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- personal faith and publi

year’s election

- Lincoln, Neb. (RNS)—Nearly
two-thirds of American voters
say their religious beliefs will
be an important factor when it
comes time to cast their votes
for president next year, accord-
ing to a new Gallup Poll. ‘

Sixty-four percent of regis-
tered voters say their “personal
religious beliefs and faith” will
help shape their vote for presi-
dent; 36 percent say it will not.

Pollsters detected a “gender
gap” between women and men:

44 percent of women said faith

- would be extremely or very im-
portant, compared to only 33
percent of men.

Albert Winseman, religion
editor for Gallup’s Tuesday
Briefing report, said the gap

~ presents opportunities and
challenges for both parties.

“The challenge for the Dem-
candidate, whoever
~ that may be, will be to make
. a real connection between

somethmg that most. 'uf

Preéldent Bush

= boen open about his evangeli-

“cal Christian faith, may have

~ an advantage in areas that are

~ traditional Repubhcan terri-
tory—rural areas and suburbs.
Only 30 percent of urban vot-
ers said religion will dictate
their votes, compared to 41 per-

cent of suburban voters and 46

; percent of rural voters.
~ The poll of 867 registered
~ voters has a margin of error of

~ plus or minus 4 percent.

Some scholars take
new look at silent
man beside manger

By Kevin Eckstrom
Religion News Service

Washington (RNS)—Poor Joseph.
For someone who is otherwise a

crucial character in the Christmas

story, the earthly father of Jesus of-
ten is overlooked, some would say
neglected, or worse, ignored.

Each year, the Madonna and
child are featured on a postage
stamp, but not with Joseph. In the
Bible itself, Joseph appears brief-
ly at the beginning in Bethlehem,
again when Jesus is 12 years old,
but then disappears from the story.
There is no mention of his life, or
curiously, his death.

“At Christmas, Joseph is always
depicted at the nativity, yet the
songs sing of the child and mother,
the star, wise men, angels and shep-
herds,” writes Ann Ball in the new
Encyclopedia of Catholic Devotions
and Practices. “Joseph is there, yet
hardly noticed.”

The few scholars who have exam-
ined Joseph seem to agree on one
thing. While he might seem to play
a minor role in Jesus’ life, he was by
no means insignificant, and should
not be overlooked.

If nothing else, Joseph was an
“unsung hero” who provided Je-
sus with protection, royal lineage,
a livelihood and, perhaps, a world-
view that shaped his outreach to
the poor and downtrodden.

“All of us are kind of bit players
in bringing about God’s purposes,”
said Stephen Davis, a professor of
philosophy and religion at Clare-
mont (Calif.) McKenna College.

Q See “Some scholars ...” Page 8

JOSEPH This mosaic portrait of Joseph is in the Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate -Conception in Washington, D.C. Although he plays a central role in the
Christmas story, Joseph often is referred to as the “forgotten saint.” (Photo courtesy
the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception)

Leaders: E. Kentucky centers reaching converts, but not disciples

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

McDowell—At first glance, God’s
Appalachian Ministry in McDow-
ell appears. to be doing everything
right.

Organizers Lynn and Angie Wag-
oner have a simple strategy to share
God’s love. They explain how to be-
come a Christian to anyone who vis-
its the center for free groceries.

Approximately 200 people have
made professions of faith in Jesus
as their personal Savior since the
Wagoner's started GAP in 1999.

But when Mrs. Wagoner recently
inventoried their records, she could
find only 10 families that have de-
veloped any church ties.

“We will see a lot of people come
in and get saved and baptized and
then we never see them again,”
she said. “We need some disciple-
ship in place for them to go to im-
mediately.

“Most of these people have no
church background,” Mrs. Wagoner
said. “They need someone to walk
beside them for a while and teach
them to study their Bible and pray.
Our relationship with the Lord isn’t
all salvation.”

Others invalved in ministry
throughout Eastern Kentucky agree
that while conversions are up, in-
corporating these new Dbelievers
into church life represents a major
challenge.

GAP is one of the common-
wealth’s more outstanding min-
istry centers, according to David
Aker, the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion’s director of mountain mis-
sions. For it to report such a small
percentage of converts in church
shows the seriousness of the prob-
lem, he added.

But Aker noted that even the Bil-
ly Graham Evangelistic Association
doesn’t see most of the converts

from its crusades joining church-
es. Successful connections can take
three to five years, he said.

“It is somewhat frustrating,”
Aker said of the region’s low con-
vert-to-church-participation ratio.
“I don’t want to say local churches
are failing. In many cases, churches
are trying really hard. But disciple-
ship must be intentional. It won’t
happen accidentally.”

Transportation, space limita-
tions at small churches and per-
ceptions of church exclusivity keep
some people away from churches,
according to several Baptists who
minister in the region.

Still, Mrs. Wagoner thinks initia-
tives can overcome barriers. First
Baptist Church of McDowell began
sponsoring community dinners
earlier this year as a way to break
down barriers between the church
and its neighbors. GAP also recently
started a monthly children’s club at

a community center in Martin.

“We’re going to have to reach
out,” she said. “People are recep-
tive but they’re not going to reach
to the church.”

Such “thinking outside the box”
is required if Kentucky Baptists
hope to see more newcomers in
their churches, said Lonnie Riley,
director of the Meridzo Center.

The ministry center in Lynch
has recorded 1,500 conversions in
the past three years, but Riley said
few Baptist churches in his area are
growing.

“I think it’s tradition,” Riley said
of failures to assimilate converts
into church. “We have tradition in
our churches of what we expect
people to be and do. Sometimes
folks don’t fit into our stereotype.

“Number two, we haven't
learned to reach beyond the walls,”
he said.

Q See “Leaders: E. Kentucky ...” Page 3
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@ Charles Ashcraft, who
served as executive
director of two Baptist
state conventions, died
Dec. 2 at age 86. He led
the Arkansas Baptist
State Convention

from 1969 until his
retirement in 1980. He
was the first executive
director of the Utah-
Idaho Southern Baptist
Convention (1965-69)
and started the first
Baptist-church in Las
Vegas. He also was a
pastor in New Mexico
and was founding
president of the

New Mexico Baptist
Foundation (1947-51).
He is survived by his
wife of 68 years, Sarah,
three sons and four
grandchildren.

B Gary Frost, the
Southern Baptist
North American
Mission Board’s vice
president for strategic
partnerships, has
accepted a call to
become executive
director of the
Metropolitan New York
Baptist Association.
The move will become
effective Feb. 1,
pending approval

by the association’s
mission partners—
NAMB and the Baptist
Convention of New
York: Frost previously
was pastor of Rising
Star Baptist Church
in Youngstown, Ohio.
He also has served

as president of the
State Convention

of Baptists in Ohio,
second vice president
of the Southern Baptist
Convention and a
member of the SBC
Executive Committee.

m Veteran Texas
Baptist journalist
Ken Camp has been
named managing -
editor of the Baptist
Standard effective
Jan. 1. Camp, 43, has
worked in the Baptist
General Convention
of Texas news office
since 1984. For the
past seven years, he
has been director of
news and information
and has served as
Dallas bureau chief
for Associated Baptist
Press. At the Standard,
he will succeed Mark
Wingfield, who has
resigned to become
associate pastor at
Wilshire Baptist
Church in Dallas.

Carl Henry, noted evangelical theologian, dies at age 90

Watertown, Wis.—Carl F.H. Henry,
a noted evangelical theologian of
the 20th century and the founding
editor of Christianity Today, died
Dec. 7. He was 90.

Henry helped shape evangelical
thought during the middle of the
20th century by arguing that fun-
damentalism and its belief in sepa-
ration from culture was ineffective.
Evangelicals, he asserted, must en-
gage the culture.

In the later half of the century,
he defended the doctrine of bibli-
cal inerrancy, asserting that here-

sy is rooted in an improper under-.

standing of God’s revelation.

Henry, a member of Capitol
Hill Baptist Church in Washing-
ton, D.C., was named by Time mag-
azine in 1977 as the leading theo-
logian of American evangelicalism.
He was president of the Evangelical
Theological Society (1967-70) and
the American Theological Society
(1979-80).

Prolific author

Often called “the thinking
man’s Billy Graham,” Henry was
the author of more than 25 books.

“At mid-century, Carl Henry
gave enormous gifts of time and
talent to America’s neo-evangelical
movement,” said David Neff, edi-
tor of Christianity Today. “Whereas
Billy Graham was the movement’s
goodwill ambassador and welcom-
ing spirit, Carl Henry was one of its
most brilliant minds,”

Henry’s extensive writings, the
most famous of which is the six-
volume “God, Revelation and Au-

thority,” consistently emphasize
the themes of biblical theism, ob-
jective revelation, the authori-
ty and inerrancy of Scripture and
the rational, apologetic defense of
Christianity.

“The mission of the church is to
embrace both evangelism and cul-
tural impact,” Henry said in a 2001
interview. “To neglect either is cat-
astrophic. This is the lesson of both
Protestant liberalism and
fundamentalism.”

David Dockery, presi-
dent. of Union University
in Jackson, Tenn., said Hen-
ry’s death leaves “a huge
void” in American Christi-
anity.

“No Christian thinker in
this country has done more Henry
to advance orthodox theol-
ogy and full-orbed Christian world-
view thinking than Carl FH. Hen-
ry,” Dockery said. .

Al Mohler, president of South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary
in Louisville, said Henry “stood at
the center of virtually every ma-
jor development in evangelical
life, combining tenacity with rest-
lessness.” He said Henry “devoted
his long and illustrious career as a
theologian to building and defend-
ing the ‘intellectual struts’ of evan-
gelical theology.”

Today, Southern Seminary has a
Carl EH. Henry Institute for Evan-
gelical Engagement and Union Uni-
versity has the Carl FH. Henry Cen-
ter for Christian Leadership.

Born Jan. 22, 1913, to immigrant
parents in New York City, Henry

GCommittee to nominate Daniel
Akin as Southeastern president

Wake Forest, N.C. (ABP)—Daniel
Akin, vice president for academic
administration at Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Lou-
isville, will be recommended next
month as president of Southeast-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary
in Wake Forest, N.C., according to
search committee chairman Timo-
thy Lewis.

A special meeting of
Southeastern’s trustees is
set for Jan. 15, when the rec-
ommendation will be pre-
sented, Lewis said.

If elected, Akin will suc-
ceed Paige Patterson, who
left to become president of |
Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in his na-
tive Texas. All three sem- 4
inaries are owned by the
Southern Baptist Convention.

“Dr. Akin is a man with great vi-
sion, keen insight and spiritual un-
derstanding,” Lewis said in a news
release. “His enthusiasm is conta-
gious and genuine. We do not feel
any other man in Southern Baptist
life could better follow Dr. Patter-
son than Dr. Daniel Akin.”

AKin, 46, is vice president for ac-
ademic administration and dean of
the School of Theology at Southern
in Louisville. He was professor of
theology, dean of students and vice
president for student services at
Southeastern from 1992 to 1996.

Akin holds a bachelor’s degree
from Criswell College, a master of

divinity degree from Southwest-
ern, and a doctor of philosophy de-
gree from the University of Texas at
Arlington. He has been a pastor in
Florida, Alabama and Virginia.

