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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Youth in highly 
religious families · 
report parents 
get along better 

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. (RNS) 
- A study of youth and religion 
finds that early adolescents 
whose families are highly 
involved in matters of faith 
report that their parents have 
good relationships. 

The report, 'Family Reli­
gious Involvement and the 
Quality of Parental Relation­
ships for Families with Early 
Adolescents," was released last 
week by sociologists involved 
with the National Study of 
Youth and Religion at the Uni­
versity of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill . 

Researchers looked at three 
dimensions of religious in­
volvement for parents and their 
families, including family reli­
gious activity, parental worship 
service attendance and parental 
prayer. 

They found that 11 percent 
of 12- to 14-year-olds are part 
of families that are heavily in­
volved in religious activity dur­
ing the week, taking part in ac­
tivittes such as praying; attend­
ing church or reading Scripture 
together five to seven· times a 
week. • 

An analysis of data from the 
National Longitudinal Survey 
of Youth found that these 
youngsters are much more like­
ly than youth whose families do 
not engage in religious activi­
ties throughout the week to re­
port better relationships be­
tween their fathers and mothers, 

Researchers also discovered 
that the 40 percent of youth 
with a parent attending worship 
at least once a week are much 
more likely than those with par­
ents not attending such servic­
es to report that their mothers 
encourage their fathers and 
avoid screaming at them when 
angry. 

An executive summary of 
the study stated that the reasons 
for the results could relate to 
three different factors: religion 
infh1encing parental relation­
ships; parents who already have 
strong relationships choosing to 
become more religiously in­
volved; or reduction of family 
religious practices as parental 
relationships fall apart. 

"What is clear in this re­
port's findings, however, is 
that, for whatever reasons, ear­
ly adolescents living in reli­
giously involved families in the 
United States ·are more likely to 
report stronger, more positive 
relationships between their par­
ents than do adolescents in fam­
ilies that are not religiously ac­
tive," the summary stated. 

Drive-thru prayer? 
i1\?:?0 

PRAYER TO GO Leave it to a church in suburban Los Angeles, where residents can commute for an hour one-way, to offer a drive-thru 
prayer booth. Leaders at The Main Place Christian Feliowship, a Baptist church in Tustin, Calif, say the converted photo developing 
booth has resulted in outreach opportunities in their neighborhood. Story on page 9 

Advisers to help guide KBC mission plan 
By Trennis Henderson 
Editor 

LOUISVILLE-When the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention Mission 
Study Committee completed its work 
in May, its report called for forming a 
Mission Advisory Committee to help 
implement the mission study 
plan's other proposals. 

The nine-member 
advisory committee, 
appointed last month by 

head a group responsible for advising 
KBC Executive Director Bill Mack­
ey "as requested" and monitor the 
progress of Kentucky Baptists in ful­
filling the KBC mission statement. 
That statement calls for the KBC to 
"assist Kentucky Baptist Convention 

churches and ministries and 
associations in connect­
ing all people to Jesus 
Christ." 

Barnes "under-

KBC President Paul KBC MISSION STUDY PLAN 
stands the big picture," 
Mackey noted, adding 
that he is a strong sup­Badgett, includes eight 

members who previously served on 
the 15-member Mission Study Com­
mittee. 

Charles ·Barnes, chairman of the 
KBC Mission Board's administrative 
committee, was named chairman of 
the advisory committee. 

Barnes, a member of Hurstbourne 
Baptist Church in Louisville, is no 
stranger to the inner workings of KBC 
life. A retired bank executive, Barnes 
was elected KBC president in 1998-
the first laymen to hold that position 
in more than two decades. 

He also has served as interim pres­
ident of the Kentucky Baptist Foun­
dation, interim executive director of 
Long Ru.n Baptist Association and 
chairman of the KBC's Baptist Faith 
and Message Study Committee. 

In his role as Mission Advisory 
Committee chairman, Barnes will 

porter of KBC ministry efforts. 
Objectives highlighted by the study 

committee- and approved in May by 
the Mission Board- focus on evange­
lism, missions, leader training, net­
working, strengthening churches and 
partnerships with KBC agencies and 
institutions. 

The study committee also cited a 
number of "major impact factors" in 
such areas as stewardship, technolo­
gy, communication and spiritual foun­
dations. 

As the advisory committee-begins 
its work, Barnes emphasized that the 
group "is there for advice and encour­
agement and as a sounding board." 

The study committee "wanted to 
make sure that there was no question 
that Dr. Mackey had the responsibili­
ty and the authority to lead us and that 
he wasn't dependent on 10 different 

committees to decide exactly how this 
was going to be done," Barnes ex­
plained. "The advisory committee was 
put in place with the emphasis on 'ad­
visory.' 

Among the impact factors cited in 
the report, Barnes said the issues of 
finances· and stewardship are critical 
to the long-term success of the mis­
sion study plan. 

"We cannot continue to take the 
Cooperative Program for granted," he 
pointed out. "We find younger peo­
ple wanting to know: 'What do we get 
out of the Cooperative Program?' 
That kind of question itself indicates 
a lack of understanding of the Coop­
erative Program." 

• Citing recent financial concerns on 
both the state and national levels, Bar­
nes said, "The intent of this recom­
mendation was to say focusing on the 
Cooperative Program and on steward­
ship has to be a major thrust of the 
Mission Board. If it's not addressed 
in Kentucky and in all of the South­
ern Baptist Convention, it will contin­
ue to limp along. Not only will we not 
keep up with inflation, but we will 
actually have negative growth." 

In addition to urging increased lev­
els of stewardship education and pro­
motion, the study committee called for 
establishing a program to "provide 
increased support through direct gifts 
and bequests." 
□ See Mission Advisory ... , page 3_ 
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BAPTIST DIGEST 

■ The Fellowship of 
Evangelical Baptist 

Churches in Canada 
marked its 50th 

anniversary Oct. 21. The 
milestone 

commemorates the 
1953 merger of the 

Fellowship of 
Independent Baptist 

Churches of Canada and 
the Union of Regular 
Baptist Churches of 

Ontario and Quebec. 
Today, the FEBCC 

includes about 500 
congregations. The 

anniversary also will be 
the key focus of the 

denomination's 2003 
National Convention 
Nov. 3-6 in Toronto. 

■ Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
officials dedicated the 

school's newly 
renovated Houston 

campus during a chapel 
service and ribbon 

cutting ceremony Oct. 
13. Two years ago, 

Southwestern's Ho.uston 
extension moved from 
its previous location at 

Houston Baptist 
University to Park Place 
Baptist Church after the 

church voted to deed its 
$5.7 million facililty to 

the seminary. The 
congregation continues 

to use the campus for 
church activities, while 
the seminary provides 

for the upkeep and 
renovation of 

classrooms and office 
space. 

■ Robert Burton, 
professor emeritus of 

conducting in 
Southwestern Baptist 

Theological Seminary's 
school of church music, 

died Oct. 8 after a brief 
bout with cancer. He 
was 78. Burton, who 

joined Southwestern's 
faculty in 1956, was 

chairman of the 
conducting department 

from 1958 until his 
retirement in 1990. He 

was honored in 1990 by 
the Southern Baptist 

Church Music 
Conference with its 

Lifetime Membership 
Award. 

BAPTISTS 
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Baptists in Iraq launch evangelism, missions initiatives 
By Mark Woods 
London Baptist Times 

AMMAN, Jordan (BP)-Baptists 
from across the Middle East gathered 
in Amman, Jordan, Oct. 10 to take part 
in a unique commissioning service. 

Douglas Baba, pastor of an Iraqi 
congregation in the town of al-Fuhais 
in Jordan, was appointed as pastor/ 
evangelist by the newly formed Bap­
tist Union of Iraq. 

Also commissioned was an Egyp­
tian Baptist, Izzat Shehata, a graduate 
of Jordan Evangelical Theological 
Seminary, as a missionary to Mauret­
ania in North Africa. 

Participating in the service were 
the members of Amman ·Baptist 
Church, the oldest of Jordan's 17 Bap­
tist congregations, and representatives 
from the Jordanian and Lebanese Bap­
tist conventions. Staff members from 
various mission organizations also 
were present, including the Southern 
Baptist International Mission Board 
and Campus Crusade for Christ, 
which has a strong presence in Jordan. 

Led by the Amman church's pas­
tor, Fawaz Ameish, the service includ-

INTERCESSION FOR IRAQ Muthafar Ya­
coub (right), moderator of the newly 
formed Baptist Union of Iraq, leads in 
prayer for the union's ministries. Among 
those joining Yacoub in prayer is Southern 
Baptist missionary Brian Barlow (left). (BP 
photo by Joni Hannigan) 

ed an impassioned sermon from 
Charles Costa, a L~banese Baptist. 
The event ended with a laying on of 
hands in which Baptist leaders filed 
past the two men and prayed for their 
future ministry. 

Evangelistic emphasis 
Commissioning Baba to work in 

Iraq is the first stage of an evangelis­
tic and church-planting initiative by 

Vestal: CBF structure & work 
becoming 'denomination-like' 
By Greg Warner 
Associated Baptist Press 

ATLANTA (ABP)-The Cooper­
ative Baptist Fellowship is not really 
a denomination, says CBF Coordina­
tor Daniel Vestal, but it is becoming 
more like a denomination and func­
tions as one for some churches. 

The question of what CBF will 
become has been an ongoing-topic of 
speculation since the organization was 
formed by moderate Southern Bap­
tists in 1991. Vestal told members of 
the group's Coordinating Council that 
CBF has undergone a "progression in 
the development of our identity." And 
while no final answer has emerged, 
some consensus is developing around 
the CBF's mission, he said. 

Vestal spoke during the council's 
Oct. 16-18 meeting in Atlanta, during 
which the group adopted a budget 
goal of $16 million for 2004-05, be­
gan a study of funding for "partner" 
ministries such as seminaries, and 
agreed to re-evaluate the vacant posi­
tion of resource center coordinator, the 
organization's chief operating officer. 

"Network of churches" 
The Cooperative Baptist Fellow­

ship most often describes itself as a 
"network of churches and individu­
als." When it was founded, Vestal 
said, CBF served as "a relief and res­
cue operation" for moderate Baptists 
and their causes. It soon became a 
movement centered on Baptist prin­
ciples, he said, and in 1993 it became 
a "missionary sending and supporting 
organization." 

"In the last three to five years," he 
added, "we have become something 
of a denomination-like organization 
for some people. 

"We have about 150 to 175 
churches .. . that do not have any kind 
of relationship to the Southern Bap-

tist Convention," Vestal said. For 
those churches that relate to CBF and 
no other Baptist body, CBF serves in 
the role of a denomination or conven­
tion, he said. For a growing number 
of them, he noted, CBF is becoming 
the most significant denomination­
like organization to which they relate. 

"When I get P\iSt that, however, I 
get real squishy about numbers," he 
added. 

About 5,000 churches have con­
tributed funds to and through CBF 
since its inception, including about 
2,000 that did so last year, Vestal said. 
But those churches identify with CBF 
in various ways and for various rea­
sons, so those relationships become 
difficult to classify, he said. 

"Our emphasis has been not so 
much on membership as on partner­
ship," he explained. 

When he is asked "What is CBF?" 
Vestal said he often responds: "What 
do you want us to be? We can be for 
you whatever you want us to be." 

While CBF is taking on more traits 
of a denomination or convention, Ves­
tal said, "we are not a denominational 
magisterium, we are not a denomina­
tional headquarters, and God knows 
we are not a denominational authori­
ty" for churches. 

Instead, Vestal said, CBF is be­
coming more defined by its vision and 
mission. 

The Coordinating Council adopt­
ed a "not-to-exceed" figure of 
$16,008,000 for the 2004-05 annual 
budget, the same as the reduced bud­
get for 2003-04. 

The personnel committee an­
nounced it is evaluating the scope of 
the resource center coordinator posi­
tion, which became vacant in August 
when Reba Cobb resigned to work for 
the Children's Defense Fund. 
With additional reporting by Lance Wallace of 
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 

the Baptist Union of Iraq. Baptist 
work in Iraq started in 1985 as a de­
velopment within the Presbyterian 
church and was led by Nabil Sara, a 
Presbyterian elder, and Khalil Sama­
ra, a missionary from Brazil. 

In 1988 there were 500 Baptists, 
meeting in 50 homes, but numbers de­
clined after the first Gulf War in 1991, 
largely because of emigration. 

Baptists became a denomination in 
their own right in 1997. There are now 
five congregations in Iraq, two in 
Baghdad and three in the north of the 
country, all meeting in homes. In Sep­
tember, a baptismal service for 31 
people was held at a home using a • 
portable swimming pool. 

The Baptist Union of Iraq was 
formed to provide a unified organiza­
tion for effective mission. A priority 
will be planting a church in the Kerekh 
area of Baghdad, which has 3 million 
residents but no evangelical church. 

Muthafar Yacoub, moderator· of 
the Baptist Union of Iraq and one of 
three Iraqi exiles returning as Baptist 
leaders, said at a BUI general assem­
bly meeting_ earlier in the day, ''This 
is a new phase in our mission. I invite 

you to share in the ministry to which 
God has called us, and participate in 
this exciting adventure." 

Another of the three, Mishiel Ed­
ward, who will return to Iraq when 
resources become available, said, "I 
think this is the time God wants to 
show His mercy. The way will be 
tough, but there will be blessing. I 
have peace inside. 

"In five or 10 years I want to .see 
more people coming to Jesus, and the 
cross everywhere." 

"This is God's time" 
Baba, who will return to Baghdad 

with his wife and three children as 
soon as accommodations can be 
found, said, "We believe that this is 
God's time for us, and that He has 
prepared us here to work in Iraq." 

The IMB is working alongside 
Iraqi and other Baptists in developing 
ministries in Iraq. 

In what one 1MB worker described 
as a "parallel track" to that of the Bap­
tist union, the 1MB is helping develop 
a Baptist school in Baghdad on the 
model of the successful Amman Bap­
tist School in Jordan. 

Stanley affirms BF&M statement 
despite questions about revisions 

FORT WORTH, Texas­
Former Southern Baptist Conven­
tion President Charles Stanley de­
clared that he is "absolutely sup­
portive" of the SBC' s 2000 Baptist 
Faith and Message and its stances 
on the role of women, although he 
believes one amendment should 
have been clarified and another not 
includeq at all. 

Stanely's statements came near­
ly a week after an Oct. 18 article in 
the Fort Worth Star-Telegram stat­
ed that Stanley disagrees with the 
BF&M and its stances on two is­
sues: the prohibition on women 
serving as pastors and the submis­
sion of wives to their husbands. 

Stanley, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Atlanta, told Baptist 
Press the interview was scheduled 
to focus on a new book, and not the 
Southern Baptist Convention. He 
said the reporter, veteran religion 
writer Jim Jones, did not include his 
comments in context and omitted 
other significant ones. 

"Why would a reporter who has 
requested to give an interview about 
a book get off on something and 
only mention one statement in the 
whole article about the book?" he 
asked "It appeared to me to be de­
ceptive." 

Jones, in an e-mailed statement 
to Baptist Press, said, "I respect Dr. 
Stanley very much and think he has 
a valuable ministry .... I'm sorry he 
thinks I was deceptive. 

