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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Disaster relief 
ministry looking 
to add supplies 

The other big blue 
By Brenda Smith 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Louisville-Being chased out 
of Florida by hurricanes- not 
once, but twice-would be 
enough to dampen the enthu­
siasm of most people. 

But the challenging cir­
cumstances presented by this 
season's unusual hurricane 
season have served only to en­
ergize Kentucky Baptist disas­
ter relief volunteers, according 
to Larry Koch, disaster relief 
coordinator for the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention. 

Volunteers were deployed to 
Florida after Hurricane Char­
ley struck in August only to be 
evacuated Sept. 1 due to the ap­
proach of Hurricane Frances. 

The Kentucky units then re­
deployed to Florida Sept. 7 but 
just three days later had to pull 
out again to avoid Hurricane 
Ivan. They finally redeploy~d 
to southern Alabama, where 
they served meals and cleared 
debris until Oct. 1. 

Through it all, Kentucky vol­
unteers remained cheerful and 
dedicated, Koch said. 

More evangelicals seek answers for~'depresslon 
"Morale was the best I've 

ever seen," he said. "People just 
seemed to get along and that 
had a positive effect on our wit­
ness to the victims." 

At least three people made 
professions of faith, and sev­
eral others now are regularly 
attending church as a result 
of their experiences with 
Kentucky Baptist disaster 
relief workers in Florida and 
Alabama. Dozens more are 
interested in being trained as 
disaster relief volunteers. 
□ See Disaster relief ... Page 9 

By Oorianne Perruci · 
Religion News Service 

Washington (RNS)-Like her father, 
evangelist Billy Graham, Ruth Gra­
ham knows how to deliver 
an uplifting message_. 

After speaking to large 
crowds at Christian wom­
en's conferences, lines form 
to the youngest daughter of 
the most famous preacher 
in American history. 

Many women come to 

.. That subject is depressio.n, a top­
ic" the younger Grahall). and other 

. prominent evangelical women are 
addressing with increasing vulner­

ability and credibility. 
They have fallen into 

that black hole, only to be 
pulled back up with the 
help of counseling, Bible 
study and prayer. 

discuss a subject previously Ruth Graham 

For years, Graham suf­
fered silently because of 
what she perceived as her 
sins-a bitter divorce from 
a husband who cheated taboo in evangelical Chris­

tian circles, a subject that used to 
suggest weakness, or a lack of faith, 
for those in its grip. 

and teenage children who rebelled 
and became pregnant and turned 
to drugs. 

"I felt like the weak link in a long 
line of Christian leaders," said Gra­
ham, author of "In Every Pew Sits a 
Broken Heart," which, along with ) 
another book released this year by I 
singer Sheila Walsh, addresses deni- 1 al and ignorance about depression. , 

"We don't need to make Jesus 
and God look good," Gra):lam said 
in an interview. "Our responsibility 
is to be honest and authentic." 

Walsh, a former television co­
host of "The 700 Club" with Pat 
Robertson, has done that in ' her 
book, "The Heartache No One 
Sees," which is as mediGal as it is 
spiritual. 
□ See More evangelicals ... Page 10 

Kentuckians share Christ during Cross Over Louisville projects 

CROSS OVER LOUISVILLE Fred Johnson (right}, of St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church 
in Louisville, prays in the home of Louisvillian John Urquhart (center). Johnson 
and James Coffey (left), from Vine Hill Baptist Church in Coxs Creek, weatherized 
Urquhart's house as part of Cross Over Louisville. (KBC photo by Larry Brannin) · 

By Trennis Henderson 
Editor 

. Louisville-For Jamesetta Drake, 
a single grandmother taking care of 
three young grandsons, Kentucky 
Baptists' 2004 Cross Over effort 
"changed my life." 

Drake, who lives in Louisville's 
Shelby Park neighborhood, was 
among the recipients of home 
winterization projects held in con­
junction with Cross Over Metro 
Louisville. 

"You could tell a difference," she 
explained. ''I had a window that 
was deteriorating. They fixed all of 
it for me. It was such a blessing. 

"I've been praying and God sent 
them here," she declared. "It makes 
me want to praise God 24/7 because 
they are helping people who are 
poor. If they can give their time to 
help me, I can go to church. I prom-

ise to be there Sunday." 
Drake was among hundreds 

of Louisville-area residents as­
sisted during the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's fourth annual Cross 
Over evangelism blitz. This year's 
emphasis had a decidedly urban 
flavor, highiighting the theme, 
"Lifting Christ in the City." 

More than 400 volunteers from 
40 churches in Louisville and across 
the state took part in such diverse 
ministry projects as winterizing 
homes, distributing Christian vid­
eos and hosting a 3-on-3 basketball 
tournament for inner-city young­
sters. Other efforts included min­
istering to workers on Churchill 
Downs' backside, prayer walks and 
campus outreach at the Univer­
sity of Louisville and door-to-door 
community/prayer needs surveys. 
□ See Cross Over ... Page 8 
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Father, son among 88 missionaries appointed by NAMB 
By Joe Westbury 
Georgia Christian Index 

Stone Mountain, Ga . (BP)-"How 
many missionaries do we have 
here today?" Edwin Lamb asked as 
he looked out over the crowd gath­
ered at Mountain Park First Baptist 
Church. 

Seated before him were 88 
Southern Baptist North American 
Mission Board missionaries and 
about 800 friends and members of 
the suburban Atlanta church. 

As a few hands slowly began 
to rise. Lamb quickly responded, 
"That's right. raise those hands. 
We are all missionaries, today and 
every day." 

Those comments set the tone 
for NAMB's Nov. 7 missionary com­
missioning service as Lamb led the 
congregation in an opening prayer. 
As missionaries introduced them­
selves and gave a brief summary 
of their ministry, the point was 
repeatedly driven home-God has 
called all believers to be on mission 
for Him wherever they live. 

Missionary force tops 5,100 
Southern Baptists' newest mis­

sionaries will join more than 5,100 
current NAMB missionaries who 
serve in every state, province and 

ERLC emphasis registers 61,000 voters. The Southern 
Baptist Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission's iVoteVal­
ues initiative registered more than 61,000 voters, accord­
ing to ERLC officials. The effort, also supported by Focus 
on the Family and the Family Research Council, registered 
voters online and through the iVoteValues 18-wheeler 
truck. "There is no question that American voters were 
sensitized to the importance of voting their values," noted 
ERLC President Richard Land. 

LifeWay releases 'Year of the' Bible' resource. "Every Day 
with Jesus," a special edition of the Holman Christian 
Standard 'Bible designed to encourage Christians to read 
through the Bible in 2005, has been released by Broad­
man & Holman Publishers. 2005 was declared "The Year 
of the Bible" by messengers to the 2004 Southern Baptist 
Convention annual meeting. Broadman & Holman is the 
publishing arm of Life Way-Christian Resources. 

BJC names communications director. Jeff Huett, 26. has 
been named director of communications for the Baptist 
Joint Committee for Religious Liberty. Huett, the BJCRL's 
associate communications director since 2001, has been 
serving as acting communications director since May. 
Huett, a graduate of Baylor University and George Wash­
ington University, succeeds longtime communications 
coordinator Larry Chesser, 
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FAMILY AFFAIR Samuel Caballero was 
one of 88 North American missionaries 
commissioned Nov. 7- a/ong with 
his wife, son and daughter-in-law, all 
of whom will be starting churches in 
Colorado. (NAMB photo) 

territory in the United States and 
Canada. 

The commissioning service was 
especially meaningful for Samuel 
and Rebecca Caballero of Colorado 
who were being commissioned 
along with their son and daughter­
in-law, Fernando and Donna Cabal: 
lero. While the older couple will 
serve in Denver in church planting 

among a variety of ethnic groups, 
the younger couple will be state­
wide missionaries for multiethnic 
church planting. 

"Dad and I have always worked 
together since I was 13. That's when 
he firs t asked me to play the guitar 
for one of the new churches he was 
starting," Fernando Caballero said. 
"It's a real joy to be serving with 
him and mom as missionaries in 
Colorado." 

In his testimony, Samuel Ca­
ballero explained how he and his 
wife will be working among the 
39 ethnic groups in Denver. With 
more than 100 languages spoken 
in the city, the challenge would 
be daunting without the prayers 
of Southern Baptists around the 
world, he added. 

Cabellero and his wife have start­
ed 18 churches in the past 31 years 
in Colorado and look forward to the 
opportunity to start even more. But 
he emphasized the need for· more 
laborers to be called alongside 
them in the harvest. 

"We are praying for you to re­
spond to the call of God on your 
life.just like we read in Luke 10," he 
said. "We need you to join us in the 
harvest on the mission field. wher­
ever that might be. 

"If God has placed a burden on 
your heart , respond today to His 
calling," he urged. "You will never 
regret your decision." 

_ The dual commissioning of a 
fa ther and son was the first for 
NAMB, missionary mobilization 
team director Ja.ne Bishop said. 

Reccord: Maintain missions focus 
NAMB President Robert Reccord 

told the crowd that the world of 
2004 is identical to the world when 
Christ walked the dusty streets of 
Israel. It's a world caught up in its 
own pursuits and is in just as much 
need for a Savior. 

"In Acts 11:19 we read about the 
church going to the uttermost parts 
of the world," Reccord said. "I want 
you to know that .those who went 
were those laypersons who were 
sitting in the pews, just like you are 
doing today." 

Reccord noted that the early 
church encountered such phenom­
enal success because it was focused 
on its mission. 

"I want to remind you that the 
church does not exis·t for those who 
sit in the pews; it exits for those 
who do not yet sit in the pews. It ex­
ists to reach those who hiive not yet 
been reached with the good news." 

Falwell ·resurrects 'Moral Majority'-type group 
By Greg Warner 
Associated Baptist Press 

Lynchburg, Va. (ABP)- Jerry Falwell 
has announced plans to "resurrect" 
his Morality Majority with a new 
name in order to turn conservative 
momentum from the recent na­
tional elections into an "evangelical 
revolution." 

Falwell, a Southern Baptist pastor 
and political activist, announced 
the formation of the Faith and Val­
ues Coalition Nov. 9, one week after 
"moral values" voters helped re-elect 
President George W. Bush and adopt 
marriage amendments in 11 states. 

Falwell, pastor of Thomas Road 
Baptist Church in Lynchburg, Va., 
said the new group will build on 
"the national momentum" of the 
Nov. 2 elections and encourage 
evangelicals to continue to "vote 
Christian." 

In a news release. Falwell de­
scribed the new coalition as "a 21st 
century resurrection of the Moral 
Majority." • 

That earlier group. founded by 
Falwell in 1979, helped launch the 
Religious Right to national promi­
nence by supporting Ronald Reagan 

and other conservative Republican 
candidates and campaigning against 
abortion and other social concerns. 

"At that time, God .burdened my 
heart to mobilize religious conser­
vatives around a pro-life, pro-fam­
ily, strong national defense and pro­
Israel platform, designed to return 
America to her Judeo-Christian heri­
tage," Falwell said. "And I distinc­
tively feel that burden again. Our 
nation simply cannot continue as 
we know it ifwe allow out-of-control 
lawmakers and radical judges, work­
ing at the whims of society, to alter . 
the moral foundations of America." 

Helping Falwell in the new co­
alition are "Left Behind" co-author 
Tim LaHaye, who will serve as the 
coalition's board chair; Falwell's 
son, Jonathan, who will be executive 
director; and Mathew Staver, presi­
dent of the Orlando-bast:d Liberty 
Counsel, vice chair. 

The Faith and Values Coali­
tion, Falwell said, will organize in 
50 states and pursue three goals: 
passage of the Federal Marriage 
Amendment banning same-sex 
marriage; confirmation of "pro­
life, strict constructionist" judges 

• to the U.S. Supreme Court and the 
federal bench; and "the election of 
another socially, fiscally and politi­
cally conservative president in 2008, 
along with other state and national 
candidates." 

Falwell, 71, said he disbanded 
the Moral Majority in 1989 to devote 
more time to his Liberty University. 
He committed to lead the new coali­
tion for the first four years. 

"Over the · past few days, I have 
been inundated with requests from 
across America to 'finish what you 
started 25 years ago,"' he noted. 

Falwell said more than 30 mil­
lion evangelicals "voted Christian" 
Nov. 2. He predicted the number of 
evangelical ·voters will jump to "at 
least 40 million" in 2008. 

Barry Lynn, executive director 
of Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State, dismissed 
Falwell's effort as a gimmick for 
fundraising that may be short-lived. 

"I welcome Falwell's new organi­
zation to the debate," Lynn said. "I 
feel confident it will meet the same 
fate as the Moral Majority." 
With addition~/ reporting by Religion News 
Service 

Texas Baptists affirm convention restructuring plan 
San Antonio, Texas (ABP)-Messen­

gers to the Baptist General Conven­
tion of Texas gave initial approval 
to the convention's most significant 
reorganization in almost five de­
cades and elected its first non-Anglo 
president. 

At the BGCT's annual meeting 
in San Antonio Nov. 8-9, 82 percent 
of messengers approved the first 
reading of constitutional amend­
ments to reduce the size of the 
convention's Executiye Board from 
234 to 90 members and streamline 
the convention's decision-making 
structure. 

Albert Reyes, president of Baptist 

University of the Americas, an His­
panic school in San Antonio, was 
elected BGCT president without 
opposition. 

The elections and restructuring 
reflect the BGCT's goal of increasing 
ethnic participation in response to 
the state's shifting demographics. 

"I don't think there's any ques­
tion that as we project the future, 
we have to be inclusive," said'outgo­
ing BGCT President Ken Hall. 

The role of Hispanics in the state 
and BGCT was front and center dur­
ing the two-day convention. which 
met under a Spanish-language 
theme of "Celebrando la Familia 

de Dios" ("Celebrating. the Family 
of God"). 

"I sense as we as Texas Baptists 
are bec;oming aware that the world 
around us is changing, we are 
changing," Reyes told reporters. 

Messenger? approved resolutions 
supporting traditional marriage 
and public schools, but those state­
ments make no mention of same-sex 
m'arriage or a proposed "exodus" of 
Christians from public education. 

Messengers • also rejected a 
motion to withhold funding for 
Baylor University, which currently 
is embroiled in a struggle over its 
leadership. 

' 
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Partnership links Kentucky Baptists in east, west I 
By Dannah Prather 
Partnerships Editor 

Hazel Green-Director of Missions 
Jack Fletcher is calling 2004 the start 
of "the greatest evangelistic thrust 

- in the history of Red River Baptist 
Association." 

In an effort to change the spiri­
tual landscape of Red River's six 
Appalachian counties, a unique 
partnership was formed in 2003 
between Red River and two Western 
Kentucky Baptist associations-Little 
Bethel and Christian County. 

This year more than 300 vol­
unteers from approximately 20 
Western Kentud<y congregations 
traveled to Eastern Kentud<y, work­
ing with local Baptists to share the 
gospel throughout Red River com­
munities. 

"Our pastors are more excited 
about this than anything we've ever 
done," said Bob Morrison, director 
of missions for Little Bethel Associa­
tion in Madisonville. 

The first year of revivals, block 
parties, sports camps, surveys, 
bad<yard Bible dubs and other 
projects yielded professions of 
faith , baptisms and countless other 
testimonies of changed lives, fuel­
ing enthusiasm among Kentucky 
Baptists from Natural Bridge to Land 
Between the Lakes and back again. 

"We are seeing a lot of people . 
excited about seeing people saved," 
said Johnny Hurt, pastor of Red 
River's Mill Knob Baptist Mission. 

The partnership began when 
Christian County Director of Mis­
sions Larry Baker attended a meet­
ing· of the Kentud<y Baptist Conven­
tion Mission Board in December 
2002. 

Baker said he was stt!nned to 
hear that Red River Association was 
among "the least,:hurched" areas of 
the country. 

Exploring a spiritual vacuum 
Between 1990 and 2000, only one 

new Kentud<y Baptist church was 
started in Red River, bringing the 
total to 12. Today, the Mill Knob con­
gregation, a mission of Stanton Bap­
tist Church, brings the total to 13. 

The American Religious Data 
Archive compiles statistics from 
churches, denominations and other 
religious organization~ across the 
country, including the Southern 
Baptist North American Mission 
Board. 

The archive reported that of ap­
proximately 65,000 residents in the 
Red River area, fewer than 6,000 at­
tend any church regularly. 

Area pastors Ron Barnett, Bill 
Boldt and Vaughn Rasor say the spir­
itual vacuum comes from communi­
ties demoralized by unemployment, 
poverty, illiteracy, illegal drugs and 
other social ills. 

"The ol' devil's running pretty 
strong," said Barnett, pastor of 
Campton Baptist Church in Wolfe 
County. He has ministered in Ap­
palachia for nearly 20 years, first in 
Pike County before moving to Camp­
ton nine years ago. 

"We have a horrendous drug 
problem," said Boldt, pastor 9f Stan­
ton Baptist Church in Powell County. 
"Economically we're in bad shape. 
We just don't have the job market or 
the economic foundation." 

Rasor said the situation in 

PARTNERS IN MINISTRY Western Kentucky volunteers lead a Bible club in Eastern 
Kentucky as part of the partnership between the Little Bethel, Christian County and 
Red River Baptist associations. The trailer was equipped with a tent, chair, sound 
system and other materials so volunteers could conduct Bible clubs during the day 
and revival services in the evening. 

