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PRACTICAL R·ESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Pastors tell poll: 
Church-state split 
_ 'gone too far' 

Nashville (BP)-,-More . tha11 
three-fourths of Protestant 
clergy believe the separation of 
church and state iµ the United 

_ States pas gone too far, accord­
ing to research releclsed by Life­
.Way Christian Resources of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

According to Life Way> s Facts 
& Trends magazine, a poll 
found that 78 percent of Prot• 

• -.estant clergy say tMir personal 
opinion is best reflected in the 
statement: "The separation of 
church and state in the U.S. has 
gone too far, or in ways it was 
never intended to ·go.'' 

Eight percent of Protestant 
• clergy .. said they agree with 

the statement "The separation 
of church and state in the U.S. 
has not gone far enough; more 
is-needed." 

Thirteen percent agreed 
with, "The · current separation 
of church and state in the U.S. 
is right about where it should 

• be." 
. The • ~tudy gave clergy an 

opportunity to weigh in on 
a number of specific church-
state issues. • 

I 95 percent of Protestant 
clergy said the words "under 
God" sh9uld continue to be 
included in the Pledge of Al­
legiance. 

I 86 percent said c0urthous!:! 
displays of the. Ten Command­
ments s,hol:lld be allowed. 

179 percent s·aid displaying 
a: Christmas ,nativity scene an 
government -property should 
be allowed. At the same time. 
·71 percent of ·ministers said . 
displaying a )ewisl). •menorah · 

• on government p_roperty dur­
ing_ Hanukkah shou1d be per­
missible . 

. . . 

Hidden abuse 

Evangelist finds healing by sharing about past 
'. ' . 

By Ken Walker . 
State Correspondent 

Monticello-When evangelist 
Dale Rose· strode to the pulpit at nis 
home church Dec. -29, not even his 
mother knew ·what he was about 
to reveal. • 

As a young teen; Rose was mo­
lested by a. man close to his.family. 

"She was shocked;" Rose said. "I 

kept it hidden as a: teenager. It was 
several years before I told anyone · 
and then it.was very limited.'' 

However, since his sermon at 
First- Baptist Church of Monticello, • 
the bivocational evangelist said he 
has found freedom from internal 
strife · and sees God doing more 
through his ministry. 

Several 1.ndi'viduals have sought 

him for counseling, and others . 
. have gone to the pastor of First Bap­
tist for help. 

Rose credits two books by best- · 
selling author John Eldredge; _"Wild 
at Heart" and_' "Waking The "Dead," 

, with helping him achieve an emo­
tional breakthrough in the fall of 
last year. • 
O See Evangelist finds ... Page i 

Prayer even.t .calls attention to West Kentucky river ·mini,tries 
• ., 

By Keith Todd Participants prayed for projects 
State Correspondent and people related to Mississippi 

Wickliffe-Threatening weather River Ministry and Mississippi-Ohio 
inight have reduced their numbers, \.'.'alley Evangelism. or MOVE. 
but what the half-dozen who gath- Mississippi River Ministry is a 
erect lacked in numbers, they m·ade seven-state consortium of Baptist 
_up in dedication. churches and organizations at-

Representatives from four Bap- tacking poverty in the • corridor 
tist _associations gathered in Wick- that runs along -the banks of the 
liffe, overlooking the confluence of Mississippi River. MOVE is the Ken­
the Ohio and Mis_sissippi rivers, for tucky arm of that effort which also 
"Come to the River and·Pray.'' extends to the counties along the 
. The event was designed both to Ohio River in Kentucky and Illinois._ 
pray for and bring attention to min- Blair is Kentucky coordinator for 
istries along the Mississippi and both programs.- • 
Ohio River corridors. "All seven MRM . states from Il-

PRAYER CIRCLE A small group of particip~nts from four Baptist associations 
throughout Western Kentucky gather to pray for area ministries. 

"This is not an agenda event. It linois and Missouri down to the 
has no· program ,it has no speaker," Gulf at New Orle·ans have had Come 
said Charles Blair, a Kentucky Bap- to the River and Pray events," Blair 
tist Convention missions consul- said. • 
tant for Western Kentucky. O See Prayer event .. . Page 8 
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Kentucky sends 
most messengers 
to SBC in Indy 

Indianapolis (BP)­
Ten percent of 
messengers to the 
recent Southern 
Baptist Convention 
annual meeting were 
Kentucky Baptists. 

Kentucky churches 
sent a total of 861 
messengers-the largest 
number of messengers 
of the 8,600 who • 
attended the June 15-16 
SBC annual meeting in 
Indianapolis. 

Other leading 
states were Tennessee 
with 778 messengers, 
Georgia with 624, 
Indiana with 568 
and North Carolina 
with 567, according 
to figures compiled 
by SBC Registration 
Secretary Jim Wells. 

The number of 
messengers registering 
online was 4,907 
(57 percent), up from 
40 percent last year. 

The final messenger 
count of 8,600 included 
participants from 48 
states and the District 
of Columbia. Last year's 
registration total in 
Phoenix was 7,077. 

Lotz urges Baptists to 'break down walls' fii,~b.testa~e1p· 
Citing Christ's words in John 12: I 'B""~bl(Sll .. Jn,~t101,1al i By Trennis Henderson 

Editor ·· 
Birmingham, Ala.-One week af.. 

ter Southern Baptist Convention 
messengers voted to cut ties to the 
Baptist World Alliance, Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship participants wel­
come~ BWA with open arms. 

During CBF's June 24-26 gen­
eral assembly in Birmingham, Ala., 
participants adopted a budget that 
doubles the allocation for BWA from 
$20,000 to $40,000. Participants also 
contributed more than $47,600 in a 
pair of special offerings for BWA. 

BWA's acceptance of CBF last 
year as a member body has been 
cited as a primary reason for the 
SBC's decision to end its 99-year 
partnership with BWA. A February 
report from the SBC's BWA study 
committee stated that BWA's vote 
to include CBF "merely served as 
a confirmation that we must, as a 
convention, allow the world to see 
us without having to look through 
a BWA lens-a lens which, for us, has 
become too cloudy." 

Lotz to CBF: "Welcome home" 
There was nothing cloudy, how­

ever, about BWA's affirmation of one 
of its newest member bodies. 

"Welcome home," BWA General 
Secretary Denton Lotz told CBF par­
ticipants June 25. "Let's move on and 
forget the past and move on to the 
glorious future in Jesus Christ." 

BWA's vote last year to accept 
CBF "affirmed the Baptist principle 
of voluntary association," Lotz said. 
"We want to embrace all Baptists." 

Speaking earlier in the day at a 
BWA breakfast, Lotz urged believers 
to tear down walls that hinder min-

istry efforts, noting that "we've got 
to overcome those terms of conser­
vative and liberal and moderate." 

"I want to be a Baptist, a biblical 
Baptist," he declared. "I want to be 
a Baptist who defends religious lib­
erty and believes in the separation 
of church and state. I want to be 
a Baptist who is a drum major for 
justice like Martin Luther King . ... I 
want to be a Baptist who believes in 
the priesthood of all believers. 

"I want to be a Baptist who be­
lieves. in freedom," Lotz continued. 
"Freedom does not come from 
Washington. It doesn't come from 
Beijing or from Moscow. Freedom 
comes from Jesus Christ, and Bap­
tists better discover that again." 

Reflecting on BWA's 99-year his­
tory as a global Baptist fellowship, 
Lotz said, "In 1905, Baptists gathered 
together in London to-show the es­
sential oneness of the Baptist people 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. • ... We did 
not cbme together to tell you what 
to believe, but we came to affirm 
what we fio believe and that is that 
Jesus Christ is our Lord and that He 
is our unity." 

Lotz called on Baptists to help 
tear down such walls as material­
ism, tribalism, gender, racism, pov­
erty, paganism and secularism. 

"We've been called to be wall­
breakers," he explained. "The trag­
edy of the conflict in the church to­
day is that there is a secular society 
that's hurting and has no hope. And 
what are we doing? We are fighting 
about who believes what more." 

Lotz said believers can help 
break down walls "through prayer, 
through the cross, through love and 
through joy." 

32, "If I be lifted up, I will draw all .- • -~ ,· 
humanio/ to myse_lf,'.' Lotz said t?e ' ··· B~U.mBR·· ... • 1C8 gfOUp 
gospel .. mvolves hftil!-g up Chnst iv By ~arv Knqx, 
alone- not the Baptist cause, not j Texas Baptist Standard 
Am~ri_ca, ~ot colonialism, not im- . !, sirmlngh~.!11• Ala. (ABP)-The 
penahsm. • f 'Q>ope,tatJ.ye' Baptist Fellowship 

Defending religious freedom 
Detailing BWA's role in · lifting 

up Christ around the globe, he said, 
"Your brothers and sisters in many 
countries of the world are suffering 
today for lack of religious freedom. 
That's why the Baptist World Alli­
ance is concerned about religious 
freedom-not only for ourselves, 
but we want religious freedom for 
everybody. 

"We can't defend religious 
freedom for ourselves if we're not 
willing to give it to others of other 
·traditions," he added. 'We want our -­
Hindu and Muslim and Buddhist 
brothers and • sisters to have free­
dom. But we also want the freedom 
to tell them, 'If you want peace and 
if you want hope, you've got to come 
to Jesus Christ because He is the 
source of all hope."' 

voted to helP, start a national 
ecumenical organization, ap­
prot&i a $i6 million budget 
and elected new leaders during 
i~ am;iual Ju.o,e 24-26 general as­
sembly in Birmingham! Ala; 

K total of 2,397 registered 
[ palJicipants , at~ended last 
f week's CBF gathermg-a drop of 
; 45percentfrom last year's total 

of 4,357 regist~red ,J;1artidp~nts. 
This year's total included .113 
Kentucky Baptists. 

• • , I)p-rin~ !;he'busiuess powon 
of the three-day meeting, CBF 
participants 'agre&l without 
debate or dissent to become a 

1 founding member of Christian 
Churches Together in the USA, 
a new org.µiization expected 
to encompass denominations 
from across the spectrum of 
Christianity. 

Issuing a call for Baptist unity, 1 

Lotz urged Baptists to "become a I 
loving people." 

Christian Churches Together 
will involve -evangelical, Ortho­
dox. Roman .Catholic, Pentecos­
tal, historical Protestant, and 
racial and ethnic Christian 
churches inAmerica; said Sonja 
Phillips, co-chair of the task 
force and co-pastor of Central 
Baptist Church :< of Daytona 
Beach, Fla. • 

"How can a world hear the gos­
pel when we're filled with hatred, 
bitterness and anger and we're 
not loving?" he asked. "We need to 
love everyone as Baptists, whether 
we're on the right or the left, in the 
middle-all these dumb terms we've 
got. We've got to love people into 
the Kingdom. ... Let's break down 
the walls." 
With additional reporting by Associated 
Baptist Press 

Membership wm include 
t chU(ches that "believe in the 
t Lord · Jesus J'.:hrist- as God and 

SBC, BWA leaders continue to trade charges 
• Savi,qi;" e1I1b,race the. histor.ic 

und,Standiµg of God as Trjn.: 
ity and "seek ways to work 
togegter t~;;pres~ t , a . cre~~ple , 
Cl}ristian w;.fuess!\ to s00,ety, ' 

By Robert Marus 
Associated Baptist Press 

Washington (ABP)-Denton Lotz, 
general secretary of the Baptist 
World Alliance, claims the organi­
zation was "slandered" and "ma­
ligned" by Southern Baptist Conven­
tion leader Paige Patterson during 
a report at the recent SBC annual 
meeting. 

Patterson, president of South­
western Baptist Theological Semi­
nary in Fort Worth, Texas, said he 
stands by his earlier charge that 
BWA has experienced "a continual 
leftward drift." 

"Baptists of the world, and the 
Baptist World Alliance in particular, 
were slandered by statements made 
to messengers at the annual meet­
ing of the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion," Lotz said in a sharply worded 
statement released June 21. 

Patterson, a former SBC presi­
dent and a member of the study 
committee that recommended the 
SBC break ties with the BWA. issued 
a response June 22. 

