly at any Baptist or
church-type function,” he said.
“This gave us 220 names to go out
and visit and really follow up on.”

Ongoing ministry and worship

Bellevue started a Sunday after-
noon Hispanic worship service in
October with an Anglo preacher and
a translator.

Attendance is at about 35 people,
but Gray said it started seeing spiri-
tual results this summer when
the Kentucky Baptist Convention
helped them secure a summer stu-
dent preacher from the Hispanic
Baptist Theological Seminary in San

REFRESHMENTS Jill Gray (center) and
Sandy Countzler (right) work the snow cone
machine during the Hispanic festival.

CRAFTS TIME Kathlene Kreke, a member of Bellevue Baptist Church in Owensboro, helps
with crafts during the Festival Hispano, Aug. 16. Approximately 300 people attended the
event. (Photos by David Hamilton)

Antonio, Texas.

“That was like a light switch go-
ing off in that worship time and the
relationship-building area. We just
weren’t able to go into the homes
and do that without someone who
knew the culture,” he said. -

The church had 57 professions of
faith in Christ during the summer,
he said. Before the summer preach-
er arrived, he said, “We’d had
three.”

Hispanics also attend a Wednes-
day evening class for English as a
second language.

Tom and Joyce Nation are lead-
ing the English lessons, which lead
to a variety of other ministry oppor-
tunities, Gray said.

“It is an all-absorbing ministry,”
he said. “It takes a lot of human re-
sources plus financial resources to
sustain it.”

When a congregation builds rela-
tionships in the Hispanic community,
that church often is the first place
cglled when help is needed, Gray not-
ed.

Volunteers have gone with Hispan-
ic residents to help them read job ap-
plications, rent an apartment, go gro-
cery shopping for their new baby, visit
a clinic and fill a variety of other
needs, he said.

“They don’t know the language,
and they’re isolated and they just don’t
know where to turn. It really is a des-
perate situation for a lot of people,”
Gray said. “Because they’ve built
those confidences in us, we happen to
be the first people they call.”

Cross-cultural ministry

Gray said ministering to Hispan-
ics resembles ministry in any cross-
cultural situation.

“You basically minister to phys-
ical needs first, and then build those
relationships to share the gospel,” he
‘explained.

Organizers are excited about the
57 professions of faith this summer
and hope to build on them, he said.
“A lot of churches haven’t had that
many decisions in a long time.
Those are results for the Kingdom.
That’s good stuff.”

Pastor Ruben Franco of Jasper,
Ind., currently is serving as interim
pastor for the Sunday afternoon
worship service now that the sum-
mer student has returned to semi-
nary. Leaders are seeking another
Hispanic pastor to lead the congre-
gation, Gray noted.

“What this summer proved to us
is that to be effective in the ministry
spiritually we have to have someone
on the field who’s Hispanic,” he
said.

“God has begun something won-
derful in our church, and we know
what it takes to be effective now,”
he added. “We just need to be able
to find the right person and to con-
tinue our work and continue to grow
what we’ve already done.”

“We need to learn
that it can be
much more
rewarding to feast
on God than to
feast on food.”

Eric Allen, director of
Mission Service Corps
for the Kentucky Baptist
Convention

SOCCER TOURNAMENT
Four teams battled for the
opportunity to face the Mia-
Continent College’s men’s
team.
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When the foundations are being destroyed

By Randy Singer

ALPHARETTA, Ga. (BP)—
Judge Roy Moore and his 5,280-
pound monument of the Ten Com-
mandments have created quite a stir.

The liberal media, among others,
have vilified the judge. The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution,
for example, called
Moore’s efforts
“shameful.” The
same editorial applauded a decision
by Moore’s fellow justices at the Al-
abama Supreme Court to remove the
display, thus proving that they “un
derstand the importance of our con-
stitutional guarantee of separation
between church and state.”

God help us. Oops, can I say that?
Maybe not on government proper-
ty. And especially not if I’'m a state
Supreme Court judge.

The U.S. Constitution does not
require such an absurd result. While
even supporters of a Ten Command-
ments display justifiably differ on
whether they sanction Judge

COMMENTARY

Moore’s conduct under these cir-
cumstances, that dispute should not
divert us from the main issue: Can
our government acknowledge the
religious heritage of this nation or
must we strip the public square of
all things religious?

Honest men and women cannot
dispute the- spiritual
foundations of our na-

laration of Indepen-
dence, drafted by Thomas Jefferson,
declared unequivocally that “all men

are created equal ... (and) endowed by
their Creator with certain unahenable
rights.”

Though many liberals would pamt
Judge Moore as a pariah, he is not
alone in thinking that our public plac-
es should be adorned with a reminder
of our spiritual heritage. Inscribed on
the walls of both the U.S. House of
Representatives and Senate are the

words “In God We Trust.” Engraved .

on the metal cap at the top of the
Washington Monument is a Latin
phrase that means “Praise God.” And

tion’s laws. The Dec-

in the Supreme Court building, on a
frieze on the walls above the Supreme
Court justices, is a depiction of Moses
holding the Ten Commandments as
well as several other “lawgivers.”

Even Thomas Jefferson, the presi-
dent who once wrote a letter extolling
the “wall of separation between
church and state,” did not have in
mind the eradication of religion from
the public square. Instead, his concern
was the encroachment of the state on
religious freedom.

Times have changed, goes the ar-
gument. It’s time to get out our sand-
blasters and erasers so that atheists and
ACLUists won’t have to divert their
eyes when they tread on government
property. After all, we’re just talking
cosmetic changes here. .

Not to Jefferson. Or to the millions
of Americans who still believe “In
God we trust.” To them, the issues are
foundational. And, if you’ll pardon
my quick reference to a holy book,
when the foundations are being de-
stroyed, what should the righteous do?
Randy Singer is executive vice president of
gm Sguthern Baptist North American M/ssmn

oar

Hypocritical stand?

I always classify myself as a con-
servative. I realize that some may now
label me as a “crazy liberal” but I
question some Christians’
response to Judge Roy
Moore and the removal of
the Ten Commandments
monument.

First, I believe that the
Ten Commandments are
God’s perfect moral stan-
dard. They are not the 10
suggestions. They are not
open for debate being
compared to today’s worldly moral
standards. God’s perfect, holy, in-
spired Word has never changed.

My question is, “Have we made
Judge Moore’s monument a ‘graven

image’?” I know that the meaning of
the second commandment relates to
an image of God, but has this stone
monument become an idol? Do we
find ourselves worshipping a stone or
the Savior?

I have visited many
churches and rarely have
I'seen the Ten Command-
ments posted in God’s
house. I question how
many Christians who are
protesting have the Com-
mandments posted in their
homes. How many can
quote all 10? If we cannot
answer the previous questions with a
definite yes, sadly we are hypocrites.

I believe God’s desire is that we
write His commandments on our
hearts and display them in our daily

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION

KBB annual meeting highlights

“Missions Beyond the Edge” is the
theme for the 2003 Kentucky Baptist
Convention annual meeting, Nov. 11-
12, at Immanuel Baptist Church and
Rupp Arena in Lexington.

Two Tuesday ses-

Every church is encouraged to or-
ganize van or bus trips in order to con-
serve parking and enjoy great fellow-
ship as a church group. Although
school will be in session, it is my
prayer that youth groups

sions—starting at 8:30 a.m.
and 2 p.m.—as well as the
Wednesday morning ses-
sion starting at 8:30 a.m.,
will be held at Immanuel.
Exhibits, bookstore, regis-
tration and the annual Pas-
tors’ Conference also will
be at the church. The Tues-
day evening session, begin-
ning at 7 p.m., will be at the

Bill Mackey

within 100 miles will plan
to participate. It might be a
long time before they have
an opportunity like this
again. Senior adult groups
could plan an overnight trip
and attend the convention
session Wednesday morn-
ing. The appointment ser-
vice is a great way to pro-
mote missions in your

Lexington Center’s Rupp
Arena in order to accommodate the
crowd for a Southern Baptist Inter-
national Mission Board appointment
service.

It is anticipated that 76 new mis-
sionaries will be appointed. It will be
an inspirational experience with testi-
monies by missionaries, music by a
1,000-voice choir, information about
Kentucky partnerships and a challeng-
ing message by IMB President Jerry
Rankin.
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church and association.

Jim McKinley, an IMB missionary
for 34 years in Bangladesh and former
president of the KBC, has been en-
couraging associations and churches
to make specific plans to organize bus
and van trips. James Jones, former
pastor of First Baptist Church of
Campbellsville and also a former
KBC president, has assisted him in
Western Kentucky.

Churches or individuals orgamzmg
a bus or van ftrip can request parking

lives more than He desires we place
them on a granite monument and ig-
nore them in the lives of His follow-
ers.

Have the Ten Commandments
been removed from Judge Moore’s
courtroom? Certainly not! As long as
Judge Moore upholds them in his life
and allows God to lead Him in his
decision-making, the Commandments
will always stand.

If we want a grassroots return to
holiness in America, it must begin in
my house, your house and God’s
house. God never promised to bring
revival through the White House, the
state house or the courthouse. He has
promised to bring it through His peo-
ple. What is your decision?

Paul Sowders
Richmond

passes by filling out a form online at
www.kybaptist.org/imbappointment
or by calling the KBC communica-
tions/media department at (502) 254-
4731 or (888) 254-5713. A large park-

ing lot directly across the street from

the main entrance has been reserved
for vans and buses.

I met recently with the Baptist Fel-
lowship of Retired Missionaries in
Kentucky. Some of them have chil-
dren serving in countries where they
face great risk. If you want to experi-
ence real prayer and faith, participate
in a prayer meeting with these mis-
sionary parents!

Your presence will be a great en-
couragement to these new missionar-
ies. Some are accepting assignment to
countries where Christians are perse-
cuted for their faith. Some of these
could die as martyrs for their faith.
Your prayers will be a great source of
protection and power for these mis-
sionaries and their children. :

By our presence at Rupp Arena, we
can say to these wonderful mission-
ary appointees that they can count on

our faithful financial support and -

prayers.
Bill Mackey is executive director of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention

STEWARDSHIP

Is borrowing from
your retirement
plan a good idea?
By Don Spencer '

When you have an expense

that requires borrowing money,
you might be
attracted to a
unique lend-
er—yourself.
If you’re
ina401(k) or
a ‘403(b) re-
tirement
plan, it’s like-
ly that your
plan allows you to borrow from
your own retirement account..
~ Payments, including interest, are
credited back to your account.

There are two things that
make borrowing from your re-
tirement plan attractive. First, it’s
easy to do. Second, the rate is fa-
vorable—prime interest rate plus
1 percent. Sounds good! Well,
think again. Here are several
problems with this thinking:

0 A loan eliminates one of
your plan’s biggest advantages,
tax deferral. If you borrow from
your tax-deferred plan, money
used to repay the loan is taxed
once as income and again when
withdrawn in retirement.

0 The interest you pay back to
your account could be substan-
tially less than the amount your
account might have otherwise
earned. Over a period of almost
50 years, the prime plus 1 percent
interest rate would have averaged
8.26 percent while-the U.S. stock
market would have realized an
average return of 12.8 percent.
Obviously, there are relative brief
periods in the economy where the
‘reverse is true, but over the long
haul history teaches that you
would earn more being invested
than in repaying a loan.

¥ If you fail to repay your loan
as required, you could have ad-
verse tax consequences. In this
situation, the unpaid balance is
treated as an early distribution
from your retirement plan. Ordi-
nary income tax is due plus a 10
percent penalty tax if you are
under age 59 and a half. For some
employees in a 401(k) plan if
you leave your job before you’ve
repaid the loan, you must settle
the debt.

0 If you stop contributions to
your plan until your loan is re--
paid, you will significantly re-
duce your retirement benefit.
According to a recent study by
the General Accounting Office,
your plan could be worth at least
20 percent less by the time you
retire.

Borrow from your retirement
plan only if you can keep invest-
ing while you repay the loan and
after you’ve exhausted all other
avenues of funding.

Don Spencer is a certified financial plan-
ner and directs the Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s annuity department




OPINION

Parents can help young teens
find ways to build friendships

- Q: What steps can | take to encourage my mid'dle school

child to develop some solid friendships?

One good friend can make the difference between a great
year in school and a very painful one. The middle school
years are especially important due to the confluence of
factors that often heighten the need for added security in the
life of the young person. Increased
hormonal activity accompanied by
profound physical changes and
emotional swings occur close to the
same time that a child is changing
schools. Life for middle school students
can become very busy, exhausting and
confusing. .

Encourage your child to strive to be
an “initiative-taker” in building
friendships. Remind him or her to practice making eye
contact, smiling and greeting others by name each day. Being
able to walk down the hall, smile and call out names will
increase confidence and make it more likely thatan
acquaintance will blossom into a friendship.

One of the easiest ways to help young teens develop
friendships is to encourage extracurricufar activities. Whether

" the interest is playing an instrument in band or swinging a

field hockey stick, teens will more easily make attachments in
relation to some shared affinity. :

Teach your child how to interview as a core component of
conversation. It is a rare individual who does not enjoy talking
about himself. Learning to ask open-ended questions will help
your child make contact with almost anyone.

While your teen imitates the initiative-taking model of
Jesus (“You did not choose me, but | chose you.” John
15:16), remember that part of your task is to help your child
make good choices. Encourage potential friends to come to
your house. Involve yourself in the life of the school and
church youth group. Remember the counsel of Proverbs
27:17, “Iron sharpens iron; so a man sharpens the
countenance of his friend.”—Scott Wigginton

Q: My employer continues to make more demands on me
that often seem unreasonable as | get older. Sometimes
the tasks are very frustrating. | fear the frustration also is
impacting my attitude at home. How should | respond?

Retraining, formal education and self-directed learning are
necessary for older adult workers to continue building-on
previous knowledge and experience. Such needs are not
simply an age-related issue, however.