Jackson, where he is pastor of First 
Baptist Church, is the same. "Eighty 
percent of the people who live here 
are on welfare," said Rasor, who has 
served in the Breathitt County com­
munity more than 12 years. 

The toll on Appalachian families 
is obvious; Barnett said. "There are a 
lot of foster children up here." 

He said his congregation is small, 
but active. "We try to minister every 
way we can."· To help the needy 
in their area, Campton members 
conduct clothing and toy drives 
and contribute to the church food 
closet. 

"We realize we have a monumen­
tal task," said Boldt, who has served 
in Appalachia approximately 15 
years. "There's a mission field here." 

Pastors vote to "open presents" 
Baker proposed the partnership 

ministry to the Hopkinsville-based 
Christian County Association. Upon 
the board's approval, he began dis­
cussions with Fletcher. 

Morrison heard about the part­
nership idea from Baker at a May 
2003 workshop. Like Baker, he said 
he was shocked to learn that "one of 
the most desperate needs was just a 
Jew hours away." 

In September 2003, the two 
DO Ms and several key pastors of the 
Western Kentucky associations trav­
eled to Eastern Kentud<y to meet 
with Fletcher and Red River pastors. 

The two-to-five-year partnership 
proposal was discussed and Fletcher 
told the local pastors they should 
vote on whether to proceed. 

Rasor laughs at the memory. "I 
thought he was kidding. It was like 
having someone ask you over to 
their house for Christmas and tak­
ing a vote on whether or not to open 
the presents." 

But with few concrete plans at 
that point, Fletcher said he won­
dered whether Red River pastors 
would sign on. "There was not one 
dissenting vote, even though most 
of-them didn't know what would 
happen, including me," he recalled. 

In November 2003, Baker and 
Morrison accompanied Fletcher as 
he drove through Red River commu­
nities pointing out homes, churches 
and businesses, ta°Iking about the 
many needs. 

After the "windshield probe," 
Morrison said, "we had a big list of 
junky notes." From the list, projects 

were developed and by January 
2004, the DOMs were recruiting vol­
unteers from churches in all three 
associations. 

"We wanted to make sure this 
was a project of prayer," Morrison 
said. Christian County and Little 
Bethel put out the call for prayer 
support. Today, "there are more 
than 1,000 people praying every 
day for the ministry at Red River," 
he said. 

The formal ki~-off of the part­
nership was in March 2004, when 
Western Kentucky pastors and 

• church members conducted simul­
taneous revivals in four Red River 
counties. 

West Kentucky youth do leg work 
Volunteers also did door-to-door 

survey work, something Rasor said 
was a great help to his mostly se­
nior-adult congregation in Jackson. 
Because homes are spread over a 
large geographic area, visitation is 
difficult for older church members, 
he said. 

The Western Kentucky volun­
teers-many of them youth-blan­
keted the area knocking on doors, 
handing out tracts and free light 
bulbs, and collecting contact infor­
mation. 

Rasor said the partnership 
helped his church collect names and 
addresses of 44 families in his area, 
making the task of visitation more 
manageable for his congregation. 

The experience was repeated in 
other locations in Red River. "I don't 
think there was a door they didn't 
knock on," Barnett said. 

With the help of the KBC, 
Little Bethel and Christian County 
equipped a trailer with a tent, 
chairs, tables, pulpit, a sound sys­
tem and other equipment and sup­
plies. Red River Association had its 
own trailer for concessions. Local 
and Western Kentud<y volunteers 
traveled throughout the area during 
the summer, holding Bible dubs for 
children during the day at the site of 
evening revival meetings. 

In July, at the peak of summer 
events, 48 professions of faith were 
recorded in the association, accord­
ing to Fletcher. 

"The way it all came together, we 
lmew God was at work," he said. 

Rasor said residents of Appala­
chia often are wary of visitors, not­
ing that the social problems of the 

'-

Baker 

Morrison 

Fletcher 

Christian County 
Baptist Association 

Christian County Baptist Association 
Located in: Christian County. 
Director of missions: Larry Baker. 
KBC churches: 41 (plus 2 missions). 
KBC church members: 16,000. 
Population 72,265. . 
Unemployment: 7 percent. 

Little Bethel Baptist Association 
Located in: Primarily Hopkins County 
with churches also in Webster, Lyon and 
Christian counties. 
Director of missions: Bob Morrison. 
KBC.churches: 48. 
KBC church members: 15,000. 
Population: 46,519. 
Unemployment: 7.7 percent. 

Red River Baptist Association 
Located in: Breathitt, Lee, Menifee, Morgan, 
Powell and Wolfe counties. 
Director of missions: Jack Fletcher 
KBC churches: 12 (plus 1 mission). 
KBC church members: 4,500. 
Population: 64,822. 
Unemployment: 8-10.6 percent (depending 
on county). 

Sources: Association offices, American Religious 
Data Archive, U.S. Census, Commonwealth of Kentucky 

region make it a curiosity for sonie 
people who come "just to see the 
'Third World country.' That happens 
a lot in the hills and the people are 
very sensitive to that." -

The long-term design of the Red 
River Partnership creates a different 
situation, he said. Western Kentud<y 
volunteers are becoming familiar 
faces, and Rasor said local residents 
know these visitors "aren't running 
roughshod over them." 

Fletcher said this year's activities 
have been very encouraging to local 
pastors and congregations. 

Recalling Acts 1:8, he said before 
the partnership, Red River Baptists 
had asked themselves: "How can 
we evangelize our Jerusalem?" He 
admits, "It looked impossible.'' 

With the combined effort of 
Little Bethel and Christian County 
Baptists, now the Red River ministry 
involves dozens of churches, hun­
dreds of volunteers and thousands 
of hours of prayer. The task seems 
more possible than it did just a year 
ago. 

Recently, the DOMs, pastors and 
spouses met again for a retreat in 
Eastern Kentucky. Unlike the first 
meeting, there were plenty of con­
crete plans discussed, including 
summer camp for Red River youth, 
discipleship and evangelism train­
ing for local church members, more 
revivals and Bible clubs, and, by the 
end of 2005, at least one new church 
in Red River Baptist Association. 

Look for more stories about the Red 
River Partnership in coming weeks. To 
learn more about the partnership, visit 
www.redriverpartnetship.org. 

3 
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'Jesus' film marks 25 years of ministry 
By Erich Bridges 

Richmond, Va . (BP)-I participated 
recently with other volunteers 
in distributing the gospel on the 
streets of a sprawling mega-city in 
Central Asia. 

We struck up conversations with 
shopkeepers, cafe owners, college 

tion: more than 510 million. 
• I Personal decisions to follow 

Christ at public film showings: more 
than 197 million. 

There's no slowing down on the 
horizon. In addition to its availabil­
ity in tailored versions for various 
formats and age groups, "Jesus" 

students, bus passen­
gers and anyone else 
willing to talk to us in 

COMMENTARY 
just made its Internet 
debut. In October the 
entire film became ac­

the overwhelmingly Muslim city. 
We prayed for opportunities to give 
our new acquaintances small pack­
ets containing a New Testament, 
a video showing local followers of 
Christ and how they worship-and a 
DVD version of the "Jesus" film. 

Not everyone took our gift. Some 
declined politely; a few returned it 
after looking it over. But many ac­
cepted it with curiosity, gratitude, 
even emotion. They seemed eager 
to read, hear and see all they could 
about Jesus. Several asked for extra 
packets. 

Most-watched movie in history 
Almost anywhere you find the 

gospel-and people hungry for 
it-you'll find "Jesus." 

It's by far the most-watched and 
most-translated movie in history. It's 
also one of the church's most potent 
evangelism tools. The film, which 
first appeared in theaters in 1979, is 
marking the 25th year of its amaz­
ing run. The Jesus Film Project, an 
arm of Campus Crusade for Christ, 
distributes various versions world­
wide. A few "Jesus" statistics will 
give you a feel for its global reach: 

I Cumulative viewing/listening 
audience (includes multiple view­
ings) since 1979: more than 5.8 
billion. 

I Languages with "Jesus" film/ 
audio translations: 874, with 229 
more in the works. 

I Countries where the film has 
been shown: 228. 

cessible online- in more than 300 
languages-via streaming video at 
www.JesusFilm.org. 

"To our knowledge, a film has 
never been freely available on the 
Internet in so many different lan­
guages," says Jim Green, who directs 
The Jesus Film Project. "The 300-plus 
translations available represent the 
heart language of more than 90 per­
cent of the world's population." 

What is the continuing power 
of this movie? When people see "Je­
sus," they see Jesus-and understand 
His words-often for the first time. 

"Jesus speal<s our language!" 
one elderly woman in Mozambique 
joyously cried after seeing the first 
showing of "Jesus" in her Makhuwa 
language. Southern Baptist Interna­
tional Mission Board · missionaries 
spearheaded the Makhuwa version 
of the film and saw thousands come 
to Christ among the 5-million-mem­
ber animistic people group. 

The emotional impact of witness­
ing Jesus' life and death-particular­
ly His crucifixion-also explains part 
of the film's appeal. In many places 
audiences weep, tear their clothes 
and toss dirt in the air to express 
grief, throw sticks at the Roman sol­
diers beating Jesus on the screen-or 
sit in silent awe. 

Perhaps the true source of the 
film's power, however, is this: It con­
veys the Word of God, specifically 
the Gospel of Luke, with virtually 

What are you thinking? 

word-for-word faithfulness. 
A recent campaign in Tomsk, 

Siberia, drew thousands of people 
to free screenings around the city. 
Theaters overflowed, and· at least 
150 people turned away fro!]l one 
cinema walked more than a mile in 
the cold to see the movie at another 
location. 

'Tm tired of thrillers," one of the 
viewers said. "I want something that 
will talk to i;ny heart. It's time to be­
lieve in God." 

Major missions strategy 
So great is the film's impact that 

1MB mission strategists include its 
availability as one of their measures 
of the evangelization of a people 
group. The Jesus Film Project has 
formally partnered with the IMB 
since 1997. Southern Baptist mission 
teams remain the top users of the 
film worldwide-and they continue 
to find new and more effective ways 
to utilize it. 

As missionaries "continue to 
push into people groups that have 
little literacy and no Bible knowl­
edge, it's requiring them to re-think 
using the 'Jesus' film," IMB media 
strategist Mark Snowden notes. "In 
many places, they delay showing 
the film until basic concepts of God, 
sin and redemption are understood 
by the people. Otherwise, in places 
where ancestors or other gods are 
worshiped, the people will just add 
Jesus to their pantheon of gods." 

When those concepts are ef­
fectively communicated · first, the 
film is increasingly becoming "a 
discipleship tool for new believers," 
Snowden adds. "They view Jesus' 
life and readily i_dentify with the 
disciples who are seeking to follow 
Jesus." 

Happy 25th birthday, "Jesus." 
May your influence increase! 
Erich Bridges is a senior writer for the 
Southern Baptist International Mission Board 

I Countries where the film has 
been broadcast on television: 176. 

I "Jesus" film prints, videocas­
,. settes, DVDs and VCDs in circula-
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make a personal attack. The maximum length for a letter is 300 words: Submit by mail, 
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'Kentucky Baptists Connect' 
"Kentucky Baptists Connect" is 

a five-year emphasis adopted by the 
Kentucky Baptist Mission Board to 
involve Kentucky Baptists in new 
levels of connecting with God a·nd 
one another. The objectives 
and goals of the emphasis 
are designed to increase 
baptisms, strengthen 
churches, start new· Bible 
study units and develop 
new believers and leaders 
for Kingdom ministries 
·and missions. 

It begins with Kentucky 
Baptists connecting to 

Connecting also requires humil­
ity for pastors and churches to reach 
out to one another in mutually 
agreed upon ways to assist one an­
other in vital ministries. Christian 

County, Little Bethel and 
Red River associations are 
excelleIJ.t examples of this 
kind of cooperation. 

God througI-i Jesus Christ Bill Mackey 
in vital relationships as 
described in John 15:5. In order for 
God to use us in connecting other 
people to Jesus Christ, we must be 
connected to God in an intimate and 
growing relationship that results in 
obedience. 

During Red River As­
sociation's recent annual 
meeting, Bob Morrison, 
director of missions for 
Little Bethel Association, 
thanked the Red River 
pastors and churches and 
Director of Missions Jack 
Fletcher for their won­

Eric Allen, the KBC's Mission 
Service Corps and prayer consultant, 
says more than 500 Kentud<y Baptist 
churches now have prayer coordina­
tors. I think we are seeing ~he be­
ginnings of a prayer movement in 
Kentucl<y. 

derful cooperation. Larry Baker, • 
director of missions for Christian 
Councy, along with volunteers from 
his association, conducted surveys 
in Jackson in cooperation with First 
Baptist Church there. 

It was gratifying to hear testimo­
nies of how the churches have been 
strengthened by the partnership. It 
is a true partnership as Red River 
pastors have ministered in partn~r 
associations as well. 

Kentucl<y Baptists Connect places 

an emphasis on world missions by 
strengthening the foundation for 
missions-the local church. Gayle 
Toole, pastor of Hebron Baptist 
Church, led the dedication of that 
chµrch's new facilities on Oct. 24. 
It was a privilege to participate in 
a powerful worship experience and 
witness decisions for Christ. (Please 
pray for Gayle as he continues to 
deal with cancer.) 

Kentucl<y Baptists Connect also 
places a strong emphasis on inspi­
rational worship. Second Baptist- • 
Church of Greenville, where Ray 
England is pastor, started conduct­
ing a contemporary worship service 
at 8:45 a.m. on Sunday mornings. It 
has grown to the point that more 
than 300 people are now in regular 
attendance each week. During the 
summer, the church helped pro­
vide meals to more than 150 needy 
children and to 47 homebound indi­
viduals daily. 

Please pray that Kentucl<y Bap­
tists will find new ways to cooperate 
in connecting all people to Jesus 
Christ following the Kentucl<y Bap­
tists Connect emphasis at this week's 
KBC annual meeting, Nov. 16-17. 
Bill Mackey is executive director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 
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Giving thanks is 
God's clear will 
for His followers 
By Jeremy White 

We often rub our hands, put 
op. a spiritually serious look and 

ponder God's 
will for a situ­
ation. We pray 
and seek to 
discern God's 
will. 

Do you 
know one area 

where God's will is very clear? 
The Bible says in I Thessalo­
nians 5:18: "Give thanks· in all 
circumstances, for this is God's 
will for you in Christ Jesus." 

That's not so hard to figure 
out. It's God's will for me to give 
thanks. 

How do we "give thanks"?We 
can give thanks with our words 
or in prayer, in our attitude and 
in our actions of helping others. 
We also can give thanks by giv­
ing money. That's how we often 
measure things: Are we willing 
to put our money where our 
mouth is? 

Apparently not. The IRS 
says the average American who 
itemizes his or her deductions 
gives 3 percent of total income 
to charities. Other surveys indi­
cate that the average giving is 
about 2'percent. 

In my financial planning 
practice, I have found that 
regular and planned giving 
enhances clients' lives. And not 
just a warm, fuzzy feel-good­
down-inside enhancement, but 
giving enhances their financial 
lives. 

How can that be? Admit­
tedly, giving is hard to prove 
mathematically as a necessary 
step toward improving your 
finances. God's ways are not 
man's ways. We can trust Him 
to provide for His faithful man­
agers. 

When I say He will provide, 
I am not saying God will rain 
down cash in your bacl<yard or 
cause you to win a magazine 
sweepstakes contest. 

Being God, He could do 
that. Probably, however, He will 
help your car run longer, have 
someone share something with 
you, give you more control over 
impulses or just help the ends 
meet. 

God says to us, "Come on, I 
dare you. See if I will not pour 
out blessings" (see Malachi 3: 
10). This is not a name-it-and­
claim-it or gab-it-and-grab-it 
philosophy. God urges us that 
giving works. He loves cheerful 
givers. He wants us to do His 
will. Many Christians do not 
tithe and, consequently, have 
the same financial problems of 
others in the world. 

As we approach the Thanks­
giving season, let's follow God's 
will and give thanks. 
Jeremy White is a certified public 
accountant in Paducah. See 
his free weekly financial tip at 
www.consultcpa.com. 

.. 
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How can parents help kids 
cope with childhood fears? 
Q: How can I help my child face typical childhood fears? 

The reality TV show "Fear Factor" places ordinary peo­
ple in all kinds of frightening scenarios. Because real life 

PARENTING 
includes a fear factor, sooner or later 
your children will face fear in some 
form. Parents can help children han­

dle fear by teaching the following truths: 
Everyone is afraid of something. Help 

your child understand that fear is a com­
mon feeling. Public speaking ranks as the 
No. 1 fear for adults. The most common 
fears for children ages 6-11 are dentists, 
doctors, thunder and lightning, airplanes 
and burglars. Even Bible heroes like Moses, 
Esther and Mary were afraid. Read their stories with your 
children and ask, "Who was afraid? Why?" 

Being brave does not mean not being afraid. Speakers 
and performers often are filled with fear, but they take the 
stage anyway. Soldiers are afraid, but they fight on. Ananias 
was afraid of Paul, but he met with him anyway (Acts 9: 
1-19). People of all ages face all kinds of dangers and dif­
ficulties daily. We might sometimes be afraid, but we don't 
have to give up. 