Patterson stated in his SBC report 
th.at BWA continues to be affiliated 
with the American Baptist Churches 
USA. which has accepted a new 
regional association in the Pacific 
Northwest that includes two gay­
friendly churches. 

Although American Baptists' gen­
eral board is officially on record as 
opposing homosexuality, Patterson 
accused the ABC of being too open 
to gay-friendly churches. 

• I I t 1 

"Southern Baptists have not said 
that the BWA promotes gay mar­
riage or homosexuality," Patterson 
said. "We have said ... that some 
unions now tolerate churches which 
welcome practitioners of homosexu­
al behavior. 

"We have also said that if the 
BWA tolerates a convention or union 
which is accepting of churches with 
this anti-biblical agenda, then · we 
can no longer lend our name or re­
sources to that alliance," Patterson 
said. 

Lotz cited a 1994 BWA General 
Council resolution opposing same­
sex marriage. "The BWA does not 
support homosexuality as an ac­
ceptable lifestyle, believing it to be 
incompatible with the teachings 
of Scripture," he said, adding that 
BWA "affirms without reservation 
that marriage is a holy state and 
only between a man and a woman 
forever." 

Lotz also dismissed as "ridicu­
lous" SBC leaders' charges that the 
BWA has given a platform to "anti­
American" sentiments expressed 
by international Baptists without 
allowing Americans to respond. 

"We are citizens of the Kingdom 
of God and loyal citizens of our own 
nations," Lotz said. "As Baptists who 
believe in the authority of the Word 
of God, we believe that all ofus must 
be open to the prophetic voice from 
God as it applies to our nations and 
to the world." 

Patterson said his criticism was 

J f~ · ,.~1 J,,"'jJ,,'..&'1Ji 

that BWA leaders provided insuf.. f Phillips add~. 
ficient opportunity for Americans ~\ 'Q);e . y~ .eric3¼\,; .... Bagti~t ,~ 
to respond to what he perceived as ,.· Church. es, <U·•····•·SA.: the .. E.~ .. an.·· .~el1- • 
anti-American sentiments at BWA ~ cal Lutheran Church in Airier-
meetings. t i~; '"3;nd tbep~n,iteg,MeQi~~ist 

Patterson al~o raised the iss~e I' Church ' ah;ta~yJ1_ave afn;IIied 
of BWA toleratmg member bodies .. the new orga,ruzation. • 
that support women as pastors. He [; ;; It,,~n-~l~}lnebe~.yheµ25 
said-that refuted Lotz's claim that I denorri.inatiofis 'atid" religi9us 
BWA-is a "conserv;itive, evangelical" . ~ orgariizatioqs' vote !Rjo.in; said 

fell~~h!iid BWA h~ither promotes • r~:rqtJj~~~/~f!f~~~~ I 
nor condemns the issue of women • \ • nan,. (;a, That,. is~ ~pecte~ JO ••• . 
as pastors. "Since we affirm the L. happ,µ.by~y'200§;tf'• ,'.'i(;')/'.i: i 
autonomy of Baptist bodies," he f, Tiie CUF't$16 million 2,.904- -
said, "it is the prerogative of local f 05 ~~<lgetis-}llmosttl}~ salli~ asJ: I 
churches and their member bodies ~ 0thect:trrent~udg~t;;:~hith•.:}Vas'.?1J 
to make decisions on ordination." t cut ha~ last year aft~ the"C:BF 

Patterson also said that BWA had ~. taile4, to me,~ itsr~9q2-o~i'~1.1d- i i 
repeatedly provided a platform at its ,,, get, ,;said Pllilip>Wi#'ei dia'fof f 
events for "liberal and neo-orthodox ' the CBF finance cotpmittee'and I 
presenters" such as former U.S. L pas!?rofS~lldBa~ru~Ch~rch 
President Jimmy Carter, Anglican f,C of'L~bboc~; Texas. ll![;;t• ii: ;;/, 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu of South ,; Major budget i~ms include ! 
Africa and American Baptist socio lo- ; , mor~ th~n ;? milijg~ fof ~~pl>al 
gist Tony Campolo. • ~. missfom'arid,cminisiges; inci:ua~ ' 

''Southern Baptists have no inten- ' ing funding about 150 career 
tion of engaging in any further tit missionaries, as well as ,$.1,9 
for tat with BWA leadership," Patter- million to help fund . affiliated 
son concluded. "There is a world to seminaries, divinity schools, col-
reach for Christ. Southern Baptists ; legiate ministry and,other lead­
shall now turn our attention to that. ! ership development programs; 
We would risk the suggestion that New officers include mod-
the BWA do the same." erator Bob Setzer, pastor of 

Lotz said the BWA "hopes for and First Baptist Church of Christ 
will work for reconciliation with in Macon, Ga., and modera-
our Southern Baptist brothers and tor-elect Joy Yee, pastor of New 
sisters and prays for their return to , Covenant Baptist Church in San 
the historic and international Bap- Francisco. 
tist world family." 

. 
4 : · } J .! J ' 1 ;', I LI r • J 
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Counselors: Facing truth first step toward healing 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

Lexington-Two counselors who 
have dealt extensively with people 
suffering from the effects of sexual 
abuse agree that facing the truth 
of what happened is the first step 
toward healing. • 

Rashmi Adi-Brown, program di­
rector for Prevent Child Abuse Ken­
tucky, said counselors to victims try 
to help them overcome guilt. 

"No counseling or therapy 
is going to make the event go 
away in the person's head," said 
Adi-Brown, formerly a therapist 
who specialized in helping abuse 
victims in two central Kentucky 
counties. "They need to recognize 
what happened, but that it wasn't 
their fault. There's a lot of guilt and 
shame associated with it." 

There are a multitude of reasons 
for guilt, she said. Sometimes the 
perpetrator says things to persuade 
the victim he or she caused the inci­
dent or victims' bodies innately re­
sponded to the abuser, which later 
causes confusion. 

This is why victims must hear 
the message that it wasn't their 
fault, Adi-Brown said. 

Once that is reinforced by police, 
prosecutors, counselors, victims' ad­
vocates-and in the case of church 

HIDDEN ABUSE Counselors say one of 
the best things victims can do is get it 
out in the open. (File illustration) 

members, other Christians-the 
idea will sink in, Adi-Brown said. 

"You can overcome this" is an­
other message victims should hear, 
Adi-Brown said. 

"They will never forget about it, 
but they can reach a point where it 
doesn't overtake their existence 24 

hours a day," he said 
Getting past denial is also a key 

to dealing· with anger, according 
to Mitch Holbrook of Cornerstone 
Counseling, who said in 80 percent 
of the cases the victim knows the 
offender. 

"Talking about it and getting 
rid of the guilt helps," Holbrook 
said. "Many can't believe they feel 
this way about an individual who 
supposedly cared for them. Before 
they can forgive, they have to walk 
through the hate Stage. Anger is 
a healthy response to being vio­
lated." 

Talking to a counselor 
Meeting with a counselor or 

other trusted adviser is also part 
of the healing process; Holbrook 
said. While it won't be easy, some­
one struggling with bad memories 
should be able to explore those feel­
ings, the counselor added. 

Churches can play a role in help­
ing victims, Adi-Brown said. Church 
members should remember that 
they are part of a community 
where the best thing they can do is 
look out for each other, she said. 

If children reveal that some­
one has taken advantage of them, 
adults should be responsive and 
empathetic, while also contacting 

authorities, she said. 
If another adult confesses strug­

gles, the best answer is, "What can 
I do to help?" Adi-Brown said. "Ask, 
'Can I go with you to talk to some­
one' or 'Can I help find someone for 
you to talk to?'" 

Congregations also can act to 
prevent abuse from occurring in 
church settings, Holbrook said_ 

In the past, churches were ill­
prepared to deal with potential 
dangers, which created avenues for 
predators, he said. 

But more churches today are 
instituting screening procedures, 
including personal background 
checks, because of widespread 
news accounts about the problem, 
Holbrook said. 

Several churches in Berea have 
taken this step in recent years, in­
cluding Holbrook's church, Berea 
Baptist. 

"Pay close attention to who's 
there and who wants to be with 
kids," Holbrook said_ "Question any 
behavior that seems to be inappro­
priate. See that adults aren't alone 
with children. 

"Most of the time the response 
is, 'I've been a member for (many 
years), why should I do this now?' 
Sometimes it's not an easy thing to 
do in a church community." 

Evangelist fi~ds ministry enhanced by discussing childhood abuse 
Continued from page 1 

"They caused me to open up ancf 
cry out to the Lord," he. said. "I had 
some deep feelings of anger and 
resentment. I had to release that. 
I -did it privately. I would read at 2 
or 3 o'clock in the morning. When 
I sat and wept, God brought healing 
tome." 

Rose's status as a victim isn't 
unique, according to the executive 
director of Prevent Child Abuse 
Kentucky. 

Jill Seyferd cited a report from 
her parent organization-based on 
a study by the Packard Foundation­
that estimates at least 20 percent of 
women and up to 16 percent of men 
experienced some form of sexual 
abuse as children. 

Seyferd said Kentucky doesn't de­
viate much from national statistics. 

"Roughly 80 percent of (prison) 
inmates experienced some kind of 
abuse as a child," Seyferd said. "This 
is historical data spread out over 
many years, that weren't necessar­
ily reported or investigated (at the 
time)." 

Abuse not uncommon 
Mitch Holbrook, a pasto­

ral counselor with Corner- • 
stone Counseling- a depart­
ment of Kentucky Baptist 
Homes for Children-deals 
regularly with people who 
have problems stemmiag 
from sexual abuse. 

Holbrook, who is based 
in Berea, estimates 30 per- Dale Rose 
cent of his clients discuss 
such experiences. 

The counselor said there are 
numerous indicators of molestation 
or other forms of abuse, including a 
history of isolation, failed relation­
ships, depression or self-destructive 
behavior. 

While few people are willing 

to talk publicly about their pain, 
Holbrook said he hopes the step by 

a public figure such as Rose 
will encourage others to 
come forward. 

"The secretiveness of it 
is one thing that gives it 
its power," Holbrook said. 
"People don't stop to think 
that when it happened 
they were too young to do 
anything about it. When 
they talk about it with 
someone they can trust, 
they can look at reality: 

They didn't do this, didn't want this 
and didn't have a role in it." 

Rose agrees, saying Satan is a 
master at prodding someone to 
commit a perverted act and then 
convincing the victim that he .or she 
is to blame. 

The Monticello resident doesn't 

like to discuss details of the inci­
dents, although when he called 
them "mild" another victim told 
him, "No abuse is mild." 

But Rose said the acts caused 
confusion and questions about his 
identity as he sorted through the 
maturing process of adolescence. 

Ironically, the evangelist said the 
molestation allowed him to min­
ister effectively to others because 
he is sensitive to their hurts and 
needs. 

Once, after talking for 15 minutes 
with a couple experiencing marital 
difficulties, he asked the wife if she 
had been abused. She broke into 
tears as she described childhood 
molestation by her grandfather, a 
deacon in her church. 

During a revival last year, a 
young woman who came to the 
altar later admitted she had been 

molested by her uncle, a respected 
community leader. 

"It's their nature; there's a bur­
den there," Rose said of his abil­
ity to spot victims' problems. "You 
learn to see through it." 

A wholesale shoe dealer who 
preaches at about two dozen reviv­
als and other events a year, Rose 
often uses a six-foot mannequin. 
The figure "rises" from the dead, a 
biblical parallel to Lazarus. 

The evangelist said he uses the 
prop while talking about the "grave 
clothes" people wear-including 
abuse-that keep them from experi­
encing the abundant life God wants 
them to have. 

Churches should allow people 
the freedom to confess such situa­
tions and find the help they need 
to overcome them without feeling 
any judgment or condemnation, 
Rose said. 

Steps toward healing 
For those who struggle with the 

emotional effects of abuse, 'Rose 
suggests a four-step process: 

I Don't blame yourself because 
a person with a stronger will• than 
yours overpowered you. 

I Don't feel dirty. Satan loves to 
put people on guilt trips. 

I Seek godly counsel to get rid of 
guilt, anger and shame. 

I Go to Jesus as the "balm of Gile­
ad" and allow Him to bring healing. 

While that is a start, Rose noted 
that he can't fully explain the free­
dom that God provided, since it 
didn't follow a neat pattern. 