"I mentioned the book, but I also 
talked to him about a lot of other 
matters," Jones added. "(have no 
recollection of him saying he did 
not want to be quoted on Southern 
Baptist issues." 

Stanley told Baptist Press he is 
"absolutely supportive" of the 2000 
BF&M, and added that he cannot 

think of a "single theological issue" 
on which he and other recent SBC 
presidents disagree. 

Stanley said he believes, as stat­
ed in the 2000 BF&M, that Scrip­
ture reserves the role of pastor for 
men. He added, however, that he 
believes the language about female 
pastors would have been best left 
out of the BF&M. He said he be­
lieves the change has created con­
troversy with people misinterpret­
ing what Southern Baptists mean. 

Stanley became a Christian at 
age 12 under the preaching of a fe­
male evangelist. He makes a dis­
tinction between "pastor" and 
"preacher," saying that the latter can 
be a woman. People sometimes 
confuse the two terms and thus mis­
understand his position, he said. 

Jones said Stanley gave him "a 
strong impression that he disagreed 
with both of the family amendments 
in question. He specifically said 
women are becoming 'pastors' in 
Japan and India and that we should 
not hold them back." 

Stanley said he has no problem 
with the BF&M's family amend­
ment stating that husbands and 
wives "are of equal worth before 
God" and that wives are to "submit" 
themselves "graciously to the ser­
vant leadership" of their husbands. 
But he does believe that the amend­
ment should have included addi­
tional language from Ephesians 
where Paul tells Christians to sub­
mit "to one another." 

Even though SBC leaders have 
said the statement is not intended to 
make women "doormats," that is 
the impression it gives, Stanley told 
Jones. ''They should never have dis­
cussed the issue." 
Based on reporting by Baptist Press and 
Associated Baptist Press 
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Cumberland's TV 
station receives 
Baptist Press 
broadcast award 

WILLIAMSBURG- For the 
second time in three years, Cum­
berland College's Channel 19 has 
won first place in the broadcast 
division at the annual Baptist 
Press Student Journalism Confer­
ence. 

Previously, the "Patriot News 
Team" took first place honors in 
2001 and second place in 2002. 

The award was preserited Oct. 
11 during the Student Journalism 
Conference in Nashville. The 
contest is judged by communica­
tion professionals from around 
the nation. 

" It was a wonderful opportu­
nity for students to meet with oth­
er student journalists, to have 
their work critiqued by profes­
sionals and to improve the quali­
ty of journalism at Cumberland 
College," said fac ulty sponsor 
Keith Semmel. · 

Semmel was a key player in 
bringing Channel 19 into the col­
lege's department of communi­
cation and theatre arts after the 
college bought the cable TV sta­
tion in 1989. 

Student and Channel 19 News 
Director Pamela Woody said the 
conference helped prospective 
journalists learn how to include 
their faith in their careers. "It is 
so refreshing to see professionals 
in the industry share their fai th 
and talents with us." 

CCTV-19 airs 24 hours a day. 
While school is in session, the 
students produce two extended 
live newscasts on Tuesdays and 
Fridays. Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays the news segment 
is a combination of information 
graphics, weather maps and sta­
tion announcements. 

Students also produce "Patri­
ot Talk," a half hour program on 
campus events, and "Thursday's 
Discussion," a half-hour program 
on community news and events. 

CCTV-19 General Manager 
John Williams said he couldn ' t 
be happier with his students. 
"They did all of us proud," said 
Williams, who also is an associ­
ate professor of communication. 

The staff isn't content to rest 
on their laurels, he added. "When 
we left the 2002 conference, the 
talk among the staff was how to 
'regain the edge.' Now that 
they've returned the first place 
award to Cumberland, they're 
talking about what we can do to 
extend ourselves beyond what 
was done last year." 

Williams said the station re­
cently received a grant for new 
technology, but won't let that dis­
tract them from their main pur­
pose, to bring local news and 
events to the community. "The 
students know that the story­
and getting it right- is the first 
priority regardless of what tech­
nology we use." 

KENTUCKY 
Mainstream conference decries creeds 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

LOUISVILLE-The forced resig­
nation of two missionaries now teach­
ing at Georgetown College shows 
how fundamentalism has changed the 
Southern Baptist Convention, accord­
ing to the leader of a Texas group. 

Speaking Oct. 25 at Melbourne 
Heights Baptist Church, David Cur­
rie drew parallels between Don and 
Angie Finley_:_who refused to sign 
the 2000 Baptist Faith and Message­
and historical leaders who faced reli­
gious persecution. 

"That's something they (Southern 
Baptist leaders) said they would nev­
er do," said Currie, director of Texas 
Baptists Committed. "They said they 
would never fire people, but they did. 
Where's the outrage over that?" 

Currie, whose group opposes the 
current leadership of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, was the featured 
speaker at a conference on creeds and 
creedalism sponsored by Mainstream 
Baptists of Kentucky. 

Chairman Bill Shoulta said the 
meeting was part of the group's em­
phasis on preventing a "political take­
over" of the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention. 

"We're not all about the Baptist 
Faith and Message," said Shoulta, pas­
tor of Melbourne Heights. "We're in­
terested in missions and preserving 
Baptist history and tradition. We're 
concerned about decisions made in 

Kentucky Baptist life." 
Shoulta said last weekend's confer­

ence, which drew 32 participants, was 
aimed at clarifying differences be­
tween creeds followed by other de­
nominations and confessions used by 
Baptists. 

Speaker Mark Medley said 17th 
century Baptists adopted confession­
al statements to separate themselves 
from Congregationalists, Anglicans 
and others. 

Confessional statements also pro­
vided a basis for fellowship among 
Baptist congregations, said Medley, a 
theology professor at Campbellsville 
University. 

"A question of authority" 
While early Baptists respected 

such early-church documents as the 
Apostles Creed and the Nicene Creed, 
they rejected using them as instru­
ments of doctrinal accountability, 
Medley said. 

"Ultimately, it's a question of au­
thority," he said. "God is our authori­
ty. His authority is ultimate and rests 
in Jesus Christ. The Bible centers on 
the Person on Who authority rests." 

The Finleys pointed to the Bible to 
explain their refusal to affirm that they 
would conduct their ministry in Bra­
zil in accordance with the SBC' s 2000 
faith statement. 

"We must always be aware that 
any confession of faith is no more than 
human words about the divine Word," 
they stated in a letter distributed at the 

Mission Advisory Committee 
helps guide KBC mission plan 
Continued from page 1 

"No One has gone after wills and 
bequests to support the programs and 
activities of the Mission Board itself," 
Barnes said. "There' s more than 
enough money to go around if we give 
people the opportunity to give to min­
istries they are most interested in sup­
porting." 

Other financial issues identified by 
the study committee include the con­
dition of the Baptist Building .in Mid­
dletown and the Mission Board's fu­
ture facility needs. Parts of the Bap­

as "vital in carrying· out the KBC mis­
sion, objectives and goals." 

'The associations and directors of 
missions are major partners in every­
thing that is done," Barnes said. "We 
need to work as closely as we can ;with 
each other in order to maximize our 
total impact." 

Mackey said messengers to next 
month' s KBC annual meeting will 
hear a report about the mission study 
plan as part of the Mission Board' s 

annual report . 
The only recommen-

tist Building date back to 
the 1950s, meaning that 
upkeep and renovation 
likely will be needed if 
the KBC remains at its 
current location. 

Wh ; ..... uj),: l!old-'' 

dation requiring con­
vention action is a pro­
posal to allow up to 25 
percent of college trust­
ees to be non-Baptists, 
he added. That propos­

ISSION STUDY PLAN 

"There's some ticking time bombs 
in a sense that some money is going 
to have to be spent on that building 
regardless of what happens," Barnes 
said. "How you · spend that is a very 
important. stewardship question. 

'That building was built to accom­
modate a ministry model in the 1950s, 
'60s and '70s," he added. "We're now 
talking about a ministry model for the 
21st century that will be somewhat 
different." 

A 15-member Properties Study 
Committee _has been appointed to 
evaluate facility needs and report to 
the Mission Board by December 
2004. 

Barnes also highlighted the Mis­
sion Study Committee's description of 
associations and directors of missions 

al, which will require a constitutional 
amendment, will be presented this 
year and voted on in 2004. 

As KBC leaders begin to imple­
ment the mission study plan, 'Tm 
very excited about the report," Bar­
nes emphasized. "I think it will give 
us the framework to come together 
with greater commitment and move 
the work to a new level. 

"We did pretty well as Baptists in 
the 20th century," he noted. "Now 
we're springing into the 21st century 
and we need a roadmap and some 
guidelines to rally around." 

Describing the mission study plan 
as "God-sized goals, hopes and • 
dreams," Barnes said, "This is what 
we' re about- winning the lost and 
nurturing Christians." 

meeting, which they weren't able to 
attend. 

• Shoulta videotaped an interview in 
which the couple described pressure 
from Southern Baptist International 

. Mission Board officials that led to 
their resignation last April. 

Mrs. Finley recalled an 1MB lead­
er saying he didn't have a problem 
with their beliefs but "it sure would 
be nice if you signed." She said the 
controversy was rooted in power and 
control. 

"This is a blanket accusation of 
heresy against all missionaries, and the 
way you prove yourself innocent is by 
signing," she said of 77 missionaries 
who were fired or resigned. 

Her husband added that leaders are 
• engaging in creedal language and put­
ting the Baptist Faith and Message on 
a par with the Bible. 

Currie said the problem with this 
stance is its conflict with long-stand­
ing Baptist beliefs in religious liberty 
and the priesthood of all believers. 

Mentioning such figures as Roger 
Williams and dozens of Baptists jailed 
in colonial Virginia for refusing to 
preach Anglican doctrine, Currie said 
people today should treasure such sac­
rifices. 

"What's at stake? The freedom of 
Kentucky Baptists," Currie said. 
"What we need to get folks fired up 
about is Jesus and how fundamental­
ism hurts the cause of Christ. It always 
has. That's why we need to let people 
know this is important." 

BLUEGRASS BURGOO 
■ Georgetown to host religious freedo_m speaker. 
Georgetown CoUege's Danforth Thomas lecture next month 
will feature Paul Marshall, senior fellow at the Center for 
Religious Freedom in Washington, D.C., America's oldest 
human rights organization. Marshall's address, Nov. 18. is 
open to the public. For more information, call the school at 
(502) 863-8000, 

■ Cumberland hosting Kentucky writers. Cumberland 
College's English department will host "An Evening with Two 
Kentucky Writers" Nov. 6 at 7 p.m. Sena Jeter Naslund, 
award-winning author of the national bestseller, "Ahab's 
Wife," will read from her latest novel, "Four Spirits." Also, 
Louisville writer Lucinda Dixon Sullivan will read from her 
debut novel "It Was the Goodness of the Place." The event, 
reception and book signing are free and open to the public. 
For more information, call (606) 539-4455. 

■ Senior summit cancelled. The Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's senior adult leadership summit, scheduled for 
Oct. 30 in Madisonville, has been cancelled. Karl Babb, 

. director of the KBC family ministry department, said additional 
training events will pe scheduled in 2004. 

■ Assocjation speaks on alcohol sales, gambling. 
Messengers to Warren Baptist Association's recent, 
semiannual meeting adopted resolutions opposing expanded 
alcohol sales and gambling. The resolution on alcohol calls 
on "fellow citizens to refrain from approving expansions of 
alcoJ1ol $ales and to work instead to strengthen our families 
and communities by encouraging abstinence from this 
dangerous drug." The measure on gambling urges state 
politicians "to join with Kentucky citizens in finding ways to 
strengthen our state's economy on sound principles 6f 
creative and innovative industrial, educational and 
technological developments rather thari on .the false hopes of 
gambling." It also calls on Kentucky Baptists to contact the 

• governor and state legislators to express their views. 
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OPINION 
Uphold standards 

The Western Recorder has com­
municated its desire to present all sides 
of an issue in an unbiased fashion. 

No matter how hard a person tries, 
he or she cannot entirely avoid bias 
when presenting informa­
tion. Case in point: In the 
margin of the "Opinion" 
section the editor states 
that he will consider any 
letters for publication, 
"provided they do not 
make a personal attack on 
anyone." It seems as 
though this provision 
doesn't apply to those 
writing in opposition to 
the Southern Baptist Convention lead­
ership. 

The letter by Ed Boden in the Oct. 
14 issue is a good example: Calling 
SBC leaders a "college of cardinals," 
the "players of the fiddle," the "pope 
and high priests," that the leaders 
don't understand what "999 out of 
1,000 Baptists understand," calling 

Nashville the "holy city," saying SBC 
leaders "took (their) ball and went 
home" and that they want "complete 
control of seminary trustees." · 

If this is not an example of a per- • 
sonal attack, maybe we need a defini­
tion included in the margin. That let­

ter isn't an isolated inci­
dent. As far as I can re­
member, every opinion 
article with this kind of 
language present has been 
in opposition to the SBC 
leadership. 

I would ask the West­
ern Recorder to uphold its 
standards in all cases. 

Chuck Luke 
Lexington 

Editor's note: Strong disagree­
ment and personal attacks are not the 
same thing. The Western Recorder fre­
quently publishes letters from Ken­
tucky Baptists who both affirm and op­
pose SBC leaders' actions, my edito­
rial views and other issues. Those of 
us who are public figures based on 

Make family connections 
By Dennis Rainey 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (BP)-Most 
of us live life in a crowd. From shop­
ping malls to grocery stores to movie 
theaters, we are surrounded. Even in 
our homes and churches, we often find 
ourselves as one among many. 

tion happens only after an investment 
of time, attention and personal vulner­
ability. 

While there is no magic formula, 
there are some simple principles that 
can help facilitate true connection. 

Principle 1: Plan time together. 
Whether it is a nightly (or even week­

So why do many of 
us feel lonely? Be­
cause proximity does 
not equate to intimacy. 

FIRST PERSON 
ly) family dinner, an 
evening walk or a Sat­
urday afternoon game 
session, it is important 

Many of us operate in a sphere of 
acquaintance. We probably can name 
10 people who like us, but few can 
name even two people who really 
know us. Even within our families and 
marriages, we often Ii ve as little more 
than roommates. What we lack is a 
true connection. 

The problem is that connection 
.can't be caught "on the fly." Connec-

KBC staff adjustments 
Kentucky Baptist Mission Board 

staff members are making a lot of ad- . 
justrnents these days for several rea­
sons. Let me tell you about these: 

First, during the past few months 
there have been several an­
nouncements about retire­
ments by long-tenured staff 
members. 

Vernon Cole, our church 
growth team leader, an­
nounced he is retiring after 
34 years of service. He will 
continue to assist with 
churches as a consultant 
during the time of transi- . 
tion. 81II Mackey 

Doug Strader also has 
announced his plans to retire as direc­
tor of the discipleship and stewardship 
department after 18 years of service. 
A major part of his work has been 
conducting Challenge to Build cam­
paigns with churches. He has accept­
ed the pastorate of Farmdale Baptist 
Church. 

More recently, Guy Futral has an­
nounced his plans to retire April 30, 
2004, upon completing 20 years of 

to schedule regular time for connect­
ing with those we care about. 

