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Churchgoers want
religion to have

more influence on
politics, poll says

Princeton, N.J. (RNS)—While
nearly half of Americans think
religion has too much political
influence, Republicans and
people who attend church fre-
quently tend to think it should
have more, according to a just-
released Gallup Poll.

The poll, taken after the
Nov. 2 elections, found that
Americans generally think
religion should have more in-
fluence on the country’s moral
climate, but should play a less
prominent role in politics.

Nearly half—48 percent—said
religion has too much influence
on politics, while 40 percent
said it should have more.

The political differences
are stark. While 67 percent of
Democrats said religion has

. too much influence, a major-
ity (55 percent) of Republicans

said ‘it should play a more
prominent  political role.
More than half (57 percent) of
people who attend a church
or synagogue once a week said
religion should play a stronger
role. In contrast, two-thirds of
people who seldom or never at-
tend church said it should play
a lesser role.

The poll detected much
wider agreement that religion
could do more to influence the
country’s moral climate—64
percent of Americans saw
room for more influence, while
27 percent said religion already
has too much influence on the
country’s moral life.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT PROGRAM Maore than 200 children and teens attend the Wednesday night programs at Steubenville Baptist
Church in Monticello. The church’s emphasis on young people has helped the church baptize nearly 100 people in the past 16
months. (Photo courtesy of Steubenville Baptist Church)

Steubenville’s strategy results in conversions

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

Monticello—Teenagers Lisa Bayne
and Danielle Flynn are two of the
youngest missionaries ever com-
missioned by a Kentucky Baptist
church.

And after they each led several
classmates to receive Jesus as their
personal Savior this fall, it’s hard
to argue with Steubenville Baptist
Church’s decision to make them
staff members.

Bayne, a senior at Wayne County
High School, and Flynn, a freshman
at Monticello High, are among a
dozen teenagers named student
missionaries to middle and high

TSUNAMI DAMAGE Debris litters a street on Phi Phi Islands in Krabi province,
southern Thailand. Rescuers scoured the sea for missing tourists in Asia on Dec.
27 and fears of disease grew as emergency services struggled from the devastating
tsunami that killed more than 150,000 peop/e. Moderate aftershocks hit parts of
India a day after one of Asia’s worst tsunamis in decades, triggered by an earthquake
off Indonesia. More than 9,000 were killed in India alone. (RNS/Reuters photo by
Surapan Boonthanom)

school campuses last August.

“We have staff meetings month-
ly that we include them in, and we
expect them to come,” Pastor Mike
Wells said of the youthful evange-
lists. “They signed a covenant of
things they would do.”

“I think it’s a great thing,” Bayne
said. “If 'm straying in my walk with
Christ, I can look at (the covenant)
and say, ‘This is your word, not just

to your church, but also to God.”

“I've had a lot of chances to wit-
ness to people,” Flynn added. “It’s
like an everyday thing lately.”

This accent on youth is part of a
wave of conversions that have more
than doubled the size of this south

By Erich Bridges
SBC International Mission Board

Chiangmai, Tailand (BP)—As Asia’s
battered coasts began to reveal the
enormity of the death and devasta-
tion caused by the biggest earth-
quake and tsunamis in 40 years,
Southern Baptist relief workers
began working with others to aid
the survivors.

Initial efforts will focus on de-
livering food, water, blankets and
other essentials to coastal villages in
southern Thailand—some of which
were nearly wiped out by towering
waves—and the heavily damaged
resort area of Krabi.

“These little villages have been
devastated. It’s hard to describe how
bad it is,” a Southern Baptist Con-
vention international relief coordi-
nator in Asia said. “The basic needs
are going to be food, clean water,
blankets, shelter and basic medical
supplies.”

Throughout the region, an esti-

central Kentucky congregation in
recent years.

Since moving into a new sanctu-
ary five years ago, average Sunday
attendance has grown from 120 to
275. In the past 16 months alone,
Steubenville’s pastor has baptized
96 people, 71 of them under the age
of 24, according to Wells.

“It seems simple, but it’s
true—we just follow God,” Wells
said of becoming Wayne County
Baptist Association’s fastest-grow-
ing church. “We have a philosophy
of getting out of God’s way, doing
what He wants and not being afraid
of what He might do.”

[ See Monticello church’s ... Page 3

Baptlst_rellef workers begm Iong work after quake, tsunamis

mated 155,000 people were killed
by the quake and tsunamis, though
that number could still rise.

Southern Baptist workers were
to meet with Thai government of
ficials in the affected area Dec. 28.
They also hope to work through
Baptist churches in the region. The
churches were spared destruction,
but many church members.who
work on outlying islands were in-
jured in the flooding. In Thailand,
more than 5,000 deaths had been
reported by Jan. 3.

“I think that number is going to
climb, probably significantly,” the
relief coordinator said.

The death toll already had soared
far higher in harder-hit areas of
South and Southeast Asia. The huge
9.0 earthquake, centered in the In-
dian Ocean west of the Indonesian
island of Sumatra, sent towering
tsunami waves crashing into thou-
sands of miles of Asian coastlines
[ See Baptist disaster relief ... Page 8
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INAUGURATION Roy
Honeycutt's inauguration
in 1982 as president

of Southern Seminary
included a traditional
“laying on of hands”
ceremony. (BP file photo)

Honeycutt leaves legacy as ‘denominational statesman’

By Trennis Henderson
Editor

Louisville—Roy L. Honeycutt, re-
tired president of Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, died Dec. 21,
one day after suffering head injuries
in a fall at his home in Louisville. He
was 78.

Honeycutt, a noted Old Testa-
ment scholar, was elected president
of Southern Seminary, also in Louis-
ville, in 1982. His 11-year tenure as
president paralleled much of the
controversy in the Southern Baptist
Convention’s conservative shift.

Pledging in 1982 to “look to the
seminary’s historic strength” to
chart its course, Honeycutt affirmed
his commitment for Southern “to be
rooted in the Word of God, devoted
to the centrality of the local church,
and obedient to the call of Christ to
evangelism, missions and preach-
ing.”

Duke McCall, Honeycutt’s pre-
decessor as president of Southern,
recalled that Honeycutt “functioned
in a troubled time in which he
was the irenic spirit trying to find
middle ground and a solution to
a situation where there was no
middle ground.”

“He was a denominational
statesman in the best sense of the
word,” McCall added. “He served
as an example to staff, faculty and
students and was in all situations
both the committed Christian and
the man of God. It’s a great pity that
he couldn’t find the solution that he
longed for and sought.”

Declaring “holy war”

Honeycutt made headlines across
the denomination in 1984 when he
declared “holy war” on SBC “hijack-
ers,” a reference to conservative
leaders seeking to gain control of
the Southern Baptist Convention.

“Independent fundamentalists

and many sincere but naive indi-
viduals recruited to support their
political party are seeking to hijack
the Southern Baptist Convention,”
Honeycutt warned. He said such ef-
forts are “damaging local churches,
risking the destruction of our
denominational heritage and com-
promising our Christian witness to
the world.”

