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NFL fine doesn't 
halt popularity of 
Kitna's cross cap 

Cincinnati (RNS)-Sometimes 
there is no better marketing 
than word of mouth. 

That has been • especial­
ly true in Cincinnati in the 
wake of a controversial call by 
the National Football League, 
which fined Cincinnati Ben­
gals quarterback Jon Kitna 
$5,000 for wearing unauthor­
ized headgear too close to 
game time during a television 
interview. 

Kitna's cap was emblazoned 
with a simple cross-a symbol 
of the Pro Bowl quarterback's 
devotion to Jesus. 

The NFL told the Bengals 
that Kitria was in violation of 
a rule requiring all merchan­
dise worn by players or other 
team personnel to be approved 
and licensed by the football 
league. The cross cap was not a 
licensed item. 

The news hit hard in the 
Queen City, and upon learning 
of the NFL's decision, owners of 
The Catholic Shop in a north­
ern suburb decided they would 
begin selling the caps for $5 a 
pop. Since Dec. 22, they've sold 
more than 4,000 of the embroi­
dered cross caps, and they an­
ticipate selling up to 1,000 a 
day" as long as we can get them 
in," said Catholic Shop c~wn­
er Dan Giroux. 

Giroux·s wife, Ann, had 
been a guest on a local radio 
talk show, originally scheduled 
to discuss Mel Gibson's new 
movie, "The Passion," when the 
hat controversy emerged. 

"She and the talk-show host 
got talking about how Jon Kit­
na was such ~ great guy, a good 
quarterback and a really dedi­
cated Christian," Giroux said. 

Now dubbed "Kitna caps," 
the items have attracted buy­
ers from as far away as Chicago 
and Indianapolis, he said. 

"The phone's been ringing 
off the hook, and we quit tak­
ing pre-orders because of all 
the out-of-town folks who said 
they weren't going to leave 
without a cap," Giroux said. 

Just before Christmas, Gir­
oux said Kitna visited the store 
to thank the entrepreneurs for 
their support. 

"He just showed up, un­
announced, very shyly and 
reached out to shake my 
hand," Giroux said. "Then he 
just walked away." 

Girough ~said he quickly 
asked the quarterback to auto­
graph one of the caps for his 
wife. "He signed it: 'To Jennifer: 
God bless your boldness. Gala­
tians 6:9.'" 

PRACTICAL RESOURC'ES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING . 

The cyber cal I 

Will your church find next pastor online? 
By Marv Knox 
Texas Baptist Standard 

Dallas (ABP) - For more and more 
churches and their ministers, a 
match made in heaven may have 
been launched in cyberspace. 

Every day thousands of ministers 
log onto a constellation of Internet 
Web sites looking for a new church 
to serve-especially on Mondays. 

And with increasing frequency. 
church representatives also turn to 
the Web, posting ministerial vacan­
cies and sorting through potential 
candidate resumes. 

Although these cybersearches 
might not totally replace more con­
ventional means of finding • min­
isters-such as tapping ministers' 
friendship networks and seminary 
placement services-they're defi­
nitely gaining ground. 

For example, WWW.Church 
Staffing.com receives 2,500 to 3,000 
unique visitors on weekdays and 
slightly fewer on weekends, said 
Todd Rhoades, president of the site, 

• 

in Bryan, Ohio. 
"We normally carry between 

400 and 500 current job openings, 
which we try to keep as current as 
possible," Rhoades said. "And we 
currently have a little over 3,000 re­
sumes on file." 

That site also has partnered with 
Dallas-based Leadership Network to 
offer www.LeadNetChurchStaffing 
.com, which posts job listings for 
churches with attendance that av-
erages 1,000 or more. 

Even restricted to such large 
churches, the site relates to about . 
2,500 to 3,000 congregations na­
tionwide, said Dave Travis, senior 
vice president for Leadership Net­
work. 

The Baptist General Conven­
tion of Texas hosts two free In­
ternet-based search programs­
www.CPIS.org serves churches of 
all sizes and ministers of all types, 
while www.bivocational.com spe­
cializes in bivocational ministers 
and smaller churches. 

,, 

The ministers who operate the 
Web sites-and almost without ex­
ception, the sites are run by people 
who have served in church or de­
nominational ministry positions­
cite multiple reasons for the popu­
larity of Internet ministrysearches: 

Good matches. "We hope 
www.CPIS.org will help search com­
mittees find ministers who match 
their church preferences. And we 
hope they have longer tenures be­
cause of it," said Ed Hale, director 
of the Church and Membership Re­
sourcing Center for the Texas con­
vention. 

"As a ·director of m1ss1ons, I 
found very little help for church­
es who wanted to do their own re­
search and find the right match.'' 

The www.CPIS.org Web site al­
lows a church to complete a form 
that filters resumes for various pref­
erences and priorities and provides 
the church confidential profiles of 
four or five possible matches. 
o See "More churches turn ... "Page B 
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Barrows donates 
music collection to 
Southern Seminary 

Louisville (BP)­
While relocating his 
residence from Atlanta 
to Charlotte, N.C., this 
past fall, Cliff Barrows 
realized his vast 
collection of hymnals 
and music books 
needed a new home as 
well. 

Barrows, long­
time music and 
programming 
director for the Billy 

, Graham Evangelistic 
Association, decided to 
contact an old friend 
for a recommendation 
about where the 
collection might best 
continue to serve the 
work of Christ. 

The friend was 
Donald Rustad, retired 
professor of church 
music at Southern 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary and former 
organist for Billy 
Graham's crusade 
teams. 

"I knew I wouldn't 
be able to use all those 
hymnals," Earrows 
said. "When we moved 
here from Atlanta, 
it was the perfect 
opportunity to donate 
them. I asked Don 
what I should do with 
all these hymnals. I 
wanted to give them to 
a library that will allow 
people to continue to 
use them." 

Barrows recently 
donated his collection-
298 hymnals and 13 
additional music­
related books-to 
Boyce Centennial 
Library at Southern 
Seminary. He chose the 
seminary at Hustad's 
urging and because of 
existing connections 
to Southern through 
the Billy Graham 
school of missions, 
evangelism and church 
growth. The seminary 
library also contains a 
collection of materials 
from the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic 
Association's early 
years. 

The Barrows 
collection includes 
songbooks from 
Graham crusades 
and compilations by 
Barrows as well as solo 
and duet songbooks 
used by the Graham 
ministry. 

Barrows made it a 
point to buy hymnals 
from each country 
the Graham crusades 
visited. Many hymnals 
in the collection are 
in such languages 
as French, German, 
Spanish, Japanese, 
Chinese, Welsh, 
Russian and Swedish. 

SBC, international leaders at odds over BWA proposal 
SBC president 
endorses plan to 
cut ties to BWA 

Dallas-Southern Baptist Conven­
tion President Jack Graham has en­
dorsed a study committee's recom­
mendation that the SBC withdraw 
from the Baptist World Alliance, 
claiming the BWA "is becoming a 
marginalized organization which is 
having a smaller and smaller influ­
ence for the gospel of Christ around 
the world." 

·International Baptist leaders, 
meanwhile, expressed shock and 
dismay at the SBC leaders' proposal. 

A nine-member study commit­
tee, working on behalf of the SBC 
Executive Committee, issued its 
recommendation Dec. 19 that the 
SBC terminate its membership in 
the BWA at the start of the coming 
fiscal year, on Oct. 1. 

David Coffey, general secretary of 
the Baptist Union of Great Britain, 
said the SBC recommendation is 
"based on a false understanding of 
Baptist faith and practice." 

Theo An.gelov, general secretary 
of the European Baptist Federation, 
said the attempt to break relations 
appears to be over "ideology rather 
than Christian doctrine." 

Graham, in a statement' issued 
Dec. 23, said, "In a world full of 
terrorists and extremists, we do not 
have time to play religious games or 
become bogged down in the quag­
mire ofBaptist debates. It is time for 
Southern Baptists to move on and 
get busy fulfilling the Great Com­
mission in our lifetime." 

Graham, pastor of the Dallas-area 
Prestonwood Baptist Church, added, 
"Southern Baptists desire to work 
with like-minded believers who 
share our strategic commitment to 
the Word of God and the message 
of Christ." 

Graham said he will "encourage 
our churches and convention to 
develop new Baptist and Christian 
alliances worldwide which will 

genuinely commit to the task of 
world evangelism and the testimony 
of Jesus Christ. This is the right and 
best decision for Southern Baptists." 

Theological concerns were cited 
as the core reason for the study com­
mittee's recommendation for an 
SBC exit from the BWA. 

The theological problems, ac­
cording to the committee, involve 
"an increasing influence of posi­
tions contrary to the New Testament 
and to Baptist doctrines"-positions 
"being advocated in the various 
commissions and committees of the 
BWA"-stemming from "a number 
of European and North American 
conventions" with prominence in 
theBWA. 

The study committee also 
charged that "a decided anti-Ameri­
can tone has emerged in recent 
years. Continued emphasis on wom­
en as pastors, frequent criticisms of 
the International Mission Board of 
Southern Baptists, refusal to allow 
open discussion on issues such as 
abortion, and the funding of ques­
tionable enterprises through Baptist 
World Aid provide just a surface 
sampling of what has transpired in 
recent years." 

Responding to the committee's 
concerns, Coffey said, "In their 
concern to defend the truth of the 
gospel, the SBC study committee 
has failed to safeguard the primacy 
of freedom of conscience and have 
consequently delivered a victory for 
ideology over theology." 

"Our feeling is that we still need 
each other and that we should con­
tinue to love one another," Angelov 
agreed. "Any attempt to break this 
relationship and to separate broth­
ers and sisters in Christ should not 
prevail over the Christian love that 
must exist between one another." 

The SBC study committee's rec­
ommendation, if approved next 
month by the Executive Committee, 
would be forwarded to messengers 
at the SBC annual meeting June 15-
16 in Indianapolis. 
Based on reporting by Baptist Press and 
EthicsOai/ycom 

German theologian 
calls SBC charges 
false allegations 

Bochum, Germany (ABP)-A German 
Baptist theologian, who was cited as 
an example of "aberrant and dan­
gerous" theology within the Baptist 
World Alliance, says the Southern 
Baptist committee that leveled those 
charges is guilty oflying and should 
repent. 

"All of your allegations are totally • 
unsubstantiated," Erich Geldbach 
wrote in a Dec. 29 letter to Morris 
Chapman, chairman of a Southern 
Baptist Convention study committee 
that is proposing the SBC withdraw 
its membership and financial sup­
port from BWA. 

"Your committee is therefore 
guilty of trespassing at least two 
commandments: 'Thou shalt not 
bear false witness against thy neigh­
bor' (Exodus 20:16) and 'Lie not one 
to another' (Colossians 3:9)," Geld­
bach wrote. 

Chapman, president of the SBC 
Executive Committee, and eight 
other prominent Southern Baptists 
serve on the special committee, 
which accused the BWA of question­
ing biblical inerrancy, promoting 
women as pastors, and downplay­
ing the doctrine of salvation only 
through Jesus. 

The committee's report, released 
Dec. 19, cites as an example of the 
BWA's "leftward drift" a 1997 pre­
sentation by an unnamed "German 
Baptist theologian" to a BWA-spon­
sored meeting of Baptist theology 
professors in Vancouver, British Co­
lumbia. 

"In a theological workgroup," the 
SBC report noted, "Dr. Ken Hemphill 
was asked to deliver a paper on 'The 
Great Commission of our Lord.' Af­
ter a superb paper, one respondent 
chosen by the BWA to participate 
replied, 'I am not even sure that 
there is any such thing as the Great 
Commission, but if there is I am con­
fident that Jesus never said it."' 

Geldbach, in his letter to Chap­
man, said the unnamed theologian 
could only be him, since "to my 
knowledge no other German theolo­
gian was present." Geldbach was one 
of three people asked to respond to 
the presentation by Hemphill, then 
president of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

"It is of utmost importance for 
me to point out that nowhere in my 
response to Dr. Hemphill's paper is 
there any such foolish statement as 
your committee suggested by giving 
a direct quote," Geldbach wrote. 
"What is being presented as a direct 
quote is neither my language, nor 
could I identify with such a state­
ment, which I would dismiss as 
theological trash." 