He was New Testament editor of
The Believers Study Bible by Thom-
as Nelson Publishers and he has
written the volume on the epistles
of John for the New American Com-
mentary series. '

He also recently wrote
“God on Sex: The Creator’s
Ideas About Love, Intima-
¢y, and Marriage” and a vol-
ume on Songs of Songs for
the Holman Old Testament
Commentary.

In 1996, Christianity To-
day magazine named Akin
as one of 50 emerging
Christian leaders under the
age of 40. He is a member of several
professional organizations, includ-
ing the Southern Baptist Historical
Society, the Society for the Scientif-
ic Study of Religion and the Evan-
gelical Theological Society.

Akin and his wife, Charlotte,
have been married for 25 years
and have four children: twins Dan-
iel and Jonathan, 22; Paul, 20; and
Timothy, 18.

Southeastern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, with its main campus
in Wake Forest, N.C, was founded in
1951. In 1987 it was the first of the
six SBC seminaries to come under
the control of conservatives, who
rose to power in 1979.

grew up under a Roman Catholic
mother and a Lutheran father. But
in 1933—“by the grace” of God he
would write later—he made a per-
sonal profession of faith in Jesus
Christ at the age of 20.

“That very day, had the risen Re-
deemer commanded, I would have
gone to China or to any of the utter-
most parts,” he wrote in 1958.

Instead, Henry felt a calling to
attend Wheaton College,
where he became friends
with classmates Billy Gra-
ham and Harold Lindsell,
author of “The Battle for
the Bible.” Henry earned
degrees at Wheaton; North-
ern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Lombard, III;
and Boston University.

He met his wife, Hel-
ga Bender, at Wheaton. They were
married in 1940 and were the par-
ents of two children.

Henry went into teaching, serv-
ing first at Northern Seminary and
later at Fuller Theological Semi-
nary in Pasadena, Calif. While at
Northern Seminary, Henry wrote
“The Uneasy Conscience of Modern
Fundamentalism” in which he cri-
tiqued the fundamentalism of the
day and argued that evangelical-
ism must engage the culture intel-
lectually.

In 1956, Henry became the first
editor of Christianity Today, a pub-
lication conceived by Graham and
Nelson Bell as an evangelical alter-
native to the Christian Century. Un-
der Henry's guidance, Christianity
Today became the leading journal-

istic mouthpiece for neo-evangeli-
calism and gave the movement in-
tellectual respectability.

He resigned from Christiani-
ty Today in 1968 and later became
professor of theology at Eastern
Baptist Theological Seminary in
Philadelphia.

Strong Baptist ties

Henry considered himself a Bap-
tist for the last 50-plus years of his
life. He spoke at the 1987 SBC Pas-
tors’ Conference and in 1994 was
given the title by Southern Semi-
nary of senior research professor of
Christian theology. _

In 2000, Henry joined more than
80 other Christian leaders from nu-
merous denominations who signed
the “Chicago Declaration on Re-
ligious Freedom: Sharing Jesus
Christ in a Pluralistic Society.” The
document’s preamble stated that
evangelistic efforts did not under-
mine a peaceful, pluralistic society,
and that such efforts were constitu-
tionally protected. .

Throughout his life, Henry
stressed the importance of intel-
lectual engagement. Two years
before his death, he said he was
concerned about the future of
evangelical scholarship.

“l am very worried about the
loss of the priority of the mind
among evangelicals,” he said. “This
is a matter of great importance in
the struggle for evangelical fidelity.
It must not be forgotten.”

Based on reporting by Baptist Press,

Associated Baptist Press and Religion
News Service

Dallas—Jerry Johnson, .dean
of Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary’s Boyce College since
April 2002, has been elected presi-
dent of Criswell College in Dallas.

Trustees of the Criswell Center
for Biblical Studies unanimously
elected Johnson Dec. 5 as pres-
ident of CCBS, which includes
Criswell College and Criswell
Communications. :

Johnson, 39, a 1986
Criswell graduate, like-
ly will assume his duties
Feb. 1, said Mike Deahl,
search committee chair-
man.

Johnson told the board
he sensed a strong calling
to Criswell though, ini-
tially, he resisted because
he and his family were
happy in Louisville. He explained
how as a young Southern Baptist
college student he became disil-
lusioned with Christian educa-
tion and considered leaving the
Southern Baptist Convention,
only to discover Criswell College
after coming to Dallas to hear
Criswell preach.

Johnson said he would work
to maintain the school’s foun-
dational principles developed by
Criswell, which include a com-
mitment to the inerrancy and
sufficiency of Scripture, the cen-
trality of expositional preaching
and the priority of evangelism.

Jerry Johnson, Boyce Gollege dean,
elected president of Criswell College

Johnson

Johnson, a graduate and for-
mer trustee chairman of South-
ern Seminary, gained nation-
al attention in Southern Baptist
life in 1990 during his first year
as a trustee. He charged former
Southern Seminary President
Roy Honeycutt and several pro-
fessors with “doctrinal infideli-
ty.” Johnson later sent a letter of
apology to the board, not-
ing that some of the lan-
guage in his 16-page doc-
ument “was ill-chosen
and too harsh.”

In 1999, after join-
ing the Southern Semi-
nary staff, Johnson again
made news when he used
seminary resources to re-
cruit students to enlist
conservative voters for
the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion annual meeting. He later ac-
knowledged that using seminary
letterhead to enlist students in
the effort was “a mistake.”

Al Mohler, president of South-
ern Seminary, congratulated
Johnson on his election as presi-
dent of Criswell.

“Jerry Johnson is a man of
rare gifts and solid conviction,”
Mohler said. “He combines first-
rate scholarship with evangelis-
tic passion and stellar leadership
ability.”

Based on reporting by Baptist Press
and Editor Trennis Henderson
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KBC’s mission plan prompts several staff changes

By Trennis Henderson
Editor

Louisville—Taking steps to imple-
ment the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion’s mission study plan and staff
reorganization, the KBC Mission
Board approved several personnel
changes last week.

The actions, approved during
the Mission Board’s Dec. 8-9 meet-
ing in Louisville, include new as-
signments for three KBC employ-
ees and the addition of two staff
members. The board’s administra-
tive committee also approved a new
part-time contract position.

Among the new employees,
Wayne Jones was elected assistant
team leader for the church de-
velopment and evangelism team,
and French Harmon was named a
church development strategist for
North Central Kentucky.

Among current staff members,
Karl Babb, director of the family
ministry department, was elected
leader of the leadership develop-
ment team; Alan Witham, an as-
sociate in the extension-ministries
department, was named a church
development strategist for South
Central Kentucky; and Wendy Dever,
preschool and children’s director in
the Sunday school department, will
become preschool/children’s strat-
egist on the church development/
evangelism team.

The administrative committee
named Jim McGee as a part-time
church development strategist for
South Eastern Kentucky.

Five of the six staff changes
involve positions that relate di-
rectly - to the expanded church
development/evangelism team
headed by Dan Garland. The team
combines the work of the former
church growth and evangelism
growth teams.

Wayne Jones, who has served 15
years as executive pastor of church-
es in Florida, Tennessee and Virgin-
ia, will supervise KBC ministry in
the areas of Sunday school, disciple-
ship, stewardship and new member
connection and engagement.

Jones currently is executive pas-

Babb

Harmon Jones

McGee Witham

tor of St. Andrew’s Baptist Church
in Panama City, Fla. He previous-
ly served at First Baptist Church of
Franklin, Tenn., and First Baptist
Church of Norfolk, Va.

Jones also has served on staff
of three Kentucky Baptist church-
es: Erlanger Church; Madison Ave-
nue Church in Covington; and Sil-
ver Grove Church. He is a graduate
of Eastern Kentucky University in
Richmond; Northern Kentucky Uni-
versity in Highland Heights; and
Southern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary in Louisville.

Garland noted that Jones’ minis-
try experiences “provide him with
a broad understanding of the need
to connect people to Christ and the
local church.” He added that Jones
“brings a unique blend of expertise
and passion to this strategic role.”

French Harmon has served since
1997 as pastor of Fort Mitchell Bap-
tist Church. He previously was pas-

tor of First Baptist Church of Al--

len, associate pastor of First Baptist
Church of Russell and assistant pas-
tor of Unity Baptist Church of Ash-
land. He is a graduate of Marshall
University in Huntington, WVa,;
Southern Seminary; the University
of Louisville; and Reformed Theo-
logical Seminary in Charlotte, N.C.
Garland said Harmon “brings in-
sight and innovation of a successful
pastorate to this newly formed posi-
tion as a church development strat-

egist.” The regional strategists will.

work closely with local churches
and associations to provide minis-
try resources and assistance.

Alan Witham, whose role as a
church development strategist was
announced when the KBC staff re-
organization was unveiled in Octo-
ber, officially was elected to that po-
sition last week. Witham has served
on the KBC staff since 2000. He pre-
viously was pastor of Hyland Baptist
Church in Henderson; Chaplin Bap-
tist Church; and Beech Fork Baptist
Church in Lebanon. He is a grad-
uate of Campbellsville University
and Southern Seminary.

“Alan Witham has proven him-
self both as a pastor and a denom-
inational leader,” Garland said.
“Alan will help our churches be-
come more effective in develop-
ment and growth through his

quiet yet confident insight and ex- -

pertise.”

Jim McGee has served since 1980
as minister of education, adminis-
tration and associate pastor of Por-
ter Memorial Baptist Church in Lex-
ington. He previously was minister
of education and recreation at Cen-
tral Baptist Church in Corbin and
minister of education and evange-
lism at Rosemont Baptist Church in
Lexington. He is a graduate of Mur-
ray State University.

McGee “has proven himself as
a leader in his church and associa-
tion,” Garland noted. He said Mc-
Gee “has a passion to help church-
es be more effective in evangelism,

discipleship, stewardship and new
member connection.”

Wendy Dever, who will continue
to coordinate preschool and chil-
dren’s ministry, is being promot-
ed to a department director level
position. She will be responsible
for developing and implementing
strategies for faith development for
children and networking church
specialists in preschool/children’s
ministries.

Dever has served on the KBC
staff since 1998. She previously was
on staff of churches in Georgia. She
is a graduate of the University of
Florida in Gainesville and Southern
Seminary.

Dever “has done an excellent
job helping churches be more ef-
fective in ministering to children,”
Garland said. “This will broaden
her work as she continues to serve
in the areas of preschool and chil-
dren.”

Karl Babb, whose promotion
also was announced in October,
will succeed Guy Futral who is re-
tiring April 30 as head of the lead-
ership development team.

Babb has served as director of
the KBC family ministry depart-
ment since 1999. He previously

was director of the South Carolina -

Baptist Convention’s family minis-
tries department and a family en-
richment specialist with the for-
mer Baptist Sunday School Board.
He also served 16 years as a South-
ern Baptist missionary, including
four years as president of Philip-
pine Baptist Theological Seminary
in Davao City. Prior to missions ser-
vice, he was pastor of Poplar Grove
Baptist Church in Owenton. He is
a graduate of Florida State Univer-
sity in Tallahassee; Southern Semi-
nary; and the University of Florida
in Gainesville.

Babb’s ministry background has
“helped prepare him for this role,”
noted KBC Executive Director Bill
Mackey. “Karl has been involved in
the leadership development pro-
cess and shares the vision for devel-
oping leaders through self-under-
standing and learning.”