Honeycutt immediately
became a target in the con-
troversy. As the seminary’s
board shifted to conserva-
tive control, he came under
increased pressure to resign.
He retired in 1993, at age 67,
three years earlier than he
previously planned.

His successor, Al Mohler,
served as one of Honeycutt’s as-
sistants from 1983-1989 before
becoming editor of the Georgia
Baptist Christian Index. Under his
leadership, Mohler quickly moved
the seminary in a more conservative
direction. .

Describing his predecessor as “a
Christian gentleman,” Mohler said,
“He gave so much of his life to the
Southern Baptist Convention and to
Southern Seminary in particular. He
led during difficult times and was
not afraid of controversy. On a per-
sonal level, he was as gracious a hu-
man being as you could ever expect
or hope to meet.”

Bill Leonard, dean and professor
of church history at Wake Forest
Divinity School, joined Southern’s
faculty in 1975, the same year Honey-
cutt was named dean of Southern’s
school of theology.

“In many ways, Roy was a bridge-
builder,” Leonard recalled. “When
the conflicts developed in the de-
nomination and then in the board
of trustees, it was not the season for
bridge building.”

Honeycutt’s efforts at bridge-

Roy Honeycuit

building included working with the
five other Southern Baptist Conven-
tion seminary presidents to draft
the “Glorieta Statement” in 1986.
The Glorieta Statement, adopted
at the height of the SBC controversy,
declared the seminary presidents’
commitment “to the resolution of
problems which beset our beloved
denomination.” The presi-
dents added that “we are
ready and eager to be part-
ners in the peace process.”
In 1991, Honeycutt
worked with Southern trust-
ees and faculty to produce a
“Covenant Renewal” docu-
ment that paved the way
for faculty and trustees to
cooperate in moving South-
ern Seminary in a more conserva-
tive direction. It ensured that only
“conservative evangelical scholars”
would be added to the faculty until

the school “has achieved faculty bal-.

ance.”

As Honeycutt tackled such issues,
Leonard recalled there were people
“who thought he was either too
militant or not militant enough.”

“I think he did all that he could
do, given the times and context, to
stand for a certain type of Southern
Baptist  progressivism,” Leonard
said. “In. some ways, he was caught
in trying to preserve a tradition and
to preserve an institution that he
feared might be lost altogether. That
struggle shaped much of his tenure
as president.”

“Dedicated biblical scholar”

David Wilkinson, minister of
Christian education and disciple-
ship at Broadway Baptist Church in

. Fort Worth, Texas, served as South-

ern’s vice president for seminary re-

lations during Honeycutt’s tenure.
“Roy. Honeycutt was a dedicated

biblical, scholar whose love for the

Scriptures that he taught was lived
out in his personal and public life,”
Wilkinson reflected. “He was a
visionary leader and an exemplavy
husband and father. In everything
he did, whether in public or in
private, he personified Christian
integrity.”

Honeycutt and his wife, June
were longtime members of Crescent
Hill Baptist Church in Louisvill~
where he had served as a Sunday
school teacher and interim pastor.

“For 29 years, Dr. Honeycutt was
a good and faithful member of this
church,” said Bill Johnson, Crescent
Hill’s minister of spiritual forma-
tion. “I believe at the center of his
life was a deep love for the church.”

Honeycutt “was a person w'io
never drew attention to himself,”
Johnson added. “Whatever he did,
he did it for God’s glory. He was one
of the most humble men I've ever
known.”

Honeycutt was a graduate of Mis-
sissippi College, Southern Seminary
and the University of Edinburg °
Scotland. Prior to being electe d
president in 1982, Honeycutt served
as provost, theology school dean and
professor of Old Testament at South-
ern. He previously was academic
dean and chair of the Old Testament
department at Midwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Kansas
City, Mo. He also was pastor of
churches in Kentucky, Indiana and
Mississippi and a trustee at Camp-
bellsville University.

In addition to his wife, Honeycutt
is survived by two children, Roy Lee
and Maryanne. His funeral service
was held Dec. 23 with a memo-
rial service Dec. 29 at Crescent Hill
Church.

The family requested that memo-
rial gifts be sent to Crescent Hill
Baptist Church or Baptist World
Alliance.

James Sullivan remembered as influential Sautherh Baptist leader

‘Nashville (BP)—James L. Sullivan, a

as president of the Tennessee Baptist

along the journey of life about whom can

history as one of Southern Baptists’ most

Southern Baptist statesman and retired -

president of the former Baptist Sunday

- School Board, died Dec. 27 in Nashville

after a brief illness. He was 94.

Sullivan served as president of the
Sunday School Board, the Southern Bap-
tist Convention’s publication entity, from
1953 until his retirement in 1975. He was
widely known as an authority on South-
ern Baptist polity and had been actively
involved in denominational service since
his first pastorate in 1932.

“He was president at one of the most
crucial times at the Sunday School Board
during the civil rights struggles of the
1950s and ’60s,” said LifeWay Christian
Resources President James Draper. “He led
in production of materials promoting the
biblical view of human worth, regardless
of race, and modeled his beliefs by provid-
ing an equitable work environment for a
multicultural staff.” :

.“One of my heroes”

“In a time when there are not many
heroes, he has certainly been one of my
heroes,” Draper added. “I have lost a great
friend.” d

Sullivan, pastor of churches in Ken-
tucky, Tennessee, Mississippi and Texas,
served one year as president of the South-
ern Baptist Convention. He also served

Convention and as a trustee of several

Southern Baptist universities, seminaries -

and hospitals as well as vice president of
the Baptist World Alliance.

He was a graduate of Mississippi Col-
lege in Clinton and Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in
Louisville.

Morris Chapman, president
of the SBC Executive Commiittee,
called Sullivan a “consummate
minister” and “denominational
statesman.”

“As pastor, president of the

Southern Baptist Convention and ;. mac yrlivan

president of the Sunday School
Board, his contributions to the Southern
Baptist Convention have been remarkable
and invaluable,” Chapman said. “His
years as president of the Sunday School
Board were pivotal in the board’s spiritual
and business development.

“He was a wise and decisive leader,
a captivating storyteller with a genuine
zest for life. His delightful humor was art-
fully woven into his preaching and soon
found its way into his conversations. His
books about the history and polity of the
Southern Baptist Convention will guide
generations to come. His life was shaped
by his love for and devotion to Christ. He
is one of the few individuals you meet

besaid, ‘He was a great man.””

- Grady Cothen, who succeeded Sullivan
as president of the Sunday School Board
from 1975 to 1984, said Sullivan’s death
marks “the end of a long and significant
era in Baptist life.”