"Sometimes we are guilty in the 
Christian faith of giving steps to get 
from point A to point B to point C," 
he said. 

"B:ut there is a part to the Chris­
tian faith that is mystical. It can't 
be described other than in spiritual 
realms." 

Indicators of 
sexual abuse 

According to the 
U.S. Department of 
Health and Human 
Services, the following 
could be indicators of 
sexual abuse taking 
place. 

When a child: 
I Has difficulty 

walking or sitting. 
I Suddenly refuses 

to change for gym or 
participate in physical 
activities. 

I Reports 
nightmares or 
bedwetting. 

I Experiences a 
sudden change in 
appetite. 

I Demonstrates 
bizarre, sophisticated 
or unusual sexual 
knowledge or behavior. 

I Becomes pregnant 
or contracts a venereal 
disease, particularly if 
under 14. 

I Runs away. 
I Reports sexual 

abuse by a parent 
or another adult 
caregiver. 

When a parent or 
adult caregiver: 

I Is unduly 
protective of the child 
or severely limits 
the child's contact 
with other children, 
especially of the 
opposite sex. 

I Is secretive and 
isolated. 

I Is jealous or 
controlling with family 
members. 

If sexual abuse of a 
child is suspected, it 
should be reported to a 
child protective service 
or to the police. 

Any professional 
who fails to report 
a suspected case 
of abuse may face 
criminal charges 
for not reporting 
their suspicion. 
However, it is not the 
responsibility of the 
person suspecting 
abuse to prove-that 
abuse has occurred. 

It is important for 
the victims to receive 
medical attention for 
injuries or complaints, 
support for their 
situation and not to be 
blamed for the sexual 
abuse. 

It is also important 
for these children to 
receive professional 
help from those who 
are trained to counsel 
sexually abused 
children. 

For more 
information, visit 
www.preventchild 
abuse.org. 
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Is the SBC a frog in the kettle? 
By James Draper 

One way to boil a.. frog is to put 
it in a kettle with lukewarm water 
and slowly turn up the heat. The 
frog doesn't really sense the chang­
ing temperature and before the frog 
knows it's too late, well, it's too late. 

I'm afraid the Southern Baptist 
Convention resembles the frog a bit 
too much these days, and it's time 

from a number of people across our 
denomination that professions of 
faith are good enough. They are not 
teaching the importance of p:ublicly 
identifying with Jesus through bap­
tism-and they're ignoring His com­
mand to baptize His followers. 

Perhaps the main reason for 
the decline in baptisms is that our 
denomination is simply failing to 

reach people for Christ. for us to realize the wa­
ter is heating up. COMMENTARY My second concern 

During the recent 
Southern Baptist Convention an­
nual meeting, I introduced two 
concerns I have about the future of 
our denomination. 

My first concern stems from the 
decrease in baptisms as reported for 
the fouith consecutive year in the 
Annual Church Profile. It reflects a 
denomination that's lost its focus 
on evangelism. It is hard for some­
one to argue to the contrary when 
more than 10,000 Southern Baptist 
churches did not baptize a single 
person last year. Although we've . 
seen tremendous strides in over­
seas baptisms, we are not keeping 
up with the population growth at 
home or around the world. 

I fear there is a lack of urgency in 
our churches to baptize. I've heard . 

Share the good news· 
• Jesus spent much of His ministry 

here on earth among the sinners 

is a lack of denomina­
tional involvement and loyalty I see 
among younger ministers. Some of 
us older folks need to fess up that the 
fault for this lies with us. We have 
failed the younger generation by not 
creating a dynamic atmosphere and 
showing them the relevancy of being 
Southern Baptist. We've not taught 
people in our churches how the SBC 
and its entities work and relate to 
one another. We battle today over 
trivial issues like forms of worship, 
styles of leadership and approaches 
to ministry. These younger folks may 
not do it the way you or I do it, but 
who said our way is the only way? 

Younger leaders are asking, "Is 
there a place for me at the table 
in the SBC?" That question hits me 
right in the gut. There needs to 

by a Christian faculty. Our princi­
pal, many teachers and other staff 
members are Christians. We live out 
our Christianity while teaching our 

students. of the world-prostitutes, . 
thieves, etc. That i's why I 
am amazed (actually, ap­
palled) by the resolutions 
proposed by messengers at 
the Southern Baptist Con­
vention annual meeting. 

«'-=-..J r:1 
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Every Monday in my 
classroom, students write 
about their weekend. As 
students share, many of 
them mention church. 
I prompt them to share 
more details. Other stu­

BAPTIST 

The vote to withdraw ii) 11lh'J I 

from the Baptist World Alliance was 
no surprise. After all, other BWA 
participants do not always think 
like Southern Baptists. Therefore, 
they must be sinners so Southern 
Baptists should not support them. 

The proposed resolution that 
really upset me was the Christian 
education resolution. As a public 
school teacher, I am surrounded 

dents add to the conversation or 
ask questions that lead us to more 
discussions about Sunday school les­
sons, sermons, etc. 

I teach heavily about Christian 
beliefs during holidays. Yes, I teach 
about beliefs and celebrations of 
others as they appear on the calen­
dar, but I spend much more time on 
Christian beliefs. Last Christmas, my 

Celebrating endearing relationships 
I recently had the privilege of 

conducting the wedding ceremony 
for a special couple, Josh Adams and 
Blaire Poague. Jerome Browne, a for­
mer pastor at First Baptist Church of 
Calvert City, assisted. 

and grandfather, Jack Adams. 
Blaire's extended family at the 

wedding included ministers and an 
International Mission Board mis­
sionary. Pray that Josh and Blaire, 

as well as other newly 
married couples, will ex­
perience a growing and 
endearing relationship of 
Christian love empowered 
by the grace of God. 

Special testimonies 

This wedding was special 
to me and to Jerome because 
of the many personal con­
nections we have had with 
the families of this couple. 
He had performed the wed­
ding for Blaire's parents 
and I h~d performed the 
wedding for Josh's parents 
when I was pastor at First 
Baptist Church of Whites­
burg. Blaire's grandmother 

Bil{ Mai:kBf~ 

During the Southern 
Baptist Convention in In­
dianapolis, the 1MB report 
featured powerful testimo­
nies. One was from Carrie 

had been the church secretary for 
Jerome and Josh's grandmother had 
served as church secretary for my 10 
years in Whitesburg. 

There were other connections 
as well. It had been my privilege 
to perform the wedding for Josh's 
aunts and uncles-Diane and Homer 
Combs, and Moneica and Steve 
Hogg. It also was my privilege to 
baptize Josh's father, Steve Adams. 

McDonnall, who saw her husband 
and three other 1MB missionaries 
killed while traveling in northern 
Iraq on March 15. She was seriously 
wounded in the attack but contin­
ues to encourage Christians to reach 
out to people in the "hard places" of 
the world. 

Another testimony was from a 
converted Muslim who described 
persecution and rejection by his 

be a greater connection between 
them and those of us in positions of 
leadership-from the associational 
level to the state conventions and 
on to the SBC. We'd better address 
the question or the SO-something 
leaders will be turning out the 
denominational lights when their 
ministries draw to a close. 

The struggle over the last 25 years 
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How do you rate 
your satisfaction 
with financial 
priorities, goals? 

within the Southern Baptist ~onven- By Don Spencer 
tion was for scriptural fidelity-and Below are a series of state-
we won. Let's do something with ments. Enter a score of 1-10 
the victory. Unfortunately there is a to indicate 
mindset that the younger ministers your satisfac- . 
weren't there during the struggle so tion with that 
they don't have a part in the concen- aspect of your 
tration of power that has emerged. 1 1 financial life. 
I think many people associate youth I 1 (lO=Very Satis-
with theological liberalism. That's fled, 5=Moder-
simply not true. All younger minis- lijiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiil ately Satisfied 
ters are asking for is a voice to help and 1 =Not Satisfied) 
determine the future direction of I am satisfied: 
the SBC. We have a choice: selfishly _ 1. With my level of giving 
hoard the power and see our denom- to my church and other chari-
ination die within the next 20 years, table giving. 
or transfer leadership, theology and 2. With my level of debt. 
passion to future generations. - 3. With my spending hab-

Is the Southern Baptist Conven- its. 
tion the frog in the kettle? Time will 4. With the current level of 
tell, but if we cook, we have no one my retirement savings. 
to blame but ourselves. _ 5. With my investment 
James Draper is president of LifeWay choices. 
Christian Resources of the Southern Baptist _ 6. With my current insur-
Conventioo ance coverages. 

students even made a nativity scene 
as they learned how and why Chris­
tians celebrate Christmas. 

My school has a diverse popula­
tion of children and staff. Many 
Protestant denominations are 
represented as well as the Catho­
lic, Muslim and Jehovah's Witness 
faiths. While I do not always agree 
with others' beliefs, I do not isolate 
myself from them. 

I am thankful the Christian 
education resolution was not af­
firmed by messengers. They also 
should have voted down withdrawal 
from BWA. lf we pull ourselves out 
of the sinful world we live in, how 
will we sinners who have been saved 
by grace ever share that good news 
with the rest of the world? 

Kimberly Mattingly 
Louisville 

family after he accepted Christ. His 
witness led first to the conversion of 
his best friend, then to the conver­
sions of many people in his village. 
Now, more than 200,000 believers 
have been baptized. 

Prayers for Iraq 
There are many families in 

Kentucky affected by the military 
deployments to Iraq. On a recent 
weekend I spoke at Irvington Bap­
tist Church where the pastor, Jerry 
Shacklett, is facing the possibility 
of active duty in Iraq as a chaplain. 
Likewise, the couple with whom 
we spent the night-Estil and Peggy 
Banks-is anticipating that their 
son, Estil Darrell, will be deployed 
this summer for his second tour of 
duty in Iraq. 

Please join me in praying for 
peace to come to Iraq and for the loss 
of lives to cease. Also, pray diligently 
for the missionaries who are serving 
in challenging places that they will 
be protected and have open doors to 
share the gospel so all nations might 
come to Jesus Christ. 
Bill Mackey is executive director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

7. With the ability I have to 
meet my financial obligations. 
_ 8. With my savings for my 
children's education. 
_ 9. With the feelings I have 

• about my financial life. 
10. That financial issues do 

not cause stress in the relation­
ships that are most important 
tome. 
_11. With the status of my 
current estate plans. 
_12. That I have taken advan­
tage of ways to reduce my tax 
obligation. 
_13. With the income poten­
tial my current job or career 
provides. 

14. With the "extras" that I 
am able to buy for myself and/ 
or loved ones. 
_15. With the way I keep my 
financial records. 

16. With how I respond 
emotionally to financial issues. 

17. With the working rela­
tionship I have with financial 
professionals (bank, brokers, 
accountant, insurance agent, 
etc.). 

Space here does not allow 
me to address each of these 
statements in depth. 

Hopefully these statements 
will help you identify those 
areas (those with the lowest 
scores) where you should give 
serious attention and get 
professional assistance where 
needed. 

If you have a large number 
of answers with low scores, 
avoid the tendency to avoid do­
ing anything. 

Take the t\.vo or three that 
are the lowest and deal actively 
with those. 

It's likely that dealing with 
two or three issues on the list 
will help improve many other 
areas of your financial life. 

Don Spencer is a certified financial 
planner and directs the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's annuity department 
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Parents can help teach kids 
honesty through modeling 
Q: How can I help my child learn to be honest? 

A 1999 survey of high school high achievers reported 
that 80 percent of teens at the top of their class had cheat­

PARENTING 
ed in school. In 2002, 82 percent of 
CEOs of large companies admitted 
cheating on their golf scorecards. 