With his letter to Chapman, 
Geldbach included a copy of his 
1997 response to Hemphill. "Should 
you find anywhere in my response a 
sentence that comes even close to 
your quote of what I was supposed 
to have said, then language, as 
means of communication, no longer 
works," the professor said. 

The copy Geldbach provided of 
his response does not include the 
quotation cited by the SBC commit­
tee. However, Geldbach questions 
Hemphill's assertion that the Great 
Commission (Matthew 28:19-20) 
should be the "central focus of the 
entire seminary experience" or "the 
heart of theological education." 

"My conclusion," Geldbach 
wrote, "is that we should not try to 
distill one particular form of evan­
gelism from the New Testament, 
but leave open the option to have 
a great variety of approaches which 
differ from country to country, from 
culture to culture, from continent 
to continent." 

A comprehensive view of evan­
gelism should include a response 
to injustice, hunger, unemployment 
and racism, Geldbach wrote. 

Chapman declined to comment 
on the specifics of Geldbach's letter. 
He said the letter was e-mailed Dec. 
31 to members of the SBC study com­
mittee, which may respond later. 

1MB firing missionaries named top Baptist news of 2003 
Jacksonville, Fla. (ABP)-The firing 

or resignation of 77 missionaries in 
a dispute over the Southern Baptist 
Convention's revised doctrinal state­
ment topped the news in Southern 
Baptist life for 2003. 

The top 10 stories among Baptists 
and other religious groups as cho­
sen by the editors of Baptist state 
newspapers are: 

1. Missionaries refuse to sign. The 
Southern Baptist International Mis­
sion Board fired 13 missionaries who 
refused to affirm the SBC's 2000 Bap­
tist Faith and Message statement. 
Another 54 missionaries resigned 

. rather than sign the statement and 
10 more took retirement. 

2. SBC leaving Bap~t World Al­
liance. The Southern Baptist Con­
vention, the largest member and 
contributor to the Baptist World 
Alliance, will withdraw its member­
ship and money from the worldwide 
fellowship of 43 million Baptists if 
a study committee's Dec. 19 recom­
mendation is approved. Southern 
Baptist leaders complain the BWA is 

not conservative enough. BWA lead­
er Denton Lotz says the SBC action is 
"a sin against love" that will split the 
worldwide Baptist family. 

3. Jibla Baptist ~Ospital attacked 
An Islamic terrorist at~acked Jibla 
Baptist Hospital in the Middle East 
country of Yemen Dec. 30, 2002, kill­
ing administrator William Koehn, 
physician Martha Myers and pur­
chaser Kathy Gariety-all three mis­
sion workers with the International 
Mission Board. It was the worst 
tragedy in the 156-year history of 
the 1MB. 

4. Mission boards cut staff. The 
1MB eliminated 61 home office jobs 
June 10, displacing 37 employees, 
in an attempt to address a financial 
shortfall of more than $10 million. 
The Southern Baptist North Ameri­
can Mission Board eliminated 31 
positions and cut seven current em­
ployees Oct. 8 in an attempt to carve 
$11 millibp out of its budget. 

s. Ten commandments judge 
removed. Roy Moore, Alabama's 
chief justice, defied a federal judge's 

order to remove a 5,280 pound 
granite monument to the Ten Com-

• mandments that he had placed in 
the building that houses the state 
Supreme Court. On Nov. 13, the Ala­
bama Court of the Judiciary voted 
unanimously to remove Moore from 
office for violating judicial ethics by 
defying a higher court's order. 

6. Hemphill resigns, Patterson 
elected at Southwestern Seminary. 
Ken Hemphill, 54, announced in 
April he would take early retirement 
as president of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas, to become national strategist 
for the SBC's Empowering Kingdom 
Growth emphasis. In June, Paige Pat­
terson, president of Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Wake Forest. N.C:, returned to his 
native Texas to succeed Hemphill as 
Southwestern president. 

7. Episcopal Church divided over 
gay bishop. The August decision to 
appoint a homosexual bishop of 
New Hampshire threatened to split 
both the Episcopal Church U.SA. 

and the international Anglican 
Communion. 

8. Baptists respond to war in Iraq, 
Afghanistan. The U.S. invasion of 
Iraq, and lingering war in Afghani­
stan, prompted both support and 
concern among Southern Baptists 
and other denominations. Mean­
while, Southern Baptists prepared 
to enter post-war Iraq with relief 
supplies. 

9. State Baptist conventions cut 
staff. The economic recession hits 
churches and, in turn, the minis­
tries they support, prompting sev­
eral state conventions to respond 
with layoffs and budget cuts. The 
Kentucky Baptist Convention elimi­
nated two support staff positions 
due to budget cuts and a broader 
staff reorganization prompted by a 
five-year mission study plan. 

10. • Christian-Islam relations. 
President Bush insists the war on 
terrorism is not a war on Islam. 
However, interfaith relations be­
tween Christians and Muslims are 
strained at home and abroad. 
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If we build it ■■■ Court nixes posting 
Commandments 
in three counties 

Owensboro-area 
church revitalized 
after nearly being 
wiped off map 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

Maceo- Thelma Duncan can't 
talk about the resurgence of Daw­
son Memorial Baptist Church with­
out recalling how bleak the future 
looked after a March 1997 flood 
destroyed the sanctuary. 

With only $15,000 of insurance 
coverage and $10,000 in savings, 
many doubted the historic congre­
gation could raise the estimated 
$100,000 needed to rebuild. 

"We were sad and crying," said 
Mrs. Duncan, her voice trembling 
with emotion. "Our church was go­
ing to be destroyed, and we didn't 
know what we were going to do." 

But thanks to a boost from 
Campers on Mission, a group of 
Kentucky Baptist volunteers who 
work on construction projects, 
today the rural Daviess County 
church is thriving. 

In December 1997, the church 
moved into its new sanctuary, 
which cost just $48,000 thanks to 
the volunteer labor. 

After increased attendance at 
the new building, volunteers re­
turned this summer to help erect 
a 30-by-30-foot addition. Dedicated 
in mid-September, it serves as a 
fellowship hall and educational 
space. 

Since the flood, worship atten­
dance has more than tripled, with 
eight people baptized on a recent 
Sunday. New children's Sunday 
school classes have formed, and 
the c·hurch has paid all construc­
tion costs for both buildings. 

Elderly members who form 
the backbone of the church look 
forward to Dawson Memorial con­
tinuing after they are gone. 

"The Lord was determined 
we were going to have a church 
there," said Moreland Duncan, a 
member for more than 50 years 
and treasurer for the past 30. "He 
wasn't ready for us to give up. 
It's a miracle the way things have 
worked." 

Located 12 miles northeast of 
Owensboro, Dawson Memorial 
was founded around 1840. Origi­
nally known as a "union" church 
because it included members 
from four denominations, others 
dropped away until only Baptists 
were left. 

Membership peaked at 90 in 
1929 before slowly dwindling. 
Only 17 members were on hand 
for the June 1997 rebuilding vote, 
but Sunday attendance has since 
rebounded to an average of 65, ac­
cording to Pastor Steve Boyd. 

The bivocational pastor, who 
teaches fourth grade at Hardins0 

burg Elementary School, praised 
Campers on Mission for its key role 
in Dawson's survival. 
• He also credited the Kentucky 

Baptist Convention, which held a 
three-day retreat that spring for 
pastors and spouses of churches 

'-'•"-' t\,.l. !..JJ. :' J.. ,t._,j,•jl~ A • •~ j; •• ,, I 

Cincinnati (RNS)­
Three counties in 
Kentucky should 
not post the Ten 
Commandments in 
public buildings, 
even if they are 
accompanied by other 
historical documents, 
an appellate court 
ruled last month. 

Officials in 
McCreary and Pulaski 
counties hung 
framed copies of the 
biblical laws in their 
courthouses and later 
added documents such 
as the Declaration of 
Independence and 
the Magna Carta after 
the displays were 
challenged. Harlan • 
County had similar 
postings in its schools, 
Associated Press 
reported. 

A panel of the 6th 
U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals, in a 

ADDING ON Campers on Mission and members of Dawson Memorial Baptist Church worked this summer to build a 30-by-30-foot 
addition to the church's building. The space, which serves as a fellowship hall and educational space, is indicative of the church's 
growth since nearly losing everything in the flood of 1997. 

2-1 ruling, upheld a 
district judge's 2001 
preliminary order to 
remove the displays 
until a lawsuit 
challenging their 
constitutionality was 
resolved. 

damaged by flooding; and the 
Western Recorder for publicizing 
their plight. 

The resulting aid helped the 
church recover from the demoral­
izing impact of the '97 flood, Boyd 
said. 

A variety of churches and indi­
viduals across the state and nation 
donated about $25,000 toward the 
rebuilding, while Campers on Mis­
sion represented a tangible answer 
to prayer. 

"I just can't say enough about 
(them)," Boyd said. "I hadn't heard 
about them until I went to that 
retreat. We didn't have money 
and weren't able to get permits, 
but Campers on Mission lit up the 
world, because there was hope in 
one area." 

"Our miracle church" 
David Fuquay, a member of 

Hawes Street Baptist Church in 
Owensboro who worked on both 
projects, calls Dawson Memorial 
"our miracle church." 

Fuquay, project ' manager for 
Kentucky Campers on Mission, 
said that almost every day of the 
1997 construction saw unusual 
events. 

The most remarkable involved 
placing the last•six trusses on the 
building, which had to be placed 
on an eight-foot-high foundation 
to raise it out of the flood plain. 

Because the crane used to get 
the first 25 up was no longer avail­
able, five men struggled to get the 
trusses in place. 

As they were about to give up, 
a white pick-up truck with four 
men passed by. The driver stopped, 
turned around and came back. 
Thanks to the additional help, they 
finished the job. 

• "Afterwards I asked who around 
~. .. • ,J' ~ 

there had a white truck and we 
couldn't find the owner," Fuquay 
said. "We decided that God had 
intervened and sent those men. lfl 
hadn't been there, I don't know ifl 
would have believed that story.''. 

Kentucky Campers on Mission is 
one of about 300 chapters nation­
wide. While construction is their 
leading _ endeavor, volunteers also 
work with disaster relief, vacation 
Bible schools and a variety of other 
ministries. 

In 2002, all Campers on Mission 
volunteers donated about 315,000 
hours of labor on 2,000 projects, 
according to Judy Dew of the vol­
unteer mobilization department 
of the Southern Baptist North 
American Mission Board. They also 
recorded 508 professions of faith 
in Christ as Savior. 

But Boyd said the spark the 
volunteers helped light is only the 
beginning. 

The main message 
Having an appealing building 

helps, he said, but a primary rea­
son for increased attendance stems 
from strong Bible teaching, fellow­
ship and prayer ministry. 

After the flood, the church 
started a Wednesday night Bible 

• study program. It also purchased 
pew Bibles so everyone could fol­
low the teaching sessions. 

If school duties prevent him 
from making the 40-mile drive 
to the church, various lay leaders 
take over, Boyd said. 

To promote fellowship, the 
church has potluck dinners on 
Wednesdays and a potluck break­
fast before Sunday school. 

"I visit a good bit, and our mem­
bers keep in contact with people," 
the pastor said. "Since I became 
pastor, we _?~l}'. have one_ res~de~t 

member that hasn't attended. I 
don't think many churches can say 
that. We pray for each other and 
care about each other." 

For example, after one woman 
lost her job, other members helped 
pay her bills and prayed until she 
found another position, Boyd said. 

When members are sick, they 
receive hospital visits and help 
with house chores and meals, he 
added. 

Still, whenever members talk 
about caring attitudes, they will 
always remember Campers on 
Mission. 

They have left a tangible sign, 
too, erecting a three-foot-tall 
brick memorial. On it rests the old 
church bell and a plaque thanking 
the group for its efforts. 

"A lot of people talk about 
our world today (being bad), but 
there's still a lot of good people 
left," Thelma Duncan said. "We ap­
preciate their help." 

_..'t lfJi 
G • SVC. ' IMO' 

Judge Eric Clay 
wrote in the majority 
opinion that both 
the courthouse and 
schoolhouse displays 
demonstrated a 
religious purpose by 
conveying a "bald 
assertion" that the 
Ten Commandments 
formed the foundation 
of the American 
tradition oflaws. 

