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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR . CHRISTIAN L]VING 

Allen: Most 
churches fail to 
ask members for 
donations in wills 

Louisville-When the philan­
thropist who inherited the McDon­
ald's fast food fortune left the Sal­
vation Army $1.5 billion in her will 
earlier this year, it was one of the 
largest bequests ever made. 

But mo·st non-profit organiza­
tions recognize it is just a drop in 
the bucket compared to the mas­
sive transfer of wealth that will 
provide charities an estimated $6 
trillion during the next half-cen­
tury. 

As the World War II generation 
passes away and the baby boomers 
begin to die, nonprofit organiza­
tions are strategizing to be remem­
bered in carefully planned estates. 

But while charities ranging 
from CARE to the Boy Scouts en­
courage donors to remember them 
in their wills, the vast majority of 
churches are woefully absent from 
the mix, according to the president 
of Kentucky Baptist Foundation. 

"That is a huge missed oppor­
tunity in financial stewardship," 
said Barry Allen, who estimates 
that less than 2 percent of commit­
ted church members include their 
congregation in their wills. 

"The No. 1 reason is because 
nobody in the church ever asked 
them to (contribute in their wills)," 
Allen added. "The leadership does 
not think of these kinds of gifts." 

But other forward-looking char­
ities have been positioning them­
selves for decades to reap divi­
dends when old friends like Joan 
Kroc depart. Her $1.5 billion gift 
to the Salvation Army was an­
nounced last month. 

"I couldn't speak," said George 
Hood, the Salvation Army's nation­
al spokesman, in describing the 
moment he heard the donation's 
size. "I said, 'Excuse me, did you say 
"billion?"' It was pretty stunning." 

But not entirely surprising. 
While the Salvation Army is best 
known for collecting nickels and 
dimes in red buckets at Christmas, 
it foresaw the millions it might 
raise through wills . Any donor, not 
just wealthy ones, can contact the 
Salvation Army and ask for help in 
planning an estate. 

Other charities offer similar ser­
vices. CARE, for example, has sam­
ple will language on its Web site. It 
also has financial planners eager to 
show wealthy donors how they can 
reduce their estate taxes with a gift 
to CARE. 

hi the fiscal year ending last 
June, CARE received $40 million 
in bequests, including one gift of 
more than $28 million. 

The Salvation Army employs a 
battalion of estate experts to tap 
into wills . 
O See Too many churches ... Page 9 

Battling burn:out 
How can churches keep lay 
leaders from becoming draine4? 

By Victoria Moon 
State Correspondent 

Louisville-The growing number 
of burnout cases reported among 
-church lay leaders is causing many 
ministry specialists to look for ways 
to lessen the burden on these mem- . 
bers and revitalize their ministry. 

"You know the saying, '20 per­
cent of the people are doing 80 per­
cent of the work'?" asked Thom 
Rainer, dean of the Billy Graham 
School of Missions, Evangelism and 
Church Growth at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

"Ten to 15 percent of the people 
doing 85 to 90 percent of the work 
is really more in balance." 

While the statistical evidence 
about burnout among lay lead­
ers in churches is mostly anecdot­
al, Rainer said evidence is causing 
a growing concern among pastors 
and church leaders. 

"The bottom line is we have too 
few people doing too much of the 
work in churches today," he said. 
"We give our best workers five, six 
or seven different jobs, and eventu­
ally the usual response is for these 
workers to drop out from ministry 
and even sometimes to drop out of 
church completely." 

Rainer said the problem is in­
creasing in scope as the culture of 
the church changes. 

"I think there is an increasing 
level of congregational expecta­
tions put not only on pastors, but 
on lay leaders like deacons as well," 
he said. "While we don't have any 
hard data, the anecdotal evidence 
shows us the number of hours they 
are expected to put in grow from 
year to year." 

Anne Ortlund, author and _co­
founder of the national pastoral 
care organization Renewal Minis-· 
tries, said she and her husband saw 
firsthand the destructive results of 
burnout in the life of a lay leader. 

"A wonderful fellow in his mid-
30s at our church served as head of 
the trustee board, and he did a fan­
tastic job," she said. "A lot of people 
depended on him and put a lot of 
responsibility on his shoulders." 

But after ending his three-year 
stint as head of the board, she said, 
he soon dropped out of church com­
pletely and never returned again. 

"He was completely burned out, 
and we didn't know it, even though 
we were very close to him:" she 
recalle·d. "If we had known how 
burned out he was, we would have 
done things differently and taken 
better care of him, but we didn't 
O See Specialists offer ideas ... Page 12 
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SBC president 
calls for studying 
denominational 
name change 

Nashville (ABP)­
Southern Baptist 
Convention President 
Jack Graham 
announced last week 
that he will appoint 
a committee to study 
renaming the SBC. 

As "a network of 
churches that circle 
the planet, " the 
SBC must consider 
changing its name 
to "reflect who we 
are and what we are 
doing nationally and 
internationally," 
Graham told the 
convention's Executive 
Committee Feb. 16. 

Southern Baptists 
are viewed in the 
nation and _the 
world as leaders 
among conservative 
Christians, said 
Graham, pastor 
of the Dallas-area 
Prestonwood Baptist 
Church. "I have loved 
the Southern Baptist 
Convention and its 
name," he said. "But 
this name that I love 
and you love speaks of 
our region and doesn't 
move us beyond to 
the great cities of the 
Northeast, to the West 
and the Midwest. It's 
time to consider a new 
name that reflects our 
future ." 

Graham said he will 
appoint a name-change 
study committee in 
the next few weeks 
that is "geographically 
and generationally" 
representative, 
reflecting "the heart 
and compassion and 
theology of the SBC 
around the world ." 

"It is my prayer 
that the committee 
can bring a 
recommendation 
to the SBC in 2005," 
he said. "Timing is 
everything," he added, 
noting that "seven or 
eight" previous studies 
of a possible name 
change resulted in 
no change, including 
one initiated by W.A. 
Criswell in 1974. The 
last effort was in 1999. 

"Why would we 
do this?" he asked. 
"Only one reason-to 
strengthen and 
lengthen our witness 
here in America and 
around the world 
.. . _because we are 
determined to do 
whatever it takes to 
connect with our 
culture and our 
country and the 
continents of the 
earth." 

S~C Executive Committee approves plan to leave BWA 
By Trennis Henderson & Greg Warner 
Editor & Associated Baptist Press 

Nashville (ABP)-Southern Baptist 
Convention leaders intent on sev­
ering ties with the Baptist World 
Alliance took a major step in that 
direction Feb. 17. 

Despite pleas from Baptist lead­
ers worldwide and some Southern 
Baptists not to leave EWA, the SBC 
Executive Committee voted 62-10 
to approve a recommendation to 
withdraw SBC membership and 
funding from EWA, the 99-year-0ld 
fellowship of 211 Baptist bodies 
worldwide. 

The proposal will now go to 
messengers of the Southern Baptist 
Convention in June for final ap­
proval. The action would take effect 
Oct. 1, deleting the final $300,000 of 
annual SBC support for the Baptist 
World Alliance. 

The hour-long debate was limited 
to Executive Committee members 
only. BWA General Secretary Denton 
Lotz was present but was not invited 
to speak to the recommendation. 

Lotz: 'We are very sad' 
"We are, of course, very sad," Lotz 

said in an interview after the vote. 
"Any time there is a breach in fel­
lowship, it is sad .... We're going out 
sad, but we're going out with love 
for Southern Baptists." 

SBC Executive Committee Presi­
dent Morris Chapman presented 
the two-page report and recom­
mendation calling for the SBC to 
withdraw from the global Baptist 
organization. 

He described an earlier report 
released in December as an interim 
report that serves as background to 
the committee's final recommenda­
tion. 

The initial report complained 
that the BWA sanctions theologi­
cal positions contrary to Southern 
Baptists' conservative views and has 
ignored the SBC's complaints. 

In its final report, the nine-mem­
ber study committee claimed that 
some EWA leaders, including Lotz, 
"took the opportunity to vent what 
appears to be pent-up feelings of 
hostility about our convention" in 
response to the December report. 

"Due to these revelations, we 
need not now justify or vilify, but 
can simply do what we preferred 
to do in the first place, which is to 
politely withdraw from an organiza­
tion that, at least for us, no longer 
efficiently communicates to the un­
saved a crystal-clear gospel message 
that our Lord Jesus Christ is solely 
sufficient for salvation," the report 

Kentucky Baptists divided on BWA vote 
Nashville-Kentuc'ky Baptist 

members of the Southern Baptist 
Convention Executive Commit­
tee voted 2-1 last week in favor of 
the SBC cutting ties to the Baptist 
World Alliance. 

Preston Bailey, a member of 
Elizabethtown Baptist Church, and 

' Rick Bowden, pastor of Ormsby 
Heights Baptist Church in Louis­
ville, voted in favor of the proposal 
while Jim Hales, a member of Main 
Street Baptist Church in Alexan­
dria, voted against it. 

"I think we did the right thing" 
in recommending withdrawing 
from BWA membership, Bailey 
said. 

"There seemed to be some real 
significant differences" between 
the two groups, he added. "On 
certain issues you have to draw 
the line." 

SBC officials claim the BWA 
is becoming increasingly liberal, 
a charge denied by BWA leaders 
around the world. 

Bowden, attending only his sec­
ond meeting as an Executive Corn-

stated. 
Some Southern Baptist leaders, 

including study committee mem­
ber Jerry Rankin, president of the 
Southern Baptist International Mis­
sion Board, said the SBC proposal is 
based in part on the BWA's decision 
last year to admit the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship as a member. 

While "much has been made 
about the inclusion of the Coopera­
tive Baptist Fellowship into the BWA 
as having been the cause of our pres­
ent recommendation to withdraw 
from the organization," the final 
report added, "One soaked by a rain 
need not blame the last raindrop. 

"The decision of the BWA to 
include the CBF merely served as 
a confirmation that we must, as a 
convention, allow the world to see 
us without having to look through 
a BWA lens- a lens which for us has 
become too cloudy." 

The plan approved by the Execu­
tive Committee calls for SBC leaders 
to study how the convention "may 
establish an even closer bond of 
fellowship with conservative evan­
gelical Christians around the world" 
and earmarks the deleted EWA allo­
cation for that effort. 

"For us, the decision is one of 
stewardship," the report states. "If 
we can multiply the harvest by reap-

proached in recent weeks by Worn- • mittee member, noted that "some 
of the guys and ladies have dealt 
with this a lot longer than I have." 

"From my under stand ing 
and my background, the biggest 
struggle I had was the theological 
concerns over the directfon BWA 
has been heading in," he added. 
"I sensed that diVision even here 
in Kentucl<y. There are some of 
us more concerned about the 
theological direction and others 
are more concerned about Baptist 
unity. 

• an's Missionary Union members, 
church members, former pastors 
and associational members con­
cerned about the SBC's proposed 
action. 

"I have the utmost respect for 
the people who are on the study 

• committee," Bowden said. "Ulti­
mately, it needs to go to the con­
vention and let the people vote .... 
At least that way the messengers 
from our churches get to make 
this decision and that is where it 
belongs." 

Hales said his vote against the 
proposal "is probably one of the 
only times I .was persuaded to vote 
contrary to the recommendation 
of the committee." 

Hales said he has beeri a~ 
:<>< ;';',:';:,..,;;,,'.;:". 

plying the funds, there is no true 
Christian who should take issue." 

Chapman: Building new bridges 
"We believe we can take the mon­

ey being contributed to the Baptist 
World Alliance and we can begin to 
build strong bridges with conserva­
tive evangelical Christian Baptists 
in all parts of the world," Chapman 
explained. 

While "we do not intend to or­
ganize a fellowship body similar to 
the Baptist World Alliance," he said 
committee members believe inter­
national networking efforts will pro­
duce "a much stronger contribution 
to our witness to the world." 

Speaking against the study com­
mittee proposal, Executive Com­
mittee member Nancy McGuigan 
of Coatesville, Pa., read a resolution 
adopted by the administrative com­
mittee of the Baptist Convention of 
Pennsylvania/South Jersey's Execu- • 
tive Board. 

Urging SBC and BWA leaders "to 
begin immediately to find a way for 
reconciliation for the good of the 
IGngdom," the resolution called on 
Baptists around the world "to pray 
fervently for God to bring unity 
through the power of Christ and to 
bring reconciliation between the 
EWA and the SBC for a unified wit-

"It has caused me to go into 
much prayer," he noted. "I was re­
ally hoping there would be some 
way to go forward with some 
changes compatible to both sides." 

In light of the 62-10 vote for the 
SBC to leave the BWA, Hales saiq he 
will support the majority decision, 
encouraging fellow Baptists to 
"roll our sleeves up and do the best 
we can under the circumstances." 

Joy Bolton, executive director 
of Kentucl<y WMU, is among WMU 
leaders who pledged last month 
to continue working with BWA's 
Women's Department. 

"The relationships are the big 
thing for us," Bolton said after last 
week's vote. "For those of us who 
are leaders of Kentucky WMU, our 
primary concern is the relation­
ship we have with the women of 
the world." Trennis Henderson 

ness to a world in need of Christ." 
Calvin Wittman, a pastor from 

Arvada, Colo., commended the 
study committee for its report. He 
affirmed the plan to withdraw from 
the BWA "since .we are not in agree­
ment theologically and in the ways 
we seek to practice the Great Com­
mission." 

National Woman's Missionary 
Union President Janet Hoffman, also 
a member of the Executive Commit­
tee, issued a call for Baptist unity. 

Citing WMU's commitment to 
continue to support the work of 
BWA and its women's department, 
Hoffman said, "It would be a bless­
ing in the view of many if we did 
not rush to judgment" before SBC 
and BWA leaders explored ways to 
find unity. 

Bruce Martin, a pastor from Fay­
etteville, N.C., responded that SBC 
leaders also "have biblical respon­
sibilities" that extend beyond a call 
for unity. 

Chapman said the bottom-line 
question is: "Does the Baptist World 
Alliance best represent who we are 
to Christians and Baptists around 
the world or has the time come that 
Southern Baptists can best represent 
themselves? We do have the volun­
tary right to withdraw just as we 
have the voluntary right to engage." 

New Orleans Seminary delays SBC effort to_ consolidate control 
Nashville (ABP}-New Orleans 

Baptist Theological Seminary, the 
lone holdout in a lengthy Southern 
Baptist Convention effort to gain 
stronger control over its entities, 
is under increasing pressure to 
change its charter to make the SBC 
the "sole member" of its corpora­
tion. 

The seminary's trustees voted 
in their Oct. 6-8, 2003, board meet­
ing to decline an earlier request to 
make the SBC its sole member. 

Following two hours of detailed 
discussion, the SBC Executive Com­
mittee voted Feb. 17 to officially 

request that the NOBIS trustees 
reverse course and amend the semi­
nary charter during their spring 
2004 meeting to make the SBC its 
sole member. The motion, approved 
with only two dissenting votes , asks 
that the action be forwarded to the 
Executive Committee "for subse­
quent recommendation" to the SBC 
during its June 2004 meeting. 

If the NOBIS trustees again 
decline to comply, the Executive 
Committee could ask SBC messen­
gers to approve a motion to make 
the same request. If that happens, 
NOBTS President Chuck Kelley said, 

the trustees would comply. • 
The "bottom line" is that he 

and the trustees understand that 
the seminary is owned by the SBC, 
Kelley said. He added, however, that 
seminary officials would prefer the 
option of working out alternative 
changes to the charter that would 
address the same concerns. 

"Sole membership" is a legal 
term pertinent to non-profit cor­
porations. Naming the SBC as sole 
member allows the convention to 
control the election and dismissal 
of entity trustees while granting 
the trustees authority to direct the 

organization's work and financial 
affairs. The requested chaJ!ges grant 
the SBC specific powers designed to 
thwart any attempt trustees might 
make to withdraw from the SBC 
fold, as trustees of some state con­
vention entities have done. 