When we fear, God is near. Psalm 56:3 and Isaiah 41 :10 
both teach this tremendous truth. Read these verses with 
your children. When we are afraid, God will be with us and 
help us. He will give us strength to survive the scary situa­
tion. As you read and talk about the Bible stories referenced 
above, ask another question: "How did God make a differ­
ence?"-David Garrard 

Q: My husband and I divorced 10 years ago. I've been 
through divorce recovery, I've gone a long way toward 
forgiving my ex-spouse, and I feel recovered and healed 
from my divorce. My ex-spouse has married someone 
else. My problem is that I feel trapped by Jesus' words 
in the Sermon on the Mount. Can I ever marry again 
while my ex-spouse is still alive? How should I interpret 
Scriptures that seem to suggest that all remarriage is 
the moral equivalent of adultery? 

It always he_lps before making application to put each 
scripture in its historical context. 

Jesus was speaking to a culture where only men could di­

MARRIAGE 
vorce and where women were viewed 
as property. Notice John 8, where only 
the woman was to be stoned to death 

for com_mitting adultery. 
Jesus spoke in the midst of a raging debate about di­

vorce. The question was, "Is it acceptable for any and all 
reasons for a man to hand his wife a certificate of divorce?" 
This is the context to which Jesus spoke. 

Even those who lust for the spouse of another fall short 
of God's plan by committing adultery in the heart. Jesus 
gave no comfort to those who would leave one spouse mere­
ly to marry someone else who might please him more. It 
was to this kind of practice that the prophet Malachi thun­
dered his famous words, "God hates divorce." To leave one's 
spouse for another and then to try to legitimize it through 
marriage is nothing more than "legalized lust," and was 
the kind of remarriage Jesus was teaching against. 

Jesus' whole point in the Sermon on the Mount was for 
our righteousness to exceed that of the Pharisees, the most 
righteous people of that day. It is not enough to legalisti­
cally follow the law. It is only when your life reflects righ­
teousness in your heart that you are living with the true 
intent of God's plan. 

Seek spiritual counsel from a pastor or pastoral counsel­
or as you work through this issue. While there are a variety 
of interpretations of Jesus' teachings, "serial monogamy" 
clearly comes under the judgment of Christ when one is 
seeking to legitimize an immoral relationship by way of a 
marriage altar. A study of God's Word can reveal that Christ 
is able to "make all things new" as you are healed to live a 
new life in Him.-James Stillwell· 

Family Forum writers are: 
David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist 

Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org. 
James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church 

in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex.org. 
Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in 

Louisville. E-mail:vhvdmin@msn.com. 
Scott Wigginton, associate professor of pastoral ministries and 

counseling at Campbellsville University. E-mail: sewigginton 
@campbellsville.edu. 

Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 
43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net. 
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Thanksgiving: ·A time for tha·nks & giving 
Conducting an in-depth study of the word 

"thanksgiving," I have uncovered its deeper 
meaning. When broken _down into bite-size piec­
es, this compound word actually means "thanks" 
and "giving." 

OK, in reality, it means "giving thanks," but 
one practical way to give thanks is to 
give to others-whether it's giving a 
word of encouragement to a neighbor or 
co-worker; giving food, clothing or other 
resources to those in need; or giving time 
to your family, church and others. 

As we approach the Thanksgiving 
season, hopefully your celebration will 
include both "thanks" and '.'giving." 
The starting point, of course, is offering 
sincere thanks to God for His gracious, 

ceptable unto God, which is yom reasonable 
service" (Romans 12:1). -This Thanksgiving-and 
every day-there is no greater blessing for which 
Christians can offer thanks than our eternal sal­
vation through Christ's selfless sacrifice on our 
behalf. 

Psalm 95:1-2. "Corne let us sing for joy 
to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the 
Rock of our salvation. Let us come before 
Hirn with thanksgiving and extol Hirn 
with music and song." 

abundant blessings. Sadly, many people Trennis Henderson 

In addition to family, food, fellowship, 
friends and football, make certain that 
worship is part of your Thanksgiving tra­
dition. Whether you have a time of fam­
ily worship on Thanksgiving Day, attend 
a community Thanksgiving service or 
pause to give thanks during regular wor­
ship services, take time to "sing for joy to in our state and nation will go through 

the Thanksgiving season without understanding the Lord" in appreciation for Who He is. 
to Whom their thanks should be directed. 

"Thanksgiving" is a rich biblical term that ap­
pears more than 25 times throughout Scripture. 
Roughly one third of those uses, as you probably 
would expect, are in the Psalms. But both the 
Psalms and other passages can offer us a fresh ap­
preciation of the significance of giving thanks in 

Philippians 4:6. "Be anxious for nothing, but 
in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known 
to God." 

each of our lives. Consider these verses: 

In our hectic world, being anxious is a com­
mon trait. As you celebrate Thanksgiving, it 
also is appropriate to sh~re your concerns with 
God. Along with words of thanks and personal 
requests, one way to give to others is to intercede 
in prayer on their behalf. Rather than being anx­
ious, God offers us the incredible freedom of plac­
ing our burdens before Him and trusting Him for 
the answers. 

Leviticus 17:12-13: "Now this is the law of the sac­
rifice of peace offerings which shall be presented 
to the Lord. If he offers it by way of thanksgiving, 
then along with the sacrifice of thanksgiving he 
shall offer unleavened cakes mixed with oil, and 
unleavened wafers spread with oil, and cakes of 
well stirred fine flour mixed with oil." 

Rather than offering physical sacrifices today 
for sin, peace offerings or thanksgiving, we have 
the privilege of living under the grace of Jesus 
Christ. In the words of 2 Corinthians 5:21, "God 
made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so 
that in Him we might become the righteousness 
of God." In response, God calls His followers to 
"present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac-

Revelation 7:12. "Amen: Blessing and glory 
and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and 
power and might, be to our God forever and ever. 
Amen." 

There are innumerable reasons for us to thank 
God continuously. During this Thanksgiving 
season, search God's Word for your own insights 
about the privilege of giving thanks. May you 
have a blessed Thanksgiving as you experience 
the joy of thanks and giving. 

What can the righteous do? with one another-with one heart, 
one mind and one soul. 

By Henry Blackaby 
Atlanta (BP)-King David knew 

perilous times. 
Over and, over again he saw the 

enerrtjes of God's people · coming 
against them to destroy them. He 
personally experienced severe op­

We can personally, and with 
others, pray earnestly to God, who 
always hears and answers and de­
livers His people. And we can, like 
the persecuted churches of the New 
Testament, walk together with "one 
heart and one mind" (Acts 2:1). God 

position. In Psalm 11: 
3 he expressed these 
moments with a serious 

FIRST PERSON 
Himself indwelt them, 
and though they were 
severely persecuted by 

question: "If the foundations are de­
stroyed, what can the righteous do?" 

This is a question each of us must 
face, and we must face it together. 
It seems that so much is targeted 
toward God's people and all that 
we stand for in these perilous days: 
The family is under attack; the use 
of the name of God in public often 
is prohibited; even the mention of 
Jesus in public meetings is some­
times banned. Many of the values 
Christians cherished for centuries 
are now ridiculed and rejected. 

The ,future often looks bleak, so 
we too ask: "When the foundations 
are destroyed, what can the righ­
teous do?" 

There are several things we can 
do. We can courageously speak up. 
We can confidently stand up. We 
can walk in strong faith as those 
described in Heqrews 11. 

the world around them, God was 
able to turn the Roman Empire up­
side down through them. 

These are days when God's people 
are to be of one accord. Politics are 
not our means to stabilize our na­
tion, though we should be actively 
involved in the political process. Our 
strength is in the Lord, Who always 
-has defeated completely any enemy 
of His people, provided His people 
were walking in righteousness with 
Him. 

His name is at stal<e in His people, 
and He always protects His name. In 
the workplace, God's people must be 
"salt" a.nd "light." Our lives must be_ 
holy, transparent and real. The "fruit 
of the Spirit" and real God-love must 
be seen, experienced and believed 
by a watching world around us. Our 
families must be as God intended. 
Our churches must walk in love 

.. 

And the world around us must 
see the salvation of God in us (Luke 
3:6). We must not only share the 
greatness of God's salvation with 
words, we must live it before them. 
The best witness is changed lives 
from God's presence and power in 

. our daily lives. And it is the most 
believable. Our changed lives must 
be so attractive that others will 
want to know and experience the 
God we serve. Then their lives can 
be changed, and ultimately that pro­
cess will affect decisions being made 
in our nation. The culture can then 
return to higher values. 

We must never "grow weary of 
doing good" (2 Thessalonians 3:13). 
And the exhortation of the Apostle 
Paul to the often-suffering people 
of God in his day must now be lived 
out by us: 

I "Let the peace of God rule in 
your hearts" 

I "Let the Word of Christ dwell in 
you richly." 

I "And whatever you do in word 
or deed do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through Him" (Colossians 3: 
15-17) . 
Henry Blackaby is president of Blackaby 
Ministries International in Atlanta 
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2004 Report of the KBC Committee on Nominations 
SPRING REPORT 

KBC MISSION BOARD: 

At-Large Region 7: 2005 unexpired term: 
Randy McPheron (Corbin) 

Enterprise (Region 81: 2005 unexpired term: 
Sandra Stapleton-TI10mas (Stambaugh) 

Freedom (Region 71: 2005 unexpired term: 
Larry Jones (Albany) 

Green Valley (Region 21: 2004 unexpired 
term: ·Russell Hibbs (Henderson) 

Monroe (Region 71: 2004 unexpired term: Ty 
Clenney (Scottsville) 

Muhlenberg (Region 21: 2004 unexpired 
term: Roger Skipworth (Greenville) 

Muhlenberg (Region 21: 2005 unexpired 
term: Travis Fox (Drakesboro) 

Ohio County (Region 21: 2004 unexpired 
term: Tom Shelton (Hartford) 

South District (Region 6): 2005 unexpired 
term: Dan Johnson (Mitchellsburg) 

South District (Region 61: 2006 unexpired 
term: J. Tom Patterson (Perryville) 

FALL REPORT 
BOARDS OF AGENCIES & INSTITUTIONS: 

Campbellsville University (Trusteesl: 
2005 Unexpired Term: David Morris 
(Warsaw); 2008 Terms [11]: Barry Bertram 
(Campbellsville); Jerry Blankenship 
(Louisville); Teresa Cassell (Campbellsville); 
Mike Eastridge (Bowling Green); Fuller 
Harding (Campbellsville); Derick Harpet, 
(Ft. Mitchell); Mary Frances May (Columbia); 
Norris Priest (Henderson); Ronald 
Rafferty, (Campbellsville); Ralph Tesseneer 
(Campbellsville); Tommy Valentine 
(Danville) 

CUmberland College (Trustees): 
2005 Unexpired Term: Eugene West 
(Lexington); 2006 Unexpired Term: Paul 
Steely (Williamsburg); 2008 Terms [7]: 
A. Doyle Baker {Lexington); Sam Ballou 
(Corbin}; Paul Estes (Williamsburg); Bill 
Hacker (Corbin); Dallas Petrey (Georgia); 
Tom Raper (Indiana); Judy Rose (Lexington) 

Georgetown College (Trusteesl: 
2007 Unexpired Term: William James 
Houston (Crestwood); 2008 Terms [6]: Barry 
Birdwhistell (Cecilia); Helen Marie Carroll 
(Georgetown); Robert Cohen (Lexington); 
Bob Swift (Mayfield); David Travis (Murray); 
Guthrie True (Frankfort) 

Kentucky Baptist Assemblies, Inc. (Trustees!: 
2007 Unexpired Term: Don Wilson 
(Benton); 2008 Terms [3]: Keenan Braden 
(Harlan); John Owen (Winchester); Randy 
Record (Louisville) 

• Committee on Arrangements - 2007 terms 
.- Kathy Ferguson (Hopkinsville) and 
Layne Johnson (Bowling Green) 

• Committee on Constitution & Bylaws 
- 2007 terms - Scott Kilgore (Bowling 
Green), Chris Platt (Crestwood), and 
Darren Gaddis (Corbin) 

• Committee on Credentials - 2006 
unexpired term - Buddy Crabtree 
(Union); 2007 terms - Peggy Walker 
(Elizabethtown), Terry Lester (London}, 
and Wesley Pitts (Louisville) • 

• Committee on Nominations - 2006 terms 
unless noted otherwise: 

Region 1: Terry Garvin (Murray); 2005 
• unexpired term - Jim Simmons (Murray) 

Clear Creek Baptist Bible College (Trusteesl: 
2006 Unexpired Term: Robert Williams 
(East Bernstadt); 2007 Unexpired Terms 
[2] John Locke (Louisville}; Denny Vinson 
(Bremen); 2008 Terms [7] David Aldridge 
(Lexington) ; Neil Barry (Middlesboro); 
Eugene Brashear (Lexington); Don Mathis 
(Tennessee); Richard Neal (Lexington); 
Ernest Slusher (Pineville); Anna White 
(Versailles) 

Kentucky Baptist Foundation (Directorsl: 
2008 Terms [4]: Scott Davis (Henderson); 
James C. Hales, Sr. (Alexandria); Jan 
Shockley (Louisville); M.A. Winchester 
(Stearns) 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children 
(Directorsl: 
2005 Unexpired Terms [2]: Thomas 
Sparks (Lexington); Bailey Taylor 
(Shepherdsville); 2008 Terms [6]: Kenneth 
Clawson (Richmond); Larry Ensor 
(Crestwood); Oscar Hornsby (Somerset) ; 
James Jones (Campbellsville); Jimmie ,Lee 
(Elizabethtown); Julia Spurrier (Louisville) 

Kentucky League on Alcohol and Gambling 
Problems (Trustees!: 
2007 Terms [5]: Tom Curry (Louisville); 
Tom Gupton (Campbe.llsville); David Key 
(Mayfield); Gilbert Robinson (Somerset); 
Bob White (Hawesville) 

Oneida Baptist Institute (Trustees): 
2008 Terms [6] : Jerry Bevil (Beaver Dam); 
Kenneth Bolin (Manchester); Mike Jones 
(Cadiz); Herschel Morgan (Philpot); 
Patricia Walter (Lexington); Jesse Ward 
(Whitesburg) 

Western Recorder (Directorsl: 
2008 Terms [3]: Skip Alexander 
(Campbellsville); Ken James (London); Bill 
Marshall (Louisville) 

KBC MISSION BOARD: 

At-Large Region 2: 2005 unx term - Jerry 
Tooley (Owensboro) 

At-Large Region 4: 2007 term - Mary 
Berridge (Louisville) . 

. At-Large Region S: 2007 term - Harold 
Smith (LaGrange) 

At-Large Region 6: 2007 term - Dennis 
Wainright (Winchester) 

Allen (Region 71: 2007 term - Wimpy 
Hudson (Scottsville) 

Anderson (Region 61: 2007 term - Rick 
• Shannon (Lawrenceburg) 

Bethel (Region 3): 2007 term - Jerry Tracy 
(Elkton) 

Blackford (Region 31: 2007 term - Curtis 
Barnes (Lewisport) 

Blood River (Region 11: 2007 term - Jim 
Solomon (Benton) 

Blood River (Region 1): 2007 term - Mark 
Lilly .(Gilbertsville) 

Blood River (Region 1): 2005 unx term 
- Brad Hall (Benton) 

Boone's Creek (Region 6): 2007 term - Gary 
Ralls (Mt. Sterling) 

Caldwell-Lyon (Region 1): 2007 term -Tom 
Hughes {Princeton) 

Casey County (Region 7): 2007 term - Jim 
Lynn (Liberty) 

Central (Region 7): 2007 term - J. W. 
Hatfield, Jr. (Willisburg) 

Christian County (Region 2): 2007 term 
- Ron Hicks (Hopkinsville) 

Crittenden (Region SI: 2007 term - Steve 
Rice (Williamstown) 

Daviess~cLean (Region 2): 2007 term 
- Gary Shoeldey (Livermore) 

Daviess/McLean (Region 21: 2007 term 
- Grant Burton (Utica) 

East Lynn (Region 71: 2005 unx term 
- Robert Batcher (Campbellsville} 

Elkhorn (Region 61: 2007 term - Helen 
Brown (Lexington) 

Elkhorn (Region 61: 2007 term - Bill 
Henard (Lexington) 

Franklin (Region SI: 2007 term - Susan 
Hutcherson (Frankfort) 

Graves County (Region 11: 2007 term - Mel 
Mason (Paducah) 

Grayson County (Region 31: 2007 term 
- Norman Cubbage (Leitchfield) 

Green Valley (Region 21: 2007 term 
- Russell Hibbs (Henderson) 

Greenup (Region 81: 2007 term - Jim 
Nichols (Ashland) 

Greenup (Region 81: 2007 term - Ronnie 
Mays (Ashland) 

Henry County (Region SI: 2005 unx term 
- David Brown (Campbellsburg) 

Laurel River (Region 8): 2007 term - Doug 
Horsfield (London) 

Liberty (Region 7): 2006 unx term - Tony 
Cecil (Glasgow) 

Lincoln County (Region 71: 2007 term 
- Gary King (Waynesburg) 