In his dissent, Judge 
James Ryan said: "The 
influence of religion 
upon American law 
and government is 
a fact of American 
history and politics 
that has been widely 
recognized by scholars, 
jurists, legislators, 
presidents and, not 
least, the founders 
themselves." 

SIGN OF THE TIMES Campers on Mission and members give an 
indication of future direction during the building project this past 
summer. 
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'Long live BWA' 
In my ministry of more than 50 

years, I have supported the Baptist 
World Alliance-and still do. 

The book, "The Life of Baptists 
in the Life of the World," edited by 
Walter Shurden and published by 
Broadman Press, contains the great 
sermons delivered at Baptist World 

chadnezzar responded by extolling 
Daniel's God (2:46-49). While he 
called Him "Daniel's God," he rec­
ognized His sovereignty. 

When the three friends came 
out of the fiery furnace, Nebuchad­
nezzar went a step further, :with "a 
decree that any people,· nation or 
language which speaks anything . 
amiss against the God of Shadrach,. 

The large single adult popula­
tion is made up of the never mar­
ried, widows, widowers and those 
who have experienced divorce. 
They represent a significant per­
centage of the adult population. 
Their needs, experiences and con­
tributions reflect these individual 
backgrounds. 

Congresses starting in 
London in 1905 and go­
ing through 1980. Some 
of those great Southern 
Baptists who delivered 
sermons include: A.T. 
Robertson, E.Y. Mullins, 
George W. Truett, C. 
Oscar Johnson, Theo­
dore F. Adams and Billy 
Graham. -

Meshach and Abednego 
shall be cut in pieces, 
and their houses shall 
be made an ash heap, be­
cause there is no other 
God Who can deliver 
like this." 

On God's timetable, 
Nebuchadnezzar was 
driven from his pleasure 
palaces to wander with 

Single adults contribute much 
to local churches and Kingdom 
growth. Every person I have dis­
cussed this ministry with has seen 
the need and potential in such 
a ministry. It is my prayer that 
programs and opportunities are 
maintained commensurate to such 
potential on a Baptist state level to 
such fields. 

While as a widowed single, I 
gained needed encouragement and 
a vision from the singles' confer­
ence and leadership training that 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention 
offered on an annual basis. I am 
concerned that this area of minis­
try does not have a priority in the 
future. 

I, as a Southern Baptist, will 
never turn my back on the Baptist 
World Alliance nor on the great 
leaders and supporters of it listed 
above. 

Long live the Baptist World Al­
liance! 

Louis W Shepherd 
Russell Springs 

Pray for Saddam 
1 Timothy 2:1-2 instructs us to 

pray "for kings, and for all who are 
in authority." Surely that includes 
President Bush and our military 
chain of command. But does it not 
also include Saddam Hussein? 

How many times, do you sup­
pose, had Daniel prayed for King 
Nebuchadnezzar? We know that 
Daniel prayed openly three times a 
day (Daniel 6:10). As a young man, 
he "purposed in his heart that he 
would not defile himself," and 
God gave him and his friends favor 
before the king. Is it not likely that 
they prayed that God would touch 
Nebuchadnezzar's heart? 

When the king had his famous 
dream, and Daniel gave the pro­
phetic interpretation, he and his 
friends prayed (Daniel 2:17-23). Is • 
it not likely that they asked God 
to soften the tyrant's heart? Nebu-

the beasts of the field and live a 
humble life. Is it not likely that God 
used this means to bring down the 
proud tyrant? And what happened? 
Surely his last statement, 4:34-37, 
reflects a changed heart. 

If Nicodemus, the ruler in Israel, 
could humble and defile himself to 
bury the body of Jesus; if Saul could 
become Paul; if Daniel Noreiga of 
Panama could make a profession of 
faith after his arrest and imprison­
ment, let's pray for the conversion 
of Saddam Hussein, who has called 
himself a "descendent ofNebuchad­
nezzar." 

R. Charles Blair 
Clinton 

Support singles 
The single adult ministry is a 

field white unto harvest for every • 
church, association and the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention. 

Wtiatariyou thinking? 

Singles are important to God 
and to reach them and minister to 
their needs is a fulfillment of the 
Great Commission. I challenge Ken­
tucky Baptist leadership to develop 
and maintain such ministry in the 
local churches, associations and at 
a state level. I challenge churches, 
associations and state conventions 
to encourage annual events like 
Sunday services devoted to the 
needs and ministry of singles. 

Please join with me to raise 
awareness and stewardship in this 
area. Where there is no vision, 
singles will perish. 

David Fletcher 
Mayfield 

J~~ W'Jtsterp ~ecqrder 9onsiders • l~!tBrs on any subj~c{for ~µ~U~tioh, 
·provl9ed they don't make a per$onaJ attack. Ttte maximum length for 
.• ~. lett~Os~OO WOfdS. Q~ptist ~OfUO!t,iS nr.n~tect,tq,Western R~£Ofde.c. 
subscribers, uole$s some~.me 1s respondrng"'to astory or e~ttor1al of 
wnictrthey are the subject, Submit bymii~.J3ox.~3999,Loyisvilfe, 1<Y 
·40253}f~t{502) 244"6474; ore~mail, wtsrec@iarthfi6k.net 

Opportunities in the new year County. The group brought two 
24-foot Ryder trucks full of food, 

munity of faith. The congregation clothing and toys along with a cara­
has ~o morning worship services van ofll cars containing 45 people. 
and the church has retired the debt Many physical and spiritual needs 
on a beautiful educational build- were met. 

The new year offers many op­
portunities for Kentucky Baptists to 
connect in new ways to God, each 
other and the mission that God has 
for us. 

The primary goal of 
every believer is to con­
nect intimately to God 
through Jesus Christ, · 
empowered by the Holy 
Spirit. Closely related is 
the necessity for believers 
to have a vital relationship 
to one another in the body 
of Christ. These relation­

ing completed in the last God is at work in so many plac­
few years. The church has es-not only in Kentucky. I have just 
a large number of youth read an incredible article from The 
and young adults. Boston Globe about the movement 

I also spoke recently at of God among evangelical students 
Mt. Zion Baptist Church at Harvard University and the Mas­
in Monticello where a sachusetts Institute ofTechnology. 
new sanctuary has been The historic Park Street Church 
completed. Des_igned with has a contemporary Sunday night 
circular seating and with service with more than 1,000 
one of the best sound sys- students in attendance and there 

ships grow and mature 
as God's people exercise 
forgiveness and love based on how 
God has forgiven us in Christ when 
we did not deserve it. 

Bill Mackey J terns I have experienced, are now 15 evangelical Christian 
'· .- the sanctuary was beauti- fellowship groups at MIT alone. In 

fully decorated for Christmas. Keith· . fact, there are more evangelical 
McKim, a former Christian school Christians at Harvard than at any 
administrator, is providing mature time since the 17th century! These 
leadership for this congregation. students are conservative, intel­As we enter into this new year, 

it is exciting to see how God is us­
ing strong relationships among His 
people to bring glory to Himself. Let 
me tell about just a few instances: 

Recently, I presented a certifi­
cate to Coral Hill Baptist Church in 
Glasgow during that church's cen­
tennial celebration. God has used 
Pastor Roy Woodie mightily over 
17 years to develop a great com-

God also is at work in great min- ligent and very open in sharing 
istries. I recently heard about how a their faith. 
woman in rural South Carolina had What a great time to worship, 
a dream to feed Kentucky. A rela- learn and join God in witnessing to 
tive in her church shared the -same all people! 
dream so they shared their vfsion 
with the church and community. 

Contact with KBC Mountain 
Missions Director David Aker led 
the group to Haymond in Letcher 

Bill Mackey is executive director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 
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New year offers 
a new start for 
financial goals 
By Doug Strader 

Christmas has begun to fade 
into the past and we have begun 
a new year. This it the time last 
year we promised ourselves that 
we would do better next year. 
Next year is now the present, 
so we need to begin if we have 
not already begun to make the 
changes we promised to make. 
Hopefully you already have kept • 
one promise by being present 

in Bible 
study and 
worship the 
first Sunday 
of the new 
year 

Another 
promise 
that many 
of us made 

to ourselves and to our family 
last year was that we would be 
better stewards of our resourc­
es. How did you do with your 
spending during the Christmas 
season? I hope you were not 
one of the millions who put so 
much stuff on your credit cards • 
that you will not be able to pay 
in full when the bill arrives 
sometime this month. 

The Christmas season has 
become so commercialized that 
Americans are bombarded with 
advertisements seeking to lure 
us into spending more than we 
can afford. Consequently, many 
Americans will be deeper in 
debt than we were this time last 
year. I hope you are not in that 
predicament, but if you are, 
it is not a hopeless situation. 
You can get on top of your debt 
problem with proper spiritual 
preparation and a resolve to 
master your finances . 

Call your church to see if 
they are offering any help to 
people who need to know how 
to handle their money. You also 
can call the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention stewardship office 
at (888) 254-5708 and ask for 
any resources they have to help 
you learn how to manage your 
money. 

Perhaps you need to call a 
family "pow-wow" and discuss 
your financial stewardship situ­
ation. Ask for suggestions from 
each family member about how 
to live within your income and 
how to save money by . being 
more frugal. You also could 
discuss how important it is for 
your family to be faithful to 
God with your money by faith­
fully tithing (giving 10 percent 
of your income) to the Lord 
through His church. 

I want to borrow from Coach 
Jim Valvano's famous words to 
all of us, "Don't give -up, don't 
ever give up." With God's help, 
2004 can be ·a wonderful year 
for you. 
Doug Strader, retired director of 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention's 
stewardship department, is pastor of 
Farmdale Baptist Church in Louisville 
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Physical, mental & spiritual · 
goals enhance balanced life 
Q: With a new year under way, I think I could use more 
balance in my life. What are some realistic goals to help 
achieve balance? 

Most of us would do well to live a more balanced life. 
Jesus accomplished this as a child and as a young adult 
when he "grew in wisdom, and in stature, and in favor 

with God and man" (Luke 2:52). 
SINGLES Psychologists tell us it takes 21 days 

to create a new habit, so think in terms 
of 21 days rather than 365 for now. Remember, you are a 
whole person, and whatever you do in one 
area of your life will impact all the other 
areas of your life. 

Take time to strengthen your physical 
life: 

I Take a walk 40 minutes a day or run 
30 minutes a day. 

I Take an appropriate multi-vitamin. 
1 Eat for nutrition more than simply 

for taste or fullness; include Omega-3 fatty acids. 
1 Get eight to nine hours of sleep daily. 
I Drink plenty of water, especially during the winter. 
Make it a priority to strengthen your mental life: 
I Take time for periods of quiet reflection each day. 
I Decrease clutter in your life, one step at a time. 
I Read widely and deeply; include great literature, espe­

cially the Bible, each day. 
Keep the relational part of your life in perspective: 
1 Invest time in your primary relationships. Make sure 

the time you spend with each of your family members is 
proportionate to how important they are to you in com­
parison to other things you could be doing. 

I Focus on being a "contagious Christian" and having a 
lifestyle of evangelism and discipleship. 

I Develop mentor, companion and mentee relation­
ships . Everyone needs a Paul, a Barnabas and a Timothy. 

In all you do, do it with God, thus strengthening your 
spiritual life: 

I Align your spiritual gifts so they are being used effec­
tively to meet the world's needs. 

I Practice more meditative (slow, thoughtful, prayerful) 
reading of Scripture. 

I Develop a lifestyle of intercessory prayer, remember­
ing that prayer as conversation with God should be at least 
as much about listening as about talking.-James Stillwell 

Q: As a parent, what are some helpful goals I can set to 
help make this year a success for my children? 

I Affinn your children at least once a day. Parents almost au­
tomatically correct children when they mess up. Ask God 
to help you notice and comment on the right and good 
things they do instead of just dwelling on the negative. 

I Use gentle words. Practice Proverbs 15:1 which says, 
"Gentle words turn away anger." Lead your family to 

PARENTING 
understand that sometimes it's not 
what we say that causes problems, 
but how we say it. 

I Eat together as a family at least once a day. Research 
continues to show the importance of families spending 
time together around the table. Children are healthier 
emotionally, and families are happier. 

I Be involved in your child's spiritual growth and develop­
ment. Don't leave their spiritual well-being to others. Pray 
for them each day. Ask God to give you everyday, casual 
opportunities to talk to your children about the spiritual 
dimension of life. Make sure your children get to Sunday 
school and worship on a regular basis, and be on time. 