Principle 2: Maximize time to­
gether. It might be convenient to use 
our time in the car to catch up on 
phone calls or our dinnertime to catch 
up on the evening news, but we could 
be missing an opportunity to connect 
with family members. Instead, use the 
time to discuss what's happening in 

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION 

service. God has blessed all of us 
through Guy's faithful service and di­
rection of the leadership development 
team. I look forward to working with 
Guy on a consultant basis beyond his 

retirement. 
Adjustments due to re­

tirements are not the only 
ones we're making these 
days though. We've also 
had to adjust to plateaued 
Cooperative Program re­
ceipts, which led to a signif- . 
icant budget shortfall for the 
2002-03 fiscal year, and to 
increased medical insur-
ance and other fixed costs. 

The Southern Baptist 
Annuity Board has informed state 
conventions that the cost of the 
Church Annuity Plan protection ben­
efits will increase. We hope to be able 
to cover this increase and continue to 
provide the contribution of $210 per 
year for each eligible participant's re­
tirement plan. Currently this is an 
$810,000 priority line item on the 
Kentucky side of the budget. 

Iri addition, the priorities of the 

\ 

our denominational positions must re­
main open to hearing both positive 
and negative feedback from our con­
stituents. The Western Recorder is 
committed to maintaining that public 
forum for the benefit of all Kentucky 
Baptists. 

Majority rule? 
I enjoy your paper. I wish I could 

understand how, as James Draper's 
Oct. 14 commentary states, that ho­
mosexuals are 3 percent of the popu­
lation. 

How come if this is true they are 
dominating the news, whether it be 
extra rights or gay priests or a gov­
ernment that is terrified of them or a 
court system who is in their pocket? 
Maybe you could justify fooling with 
man's laws but not God's. 

How come the Christian popula­
tion is mute? I hear 92 percent believe 
in God. What happened to land of the 
free, majority rule, etc.? 

Ed Edmonds 
Louisville 

our lives, what we've got planned for 
the future and how we're all doing. 

Principle 3: Ask good questions 
and listen to the answers. If you could 
go on vacation anywhere in the world, 
where would you go? If you knew 
you'd be alone in an airport for eight 
hours, what one book would you want 
to have? Questions-even seemingly 
silly ones~an provide insight into 
how a person thinks and feels. 

Principle 4: Look for games, 
books and other resources that can 
help you engage in meaningful con­
versations. You're not Superman or 
Wonder Woman, and you don't have 
to have all the answers. There are a 
lot of good, biblically based resourc­
es that can help kick-start connections 
in your family. 

Isn't it time to begin connecting 
with those who matter most? 
Dennis Rainey is president of Familylife, 
a division of Campus Crusade for Christ 

Mission Study Committee's recent 
report have led to adjustments. 

These financial and organizational 
adjustments mean that some programs 
will be changed and staff members 
may relate in new ways as the organi­
zation responds to new opportunities. 

We are trying to be sensitive to all 
the levels of grief that come with 
changes and transitions. The adjust­
ments in staff are being processed with 
the KBC Mission Board's administra­
tive committee and the full Mission 
Board in accordance with guidelines. 

Even during this time of adjust­
ment, I am very encouraged that Co­
operative Program receipts for Sep­
tember were among the best ever at 
$1.9 million. I hope that this is a pos­
itive indication for a strong year in 
Cooperative Program giving. The 
budget adjustments that Mission 
Board ministries have made are based 
on an anticipated 1.5 percent growth 
in receipts this budget year. 

Please pray for the KBC staff and 
all Kentucky Baptists as we make ad­
justments to be more effective in the 
mission of our Lord! 
Bill Mackey is executive director of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention 
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R.G. LeTourneau: 
A hero of business 
and stewardship 
By Jeremy White 

R.G. LeToumeau is credited 
with the creation of the modem 

mechanized 
earthmoving 
industry. 

He initial­
ly got in­
volved in the 
earthmoving 
business with 
a tractor in 
order to re-

pay a previous business debt to 
the bank. LeTourneau was later 
granted his first patent for a scrap­
er. His last patent was granted in 
1965 when he was 77 years old. 
In the 42 years between those two· 
inventions, he was granted 297 
more patents. 

Those inventions included the 
bulldozer, scrapers of all sorts, 
dredgers, portable cranes and 
bridge spans. He invented mobile 
sea platforms for oil exploration 
that now dot the seas throughout 
the world. He introduced the rub­
ber tire into the earthmoving in­
dustry. 

When the Allied forces invad­
ed the Normandy beaches on D­
Day, they had an impressive dis­
play of machines and equipment, 
much of it built by the energetic 
American businessman, LeTour­
neau. His company built 70 per­
cent of the heavy earthmoving 
equipment used by the_ Allied 
forces in World War II. 

His business efforts- al­
though incredibly successful­
never deterred him from what he 
felt was his reason for existence: 
to glorify God and spread the 
gospel message. For more than 
30 years he traveled at his own 
expense sharing his testimony 
about the joy of a businessm~n 
serving Jesus Christ. Each time 
he spoke · he began by saying, 
''Friends, I'm just a sinner saved 
by grace. Just a mechanic that the 
Lord has blessed." 

LeTourneau lived for many 
years on 10 percent of his income 
and gave away 90 percent to 
Christian work. He invested mil­
lions of dollars in missionary de­
velopment projects in less-devel­
oped countries. "The question" 
he said, "is not how much of my 
money I give to God, but rather 
how much of God's money I 
keep for myself." 

His life's verse was Matthew 
6:33: "But seek first His kingdom 
and His righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to you 
as well." LeTourneau proved the 
promise in this verse; he found he 
couldn't give it away fast enough. 
In an appropriate earthmoving 
metaphor, he said, "I shovel it out 
and God shovels it back-but 
God has a bigger shovel." 
Jeremy White is a certified public ac­
countant in Paducah. His Web site is 
www.consultcpa.com. 



Concerned parents can watch 
for signs of alcohol, drug use 
Q: I'm concerned that my teenage daughter might be 
drinking or using drugs. What should I look for? 

If you have concerns about your daughter, you are wise 
not to ignore them. 

Every day approximately 4,4·00 
American youth (ages 12-17) try 
marijuana for the first time. The average 
age when children first experiment with 
alcohol or marijuana is 12. Surveys 
reveal that as many as one of every three 
fourth-graders feels pressure to drink. 
More than 4 million kids ages 13-17 said 
they had been offered drugs in the 
previous 30 days. Some telltale signs of substance abuse 
include: 

I School attendance and/or performance drops. 
I Hostility and lack of cooperation. 
I Uncharacteristic withdrawal. 
I Change in friends. 
I Lack of interest in personal appearance. 
I Frequent use of incense or Foom deodoraot. 
I Depression, fatigue or lethargy. 
•· Sudden use of strong perfume or cologne. 
I Change in sleep or eating habits. 
I Evidence of drug paraphernalia (e.g. rolling papers). 
I Secrecy. 
I Drug-oriented graffiti. 
I Loss of interest in activities such as sports or hobbies. 
I Lying, shoplifting, stealing household items or cash. 
I Dramatic weight loss or gain. 
I Bloodshot eyes, sunglasses. 
Substance abuse and teenagers are a deadly combination. 

If you suspect that your child is using drugs or alcohol, go 
with him or her to a Christian counselor as soon as 
possible.-Scott Wigginton 

Q: While I was visiting my father recently, several of his 
friends made favorable comments about other racial and 
eth_nic groups. I thought most older adults tended to be 
more uncomfortable with diversity but these men, in 
general, valued diversity among people. Is that typical? 

Remember that diversity comes in many forms including 
gender, age, culture, education levels, socioeconomic levels, 
function and position within the community, religious 
affiliation and communication styles. Many older Americans 
are very open to our nation's growing diversity. 

Test your knowledge of diversity issues with the following 
true or false quiz: • 

1. In the year 2030, 25 percent of older Americans are 
expected to be members of minority groups. 

2. Between 1990 and 2030, the older Hispanic population 
in the U.S. is projected to increase almost 400 percent. 

3. Differences among people decrease with age. 
4. The relationship between ethnicity and aging varies 

within the same ethnic group. 
1. True. According to projections by the U.S. Administra­

tion on Aging, about 25 percent of the U.S. older adult 
population will be made up of minorities in the year 2030. 

2. True. The older Hispanic population is expected to 
increase by 395 percent from 1990 to 2030. 

3. False. Research tends to provide support for the idea 
that diversity increases with age, since the possibility of 
differing life experiences increases.as people age. 

4. True. Each ethnic group may include a number of 
smaller diverse groups, and there often are significant 
differences among individuals from the same group.-Jon 
Rainbow 
Family Forum writers are Suzanne Coyle, director of Cornerstone 
Counseling for Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children; David Garrard; 
minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; Jon 
Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at Campbellsville Univer­
sity; James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Lexington; and Scott Wigginton, director of LifeCare Counseling at Wal­
nut Street Baptist Church in Louisville. Send questions for Family For1,1m 
to Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail us at 
wesrec@earthlink.net. • 

OPINION 
New 1MB missionaries deserve our support 

When Kentucky Baptists gather in Lexington Nov. 
11-12 for the Kentucky Baptist Convention annual 
meeting, one of the most significant experiences will 
be the Tuesday evening missionary appointment ser­
vice conducted by the Southern Baptist International 
Mission Board. 

1MB officials also have put on hold more than 100 mis­
sionary appointments due to a shortfall in last year's 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering and other financial 
struggles. 

For many participants, the event will be a once-in-a­

Despite such challenges, McKinley said, "There is 
nothing political about this appointment service." And 
he is correct. 

lifetime opportunity to witness both the spiri­
tual focus and pageantry that accompany the 
appointment of international missionaries. 

Highlights of the 7 p.m. service in Rupp 
Arena will include a parade of flags and mis­
sionary testimonies. Other features will in­
clude a welcome by University of Kentucky 
men's basketball coach Tubby Smith, a 1,200-
voice choir and a missions challenge from 
1MB President Jerry Rankin. 

STRAIGHT 
FROM THE 
EDITOR 

Even with my personal opposition tb 1MB 
trustees dismissing missionaries over the Bap­
tist Faith and Message issue, I still strongly 
support involvement in the 1MB appointment 
service.· 

Why? For the same reason I supported 
keeping our longtime, faithful missionaries on 
the field: to make a direct spiritual impact in 
the lives of countless people around the world. 

. Kentucky Baptist leaders and 1MB officials 
have been making extensive preparations for 
the first 1MB appointment service hosted by 
the KBC since 1987. Former KBC Presidents 
Jim McKinley and James Jones have traveled 
throughout the state promoting the event. 

Just as the fired missionaries remained 
qualified to spread the gospel whether or not 
they endorsed the latest version of the BF&M, 
the new missionaries also will have many op­
portunities to minister in the name of Christ. 

Trennis Henderson For those who continue to answer the call to 
international missions, Kentucky Baptists can 

play a vital support role through our prayers, personal 
encouragement and financial support. 

McKinley, a retired Southern Baptist international 
missionary who served 34 years overseas, said the 
heightened threat of international terrorism is one of the 
greatest challenges new missionaries will face. "They 
need tremendous spiritual support," he emphasized. 
"Our presence at the appointment service will indicate 
our willingness to pray for them and support them." 

"The appointment of international missionaries is one 
of the most exciting things Southern Baptists do," 
Rankin noted. "This represents the heart of why the 
Southern Baptist Convention was formed in 1845." 

Organizers anticipate several thousand Kentucky 
Baptists taking part in the event. Bus and van parking 
passes are available for church and associational groups 
planning to attend the service. 

Affirming that "these are your missionaries," Rankin 
added, "Your presence will demonstrate to them the 
massive support of Kentucky Baptists and enable them 
to go with confidence in your partnership and support 
as they seek to share the gospel in places of risk and 

The appointment service comes just a few months 
after a series of missionary firings, resignations and re­
tirements in the wake of missionaries being required to 
affirm the revised Baptist Faith and Message statement. 

danger." • 
For more information about the Nov. 11 appointment 

service, visit the Web page www.kybaptist.org/imb 
appointment. 

Sky won't fall, however court rules advocates often claim the words and 
deeds do not have significant religious 
meaning. Whether it's stamping "In 
God We Trust" on money or placing 
a nativity scene in a city park, defend­
ers often fall back on the notion the 
action does not serve a specifically 
religious function and therefore does 
not violate the Constitution. 

By Marv Knox 

Sometime next year, the U.S. Su­
preme Court will decide whether pub­
lic schools can lead children to say the 
words "under God" when they recite 
the Pledge of Allegiance. While this 
case will further define the Establish­
ment Clause of the First Amendment 

commodate the religious beliefs of 
citizens and their religious practices. 
Reciting "under God" in the pledge 
would not constitute establishment of 
religion and consequently would be 
acceptable. 

A strict separationist approach, 
however, would demand removal of 
the words, at least when the Pledge of 

("Congress shall make 
no law respecting an 
establishment of reli­
gion ... "), it will herald 

COMMENTARY 
Allegiance is said in 
public schools. Ac­
cording to this theory, 

This raises an obvious question: If 
a religious act doesn't serve a religious 
purpose, why bother? Of course, 
many faithful Americans worry about 
the erosion of culture. The very idea 
of dropping "under God" from the 
Pledge of Allegiance seems like one 
more victory for God-haters. Howev­
er, one can argue that the pervasive­
ness of half-hearted, watered-down 
religion provides most Americans an 
inoculation of "god" sufficient to pre­
vent them from experiencing the real 
God Almighty. 

neither the dawn of a new era nor the 
end of the world as we know it. 

The case has been brought by 
Michael Newdow, a California athe­
ist and father of a child who attends 
public school. Newdow claims his 
daughter's constitutional rights are 
violated when a teacher leads her class 
in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance 
because it includes "under God." The 
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals de­
termined the words themselves are not 
unconstitutional but recitation of the 
pledge in public schools violates the 
Constitution. Following torrents of 
protest, the Supreme Court voted to 
hear the case. 

A couple of approaches cast light 
on how this case might tum out. 

An accommodationist approach 
would affirm inclusion of "under 
God" in the pledge, no matter when 
or where it is said. This theory holds 
that the First Amendment forbids 
Congress from establishing or sup­
porting a specific religion. Short of 
that, government at any level can ac-

the government vio­
lates the Establishment Clause any 
time it promotes religion or coerces 
citizens to participate in religion, both 
generically and specifically. So, a pub­
lic schoolteacher, as an employee of 
the government, would violate the 
First Amendment by leading students 
to recite the pledge if it includes "un­
der God." 

"Under God" supporters face a 
unique challenge in this case. Justice 
Antonin Scalia, one of the court's 
most conservative justices, has re­
cused himself. He did not cite his rea­
son, but it's presumably because his 
impartiality has been questioned, since 
he publicly criticized the 9th Circuit 
Court's decision. Since a 4-4 tie would 
affirm the lower court, at least five 
justices, not counting Scalia, must 
agree "under God" should stay. 

Even before the case is heard, we 
can expect a victory for "under God" 
very well may be hollow. Searching 
for a way to counter the charge that 
overt religious acts or statements vio­
late the rights of religious minorities, 

For example, poll after poll shows 
the majority of Americans claim to be 
Christians and affirm the value of 
prayer, Bible reading and church at­
tendance in their lives. But you'd be 
hard-pressed to prove it by attendance 
at church on Sunday, not to mention 
the way they live their lives and make 
moral decisions. 