Leaders: E. Kentucky centers reaching converts, but not disciples

Continued from page 1

“Most churches are so intro-
verted it’s difficult to look beyond
that,” he added

Riley hopes to get more new
Christians involved in his area
through Lynch Baptist Church,
which reopened this summer.

After a new heating system is in-
stalled and the church is in full op-
eration, he hopes to start disciple-
ship classes and pastoral training
to teach more people about daily
Christian living.

‘Riley said leadership training,
mission awareness and church
growth are keys to the future.

“We expect people to express
their faith by coming to church,
but they also have to express it
by service,” he said. “We’re going
to give people (that) opportunity.
We can expand what we do at the
center because we’ll have a bigger
base.”

Working with volunteers, centers
In addition to church members

reaching out, Aker said mission
teams already coming to Eastern
Kentucky can help with disciple-
ship projects.

Instead of focusing solely on va-
cation Bible schools and evangelis-
tic outreaches, teams could devote
a day to connecting converts with
churches, he explained.

“Some groups could special-
ize in this kind of thing, following
up on last week’s VBS,” Aker said.
“They could start working with peo-
ple on something like ‘The Encour-
ager Plan,” which is a one-on-one
mentoring plan.”

Ministry centers and church-
es also should work more closely,
Aker said.

He noted that a study found
long-term Christians will drive sev-
eral miles to find a church, but con-

_verts generally seek one close to

home.

“It’s important for center direc-
tors and others to inform that con-
vert what the nearest church is,”
said Aker, who oversees a 47-coun-

ty region. “If there isn’t one close in
that person’s community, it would
help to start some home Bible fel-
lowships, right in the hollow.”
Such initiatives have begun in
the Three Forks Baptist Associa-
tion, based in Hazard. John Morris,
pastor of Lothar Baptist Church, is
helping lead a monthly Bible study
at a family’s home near Hazard.
The church also sponsors special
dinners or other quarterly events.
Members hope to start sending a

" van to the area for a couple fami-

lies interested in attending Sunday
services.

Starting new Bible studies
Churches often are structured
around a middleclass mindset,
Morris said. But reaching out to
people in poverty requires seeing
them with Christ’s eyes and meet-
ing their needs so that the person
doing the ministry earns the right
to share the gospel, he added.
“When people are living in bat-
tered conditions and you talk about

the love of Christ, their greatest
need is food or shelter,” Morris said.
“It’s very relational based. It takes a
while to develop relationships and
get people to trust us.”

In Leslie County, Mission Service
Corps volunteer Jack Hester hopes
to start a home Bible study soon
in Middle Fork, halfway between
Hyden and the Harlan County line.

Jim Caslin, director of missions
for the Three Forks association,
said there are no Kentucky Baptist
churches in the area and people
there won’t leave to attend an ex-
isting one. _

A former missionary to the Phil-
ippines, Caslin said such efforts are
needed to extend discipleship to all
those who want to follow Christ but
need to know what that means.

“Discipleship is an ongoing
thing,” Caslin said. “It’s all going to
stand or fall on whether the local
pastor is going to fill the role as an
equipper of the saints and involves
his leadership in mentoring and
discipling those who come in.”

KBC Mission Board
approves 4.39%
CP budget cut

Louisville—Seeking
to bring the current
budget in line with
recent giving trends,
the Kentucky Baptist
Convention Mission
Board voted last week
to reduce the KBC's
2003-04 Cooperative
Program budget goal
by 4.39 percent.

The revised
budget of $22,181,335
is a reduction of
approximately
$1 million from the
previously approved
budget and an
increase of almost
$370,000 above last
year’s receipts. The
move comes after two
consecutive years of CP
budget shortfalls.

Lowell Ashby, leader
of the KBC’s business
services team, said
receipts in the first
quarter of the fiscal
year are less than 0.2
percent below the
revised budget.

Board members also
approved three new
funds to implement
the KBC’s mission
study plan approved
earlier this year.

The Kentucky
Connect Support Fund
was allocated $140,000
from unused new
program start funds
and post-retirement
income funds. The
new fund will support
mission study plan
implementation
and year-end budget
requests.

The New High-
Impact Church Fund
was allocated $527,100
from post-retirement
income funds to help
launch 25 high-impact
churches by 2010.

The Mission Study
Report Transition
Fund was allocated
$200,000 from post-
retirement income
funds to support
start-up programs
and other transition
expenses involved in
implementing specific
mission study plan
objectives and goals.

Board members also
approved allocations
for excess restricted
Kentucky-only funds
and unspent budget
funds. Of those, a total
of $40,000 allocated to
executive office special
projects will fund such
efforts as the work
of a properties study
committee reviewing
the KBC’s facility needs
and a $730 allocation
to the Baptist World
Alliance approved
last month by KBC
messengers.
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The gift that keeps on giving

By Ginger Plowman

Opelika, Ala. (BP)—The hustle and
bustle of the holiday season finds us
all seeking the answer to the same
question, “What gifts will I buy for

. my loved ones this Christmas?” We

rack our brains for just the right
items. Like crazed blood-

hounds we bound from

“Ginger,” I said to myself, “you have
just revolutionized your holiday
season!”

With newly found purpose and
determination, I purchased a $4.99
roll of shrink-wrap and climbed up
the attic stairs. Oh, the treasures I
found! I gleefully ran

Ayl 351/l from box to box as I talk-

store to store eager to
pounce on the perfect presents,
ones that will please the receiver
without depleting the pocket of the
purchaser. Searching for the ide-
al gifts-can be frustrating. If we’re
not careful, the hot pursuit of gift
buying can hinder us from celebrat-
ing and enjoying the reason for the
season.

Determined to find a better way
to spend my time, last December I
came up with the perfect solution
to end my shopping frenzy. Shrink-
wrap. You simply wrap the clear pa-
per around an item, apply warm air
from a hairdryer, and wait as the
paper “shrinks” to wrap tightly and
flawlessly around the item. With
just a flick of the switch on my hair-
dryer, I could make used items ap-
pear new while cleaning out my
closets and attic at the same time.

ed out loud to myself,
“The comedy video of Dennis Swan-
berg would be perfect for Aunt Emi-
Iy! Terri Blackstock’s suspense book
would be just right for my mother-
in-law, and my brother would abso-
lutely love the multi-sized wrench
set!” It was a brilliant plan ... or so
I thought.

The glitz and glitter of Christmas
Day was in full swing. The stockings
were hung by the chimney with
care and “Have Yourself a Merry
Little Christmas” played softly in
the background. Laughter echoed
throughout the living room, and
hugs were exchanged as we opened
our gifts. A twinge of guilt tugged
at my heart as I thought, “Should I
feel bad for passing off used items
as new? Naaaaa, what better gifts
than ones I have personally tested
and approved?” I convinced myself

I had chosen the perfect gifts.

I had almost pulled it off, when
suddenly my mother-in law opened
the cover of her suspense book.
“Hey!” she called out, “this book
is signed to Ginger, from Dad!” The
music stopped, and the room grew
uncomfortably quiet. A ball fell off
the tree. So much for my brilliant
plan. -

While we may find the right
size, the right color and the right
price, there is only one perfect gift.
It won’t wind up in the attic or at
a yard sale, and it lasts forever. It’s
the only gift that is ancient, yet new
every day. The gift of salvation was
purchased especially for you by Je-
sus Christ. He paid for it with His
own life. All you have to do to re-
ceive it is admit that you are a sin-
ner, ask Jesus to forgive you and sur-
render your life to Him.

If you would like to receive the
gift that truly keeps on giving, un-
wrap the presence of Christ this
holiday season.

“For the wages of sin is death,
but the gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans
6:23).

Ginger Plowman is the author of “Wise

Words for Moms” and “Don’t Make Me
Count to Three!”

God offers certainty

If anyone wants to know why a
majority within the Southern Bap-
tist Convention during the past 20
years have, in a concerted manner,
sought to restore our semi-
naries and mission boards
back to ministries consis-
tent with their historical
confessions of faith, read
Henlee Barnett’s letter
in the Dec. 9 issue of the
Western Recorder.

Did not Jesus say: “He
that has seen Me has seen the Fa-
ther” (John 14:9)? Jesus is “the im-
age of the invisible God,” ... “the
express image of His person (Co-

‘\?
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lossians 1:15, Hebrews 1:3).-Or are
those references included in Bar-
nette’s catalog of biblical “errors™?

Only believers “absent from the
body (and) present with the Lord”
have seen Him to date, but we will.
That truth makes it possi-
ble for us to “sorrow not
... as others (sorrow) who
have no hope.”

The God of hope has
not abandoned His chil-
dren to theorize their
ways to some kind of “cer-
tainty.” “The holy Scrip-
tures are able to make (us) wise
unto salvation” (2 Timothy 3:15).

Donald MacDonald
Louisville

Board implements mission study

The Mission Board of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention took sig-
nificant steps last week toward
implementing the Mission Study
Report it adopted last May. Steps to
implement the emphasis—
to be called Kentucky Bap-
tists Connect—included
the election of church de-
velopment strategists and
other key staff leaders.

The Mission Board se-
lected French Harmon, §
Alan Witham and Jim Mc
Gee to serve as church
development strategists.
French Harmon, an expe-
rienced pastor and past
moderator of Northern Kentucky
Baptist Association, will serve the
area encompassing Northern Ken-
tucky, Frankfort, Lexington, Dan-
ville, Richmond and Ashland.

French has a very clear call of
God to this ministry and will be
making personal sacrifices in order
to respond. He will have the lead
role for stewardship development.

Alan has served as an effective
pastor at Hyland Baptist Church
in Henderson and on the KBC staff
for the past four years as a church
planter strategist. He has worked

PARTNERS IN
THE Mission

Bill Mackey

effectively with association and
church leaders and knows well the
process for starting and developing
churches.

In his new role, Alan will have
the lead role for starting
new high-impact churches.
He will serve the areas con-
tiguous to Louisville, Bowl-

and Campbellsville.

Jim, recently retired
minister of education and
outreach at Porter Memo-
rial Baptist Church in Lex-
ington, was introduced
* to the Mission Board as a

part-time church develop-
ment strategist. He will work in
Southeastern Kentucky, including
the areas south of Danville along
highways 27 and 127, and will work
in concert with Mountain Missions
Director David Aker.

The church development strat-
egists will provide KBC services for
the associations and churches in a
proactive way as they visit leaders
each working day. They will learn
what is working and share it with
other churches, as well as with
KBC staff. It is our prayer that the
church development strategist for

ing Green, Hardinsburg

Western Kentucky will be recom-
mended in May.

The Mission Board also approved
Karl Babb as Leadership Develop-
ment Team leader and Wayne Jones
as assistant team leader for the new
Church Development and Evan-
gelism Team. Karl, who has been
serving as our Family Ministry De-
partment director, brings a diverse
background as a seminary presi-
dent in the Philippines and denom-
inational leader with LifeWay and
state conventions in South Carolina
and Kentucky.

Wayne, a native of Northern
Kentucky where he served sever-
al churches, has also served two
large churches as executive pastor.
He has experience in church devel-
opment and growth and is an ac-
complished writer. He is co-author
of “Growing an Evangelistic Sunday.
School” with Ken Hemphill.