I Have family devotionals. Get in the habit of spending a 
few minutes each day (or at least on a regular basis) pray­
ing and reading the Bible together. 

I Spend dedicated, undivided time with each of your children. 
Remember that focused attention shows love in ways that 
go far beyond words.-David Garrard 

Family Forum writers are: 
David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist 

Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org. 
Jon Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at 

Campbellsville University. E-mail: jrainbow@campbellsville.edu. 
James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church 

in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex.org. 
Scott Wigginton, director of LifeCare Counseling at Walnut Street 

Baptist Church in Louisville. E-mail: swigginton@sbts.edu. 
Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 
43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net. 
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BWA deserves better than a lump of coal 
It wasn't much of a Christmas present for the 

Baptist World Alliance. lt was, in fact, the denomi­
national equivalent of a lump of coal. 

On the Friday afternoon before Christmas, a 
group of prominent Southern Baptist Convention 
leaders released a report proposing that the SBC 
withdraw from and defund the global Baptist orga­
nization effective Oct. 1. 

The SBC, one of the BWA's founding members 
in 1905, also has been its largest financial 
contributor over the decades. But Southern 
Baptist leaders have grown frustrated in 
recent years that they can't control BWA's 
global agenda and priorities. 

With 110 BWA member bodies represent­
ing more than 4 7 million baptized believers 
worldwide, SBC representatives do not liold 
sway over the vote of the majority. That was 
particularly obvious when the BWA Gen­
eral Council voted 75-28 last summer to 
accept the moderate Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship into full membership. 

While the SBC study committee report 
does not specifically reference the CBF vote, it ex­
presses general concern that "the promine~ce of a 
number of European and North American conven­
tions has resulted in an increasing influence of posi­
tions contrary to the New Testament and to Baptist 
doctrines." 

There is no question, however, that the CBF 
membership vote was a primary motivator in the 
committee's findings. 

Immediately after the General Council's vote 
in July, Paul Pressler told the council, "If you want 
them and their theology, that's your decision, but it 
is not our decision to accept them." 

Former SBC president Paige Patterson told me in 
an interview after the vote, "The BWA has a right to 
accept as a member whomever it wishes. I affirm 
their right to do so. But I also say as the leftward 
drift goes on, Southern Baptists are going to find the 
compromise involved to be too much." 

Pressler and Patterson, the architects of the SBC's 
conservative shift since 1979, both serve on the 
study committee that has recommended eliminat­
ing the SBC's $300,000 annual contribution to BWA. 
The yearly allocation previously was $425,000, but 
last year SBC messengers approved convention lead­
ers' proposal to cut an initial $125,000. 

Other prominent committee inembers include 
former SBC presidents Morris Chapman, president 
of the SBC Executive Committee; James Draper, 
president of LlfeWay Christian Resources; and Tom 
Elliff, pastor of First Southern Baptist Church, Del 
City, Okla.; as well as Jerry Rankin, president of the 
SBC's International Mission Board. 

Report's outcome predetennlned? 
The overall tone and content of the report-as well 

as Pressler and Patterson's earlier comments-sug­
gest that committee members had a predetermined 
outcome in mind and then sought out examples to 
justify their conclusions. Their anecdotes, however, 
fall woefully short of making a compelling case for 
abandoning 98-plus years of working in cooperation 
with Baptist World Alliance for the benefit of fellow 
Baptists in such diverse settings as Bangladesh, Cam­
bodia, Haiti, Romania and Tanzania. 

The first example cited in the report claims a Ger­
man Baptist theologian told BWA participants sev­
eral years ago, "I am not even sure that there is any 
such thing as the Great Commission, but if there is I 
am confident that Jesus never said it." 

Erich Geldbach, the theologian in question, vehe­
mently denies making such a statement. In a Dec. 29 
letter to Chapman, Geldbach wrote, "What is being 
represented as a direct quote is neither my language, 
not could I identify with such a statement, which I 
would dismiss as theological trash. 

"All of your allegations are totally unsubstanti­
ated," Geldbach added. "Your committee is therefore 
guilty of trespassing at least two commandments: 

'Thou shalt not beat false witness against thy neigh­
bor' (Exodus 20:16) and 'Lie not one to another' (Co­
lossians 3:9)." Strong language-but certainly under­
standable in light of the committee's accusation. 

The report's second anecdote is equally question­
able. It states that a Southern Baptist pastor was 
"rudely treated by a significant number of BWA 
participants" when he "sought clarification with_ ref­
erence to the absence of a clear doctrinal statement 

advocating the exclusivity of Jesus Christ as 
the only way of salvation." 

As a member of the BWA communica­
tions committee, I was present at that 
meeting last year in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
and saw the exchange quite differently. The 
pastor, J.D. Greear, as well as Pressler and 
other SBC representatives were the ones 
who came across as brusque and accusa­
tory as they gathered ammunition to make 
their case for leaving the BWA. 

While BWA representatives from around 
the world privately expressed concerns 
about the SBC leaders' tactics, none of 

them treated the Southern Baptist representatives 
rudely during the conference dialogue. In fact, BWA 
leaders went out of their way to respond to the ques­
tions posed by Greear, Pressler and others. 

Addressing the issue of Christ as the only way of 
salvation, BWA General Secretary Denton Lotz told 
Greear, "I would be ashamed as a Baptist ifl did not 
affirm that Jesus Christ is the only way to salvation." 
He added that one of the priorities of BWA gather­
ings around the world is to "proclaim why Baptists 
need to be involved in evangelism." 

Winning the lost is BWA's "bottom line" 
Tony Cupit, BWA's director of evangelism and 

education, emphasized that BWA leaders "are un­
equivocal about the need to win the lost to Jesus 
Christ. That's the bottom line." 

Even if SBC leaders could find isolated examples 
of individual BWA members expressing views differ­
ent from their own, that is no reason to adopt an 
''I'll take my marbles and go home" attitude. The far 
better approach is to examine what BWA has stood 
for since 1905 and continues to proclaim today. 

United around the declaration of Ephesians 4:5, 
"One Lord, one faith, one baptism," the stated pur­
pose of the BWA is to "empower and enable national 
Baptist leaders to effectively witness and minister 
in the name of Jesus Christ and to represent and 
support Baptists throughout the world in defense 
of human rights and religious freedom." It would 
be a shame for Southern Baptists to fail to remain 
actively involved in those worthy efforts alongside 
Baptist brothers and sisters worldwide. 

With Chapman, Draper, SBC Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission President Richard Land and 
other SBC leaders holding key leadership positions 
in BWA life, Southern Baptists have the opportunity 
to continue to work within the system to help the 
BWA grow into the most effective global Baptist fel­
lowship possible for the 21st century. 

While a few SBC leaders continue to push for 
seceding from BWA, many Kentucky Baptists have 
taken a different view. During the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention annual meeting in November, messen­
gers voted to contribute $730 from year-end funds-a 
total of $2 a day-to the BWA's ongoing ministry ef­
forts this year. 

While $730 obviously is more symbol than 
substance, it is a starting point that suggests KBC 
messengers desire to see BWA's global impact con­
tinue. Regardless of the SBC's actions in the coming 
months, Kentucky Baptists can become leaders in 
supporting BWA's commitment to faithfully share 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

For information about how your church or as­
sociation can support the work of Baptist World 
Alliance, log onto www.bwanet.org. Together, we 
can continue to proclaim "one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism" to a world in need. 
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U.S. ·report lists countries 
that limit religious.freedom 
By Adelle Banks 
Religion News Service 

Washington (RNS)- The U.S. State Department issued its 
fifth ·annual report on international religious freedom 
last month, rebuking China and North Korea among au­
thoritarian regimes and countries such as Saudi Arabia 
and Sudan that are hostile toward minority religions. 

"Though international law supports it and though 
millions of religious believers around the world desire it, 
religious freedom all too often remains fragile, neglected 
and violated," said John Hanford, ambassador at large for 
international religious freedom, at a news briefing. 

"Many religious believers find themselves forced to 
worship secretly instead of confidently, or to hold their 
sacred beliefs in fear and under threat rather than peace 
and security;'' . 

Six countries were cited for "totalitarian and authori­
tarian attempts to control religious belief or practice": 
Burma, China, Cuba, Laos, North Korea and Vietnam. 

"Genuine religious freedom does not exist" in North 
Korea, the report said. "Reports of executions, torture and 
imprisonment of religious persons in the country contin­
ued to emerge." 

The other five countries were cited for restricting reli­
gious practice, monitoring religious activities or harass­
ing believers. 

Local authorities in some areas of China are involved in 
"a selective crackdown of unregistered churches, temples 
and mosques," it noted. 

In the area of state hostility toward minority religions, 
the report mentioned Iran, Iraq, Pakistan. Saudi Arabia, 
Sudan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 

The report described Saudi Arabia as a place where 
religious freedom is nonexistent: "The government con­
tinued to enforce a strictly conservative version of Sunni 
Islam and suppress the public practice of other interpreta­
tions oflslam and non-Muslim religions." 

Non-Muslims "second-class citizens" 
Sudan relegates non-Muslims "to de facto second-class 

citizenship," it said. 
The U.S. Commission on · International Religious 

Freedom, an independent federal agency, said these find­
ings show why the State Department should designate 
Saudi Arabia, Turkmenistan and Vietnam as "countries 
of particular concern" that have "systematic, ongoing and 
egregious" religious freedom violations. Burma, China, 
Iran, Iraq, North Korea and Sudan currently have that 
designation. 

Other categories of religious freedom abuses included 
in the annual report are those where the state neglected 
problems related to discrimination or persecution of 
minority religions; where discriminatory laws or govern­
mental policies put certain religions at a disadvantage; 
and where certain minority religions are wrongfully as­
sociated with dangerous "cults" or "sects." 

Hanford cited the small African country ofEritrea as an 
example of a state with discriminatory legislation, where 
more than 300 Pentecostal and evangelical Christians 
in that country currently are imprisoned because their 
churches have not been sanctioned by the government. 

The report's executive summary also cited a "disturb­
ing increase" in anti-Semitism in Europe. 

"European governments, we feel, are beginning to take 
this problem seriously-not that they weren't before, but I 
think with renewed emphasis," said Hanford. 

He said the department is also concerned about anti­
semitism in Turkey, where two synagogues were bombed 
in mid-November. 

Kazakhstan, which recently started an interfaith 
dialogue, was cited for "significant improvement" on re­
ligious freedom. 

Laos, which was ·also criticized for overall restrictions 
of religious practice, was commended for decreasing the 
number of arrests of religious leaders. and allowing some 
long-closed churches to reopen. 

Asked at the briefing about France's proposed prohibi­
tion of Muslim head scarves in public schools, Hanford 
said it is a matter of concern. • 

"This fits with an approach we've taken with a number 
of countries that restrict head scarves, where WI;! have felt 
that where people are wearing these with no provocation, 
simply as a manifestation of their own heartfelt beliefs, 
that we don't see -where this causes division among 
peoples," he said. 
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Russian Bapti_sts seek studen~ sponsors 
By Marv Knox . 
Texas Baptist Standard 

Abilene, Texas (ABP)-With a min­
istry field spanning 11 time zones, 
the task facing Alexander Kozynko 
and his Russian Baptist seminary is 
enormous. 

So Kozynko is looking for help 
from Baptist brethren in the United 
States. 

Russia is home to 147 million 
people but only 1,400 Baptist 
churches. That's a ratio of only 
one Baptist congregation for every 
105,000 people. 

The tiny Moscow Theological . 
Seminary of Evangelical Chris­
tians-Baptists has produced only 72 
graduates in its 10-year history, but 
that number is expected to increase 
rapidly. 

The school's location 
limited enrollment for 
most of its first decade, the 
president said. Housed in 
the Russian Baptist head­
quarters building, the sem­
inary couldn't accept more 
than 25 students, limiting 
the number of graduates. Kozynko 

Many Kentucky Baptists 
already are familiar with the work 
of the seminary, as the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention was in a part­
nership with Russian Baptists from 
1993 to 1998. 

Now a newly renovated build­
ing provides room for about 200 
students, enabling the seminary to 
increase enrollment and produce 
many more pastors and teachers 
who will spread the gospel across 
Russia and Eastern Europe. 