“He pioneered new methods
and made endless contributions
to the religious life of Baptist
people,” Cothen said. “He built
and maintained a great institu-
tion. His generous spirit made
possible the sharing of the enor-
mous resources of the Sunday
School Board with Baptists of the
world. Southern Baptists will nev-
er know the debt they owe to Sullivan for
his courage under fire, for his humorous
defusing of many critical situations.”

After his retirement Sullivan taught
as a guest professor at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary and Boyce Bible
School (now Boyce College) in Louisville
and at Mississippi College in Clinton,
Miss. The Mississippi Baptist Convention
named him “Clergyman of the Century”
in 1985.

SBC President Bobby Welch, pastor of
First Baptist Church in Daytona Beach,
Fla.,, said Sullivan’s impact was enor-
mous. ;

“Dr. James L. Sullivan will go down in

profound leaders, intellects and visionar-
ies,” Welch said. “His understanding of not
only how the convention worked but how
it should work and could work made him
one of the few most influential leaders of
our history.”

Sullivan wrote many articles and
books, including “Your Life and Your
Church,” with distribution of more than a

~ million copies, and “Baptist Polity: As I See

It,” published in 1998.

“Faithful mentor”

“He was a personal friend and faithful
mentor,” said Lloyd Elder, president of the
Sunday School Board from 1984 to 1991.
“He was truly a man of God, a man of his
times by being ahead of his times, a peer-
less leader, fearless prophet and caring
servant.”

Sullivan’s wife, Velma Scott Sullivan,
preceded him in death in 1993. His daugh-
ter, Martha Lynn Porch, died in 1999.

Survivors include a daughter, Mary Betl
Taylor of Nashville; a son, James David Sul-
livan of Columbus, Miss.; seven grandchil-
dren; and 16 great-grandchildren.

The family has asked that memorial
donations be made to First Baptist Church
of Nashville, Alive Hospice in Nashville or
LifeWay Christian Resources for the chape
at Camp Ridgecrest, N.C., for Boys.
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Martin might be retired, but he’s not slowing down

By David Winfrey
News Director

Officially, Larry Martin retired

last week, but the former Kentucky
*Baptist Convention leader has no
intention of slowing down.

The Eubank native expects his
future years to be just as full as his
previous ones.

Martin’s career has spanned from
the hollers of Eastern Kentucky to
the poverty of inner-city Detroit. He
helped ministers in affluent Boston
and took on a national leadership
role with the Southern Baptist
Home Mission Board before return-
ing to Kentucky in 1995.

As leader of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s missions growth team,
Martln has helped host quarterly
“prayer meetings for spiritual revival
throughout the state and helped
Kentucky Baptists launch ministries
throughout Eastern Kentucky.

Promoting missions and leading
the prayer meetings are two of the
many roles he will continue to fill
as a three-quarter time contract em-

# ployee in retirement.

Martin said he has long planned
to take early retirement, much as his
mentor in ministry, Ira Craft. “I saw
his model of what retirement minis-
try can be,” Martin said.

Craft, a former shoe company
vice president, spent 31 years in
retirement helping raise awareness

and support for churches and minis-
tries, primarily in New England.

“When he retired from business
and moved back to Atlanta after
living in the Boston area, all he had
was his story and a set of
slides,” Martin recalled.

“But through Ira shar-
ing his story, the Cecil B.
Day Foundation came into
existence,” he added. “And
it has contributed millions
of dollars in resources and
immeasurable encourage-
ment
planters and ministry lead-
ers throughout New England.”

By the time he died in 1999 at
age 80, Craft and his wife, Betty,
had helped with 400 church starts,
mostly in New England.

“The quiet revival that’s going
on in New England now, much of it,
can be traced back to what Ira did in
those 31 years.”

“In missions all my life”

Born in Eubank, Martin said
church roles are the only jobs he’s
ever known. “I've literally been in
missions all my life,” he said. “I can
never remember anything else that I
expected to do.”

As a child, he attended Polly Ann
Baptist Mission, where his parents
are still members. Martin recalls
organizers hung a sheet in the one-

to young church Larry Martin

room school house to divide the
room for Sunday school.

Polly Ann had “40 people during
the good time and 20 people during
the difficult times,” he noted. “Dur-
ing the difficult times, my
dad was the only man at-
| tending. He was tempted to
| quit, but he never did.”

Martin said he was 16
when he said he felt called
y to full-time vocational min-
istry. As a senior in high
school, his first pastorate
was at Floyd Switch Mis-
sion, preaching to 1015
people each Sunday. “I was scared
to death.”

The former Joyce Sweeney was
a member of Double Springs Bap-
tist Church in Waynesboro, which
sponsored the Polly Ann mission.
The two often met on Sunday nights
when Martin and his family would
attend the sponsoring church. They
married shortly before moving to
Georgetown to attend college.

From Louisville to Detroit, Boston

After graduating from George-
town, both attended Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Louis-
ville. Martin also became pastor of
Lynn Acres Baptist Church.

Martin said his five years in Louis-
ville was a crash-course in city living
before moving to Detroit to become

director of missions.

In Detroit, his office was above
the Baptist mission center in one of
the city’s poorest neighborhoods at
a time when Detroit led the nation
in crime.

Martin said the eight years in
Detroit taught him how much min-
istry could be done from a mission
center. It also taught him the impor-
tance of interracial ministry, as a
quarter of the association’s Baptist
churches was African-American.

In 1983, he became director of
missions in Boston. At age 37, he
found himself to be the “old man”
among many young church starters
who were willing to try new ideas to
reach people for Jesus.

“They weren’t afraid to try any-
thing, and we were very careful not
to tell them it couldn’t be done.”

At a 1980 pastors’ conference,
Martin said, he heard an address
from Henry Blackaby that continues
to influence his view of ministry.

“He said if you go into a new set-
ting and want to see God do some-
thing, take the time to see where
God’s already working and get in
step with Him rather than creating
something new and asking God to
bless it.”

Influenced by Blackaby and
Craft, Martin said he continues to
look for God’s activity across racial,
denominational and other lines.

Monticello church’s strategy to reach youth paying dividends

Continued from page 1

The nearly 190-year-old church
has been through considerable
changes recently, including a move

to a 500-seat sanctuary a mile from

its old property.

The move helped give Steuben-
ville the fréedom to try new things,
Wells said, such as gradually moving
to a more contemporary style of
worship.

Today the church features an
eight-member praise band, with
electric guitars, keyboard, flute and
conga drums. But there is no organ;
the church sold it. ‘

The music program includes
three praise teams, including a
youth team, that perform a month-
long rotation.

“We do traditional hymns, but
it may come out with a different
beat,” Wells said. “We don’t get com-
plaints any more about it. Once you
get over tradition, you begin to like
these things.”

Skits & creative ministries

Other new wrinkles include us-
ing skits each month performed by
the creative ministries team that
formed earlier this year.

Wells credits much of the growth
to an active youth and children’s
ministry that got a boost three years
ago with the addition of its first full-
time youth pastor.

Although that staff member has
since left to attend Bible college,
the spurt has continued under new
youth pastor Randy Emerson.