Little Bethel (Region 2): 2007 term - Steve 
Rutherford (Nortonville) 

Little Bethel (Region 2): 2006 unx term 
- Bobby Sellers (Earlington) 

Long Run (Region 4): 2007 term - Larry 
Mucker (Louisville) 

Long Run (Region 4): 2007 term - Doug 
Strader (Louisville) 

Long Run (Region 4): 2007 term - Mary Lou 
Crutcher (Louisville) 

Long Run (Region 4): 2007 term - Tom 
Curry (Louisville) 

Long Run (Region 4): 2007 term - John 
Kruschwitz (Louisville) 

Long Run (Region 4): 2007 term - Bill 
Shoulta (Louisville) 

McCreary (Region 71: 2007 term - George 
Wilson (Whitley City) 

Monroe (Region 7): 2007 term -Ty Clenney 
_ (Scottsville) 
Nelson (Region 3): 2007 term - Terry Leap 

(Mt Washington) 
Nelson (Region 3): 2005 unx term - Angie 

Case (Bardstown) . 
Northern Kentucky (Region SI: 2007 term 

- Richard Collins (Morning View) 
Northern Kentucky (Region S): 2007 term 

- Mike Jones (Union) 
Ohio County (Region 2): 2007 term - Tom 

Shelton (Hartford) 
OWen County (Region 2): 2007 term - ·Doug 

Ball (Worthville) 
Pulaski (Region 7): 2007 term - David Evans 

(Somerset) 
Pulaski (Region 7): 2007 term - Jammie 

Vance (Somerset) 
Severns Valley (Region 3): 2005 unx term 

- Craig Perkins (Hodgenville) 
Severns Valley (Region 3): 2007 term - Billy 

Compton (Elizabethtown) 
Severns Valley (Region 3): 2007 ter:m - Scott 

Kerr (Elizabethtown) 
South Union/Mt. Zion (Region 7): 2007 term 

- Joe Samples (Corbin) 
Sulphur Fork (Region 5): 2007 term - Bill 

Ellis (Crestwood} 
Taylor County (Region 71: 2007 term - David 

Gaddie (Campbellsville) 
Three Forks (Region 8): 2007 term - Bill 

Combs (Hazard) 
Upper Cumberland (Region 8): 2007 term 

- Arvil Steele (Evarts) 
Warren (Region 3): 2007 term - Bill Steele 

(Bowling Green) 
Warren (Region 3): 2007 term - Freddie 

Brown (Bowling Green) 
West Kentucky (Region 1): 2007 term 

- Howard Kitter (Clinton) 
West Union (Region 1): 2007 term - Mark 

Bond (LaCenter) 

Preacher of 2005 Annual Sermon: Bill 
Henard (Lexington) 

Alternate: Steve Ayers (Bowling Green) 

Recommended by Committee 
on Nominations: 

Committee Members: Terry Wilder 
(Chairperson}, Darren Gaddis (Vice­
Chairperson), Harlan Avera, Jon Bishop, 
Steve Boyd, Sue Carlin, David Cheek, 
Dorothy Crace, Bob Defoor, Kenneth Dick, 
Geneva Faw, Kevin Hash. Carol Hatley, 
Riel< Lucas, Bob Martin, Bob Norman, 
Linda Barnes Popham, Ronnie Raines, 
Aaron Reed, Charlie Simmons,.Bob Swift. 
and Jerry Tooley. 

Ex Officio Members: Executive Director, Bill 
Mackey and Convention President, Gene 
Siler 

2004 Report of the KBC Committee on Committees 
Region 2: Gary Shockley (Livermore) and 

Lou Anne Baker (Hopkinsville) 
Region 3: Joe Causey (Bowling Green) 
Region 4: Chris Kihn (Louisville) and Chip 

Pendleton (Louisville) 
Region 5: Troy Dobbs (Crestwood) 
Region 6: Bill Henard (Lexington) and Riel< 

Hatley (Winchester) 
Region 7: Donna Colgrove (Williamsburg) 

and Larry Noe (Campbellsville) 
Region 8: John Ramsey (Wellington) 

• Committee on Public Affairs - 200s 
unexpired term - Todd Gray (Louisville) ; 
2007 terms - Wayne Spivey (Cynthiana), 
William Blal<eman (Winchester), and 
Paul Badgett (Pikeville) 

• Committee on Order of Business - 2007 
terms - Linda Polley (Elizabethtown) and 
Mary Buck (Hawesville) 

• Committee on Resolutions - 2005 
unexpired term - James Jones 
(Campbellsville); 2006 terms - Greg 
Faulls (Owensboro) and Dan Summerlin 
(Paducah} 

Persons to Report - 200S 

• Cooperative Program: Dan Ferguson 
(Hopkinsville); Alternate - Art Beasley 
(Winchester) 

• International Mission Board: Larry Bal<er 
(Hopkinsville) 

• North American Mission Board: Peggy 
Ballou (Corbin) 

• Obituaries: Jim McKinley (Louisville); 
Alternate - Charles Stewart (Ashland) 

Recommended by Committee 
on Committees: 

Committee Members: Ed Erwin (Chairperson), 
Tommy Purvis (Vice-Chairperson), Billy 
Compton, Dan Ferguson, Ric Frazier, 
Harry Hunter, Steve Hussung, Peggy 
Snowden, and Lester Watson 

Ex Officio Members: Executive Director - Bill 
Mackey and Convention President - Gene 
Siler 

• 

• 
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Judge Siler expands family lega~y of KBC leadershjp 
By Trennis Henderson 
Editor 

Louisville- When Judge Eugene 
Siler concludes his term this week 
as Kentucky Baptist Convention 
president, he also will complete a 
major chapter in his family's legacy 
of state convention leadership. 

Only five laymen have held the 
state convention's top elected posi­
tion during i_ts 167-year history, ac­
cording to KBC Executive Director 
Bill Mackey. Three of those five are 
Siler, his father and his grandfather. 

A.T. Siler was moderator of the 
General Association of Baptists in 
Kentucky, the former name of the 
KBC, in 1943-45. His son, Eugene 
Siler Sr., served as moderator in 
1952-54. 

In his role as KBC president, Siler 
"has brought a historic legacy of sup­
port and involvement in Kentucky 
Baptist Convention life," Mackey 
noted. 

Siler's involvement as "a layman 
and active churchman" also are sig­
nificant strengths, he added. 

"Judge Siler understands the 
diversity that is represented in the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention," 
Mackey said. "I think he has done 
his best to represent all Ken­
tucky Baptists." 

"An honor to serve" 
Reflecting on his oppor­

tunity to serve as KBC presi­
dent, Siler said, "It's been 
an honor to serve in this 
capacity. I'm sure it would 
have pleased my father and 

5
.
1 , er 

grandfather." 
Rather than dwelling on history, 

however, Siler prefers to point to 
the state convention's future-espe­
cially the KBC's "Kentucky Baptists 
Connect" emphasis that will be 
launched at this week's annual 
meeting in Louisville. 
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Major goals in the five-year 
evangelistic emphasis include chal­
lenging Kentucky Baptists to baptize 
125,000 people, launch 75 churches 
and start 500 Bible study units by 
2010. 

"This Kentucky Baptists Connect 
emphasis is going to be a 
great program," Siler noted. 
'Tm pleased with how it has 
started out and I'm sure it's 
going to be a big success." 

Siler, who has served as 
a federal judge since 1975, 
was appointed to the 6th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
by former President George 
H.W. Bush. Prior to becom­

ing a judge, he served six years as a 
U.S. attorney in Eastern Kentucky. 

In addition to his judicial career, 
Siler is a deacon, Sunday school 
teacher and trustee at First Baptist 
Church of Williamsburg. He also is 
board chairman of Baptist Health­
care System and a trustee of Baptist 
Seminary of Kentucky as well as a 
former member of the KBC Mission 
Board and former chairman of Cum­
berland College's board of trustees. 

A graduate of Vanderbilt Univer­
sity in Nashville and the University 
of Virginia in Charlottesville, Siler 
also has served two terms as KBC 
first vice president. 

Representing the laity 
Citing his election last year as 

president, Siler said, "I w;:is not elect-

GuideStone 
NEXT RIGHT , 

ed because I was the best speaker or 
had the best spiritual background, 
but because I am representative of 
the laity. 

"Although the ministry is the 
highest calling, God may call people 
to be in the laity," he added. "They 
may be able to reach some people 
that pastors cannot." 

As a result, he noted, "we've 
got to get the laypeople involved 
in the KBC as well as in their local 
churches." 

"There are so _many people who 
need to be reached" with the gospel, 
he emphasized, citing a particular 
burden for immigrants, the poor 
and other people in need across the 
commonwealth. "We're trying to en­
able churches to get to people who 
are not going to church." 

Affirming "a good sense .of coop­
eration and good feelings toward 
the goals of the KBC" among Bap­
tist leaders throughout the state, 
Siler said, "I think one of our great 
strengths is that we have been able 
to all work together and not be fac­
tionalized like so many conventions 
have been." 

He said he hopes participants 
who attend this week's annual meet­
ing "will take away the feeling that 
Kentucky Baptists Connect is going 
to be a great success." 

Even more importantly, he add­
ed, "I hope they will do everything 
to effect the goals and work with the 
Holy Spirit to do so." 
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"Judge Siler 
understands the 
diversity that is 
represented in the 
Kentucky Baptist 
Conve"tion." 
KBC Executive Director 
Bill Mackey 
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House visits are 
cross-cultural 
experience 

Cross Over volunteers share faith before convent.ion 
Louisville-House­

to-house visits were a 
cross-cultural event for 
many participants in 
Saturday's Cross Over 
Louisville activities. 

In southern 
Louisville, seminary 
students, Hispanics, 
African-Americans and 
Anglos visited local 
apartments to conduct 
community needs 
surveys. 

The surveys asked 
residents what needs 
exist locally, what 
services churches 
should provide and 
whether a church 
representative can visit 
later. Surveyors also 
distributed Christian 
videos and tracts. 

Jesus Pacheco, a 
regional missionary 
for Hispanic ministry, 
divided the group into 
teams of three, placing 
someone who spoke 
Spanish in every group. 

The apartments 
they visited in had a 
broad mix of cultures. 
Approximately half 
of the residents were 
Hispanic, Pacheco said, 
but other residents 
were Albanian, Asian 
and other nationalities. 

"It's a cross-cultural 
experience for my 
folks, too," he noted. 

Eric Fields, pastor 
of nearby Hazelwood 
Baptist Church, took 
part to learn more 
about the rapid 
cultural changes in the 
neighborhood. "We've 
got to change with 
it and learn how to 
minister to this part of 
the community." 

Many residents 
cited a need for more 
attention to safety 
issues, said Alan 
Witham, a regional 
church development 
strategist for the 
Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. "We've 
had a lot of people 
talk about police 
protection." 

Von Shobe, a 
member of Antioch 
Baptist Church in 
Louisville, worked 
with Fields to yisit 30 
apartments. Afterward, 
the two talked about 
returning to that 
complex and building 
a presence so local 
residents would feel 
they could trust local 
Baptist churches. 

"One time is not 
enough," Shobe said. 
"There's a lot of fear 
and distrust in this 
community because 
there's so many 
cultures." 

Continued from page 1 
Dan Garland, leader of the Ken­

tucky Baptist Convention's church 
development/evangelism team, 
noted that "working in the down­
town Louisville area has been a 
tremendous blessing for us." 

"We've been able to share the 
gospel and see people come to 
Christ," he said. "Hopefully, we've 
demonstrated what following 
Christ means in working together 
across ethnic, social and cultural 
lines." 

The annual ministry emphasis, 
coordinated by the KBC church 
·development/evangelism team, was 
co-sponsored by the Louisville-area 
Long Run Baptist Association in co­
operation with local churches and 
related ministries. 

A four-day servant evangelism 
effort in Louisville's Shelby Park 
area focused on winterization and • 
minor home repairs for families 
with limited incomes. 

Jason Lee, a church planter with 
the Southern Baptist North Ameri­
can Mission Board and student 
at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, coordinated the · repair 
projects through Immanuel Baptist 
Church. 

"I think it will have a great im­
pact as we try to take the gospel to 
the community," Lee noted. He said 
efforts to "feed the hungry, clothe 
the poor and put plastic over win­
dows gives us credibility to share 
the gospel verbally . ... We're trying 
to minister to the whole person." 

Expressing Christ's love 
Todd Robertson, Long Run 

Association's missions strategist, 
described the repair projects as "a 
very simple, basic expression of the 
love of Christ." 

"Any time we can relieve physi­
cal needs of somebody, it gives 
them a better opportunity to 
consider their spiritual needs," he 
pointed out. "In general, love is a 
pretty practical thing." 

Fred Johnson, associate minis­
ter at St. Paul Missionary Baptist 
Church, worked alongside Robert­
son and other volunteers. 

FOOD & FELLOWSHIP'Lizzi-beth Spence, 
KBC collegiate ministry specialist, serves 
a hot dog to Stuart Jackson, 9, at the 
Baptist Fellowship Center in Louisville's 
West End. Jackson was among dozens 
of area youngsters who participated in a 
3-on-3 basketball tournament as part of 
Cross Over Metro Louisville. 

TOURNEY TIME Youth from neighbor­
hoods in Louisville's West End competed 
in a 3-on-3 basketball tournament Nov. 
12 as part of Cross Over Louisville's 
community , outreach efforts. The 
tournament was co-sponsored by Long 
Run Baptist Association and the Baptist 
Fellowship Center. 

KNOCK KNOCK Debby Duda (front center), worship leader for Shepherd's Way 
Community Church in Rineyville, her daughter (left) and Johana Figueroa (right), 
a member of New Jerusalem Baptist Church at Iglesia Bautista Nueva Jerusalem, 
conduct a needs assessment survey with an Albanian family in southern Louisville. 
The surveys ask what needs local churches could meet and whether a local church 
representative can visit later. 

he said. "It will give some guidance 
on ways we can reach out in the 
future ." 

In addition to Cross Over's im­
mediate impact, Garland said one 
of his goals is to "get churched 
people out into the communities" 
throughout the commonwealth. 

Cross Over projects "are break­
ing down some of those long-held 
concepts of whites and blacks not 
working together," he said. "It's 
good that we as Christians put the 
Kingdom of God first rather than 
the differences that divide us." 

Crossing racial and cultural bar­
riers also was evident at the 3-on-3 
basketball tournament held Satur­
day in cooperation with the Baptist 
Fellowship Center in Louisville's 
West End. 

Citing a rash of recent violence 
in the area, Matt Smyzer, the 
center's executive director, said 
his ministry often reaches out to 
people who are "helpless, homeless 
and hapless ." 

Affirming Cross Over's positive 
impact on African-American youth 
in the neighborhood, he added, 
"You have blacks, whites, people 
from all across the state who came 
together to impact a community in 
a very positive way." 

The tournament, held in Maupin 
Elementary School's gym, featured . 
a carnival atmosphere with hot 
dogs for participants; a volunteer 
making balloon sculptures; and 
off-duty police officers involved in 
Shield of Faith, a Christian police 
officers association, mingling with 
the teens and children. 

Positive role models 
"We just want to be here so peo­

ple can put a face with a uniform 
and know that we are people too," 
explained police Sgt. Donnie Cham­
bers, a member of Corinth Baptist 
Church in McQuady. 

"The kids are being lost to the 
streets. The role models aren't 
there," he said. "When we can reach 
them at this age and let them know 
that Jesus is the perfect role model, 
things will be a whole lot better for 
them." 

Gary Rose, youth minister at 
Sherman Baptist Church in North­
ern Kentucky, brought a group of20 
youth to serve at Cross Over. 

Noting this is the third year his 
youth group has participated in 
Cross Over, Rose said it provides "an 
opportunity for our kids to serve 
and minister to others." 

The teen volunteers "learn that 
• it's not about them," he added. "It's 

about others and about what God is 
going to do with us this weekend." 

Making a difference 
Wesley Pitts, executive director 

of Long Run Association, agrees 
that Cross Over can help make a 
significant difference in ministry 
efforts throughout the region. 

"It helps the whole· state focus 
in on some of the unique ministry 
opportunities here in Louisville," 

"When we think of missions, we 
often think of someplace far away," 
he noted. "But the truth 1.s that mis­
sions is right here under our nose. 
In some case, it's just a few miles or 
a few blocks away. 

"Hopefully, what people do in 
Cross Over, they will do in their 
own communities and not just do 
it once a year at Cross Over." 

FOR THE TRUTH · fOR THE CHURCH . FOR THE WORLD 
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Kentucky Baptists Partner With Brazilian Baptists 
--------- By Robert Hadley 
LOUISVILLE - Did you know that Brazil, population 168 
million, is one of the least evangelized South American 
countries? Its northern state of Piaui has Baptist churches in 
only 140 of 223 counties. Eleven states are evangelized at 
less than 1 percent, and the primary religion is a mixture of 
Roman Catholicism and indigenous pagan religions. 

That's why the Kentucky Baptist Convention has partnered 
with the 52-church Piaui Baptist Convention to send 
missionaries from Kentucky to help spread the gospel. 

After a strategy session with Scott Pittman, a missionary in 
Teresina, Brazil, KBC Partnerships Missions Director Ross 
Bauscher felt God was leading him to explore developing 
a program in Brazil. 