"Our goal is to train many more 
students for the ministry, not only 
for the Russian Baptist churches," 
Kozynko explained. "We train many 
ministers from Belarus, Ukraine, 
Moldova, Azerbaijan, Armenia and 
some from Kazakhstan." 

Creation of the school fulfilled 
an 88-year dream for Russian 
Baptists. "The first prayer for this 

school was said in 1905, at the 
first Baptist World Alliance meet­

ing in London," Kozynko 
reported. 

Th~ first seminary class 
in 1993 consisted of17 stu­
dents. Now enrollment has 
grown to 57 students, and 
29 of them will graduate 
next spring. 

"For Eastern Europe, 
our seminary is pretty 
important. Some of the 

smaller (Baptist) uni9ns don't have 
a seminary." 

The biggest obstacle for most 
students is the cost-$3,000 a year 
per student for tuition, books, 
room and board. That figure is 
beyond the grasp of many Russian 
and Eastern European ministers 
and the churches that want to help 
them get an education, Kozynko 
reported. 

That's why Kozynko recently 
visited the United States, seek­
ing churches that will commit to 
"adopt a student for three or five 
years and also support them as they 
begin ministry," he explained. 

Kozynko's proposition-adopt a 
Moscow Seminary student and help 
launch a lifetime ministry-pro­
vides churches with a chance to 
impact Russia and Eastern Europe 

~ 

>tb-

with the gospel, said Ronnie Pre­
vost of Abilene, Texas, a member 
of the Moscow Seminary board of 
trustees. 

"It's going to prove to be the 
mother seminary of Baptist work 
for the foreseeable and long-range 
future of Russia," said Prevost, 
professor of church ministry at 
Logsdon School of Theology at Har­
din-Simmons University in Abilene, 
Texas. 

The impact of that reality is 
more far-ranging than Baptists 
familiar with U.S; schools might 
imagine, he added. "Not only is the 
seminary producing ministers-pas­
tors and youth ministers-for the 
churches, but graduates are going 
out and starting Bible schools, Bible 
colleges and seminaries in their 
home regions." 

When the young ministers land 
in their fields of service, they find 
unimaginable need but also incred­
ible openness, Kozynko said. "In this 
way, we can affect society in a posi­
tive way," he said. "Drug use and 
alcohol are destroying our society .... 
They are empty in their souls. 

"But the Slavic people-Russians 
as well as Ukraines and others-are 
open to the good news. ... Many 
people are after the truth in their 
lives." 

Small Churches Struggle to Gro_, 
·1 Deacon Chairpersons • Sunday School Directors • Pastors • Spous'f}s 

,~ January 12 
• Am:bdr#afili,tt Church, Erlanger 

ijiff<.flob/4{QS (EJ~~) 727-6522 

@Yt J1nyary 13 
lJjt~hurch, Lexington 

,. 'illg;s (!Jp9) ~p4-77 4 7 

·~r 26 
11urch, 

Tuesday, January 27 
Eubank Baptist Church, Eubank 

Malcolm Cheek (606) 678-4465 

Monday, February 9 
Berean Baptist Church, Bizabelhtown 

John Walker (270) 765-4023 

Tuesday, February 10 
Wal1ffl Baptist~, Bowling Green 

Jerry Oakley (270) 842-4160 

Monday, February 16 
Rosebower Baptist Church, Pam 

Jim Bryant (800) 995-0133 

Tuesday, February 17 
Second Baptist Church, Madison 

Bob Morrison (270) 821-640, 

S~hedu~e: 6:00 p.m. Dinntr 
7.00 - 9.00 p.m. Conference 

There is no charge to attend, but resef$fions; 
for meals are required five days in advance. -3335 {?KBC Church Development and Eva. ng·e· , 

{502) 254-4730 or Toll Free (888) 2: 
www.kybaptist.org~) 

KElt1VCICY IIAl'T1BT CON'IEJITION 
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'Tis the season 
New year offers chance to 
get financial house in order 

This is the season my wife and 
I engage ourselves in financial, es­
tate and charitable gift planning. 
We can't do anything about the 
past, but we can do something 
about the future . 

With careful and prayerful 
planning we can make 
more responsible spiritu­
ally based and financially 
based decisions. We can 
measure the progress 
on our intermediate and 
long-term goals, and we 
can set some new short­
term goals. 

During this season, 
we look at how we spent 
our discretionary in­
come last year and plan 
this year's expenditures. 
At the top of the list of 
consideration is our charitable 
giving plan for the new year. We 
measure the progress on attain­
ing our net worth benchmark. 
We still strive to live beneath our 
means in order to have resources 
for the future. I spend some time 
researching what the analysts are 
saying about the stocks we own 
so we can decide whether to sell, 
to buy, to hold or to give some of 
them. We do buy stocks in antici­
pation of giving them in future 

years for charitable- purposes. We 
stay diversified in our savings and 
investments so we do not have all 
of our eggs in one basket. 

This is also. the season we give 
our estate plans a check-up. We 
review all of our documents to 
refresh our memories of the plans 
we have in place and to decide 
whether or not any changes need 

to be made due to chang­
ing circumstances in our 
lives. This year we decid­
ed we needed to change 
our power of attorney 
documents due to the 
new HIPAA law. We also 
revisit the beneficiary 
designations of our life 
insurance policies and 
our retirement accounts. 

Another area of re­
view is our records. We 

'1 shred files that have out-
lived their usefulness, 

create new files and update the 
inventory of the contents of our 
safe deposit box at the bank. 

'Tis the season for planning. 
To the extent we can assist you, 
please give us that privilege. There 
is no cost for our private consulta­
tion or church seminars.-
Barry Allen is president of the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 
10605 Shelbyville Road, Louisville, 
KY 40223; (888) 254-5701; 
www.kybaptistfoundation.org 

It is a calling. 
It is a mission. 

Is it for you? 
Bring the mission field into your home. 

Foster parenting is a calling by God to care for His 
most vulnerable children. 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children is looking for 
more "in-home missionaries" to feed, clothe and 
shelter abused and abandoned children. Hundreds of 
children are waiting for families willing to care for 
them physically, emotionally arrd spiritually. 

Call us to find out how you can become a missionary 
without leaving home. Help us change the world one 
young life at a time. KBHC's Family Foster Care 
Program serves the entire state: 

Metro Region Foster Care: 1-877-352-5418 

(including Louisville, Lexington & Northern Kentucky) 

South Central Foster Care: 1-800-952-3724 

Southern Region Foster Care: 1-606-677-1008 

Eastern Region Foster Care: 1-800-752-5063 
Western Region Foster Care: 1-877-992-5242 

Life-changing Ministries for Children & Families 

At WWW. \'X'ESTERNRECORDER. com: 
Poll Question: How will your church most 

likely find its next pastor? 

SMILE 
Kudzu 

OH, PREACHER, :t 
WAS 50 NERVOU~ 
GCl-lE.t>\.lUNG AN 
APPOINT ME.NT 
wrn-1 YOU! I'M 

SUCH A BIG ~AN 
Oi= YOURS! 

For Heaven's Sake 
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WELL, BLc:SS \-OUR 
HEARiL 8UTWE'RE. 
NOT I-IEl2:.€ i"O, AL¥. 
ABOI-IT Me:;·-WHAT 
WAS i'\.-\Ai' ,PROBLSM 
YOU WAl'-liE.C> i'O 
""f"Al.k J>..'aOU-r? .. : 

Doug Marlette 

Mike Morgan 

WHY IS J"OHN THE 
BAPTIST MENTION 
so 

BECAUSE HE WAS 
A PRECURSOR 

TO Jl:'.SUS 

Bible Crosswords 
Across 
1 "Away with such a fellow from the 

earth, for it is not_ that he 
should live" (Acts 22:22) 

4 "The joy of thy _" 
(Matthew 25:21) 

7 "Do thyself no _ .. (Acts 16:28) 
9 "A feast of wines on the " 

(Isaiah 25:6) 
11 "Believe also in 

(John 14:1) 
12 "And sow wickedness, _ the 

same" (Job 4:8) 
13 "Called to be _ apostle" 

(1 Corinthians 1 :1) 
14 A son of Benjamin 

(Genesis 46:21) 
17 "Seeing he giveth to all _ .. 

(Acts 17:25) 
18 "Chains had been plucked 

asunder by him, and the fetters 
broken in pieces: neither could 
any man _ him" (Mark 5:4) 

19 "His life a_ for many" 
(Matthew 20:28) 

22 "Hath the _ of the Lord been 
revealed?" (John 12:38) 

25 "Because Judas had the _ , 
that Jesus had said unto him" 
(John 13:29) 

26 "_ , and do thou likewise" 
(Luke 10:37) 

27 "Wash his feet with 
(Luke 7:38) 

28 "And stamp with thy foot, 
and say, _ for all the evil 
abominations of the house of 
Israel!" (Ezekiel 6: 11) 

29 "That where I am, there ye may 
_ .. (John 14:3) 

30 "Let him _ the death" 
(Matthew 15:4) 

32 "Whose shoes I am not worthy 
to _ .. (Matthew 3:11) 

34 "Be ye not as the horse, _ as 
the mule" (Psalm 32:9) 

Last week's solution 

© 1999 Barbour Publishing 

35 "Do ye not therefore __ , 
because ye know not the 
scriptures?" (Mark 12:24) 

36 "I _ in Sion a chief corner 
stone" (1 Peter 2:6) 

38 Blew trumpet before ark of God 
(1 Chronicles 15:24) 

40 Preposition 
41 Forefather of Jesus, El-mo-dam 

was the son of him (Luke 3:28) 
42 "Simon _ -Jona" 

(Matthew 16:17) • 
43 11th letter of Hebrew alphabet 

Down 
1 "His eyes were a~ a_ of fire" 

(Revelation 19:12) 
2 Same as, or that is, Lat. abbr. 
3 "Thou shalt not _ the Lord 

thy God" (Matthew 4:7) 
5 "Whose _ have I taken?" 

(1 Samuel 12:3) 
6 "Mighty in _ and word" 

(Luke 24:19) 
7 "_That they should seek the Lord, 

if _ they might feel afterhim" 
(Acts 17:27) 

8 "Is not _ to give" (Mark 10:40) 
10 "Who shall _ us from the 

love of Christ?" (Romans 8:35) 
13 "But having seen them _ off" 

(Hebrews 11 :13) 

Michael J. Landi 

15 "Whose is this _ and 
superscription?'.' 
(Matthew 22:20) 

16 "Honour all _ 
(1 Peter 2:17} 

20 "The pen of the _ is in vain" 
(Jeremiah 8:8) 

21 First Gospel. abbr. 
22 "Believe ye that I am _ to do 

this?" (Matthew 9:28) 
23 "Thou shalt forget thy _ " 

(Job 11:16) 
24 "And being in an _ he prayed 

more earnestly" (Luke 22:44) 
28 "The prince of tlte power of the 
_" (Ephesians 2:2) 

29 "To_ I am ashamed" 
(Luke 16:3) 

30 Gold coin used in Palestine 
(Ezra 2:69 rsv & asv) 

31 "The troops of _ looked, the 
companies of Sheba waited for 
them" (Job 6:19) 

33 Period of time 
34 "Neither by any other _ .. • 

(James 5:12) 
36 "Lot is cast into the 

(Proverbs 16:33) 
37 Greek, abbr. 
38 Hebrew 5th month 
39 "Pass over through _ , the 

coast of Moab" 
(Deuteronomy 2:18) 
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Teens tell pall they use Internet 
mare far faith than pornography 

More churches turn to Web to find pastors . . 

Chapel Hill, N.C. (RNS)-U.S. teens say they are three times 
as likely to use the Internet for religious purposes than for 
pornography, a new study shows. 

The National Study of Youth and Religion found that 
17 percent of teens surveyed use the Internet a few times 
a month or more frequently to link to religious Web sites 
while 5 percent use the Internet to connect to pornograph-
ic sites. . 

Overall, teens used the Internet most for homework. 
with 77 percent saying they used it for this purpose a few 
times a month or more frequently. 

The survey looked at teens ages 13 to 17 with access 
to tlie Internet. Researchers found a connection between 
teens who identified themselves as religious and their use 
of faith-related Web sites. • 

Forty percent of teens who say faith is extremely impor­
tant to them said they visited religious sites a few times 
each month or more often. Another 20 percent who say 
faith is very important to them said they visit such sites at 
the same rate. In comparison, only 4 percent of those who 
say_ faith is not very important to them visited such sites 
with the same frequency. 