Organizational psychologist Ken Siegel says, "People are 
losing the ability to distinguish what is honest and what 
is not. Lies are getting bigger and bigger. We're seeing this 
played out everywhere now from Tyco to Enron." Even 
Christians are having trouble connecting belief and behav­
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Baptist editors evaluate 2004 SBC actions 
Missions and evangelism? Yes. Baptist World Al- ever, is the apathy I saw about BWA and an unwilling­

liance? No. Reject anti-public school rhetoric? Yes. ness to allow BWA to give their "side" to messengers 
Study Southern Baptist .Convention name change? at the convention .... 
No. As a denomination we are far from perfect. The 

Convention messengers took a variety of stands on good news, however, is we serve .a perfect God with a 
key issues during the SBC's recent annual meeting in perfect Son Qesus Christ), who loves us uncondition­
Indianapolis. Reflections by state Baptist paper edi- ally. 
tors across the nation include: Pray that Southern Baptists, as a denomination, 

Marv Knox, Texas Baptist Standard: As this year's can continue to share the love of a perfect God with 
Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting neared an imperfect world. 
its conclusion, a veteran reporter from another state Charlie Warren, Arkansas Baptist News: The SBC 
looked up from her work and announced, "I've never Resolutions Committee and messengers themselves 
been to an SBC like this before." .............. were wise to reject a controversial resolu-ior. A 1994 sllrvey reported that 68 percent 

of Southern Baptist teenagers lie to their 
parents and 44 percent cheat on tests. 

In an article titled "The Gift of Honesty," 
author Bonnie Bruno passes along several 
suggestions for helping children develop a 
finely tuned conscience while living in a 
society that continues to lose its way: 

She was right. The Indianapolis meeting i,f,l~W,~~ tion submitted by T.C. Pinckney of Virginia 
T ""' JII marked my 25th national convention, and •....,.;_...,..,.,.,_ and Bruce Shortt of Texas, which asked 

I've never seen another one like it. ... Southern Baptists to remove their children 

Parents should commit to modeling 
honesty, even when it hurts or costs. Casually, but clearly 
point out even the small and seemingly insignificant situa­
tions when honesty comes into play in everyday life. 

Share a time when you had to make the difficult choice 
to be honest. Discuss hypothetical situations dealing with 
honesty with your children. Help them talk and think 
through what they would do. 

Talk together about people who have displayed honesty. 
Examples can be found in almost every area of life, as well 
as in literature. William Bennett's "Book of Virtues" con­
tains a variety of stories that deal with truthfulness and 
honesty. 

Finally, remind boys and girls that God wants them to 
be honest. Read and memorize Scriptures such as Psalm 
51:6 and Zechariah 8:16.-David Garrard 

Even more unusual than contested elec- .. 111111 ... 11111111 from "godless" and "anti-Christian" public 
tions and overturned motions were com- schools. 
ments made by convention leaders. For Many Christian parents opt to home-
the first time since fundamentalists gained school their children or send them to pri-
control of the convention, they seemed vate Christian schools. We commend them. 
willing to wring their hands in public. Now But many others can't afford private school 
that their political victory has been sealed tuition and may not have the time, energy or 
for more than a decade, perhaps they feel , education to teach their own children. Many 
secure enough to confront looming issues lrrennls Henderson; also feel public schools need the influence of 
in front of the rank-and-file. ... ~ ~ • • • • • ·""" .1 Christian parents and children. The Resolu­

The world is going to hell faster than Baptists are tions Committee basically said parents should make 
baptizing. The challenge of evangelism, missions, their own decisions about their children's education. 
church-starting and ministry is greater now than I was pleased with the committee's decision and with 
ever. All Baptists need the spark of divine creativity to the messengers' rejection of Pinckney's proposed 
rejuvenate lagging efforts.... amendment to the resolution on seculariz~tion. 

While public expressions of doubt may have made Lynn Clayton, Louisiana Baptist Message: The big 
many SBC leaders cringe, the discussions they should secular media note was that messengers did not 
raise are necessary for the SBC to move ahead. Enough approve a resolution to urge Southern Baptists to 
of looking back on its "conservative resurgence." withdraw their children from public schools. The 

. . . . . . . , Without a vision for the future, the SBC will decline. Resolutions Committee did not bring the resolution 
Q. ~ftr!Y. "1)!)ur ma.rfJ1Ul~..,IJ_IY. Wife and I had sp_ecull w.a~s - James Smith, Florida Baptist ·Witness: The annual to the floor and a motion from the floor to approve 
we wou,ld commum_cate with each other.Jar. example, . . fth h B . • • Ind. h · 1 bli · d 1 · d"d sometimes in church •008 of us would reach for the meeting o e Sout em aptist Convention m ia- t e prev10us y pu aze reso ution i not come 
other's hand and place one finger, then four fingers and napolis provided clear evidence that there is a grow- close to passing. 
then three fingers·in their hand. This meant "I love you, ing level of restlessness among grassroots Southern Whatever else the failure of the resolution means, 
1-4-3" in code. I cannot remember the last time we Baptists with their leaders. The good news is that at it does mean that the messengers present are not 
communicated in this way. W~ have lost touch. I still least several leaders were paying attention-and are ready to abandon public schools. Now, we can hope 
love ~er b~t I am not happy with the status quo of our already taking steps to demonstrate their concern. that Southern Baptists as a whole will become in-
relationship. What can I ~o? . From the vote on a motion to study whether to volved in making their public schools better in every 

Couple ntuals are sp~c1al ways to ~ommumca_te our l~ve change the name of the Southern Baptist Conven- way. 
for our spouse. These n~als woven mto the dally routi~e tioil, to the last-minute nomination from the floor In an action that surprised absolutely no one, 

rem_md us of the value and special of an additional candidate for SBC president, mes- messengers affirmed the Executive Committee's rec-
feellmgh~ wbe hkav:Thfor olnutr mt~te. 

1 
F sengers took several opportunities during the annual ommendation to withdraw from the Baptist World 

n is oo , e en wna am- • d h • 1 h h • h fi th • Alli H full th • 1 d hi d ily." William Doherty writes, ''When couples are falling in ~eeting to sen t e signa_ t at t ey wis or err ance. ope y, _ e conven~on ea _ers p an 
love, they are experts at creating rituals. After they marry, views_ to be taken more senously than they currently leaders of ~e Baptist World_ Alliance will work to-
they often lose their touch." Doherty explains this failure per~eive them to be tak~n. ·:· . gether to bnng the two bodies back together. They 
by pointing out the degree to which courting couples are Like any large orgamzation, the Southern Baptist need each other. 
intentional and make it a priority to engage "in couple- Convention bureaucracy runs the danger of losing Bob Terry, Alabama Baptist: If there were a single 

MARRIAGE 

oriented activities that help them feel close." touch with the people who really make it work. It is, moment that defined the just-completed 147th an-
When I was a child, my father would kiss me goodbye however, a sign of the health of the SBC that we func- nual session of the Southern Baptist Convention, it 

before leaving for work. I can remember the slight scratchi- tion in a manner which offers the opportunity for was when wounded international missionary Carrie 
ness ?f his face and ~e scent of at:tershave. Early in my dissenting voices to be heard. McDonnall stepped to the microphone during the 
mamag~ I shared !his _memory_ with ~y husband ~nd Still, there's little doubt that there is a growing closing session Wednesday evening. 
asked him to do this_ with me smce he is ai:i ea~ly nse_r. perception that the SBC leadership is indifferent to McDonnall was severely wounded in a drive-by 
Through_out our :111amage J?Y husband has mamtamed this the concerns of grassroots Southern Baptists. Those shooting in Iraq on March 15. Her husband David, to-
couple ntual. It 1s comforting and helps me feel loved and . . . . . '. 

t d t h. leaders have an obligation to demonstrate ... that they gether with three other International Miss10n Board 
connec e o 1m. 1 • d • h • fr db • • d. din th k • Couple rituals are vital in courting behavior in order to too ar~ tru y mtereste m eanng om an emg re- representatives, ie e attac . 
help bring a couple together. In marriage they are essential sponsiv~ to t~e grassroots. . McDonnall braced b~th of ~er elbows on a walker 
to nurturing the close feelings associated with loving your Lonme Wilkey, Te~essee Baptist and Refl~r: as she move? to the pod~um with the help ofan atten-
mate. Ask your wife about the courting rituals she most Another. annual meeting of the Southern Baptist dant. Then, ma clear voice, she shared how some had 
enjoyed and reintroduce those into your marriage relation- Convention has come and gone. asked about her sacrifice and suffering for the cause 
ship. Share with your wife any couple rituals you value. And, as in recent years, the 2004 version had both of the gospel. • 
Take action! Surprise your wife by starting a new couple its positive and negative elements. Recounting how Jesus suffered and died for her 
ritual that expresses your love and adoration for her.- On the plus side, I saw something I have not seen and for all who will believe on His name, she asked, 
Valerie Vincent in recent years. Messengers showed a capacity to "How could I do any less?" 
Family Forum writers are: "think for themselves," an indication that they are Messengers gathered in the Indianapolis Conven-
Oavid Ga~rard, minister to ~hildren at St. Matthews ~aptist not happy with being just "rubber stamps." ... tion Center greeted McDonnall with a sustained 

Church ,_n Loutsvtlle._ E-mail: ~garrard@smbcloutsvtlle.org. This year's attendance gives credence to the fact standing ovation as she was introduced. As she 
J~mes Stlllwe/1, mt~ister to stn~les at Immanuel Baptist Church Southern Baptists are being cautious with their time turned to go back to her seat the messengers stood 

m Lexmgton. E-mail: 1amess@1bs-lex.org. d ~ · · ' 
Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in an money. Attendan~e ialle~ once agam to reach and applauded once more. . 

Louisville. E-mail:vhvdmin@msn.com. 9,000 messengers. Indianapohs was not a hard place Before them was one who embodied the reason 
Scott Wigginton, executive director of LifeCare counseling for messengers to get to. We are seeing a lack of in- the Southern Baptist Convention existed-to share 

at Walnut Street Baptist Church and associate professor/ terest across the board in what is happening on the the news of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ .... 
department coordinator_of ~hristian counseling at Boyce College national level. ... The heartbeat of Southern Baptists, whether in 
m Loutsvtlle. E-maJ/: sw1ggmton@sbts.edu. On the negative side I was saddened to see South- this nation or in the distant parts of the world, is 

Send quest,?n~ for Famt/y Forum to ~estern Recorde_r, Box etn Baptists end a 99-year-old relationship with the evangelism. That is our prime value, and this year's 
43969, Lout~vtlle, If( 4025~ or e-mail wesrec@earthlmk.net. n::intist World AlliancP. ,Alh"t sadden.c; JllP morP how- ,, n" ti. t di - d th t ·nn ., " t , 
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NATIONAL NOTES 
Ln AnQeles removes cross from county seal: Govern­
ment leaders in ,Los Angeles County voted to remove a 

•· ~mall cross from their county. seal after the American 
Civil Liberties Union challenged .the seal's const~tutional­
ity. During a rauco~s three-hour meeting June 8, county 
supervisors voted 3-2 to remove the cross-meant to repre­
sent the Spanish missionaries who settled the area-from· 
the seal. More th_an 1,000 angry citizens gathered at the 
supervisors' chambers to protest the .decision, and more 
than 190 peop_le condemned.the decision in three,hours 
of testimony. . 

Gibson sues company over 'Passion' revenues.- M,el ·Gib­
son, who produc~d the blockbuster fil:in, "The Passion 
of the Chi;ist,.'' has · sued the Regal Cinema theater chain 
for allegedly breaking-its contract on the film's box office 
revenues. In a lawsuit filed June 7 in Los Angeles Superior 
Court, Gibson said the 6,000-screen company owes him 
more than $40 million, plus punitive damages, according 
to Reuters news agency. Gibson charged he was due 55 
percent of gross ticket revenues , but Regal gave him only 

• 34 percent. • • 

Denomination ba~ks ·1egislation for traditional marriage . 
The Presbyterian Church in America has adopted a state­
ment urging North American governments to ensure that 

• marriage is defined as "exclusively between one man and 
one woman· ... The conservative denomination's General 
Assembly approved the statement June 17 during its an­
nual meeting in Pittsburgh. "Among the truths tha,t God 
lias declared to numan beings is the truth that the institu­
tion of marriage has been created by Him, ... and that it is 
ordained -and defined· by Him to be the lifelong union of 
one man and one wpman," the sta,tement reads. 