No one knows how the Supreme 
Court will rule on "under God." But 
however the case turns out, the chal­
lenge will not arise when children rise 
and say the pledge, but when Chris­
tians try to convince a lo:,t and dying 
world the only hope is to live under 
submission to God. 
Marv Knox, former editor· of the Western Re­
corder, is editor of the Texas Baptist Standard 
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"Above all else, 
we shall seek the 
approval of Jesus 
Christ, the Lord of 

the church." 
Paige Patterson, 

president of 
Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

CHURCH-STATE 
CONVERSATION Southern 
Seminary professor David 

Cook voices his view of the 
church-state relationship 

during a panel discussion 
on the campus, while 

Richard Land, center, and 
Russell Moore look on. 

(So11thern Seminary photo) 

BAPTISTS 
Patterson inaugurated as Southwestern's 8th president 

FORT WORTH, Texas-Paige 
Patterson, one of the chief architects 
of the Southern Baptist Convention's 
conservative shift since 1979, official­
ly stepped into the role of the eighth 
president of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary during inaugu­
ral services Oct. 21. 

Ti:ustees unanimously elected 
Patterson as president June 24, follow­
ing the retirement of former President 
Kenneth Hemphill who was named 
national strategist for the Southern 
Baptist Convention's Empowering 
Kingdom Growth initiative. 

"We are headed to a full and thor­
ough reaffirmation of the doctrine of 
B.H. Carroll and the founders of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary," Patterson said during his 
inaugural remarks at Travis Avenue 
Baptist Church in Fort Worth, Texas. 
The service culminated with Patterson 
publicly signing the 2000 Baptist 
Faith and Message. 

"We are headed to the reaffirma­
tion of the centrality and of the incar­
nation of the atonement of Christ as 
the essential bedrock of Christianity," 
Patterson added. 

The. sanctity of marriage and the 
home, along with the preservation of 
appropriate gender relationships in the 
home and church,. will be reaffirmed 
at the seminary as well, he declared. 

Asked after his election in June if 
he would permit a woman to teach in 
the seminary's school of theology, 
Patterson said he would not do any­
thing in the school of theology that he 
wouldn't want churches to imitate. 

• "My concern is that the New Tes­
tament is crystal clear that pastors are 
to be men," he said. "As we build the 
school of theology, _where we prima­
rily train future pastors, it is only ap­
propriate-if we are going to stay with 
the biblical pattern-that we use only 
men in that capacity." 

Former Southwestern President 
Dilday told the Fort Worth Star-Tele­
gram at the time that he was not 
pleased to hear of Patterson's election. 

"It's the final stroke in Patterson's 
plan to capture and radically alter the 
great school," Dilday said. "Already, 
Southwestern bears little resemblance 
to the institution that undergirded Bap­
tist churches and ministries around the 
world for 90 years. Paige's election 
will complete that tragic metamorpho­
sis." 

Al Mohler, president of Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Lou­
isville, called Patterson's election "one 
of the great moments in the history of 
the Southern Baptist Conv~ntion." 

He described Patterson as "one of 
our greatest leaders and the Martin 
Luther in the reformation of our con-

FAMILY FOCUS During a prayer of dedi­
cation at his inauguration as president of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Sem­
inary, Paige Patterson is surrounded by 
family members (from left) son-in-law and 
daughter Mark and Carmen Howell, wife 
Dorothy Patterson, and daughter-in-law 
and son Rachel and Armour Patterson. (BP 
photo by Stephen Blan) 

vention and the recovery of biblical 
inerrancy and authority." 

Mohler and other current SBC 
leaders affirmed Patterson's leader­
ship during last week's inauguration. 

"Some people leave a legacy and 
others live a legacy," said Southern 
Baptist Convention President Jack 
Graham, pastor of Preston wood Bap­
tist Church in Dallas. "Paige Patter­
son is living a legacy." 

Patterson's brother-in-law, Chuck 
Kelley, president of New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary, cited 

Patterson's role in the denomination~ 
al battles of the past 20-plus years. 

Comparing Patterson's efforts to 
emphasize biblical inerrancy in the 
SBC to the D-Day invasion in World 
War II, Kelley noted that it was nec­
essary in order to continue the fight, 
but it was not the final goal. 

"The real battle is to take Jesus 
Christ to the world, Who alone is the 
hope of the world and the source of 
salvation and Who alone can trans­
form lives," Kelley said. 

Mark Howell, Patterson's son-in­
law, delivered the inaugural sermon. 
Howell, pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Little Rock, Ark., said Patterson's 
ministry at Southwestern will stand 
the test of eternity to the degree to 
which it is based on the inerrant and 
infallible Word of God. 

Patterson said seminary leaders 
"will labor in the constant hope and 
confidence of the return of Christ at 
the end of the age for His church, and 
above all else, we shall seek the ap­
proval of Jesus Christ, the Lord of the 
church." 

Patterson, 60, is a native Texan. He 
served 11 years as president of South­
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Wake Forest, N.C., before being 
elected president at Southwestern. 
Based on reporting by Baptist Press and As­
sociated Baptist Press 

Southern Seminary forum debates church-state separation 
By Jeff Robinson & David Roach 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 

LOUISVILLE (BP)- How high 
a wall should separate church and 
state? 

Panelists attempted to provide a 
Christian answer to this key question 
ip a symposiumpponsored by South­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary's 
Boyce College and Carl-F.H. Henry 
Institute for Evangelical Engagement. 

More than 500 students listened as 
panelists debated their four different 
views, ranging from a strict separation 
of church from the state to the gov­
ernment's acknowledging and active­
ly working with the church. 

Richard Land, president of the 
Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission, presented the 
accomodationist view of church-state 
relations, arguing that Christians have 
a responsibility to offer a scriptural 
perspective in public policy debates. 

Christians should not, however, 
advocate state-sponsored religion be­
cause it inevitably compromises the 

gospel message, Land said. 
"We believe as Christians that we 

have a worldview that is informed by 
Holy Scripture. We have a right to 
express our religious convictions in 
the public square, and we have a right 
to bring our religious convictions to 

• bear on the public policy issues of the 
day. And if we can convince enough 
Americans that we're right, we have 
the right to have that legislated," Land 
said. 

When believers engage the culture 
with a Christian worldview, he said, 
they have the potential to impact so­
ciety powerfully. It is important, 
though, to distinguish between Chris­
tians impacting culture and ·govern­
ment-sponsored religion, Land said. 

"Our job" teaching Bible 
"It's our job to teach the Bible. It's 

our job to propagate the faith. And 
when people are then changeq, they 
have the right to bring their religious 
convictions into the public market­
place of ideas and to express their 
faith," he said. 

Representing the strict separation­
ist position, Hollyn Hollman, general 
counsel for the Baptist Joint Commit­
tee on Public Affairs, argued that 
Christians should seek to uphold both 
the free exercise and the anti-establish­
ment clauses of the First Amendment. 

By advocating both a free church 
and a state that maintains neutrality 
toward religion, Christians can assure 
maximum protection of religious lib­
erty, she said. 

"For theological reasons, we be­
lieve in a free church and a free state," 
she said. "We are created in God's 
image, free and responsible to God. 
We believe that the freedom of the 
individual to exercise choice in reli-

gion is essential, and the separation of 
the institutions of church and state is 
indispensable for ensuring liberty." 

Even with a separationist view 
some interaction between religion and 
government is acceptable, Hollman 
added. Examples include Bible clubs 
in public high schools and students 
expressing Christian viewpoints in 
class. But the U.S. Constitution's anti­
establishment clause prevents the gov­
ernment from lending any support to 
religion, Hollman said. 

"Some suggest that government 
support for religion should be permit­
ted so long as no religion is favored 
over another and· no citizen is forced 
to participate. But the weight of the 
evidence suggests that the framers 
considered that approach and they re­
jected it," she said. 

Mohler: No religious neutrality 
Seminary President Al Mohler said 

Christians must beware of any state 
that claims to be neutral toward reli­
gion. 

"There is no such thing as religious 
neutrality," Mohler said. "There nev­
er has been such a condition, there 
never will be such a condition. It is 
because the worldview is always reli­
gious or irreligious in whatever mix­
ture of the individual conscience. 

"There is either allegiance to or 
hostility to the truth claims of the var­
ious spiritual, religious, theological 
arguments being made at any time." 

Mohler cited the 1992 Supreme 
Court case Planned Parenthood of 
Southeastern Pennsylvania v. Casey 
as an example of the lack of neutrali- . 
ty. In that case, justices admitted that 
the definition of life is an inherently 
theological concept and therefore had -
no warrant to take a position. 

By not taking a position, the court 
took a position, Mohler said. Chris­
tians must be willing to argue their 
worldview on such issues in the pub­
lic square even in the face of charges 
that they are attempting to establish 
Christianity as the dominant religion, 
he said. 

Tom Nettles, professor of histori­
cal theology at Southern Seminary, 
took the separationist position, argu­
ing that, above all else, the church 
should guard the deposit of gospel 
truth God has given it. 

The Ten Commandments should 
not be used as an external symbol or 
historical monument in the vein of the 
controversial display in Alabama, be­
cause God did not give the law for that 
purpose, Nettles said. 

Instead, the commandments 
should be proclaimed by the church 
as a standard of righteousness that re­
veals sin and leads sinners to see their 
need of a Savior. It also serves as the 
standard of sanctification for the be­
liever, he said. 

David Cook argued for the ac­
knowledgement view of church and 
state relations. This position states that 
the church and state may work togeth­
er to bring about the betterment of 
society. Cook is professor of Christian 
ethics at Southern Seminary and has 
lived in England, where the Anglican 
Church is the official state church. 

Cook asserted that the church and 
state should work together, that the 
government may look to the church 
to find the impetus for teaching mo­
rality and religion in public schools. 
In answer to the question "how high 
the wall of separation between church 
and state?" Cook answered, "Let's 
break down the wall because Jesus is 
Lord of all." 
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Feeding tube dispute renews life-ethics controversy I 

By Robert Marus 
Associated Baptist 

WASHINGTON (ABP)-Is the 
Terri Schiavo case a clear pro-life is­
sue, or is there a significant gray area 
involved? 

Some pro-life groups have cham­
pioned the cause of the Florida wom­
an's parents, who have been fighting 
her husband, Michael, over her fate. 

Terri Schiavo collapsed and suf­
fered subsequent brain damage as a 
result of a previously undiagnosed 
medical condition in 1990. She has 
been in what doctors describe as a 
"permanent vegetative state" ever 
since. 

In 1998, Michael Schiavo began 
legal proceedings to have his wife's 
feeding tube i"emoved, thus ending her 
life. But Terri·Schiavo's parents have 
opposed his efforts, arguing she can 
be rehabilitated and shows signs of 
consciousness. 

A court-appointed doctor agreed 
with Michael Schiavo that his wife's 
condition is irreversible, and a state 
court granted permission for the feed­
ing tube to be removed on his order. 
It was removed Oct. 15. 

But Terri Schiavo's parents and 
pro-life groups convinced Florida's 

legislature to pass an emergency law 
that gave Florida Gov. Jeb Bush the 
authority to override the courts and 
have her tube re-inserted. 

The bill was passed and signed into 
law Oct. 21. Shortly thereafter, Bush 
ordered Terri Schiavo's doctors to re­
insert her feeding tube. 

Many conservative Christian 
groups and commentators hailed the 
action. ''Thankfully, Terri and the peo­
ple of Florida have a leader who not 
only takes a strong stand for life but is 
willing to stand up against a judiciary 
who does not," said Tony Perkins, 
president of the Washington-based 
Family Research Council. 

Richard Land, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention's Ethics 
& Religious Liberty Commission, 
said the case reflected the "clash of 
two very disparate civilizations- the 
Judeo-Christian civilization, which is 
based upon the sanctity of all human 
life, and the neo-pagan relativist qual­
ity-of-life civilization." 

Ethicists: Case not clear-cut 
But many medical ethicists have 

disagreed that the case is a ~!ear-cut 
example of life-ethics issues. 

In a Sept. 23 Washington Post sto­
ry, several physicians said Schiavo's 
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parents' belief that their daughter • 
shows signs of consciousness is sim­
ply wishful thinking. 

Her parents' case was bolstered by 
video showing Terri Schiavo appear­
ing to smile and look at visitors, but 
such signs are simply natural instincts 
of someone in a vegetative state, ac­
cording to many medical experts. 

"The CAT scan shows massive at­
rophy of the brain," said Ronald Cran­
ford, a neurologist who testified for 
Michael Schiavo in the trial, accord­
ing to the Post. "What Terri Schiavo 
manifests is a classic vegetative state. 
It looks like she's looking at you, but 
really she's not. It looks like she's 
grinning at you, but she's really not." 

Cranford added that Terri Schiavo 
does not show the key signs of con­
sciousness in the videotapes: the abil­
ity to "track" with her eyes. 

But Joni Eareckson Tada, a popu­
lar evangelical author and speaker and 
a quadriplegic, said that shouldn't 
matter. On Christian psychologist 
James Dobson's Oct. 22 radio broad­
cast, she said even. people in vegeta­
tive states "have a right to live. They 
have a right to human treatment. They 
have a right to be fed. They have a 
right to rehabilitative therapy. And 
these are the things that up until this 

point have been denied Terri." 
The case is expected to return to 

the courts this week. 
An Associated Press story stated 

Michael Chiavo would be in court this 
week to argue that Bush's order that 
led to the feeding tube being reinsert­
ed is unconstitutional. 

The law approved last week also 
requires that a guardian be appointed 
to represent Terri Schiavo's interests 
in court, AP reported. Both sides were 
given five days to agree on a guard­
ian. If they can't agree, the judge will 
appoint one. 

Bush distances himself from Christian 
general's comments on Islam, terrorism 

WASHINGTON (RNS)-Presi­
dent Bush said last week he does not 

· agree with controversial statements 
made by a defense undersecretary, 
while Secretary of Defense Donald 
Rumsfeld says he has no plans to "re­
move the lieutenant general during an 
investigation of his remarks. 

Reports about comments made by 
Lt. Gen. Jerry Boykin in church 
speeches have led to requests for his 
reassignment as well as defense of his 
right to free speech. Among other 
comments, Boykin said terrorists were 
trying to destroy the United States • 
"because we're a Christian nation." 

Bush, speaking to reporters on Air 
Force One, said the matter came up 
when he met with Muslim leaders in 
Indonesia. 

"I said he didn't reflect my opin­
ion," the president said. "Look, it just 
doesn't reflect what the government 
thinks. And I think they were pleased 
to hear that." 

The White House went a step fur­
ther, issuing a "global message" that 
declared: "Comments on religion by 
an American general weren't the 
views of the president or those of the 
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American government. We recognize 
that Islam is a peaceful religion which 
teaches respect and tolerance." 

Rumsfeld, who announced Oct. 21 
that an inspector general will investi­
gate the situation, said the next day 
that he did not intend to ask Boykin 
to step down during the probe. 

"He has requested an inspector 
general review of the matter, and I 
think that was an appropriate thing to 
do," Rumsfeld said. "And we'll Jet 
that play out." . 