Its main feature is a Wednesday
night Awana program for elemen-
tary students and “The Great Adven-
ture,” a program of Bible study and
prayer for teens.

* Drawing more than 200 young
people, its popularity forced the

POPULAR PROGRAMS More than 200 children and teens attend the Wednesday night
programs at Steubenville Baptist Church in Monticello. The popularity has forced the
cancellation of adult programming so they can work with youth.

church to cancel Wednesday night
Bible study so adults could work
with children.

It also brings challenges. Emer-
son said the church provides trans-
portation and meals for children
from low-income areas and often
deals with discipline problems.

“It’'s emotionally and physically
draining, but you've got to keep the
Kingdom (of God) picture in mind,”
Emerson said. “Those souls are pre-
cious to God. We can always clean
up the facility.”

Emerson has been touched per-
sonally by the activity at his new
church.

Despite lifelong membership in
another congregation and 17 years
as a state employee, when Steuben-
ville asked Emerson to become its
youth pastor last summer at about
half his old salary, he accepted.

“I knew I needed to do what God
wanted me to do,” Emerson said.

“Teenagers are bringing their
friends to church and winning them
to Christ. We have as many saved
on Wednesday. nights as we do on
Sunday.”

Because Emerson’s hands are full
with the Awana program, worship
leader Chris Coffey oversees the teen
Bible study.

“What I'm trying to teach them is
something I was never taught grow-

ing up,” Coffey said. “That is: To be-

part of God’s army, we need to lock
arms with other people.”

That includes reaching across
generational barriers.

Recently the youth sponsored a
seniors appreciation banquet for
about 70 older adults. Dressing up
and serving a five-course meal on
fine china, the teens voted to pay for

Monticello

the cost out of the youth fund. -

About 50 teens attend midweek
Bible studies, five times the number
of teens in the church when Coffey
joined in 2000.

“It’s quite humbling to watch,”
Coffey said of the growth. “When
I grew up, I never had an opportu-
nity in a safe environment to lead
someone to Jesus. I try to make sure
if someone needs the Lord, I pull a
teenager aside and say, ‘Why don’t
you lead them to Christ?””

An environment to reach out

Bayne said that atmosphere is
part of what inspires her as she tells
others about Christ on Wayne Coun-
ty High’s campus. She also credits
her commissioning as a missionary
with giving her a goal.

“We have something we can aim
at instead of just going our separate
ways,” she said. “We have better re-
sults since we were commissioned.”

After 20 years in the pastorate,
including the past 10 at Steuben-
ville, Wells is more excited than ever
about church.

Still, he said it took the right kind
of people with a willingness to try a
new style of worship and break away
from old traditions.

“I had always thought there has
to be more to worship than what we
were doing,” Wells said. “Worship
ought to be more exciting than what
was going on. We celebrate. We serve
arisen Lord.”

“They weren’t
afraid to try
anything, and we
were very careful
not to tell them it
couldn’t be done.”

Larry Martin, describing
his work as director of
missions in Boston

“Teenagers are
bringing their

friends to church

and winning them ’
to Christ. We have

as many saved

on Wednesday

nights as we do on
Sunday.”

Randy Emerson, youth

pastor of Steubenville
Baptist Church
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Remembering a great man, James Sullivan

By Linda Lawson
Nashville (BP)—When I became
an employee of the Baptist Sunday
School Board in 1970, the only
thing I knew about its president,
James L. Sullivan, was his name.
During the last five years of his

administration and the 29 years of |

his retirement, while I didn’t have
daily contact with Dr. Sullivan, his
influence as a statesman, a man of
wisdom and a faithful Christian
looms large in my life.

I often heard Dr. Sul-
livan speak, but it was
in more simple acts that I saw his
character. When he came into the
Sunday School Board cafeteria for
lunch or a cup of coffee, he rarely
sat with members of his staff. In-
stead, he would choose a table of
employees who otherwise would
have had little or no occasion to
have a conversatlon with their
president.

As editor of a magazine for teen-
agers, I once enlisted a high school
journalist to interview Dr. Sullivan
and accompanied her to his office.
He welcomed the young woman
and took time to visit and make her
comfortable before starting the in-
terview. He seemed in no hurry and
carefully answered each question.

“A consummate storyteller”

Because Dr. Sullivan was a
consummate storyteller, I learned
many things about his life—that he
was from a rural area of Mississippi
called Sullivan’s Hollow and that,
as a young boy, he was smitten at
first sight of the girl who became
his wife years later. I learned that
Dr. Sullivan had to move his family
to the suburbs of Nashville when
he took a stand for the rights of
African-Americans and that threats
were made on his life.

I learned about life in Southern
Baptist churches before the Coop-
erative Program, when speakers for
causes such as missions, colleges
and seminaries regularly came
calling to raise funds to stay in min-
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istry. I learned about the history of
the Sunday School Board because
Dr. Sullivan saw himself as one in a
line of leaders of a great institution
and believed he could be effective
only as he operated out of that un-
derstanding.

But Dr. Sullivan didn’t just tell
stories. He used them .to commu-
nicate truth. And while I wondered
what the point was going to be
durlng some of his longer tales,

e always got around
to the purpose of his
illustration and I am
the richer for it.

I didn’t know what church pol-
ity was until I learned about it
from Dr. Sullivan through his book
about the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion which he described as a “rope
of sand with strength of steel.” I
initially found the imagery confus-
ing but came to understand that
autonomous churches who have
the privilege of choosing to affiliate

and cooperate—while sometimes

“messy”—makes for a stronger or-
ganization in the end. We can do
more together than separately.

In 1990, as we were launching
the year-long celebration of the
board’s centennial at the Southern
Baptist Convention meeting in New
Orleans, we included on the pro-
gram Dr. Sullivan and his seminary
classmate and longtime friend,
Herschel Hobbs. Dr. Sullivan was
the oldest living president and Dr.
Hobbs was the most prolific writer
for the board.

I shall never forget seeing these
two giants of faith sitting down
together before a rehearsal on the
night before the presentation. It
was obvious they were delighted
to be in each other’s company. But

~ What are you thinking?

they drew a circle that included
those of us who had been standing
on the fringes, enjoying their sto-
ries. They did most of the talking,
and the rest of us felt we were wit-
nessing a special moment of friend-
ship and statesmanship.

Champion of change

When we began exploring a pos-
sible name change for the Sunday
School Board in the mid-1990s, we
sought Dr. Sullivan’s counsel.

As someone who had spent his
whole life and ministry relating to
the Sunday School Board name, we
wondered if he would question or
even oppose the idea of a change.
Instead, he reminded us that he
had pursued a name change dur-
ing his administration. He believed
the Sunday School Board name
had been outdated since areas of
work beyond Sunday School had
been added to its program assign-
ments in the early 20th century. He
liked the biblical foundation of the
name, LifeWay, and spoke in sup-
port of the change.