. Poll: Confidence in,organiied religion inches up. ·The.pub­
lic's confidence in organized religion .has inched back up • 
after reaching a historic low in 2002, according to a Gallup. 
poll released last week. The percentage of Americans who 
said they had a "great deal" or "quite aloe of confidence 

· in "the church or organized religion" reached 53 percent 
in May, up from 50 percent last year. Confidence sank to 
45 percent in 2002.:..the lowest point since Gallup began 
P.olling on the subject in 1973. The dro_p-<>ff "was probably • 
driven largely by higµ-profile child sexual abuse scandals 
that shook the Catholic church.'' said Albert Winseman, 
Gallup's religion and values editor.. • • 

. . 
Poll finds wide support for stem cell- research. A new. 
survey shows pubHc .support fqr stem cell research has 
grown in the 'aftermath of former President Ronald Rea­
gari s death. ·The Opinfon Research Corporation survey 
found three-quarters of all Americans say they back N~cy 

. Reagan's call for lifting testrictions on stem cell research 
to find cures for-diseases like Alzheimer's and Parkinson's. : 
Stem cell research remains controversial because some 
cells .oiight come frllm .destroyed human embryos, a prac-

• tice opposed by many .faith ,groups. But the rec~t poll 
shows ·.high level,of ~upp~ft is found across the · t~1igious 
spectrum, includingJn amajorify of conservativ~f (62 per• 
cent); fundament<1-l,ists . and evangelicals (62, perc~nt) a~d 
moderates (79 pe.i:cent). •• 

RCA: 'Christian Zionism' obsta~le in Middl~ East. A popu~ 
Jar reading of Scripture embraced oy evangelical leaders 
Jerry Falwen ·and Pat Robertson, and played ou~ in ' tl}.e 
·"Left ·Behindr J>0oks, was declared a "distortion of -the 

/ biblical message" by leaders of the Reformed Ch'4tch in A 

!. ;America. Tb;e RCA) annual General Synod, which met in 
Wheaton;Ill., adopted-a resolution J,une 8 that calls Chris: 
_tian Zionism-the~~ll.ef,.that Isr.a¢tmµst controtlli.e Holy 

;, Land before Christ-returns to Ear:th:..._an obstacle to-Middle 
' . East pe~ce. _'There has to be compromise, understandfng 
'and cooperation. (Christian Zio:nisin)'is a trump card -that 
undermines that proces~;" sai~ Jim Brownsoµ, academic 
d_ean at Western Th~ological Seminary in Holland, Mich. 

Reffglous freedom . urged in Iraq,· Saudi Arabia. A fede~al 
.advisory panel on intemat.ional religious freedom urged , 

·, Secretary of $tate. Colin Powell to· make reiigious freedom 
. in {raq a top priority for the new U.S. embassy'in Baghdad.: 
11ie U.S. CoI1,1mission on Interna,tiona1 Religious Freedom, 
in • its annual meeting with Powell earlier ·this month. 
-asked that a "high-level official'' be appointed to ensure 

• "freedon1 <;>fthought, conscience, and religious bf lief an<I; • 
practice" in Iraq. The commission also. urged Powell to 
designate Sau.di Aral>ia a ~country of particular concern"· 
for its "violations of the right to freedo~ of thought, con-

. science; religion and belie_f." 
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Evangelicals urged to shape public policy 
NAE document goes be11ond;'ust voting to ~on Sider, co-chairman of_ the 

· J _ proJect and founder of Evangehcals 
. include issues such as recycling poverty for Social Action, said the declara-

' tion intends to give evangelicals 
By Adelle Banks 
Religion News Service 

Washington (RNS) - The National 
Association of Evangelicals has 
drafted a proposed statement 
on civic engagement that urges 
America's evangelicals to be more 
involved in public policy. 

"Never before has God given 
American evangelicals such an awe­
some opportunity to shape public 
policy in ways that could improye 
the well-being of the entire worid, ''. 
.reads a draft released last week 
"Disengagement is not an option." 

The declaration-which touches 
on topics ranging from addressing 
poverty to practicing recycling-is 
being circulated among 100 evan­
gelical leaders for comment before 
the association's board votes on it 
in October. 

The Washington-based NAE 
represents at least 10 million U.S. 
Christians in about 51 denomina­
tions and 250 other rnin_istries. 

The document delineates areas 
on which evangelicals tend to 
agree-such as opposition to abor­
tion and . gay marriage-but also 
urges cooperation with those with· 
·whom they may differ in order to 
help improve society. 

"American evangelicals con­
tinue to · be ambivalent about our 

Senate leader sets 
mid-July vote for 
marriage amendment 

Washington (ABP,)-The Senate's 
Republican leadership has · sched­
uled a mid-July vote on a proposed 
amendment to ban. g<).y marriage 
nationwide, despite objections by 
Democratic lawmakers. 

Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist 
(R'.Tenn,) has scheduled debate· on 
the proposed Federal Marriage 
Amendment to begih the week of 

July 12. The amendment would out-
law marriage for same-sex couples 
in all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia. • 

The Southern Baptist Conven­
tion adopted a resolution June 16 
supporting the Federal Marriage 
Amendment. 

Key supporters of the amend­
ment have said they do not intend 
for it to outlaw state-enacted "civil 
unions" or other legal relationships 
that offer many of the same benefits 
of marriage to same-sex couples. 

But gay.rights supporters and 
some legal scholars have criticized 

, the amendment in that regard, 
saying its language is vague enough 
that some judges easily could in­
terpret it to ·ban civil unions and 
similar arrangements-even when 
enacted by state:legislatures. 

Democrats have pushed for the 
• vo_te tci be po~tpon.ed until after the 
November elections, particul~rly be- • 
cause a vote against the·amendment 
could harm sc:ime Southern Demo­
cratic' senators up fo.r re-election. 

If Frist carries through with _his 
promise, then:Democrats are expect­
ed to use parliamentary tools-such 
·as filibustering-to prevent a vote on 
the amendment. 

commitment to civic engagement," 
the document states. 

"Christianized versions of inter­
est group politics during the last 
two decades of the 20th century 
produced access without influence 
and discouraged rriany who had 
become engaged for the first time," 
it continues. 

The 12~page declaration, titled 
"For the Health of the Nation: An 
Evangelical Call to Civic Responsi­
bility," also cautions evangelicals 
in how they approach national and 
international affairs. 

Statement: Faith, not politics 
"Evangelicals should join politi: 

cal parties and fully express their 
biblical values," it states. "In do­
ing so, they must be careful not to . 
equate Christian faith .with parti­
san politics." 

It also urges them to "avoid the 
excesses of nationalism" and says 
they should balance support of 
the United States "with a love for 
people of all nations and an active 
desire to see them prosper." 

The document is part of the 
NAE's Evangelic;al Project for Public 
Engagement, which began in 2001 
and will includ.e a book that is to . 
be released next year by Baker Book 
House. 

a framework for greater involve­
ment. 
. "The assumption is that it wiU 

be a very crucial document in shap­
ing how the NAE, in the next while, 
works at its public policywork," he 
said. • 

. Diane Knippers, co-chairwoman 
of the project .and president of the 
Institute on Religion and Democ­
racy, said she hopes the declaration 
win lead to more regular contribu­
tions from ·evangel1cals to matters 
of public policy. 

"I think that evangelicals should 
be inspired to be involved in politics 
day in and day out, not just when . 
there 's something big and contro­
versial," she said in an interview. 
"I think that's happening already. 
This will encourage it." 

If politics is the art of compro­
mise, Knippers said she hopes the 
document will show .evangelicals 
it is possible to uphold moral abso­
lutes while also making pragmatic 
decisions shaped by political reali­
ties. 

''You're not compromising your 
faith," she said. "You're not com­
promising your convictions . You're 
making prudential judgments 
about what you can accomplish." 

The full document can be ac- • 
cessed at www.nae.net. 

Whether you;re planning a: retreat for 10 or a conference ; 
for 1,000, The Legacy Center offers beautifully decor·ated 
moms and suites, modem meeting space, friendly service, 
plus something no other conference center can provide: 
Southern Seminary . . 

Located on the historic campus ·ofThe Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky., The Legacy 
Center altows you to enjoy the benefits of a world-class 
conference center and one of.the world's large.st' · 
theological seminaries. 

Come and experience the· difference for yourself. 

LEGACY ·CENTER. 
Retreats and Conferences 
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 

2825 Lexington Rd • Louisville, KY 40280 : l-877-444:SBTS 
www.legacycenteratsouthern.com •• Email: legacycenter@sbts.edu 

• 
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Don't wait! 
Too many people put off will 
and other vital documents 

thy 5:8, "Ifanyone does not provide 
. for his relatives, and especially 
for his immediate family, he has 

At the end of every Christian denied the faith and is worse than 
Estate Planning Basics .seminar we an unbeliever." 
conduct, Laurie Valentine's final If you are a parent of a child 

• comment to the participants is, under the age of 18 and ·do not 
"Don't wait!" Don't wait, if you do have the basic estate planning 
not have in place -the basic estate documents in place, please "don't 
planning documents you "IIIIIII wait!" If you became inca-
need. Don't wait, if you pacitated tqday and were 
have a plan in place but unable to make personal, 
have not reviewed that lilillllli healthcare and financial 
plan in the last three decisions, have you ex-
years. Laurie provides ecuted the documents 
ea:ch seminar participant necessary to empower 
with an estate planning • someone of your choos-
checklist. which includes ing to make those deci-
12 helpful questions rel- sions on your behalf? If 
e'{ant to giving one 's plan not, please "don't wait!" 
a ch~ck-up. --...;.;-4 To the extent you need 

Procrastination seems Barry Allen assistance to _put in place 
to be a primary reason a plan, or to review your 
why 60 percent of the people who . • existing plan, please give Laurie 
die each year die intestate, without . Valentine, our trust counsel, the 
a will, which is the cornerstone privilege. There is no charge for 
document of · any estate plan. If .her consultation assistance, be­
you and I knew the exact moment cause you already have paid for 
we were going to die, perhaps we it by your contributions through 
could get by with a little procrasti- your church arid your church's 

. nation. Since we do not know when contributions • through the Coop­
we are going to die, we should not erative Program or through the 
• procrastinate. • • Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

To fail to take care of this vital Barry Allen is president of the 
_ respop.sibility is to fail as a Chris- Kentucky BaptistFoundation, 
tian steward. We fail God; we fail PO Box 436389; Louisville, 
our family; we fail God's family. . KY 40253; (888) 254-5701; 
.The Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Timo- www.kybaptistfoundation.org 

Share the 
-Good .News. 
You can h~lp _Kentucky 
Baptist. Homes for" Children 
sha·re the gospel with the· 
youth _in our care. We are . 
in ne·ed of donations to 
purchase Bibles. . 

If you feel led to help; please 
. make checks payable to 

KBHC and mail to: 

10200 Linn Station Road 
Suite 200 

Louisville, KY 40223 

LifeWay-Ct:au·rc·a, ·suses 
• •• --~---~ • ·1-ao·o-370-s1so 

.www.carpenterbus~coin 

SMILE JUNE 29, 2004 7 

Kudzu Doug Marlette 

:I DIDN'T OBJEC:f 
TO l=OOZ-BALL 
IN ,HE. I-OYER. .. 

.. . OR CALLING 
SUNDAY MORNING 
SERVICE "/.-IAPPY 

. ,. OR WEDNESDP.Y 
N\Gl-\f PRAYER 
MEcilNG "LAPIE'S 

.,. BUT 1 GOT,A 
DRAW •fl-IE. L-\~E. 
Ai LOW - CAR.8 

. j-/Ot.JR. II . .. NIGi-iT" ... 

.... 
'1 
\9 ,~ 

For Heaven's Sake 

HE WORD · ,,.._,..~~~.' 