Kelley said seminary trustees 
have been disinclined to make the 
change because they consider it 
a violation of Baptist polity, and 
because peculiarities of Louisiana 
law could cause the SBC to become 
more liable, rather than less, if it 
becomes the seminary's sole mem­
ber. 

• 

• 

.. 
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'Chaos on Wheels' 
Extreme evangelism team part 
of regional youth conferences 
By Jessica Perkins 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Manly, Iowa-The name is "Chaos 
on Wheels," but the ministry is de­
signed to bring peace. 

The high-flying stunt BMX/ 
skateboard group travels with oth­
er evangelists to youth conferenc­
es throughout the country . . Team 
members use biking and skateboard­
ing to share their faith with middle 
and high school students. 

Chaos on Wheels will be an im­
portant component in the KBC's 
four upcoming "Soak-A-City" youth 
evangelism conferences. The events 
will be held in: 

1 Mount Washington, March 31-
April 2. 

I Pikeville, June 10-12. 
I Ashland, Sept. 4-6. 
1 Franklin, Oct. 8-10. 
The events also will feature evan­

gelistic illusionist Brock Gill. 
TI1e Chaos on Wheels group will 

showcase extreme BMX bike stunts, 
including 40 high jumps, at each 
show. 

Chaos got rolling when leader 
Jeremiah Anderson graduated from 
high scho.ol in 1995 and started a 
small bike shop in Manly, Iowa. 

Not having found his place in 
traditional middle and high school 
sporting events, Anderson had de­
veloped an early interest in -BMX 
free-styling and skateboarding in 
the seventh grade. 

"I was inspired by the 1980s mov­
ie 'RAD.' My dad bought me a BMX 
stunt video, and my friends and 
I watched it and practiced all the 
time," Anderson recalled. "My dad 
lef us build ramps in the backyard.'' 

Through much practice, trial 
and error, Anderson learned the im­
portance of perseverance and stuck 

with the sport during high school. 
"The cool thing to do in high 

school was to be in sports, and I just 
looked for something I could do," 
he said. 

Anderson's love of BMX free­
styling and skateboarding laid the 
groundwork for an opportunity to 
use his talents to serve God in full­
time ministry. Through his bil<e 
shop and through riding in local 
skate parks, Anderson began to de­
velop relationships with other rid­
ers who also had a passion for Jesus. 

"We started riding· together and 
connected," said Anderson. "It's 
obvious that God made our paths 
cross." 

Chaos had humble beginnings, 
performing stunt shows at county 
fairs ." But team members began to 
see the positive impact they were 
having on younger kids and decided 
to take things to the next level. 

The team transforms its love of 
the sport into opportunities to teach 
students about God's love and pur­
pose for their lives. 

"Our goal is to make sure that 
students !mow that the reason we're 
able to do anything is because we 
!mow Jesus is our Lord and Savior," 
Anderson said. "We can only reach 
our full potential by allowing God to 
take over. We model Philippians 4: 
13, 'I can do all things through Him 
who strengthens me."' 

The Chaos team consists of Ander­
son, 28, four full-time and four part­
time riders. They perform about five 
to eight shows per month. 

Anderson said team members 
take advantage of every opportuni­
ty to connect with kids and share 
stories of their own spiritual jour­
neys. They offer practical advice 
about things such as bike safety, but 

AIRBORNE Jeremiah Anderson, leader of "Chaos on Wheels," performs a bike stunt 
off a ramp. Anderson and his team will appear at four Kentucky Baptist Convention 
youth evangelism events later this year. 

include messages to students about 
peer pressure and how to survive as 
a Christian in a culture filled with 
mixed messages about morality. 

"My message to students is to not 
be afraid of what you believe and of 
who you are. Being a Christian in 
high school is hard. Everyone is try­
ing to figure out who they are. 

"Through high school I was 
afraid to speak up (about Jesus). I 

think back to friends of mine that 
I will probably never see again and 
the missed opportunities · that are 
there," Anderson said. "It's hard no 
matter what you do." 

For more information about 
KBC Soak-A-City events, visit 
www.kybaptist.org/soakacity. For 
more information about Chaos 
on Wheels, visit www.chaoson 
wheels.com. 

Vermont ·is 'wide-open mission field' for Kentucky volunteers _· 
By Trennis Henderson 
Editor 

Burlington, Vt.-As the last state in 
the nation in which Southern Bap­
tist work was established, Vermont 
is a wide-open mission field. 

As mission partners with the 
Baptist Convention of New Eng­
land since 1996, Kentucky Baptist 
churches have an ongoing oppor­
tunity to help meet those ministry 
needs . 

Terry Dorsett, director of mis­
sions for the statewide Green Moun­
tain Baptist Association, noted that 
most of Vermont's 25 Southern 
Baptist churches average 30 to 40 
members each. 

''We don't have the facilities, 
the resources, the volunteers" that 
many Baptist congregations in the 
South take for granted, Dorsett 
said. He added, however, that Ver­
mont Baptists do have "people just 
saying yes to whatever God tells 
them to do." 

One example is the work of John 
and Joann Tracy at Barre Baptist Fel­
lowship. Starting their ministry in 
Barre 14 years ago, they were able to 
purchase a storefront facility a few 
years ago that previously doubled 

as a gun shop and skate-sharpening 
business. 

With a second-floor barbershop 
still serving as a tenant, the con­
gregation and mission volunteers 
transformed the facility into a 
combination worship center and 
soup kitchen. 

The 25-member congregation 
served more than 5,000 meals last 
year and distributed an additional 
8,450 pounds of food to people in 
need. 

Doors "open to· everybody" 
"Our doors are open to every­

body," Tracy explained. "When 
its 20 degrees below zero, they're 
only thinking of getting warm 
and having a meal. Last year we 
baptized nine people who came 
to us through our soup kitchen 
ministry." 

Texas Baptist mission volunteers 
H.B. and Jo Graves and Johnnie and 
Lahoma Loar are working together 
to serve First Branch Baptist Fellow-
ship in Chelsea. • 

"From all over the South, people 
have heard of the need for Jesus 
up here," Mrs. Loar said. "We let 
people know we have a need and 

God works in their hearts to meet 
the needs.'' 

Baptist churches throughout 
Vermont worked with more than 
1,000 mission volunteers last year, 
Dorsett said, and 44 mission teams 
already are committed to work in 
the region this year. 

Larry Martin, leader of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention missions 
growth team, said the KBC's part­
nership with churches in Vermont 
and throughout New England "is 
open-ended and it's stronger than 
it has ever been." 

"It's an opportunity for Ken­
tuckians to be involved in one of 
the great mission fields in North 
America," he said. "It also is an 
opportunity to learn from people 
who have been working with a post­
modern society for at least a couple 
of decades." 

Ross Bauscher, director of the 
KBC's partnership missions de­
partment, said a growing number 
of Kentucky Baptist c:hc1rches are 
sending mission teams to Vermont 
and the five other New England 
states. He noted that teams are 
working on such diverse projects as 
construction, vacation Bible school, 

.''," .. ........ 
.·. ;,: •• ,_.,.....,_ 

revivals and prayerwalking. 
Bauscher recently sent a list of 

2004 project requests to Kentucky 
directors of missions. The list in­
cludes a number of renovation proj­
ects for Vermont congregations, 
ranging from installing vinyl siding 
and roofing to building a baptistry 
and a handicapped access ramp. 

For information about mission 
projects in .New England, contact 
the KBC partnership missions de­
partment at (502) 244~462 or (888) 
254'5724. 

"We can only reach 
our full potential 
by allowing God to 
take over." 
Chaos on Wheels founder 
Jeremiah AnderSOIJ 

GOD'S BLESSINGS H.B. 
Graves, a church planter 
mission volunteer at First 
Branch Baptist Fellowship 
in Chelsea, Vt., noted 
that "the Lord has really 
blessed us tremendously." 
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Erosion of orthodoxy 
Shawn Merithew and Jerry Gif­

ford make excellent points in their 
letters in the Feb. 10 issue of the 
Western Recorder. One aspect of 
this situation which seldom sur­
faces is why a group ofliberal dissi­
dents withdrew from the Southern 
Baptist Convention and why they 
lost the presidency and 
could never recover it. 

They lost it because 

If the SBC and their $425,000 an­
nual support remained in the BWA. 
the CBF partisans would continue 
to attack. That's what they do. 

Cordell Day 
Owensboro 

Thanks for BWA stand 
I am writing to express my 

they were content with 
the erosion of orthodox 
teaching in the seminar­
ies, and conservatives 
in churches across the 
convention decided to correct the 

sincere appreciation for 
your editorial in the Feb. 3 
edition of the Western Re­
corder regarding the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention 
staying connected to the 
Baptist World Alliance. 

I agree that we should 
"put out money where our mouth 
is ." Let us keep a good thing going 
because as the Woman's Missionary 
Union leaders said, "It is the right 
thing to do." 

-
situation. 

The liberals tried for about 10 
years to regain the presidency and . 
could not. Around 1990 when Dan­
iel Vestal was denied the office two 
successive years, the minority fac­
tion decided to withdraw and has 
not offered a candidate for the pres­
idency again, all the while claiming 
to be mainstream Baptists. 

Out of this struggle the Coop­
erative Baptist Fellowship was born. 
Vestal was in my church a couple of 
years ago in an attempt to muster 
support for the CBF. I attended that 
meeting, at which time the main 
message included throwing darts 
at the SBC. Two of the darts being 
that the Cooperative Program was 
described as "a dinosaur" and Bold 
Mission Thrust was scoffed at as be­
ing "a failure." Their strategy is to 
grow by maligning "the enemy." 

I was told recently by one CBF 
devotee that a Fellowship church 
cannot be started in Owensboro be­
cause there are not enough people 
interested in the cause. This in a 
metro area of more than 100,000 
people! Mainstream? 

In order to be admitted as a 
member of Baptist World Alliance, 
CBF has completely severed all ties 
with the SBC and now the SBC is be­
ing chastised for not sitting at the 
BWA table with them. 

Although I have moved away 
from Kentucky, I still have a Ken­
tucky heart and Kentucky churches 
are part of my prayer calendar every 
day. I was saddened when the mis­
sionaries were fired from their plac­
es where they felt called to serve. 

Thank you for your excellent cov­
erage in the Western Recor~er. 

Virginia Coles 
Fond du Lac, Wis. 

Curriculum concerns 
I was surprised to see that the 

new quarterly Sunday school cur­
riculum from LifeWay Christian 
Resources is on 1 and 2 Timothy 
and Titus. 

Though certainly worthy of 
study, the January Bible Study also 
was on 1 . and 2 Timothy! Having 
invested resources to attend the 
pre-January Bible Study conference 
at Southern Seminary and having 
spent careful time preparing and 
preaching what are controversial 
texts in many churches, I faithfully 
delivered unto the saints as en­
couraged by the Southern Baptist 
Convention leadership. I think they 
would have been proud. 

A commitment to Christian higher education 
It has been the privilege of my 

family to be products of Christian 
higher education, made possible by 
Baptists through the Cooperative 
Program and special gifts. 
I am so grateful for the 
excellent educational op­
portunities that have been 
provided by Baptists. 

Kay and I are both grad­
uates of a Baptist junior 
college. It was a privilege 
for me to serve as Baptist 
Student Union president. 
Kay served as a student 
summer missionary in 
Michigan and I served in 
Pittsburgh with Joe Waltz, whose 
son, David, is now the executive 
director for the Pennsylvania/South 
Jersey Baptist Convention. 

Kay and I were married the sum­
mer after graduation and moved 
into a Fuller Hall apartment on the 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary campus. Again, we are grateful 
for Southern Baptists who provided 
most of the cost through the Coop­
erative Program and other gifts. 

Later, our daughters, Anonda 
and Beth, and a son-in-law, Bartley, 
graduated from Baptist colleges, and 

Bartley from Southern Seminary. 
Many thousands of students have 
benefited in similar ways from the 
generosity and commitment of Bap-

tists to Christian higher 
• education. 

We have all benefited 
from the effective leader­
ship of college presidents 
and the deep commit­
ment of staff and faculty 
members. Many of these 
individuals have served 
and taught sacrificially, 
and continue to do so. The 
impact of the scholarship, 
teaching and character of 

each of these people lasts a lifetime. 
During the economic downturn, 

our Baptist colleges have made some 
big adjustments in order to con­
tinue providing quality education in 
a Christian environment. I am very 
grateful that the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention institutions of higher 
education have come through the 
economic crisis with strong aca­
demic programs and ministries in 
place. • 

There are more than 5,400 
students enrolled in Georgetown 
and Cumberland colleges and 

So now, having received the 
curriculum materials we bought 
through LifeWay, I am questioning 
the stewardship of spending our re­
sources needed for other vital min­
istries on materials to repeat this 
study within four weeks after com­
pleting the January Bible Study. 

Perhaps this is a case of the left 
hand not knowing what the right 
hand is_doing. I am hoping that we 
are able to return these materials 
for exchange or credit. If there are 
other churches with this same pre­
dicament, perhaps our combined 
voices will be sufficient to garner a 
response and a credit. 

Paul Sisk 
Lexington 

Iraq ministry impact 
I just wanted to thank you for 

the great coverage you gave in the 
Jan. 20 and 27 issues of the Western 
Recorder to the Iraq missions trip 
that our church did last December. 
I'm glad that Josh (Booth)'s pictures 
enhanced the excellent story by Ken 
Walker. 

One quick story: As you know, 
the team handed out about 200 Ara­
bic New Testaments. We have heard 
via one of the Iraq missionaries that 
a tribal leader says he has now read 
it and wants to talk to "that pastor" 
(our pastor, Bill Henard) about it. 
Think of what that could mean to 
the Kingdom if a tribal leader be­
came a Christian and led his tribe 
to Christ! These are exciting days. 

David Booth 
Lexington 

What are you .thinking? 
•The Western Recorder considers 
letterson~ny subject tor publication, 

" prbvidedtijey don't. make.a personal 
attack. The maximum length for a 
letteris'300 words: Submit by mail, 

' Box 43969,{ouisville, KY40253; 
tax, (502) 24f6474; or e-mail, 
wesrec@earthlink.net. • • 
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Campbellsville University. The KBC 
is proud to be a part of providing 
$1,000 scholarships for a number 
of worthy freshmen from Kentucky 
Baptist churches at each of these 
excellent institutions. 

In addition, there are more than 
200 students enrolled at Clear Creek 
Baptist Bible College. Mid-Continent 
College (sponsored by 11 associa­
tions in West Kentucky) has more 
than 700 students enrolled. We 
are also proud of the fine Christian 
education being provided at the 
high school level by Oneida Baptist 
Institute. 

Thousands of Kentucky Christian 
education graduates are now in 
full-time Christian vocations across 
Kentucky and around the world. 
Hundreds of students at each college 
are involved in ministries, includ­
ing summer missions. In addition, 
more than 400 college students are 
committed to vocational Christian 
ministry. Currently, about 20 per­
cent of the Cooperative Program 
contributed through the KBC goes 
to support KBC colleges. 

Please join me in supporting our 
colleges with your prayers, financial 
gifts and students! 
Bill Mackey is executive director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention • 
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Help your adult 
children gain 
financial wisdom 
By Jeremy White 

I have often written of the 
importance of parents teaching 
their children about money. 
Children learn about money 
from two primary sources: 
their parents and their own 
experience. 

By the time children are 
grown and on their own, they 

already have 
established 
their financial 
habits and 
tendencies. Is 
it too late to 
help them at 
that time? How 

can you pass wisdom along now 
when they are no longer under 
your roof? 

Certainly, the most forma­
tive training period is while 
your children are young and 
unde_r your care. It's not too late 
though. Although it might be 
easy for parents with financial 
means to throw money at the 
financial problems of their 
children, avoid treating the 
symptoms only. Here are some 
practical ideas without simply 
bailing your adult children out 
of financial trouble: . 