Rapid technological changes create obsolescence of
knowledge among all age groups. While middle-aged and
older workers need to update their skills, today the need for
retraining is shared by people of all ages.

A major issue today is ensuring equitable access to
training opportunities for older adult workers. Yet many of
today’s older workers who are in need of training are
casualties of a failure of industry, over many decades, to carry
out future-focused training programs.

Negative attitudes by older workers also can contribute to
alack of access to training opportunities. Older workers may
be reluctant to volunteer for training. This reluctance might be
due to feelings of inadequacy, fear of failure or fear of
competition with younger individuals. Supervisors, on the
other hand, often interpret lack of volunteering for additional

training as a lack of interest or motivation.

Such frustrations obviously can impact workers’ attitudes
at home, church and elsewhere. Seeking to integrate work
and learning is essential for continued adaptaﬂon satisfaction
and success.—Jon Rainbow

Family Forum writers are Suzanne Coyle, director of Cornerstone
Counseling for Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children; David Garrard,
minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; Jon
Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at Campbellsville Univer-
sity; James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in
Lexington; and Scott Wigginton, director of LifeCare Counseling at Wal-
nut Street Baptist Church in Louisville. Send questions for Family Forum
to Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail us at
wesrec@egarthlink.net.
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Colvin earned ‘Mr. Kentucky Baptist’ title

A.B. Colvin was neither the first nor the only Ken-
tucky Baptist minister to earn the nickname “Mr. Ken-
tucky Baptist.” But he definitely was among the most
deserving of the honorary title.

Colvin, who died Aug. 27 at age 85, served asa
Kentucky Baptist pastor and denominational leader
for nearly seven decades. He held numerous ministry
positions in such areas as missions, evangelism,
church-minister relations and administration
during 27 years on the Kentucky Baptist
Convention Executive Board staff. o

During his so-called “retirement,” Colvin
spent the past 18 years as special assistant to
the president and unofficial goodwill ambas-
sador for Oneida Baptist Institute. He also
found time during retirement to serve a term
as Kentucky Baptist Convention president
as well as several years as a convention par-
liamentarian.

But Colvin’s lengthy and impressive min-
istry credentials are not the things for which

he will be most remembered. His greatest Trennis Henderson

STRAIGHT
FROM THE

EDITOR

was a wonderful representative of all our work wher-

_ever he went—and he went wherever he needed to

go. He was unexcelled. I loved him dearly.”

B Bill Marshall (KBC executive director, 1983-
97): “A.B. was a joyful and consistent servant of
Christ who loved people and loved serving his Ken-
tucky Baptist family. He and Irene demonstrated a
beautiful expression of Christian marriage at its best.

Though leaving from us, his was the kind of
life that will be perpetuated through the
many people he encouraged and blessed.”
B Eldred Taylor (Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children executive director,
- 1981-88): “A.B. Colvin was an excellent
preacher who delivered a simple, clear, ef-
fective Bible message. In denominational
service he was a tireless servant, a friend to
pastors and an encourager to Christian lay-
men. Only eternity can record what this god-
ly man has meant to the Kingdom work of
our Lord.”
B Bud Underwood (Oneida Baptist Insti-

legacy will be his warm, gracious Christian

 spirit; his ability to turn strangers into lifelong friends;

and his willingness to travel anywhere across the com-
monwealth to serve the cause of Christ.

Colvin’s enthusiasm for Kentucky Baptist minis-
try is reflected in the fact that he led revivals, confer-
ences and other events in almost every Kentucky Bap-
tist congregation in the state. That meant countless
hours logging hundreds of thousands of miles on Ken-
tucky’s highways and side roads. And he consistently
did so with his trademark grin and soft chuckle.

Reflecting on Colvin’s distinguished life and min-
istry, those who worked closely with him over the
years expressed heartfelt words of tribute:

B Franklin Owen (KBC executive secretary, 1972-
83): “A.B. lived just down the hall from me in semi-
nary. I’ve known him and loved him for years. A.B.

tute president): “A.B. was one of those gift-
ed people who was willing to go about the Kingdom
business and happy to do whatever God wanted him
to do. He has been a huge spokesman for Oneida over
the years. He was quite content to do whatever, wher-
ever, whenever. He was a marvelous man.”

B Bill Mackey (KBC executive director): “A.B.
Colvin loved Kentucky Baptists and carried much of
the rich history of Kentucky Baptists in his mind and

* heart. He remembered the history of Kentucky Bap-

tists not due just to his sharp mind but due to the fact
that God used him to help shape the history of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention. A.B. was an encour-
ager. He was able to relate to everyone and keep his
sense of humor. He will be greatly missed by Ken-
tucky Baptists. For those who knew him and his min-
istry, he truly was ‘Mr. Kentucky Baptist.’”

Western christians face sobering accusation

By James Draper
NASHVILLE (BP)—Decisions

- we make change our lives and impact

our histories. Robert Frost captured
the magnitude of our choices in his
poem, “The Road Less Traveled.” He
chose one way and realized, “know-
ing how way leads onto way, I doubt-
ed if I should ever

. come back

ciples but is having difficulty finding
many in the evangelical church in
America. We’ve turned churches into
comfortable country clubs for mem-
bers when, in fact, the church is de-
signed for those who are not members.
People shop for churches like they
shop for automobiles or for groceries.
People want something that fills their

needs. We have missed

” to the the boat because we
crossroads of the orig- FIRST PERSON think Christianity is

inal choice.

My question is: Will Western
Christianity—essentially Christians in
the United States—shape history, or
miss an opportunity by our level of
commitment to Jesus Christ?

David Watson, an Anglican priest,
wrote two sentences that have haunt-
ed me for 21 years: “It is widely held
that the battle of the century will be
between Marxism, Islam and Third
World Christianity. Western Chris-
tianity is considered too weak and in-
effective to contribute anything signif-
icant to this universal struggle.”

That’s a sobering accusation I’ve
been unable to discredit. I fear that the
church in America has wandered
down one path when we should have
taken the other. The path opposite our
current direction is the path of a disci-
ple.

I believe Jesus is in search of dis-

about us. It is not. It’s
about God and His Kingdom come on
earth as it is in heaven. He has chosen
Christians to play a significant role in

showing the world what His Kingdom

looks like.

We need to understand five things
about discipleship if we are to move
from the path of missed opportunity
to the path of effectively contributing
to the cause of Christ.

0 Disciples are called by the Mas-
ter. You didn’t choose Him, He chose
you (John 6:44). Christianity is the
only faith system on earth where the
Master determines His followers. Sal-
vation is at God’s discretion, not ours.

0 Disciples have a personal rela-
tionship with the Master. This is the
essence of the Christian faith. It is not
cold doctrine. We are to be doctrinal-
ly sound, but our relationship with
Christ is preeminent.

B Disciples are under the authori-
ty of the Master. We can’t call Him
Lord and not do what He says. Ask-
ing Him what you should do next
without having yet done the last thing
He told you to do is called disobedi-
ence. There are no multiple-choice
questions with Jesus. He has a specif-
ic purpose for each life.

B Disciples become like the Mas-
ter. Measure yourself against Philip-
pians 2:5-8. How close are you to be-
coming like the Master when com-
pared with Him?

l Disciples are willing to sacrifice
for the Master. If Jesus endured hard-
ship and discomfort, why should we
expect any less? Discipleship carries
with it the obligation to risk and sacri-
fice. Jesus didn’t hide this, and in fact
said that we would be persecuted if
we identified ourselves with Him.

Western Christianity has retreated
from the battle for the souls of men to
the hollow pursuit of self-comfort. It
is widely held that the battle of the
century will be between Marxism, Is-
lam and Third World Christianity.
Western Christianity is considered too
weak and ineffective to contribute
anything significant to this universal
struggle.”

These words still haunt me. Do
they haunt you?

James Draper is president of LifeWay Chris-
tian Resources of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention
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“A.B. was a man
of integrity who
wanted to make a
difference for the
Kingdom of God.”
Paul Badgett, Kentucky

Baptist Convention
president

Colvin, ‘Mr. Kentucky Baptist,’ leaves ministry legacy

By Brenda Smith
Kentucky Baptist Convention

LOUISVILLE—A.B. Colvin,
known throughout the commonwealth
as “Mr. Kentucky Baptlst ” died Aug.
27. He was 85.

Colvin’s extensive travel, exhaus-
tive knowledge and ceaseless work on
behalf of Kentucky Baptists earned
him the nickname “Mr. Kentucky
Baptist.”

Colvin devoted most of his minis-
try career to denominational service.
He served in a number of capacities
as a member of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention Mission Board staff.

He joined the convention staff in
1958, and before his retirement in
1985 led missions, evangelism,
church-minister services and commu-
nications divisions and served as as-
sistant to the executive director.

By the time he retired, Colvin had
led revivals, conferences and work-
shops at more than 1,700 of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention’s then 2,300
churches.- He added to that number
considerably in his post—retirement
roles.

“A.B. Colvin spent a lifetime of
service to God and Kentucky Bap-
tists,” KBC Executive Director Bill
Mackey said. “God gave him the ca-
pacity to love and serve all people
without losing his sense of humor. He
has served more churches and associ-
ations than anyone in the history of
the Kentucky Baptist Convention.”

Former KBC president

Colvin continued his service to
Kentucky Baptists well into retire-

FAITHFUL SERVICE A.B. Colvin, a familiar
face and voice to thousands of Kentucky
Baptists, served 68 years as a pastor and
denominational worker.

ment. He was elected president of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention for
1986-1987, and served several years
as convention parliamentarian.

He also served as a special assis-
tant to the president of Oneida Baptist
Institute from 1985 until the time of
his death, traveling the state extensive-
ly promoting the work of the school.
He also served as administrator of the
school for seven months in 1994.

Colvin was so passionate about
Oneida’s mission that he began his
work with Oneida the day after his
retirement from the KBC, and was
prepared to move from his home in
Louisville to Oneida. Barkley Moore,
president of OBI at that time, encour-
aged him to stay in Louisville and
continue traveling around the state

conference where they will:

prayer”.

prayer leaders.

g

\ KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION

Church Prayér Coordinators

and Leaders Conference

Tuesday, September 23, 2003
10:30 am - 3:00 pm
Severns Valley Baptist Church
Elizabethtown, KY ;
Every church should send their prayer leader to this

e Hear nationally known author
and prayer leader, John Franklin.
e Be equipped to lead their-
church to become a “house of

e Find assistance in developing
a plan for their prayer ministry.

e Receive encouragement
through- networking and fellowship.
e Experience prayer with other

e Hear what God is doing across
Kentucky through prayer.

e |earn about resources that .
will help them to grow a great prayer mlnlstry

The conference is free and lunch will be provided.

Registration is required by Sept. 16" by

contactmg Linda George: (502) 245-4101 ext. 256

or Linda_George@kybaptist.org.

promoting the school. Colvin refused
any compensation, and instead chan-
neled money from speaking engage-
ments or services into the A.B. and
Irene Colvin Scholarship Fund, which
now totals more than $325,000.

“No one can do what he was do-
ing,” said Bud Underwood, current
president of Oneida Baptist Institute.
Colvin’s passion for the mission of
Oneida Baptist Institute, coupled with
his encyclopedic knowledge of Ken-
tucky Baptist churches and people
made him an unparalleled advocate,
he said. “There’s just not a person who
knows as many people as he did. No
one can fill the void that’s going to be
left by AB.”

He also was named to Campbells-
ville University’s board of trustees in
1994.

His positive spmt wisdom and
commitment to quality in Christian
higher education leaders were hall-
marks of his ministry, said John
Chowning, vice president for church
and external relations at Campbells-
ville University. But he will be re-
membered by those who knew him
more for his spirit than anything else,
he added.

“A.B. would want to be remem-
bered for his love of Jesus Christ and
his commitment to Him,” Chowning
said. “He was a very humble man, and
that spirit of humility is one we should
emulate.”

Born in 1917 in Pendleton Coun-
ty, Colvin graduated from the Univer-
sity of Kentucky in 1939 and earned

a master of theology degree from
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in 1942.

He married Irene Shearer in 1942
and they had two daughters, Cassan-
dra and Cynthia.

Pastor and professor

Colvin was pastor of several Ken-
tucky Baptist churches before enter-
ing denominational service, including
Bethany Baptist Church and
Lawrenceville Baptist Church in Wil-
liamstown (1940-1942), South Side
Baptist Church in Covington (1946-
1952) and First Baptist Church of
Lebanon (1952-1958). His ministry
was briefly interrupted during World
War II, when he served as a civilian.
personnel officer in the U.S. Army Air
Force.

He was a professor at Boyce Bible
School (now Boyce College) of
Southern Seminary from 1977
through 1998. He also was a trustee
of the Baptist Sunday School Board
(now LifeWay Christian Resources)
from 1953-1961.

Colvin also served as an interim
pastor at a number of Kentucky Bap-
tist churches throughout his ministry,
and was a charter member of Hurst-
bourne Baptist Church in Louisville.

Funeral services were held Aug. 30
at the chapel of Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary. Memorial gifts
may be made to the A.B. and Irene -
Colvin Scholarship Fund at Oneida
Baptist Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY
40972.

child's education

I he Annuity Board has helped Baptist ministers and church
employees with these needs since 1918. Learn about insurance
plans and AB Funds Trust investment opportunities that can help

you, your spouse and family.

1-800-262-0511

You face many
Investment

For more complete information about AB Funds Trust, including charges and expenses
that apply to an investment in the funds, call 1-800-262-0511 for a prospectus. Read it
carefully before you invest or send money. Shares of the AB Funds Trust are distributed
by PFPC Distributors, Inc., 760 Moore Road, King of Prussia, PA 19406.

needs in
your
lifetime.

www.absbc.org
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Church-state issues await Gongress

By Rob Marus
Associated Baptist Press

WASHINGTON (ABP)—When
Congress returns to session next week
from its month-long summer recess,
a host of church-state issues will be
on the agenda, from gay marriage to
school vouchers.