Members of Congress have issued 
statements and written to Rumsfeld 
with opposing views on the status of 
Boykin, who apologized to those he 
offended. 

In an Oct. 17 letter, Virginia Sen. 
John Warner, Republican chairman of 
the Senate Committee on Armed Ser­
vices, and Michigan Sen. Carl Levin, 
the ranking Democrat member, rec­
ommended an inspector general re­
view to determine ifBoykin's behav­
ior was appropriate. 

Rep. John Conyers Jr., D-Mich., 
who had earlier called for a reassign­

. mentor n,primand, said last week that 
such a review is "insufficient to deal 
with the growing controversy." 

In a letter to Rumsfeld, Rep. Tom 
Tiahrt, R-Kan., and 16 other House 
members said removing Boykin 
would be an "injustice." 

Religious leaders also continued to 
comment. 

Jim Wallis, founder of Sojourners 
magazine, called Boykin "a product 
of bad theology and church teaching." 

Family Research Council President 
Tony Perkins said senators criticizing 
Boykin should be more worried about 
Muslim chaplains assigned to work 
with detainees at the military base at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 
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TERRI SCHIAVO Terri 
Schiavo is shown here with 
her mother, Mary 
Schindler, in a photograph 
.taken late in 2001. A Florida 
judge recently sided with 
Schiavo's husband, 
ordering the removal of the 
feeding tube that had kept 
the 39-year-old alive for 
more than 13 years. But the 
Florida legislature quickly 
passed a law that resulted 
in the tube being reinserted. 
(RNS/ Reuters photo) 
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'Partial-birth abortion' ban passed, legal fight expected 
"Any society that 

allows such a 
barbarous 

procedure to 
continue has lost 

the right to call 
itself civilized." 

Richard Land, president 
of the Southern Baptist 

Ethics. & Religious 
Liberty Commission 

By Kevin Eckstrom 
Religious News Service 

WASHINGTON (RNS)-Presi­
dent Bush said he will sign a bill 
passed by the Senate on Oct. 21 that 
bans so-called "partial-birth abor­
tions," a major victory for religious 
groups who have tried three times to 
ban the procedure. 

The 64-34 vote by the Senate is the 
most sweeping federal restriction 
since abortion was legalized by the 
U.S . Supreme Court in 1973. The 
House voted 281-142 on Oct. 2 to 
approve the bill 

livered fetus." 
"It fs long past the time that our 

elected representatives banned this 
heinous partial-birth abortion proce­
dure, which so repulses and horrifies 
a significant majority of the American 
people," saia Richard Land, president 
of the Southern Baptist Ethics & Re­
ligious Liberty Commission. "Any 
society that allows such a barbarous 
procedure to continue has lost the right 
to call itself civilized." 

Abortion-rights leader Kate Mich 0 

elman criticized the vote. "No one 
should be fooled as to the real inten­
tions of this bill ' s sponsors·; they want 
to take away entirely the right to per­
sonal privacy and a woman's right to 
choose," Michelman, president of 
NARAL Pro-choice America, said. 

"We have just outlawed a proce­
dure that is barbaric, that is brutal, that 
is offensive to our moral sensibilities 
and is out of the mainstream of the 
ethical practice of medicine today," 
said Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist, 
a surgeon from Tennessee. 

Bush called the bill "very impor­
tant legislation that will end an abhor­
rent practice and continue to build a 
culture of life in America." 

POST-VOTE PRESS CONFERENCE Sen. Rick Santorum (R-Pa.), right. speaks to the press 
after the Senate overwhelmingly approved a bill to ban "partial birth" abortion. The 
legislation, debated with great emotion since 1995, is expected to be challenged in court. 
(RNS/Reuters photo by Mike Theiler) 

The final bill did not include an 
earlier Senate provision that affirmed 
support for the 1973 Roe v. Wade 
decision that legalized abortion. 

save the life of the mother. 

Congress previously voted twice to 
ban the procedure, but both bills were 
vetoed by former President Bill Clin­
ton. Three years ago, the U.S. Su­
preme Court overturned a similar Ne­
braska law because it was too vague 
and did not include an exception to 

Opponents have promised to im­
mediately fight the bill in federal court 
after Bush signs it. Sen. Tom Harkin, 
D-lowa, said the bill makes women 
"second-class citizens" and threatens 
to erode abortion rights. 

The rare procedure is used in late­
term pregnancies. Doctors partially 

NATIONAL NOTES 
■ Bill introduced tor mealtime prayers. A North ■ Methodist giving gap grows. The United 
Carolina congressman has introduced a bill that Methodist Church said giving for this year 
would allow students at the nation's three military continues to drop.:-down 5 percent, or about 
academies to, conduct voluntary prayen. before $3 million-after church officials first noticed a 
meals. Rep. Walter Jones, R-N.C., said his bill will looming deficit three months ago. Church 
"ensure the protection of our future military officials said spending on some programs will 
heroes' First Amendment rights" for students at need to be cut unless parishioners are able to 
West Point, the.Naval Academy and the Air Force make up the difference by the end of the year. As 
Academy. The ACLU has notified the U.S. Naval of Oct. 1, the church had received $59.5 million, 
Academy in Annapolis, Md., that it is "monitoring" down from $62.6 million at the same point last 
its mealtime prayers, but has not filed formal legal year. 
action. 

■ Court won't stop "spirit of Satan" suit. An 
■ Supreme Court to revisit on·line porn law. Iowa judge will nciw decide if the phrase "spirit 
Conservative Christian groups are hailing the ·, > of Satan" is basis for islander suit after the U.S. 
Supreme Court's decision to once again consider . Supreme Court declined to intervene in .a dispute ' 
the constitutionality of protectfng children from at a rural Iowa. chyrch. Last we~k. the nation's 
online pornography. The justices decided Oct. 14 highest court rejeCted a petition rby the Unit~d 
to hear arguments concerning the Child Online Methodist Church in Iowa to dismiss the case. 
Pornography Act. In 1997, the court struck down . That move sends the 2-year-old case back to a 
Congress' first comprehensive effort to penalize judge in Butler County, Iowa, for tria,J. On its face, 
people who make it too simple for children to find the case is a simple defamation suit, but church-
online pornographic material. The current case ' state watchers say it could hold important 
will determine jVhether a subsequent law prevents precedent on how much a secular court can or 
too much material from being seen by adults, • should -involve itself in internal church matters. 
Associated Press reported. • 

■ Seventh-day Adventists report increase. The 
Seventh-day Adventist Church has grown to a 
total of 13.3 million baptized members worldwiqe, 
an increase of almost a million in the last year. 
Jan Paulsen, president of the General Conference 
of Seventh-day Adventists, said the church is 
working to involve youth in its ongoing 
evangelism goals. "I think we have become better 
at acknowledging and affirming the creative role 
that young people and young professionals can 
and must play in our future," he said. "Fifty-five, 
60 percent of our total world community are 
under 30 years of age." The 13.3 million figure 
includes only baptized adults, he added. 

■ Sult over "Jesus" film settled. A 2-year-old • 
suit involving Campus .crusade for Christ's 
"Jesus" film has been settled. Film producer 
John Heyman claimed there were unauthorized 
changes made in a children's version of the film, 
Christian Century reported. Campus Crusade 
founder Bill Bright, who died July 19, had worked 
with Heyman on widespread .exposure of the' 
movie. A staffer at the Jesus Film Project, a 
Campus Crusade affiliate in San Clemente, Calif., 
confirmed last month that the settlement had 
been reached, but details were not made public. 
Heyman said in an e-mail: "My relationship with 
Campus Crusade could not be better and there 
are no outstanding disputes." 
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deliver a fetus before using instru­
ments to collapse the skull and kill the 
fetus. 

Supporters say tbe current bill is 
more precise and will survive a courf 
challenge. The bill imposes a two­
year prison sentence and unspecified 
fines on any doctor who performs an 
"overt act" to "kill the partially de-

,<{>· 

"Roe is extreme in every way and 
has been used to justify the brutal kill­
ing of infants who are almost com­
pletely born," said Gail Quinn, exec­
utive director of the pro-life office at 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish­
ops. 
With additional reporting by Tom Strode of 
the Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious Lib­
erty Commission 
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THE MAIN PLACE Leaders at a Baptist church in Los Angeles say the drive-in prayer booth near Los Angeles is serving a need in the 
community for people to drop by and share prayer requests, many times when they feel like they have nowhere else to go. • 

Prayer booth enhances church's outreach 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

TUSTIN, Calif. (BP)...:._ Two new­
comers attended a free Wednesday 
evening barbecue in late June at The 
Main Place Christian Fellowship, a 
Baptist congregation amid the sprawl­
ing suburbs south of Los Angeles. 

One woman was embroiled in a 
legal dispute with her mother and oth­
er family members. The other had just 

. escaped from an abusive relationship. 
Seniors Pastor Martin Mosier met 

both women earlier that day at the 
church's drive-through prayer booth, 
a 7-by-10 foot building that used to 
hold a photo developing shop. 

Located in a strip mall across the 
street from the church, the unique out­
reach has prompted a stir in the com­
munity since opening in March. It also 
has been featured in the Los Angeles 
Times and on National Public Radio. 

Missions Pastor David Cottrill said 
it has spread awareness of the church 
across the region. More importantly, 
he said he believes divine guidance is 
behind the project. 

"Someone's coming onto our turf, 
which gives us an excellent opportu­
nity to point them to Jesus Christ," 
Cottrill said. "We get the sense that a 
lot of people have nowhere else to go. 
They don't have a priest, pastor or ... 
anyone else they can talk to, and we 
have a lot of people who don't know 
what their need is." 

After praying with the two women 
in distress, Mosier said, both had tears 
in their eyes. They also expressed grat­
itude that someone could talk with 
them- and provide them a meal. 

"I know from being there it's a 
blessing," said Mosier, one of 10 staff 
members who cover the booth weyk­
days from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. "We have 
people come through who break down 
and weep because they're going 
through a divorce or a child custody 

battle. 
"We feel it's a timely ministry," 

Mosier added. "It gets us out among 
the hurting. It's exceeded our expec­
tations in meeting needs and showing 
how desperate people are for prayer. 
This is the kind of ministry that every 
church can do." 

Cottrill credited Senior Pastor Rich 
Mathisrud with the idea to open a 
prayer booth. A successful business­
man who became a Christian at age 
30, Mathisrud always is "thinking 
outside," Cottrill said. 

"The _prayer booth 
wasn't unusual because 
the church has operated 
a thrift store for 10 
years," Cottrill said. 
"It's normal for staff 
people to pray with oth­
ers. This is just one 
more place where peo­
ple can go for prayer." 

In addition to free 
prayer, the 500-mem­
ber church offers free 
16-ounce bottles of wa­
ter and Bibles at the booth. During a 
typical week, staff give away a case 
of water bottles and thus far have dis­
tributed about 40 free Bibles. 

The first Bibles were in English 
and Spanish. Thanks to a donation 
from the Southern Baptist North 
American Mission Board, the church 
recently acquired versions in Arabic, 
Chinese and two Indian dialects. 
Leaders hope to obtain some Bibles 
in Farsi to serve a large Iranian com­
munity in neighboring Irvine, Cottrill 
said . . 

"Just love 'em" 
No census of conversions or an­

swered prayers is being taken. But 
Cottrill knows that people have found 
jobs, clothing and places to live. Vis­
itors also have seen other break­
throughs in their lives. 

Each request is forwarded to the 
church's prayer group, which meets 
at 5:30 a.m. during the week and one 
Friday a month at 7 p.m., he added. 

Don Rayl, the church's pastor of 
prayer and a high school baseball 
coach, recently prayed with a teenage 
girl who became a Christian. On each 
of his visits to the booth Rayl has 
prayed with at least two people. 

The prayer pastor also looks for 
additional involvement as awareness 
of the booth's effectiveness spreads. 

The churc.h advises 
volunteers to avoid con­
frontation or trying to 
meet every need and 
simply share what 
Christ has done in their 
lives. 

"We tell them not to 
push · on people, just 
love 'em," Rayl said. 
"We don't want to grab 
people and be forceful. 
We want to approach 
people the way Jesus 
did and tell them how 

they can know Him in a personal 
way." 

Interestingly, organizers said, half · 
the booth's visitors are members of 
other churches. They either have a 
need that day, or they know shared re­
quests will remain confidential, Cot­
trill said. 

A veteran of international mission 
trips, Cottrill said the prayer booth is 
similar to any outreach outside the 
church · where people make them­
selves available to God. 

The Main Place's most valuable 
aspect is that it shows _members they 
can minister to people any time and 
in any place, Cottrill said. 

Many Christians think unchurched 
people aren't interested in hearing 
about God, he noted, but the prayer 
booth has shown that many people are 
searching for truth. 

GOSPEL SHIP Baltimore's Breakwater Church, which meets in the 
Inner Harbor on the Dutchess of Pintail cruise ship, is the city's first 
"church ship'' in 150 years. (BP photo by Stephen Draper) 

'Gospel Ship' takes church 
to Baltimore's Inner Harbor 

BALTIMORE (BP)-Church planters Jay Martin and Larry 
Baker didn't plan to make history when they held their first 
worship service aboard the Duchess of Pintail in. Baltimore's 
Inner Harbor. • 

They were looking for rental space for their new church, 
Breakwater, when they felt drawn to the docked cruise boat 
and unwittingly ~ntered history. . 

The last time a Baltimore church met on a harbor ship . 
was 1852. On Aug. 10, 2003; the Baltimore press heralded 
Breakwater's launch service as the return of the ''Church 
Ship" after 150 years of absence. 

There are other parallels in the historic connection. 
In 1846, several men took the message of Jesus Christ to 

sailors who might never walk into a church built on land. 
They towed the decommissioned merchant ship "William 
Penn" into the Inner Harbor, repaired her and opened the 
Sailors Union Church. Soon the "Church Ship" regularly drew 
a crowd of 600 sailors whose lives had been impacted by a 
ministry that met them where they were. -. . 

In 2001, Pastor Jay Martin said he felt led by God to leave 
a comfortable lrre in Greenville, S.C., and move his family to 
the Inner Harbor to reach professional people who might not 
walk into a church. He went where they were. 

An estimated 32,000 people live within a mile of 
Baltimore's Inner Harbor. One hundred thousand people 
work there and 15 million people visit every year. 

Martin and his wife, Steffanie, prayerwalked, joined civic 
groups and helped with community projects to start 
relationships and share their faith. Martin and the new 
Breakwater team began impacting lives through acts of 
service to businesses and individuals around the Inner 
Harbor. 

Martin said he hopes Breakwater will provide a changing 
experience for everyone the church touches. 

Named tor a harbor breakwater that provides a calm port 
during storms, Breakwater's mission is to help people find 
peace in Jesus Christ in.the midst of busy, distracted lives. 

Businesspeople and residents have responded to the 
message. Coffee shops from Federal Hill to Canton offer free 
meeting space for Breakwater's small groups. 

"The life of the church occurs in the small community 
groups," said Larry Baker, who serves as small group pastor. 
'They provide a safe place where people can experience the 
love of Jesus and can grow in their own faith. It's life 
transforming because we encourage ea<;:h other to keep 
loving and serving others."' 