1 Share with them, as an 
adult, some of the financial 
decisions you are now making 
and why. 

I Pay for them to attend a fi­
nancial seminar or small group 
study. 

I Consid_er giving a small in­
heritance now so that you can 
test them and be available for 
help and supervision. 

I Talk with them about some 
of the financial lessons you 
have learned. For example, you 
might have learned a lesson 
about investing in the past. 
Share that with them. Let them 
benefit from your experience. 

I Locate professional advis­
ers and counselors for them. 
Perhaps you can pay for the ap­
pointments. Your adult children 
might not have major problems, 
but they could benefit from a 
financial planning session, or 
a personality/self-awareness 
testing from a counselor, or a 
meeting with an attorney. 

I If you own a business, 
involve your children in the 
significant decisions of the 
business. Even if they do not 
work in the business, consider 
making them a member of the 
board of directors or give them 
a small amount of ownership to 
let them see the overall opera-
tions. • 

I Involve your adult children 
in the giving decisions you are 
making now and for the future. 
If you have a special missions in­
terest. invite them and pay for 
them to participate in mission 
trips, conferences or conven­
tions of ministries you support. 
Jeremy White is a certified public 
accountant in Paducah 
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Should parents take children 
ta see 'The Passion' movie? 
Q: Should I take my children to see "The Passion of the 
Christ"? 

Although "The Passion of the Christ" is rated R. many 
parents and church leaders plan to have kids as young as 10 
see the film. Jerry Johnston, pastor of First Family Church 
in Kansas was quoted in USA Today as saying, "I hope they 

PARENTING 
are disturbed enough to make their 
peace with Jesus." 

Up front, I need to say that I have 
not seen the movie. In fact. this article is 
being written before the movie's release. 
However, I have read reviews in newspa­
pers and magazines, including Newsweek, 
which featured a vivid cover photo of Jesus 
on the cross. I have also looked carefully 
at the new book that contains pictures 
from the movie. Without question, "The 
Passion" will present the suffering of Jesus 

(J 

-
with the same realism that characterized the opening se­
quence of"Saving Private Ryan." 

I would agree with pastor Matt Stoehr that most images 
of Christ on th"e cross are too tame. However, young ,chil­
dren simply do not need to be exposed to such violence in 
order to understand that Jesus suffered for them. They can 
be 1:p.ade aware of what happened to Jesus without having 
to watch Hirn being brutally and realistically beaten for 45 
minutes. The argument that kids are mature for their age 
and see similar acts of violence on TV is a circular argu­
ment that ignores developmental factors. 

The simple answer is "No." Let the attention surround­
ing the movie be a springboard for conversations with your 
children about-:Jesus' love and sacrifice, but do not expose 
them to the visual violence of the film . After all, fear-based 

• responses to Jesus are typically not lasting-at any age. 
-David Garrard 

Q: I'm frustrated that I can't seem to find a mate. Is there 
any hope for a single gal who's over 35? 

The decision to marry is not to be taken lightly. In 1 
Corinthians 7 there are scriptural advantages and disad­
vantages of both marriage and singleness. With a notebook 
and pen in hand, use your Bible as you make notes on the 
prayerful decision of whether God is leading you to seek a 
mate. If you have the settled conviction that the answer is 

• "yes," consider the following strategy: 
Relationship guru Rachel Greenwald SINGLES 

has found that 50 percent of those cur­
rently married were introduced to their mate by good 
friends and family members. Her advice, in a word, is to 
network. Family and friends know people you are yet to 
meet who might be right for you. 

Second, Greenwald suggests having truth-tellers in your 
life, people who will be straight with you about the things 
you are doing to keep yourself from meeting people with 
marriage potential, or the things you are not doing that 
would move you in that direction. We all need truth-tell­
ers in our lives, even though it might.rbe a little painful to 
hear. 

Finally, consider using the Christian Web site e­
harmony.com. Designed by Christian psychologist Neil 
Clark Warren, this site is based on a personality inventory 
that analyzes dozens of the most important areas of com- -
patibility. Warren and his staff scientifically exa1:p.ine areas 
of commonality especially in the area of values. 

A biblical look at mate selection would include a study 
of love stories such as Ruth and Boaz, and Issac and Re­
becca. Spend time discussing this subject with a trusted 
mentor, pastor, spiritual director or pastoral counselor with 
whom you can clarify your values and goals. Look at this as 
embarking on the exciting journey of finding a companion 
for life. This process can bear the good fruit of introducing 
you to someone with whom you could happily serve God as 
your life companion all the rest of your days.-James Stillwell 

Family Forum writers are: 
David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist 

Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org . . 
Jon Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at 

Campbellsville University. E-mail: jrainbow@campbellsville.edu. 
James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church 

in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex.org. 
Scott Wigginton, director of LifeCare Counseling at Walnut Street 

Baptist Church in Louisville. E-mail: swigginton@sbts.edu. 
Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 
43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net. 
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A call to be 'totally dependent on Christ' 
During more than a decade covering Southern 

Baptist Convention Executive Committee meetings 
as a state Baptist paper. editor, I found last week's 
two-day gathering in Nashville to be one of the most 
eventful meetings of that group I have ever attended. 

Obviously, the deliberations of the SBC's 
executive body generally aren't overly stimu­
lating, with most business focusing on bud­
get allocations, administrative policies and 
similar items. 

Last week, however, the agenda included 
voting to recommend severing a 99-year­
relationshi p with the Baptist World Alli­
ance and a two-hour discussion about New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary's 
response to charter changes proposed by the 
Executive Committee. 

of Baptist polity. Should the SBC Executive Commit­
tee seek to pressure another Baptist entity to comply 
with its requests? Are national Baptist entities orga­
nizationally autonomous or is structural hierarchy 
creeping into SBC life? Once again, the issue likely 

will be resolved on the floor of the conven­
tion by SBC messengers. 

Graham's suggestion for an SBC name 
change study has both pluses and minuses. 
While a 1999 study found "no compelling 
rationale" for a name change, Graham is 
right that the issue deserves another look 
"if it will help us connect with culture and 
communicate the gospel." 

More troubling, however, is Graham's 
suggestion that "we are a global network 
of churches." While Southern Baptists work 

Other issues included a call by SBC 
President Jack Graham to study changing 1i . ·n, d in cooperation with Baptist groups around 

rennts en erson the world, the SBC Constitution specifies 
the convention's name and a report by SBC 
Executive Committee President Morris Chapman 
promoting evangelistic opportunities in conjunction 
with the release of Mel Gibson's "The Passion of the 
Christ." A bonus during the meeting was a brief re­
port by Kentucky Baptist Convention Executive Direc­
tor Bill Mackey about current ministry efforts in the 
Bluegrass State. 

that the SBC is "a general organization for 
Baptists in the United States and its territories." The 
SBC is historically, geographically and culturally a 
national denomination-and that is as it should be. 

Why should Kentucky Baptists be interested in 
the Executive Committee's various business items? 
Because of the potential long-term impact of each 
major decision. 

While partnering with Baptists around the globe, 
there is no need for the SBC to export its denomi­
national structure or traditions to other cultural 
settings. Rather, we should respect, value and learn 
from our international Baptist brothers and _sisters. 
That is especially significant as the SBC considers 
dropping its BWA affiliation. 

Chapman's focus on "The Passion" was timely and 
refreshing. Noting that the movie will teach people 
what Jesus did, Chapman added, "We must teach 
them why He did it." Hopefully, churches through­
out Kentucky and the nation will take advantage of 
the opportunity to use the movie as an evangelistic 
outreach tool. 

The BWA issue has been a major topic of discussion 
in Baptist life in recent months. SBC officials claim 
the BWA has-experienced "an increasing influence 
of positions contrary to the New Testament and to 
Baptist doctrines." BWA leaders have strongly denied 
those charges, describing them as inaccurate gener­
alities. 

Regardless of which side is right. Chapman is cor­
rect that Southern Baptists "have the voluntary right 
to withdraw just as we have the voluntary right to 
engage:· While I believe it is a mistake for the SBC to 
abandon its historic relationship with the BWA and 
disrupt global Baptist unity, the final decision w,ill 
be made by SBC messengers in June. Hopefully, each 
messenger will carefully study the issue, pray and 
seek God's will. 

Mackey's enthusiastic report about Kentucky 
Baptist ministry was a highlight. Citing God at 
work through ministry centers in Eastern Kentucky, 
church growth, collegiate ministry and other efforts, 
he told Executive Committee members. "We're totally 
dependent on Christ. I see God at work through spiri­
tual vitality and work in our state." 

The New Orleans Seminary issue, while not as far­
reaching as the BWA debate, does relate to the topic 

Last week's meeting was a reminder of both the 
challenges and opportunities Southern Baptists face. 
May SBC leaders, convention messengers and grass­
roots members be "totally dependent on Christ" as we 
seek God's will and direction. 

'The Passion of the Christ': a work of art 
By Phil Boatwright 

Thousand Oaks, Calif. (BP)-Ever 
since Cecil B. DeMille's 1927 ver­
sion of "King of Kings," Hollywood 
has relied on the greatest story ever 
told to add to studio coffers. But 
how does an actor portray a person­
age that is both man and God? It 
hasn't been _successfully done. 

Deschannel's superb Baroque-like 
cinematography, a potent score by 
John Debney and Jim Caviezel's sin­
cere and muted performance, Gib­
son brings a mood and sensitivity 
never before captured when telling 
the story of Christ. 

One scene stands out as not only 
technically impressive, but emo­

That is, until Mel 
Gibson came forth. Di­
rector Gibson and actor 

FIRST PERSON 
tionally electrifying. 
I will merely give you 
a heads-up. The end 

Jim Caviezel. as Jesus, have given 
moviegoers a work of art in "The 
Passion of The Christ." which opens 
nationwide Feb. 25. 

Perhaps the reason for the suc­
cess of this production is that the 
film examines what Jesus as man 
undertook on our behalf. Make no 
mistake, Gibson's Jesus is the Son 
of God, the Savior of the world. But 
Gibson's purpose here is to detail 
the final 12 hours of Christ's life, 
when mankind was allowed to de­
stroy His human life in order that 
we might have an eternal one. 

It is certainly a director's film. 
and Mel Gibson manages the be­
hind-the-camera job impeccably. 
He orchestrates the proceedings 
with a deliberate slow pace in or­
der to add tension. Aided by Caleb 

of Christ's journey at Golgotha is 
seen from above. the camera pull­
ing back, revealing the momentary 
blealmess of earth. when suddenly 
.. , well, what happens just before 
the earthquake is artistically . origi­
nal and spiritually truthful. It is a 
great movie moment. 

"The Passion" is justly rated R 
for its graphic depiction of beat­
ing-s, the crucifixion and perhaps 
the most believable death scene 
ever to be placed on screen." But 
Gipson wisely cuts to past moments 
in Christ's life to help us cope with 
the brutality. 

"The Passion of the Christ" is 
meant to shock, unnerve and clar­
ify the ordeal of Christ's sacrifice. It 
is not a movie one sees, then goes 
out for pizza. And it is unsuitable 

for children or immature teens. 
Gibson retells the event with a 

breathtaking realism that is wisely 
used to reveal Christ's purpose. For 
surely no man would go through 
this ordeal unless armed with the 
strength of love and the knowledge 
of who He is . 

I expect that ever since man first 
drew etchings on cave walls, every 
artistic endeavor has been debated. 
Since ancient times, artis_ts have 
used their craft to entertain. mo­
tivate, educate and persuade. But 
ultimately, the purpose of art is to 
uplift the spirit of man. Gibson has 
used his art form to help those who 
only !mow the name Jesus as an 
expletive to understand the nobil­
"ity of Christ and the passion of God. 
This Passion stirs the soul. 

The New Testament makes it 
clear that Christ came to die for 
the entire world and that all men 
placed Him on that cross. He, who 
was without sin. made the ultimate 
sacrifice by taking on the sins of all 
people-. Gibson's film. while show­
ing the physical horrors Christ 
endured, is not really about what 
mankind did to Him, but about 
what He did for us. 
Phil Boatwright reviews films from a 
Christian perspective on the Web site 
www.moviereporter.com 
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Missionaries:· Answer God's call now 
New York Baptist leader Quinn Pugh dead at 74. R. Quinn Pugh 
Sr., who served as executive director ofthe Baptist Conven­
tion of New York for 12 years before retiring in 1996, died 
Feb: 13 following heart surgery at a Savannah; Ga., hos­
pital. He was 74. Before going to work for the New York 
convention, Pugh led the Metropolitan New York ~ap­
tist Association from 1979-84 in expanding its ministry 
throughout the diverse population of New York City. Pugh 
previously was pastor of churches in Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Georgia, New Jersey and Maryland. 

FamilyNet to integrate Fox News in programming. FamilyNet, 
the television broadcast subsidiary of the North American 
Mission Board, will integrate Fox News Channel reports in 
its regular programming as part of a three-year strategic 
alliance witli the network. The relationsh,ip, announced 
Feb. 12, gives FamilyNet access to 170,000 stories per year 
fed through Fox:s NewsEdge service. • 

IMB's Avery Willis . honored .. International Mission Board 
trustees ·recently h9nored Avery Willis, senior vice pres­
ident ofoverseas operations, as a visionary servant lead­
er in celebrating his retirement from 25 years of missions. 
ary .service. "D!Jring.,histenure, the board has sent,. out,' 
trained, equipped arid nurtured moi::ethan 7,600·new mis­
sionaries;" IMB .President:Jerry Ra_nkin said, Willis said he · • 
will continue .a writing'and teac)ling ministry. ''This isn't 
aretirerrient; it's a retirement," he said. 'Tmjust quitting 

• my day job so L~an go s~~e th_e Lord in mi?
1
ist;f' 

Registration op611s·fof S~C ~hildc~re, ,childr@~'·~··youJh. R;gis-
• tr<!tion is no'\;\", opeiifo_r fafnjli_~s whpvyI~.h ,to ,¾iroU their 
children in th_e pr~sc~oqFi:~ildca~e,tM.childfeh's c01:ifer: 

.• ence or th~ YClU!ll 'Cir1t{ifugflrorµ Jun~c!;3·16:in'conjonc-
• tio1:i'with,. tl!e·:~oµJhel;n,:S~~ti,~t .Coqye11tiqn,aringal.01~et'., 
• ing in Inc,tia11apoµ~; .F<!L i11fqtmation, '\jsit www.sqC:.net 
and click Ori /',2004,?~C li.nnual ·fyf~eting'Pre-Registrati6n,: 
Inforniation al~b is ~va,U,al,)le by\vriting tq SBC ChildS~re; 
Saridy Osbor11e; Ball'1/in BaP,fistCh~rch, 15101 ~fanfhe.ster 
Road; BallWin, MO 63011. '' · · ·• . . •• 

By Mark Kelly 
SBC International Mission Board 

Richmond, Va. (BPf-The earth 
teems with people who are hope­
lessly lost without Christ, and Chris­
tians must obey God's call to mis­
sions now because time is running 
short, several new missionaries told 
an audience at a recent appoint­
ment service in Richmond, Va. 

The new workers were among 57 
new Southern Baptist missionaries 
who shared how God called them to 
overseas service. 

"My first volunteer mission trip 
was to a small community in Mex­
ico," said one new worker who will 
be serving with her family in East 
Asia. "On a crowded, dusty and . 
dirty street, God revealed to me 
the hopelessness of those without 
Christ. I knew then God was call­
ing me to share His hope with the 
lost." 

Her husband said he was in- • 
fluenced by a conference where a 
speaker spoke of the necessity of 
missions. 

"The final speaker spoke of the 
nations, and the Spirit grabbed my 
heart," he said. "My life changed in 
an instant as I realized my time on 
earth was short, and the lost were 
dying every day." 
. Another couple said their life 

plans were changed by the 9/11 ter­
ror attacks. 