The most visible debate may be
over gay marriage. A proposed con-
stitutional amendment that would lim-
it marriage and marriage-like benefits
to opposite-sex couples—in some cas-
es overturning state and local laws—
appears to be picking up momentum
in Congress.

The Federal Marriage Amend-
ment, sponsored by Rep. Marilyn
Musgrave (R-Colo.), likely will re-
ceive committee hearings in the fall.

But other church-state issues are
further along in the legislative process
and may get action earlier thls fall.
Among them:

I Religious dlscrlmmatlon in hir-
ing. The issue of religious discrimi-
nation in federal programs likely will
resurface in Head Start legislation.

‘When the House passed a bill July
24 that reauthorizes funding for the
Head Start early-childhood-education
program, it included a provision ex-

plicitly allowing religious organiza-
tions receiving Head Start funds to
discriminate in their hiring practices
on the basis of religious ideology. This
would repeal anti-discrimination pro-
visions under which Head Start has
operated for years.

In May, the House added similar
provisions to the Workforce Reinvest-
ment and Adult Education Act of
2003. Critics of government funding
for social service programs at church-
es and other religious organizations
claim it’s part of a wider plan by the
Bush administration to enact Bush’s
“faith-based initiative” in a piecemeal
fashion.

Both bills will come up in the Sen-
ate, where the hiring-discrimination
provisions are expected to face stiffer
opposition in that chamber than they
did in the House.

1 School vouchers. On Sept. 4, the
House is expected to take up a Dis-
trict of Columbia appropriations bill
with an expected Republican amend-
ment to start a school-voucher pro-
gram for D.C. public-school children.

The scholarships for low-income
children could be spent at private
schools, including religious schools.
Church-state separation.advocates and
many public-school adyocates strong-

Dr. Briscoe’s Theme:
Other Motivation Factors
Dr. Briscoe is Minister-at-

Large and former Senior

of Telling the Truth

i The Second Annual

Pastors and Church
Leaders Conference

September 25-26, 2003 - Campbelisville Univeréity

The Gratitude Attitude and

Pastor of EImbrook Church,
Brookfield, Wisconsin; head

Ministries, an international
TV, radio, and web ministry;
author of 40 books includ-
ing Vital Truths to Change Your Life and books on the
lﬁ fruit of the Holy Spirit; preacher at

‘k events in more than 100 countries; and
minister to pastors, missionaries, and
lay leaders at numerous events on all
continents.

For registration or more information please contact
the Campbellsville University’s Office of Church and
External Relations at 270.789.5520 or e-mail us at
jechowning@campbellsville.edu or visit us online at
www.campbellsville.edu.

Campbe]lswlle
UNIVERSITY

~

ly oppose vouchers. Last year the Su-
preme Court declared an Ohio vouch-
er program constitutionally valid.

Previous attempts to create D.C.
voucher programs have failed, but the
latest program got a boost earlier this
year with unexpected endorsements
from Washington Mayor Anthony
Williams and the chair of the city’s
school board.

I Churches and political en-
dorsements. Legislators who think
churches should be allowed to endorse
or oppose political candidates without
losing their tax-exempt status are ex-
pected to make a second attempt to
amend Internal Revenue Service
codes. :

The latest version of Rep. Walter
Jones’ (R-N.C.) “Houses of Worship
Free Speech Restoration Act,” cur-
rently in a House committee, has man-
aged to gain 159 co-sponsors at last
count.

Although the House soundly de-
feated a similar bill last year, it has
strong support from many Religious
Right leaders and organizations.

Opponents claim the bill threatens
religious liberty and gives religious
groups political privileges that other
tax-exempt organizations would not
enjoy.

Mississippi hlgh
court rules fetus
has ‘person’ status

JACKSON, Miss. (ABP)—M issis-
sippi’s highest court has ruled that a
fetus is a “person” worthy of some
legal protections under state law.

In a ruling that one of the court’s
justices criticized as an attack on abor-
tion rights, the Mississippi Supreme
Court ruled Aug. 21 that a Bolivar
County, Miss., woman had the right
to pursue a wrongful-death lawsuit on
behalf of her unborn child. The fetus
was 19 weeks old at the time the wom-
an miscarried.

The 6-2 ruling means that, under
Miississippi’s wrongful-death statutes,
fetuses can be included under the def-
inition of “person.”

Tracy Tucker sued a car-reposses-
sion company, a credit union and a
Cleveland, Miss., doctor and hospital
after suffering a miscarriage in 1997.
She alleged that emotional distress
brought about by the repossession of
her automobile and misdiagnosis by
medical professionals led to the mis-
carriage. The ruling allows her to pro-
ceed with her lawsuit. 5

Under Mississippi law, women al-
ready had the right to sue for the
wrongful death of babies born prema-
turely or late-term fetuses that other-
wise would have been expected to live
had they been born. This new ruling
expands that right to mothers with
unborn children that have not reached
viability outside the womb.

Justice Chuck McRae, in a dissent-
ing opinion, said the act was an as-
sault on the right to abortion estab-
lished by the U.S. Supreme Court’s
1973 Roe vs. Wade decision.

But Justice Jim Smith, writing the
majority opinion, said the ruling
would not affect the rights of doctors
to perform abortions.

Democratlc presndentiat candldate Al Sharpton supported
‘Riley’s $1.2 billion tax program. Riley has called the tax
package needed to fulfill the biblical requirement of taking
_care of the poor. The endorsement by the black minister is a
double edged sword, said University of Alabama political
science professor David Lanoue: ‘ iate hi

; _ . A had a total member-
ship of approx:mately 8 at the end of 2002, ELCA Sec-
retary Lowell Almen said e was caused by 27
churches disbanding, 17 churches leaving the denomination,
fewer new members and removing more than 186,000 peo-

ple from church membership rolls.

WESTERN RECORDER ® SEPTEMBER 2, 2003 7




NATIllN

Council lists best
and worst TV

The Parents Television
Council recently released
a list of the best and
worst TV shows of the
seven major broadcast
networks for the 2002-
03 season.

The council measures
shows’ appropriateness
for family audiences
from a content
perspective. It includes
an analysis of the
frequency of foul
language, sexual content
and violence as well as
the time slot, target
audience, themes and
program plotlines.

Those ranked best (with
the network that airs
them) are:

1Touched by an Angel*
(CBS)

2 Doc (Pax)

3 Sue Thomas F.B.Eye
' (Pax)

4 7th Heaven (WB)

5 Life with Bonnie (ABC)
6 Smallville (WB)

7 Reba (WB)

8 Star Search (CBS)

9 George Lopez (ABC)

10 8 Simple Rules for
Dating my Teenage
Daughter (ABC)

Ranked worst by the
council are:

1C.S.1. (CBS)

2 Kingpin** (NBC)

3 Fastlane (Fox)

4 NYPD Blue (ABC)
5 Fear Factor (NBC)
6 Angel (WB)

7 Girlfriends (UPN)

8 Will & Grace (NBC)
9 Friends (NBC)

10 Big Brother 3 (CBS)
* Cancelled

** Short-term series,
concluded
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Continued from page 1
sexual talk or behavior.

B One in three shows (32 percent)
have sexual behaviors, while the rest
talk about it, the foundation found.
One in seven (14 percent) include de-
pictions or implied instances of the
act.

I In late January, the Parents Tele-
vision Council gathered 7,000 mem-
ber complaints in two days regarding
NBC'’s failure (except on the West
Coast) to censor a crude word from
its broadcast of the Golden Globe
Awards.

I A study by the council, a Los
Angeles-based advocacy group, found
an average of 9.5 instances per hour
of sex, foul language and violence on
so-called “reality” shows. It reviewed
38 programs over a 16-month period
ending last May.

“‘Reality’ is an interesting word,”
said Eric Shafer, director of commu-
nications for the Evangelical Luthe-
ran Church in America. “Program-
ming around sex has no touch with
reality. And we see continuing sex
with no consequences—partners
jumping into bed and (nothing about)
pregnancy or other consequences.”

Broadcast TV networks seem
ready to push the envelope even far-
ther this fall when it comes to sexual
content, according to a recent article
in USA Today. “New comedies and
dramas such as NBC’s ‘Coupling’ and

| Fox’s ‘Skin” will exploit such racy

topics as sexuality and the multibil-
lion-dollar porn industry.”

Boycott, ban or inoculate?

The question many Christian par-
ents ask is how they should react to
objectionable programming they
don’t want their children watching.

One is a ban, which one of Clark’s
sons did after reviewing current TV
fare. Other than a couple of children’s
programs on Family Net, the parents
only let their youngsters watch videos.

Many parents won’t go that far, but
Clark said they must recognize their
role as gatekeepers. They can’t allow
their kids to watch whatever they
choose. '

“We must become media literate
and make good choices,” said Clark,
current chairman of National Reli-
gious Broadcasters and the new pres-
ident of Palm Beach Atlantic Univer-
sity in West Palm Beach, Fla.

‘REAL’ TV? Critics say 'reallty shows” such
as “Paradise Hotel” promote premarital sex
without showing the consequences. (FOX-
TV photo)

Clark faults the church for its si-
lence on the issue of television: “Talk
with your children. There’s some
good evidence that you can inoculate
your children. Help them understand
what’s wrong with (objectionable pro-
grams).”

Melissa Caldwell, director of re-
search and publications for the Parents
Television Council, said parents must
set clear guidelines and demonstrate
the viewing behavior they want their
children to learn.

She recalled her father’s disdain for
soap operas as one example. While he
never prohibited her from watching
them, he said they were stupid and full
of inappropriate content.

“I didn’t want to disappoint him,
so I didn’t watch them,” Caldwell
said. “It’s not enough to just say ‘You
can’t watch ‘Friends’ and then send a
child off into another room while
Mom and Dad ... watch ‘Friends.””

This is especially important, she
said, because of her belief that the “V
chip” is too confusing for most par-
ents. A technological advance in use
the past three years, the chip allows
parents to block out programming
based on a network ratings system.

But Caldwell said surveys show
few parents are using it. And, because
each network determines its own rat-
ings, the result is an inconsistent stan-
dard.

Finally, she thinks parents who
object to crude shows should make
their voices heard via letters, e-mails

1-'5-Passeng’e Van Safety
ls B;g News thes ‘Days!
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* Mini-Bus
» 15 Passengers
(No CDL)

* 2/1 Seating

= Center Aisle

o Low First Step

e Raised Roof

= Longer Wheelbase

» Dual Rear Wheels
@l * Steel Construction

can your church hur’

e, 4
dcadlines in action!

« Charitable Organizations

and Child Transportation

Businesses are at Risk!

CHURCH BUSES

Carpenter Bus Sales, Inc.
Nation's #1 Church Bus Dea

and phone calls. Otherwise, Caldwell
said, TV networks, advertisers and
producers assume nothing’s wrong.

“We have found the sponsors are
much more receptive than the net-
works,” she said. “Advertisers care
what the public thinks because they’ve
got to sell their products to the pub-
lic.”

Parental examples

Cliff Vaughn, a Baptist ethicist in
Nashville agreed that teaching chil-
dren discernment is preferable to
pushing for a ban of questionable pro-
gramming.

Vaughn of the Baptist Center for
Ethics, said children often see banned
programming as “forbidden fruit.”

“We want to teach them to read
books critically; we should be teach-

ing them to watch TV critically,” .

Vaughn said. “Instead of saying, ‘Bad,
bad, bad,” we should explain why.
Parents have to model good behavior,
teach discernment and keep the lines
of communication open.”

Vaughn, the culture editor of the
center’s EthicsDaily.com Web site,
agrees that most parents don’t want
their children watching shows like
“Jerry Springer.” But deeper implica-
tions often get overlooked, he added.

A conference for those who work with
and care about teenagers.

Designed for anyone who works with young people in the
church, the Vision Conference offers 40 breakout sessions.
Topics include: effective youth ministry, counseling in youth

ministry, parenting ministry, and much, much more. Guest

speakers include acclaimed youth ministry professionals from
across the United States including Jay Strack.

N

For instance, he said, many people
get upset about off-color language and
sex, but they overlook the fact that
greed drives much of what Hollywood
produces.

Not only do the networks’ pro-
gramming choices revolve around
money, he believes it isn’t even accu-
rate to call them anti-Christian. If TV
executives could make money on
Christian programming, rest assured
they would do it, Vaughn said.

“The Christian community wants
to talk about sin, but greed ... has
more relevance to people than a lot of
other sins we talk about,” he said.
“Part of our challenge is saying ‘No’
and resisting the lure of (materialism).
Teaching our children and demon-
strating saying ‘No’ is difficult.”

So is exercising judicious use of the
set, he said. While not planning to toss
his TV, Vaughn said he plans to use
more discernment this year with the
quality and quantity of his viewing
time.

He suggests that parents concerned
about children’s exposure to harmful
influences can lead the way in read-
ing more books, exercising and talk-
ing with friends.

“Most of us could use more human
interaction,” Vaughn concluded.

Featured Guest Speaker: Jay Strack

Jay Strack is an effective communicator, author

and minister from Orlando, Florida, and the founder
of Student Leadership University, which is a premier
training center for Christian students.

Presented by the National Center for Youth at Boyce College
on the campus of The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
Louisville, Kentucky
Registration: Before Sept 1: $55.00; After Sept 1: $59.95

For more information, contact the National Center for
Youth Ministry at (502)897-4207 or cym@sbts.edu
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Offering and the Cooperative Program

Season of Prayer for State Missions

and

EI|za Broadus Offering

September 2003
Offering Goal: $1,000,000

Contact Kentucky WMU for state missions teaching materials, posters,
offering envelopes, promotional ideas and a FREE state missions video.
Toll-free: (888) 254-5726

Read about ministries of Kentucky Baptists through Baptist
centers, language missions and restorative ministries in the
Sept. 9 issue of the Western Recorder.