Researchers also found that teens who say they have a 
low.interest in religion are fat more likely than their reli­
gious counterparts to· use the Internet to access pornog­
raphy. 

Fourteen percent of those who said faith is not impor­
tant to them at all said they use the Internet to view por­
nographic Web sites a few times a month or more often. 
That compares to 3 percent of teens who say faith is very 
important or extremely important to them. 

Researchers found similar findings when comparing 
frequency of attendance at religious services. 

Three percent. of those who regularly attend services 
report that they view online pornography a few times a 
month or more often. That compares to 8 percent of teens 
who never attend religious services and 7 percent ofthose 
who attend sporadically. 

The :findings were based on 2,600 teens surveyed 
through the National Study of Youth and Religion. The 
four-year research project, which is based at the Universi­
ty of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, is funded by the Lilly 
Endowment. 

104 years ago 

Continued from page 1 
Then the church can request re­

sumes on selected candidates. Next, 
the selected ministers receive au­
tomated e-mails that describe the 
church's profile, including its iden­
tity. If the ministers want to pro­
ceed, they tell the Web site to re­
lease their resumes to the church. 

Speed. "We've gotten to the point 
where church staffing takes longer 
and longer. This shortens the pro­
cess," Travis reported. That factor is 
tied to the availability of informa­
tion, both for the candidates and 
the churches, so they can find each 
other more quickly, Web site opera­
tors said. 

Internet possibilities. The Web of­
fers many options for both church­
es and ministers that previously 
weren't available, Travis noted. 

"The ubiquity of the Internet 
broadens the search across the 
country" for both candidates and 
congregations, he explained. For 
example, classified ads reach only 
the people who read a newspaper, 
but the Web-based search programs 
are available to everyone on the In­
ternet. 

Also, the Internet allows min­
isters to explore options anony­
mously, Travis added. "No one has 
to know" the minister is looking for 
another church. 

Change. "We've seen changes in 
churches and structures the past 
10 years," Rhoades said. "Both staff 
and churches, the way the trend is 
going, don't have brand loyalty. So, 
Nazarene churches are now open 
to hiring outside their denomi­
nation, and Nazarene pastors are 
open to pastoring outside their con­
ference." 

Some things have changed, others 
remained the same since school's start 

dents caught the vision and began to help us. 
They made the work much lighter for us." 

First there was a vision, then a dream. 
Finally, after months of hard work, James An­
derson Burns had his school in the Cumberland 
Mountains. On Jan. 1, 1900, the doors of Oneida 
Baptist Institute opened for the first time. Here 
is how Burns described the event in the "Cru­
cible," written in 1928: "Fires were built in the 
stoves, the bell was rung and the doors were 
thrown open. One hundred boys and 
girls ... crowded in .... As I looked into 
the earnest faces of my people I read 
there a pledge of perpetual loyalty .... I 
read there the infallible prophecy of a 
coming brighter better day. 

"The problem was before us, a fac­
ulty of three .... We had classes ranging 
from the primary to the eighth grade. 
Full-grown men recited ... with little 
children. 

"We charged one dollar a month ... 
but few of our students were able to 
pay it. The tuition fund would scarcely pay the 
coal bill. One boy brought a sheepskin and said, 
'Maybe this will pay my tuition for this month.' 
We cut the sheepskin into pieces and used it for 
erasers. 

"We had before us ... little children who ... 
had been taught to hate each other in their 
cradles. Our task was to-lead them to love each 
other, and ... to teach them as much grammar 
and arithmetic as we could. 

"To this end we had chapel services each 
morning, and a hymn service each noon. We 
kept the love of our Savior and the Golden Rule 
before our students every morning. 

"In a very short time, a few of our older stu-

As we begin our 105th year, things are much 
different and yet not so different from that first 
day. This school was founded in large part to 
help bring an end to the bloody feuds that had 
raged for decades. Today we still must deal with 
bigotry and bias. We struggle to help students 
look beyond petty differences. Just as children 
in Burns' day had been taught to hate, many of 
our students have been taught to hate and dis­

trust those with a skin color different 
from theirs. 

We continue to help those who are 
financially disadvantaged. Every year 
we provide dozens of students with 
full scholarships because they cannot 
afford to pay. During the past three 
years we have seen a tremendous in­
crease in the number of students who 
need scholarships. 

We still have a faculty and staff 
who are willing to work longer, harder 
hours than most, though they receive 

very little monetary compensation. Helping to 
change lives is compensation enough. 

Our dependence upon friends has not 
changed much, either. Caring people always 
have been the financial backbone of our school. 
Without them, we never would have survived 
those early years. That same support will carry 
us through yet another year. To all our friends, 
thanks! 

WF. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida 
school. org; e-mail: president@oneidpschool.org 

Finances. "Hard costs," such as 
salary and moving expenses, and 
"soft costs," such as morale, lost 
time and wasted productivity, are 
incredibly high when a church calls 
a minister who doesn't work out, 
Travis said. 

"It, costs at least $100,000 to 
make a bad hire," he estimated. "So, 
churches are more willing to pay 
the costs" offee-based Web services, 
such as www.ChurchStaffing.com, 
www.LeadNetChurchStaffing.com, 
www.christianplacements.com and 
others. 

While Internet-based services 
can make minister searches more 
efficient, "that does not negate 

' the search responsibility," Travis 
said, noting search committees or 
church staff assigned to conduct 
searches must work thoroughly. 

Most of the Web sites offer re­
sources to aid the search, such as 
compensation studies, sample job 
descriptions and workbooks to 
guide the whole process. 

For churches, these Web sites 
could help prevent a match appar­
ently made in heaven from winding 
up in a very different place. 
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LifeWay has the solution-a 15-passenger 
mini-bus that meets Federal safety standards. 

SERIOUS CONCERNS 
• How much linanclal llablllty 

can your church bear? 
• lnsaraon talu are going up! 
• Legal Advisers are saying, 

"Remove Ille rast row ol seats!" 
• Some stales bave already 

put mandatory replai:ement 
deadlines in acUonl 

• <:heritable Otgjllilations 
aod Child Transporlaliiln 
8ucli.s■s are at Rinl 

ItJfc~)Yay. 
Carpenter Bu• Sale•, Inc. 
Nation'• 11 ChwrcA Bua Deakr 

When I went to Clear Creek 
A mountain boy's poem for 
new Clear Creek students 

In 1981 first-year student 
Gordon Fitch wrote the follow­
ing lines. He graduated in 1985 
and returned to serve as pastor 
of Benedict Baptist Church, Slick 
Rock Fork of Cow Creek in Floyd 
County. He's still the pastor. His 
poem states: 

"I came to Clear Creek 
with • boxes and sacks, 
hoping the professors 
would sharpen my axe. I 
will be here a good long 
while, unless the profes­
sors wear out their files. 
I've learned to make 
sentences, like 'The dog 
chews the bone.' Then I 
cry because I left my poor 
dog at home. 

"I was so mixed up 
the first week I came, my wife 
kept helping me remember my 
name. To run like Jonah was my 
wish, but I never could stand the 
smell of fish. The only doctor I've 
ever known, would give you cough 
syrup and send you home. Here 
there's a doctor for everything, to 
help you speak, spell and sing. 

"They won't let me play in their 
bands because I don't know what 
they are saying when they wave 
their hands. They made motions 
like that way back in the hill, when 
the law was coming to cut up their 

still. I've sung good since I was a 
baby, built up my voice crying for 
gravy. I have to study so hard my 
eyes burn; a fellow just don't have 
time around here to learn. 

"Well, a little humor and a 
lot of truth will make you smile 
and keep your youth. Let me get 
serious, and I can too, I'm proud 
to be a student at Clear Creek 

School. I thank the Lord 
for everyone here. They 
don't have to tell me-I 
know they care. Now we 
students have troubles 
and more than a few, 
but Paul and Silas had 
troubles too. 

"Let's love each 
other in word and deed. 
Listen to our teachers, 
and Brothers take heed. 
This school is of God 
and special to me. Love 

is flowing so warm and free. So 
don't be ashamed if you want to 
cry, but listen to that sweet voice, 
'Fear nor. It is I.'" 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
KY 40977; (606) 337-3196 

) 
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New Hope New York 
Southern Baptists schedule major effort 
this year to share Christ in Big Apple 
By James Dotson 
SBC North American Mission Board NYC at a glance 

New York (BP)-When missionary " 
Jeremiah Lamphier started a prayer 
meeting in lower Manhattan in 
1857, it sparked a spiritual awaken-

1 Eight million people live in the 
five boroughs of New York City, 
and a total of 21 million live 
within the city's 75-mile radius. ing that eventually spread through-

out the world. 
Leaders of Southern Baptists' 

New Hope New York effort-along 
with thousands of prayer warriors 
across the country-are hoping to 
see God move in similar ways during 
the next two years. 

New Hope New York is the latest 
embodiment of the North Ameri­
can Mission Board's Strategic Focus 
Cities initiative, an effort to direct 
Southern Baptist prayer, volunteers 
and other resources toward reach­
ing .the nation's largest cities with 
Christian faith. 

New Hope New York leaders say 
their project offers unprecedented 
opportunities for Baptists to help 
spark renewal in one of the world's 
most influential cities. 

"The significance of New York 
cannot be overstated," said Rich Car­
ney, a Strategic Focus Cities plan­
ning coordinator for NAMB. "If we 
can reach the hearts and minds of 
New Yorkers, we affect the whole 
world. That is what's · so exciting­
and it's also very humbling." 

The emphasis also comes at a 
time when experience in other Stra­
tegic Focus Cities provides a strong 
foundation. Since its launch in 
2000, more tha{l 45,000 people have 
accepted Christ and more than 300 
churches have been started in Chica­
go, Phoenix, Las Vegas, Boston, Seat­
tle, Philadelphia and Miami. 

Future efforts already have been 
announced for Vancouver, British 
Columbia in Canada. 

Dave Howard, city coordinator 
for New Hope New York, said that 

• despite the challenges of reaching 
such a complex and diverse city, 
project leaders have focused on see­
ing where Baptists can make an im-

1 The Metropolitan New York 
Baptist Association includes 214 
churches, with an average size of 
about 65 members. 
1 More than 20 ethnicities are 
represented in the city. The 
Bronx, which is 48 percent 
Hispanic, has no Southern 
Baptist churches. 
1 The most unchurched group in 
New York is white non~Hispanics. 
1 Staten Island is the most 
unchurched borough, with more 
than 147,000 people for each 

" congregation. Manhattan is 
I'' second, with more than 118,000 " 

people per church. 
i. • Source: Prayl'JewYork.corti .. 
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pact-and working in partnership 
with other evangelicals with simi­
lar goals. 

During the past two years, in part­
nership with the 214 churches of the 
Metropolitan New York Baptist Asso­
ciation, New Hope New York leaders 
have developed a five-pronged strate­
gy consisting of: 

Prayer. The PrayNewYork.com 
Web site was launched in 2002 for 
individuals to stay connected with 
the effort through regular updates 
on prayer needs. 

Among New York churches the 
effort includes area-wide prayer 
conferences as well as smaller:scale 
"concerts of prayer" and other op­
portunities designed for five or six 
churches at a time. 

Church planting. Reaching thou­
sands of individuals will require 
new churches for outreach and 
training, Howard said. 

Several major church-planting 
efforts have launched during the 

MINISTRY 

buildup to New Hop~ New York. 
Howard said leaders hope to see 

at least three to five additional exam­
ples of what he calls "church plant­
ing centers," churches launched 
with a large commitment of staff 
and financial resources that within 
a few years could be sponsoring new 
churches themselves. Opportunities 
also exist to plant churches of all siz­
es and types, he added. 

Church strengthening. Efforts to pro­
vide training and other resources for 
existing churches not only will help 
them grow stronger and more ef­
fective in reaching their communi­
ties but increase the likelihood they 
can start new congregations in ar­
eas of need. "Healthy churches have 
healthy babies," Howard said. 

Collegiate evangelism. A key proj­
ect in this area is The Leadership 
Journey, in which about a dozen col­
legiate ministry interns, working 
through local churches, will work 
on area campuses for six months. 