People responded to Breakwater and its. Aug. 9 pre-launch 
block party. "Many said the only reason they came was 
because they knew us through the acts ef service," Martin 
noted. 

A capacity crowd returned the next day for the church's 
first worship service aboard the Duchess of Pintail. 

"It was more than we hoped," Martin said.<IWe 
committed. every day to God and He did it all, ... William 
Carey was right when he said, 'Expect great things; attempt 
great things.'." 
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See no evil in China? 

Paul Marshall 
estimated at least 
25 million people 

belong to the 
underground 

churches. "It 
could be double or 

triple that." 

Protestant leaders 
·deny existence of 
religious persecution, 
underground church 
By Kevin Eckstrom 
Religion News Service 

WASHINGTON (RNS)- Leaders 
of government-sanctioned Protestant 
churches in China said Oct. 22 "there 
are no underground churches in Chi­
na" and dismissed reports of harassed 
Christians in the communist nation. 

Officials from the China Christian 
Council and the Three-Self Patriotic 
Movement also agreed with Beijing 
labeling the Falun Gong movement an 
"evil cult" that must be stopped. 

"The Chinese government is doing 
a better and better job of ensuring free­
dom of religious belief," Cao 
Shengjie, president of the China 
Christian Council, said at a news con­
ference at the Chinese Embassy. 

"If the government had not imple­
mented this policy; the Christian 
church in China could not have had 
this development." 

KEEPING FAITH A woman follows along in her Bible in a house church meeting in Harbin, China. (BP file photo) 

Cao dismissed reports of a thriv­
ing but persecuted underground 
church that human rights groups say 
has been harassed by Chinese offi­
cials. Instead, she said "only a limited 
number" of churches have not regis­
tered with the government. 

China a "country of particular con­
cern" for its religious freedom poli­
cies, and the U.S. Commission on In­
ternational Religious Freedom report: 
ed ' '.widespread and serious abuses of 
the right to freedom of religion and 
belief in China." 

"Wrong on both counts" "In the final analysis, a church is a 
church and there can be no under­
ground or above ground between 
them," Presbyter Ji Jianhong, chair­
man of the Three-Self Patriotic Move­
ment, said through a translator provid­
ed by the embassy. 

Paul Marshall, a senior fellow at 
the Center for Religious Freedom at 
Freedom House, a human rights 
watchdog group, estimated at least 25 
million people belong to the under­
ground churches, and "it could be 
double or triple that." U.S. officials disagree. Last May, 

Secretary of State Colin Powell named "They are wrong on both counts," 

Panel cites 'deterioration' of freedom 
The U.S. Commission on International 

Religious Freedom stated the following about 
China in its 2003 annual report, released in May: 

"The Commission has continued to monitor 
and report on the deterioration of protections for 
religious freedom in China in the current reporting 
year. The Chinese government commits 
numerous egregious violations against members 
of many of China's religious and spiritual 
communities, including Evangelical Christians, 
Roman Catholics, Tibetan Buddhists, Uighur 
Muslims, and other groups, such as the Falun 

-Gong. 
"I.n September 2002, the Commission wrote to 

Secretary Powell recommending that he continue 
to designate China as a CPC, which he did in 
March 2003. 

'The Chinese government remains a 
particularly severe violator of religious freedom. 
Persons continue to be confined, tortured, 
imprisoned, and subject to other forms of ill 
treatment on account of their religion or belief. 

"In the past year, official respect for religious 
freedom in China has diminished·. Chinese 
government officials have continued to claim the 
right to control, monitor, and restrain religious 
practice in that country, purportedly to protect 
public safety, order, health, and so forth. As part 

of China's crackdown on religious and spiritual 
believers, individuals have been charged with, or 
detained under suspicion of,pffenses that 
essentially penalize them tor tTl~nifesting 
freedoms of religion or belief; speech, 
association, or assembly. In addition, several 
prominent religious leaders have been detained, 
often on reportedly dubiouspiminal charges, 
such as rape and other sexual violence, or 
financial crimes. The crackdown against religious 
believers was authorized at the highest levels of 
the government, according to reportedly official 
documents obtained by human rights non­
governmental organizations. 

"In December 2001, for the first time since the 
adoption of the 1999 'evil cult' law, a Protestant 
Christian pastor was sentenced to death. Pastor 
Gong Shengliang of the underground 'South 
China Church' was sentenced to death for 
founding an 'evil cult'; he also was sentenced on 
the reportedly questionable charges of assault 
·and sexual violence. More than 200 members of 
the South China Church were arrested at the 
same time as Pastor Gong. In July 2002, three 
priests affiliated with the underground Roman 
Catholic Church were reportedly sentenced to 
three years in a labor camp after having been 
convicted of, engaging in 'cult' activities." 
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Marshall said. "There is an under­
ground church and it is persecuted." 

Much of the concern by human 
rights groups has focused on the gov­
emment' s crackdown on the Falun 
Gong movement, which it labeled an 
"evil cult" that aims to subvert the 
government. 

Cao said, "Falun Gong has noth­
ing to do with the question of religious 
belief. It is an evil cult that has com­
mitted many crimes against the Chi­
nese people." 

Cao ' s Shanghai-headquartered 
conference was established in 1980 as 
one of five religious groups that oper­
ate with the ·approval of the commu­
nist government. 

Together with the Three-Self Pa­
triotic Movement, the two groups rep­
resent 16 million Protestant Christians 
who shun denominational structures 
and labels. 

Neither group counts an estimated 
4 million underground Catholics as 
members. The Vatican has not had 
diplomatic relations with China since 
1951 and has not recognized an illicit 
patriotic Catholic Church established 
in 1957. 

Both Cao and Ji said Western 
churches must not try to establish mis­
sionary outposts in China. Both 
groups operate under the principle that 
the Chinese church must be self-gov­
erning, self-supporting and self-prop­
agating. 

"We feel it is the responsibility of 
the Chinese church to pass on the gos­
pel to Chinese Christians," Cao said. 
"Some foreign churches have come to 
China to impose their own way of 
thinking and sectoral disputes to the 
Chinese church . ... It is an infringe­
ment upon the sovereignty of China 
and therefore is harmful." 

Last week, the nine-member dele­
gation from China met with leaders of 
the New York-based National Coun­
cil of Churches. Antonios Kireopou­
los, the NCC's associate general sec­
retary for international affairs, said the 
NCC supports Falun Gong' s right to 
exist. 

"We are partners with them (the 
two official Christian groups). I can't 
comment on the restraints they may 
be under, but we would not agree with 
the statements they made," Kireopou­
los said. 

Life Way has the solution-a 15-passenger 
mini-bus that meets Federal safety standards. 

SERIOUS CONCERNS 
• How much financial liability 

can your church bear? 
• Insurance rates are going up! 
• legal Advisers are saying, 

"Ra move the lad row of seals!" 
• Some slalH have already 

put mandatory replacement 
deadllnH In action! 

• Charitable Organizations 
and Child Transportation . 
Businesses art al Risk! 

LifeWay-
CHURCH BUSES 

Carpenter Bus Sales, Inc. 
Na t ion 's It J Chun·h B 11.~ Dt:ul.:r 



Is life too complicated? 
"It is not rocket science," so the 

saying goes. At Cedarmore and 
Jonathan Creek, we have adopted 
that saying for many of the tasks 
we are about in the camping min­
istry. 

On the other hand, because 
many of the factors we face 
present great challenges, some­
times our ministry seems like 
rocket science. 

life is not rocket science. We 
should stop making it so compli­
cated and return to the basic tasks 
God has assigned to each of us. 

The yearly schedule at Cedar­
more and Jonathan Creek is filled 
with a wide variety of activities. The 
summer is packed with hundreds of 
energy-filled youth, and many 
times the winter months feel like life 

This month, church­
es across th is country 
have begun study ing 
Rick Warren's book, 
"The Purpose Driven 
Life." The staffs at Ce­
darmore and Jonathan 
Creek have begun the 
study as well. Typical­
ly, I am skeptical of the 
" latest and greatest" in 
books. I believe we are 
faddish people and 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST . 

and energy have totally 
left the properties. How 
do we as a staff keep fo­
cus in such a cyclical 
ministry? We must have 
our purpose firmly 
grounded in God's plan 
for our lives, not in our 
identity or j ob title. 

ASSEMBLIES 

many times we look for . 
the latest craze with David Melber 

I pray that as we pro­
ceed through Warren ' s 
40-day study our staff 
will realize why they are 
here on earth. If we un­
derstand our purpose and 
hold steadfast to that pur­
pose, _the ups and downs which to immerse our-

selves. The difference with War­
ren ' s book is the simplicity of the 
theme. The basic focal question is, 
"What on earth am I here for?" 

I am not sure about you, but I 
know many times I have asked 
God, " Why I am here?" or "Why 
am I in this particular situation?" 
Our human nature desires certain­
ty. We want to be sure that in each 
stage of life we are accomplish~ 
ing our purpose. "The Purpose 
Driven Life," in a nutshell , says 

of camp will become less of an is­
sue. The barriers to grow our min­
istry will no longer seem to hold us 
hostage. We will begin to see ev­
erything through the lens of God's 
purpose. We finally will experience 
a freedom that allows us to say that 
life and ministry are not highly 
complicated. As a matter of fact " it 
is not rocket science." 
David Melber is president of Kentucky 
Baptist Assemblies, Box 43364, Louisville, 
KY 40253-0364. Call (502) 499-8655 

Tim has a message for you: 
"Thanks. You're making a difference." 
Kentucky's Baptists are making 
a difference for children like Tim 
and others at Kentucky Baptist 
Homes for Children. 

Thank you for helping children 
who have been abused or 
neglected. 

Your support in the last year has 
brought about changed lives, 
including: 

■ 90 professions of faith 

■ 12 re-dedications 
■ 42 baptisms 

~ -

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children 
Life-changing ministries for children and families. 

1-800-456-1386 www.kbhc.org 

SMILE 
Kudzu 

J: ENJOYED YOUR 
SERMON ON WI-U>,.T 
I-IEl-L \5 L.\\-(.E,PREA.0.\i::R. 

For Heaven's Sake 
I'VE BEEN INVIT~D 

~o L.EAD A PRAYER 
AT THIS YEAR'S 

INTERFAITH 
SERV1ce. 

Bible Crossword 
Across 
1 "The earth shall _ before 

them" (Joel 2:10) 
6 Edify 
11 Repast 
12 Father of "mighty men" (1 

Chronicles 11 :34) 
14 Pronoun 
15 Fearful things 
17 Look, see! (arch.) 
18 Printer's measure 
19 Bose, Anjou, et al. 
20 Name of two Q.T. books (abbr.) 
21 Date approx. 100 yrs. before 

Babylonian captivity, to Caesar 
23 Age of Joshua when he died: one 

hundred 
24 "Before Abraham_, I am" 

(John 8:58) 
25 Son of Judah (Genesis 38) 
28 "Believe not every_" (1 John 

4:1) 
31 "To meet the Lord in the 

(1 Thessalonians 4:17) 
32 Take advantage of 
33 Gem in the fourth row of the 

ephod 
36 Son of Pashur (Ezra 10:22) 
39 Consumed 
40 Owns 
42 Article 
43 Country part of the British 

Commonwealth, until 1961 
(abbr.) 

44 Sponsors 
46 Linking verb 
47 Conjunction 
48 Fullness of this dwells bodily in 

Jesus 

Last week's solution 

© 1999 Barbour Publishing 

55 

.. BUT THf.Y 
WANT MY PRA' 
- - TO BE: 

(f'. :t-- ''~XCL.USI 
{(.. I' OR 

~~ ~ 

50 Number one? 

i 
h 
H o~ 

51 "Doth not even _ itself teach 
you" (1 Corinthians 11 :14) 

53 Son of Chislon (Numbers 34:21) 
55 "A ram caught in a thicket by his 

_ " (Genesis 22:13) 
56 Jobab king of_ (Joshua 11 :1) 

Down 
1 Extinguish 
2 "What's_?" 
3 Suitable 
4 Part of a castle 
5 Maketh a mistake? 
6 "Sow not among _ " (Jeremiah 

4:3) 
7 "Bringest certain strange things to 

our_" (Acts 17:20) 
8 Salaam's beast 
9 Abbreviation preceding AKC winner 
1 O Son of Meraioth (Nehemiah 

12:15) 
11 What a dog often does 
13 "Nor eat_ grapes, or dried" 

(Numbers 6:3) 
16 Feminine name 

Doug Marlette 

IT Wi>.SN ', W l-lJ>..T 
YOU 5AID-11" WNi 
1-/oW You SAID /1 ! 

Mike Morgan 

.o WHOM IT MA' 
CONC~RN 

56 

22 Put an end to 

Teri Grottke 

24 "They that are unlearned and 
unstable_" (2 Peter 3:16) 

26 Insolent talk 
27 Linking verb 
29 King of Assyria (2 Kings 15) 
30 Q.T. book 
33 Thessalonian Christian (Acts 17) 
34 Wife of Jerahmeel (1 Chronicles 

2:26) 
35 Island Paul visited on his way to 

Tyre (Acts 21) 
36 "Will he_ thy riches?" (Job 

36:19) 
37 One of the children of Anak 

(Numbers 13:22) 
38 His son was one of Solomon's 

twelve officers (1 Kings 4:10) 
41 Residue 
44 Symbol of power 
45 Father of Heber (Luke 3:35) 
48 King Ahaziah was wounded near 

here (2 Kings 9:27) 
49 Accomplished 
52 Preposition 
54 Word in a command 
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ISSUES --
I Gospel advertising campaign rejected for Times Square 

~ 
·~ 
"r 

By Kevin Eckstrom 
Religion News Service 

NEW YORK (RNS)- A $30,000 
deal to bring a glitzy United Method­
ist ad campaign to the heart of Times 
Square has been rejected because of 
its religious content. 

The United Methodist Church's 
"Igniting Ministry" campaign signed 
a deal to show a 30-second video spot 
on a 22-story electronic billboard on 
the Reuters building. 

But after the signing, Reuters re­
jected the contract because its policies 
prohibit ads for products or services 
that are "pornographic, political, reli­
gious, libelous, misleading or decep­
tive in nature." 

Church officials blasted the global 
media company for displaying ads for 
beer but rejecting messages about how 
people "can bring order and peace to 
their lives." 

"Reuters is an international com­
munications company that has decid­
ed it will be the arbiter of what the 
public sees and hears," said Larry 
Hollon, chief executive of the 
church's Nashville-based communi­
cations agency. 

HIGH PROFILE GOSPEL An artist rendering depicts what an ad by the United 
Methodist Church would have looked like on the Reuters building in Times 
Square. The ad was rejected by Reuters because of its religious content. 
(RNS photo courtesy of United Methodist Communications) 

The 11-screen billboard is located 
at the corner of West 43rd Street and 
Seventh A venue in the heart of the 
Great White Way. Reuters says adver­
tisements on its 7,000 square feet of 
signage are seen by 1.5 million peo­
ple per day. 

The deal, part of a $20 million 
"open hearts, open minds, open . 
doors" ad campaign, was to include. a 

We need a few dedicated men and women! 
It is not often that I use this column to ask for 

help. However, I am going to share one of our 
needs. 