P. O. Box 436569, Louisville, KY 40253- 6569 - (502) 244-6485 - Toll-free: (888) 254—5726

.Funding for this publication made possible through contributions to the Eliza Broadus

Fall 2003

ACTEENS ON MISSION Acteens from Kentucky joined more
than 6,500 Acteens from across the United States and 19
other countries at the National Acteens Convention in Nash-
ville in July. Read all about NAC on page 2 of this insert.

SADDLE UP! Girls experienced adventures of all sorts at
Mission Adventure Camp for Girls at Cedarmore this
summer. Read more on page 3 of this insert.
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In September each year we kick off a new church
year. What better way to start the church year than
with our Season of Prayer for
State Missions. Our theme,
Many Ministries, One Mis-
sion, reminds us that Ken-
tucky Baptists are engaged in
many different and varied
ministries all with one mis-
sion—to share the good news
- of Christ. You are invited to

- pray, give to the Eliza Broad-

" us Offering and get involved

Joy Bolton in a hands-on ministry.

Executive  Hands-on ministry is what

Director-  Qperation Missions LINK is

Treasurer  all about. Missions LINK, the

new expansion plan for Ken-

tucky WMU, is our determined effort to involve more

people in missions. On Saturday, Sept. 6, we hope

that churches across Kentucky will engage in a min-

‘istry that touches lives and shares Jesus with the lost.

'We encourage you to choose a need in your commu-

nity, plan a ministry project and invite everyone in

your church to get involved. What a great day across

Kentucky with simultaneous ministries taking place

all over our state. If you cannot participate on Sept.

6, please choose another time in September to par-
ticipate in Operation Missions LINK.

The 2003 state missions materials were mailed to
each church WMU director or contact person in June.
The 2003 materials include a video, poster, prayer
guide, promotional ideas, a master article and teach-

“ing plans for adults, youth, children and preschoolers.
The materials are undated and may be used anytime
during September. All materials are provided free of
charge.

Our thanks to Larry Brannin and the KBC com-
munications department for their assistance in pro-
ducing the 2003 state missions video. This year’s
video and printed materials feature three ministry
areas: Baptist centers, language missions and restor-
ative ministries. Read about these ministries in next
week’s Western Recorder.

We are grateful to report that the 2002-03 Eliza
Broadus Offering surpassed the basic goal of
$850,000. All funds received beyond this basic goal
will be used to help start new churches in Kentucky
and assist with special missions ministries across our
state. We continue to stretch toward the million dol-
lar mark in our giving for state missions. The 2002-
03 offering year closed on Aug. 31. Gifts received
beginning Sept. 1 will be credited towards the 2003-
04 offering. Thank you for your falthful support of
Kentucky missions.

Through Missions- LINK, we are intentionally
seeking to expand WMU work in Kentucky churches
and associations. Linking Involvement, Needs and
Knowledge for missions is the purpose of this effort
to involve people in missions, instill a heart for a lost
world in our children and ultimately win more people
to Christ. Kentucky churches need WMU, not to have
an organization for women, but because of the out-
comes of what we do. A lost world needs a Savior.
May we answer God’s call to pray, give, teach and
minister.
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Information
for WMU
Directors

Thirty-six years ago
I sat down to my
manual typewriter
(that would slide
under my desk) to
communicate with
‘Woman'’s Missionary
Union leaders who
were working with
children birth through
eight years old. These leaders were
Sunbeam Band leaders. Many of
you may have been children in
Sunbeam Band at that time.

At lunch recently a waitress
asked me, “Did you work in camp
at Cedarmore?” She was a GA
from Ninth and O Baptist Church
in Louisville more than 30 years

. ago! We never know what the far-
reaching effect may be in the lives
of those with whom we share a
commitment to missions.

Ideally, by this time of year,
leaders forall WMU organizations
have been elected, trained and have
the materials they need. Members
and leaders are excited about reach-
ing new people and participating
in missions projects that will help
many people. Sharing God’s love
with others is a duty, an opportu-
nity and a privilege.

Missions LINK is an effort to
involve more people in missions
and improve the quality of the
things we do. As you plan and lead,
pray that God will use you to do
His work, and work with the
knowledge that He is the One you
most want to please.

What plans are you making now
that will help folks love the Lord
and have a concern for missions in
the future? Are plans and promo-
tions in place for your emphasis on
the Season of Prayer for State
Missions and the Eliza Broadus
State Missions Offering? Do you
have your envelopes, posters,
prayer guides and video? Is the
time scheduled to show the video?
Has your church set a challenging
offering goal?

& Missions LINK Day is the

time for all the church to be in-
volved in doing “helping” projects
for others, especially those who
may not be a part of your church.
Involve preschoolers, children,
youth and adults.

¢ Participate in the Kentucky
Baptist Convention-sponsored
100 Days of Prayer, Sept. 7-
Dec. 15.

# Take note that the two fall re-
treats at Cedarmore will be in Sep-
tember and the Jonathan Creek

retreat will be in October. Make

reservations now.

¢ Participate in the Baptist
Women’s World Day of Prayer,
Nov. 3.

# Be aresponsible citizen! Vote
in the November elections.

¢ Plan to be present for the In-
ternational Mission Board mis-
sionary appointment service at
RuppArena in Lexington on Tues-
day, Nov. 11. This will be a part of
our 2003 Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention annual meeting.

—Anna Mary Byrdwell
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Adults

Did you know that God is into “new”? In
Mathew 9:17, Jesus told His disciples that new
wine can’t be poured into old wineskins or the
skins will burst and the wine will be ruined. Isn’t
it odd how resistant we all are to change? Jesus
knew exactly how we as a people are supposed

to be: flexible, able to change and not be ruined.

On that note, let me tell you about some exciting
things that are happening in Kentucky WMU as
ON 2, well as some resource changes that
\‘}" 4, have taken place.
8 % _ Missions LINK is the new
< = five-year emphasis on growth
and doing things with excel-
lence. Make this the year that you
set goals for your group and yourself to really
be on mission for God.

L

The-Baptist Women’s World Day of
Prayer is Nov. 3. If no associational event
has been scheduled, consider
planning a time in your
church for prayer for

women all over the world. © 5.
Check with your associa- = =
tional Women On Mission

consultant.

A new resource available for any Adults
on Mission group is the Adults on Mission
Plan Book Volume III. This is a year-long
planbook full of great ideas and monthly em-
phases for being on mission. If you are in-
volved in Adults on Mission, this resource is
invaluable.

The Women on Mission Resource Kit has

been changed slightly. Now there are two op-
tions for purchase and use. The first option is
the kit called Posters Plus ($28.79) that pro-
vides handouts and all the helps for leaders,
plus wonderful visuals to support articles in
Missions Mosaic. The second option is the
same kit without the posters and is called
Leader Helps and Handouts ($9.59). Call
national WMU Customer Service toll-free at
(800) 968-7301 for your subscription.

Don’t forget about WMU Fall Retreats at
Cedarmore on Sept. 19-20 and 26-27 and. at
Jonathan Creek on Oct. 10-11. Brochures are
available from the Kentucky WMU office. Just
call toll-free (888) 254-5726 for more infor-
mation or a brochure.

—Jennifer Martin

Youth

Wow! What a busy summer for Acteens!
More than 500 Acteens participated in events
across our state. More than 40 Acteens at-
tended Mission Adventure Camp, 30 or so
attended Acteens Splash and 440 went to the

. EE National Acteens Convention in

Nashville in July. Each of

vc' ,VJ: these events provided fun
times of inspiration and en-

couragement for our Acteens.

NAC was a truly special
event. It was thrilling to wor-

ship with more than 6,500 girls
from almost all 50 states and 19 other coun-
tries. Kentucky Acteens rented Nashville’s
Hard Rock Café on Tuesday evening for a
special night of fun. Kentucky Acteens joined
fellow Acteens in prayer and ministry projects
and experienced the Global Village. The mis-
sionaries and special speakers encouraged the
young women to lead God-filled lives on mis-
sion for Him.

Mandy Warden of Post Oak Baptist Church
in Russellville served on the National Acteens
Advisory Panel throughout the convention.
She performed in numerous theme interpre-
tations and helped lead the singing. At NAC

in Louisville in 1998, Mandy
dreamed of serving on the na-
tional panel for NAC 2003.
Her dream came true. Who
knows? Maybe another Ken-
tucky girl is dreaming the
same dream for NAC 2008.
The Mag was introduced at
NAC. The Mag is the new
curriculum piece for Acteens
and replaces Accent. By now,
you should have received
your first copy of The Mag
and The Mag Leader. If you
didn’t attend training at World
Missions Unlimited, be sure
to attend your associational
training so you will be famil-
iar with the new curriculum.
Youth on Mission Night
is fast approaching. It prom-

ises to be a great event this year. We ON M{r your young people to get more in-
will meet at the Baptist Student Union <. volved in missions. The event is
building at the University of Ken- & ©  Oct. 17-18 and information will
tucky. Lorie Loonie, a former Jour- ;‘z be mailed soon to all Youth on

neyman in Poland, will be the main
speaker. She is energetic and will inspire

KENTUCKIANS AT NAC About 440 Acteens from across the
commonwealth attended the National Acteens Convention,
July 29-Aug. 1 in Nashville.

Mission leaders.
—LaRaine Dail

Preschool/Children
MISSION FRIENDS

The influence Mission Friends can have in the lives
of preschoolers is a-part of God’s plan as the founda- ‘-,
tion of missions attitudes and concepts is being devel- =
oped. Start, Share and First Steps in Missions 2003-E
2004 are essential tools that will enable you to provide
developmentally appropriate activities for each child. Use
the 2003-2004 WMU Year Book as a planning guide throughout the

year.

September is the time you will want to involve preschoolers in the
Season of Prayer and Offering for-State Missions. The study mate-
rial for preschoolers focuses on ministries to the deaf and is available
from your WMU director or Kentucky WMU office. Launch the state
missions emphasis by involving preschoolers in Operation Missions

Involve girls currently enrolled in GA as well as women who have

oN FR,
&,

more.

been GAs. A celebration will be a great way to recognize what GA
has done over the past 90 years as well as provide a look toward the
=  future. The GA 90" Birthday Kit, available from WMU in Birming-
¥ ham, contains party planning tips, banner, posters, invitations and

GA has a new pledge, motto and two Scripture verses which will
encourage girls in the 21* century to be all God wants them to be.

More information about these can be found in Aware and on the Web

LINK, a simultaneous missions project day across Kentucky on Satur-

day, Sept. 6. -

Plan now to introduce preschoolers to missions in the Balkans
through the International Missions 2003 Preschool Teaching Guide.
The unit contains activities and stories and can be taught during a church-
wide study in December or during any regular class for

preschoolers.

GIRLS IN ACTION

Happy 90" Birthday, GA! Join in the celebra-
tion by having a birthday- party in your church.
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CHILDREN IN ACTION : ~7
Attention all agents! You are invited to come to S '
the Children in Action Missions Day Camp on
Saturday, Sept. 13, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at Cedar Crest (lo-
cated on the grounds of Cedarmore). Boys and glrls in grades 1-6 will
meet international and North American missionaries, make new
friends, learn about God and His creation, participate in a ministry
project, play games and lots more. The cost is $10 per person. Contact

N
\&\ 4/0
S Zz

at www.gapassport.com.
Over the years, GA has touched many lives. Today, GA still is

moving forward. As a leader you can do your part in God’s plan as

you lead girls to discover their -part in His plan as well.

What an exciting Joumey'

Kentucky WMU for more information.

—Brenda Price



President’s Perspective

Could you be the missing link???? Kentucky WMU
is launching a five-year growth plan called Missions
LINK, and you could be the very person to help this
program get off the ground in your part of the state.
We are encouraging churches to start WMU organi-
zations or new groups in their churches. Please pray
about your involvement in Missions LINK.

‘World Missions Unlimited is exciting because I
get to see SO many women across our
state who love missions and are com-
mitted to further the cause of missions
in their churches and associations. God
needs every one of us to work in the
fields. It is not always the easiest thing
to do, but remember as someone has

- said, “God doesn’t need our ability;
He needs our availability.” We must
be faithful. Could God be calling you
to be a new GA leader or a facilitator
for a new Women on Mission group?
Associations will offer their yearly
training events for church leaders soon;
so watch for the dates, mark your cal-
endar and go receive the training you
need to tackle that new job.

I have just returned from the National Acteens
Convention in Nashville. What a great week it was!
The missionary speakers and international teens were

. my favorite things. About 440 Kentucky Acteens were
among the more than 6,500 in attendance. Acteens
gave $13,380 to the WMU Vision Fund to support
WMU ministries. Every time I have attended NAC, I
have come home inspired and excited about what can
be done with and for Acteens in the local church. God
truly is working in the lives of our teens. He is using
them in a mighty way and preparing them for service
in His Kingdom. It is a blessing to be a small part of
that process. If your church does not have an Acteens
organization, begin praying for a leader. You may even
need to put feet on those prayers!

Please actively promote the Eliza Broadus Offer-
ing in your church. “Many Ministries, One Mission”
is our theme. Invite someone from our Kentucky
WMU speaker’s bureau or use your Acteens, GAs or
Women on Mission members to speak in your church
and tell the story of some ministries across our state.
Show the new state missions video so that your church
can see some of the wonderful things going on in
Kentucky. The amount you gave in our last Eliza
Broadus Offering was the largest that Kentucky has
ever received, but many missions programs still were
not funded because there were more needs than funds.
Let’s all try to give a little more so more folks can be
reached for Christ.

A wonderful kick-off for the year in Women on
Mission is the fall retreats. Jennifer Martin, our in-
terim adult consultant, has been planning a fun as
well as spiritual time. Many times, Women on Mis-
sion meetings in our churches don't provide enough

Cathy Chinn
Kentucky
wmu
president

personally as we would like. When women travel to-
gether, room together and experience a retreat together,
they bond.

Please pray for the KY WMU Executive Board
meeting on Oct. 23-26. We will meet at Cedarmore
and have important decisions to make. Thank you for
being a part of this meeting with us through prayer.