Wendy Dever, former associate
for preschool and children in the
Sunday School Department, was
named director of the Preschool/
Children Ministry and Sunday
School Group.

Please pray for all of these staff
persons as they begin their work!

Bill Mackey is executive director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention

v

Review tax saving
strategies before
2003 ticks away

By Laurie Valentine

With Dec. 31 right around
the corner, now is a good
time to review tax saving ac-
tions that you already have
taken this year and determine
if there are other things to

do before year-
end to further
reduce your
2003 income
taxes.

If you will
be in a lower

FINANCIAL
tax bracket in

2004, it could

be prudent to defer some of
this year’s income until next
year and to pay deductible
items that you normally would
pay in early 2004 before Dec.
31, 2003.

Business and professional
people who use the cash ac-
counting method can defer
the receipt of income by not
billing until year-end for ser-
vices rendered in 2003. The re-
ceipt of a bonus that your em-
ployer is free to give or not give
can be deferred into next year
to lower your 2003 compensa-
tion income.

Pay real estate taxes and the
Jan. 15 installment of state and
local income taxes before Dec.
31 to accelerate these deduct-
ible items into the 2003 tax
year. If possible, pay all med-
ical bills, if the total will ex-
ceed 7.5 percent of your ad-
justed gross income, before
year-end to be able to use that
expense as a deduction.

Another income tax deduc-
tion that is very easy to accel-
erate is the charitable deduc-
tion. You have total control on
when this deduction will be
available; all you have to do is
complete your charitable gifts
before Dec. 31.

Your tithes and offerings
are “charitable gifts” that can
be deducted on your income
tax return. You also can de-
duct gifts of appreciated se-
curities, mutual fund shares,
real estate, business inter-
ests, artworks and life insur-
ance policies to your church,
Kentucky and Southern Bap-
tist causes or other qualified
charities.

Charitable income tax de-
ductions are available for both
outright gifts and life income
gifts such as charitable gift an-
nuities and charitable remain-
der trusts.

Make time for year-end tax
planning; it can pay off for you
and the charitable causes you
wish to support.

Laurie Valentine is trust counsel for
the Kentucky Baptist Foundation




>

WESTERN RECORDER. org

OPINION

DECEMBER 16, 2003 5

Be sensitive in revealing truth

about Santa Claus to children

Q: When should | tell my child the truth
about Santa Claus? !

What should a parent say when a child
asks point blank, “Is Santa real?” or “Are
you Santa?” Because the innocence and
magic of childhood fly by all too fast, chil-
dren should be allowed to enjoy the days
as much as possible. At the same time, sooner or later
children will need to know about Santa and be ready to
move on in their development.

When do you tell? A lot depends on the age of the
child. Other children should not be allowed to ruin the
fun for younger ones. Parents can be creative, but still
truthful in helping protect the secret and allowing their
children to enjoy this dimension of Christmas.

Most children will first find out

V{3 k| [-{ about Santa from other children, but

will turn to parents for verification.
Asking your child, “What do you think?” will help you
gain insight into where he or she stands on the “need to
know” scale. Again, age plays a big factor. At some point,
classmates and friends might begin to taunt and tease a
child who persists in a belief in Santa. Sensitive parents
might see such teasing as a sign that it is time to tell.

Your explanation might include background informa-
tion on the real St. Nicholas and how the tradition of San-
ta began, as well as how it is honored in other countries
and cultures.

Christian parents can take the opportunity to-empha-
size that all Christmas gifts are given in celebration of
God’s gift of Jesus. Once your child knows, help him or
her understand the importance of keeping the magic
alive for younger children.—David Garrard

Q: As a primary caregiver of an older adult in

our family, | sometimes feel overwhelmed with
responsibility, especially during the holiday season.
What can | do to help make the season special for
both of us?

Whether you are the caregiver for someone who needs
a little help shopping and wrapping gifts or someone who
needs round-the-clock care, the holidays can be especial-
ly trying.

The holiday jobs of baking, decorating, shopping and
wrapping gifts usually fall to women; and these wom-
en often care both for children and aging parents at the
same time. It’s easy to feel overwhelmed when so many
demands are pulling you in different directions.

Sitting down for a meeting

3 [1];F ]I |R with extended family members

before the holidays might be an

ideal solution, but it is not possible for many families. In-

stead, the primary caregiver can take the lead in talking

to individual family members about the help needed dur-

ing the holidays. You might also want to ask for help with
specific chores.

Clearly communicate what you think you can do, but
don’t promise things that will overextend what is possi-
ble for you to accomplish.

Remember to ask the older adult you are caring for
what is important to him or her. You might find that bak-
ing cookies as a family or having a family meal is more
important to the older adult than decorating the house
or exchanging gifts. _

Be selective and choose to do only the traditions and

~ activities that have special meaning for your family. A

caregiver who thinks she can do it all likely is setting her-
self up for failure.—Jon Rainbow

Family Forum writers are:

David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist
Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org

Jon Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at
Campbellsville University. E-mail: jrainbow@campbellsville.edu
James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church
in Lexington. E-mail: jamess @ibs-lex.org

Scott Wigginton, director of LifeCare Counseling at Walnut
Street Baptist Church in Louisville. E-mail: swigginton@sbts.edu
Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box
43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net.
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‘groups across the nation. Sadly, one of

Have yourself a greedy little Christmas?

Forget about trying to discern the subtle dif-
ferences between Generation X, Gen Y and oth-
er generational subgroups in modern American
society. If you want to know the most influential
letter in our 21st century culture, it’s a great big
capital “I.”

The “Me” Generation of the *70s and ’80s has
come full circle with “Generation I” tak-
ing center stage among people of all age

the most obvious times when Gen I rears
its self-centered head is smack-dab in the
middle of the Christmas season.

At a time when we should be sincerely
proclaiming “peace on earth, good will
to men,” we are bombarded with glitzy
advertising that urges: “Pamper your-
self.” “Indulge.” “You deserve it.” “It’s all
aboutyou.”

Even for those who break out of the “me, my-
self and I” syndrome, Christmas often lapses into
a competition over who can lavish the most ex-
pensive gifts on family members or throw the big-
gest party for friends and neighbors. We tend to
focus the bulk of our time, energy and money on
those relatives and friends in our inner circle and
let the needs of the rest of the world go by with
scarcely a thought.

How can we shift from Generation I to Genera-
tion U, taking time amid our Christmas festivities
to minister to those in need? Consider a few sug-
gestions:

B Organize a neighborhood drive to collect
canned goods or blankets to donate to a homeless
shelter or local food pantry.

B Invite your Sunday school class or oth-
er small group to spend an evening caroling at
a nearby retirement home or to shutin church
members.

B Collect gift cards for the Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children or other ministries that reach

Trennis
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out to families in need.

M “Adopt” an international student for the
holidays from one of our Baptist colleges or state
universities. Welcome that student from anoth-
er culture into your home for a holiday meal; in-
vite him or her to join your family for traditional
Christmas worship services at your church.

B Make a donation to Habitat for Hu-
manity, Heifer International, Samar-
itan’s Purse or some other ministry
providing creative assistance to needy
families here in the States and around
the world.

B Ask your pastor or director of mis-
sions for the name and address of a fam-
ily in need. Request permission from the
head of the household to provide food,
toys and other gifts for family members.
Invite your children or grandchildren
on a shopping trip to buy the needed items.

B Donate gently used clothing or toys to Good-
will, the Salvation Army or other groups that pro-
vide resources for economically underprivileged
families.

B Provide a gift for Prison Fellowship’s Angel
Tree ministry or similar efforts sponsored by oth-
er Christian organizations.

B Make a generous gift to the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering for International Missions or
some other ministry project dear to your heart.
Some families have the tradition of determining
the most expensive Christmas gift they have pur-
chased and donating a comparable amount to the
Lottie Moon offering.

Whatever other options you choose on the list,
make certain that your giving in honor of Christ’s
birth includes helping spread the gospel around
the world. B >

“For God so loved the world that He gave ... .”
Surely we can do the same as we move from Gen I
to Gen U during this holy Christmas season.

lenderson

Take a stand for Christmas

By James Draper

Nashville (BP)—Are we losing
Christmas?

No one wanted Jesus, it seemed.
Arrogant kings and conniving
thugs throughout the Old Testa-
ment sought to exterminate the
Jews and sever the bloodline God
established for the coming Prince
of Peace.

and rigorously apply the idea of
separation between church and
state, a declaration never made in
the Constitution.

However, their double standard
belies their logic and reveals that
their true goal is not to prevent
government from establishing a
state religion but to expunge all

things Christian from

Before the angel ap- BEHI\0\7[3'1V:;A @8 the marketplace.

peared to him, Joseph
determined he would privately di-
vorce his pregnant fiancee Mary.
Later, the innkeeper in Bethlehem
didn’t seem to care that Mary was
on the verge of childbirth. The best
he would offer was a stable that no
doubt smelled of animal manure.

Herod certainly didn’t want Je-
sus. He murdered every boy 2 years
of age or younger in and around
Bethlehem in a bloody dragnet
hoping to eliminate Him. The Jew-
ish leadership of the day finally did
what Herod couldn’t do when they
succeeded in having Him nailed to
the cross.

Jesus was God’s gift to man-
kind. Never has so great a gift been
so poorly received. Never, that is,
until now.

The attack on Christmas rages
across our country with Herodi-
an intensity. Instead of Herod’s hit
squads, constitutional revisionists
use our legal system to wage their
war. They stand on a faulty inter-
pretation of the First Amendment

The proof is in their
actions. Within the past few weeks
the New York City school system
continued its ban on Christmas
along with Nativity scenes while
simultaneously authorizing ex-
pressions of the Jewish Hanukkah
and the Islamic Ramadan in hall-
ways and classrooms. Hundreds of
similar instances across our coun-
try verify the frequency of such at-
tacks on Christmas.

Revisionists know that if they
can kill Christmas, they've greatly
pushed Christianity from the cen-
ter of our culture. They are willing
to overlook the use of public funds
that “endorse” other religions if
they can exclude Christianity.

Christians can’t let that hap-
pen. Christmas represents the fo-
cal point of divine incarnation.
To ignore Christ’s coming to earth
through the virgin birth is to for-
feit any opportunity mankind has
for salvation. Jesus said, “I am the
Way, the Truth and the Life. No
one comes to the Father except

through Me” (John 14:6). It is that
exclusivity that our culture finds
offensive.

It is our duty—it should be our
passion—to vigorously defend
Christmas even in the face of such
animosity. We must fight for Christ-
mas on behalf of the very people
who would like to silence it. We
carry within us the message that
He came in order to reconcile man
to God. If Christians don’t share
that message, then “how can they
call on Him in whom they have not
believed? And how can they believe
without hearing about Him?” (Ro-
mans 10:14).

Christmas represents the begin-
ning of God’s physical presence
with us. It is easy to get lost in the
story of a baby and the tranquil-
ity of the Nativity scenes we dis-
play. Jesus in a manger could not
save us, but the Man on the cross
could—and did. My father used to
say that Christmas is not a time for
remembering a small child but for
following a magnificent Man.