Bible Crosswords 
Across 
1 Dignity 
6 Solomon's throne had six of 

these 
11 What Benjamin was first 

named 
12 Trusts (arch.) 
14 Son of Aram (Genesis 1 O) • 

. 15 Brother of Rephah 
(1 Chronicles 7:25) 

17 City near Bethel 
18 Q.T. book (one .of two) 
19 Stickers 
20 Union Pacific, e.g. 
21 Airport code on the Big 

Island 
23 "Of Keros, the children of 

_ " (Nehemiah 7:47) 
24 Son of Jether 

(1 Chronicles 7:38) 
25 Baby . . . 
28 One of Levites named in the 

book of the kings 
(1 Chronicles 9:15) 

31 Mountain (comb. form) 
32 "They have gone in the way 

of Cain, and_· _ greedily" 
(Jude 1 :1 l) 

33 Became stable 
36 Jesus healed his mother-in-

law . 
39 Biblical verb (KJV) 
40 Fish eggs • 
42 O.T. book 
43 Laughing sound 
44 Where Abraham pursued 

those who had captured Lot 
(Genesis 14:15) 

46_atee 
47 Preposition 
48 He accompanied Paul into 

Asia (Acts 20:4) 

Last week's solution 

@ 1999 Barbour Publishing 

50 Pronoun 
5llnterior or inner part 
53 Among the new generation 

of Israel 
(pl., Numbers 26:16) 

55 Prepared 
56 Amorite king (Joshua 10:3) 

Down 
1 Father of Tabrimon • 

(1 Kings 1'5:18) 
2 Subatomic particl.e (suffix) , 
3 Conjunction 
4 Column name in multidigit 

addition 
5 Got up (arch . .) 
6 Son of Judah (Genesis 38:5) 
7 A.0one 
8 N.I book • 

: 9 Subject-taught by~ coach? 
(abbr,) . • • 

1 O. Comics heroine Brenda; and 
others • 

11 Son of Jogli 
(Numbers 34:22) 

13 AdLillamite who was Judah's 
friend (Genesis 38) 

16 City near Bethel (v_ar.) 
22 "Many knew him, and· ran 

_ · thither" (Mark 6:33) 

(.OMMUNION WAr:FfRf;! 

Mike Morgan 

You J'UST SAVED 
A BUNDI-~ ON 

YOUR CAR 
INSURANCe? 

Terri Grottke 

24 John the Baptist baptized 
here (John 3) 

26 Masculine nickname 
27 "But as the days of __ 
• ,were" (Matthew 24:37) 
29 "Of _,the family of the 

Erites" (Numbers 26:16) 
_30 Strike with force .. 
33 She hid the Hebrew spies 
34 Keynote speaker 
35 Jesus healed a man with thi.s 

disease on the Sabbath 
36 "There, in a portion of th_e 
• • lawgiver, was he ___ " 

·(Deuteronomy 33:21) 
37 Lying below the earth's 

surface • . • • 
38 The __ of-the Fisherman 

(West novel) 
. 41 ·0.T. minpr prophet 

. (abbr.,. var.) 
."44 Out or over' . 

-. 45 T~ere's companion 
48 Baltic, fc;ir example 
49 Tease 
52 "As __ • forgive ciur­

debtors" (Matthew 6:12) • 
54 Note on the diatonic scale 
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Prayer event highlig~ts West Kentucky river ministries 
Continued from page 1 

Toe prayer time was aimed at 
harnessing God's power on behalf . 
of the hundreds of ministry efforts 
in the region, and to make more 
church groups aware of the needs, 
he said. 

Toe Wickliffe cross location em­
phasized the interrelatedness of all 
the river ministries, Blair said. "In 
Kentucky they run from Hickman 
on the southwest corner to the job 
corps ministry at Morganfield, and 
Bright Life Farms at Princeton, all 
the way up to Owensboro as well as 
Illinois ministry efforts." 

Participants prayed for specific 
events, activities and organizations, 
listing dozens of ministries one by 
one. Blair says the goal was to have 
an intensive time of prayer and cel­
ebration for what is happening, and 
to pray for additional needs in the 
river region. 

James Bryant, director of mis­
sions for West Union Association 

COME TO THE RIVER Representatives of four different Baptist associations recently 
met at Wickliffe to pray for ministries based in Western Kentucky. They met at the 
"Wickliffe Cross" overlooking the confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. 

since October, knows something 
about those needs. He was coordi­
nator and board member for the 
MRM program when he worked for 
the Missouri Baptist Convention. As 
a prayer coordinator there, he also 
knows something about applying 
the power of prayer. 

"We're praying for our own 
involvement in underwriting and 
supporting these ministries," Bry­
ant said. 

"Often, there is a lot to do and 
very few people to do it," he said. 
"We're praying for a greqter aware­
ness on the part of churches · and 
associations as well as praying for 
the people who are the victims of a 
life of poverty that doesn't seem to 
change a whole lot along the river." 

While the rivers are physical 

boundary between the states, Bry­
ant says the MRN/MOVE effort is 
pulling together resources and 

- boosting cooperation to overcome 
those barriers. 

Uniting state efforts 
"There's a lot of hands across the 

boundaries to where people from 
the different states actually have 
teams that go to the other states 
and work along the river. Every year 
we publish a handbook that lists 
the needs," Bryant said. 

"Churches <Vl,d assoi:t9ti~s Stul.LJ 
find something that matches theit 
interests and abilities. It's a hands­
on thing. If they can provide mate­
rial needs or participate in some 
hands-on building or evangelism 
projects," he added, "there's plenty 

to be done." 
For those who might not be able 

to take part in the hands-on work, 
Bryant says prayer plays an equally 
important role. 

"I don't think we've even 
touched the hem of the garment 
on prayer," Bryant observed. "What 
we've done is have prayer times and 
lifted needs, but we've not really 
gotten the mind of God." 

Christians too often fail to con­
sidef God's plans and share in His 
love vision, Bryant said. 

"If we do that, then we're going 
to reach out further than we nor­
mally do," he said. "We're going to 
be putting more feet and hands to 
our prayers than we do ordinarily." 

Toe prayer list for "Come to the 
River and Pray" included specific 
items such as a worship services 
for campers at Columbus-Belmont 
State Park through the summer, 
Blair said. 

Toe ministry in the park soon 
will include a prayer walk, prayer 
garden and nature trail adjacent 
to the park. 

Toe prayer list also included 
efforts by two Southern Illinois as­
sociations to construct a new sanc­
tuary for Mt. Zion Baptist Church in 
Buncombe, Ill., and efforts to revi­
talize the Hillcrest Baptist Camp­
ground near Cave-in-Rock, Ill. 

Blair said he still has a substan­
tial list of MOVE/MRM projects 
iq JlMlr/i'{~r. ,i;e~on anq '¥eJsmnes 
church gro~ps or orgqnizations 
who would consider filling some of 
those needs. 

For more information, contact . 
Blair at (270) 653-4793 or by e-mail 
at pr.eprayer@iolky.com. 

A unique choice in education 
Oneida Baptist Institute offers a rich 
educational experience for all students 

Austin and Barbara Campbell retire 

By Michael Spencer 
Campus Minister 

Education has been much on the minds of 
Southern Baptists this past month, as messengers 
at the annual convention prepared to study reso­
lutions concerning Christians and education. 

With discussion about public schools, church­
sponsored schools and home schools, it is a good 
time to mention how Oneida Baptist 
Institute is a unique choice for stu­
dents. OBI combines many advantages 
that Christian parents might need, but 
might not be able to find elsewhere. 

Public schools obviously offer many 
opportunities for extracurricular ac­
tivities that students value. Sports, fine 
arts, music, drama, Future Farmers of 
America and other clubs are activities 
students enjoy, but might feel they 
would miss at a smaller school. 

Not at Oneida. OBI offers 11 different sports, 
and our athletes excel on and off the field. Chris­
tian coaches make these experiences special for 
our students, who compete against publ'ic schools 
and other Christian schools. Oneida's policy of al­
lowing all students to participate opens a door 
that no public school can open, and we are happy 
to see many first-time athletes competing each 
year. Even middle schoolers have an opportunity 
to play in most sports. 

OBI's farm and FFA are unique opportunities 
that involve approximately 30 students each 
year in activities from farm work to steer shows; 
conventions to concerts and competitions. Our 
drama and music programs provide the experi­
ence of real theater performance, a touring choir 

and many other opportunities. OBI doesn't have 
a prom, but our seniors have many memories 
from their senior trip, senior picnic and senior 
banquet. Toe yearbook, student newspaper and 
Beta Club are also "public school" experiences 
that are part of OBI. 

What about the academic excellence and qual­
ity instruction offered in many private schools? 
Is OBI so oriented toward helping students that 
college prep students are left out? No. In fact, 
Oneida graduates who choose to go to college are 

thoroughly prepared. 
OBI's small class sizes make the 

learning environment a positive one. 
Our teachers go the extra mile every 
day, challenging students, staying 
after class, working in our study hall. 
Advance placement classes offer stu­
dents the opportunity to earn college 
credit in biology, English, history and 
calculus. OBI's top students are equal to 
the best students in any other Kentucky 
school. 

Some things that make OBI special can't be 
found anywhere else: our rich 105-year Christian 
tradition; our volunteers and staff from all across 
America; the international student community 
that prepares OBI's students for a diverse world; 
work, worship and the generosity of a worldwide 
network of friends. 

Go_d has a plan for every student. It ,may be 
public, private or home school. For thousands . 
of students, that plan has included the unique 
journey to our school, where we believe a life­
changing experience and education will enrich 
them forever. 
WF Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida 
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Couple concludes 13-year 
ministry in Kelly Hall 

On June 30, Austin and Barbara 
Campbell retire from Clear Creek 
and move to Pulaski County. Since 
1991, Austin has served as Kelly 
Hall's director and Barbara as direc­
tor of food services. 

"We've worked to care for physi­
cal concerns but feel it 
has been a needed and 
important part of Christ's 
work," Austin said. "Toe 
Bible teaches the body has 
different members and 
each is important. 

Clear Creek as students in 1984 
and lived on Bear Trail. 'During 
the recent renovation of Kelly 
Hall, they lived temporarily across 
the street from that house. Austin 
served as pastor nearly nine years 
in two Pulaski County churches. 
Last year he concluded six year as 
bivocational pastor of Trinity Bap­
tist Church in Middlesboro. 

"These have been full 
and enjoyable years," he 
said. 'We've been able to 
interact with young min­
istry students, watched 
them grow and helped 
guide some of them." 

Bill Whittaker 

They retire to a 
residence they bought 
in 1972. Austin hopes 
the future includes the 
opportunity to be a pas­
tor or interim preacher. 
'We're going to babysit 
some with grandchil­
dren," Barbara said. "I 
love to garden and read." 
They have two sons, the 
oldest lives in Charlotte, 
N.C., and the youngest in 

Barbara noted the interaction 
with other Kelly Hall guests, "Some 
of the volunteer work groups have 
come for many summers. I'll always 
treasure the special memory of 
sitting around the table at lunch 
sharing with students, faculty and 
staff, coming to know and loving 
each other." 

During some of these 13 years 
the distinguished faculty who lived 
at Kelly Hall included Dr. Jackson 
Robertson, Dr. and Mrs. Earl Clark 
and Dr. and Mrs. Bill Tichenor. 

To~ Can,:ipbells first came to 

Pulaski County. 
Austin and Barbara Campbell 

have witnessed the transition of 
three four-year student groups and 
shared in the total renovation of 
Kelly Hall. We were hoping they 
would enjoy that renovated direc­
tor's apartment a few more years. 
Not many people are willing to live 
in a dormitory. But they loved their 
work; it was done well and with 
joy. We are thankful for these good 
and faithful servants. 
Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible· College, Pineville, 
KY 40977; (606) 337-3196 
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The Gift of Being Yourself: The 
Sacred Call to Self-Discovery. David 
Benner. lnterVarsity Press, 2004. 114 
pages. $11. ♦♦♦♦ (outoffive) 

Can, or perhaps more aptly, 
should self-discovery be a signifi­
cant part of a Christian's spiritual 
journey? 

Many of us probably 
would shy away from self­
discovery as an integral 
part of our relationship 
with God. After all, doesn't 
Jesus encourage us to lose 
our lives for His sake and 
the gospel's? Isn't the kind 
of love Jesus calls us to a 
sacrificial and self-giving 
love? 

Then what possible gain is there 
in spending time in discovering who 
we are? 

David Benner, director of the In­
stitute for Physchospiritual Health, 
argues that self-discovery is a cen­
tral task of our spiritual growth 
and formation. In fact, he contends 
that to obey the commands of Jesus 
to die to self and to give ourselves 
completely to Him, we have to know 
who we are. 