"I just knew right off that this was where we were supposed 
to be," Bauscher said. "I told Scott I would be willing to do 
five to six projects with him with the understanding we'd move 
forward as the Holy Spirit leads into a full-blown partnership." 

At its May 2004 meeting, the KBC Mission Board approved 
a new partnership with Baptists in Brazil. The goal of the 
partnership is to assist Brazilian Baptists with planting 30 
new churches and strengthening 52 existing churches 
through leadership training, evangelism, construction 
missions and meeting needs for medical care. 

The new partnership will officially begin in 2005 and 
continue through 2008 although preliminary project 
trips have already begun. 

Celebrating its 100th anniversary this year, the Piaui Baptist 
Convention in Brazil is planning in the next three years to 
plant 20 new churches; train 200 new pastors, lay leaders 
and church planters; and disciple 900 new believers 
through follow-up programs, Bauscher said. 

Other plans include open-air evangelism, presentations of 
the "Jesus" film, revivals, evangelistic Bible studies and 
training in personal evangelism. 

"We're hoping to present the gospel to 100,000 (people) in 
three years," Bauscher said. He hopes the effort will yield a 
sizeable number of decisions to follow Jesus Christ. 

Developing a Fervor for Missions 
James E. Castlen, director of mission for Three Forks 
Baptist Association in eastern Kentucky, has joined the KBC 
in putting together teams to go on missionary trips to Brazil. 
Castlen, a missions trip veteran, previously taught missions 
at Clear Creek Baptist Bible College in Pineville and joined 
Three Forks with a desire to be a catalyst for mission 
involvement and participation. 

"Missions is in our blood," he said. "It fits in with our sense 
of vision and purpose." 

Before he joined Three Forks, mission trips were rare. 
Individual pastors from the association's 43 churches had 
been on trips to Tanzania, Romania and the Ukraine, but lay 
involvement was virtually nonexistent. 

As a missions director for an association that hasn't spon­
sored overseas missions trips in years - if ever - Castlen 
has the daunting task of motivating the association's 3,000 
members for the task as well as fund-raising for the trips. 

Castlen led a IO-person trip to Teresina, Brazil earlier this 
year that lasted from June 29 through July 9 and included 
members ranging in age from 24 to 67. It was the first 
overseas missions trip for half the team, which included 
three pastors. Castlen expects the group will become 
enthusiastic missions supporters. 

"Once people have been overseas, they do the selling," he 
said. "The spirit is caught, not taught." 

This principle applies to fund­
raising as well, Castlen said. 
For the summer trip to Brazil, 
one of the Three Forks churches paid for two women. 
Already, the association has budgeted $3,000 for 
trips next year. 

'Tm a firm believer that as God leads endeavors like this, 
it will strengthen the overall stewardship on the home 
front," he said. 

Smooth Sailing 
The trip went surprisingly smoothly. A typical day began 
with breakfast and group devotions. The teams then split up 
in the morning, with the women off to vacation Bible school 
and the men conducting door-to-door witnessing vtsits. After 
lunch, both the men and women continued house-to-house 
witnessing. Some days included presenting the gospel with 
the "Evange-cube," a Rubik's cube-styled block showing 
scenes from Jesus' life. 

Castlen said the population is mostly receptive to the gospel 
because they view the world in terms of moral absolutes, 
unlike the relativism that affects their American counterparts. 

Sherry Allen, who went with a different team, Aug. 2-13, 
agreed. 

"We have everything at our fingertips (in America)," Allen 
said. "We're able to superficially satisfy every need. People 
in Brazil are searching for just those basic needs to be met, 
and wanting to know if this is all there is." 

More than 50 people decided to become Christians during 
home or church services during his trip, says Castlen, 
and another 25 made decisions during brief, on-the-street 
presentations. 

Farrell Isenberg, pastor of Crosspointe Baptist Church in 
Owensboro, Ky., attended the August trip with Allen's group. 
Though he had done some short-term missions trips in the 
United States, this was his first overseas trip. During one 
door-to-door visit, a woman admitted she had been 
praying for someone to come to her and 
explain the gospel. 

"It puts you on a spiritual high, just 
being a part of leading someone to 
the Lord," Isenberg said. "The most 
exciting thing about the trip was 
going from house to house and 
seeing those people eager to 
receive Jesus." 

Castlen hopes to have enough 
volunteers for three teams next 
year - one for direct evangelism, 
one for medical work and another 
for construction. 

"My problem," he said, "is I'll have to 
decide which one I want to go with." 



Bivocational Pastor Key To Partnership MissionS syMelindaRainer 

MEXICO, Ky. - It took a trip to 
the other side of the world for 
Joe Baker to embrace his call 
as a bivocational pastor. Now 
Baker is encouraging other bi­
vocational pastors to consider 
partnership missions as part 
of their calling. 

Baker, who is pastor of Sulphur 
Springs Baptist Church in 
Mexico, Ky. and owns his own 
constmction business, experi­
enced his call to ministry during 
a 1994 missions trip to Russia. Baker says he knew he was 
supposed to be a bivocational pastor, but avoided taking the 
steps to make it happen. 

"God took me 10,000 miles away and got me out of my 
comfort zone and away from all my excuses. He took me to 
school and reaffirmed my call to be a pastor," said Baker. "I 
went to Russia with the intentions of doing carpentry work 
and helping the Russian people and little did I know God 
was teaching me how to work with people." 

Because his church is supportive of his mission work and 
he is self-employed, Baker can usually schedule time for 

one mission trip a year. Baker has now made five trips 
to Russia as well as trips to Poland, Mexico and 
Germany. 

"The Lord has commanded me to go through the Great 
Commission," he said. "I don't think that was supposed 
to end at county lines or city limits. After being overseas 
the first time, I saw the tremendous need." 

Baker said bivocational pastors might also be uniquely 
qualified to meet those needs. 

He said bivocational pastors from the United States can 
be a tremendous encouragement to national pastors, 
most of whom are also bivocational. Seeing the chal­

lenges their counterparts face in other parts of the world is 
also an encouragement to American bivocational pastors. 

"Maybe it's not as hard on us as we think it is," Baker said. 

Also, bivocational pastors may bring job skills to the table 
that other pastors in different settings might not possess. 

Calvin Wilkins, partnership missions consultant for the KBC, 
said Baker's skills have been a great asset to the missions 
teams he has joined. 

"He is a very valuable volunteer to our project. He not only 
is able to work with his hands and knows construction 

work, but he is also 
a gifted preacher," 
Wilkins said. 

Wilkins says many 
bivocational pastors 
like Baker hesitate 
to explore partner­
ship missions 
opportunities 
because they find it 
difficult to get time 
off from their secu­
lar jobs, while others struggle with finances. 

But according to Wilkins, finances need not be a barrier to 
missions involvement. The KBC Partnership Missions office 
can offer financial assistance to a bivocational pastor willing 
to serve as a team leader for a project. The office will also 
send letters to churches asking them to assist their pastor in 
a mission opportunity or seek out funds in the associational 
budget to enable pastors to go on these trips. 

Baker has learned that going where God wants him to serve 
is what matters. "It's hard for me to comprehend every 
time an opportunity comes around that God wants to use 
somebody like me." 

College Students Are Big Asset To Partnership Missions By Jessica Perkins 

OWENSBORO - The first few days of summer break found 
11 Owensboro-area college students thousands of miles 
away from home at a housing project in Wroclaw, Poland. 
Instead of picking up a summer class or two, taking a vaca­
tion or working a summer job, the students chose to kick 
off their summer with a 14-day mission trip organized 
through the Partnership Missions Department of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

The students were to teach conversational English to high 
school students and lead a children's ministry in coopera­
tion with the Second Baptist Church of Wroclaw. 

But the students' hopes of an exciting adventure were nearly 
dashed when the housing project turned out to be one of 
the dreariest, darkest places they had ever seen. They had 
heard rumors that the neighborhood was dangerous, and 
they were not sure how they would be received. 

The anxiety and fear quickly diminished, however, as the 
group was met with the elated voices of little girls who ran 
up to greet them. The girls were excited at the coming of 
these foreigners and warmly wrapped their arms in enthusi­
astic hugs around the students' legs. 

"The children were so hungry for love. It was 
amazing to have a week with them and be able 

to share the love they were longing for 
through sharing the love of Christ," said 

Laura Vincent, a student on the team 
and recent graduate of Kentucky 

Wesleyan College. 

The team spent time playing 
games with the children and 
sharing Bible stories. Parents 
and grandparents began flocking 
to their meetings to hear these 
stories. In two weeks, eight pro­

fessions of faith were made. 
Months later, a group of 20 

teenagers continue to meet on a regu­
lar basis, learning about Christ and how 

to serve others through creative ministries 

such as music and interpretive movement. 

This partnership missions trip - and others like it -
changed lives on both sides of the Atlantic. 

"Partnership missions gives students the advantage of feeling 
like they are a part of a whole - the cooperative Baptist 
effort. They are able to be a part of the big picture and work 
with other students across the state," says Cindy Pelphrey, 
who led the trip. "Faith is heart and soul, but it must be 
acted upon." 

Pelphrey, a 30-year veteran of campus ministry who current­
ly serves as campus minister for Kentucky Wesleyan College, 
Brescia University and a number of community colleges in 
Western Kentucky, is passionate about educating college stu­
dents about Partnership Missions opportunities. 

"Missions is my passion and young people are right in there 
alongside," said Pelphrey. "I want college students to under­
stand their purpose and to be educated on missions." 

Through the work of the Partnership Missions Department, 
Kentucky Baptists have the opportunity to serve alongside 
career missionaries in a number of partnership areas, 
including New England, Europe and Brazil. 

Vincent served on a number of Partnership Missions teams 
throughout her college years. She now works as an intern 
at the campus ministry office at the college and is able 
to encourage other students to participate in ministry 
opportunities. 

Convincing college students to go on Partnership Missions 
trips is not a tough sell, she said. They are excited about 
new learning experiences and are willing to be flexible with 
their time and money in order to serve. 

"It was a life changing experience. Money was an issue for 
me and it was my first time to fly, but God provided for me 
and protected me. If it's His will for you to go, he will defi­
nitely provide," said Amber Davis, a sophomore at Brescia 
University. 

College students are tremendous assets to Partnership 
Missions projects, says Pelphrey. 

"They bring energy and physical strength to the team. Our 
team of students would be on the go for 15 hours a day and 
never wanted to stop - never complained. They are excited 
about where they are, as they try to understand what a daily 
walk with God is like," said Pelphrey. 

Vincent said churches and associations should support cam­
pus ministries, and support college students who want to be 
involved in Partnership Missions. 

"By churches supporting and sending students on mission 
trips through the partnership missions program they are giv­
ing students experiences that they will carry with them for 
the rest of their lives," said Vincent. "They will bring back 
those experiences to their communities." 

Davis agrees. 

"The trip encouraged me to get involved in things locally. It's 
given me an opportunity to share Christ with the students on 
campus," added Davis. 
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Partnership_s _____ _ 

Kentucky Baptists 
have an opportu­
nity to assist in a 
number of impor­
tant projects 
designed to fur­
ther the cause of 

International Baptist 
Convention Partnership 
The Kentucky Baptist Convention 
is involved in an exciting partner­
ship with the International Baptist 
Convention, a fellowship of 65 
English language churches and 
missions scattered across Europe 
and the Middle East. Kentucky 
Baptist volunteers, through 

New England 
Partnership 
Since 1996, 
Kentucky Baptists 
have partnere~ with New England 
Baptists in Maine, Vermont, 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, and Massachusetts. 
The six states together are just 
over half again as large as 
Kentucky, with a total population 
of more than 13 million. With 

Christ in the largest nation in 
South America. From working 
with children in pre-school edu­
cation to participating in an evan­
gelistic mission to thousands of 
fishermen who operate along the 
largest open sea delta in the hemi­
sphere, there is a place for you! 

a wide variety of partnership 
projects, can play a vital role in 
helping these churches grow and 
minister to the people in their 
communities. 

199 churches in the convention, 
that translates to one congrega­
tion for every 65,000 people, 
more than 75 percent of whom 
do not know Christ. The harvest 
is waiting, and Kentucky Baptists 
have an invitation to help. Does 
God have a place for you in New 
England? 

OtherProje_c_ts ______ _ 
Malta 
How would you like to follow in 
the footsteps of the Apostle Paul by 
sharing the Good News on the 
Mediterranean island nation of 

...._ ___ _. Malta? Acts 28 describes how the 
Apostle Paul was shipwrecked on the island of 
Malta (located just south of Italy and Sicily) on his 
way to Rome. Kentucky Baptists have an opportunity 
to follow in his footsteps by sharing the Gospel 
there today. Teams are needed for children's out­
reach and prayer. 

See For Yourself! 
Call (888) 254-5724 toll free in 

Kentucky to request your free copy of: 

Kentucky Baptists Touching the World· Europe 
Kentucky Baptists Touching the World: Brazil 

Kentucky Baptisrs 
1imching the Wi:>rld 

EUROPE 

Be an intercessor for the Kentucky Baptist partnerships! 

Poland 
Though Polish 
Baptists number 
only 4,300 
members in 72 
churches, they 
have a bold 
vision, and Kentucky Baptists can be part of it! 
From prayer walks to youth camps to teaching 
English, Kentucky Baptists have dozens of great 
opportunities in 2005 to encourage Polish Baptists 
and share the Good News. 

Volunteer Requirements 
To be a partnership missions volunteer, you must: 
• Be a member of a Southern Baptist church. 
• Demonstrate Christian values and conduct, including 

abstaining from the use of tobacco and alcohol. 
• Be able to share your faith verbally. 
• Be physically able to perform the duties of your project, 

including walking reasonable distances and carrying 
your own baggage. 

• Be between the ages of 16 and 69 if participating in an 
international trip. If you are older than 69, you must 
have medical clearance from you physician. 

• Be flexible! Situations and assignments can change 
without notice. 

• Apply to be a Partnership Missions volunteer. You can 
download the simple, two-page application now at www. 
kybaptist.org/partnership or call (888) 254-5724 toll free 
in Kentucky to request an application by mail or fax. 

• Participate in a Partnership Missions orientation 
scheduled by the Partnership Missions office. 

We are seeking individuals, Sunday School classes, mission 
groups, churches and associations who will commit to pray­
ing faithfully for the countries, projects and participants 
involved in our partnerships. If you commit now to inter­
ceding regularly for partnerships, we'll send you regular 
mail or e-mail updates. Want to be a part of Operation 
Bended Knee? Go to www.kybaptist.org/partnership for 
details or call (888) 254-5724 toll free in Kentucky. 

Partnership Missions Orientations 
March 5, April 16, May 21, June 11, July 23 and August 13 

~«BC 
KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION 

Partnership Missions 
(502) 244-6462 or 
Toll Free 888-254-5724 
Email: partnership@kybaptist.org 

This publication is ~ 
made possible by f r;...~;;~T~ 
the Cooperative ..J ~ -~OOPERATIVE 

Program. --a I/ PROGRAM 

www.kybaptist.org/partnership 
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Chri~ti~n We>m~n in Mini~tey 
~t~t~ L~~d~r~hip t'e>rum 

All Christian women in ministry - from missionaries to Sunday school 
teachers to stay-at-home moms - are encouraged to attend ' -_ cost 

Jennifer Keitt 

this day of encouragement, equipping, and networking . 

Saturday, November 20, 2004 
9:30 am - 3:00 pm 

Kentucky Baptist Convention 
10701 Shelbyville Road, Louisville 
Two workshops included! 

is 
only 

S15! \ 
1,, 

~TIVE 
~YPROGRAM 

•Promoting Your Ministry (speaking tips, compiling a portfolio, etc.) 
•Understanding Your Personality and Leadership Style 

Register at the KBC Annual Meeting on November 16-17 ! 
To register at the Kentucky Baptist Convention Annual Meeting, visit the 

Leadership Development booth in the display area at St. Matthews 
Founder & President . Baptist Church. You may also register the day of the forum at the 

Todays Woman ~KBC door, butlunches will be sold on a first-come, 
~ first-served basis. For more information, call 

Radio & TV Show - • . 
KENTIJCl<YBAl'TISTCONVE/fflON 888.254.5704 / 502.245,.4101, ext. 250 or 232. 

Light breakfast and lunch provided. Sorry, tickets are transferable but non-refundable. 

Come visit our KBC annual meeting 
booth and see how we help Kentucky 
Baptists 'connect' ffiffiRN'RECOimER 
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Disaster relief looking to add 
more equipment to its ministry 
Continued from page 1 

Koch said that after an eventful autumn, however, 
Kentucky Baptist disaster relief units now are seeking to 
expand their ministry with new equipment and more 
volunteers. 

Disaster relief ministry leaders hope to add a mobile 
shower unit and safety gear for chainsaw operators to their 
arsenal of tools, Koch said. Churches and associations are 
being invited to consider sponsoring the equipment. 

Volunteers primarily would use the mob1le shower 
unit-showers , water tanks and heaters housed in trailers 
that can be hauled behind pick-up trucks. Volunteers usu­
ally are housed in local churches, many of which don't 
have shower facilities. The mobile shower unit also could 
include a washer and dryer. 

The shower unit also would be available to other Bap­
tist Men on Mission groups, including Kentucky Changers 
and Baptist Builders, as well as to victims of disasters. 