The baby Jesus does not threat-
en secular culture; it’s the Man the
baby grew to be. Christian, don’t
leave Jesus in the manger this
Christmas or cower to the brash-
ness of secularists. Imitate the
angel of Luke 2:10 and boldly an-
nounce “the good news of great joy
that will be for all the people.”

James Draper is president of LifeWay
Christian Resources of the Southern
Baptist Convention

S
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Publicationr names
Habitat’s leader
top executive

Washington (RNS)—
The NonProfit Times
has named Habitat
for Humanity
International President
Millard Fuller as its
“2003 Executive of the -
Year.”

“At a time when
charities nationwide
are struggling to make
ends meet, Fuller’s
innovation and success
with such a vast and
necessary movement
is noteworthy,”
the semimonthly
publication for
nonprofit management
wrote in its Dec. 1
issue.

The publication
said one of Fuller’s
more recent ventures
is the Global Village

and Discovery Center
" in Americus, Ga., an
attraction that gives
visitors a sense of
ghettos abroad and
models of Habitat
homes built in those
regions.

It also recognized
Fuller for his
promotional prowess,
evidenced by Habitat’s
use of the terms “sweat
equity” for hard work
and “theology of the
hammer” to emphasize
action.

The ministry’s total
revenue has almost
doubled since 1996
to $747.9 million in
2002, the publication
reported. Public
support jumped from
about $196.8 million to
$416.6 million in the
same period.

Fuller: Help k

Ministry’s witness
will weaken unless
more Christians take
part, founder insists

By Marv Knox
Texas Baptist Standard

Dallas (ABP)—Habitat for Human-
ity needs Baptists to help preserve
its Christian character, founder Mil-
lard Fuller pleaded.

Fuller and his wife, Linda,
launched Habitat in 1976 to pro-
vide “a simple, decent, good place
in which to live” for every person
on earth. Since then, Habitat has
built almost 160,000 homes for
nearly 1 million people all over the
globe, Fuller reported.

“I have a deep concern that Hab-
itat for Humanity remain firmly a
Christian ministry,” said Fuller, the
organization’s president. “From the
beginning, I have seen Habitat as a
new frontier in Christian missions-
a creative and new way to proclaim
the gospel.

The burden of success

Ironically, success might be the
biggest impediment to Fuller’s vi-
sion, he conceded. Habitat has at-
tracted millions of volunteers who
want to help end poverty by provid-
ing affordable housing.

“Some of them are not Chris-
tians,” he noted. “We have an open-
door policy” to accept all volun-
teers who want to build homes in
order to end poverty. Consequently,
people of all kinds of faiths and no
faith have stepped forward to help.

This trend offers a couple of ben-
efits. First, more homes get built.
And second, since Habitat crews be-
gin each day with a devotional and
prayer and Christians work on the
projects, the non-Christian workers
theoretically receive a spiritual wit-
ness when they work on a project.

But if evangelical Christians
don’t do their part, if they get
crowded out, then Habitat could
lose its Christian flavor and the
spark of its witness, Fuller fretted.

“My greatest concern for Habitat
for Humanity is going secular,” he
said. “All that it will take for Habi-

tat to go secular is for Christians to -

stay away from it.”
Fuller has focused his atten-

eep Habitat Ch

ristian

HARD AT WORK Millard Fuller, founder of Habitat for Humanity, recently urged Baptists to take part in the Christian ministry. “All
that it will take for Habitat to go secular is for Christians to stay away from it.” (Photo courtesy of Habitat for Humanity)

tion on challenging Baptists and
other evangelical Christians to get
involved in Habitat. “We urgent-
ly need (Baptists), not just to saw
boards and pound nails, but to have
a presence on site that introduces
people to Jesus,” he stressed.

Are you an evangelical?

Fuller gets most frustrated with
his “evangelical brethren” who tell
him they’re uncomfortable on a
Habitat work site with non-Chris-
tians.

“How can you say you're an evan-
gelical if you don’t want to work
around folks who aren’'t Chris-
tians?” he asked.

Because of the scope of Habitat’s
mission—“to end poverty housing
on earth”—the organization can-
not afford to turn away volunteers,
Fuller said.

“In that sense, we are no differ-
ent from a church. The church says,
‘Whosoever will may come,”” he
noted. “A church should rejoice if
an atheist wants to come ... but the
pastor doesn’t alter the sermon. If
anything it is stronger.”

In urging Baptists to take part,
Fuller said Habitat’s principles are
distinctively Baptist, pointing out
the ministry’s Baptist lineage.

Operation Christmas Child

PRESORT/SORT:
SHOE HOKES

HﬁLIDAY BUSTLE Workers at the Operation Christmas Child processing center in

Charlotte, N.C., inspect and prepare shoe box gifts for shipment to needy children
in 95 countries. Samaritan’s Purse expects to collect 7 million boxes this year from
people in the United States, Canada, Australia and Europe. Gospel literature also is
offered with the boxes, and many children enroll in follow-up Bible study courses.

(Samaritan’s Purse photo)

The Fullers founded Habitat in
1976 out of Koinonia Farm, a Chris-
tian community near Americus, Ga.
Two Baptist couples—Clarence and
Florence Jordan and Martin and
Mabel England—sought to model
ClLristian justice and racial recon-
ciliation on the farm. :

The Fullers are members of Ma-

ranatha Baptist Church in nearby
Plains, Ga. Habitat’s most famous
volunteers, Jimmy and Rosalynn
Carter, also are members there.

“From" the very beginning, the
leadership of Habitat for Humanity:
has been Baptist,” Fuller said. “But
that deep Baptist connection is not
known by a lot of Baptists.”

bellsville

Education.

school and community.

R, are met:

Baptist Leadership Award
Campbelisville University, as one of the south's leading Christian universities, would like to invite you to be
considered for our Baptist Leadership Award (BLA). As you are finding out from your recent college
searches, financial aid is a big factor in making a final decision. At Campbellsville, we offer generous finan-
cial aid awards as well as opportunities such as this for students who are committed to Christian Higher

What does it take to be considered? Commitment. All students who are active members of their Baptist
churches and who are high school seniors will be considered for this scholarship. You will need to fill out an
application for admission to C.U., complete the scholarship application, submit a written letter of your per-
sonal testimony and provide a letter of recommendation from your pastor or another church staff member.
Scholarships are awarded to students who demonstrate Christian commitment and service to their church,

These awards range in value from $500 to over $6,000 per year. The BLA may 4.
i be rewarded for up to a total of four years as long as the following criteria

o Continue as a full-time student at Camphelisville University
* Maintain a minimum 2.0 grade point average
* Assist the Office of Admissions in occasional campus activities

We urge you to discuss this opportunity with your pastor and/or youth leader.
The deadline for the BLA application and all supporting documents is Febru-
ary 1, 2004. If you feel that you have the characteristics and gualities of a
BLA recipient, get the process started today!

To schedule a campus visit or more information, contact the Office of
Admissions at 1.800.264.6014 or at 270.789.5220
or online at www.campbellsville.edu.
* Campbellsville University, it's a great place to “Find Your Calling.”
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That all peoples may know Him

“.. It isn’t enough for you merely
to be my servant, you must do more.
... I have placed you here as a light for
other nations; you must take my sav-
ing power to everyone on earth” (Isa-
iah 49:6).

This is what God told the great
prophet, Isaiah, to say to the na-
tion of Israel more than 2,800
years ago, and to us, “the new Is-
rael,” today. If that is not
a missions motivating
message, I don’t know
what is.

God has placed us
here on this earth to
deliver the good news
of the gospel, which
is God’s saving power
through Jesus Christ,
which is the light all peo-
ple need to be saved.

And, that is what the
International  Mission
Board of the Southern
Baptist Convention is all about,
namely, helping us Southern Bap-
tists deliver the good news of the
gospel “that all peoples may know
Him.”

The international mission

fields are beyond where most of
us can do or what we can see, but
they are full of people we believe
are God’s children, a people who
need what we have to offer. Al-
though sharing the gospel with
the whole world seems at first an
intimidating thought, it is what

KenTucky
BapTisT
Founpation

God has called us to do.

In a recent communication,
Ken and Beth Perkins, our mis-
sionaries in Ethiopia, shared an
incident he had with a Muslim
background believer. The believ-
er was asked, “What do you see as
the role of the missionary in the
midst of such lostness that is also
defined by widespread persecu-
tion?” His response was,
“If you can come to live
among us, then come. If
you cannot come, send
someone. If you cannot
send someone, write us
a letter of encourage-
ment.”

The Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering pro-
vides you and me a sim-
ple, yet effective way to
keep sending and en-
couraging missionaries
“that all peoples may
know Him.” Prayerfully consider
increasing this year’s gift by 33
percent so those whom God has
called, but funds are not available
to send, may go.

Barry Allen is president of the
Kentucky Baptist Foundation,
10605 Shelbyville Road, Louisville,
KY 40223; (888) 254-5701;
www.kybaptistfoundation.org

Is there room in
your heart

for one
more!

- Homes for
Children

needs caring foster families to provide safe and
loving homes for children and teens. The young
people come from backgrounds of abuse and
neglect. They desperately need your love.

Is there room in your heart and home
for just one more?

Training, financial assistance and around-the-clock
support are provided. Foster parents can be single or
married and can foster full- or part-time.

To find our more about foster parenting in your area, visit
www.kbhc.org and click on Foster Care or call:

V.
KBHC

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children
1-800-456-1386 - (502) 245-2101
www.kbhc.org E-mail: info@kbhc.org

Kentucky Baptist
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PERSECUTION?

You'RE
SUPPOSED
To.

I USED To HAVE
A STRANGE
BURNING DEEP

INSIDE...

Bible Crosswords

Across

1 “Joshua the son of ___
(Deuteronomy 34:9)

4 “And | sent the ____ before you”
(Joshua 24:12)

9 “Blessed are ___
(Matthew 5:11)

11 One of the kings of Judah
(1 Kings 15:11)

12 “He had compassion ____ him
(Luke 10:33)

13 “Intending after ____to bring
him forth” (Acts 12:4)

15 “Thy father made our _____
grievous” (1 Kings 12:4)

16 “The ____shall be first”

»

”

(Matthew 19:30)

17 “____ burden is light” (Matthew
11:30)

18 “Therewasone ____,a

prophetess” (Luke 2:36)

21 “And a certain woman named
__ " (Acts 16:14)

24 “When | am weak, then am |
____"(2Corinthians 12:10)

25" strong” (1 Samuel 4:9)

26 “| amthat bread of ____ "
(John 6:48)

28 “Astheapple "
(Song of Solomon 2:3)

29 “What must | dotobe ___?”
(Acts 16:30)

31 “Better is it that thou shouldest
not ____ " (Ecclesiastes 5:5)

34 “0 generationof ____ "
(Matthew 3:7)

37 “The glory of the Lord abode on
mount ______ " (Exodus 24:16)

39 Seeds that can be made into soup

42 A natural substance containing a
valuable metal

43 New Testament, abbr.

44 Latin that is, abbr.

45“___ man can serve two
masters” (Matthew 6:24)

46 “And whatsoever goeth upon his
__"(Leviticus 11:27)
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50 “He hath _____ great things”
(Joel 2:20)

52 “There shall be weeping and ___
of teeth” (Luke 13:28)

55 “Though they be _____like
crimson, they shall be as wool”
(Isaiah 1:18)