"On Sept. 11, 2001, I was in 
a board meeting in downtown 
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PAUSING TO PRAY The International 
Mission Board's 57 newly appointed 
missionaries join in a time of prayer 
during a Feb. 3 service at Bethany Place 
Baptist Church in Richmond, Va. (BP 
photo by Bill Bangham) 

Manhattan when the world was 
changed forever, and so were our 
lives and plans," the husband said. 

His wife added: "From the afflu­
ence of the Pacific Northwest to the 
poverty of unreached Asia, God has 
taken us from defiance to compli­
ance, through reliance on Him." 

Obeying God's call isn't always 
easy, but understanding how His 
heart breaks for the lost makes it 
easier, other new missionaries said. 

"When I accepted Christ, I told 
God I would do anything except 
preach or be a missionary," said 
Chris Hortin of McLeansboro, Ill., 
who will serve with his family 
among Romanian people in Eastern 
Europe. "I said, 'I won't.' I said, 'I 
can't.' I said, 'I'll try.' I said, 'Lwill.' 
He must increase, I must decrease.'' 

Speaking to the last group of 
missionaries appointed before his 

retirement, 1MB Senior Vice Pres­
ident Avery Willis urged the new 
missionaries to remember that 
the way they live out the gospel is 
what people will remember, not 
the words they speak or even specif­
ic deeds they perform . 

"When I first began pastoring, I 
figured out pretty quickly that peo­
ple don't remember your sermons 
very long," Willis said. "In fact, 
when they talked about the preced­
ing pastors, they never mentioned 
their sermons. Mainly they men­
tioned a life message. What was 
left was not words or even specific 
deeds but a life message. 

"The apostle Paul went into Asia 
with this deep burden and love 
for the people, and there's noth­
ing that will replace that," he add­
ed. "People will hear that message 
when you can't even speak their 
language. They can see and feel and 
sense your love." 

The missionary's ministry is not 
his or her own life but multiplying 
Christ's-life into the hearts of oth­

. ers. Willis added. 
"In Acts 20, Paul said he didn't 

consider his own life as worth any­
thing except to proclaim the gospel 
of God's grace," Willis said. "You 
will do many other good things, 
but the ministry you go to do is to 
tell people that repentance toward 
God and faith toward our Lord Je­
sus Christ is the way to get into 
heaven." . • 

churches are involved in 
the Churc;.b Annuity Plan? 

s yours . 
This retirement plan for Southern Baptist ministers and 

church employees provides eligible participants with: 

• $500 per month, no-cost disability benefit. 

• 

• 

Up to $100,000 no-cost survivor benefit. 

$210 per year matching retirement contribution.v-. ? 
~ v, . .J. .., • 

j 

Don't let those who serve your church miss out on 

these valuable features. Contact the Annuity Board for 

additional details. 

1-800-262-0511 www.absbc.org 
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Fighting Internet porn 
Pastors, author: Evangelicals 
must get serious about 
addressing 'dirty little secret' 
By Beau Black 
Religion News Service . 

Fort Worth, Texas (RNS)~Tm ~ 

guy, and I'm supposed to look at 
porn, right?" 

That question, said author Hen­
ry Rogers, sums up America's atti­
tude toward pornography. 

Pornography is a multibillion-
dollar industry and widely avail­
able via the Internet-no longer just 
a dirty little secret 

More surprising, however, is that 
evangelical churches, who over the 
past decades have led the public 
policy crusade against indecency, 
are slowly starting to admit there 
is widespread use of pornography 
among men in their own pews. 

Between 40 percent and 70 per­
cent of evangelical Christian men 
admit they struggle with pornogra­
phy, said Rogers , a corporate chap­
lain who records his_ own experi­
ence in his book, "TI1e Silent War." 

In Kentucky, Guy Futral said he 
knows of at least six pastors and 
staff who were fired from Kentucky . 
Baptist churches because they were 
discovered to have been visiting In­
ternet porn sites. 

"Probably more than that were 
quietly let go for the same reason," 
said Futral , leader of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention's leadership de­
velopment team 

Among all Kentucky Baptists (not 
just pastors and staff), the numbers 
probably follow those found by Rog­
ers, Futral added . "Baptists, as a 
group, usually follow fairly closely, 
the trends in society." 

Epedimic proportions? 
Rogers and other like-minded 

experts say pornography addiction 
has become a problem of epidemic 
proportions, one that divides men 
from family and faith. 

It is a tricky problem to ad­
dress. 

"The devil loves a secret," said 
Al Meredith, pastor of Wedgwood 
Baptist Church in Fort Worth, Tex­
as. "You don't have to go down to 
an adult store now and risk being 
seen in the parking lot" when it's 
readily available on the Internet at 
the office or at home. 

Unlike eating disorders or sub­
stance addiction, pornography and 
sexual addiction still bear a stigma 
that years of Oprah-ization have 
drained from other behaviors. 
Many pastors decline to prbch on 
lust, much less pornography. 

Now, because of the spread of 
Internet pornography and studies 
indicating the number of men who 
look at it, churches like Wedgwood 
and McLean (Va.) Bible near Wash­
ington, D.C., along with Promise 

Keepers and the college-targeted 
Passion ministry, are wading into 
battle, speaking out against por­
nography and launching counsel­
ing and support groups to help 
those who struggle with it. 

While some secular experts 
question whether pornography is 
a problem at all, Christians gen­
erally understand it to be sin, said 
Eddie Traughber, a Garland, Texas, 
counselor at Austin Street Church 
of Christ. 

Scripture clearly condemns por­
nography, he said. "According to 
what Jesus says, if you look lustful­
ly at a woman, you've committed 
adultery in your heart." 

Viewing pornography can have 
the same addictive effect on brain 
chemistry that alcohol or drugs 
do, Rogers added. "It satisfies for a 
season, but you want more. It's the 
same with alcohol." 

Rogers said he has observed 
the effect of pornography on the 
marriages of men he's counseled. 
"Your wife won't compete with 
pornography. The woman on-line 
will do whatever I want, and my 
wife won't do that," he said. "Noth­
ing cuts at the heart of a woman 
more than finding out her hus­
band isn't satisfied with her." 

And men aren't the only ones 
falling into the trap. 

• 

Shannon Ethridge, author of 
"Every Woman's Battle," recalled 
a recent survey of Today's Chris­
tian Woman magazine readers. Of 
the conservative Christian respon­
dents, 34 percent admitted to ac­
cessing visual porn on the Internet. 
"I think women are finally saying, 
'Hey, I'm not the only one."' 

From activity to addiction 
How does viewing pornogra­

phy turn into an addiction? Colo­
rado Springs-based counselor Doug 
Weiss identified some warning 
signs: thoughts preoccupied with 
pornography, spending more time 
with it than you want to, losing in­
terest in other activities, and prom­
ising to stop but repeatedly failing. 

Finding someone to open up to 
is a crucial first step in overcom­
ing pornography as an addiction, 

• Traughber said. 
Whether it's a couns·elor, pastor 

or friend, confessing sins is a bibli­
cal and psychological imperative. 

Next, he said, "you have to be 
willing to perform a 'radical ampu­
tation '-getting rid of the Internet, 
using a filter, getting rid of maga­
zines, not going to certain parts of 
town" to begin to break the addic­
tive cycle. 

Weiss urges churches "number 
one, get out of denial." Second, he 
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said, pastors must talk about por­
nography from the pulpit, admit­
ting their own struggles. Rogers 
said he looks forward to the day 
when pastors don't call the "porn 
guy" to come speak but deal with 
it themselves. Finally, Weiss encour­
ages churches to "pick a leader and 
start a (support) group." 

Dave Brown, men's pastor at 
McLean Bible Church, said that 
aside from offering counseling 
and encouraging accountability, 
his group's approach involves refo­
cusing men on "what biblical man­
hood is" including "the unique 
responsibilities God has given 
them in their families, marriages, 
churches and communities." 

"All ofus struggle with sin," said 
Meredith. "The only one who gains 
from (keeping it secret) is the dev­
il. All of us have the idea that 'if 
anyone knew what I struggle, with 
they'd throw me out of here."' 

Ethridge points to the Bible for 
inspiration. "There's always that 
feeling that no one will under­
stand," she said. 

"But it goes back to Scripture, 
that no temptation has seized you 
except what is common to man. 
There's nothing new under the 
sun." • 
With additional reporting by News Director 
David Winfrey 

One Kentucky 
Baptist leader 
knows of at least 
six pastors and 
staff fired from 
churches because 
they were visiting 
Internet porn sites. 
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Scholarshi~ Reci~ients scholarships to 
our Kentucky 

Baptist colleges! 

Cum eran Co e e 
Nicholas 

I 
Jessica 

i 
Bradley 

Adams, Gevedon, Shielt!s, 
Danville, Beattyville, Barbourville, 
Gethsemane Stone Coal Swan Pond 
Baptist Church Baptist Church Baptist Church 

Donald Atha, 

I 
Justin Hollen, ■ Laura Sivado, 

Frankfort, Manchester, Louisville, 
Forks of Elkhorn Manchester Hillsdale Baptist 
Baptist Church Baptist Church Church 

. 

Lindsey Beil, ■ Zachary Koontz, ■-• Tammy 
Florence, Monticello, Y • • .-._ _ Sizemore,· 
Florence Baptist Oak Grove Baptist {. Jr . Pineville, 
Church Church • > Riverside Baptist 

Church -
Daniel G. Brooks, ■ Simon Louallen, ■ Sara Straub, 
Louisville, Burnett Avenue Harrodsburg, rr;;, Florence, 
Baptist Church Fellowship Baptist •·-:;'· ,• :, Florence Baptist 

______ Church ._ - __ Church 
Charles N. 
Brown, 
London, ■ Regina Lichliter, ■ Christina Swiss Colony Corbin, Taylor, 
Baptist Church Frankfort Baptist Bowling Green, 

Church Oakland Baptist 
Stephanie Bush, Church 
Williamsburg, 
Faith Baptist 

-

Chris Neal, 

I 
Christopher 

Church Barbourville, Troxell, 
First Baptist Pine Knot, 
Church Hill Top 

Rollie Casson, --· Missionary • .. 

Burlington, Baptist Church 
Burlington Baptist - Jeffrey Rains, 
Church , Woodbine 

I 
Cai/en 

Brittany 
Chidester, 
Lexington, 
Lexington Avenue 
?aptist Church 

Kalie Edwards, 
Summersville, 
Aetna Grove 
Baptist Church 

Jacob Floyd, 
London, 
Sinking Creek 
Baptist Church 

I 

First Baptist 
Church ••• 

■ James Roaden, 
Corbin, 
Bacon Creek 

lilL~ 
Baptist Church 

-

David Sawyer, 
Lawrenceburg, 
Hope Community 
Church 

Wattenbarger, 
London, 
Mt. Olivet Baptist 
Church 

• 

Daniel Woods, 
Russellville 
Post Oak Baptist 
Church 

Jessica A. Yeager, 
Barbourville, 
River Baptist Church 

P. 0. Box 43433, 
Louisville, KY 40253-0433 
502-245-4101 or 

VENT/ON Toll Free: 800-266-6477 

Visit our Web site at: www.kybaptist.org 

Cam e svi e Universit 1 
Brandon Boone, Hodgenville, Shad Lacefield, Guston, Kristen Phillips, 
First Baptist Church Open Door Baptist Church Lawrenceburg, 

Elizabeth Brown, Krista Mann, Campbellsville, 
First Baptist Church 

Bowling Green, Palestine Baptist Church Rachel Raney, Morganfield, 
Living Hope Baptist Church 

Charles McKenna, 
First Baptist Church 

Jeremiah Burdon, Whitesville, Versailles, Andrea Saltsman, 
Whitesville Baptist Church Sand Spring Baptist Church Smiths Grove, 

Micah Droshal, Brandenburg, Jonathan Messick, 
Smiths Grove Baptist Church . 

Stithton Baptist Church Madisonville, Victoria Stearman, 

Savannah Greenert, 
Hanson Baptist Church Campbellsville, 

Louisville, Jessica Murphree, 
CampbellsvilleBaptist Church 

Maple Grove Baptist Church Hardinsburg, Debbie Stogner, Owensboro, 

Amanda Harness, Lancaster, 
New Clover Creek Baptist Yellow Creek Baptist Church 

Forks of Dix River Baptist 
Church 

Shelli Templeman, 
Church Mark Neighbors, Princeton, Munfordville, 

John Honeycutt, -Somerset, 
Fairview Baptist Church Shady Grove Baptist Church 

First Baptist Church Sarah Newton, Tiffany Thompson, 

Molly Hubbard, 
Campbellsville, Munfordville, 

Campbellsville, 
Campbellsville -Baptist Church Horse Cave Baptist Church 

Campbellsville Baptist Church Alison O'Bryan, Owensboro, Amy Woodward, 

Carl Kinne, Jr., Lawrenceburg, 
Walnut Memorial Baptist Harrodsburg, 

Hope Community Church 
Church Burgin Baptist Church 

Matthew Page, Lexington, 
Porter Memorial Church 

Geor etown Co e e 
Lindsey Adams, Richmond, Ashley Clark, Paris, Jon Myers, Mayfield, 
Red House Baptist First Baptist Church Trace Creek Baptist Church 

Marcus Adams, Ashland, Chelsea Clarke, Walton, Kelsie Nabb, Guthrie, 
FBC Cannonsburg First Baptist Church Guthrie Baptist Church 

Laura Ashby, Owensboro, Jason Colliver, Nicholasville, Daren Neel, Russellville, 
Bellevue Baptist Church Central Baptist Church Eastwood Baptist Church 

Elizabeth Beasley, Rebekah Crace, Glasgow, Magen Niece, Burlington, 
Shepherdsville, Calvery Baptist Church Burlington Baptist Church 
first Baptist Church 

Artisha Gatewood, Laura Tabor, Georgetown, 
Brian Belva, Hopkinsville, Frankfort, Georgetown Baptist Church 
Second Baptist Church Millersburg Baptist Church 

Nicholas Taylor, Versailles, 
Sarah Blackwell, Frankfort, Jordan Heflin, Livermore, Midway Baptist Church 
Thornhill Bapitst Church Buck Creek Baptist Church 

Stephanie True, 
Justin Bobbitt, Paris, Heather Howe, Maysville, Highland Heights, 
Central Baptist Church Central Baptist Church FBC Fort Thomas 

Jennifer Bolton, Island, Mary Catherine Kendall; Christopher Wagner, 
Buck Creek Baptist Cynthiana, Richmond, 

Adam Brown, Richmond, 
Pleasant Green Baptist Church Red House Baptist Church 

Union City Baptist Emily Moermond, 

~TIVE 
Fort Thomas, 
Burlington Baptist Church ~,vPROGRAM 

Is a student in your church eligible for a scholarship? 
• Student must be a member of a cooperating Kentucky Baptist Church. 

• Student must have been a Kentucky resident for at least 
one year prior to application. 

• Student must be a full-time freshman enrolled at Campbellsville 
University, Cumberland College or Georgetown College. Applications 
are processed through the schools. 
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Foundation head cites obstaces to church ·endowments 
By David Winfrey 
News Director 

Louisville - A perpetual negative 
attitude toward fundraising is one 
of three obstacles church leaders 
must overcome to get members to 
consider including their churches 
in their wills, according to Ken­
tucky Baptist Foundation President 
Barry Allen. 

"Neither the pastor nor the 
congregation look with favor on 
the 'annual' stewardship sermon," 
Allen noted. 

Instead, church leaders should 
develop a year-round strategy to 
make stewardship (not fundrais­
ing) a regular part of discipleship, 
he said. 

Brochures, newsletter articles 

and occasional seminars through­
out the year will educate members 
about estate planning options, Al­
len noted. 

The Kentucky Baptist Foundation 
has a host of resources for such edu­
cation campaigns, he added. "We 
can offer something there because 
we have nothing to sell and we're 
not trying to twist anybody's arm." 