Koth also is seeking to add two full sets of safety gear, 
including helmets and specially designed chaps, to the 
seven disaster relief equipment trailers across the state. 
The safety gear will protect volunteers from injuries as 
they use chainsaws to clear fallen tree limbs and other 
debris. 

The total cost for the shower unit will be approximately 
$18,000, while the helmets and chaps can be purchased 
for $33 per set. 

Koch said the increased visibility brought on by the 
Kentucky units' response to hurricane relief efforts in 
Florida and Alabama has resulted in numerous inquiries 
from people interested in becoming trained volunteers. 
Disaster relief training is scheduled Jan. 25 at the Warren 
Baptist Association office in Bowling Green, ·and Feb. 17 at 
the Mercer Baptist Association office in Harrodsburg. 

Disaster relief volunteers are trained and organized by 
the KBC Baptist Men on Mission department. For informa­
tion call toll-free (888) 254-5720. 

C 

Contact the 

for more informatiop: 
(including CP material resources, a free 
CP Church Profile for your congregation, 

and CP Speakers Bureau requests) 

Phone: 502.254.4731 
or Toll Free: 1.888.254.5713 

Web Site: www.kybaptist.org 
E-Mail: cpmissions@kybaptist.org 
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More evangelicals link faith, psychology to fight depression 
"To imagine 
that our brains 
are affected 
phrsiologically 
by sin is a new 
concept to a lot of 
Christians." 
Scott Wigginton, 
associate professor 
of counseling at 
Campbellsville 
University 

Continued from page 1 
Taken together, along with the 

advance of Christian counseling 
and psychology in recent decades, 
the books illustrate a potential sea 
change in the way evangelicals are 
talking about depression. 

"There is an attitude in the evan­
gelical community that you can pray 
(your problem) away," said Walsh, 
who in an interview talked frankly 
about the antidepressant medica­
tion she takes regularly for clinical 
depression. 

Walsh started taking an anti­
depressant during a stay in a psy­
chiatric hospital. For months, "I 
couldn't concentrate, or sleep, or 
eat well," displaying classic warning 
signs of clinical depression. 

Before getting help, it was easy to 
ignore the obvious. 

"Christian ministry provided the 
perfect place for me to hide," Walsh 
said. • 

She . began her journey out of 
denial in 1992, when an on-air guest 
turned the tables and asked about 
her shortcomings. Walsh, then a co­
host with Robertson, cried and fled 
to her dressing room. 

"I had ,no idea what was wrong 
with me. I thought I was losing my 
mind," she said. 

Straight out of the Bible 
For some evangelicals, therapy 

can come straight out of the pas­
sages of the Bible, said psychiatrist 
Paul Meier, who heads Meier Clinics, 
which provides Christian psycho­
logiCB.l care at 26 clinics across the 
country. 

"Psychiatry is more biblical than 
churches," said Meier, pointing to 
a verse in James 5:16 admonishing 
believers to "confess your sins one 
to another." 

Meier, who says that more than 
3,000 women a week flock to his !=lin­
ics, estimates that about 20 percent 
of all evangelicals still think seeking 
help outside the church is wrong. 

That's a big drop from the 80 per­
• cent he observed in the 1970s. 

Not everyone in the evangelical 
community applauds such a shift. 

Jim Pile, pastoral care pastor at 
Grace Community Church in Sun 
Valley, Calif, argues that the Bible 
is sufficient to address issues of the 
soul. 

He's in line with his senior pas­
tor, John MacArthur, whose book, 
"Our Sufficiency in Christ," warned 
against therapeutic solutions. 

"There are spiritual principles 
that can be applied to whatever the 
issue is," Pile said. 

But every remedy isn't spiritual, 
argues Meier, citing the eating disor­
der bulimia as one example. 

"There are some disorders that 
take 10 or more years of training 
to recognize," said Meier. He said in 
those situations "most pastors are 
not very well equipped to give the 
right advice." 

In Kentucky, Scott Wigginton has 
counseled both pastors and laypeo­
ple who struggled with depression 
and anxiety. 

"What I try to help them under­
stand is that ... . the brokenness we 
deal with as a result of sin touches 
our physical self just as much as 
other parts of our self," said Wiggin­
ton, associate professor of pastoral 

OUTSPOKEN Singer Sheila Walsh speaks 
to thousands of evangelical Christians 
about her depression at "Women of Faith" 
conferences. (Women of Faith photo) 

ministries and counseling at Camp­
bellsville University. 

Kentuckians' views 
Previously, Wigginton spent 17 

years as a counselor at Walnut Street 
Baptist Church's Lifecare Counsel­
ing Center 

. "To imagine that our brains are 
affected physiologically by sin is a 
new concept to a lot of Christians," 
he said. 

''You find a lot of people who 
want to beat themselves up because 
(they think) somehow if they were 
better Christians, if they had more 
faith, if they studied their Bible 
more, if they prayed more, then they 
would not deal with this." 

Jeff Eaton, pastor of Hope Com­
munity Church in Lawrenceburg, 
said he's seen people who responded 
to spiritual answers to their depres­
sion and others who needed more. 

Though not a professional coi.m­
selor, Eaton has studied a form of 
lay counseling called "deep level 
healing" in his doctorate studies 
at Fuller Theological Seminary in 
Pasedena, Calif. • 

He cites Isaiah 61:1 ("He has sent 
me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim freedom for the captives 
and release from darkness for the 
prisoners") as his guiding verse. 

"We don't tell anybody not to 
take their medication. I can't diag­
nose. I just come at it from a totally 
ministerial level," he said, adding 
that many people suffer depression 
from believing lies about themselves 
and others. 

"I just think people are so 
wounded. I think they're beat up. 
I attribute it to the enemy. He's 
the father of lies," he said. "We do 
refer (clients) a lot. But if I sense it's 
spiritual, then we try to-through 
Scripture and prayer-handle it. And 
we do see success from it." 

Depression might seem easy to 
recognize, given that 19 million 
Americans suffer ·from it every year, 
and women suffer twice as much 
as men, according to the federal 
government's National Institute of 
Mental Health. 

BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIF.S 
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So if all churches haven't clearly 
seen the problem, others in the 
evangelical Christian community 
are paying close attention. 

Since 1999, membership in the 
American Association of Christian 
Counselors. based in Forest, Va., has 

Resources 
Books on depression 

include: 
In EVery Pew Sits a Broken 

Heart by Ruth Graham. 
more than tripled, from 15,000 ,..,, •-----..-, ,..,w_..--., The Heartache 

No One Sees by 
Sheila Walsh. 

to more than 50,000. 
"Of course you need prayer 

and Bible study, but women 
need help," said Dr. Tim Clinton, 
AACC's president. 

In 2000, the AACC began of.. 
fering "Caring for People God's 
Way," ' a certificate program 
on mental health issues that 
Clinton said has trained 60,000 
pastors, professional counselors 
and lay ministers. AACC also spon­
sors "Extraordinary Women" week­
end conferences. 

Pain "swept under rug" 
Ruth Graham's appearance at a 

recent conference drew 7,000 wom­
en. By the end of the year, AACC 
expects up to 200,000 to attend a 
conference, an increase of more 
than 50 percent since 2003°. 

"Women of Faith," featuring 
prominent Christian women as 
speakers, including Walsh, is ex­
pected to attract 365,000 women 
this year. 

"A lot of pain and hurt has been 
swept under the rug," said Clinton. 
"We know now there are physical is­
sues for depression in women-thy­
roid, hormone fluctuations. If we 
really accept that the church is a 
spiritual hospital, we can't deny 
these issues. 

"But we're not for raw psychol­
ogy," said Clinton. "We're trying to 
champion faith. 

"I think it's fine that the church 
is skeptical of therapy, but there is 
a strong God component in Chris­
tian counseling today. Our goal is 
to see the counseling movement 
go squarely into the church, and 
for the church to become a healing 

community." 

The ties We 
Believe by Chris 
Thurman. 

Unmasking 
Male Depression 
by Archibald Hart. 

Feeling Good 
by David Burns. 

Wigginton encourages people to 
look for a counselol'. who models the 
description of King David in Psalm 
78:72, "David shepherded them 
with integrity of heart; with skillful 
hands he led them." 

"When they look to Christian 
counselors, they need to make sure 
that that person both has integ­
rity of heart-a growing relationship 
with Christ-:--and also skills that can 
help them diagnose and understand 
and then move toward treating 
people," he said. 

"Too many times it is seen as 
an either or. 'Either I sell out to a 
secular model, or I find a pastor or 
counselor who says, "I will pray for 
you. Read your Bible more.""' 

With women like Walsh and 
Graham being so publicly transpar­
ent, more evangelical women are 
seeking the healing they so often 
neglected or ignored. 

"It's all about connecting with 
one another and connecting with 
God," Walsh said. "In some church­
es. if I stood up and said I had a 
brain tumor, you'd pray for me. But 
if I talk about mental illness, that 
becomes a divisive issue." 
With additional reporting by News Director 
David Winfrey 

advertisement 

DEPART JUNE 26 or JULY 24, 2005 

Canadian Rockies Tour 
Offers 'Cool' Vacation 

Join other Southern Baptists for the most "heavenly"sightseeing 
in the most pristine and beautiful countryside in North America. 

There's more than just the Canadian Rockies on this popular Your Man Tours 
vacation .. You'll spend a week in the Canadian Rockies and another week across the 
border in the American Northwest. First fly into Sioux Falls, South Dakota for a 
scenic three-day drive to Calgary, Alberta. In route you'll visit Fargo and Bismarck, 
North Dakota; then north to Saskatchewan where you'll visit the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police Academy. Your time in the Canadian Rockies will include daily 
sightseeing. Highlights include Lake Louise; Banff National Park; Hoodoos; Bow 
Falls and Cascade Gardens; a SnoCoach ride over the Columbia Ice , Fields; 
Canmore, Alberta ; Kananaskis Country; Waterton Lakes National Park and more! 
Back in the U.S. you'll visit Helena and Billings Montana; Custer's battlefield at the 
Little Big Horn; Black Hills National Forest; Wild Bill Hickock and Calamity Jane's 
Deadwood;. Mt. Rushmore and Crazy Horse National Memorial; legendary Badlands 
National Park; and more! We include round trip airfare, motor-coach transportation, 
13 nights hotel accommodations; we'll meet you upon arrival, handle your luggage, 
and take you on some of the most beautiful sightseeing with unsurpassed scenery in 
North America. Prices start at only $1548 per person, double occupancy including 
taxes and airfare from Louisville, Lexington, Covington, or Evansville. 

Family and friends are w·elcome. Space is limited. $100 deposits are due. 

For brochure, information, & reservations call 7 days a week: 

'YOUR MAN' TOURS Carefree vacations since 1967! 1-800-968-7626 
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Missed opportunity 
Why don't people include 
church in their estate plans? 

Have you ever asked: "Why did 
more of our fellow church mem­
bers who died not remember the 
church in their estate plans?" 

leadership necessary to result in 
such a gift. Remember, legacy giv­
ing is a relationship-oriented kind 
of giving, which is cultivated over 
long periods of time. 

Fifth, they understood tithing 
as something they did during 

In my experience in 
assisting individuals and 
couples in their estate 
and charitable gift plan­
ning, I have gleaned at 
least five reasons why 
church members do not 
include their church in 
their estate plans: 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 

their lifetimes, but not at 
death. 

Your Kentucky Baptist 
Foundation exists to help 
you and your church over­
come these obstacles and 
to encourage and educate 
you and your fellow mem­
bers in why and how to 
mal<e a difference in the 
world for Christ beyond 
your lifetime. 

• FOUNDATION 
- .. - ~ .. - ·.= ' 

First, they were never 
asked to do it. Of course, 
not to ask is the un­
pardonable mistake of 
church leaders, which 

Barry Allen Have you included 

results in a huge missed oppor­
tunity in the realm of financial 
stewardship for the church and 
the individual. 

Second, they lacked confidence 
in the church's ability to adminis­
ter such a gift . 

Third, they were not satis­
fied with the effectiveness of the 
church's ministry. Remember, the 
No. 1 reason people give is because 
they believe in the mission of the 
organization, and they are able to 
see how lives are being changed 
through the mission. . 

Fourth, they did not have the 
level of esteem for the church's 

your church in your estate 
plan? Has your church taken advan­
tage of the Foundation's Christian 
Estate Planning seminar? Give us a 
call to schedule this one-hour semi­
nar in your church, and to arrange 
a private consultation session with 
trust counsel Laurie Valentine. 

The seminar fits nicely into a 
Sunday or Wednesday evening ser­
vice or a consolidated adult Sunday 
school session. There is no cost for 
the seminar or the consultation. 
Barry Allen is president of the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 
PO Box 436389, Louisville, 
KY 40253; (888) 254-5101; 
www.kybaptistfoundation. org 

Merry Christmas, 
- from the children 
Make your Christmas messages 
more meaningful this year. Send 
cards designed and.written by the 
children in KBHC's care. 

Order today! All proceeds benefit 
the youth in Kentucky Baptist 

Homes for Children's care. 
Order online at www.kbhc.org 
or call us at 1-800-456-1386. 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children 
life-Changing Ministries for Children & Families 
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WFSfERNRECORDER + Your church newsletter 
Two great publications, one less post office headache 

SMILE 
Kudzu 

OL' MAN I--I05k1t--1S 
l-lAD NO ~RIEND5 
SO WE. HAD-"fROUBL.c 
LINING UP P/>.L.L 

BEARERS!. .. 

LUCkY I-IE 
WA.S RICH- · 

q, 

Church of the Covered Dish 

f SURE WISH OUR Cl-fURCf-( WAS 
MORE "SPIRITUAL!" 

Bible Crosswords 
Across 
1 To engrave with acid 
4 Common contraction 
7 Woodwind 
11 Powerful lobby in D.C. 
12 Erstwhile emerald? 
14 "_ we like sheep have 

gone astray" (Isaiah 53:6) 
15 Proximal's polar opposite 
17 Central African nation 
19 Gemstone comprising third 

foundation of wall of the New 
Jerusalem (Revelation 21) 

21 To know (Scot.) 
. 22 Spigot 
24 Salaam's beast 
25 Marble for marbles? 
29 Scold constantly 
31 " __ is finished" 

(John 19:30) 
32 Gem in second row of high 

priest's breastplate 
(Exodus 28) 

33 "I find __ fault in him" 
(John 19:4) 

34 "And on earth peace, good 
will toward __ " 
(Luke 2:14) 

· 36 Bottom of the barrel? 

WHAT DO YOU MEAN? 
DON'T YOU SEE All THE 

NDS? 

47 Return to original speed 
(music) 

49 Indian communal village 
51 Zilch 
52 Formerly known as the 

coney, in Bible times 37 "Some of them thought, 
because Judas had the 
(John 13:29) 

" 54 Row 

38 Familiar name of Brazilian 
port 

40 Geographical abbr. 
42 Gemstone comprising 

seventh foundation of wall of 
19 across 

Last week's soluJion 

© 1999 Barbour Publishing 

·55 Gem in fourth row of 32 
• across 
56 "Thou anointest my head 

with_" (Psalm_ 23:5) 
57 Cause disintegration of 

blood cells 

Down 
1 "But the __ of all things is 

at hand" (1 Peter 4:7) 
2 Practical joker 
3 Converts into cold, hard 

currency 
4 Soft mineral 
5 Linking verb 
6 To scatter or cluster 
-8 Tree found on Persian Gulf 
9 Not a spring chicken 
1 O Character actor Jack, whose 

stock-in-trade was westerns 
12 Cohort 
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Thom Tapp 

John H Thornberg 

13 Conscious self 
16 Exposure in lxtapa? 
18 "Go to the _, thou 

sluggard" (Proverbs 6:6) 
20 Covers with a hard, glossy 

surface 
23 Slender cigars 
24 Aspire to 
25 First 
26 Needlefish 
27 What to wear 
28 Printer's measure 
30 __ and Magog 

(Revelation 20) 
35 Well 
37 Young Yankee employee? 
39 Measure of resistance 
40 Sodium hydroxide 
41 One billionth (prefix) 
43 Measure of rotations (abbr.) 
44 Toy or turkey? 
45 Gemstone 
46 Light (Lat.) 
48_ear 
50 Mineral resource . 
53 Eastern seaboard state 

(abbr.) 
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Gun battle escape deepens missionaries' bond with locals 
"The kids were 
crawling on the 
ground army-style 
to stay away from 
the gunfire." 
Missionary Linda Witte 

• By Sue Sprenkle 
SBC International Mission Board 

Ka bong, Uganda (BP)-lt was an av­
erage September day for the family 
of John and Linda Witte, Southern 
Baptist missionaries in Uganda. 

The four children were playing in 
the yard, arid AK-47 rifle fire crack­
led in the distance. 

In northern Uganda, gunfire is a 
• way oflife if you live among the ever­

warring Karamojong people. 
Suddenly, a loud boom echoed 

across the desolate valley. It sounded 
like rocket fire, and it was close. 

Four Ugandan army tanks and 
a personnel carrier had rolled in to 
confront Karamojong warriors-in 
the Wittes' front yard. 

John and Linda said they never 
had felt endangered by the everyday 
fighting. But that day they were 
caught in the middle. Government 
troops fired over the house at war, 
riors on the hill behind the mission­
ary compound. 