During the 1990s Dr. Sullivan
regularly was invited to be a part of
Anniversary Day celebrations and
tell a story. Many of the employees
in the audience had little idea of
who he was or what he had accom-
plished. They saw a now frail man,
but they recognized the wisdom
in his words and wanted to know
more about him and how he had
shaped the institution where they
worked.

My prayer is that his influence
will live on for generations through
the countless lives he touched.

Linda Lawson served at the Baptist Sunday
School Board (now LifeWay Christian
Resources) from 1970-2002. She directed the
communications department from 1992-2001
and is now a freglance writer.

- The Western Recorder considers letters on any subject for pubhcaimn provsded
they don't make a personal attack. The maximum length for a letter is 300 words.
Submit by mail to Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253; fax, (502) 244-6474

or e—ma:l wesrec@earthl ink.net.

New beginnings in a new year

I can become very energized
about the future because God is
always ahead of us, calling us into
the future that He has planned.
This is especially true this
January as we begin the
year with a number of new
staff members.

It will take time for
these new team members
to adjust to new roles,
develop customized plans,
integrate with other staff
members and build work-
ing relationships with
church and associational
leaders.

The two newest staff members
were elected at the December meet-
ing of the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion Mission Board. Larry Baker was
approved as director of the new
work and associational relations
department. He has served as a pas-
tor, Southern Baptist international
missionary and director of missions
in Christian County Baptist Associa-
tion.

Glen Cummins will serve as
church development strategist in
North Central Kentucky (Lexington,

PARTNERS IN
tHE Mission

‘Bill Mackey

Northern Kentucky, Frankfort, Ash-
land). He succeeds French Harmon
who has been elected as an associ-
ate team leader for stewardship and
networking.

Glen has spent the last
20 years at the growing
Immanuel Baptist Church
in Lexington where he
served as minister of edu-
cation. He has a passion
for church development
and discipleship.

The new  emphasis
on “Kentucky Baptists
Connect, Connecting All
People to Jesus Christ”
was strongly supported by SBC
missionaries Ken and Beth Perkins
during the missions presentation
at the Mission Board meeting

Ken has made a study of perse-
cuted Christians around the world
and travels extensively to encour-
age Christians facing persecution.
He shared about a group of Chris-
tians in China who did not know
there were Christians elsewhere in
the world. He also shared about a
believer in prison for the faith who
challenged Ken not to give up in

freedom what he had not given up
in persecution.

Ken said the real test of our com-
mitment to witness might be how
much resistance we are receiving.
As those of us in the meeting ex-
perienced the powerful presence of
the Holy Spirit in the challenge by
Ken and Beth, there was open weep-
ing by some, including myself.

During the Mission Board meet-
ing, I called on the members to fast
and pray the first and third Mon-

days of each month between now _

and the next meeting, which will
be in May. I encourage all Kentucky
Baptists to join us in the following
prayer emphasis:

1. Pray for renewal, revival and
spiritual awakening among Ken-
tucky Baptists and in the churches.

2. Pray for unity among Kentucky
Baptists. Pray that God will speak to
the hearts of Kentucky Baptists and
bring us together in order to fulfill
the mission of our Lord.

3. Pray that each church will
reach, baptize and disciple at least
one more person each year than it
did the year before.

Bill Mackey is executive director of the -
Kentucky Baptist Convention
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Checklist offers
financial guide
for senior adults

By Don Spencer

As we continue our series
about financial planning at
each stage of life, remember
that certain basic principles
apply through-
out life. But
there also are
different pri-
orities for each
age group.

In my pre-
vious two ar-
ticles we looked at financial
issues for those who are ages »
20-35 and 35-60. This month
features a checklist of financial
issues typically to be consid-
ered by senior adults.

This list is not meant to in-
clude every Christian financial
principle one should consider,
but it can serve as a starting
point.

FINANCIAL
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What to do for senior adults:

I Re-evaluate and adjust liv-
ing conditions and spending as
health and income change.

1 Consider methods  of
intended property transfer at
death. :

B Adjust wills and estate
plan as needed.

# Evaluate and adjust life,
health and disability cover-
ages.

§ Secure reliable assistance
in managing financial affairs.

1 Continue to tithe and con-
sider additional methods of
charitable giving.

What to avoid for seniors:

" BFailure to have sufficient
retirement resources.

1 Failure to adjust insurance
coverages.

INo will or estate plan or
outdated plans.

1 Failure to adequately con-
sider retirement options and
alternatives. (Those who retire
“from something” rather than
“to something” often are mis-
erable in retirement.)

1 Failure to adjust spending
to retirement situation.

IFailure to update insur-
ance coverages.

What to accomplish:

1 Knowledge of expected re-
tirement options and income.

1 As needed, develop alter-
native sources of income.

1 Update savings, insurance
and investment programs.

i Update will and estate
plans.

i Develop (or modify as
needed) appropriate plan for
transfer of property.

Don Spencer is a certified financial
planner and directs the Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s annuily department
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Checklist can help individuals
keep New Year’s resolutions

Q: How can | keep my New Year’s resolutions? As a
single person living alone, such goals sometlmes just
seem hopeless.

Hope is found in knowing what your resources are.
Guidelines developed by the Mayo Clinic might give you
some confidence that you have what it takes to follow

through on your desire to improve in
m any area of your life. Recommendations
include:

Keep records. Accurate records help build personal
awareness. For example, if you write down your moods or
situations that trigger an unhealthy response, you might
realize that you are a “stress eater.”

Study those records. Make connections.
After analyzing your typical response,
choose a more healthy choice, such as tak-
ing a walk around the building.

Take baby steps. Goals should be SMAF:
specific, measurable, attainable and flex-
ible.

Reward yourself. Buy something you've been wanting
to purchase, enjoy a night out at the movies, etc., to cel-
ebrate achieving a goal.

Review the above steps every few months and start the
process again.

In addition to the Mayo Clinic guidelines, other activi-
ties that can help you reach your goals include:

Use scriptural affirmations to remind yourself that God
is in your cheering section. Here are a few starters:

“Study to show yourself approved unto God, a work-
man that needeth not to be ashamed.”

“Bodily exercise profits a little.”

“Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit.”

“Behold, I make all things new.”

Have an encourager in your life. Whether you hire an
encourager as your counselor or coach, or have a relation-
ship of mentor/mentee or one of mutual encouragement,
the load doesn’t seem as heavy when you don’t carry it
alone (see Galatians 6:1-10).—James Stillwell

Q: How can | help my child celebrate the new year?

With apologies to David Letterman, CBS and folks at
the home office, I would like to suggest Top Ten lists as
a great way to help boys and girls (moms and dads, too)

begin a new year.
PARENTING Top Ten lists provide an opportu-
nity to look back with thanksgiving
while looking ahead with excitement and anticipation.
They help preserve important memories and provide per-
spective and proof that God is good all the time. Top Ten
lists might even become a favorite family tradition.