56 “Rebekah ... the daughter of
Bethuel the ___ "
(Genesis 25:20)

57 “We remember the ...
(Numbers 11:5)

Down

1“ltellyou, " (Luke 13:3)

2 United Service Organizations,
abbr.

3 “| was afraid, because | was ___
(Genesis 3:10)

4“___ everyone that thirsteth”
(Isaiah 55:1)

5 “Believe ____, and she shall be

. made whole” (Luke 8:50)

6 “Birds of the air have ____
(Luke 9:58)

7 “Arise, Peter; slayand ____
(Acts 11:7)

8 Poet Elliot’s initials

”

-9 “Sing unto the Lord, O

saints” (Psalm 30:4)

10 One of the sons of Judah
(Genesis 46:12)

14 A male voice part

17 “And (Jesus) called, saying, __,
arise” (Luke 8:54)

18 “Thou ___ my King”
(Psalm 44:4)

19 Compass direction, abbr.

20 “Rock of ____, cleft for me”

21 Pounds, abbr.

22“___ though | walk”
(Psalm 23:4)

23 French word for island

27 “I will fear no ____" (Psalm 23:4)

30 “l am the true ____" (John 15:1)

32 “Who is worthy to ____the
book?” (Revelation 5:2)

33 “So they two _____ until they
came to Bethlehem” (Ruth 1:19)

35 Right, abbr.

36 Yes, in Italian or Spanish

37 “Speaking to yourselves in
psalms and ... spiritual ____
(Ephesians 5:19)

38 Sarcasm

40 “Fine ____is the righteousness
of saints” (Revelation 19:8)

41 “Some ____fell by the way side”
(Matthew 13:4)

46 23rd letter of the Greek alphabet

47 Expression of triumph

48 “That | may ____ Christ”
(Philemon 3:8)

49 Chemical symbol for-tin -

51 Spanish word for gold

53 “To the dwelling of ___”

* (Numbers 21:15)

54“____ yetherefore”

(Matthew 28:19)

”
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“The vast majority of us, like Jo-
seph, will not get headlines or our
15 minutes of fame, but we all have
our parts,” Davis said.

The main reason Joseph is such
an enigma is that the Bible says so
little about him—only that he was a
pious carpenter from Nazareth, al-
though some think he was an archi-
tect, or maybe a general contractor.

Other texts that were never ac-
cepted as Scripture go into much
more detail. The Protogospel of
James, written about 150 AD.,
says Joseph was an elderly widow-
er when he was chosen by lot to be
with Mary, who was only 12.

Both Matthew and Luke trace his
lineage back to King David, which
provides the family pedigree neces-
sary for Jesus to be the Messiah.

After Jesus is born, Joseph fled
with the family to Egypt to escape
the death sentence imposed by a
paranoid King Herod. Paul Perry,
author of the new book, “Jesus in
Egypt,”
cal legends about the refugee fam-
ily and discovered a “rousing chase
scene up and down the Nile.”

“Jesus kept getting the Holy
Family into trouble in Egypt,” Per-
ry said. “He was destroying idols
and getting them run out of town.
That was a concern for Joseph be-
cause he wanted to slow down and
rest easy.” ;

When the family returned to
Israel—Perry said Jesus was proba-
bly 7—they resettled in Nazareth.
There is no biblical mention of the
family again until Jesus goes miss-
ing at age 12 and is found by Mary
and Joseph instructing rabbis in
the temple. From then on, Joseph

spent two years tracing lo-

is not mentioned. The popular ex-
planation is that he died without
so much as an obituary.

Some scholars think Joseph,
like other members of Jesus’ fam-
ily, takes a secondary role in order
to keep the focus on Jesus. Others
say the family was strained to the
point of dysfunction because of Je-
sus’ radical ministry.

“The truth of the matter is, we're
not surprised not to hear about the
demise of Joseph, because frankly,
the family had little to do with Je-
sus,” said Ben Witherington, a pro-
fessor at Asbury Theological Semi-
nary in Wilmore.

“Jesus was so out of the' box,
such a radical figure, that His fami-
ly couldn’t figure Him out.”

Most Protestants say it is clear
that Joseph and Mary had other
children after Jesus. Catholics dis-
agree. They believe Mary was a per-
petual virgin and say Jesus’ siblings

Some scholars take closer look at Joseph

are actually cousins.

So, ‘where does Joseph fit into
the gospel stories?

Bruce Chilton, an Episcopal
priest and executive director of the
Institute for Advanced Theology at
Bard College in upstate New York,
says Joseph is crucial because his
unorthodox paternity made Jesus
a type of 1st century social outcast
who never really was accepted by
community leaders.

That isolation, especially after
Joseph's death, gave Jesus a “partic-
ular sensibility” for other untouch-
ables, one of the hallmarks of his
ministry.

“One of Jesus’ pre-eminent gifts
to religion is the idea of addressing
God as Father,” Chilton said. “Jo
seph is the one protection Jesus has
from becoming an (outcast). When
Joseph dies, Jesus emerges as the °
religious teacher who will call His
Abba, His Father, God.”

15-Passenger Van Safety
is Big News these Days!

LifeWay has the solution—a 15-passenger -
mini-bus that meets Federal safety standards.

e Mini-Bus

» 15 Passengers
(No CDL)

* 2/1 Seating

« Center Aisle

 Low First Step

» Raised Roof

 Longer Wheelbase

» Dual Rear Wheels

» Steel Construction

1-800-370-6180
carpenterbus.com

4 LlfeWay

CHURCH BUSES

Carpenter Bus Sales, Inc.
Nation's #1 Church Bus Dealer

Two of a kind, almost

Siblings find success in school and
activities at Oneida Baptist Institute

One of my greatest challenges is finding time
to really get to know my students. Prior to being
president, my daily responsibilities kept me in
constant contact with students. Watching them
mature and succeed, and observing the healing
that takes place in their families is what makes
this ministry exciting.

We are not as successful with every
student as we would like to be. Howev-
er, if the student will give us a chance,
wonderful things can happen. Two sis-
ters from Louisville enrolled at the be-
ginning of the 2001 fall term. They
came to Oneida Baptist Institute be-
cause of poor choices and family con-
flicts. The older girl had personal dif-
ficulties that were having a negative
influence on her sister. Their mother
had heard about OBI from a friend. The older
sister told us, “I decided to give it a try. I knew I
wouldn’t like it (unless) the choice was mine.”

It did not take the girls long to see the op-
portunities Oneida provided. True, they didn’t
have as much privacy as they were accustomed
to at home. But privacy in any dorm is a rare
commodity. There was the normal homesick-
ness and adjusting, but the girls did very well.

Both girls have been on the honor roll since
they enrolled. The older sister has been a cheer-
leader; a member of our student government
association, yearbook staff and Beta Club; and
has played softball and volleyball. She always
has done well academically, but at Oneida she
has done very well. Teachers in her old school
described her as “a good student but she talks

Twis i1s ONeiDA

too much.” We have noticed that, too! However,
she has a wonderful personality and gets along
with peers and staff.

The younger girl is a lot like her sister. Her
grades have always been good, but are better
here. She, too, has found that success at Onei-
da depends on being busy and involved. She
has worked as a dorm aid and in the school
grill. She is in our student government asso-
ciation and plays softball and volley-
ball. She also gets along well with staff
and peers.

These girls were being raised in a
single-parent family. Like many teen-
agers, they were beginning to make
some bad choices. Every parent knows
this can happen, but single parents of-
ten have a more difficult time keeping
. the family on track. When their moth-
- er shared some of her concerns for her

daughters with a friend, she told her
about OBI. Fortunately, this mother did not
wait until things were completely out of con-
trol; she recognized that the girls needed help.
Often parents wait too long to get help or to
consider Oneida.

These two girls have been a blessing to our
campus. They have positive spirits and atti-
tudes. The older sister has a bit of a temper
from time to time, but all in all they are won-
derful girls.

Kentucky Baptists and many other friends
helped to make it possible for these girls to find
success at a critical time in their lives.

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, P.0. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www.oneida
school.org; e-mail: preSIdent@oneldaschool org

Morganfield single enjoys
life, studies at Clear Creek

Second-year student Hattie
Carr headed back to Morganfield
for the Christmas holidays. She’ll
enjoy the family, home cooking
and probably do some horseback
riding if the snow doesn’t come.
Hattie’s easy smile and
outgoing spirit bless our
campus.

As part of campus
Baptist Student Union,
Hattie recently helped
with a “Mystery Night”
program at the Pomeroy
Family Life Center.

“We wanted to dra-
matize the national
problem of losing liber- il
ties and how we have to
stand together so they will not
be lost,” Hattie said. “The format
was a party going on through the
night with the disappearance of
people representing our liberties.
At the end we brought our liber-
ties into a courtroom scene, but
the liberties were not on trial. The
people present faced accountabil-
ity for what they had done or not
done to lose their liberties.”

About 60 people attended and
had fun while learning. Hattie
helped write the script and looks
forward to other BSU events.

What influenced her to attend

CLear CREEk
CHRoNICLE

Learn to be free in Christ

Clear Creek? “One thing that drew
me was the unity I saw on cam-
pus,” Hattie said. “The professors
are also able to individually re-
late to students. Here we are not
a number.”

Born prematurely, Hattie was
13 inches long. Her father oper-
ated a woodworking shop and
got his measurement
for handmade cradles
by doubling her length.
Hattie’s life now influ-
ences young girls at Har-
lan Baptist Church. She
works with Girls in Ac-
tion; on most Wednes-

days about 12 first-
through third-grade girls
meet.

"In addition to mis-
sions education, Hattie
would like for the girls to know,
“It is OK to be who they are, to be
free and not fit a mold.”

Hattie’s parents are active in
First Christian Church of Mor-
ganfield. Her father still fashions
cradles. This Christmas, we pray
that other children laid in a cra-
dle stamped, “Hattie Cradles,” will
grow up to be free in Christ.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
KY 40977; (606) 337-3196



WESTERVRECORDER. org

DECEMBER 16, 2003 9

Expanded gambling is bad for business

BUSINESS: Directly and indirectly hurt

After Mom and Dad lose the family’s money, businesses lose because their patrons are broke.

PROPONENTS OF GAMBLING have

tantalized business leaders with promises Kent

of increased tourism and economic Ostrander

development. However, the promises is the

rarely, if ever, materialize. )
Robert Goodman, author of The Luck executive

director of
The Family
Foundation

Business, said when making their case for
expanded gambling to the public, the
gambling industry typically trivializes the
negative impacts while inflating the
positive ones.

Of all the arguments favoring gam-
bling expansion, perhaps the most attrac-
tive is that new gambling opportunities will
benefit the overall economy. Unfortu-
nately, over and over again, the statement
proves to be deceptive

While capital
investment and
immediate job
creation seem to
immediately follow
new gambling
projects, the long-
term impact on
most businesses and
the economy is
usually negative,
according to John W. Kindt, professor of
commerce and legal policy at the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
Kindt, who grew up in Louisville and is a

nationally recognized expert on gambling’s
effect on the economy, actually calls for re-
criminalizing gambling because it is a
“catalyst for economic downturn.” Numer-
ous studies support his position.