At the same time, Benner is not 
arguing for an understanding of 
self-discovery that is essentially 
self-definition (a far too prevalent 
tendency, even among Christians). 
In this brieflittle book, he invites us 
into the process of discovering our 
authentic selves. While at first blush 
this might seem selfish and self-grat­
ifying, Benner points out that this 
process is painful, cleansing and one 
that we really seek to avoid. 

Benner sets the . tone for his 
book when he states, "God is the 
only context in which (our) being 
makes sense." From the outset, we 
are invited to see ourselves as God 
sees us, warts and all. This process 
involves a willingness to be brutally 
honest with ourselves and with God. 
Throughout the book, Benner raises 
issues that we should examine and 
provides guideposts for exploring 
them. 

"The Gift of Being Yourself' 
would make an excellent tool for 
people involved in the practice of 
spiritual direction; or it could even 
be used as part of a premarital coun­
seling regime.Jim Holladay 

difficult and perhaps more healing 
discipline than our more common 
practices of corporate or private wor­
ship. Entering into the silence, even 
into the silence of God, brings us 
face to face with those places in our 
lives where we most resist the trans­

forming grace of God. We 
are challenged by our pre­
tensions and confronted 
with our basic belief that 
we can improve the world 
by doing something. 

"Invitation to Solitude" 
is a series of reflections on 
the various dimensions of 
silence and solitude, along 
with suggestions on how 

to enter into that dimension. 
I was more impressed with Bar­

ton's presentation than I thought I 
would be. Her insights into Elijah's 
experience with God are clear and 
insightful. The suggestions she 
makes to help us practice this dis­
cipline are clearly stated, but chal­
lenging. In her simple, yet profound 
presentation, I could hear God 
calling me to stop and be with Him 
alone ... in silence. Jim Holladay 

Jesus in America: Personal Savior, 
Cultural Hero, National Obsession. 
Richard Wrightman Fox. Harper San 
Francisco, 2004. 496 pages. $27.95. 
♦♦♦♦ 

If this year you read only one 
book that deals with some aspect 
of American history, this is the book 
you should read. 

Fox has done a masterful job trac­
ing the cultural history of America 
and how Jesus plays a part decade 
after decade. Fox begins with the 
arrival of the English Puritans and 
concludes with the influence of 
Jesus in today's politics and enter­
tainment. Along the way, Fox shows 
with extensive illustrations how Je­
sus has influenced most of the turn­
ing points in American history. 

What is consistent in Fox's ex­
ploration is how people of every 
generation have managed to inter­
pret Jesus in such a way as to serve 
their own political or cultural ends. 
No matter where one stands on the 
conservative-liberal continuum, Fox 
gives all of us pause to reconsider 
our own view of Jesus. When we 
see how the image of Jesus has so 
often reflected, and supported, the 

Invitation to Solitude and Silence: prevailing culture-or been used 
Experiencing God's Transforming to oppose the culture-our level of 
Presence. Ruth Haley Barton. dogmatism about our view of Jesus 
/nterVarsity Press, 2004. is sure to drop. We might 
143 pages. $15. ♦♦♦♦ ·· ,;..c.,.~,.,~ just be the ones whom 

"Solitude and silence future cultural historians 
are the most radical of look at as major re-imag-
the spiritual disciplines," ers of Jesus. 
Dallas Willard writes in For the historian, Fox 
the preface, "because they provides details of Ameri-
most directly attack the , ... ........ ••• • can history. For the theo-
sources of human misery ..... ....... ........ logian, Fox explores the 
and wrongdoing. To b~ in ~-----~ theological ramifications 
solitude is to choose to do of competing images of 
nothing." Jesus within one culture. For the 

Ruth Haley Barton, co-founder of believer, Fox affirms the place of 
The Trans(orming Center, a place to Jesus as the most influential Person 
nurture the souls of leaders, agrees . to walk the earth while recognizing 
with Willard's assessment. It is to the belief in His divinity. For the 
help evangelical Christians experi- non-believer, Fox unveils the impact 
ence the discipline of silence that of Jesus in ways many people would 
she writes this book. not easily recognize. 

Elijah's experience in 1 Kings 19: Fox's writing is personal enough 
1-19 provides the foundation for Bar- to convey the passion about Je­
ton's presentation of the nature and sus held in every generation. His 
practice of solitude. Going beyond writing is professional enough to 
the practices of prayer and medita- demonstrate the work of a cultural 
tion, she points out that silence in historian at the top of his game. 
solitude is a much deeper, more Wayne-Hager 

By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C.; 
and Jim Holladay, 
pastor of Lyndon 
Baptist Church in 
Louisville. They 
welcome feedback or 
suggestions for book 
reviews. Contact them 
via e-mail at: 
whager@trificient.net; or 
lyndonpastor@aol.com 

.. 
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PRAYER 
PARTNERS 

Please pray for the 
following churches 
and ministries 
related to Kentucky 
Baptist Convention 
partnerships in New 
England, Poland, 
Brazil and with the 
International Baptist 
Convention in Europe. 

■ Missionaries Scott 
and Joyce Pittman, 
who are returning to 
Reresina, Brazil, from 
the U.S., and the nine 
teams from Kentucky 
that will work with 
them in upcoming 
months. 

■ The ongoing ministry 
in Turon, Poland, 
after a Kentucky 
volunteer team 
recently completed a 
two-week mission trip 
for construction and 
evangelism work. 

■ Two English camps 
that will be held in or 
near Hradec Kralove, 
Czech Republic, this 
summer. 

■ Missionaries Lynn 
Olmstead and Mildred 
Verbeck as they help 
direct the second stage 
of a training event in 
Ipixuna, Brazil. 

■ Summer vacation 
Bible schools held in 
churches throughout 
the International 
Baptist Convention. 

MOUNTAINS TO THE MISSISSIPPI 
. COMPILED BY STAFF 

■ BE AV ER DAM-Ridgecrest after the morning service, Robert 
Church recently honored Jesse . Wright is pastor. 
Tichenor for 40 years as pastor. The West Broadway Church will pres­
church presented a plaque and gifts ent the musical "One Nation Under 
to Tichenor and hosted a fellowship God" during a combined worship 
meal in his honor. service July 4, 10:45 a.m. Sherman 

■ DAWSON SPRINGS-Adriel Ramseyispastor. 
Church will hold revival services ■ OWENSBORO-Wing Avenue 
July 9-11 with several guest speak- Church recently called ~thony 
ers: Jim Lantrip; Ronnie Sivells Cobb as interim pastor and Neil 
and Eugene Wyatt. David Frisby is Bradley as interim music minister. 
pastor. ■ PLEASUREVILLE-Cropper 

■ ELIZABETHTOWN-Severns Val- Church's choir will present a patri­
ley Church will cel~brate "Freedom otic program July 4, 11 a.m. 
2004" July 4, 6-9:45 p.111. For more ■ WILLIAMSTOWN-The chil-
information, call (270) 737-9309. dren of Williamstown Church's 

■ FRANKFORT-Buck Run Church children's choir will perform the 
recently called Chuck Henderson as mini-musical "United We Stand" 
associate pastor. July 4 during the morning worship 

Farmdale Church recently called service. Steve Rice is senior pastor. 
Jonathan Richardson as pastor and 
Christopher Miller as minister of 
youth. 

■ HOPKINSVILLE-Henderson 
Memorial Church recently called 
Rodney Knous as youth pastor. Ron 
Hicks. is pastor. 

■ LOUISVILLE-Gethsemane 
Church will host a July 4th picnic 

, LolfjsvUle,1(¥'4025?{\;;' 
241;5474. Al • .;i,t 
,ret@earthfi.llk.net. :,. 

f~i>~;:;;:;,,c:::x.;.;;:x;'~>>~=i=;;:;,i:~~:=::~;;~$dl:i:w~~W::~t 

TEAM EFFORT Team Taylor County, formed in 1998 as a partnership of government 
agencies, area businesses, school systems and Campbellsville University in response 
to the area's economic hardships, has helped attract 13 new companies to the area. 
David Sampson, assistant secretary for economic development, recently presented 
the U.S. Department of Commerce's 2004 Excellence in Economic Development 
Award to Campbellsville leaders (from left) Kevin Sheilley, executive director of Team 
Taylor County; Taylor County Judge/Executive Paul Patton, Campbellsville Mayor 
Brenda Allen, and John Chowning, chair of Team Taylor County and vice president for 
church and external relations at Campbellsville University 

~liolSA~JER REltl_EF 13f1dd¥, and Ela,ine Frazjer work-together tu help Rood Vl'cttms .• 
·y as paiiot Kentutky Baptists' recent disaster relief efforts in Eastem Kentucky. 

The Fraziers; members of Cherryville Ml~slonary Baptist ChtJrch, also have been 
inyq(veqJn reQet efforts after floods inrfithens County, Ohio, and the recent 
tornado· that hit Eminence. 

JUNE 29, 2004 

~ CALENDAR DF EVENTS 

July 
2-5 Baptist Men on Mission wrangler 

trail ride, Land Between the Lakes 
State Park. 

3-10 Kentucky Changers, Frankfort 
5-9 Discovery Youth Week, grades 

7-9, Cedarmore Camp. 
5-9 Mission Adventure Camp for 

Boys, grades 4-10, Campbellsville 
University. 

5-9 Mission Adventure Camp for Girls, 
grades 4-10, Cedar Crest Camp. 

9-10 Mission Adventure Camp, father/ 
son overnight for boys, grades 
1-3, Campbellsville University. 

9-10 Mother/Daughter Overnight for 
Girls, grades 1-3, Cedar Crest 
Camp. 

12-16 Discovery Youth Camp, grades 
7-12, Cedarmore. 

12-16 Mission Adventure Camp for 
Girls, grades 4-10, Cedar Crest 
Camp. 

13-18 Women's Chorale Kentucky 
Tour. 

16-17 World Missions Unlimited, First 
Baptist Church, Shelbyville. 

19-23 Discovery Youth Camp, grades 
7-12, Cedarmore Camp. 

19-21 Mission Adventure Express 
Camp for Boys, grades 3-6, 
Campbellsville University. 

22-23 Quarterly Prayer Meeting for 
Spiritual Awakening, Haven of Rest 
Family Ministries, Inez. 

23-24 World Missions Unlimited, First 
Baptist Church, London. 

26-30 Discovery Youth Camp, grades 
7-12, Cedarmore Camp. 

26-28 Mountain Missions Conference, 
Oneida Baptist Institute. 

30-31 World Missions Unlimited, First 
Baptist Church, Madisonville. 

August 
2-6 Discover Kids Week, Cedarmore. 
14 Super Saturday, Erlanger Baptist 

Church. 
14 Super Saturday, Bellevue Baptist 

Church, Owensboro. 
16 Understanding Other Beliefs 

Conference, Warren Association 
Office, Bowling Green. 

17 Understanding Other Beliefs 
Conference, Northside Baptist 
Church, Elizabethtown. 

21 Super Saturday, Severns Valley 
Baptist Church, Elizabethtown. 

28 Super Saturday, Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Lexington. • 

September 
3-6 Baptist Men on Missior. wrangler 

trail ride, Land Between the Lakes. 

For more information, call (888) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org 

CLASSIFIED Aos 
FOR SALE: Church pews. Beauti­

ful, high-quality hardwood pews 
(580 total linear feet). Excellent con­
dition. For more information, please 
call (859) 635-5725. 

FUNDRAISING: Fundraising pro­
fessional since 1988. Extensive 
work with churches and Christian 
organizations. Represent over 30 
national companies. Bramblett Mar-

. keting Associates, (800) 867-1876; 
bma@ziggycom.net. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth min­
ister for Oakland Baptist Church. 
The ideal candidate should have a 
college degree and some experience 
with youth. Please send a resume to: 
Youth Search Committee, Oakland 
Baptist Church, PO Box 154, Oak­
land, KY 42159. 

SEEKING: Full-time director of 
missions for Severns Valley Associa­
tion of Baptists in central Kentucky. 
Resumes should be postmarked by 
June 30, 2004, and addressed to: 
DOM Search Committee, Severns 
Valley Association, PO Box 541, Eliza­
bethtown, KY 42702-0541. 