Two other hurdles for churches 
to overcome, he said, are: 

Philosophical obstacles. Some 
church leaders contend that . em­
phasizing "legacy gifts" will hurt 
the ongoing giving to support the 
church budget. 

But "the money that a person 
gives for this is not the same money 
they give through the offering 

plate," Allen said. 
Sometimes church leaders fear 

the congregation might stop giv­
ing ifit relies on an endowment for 
monetary needs. 

"The image is a church that has 
money but no mission," he said. 

But endowments are for projects 
over and above the regular operat­
ing budget, Allen insisted. 

Pulpit timidity. -Many pastors are 
reluctant to promote endowment 
giving because they are untrained 
about the topic. 

"Many pastors are more comfort­
able asking for money that will be 
used immediately to relieve human 
needs and letting providence pro­
vide for the long term," Allen said. 

Allen points to the Kentucky 

Baptist Foundation's estate-plan­
ning services, seminars and printed 
materials to help a pastor or com­
mittee promote such a program. • 

An endowment should not be 
the sole responsibility of the pastor, 
he added. "You· need a group in the 
church who has the specific assign­
ment of keeping this matter before 
the church on a regular basis." 

In addition to public education 
and appeals, Allen recommends 
that pastors and other respected 
church leaders take the initiative 
to have private conversations with 
people to challenge them to include 
their churches with other charities 
in their wills. 

"If you don't ask for it and get it, 
somebody else will." 

Too many churches unwilling to ask for will donations, Allen says 
Continued from page 1 

In the Salvation Army's western 
territory alone, 25 representatives 
travel 13 states, meeting with po­
tential and established donors . Sal­
vation Army officials say they ap­
ply no pressure to give, they're just 
there to help. 

But most donors get the hint. 
"For more than 20 years, we've 

been writing wills and estates and 
legacies," said Hood. "We saw that 
a long time ago as a source of the 
cash security we would need. We've 
done that as well as anybody." 

Kroc, widow of McDonald's 
founder Ray Kroc and former own-

er of the San Diego Padres, did not 
meet with Salvation Army estate 
planners. But the evangelical Chris­
tian charity-described by manage­
ment guru Peter Drucker as "the 
most effective organization in the 
United States"-gave her something 
better than advice, a cause she 
wholeheartedly trusted. 

A worthwhile cause 
In the mid-1990s, 'Kroc present­

ed the Salvation Army an ambi­
tious idea: the creation of a com­
munity center extraordinaire in 
San Diego, which she would par­
tially fund with a gift of more than 

The Kentucky Baptist Convention in cooperation with 
the North American Missie~ Board presents 

MSC Basic Training 
March 12-13 

in Louisville, KY 

1 :30 pm Friday- 5:00 pm Saturday 
Kentucky Baptist Convention building 

~"~ a~• 
~ 

Basic Training is for mIssIon minded adults 
seeking greater fulfillment in ministry and Mission 
Service.Corps missionaries and candidates. 

Participants will 
• Experience personal and spiritual growth 
• Gain greater awareness of ministry 

opportunities 
• Develop a vision for personal ministry 
• Learn how to use their SHAPE in ministry 
• Meet new friends with a shared passion for 

missions 
• Understand Mission Service Corps and its role 

in missions 

Cost is $10 and includes materials, lunch, and 
evening meal. Reservations must be made by 

Wednesday, March 3rd at 1-888-263-5080 · 
or www:kybaptist.org/msc 

Basic Training is a time of 
Information and Inspiration! 

$80 million. 
Allen said churches, too, have 

causes their members can believe 
in and will want to support through 
bequests in their wills. 

Benevolence gifts should expand 
church ministries, not take the 
place of tithes and offerings for reg­
ular church budgets, he added. 

"Legacy gifts should be used 
to enhance the ministry of the 
church," he said. "It's got to be 
looked at as over and above." 

Allen added that members mak­
ing bequests already are making a 
distinction with their dollars. 

"The money that a person gives 
for this (bequests) is not the same 
money they give through the offer­
ing plate," he said. 

Allen argues that churches 
should explore bequest-funded en­
dowment options for both practical 
and theological reasons. 

"One of my convictions is that 
every adult Christian should have a 
Christian estate plan," he said. 

Theologically, Allen points to 
Proverbs 3:9-10, which instructs 
people to "Honor the Lord with thy 
substance" (King James Version). 

"My interpretation of that, the 
• word 'substance' is 'everything,"' 
Allen said, including life insurance, 
appreciated savings and growth on 
retirement accounts. "Those are all 
resources for which a tithe is appro-

·,; ~, 
fi 

Ever 
colu 

priate. But again, most people don't 
think about that." 

Practically, Allen said, such gifts 
can help churches offer scholar­
ships, launch- benevolence minis­
tries or involve more members in 
mission trips . 

"It makes it possible for church­
es to be involved in ministry oppor­
tunities that they otherwise would 
never be able to do," he said. 

A scholarship fund in Danville 
At Calvary Baptist Church in 

Danville, interest from the church 
endowment funds scholarships for 
members entering college. 

"Every little bit helps when you 
start getting books and whatever 
necessities they've got to have for 
their school," said George Teater, 
chairman of the church's wills and 
trusts committee. 

Last year, the church gave ap­
proximately $2,000 to eight stu­
dents, Teater noted. 

The church regularly promotes 
the fund among members through 
the church newsletter and bulle­
tins. Many members have embraced 
the opportunity to contribute 
through their estates, he added. 

"Most everybody is receptive to 
education." 
Compiled from reporting by News Director 
David Winfrey and Mark O'Keefe for Religion 
News Service 
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"If you don't ask 
for it and get it, 
somebody else 
will." 
Kentucky Baptist 
Foundation President 
Barry Allen 
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Now playing 
"The Passion of 

the Christ" will be 
playing in at least 49 
theaters throughout the 
commonwealth, including: 
Ashland: Town Cinema 10 
Bardstown: Keystone 

Cinema 
Bowling Green: Great 

Escape 12 
Campbellsville: Green 

River 
Central City: Cine 3 
Corbin: Cinema 
Danville: Cinema 4 
Elizabethtown: Movie 

Palace 6 
Erlanger: Erlanger 9 

Florence: Florence 
Cinemas 

Frankfort: Franklin Square 
Cinema 

Georgetown: TheatreJ of 
Georgetown 

Glasgow: Highland 7 
Cinema 

Goode: Southside Cinema 
4 

Hardinsburg: Ford 
Theatres Countryside 
Cinema 

Harlan: Cinema 4 
Hartford: Mall Cinema 
Hazard: Cinema; Hillside 

Theatre 
Hopkinsville: Martin Five 
Inez: Main Street Cinemas 
LaGrange: Oldham 8 
Lexington: Hamburg 

Pavilion 16; Kentucky 
Theatre; Lexington 
Green Movies B;. 
Movies 10 

London: Regency Cinema 
Louisville: Dixie Dozen 

Cinemas; Showcase 
Cinemas, Louisville; 
Showcase Cinemas 
Stonybrook; Tinseltown 
19 

Madisonville: Martin Four 
• Maysville: Cinema 4 • 

Middlesboro: Cinema 4 
Mt. Sterling: 10th Frame 
Murray: Cheri 
Newport: AMB Newport on 

the Levee 20 
Owensboro: Ma/co Cinema 

12 
Paducah: Kentucky Oaks 

12 
Paintsville: Movies 

Cinema 3 
Pikeville: Riverfi/1 10 
Preston burg: · Strand 
Princeton: Capitol 

Cinemas 
Richmond: Richmond Mall 

Cinema 8 

Russell Springs:. Key Twin 
Somerset: Showplace 
Wilder: Great Escape 14 
Williamsburg: Movies 5 
Winchester: Movies 9 

Source: www. thepassion 
ofthechrist.com 

The why behind the what 
Christians must be 
ready to explain 
what it all means, 
leaders insist 
By Trennis Henderson & Greg Warner 
Editor & Associated Baptist Press 

Nashville (ABP)-While Mel Gib­
son's "The Passion of the Christ" 
will graphically show movie audi­
ences the sacrifice Jesus made on 
the cross, it's up to Christians to ex­
plain why Jesus went through the 
pain of the cross, Christian lead­
ers say. 

"The film will teach them what 
Jesus did," said Morris Chapman, 
president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention Executive Committee, 
in a written advisory to church­
es. "We must teach them why He 
did it." 

Steve Pate, a Baptist leader in 
Denton, Texas, predicted the film 
will spark a pilgrimage. to Ameri­
ca's churches like what happened 
after terrorist attacks in 2001. 

"People came to our church­
es in droves after 9/11, and they 
didn't get the answers to their ques­
tions. and they're not there now, " 
lamented Pate, associate director 
of missions for Denton Baptist As­
sociation. "If we don 't get them 
this time, we may not get anoth­
er chance, because they are going 

, 1 to stop thinking of the church as 
a place where answers to life's hard 
questions can be found." 

In an hour-long interview on 
ABC's "Primetime," Gibson ac­
knowledged the movie covers only 
the last hours of Jesus' life. giving 
viewers an incomplete record of his 
life and message. But he said the 
movie is an accurate account and 
the one he felt inspired to make. 

Adult help urged for young viewers 
The film, released this week, is 

rated R for violence. Some view­
ers say it is shocking or even "un­
watchable" because of the brutal­
ity of the crucifixion. 

"I have to say that my heart was 
stirred to the very core," Chapman 
told members of the Executive 

Committee Feb. 16. 
SBC President Jack Graham add­

ed, "You'll never get closer to the 
cross this side of heaven" than by 
watching Gibson's movie. "You 
can't watch it and stay the same." 

Pate cautioned youth ministers 
who take their young people to get 
parents' permission and provide 
time for discussion after viewing 
the film. "Tuey are going to need 
to talk about what they have seen," 
he said. 

"To see this film is a life-chang­
ing event," Pate added. "I will nev­
er approach the cross the same 
way. See this film, and you will 
never approach the Lord's Supper 
the same way. You can't. It's impos­
sible." • 

Early criticism of "The Passion," 
even before filming began, leveled 
charges of anti-Semitism against 
Gibson. 

Jewish critics have since said 
that Gibson, though not himself 
anti-Semitic, would inspire anti­
Jewish feelings with the film. 

In interviews with Newsweek 

and "ABC Primetime," Gibson said 
the film does not blame Jews as a 
group. "We're all culpable. I don't 
want to lynch any Jews . ... I love 
them. I pray for them." 

In fact, Gibson's sole appear­
ance in the film is his hand hold­
ing a spike being driven during the 
crucifixion. Gibson said he shot 
that scene to symbolize that every­
one, himself included, is responsi-

. ble for Jesus' death. 

Jewish defenders 
Meanwhile, Jewish film critic 

Michael Medved, a frequent and 
respected critic of Hollywood, 
warned fellow Jews they were miss­
ing the point. "The organized Jew­
ish community and its allies in in­
terfaith dialogue may not welcome 
'Passion,"' he said, "but overreac­
tion will provoke far more anti­
Semitism than the movie itself." 

Rabbi Daniel Lapin agreed, say­
ing Jewish opponents of the film 
"have inflicted lasting harm." 

"By selectively unleashing their 
fury on wholesome entertainment 

that depicts Christianity in a posi­
tive light, they have triggered an­
ger, hurt and resentment," said 
Lapin, president of Toward Tradi­
tion, an organization that seeks to 
build bridges between Christians 
and Jews. 

Chapman acknowledged Gib­
son's conservative Catholic be­
liefs but said those views, everi if 
wrong, do not keep people from 
seeing a true picture of Jesus in 
the movie. Chapman quoted an­
other Executive Committee staff 
member who said God can use 
"those who are theologically defi­
cient to effectively accomplish his 
purposes." 

Frank Ruff, the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops' field represen­
tative to the SBC, declined to take 
issue with the view of Catholics as 
"theologically deficient." 

Ruff said films like "The Pas­
sion" are "our 21st century stained­
glass windows. It makes more of an 
impact than just words." 
With additional reporting by George Henson 
of the Texas Baptist Standard 

Actor Caviezel knows firsthand burden of carrying one's cross 
By Laura Erlanson 
Baptist Press 

Nashville (BP)-Every Christian 
knows the challenge of striving t-0 
be Christlike. 

But perhaps none 
so intimately as actor 
Jim Caviezel, who por­
trays Christ in Mel Gib­
son's "The Passion of The 
Chtist." which opens this 
week. 

Caviezel, a devout 
Catholic all his life, said 
for him, being a Christian 

"The time of rest was getting less 
and less. The physical pain was be­
coming overwhelming," he said. "It 
came 'to a point where I needed to 

• get into my heart, to liter­
ally pray from the heart. 

"How do you do this? 
, By beginning to pray, 
starting to pray. Then 
grace comes." 

Caviezel said while his 
faith helped him during 
filming, it was not a pre­
requisite for his getting 
the role. 

is a continual conversion Jim Caviezel 
process-a process that he 

"What's important is 
that Mel hired me based 

on what he felt I could do in the 
work," Caviezel said. "And I think 
that's important to note. 

said helped him get through film­
ing "Passion." 

"Makeup times were from 2 in 
the morning till 10. And I experi­
enced a shoulder separation while 
carrying the cross, hypothermia 
every day," he recalled in a recent 
phone interview. 

"If you had someone work on 
your house, do you say, 'Are you 
a Christian?' (The person replies,) 
Tm not, but I just built the Eiffel 
Tower in Paris.' (And you reply,) Tm 

sorry. I only hire Christians.' That's 
not good." 

Caviezel first met Gibson when 
producer Steve McEveety invited 
him to talk about a role in a surf­
ing movie. 

The two talked about the movie 
for a while, but the meeting took an 
unexpected turn. 

"About an hour into it, Mel Gib­
son shows up," Caviezel said. "It 
kinda threw me, so I said hello. 
We talked .... The subject kind of 
changed and we were talking about 
what Christ really went through. 
He was talking about subject mat­
ter, and he was talking about other 
films that had been done and how 
they hadn't really shown that side. 

"And I stopped him, and I said, 
'You want me to play Jesus, don't 
you?' 

"And he took a big whiff on his 
cigarette, and he goes, 'Yeah."' 

The next day Gibson called to 

discuss plans for the film, Caviezel 
recounted. 

"He said, 'You sure you wanna do 
this?' And I said, 'Yeah.'' And it was 
as ifhe was trying to talk me out of 
it. He said, 'It's gonna be rough, you 
know.' I said, 'Well. we're.all called 
to carry our cross. If we don't car­
ry it. we're gonna be crushed by the 
weight ofit."' 

Caviezel understands that many 
will not accept or even comprehend 
the film's message. Even among 
Christians, there will be different 
interpretations and inferences. Peo­
ple should be totally honest about 
their beliefs, even at the risk of of­
fending someone, he said. But at 
the end of the day, we must "agree 
to disagree." 

"It's not going to be me that con­
verts you," Caviezel said. "It's going 
to be the Holy Spirit. 

"I pray that people don't see me, 
they see Jesus," he said. "That's it." 



WESTERN RECORDER.or_g 

What will be new at Cedar Crest? 
Kentucky WMU helping cast 
vision for improvements 

More. than likely, mention the 
name Cedar Crest and many of you 
might immediately begin thinking 
about past memories as a camper 
on the pristine camp. For 
those of you who don't 
know what or where Ce­
dar Crest is, it is a part of 
Cedarmore. 

years . Perhaps most importantly, 
missions have been taught, and no 
doubt many young ladies have felt 
God's call upon their lives while 
staying at Cedar Crest. • 

Today Cedar Crest stands in 
great need of many repairs and 

improvements. Kentucky 
Baptist Assemblies is 
faced with a great chal­
lenge of so many needs, 
yet few resources. As 
we have pondered what 
steps to take, we have 
found out that others are 

• seeing the need and want 
to help in some way. 