Professor I. Nelson Rose, professor at
the Whittier School of
Law in Los Angeles
and a professional
legal consultant for
many casinos, puts it

. succinctly, “A casino
acts like a black hole,
sucking all the money
out of the local
economy.”

Kentucky native
Joe Koester lives and works in Vicksburg,

“A casino acts like a black
hole, sucking all the money

out of the local economy.”

Professor I. Nelson Rose,
Whittier School of Law
and legal consultant to casinos

“A lot of the gain they bring is in the first
two to three years, but after that it levels

Mississippi, home to four riverboat casinos.

Please Act!

Operation “George Washington”

On Christmas Day 1776, George Washington’s forces
crossed the icy Delaware River, taking the British by
surprise and creating the turning point in the
Revolutionary War. We’re taking a page out of his
playbook and mobilizing this Christmas season.

Now that Ernie Fletcher has been sworn in as governor, call his
office and leave a message with the receptionist, congratulating him
and encouraging him to stand strong against the pressure of the
big gambling interests. He will be strengthened if hundreds of
Kentuckians greet him with something like. . .

“Please work against
ANY expansion of gambling”

If you voted for him, be sure to explain that one of your reasons (or
THE reason) you supported him was his opposition to expanded
gambling. Unfortunately, the other side has been quietly pushing
all kinds of proposals, including Keno in their recent debacle.

Together we can strengthen Fletcher’s resolve and create support
for a good, no-expansion policy, surprising the expansionists. Call
the governor’s message line NOW:

Call (502) 564-2611

To help The Family Foundation disseminate information on this issue in your
community, please call us at (859) 255-5400 or email us at tffky@mis.net A

< /7
Don ¢ worry qﬁaa&‘ as ma am. .,
M re /’«J’K come Lo clean “p.

craigo1 @adelphia.net

out.... the shine wears off,” Koester said.
“There is a saturation level. A state can
have only so much gambling.” Koester,
who earned a master’s degree in civil
engineering from the University of Ken-
tucky, noted that prior to casinos, there
were one or two pawn shops in Vicksburg.
Now there are over twenty—one sign of an
unhealthy economy.

Critics say gambling is inherently
antithetical to good business. It under-
mines sound economic principles of thrift,
diligent labor, and savings. Gambling
“produces no product, no new wealth, and
so it makes no genuine contribution to
economic development,” said Jack Van Der
Slik, senior scholar in the Illinois Legisla-
tive Studies Center.

Kindt’s assessment is similar. Existing
businesses lose the most when gambling is
legalized. It cannibalizes discretionary
dollars from consumers who would have
purchased groceries, clothes, consumer
goods, and restaurant meals. And non-
gambling-related businesses will not be
competing for consumer dollars or recre-

ational dollars on a level playing field,
according to Kindt, “because legalized
gambling activities can cater to an addicted
and potentially addicted market segment.”
With the exception of the cluster services
(food services and delivery, alcoholic bever-
age companies and pawn shops) associated
with it, Kindt explains that new businesses
tend not to locate in areas allowing legalized
gambling because
of the associated social and economic costs.
Surprisingly, gambling expansionists
targeting Kentucky have pointed to all the
money that Indiana has gained by Kentuckians
going to the Indiana riverboats. What they
haven’t emphasized is that Indiana has had
some of its worst economic times since
gambling was expanded there, losing 120,000
jobs and causing the late Gov. Frank O’Bannon
to speculate earlier this year that the downturn
would shape his political legacy. O’Bannon
died September 13 following a stroke.

2

And these guys should know!

“Get it straight...there is no reason on earth for any
of you to expect for more than one second that just
because there are people here [at casinos], they’re

going to run into your store, or restaurant, or bar.”
Steve Wynn

(casino owner, speaking to small business leaders in Connecticut)

“People will spend a tremendous amount of money
in casinos, money that they would normally spend
on buying a refrigerator or a new car. Local
businesses will suffer because they lose customer
dollars to the casinos.”

Donald Trump

(casino owner, interviewed by the Miami Herald)

For more information, visit:

www.SayNoCasino.com

www.kybaptist.org -eb site of the Kentucky Baptist Convention

www.kentuckyleague.org ep site of The Kentucky
League on Alcohol and Gambling Problems

www.kycage.org web site of the Coalition Against Gambling Expansion

Paid advertisement
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PRAYER

RTNE

Please pray for these
people and projects,
which are part of
Kentucky Baptists’
partnership with
Baptists in Poland,
Europe and New
England:

B Missionary Vickie
Stewart, who works
with the women
among the urban poor
in Curitiba, Brazil,
requests prayer for
the spiritual growth
of participants in a
women’s Bible study

and young adult group.

W Missionaries in
Silesia, Poland, are
~ thankful for two new
small groups that have
formed.

" ® Missionaries in
the Canary Islands
rejoice over the 21
people who made
professions of faith
in Christ recently
during a door-to-door
evangelism campaign.
The missionaries
request prayer that
the local team and the
two churches involved
will be faithful in
encouraging and
discipling these new
believers.

® English and
computer classes being
led by an International
Service Corps worker
in Bulgaria. Please
pray that participants
will be drawn closer
to God through the
classes and Christmas
activities this month.
Workers also request
prayer that a church
planting movement
will start in Stara
Zagora, Bulgaria.

B Missionaries in
Bucharest, Romania,
request prayer for
their research about
the need for a church-
planter training center
in Bucharest.

MounTains T0

B CADIZ—South Union Church re-
cently called William Eugene Powell
as pastor.

B CECILIA—Cecilia Church will hold
a Christmas Eve service Dec. 24, 6
p.m. Mike Rodgers is interim pas-
tor. .

B EASTBERNSTADT—Hazel Patch
Church will present “A Christian
Miracle” Dec. 21, 6 p.m. Brian Ham-
mack is pastor.

B EDDYVILLE—First Church will pres-
ent “Sing Noel” Dec. 21, 7 p.m. Par-
ticipants include the sanctuary
choir, young adults and children.
The church also recently licensed
Heath Carlton and Josh White to
the gospel ministry. Tim Perdue is
pastor.

W ELIZABETHTOWN—Severns Valley
Church will hold Christmas Eve
worship services Dec. 24, 5 p.m. Bil-
ly Compton is pastor.

B FRANKFORT—-Immanuel Church’s
sanctuary choir and instrumental
ensemble will present “The Winter
Rose” Dec. 21, 6 p.m. Naomi Walker
is music pastor.

B GREENVILLE—Second Church will
hold a candlelight Christmas ser-
vice Sunday evening, Dec. 21.

W HENDERSON—Bellfield Church’s
adult choir will present.“He’s Still
the King of Kings” Dec. 21, 6 p.m.

H HOPKINSVILLE—Casky Church’s
youth choir will present “A Strange
Way to Save the World,” Dec. 21,

THE MississipPI

LED BY STAFF

6:30 p.m. Christmas Eve servic-
es will be held Dec. 24, 4 p.m. Will

" Stone is pastor.

W LOUISVILLE—Clifton Heights
Church -called Anthony Harwell as
minister of youth.

Lakeside Church recently called
Craig Crawley as minister of music.
Wes Brockway is pastor.

St. Matthews Church will hold a
Christmas Eve candlelight and com-
munion service Dec. 24, 5 p.m. Les-
lie Hollon is pastor.

B MADISONVILLE—Pleasant View re-
cently Church called Brodie Am-
brose as pastor.

W MAYFIELD—New Vision Church re-
cently called Chad Frizzell as pas-
tor. -

M MIDDLETOWN—First Church will
hold a Christmas Eve candlelight
service Dec. 24, 5:30 p.m. James Cob-
ban is pastor.

B MOUNT VERNON—Maretburg
Church’s choir will present “Come
to Bethlehem” led by Jill Stevens,
Dec. 21, 7 p.m. Wayne Harding is
pastor.

B OWENSBORO—Bellevue Church will
present Christmas Eve Lord’s Sup-
per services Dec. 24, 5 and 6:30 p.m.
Greg Faulls is pastor.

B PROVIDENCE—Green Grove Mission-
ary Church recently called Brian
Browning as pastor.

B SEBREE—First Church called Linda
Epley as youth director.

Kentucky congregations help CBF
provide texthooks for Albanians

: By Melanie Kieve

Associated Baptist Press

Skopje, Macedonia (ABP)—“A jeni ju
Baba Dimri?” Translation: “Are you
Santa Claus?”

That’s what Serxhane, an 11-
year-old Albanian orphan, asked
Rick Shaw—who serves with his
wife, Martha, as Cooperative Bap-
tist Fellowship global missions field
personnel in Skopje, Macedonia—
a few weeks after receiving text-
books from Mrs. Shaw and CBF vol-
unteers.

But according to Shaw, it wasn’t
the gift as much as God’s love dem-
onstrated through giving that cre-
ated the mistaken identity. “I told
the young Albanian that, like Baba
Dimri, we love people—especially
the children of the world,” he said.

Serxhane was one of approxi-
mately 500 children who received
textbooks, along with backpacks
and school supplies. The textbook
project was part of the Shaws’ on-
going ministry among orphan and
indigent children in Skopje and
surrounding villages.

The children who received text-
books are either orphaned or have
only one parent who is employed.
“Many of the children are very
bright and ... dream of a better life,”
Mrs. Shaw said, but they face obsta-
cles to learning, such as having to
provide their own books. “You can
imagine what a challenge this is
when no one in the home is work-
ing,” she added.

When Highland Baptist Church
in Louisville learned of the text-
book shortage, members quickly re-
sponded. They spread the word to

other churches in the area, while
the Shaws contacted churches in
the Balkan region. In all, more than
$40,000 was raised.

In August, three Highland mem-
bers—Phil Collier, Terri Connolly
and Angela Dennison—along with
Mary Thompson of Calvary Baptist
Church in Lexington—traveled to
Skopje, where they distributed text-
books and visited in schools and or-
phans’ homes. They were joined by
several local Albanian and Macedo-
nian church members.

Since the volunteers’ return,
Highland members have discovered
that many Albanians live in Louis-
ville. The church hosted a Thanks-
giving meal for local Albanians as
part of an emerging cultural ex-
change ministry, Collier said.

“Our church has been energized
by this project,” he added. “We
have become more missions-ori-
ented, with a large percentage of
our members becoming involved
in missions work and justice is-
sues.” Collier noted that Highland
also has enjoyed the connections
created by the project with new Al-
banian friends and sister churches
such as Lexington’s Calvary Baptist.

Calvary members collected mon-
ey for the textbook project and do-
nated school supplies for distri-
bution. The church’s deacons also
held a dessert auction to help send
Mary Thompson on the textbook
distribution trip.

“It meant the world to me to
have the opportunity to go and
help the Shaws,” Thompson said. “I
felt God’s hand throughout the ex-
perience.”

QUEST FOR CHRIST (Quest, a
weekend  Christian  celebration
held Nov. 21-22 on the campus of
Cumberland College in Williams-
burg, attracted more than 1,200
young people from Kentucky
and surrounding states. More
than 80 participants made public
decisions for Christ during the
weekend, including more than 40
who made personal professions
of faith. Others rededicated their
lives to Christ or committed to
serve God through missions and
ministry. Above: Youth evangelist
Clayton King prays for a group of
young people who responded to
an invitation. Leff: Janna Long,
a member of the contemporary
Christian music group Avalon, sang
during the weekend event.