In August 2004, the Olympics will be held in Ath-
ens, Greece. Kentucky WMU hopes to have mission
teams there just as we did in Salt Lake City'in 2002.
The details are not known at this time. Please begin
praying about this event and start saving your money.
If you want to be involved but cannot go, help make
it possible for someone else to go. If you are inter-

Union Street, Hartford, KY 42347.

My husband, George, and I returned home to West-
ern Kentucky at the end of August when our two
years of service were completed at the Wendell Belew
Center in Eastern Kentucky. We were blessed to have
been a part of that ministry and pray for its continued
growth.

—~Cathy Chinn

time for women to really get to know each other as

ested, contact me at (270) 298-7570 or 503 East
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Camp Focus, “I’s AL ABout You, GOD,” PROVES TRUE

R

The adventure continued this summer at-Mission Ad-
venture Camp for Girls at Cedar Crest Camp, located at
Cedarmore Baptist Assembly in Bagdad. Camps and
overnighters drew 620 campers. The week-long Girls in
Action and Acteens camps as well as the Mother/Daughter
Overnights provided many opportunities for fun, making
friends and developing a deeper relationship with God.

The camp theme, “It’s All About You, God,” encour-
aged campers to learn about God’s wonderful plan for each
of us, how we can know His plan and live for Him right
now. Daily quiet times, Bible studies in the cabins and wor-
ship times focused on the theme.

Campers had time for fun and adventure in horseback
riding, archery, prayer -hiking, swimming, crafts and a
campfire cookout complete with s’mores.

They met “real live” missionaries who serve in the Phil-
ippines, Paraguay and Bolivia as well as our own summer
missionaries who served on the camp staff.

Campers also learned about the special needs of MKs
returning to the States to begin college. They were chal-
lenged to give, knowing that for each $10 given, a MK
would receive a backpack. Their missions donation of
$980.49 was used for the backpacks and for the Mission-
ary Kid Re-Entry Retreat hosted by Kentucky WMU in
August at Jonathan Creek Conference Center.

Throughout the summer, campers responded to God’s
plan for their lives. Nineteen made professions of faith, 17
rededicated their lives to Jesus, four responded to the call
to serve in missions and one responded to the call to Chris-
tian service in a fulltime church-related vocation. We re-
joice in these life-changing decisions of eternal consequence
and give all praise and glory to God.

~ —DBethann Ayers

Participate in ProjectHELP:
Restorative Justice

Has your church partici-
pated in a Restorative Justice
ministry project? Can your
people define “Restorative Jus-
tice”? Woman’s Missionary
Union is entering the second
year of this Project HELP em-
phasis.

If you have not done. so,
consider completing the “Vic-
tims and Victims Services As-
sessment” and the “Law En-
forcement and Cnmmal Justice Professionals Assess-
ment” on pages 57-58 of the Restorative Justice Minis-
try Resource Guide (available from national WMU and
LifeWay Christian Resources). The fall mailing from
Kentucky WMU to each church will include a report
form on which you can share about your activities.

3-A

Kentucky WMU hosts
MK Re-entry Retreat

Almost 100 international missionary kids who are
returning to the United States to attend college this fall
gathered at Jonathan Creek Conference Center for the
2003 MK Re-entry Retreat, Aug. 7-10. This year, Ken-
tucky WMU hosted the retreat which is sponsored an-
nually by the International Mission Board.

Our thanks to all of you who donated school sup-
plies and snacks, gave money to help with retreat ex-
penses, met MKs at the airport, drove a van or bus to
transport the MKs or have adopted an MK for the year
ahead. Thanks especially for your prayers for this spe-
cial event and for the MKs. Please continue to pray for
them as they start college and are separated from their
families.
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A Story To Tell

Kentucky WMU Fall = il e
Retreats 2003 . Youth on Mission Night 2003

Sept. 19-20, Cedarmore ' ‘ The RO Ck

Women On Mission, Baptist Nursing . -
Fellowshipe, o _ Speaker: Lorie Looney, Poland

Collegians on Mission : ‘
Featured Speaker: Delaine Blackwell '

Sept. 26-27, C'ec;’armore
Women On Mission 1 :
Featured Speaker: Kay Mackey B&ptlSt Stlld&llt
Oct. 10-11, Jonathan Creek
Weomen On Mission, Baptist Nursing
Fellowship
Featured Speaker: Stuart Calvert

For information or brochure
Contact: Jennifer Martin
Toll-free (888) 254-5726

jennifer.martin@kybaptist.org

Kentucky WMU Heritage Fund gifts

. S e : March 1-May 31, 2003
THANK YOU FOR ADOPTING ‘
The Kentucky WMU Heritage Fund is an endowment to provide funds to promote, develop and sustain the

: S UM M R M ISS IONARI ES work of Kentucky WMU. We invite you to make special gifts to the Heritage Fund or donations in memory of or
Thank you for ; in honor of a WMU leader, loved one or special friend. You also may include Kentucky WMU in your will and/or
Umon summer request that gifts to Kentucky WMU be made in your memory. Please contact Kentucky WMU for Heritage Fund
envelopes or information about making a planned gift. We have a great heritage through Kentucky WMU. Be a part
of sustaining our work into the future.

, adopt : .
i > oL i ’ Heritage Fund donors from March 1-May 31, 2003, include:
| . “ Donor: In Honor Of: Donor: In Memory Of:
] =
Joy Bolton Greenup Baptist Association * Dudley & Pat Reaves Ruth Gillespie
Calendar . wWMU Maribeth Hambrick Enola Wheat
S Pat Howard Kentucky WMU Maribeth Hambrick Llewellyn Rogers
eptember Anonymous Bruce Walzer, director of Maribeth Hambrick Elnora Carpenter
6 Operation Missions LINK : : ' missions 5 Adele Ransdell Mrs. J.C. Garriott
Super Saturday, Unity Baptist Church, Ashland Frankie Johnson Utha B. Deen Bonnie Cecil Alice Tilghman
» Super Saturday, First Baptist Church, Paducah Juanita Gaines Rina Inman Bonnie Cecil ‘Enola Wheat
13 Children in Action Missions Day Camp, Cedar Crest |  and Pat Stone Joan Wheat Eliza Lee Owens
’ 14-21* Week of Prayer for State Missions and Eliza Laurel River Baptist ~ Ann E. Moffett Charles Davis
Broadus Offering (*suggested date; materials are As§oc|at|on Roy S. Faulkner Ann E. Moffett Frank Rohrer
undated) Frankie Johnson Jane Kent
18-19  Appalachian Regional Ministry Summit, Berea Patricia Reaves 2gﬁtrth;flf&rSon Baptist . Special Gifts Donors
Baptist Church, Berea Elkham Bapti iati Barry Allen
ptist Association :
19-20  Women on Mission/Baptist Nursing Fellowship/ WMU Utha B. Deen James Hill
Collegians Retreat, Cedarmore Elkhorn Baptist Association
26-27  Women on Mission Fall Retreat, Cedarmore wMU : Maribeth Hambrick
October : o
10-11  Women on Mission/Baptist Nursing Fellowship Donor: In Memory Of: 450_ a_ttend -2 World Missions
Retreat, Jonathan Creek - : e - Unlimited events
‘ .| Bettie Wright Dixie Walker Sams
12 . Wend Hunge Sy Mike and Linda Alexander
17-18  Youth on Mission Night, Baptist Student University and family Dixie Walkef Samis In July, more than 450 people participated in
Building, University of Kentucky Carolyn Simpson Thelma Mengedoht World Missions Unlimited at Calvary Baptist
23-26  KY WMU Executive Board Meeting, Cedarmore Mary Pat Price and j Church in Lexington and Beaver Dam Baptist
© Susan Price Edsel Pate : Church in Beaver
November Calvary Baptist Church, - Dam. A variety of
3 Baptist Women’s World Day of Prayer Lexington Ruby Lamar special interest and
11-12  Kentucky Baptist Convention Annual Meeting, Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Doss  Ruby Lamar leadership training
Immanuel Baptist Church, Lexington \{Vlley g”d (i\e"e"? Ft?‘” : Enola Wheat conferences were
IMB Missionary Commissioning Service, Immanuel R e N ER | offered to prepare
Baptist Church, Lexington : P church and asso-
p : g - . Russell County Baptist o
30-12/7 Season of Prayer for International Missions and Association WMU Ehola Wheat ciational WMU
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering Jennifer A. Holland : ?"‘3 Bflgth;lfhood MISSIONS LEADER Joni
; Nelson Baptist Association ‘ caders lorthe year  Breeding, a member of the
December WMU Lllewellyn Rogers ahead in missions  Kentucky WMU resource team,
11/30-7 Season of Prayer for International Missions and Bettye Deen Stull Todd Fields education and in- - Jeads a conference for Mission
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering Utha B. Deen Todd Fields volvement. Friends leaders.
Frankie Johnson Leota Claxon
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Writer: Light

candles instead of

cursing darkness

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

CHICAGO—After nearly 30 years
in mothballs, “Davey and Goliath”
will reach a new generation of chil-
dren this December, and a spokesman
credits parental demand for the resur-
rection of the popular, stop-motion an-
imation figures.

Eric Shafer, director of communi-
cations for the Evangelical Lutheran
" Church in America, said one of the
leading requests in a 2002 survey of
its members was more resources for
families.

“It’s tough out there; help us!”” Sha-
fer characterized the responses.
“There weren’t a lot of specifics, but
things like educational resources and
Bible study resources. ‘Davey’ is part
of our response.”

The Lutheran group, which holds
the rights to the television series,
raised $800,000 to air the holiday spe-
cial. Though still searching for a net-
work home, this fall ABC affiliates are
scheduled to broadcast a documenta-
ry about “Davey.”

Airing the show originally from
1960-75, the ELCA hopes to produce
13 new, half-hour episodes next year.
Its purpose is to teach such values as
parental wisdom, God’s goodness and
God’s love of children, Shafer said.

The potential resumption of the
series illustrates what he sees as the
best way for Christians to combat slea-
zy programming: Create positive al-
ternatives.

It’s easy to shun television and just

Kentucky Baptist
State Ministers

Your cost:

* $20 pre-registration fee (non-refundable);

SPONSORED BY:
KENTUCKY

POPULAR SHOWS David and Gary Johnson created “Doc” and “Sue Thomas: F.B. Eye,”
the highest rated shows in PAX’s history. The brothers wanted Christians to enjoy the

shows, but also wanted them not to be so preachy that non-Christians wouldn’t watch.

W Left: Billy Ray Cyrus plays Doc Cassidy. M Right: Deanne Bray and Jeff Douglas share

a scene in “Sue Thomas: F.B. Eye.” (PAX TV photos by Steve Wilkie)

say, “Turn it off,” Shafer said, but that
isn’t realistic. Pointing to a survey that
showed two-thirds of Americans get
most of their information about reli-
gion from TV, the Lutheran minister
said Christians must pay attention to
the medium.

Creating positive alternatives

“It’s one thing to put a show on
PAX,” he said, referring to the fami-
ly-oriented network. “But we need to
aim for large networks. We need to
support Christians and Jews in Holly-
wood who want to produce whole-
some programming.”

Such support can take the form of
watching good programs, telling
friends about them, and buying prod-
ucts from those shows’ advertisers,

Shafer said.

“We do need to do more creating
and less complaining,” he added. “The
whole thing as Christians is: How
much do we dive into the culture?
Every time we do, that’s highly con-
troversial.”

Still, it can be done, as shown by
David and Gary Johnson, brothers
who created “Doc” and “Sue Tho-
mas.” The highest rated shows in
PAXs history both average close to a
2.0 rating (roughly equal to two mil-
lion households) on Sunday nights.

Though neither takes an overtly
Christian point of view, both feature
positive role models. Though they
want to produce shows that Christians
will enjoy, they can’t be so preachy
that non-Christians won’t watch, Gary

'OURNAMENT 2003
SEPTEMBER 15 - 16

Georgetown, KY
CREATIVE MINIST

RIES DEPA
BAPTIST CONVENTION AND GEORGETOWN COLLEGE

Cherry Blossom Village Golf and Country Club

RTMENT,

Facfs:

covers food and door prizes. Made payable

to KBC.

* $35 cart and green fees (includes 18 holes

Monday- paid to the course).

** FREE Golf on Tuesday, compliments of
Georgetown College.

* $69 Monday night @ Hampton Inn. Please
be sure to make your own reservations. Cut-
off date is Sept. 10th. Call 502-867-4888

** Upon receipt of registration, a letter with full
information about the tournament and a

Monday
*Make your own tee times

beginning at 8:00 am. Tell them you are a -

brochure/layout of the course will be mailed

to you.

KBC tournament participant. Please book
7 days in advance.

*Banquet/Door prizes/Flights -
6:30pm @Georgetown College.

Tuesday

*7:00am Continental Breakfast
@Golf Course. 8:00am Shotgun Start.

*Four to Five Flights of KY
Ministers only; one Flight for all other
golfers.

*1st, 2nd, 3rd place trophies will

be awarded for each flight.

Questions? Call Tom Smoot - (502)244-6465

or (888) 254-5714 (in KY)

Email: tom.smoot@kybaptist.org
For tee times, contact Cherry Blossom Country Club @(502) 570-9849

*Golfers should be completely

finished by 2:00pm on Tuesday.

Johnson said.

Like Shafer, Gary Johnson said
parents can take positive steps to sup-
port wholesome programming, such
as applauding advertisers on positive
shows and buying their products.

Communicating with networks

With the Internet, it is much easier
to express opinions, said Johnson,
who insists networks and advertisers
pay attention to letters and e-mails.
“Let the powers that be know there are
people out there who do have a prob-
lem with a lot of things that are com-
ing out these days.”

The success of shows like “Doc”
—which regularly outdraws major
network competition in several of the
top 40 TV markets—could make the
rest of the industry take notice of fam-
ily-friendly programming, he said.

“Without a doubt (Christian in-
volvement) helps,” Johnson said. “We
know where the line (of good taste)
is.”