Cedarmore is com­
prised of approximately 
1,400 acres with three 
separate camps on .the 
property. First is the main 
camp where most who 
attend will stay. Camp 
RaBro can hold about 
100 campers, and finally, 

David Melber 

Kentucky WMU has 
joined with us in • the 
drive to see Cedar Crest 
improved. Our state 

Cedar Crest can hold up to 180 
campers. The Woman's Mission­
ary Union was the driving force 
behind the birth and life of Cedar 
Crest. Today the Martha Ware 
Chapel stands ·tall upon a hill in 
honor of one such woman who 
"caught the vision of what a week 
at a mission's camp could do for a 
boy or girl, and through the years 
was an enthusiastic promoter of 
the camp program." 

WMU director, Joy Bolton, has chal­
lenged people across our state to 
help. Perhaps the most important 
way is to come and see Cedar Crest 
and give time toward addressing 
many of the needs. I am grateful 
for the desire of Kentucky WMU 
to see the facilities at Cedar Crest 
be th~ best they can be. I am also 
certain that the changes that will 
take place over the coming months 
will rekindle a fire in the hearts of . 
people throughout our state. For years, Cedar Crest has of­

fered a rustic and unique camp set­
ting to youth from all across our 
state. GA's and Acteens alike have 
participated in camps for many 

David Melber is president of Kentucky 
Baptist Assemblies. Contact him at 
3043 Beal Road, Hardin, KY 42048; 
phone (270) 354-8355. 
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It is a calling. 
It is a mission. 

Is it for you? 
Bring the mission field into your home. 

Foster parenting is a calling by God to care for His 
most vulnerable children. 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children is looking for 
more "in-home missionaries" to feed, clothe and 
shelter abused and abandoned children. Hundreds of 
children are waiting for families willing to care for 
them physically, emotionally and spiritually .. 

Call us to find out how you can become a missionary 
without leaving home. Help us change the world one 
young life at a time. KBHC's Family Foster Care 
Program serves the entire state: 

Metro Region Foster Care : 1-877-352-5418 
(including Louisville, Lexington•& Northern Kentucky) 

South Central Foster Care: 1-800-952-3724 
Southern Region Foster Care: 1-606-677-1008 
Eastern Region Foster Care: 1-800-752-5063 
Western Region Foster Care: 1-877-992-5242 

Life-changing Ministries for Children & Families 
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For Heaven's Sake 

I'M SURE YoU'D PREFER TO 
. HAVE MoRE SERIOUS 
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Bible Crosswords 
Across 
1 Son of Abijam (1 Kings 15:8) 
4 Pull against the bit 
8 Capable 
12 Scottish cap 
13 Jacob's brother 
14 Narrow strip of wood 
15 Representative 
17 "If they drink any deadly thing, 

it shall not_ them" 
(Mark 16:18) 

18 "Yea, the sparrow hath found an 
house, and the swallow a_" 
(Psalms 84:3) 

19 Large water birds 
20 "Stand __ , and sin not" 

(Psalms 4:4) (2 words) 
22 Unit of hay or cotton 
24 Fathers 
25 Son of Asa (Matthew 1 :8) 
29 "Neither do men light a candle, 

... but __ . candlestick" 
(Matthew 5:15) (2 words) 

30 Challenged 
31 Period of time 
32 "The_ is worthy of his hire" 

(Luke 10:7) 
34 Irish girl 's name 
35 Thomas Hardy heroi_ne 
36 "And if someone wants to sue 

you and take away your tunic, 
let him have your_ as well" 
(Matthew 5:40 NIV) 

37 "And four wagons and_ 
oxen he gave unto the sons of 
Merari" (Numbers 7:8) 

40 Slipped 
41 "Then Jacob_ his clothes" 

(Genesis 37:34 N1v) 
42 Old Testament book named 

for the Jewish leader who 
supervised the rebuilding of 
Jerusalem's wall 

Last week's solution 
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12 

15 

24 

29 

32 

41 

46 

49 

S-16 

46 "The children of __ of 
Hezekiah, ninety and eight" 
(Nehemiah 7:21) 

47 Region 
48 Strong brew 
49 Announces 
50 "Wisdom hath builded her 

house, she hath __ out her 
seven pillars" (Proverbs 9:1) 

51 Title of respect 

Down 
1 "I _ no pleasant bread" 

(Daniel 10:3) 
2 Texas hero, _ Houston 
3 Son of Aram (Matthew 1 :4) 
4 Son of Obed (Matthew 1 :5) 
5 "And ___ astonied until 

the evening sacrifice" (Ezra 9:4) 
(2 words) 

6 "Let them shut the doors, and 
_ them" (Nehemiah 7:3) 

7 Purchase 
8 "As ____ before her 

shearers is dumb" (Isaiah 53:7) 
(2 words) 

9 "And thou shalt make a veil of 
_, and purple, and scarlet" 
(Exodus 26:31) 

1 0 Swedish man's name 
11 Diminutive suffix 
16 Stitches 

Doug Marlette 

... ES?ECIALL'Y !'-!OW WITH 
TµE A1M MACHINE IN 
TµE CHOIR LOF1 ! 

~ ' .,:~~ 
L--
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Mike Morgan 

Elaine Okupski 

17 8 19 l lol'Tl 

44 145 

48 

51 

19 "I was __ when they said unto 
me, Let us go into the house of 
the Lord" (Psalms 122:1) 

20 False god 
21 Grandmother 
22 Drills 
23 Anna's tribe (Luke 2:36) 
25 Containers 
26 Herod's wife (Mark 6:19) 
27 Operatic solo 
28 Armored vehicle 
30 Song for two voices 
33 "If __ be partakers of this 

power over you, are not we 
rather?" (1 Corinthians 9:12) 

34 "And they came to __ , where 
were twelve wells of water" 
(Exodus 15:27) 

36 "Create in me a_._ heart, 
O God" (Psalms 51:10) 

37 Greek letters 
38 An infinitesimal amount, a jot 
39 "The beauty of old men is the 

_ head" (Proverbs 20:29) 
40 "I will_· thee the bride" 

(Revelation 21 :9) 
• 42 Nope 
43 Before 
44 Boxer Mohammed 
45 "Go to the ant, thou sluggard; 

consider_· _ ways" 
(Proverbs 6:6) 
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Specialists offer ideas to avoid lay leader burnout 

A different kind of courage 
Older student faces different challenge 
at Oneida, but hard work is paying.off 
By Michael Spencer 
Oneida Baptist Institute Campus Minister 

If you visit the Oneida campus, you will see 
hundreds of students from all over the world. 
They will look remarkably similar to any other 
group of young people in any school in America. 
If you could learn the individual stories of our 
students, you would see some truly remarkable 
young people. In ways that might not 
ever be recognized by anyone, they are 
reaching incredible goals simply by be­
ing in school. 

"Arnold" (not his real name) is one 
such courageous stl!,dent. I remember 
interviewing him in _the admissions 
process. He did not bring us any prob­
lems. His situation is one that we see 
several times a year. 

Almost two years ago, Arnold was a 
senior in a public school. Through no 
fault of his own, Arnold's personal world fell 
apart. Two close friends · passed away. Arnold 
became depressed and distracted, unable to go 
to school. Instead of graduating, he became a 
chronic absentee. 

After a while, returning to school just didn'.t 
seem possible, and Arnold went on with his life. 
More than a year passed and Arnold decided he 
wanted to graduate, but by that point he was 
significantly behind in credits, and it had been 
a long time since he was in the classroom. The 
family helping Arnold told him about Oneida, 
and he applied. 

We are always cautious about taking a stu­
dent who is older than the norm because there 
are special rules and challenges for these stu-

Continued from page 1 
find out until it was too late." 

Ortlund founded Renewa~ Min­
istries with her husband, Ray, a pas­
tor and author, specifically to meet 
the needs of pastors and lay lead­
ers who are burned out in ministry. 
She said that some of the same ad­
vice they give to burned-out pastors 
is applicable to lay leaders as well. 

"Pastors and Christian lead­
ers need to learn to manage their 
time, and not say 'yes' to every­
thing," she said. 

She also suggests that lay lead­
ers be involved in a small group Bi­
ble study in which they can share 
discussion and accountability with 
others. 

"We have seen a lot of people 
saved from burnout through a sim­
ple group of four to six people get­
ting together two hours a week," 
she said. "In these groups the peo­
ple get to know and trust each oth­
er and pray for each other, and peo­
ple's needs get met in these groups 
before they explode." 

Guy Futral, leader of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention's leader­
ship development office, said con­
gregations also are responsible for 
giving their lay leadership the right 
tools to keep from ]:mrning out. 

"Congregations and their pasto­
ral leadership need to make their 
expectations of lay leaders clear," 
he said. 

"One of the issues the laity has 
in churches is the habit of many 
church leaders to recruit for a cer­
tain job without a clear description 
of duties the job entails," he said. 

Undefined expectations can 
soon result in lay leaders finding 

dents. They must live by the same rules as our 
sixth graders. They must accept discipline. They 
must work and go to chapel. They must accept 
all of our rules, and live with a few extra just for 
them. 

Accepting this role is a challenge for some stu­
dents. Arnold impressed me with his seriousness, 
and we gave him his opportunity. We aren't sor~ 
ry. There is no student happier to be at Oneida 
than Arnold. Though he will graduate two years 
behind his class, there's no shame or embarrass­

ment. He faced his difficulties and over­
came them. Even though he must take 
two Bible classes every day to get his 
credit, he does well in both. 

Arnold, like many of our slightly old­
er students, has proven to be a positive 
influence. He sits in the front of the 
class, takes tireless notes and shows a 
work ethic that I wish more students 
would imitate. He's a good roommate 
and a dependable worker. 

OBI's doors always have been open to 
students who needed a second chance. Every sit­
uation is different, but the Oneida ministry can 
meet the needs of many students by giving them 
the opportunity to overcome their personal ob­
stacles and challenges. 

We thank God for bringing us Arnold and oth­
er slightly "out of place" students. Because we 
are a private school supported by Kentucky Bap­
tists, we can be flexible and focus on the needs 
of an individual student in a way that large pub­
lic schools are unable to do. Thank you, Kentucky 
Baptists, for your support. Arnold will be a proud 
OBI graduate, and he will have you to thank. 
WF. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida 
school. org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org 

5 signs of burnout 
How can clergy spot lay 

leaders who are moving from 
simply busy to dangerously 
burned out? 

Guy Futral, team leader for 
the leadership development of­
fice of the KBC, says -that it is 
often difficult to help someone 
who is burning out because the 
signs can be so subtle. 

But he offers the following 
five sure signs that something 

•· is wrong: 
I A formerly content church 

worker suddenly starts to refer 
to his or her work. as a dnidg­
ery rather than a joy. • 

I A church worker begins 
to complain about his or her 
job and ask how many more 
months they have to do it. 

I A normally cheerful 
church member begins to act 
tired and irritable with other 
people in his or her group. 

I One member of a team or 
committee suddenly starts de­
manding to be in control dur­
ing committee or group meet­
ings and events. 

I A formerly active church 
worker starts missing multiple 
meetings or services. 

themselves in jobs they can't do or 
don't like to do. "They can quicldy 
grow tired of the responsibility," 
he added. 

Setting limits, expectations 
Congregations and clergy also 

have the responsibility to give lay 

leaders the training and resources 
they need to do fulfill their church 
roles, he added. 

"For instance, if you recruit a 
new Sunday School teacher, he or 
she is going to need training, ma­
terials and someone to talk to and 
ask questions of," Futral said. "Giv­
ing them the resources they need 
reduces the frustration that often 
leads to burnout." 

Finally, Futral suggested that 
church leaders shift their think­
ing about ministry positions from 
committee members who serve 
terms of a few years to teams that 
are project-oriented and focused 
around smaller, shorter-term as­
signments. 

"The idea behind this think­
ing is bringing people into a proj­
ect that reflects their own passion, 
and letting them choose their as­
signment rather than be appoint­
ed," he said. 

"This kind of thinking and 
structure leads to more openness 
and volunteerism among the laity, 
versus committees with slots to fill 
looking for members to appoint to 
a term," he added. 

"If you approach someone and 
say 'I'd like you to teach this Bible 
study for six months,' they are more 
inclined to respond to a short-term, 
intensive assignment like that than 
to a three- or four-year term on a 
committee," he said. 

"We live in a fast-paced time, 
and the demands on the lives of 
clergy and lay leaders are enor­
mous," Futral added. "An approach 
like this has been shown to be more 
effective as the culture of the world 
and the church changes." 

Remembering W.B. Bingham II 
'53 speech helped preserve 
Clear Creek's support 

The death of Middlesboro Pas­
tor W.B. Bingham II this month 
reminded me of "Preacher" Bing­
ham's 1953 state convention testi­
mony on behalf of Clear Creek. 

The messengers met in Owens­
boro with much talk about reduc­
ing state Cooperative Pro­
gram funding going to 
Clear Creek. W.B. Bing­
ham told of his moun­
tain heritage and then 
delivered what he called 
his "Owensboro Address," 
a paraphrase of Lincoln's 
Gettysburg Address: 

"One score and sev­
en years ago, Dr. L.C. Kel­
ly brought forth into Bell 
County a new institution, 
conceived in wisdom and 
dedicated to the mountain preach­
ers, that all of them might have a 
chance to be taught God's word. 
Now we are facing a great question, 
the question of whether it shall re­
main so dedicated and shall long 
endure. We have come to this great 
association to discuss the work in 
this great field; work that means 
much to those who have given their 
lives in service to this great cause. 

"It is altogether fitting and prop­
er that we should do this. The brave 
men and women, living and dead, 
who have struggled there and con-

secrated their lives to that great 
cause, earth may soon forget, and 
heaven alone reveal. We cannot, 
we must nor forget that it is for 
us, the mountain preachers, that 
they have dedicated this great in­
stitution, which they have so nobly 
advanced. 

"It is now for us Kentucky Bap­
tists to here dedicate ourselves 

with Dr. Kelly and his co­
workers to take increased 
devotion to that cause for 
which they have given 
lives in service and devo­
tion. That we here high­
ly resolve that these shall 
not have labored in vain; 
that this association of 
Kentucky Baptists un­
der God shall have a new 
birth of vision, and that 
the mountain preach-
ers Bible school-of the 

mountain preachers, by the moun­
tain preachers-shall not perish 
from the earth until Jesus comes." 

Kelly later reported, "W.B. stole 
the show. (His message) left all 
hearts warmed toward him and 
the cause he represented." Bing­
ham was with Kelly at his death 
and promised to always support 
the school. He kept his word. Clear 
Creek lost one of our best friends. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
KY 40977; (606) 337-3196 
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2,000-year-old hymn inspires 
contemporary worship album 
By Cecile Holmes 
Religion News Service 

Atlanta (RNS)-The latest CD 
born of the popular Christian 
music movement known as Pas­
sion differs from most contem­
porary religious music with in­
triguing new renditions of both 
ancient and more contemporary 
hymns . 

Working with Tomlin and 
Crowder of the David Crowder 
Band, Passion director Louie Gi­
glio saw the hymn as a musical 
connector to help believers bridge 
the past and the present. Written 
around AD. 200, the melody of 
"Phos Hilaron" has been lost, but 
the words survive. 

"It amazes me to think that 
In this case, Passion 

is the college disciple­
ship movement led by 
Louie Giglio in Atlanta, 
not Mel Gibson's movie, 
"The Passion of the 
Christ." 

____ .,_ -_·_:i,---:--1·-•·· •. , 
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we can participate in a 
song that's been sung 
for close to 2,000 years," 

IJ\ \ J'\:-. }j 
\: .. ·, • .,_:~ 

• Tomlin said. He sings 
"No _One More Worthy," 
based on the ancient 
hymn, on the CD. 

Passion's seventh 
album, "Passion:. Ancient and 
Modern Hymns-Live Songs of 
Our Faith," was recorded live 
last April in Atlanta when 1,300 
campus pastors and community 
leaders gathered. 