CrassiFiep Aps

FOR SALE: 1983 15-passenger
Dodge van. Approximately 113,000
miles. $1,000. Call (502) 368-2521
Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

SEEKING: Gethsemane Baptist
Church, Danville, Ky., is seeking
a full-time worship leader. Prima-
ry responsibilities: leading our
church in a blended style of wor-
ship. Send resumés to: Gethse-
mane Baptist Church, 123 Quisen-
berry Ave., Danville, KY 40422.

SEEKING: Part-time youth min-
ister for Mt. Pleasant Baptist
Church. Submit resumé to: Mt.
Pleasant Baptist Church, 954 Stack-
er St., Lewisburg, KY 42256, or
brojoe@logantele.com.

SEEKING: Powell River Missionary
Baptist Association of Lee County,
Virginia, is seeking a director of
missions. Anyone who is interested
in this position, please send a re-
sumé to: DOM Search Committee,
PO Box 222, Jonesville, VA 24263.
Deadline is Jan. 30, 2004.

SEEKING: Part-time youth minis-
ter for Central Ave. Baptist Church.
Please submit resumés to: Minis-
ter of Youth Search Committee, PO
Box 736, Elizabethtown, KY 42702.

SEEKING: Music director, Mt. Ver-
non Baptist Church, Woodford
County. Please call: (502) 863-1433
after 5 p.m.; or (859) 873-3337.

. SEEKING: Associate pastor of
youth and single adults. We have
a fast-growing congregation with
an average Sunday school atten-
dance of more than 600. Desired
candidate should have a seminary
degree and 3-5 years experience

leading youth ministries. Resu-
més with references should be sub-
mitted to: Search Committee, Zion
Baptist Church, 8158 Highway 351,
Henderson, KY 42420.

SEEKING: Minister of youth and
activities for First Baptist Church,
Hopkinsville, Ky. College/seminary
degree required. Send resumés to:
Search Committee, First Baptist
Church, 1400 South Main St., Hop-
kinsville, KY 42240.

SEEKING: Associate pastor. Ovesen
Heights Baptist Church in Hodgen-
ville, Ky., is receiving resumés for
part-time associate pastor. Pri-
mary ministry is with teenagers,
but includes some preaching and
pastoral responsibilities. Send re-
sumé with references to: Person-
nel Committee, Ovesen Heights
Baptist Church, PO Box 253, Hod-
genville, KY 42748, or inquire to:
DRichC@aol.com.

SERVICE: America’s fastest-grow-
ing Christian long distance com-
pany. 4.9 cents/minute; no month-
ly fees; no codes or restrictions; 6
second billing; 250,000 happy cus-
tomers. Toll-free: (866) 587-8346 or
www.covenantphoneservice.com.
Home agents needed.

TOUR: Alaska cruise. You are in-
vited to join our Christian Life
Tours group on a 7-day inside pas-
sage and glacier cruise June 4-
11 with optional land tour. Enjoy
Alaska with other Kentucky Bap-
tists at the best prices. For bro-
chure or to make a reservation,
call (877) 557-0073 (toll-free). OK to
leave message.
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Turning 30 disciples into 100,000

Southern Baptist missionaries’ primary
strategy involves church planting movements

By Erich Bridges
SBC International Mission Board

East Asia (BP)—The revolution
started with 30 doubting farmers.

It was long after dark. Weary
from working all day in the fields,
they sat in the church—the small-
est of only three churches in a
county of nearly 700,000 people—
and listened to “John,” a visiting
Southern Baptist missionary.

John told them of his vi- v
sion: at least one church (3
in each of the 200-plus
towns and villages in
the East Asian coun-
ty within three years.
And they were the
seeds God would plant
to make it happen.

The farmers looked at each oth-
er, and then stared at the mission-
ary as if he was crazy.

“Everyone here can start by
holding a ‘family Bible group’ in
your own home,” John said.

“How can we do that?” they
asked. “Who will teach?”

“You will be the teacher,” John
replied.

Frowns. Shaking heads. “But
we don't know how,” was their
common reply.

Training trainers

“I'will teach you right now how
to do it. It’s a very simple way. You
have your own story of how you
became a Christian. Just write it
down on one page.”

John asked them to read their
“story” aloud five times to them-
selves, then tell it to each other.

Next, he told them to list ev-
eryone they personally knew who

That all peoples P
may know Him
Follow God’s Purpose

didn’t follow Christ, starting with
relatives and friends. Most could eas-
ily think of 50, 60, 100 or more.

“Divide them into groups of five,”
John said. “Find them in the fields, in
the restaurant, at home, anywhere.
Bring them to your place and share
your story.”

He returned two weeks later to see
what had happened. Only 11 of the
trainees had shared with any-
one. He asked them to tell of

their experiences to encour-

age the others. Several had

shared with two or three
ople; one had told 11.
John again challenged
the “silent 19” to share
with people on their list
or not bother coming to the next
training session. To the rest, he be-
gan teaching a series of simple Bible
lessons they in turn could teach and
train others to feach.

By January 2001 (two months lat-
er), 20 small worship groups had
sprung up. Four months after that,
327 small groups with 4,000 new-
ly baptized believers were meeting
in 17 towns. By the end of the year,
more than 12,000 new believers were
worshiping in 908 house churches.

“We don’t train teachers. We train
trainers,” John explains. “One gener-
ation teaches a second generation,
and the second generation teaches
the third generation. Monday you
can teach one group, Wednesday an-
other group, Thursday another.”

One old farmer took up the chal-
lenge—and started more than 100
churches in a year. He rises each
day at 5 a.m. with two hours of Bi-
ble reading and prayer, works in the
fields until 5 p.m., then goes home to

his family.

At 7 p.m., he heads back out.
“I work in God’s fields until mid-
night,” he proudly says.

John repeated the process in
the sprawling urban center near-
by, where millions of workers toil
in thousands of factories. Many
come from surrounding provinc-
es and live in factory dormitories.

Churches planting churches

“They eat, they work, they
sleep inside the factory,” he says.
“Every dormitory room has maybe
eight or 12 people. They are very
lonely. If one person becomes a
Christian, he can lead the whole
room to Christ.”

Once, the Christian trainers
“lost” a factory worker, a new be-
liever they had trained to teach.
One day he simply disappeared.

“After six months we found
him again,” John reports. “He had

been transferred to another large fac-
tory with 10,000 workers in it. Dur-
ing those six months, he had started
70 small groups and seen 10 genera-
tions of reproduction.”

Churches were planting churches
that were planting more churches.

By mid-2003, less than three years
after 30 tired farmers gathered to lis-
ten to a missionary they suspected
was crazy, the church-planting move-
ment had produced more than 9,300
churches and more than 104,000 bap-
tized believers.

John, the missionary who once re-
joiced over one church start a year,
admits he doubted it could happen
until he saw it with his own eyes.

“Jesus said, ‘Go!" He said to teach

them to become disciples, not just
church members,” John says. “We
train everyone to become trainers.
That is the CPM (church-planting
movement) way. It is very simple, but
it is a good way.”

Messiah sing-alongs have become lively chrlstmas tradition

By Adelle Banks

Religion News Service
Arlington, Va. (RNS)—Messiah
Sing-alongs. Messiah Sing-ins.

Messiah Sings.

You name it, many cities have
one or more. And this time of year
is when many singers, profession-
al and amateur alike, come to-
gether to belt our the “Hallelujah”
chorus and other parts of this fa-
mous musical piece

“Handel’s ‘Messiah’ is proba-
bly the most popular or famous
choral work ever written. I mean
ever,” said Barry Hemphill, mu-
sic director of Washington’s Met-
ropolitan Chorus, of the oratorio
written in 1741.

Two weeks before serving as
principal conductor of the 33rd
annual “Messiah Sing-Along” at
Washington’s Kennedy Center,
Hemphill led his group’s 16th an-
nual sing-along at First Presbyteri-
an Church of Arlington, Va.

In the sanctuary decorated
with wreaths and red candles,
the orchestra consisted of a string
quartet, organist and harpsichord-
ist and the soloists were members
of Hemphill’s chorus.

But most of the singers were
in the pews; people with a range
of performance levels, from those
who were not quite in tune and

missed some entrances and cutoffs
to seasoned singers with scores high-
lighted in yellow or orange.

As the performance concluded
about an hour later, after such cho-
ruses as “For unto us a child is born”
and “Glory to God,” the crowd gave it-
self a warm round of applause.

Variations around the country

Variations on this theme occur
worldwide, perhaps hundreds of
times every Christmas season.

In New Haven, Conn., community
members are marking the 21st annu-
al “Messiah Sing-In” sponsored by the
Yale University Glee Club.

Across the country at Stanford
University’s “Sing- and Play-Along
Messiah,” singers as well as instru-
mentalists appear for the impromp-
tu performance. And, unlike some
other sing-alongs, soloists aren’t cho-
sen ahead of time.

“It might more properly be called
a ‘Messiah free-for-all,”” said Beth
Youngdoff, publicist for Stanford’s
music department.

In the country’s midsection,
about 7,000 people attend the “Do-It-
Yourself Messiah” over two nights at
Chicago’s Civic Opera House.

The American tradition dates to
at least the 1960s when about 3,000
people filled what’s now called Avery
Fisher Hall in New York City.

The 36th annual performance
of the “Messiah Sing-In” in that
hall, sponsored by New York City’s
National Chorale, now features
18 choral conductors, each tak-
ing turns in leading the singers in
the seats. Audience members pay
$33 to $85 to join the one-night
chorus.

Not long after that New York
ritual began, the Kennedy Cen-
ter's “Messiah Sing-Along” start-
ed in 1971.

Though free of charge, ardent
singers-along pay in another way
two weekends before the perfor-
mance.

“People camp all night to get
the tickets,” said Mary Johnson,
a spokeswoman for the Kenne-
dy Center, which spends about
$40,000 on the production attend-
ed by 3,000 people.

Don Monro, promoter of “Mes-
siah From Scratch” at London’s
Royal Albert Hall, was “devastat-
ed” to learn the Kennedy Center
sing-along started three years be-
fore his popular Christmastime
event. About 3,000 people fill that
prestigious hall, with the bass sec-
tion on the stage. He estimates
about two-thirds come to sing and
one-third come to listen.

“This year’s performance is the
practice for next year, so it keeps

getting better,” he said.

Reilly Lewis, founder of the Wash-
ington Bach Consort, said one unfor-
tunate byproduct is that singers asso-
ciate the “Messiah” as only Christmas
music. “The ‘Messiah’ is really an Eas-
ter piece and some of the most glori-
ous music takes place in the second
and third parts.”

But conductors say no matter
what portions they lead, they never
can omit the “Hallelujah” chorus.

“Not and make it to the parking
lot,” Hemphill joked.

HOUSE CHURCH House
churches in Harbin,

China, meet weekly for
several hours at a time.

To avoid attracting too
much attention, the groups
often move from home to
home, meeting in different
locations each week. Still,
many groups, like this one,
have grown as curious
neighbors are led to Christ.
(IMB photo)

SING-ALONG Members of
Washington’s Metropolitan
Chorus sing Handel’s
“Messiah” at a sing-along
performance at the First
Presbyterian Church in
Arlington, Va. (RNS photo
by Tyrone Turner)
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