Here’s how it works. Across the top of a piece of paper
make a heading that reads “The Top Ten Best Things About
2004.” Below the heading, number to 10. Draw a line be-
side each number. Be sure to leave plenty of space, but fit
the list to a single page. Make a page for each person in
your family.

Distribute the lists to each family member and ask
them to think back on the previous year. Reflect on trips,
gifts, special times spent together, achievements, etc.
Prime the pump, but resist making suggestions unless
you are asked. (The 10 things don’t have to be in order of
importance.)

Younger children. might need help. Let them do the
thinking; you do the writing. Working on the list over a
period of several days will allow for revisions.

During early January, take time to share. Make special
note of things that show up on more than one list. Give
thanks for the blessings of 2004. Ask God for watch care in
2005. File the lists in your child’s memory box, or in some
other safe place.—David Garrard

\

Family Forum writers are:

David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist
Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org.

James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church
in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex.org.

Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in
Louisville. E-mail:vhvdmin@msn.com.

Scott Wigginton, associate professor of pastoral ministries and
counseling at Campbellsville University. E-mail: sewigginton
@campbellsville.edu.

Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box

43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net.
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Roy Honeycutt: ‘my’ seminary president

I always will remember Dr. Roy L. Honeycutt as
“my” seminary president.

While there are many people who knew Dr. Hon-
eycutt better and are more qualified to reflect on his
significant ministry legacy, I consider it an honor
that his signature appears on my seminary

degree. :

Over the past 20-plus years, I have had 1

=

the privilege of spending occasional mo-
ments with Dr. Honeycutt at conventions,
alumni gatherings and other events. Hé and
his wife, June, consistently offered words of
encouragement and affirmation each time
we visited together.

The news of Dr. Honeycutt’s unexpected
death a few days before Christmas un-
leashed a flood of memories as I researched =

his years of faithful mlmstry and wrote an  Tremnis: Hamiamm
. obituary about my seminary president.

Among my reflections, I recalled that my inaugu-
ral Western Recorder editorial specifically mentioned
two role models from my early days of ministry—leg-
endary Western Recorder Editor C.R. Daley and
retired Southern Baptist Theological Seminary Presi-
dent Roy Honeycutt.

“As a former Recorder intern and Southern Semi-
nary student, I had the opportunity to interact with
such notable Southern Baptist and Kentucky Baptist
leaders as CR. Daley and Roy Honeycutt,” I wrote,
adding that “I count it a privilege to have crossed
paths with both men.”

More than five years later, I find myself writing the
second of two editorial tributes in memory of those
influential Baptist leaders.

Among the words and phrases that come to mind
when I think of Dr. Honeycutt are “gracious,” “hum-
ble” and “a man of deep conviction and integrity.”
Similar comments have been voiced in recent days by
Baptist leaders across the nation.

More telling than my personal reflections, how-
ever, are Dr. Honeycutt’s own words gleaned from

key moments in his 11 years as president of Southern
Seminary. Among those insights are:

B “The hope of the seminary rests in remaining
identified with the purpose of God through the local
church. To the extent we move away from the local
church we will, to that extent, limit our fu-
ture.” (February 1982, after election as Southern
Seminary president)

B “An authentic community of faith
does more than merely tolerate differ-
ences—it celebrates their creative presence.
Unity does not mean uniformity because
God has established the boundaries of
Christian community with such breadth as
to embrace our diversity within the larger
unity created by a cosmic Christ. ... Those of
us who are free by the grace of God in Jesus
Christ shall not submit again to slavery’s
yoke. For us there is no turning back to a
limited legalism, no turning back.” (September 1984,
Honeycutt’s “Holy War” speech)

B “One of the most prominent things in my 10
years as president is that we have negotiated 10 years
of denominational controversy. ... ] want to be a part
of the continual shaping and development of this in-
stitution through what I think will be the ‘feathering
out’ of this crisis in the Southern Baptist Convention.
I use the term ‘feathering out’ intentionally because
I don’t think it will end on a certain date on the cal-
endar but I think it will become less intensive.” (April
1992, Honeycutt’s 10th anniversary as seminary president)

B “We should preserve as much of our heritage
for as long as we can in this seminary. ... Nothing
else matters but to live in Christ, to manifest Christ
through personal relationships, to magnify Christ in
my vocation, and when life’s work is complete to rest
in Christ eternally.” (May 1993, Honeycutt’s final com-
mencement address as president)

And now with his life’s work complete, my semi-
nary president has attained his ultimate goal to “rest
in Christ eternally.”

Multi-generational interaction makes impact

Our society seems to be growing
increasingly segregated by age.

One of the few remaining vestig-
es of multi-generational meetings is
the local church. Where else do stu-

dents sit next to and interact with se- -

nior adults? Where else do students
and senior adults have a common
corporate experience? Out-
side of family gatherings,
the church might be the
only place where most
teens consistently interact
with an older generation
of Christians.

Unfortunately, too few
youth ministry leaders
work intentionally to bring
these divergent groups
together. In fact, some of
the latest trends in student
ministry further segregate students
from other areas of church life.

But some churches are trying
to bridge the generation gap. Bill
Houpt, associate pastor of Hillcrest
Baptist Church in Hopkinsville, has
for the last 10 years intentionally
bridged this gap with an “adopt a
grandparent” program.

The effort “has changed the way
I do youth ministry,” Houpt said.
“Every February, a youth adopts a
secret grandparent. They invite that
grandparent to a Valentine banquet.
At the banquet, we do various seri-
ous and fun activities for the pur-
pose of the youth and senior adult
getting to know each other. Then in
the summer, we have a picnic with
the same group.”

Youts MinisTRY
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This is more than a once-a-year
event. The relationship extends
throughout the year.

“The youth support the senior
adults by raking their leaves, doing
chores, etc.,” Houpt noted. “The
senior adults support the youth fi-
nancially for trips and in prayer. For
many (teens), who do not
have extended families,
the secret grandparents
have become their grand-
parents.” For some par-
ticipants, he said, the re-
lationship continues even
after the students gradu-
ate from high school.

Mike Wyndham, pastor
of Summitt Hills Baptist
Church in northern Bullitt
County, said relationships
between youth and senior adults at
his church “are more organic, less
intentional.”

Noting that is is common “to have
15-20 youth on Wednesday night
and very often less than that num-
ber of adults,” Wyndham said, “On
the first Sunday night of Advent, we
simply very informally met, pulled
the Christmas stuff down from the
attic, and decorated together while
conversing, eating cookies, drinking
cocoa, etc.

“During that time, the kids were
observed working alongside se-
niors,” he added. “I heard conversa-
tions that involved what Christmas
was like years ago and what the kids
were expecting for Christmas this
year. These were unprompted and

natural. This, I think, more char-
acterizes the nature of these kinds
of relationships” at Summitt Hills
Church.

What can we learn?