Event leaders, who call them­
selves artist-worshippers • rather 
than performers, include Chris 
Tomlin, the David Crowder Band 
and Charlie Hall. 

The CD, available in stores this 
week, was inspired by "'Phos Hilar­
on," perhaps the oldest surviving 
Christian hymn. Literally trans­
lated "hail gladdening light," the 
hymn already was considered an­
cient by the fourth century. 

When Jesus' early followers 
gathered in Jerusalem, they sang 
the hymn at evening prayers as 
part of a tradition lmown as the 
lighting of the lamps. 

A candle-kept lit by believ­
ers- burned perpetually in what 
was believed to be the empty 
tomb of Jesus. Its glow symbolizeq 
the "light of the world." 

When believers gathered for 
worship, the candle called them 
to celebrate their risen Lord as it 
was brought forth from His tomb:. 

.,,}~. 
····~ All the hymns on 

the CD are at least 100 years old .. 
The new renditions include "How 
Great Thou Alt," "The Solid Rock," 
"Doxology," "All Creatures of Our 
God and King" and "Joyful, Joyful, 
We Adore Thee." 

That last one just made the 
cut. Written around 1907, it word~ 
were too new, but its original 
music qualified it since it is from 
Beethoven's Ninth Symphony, 
composed in 1824. 

Old songs, new treatments 
Not every worshipper will 

appreciate the beats, melodies 
and instruments of these con­
temporary . arrangements; But 
others will rejoice, recognizing 
that music, like faith, is dynamic 
and changes from generation to 
generation. 

Such an outlook is in keeping 
With Passion's vision. The intent 
of the ministry, which combines 
the talents of a cross section of • 
"artist-worshippers,O. for _· huge 
events and multi-city tours, is~to 
support the ministry of college 
and university students • by al: 
lowing them to come together to 

, draw supportfrom,God, and one 
another: • 

. .,. it • d . . "+~~~mrwhere,, ,alo:p:g>t~.~i: VJat/ 
Accordmg to the Oxford · Die; trad1tionbecame· a casualty m the 

"Phos Hllaron" 

tionary of the .Christian Cllurch, • explosio:r1 of conteII].porary wor­
the "Phos Hila.ton" . is the' hymn ,. ship that has swepfthe cliurch . 
sung in Eastern Orthodox church~ . around ·the globe in recent de-
es at "Hesperinos," the equivalent cades," Giglio said. "Yet we would 
of Vespers for West~rn liturgical be fools to discard the rich trea0 

churches, It is widely known in · sures _thathave guideMhe ~purch. f 
the English translation, , "Hail through the ages just because 
Gladdenirig Light!" by J. Keble. they are old.'.' •·· 
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Poll: Music, TV & movies should tone down content 
Princeton, N.J. (RNS)- Three-quar­

ters of Americans think the enter­
tainment industry should reduc;e 
the amount of sex and violence in 
movies, television and music, ac­
cording to a recent Gallup Poll. 

Most Americans said they are 
offended by the sex, violence and 
profanity in entertainment, and 75 
percent said the industry should 
make a serious effort to reduce of­
fensive images. 

More than 60 percent said they 
are offended by the violence in en­
tertainment, 58 percent by the pro­
fanity, 58 percent by sexual content 
and 52 percent by homosexuality. 

The numbers are lower than a 
similar Gallup survey of almost 10 
years ago. In 1995, 83 percent of 
Americans said the entertainment 

industry needed to correct the of­
fensiveness ofTV, music and movies. 
According to Gallup researchers, 
the difference in a decade is due to 
increasingly tolerant views among 
younger Americans. 

Less than half of 18-to-29-year­
olds said they thought the entertain­
ment industry has an obligation to 
reduce violence and sex on screens 
and in music. 

Younger Americans also were 
much less likely to be offended 
specifically by violence, profanity, 
sexual content or homosexuality in 
entertainment. 

The poll said of those who 
watched the Super Bowl halftime 
show, only half found performer Jus­
tin Timberlake's exposing of Janet 
Jackson's breast offensive. 

Devotion: A Raw Truth Journal on 
Following Jesus. Mike Yaconelli. 
Zondervan/Youth Specialties, 2003. 
60 pages. $10.99. •••• (out of five) 

Mike Yaconelli 
was "something of a ''; 
wild man." 

in Partonville. 

Those are not my r~ 
words. Tuffey come 14~:!:9.i.!9,!!• 
straight o the back 

Baumbich has created a de­
lightful character in Dorothy and 
placed her among people who are 

most memorable. More mature 
adults probably will find one of 
their friends among the pages 
of the boo'k, and younger adults 
will wish that they had some­
one like Dorothy from whom to 
glean wisdom. jacket of this 30-day 

look at what it means 
to follow Jesus. 

Yaconelli had a 
passion for youth 
and for seeing young 

~-.--

,:,,.;:. 

Jo,~~·...:;,.,~ ~' 

people live as free-spirited, serious, 

If you want some enjoyable, 
good-hearted reading, try this 
series. I hope that more books 
are in the working for the fu­
ture. Wayne Hager 

committed disciples of Jesus Christ. I Thirst: The Cross-The Great 
This was the last bo0k he wrote Triumph of Love. Stephen Cottrell. 

before his unexpected death in a Zondervan, 2003. 223 pages. $12.99. 
car accident last year. And it is as ♦♦♦♦♦ 
serious and unconventional as the "I thirst" Two simple words from 
man who wrote it. The book covers 
30 traits that Yaconelli had come 
to understand were important to 
young people seeking to follow 
Jesus. 

Each trait gets two·pages. In 
that space he offers a portion of 
Scripture, a real-life illustration 
of the trait, a brief definition of 
the trait, as well as a question or 
two for reflection. 

The material is literally all 
over the page. In true Yaconelli 
style, the words are upside 
down, up and down, crooked 
and some of them even run off 
the page. 

Despite the silliness in the layout, 
the material is serious, to the point 
and sound. Most adults will go crazy 
trying to follow the material, but 
the topics are timely. 

This would be a good book to give 
youth during Lent as a way to reflect 
on what it means to be a Christian. 
Or youth workers might want to use 
the material as gtist for discussion 
during youth group meetings. Jim 
Holladay 

Dearest Dorothy, Are We There Yet? 
and Dearest Dorothy, Slow Down, 
You're Wearing Us Out! Charlene 
Ann Baumbich. Penguin Books, 2004. 
$10.95 each.••••• 

Watch out Mitford, N.C., and 
Father Tim. Dorothy Jean Westray 

Jesus' lips as He hung on the cross. 
Only the Gospel of John records 

these words; and according to John, 
it is these words that 
triggered the offer­
ing of wine to Jesus. 
And according to 
John, immediately 
after . Jesus drank 
the wine, He uttered 
three more words, "It 
is finished." 

Stephen Cottrell, 
who serves as Canon 
Pastor of Peterbor­
ough Cathedral in 

England, was commissioned by two 
Archbishops of Canterbury to write 
a Lenten reflection guide. He has 
chosen to invite us on a six-week 
journey into the depth of this cry of 
Jesus on the cross. 

Each chapter contains an ex­
tended reflection on one dimension 
of Jesus' words. After each reflection • 
are questions that can be used both 
for group discussion and individual 
devotional time. After the discus­
sion question is a short text for 
meditation followed by a prayer. 

I was amazed at what Cottrell 
was able to draw out of this cry of Je­
sus from the cross. Most of the time, 
Cottrell was able to connect his in­
sights to aspects of Jesus' teaching 
and ministry. • 

He not only challenges us to 
plumb the spiritual depth of and her hometown 

of Partonville, Ill., 
have arrived on the 

Dca,.,41 Do.wtn!J. o I this cry, but to look at the social 
•• .,. w, rhm "" _,,. implications. For example, he 

scene. 
Fans of Jan Karon 

and her Mitford se­
ries will be pleased 
to meet a new 
hometown and its 
matriarch, octoge-

urges us to hear the cry of thirst 
of many in our world who live 
where water is scarce and/or 
too polluted to drink. He invites 
us to hear the call of love to 
examine the way we waste this 
precious resource. 

narian Dorothy Jean 1 '""""' ... ''"""'" The last chapter deals with 
Jesus' call to share the living wa­

ter with a lost world. He focuses on 
Westray. Dorothy 
is full of faith, spunk and humor, 
enough to keep readers chuckling 
all through these two books. 

Dorothy is joined by a host of un­
forgettable characters who provide 
the backdrop for Dorothy's exploits. 
This series will warm your heart and 
draw you willingly into Dorothy's 
life as sq.e lives in faith and confi- • 
dence in a loving God. 

As we meet Dorothy, she is trying 
to decide whether to sell her beloved 
farm to a development company. 
Her decision will not only change 
her life but also have profound 
effects for her community. All 
through her story, Dorothy's moves 
as easily in and out of conversation 
with God as she does the entertain­
ing assortment of characters living 

Jesus' interaction with the woman 
by the well in Samaria. He points out 
that authentic evangelism begins 
with listening, but always includes 
sharing the water of life. "This is 
the sign of Christian discipleship­
sharing with others what we have 
received." 

In closing, Cottrell asks us to 
consider this profound truth: "All 
that love can do is go on loving . ... It 
either loves, or it stops being love." 

Zondervan did not do much to 
clean up the British-isms in this 
book, but that is only a·minor dis­
traction. I believe this book would 
be a challenging and renewing expe­
rience for groups to use during the 
season ofLent.Jim Holladay 

By Wayne Hager, pastor of 
Calvary Baptist Church in 
Mt. Airy, N.C. ; and Jim 
Holladay, pastor of Lyndon 
Baptist Church in 
Louisville. They welcome 
feedback or suggestions 
for book reviews. Contact 
them via e-mail at: 
whager@trificient.net; 
or lyndonpastor@aol.com 
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PRAYER 
PARTNERS 

Please pray for the 
following ministries 
throughout Kentucky: 

■ God's Appalachian 
Partnership ministry 
in McDowell. This has 
been a record-breaking 
year in terms of people 
fed and clothed, 
homes remodeled, 
decisions for Christ 
and the number of 
teens involved in their 
student ministry. They 
have a tremendous 
need for a building to 
house volunteer groups 
ministering in the area. 
Prayers are requested 
as they seek laborers 
and supplies to build 
housing on property 
that already has been. 
donated 

■ Marriage ministry of 
Bellevue Baptist Church 
in Owensboro. Tony and 
Becky Vandiver lead 

.. the church's marriage 
mentoring ministry 
and are giving special 
attention to married 
couples dealing with 
crisis situations. Pray 
for them as they seek 
to grow this ministry 
and strengthen 
marriages by reaching 
out to couples in the 
community. 

■ Bell County 
Association's 
deaf ministry in 
Middlesboro. Mission 
Service Corps 
Missionary Lei Ann 
Raines teaches sign 
language classes, 
interprets.for services 
and Bible studies, and 
helps local people 
understand the deaf 

MOUNTAINS TO THE MISSISSIPPI 
COMPILED BY STAFF 

■ AUBURN-Dudley Moseley, pastor 
of New Friendship Church for more 
than 12 years, died Feb. 5 at age 64. 
■ BAGDAD-Frank Farley recently 
resigned as pastor of Beechridge 
Church. 
■ CADIZ-Oak Grove Church will 
hold revival services March 7-10 
with Derrick Norris as evangelist. 
For information, call (270) 522-
6521. 
■ CAMPBELLSVILLE-Campbellsville 
Church will hold spring revival 
services March 7-10; Sunday, 8:30 
and 11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.; Mon­
day-Wednesday, 7 p.m. with Paul 
Ba~gett as evangelist and Tim 
Shockley as music director. 

Saloma Church will hold spring 
revival services March 26-27, 7 p.m., 
and March 28, 11 a.m. and 6 p.m., 
with Kenny Rager as evangelist and 
Jason Dunbar leading worship and 
music. 
■ CENTRAL CITY-New Hope Church 
will host Women's Day March 27, 8 
a.m.-2 p.m., with the theme, "Ser­
vants by Choice." Lane Ann Miller 
of Hopkinsville will be the featured 
speaker. • 
■ ERLANGER-Erlanger Church re­
cently ordained David Borden, Rick 
Phillips, Jeff Plank and Brian Young 
as deacons. i>an Francis is pastor. 
■ FORT MITCHELL-Fort Mitchell 
Church called Harold Pike as in­
terim pastor effective Feb. 8. 
■ LA GRANGE-Buckner Church 
called Katie Anderson as children's 
minister and Shawn Baxley as youth 
minister. 
■ LEXINGTON-Central Church will 
ho,st Lenten services beginning Ash 
Wednesday, Feb. 25, through Easter 
Sunday, April 11. The theme for th.e 
series is "The Stained Glass Ceiling 
Di~ciples: Women Who Didn't Make 
the Window." 
■ LOUISVILLE-Broadway Church's 
Men of Broadway will host Break­
fast by the Pastor, Feb. 28, 8 a.m. For 
reservations, call (502) 895-2459. 
Chris Caldwell is pastor. 

The St. Matthews Counseling 
Center will host the "Art, Faith and 
Healing" art lecture and auction 

Feb. 29, 1:30 p.m., at St. Matthews 
Church. The event is co-spon~ored 
by the Kentuckiana Pastnral Coun­
seling Consortium, the Assocation 
for Clinical Pastoral Education East 
Central Region, Personal Counsel­
ing Service and the Wayne E. Oates 
Institute. For information, call (502) 
893-9831. 

Valley View Church will host 
Christian comedian Dennis Swan• 
burg April 27, 7 p.m. For ticket in­
formation, call (502) 935-5142. 
■ MAYFIELD-Katharine Kay Cedl, 
formerly of Mayfield, died Feb. 16 
at age 82. A registered nurse, she 
served 12 years as a Southern Bap­
-tist international missionary to 
China. She is survived by her hus­
band, James Cecil, dean emeritus 
of Mid-Continent College's Baptist 
College of the Bible. 
■ MOUNT EDEN-Marty Thompson 
recently resigned as pastor of Beth­
lehem Church. 

. ■ NICHOLASVILLE-Nicholasville 
Church recently called Jeremy Sex­
ton as full-time minister of youth 
and music. 
■ OWENSBORO-Buena Vista Church 
recently called Jerry Tooley as in­
terim pastor. 
■ RUSSELLVILLE-First Church re­
cently honored Marion and Corrine 
Humphries on their 50th wedding 
anniversary. 
■ SHELBYVILLE-C.M. Riley recently 
resigned as pastor of Clayvillage 
Church. 
■ SOMERSET---Orden Rice, a former 
Kentucky Baptist pastor, died Jan. 
27 at age 86. He was pastor of Pu­
laski Church and Faubush Church 
as well as churches in Ohio and 
Florida and helped organize the 
State Convention of Baptists in 
Ohio. He is survived by his wife, 
Lydia Lucretia. 
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rJi;;},~ CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

February 
27-29 International Christian Growth 

Retreat, Kavanaugh Retreat Center, 
Crestwood . 

28 All-State youth choir & orchestra 
auditions, Southern Baptist 
Theological ·seminary, Louisville. 

28 Regional Keyboard Festival, First 
Baptist Church, Murray. 

March 
5-6 Creative Ministries Festival-West, 

Severns Valley Baptist Church, 
Elizabethtown. 

5-6 State Handbell Festival, Cave City 
Convention Center. 

12-13 Creative Ministries Festival­
East, Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Lexington. 

12-13 Mi.ssion Service Corps Basic 
Training, KBC Building, Louisville. 

13 All-State Youth Choir & Orchestra 
auditions, First Baptist Church, 
Hopkinsville. 

10-20 Kentucky Changers, collegiate, 
Morehead. 

19·20 Great Commission Prayer 
Conference, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville. 

19-20 Youth Bible Drill & Speakers 
Tcurnament, Cedarmore. 