The volunteer season is over, and we have had 
another wonderful year of help from a host of 
friends. From California to North Carolina and 
from Florida to Ohio, volunteers have come by 
the hundreds this spring, summer and fall to help 
with a wide variety of projects. 

The last two groups are now on our campus. 
One is from west central Kentucky. 
They come once or twice a year and 
help with projects that often include 
farm work. The second group is from 
South Carolina. It is a small but very 
skilled team of men and women who 
normally tackle some of our construc­
tion and carpentry needs. When these 
two groups leave us, our volunteer sea­
son officially will end. 

But just because no more groups are 
scheduled until next spring does not 
mean we don't have plenty of work still 
to be done. We have been working this 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

It does not have to be a group of 10 or 15; you 
may come with one or two others or alone. We 
have plenty of work to do, and we can use your 
help virtually any time from now until the end of 
April. Don't let the size of the group deter you 
from considering the possibility of spending a 
week or two with this project. 

A second project is also an ongoing process: 
the remodeling of one of our staff houses. Many 
of our friends know that Oneida provides hous­

ing for approximately 120 of our 150 
faculty and staff. The best time to do 
any remodeling is when the house or 

summer and fall on two projects that W.F. Underwood 

apartment is vacant. We have just such 
a situation now. One of our older hous­
es has been in need of some serious re­
pairs and remodeling. Several groups 
already have helped with this project. 
One group of men from Ballardsville 
helped install a new metal roof this sum­
mer. Others have done extensive work 
on the inside. While much progress has 
been made, a lot remains to be done. If 
at all possible, this remodeling needs to 
be completed before next spring when 
volunteers begin to return. will come to a standstill unless we find 

some special friends to help in the .next three or 
four months. Both projects are inside jobs, so one 
need not be concerned about the weather. 

One project is the remodeling of one of our 
boys ' dormitories. We began the renovation four 
years ago and completed one of the four floors 
scheduled for remodeling. Then we had to divert 
our labor resources to a more critical project. Now 
we have directed our efforts back to the boys' 
dormitory. 

We can use the skills of any number of men 
and women, but we especially need people who 
can do carpentry, plumbing and electrical work. 

If you would like to help on either of these 
projects give me a call. We provide housing, meals 
and linens. You can help for a few days or longer. 
One of our maintenance men or construction men 
can work with you if you need their assistance. 
Don' t waste your winter inside with nothing to 
do! Give us a helping hand now and you will en­
joy next summer a lot more knowing that you 
helped us this winter. I am waiting to receive your 
can at (606) 847-4111, ext. 202. 
W. F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www. oneida 
school. org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org 
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30-second video segment called "The 
Gift" that was to be shown 10 times 
daily starting Nov. 15. The ad would 
have been seen during the Macy ' s 

. Thanksgiving Day parade. 
Reuters spokeswoman Samantha 

Topping said the contract was negoti­
ated by the Toronto-based Outdoor 
Television Network Limited advertis­
ing agency. 

Ron Walker, the CEO of the Tor­
onto ad company, apologized to the 
church and offered to help find space 
in Times Square to offer "the same 
message, to the same audience, in a 
similar medium." 

"Reuters did not choose to make 
the United Methodist Church an out-

cast," he sa,id. "It was purely an over­
sight on our part. We apologize to the 
church." 

The Times Square ad was to be the 
second high-profile Big Apple billing 
for the denomination. The church dis­
played an ad near ground zero after 
the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks that 
said, "Fear is not the only thing at 
work in the world today." 

Hollon accepted the apology but 
said the issue is not settled. 

"A policy that arbitrarily shuts out 
religious organizations from speaking 
in the public marketplace is discrimi­
natory," he said. "I will. continue to 
speak out against such discrimina­
tion." 

JToiirrn llil§ ifolI" llilI"ce~filt§iti Remarks: 

GEORGETOWN 
C O L L E G E 

Office of Church Relations 
• invites 

mllllilmn:n. & Jfrielillol§ 
for a free breakfast. 

Wednesday, November 12 • 7:30 a.m. 
Immanuel Baptist Church Gymnasium 

Space is limited. 
First come,first served Tickets available at the 

Georgetown College KBC exhibit. 

Dr. Bill Crouch, 
President 

Music: 
Georgetown College 

Chorale 

Pure Kentucky 
menu: 

Eggs, bacon, grits, 
toast, coffee, juice 

Harlan student a role model for missions 
Harlan County native Christy VBS and visited in orphanages and 

Flanagan didn't come far to attend a disability center. God gave me a 
Clear Creek, but she already has heart for the people." 
followed the Lord to Africa, Mich- Christy also has helped with a 
igan and North Carolina. vacation Bible school in Michigan. 

"I've been going to church all In North Carolina, she worked with 
my life, thanks to my parents," a local church in a beach vacation 
Christy said. "At age 6 I realized I Bible school. 
needed a Savior and received Jesus "The first day there were no chil­
into my life." At First Baptist dren, and we tried to round some 
Church of Loyall she up. We helped some chil­
sings in the choir and CLEAR CREEK dren whose house had 
w?rks with Mission CHRONICLE b~rne? an~ ended .up 
Fnends. with nme children dtinng 

May 2003 graduate the week," Christy said. 
Shannon Benefiel and Majoring in missions 
New Testament profes- and evangelism, Christy 
sor Roy Lucas are co- enjoys the environment 
pastors of the Loyall con- of Clear Creek. "The 
gregation. people here are so open 

"Dr. Lucas was our and friendly," she said. 
interim pastor before we 'The professors really 
made the decision," care about the students." 
Christy said. "We liked Dr. Lucas said, "In the 
them both, and they com- Bill Whittaker four years I have known 
plement each other. The . Christy, she has always 
church is growing. It is a great ex- had a spirit of service, a 'let's go' 
perience having both of them." attitude. She's never shy about shar-

When Christy was in the fifth ing the gospel and is a good role 
grade, she wanted to be a mission- model for other youth." 
ary. God confirmed His call on a 
trip to Botswana, Africa, in 2000 
with Teen Mania Ministries. 

"We did village ministry, going 
from hut to hut telling people about 
Jesus. They are really loving peo­
ple and open to the gospel," Christy 
said. "On my second trip we distrib- Bili Whittaker is president of Clear Creek 
uted Samaritan's Purse boxes, did Baptist Bible College, Pineville, KY 40977 



Annuity Board 
offering church 
budget workbook 

GRASS VALLEY, Calif. 
(BP)- A good thing happened 
last year during the budget plan­
ning process at New Covenant 
Baptist Church in Grass Valley, 
Calif. 

For the first time, the budget 
was prepared using a step-by­
step approach to achieve a 
sound financial plan. 

"We are a smaller church · 
with membership of 125," pas­
tor Mike Sanchez said. "In the 
past, our budget planning was 
the church council meeting to 
consider the needs of the con­
gregation and then matching the 
giving to the needs. It was not 
always the most effective meth­
od." 

But things changed when the 
church asked Rod Wiltrout 
from the California Southern 
Baptist Convention to meet 
with the council and help devel­
op a new budget approach. 

"I met with the group and to­
gether we went through the An­
nuity Board's Planning Financial 
Support workbook which gives a 
church an easy-to-follow budget 
plan and even provides sample 
policies and forms," said Wil­
trout, director of the California 
convention's stewardship devel­
opment department and the An­
nuity Board state representative. 

In addition, the workbook in­
cludes information about restruc­
turing the minister's salary away 
from the "package approach" to 
a "salary am;! benefits approach." 
A salary and benefits approach 
includes reviewing ministry-re­
lated expenses, protection bene­
fits and personal income for min­
isters. 

"With this new approach, our 
church council set up a blueprint 
for our budget that worked great 
for our congregation this year and 
puts us ahead of the game as we 
prepare for 2004," Sanchez said. 

Annuity Board President O.S. 
Hawkins said "lump sum" sala­
ries for both pay and benefits are 
a disservice to both the minister 
and the church. 

"It is so important for church­
es to restructure salary packages 
in orderto provide the pastor and 
church employees adequate pay 
while the church takes on the re­
sponsibility for funding the cost 
of protection benefits such as 
medical, life and disability cov­
erage and retirement plan contri­
butions," he said. 

Sanchez called the new bud­
geting plan a win-win situation 
for himself and the church. "Our 
2003 budget was designed to 
meet the needs cif the church and 
of the pastor and we are seeing 
positive benefits all around." 

The Planning Financial Sup­
port workbook is a free resource , 
available at the Annuity Board by 
calling (800) 262-0511 or visit­
ing the Web site, www.absbc.org. 

BOOKS/MUSIC 
Looking for a ■■■ 

Rock opera takes gospel to young adults 
By Adelle Banks 
Religion News Service 

WABASH, Ind. (RNS)-Veteran 
Christian musictan Eddie DeGarmo 
has modernized the gospel-moving 
Jesus from Nazareth to New York­
in hopes of turning listeners and view­
ers of his rock opera "!Hero" back to 
the Bible. 

"Really, what I want is for them to 
go back and get involved with the 
original gospel and learn what that sto­
ry is," DeGarmo said in an interview 
shortly before "!Hero" began its 19-
city run. 

The tour starts in Wabash, Ind., on 
Nov. 1 and ends Nov. 23 in San An­
tonio. 

The postmodern version of the 
gospel has dramatic changes from the 
traditional King James translation: De­
Garmo replaced Roman magistrates 
with "power politicians" and centuri­
ons with "dirty cops." The multipli­
cation of the loaves and the fishes hap­
pens in Central Park. Jesus' transfig­
uration occurs from atop the Empire 
State Building. 

And, Jesus, who is called "Hero," 
is black and wears dreadlocks. 

"I think it's been long enough that 
we've depicted Christ as a blue-eyed 
European, and chances are He proba­
bly wasn't that and chances are He 
wasn't African-American," DeGarmo 
said. 

In addition, DeGarmo said, he sees 
a "fairly good modem parallel" be­
tween Jews escaping bondage and 
being a downtrodden piople in Jesus' 
day and the history of African-Amer­
icans. 

Michael Tait, a member of de Talk 
who releases his second solo album 
as ''Tait" on Nov. 4,jumped at the op­
portunity to play the modern Jesus 
role. He grew up with a picture of a 
blond Jesus at the Baptist church 
where his father was pastor in inner­
city Washington. 

"To have a Jesus that was black is 
such a provocative step and I thought, 
what a great way to stir up and to in­
voke interest in an age-old story, the 
history, the Bible, the gospel," he said. 

CAST Christian musicians (from left) 
Rebecca St. James, Michael Tait and Mark 
Stua,t star in the new rock opera "!Hero," 
a modern-day telling of the gospel story. In 
addition to the live tour, the 31-song 
production also will be featured on a two­
CD set. (RNS photo cou,tesy Meax Music) 

Tait is partnered in the project with 
Mark Stuart, lead singer of Audio 
Adrenaline, who plays Petrov, and 
Rebecca St. James, who plays Mag­
gie. The three of them, all prominent 
in the contemporary Christian music 
scene, join a predominantly "CCM" 
group of artists in the 31-song produc­
tion featured in a two-CD set and the 
live tour. 

"It's definitely challenging," Tait 
said. "Musically, I sing everything 
from R&B to pop to hip-hop to Latin. 
... Hopefully, somewhere in one of 
the songs, it will reach somebody 
where they are." 

Jesus in today's world 
DeGarmo, who spent 17 years as a 

keyboardist and singer with the group 
DeGarmo and Key, collaborated with 
writer Bob Farrell on the project. 

He started on it in 1994 after his 
student-teacher daughter told him 
most of her students did not relate 
Easter to the Resurrection. 

"I thought about what it would be 
like if Jesus walked into today's 
world," he said. 

He said the project can compare in 
some ways to the Jesus-focused mu-

sical productions dating to the 1970s, 
but DeGarmo added that "!Hero" is 
less historical than the rock opera 
"Jesus Christ Sup\!rstar" and grittier 
than the musical "Godspell." 

Barry Alfonso, author of''The Bill­
board Guide to Contemporary Chris­
tian Music," said the modernization of 
the gospel story could be a tricky 
proposition if it's aimed at evangeli­
cal audiences. 

"I think it's pushing the envelope 
of what's acceptable in the Christian 
pop culture world," Alfonso said. 
"The very fact that they're transpos­
ing the story of Jesus to a modem set­
ting-you're talking about a commu­
nity that's based on biblical literal­
ism." 

"!Hero" is told through the eyes of 
Agent Alexander Hunter, an updated 
version of a biblical Roman officer. 
He performs a rap song describing 
Jesus as a "Man on a Mission." 

Tait said his favorite song is ''Not 
in Our House," a modernization of 
Jesus' "holy anger" toward money­
changers in the temple. 

"I get to be a boy," he said. "I get 
to break things." 

Beyond the music and the drama, 
"!Hero" has become the latest pack­
age of products offered especially to 
shoppers in the Christian retail mar­
ketplace. 

Aimed at the MTV generation, the 
story also is told in a series of comic 
books, a colorful graphic novel, and a 
novel trilogy by Stephen Lawhead and 
Ross Lawhead. 

The second and third novels won't 
be published until 2004 and 2005, 
which DeGarmo admits is an attempt 
"to create longevity for the project." 

Rod Kim, a senior at Greenville 
College in Greenville, III., said he's 
only heard the music but it's made him 
look forward to traveling to opening 
night in Wabash. 

"The music is innovative and 
fresh," the contemporary Christian 
music major said. "It's tight, teeth­
grinding and in your face. It incorpo­
rates not only traditional styles of rock, 
but newer styles such as rapcore and 
electronic rock." 

Veteran christian 
musician Eddy 
DeGarmo said he 
started on the 
project after his 
student-teacher 
daughter told him 
most of her .. 
students did not 
relate Easter to 
the Resurrection. 
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PRAYER 
PARTNERS 

Please pray for these 
people and projects, 

which are part of 
Kentucky Baptists' 

partnership with Baptists 
in Poland, Europe and 

New England: 

■ Give thanks for the 
two professions of faith 

that resulted from an 
English school this past 

summer in Poland. 
Contacts continue to be 
made as a result of this 
project. Please pray for 
the two new Christians' 

continued growth .. 

■ A group of 10 deaf 
Christians in Budapest 
meeting every Sunday 
for praise, prayer and 

Bible stories. This is the 
only known deaf-led 

Christian congregation in 
Hungary. Pray for the 
organization of a deaf 
church multiplication 

seminar for this church 
that will share with them 

the vision of reaching 
the 40,000 deaf in 
Budapest with the 

gospel. 

■ International Service 
Corps workers Richard 

and Wanda Clark request 
prayer tor a youth Bible 

study meeting twice 
each month in their. 
home. "Pray for the 

youth as they attend and 
learn more how to serve 

our Lord and grow 
stronger in Him," they 

write. 

■ Gary and Patti Oakley, 
former members of 

Aurora Baptist Church 
now living in Qatar, 
request prayer tor a 

Christian nanny to work 
in Qatar from November 
to June 2004. For more 
information, contact the 

Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's partnership 

missions office, (888) 
254-5724. 