David Clark said parents should
remember the power of positive rein-
forcement.

“What we don’t do well is say
‘Thank you’ when we see quality,”
said the former president of Family
Net television network. “We mainly
just complain when we don’t like
something. It only takes a few min-
utes today to send an e-mail.”

Christians have played a key role
in spreading the Fort Worth, Texas-
based network to 31 million homes,
nearly 30 percent of the nation’s TV
homes, Clark said. Many have insert-
ed notes with their payments to local
cable companies, asking them to add
Family Net to their lineup.

In addition, the Dish Network re-
cently added Family Net to its basic
tier of 50 channels, Clark said. “The
notes make a huge difference.”
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NATION

“Do evangelical | By Michael Foust

Christians really | Baptist Press

want to say that | NASHVILLE (BP)—Evangelical
this United States | leaders James Dobson and Pat Rob-

ertson came down on opposing sides
of the Alabama Ten Commandments
controversy last week as Richard

government is no
nger a legitimate

government?” | Land released a further elaboration of

L ) his position.
lichard Land, president Speaking on his daily Focus on
of the Southern Baptist | the Family radio program, Dobson
Convention Ethics & | said he supports Alabama Chief Jus-
Religious Liberty | tice Roy Moore and “strongly” dis-
Commission | agrees with evangelicals, like Robert-

¢ son and Land, who have criticized
1 Moore’s legal strategy.

Robertson and Land both said they
believe Moore’s Ten Command-
: ments display is constitutional, but he
- should have obeyed a federal court
{ order and removed the monument.

“We're at a turning point, a pivot-
al point in the history.of this coun-
try,” Dobson said orr'a conservative
Christian radio show. “This is just not
another issue. ... There are times when
you have to respond to a higher law.”

Dobson encouraged listeners last
week to go to Montgomery, Ala.,
where more than 100 of Moore’s sup-
porters were camped out in front of
the state judicial building, hoping to
stop the monument’s removal.

Land, president of the Southern
Baptist Convention Ethics & Reli-
gious Liberty Commission, noting
that the issue “has sadly and sharply
divided evangelical Christians,” said
the court order must be followed and
the judicial system allowed to work.

“Do evangelical Christians really
want to say that this United States
government is no longer a legitimate
government and that we are no long-
er obligated to obey its courts when
we disagree with their rulings?” Land
wrote in a commentary for Baptist
Press. “If so, let us understand it for
what it is. It is insurrection. I want to
reform this government, not rebel
against it as an illegitimate govern-
ment beyond repair.”

Convictions & strategy

Land repeated his support for the
public display of the Ten Command-
ments in public buildings and said he
will “continue to do everything” he
can “to encourage evangelical Chris-
tians to rise up and reform this gov-
ernment and its courts.”

Some displays fly under radar

beginning in the 1950s. Some reports state the
push dovetailed with the release of Cecil B. De
Mille’s “The Ten Commandments” film in 1956.
Another monument sits in front of City Hall in
Norwalk, Ohio. '

Ray Vasvari, legal director of the American
Civil Liberties Union in Ohio, said there are
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commandments fight splits hlgh profile evangellcals

REMOVED Workers prepare to remove a monument of the Ten Commandments from public view in the Alabama Judicial Building
Aug. 27 in Montgomery, Ala. (RNS/Reuters photo by Tami Chappell)

Christians must not “support de-
fiance of the law by officials sworn
to uphold the law,” he added. He of-
fered a hypothetical situation that
could occur if Moore’s actions are
followed elsewhere.

“If the U.S. Supreme Court over-
turned Roe v. Wade, would we sup-
port the California State Supreme
Court defying the U.S. Supreme
Court and saying that since their state
constitution explicitly guarantees the
right to privacy, they planned to defy
the federal government and continue
to permit abortion on demand in Cal-
ifornia?”’

Robertson, founder of the Chris-
tian Broadcasting Network, said that
while there is “no question” that the
monument is constitutional, “we are
people who respect the rule of law.”

“This tactic was designed to bring
about a confrontation which was not

 Lorain Safety Director Craig Miller sald he
"‘hasnt heard a peep” about the near|y 6-foot-tall
marker in his city. .

~ “It's a nice monument,” Miller said. “We’re not
plannmg on taking it down.” Several officials said
they did not even know the monument existed.

necessary,” Robertson said. “Had
they requested a stay, they would
have gotten an automatic stay, then
they would have had the chance to
bring a legitimate appeal before the
United State Supreme Court and it
would have taken some time. In that,
they could have framed an argument
that might well have won.”

The Supreme Court and the U.S.
House of Representatives both have
Ten Commandments displays in their
chambers, Robertson noted.

If Moore had asked the Supreme
Court, ““How is what I’ve done in Al-
abama any different from what you
do in your court?’ then the Supreme
Court would have had to deal with
it,” he said.

Robertson said that Moore’s law-
yers have “left those of us like you
and me who want the command-
ments up in public places in a quan-

dary. I regret that this has been done.
But I think people like Jim Dobson
and others need to understand how
judicial processes work. It’s just a
question not of principle but of tac-
tics

State or federal authority

But Moore said that federal justice
Myron Thompson, who ordered the
monument removed, “has absolute-
ly no authority, power or jurisdiction
in this area, and it’s that simple. He is
coming down as an interior decora-
tor of our courts.”

Dobson said he is concerned that
the assault by judges on the Ten Com-
mandments monument is part of a
larger plan to eliminate religion from
the public square. “And that’s where
this is headed. If we don’t stop it here,
they’re going to have to sand blast
half the buildings in Washington.”

‘Daydpring

*"Whereby the DAYSPRING | from o high hath visited us.”

‘caluring:

§ pﬂtt_)’ CllI‘l, Speaker, Soloist & Artist
Fri. evening, Sept. 19, 6 - 8:30 p.m.
(registration begins at 5 p.m., dinner at 6 p.m.)
Sat., Sept. 20, 8: 45 a.m. - 12:30 p m.

Facility accessible to the handicapped
Limited Preschool childcare available by reservation.
Severns Valley Baptist Church

401 West Poplar Street, Elizabethtown, KY 42701, 270-765-7822

An inspirational
cveat just for vomen

Luke 1:78




The state has made your will

There is no law in Kentucky that
says you have to make a will. How-
ever, there is a law that dictates what
happens to your property if you do
not have a will. It is called the Ken-
tucky Intestate Succession Statute.

In other words, the Common-
wealth of Kentucky has a will for
all of you who do not make your

own. Some people do not
see a problem with not
having a will or estate
plan. However, as a
Christian you should rec-
ognize you have the right
and the responsibility to
decide how your proper-

ty will be distributed at

your death, along with
other important decisions
included in your will.
Under Kentucky’s
statute, there is no way
for you to.benefit your

KENTUCKY
BAPTIST
FOUNDATION

e

Barry A

llen

More often than not it will cost

your estate more, if you die with-
out a will, than it would have cost if
you had made a will. Furthermore,
in the case of minor children, the
state will have to determine who
will care for them and who will
manage any funds or property they
inherit. At age 18 they will receive

all of their inheritance to
use as they wish.

You have the option
to decide who will get
what, who will be the
guardian of minor chil-
dren and who will be the
fiduciaries of your estate
plan. By making a will
and/or other estate plan-
ning documents you, not
the state, decide. It also
makes it possible for you
to add a Christian dimen-

church or other Baptist causes with-
out a will or some other estate plan-
ning document. Most surviving
spouses will not be happy with the
will the state has for them. Neither
will the never married, widowed or
divorced be happy. Since the state
cannot know your wishes concern-
ing your survivors, each will get a
share of your probate estate based
solely upon each one’s relationship.
to you. In some cases, if there is no
one the state considers an heir, your
assets will become the property of

the state.

sion and to incorporate

any tax savings alternatives into
your plan.

Call toll-free Laurie Valentine

for estate stewardship consultation
at no cost.

Barry Allen is president of the Kentucky
Baptist Foundation, 10605 Shelbyville
Road, Louisville, KY 40223; (888) 254-
5701; www.kybaptistfoundation.org

Visit any of the kids served by

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children,
and you’ll see it.

Children die daily from injuries caused by child abuse. In
Kentucky alone, more than 18,600 children were proven to
have been abused or neglected in 2000. Twenty-one of
those died as a result of abuse or neglect, according to
the Child Welfare League of America. At KBHC, we talk a
lot about child abuse, its effects and how we might prevent
it. What we really do, though, is help kids overcome it. Call

us to find out how you can help.

Triad East, Suite 200
10200 Linn Station Road
Louisville, KY 40223

1-800-456-1386

e,

KENTUCKY BAPTIST HOMES
FOR CHILDREN
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Bible Crossword

Across

1 The prophet who went up to
heaven in a whirlwind
(2 Kings 2:11)

6 A son of Jeroboam
(1 Kings 14:1)

11 Moses’ brother

12 Humble

13 “Even unto lthieland ___"
(Proverbs 30:1)

14 Capital of Moab (Isaiah 15:1)

15 “That ____should be a kind of
firstfruits” (James 1:18)

16 Preposition

17 His Highness, abbr.

18 A snooze

21 Iron, chem. symbol

22 Giants (Deuteronomy 9:2)

25 A minor objection

27 Europium, chem. symbol

28 “____tempteth he any man”
(James 1:13)

31“___, supposing him to be
the gardener” (John 20:15)

33 The fourth son of Midian
(Genesis 25:4 nkjv)

34 “They came to 4
(2 Samuel 24:6)

35 Therewere 70 ____

Exodus 1:5)

37 Smallest state, abbr.

38 Reflection of sounds

41 Not consulted

42 Ahasuerus’ chamberlain
(Esther 1:10)

44 Last book of the Old Testament

45 “I will praise thee with
uprightness of ____ "

(Psalm 119:7)
s -
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49 “To the dwelling of __ "
(Numbers 21:15)

50 French article

51 Los Angeles, abbr.

52 General Motors, abbr.

Down

1 “Two years before the ___"
(Amos 1:1)

2 A note to follow So

3 Eldest son of Caleb
(1 Chronicles 4:15)

4 Moses' mother (Exodus 6:20)

5 A son of Seir the Horite
(Genesis 36:20)

6 A river of Damascus
(2 Kings 5:12)

7 The general under Deborah
(Judges 4:8)

8 “Surely the Lord _____in this
place” (Genesis 28:16)

9 “There is neither ___nor
Greek” (Galatians 3:28)

10 “___, every one that thirsteth”
(Isaiah 55:1)

19 Pastry crust and filling
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20“David ... dwelt in strong holds
at " (1 Samuel 23:29)

21 “His hands shall also ____it”
(Zechariah 4:9)

22 the works were finished”
(Hebrews 4:3)

23 Nehemiah, abbr.

24 To become absorbed in thought

26 Prejudice

29 One of David’s wives
(1 Chronicles 3:3)

30 17th camp of Israel from Egypt
(Numbers 33:5-21)

32 Less soft

36 “____ | make thine enemies thy
footstool” (Psalm 110:1)

39 Scorch ;

40 A son of Joktan (Genesis 10:28)

43 “Out of whose womb came the
7" (Job 38:29)

44 Pa’s wife

46 For example, Lat. abbr.

47 “I ____ Alpha and Omega”
(Revelation 21:6)

48 Preposition

11
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“He wants the
whole world to
know the price

Jesus paid for our

salvation.”
Gary Hearon, executive
lirector of Dallas Baptist

Association, on Mel
Gibson

Baptlsts |mpressed by Mel Glbson S mowe, motivations

By Tammi Reed Ledbetter
Baptist Press

DALLAS (BP)—Mel Gibson’s
upcoming movie “The Passion” rep-
resgnts the sufferings of Jesus in a
way that surpasses all earlier efforts
by cinematographers, according to
several Baptists who viewed a rough
cut of the film in Dallas.

“It is certainly the most graphic
and dramatic portrayal (of the Cru-
cifixion) I've ever seen,” said Gary
Hearon, executive director of Dal-
las Baptist Association.

“I didn’t see anything I’ve not
read in Scripture, but I saw it in a
more graphic way because it was
portrayed before our very eyes. You
see the flesh and blood flying as a
result of the scourge.”

Southern Baptist Convention
President Jack Graham called the
film “biblical, powerful and poten-
tially life-changing.”

“The thing that I’'m most excited
about,” Graham said, “is the oppor-
tunity it’s going to give those of us
who preach the cross to explain the
meaning of the cross and message
of the cross to untold millions of

| people who are going to be asking

questions about the cross and why
Jesus died.”

Graham, pastor of Prestonwood
Baptist Church in metropolitan Dal-
las, said he was particularly im-
pressed with the quality of the film,
the accuracy of content and the

PASSION Mel Glbson right, directs a scene from “The Passion,” which has stirred the
passions of Christian viewers for its powerful recounting of Jesus’ crucifixion.

ting display and demonstration of
the Crucifixion.”

R-rated violence

“Graphic is the most accurate word
to express what we saw,” added Janet
Denison of Dallas whose husband,
Jim, is pastor of Park Cities Baptist

- Church in Dallas.

“I would not use the word enter-
taining with this movie at all. It was
very difficult. At one point I wanted it
to be over,” she said.

Yet she said she intends to take her
two sons, ages 15 and 17, to see the
movie when it is released. “I have

overall emotional impact.
no question it is the most hard-hit-

“There’s
them see it with me ...

thought about it a lot. I would prepare
and talk about

it afterward.”

The movie, scheduled to be re-
leased on Ash Wednesday next
spring, will have an R rating.

Denison said that could cause more
parents to see the movie with their
children. Several members of the
screening audience pressed Gibson
over their concern with the rating, she
noted. “He said it will stay R-rated,”
Denison recounted, “but added that
the Bible is R-rated” in some of its
content.

Graham said parents would have
to make a decision about whether their
children are mature enough to handle
the film. “It is extremely violent be-
cause the cross was violent,” he stat-

ed. While many Christians do not see
R-rated movies of any kind, he be-
lieves the exceptional quality of The
Passion makes the movie an exception
to that rule.