Ignore the packaging. There are
few places where a teen dressed in
black with dyed hair, multiple pierc-
ings and tattoos can sit beside an 80-
year-old and both have a common
experience. Church should beone of
these places.

Life lessons. There is a lot to
be learned from both generations.
Sometimes the only interaction
students have with senior adults is
when they do a missions experience
in a retirement or nursing home
facility. There are plenty of vibrant
seniors willing to share their stories
and their lives with a younger gen-
eration.

Senior adults can be your biggest
asset. “What I have found is that a
bond has been made between the
two ministries,” Houpt said. “The se-
nior adults have become my greatest
support. I believe this has happened
because the youth show they care
instead of just talking about it.”

Friends on the other side. One
of the most disturbing facts about
youth ministry is the high percent-
age of students who graduate from
youth group and leave the church.
Meaningful relationships with
adults outside student ministry can
help make the transition to “big
church” easier.

Joe Ball, former minister of education
and youth at Edgewood Baptist Church
in Hopkinsville, is the Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s youth strategist
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Noted atheist & author says he changed
his mind, believes evidence points to God

New York (BP)—Antony Flew, a legendary
British philosopher and atheist, has changed
his mind about the existence of God in light of
recent scientific evidence.

Flew—a prolific author who has
argued against the existence of God
and the claims of Christianity for more
than 50 years—first revealed his change
of mind in a video of a discussion with
several others at New York Univer-
sity organized by the Institute for Meta-
scientific Research.

Flew said he now can best be de-

scribed as a deist—a person who be- Antony Flew

lieves God created the universe but is
not actively involved in people’s lives today.

“I don’t believe in the God of any revelatory
system, although I am open to that,” Flew said
in an interview for the winter 2005 edition of
Philosophia Christi, the journal of the Evangeli-
cal Philosophical Society. “But it seems to me
that the case for ... (a) God who has the charac-
teristics of power and also intelligence is now
much stronger than it ever was before.”

Flew, 81, regularly attended the Socratic
Club, a weekly religious forum led by famed
Christian apologist C.S. Lewis while he attended
college at Oxford. Flew proclaimed the lack of
evidence for God while teaching at Oxford,
Aberdeen, Keele and Reading universities in
Britain. He also published numerous books and
articles denouncing belief in God.

Flew credits his newfound belief in God to
arguments from design such as those espoused
by the “intelligent design” movement.

Intelligent design argues that the universe

operates in such a way that it points to the exis-
tence of an intelligent creator.

“I think that the most impressive arguments
for God’s existence are those that are
supported by recent scientific discover-
ies,” he said. “I think the argument to
intelligent design is enormously stron-
ger than it was when I first met it.”

Flew: Darwin acknowledged God

Although many atheists appeal to
naturalistic evolution as a method
by which the world could have come
into existence apart from God, Charles
Darwin himself acknowledged that
the process of evolution requires a creator to
start the process, Flew said. “Darwin himself,
in ... ‘The Origin of Species,” pointed out that
his whole argument began with a being which
already possessed reproductive powers.”

While Flew said he does not believe in a God
who is active in the lives of humans, he is “open
to” the possibility of divine revelation. He also
believes that Christians are intellectually justi-
fied in holding to their religion and that the res-
urrection of Jesus has more evidential support
than any other reported miracle in history.

Flew said it is unlikely he will become a
Christian. The major evidence against the God
of Christianity is the problem of evil, Flew said.

The problem of evil refers to the apparent
tension between the existence of a good God
and the presence of evil in the world.

Flew will present a more developed explana-
tion of his conversion to beliefin God in a forth-
coming book, “God & Philosophy.”

advertisement
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Canadian Rockies Tour
Offers ‘Cool’ Vacation

Join other Southern Baptists for the most “heavenly”sightseeing
in the most pristine and beautiful countryside in North America.

There’'s more than just the Canadian Rockies on this popular Your Man Tours
vacation. You'll spend a week in the Canadian Rockies and another week across the
border in the American Northwest. First fly into Sioux Falls, South Dakota for a
scenic three-day drive to Calgary, Alberta. In route you'll visit Fargo and Bismarck,
North Dakota; then north to Saskatchewan where you'll visit the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police Academy. Your time in the Canadian Rockies will include daily
sightseeing. Highlights include Lake Louise; Banff National Park; Hoodoos; Bow
Falls and Cascade Gardens; a SnoCoach ride over the Columbia Ice Fields;
Canmore, Alberta; Kananaskis Country; Waterton Lakes National Park and more!
Back in the U.S. you'll visit Helena and Billings Montana; Custer's battlefield at the
Little Big Horn; Black Hills National Forest; Wild Bill Hickock and Calamity Jane’s
Deadwood; Mt. Rushmore and Crazy Horse National Memorial; legendary Badlands
National Park; and more! We include round trip airfare, motor-coach transportation,
13 nights hotel accommodations; we'll meet you upon arrival, handle your luggage,
and take you on some of the most beautiful sightseeing with unsurpassed scenery in
North America. Prices start at only $1548 per person, double occupancy including
taxes and airfare from Louisville, Lexington, Covington, or Evansville.
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Family and friends are welcome. Space is limited. $100 deposits are due. -

For brochure, information, & reservations call 7 days a week:

‘YOUR MAN’ TOURS carefrce vacations since 1967! 1-800-968-7626

SMILE! G,

Comics & crosswords,
each week in the
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Wilcox World Travel and Tours Presents

Baptist Heritage Tour

sponsared by the Texos Bapfist Nistorical Collection
of the Baptist Genseral Convention of Texas and the Baptist Steadard

Join us on a 13-day Baptist Heritage Tour of England
Including The Baptist World Alliance Centenary Congress
‘in Birmingham, July 27-31, 2005

Cost $2,999 from Dallas/Fort Worth or Houston
Other deporture cities availoble

Experience o unique tour of Baptist hnningu in Englond! Led by history experts, you as o tour participant will learn about the
importance of each site, bringing to life the story of Boptists in England. You will receive @ commemorative booklet detailing
the history and heritoge of each site. As port of the Bophist Hertoge Tour you will join other Baptists from oround the world
continuing the Texos Baptist frodition of porticipating in the Baptist World Alliance.
During the tour you will see:
# The Changing of the Guard; Westminster Abbay; Wesley's Chapel and Museum; Bunhill Fields; 5t. Poul's Cothedral.
* The delightful spa city of Bath with its Roman Baths, built around Britain’s enly hot mineral springs and Tewkesbury, heme of the

world's smaollest Baptist chapel.
# Dxford and 5. Margoret's Church, the Bodleion Library and Regant’s Park Collage home to Baptists ot Oxford,
» Badford and sites associoted with John Bunyan including the John Bunyan Museum and his birthploce in Elstow
» Olnay, whare John Newton, the author of Amazing Grace, lived and worked
# Kettaring and Fuller Baptist Church where the Baptist Missionary Society was formad, :
o Moulton, where Williom Carey had his first postorate and his vision that showed him he must toke the gespel to the whole world.
& Tour Cambridge and the famous university, including @ visit to King's College - founded by Henry VI in 1441,

“I enthusiastically endorse the BWA and pledge my support. | urge you fa do 50 os well, | know of few orgonizations ocross the
waorld which minister as effectively os the Baphist World Allignce. At imes, in fod, it has been the only channel through which
ossistance could be given to churches in hostile countries.”
Billy Grahom, Founder, Billy Groham Evangelistic Association
. through the BWA the voice of Baptists for freedom of refigion is more strongly heard around fhc world,*
Warndo 5. Lee, Executive DirectorTreasurer, Waman's Missionory Union, Birminghom
Registrofion Deadline — Jonuary 15, 2005
For more information log on to www.bwatours.com/bgct

or call 214-828-5220

STANDARD
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It’s checkup time

12 questions can help you
determine planning needs

This is the time to give your es-
tate plan a checkup. Like periodic
healthcare checkups, it is wise to
take preventative measures to give
your estate plan a checkup.