PEOPLE 
Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by staff 

■ BOWLING GREEN-First 
Church will host David Ford in 
concert Nov. 6, 6 p.m. Mark Hop­
per is pastor. 
■ BREMEN- Rusty Trotter re­
cently resigned as pastor of Mount 
Pisgah Church. 
■ CAMPBELLSVILLE- Saloma 
Church will ·host Jason Dunbar in 
concert Nov. 2. John Chowning is 
pastor. 
■ ELIZABETHTOWN- Severns 

Valley Church will host a fall festi­
val Oct. 31, 5:30-7':30 p.m. For in­
formation, call (270) 769-5738. 
■ FRANKLIN-First Church will 
host a children's carnival Oct. 30, 
6-8 p.m. Bob Sutton is pastor. 
■ HOPKINSVILLE-First Church 
called Robert Tubbs as interim youth 
minister. Rodney Travis is pastor. 
■ LEXINGTON-Immanuel 
Church will host Alathea in concert 
Nov. 9, 6 p.m. Singer/songwriter 

Kate Campbell will perform at 
Immanuel's annual single adult 
Thanksgiving celebration Nov. 24. 
For more information, call (859) 
266-3 174. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Carlisle A venue 
Church's children's choir will 
present the musical, "Acorns To 
Oaks," Nov. 9, 6 p.m. Shawn Mer­
ithew is pastor. 

St. Matthews Church will host a 
concert of sacred traditional choral 
music presented by Cornerstone 
men's chorale Nov. 23, 6 p.m., di­
rected by Doug Jones. 
■ MOREHEAD- First Church re­
cently honored Ben Hays for his 

service as a deacon, trustee, greeter, 
usher, committee member and rep­
resentative to Bracken Association. 
Don Mantooth is pastor. 
■ VERSAILLES-New Hope 
Church ordained Richard "Dino" 
Payne as a deacon Sept. 28. Wes­
ley Noss is pastor. 

What's going on? 
Send your happenings to 

Mountains to the Mississippi. Mail: 
Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253. 
Fax: (502) 244-6474. E-mail: 
• wesrec@earthlink.net. 

Casting Crowns: New Christian ban~'s CD debuts at No. 1 
By Sara Horn 
SBC LifeWay Christian Resources 

NASHVILLE (BP)-An album 
that debuts at No. 1 and a national 
tour to promote it is a dream come 
true for most musicians. 

Mark Hall hasn't given it much 
thought, though. His attention is still 
in McDonough, Ga., where 400 
teenagers are without their youth 
pastor for the month of October. 

"This is a pretty busy month for 
us (with the youth ministry), so I've 
been thinking a lot about how things 
are running while I'm gone," said 
Hall, youth pastor for Eagle's Land­
ing First Baptist Church in McDon­
ough. "We've got 40 adult workers 
so (the youth) are in good hands, but 
my family and the youth group are 
definitely on my mind." 

Hall is lead singer of Casting 
Crowns, the seven-member Chris­
tian band recently signed by Beach 
Street Records, a new label under 
Provident Music Group. 

The label is led by three key in­
fluencers in the music industry: 
multiple Dove-award winner Steven 
Curtis Chapman, lead vocalist Mark 
Miller of country music's Sawyer 
Brown and Terry Hemmings, presi­
dent and CEO of Provident. 

CD sets sales record 
The band's self-titled album, co­

produced by Miller and Chapman, 
debuted at No. l the first week of Oc­
tober, garnering the highest first­
week sales of any debut artist, ac­
cording to Nielsen SoundScan 
Christian Market sales chart. 

"It's been exciting and kind of 
surreal how everything came togeth­
er all at once," said Hector Cer­
vantes, one of the band's guitarists. 
"I think everything has happened 
because we didn't pursue it-we 
never sent out demos or tried to get 
a record deal. We were just playing 
praise and worship for our church. 

"We pray (that the CD) challeng­
es people," Cervantes added. 
"We've already seen God work 
through this entire process and we 
pray we'll continue to see Him." 

Life Way Christian Stores hosted 
the band at LifeWay's downtown 
Nashville offices Oct. 8-the day 
before the band kicked off its first 
national tour opening for Rebecca 
St. James. 

"At LifeWay Christian Stores, 
we're always looking for messages 
that can have a Kingdom impact,"· 
said Mark Scott, vice president of 

LifeWay's retail division. "When 
we find them, we want to get behind 
them and do our part in helping them 
see the light of day. Casting Crowns 
is a band whose music resonates di­
rectly with LifeWay's very reason 
for existence-to help people and 
churches know Jesus Christ." 

The group, now at Eagle's Land­
ing, got its start at First Baptist 
Church of Daytona Beach, Fla., as 
the home worship band there. 

Each band member serves as a 
small group leader in the Eagle's 
Landing student ministry and all 
have been trained-and train oth­
ers-in FAITH, an evangelism strat­
egy that focuses on the strategic use 
of Sunday School to reach commu­
nities for Christ. 

The irony of the group's success 
is that Casting Crowns wasn't look­
ing for a record deal. 

They were happy playing for the 
church's student ministry and 
around the Atlanta region. But word 
traveled quickly after the group pro­
duced two independent records. 
Through a fan, a copy eventually 
found its way into the hands of Mill­
er who was struck by Hall's "strong 
vocals and honest lyrics." Miller 
called the youth pastor in March to 
offer any help he could. 

"One of Mark's first questions 
was, 'If we do thfs, will I still get to 
stay a youth pastor?"' Miller re­
called. "He didn't want to give up 
his youth ministry. That was ex­
tremely refreshing to hear. I told 
him, 'Sure, Mark, but your congre­
gation may be a whole lot larger 
than you would have ever imag­
ined."' 

Southern Baptist roots 
Scott learned of the group 

through his friendship with Chap­
man, Miller and Hemmings. The 
band's straightforward lyrics, fresh 
sound and Southern Baptist roots 
seemed like a strong combination 
that Life Way Christian Stores could 
support. 

"In 17 years in Christian music, 
I've never been part of a retail part­
nership like this before," Hemmings 
said. "In our day-to-day work, we 
sometimes forget that these aren't 
just products, but they are messages 
needing to be heard." 

LifeWay Christian Stores will 
help promote the new group by 
holding autograph signings and oth­
er in-store events. 

"Most importantly," Scott said, 
"we will pray for them." 

CROWNING ACHIEVEMENT Contemporary Christian band Casting Crowns performs in a 
recent musical showcase hosted by Life Way Christian Resources in Nashville. Performing 
are (from left). Mark Hall, lead singer, and Hector Cervantes, guitarist and vocalist. (BP 
photo by Morris Abernathy) • • 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
AVAILABLE: Evangelist Wy­

man Copass has relocated to 436 
Bellevue Ave., Bowling Green, and is 
available for revivals, interims and 
supply preaching. Several dates still 
open this fall and next year. Home and 
office phone: (270) 393-0345; cell: 
(270) 427-7632. 

FOR SALE: 147 end-of-lease 
award-winning Panasonic Medallion 
copiers. Very low meter counts. Ex­
tremely low prices. Call Data Copy 
(502) 456-5511. First come, first 
served. 

FOR SALE: Yamaha baby grand 
piano. Polished walnut finish; beauti­
ful instrument in excellent condition. 
$11,900. (270) 265-2395. 

SEEKING: Nelson Baptist Asso­
ciation is receiving resumes for the 
part-time position of director of mis­
sions. Send resume, along with a cov­
er letter stating the reasons for your 
interest, to: David Wells, First Baptist 
Church, 254 S Buckman St., Shep­
herdsville, KY 40165. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
music for Bruner's Chapel Baptist 
Church. Send resume to: Bruner's 
Chapel Baptist Church, 2672 Mack­
ville Road, Harrodsburg, KY 40330, 
Attn: Music Committee. 

SEEKING: Full-time church sec­
retary for Elizabethtown Baptist 
Church. Please send resume to: Per­
sonnel Committee, Elizabethtown 
Baptist Church, PO Box 338, Eliza­
bethtown, KY 42701. 

SEEKING: Childcare/daycare 
teachers. Top pay. Moriday-Friday. 
Mail resume or call Darlene, (502) 
363-3300. Lynn Acres Daycare, 5007 
Southside Drive, Louisville, KY 
40214. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth direc­
tor for Waco Baptist Church. Send 
resume to PO Box 560, Waco, KY 
40385. 

SEEKING: Part-time music direc­
tor, West End Baptist Church, 324 
South 28th St., Paducah, KY 42003. 
(270) 443-1043. 

· SEEKING: Part-time youth min­
ister for Salem Baptist Church. Please 
send resumes to Search Committee, 
PO Box 329, Salem, KY 42078, Attn: 
Sandra Williams. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor. 
Community Baptist Church of Hend­
erson, Ky., affiliated with Cooperative 
BaptistFellowhip, seeks full-time pas­
tor to succeed retiring pastor. Submit 
resumes and references to: Pastor 
Search Committee, Community Bap­
tist Church, 1026 Pebble Creek Drive, 
Henderson, KY 42420. For more in­
formation about the church, go to 
www.CommunityBaptistChurch.org. 

SEEKING: Eastview Baptist 
Church of Henderson, Ky., is seeking 
a pastor to shepherd a loving, pray­
ing, compassionate church. Send re­
sumes to: Eastview Baptist Church, 
1017 Earl St., Henderson, KY 42420, 
Attn: Beverly Miller, search commit­
tee chairperson. 
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PEOPLE 
Big air & Jesus 
Baldwin fJrings 
street credibility 
to Christian DVD 
By· Shelby Oppel 
Religion News Service 

PORTLAND , Ore. (RNS)­
Stephen Baldwin was under the east 
end of Portland ' s Burnside Bridge, 
wearing an "Army of the Lord" I­
shirt with camouflage pants and di­
recting a Christian-themed DVD of 
skateboarders and BMX riders. 

As taping began on a recent 
Wednesday at Burnside Skatepark, 
the connections-Baldwin, skate­
boarding, Christians?-were hard to 
grasp for some Burnside regulars, like 
33-year-old Nate Bemiller of Port­
land. 

"You're Stephen Baldwin?" Be­
miller asked the actor, who wore a 
backward baseball cap with "Jesus" 
embroidered on one side and "God is 
good" on the other. 

"We're just a bunch of Christian 
guys making a video,'·' said Baldwin, 
burly and tan. As if to make his pur­
pose clearer, he pointed to a BMX rid­
er, high in the air above the skate park. 
"He gets more air 'cause he's got 
Jesus," Baldwin said, half-joking. 

Bemiller grinned, but he didn't 
bite: 'Tm not gonna go there," he said. 

Though many people don't know 
it, the actor known for his role as a 
career criminal in "The Usual Sus­
pects" and, most recently, as part of 
the cast of ABC's reality show "Ce­
lebrity Mole" is a born-again Chris­
ti~. ' 

His newfound faith, and his friend­
ship with Beaverton-based evangelist 
Luis Palau, are what led him to direct 
and host the DVD. Called "Livin' It," 
the project is meant to reach teens with 
the gospel through the culture of ex­
treme sports. 

While the Baldwin angle adds a 
wrinkle, the link between evangelical 
Christian·s and skateboarding is noth­
ing new. 

Portland, in fact, is home to the 
nation's oldest "skate church," a min­
istry begun in 1987 at Central Bible 

SKATEBOARDER Jaren Lee, 20, was 
among the Christians performing at 
Burnside Park in Portland, Ore., during the 
taping of "Livin' It." (RNS photo by Marv 
Bondarowicz) 

Church. Each week, 130 to 200 skate­
boarders show up to use 11,000 square 

• feet in a church-owned warehouse, 
stopping for 30 minutes to listen to a 
"gospel message." 

The ministry has spawned imita­
tors from California to Florida. And 
Christian "demo" teams travel the 
country, riding skateboards manufac­
tured by Christian skateboard compa­
-nies. 

'Skate evangelists' 
Palau, an evangelist who holds 

Christian music festivals around the 
world, has taken notice of the skate 
ministries' success. Since 2000, each 
of his festivals has featured a skate 
park with professional skateboarders 
and "skate evangelists." 

Last year, Baldwin met Palau at a 
festival in Syracuse, N.Y. That led to 
Baldwin's appearance at another fes­
tival in Fort Lauderdale, Fla_, this 
spring, which led to his role in the 
DVD. 

The youngest of the acting Bald­
win brothers (Alec, Daniel and Will­
iam are the others), Baldwin, 37, has 
been in film and television since the 
1980s, often playing the screwball 
comedian while earning a bad-boy 
reputation off the set. • 

"Stephen is really the perfect host 
because he's not the goody-goody 
Christian, he's not really known for 
that," says Kevin Palau, Luis' son, 
who is executive vice president of 
Luis Palau Evangelical Association. 
The association is spending about 
$200,000 to produce the DVD. 

Baldwin was raised as a Roman 
Catholic, which for him was a "rela­
tively meaningless" experience and 
"kind of a scary deal," he says. About 

two years ago, he says, he was "cap­
tured by the Lord" and "born again." 

He calls the change "a predestined 
reality," but he also credits his wife, 
Kennya, who is a Christian. She and 
the couple's daughters- Alaia, 10, 
and Hailey, 6--were in Portland for 
the filming. 

"Livin' It" will feature footage of 
stunts by professional BMX riders and 
skateboarders, as well as interviews 
with the athletes talking about their 
faith. The roster includes BMX riders 
Rich Hirsch, John Greer and Vic Mur­
phy, and skateboarders Anthony Car-

ney and Tim Bum. 
Once the DVD is finished early 

next year, it will be sold to churches 
and Christian youth organizations for 
use as an outreach tool, but it also 
might make it to video stores, Palau 
says. 

Finding God 'through a skateboard' 
Bruce Crisman, a BMX rider who 

was a gold medalist at the Summer X 
Games in 2001, says he uses any op­
portunity to talk about his faith. "The 
Lord found me through a skateboard­
er," says Crisman, 24, of Tigard, Ore. 
"Who knows what it could be for 
someone else." 

Jud Heald, a skateboarder from 
Missouri, acknowledged that skaters 
who actively proclaim a Christian 
faith are a small segment of the skate­
boarding world. But that makes their 
mission even more important, he says. 

"There's a few of us that the Lord 
has really put it on our hearts to reach 
out to the other guys," says Heald, 26. 

Bemiller, the skeptical skater who 
wandered onto the set, got a free board 
out of his chance meeting with Bald­
win. When the actor saw Bemiller's 

. board-illustrated with the word "ter­
ror" over an image of a woman's legs 
sticking out of a trash can-he gave 
him a new one with an image of a 
skull, a cross and the word "faith." 

"Get this local cat some grip tape," 
Baldwin yelled to his crew. 

He wasn't won over, Bemiller said, 
but he wasn't turned off, either. 'They 
did a good job connecting with me, 
but I'm such an agnostic," Bemiller 
said. "I've dealt ""'.ith evangelical types 
before, but these guys are pretty laid 
back. I appreciate the subtle ap­
proach." 

PLAN OF ACTION Actor 
Stephen Baldwin talks with 
BMX rider Bruce Crisman, 
24, about the route he will 
ride through Burnside 
Skatebark in Portland, Ore. 
Both were at the park to 
record a Christian-themed 
DVD. "We're just lovin ' 
people, you know?" (RNS 
photo by Bruce Ely) 
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