"Bullets whizzed by," Mrs. Witte 
said. "The kids were crawling on the 
ground army-style to stay away from 
the gunfire. We could hear big blasts 
and booms off in the distance." 

John grabbed the radio and tried 
to make contact with other mis­
sionaries. He was surprised when 
the message went out clearly. In the 
remote area of their home, the radio 
often didn't work. 

After hours of gunfire, the Wittes 
finally heard a break in the fighting. 
John sent Linda, their four kids and 
two house guests from the United 
States out the back. The group fled 
the compound on foot. All the roads 
were closed. 

"When we got to a clearing by 
some big rocks and sat under the 
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TELLING THE STORY John Witte, a Southern Baptist missionary in northern Uganda, 
says Bible stories in the heart language of the Karamojong people are "really breaking 
through the darkness, as they learn God's Word and hide it in their hearts." (/MB 
photo by Sue Sprenkle) 

tree, we met up with some of our 
people from the villages," Mrs. Witte 
recounted. "When we saw each oth­
er, we all rejoiced. The women anp 
I started singing Bible s~mgs right 
there under the tree." 

Exploding rockets 
Witte had stayed behind to 

maintain radio contact with the 
plane coming to evacuate them. 
The kids stood on a boulder, watch­
ing through binoculars for their 
father. Their teenage daughter, 
Jordan, caught a glimpse of him 
running from the house with three 
Ugandans. 

Then a rocket exploded just 200 
meters from the fleeing men. 

"I thought my dad was hit," she 
said. "I kept watching, and then 
there he was. He came running out 
of the dust. He and the other men 
were OK." 

The reunited family had to walk 
to an airstrip six miles away. The 
roads were closed, and the walking 
paths were too dangerous to take. 
Their friends from the village led 
them through the bush to the cir­
cling plane. 

"In that one experience, we bond­
ed with our friends like never be­
fore," Mrs. Witte said. "Since we were 
on foot, just like them, we were hid­
ing in the bushes from the bullets. In 
fact, we were completely dependent 
on them to help us stay safe." 

·The Wittes said they·hope this 
new bond will open the door to shar­
ing the gospel-something the Kar­
amojong have resisted in the past. 

Because they deal with droi.,ght 
and famine-and war--on a daily 
basis, the Karamojong are so busy 
trying to survive that they don't 
have much time for anything else, 
Mrs. Witte said. 

Penetrating spiritual darkness 
In the past year, however, the 

Wittes say God has opened doors 
and a missionary team has been 
able to begin chronological Bible 
storytelling. 

"We had no chance of getting the 
gospel to them in our own efforts. 
It's only through prayer and the 
power of the Holy Spirit," Mrs. Witte 
said. "There is such a darlmess there. 
The Holy Spirit is the only thing that 
can penetrate. 

"But these people are beginning 
to understand. Storying the Bible is 
really breaking through the dark­
ness as they learn God's Word and 
hide it in their hearts." 

Such a breakthrough is desper­
ately needed, Witte noted. 

Of the 120,000 Dodoth people­
the Karamojong subgroup to which 
the Wittes minister-only about 500 
are evangelicals. While the New 
Testament has been translated into 
their language, the Karamojong are 
an oral people, and almost no one 
reads. The "Jesus" film, however, is 
available in their language. 

The Wittes are asking for prayers 
that the Bible storytelling groups 
will continue despite the recent un­
rest and fighting. Their children ask 
for prayer for friends left behind, 
who still are dodging bullets. 

'Change' is a good word 
Changes in Oneida's tutoring lab are 
resulting in student improvements 

Thankful for guardian angels 

By Charmaine Nichols 
Tutoring Lab Director 

"Change" is a word that brings a different 
mental image to each of us . To one, it's about 
leaving the comfort zone (or the comfort zone 
being invaded). For another, it's the only oppor­
tunity to be successful. Yet another might view 
change as a vehicle to greater productivity.Let me 
tell you about changes that occur when 
God speaks and His servants listen. 

The tutoring program began with a 
volunteer librarian helping a student 
in one corner of the library. It expand­
ed to six periods a day in a couple of 
classrooms known fondly as the "spe­
cial help department," then moved to 
a spacious building later renamed the 
"tutoring lab." 

But more than physical changes 
were taking place. Program and struc­
ture were being refined continuously to accom­
modate students who needed reading and math 
skills remediated, or just supplemental help with 
regular class work. It included locating tutors 
willing to work with an unusuaJ compassion for 
student differences. 

Now this is where you really see God at work. 
A lab tutor might stay a year, then move on to 
another position at Oneida Baptist Institute-or 
leave this ministry altogether. Another might be 
a "long-termer" like Martha Harmon, beginning 
her 19th year in_ the same place. But the need 
always is filled, in a time God chooses. 

But sometimes God does the spectacular. I'm 
thinking of Teri Phoenix, who can teach phonics 
to high school students with the gravity of phys-

ics. It works because she's a real "Barnabas" with 
an unusual compassion to treat each student's 
problem, however trivial, with concern, consol­
ing and encouraging with incredible sweetness. 
Although offered other positions on campus, 
Teri chooses to work with students having the 
severest problems, where upsets can be mollified, 
unwise decisions redirected, cheering them on in 
the smallest victory. 

• Then there's Sharon Grant, mother to a spe-
cial-needs child- who thanks God every day for 

that privilege! Because of such proximal 
experience, she innately seeks innova­
tive ways to accommodate student 
differences. Add to that her wonderful 
skill for organization plus a bubbly 
disposition on the worst day, and she's­
a natural for overseeing tutors and stu-

. dents in the high school area. She suc­
cessfully started an independent read­
ing program for tutoring lab students 
needing help only in comprehension, a 
previously unmet need. More recently, 

she introduced a math computer program to 
more effectively address our students' need for 
daily review and evaluation. 

A fourth long-termer, Karen Case, had home­
schooled their five children and also had special 
education experience before coming to OBI. It 
became apparent that her knowledge of materi­
als and methods were God-sent. It was inevitable 
that she would oversee middle school tutors and 
students. Consequently, changes in the reading 
program are having a greater impact on student 
success than ever before. 

In the tutoring lab, change is a good word. 
WF Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida 
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org 

Indiana alumnus encounters 
a frightening robbery 

After what happened April 14, 
aluID11us Greg Hodnett is "con­
vinced, more than ever, that angels 
supernaturally protect and defend 
God's children in countless and 
invisible ways." 

The 1982 graduate, who lives in 
Indianapolis, drove into 
his driveway after lunch. 
An old, red van stopped in 
front of the mailbox, Greg 
asked ifhe could help and 
offered some gas to the 
thin, young driver. Beside 
his car, closing the garage 
door, Greg heard sudden 
footsteps. The young man 
placed a semi-automatic 
pistol to the back of Greg's 
head and said, "You make 
one sound, and I'll blow your head 
off." 

He took Greg's billfold and 
forced him into the house for 
niore money. Death threats were 
repeated over and over. A strategy to 
get the man outside came to Greg 
and he told him he had money in 
the bank. The robber decided they 
would go to the ATM. 

"The voice of God was cleat in 
my heart," Greg recalled. "I decided 
I would not get into that van under 
any circumstances<'' When the rob­
ber broke eye contact getting into 
the van, Greg slammed the rear 

door closed, and ran across the 
street, yelling for help. 

A 9 mm round from 35 feet 
missed Greg's head by about 10 
inches. Greg pretended the neigh­
bor was at the door and said, "Dial 
faster! Look, there he is! Hurry!" 

The diversion worked and the 
robber hurriedly drove away. A 
high-speed police chase ensued; 

the van wrecked and the 
man started running, 
finally tripping as his 
sagging pants fell around 
his ankles. Legal maneu­
verings have postponed 
the trial. 

Greg states, "I was 
forever changed by this 
event. I pray for the per­
petrator often-for justice 
in the legal systerri, and 
for God's mercy through 

Jesus Christ. I am so thankful to 
God for His power and protection. 

"Our friends in Christ have 
been super encouragers too. Our 
family bas drawn closer. We have 
affirmed our conviction that physi­
cal possessions are of little value. 
Earth has its happy, even exuber­
ant moments, but we are laying up 
treasures· in heaven, where guard­
ian angels daily await their assign­
ments to protect and defend." 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pinevlf le, 
KY 40977; (606) 337-3196 
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• Supreme Court asked 
to review Oregon's 
assisted-suicide law 

Conservative leaders oppose 
Specter as judiciary chairman 

Democratic strategists: Party 
must embrace values language 

Washington (RNS)-President Bush's victory shows De~­
ocrats that they need to better communicate with voters 
on moral and cultural issues, according to two veteran 
Democratic strategists. 

Washington (RNS)-Oregon's 
one-of-a-kind law allowing doc­
tor-assisted suicide moved to­
ward the ultimate legal test last 
week when the U.S. Department 
of Justice asked the Supreme 
Court to review a lower court 
decision that upheld the law. 

The Justice Department ar­
gued that Oregon usurped the 
Controlled Substances Act by 
permitting doctors to prescribe 
lethal doses of pain-killing 
drugs. Assisted suicide is not a 
"legitimate medical purpose" of 
the drugs, it said. 

The U.S. Supreme Court 
typically takes about six weeks 
to decide whether to accept 
cases. If it rejects the petition, 
the Oregon law would remain 
in effect and could be blocked 
only by an act of Congress. 

Supporters of the Oregon 
law said they liked their chanc­
es, whether the Supreme Court 
chooses to hear the case or not. 

Oregon has prevailed at 
each step as the case, known as 
Ashcroft v. Oregon, worked its 
way through federal courts. 

During the six years since 
the Oregon law took effect, 171 
Oregonians have died by doctor­

. assisted suicide. 

Washington (ABP)-Religious con­
servatives are objecting to the ele­
vation of a pro-choice Republican to 
the chairmanship of the powerful 
Senate Judiciary Committee. 

Pennsylvania Sen. Arlen Specter 
is in line to become the commit­
tee's new chairman when the 109th 
Congress convenes next year. 

Sen Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), the 
previous chairman, was scheduled 
to turn over the reins because of 
term limits the Senate Republican 
Conference imposed on committee 
chairmanships. 

But when Specter spoke to re­
porters following his own re-elec­
tion, he appeared to warn President 
Bush · against sending the Senate 
any far-right nominees for federal 
judgeships-particularly the Su­
preme Court. 

"When you talk about judges 
who would change the right of a 
woman to choose, overturn Roe 
vs. Wade, I think that is unlikely," 
he said, according to published ac­
counts. 

Since then, conservative reli­
gious and anti-abortion groups have 
asked their supporters to flood Sen­
ate Republicans with messages op­
posing Specter's chairmanship. The 
Judiciary Committee controls the 
approval process for the president's 
nominees to the federal bench. 

In support of Campbellsville University, 
alumni and friends are cordially invited to attend 

• the Annual Convention Breakfast 
Wednesday, Nov. 17 

7:30 a.m. at Breckinridge Inn • Louisville, Ky. 
(At The Intersection Of The Watterson Express Way 1-264 and Breckenridge Lane) 

The breakfast is free, but reservations are 
requested an·d may be made by calling 

1-800-264-6014 ext 5211, or via e-mail at 
development@campbellsville.edu. 

1 University Drive • Campbellsville, KY 42718 • 800.264.6014 • 270.789.5000 
development@campbellsville.edu • www.campbellsville.edu 

Despite the opposition, Specter 
might still survive. He repeatedly 
has attempted to clarify his com­
ments, claiming that he was only 
saying Senate Democrats are likely 
to filibuster Supreme Court nomi­
nees who might take more conser­
vative positions on abortion rights 
or other issues. 

According to media reports, 
Specter has been calling fellow 
senators to reassure them that he 
would not impose a "litmus test" 
on Bush's nominees to the federal 
bench. 

Still, as many as 20 conservative 
groups have opposed Specter's el­
evation to chairman. 

Richard Lal\d, president of the 
Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission, has told Baptist 
Press, "Arlen Specter has not been a 
reliable friend of those who want 
conservative, strict constructionist 
judges on the federal judiciary." 

Few prominent Republicans 
have publicly come to the senator's 
defense. 

The Judiciary Committee's mem­
bers will vote on whether Specter 
should become chairman. That 
decision can be appealed to the 
full Senate Republican Conference, 
chaired by Specter's Pennsylvania 
colleague, Sen. Rick Santorum. 

Even though Santorum and 
Bush are more conservative than 
Specter on social issues, both cam­
paigned heavily for him earlier this 
year, when Specter faced a tough 
primary challenge from a social 
conservative. 
With additional reporting by Baptist Press 

"I think Democrats, if they are wise, all of them are 
going to Bible school, and they are going to learn the 
language of values, relearn the language of values again," 
said Robert Borosage, co-director of the Campaign for 
America's Future, a progressive policy organization. 
"That's a grand Democratic tradition from Dr. King, to 
Jimmy Carter, to Bill Clinton." 

At a National Press Club news conference on Nov. 5, 
Borosage and Kerry adviser Stan Greenberg assessed their 
party's struggle with religion and moral values, which exit 
polls indicated were key components to Bush's victory. 

"Moral values by far is the strongest driver in terms of 
dictating the votes for George Bush," said Greenberg, a 
Democratic pollster, referring to an exit poll he conducted 
for Campaign for America's Future. 

But the Democrats stressed that Republicans are not 
the ultimate arbiter of morality and suggested that voters 
should include poverty, health care and equality in educa­
tion in their evaluation of candidates' standing on moral 
issues. 

"Religion is not a partisan attribute," Borosage said. 
"Progressives will and should challenge the right wing's 
claim to morality and to religion. It's a moral disgrace 
that low-wage workers in this society work full time and 
are not paid enough to lift their families out of poverty. 
America has a moral imperative to provide health care 
and quality education for every child." 

Joseph Loconte, the William E. Simon Fellow in Re­
ligion and a Free Society at the conservative Heritage 
Foundation, challenged the notion thaf the Democrats' 
problem is one of communication. 

"The myth that's floating around right now is that the 
Democratic Party needs to develop a language for moral­
ity and values and faith," said Loconte, who was not at the 
news conference. "The problem for the Democratic.Party 
goes much much further than that." 

Loconte said it was a problem of fundamental core ide­
als. "Democrats were not able to persuade most Americans 
that they share their moral vision for America.''. 
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·PRAYER 
PARTNERS 

Please pray for the 
following requests 
related to Kentucky 
Baptist partnerships 
with Baptists in Poland, 
Brazil, New England 
and the International 
Baptist Convention in 
Europe. 

I International Baptist 
Convention leaders 
as they seek to plant 
churches. 

I A volunteer 
team going with 
missionaries Keith and 
Deborah Jefferson to 
minister in Cazinhas, 
Brazil. 

I The volunteers and 
team leaders who 
will be working with 
Brazilian Baptists in 
2005. 

I Operation Bended 
Knee, the KBC's 
partnership ministry, 
and statewide prayer 
coordinators. 

I Praise God that 
two women made 
professions of faith 
during a women's 
conference last month 
in Sopron, Hungary. 

I Baptist workers Steve 
and Celeste Brubaker 
in Chemnitz, Germany, 
as they invite English 
class students to share 
in their Thanksgiving 
dinner as a way to talk 
about their faith. 

MOUNTAINS TO THE MISSISSIPPI . 
, COMPILED BY STAFF • 

■ BOWLING GREEN-First Church is 
sponsoring a "Holiday Hope" pro­
gram Nov. 21, 5 p.m. It is designed to 
help those dealing with grief during 
the holidays. For more information, 
contact Rodney Vmcent or Marsha 
Hopper at (270) 842-0331. 
■ CENTERTOWN-Waltons Creek 
Church recently called Randall 
Brown as pastor. 
■ OE MOSSVILLE-Doris Spegal, vol-

. unteer medical director and board 
member for the Northern Kentucky 
Baptist Convalescent Center, died 
Oct.- 6 at age 88. Spegal, a graduate 
of Cumberland College in Williams.­
burg and University of Louisville 
School of Medicine, was a member 
of Wilmington Church. She served 
20 years as a professor of pediatrics 
at Dallas Medical School. 
■ ELIZABETHTOWN- Severns Valley 
Association called Tommy Purvis as 
director of missions effective Dec. 1. 
He previously was pastor ofBallards­
ville Church. 
■ ERLANGER-Erlanger Church will 
host a Thanksgiving banquet Nov. 
21, 6 p.m. Comedian and author 
Mike Williams will be the featured 
speaker. For information, contact 

the church at (859) 727-2588. Dan 
Francis is pastor. 
■ FLORENCE-Kento-Boo Church re­
cently ordained Youth Minister Dan• 
iel Crowther to the gospel ministry. 
■ GLENDALE-Gilead Church will 
host a community Thanksgiving 
service Nov. 21, 6 p.m. 
■ HORSE CAVE-Retired Baptist pas- • 
tor Leon Larimore died Nov. 8 at age 
93. Larimore, pastor of Third Avenue 
Church in Louisville for 29 years, 
also was pastor of churches in Ed­
monson; Green, Hart, Metcalfe and 
Monroe counties. 
■ LONDON-Corinth Church recently 
called Keith Reynolds Jr. as minister 
of music. 
■ LOUISVILLE - Beargrass Church 
recently called Matthew Smyzer as 
pastor. 