“Twenty-five years ago we never
would have seen anything like this,”
Herron added. He said he is hopeful
that the rating will not prevent people
from seeing it. “The evangelism will
come later.”

Ed Young Jr. of the Dallas-area
Fellowship Church in Grapevine,
predited the film will be one of the best
evangelism tools in modern history.

“I think people will go to it and
then flood into the churches seeking
to know the deeper implications of the
movie. That’s where we have a chance
to capitalize.”

Gibson’s motivation

Hearon said he was impressed with -
Gibson’s determination to fund the
entire project in order to achieve his
purpose. “He wants the whole world
to know the price Jesus paid for our
salvation.”

Young said he believes Mel Gib-
son has “the legitimacy, track record
and authority to carry a project
through” as well as a personal rela-
tionship with Jesus that motivates him
in producing this movie.

“I admire him for his stance, for
taking all the arrows,” Young said.
“It’s a bold and gutsy move on his
part, but when you’ve been touched
by Jesus like he has been, then that’s
the response. He simply wants to share
this message out in the world.”

We lost a wonderful friend today!

Today (Aug. 27) I received a phone call that I
knew I would be getting sooner or later. I was
told of the death of Dr. A.B. Colvin shortly after
noon. I did not have the fortune of knowing Colvin
for decades like many of his friends. I first heard
.of him when we were building two 6,000-square-
foot greenhouses in 1988. One of our two green-
houses was purchased by Ballardsville Baptist
Church and given to OBI in honor of A.B. and
Irene Colvin for their faithful work for Kentucky
Baptists.

ly death of my predecessor, Barkley
Moore, in January 1994. Colvin was
asked to serve as the administrator un-
til the trustees could select a new presi-
dent. The board wanted to call him the
interim president, but: Colvin asked to
simply be called the administrator.
While I have never asked any of the
trustees, I believe that if he had consent-
ed, Colvin could have been Oneida’s
next president.

While I did see Colvin from time to  F1T|RNR
time when he was on campus, I did not ONEIDA
really get to know him until the untime-

W.F. Underwood

ness. He never complained or asked for anything.
In the true spirit of Oneida, he served for 18 years
without a salary as the assistant to two presidents.
He received no compensation for all the hours he
spent representing and promoting this ministry.
He was given only a small traveling allowance to
help cover his expenses. God only knows how
many miles he has traveled during the past 18

years.
Colvin was an early riser and often returned
home very late in the evening. Colvin

was to Kentucky Baptists and to this
ministry if his loving wife, Irene, had
not been willing to sacrifice countless
hours and days of personal time and
companionship. He could go freely
about the Kingdom business because of
Irene’s dedication and understanding.
Shortly after he agreed to serve
Oneida’s needs, he established the A.B.
Colvin Scholarship Fund for OBL
Colvin put any gratuities and love of-
ferings he received for preaching and
pulpit supply into the fund. Hundreds

In those eight months I began to re-
ally know Colvin. We were all devastated and
confused following Moore’s death. Colvin was the
right person at the right time. He brought encour-
agement, wisdom and something we all needed
very badly, humor. There was never the slightest
bickering. Everyone understood that Colvin was
at the helm and he would see us safely to shore.

When I was asked to serve as president, Colvin
graciously agreed to help me as he had assisted
Moore. His help and wealth of knowledge was a
tremendous comfort to me, especially during those
early, difficult years. Colvin never sought any rec-
ognition, but simply went about the King’s busi-

of checks and monetary gifts given to
him during the past 18 years went into the fund.
Today that fund is valued in excess of $325,000!
The income from the fund helps provide scholar-
ships for some of Oneida’s most needy students.
We lost a dear friend today. We will miss his
wit and his encouraging, bountiful laugh. Ken-
tucky Baptists lost a devoted friend, too. Colvin
was a Kentucky Baptist through and through. It is
no wonder that he often was referred to as “Mr.
Kentucky Baptist.”
W.F. Underwood is president of Onelda Baptist
Institute, P.0. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www.oneida
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org

could never have been the blessing he -

With nine active members, some
people might think nothing much
happens at Fonde Baptist Church.
At the June Homecoming, about
350 people filled the auditorium,
some coming from Australia.

“The rich heritage of Fonde as
a mining camp is recalled at the
homecoming,” Pastor Jeff Griggs
said. “Former members return, or
family who grew up in
Fonde. This summer
most of them came to
see the changes in the
church.”

Fonde Baptist Church
was founded in 1911. At

" the height of the mining
work, more than 1,000
homes covered the sur-
rounding hills; 11 homes
are now in Fonde. The
present church building
was constructed in the
1930s; time and declin-
ing membership left it
with major problems. Water seeped
into the basement classrooms; the
back corner foundation was crum-
bling. After a Mississippi volunteer
team canceled, Pastor Dwayne
Southwood and four other men
from Calvary Baptist Church in
Frankfort (the Griggs’ home
church) worked two weekends re-
modeling the restrooms.

In retirement, Neil Webb, a
1950s Fonde pastor, and his wife
became members of the Molders

ande Church celebrates at homecoming

-by Mrs. Webb, the class adopted the

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

Class at Central Baptist Church in
Fountain City, Tenn. Encouraged

Fonde community as a mission
project. Class members came three
times a week for two summers.
They tore out the old flooring, add-
ed concrete around the foundation,
installed outside drainage, installed
insulation and drywall on interior
walls and repaired the
kitchen and rest room fa-
cilities. Useable classes
increased from three to
five. “I gave the Molders
Class a modest list of
needs,” Griggs said.
“They took the ball and
ran. It is amazing what
they have done.” Materi-
als were provided with
$50,000 in gifts, much of
it from people who attend
annual homecomings.
The church is grateful
that Clear Creek is near-
by. They have looked to the college
for pastors for many years. Griggs
is now in his third year as pastor. A
spiritual highlight for the year was
the baptism of 65-year-old Fonde
resident Lawrence Lawson. “I
sometimes wonder why the Lord is
doing this,” Griggs said. “I’m just
grateful for the opportunity to serve
the church and help keep a witness
going in this community.”
Bill Whittaker is president of Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College, Pineville, KY 40977
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Not dead

Author explores
how dying patients
want to be treated

By Mark Wingfield
Texas Baptist Standard

DALLAS (ABP)—“People who
are dying are still living.”

That’s the key message of a new
book based on 10 years of interviews
with people who are terminally ill.
And it’s a message the author, David
Kuhl, wants caregivers, ministers and
family members to understand before
it’s too late.

Kuhl, a medical doctor, developed
a palliative care program for cancer
and AIDS patients in Vancouver, Brit-
ish Columbia. From that, he obtained
a grant from the Soros Foundation to
study the emotional, spiritual and
physical issues facing those who know
the end of life is near.

His book, “What Dying People
Want,” draws on both biblical and
non-biblical texts to illustrate the sto-
ries told to him by people from their
20s to their 80s who were diagnosed
with terminal cancer or AIDS. His
subjects ranged from his own patients
to individuals he never knew before.

Kuhl confesses he wishes he knew
earlier what he knows
now—a desire applied to
watching both a roommate
and a father-in-law die.

“In the case of my fa-
ther-in-law, my wife and I
would not have left his
room the last night of his
life just because the hospi-
tal staff told us to go home,”
he writes. “The change in
his breathing pattern was
such that they must have known that
he was dying. We left without saying
the goodbye we would have said,
without speaking the truths we would
have spoken. We were not there to
hold his hand even in his unconscious-
ness. That time was so precious, but
the opportunity to complete our rela-
tionship evaded us because we didn’t
know what to do or to say—other than
to believe the doctors and nurses.”

From this platform, Kuhl address-
es health-care providers, the dying and
loved ones of the dying, imploring
them to demonstrate greater sensitivi-
ty and seize the time that remains.

Interviews with the dying

Out of his interviews with the dy-
ing, Kuhl identifies nine common con-
cerns, ranging from changing percep-
tions of time to the importance of
physical touch to the need to speak
and hear truth to the search for spiri-
tual meaning at the end of life.

“For the most part,” he concludes,
“they wanted to be heard and to be
understood simply for who they were
in the world.”

The announcement of a terminal
diagnosis marks a change in the way
people perceive time, Kuhl reports. It
signals not only an ending but a be-
ginning—‘an opportunity to ask what
the time remaining in your life means
to you.”

yet

He quotes the work of
two other researchers—
James Diggory and Doreen
Rothman—who asked 550
people to prioritize seven
consequences of death. The
No. 1 concern was the grief
their death would cause rel-
== atives and friends.

Kuhl confirms this finding, but
adds that this fear actually may reduce
the quantity and quality of conversa-
tion that occurs between the dying and
their loved ones.

“For some people, the need to take
care of others is greater than their de-
sire to alleviate their own fears and
anxiety by speaking about those emo-
tions,” he explains.

Reviewing one’s life

Anxiety may be reduced by engag-
ing in a life review, Kuhl suggests.
This exercise “simply means living in
the present while looking at the past,”
he writes. “It enables the individual to
reconsider life events, relationships,
successes, failures.”

Like Adam and Even facing expul-

sion from the Garden of Eden, the pro- -

nouncement of a terminal illness
‘moves a person into a new reality,
Kuhl contends. “‘Our naivete about life
as we know it ends. Dying becomes
part of our reality. We can’t go back.”

Life review ultimately should lead
to an experience of transcendence, “a
spirituality that extends from the core
of their being to a spirit that cannot be
contained,” Kuhl writes.

Among a number of practical tips
Kuhl addresses:

B The importance of physical
touch. To illustrate the power of touch,
he draws on the biblical story of the

_-_By Dawd Bnggs
»_ Relrgion News Service

 SHAKER HEIGHTS, Ohio (RNS)-—-Peggy McMickle came

home on the subway from working all day in downtown
Manhattan to prepare dinner. Her husband, Marvin,a
graduate student, was relaxing on the couch watching Walter
Cronkite and the nightly news.

- Atthe end of the show, he waiked mto their small kitchen

-~ and told his wife, “All is rnght with the world.”

~ She turned to him and said, “Maybe in the world, but not
in this apartment.”

~_ Sitting together recently on the couch in their Shaker
Heights, Ohio, home, the McMickles smiled as they recalled
the story from the early days of their marriage. But when it

~ happened, both remembered, it was a

 painful moment of truth.

~ They had a long talk, and their domestlc
responsibilities were reordered.

‘It wasn’t fun that day, but I'm sure it

- has helped contribute to these 28 years of

marriage,” said McMickle, pastor of Antioch

Baptist Church in Gieveland.

. Inanew book, “Before We Say | Do: 7

. Steps to a Healthy Marriage,” published by
Judson Press of Valley Forge, Pa., -
Mchckle tries to help couples practice the honest

- communication he believes is essential to wedded bliss.
_Itis a modern marriage manual in that it addresses issues
such as AIDS, interfaith relationshlps and feminism.

- But the focus is on marriage as an act of faith, where both

; parties:envision’their-union based on the biblical principles of
the two people becoming “one flesh” for life.

“I'm not in the ,dlvorce bpsmess," says McMickle who

woman with a 12-year hemorrhage
who touched the hem of Jesus’ gar-
ment and was healed.

“People who are dying often feel
‘out of touch’ physically and emotion-
ally. They feel that no one knows their
experience. They feel isolated. They
crave physical contact.”

0 The sources of pain. The physi-
cal pain of a terminal illness might be
intertwined with emotional pain of
regrets, conflict and mistakes made in
life, Kuhl said. “Pain is always a com-
bination of physical and psychologi-
cal features, and for some it has a spir-
itual component as well.”

0 The need for family members to
talk openly. “When the death of a
close family member has occurred, it
must be talked about—again and
again and again. Until that happens,
meaningful topics will not be en-
gaged, potentially intimate-conversa-
tions won’t get started—nothing will
change until someone has the courage
to speak what seems to be unspeak-
able.”

This applies both before and after
the death, and it concerns both the
dying and those they love, Kuhl as-
serts. For those who have trouble get-
ting started, ne offers this simple for-
mula: “I feel (name the emotion) be-
cause (state what happened).”

The book ends as it begins, with
Kuhl recounting the death of a family
member. But the experience of walk-
ing through a terminal illness with his
sister differed from the earlier experi-
ence with his father-in-law, he reports,
because of what he had learned from
the dying patients he interviewed.

“We were able to do and say what
needed to be done and said,” he writes.
“For that; I will be forever grateful.”




_ PEOPLE

HOW TO

BECOME A
CHRISTIAN

By Randall Jones

“Many Ministries/One
Mission” is the theme
for the 2003 Season of
" Prayer for State
Missions. Each believer
in Christ is empowered
with one or more
spiritual gifts and is
called to minister in
myriad ways.

However, the “One
Mission” of Christians is
to glorify God. We can
best glorify God by
introducing all people to
Him through a personal
faith relationship in
Jesus Christ;
assimilating them into
the fellowship of a
nurturing church; and
equiping them to
-introduce others to God.

Why is this so urgent?
Because of the:

B Predicament of
mankind. Without a faith
relationship.in Jesus
Christ, all mankind is
alienated from God
(Colossians 1:21).

B Provision for mankind.
“@God, out of His
unfathomable love, has
initiated a way for us to
have spiritual birth (John
3:16).

U Positive response of
mankind. This salvation
is for all people
everywhere (Romans
10:13).

B Powerful results of
being born again.
Results include newness
of life (2 Corinthians
5:17), abundant life now
(John 10:10) and
everlasting life

(John 3:16).

Have you been
introduced to the loving
Creator God who wants

you to be spiritually alive-
and interacting with
Him? If not, call on Him
now to give you the gift
of His great salvation.

If you have experienced
this loving salvation
relationship with God,
are you glorifying Him
by consistently and
intentionally introducing
Him to others?