A related emphasis .encourages 
development of "campus communi­
ty churches" that will draw on the 
college community while focusing 
on collegiate ministry. 
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Leadership development. LlfeWay 
Christian Resources has partnered 
with New Hope New York to spon­
sor multiple training conferences, 
in addition to providing a variety of 
resources to area churches. 

The key to implementing much 
of the strategy, Howard said, is part­
nership-churches and associations 
from across the country working 
directly with either new oi: existing 
churches. 

"A lot of people want to do short­
term trips, and we recognize the 
value of that," he said. "But we be­
lieve that churches connecting wiUl 
churches is a more powerful rela­
tionship than churches connecting 
with an organization such as New 
Hope New York." 

Volunteer opportunities include 
doing door-to-door surveys, help­
ing with vacation Bible schools, 
block parties and other evangelis­
tic events, prayer-walking neighbor­
hoods, or construction to improve 
church facilities. 

For more on how to become in­
volved with New Hope New York, 
visit www.NewHopeNewYork.com oi 
PrayNewYok.com. • 

NEW YORK FOCUS 
The largest city in the 
United States-with 
21 million people in the 
metropolitan area-will 
be a center of Southern 
Baptist outreach efforts in 
2004 and 2005 through 
New Hope New York. 
(NAMB photo) 

Dinner provides opportunity to share Christ with ambassadors 
By James Dotson 
SBC North American Mission Board 

Washington (BP)-A Christmas 
message on the transforming love 
of God is not particularly unusual 
in December, but the audience of 
ambassadors and deputy ambassa­
dors from around the world made 
a recent dinner in Washington par­
ticularly special. 

"An Evening of Friendship and 
Celebration" was sponsored by 
Christian Ministries to the Nations 
and hosted by Segbe Cyrille Oguin, 
ambassador from the African na­
tion ofBenin. 

Christian Ministries to the Na­
tions is the mii;iistry arm of the 
Southern Baptist North American 
Mission Board to the diplomatic 
community in Washington. It is 
headed by missionary Cecil Mahen­
dranath, who is a former diplomat 
from Guyana. 

Attending the dinner were about 
63 ambassadors, deputy ambassa­
dors and their spouses, including 

ROYAL AMBASSADOR Henry Blackaby 
speaks during a dinner for Washington 
diplomats. The event was sponsored by 
the North American Mission Board. (BP 
photo by James Dotson) 

at least five Muslim ambassadors, a 
Chinese diplomat and his wife, and 
many other non-Christians. 

NAMB sponsors such events 
about every three years, both to 
raise the profile of Mehendranath 's • 
year-round ministry and to commu­
nicate the gospel directly to world 
leaders in a public setting. 

"Diplomats are really accus­
tomed to events like this," he said, 
noting that it is often easier to gain 
access to diplomats through social 
gatherings than through making a 
direct appointment because of the 
nature of their work. 

"They may never have an op­
portunity to go to church," he said. 
"But they will come to an event like 
this-and they heard the gospel 
from beginning to end." 

Mahendranath visits embas­
sies and international agencies 
throughout the city, sharing Christ 
with. unbelievers and ·providing 
discipleship and encouragement 
to Christians through regular Bible 
studies and other efforts. 

The Christmas program-which 
featured recording artist Babbie 
Mason-also included several Chris­
tian diplomats who have been a 
part ofMahendranath's ministry. 

Ambassador Oguin served as 
master of ceremonies, while ambas­
sadors from Lesotho, Zambia and 

St. Kitts read Scripture. 
Southern Baptist author Henry 

Blackaby offered a message on the 
love of God. 

"The person who has come to 
know the profound love of God in 
his own. life is so radically trans­
formed, they are never the same 
again," Blackaby said. "The heart is 
thanged, and therefore the life is 
changed. God's purpose is to love 
every solitary person, and He does." 

Diplomats lined up at the close 
of the program for Blackaby to sign 
gift copies of his widely used disci­
pleship book, "Experiencing God." 

Oguin said he was honored to 
host the event because of the influ­
ence Mahendranath has had on his 
life and the life of his family since 
he first arrived in Washington. 

"What we did here tonight is to 
let other people see the love of God 
through ourselves," he said. "So we 
can testify to what the Lord Jesus 
has done through our work, our 
home and our family." 

"They may never 
have an 
opportunity to go to 
church, ... -but they 
will come to an 
event like this. " 
Missionary 
Cecil Mahendranath 
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PRAYER 
PARTNERS 

By Eugene Siler Jr. 
The plan of 

salvation is very 
simple-maybe too 
simple for those 
sophisticated people 
who think that the 
greater the benefit, the 
more you have to work 
for it. But salvation is 
the gift of God and the 
greatest gift you can 
receive. 

It is throµgh the 
grace of God that we 
receive it, not from 
our good works, as 
stated succinctly by 
the Apostle Paul in 
Ephesians 2:8-9, "For by 
grace are you saved. by 
faith, and that not of 
yourselves. It is the gift 
of God, not.ofworks, 
lest any man should 
boast." 

My favorite passage 
that simplifies the plan 
of salvation comes 
from the story in Acts 
relating to the jailing 
of Paul and Silas for 
preaching. After they 
we_re beaten and placed 
in stocks, instead of 
complaining about 
their treatment and 
the conditions of the 
jail, Paul and Silas were 
praying and singing. 
When a violent 
earthquake shook the 
jail, the doors flew 
open and the chains 
were loosened. The 
jailer, thinking the 
prisoners had escaped, 
was about to kill 
himself when Paul told 
him to stop because 
everyone was still 
there. 

The jailer fell 
trembling before Paul 
and Silas and said 
those resounding 
words from Acts 16:30, 
"Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved?" 

Their answer was 
simple and instant, 
"Believe in the Lord 
Jesus, and you will be 
saved" (Acts 16:31). 

Similar guidance 
is found elsewhere in 
the New Testament. 
For instance, we know 
from Romans 10:9, "If 
you confess with your 
mouth, 'Jesus is Lord,' 
and believe in your 
heart that God raised 
Him from the dead, 
you will be saved." 

Judge Eugene Siler is 
president of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention 

MOUNTAINS TO THE MISSISSIPPI 
COMPILED BY STAFF 

■ ALEXANDRIA-Licking Valley 
Church recently called Stephen Fite 
as pastor. 

■ BEREA-Westside Church 
recently called Allen Uvingood as 
pastor. 

■ BRODHEAD-Mount Zion 
Church recently called Darren Cupp 
as pastor. 

■ COVINGTON-Immanuel Church 
recently called Don Vogel as minis­
ter of music. 

Rosedale Church called Sonny 
Brausch as associate pastor. 

■ ELIZABETHTOWN-Severns Val­
ley Church recently called Allen 
Bishop as minister to children. 

■ FORT THOMAS-Highland Hills 
Church called Becky Alexander as 
associate/family minister effective 
Jan.4. 

■ FRANKFORT-Buck Run Church 
recently called Hershael York as 
pastor. He also is associate dean 
for ministry and proclamation at 
Southern Baptist Theological Sem­
inary's school of theology. 

■ GRAND RIVERS-Sugar Creek 
Church recently called Andrew Sex­
ton as pastor. 

■ HENDERSON-Airline Church 
recently called Jeff Hesley as minis­
ter of music and youth. 

Ambassador Church recently 
called Billy Fowler as minister of 
music. • 

Zion Church recently called 
Doug Hamblin as education and 
administration associate. He previ­
ously was minister of education/ 
children at Crestwood Church in 
Frankfort. 

• ■ HODGENVILLE-First Church 
recently ordained Brad Turner as a 
deacon. George Smith is pastor. 

■ LOUISVILLE-Cloverleaf Church 
will host the Crossmen in concert 
Jan. 17, 7 p.m. For more informa­
tion, call (502) 367-0218. Geoffrey 
Lacefield is pastor. 

Midlane Park Church will host 
Clay Smith in concert Jan. 11, 6:30 
p.m. Gary Bozarth is pastor. 

New Cut Road Church recently 
called Thomas Judd as associate 
pastor. Greg Smith is pastor. 

Ormsby Heights Church will 
host the Crossmen in concert Jan. 
18. For more information, call (502) 
44 7-6867. Rick Bowden is pastor. 

Shively Church called J~on 
Stewart as minister of music and 
worship effective Jan. 1. He previ­
ously served at Southside Baptist 
Church in Spartanburg, S.C. Bruce 
Truman is pastor. 

FOUNDATION LEADERS Officers of the Kentucky Baptist Foundation board of 
directors for 2004 are (from left): Laurie Valentine, assistant secretary, Louisville; 
Charles Barnes, vice chairman, Louisville; Arnold Caddell, chairman, Burlington; 
Shirley Spalding, secretary, Louisville; and Barry Allen, · treasurer, Louisville. 

■ MARION-Crooked Creek 
Church called Gordon Holland as 
interim pastor. 

■ MAYFIELD-High Point Church 
recently called Seth Hawkins as age 
group minister. 

Cloys Bruce has retired as pastor 
of Little Bethel Church. He is avail­
able for interim pastorates, supply 
preaching and revivals. 

■ ONEIDA-Joel Rackley, former 
pastor of Oneida Church, died Dec. 
15 at age 64. Rackley, who was pas­
tor of Skinquarter Church in Mose­
ley, Va., also was a former pastor of 
Bethlehem Chu:rch in. Springfield. 

■ PADUCAH-Immanuel Church 
recently honored administrative 
secretary Pat Burnett for 25 years 
of service. Jamie Broome is senior 
minister. 

Lone Oak First Church recently 
called Howard Fuller as minister of 
education. 

■ PROVIDENCE-Shady Grove 
Church recently called Bill Lady as 
pastor. 

■ RUSSELL SPRINGS-Chris Hol­
loway recently resigned as pastor of 
Liberty Church. 

Poplar Grove Church recently 
called Bill Ramage as interim pas­
tor. 

■ SMITHLAND-Mi nt Springs 
Church recently called Kerry Stew­
art as interim pastor. 

■ SOMERSET-High Street Church 
recently called Jonathan Hall as 
minister of youth. Jammie Vance 
is pastor. 

Mount Pleasant Church recently 
called Roy Helm as pastor. 

Student's faith journey endures homelessness, anger at God 
By David Roach 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 

Louisville (BP)-Jennifer Lyell 
drove to Louisville last fall in her 
Hyundai Accent to begin classes 
at Southern Baptist Theological 

, Seminary. 
But five years ago she was living 

in the back seat of that same car, 
and seminary was the last place she 
expected to drive it. 

Today Lyell is preparing for a ca­
reer in Christian ministry. But her 
path to ~inistry included home­
lessness, desperation and a conver­
sion at a Billy Graham crusade. 

By age 19, Lyell had risen to an 
upper management position in a 
major theater company. She soon 
discovered that success did not nec­
essarily lead to contentment. 

"I was still very young. I had a lot 
of power. I was making good mon­
ey," she said. "And yet I was still 
pretty miserable. And that pretty 
much crashed my entire worldview 
because those were the things that 
I thought led to happiness." 

Frustr~ted with life, she quit her 
job. Without any money for hous­
ing, a 20-year-old Lyell was forced to 
live in her car. 

Sleeping in summer heat of 
• more than 100 degrees and bath­
ing in gas station restrooms, Lyell 
grew bitter and blamed God for her 
circumstances. 

"I was sleeping in the car one 
night, woke up, turned on the radio 
and heard, 'It's 2:12 a.m. and 105 
degrees outside,"' Lyell said. "And I 
_can remember lying back down in 
my seat and speaking to God and 
saying, 'I don't know what You're 
doing up there,' basically just curs­
ing God and shaking my fist in His 
face and saying, 'You've done this to 
me,' when in reality I had done it 
to myself." 

After six months of living in 

her car, Lyell saved enough money 
to rent · an apartment, but she re­
mained bitter at God. 

That's when things began to 
change. Two weeks after moving 
into her new apartment Lyell heard 
that Billy Graham was preaching a 
crusade in St. Louis, near her home­
town of Marion, Ill. She decided to 
attend but had no intention of com­
mitting her life to Christ. 

When Graham finished preach­
ing one night, the crowed began to 
sing the chorus, "Awesome God." 

burden to share the gospel of Christ 
with others and even began to par­
ticipate in world missions. 