Edward Boyd, pastor of Chapel 
Park Church for more than 33 years, 
recently retired. 

Kenwood Church recently called 
Peter Beck as pastor. 

Angela Hartman recently re­
signed as music minister at Midlane 
Park Church. 

Vine Street Church recently 
called Josh Howell as minister of 

Christian lea~ers gather at U.N. to 
launch global anti-poverty campaign 

New York-Representatives of 
more than 260 Christian relief and 
development agencies met recently 
at the United Nations to launch the 
Micah Challenge, a global anti-pov­
erty campaign . . 

The goal of the effort is to cut 
world poverty in half by 2015. The 
Baptist World Alliance General 
Council voted earlier this year to 
join the coalition. 

During the meeting at the U.N., 
Archbishop Njongonkulu Ndun­
gane of Cape Town, urged churches 
to join in the effort to fight global 
poverty. 

"How can we claim to 'follow Je­
sus if we are not prepared to work 
to achieve His gospel good news for 
the poor?" he asked, -adding that 
"Christians can play a vital role in 
helping global leaders meet their 
commitments. 

"When Christians work with one 
another, united across nationalities 
and races, across rich and poor, 
across men, women and· children, 

we have an enormously powerful 
and influential voice," he added. 
"We must speak loud and clear." 

Describing poverty as "evil," Nd­
ungane said he supports the Micah 
Challenge because "its results will 
lead to the alleviation of poverty in 
many parts of the world." 

Paul Montacute, director of Bap­
tist World Aid, was among Baptist 
representatives at the meeting. 

"As I travel to some of the poor­
est part of the world, I see too 
many children lacking the basic 
essentials of life: food, clean water, 

. basic medications and education," 
Montacute said. "They deserve bet­
ter than this." 

Other Baptist participants in­
cluded Michael Smitheram, the 
international coordinator for the 
Micah Challenge and a member 
of Canberra Baptist Church in 
Melbourne, Australia; and Doug 
Balfour, general director of Tear­
fund, the largest evangelical relief 
organization in Great Britain. 

Georgetown names development VP 
Georgetown-Dan Miller, a 1982 

graduate of Georgetown C9llege, 
has been named ·George­
town's vice presid.ent for 
development effective 
Jan. 3. 

Miller has served since 
2000 as vice president and 
executive director of the 
WHAS Crusade for Chil­
dren, a children's charity 
that raises more than $6 
mi_l_lion annuallf to fund a Miller 
vanety of agencies, schools 
and hospitals providing service to 
special needs youngsters. He also 
has held other management posi­
tions with WHAS-TV. 

Noting that Miller "made his 
mark by bettering the lives of spe-

cial needs youngsters in Kentucky 
and southern Indiana," George­

town College President Bill 
Crouch added, "We look 
forward to benefiting from 
his expertise, experience 
and passion as we prepare 
future generations of lead­
ers for new frontiers." 

"I am very excited about 
beginning a new career in 
higher education," Miller 
said. "My family and I look 
forward to this big adven­

ture." 
Miller and his wife, Patti, who 

also attended Georgetown College, 
have two sons : Michael, 13, and Jef­
frey, 9. They currently attend High­
land Baptist Church in Louisville. 
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~ CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

November 
20 Creative Ministries Workshop 

101 , Hillcrest Baptist Church, 
Hopkinsville. 

December 
13-14 KBC Mission Board meeting, 

Baptist Building, Middletown. 
24-31 KBC Christmas Holidays, 

Baptist Bui lding closed. 

January 
13-15 Shepherding the Shepherd 

Conference, Lexington. 
25 Pastors' Forum, Severns Valley 

Baptist Church, Elizabethtown. 
27-28 Quarterly Prayer Meeting for 

Spiritual Awakening, Maple Grove 
Baptist Church, Louisville. 

28-29 Preschool/Children's Ministry 
Meeting, Trinity Baptist Church, 
Lexington. 

For more information, call (888) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org 

youth. Mike Snearly is pastor. 
■ MAYFIELD-First Church recently 
called Dean Brown as minister of 
worship. Bob SWift is pastor. 

New Vision Church recently 
licensed Donnie Harrison to the gos­
pel ministry. Chad Frizzell is pastor. 
■ OWENSBORO- Hall Street Church 
will host a Southern gospel concert 
Nov. 21, 6 p.m., featuring fue Specks 
and the church worship choir sing­
ing selections from the Sped<s' 
choral collection, "For the Glory of 
Christ." 
■ POOLE- Harry "Bud" Dreamer 
recently resigned as pastor of Poole 
Church. 

■ UNION-Big Bone Church recently 
licensed B.J. Sanders to the gospel 
ministry. He recently was called to 
Hebron Church as youth minister. 
■ WINGO- Fellowship Church will 
hold revival services Nov. 14-17, 7 
p.m., with Charles Powell as evange­
list. Barry Summersville is pastor. 

What's going on? 
Mail your happenings to 
Mountains to the Mississippi at 
Box 43969, Loulsville,KY 40253. 
Fax: (502) 244-6474. 
E-mail: wesrec@earthlink.net. 

CLASSIFIED Aos 
FOR SALE: Seven cemetery lots. 

Beautiful Resthaven Memoriai Park, 
Louisville, Ky. $1,800 each. Call (502) 
367-0671. 

FOR SALE: Church pews. Beauti­
ful, high-quality hardwood pews 
(one 14-foot; one 20-foot; some 
9-foot). Excellent condition. For 
more information, please call (859) 
635-5725. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for Vic­
tory Memorial Baptist Church. Please 
submit resume to: 3805 Southern 
Parkway, Louisville, KY 40214. 

SEEKING: A caring, experienced 
teacher for Tuesdays and Fridays, 
8:30-12:30. First Baptist Church 
Middletown offers a high-quality 
parents' day out program for chil­
dren 18 months to 4 years. Come 
share your love with us. For more 
information, contact Janelle, (502) 
671-7799. 

SEEKING: Part-time secretary 
(MWTh). Microsoft Office experience 
required. Mail resume to Deer Park . 
Baptist, c/o Personnel Committee, 
1733 Bardstown Road, Louisville, KY 
40205; or e-mail resume: secretary@ 
deerparkbaptist.org. 

SEEKING: Full-time associate 
pastor for First Baptist Church, Mt. 
Sterling, Ky. Responsibilities will be 
day-to-day management and admin­
istrative leadership; developing and 
directing educational programs; 
some pastoral. duties. Experience 
required. Please send resume by 
Dec. 31, 2004, to: Search Committee, 
FBC Mt. Sterling, PO Box 324, Mt. 
Sterling, KY 40353. 

SEEKING: God's called man for 
full-time pastor of Temple Hill 
Baptist Church, 8427 Tompkinsville 
Road, Glasgow, KY 42141. Church 
resident membership: 395; worship 
attendance: 135; Sunday school at­
tendance: 105. Please send resume 
to: Pastor Search Committee, 124 
Siloam Road, Glasgow, KY 42141, or 
fax to (270) 65Hi087. 

SEEKING: Part-time children's 
mmister for Stanford Baptist 
Church. Call (606) 365-2178. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
music/education for Sharon BC, 
Wichita, Kan. (MSA 500,000+). 
Blended worship. Experience/ 
seminary 'preferred. Resumes to: 
bhartmann@sharonsbc.org. 

SEEKING: Full-time associate 
pastor with ministry focus on stu­
dents and recreation for a vibrant 
First Baptist church in Southeast­
ern Kentucky. Seminary training 
and youth ministry experience 
preferred. Please send resume to: 
Search Committee, 201 North Main 
St., Barbourville, KY 40906, or e-mail 
to chsec@barbourville.com. 

SEEKING: Assist the elderly. Pro­
vide non-medical companionship 
and home-care services for the el­
derly. No certificate required. Home 
Instead Senior Care, East Louisville. 
(502) 515-9522. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
music (20 hours/week) who can 
bring energy, passion and blended/ 
convergent elements to a traditional 
church with d10ir, organist, pianist. 
Latonia Baptist draws from metro 
Cincinnati area but is working to 
reach its neighborhood and younger 
people. We · are CBF/SBC with or­
dained women. E-mail: Steve@laton 
iabaptist.org. 

SEEKING: Full-time associate 
pastor/worship and music for FBC 
Cabot, Ark. Seminary; contemporary/ 
traditional; technology; people­
skills; plus experience. Music Search 
Committee, PO Box 1023, Cabot, AR 
72023. Visit www.fbccabot.org. 

SERVICE: America's fastest-grow­
ing Christian long distance com­
pany. 3.9 cents/minute; no monthly 
fees; no codes or restrictions; 6 
second billing; 250,000 happy cus­
tomers. Toll-free: (866) 587-8346 or 
www.covenantphoneservice.com. 
Home agents needed. 
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Kindergartner's 
Christmas candy 
cane court case 
gets settlement 

Gresham, Ore. (RNS)-The 
candy cane Christmas card 
court case-in which an Oregon 
kindergartner's religious cards 
provoked federal litigation 
over the First Amendment-has 
ended in a settlement. 

But the kindergartner's law­
yers and the Gresham-Barlow 
School District still dispute 
what happened in the first place 
and what last week's settlement 
in U.S. District Court means. 

Lawyers for the American 
Center for Law and Justice, 
which represents 7-year-old Jus­
tin Cortez, said the settlement 
?Pelis out precisely how the 
Gresham-Barlow School District 
in suburban Portland will, in 
the future, avoid violating stu­
dents' right to religious expres­
sion. Justin will be allow~d to 
bring candy canes attached to a 
religious message into his first­
grade classroom this year. 

But School Superintendent 
Ken Noah said the settlement 
merely "describes exactly what 
we did in this case, and says 
we'll do that in the future." 

The case started last year, 
before a holiday party at the 
North Gresham Grade School 
where students were allowed to 
exchange cards and gifts. Justin 
bad signed cards that included 
candy cane ornaments and a 
story linking the candy cane to 
the story of Jesus. 

Julie Cortez said that after 
she left the bag of cards at 
school, she got a call from the 
teacher and principal saying 
that under the First Amend­
ment, the school was prohibit­
ed from distributing cards that 
promote a religious-viewpoint. 

Cortez contends that the 
school was violating another 
part of the First Amendment, 
which says government can't 
prevent students' free expres­
sion of religion. She called 
the ACLJ, a constitutional-law 
group in Washington, D.C. 

But Noah said that though 
school officials declined to 
distribute a "religious tract," 
they did offer to make the cards 
available to students in the 
classroom-the action required 
by the recent settlement. 

Under the settlement, stu­
dents wouldn't be able t0 hand 
the cards directly to their class­
mates, said ACLU's Stuart Roth. 
But the teacher will let the class 
lmow they are on a table in the 
room, and the students can 
pick them up if they like. 

Courts are often less willing 
to allow student-led religious 
expression among younger stu­
dents, Roth said. Some judges 
have reasoned that young 
students "can't differentiate 
speech from other students 
and speech from the teacher. 
... Cases have gone both ways," 
he said. "I think it's a fair com­
promise." 
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Muslim convert seeing growth, conflict I 
By Shawn Hendricks 
SBC International Missioq Board 

Richmond, Va. (BP)-Most of the 
messengers in the crowd never saw 
his face . But they may remember 
seeing and hearing his story at this 
year's Southern Baptist Convention 
annual meeting in Indianapolis. 

"Abdullah," a South Asian Mus­
lim who became a Christian, helped 
·spark a movement in his homeland 
that has changed thousands oflives 
for Jesus Christ. His story was de­
picted in a video dramatization just 
before he walked on stage. 

Abdullah, whose real name 
was not used for security reasons, 
spoke with his back to the crowd to 
protect his identity a·nd answered 
questions from International Mis­
sion Board President Jerry Rankin. 
Standing next to Abdullah was 
retired missionary Torn Thurman, 
who led him to the Lord years ago. 

Abdullah told stories about per­
secution and martyrdom. One of 
his childhood friends was among 
nine evangelists in the movement 
murdered for their faith. Despite 
persecution, the ministry had more 
than 400,000 followers and 9,000 
churches at that time. 

Three months after Abdullah 
shared his story at the annual meet­
ing, word has come of amazing 
growth within the ministry- and 
increased opposition. 

Despite increasing opposition to 
Abdullah, the movement has con­
tinued growing. Abdullah recently 
crossed a border into another area 
of South Asia to share the gospel. 

Today, the number of believers 
and churches involved with the 
ministry has ballooned, according 
to a missionary who has worked 
closely with Abdullah on the field. 

"The movement has grown so 
quickly, we have found it almost im­
possible to have 'actual' numbers," 

he said. 
Abdullah's enemies also have 

continued to increase. 
"He called today to let us know 

that he has received some very spe­
cific threats against his life, his fam­
ily and others who work with him," 
the worker said. "These threats are 
actually being (left) on his mobile 
telephone." 

63 Christians in prison . 
In addition to the death threats, 

63 Christian men who are involved 
in the ministry were anested 
recently. All of the men remain 
imprisoned. 

"In the past when Abdullah's 
people were placed in jail, (Chris­
tians) would scramble to raise mon­
ey to get them out. It is different 
this time," another worker said. 

Instead of paying for lawyers and 

various court fees, any money that 
is raised is going to the men's fami­
lies, the worker says. Each wife will 
receive about $20 for food while the 
men are in jail. This amount should 
maintain an average-sized family 
for two to three weeks . 

"They are thinking that God has 
placed all of these men in jail for a 
purpose," the worker said. "We feel 
confident that incredible things are 
taking place inside the jails. 

"When the 63 men get out, we 
will hear their stories." • •• 

The workers ask Baptists to 
continue praying for Abdullah and 
those involved with the ministry. 
They specifically _seek prayer for the 
prisoners' protection, their families 
and strength to endure wh_at occurs 
in prison. They also request prayer 
that prison guards would be open 

. to the gospel. 

Author: Do you know spouse's love language? 
By Shawn Hendricks 
SBC LifeWay Christian Resources 

Winston-Salem, N.C. (BP)-Gary 
Chapman enjoys getting love let­
ters. 

But not all of them are from his 
wife. They often come from couples 
who have attended a marriage con­
ference he has led. 

One such letter came from a 
man who gushed about his revital­
ized marriage and how Chapman 
had helped him love his wife again. 

The man credited Chapman's 
book, "The Five Love Languages," 
for helping improve his marriage in 
one weekend. 

Chapman shared how couples 
can apply these love languages 
to their marriages-quality time, 
words of affirmation, gifts, acts of 

· service and physical touch- during 
a recent Fall Festival of Marriage 
event sponsored by LifeWay Chris­
tian Resources. 

• Chapman-addressed both how to 
keep the emotional love experience 
alive in their relationship as well as 
the biblical view of sexuality. 

He integrated the five love lan­
guages into the sessions to teach 
couples how . they can energize a 
struggling marriage and communi­
cate love to their spouses. 

The key, he said, is to find the 

love language that one's spouse 
best responds to and communicate 
it in the marriage. 

Problems can occur for couples 
when they continually communi­
cate in the love language that they, 
not their spouses, respond to the 
best. 

"Just because one spouse feels 
love by being complimented and 
praised, doesn't mean that the oth­
er spouse will feel loved by words of 
affirmation," he said. 

"I think couples are very sincere 
because they're reaching out in 
their own way," he said. "It's not a 
matter of sincerity. The problem is 
that what makes one person feel 
love isn't necessarily what makes 
the other person feel love." 

No couple sets out to have a bad 
marriage, Chapman noted. Most try 
to make their relationship work, 
but over time, both spouses become 
emotionally drained. Chapman re­
ferred to the problem as having an 
"empty love tank." 

"If people never feel love, their 
love tanks eventually will run dry, 
leading them to ii.nd it wherever 
they can," he said. 

Some people don't feel comfort­
able saying words of affirmation, 
Chapman said. "They may feel 
uncomfortable saying even simple 

things like, 'You look nice.'" 
But if they learn that this is what 

their mates respond to, Chapman 
said they usually want to do it, and 
then it becomes a matter of putting 
the information to work. 

Speaking from experienc·e 
Chapman admitted he and his 

wife struggled in their relationship 
during their first few years of mar­

. riage. He attributed some of their 
struggles to not having access to 
the resources like the ones avail­
able today. . 

Chapman said he enjoys help­
ing other couples avoid the same 
struggles, noting, "I have a passion 
to help couples with • their mar­

. riages. It's a calling that God has 
given me." 

He encourages couples to attend 
a marriage festival or conference 
at least once a year. "I personally 
encourage couples who have never 
been to a fall .festival to go." Chap­
man said. 

"If you just pick up one idea, 
it's worth the investment of the 
weekend," he added. "Many people 
say to me the lights came on when 
they learned what they were do­
ing wrong. You can keep love alive 
if you can learn how to speak the 
other person's love language." 

SBC REPORT Tom 
Thurman, right, a retired 
missionary who served 
33 years in South Asia, 
and Jerry Rankin, center, 
/MB president, talk with 
"Abdullah" during the SBC 
annual meeting in June. 
Because of Abdullah's 
witness, more than 
400,000 people have 
been baptized and 9,100 
churches and 500 Bible 
study groups have been 
started, Thurman said. 
The movement continues 
to grow. (BP photo by 
Matt Miller/ 
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