Randall Jones is director of
the Kentucky Baptist
Convention state missions
department

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by staff

B CENTRAL CITY—First Church
will celebrate its 125th anniversary
Sept. 215 °

New Hope Church recently cele-
brated its 165th anniversary.
B DRAKESBORO—Ron Melton
resigned as pastor of Ebenezer
Church.
B DRY RIDGE—Concord Church
will hold revival services Sept. 5-7
with Micah Carter as evangelist. For
more information, call (859) 824-
5690.
B FAIRDALE—First Church recent-
ly called Josh Powell as pastor.
B FRANKFORT—Crestwood
Church honored Leon and Carroll
Walden for their their 50th anniver-
sary Aug. 31.
B GLENDALE—Gilead Church
honored Jack Buckner on his 90th
birthday Aug. 23.
B GREENVILLE—Jeff Noffsinger
recently resigned as pastor of New
Cypress Church.
B HARLAN—Teetersville Church
will hold homecoming Sept. 14 with
Lonnie Riley as guest speaker.
B JAMESTOWN—Dunnville First
Church called John Bennett as pas-
tor.
B LEBANON—Katri Whitlock,
whose husband, David, is pastor of
Lebanon Church, died Aug. 23 at age
48. A graduate of Mississippi College
in Clinton and Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth,
Texas, she worked in the church’s
children’s ministry. In addition to her
husband, she is survived by their teen-
age children, Mary Elizabeth and

David Jr. Memorial gifts may be

‘made to Lebanon Baptisi Church or

the American Cancer Society.

B LOUISVILLE—Fern Creek
Church called Jamie Benningfield as
child development center director,
Daniel Gilliam as minister of music
and Nancy Kleehamer as minister of
preschool. Linda Barnes Popham is
pastor.

Gethsemane Church will host a fall
concert Sept. 14, 6 p.m., featuring the
Gethsemane choir, quartet and instru-
mentalists.

Jeffersontown Church will hold its
annual picnic Sept. 14 at Vetner Park.
For information, call (502) 267-1123.
Sanford Hill is pastor.

Maple Grove Church ordained Bill

Brown, Paul Hixon and Eddie Rey-
noldsas deacons Aug. 31. Ray Hayes
is pastor.
B MAYFIELD—Duane Fields, as-
sistant pastor of New Liberty Church,
resigned Aug. 31. Aubert Rose Jr. is
pastor.

'@ OWENSBORO—Walnut Memo-

rial Church recently honored David
Taylor for 10 years of service as min-
ister of music.

B REGINA—Faith First Church
called Nick Damron as pastor.

B RUSSELL SPRINGS—Friendship
Church recently ordained John Smith
and Mike Popplewell as deacons.

B VERSAILLES—Versailles
Church will dedicate its new class-
room and fellowship building Sept. 7.
Activities include a noon meal and 2
p.m. dedication service. John Bran-
don is pastor.

Student servants

More than 300 new students attending
Campbellsville University began their
college experience by participating in a
series of servant leadership projects. The
ministry projects, coordinated by the
school’s Kentucky Heartland Outreach,
were designed to help students make a
connection with the university and area
residents, said Dave Walters, vice president
for admissions and student services.
Upperclassmen served as team leaders on
18 projects such as painting and roofing -
houses, cleaning carpets and yards and
repairing a deck. ® Above: Timmy Much-
more, Tanner Abner, Thomas Cooper and
Dutch Johnson prepare to install siding
on a Kentucky Heartland Outreach con-
struction project. W Left: Jason Slingeriand
(right) hands roofing material to con-
struction team leader Luke Prior. (Camp-
bellsville University photos by Shannon
Thomas)

| CLASSIFIED ADS

AVAILABLE: Bro. Larry Brown
is now available for pulpit supply, in-
terim pastorates and revivals. For in-
formation, call (270) 662-0075.

FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, Fla.
Two-bedroom, 2-bath condo for va-
cation rental. Large-pool, tennis
courts, canoe, kayak, screened porch,
lovely beach. www.sanibelcondo.net.
Call Pat (502) 895-8752.

FOR SALE: Religious books
(thousands). Send e-mail for list:
dudley@dam.net. Evangelist Bill
Dudley, 1116 Lacy Drive, Lebanon,
MO 65536. (417) 532-2665.

FOR SALE:. Baby Grand piano
by Weber. Excellent condition; ebo-
ny. Asking $6,700. (859) 873-6885 or
(757) 455-5403. Versailles, Ky.

SEEKING: Full-time youth min-
ister for established and growing
youth program. Please send resumé
with references to: Search Committee,
Zion Baptist Church, 8158 Highway
351, Henderson, KY 42420.

SEEKING: Cumberland Baptist
Church seeks full-time youth and
young adult minister to implement
Bible training, evangelism, outreach
and fellowship for youth and young
adults. Minimum qualifications:
Baptist, college degree (seminary
preferred), two years as youth and
young adult minister or equivalent

experience. Job description at www. .

cumberlandbaptist.org. Resumé to:
5600 Western Ave., Knoxville, TN
37921, Attn:: YYAM Search Com-
mittee.
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SEEKING: Full-time minister of
youth with some education responsi-
bilities for Lakota Hills Baptist
Church, West Chester, Ohio. This is
an exciting, rapidly growing congre-
gation located in the beautiful north-
ern suburbs of Cincinnati. If prayer-
fully interested, please send resumé
and cover letter to: Search Commit-
tee, 6300 Tylersville Road, West
Chester, OH 45069.

SEEKING: Positions for new,
non-profit Berea (Ky.) Health Minis-
try Clinic: executive director, nurse
practitioner, registered nurse. For in-
formation, call Dr. Ida Slusher, (859)
986-5898.

SEEKING: Pastor of worship and
youth for Rosedale Baptist Church,
Richmond, Ky. Rosedale is a vibrant,
growing church averaging over 300
in two Sunday morning services (one
traditional, one contemporary with
complete praise band). The youth min-
istry has a strong foundation and fre-

quently has 60 or more youth during .

its Wednesday evening “6:33” ser-
vice. We currently envision this as one
full-time position but are open to con-
sidering resumés for worship pastor
only and youth pastor only. Salary will
be commensurate with responsibilities
and experience. Please send resumés
to Administrative Team, Rosedale
Baptist Church, 411 Westover Ave.,
Richmond, KY 40475. For more in-
formation, log on to www.rosedalebc.

com or call Pastor Tiger Pennmgton
at (859) 623-1771.

SEEKING: Part-time youth min-
ister for young youth group with a lot
of potential at Durbin Memorial Bap-
tist Church in Lexington, Ky. Please
send resumé to Pastor Chuck Luke at
8650 Durbin Lane, Lexington, KY
40515, or call (859) 351-1333.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for
Meta Baptist Church in Pikeville, Ky.
Sunday school attendance is 80 and
Sunday morning worship attendance
is 130. Please send resumé to: Meta
Baptist Church, 8807 Meta Highway,
Pikeville, KY 41501, Attn: Pastor
Search Committee.

SEEKING: Accounting supervi-
sar of general ledger and payroll. Re-
quires bachelor’s degree in account-
ing with at least two years superviso-
ry experience, preferably for a not-for-
profit organization. Strong communi-
cations and computer skills also re-
quired. Send resumé with salary his-
tory and requirements in confidence
to: Personnel Services, Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, 2825 Lex-
ington Road, Louisville, KY 40280,
or personnel @sbts.edu.

SEEKING: Interim minister of
worship for Glasgow Baptist Church,
Glasgow, Ky. Responsible for plan-
ning Sunday morning worship, re-
hearsing instrumentalists (multiple
instruments), choir, leading a blended
worship style and coordinating multi-
media. All responsibilities could be
accomplished on Sunday to facilitate
travel. $475-$550/wk. Contact Pastor
Scott Mackey, (270) 651-2186.

SEEKING: Adult consultant/
camp director. Requires experience
in the work of Woman’s Missionary-
Union and in camping programs for
children and youth. Seeking expertise
and enthusiasm, especially in the area
of Women on Mission. Supervisory
experience with camping programs a
plus; master’s degree required. Send
resumé to: Joy Bolton, Kentucky
WMU, PO Box 436569, Louisville,
KY 40253-6569.

SEEKING: Part-time interim
minister of music. Send resumé to:
Personnel Committee, First Baptist
Church, 230 South Fifth St., Wllhams-
burg, KY 40769.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor. Or-
dination and some seminary training
required; ministerial experience also
necessary. Two Sunday morning ser-
vices, one Sunday evening service and
a Wednesday evening service. Sunday
school average attendance: 250. Send
resumé to: Pastor Search Committee,
Cecilia Baptist Church, PO Box 73,
Cecilia, KY 42724.

SEEKING: Two positions: Pastor
and part-time youth minister (paid
position; grades 6-12) for Mexico
Baptist Church in rural western Ken-
tucky. Average Sunday school atten-
dance: 135. Send resumé to MBC
Pulpit Committee or Youth Council,
175 Mexico Road, Marion, KY
42064, Attn: James Penn (pastor) or
Brent Highfil (youth minister), or call
(270) 965-2149. turnerchandler
@hotmail.com.



Both liberals and
conservatives

embracing King’s
legacy for causes

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Forty
years ago last week, blacks, whites,
Christians and Jews descended on
the National Mall for the March on
Washington, their day capped with
- Martin Luther King Jr.’s now-fa-
mous “I Have a Dream” speech.

Four decades later, the diversity
of faces and voices resonating
with—and claiming for them-
selves—that message has broadened
so much that critics all along the
ideological spectrum think the range
of those linking themselves to the
slain civil rights leader has gone too
far. ‘

Consider: Just before the march
anniversary was marked this year,
conservative suppeorters of suspend-
ed Alabama Chief Justice Roy
Moore compared their cause—keep-
ing a Ten Commandments monu-
ment in a state judicial building—to
King’s encouragement of civil dis-
obedience. And, on the liberal end
of the culture war, gay rights activ-
ists rejoiced at their participation in
this year’s commemorative march
on Aug. 23.

“Alabama Chief Justice Roy
Moore is no Martin Luther King
Jr.,” Robert Parham declared in an
editorial on the Baptist Center for
Ethics’ Web site. “Efforts to portray
the religious right’s agenda on the
Ten Commandments as akin to the
civil rights movement cheapens
King’s legacy and veils a conserva-
tive Christian agenda.”

A more conservative Christian
organization that embraces tradi-
tional family values took umbrage
at the thought of gay organiza-
tions—waving a 100-foot-long rain-
bow pride flag—rallying with oth-
ers near the Lincoln Memorial
where King spoke.

“The Washington, D.C.-based
Family Research Council strongly
opposes the hijacking of the civil
rights movement by homosexual ac-
tivists, and believes that homosexu-
al behavior cannot be equated with
such innate characteristics as sex or
race,” the council announced.

Neither the linkages to King nor
the critics of them surprise longtime
and more recent observers of King
and his famous speech.

Linkage with ‘least of these’

“I think you get both liberals and
conservatives using King largely be-
cause he is such a powerful symbol
in America,” said James Cone, au-
thor of “Martin & Malcolm &
America: A Dream or a Nightmare.”

“It’s the least of these that King

was concerned about and that was’

true in the African-American com-
munity as well, so middle-class
blacks are really not the ones that
understand King and neither are

" PEOPLE

Whose ‘dream’ is it?

KING SPEECH An early draft with handwritten changes of Martin Luther King’s speech
“Normalcy—Never Again,” which is now called the “I Have a Dream” speech, sits on
display in New York. (RNS/Reuters photo by Chip East)

these other privileged people in so-
ciety, no matter in what areas they
might feel themselves discriminat-
ed

But King, who was assassinated
while in Memphis, Tenn., fighting
for the cause of garbage workers,
has been and will be the catalyst for
a range of new efforts.

This fall, when the current com- :

memorations are just a memory, two
of the top names in Christian music,
a white musician named tobyMac
and a black gospel artist named Kirk
Franklin, will come together for a
multi-city “I Have a Dream—the
Tour.”

They’ll be working with the
E.R.A.C.E. Foundation, which
stands for Eliminating Racism and
Creating Equality. E

James Lawson, president of th
Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference of Greater Los Angeles, said
he’s “all for” Christian artists com-
menting on the oneness of the hu-
man race.

But he doesn’t see the Alabama
judge and his compatriots seeking
quite the same goal.

“Roy and his followers are theo-
cratic,” Lawson said. “They’re us-
ing King’s name because they think
there’s some value in using the name
in their arguments, not because they
support nonviolence or the civil dis-
obedience movement as a way of

making law better.”

Strong symbol

Elizabeth Vander Lei, an English

professor at Calvin College in Grand
Rapids, Mich., said King’s speech
and the related march have been
“resonating globally” for years, with
Million Man and Million Mom
marches on the National Mall*and
even Chinese students in Tiananmen
Square singing “We Shall Over-
come.” ?

The recollection of what the
speech was really about has been
lost sometimes, even in advertising.

Alcatel, a telecommunications
company, reshaped King’s message
for 2001 television commercials,
and an anti-ebonics group placed a
1998 ad in the New York Times ti-
tled, “I Has a Dream.” :

While the debate goes on about
whether some groups have co-opted
King’s “I Have a Dream” message or

simply are being creative, perhaps the -

arguing is beneficial, Vander Lei said.

“If the argument comes to a point -

where someone is saying you should
not be linked with King for these rea-
sons, guess what? We’re talking about
what King did and we’re talking about
the civil rights movement and ... that
makes me happy,” Vander Lei said.

“If they’re not applying any criti-
cal thinking to the use of that term,
then I would be sad.”
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hwason of Prayer
 for State Missions and the
Eliza Broadus Offering

for State Missions, Special Ministries & Missions Education

“There are varieties of ministires, and the same Lord.”
I Corinthians 12:5

Deptember 2003

‘Suggested week of prayer: September 14-20

Offering Goal: $900,000
Challenge Goal: $100,000

Total Goal: $1,000,000

Kentucky Woman’s
- Missionary Union
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