20 All-State Youth Choir & Orchestra 
Auditions, First Baptist Church, 
Bowling Green. 

20 Regional Keyboard Festival, 
Eastwood Baptist Church, Bowling 
Green. -

20 Youth Bible Drill & Speakers 
Tournament, Jonathan Creek. 

For more information, call (888) 266-6477 or click www.kybaptist.org 

Dockery offers common ground 
for Calvinist and Arminian views 

Jackson, Tenn. (BP)-Are Southern 
Baptists Calvinists? Yes and no, said • 
David Dockery, president of Union 
University. Yes, because some South­
ern Baptists subscribe to Calvinist 
beliefs in some form; no, because 
all do not. 

Dockery told church leaders at a 
PreachingPoints Conference at the 
Jackson, Tenn., university Feb. 10 
that a renewed interest in Calvinism 
and Armiliianism in the Southern 
Baptist Convention could lead to 
divisiveness if the issues are misun­
derstood. 

"Ifwe get hung up on these ques­
tions, rather than concentrate on a 
lost world," he said, "we have missed 
the boat. We must find areas of com­
monality and then give freedom in 
some areas where we disagree." 

Dockery urged Baptists to con­
sider the issues in their historical 
context. He traced the history of 
Calvinist and Arminian thought 
from the 16th century to today and 
emphasized the rich Calvinist heri­
tage in Southern Baptist history, in-

eluding the contributions of James 
P. Boyce and B.i-I. Carroll and the 
modified Calvinism of E.Y. _Mullins, 
W.T. Conner and WA. Criswell. 

"The final fault line between the 
two is eternal security," Dockery 
said. "If you believe in eternal secu­
rity, you are probably a Calvinist in 
some form as opposed to an Armin­
ian. Are you a four- or five-point Cal­
vinist? Maybe not." 

The two key issues, he said, 
are God's sovereignty and man's 

. freedom to choose, which could be 
considered contradictory. He ·said 
he does not believe the ideas are a 
contradiction but are, instead, an 
antimony-a combination of two 
thoughts or principles, each of which 
is true but seem incompatible. 

The gospel is intended for all, 
Dockery said, but only effective for 
tho~e who choose to accept it. 

"I believe that God saves believers 
and that He does this through men 
and women who take His gospel 
and share it. We cannot lose sight 
of that." 

• culture by arranging 
activities to promote 
interaction between 
the hearing and the 
deaf. With more than 
3,000 deaf or hearing 
impaired people in 
Bell County, Raines 
requests prayer that 
God will develop a . 
church that can help 
bring the hearing and 
deaf communities 
together. 

CLASSIFIED Aos 
FOR SALE: Two deluxe, side by side 

crypts. Evergreen Cemetery. Garden 
of flowers. $10,000· value, sell both 
$5,000 to settle estate (terms). Call 
(502) 935-4042 or 593-4588. 

fOR SALE: 1989 Ford 15-passenger 
church van. $2,800. (270) 358-4500. 

FOR SALE: Beautiful baby grand pi­
ano. Excellent condition. Located in 
Versailles, Ky. Asking $5,500. Contact 
Mike Rogers at zlifemike@yahoo.com, 
or call (727) 736-6077. 

FOR SALE: Gano Avenue Baptist 
Church at 519 Gano Ave., George­
town, Ky., is selling its present facili­
ty and building new. The facility has 
approx. 9,000 square feet and seats 
250 (with ample parking). It has 
great potential with many updates. 
Please call (502) 863-3454 between 
9:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. to see the facili­
ties and ma:ke an offer. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor. Send re­
sumes to: Brookside Baptist Church, 
1351 Wilmore Road, Nicholasville, 
Ky., 40356. Attn.-Search Committee. 

SEEKING: Northside Baptist, a: 
steadily-growing church, is seek­
ing an interim part-time minister 
of worship (salary) and a full-time 
minister of worship (salary and ben­
efits package available). If interested, 
please send resume to: Northside 
Baptist Church, 1800 Pear Orchard 
Road, Elizabethtown, KY 42701. Re­
sume deadline: March 15. 

SEEKING: Temporary workers-in­
dividuals with secretarial experi­
ence and computer application 
skills to work temporary positions. 
Competitive hourly wages; no 
benefits. Contact: Administrative 
Services department, KBC, PO Box 
43433, Louisville, KY 40253-0433. 
(502) 244-6468. 

SEEKING: Full-time youth minister 
for Campbellsville Baptist Church. 
Send resumes to: Youth Minister 
Search Committee, Campbellsville 
Baptist Church, PO Box 530, Camp­
bellsville, KY 42719. Priority resumes 
due by Feb. 20, 2004. 

SEEKING: Music director for 
Hustonville Baptist Church. Job de­
scription available upon request. If 
interested, call (606) 346-4931. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor. Send 
resume to: Pulpit Committee, Cum­
berland Missionary Baptist Church, 
408 Spring St., Cumberland, KY 
40823. 

SEEKING: Energetic minister of 
music, worship and praise. Growing 
church seeks a bivocational leader. 
We have a blended style of music 
accompanied by a worship band. If 
you are seeking a way to serve God, 
submit a resume to: Music Minis­
ter Search, Meadow Land Baptist 
Church, 1188 Detour Road, Bowling 
Green, KY 42101. 

SEEKING: Beacon Hill Baptist 
Church in Somerset, Ky., is presently 
seeking a discipleship and evange­
lism pastor. Beacon Hill is a purpose­
driven church with an average wor­
ship attendance of 600 and Sunday 
school of 525. You may visit our Web 

site at www.beaconhillbaptist.com 
for more information. If interested, 
please send resume to: Personnel 
Committee, Beacon Hill Baptist 
Church, 274 Old Monticello Road, 
Somerset, I<Y :42503. 

SEEKING: Positions available in 
July at Clear Creek Baptist Bible 
College, Pineville, Ky. Resumes with 
cover letters should be sent to: CCB­
BC Student Affairs Office, 300 Clear 
Creek Road, Pineville, KY 40977. A 
couple with no "at home" children 
would be ideal to take both posi­
tions. However, there are two sepa­
rate positions: 1. Kelly Hall director: 
Supervise student housing; assign 
rooms; supervise student employees 
and resident assistants. Must live in 
two-bedroom apartment provided 
on campus. 2. Food services director: 
Operation of campus food services. 
Responsible for all ordering, plan­
ning and serving of meals; supervise 
student employees; feed from 10 up 
to 200. 

• 

• 
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No school visits for ministers: 
Opponents can't sway Bullitt County 
board's decision on lunch meetings 

Editor's note: Recently ministers from Little Flock Baptist Church in 
Shepherdsville were turned <:1way from Bullitt County schools for visits 
with students during lunch. The mi:nisters objected, saying they have 
visited with youth group members for more than 17 years. The follow­
ing Louisville Courier-journal article reports on last week's school board 
meeting, where the issue was addressed. The copyrighted story is reprint­
ed with permission, with the requirement that it appear in its entirety. 

By Tonia Hol brook 
Louisville Courier-Journal 

Shepherdsv ille-Bullitt County 
school board members last week 
did not reconsider a policy prohib­
iting ministers from having lunch 
with students. 

Facing a sometimes boisterous 
crowd that spilled out of Bullitt 
Central High 's 500-seat auditori­
um, board Chairman Layne Abell 
called for a recess after hearing 
three speakers criticize a recent 
decision by Superintendent Mi­
chael Eberbaugh ending the lun­
cheon visits . 

"I think the board is going to 
follow policy as it exists," Abell 
said in an interview afterward. 

The board took up other sched­
uled business after the recess . 

Ronald Shaver, senior pastor at 
Little Flock Baptist Church, told 
the board that he and other pas­
tors only want to help mentor stu­
dents with whom they're already 
affiliated . 

"If you 're genuinely . interest­
ed in increasing . test scores, we 
want to be a partner," Shaver said. 
"Don't close us out." 

The controversy arose last 
month, when two pastors were 
turned away from North Bullitt 
High and Hebron Middle schools 
when they arrived to eat with stu­
dents who had invited them. 

The ministers have said that 
when they eat with students, they 
don't discuss religion, pray or evan­
gelize. Little Flock pastors said the 
visits had gone on for 17 years. 

School supporter: "Law is clear" 
Francis Manion, a Kentucky 

attorney with tqe conservative 
American Center for Law & Jus­
tice, urged the board to protect 
the rights of ministers. "The Con­
stitution is clear; case law is clear," 
Manion said. "You may not exclude 
a minister, a rabbi or anyone else 
solely because of their religious 
status." 

Church authorities say Eber­
baugh's decision changed a long­
standing practice, but school board 
attorney Eric Farris said district au­
thorities didn't know about the 
pastors· visits until last month. 

Farris said the decisior:i. was 
based on three existing . district 
policies: one requiring the prin­
cipal's permission when students 
want to invite outsiders to school, 
another governing religious activi­
ties and a third stating that use of 
school facilities by nonacademic 
student groups may be denied. 

School staff reported the pas­
tors' visits to the central office 
after one pastor tried to check 
students out of school during 
lunchtime with signed notes from 

their parents, Farris said. Since 
then, he said, some students have 
told school authorities that they 
were approached by a pastor in 
the cafeteria about attending Lit­
tle Flock. 

"It just makes it clear why that 
policy should be in place," Farris 
said. 

"Now there's no question there 
was a breakdown of that policy, at 
least in those two schools, but the 
superintendent has taken steps to 
see that it's uniformly enforced 
across the district." 

Last week's school board meet­
ing fueled the community debate 
over who should have access to stu­
dents . 

Church supporters protested 
last week outside North Bullitt 
High and Hebron Middle schools 
and the school district's central of­
fice in Shepherdsville. 

Their support also was unmis­
takable at the board meeting. They 
were lined up in front of the school 
an hour .before the 7 p.m. meeting, 
and · Shaver said he urged a few 
hundred who could not fit into the 
auditorium to go home. 

Separation or discrimination? 
Shepherdsville attorney Rodney 

Burress, who represented Shaver 
and three other Little Flock pas­
tors, contended in an earlier in­
terview that the issue isn't one of 
church-and-state separation, but 
rather one of discrimination based 
on religion. 

"They have basically said that 
because these men are employed 
at a church, they are not to be in 
the Bullitt County schools," he 
said. "That is discrimination pure 
and simple." 

Charles Haynes, senior scholar 
with the First Amendment Cen­
ter in Arlington, Va., presented the 
other side of the issue in an inter­
view. While being barred from the 
schools might seem harsh to Little 
Flock pastors, they should realize 
that the wor1d has changed a lot in 
17 years, Haynes said. 

"It's apparent our society is be­
coming more complex," he said. 
"There are more and more people 
who will want access to students, 
for whatever reason, and some of 
them won't be as wonderful as 
these pastors." 

Although some students circu­
lated petitions in .school last week, 
requesting their p~stors' return, 
not every Bullitt County student 
agrees. 

"That's school. It 's education," 
Bullitt Central junior Sera Jadzak 
said in an interview. "Religion is 
something you talk about with 
your family." 

But an overwhelming majori: 

ty of those at the board meeting 
sided with the church. Speeches 
by the ministers' supporters were 
punctuated with applause, and 
when Farris defended Eberbaugh's 
decision, his words were greeted 
with catcalls from the audience. 

"They're not opening up their 
minds," Bullitt Central junior 
Cayce Dever said of the ministers' 
supporters, adding that the in­
terruptions were frustrating. "All 
they're thinking about is church, 
church, church." 

During his remarks, Farris· 
hinted at personal conflicts be- · 
tween Eberbaugh and Shaver. Far­
ris played a portion of Shaver's Feb. 
1 sermon, in which Shaver said he 
had -been at odds with Eberbaugh · 
over a teacher presenting a lesson 
on the Muslim faith. 

Shaver went on to say in the 
taped sermon that he would 
"sweat that ol' boy and his law­
yers," referring to Eberbaugh·, and 
that "If I want to talk about Jesus, 
there's nothing wrong with it." 

At that, the crowd erupted in 
applause and cheers. prompting 
Abell to ask them to calm down. 

Multiple perspectives 
Before the recent board meet­

ing, school and legal authorities 
interviewed tried to untangle some 
of the legal issues involved . 

Beth Wilson, executive direc­
tor of the AmeriE:an Civil Liber­
ties Union of Kentucky, said that as 
long as Bullitt schools are enforc­
ing the policy neutrally, treating 
no groups preferentially, the dis­
trict generally should be on sound 
legal footing. 

Lisa Gross, a spokeswoman for 
the KenLucky Department of Ed­
ucation, said that school author­
ities have the right to determine 
who can and cannot come into the 
school. 

Burress contended that the pub­
lic has a right to enter school build­
ings, at lunchtime or even during 
instructional time. 

But just because schools are 
public, that doesn't make them 
public forums, said Haynes, of the 
First Amendment Center. 

"Most legal experts would say 
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outside adults do not general­
ly have a right to kids in public 
school during the regular school 
day," Haynes said. "A lot of these 
protections and guidelines are in­
tended to make sure the students 
are safe and their rights are pro­
tected." 

Burress contended that Eber­
baugh's decision is discriminatory 
because other groups are permit­
ted to eat lunch with students- col­
lege recruiters, for example. 

But Haynes said the school, not 
students, invites such visitors and 
their visits have some bearing on 
the school's responsibility to pre­
pare students for college. 

Encouraging community involvement 
Burress also contended that by 

outlawing the pastor visits, Bullitt 
schools are going against the Ken­
tucky Education Reform Act and 
the school district's own policy, 
both of which encourage commu­
nity involvement. 

"We're not asking for the state 
to sponsor prayer, to allow evan­
gelism or massive prayer during 
lunchtime," Burress said. "All we're 
asking to do is to let these people 
eat lunch with children they serve 
as mentors or role models for." 

Gross stressed that while com­
munity involvement is strongly en­
couraged, there are no mandates 
on how schools should handle it. 

Haynes said it's important for 
school districts to review their pol­
icies for clarity on such issues "to 
make sure they're not waiting on 
the next crisis." 

In . Jefferson County Public 
Schools, visitors are required to 
state the purpose for their visit, 
and it must relate to an education-
al program. _ 

Oldham County school board at-. 
torney Barbara Dickens said princi­
pals seek her advice when visitors 
are in question, and she generally 
poses the following scenario in ref­
erence to equal access laws: 

"You might agree with this 
group's mission," Dickens said. 
"You may not agree with the next 
one. So, do you want to open the 
door? Usually that deters them 
from allowing that." 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
More than 500 supporters 
of Little Flock Baptist 
Church in Shepherdsville 
attended last week's Bullitt 
County School Board 
meeting to object to a 
policy restricting visits 
with students during 
lunch. (© Louisville 
Courier-Journal photo by 
Michael Hayman) 

·' 



·BIG NEWS IN MINISTRY PREPARATION! 
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE 

NOW OFFERS AN OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE A 

FULL LOAD OF CLASSES ONLINE! 

JUST LOOK AT THE PROPOSED LINE-UP FOR FALL 2004: 
NEW TESTAMENT I* (2 HRS) 

NEvV TESTAMENT III (2 HRs) 

, OLD TESTAMENT I* .(2 HRS) 

OLD TESTAMENT III (2 HRS) 

INTRO TO MINISTRY (3 HRS) 

EVANGELISM (3 HRS) 

NEW TESTAMENT II* (2 HRs) 

NEW TESTAMENT VII · (2 HRs) 

·OLD TESTAMENT II* (2 HRs) 

SYSTEMATIC THEOWGY I (3 HRS) 

BAPTIST DOCTRINE (3 HRS) 

* (THESE CLASSES ?UBJECT TO MINIMUN ENROLLMENT OF 5.) 

~ - CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE 
300CLEARCREEKROAD,PINEVILLE,KENTUCKY 40977-9754 

Phone: (606) 337-3196 Fax: (606) 337-2372 
Internet: www.ccbbc .. edu 

E-Mail: 
_ _ !.>resident: bwhittaker@ccbbc.edu 
Admissions: bhowell@ccbbc.edu College Relations: collegerelations@ccbbc.edu 
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