SEEKING: The Kentucky Baptist 
Fellowship is seeking resumes for 
the position of associate coordinator 
for missions. The person who fills 
this full-time position will: provide 
leadership for missions participa­
tion and education in Kentucky; 
engage individuals and churches 
in hands-on mission work; and 
network with individuals, groups 
and churches to develop and ex­
pand ministry possibilities. Please 
submit resumes to: John Lepper. 
coordinator, Kentucky Baptist Fel­
lowship, 225 South Hurstbourne 
Parkway, Louisville, KY 40222. Con­
tact same for a position description 
Olepper@kybf.org or (502) 426-1931). 
Deadline for receiving resumes: Aug. 
6, 2004. 

SEEKING: Part-time (1/2 to 3/4 
time) youth minister for Immanuel 
Baptist, Henderson, Ky. Send resume 
to: Personnel Committee, 540 2nd 
St., Henderson, KY 42420. 

SEEKING: Ministry assistant for the 
Adult Sunday School/Discipleship 
Group. Position requires three to 
five years related experience; strong 
organizational and computer appli­
cations skills. Attactive compensa­
tion and benefit package. Contact 
the Administrative Services Depart­
ment, Kentucky Baptist Convention, 
Louisville, Ky. (502) 244-6468. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
Old Yellow Creek Baptist Church, 
Middlesboro, Ky. Please send resume 
to: Pastor Search Committee, Old 
Yellow Creek Baptist Church, 225 S. 
38th St., Middlesboro. KY 40965. 

SEEKING: Minister of music. Cul­
peper Baptist Church, Culpeper, 
Va. 1,000 members; two worship 
services (contemporary and tra­
ditional); moderate conservative 
church founded in 1774. Resumes 
received at: Personnel Committee, 
318 South West St., Culpeper, VA 
22701; tfusion@culpeperbaptist.org; 
(540) 825-8192. Affiliated with Shiloh 
Baptist Association and Baptist Gen­
eral Association ofVirginia. 

SEEKING: Immediate opening for 
administrative assistant (35 hours 
per week). Compensation includes 
health. dental and vacation ben­
efits. Must be computer-literate 
with excellent written and oral 
communication skills; bookkeep­
ing experience helpful, but not 
required. Resumes should be mailed 
to: John Lepper, coordinator, Ken­
tucky Baptist Fellowship, 225 South 
Hurstbourne Parkway, Louisville, KY 
40222; or e-mail to jlepper@kybf.org 
as a Word attachment. Contact same 
for position description. 
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Christian leading man 
Stephen Baldwin 
becoming popular 
spokesman for faith 
By Greg Garrison 
Religion News Service 

Nyack, N.Y. (RNS)-Stephen Bald­
win was driving his family to a 
daughter's recent ballet recital 
when a man at a stop Jight yelled 
out that he loved Baldwin's recent 
documentary on Christian skate­
boarders. 

Such is life these days for the 
hunky movie star· who converted 
to Christianity two years ago'. 

Baldwin, 38, said his famous 
acting brothers, Alec, Daniel and 
William, have been supportive of 
his new spiritual outlook. 

"It's gotten a lot of people 
praying for them to get into the 
Kingdom," Baldwin said. "I don't 
pressure them or anybody else 
for that matter. I've come to real­
ize very early in my walk that it's 
usually by example that people can 
be most receptive. If you lead by 
example, people will be intrigued 
and curious and maybe it will get 
them to read the Word." 

Baldwin said he became a Chris­
tian after watching his wife im­
mersed in Bible study and prayer. 

"I watched her devoutly in 
prayer every day," Baldwin said. "It 
really blew my mind." 

At first he didn't know how to 
react, he said. "One of the smartest 
things you can do in a marriage 
when you 're scared is keep your 
mouth shut. 

"She was my wife and best 
friend," he continued. "Every 
morning and evening, she spent 
30 to 45 minutes in prayer. She still 
does it. I clearly saw less of a worry 
in her personality in regard to the 
things of the world." 

A lack of "cool Christian stuff" 
Once he became a born-again 

Christian, Baldwin said, "I went 
out and looked for all the cool 
Christian stuff, and there wasn't 
any." 

But he attended a Luis Palau 
Evangelistic Association festival 
that featured a skateboarding 
park, which he saw as an opportu­
nity to "make Christianity cool." 

He suggested the possibility of 
an extreme sports documentary 
on Christian skateboarders and 

TALKING THE TALK Actor Stephen Baldwin gives his testimony during a Christian 
rally in Birmingham, Ala. Baldwin said he became a Christian after watching his wife 
immersed in Bible study and prayer. (RNS photo by Jeff Roberts) 

motocross bikers. 
"I said, 'I wonder if there's 

something we can do,"' Baldwin 
said. ''I'll edit it for you; we'll put it 
to cool music." 

So he became the host and 
director of a PalauFest Produc­
tions DVD called "Livin' It," which 
mixes footage of eight top skaters 
and four top BMX riders in action, 
along with features on their faith. 
It's being used as an evangelistic 
outreach. 

"We're onto something," Bald­
win said. "Using new, exciting 
methods to reach the youth of 
this country is the best way to get 
a response. The response to 'Livin' 
It' has been so overwhelmingly 
positive." 

Baldwin said he sees great po­
. tential for Christian faitl}. to be 
portrayed in popular culture with 
cutting-edge quality media. 

One example of that was Mel 
Gibson's controversial movie, "The 
Passion of the Christ," which Bald­
win said he's seen three times. 

"As a filmmaker I thought it 
was quite extraordinary," he said. 
"As far as Mel Gibson's artistic 
interpretation of the Crucifixion, 
I thought it was amazing as well. 

With all the hype leading up to it, I 
thought it was God at work. ~en 
God wants something done, He 
does it." 

Many of Baldwin's past acting 
jobs in dozens of movies put him 
in roles that he might shy away 
from or be ashamed of now. "Al­
most all of them," he said. 

Mixing faith & acting 
Baldwin said he hasn't ruled 

out the possibility of doing future 
love scenes as an actor, if appro­
priate. "I would do a majorly hot 
love scene if it was done tastefully 
and if it was a character that was 
his wife," he said. "I can't say one 

• thing and do another." 
Baldwin said those issues arose 

when he got a call from his agent 
about the possibility of playing 
"Alias" actress Jennifer Garner's 
boyfriend. 

"It was interesting to me to get 
into some questions about what 
that would entail," Baldwin said. 
"It didn't work out." 

Baldwin, whose movies include 
starring in "The Usual Suspects" 
and playing Barney Rubble in "The 
Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas," 
says he has several secular projects 
in the works. 

He's got a reality sh<;>w in devel­
opment and plans to produce and 
act with his brother William in 
an independent film to be shot in 
Santa Fe, N.M. 

But he seems most energized 
about the prospects of merging 
media and ministry. • 

"In the spiritual realm, I'm ex­
cited to be who I am in the position 
I'm in.," Baldwin said. "I have every 
intention of doing what the Lord 
wants me to do. 'Livin' It' is the 
beginning of something big." 

CHRISTIAN DVD Actor Stephen Baldwin talks with BMX rider Bruce Crisman last year 
during the shooting of a Christian-themed DVD. (RNS photo by Bruce Ely) 

Becoming a spiritual spokes­
man and evangelical media figure 
has been a fun turn of events, he 
said. "It's awesome for me to con­
sider what the Lord has done and 
how He's orchestrated this whole 
thing." 
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'•Or acts 

PLAYING THE ROLE Evangelical pastorAlistair Begg (left) plays 
golf pro stewart: Maiden in the movie "Qqbby Jones: Stroke of 
Genius." James cavlfm,1 (right) play$ Bob!.)jtJones. 

• '' •, :::=:-: ::> 

Min.fsterfinds spiritJal lessonf 
from playing Bobby Jones' coach 
By Michael Heaton 
Religion News Service 

~leveland (RNS)-Members oL Parkside Church near 
CleYela,nd might have been dismayed. to see their national• 
ly ac::;clahned pastor, Alistair Begg,Jtjhlpng liquor, cursing 
in publjc and being rude to people s~eking instruction. 

Buf 3pparently the native o{ Scot!~,µij has a congrega­
tion wi!h in~rcifitl hearts. Refatise\{l{!lt's exactly wJiat ,he 
does as. the character s~wa.rt ?i-iaid~ninthe mo\'ie ''Bobby 
Jones: Stroke of Genius.'' 

"I thinkthey were more intriguedthan anything else," 
Begg said .. "There's been no real negative reaction.• 

Robert TyreJones Jr. was the legendary golfer who in 
1930 won the U.S. Amateur, the U.S,d)pen. the British 
Amateur and the British Open. • 

Toe· role . of Maiden, Jones' ,,Scoftish golf instructor, 
came to Begg circuitously. . • .. ·•.·• .. ··. 

l ;1 _ .•• B~itq;21~Ille to ,Clevelan4!J\rf,~.$,,His;gµsp ofScri,1r 
~ ;~p:trec(ii:wbl,jyiant, no-nonsens~:;:~i~i~~.fi~gn •· w~l\ .~ " 
•• n1tJ.qJalfP,to~~~<:e. J.;pdat,1 Pai;!si;.f,)\las:app~~t<E!JY, 

4,000 ,~em~~ts. and Begg can be li~aN • on the;'radio five 
days ~ -week m more than ao mai,;~ts:frgm Los Angeles to 
N"e"{ Yortc1Jncluding Louisville. 

Unlikely '"audft1:io11 
" 

A.ydr ago,, Begg was speakmg 11-l!'teligious. confereqt:e 
in California with Chuck Cols(m. the Watergate felQn 
turned_.Christiarl. pnson ministerf'lbe••'t:W<> began b'aqter.; 
il}~{,pg~t'f;9e l>f9S an~, co.~ ~!.~'ll%1~•' a ~~~r. s,d J 
that ~]¼~Ys~ft:- chapip.ions•·tµe ,q11_a,1:1~r;<>,~ora;ma~h1p1 

f;ltrP\f~i''W~~taying,out,ofther~~~i~d,tha~I~hase ~ -- :i 
tu~li~ilsPir\tual i,araII$; ,/ .,, ;:,M•." •. :. .• • 

In .!he audience that day was ?Jll,bvie ;eroducer John 
Sbeplierq/who was looking for soiµ~IJ,e to-play.Mai4eQ to 
actorJfrii'Gaviezel's Jones. • ~ '" 

After declining because of a sch,edrili!lg conflict; Begg 
later agreed with just two days· notice:before filming. 

"I;I~4llad a long time rotnmk a~~!fit! tp }\T~gh it over 
in lllY;.]PJn<;ltl most probably wo~l~:~ye,pass~ on it." 

In'his ti.i"stlme in the mgvie, Be~~•~~~~~ct:ei: CC>lllplains ' 
ca sore rear encl ft<>tn:itll,e,:;loqgttj.1' ftom Scot· 
S?P.d;scen~tpe Ji)1'll~;$!~~;9f~f~kef .ft9'11t 
~et ~nd,,takes.a. ty;ctff!!¼t~: Laf~r(llt:? 'telb _ .. a 
d•golfett<> "taket:y{~liV,~~"qff,th~}l. qu,it,!}ie 
~t~lY, . .► ''\tfo:1fit&i~lfi:~tz . > >,~, • ·\m .i.~ ·i·-, • 

Initia!Ifionc~rned about Maidettr!/Tcmgh perso~a. m 
retrosl)ectBegg has no regrets. "I ~t-tilaying a real person 
and being true to that person's character. Most of my lines 
were exact quotes from Maiden.'' 

Tile $18 million·film opened poorly at the end of April, 
earning only $1.4 million in its firsfweekend. But Begg has 
fond memories of his first foray into show business and 
found spiritual messages in his role. as well. 

"It's an example bf a small man having a big influ• 
ence," he said. ''There would have been no Bobb:fJones 
if there hadn't beeri this rather blunt and taciturn Scots-­
man to guide him. The national flower of Scotland is the 
thistle. It's beautiful, but when you grab it, it grabs you 
back. The smallest of actions can have profound effects on 
others, for good or ill." 



With the hefp of 14 church arouys 
ancf over 6 50 vo[ unteers, 

Mountain Outreach 
wi[[ co~fete their 116th home this summer .. 

For more information on Mountain Outreach please contact 

( 606) 539-4346 

Cumberland College !:J: 

• · .1· Leadership • ·Service • Growth 

• 