"I started reading everything on 
missions that I ctmld. It was such an 
odd thing to me that I had grown 
up in this country where I had sat 
in church from when I was 6 to 
when I was 16 and heard someone 
preach every single Sunday." She 
said she began to recognize that 
"there are a lot of places in the 
world where those things don't ex­
ist for Him to use." 

So Lyell began to take action 
based on her passion for world mis-

sions. After earning a bachelor's 
degree from Southern Illinois Uni­
versity, she enrolled at Southern 
Seminary to prepare for a career 
in ministry. She is working toward 
graduating with her master of di­
vinity in 2005. 

Lyell said she thanks God daily 
for the miracle He worked in her 
life, but she warns other Christians 
not to glorify sensational testimo­
nies. 

"I think as a church, sometimes 
we have a tendency to focus on 
sensational stories and neglect the 
consistent faithfulness ." 

"I wasn't feeling convicted at 
all at that point," Lyell said. "They 
started singing 'Awesome God,' 
and I hadn't heard it before and I 
didn't know the words ... so I was 
struggling to figure out all the 

CLASSIFIED Aos 
words. I could figure out, 'from • SEEKING: Broadway Baptist 
heaven above, with wisdom, power Church, a CBF affiliate in Louisville, 
and love,' because it rhymed. But I Ky., is seeking an experienced min­
couldn't get the verb, 'reigns.'" ister of adult education and disci-

Lyell listened to the song several pleship with an emphasis in devel­
times before she finally understood oping small-group ministries and 
what the crowd was singing. outreach. For more information, 

"I know the nanosecond I was go to www.broadwaybaptist.org/ 
saved because when I heard the search.htm, or write to the church 
word, 'reigns,' ... it hit me. I remem- c/o Education Search Committee, 
ber having a visual of myself lying 4000 Brownsboro Road, Louisville, 
in my car physically shaking my fist KY 40207. 
at God and just feeling like I was SEEKING: Associate pastor of 
turned inside out, feeling unbeliev- youth and single adults . We have a 
ably overwhelming remorse that I fast-growing congregation with an 
had blamed this awesome God for average Sunday school attendance 
the choices I had made in rebellion of more than 600. Desired candi­
against Him." date should have a seminary degree 

At that moment, Lyell remem- and 3-5 years experience leading 
bers committing her life to Christ youth ministries. Resumes with 
and promising to obey Him. references should be submitted to: 

The Sunday after her commit- Search Committee, Zion Baptist 
rrient to Christ, Lyell returned to Church, 8158 Highway 351, Hender­
the church she had attended as a son, KY 42420. 
child and made a' public profes- SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
sion of faith. Within weeks she was music for Elkton church to lead 
baptized and began to grow in her morning/evening worship services. 
relationship with God. Submit resume to: Elkton Baptist 

As ,Lyell reflected on her salva- Church, PO Box 547, Elkton, KY 
tion experience, she dfveloped a 42220. 
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SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
South Campbellsville Baptist 
Church. We are looking for the man 
God has prepared for this position. 
Prayerfully submit resume to: South 
Campbellsville Baptist Church, 601 
S. Central Ave., Campbellsville, KY 
42718, Attn: Darrell Mays. 

SERVICE: America's fastest-grow­
ing Christian long distance com­
pany. 4.9 cents/minute; no monthly 
fees ; no codes· or restrictions; 6 
second billing; 250,000 . happy cus­
tomers. Toll-free: (866) 587-8346 or 
www.covenantphoneservice.com. 
Home agents needed. 

TOUR: Alaska cruise. You are invit­
ed to join our Christian Life Tours 
group on a 7-day inside passage 
and glacier cruise June 4-11 with 
optional land tour. Enjoy Alaska 
with other Kentucky Baptists at the 
best prices. For brochure or to make 
a reservation, call (877) 557-0073 
(toll-free). OK to leave message. 

FOR SALE: Religious books 
(thousands). Send e-mail for list: 
dudley@dam.net. Evangelist Bill 
Dudley, 1116 Lacy Drive, Lebanon, 
MO 65536. (417) 532-2665. 
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\ 'Queen of Gospel Music' Vestal Goodman dies at age .74 

l, 

Celebration, Fla. (BP)-Vestal Good­
man, known as the "Queen of Gos­
pel Music," died Dec. 27 in 
Celebration, Fla., near Or­
lando while visiting fam­
ily members during the 
Christmas holidays. 

"She had been ill with 
the flu and turned worse 
last evening," the South­
ern Gospel News reported 
Dec. 28. She was 74. 

Goodman's career in Goodman 
gospel music began as part 
of the popular Happy Goodman 
Family in the 1940s. 

The family began singing to­
gether in 1949 and performed al­
most continuously through the 
late 1990s. J\ccording to Associated 
Press, the Happy Goodman Family 
were original members of "The Gos-

pel Singing Jubilee" syndicated TV 
program that was a pioneer in gos­

pel music broadcasting. It 
appeared on more than 
100 U.S. stations, and the 
group performed in more 
than 3,500 concerts. 

In recent years. Good­
man was a fixture in the 
Bill Gaither "Homecom­
ing" concerts and videos. 

The winner of numer­
ous Grammy and Dove 
awards also was known for 

her trademark beehive hairdo, full­
length gowns and a white handker­
chief she often waved while sing­
ing. 

The couple were regulars in the 
mid-1980s on "The PTI Club" with 
Jim and Tammy Faye Bakker. 

"Jim and Tammy were two of the 

Coming up roses 

kindest, most sincere Christians I 
ever met," Vestal Goodman wrote in 
"Vestal!", her 1998 autobiography. 

"Jim Bakker was not concerned 
about having a bunch of money." 

The Goodmans left the show in 
1988 after three years and were not 
linked to financial improprieties as 
others on the show were. 

Her husband, Howard, and sing­
ing partner for more than 50 years. 
died in 2002 at the age of 81. 

Howard's two brothers and for­
mer members of the Happy Good­
man Family, Rusty and Sam Good­
man. also preceded her in death. 

"Besides being talented, she 
loved people and people loved her," 
John Styll, president of the Gospel 
Music Association, told The (Nash­
ville) Tennessean daily newspaper. 

Styll added that "in her later 

MIMES IN MINISTRY Volunteer mimes Naomi Laine, 17, and her sister, Hannah, 15, from Escondido, Calif., are members of a 
group that performed skits along the Rose Parade route Dec. 31 as part of an evangelistic outreach. (BP photos by Kelli Cottrell) 

Rose Parade route offers outreach opportunity 
Pasadena, Calif. (BP)-Jessica Tere­

na. 14, sat in a folded camping chair 
with her family. They were snug­
gling to keep warm and trying to 
find ways to entertain themselves 
while waiting for the coming morn­
ing's Pasadena Rose Parade. 

In a moment of boredom, they 
were greeted by Southern Baptist 

• volunteers who made balloon hats, 
gave them a brochure with the or­
der of the parade participants and 
the plan of salvation and took their 
pictures. 

"This is awesome," said Terena. 
wearing her two-foot high balloon 

- hat made by a volunteer. 
A team of.17 teenagers put on 

mime shows presenting the gospel 
Dec. 31 along the crowded five-mile 
parade route. , 
- Another 10 volunteers took free 
photos of people for JoePix, a min­
istry where those photographed 
must first read about the gospel on 
theJoePixWeb site before accessing 
their free photo. 

Marti~ Davis, a Mission Service 

BALDON ART Volunteer Martin Davis 
makes balloon animals for children 
waiting for the Rose Parade. 

Corps volunteer in San Diego with 
Southern Baptists' North American 
Mission Board, began volunteer­
ing to work on parade floats sever­
al years ago and noticed there was 
no Southern Baptist presence along 
the parade route where a million 
people congregate each year. 

Two years ago he aske<;l local 
churches to bring volunteers to the 
parade route to share the gospel. 

"It's a blast," said Davis, who 
makes balloon animals for the kids 
and shares the gospel with them. 

'.'The most effective ministry so far 
here has been the mimes because 
they ask people at the end to raise 
their hands if they want salvation." 
said Davis, who also serves on the 
SBC Executive Committee. 

Last year eight to 10 people on 
the street accepted Christ as a re­
sult of the mime ministry. 

"It gives people something to do 
while they are sitting around," said 
Kala Cooper," 14, one of the mimes. 
"The reaction is great. People ask us 
where are we going next and want 
to follow us. We stick out like sore 
thumbs." 

Th_e skits performed by the 
mimes are remembered after the 
parade. 

"We had one man tell us he ac­
cepted Christ in April because of a 
skit he couldn't get out of his head 
that we had performed at last year's 
parade," said Cheryl Cooper. moth­
er of Kala, who helps the mime 
team. "That was enough for us to 
want to come back and help out ev­
ery year. It's a unique ministry." 

years, she developed a kind of hip­
ness-even in the contemporary 
(Christian music) crowd. She was 
bigger than her genre." 

"All the Happy Goodmans are to­
gether again." a fan wrote on the 
Southern Gospel News Web site. 
"And they can really sing about 
heaven now. And Jesus probably got 
a front row seat for this event." 

"She was a spirit of optimism. a 
spirit of joy," Gaither told The Ten­
nessean. Even in life's crises. "the 
glass was always half-full to Vestal.'' 

She is survived by her son and 
daughter, Rick and Vicki, four 
grandchildren and three great­
grandchildren. Goodman's funeral 
was held Jan. 1 at Christ Church in 
Brentwood, Tenn., near Nashville. 

With additional reporting by Religion 
News Service 

Grammy nominees include Crabb 
Family, Randy Travis, T.D. Jakes 

Los Angeles (RNS)-Beaver Dam's Crabb Family is among 
the nominees announced last month for gospel music 
Grammy Awards. 

The musical family's album "The Walk" is nominated 
for Best Southern, Country or Bluegrass Gospel Album. 

Christian artists were nominated in three categories 
outside the traditional gospel ones. 

"Squeeze." by Robert Randolph & the Family Band, was 
nominated for best rock instrumental performance. 

"Three Wooden Crosses," by Randy Travis, is among the 
nominees for best male country vocal performance. 

And "Colors," by the Oak Ridge Boys, was nominated 
for best country performance by a duo or group. 

Winners will be announced Feb. 8 in Los Angeles. 
Nominees in the gospel categories are: • 

Best rock gospel album: 
Worldwide by Audio Adrenaline. 
Red Letterz by Fresh I.E. 
Jekyll & Hyde by Petra. 
Undassified by Robert Randolph & the Family Band. 
Two Lefts Don't Make A Right ... But Three Do by Relient K. 

Best Pop/Contemporary Gospel Album: 
Furthermore-From the Studio: From the Stage by Jars of 
Clay. 
Adoration: lbe Worship Album by Newsboys. 
Stade orrico by Stacie Orrico. 
Worship Again by Michael W. Smith. 
Offerings II by Third Day. 

Best Southern, Country or Bluegrass Gospel Album: 
Wondrous Love by Blue Highway. 
lbe Walk by the Crabb Family. 
A Cappella by Gaither Vocal Band. 
Always Hear the Harmony: lbe Gospel Sessions by Engel­
bert Humperdinck, the Blackwood Brothers Quartet, the 
Jordanaires & the Light Crust Doughboys. 
Rise and Shine by Randy Travis . 

Best Traditional Soul Gospel Album: 
It's Your Time by Luther Barnes & the Sunset Jubilaires. 
Go Tell It on the Mountain by the Blind Boys of Alabama. 
Shirley Caesar and Friends by Shirley Caesar & Friends. 
Believe by Aaron Neville. -
Songs to Edify by the Sensational Nightingales. 
Gotta Seive Somebody-lbe,Gospel Songs of Bob Dylan by 
various artists. 

Best Contemporary Soul Gospel Album: 
Follow the Star by T.D. Jakes & various artists. 
.. .Again by Donnie Mcclurkin. 
Make Me Better by Ann Nesby. 
lbe Gospel According to Jazz Chapter II by ~rk Whal um. 
Bringing It All Togeth~r by Vickie Winans. 

Best Gospel Choir or Chorus Album: 
Blessed by Association by New Life. 
CeCe Winans Presents ... lbe Born Again Church Choir by 
Born Again Choir. 
live in Nashville by Chicago Mass Choir. 
Speak Life by Colorado Mass Choir. 
A Wing and a Prayer by the Potter's House Mass Choir. 
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