Laurie Valentine, our
trust counsel, recom-
mends a checkup at least
every three to five years,
or when circumstances
in your life change.
Examples of changed
circumstances are mar-
riages, divorces, births,
deaths, serious illnesses,
inheritances and reloca-

®tions to another state.
Below is an estate
planning checklist we
trust will be helpful. If, upon
completion of the checkup, you
need assistance in re-evaluating
your plan, please call Laurie toll-
free. She has practiced law for 22
# years, and estate planning is one of
her areas of expertise.

1 Do you have a will and/or a re-
vocable living trust? When did you
last review them?

1 Does your will name a guard-
ian for any minor children?

1Is the executor/executrix still
available and willing and able to
serve?

1 Have you considered the ben-

v
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efits you might attain from a revo-
cable living trust?

1 If you have a living trust, have
you titled appropriate assets in the
name of the trust?

1 Are you taking advantage of
the marital deduction to which you
might be entitled?

i Is your plan arranged
to maximize the advan-
tage of the exemption
equivalent?

1 Have you designated
in your documents chari-
table gifts to the causes
you wish to support be-
yond your lifetime?

- BHave you considered
charitable gifts that will
provide you lifetime pay-
ments, then benefit chari-
table causes?

1 Do you have a durable power of
attorney?

IHave you named -charitable
beneficiaries for unneeded life
insurance Or excess retirement
funds?

1 Have you consulted your finan-
cial advisors about your wishes?

Please give us the privilege of
assisting with your estate planning
checkup.

Barry Allen is president of the
Kentucky Baptist Foundation,
PO Box 436389, Louisville,
KY 40253, (888) 254-5701;
www.kybaptistfoundation.org

Nearly 35,000 children suffer from neglect each year,
according to the most recent reports. More than 5,000 of
Kentucky’s children are sexually abused, and 1,700 suffer
emotional abuse, according to the Kentucky Department

for Community Based Services.

KENTUCKY BAPTIST HOMES
FOR CHILDREN

At Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children, we talk a lot about

| child abuse, its effects and how we might prevent it. What we

really do, though, is help kids overcome it. Call us to
find out how you can help.

Life-Changing Ministries
for Children & Families

1-800-456-1386

www.kbhc.org _

Kudzu

Doug Marlette

/I ALWAYS HAVETROUBLE KEEPNG |
MY NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS ...

©2005 Tribune Media Services, Inc. All rights reserved.

MAYBE IF T DIDN'T CALL
THEM COMMANDMENTS *

Church of the Covered Dish

DID YOU NOTICE THAT L
QUOTED ALL THE TEXT IN
MY SERMON TODAY?

Bible Crosswords

Across

1 Diva’s defining moment

5 One who comes out, familiarly

8 Land measure

12 Preceding portrait or pity?

13 Mist (Scot.) i

14 What every word in the Bible is

15 American playwright

16 Stadium sound

17 Actress Daly

18 Imitate

20 Linking verb

22 Birthplace of Saul

25 “The Lord knoweth the

~ thoughts of man, that they are
" (Psalm 94:11)

29 “In Damascus the governor
under _____the king”

(2 Corinthians 11:32)

30 “For how can | ____to see the
evil that shall come unto my
people?” (Esther 8:6)

31 Wrongly (prefix)

32 Twelve-step gp.

33 “In lowliness of mind let
each ____ other better than
themselves” (Philippians 2:3)

37 French painter Pierre Auguste

41" my soul from their
destructions” (Psalm 35:17)

42 “Ye were without Christ, being
_____from the commonwealth
of Israel” (Ephesians 2:12)

43 Vlacuum tube (abbr.)

44 Father of Saul, king of Israel

45 He offered “a more excellent
sacrifice” than his brother

48 Exclamation of disbelief

50 Prophetess who awaited the
Messiah

Last week’s solution
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MY MEMORY ISN'T AS BAD
AS YOU THOUGHT, IS IT?

FORGOT YOUR BIBLE
AGAIN DIDN'T YOU?

Janet W. Adkins

9T A0

n

54 Used to be

55 Before (poet.)

56 “For thouarta ____ kinsman”
(Ruth 3:9)

57 Corn quantity (pl.)

58 NT book '

59 May be

Down

1 He succeeded his father, King
Abijam (1 Kings 15)

2 Area (abbr.)

3 ____ delaCite, in Paris

4 “But when thou makest
_._,callthe poor,
the maimed” (2 words,
Luke 14:13)

5 Use of force or threats

6 Historical period

7 “Letus ____ourselves valiantly
for our people”
(1 Chronicles 19:13)

8 Wait on

9 Walil

10 String of victories

11 Shoe width

19 “Of ___, the family of the
Punites” (Numbers 26:23)

21 Sprinted

22 Less spicy

23 Bail out of bed

24 Musical notations

26 Measures used worldwide
(abbr.)

27 “____up achild in the way he
should go” (Proverbs 22:6)

28 Parts of a century

34 0T book (abbr.)

35 Continent (abbr.)

36 _____-ammah, chief city of the
Philistines (2 Samuel 8:1)

37 Jacob served Laban seven
years for her

38 Father of Hophni and Phineas

39 Belonging to the first month,
the month in which Pur was
cast (Esther 3:7)

40 Whirlwind near the Faeroe
Islands

45 “Stand in ___, and sin not”

(Psalm 4:4)
46 Aunt of TV’'s Mayberry
47 “To ____is human”

49 Son of Jether
(1 Chronicles 7:38)

51 Born (Fr.)

52 Not (Scot.)

53 “Thou hast scattered thine
enemies with thy strong ___ "
(Psalm 89:10)
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Where to send help

At least two Baptist
agencies are collecting
funds specifically for
earthquake and tidal
wave relief:

1 IMB disaster
relief fund. Gifts
designated “Asia
Earthquake Disaster
Relief” can be mailed
to the International
Mission Board, Box
6767, Richmond, VA
23230. Money also
can be given online
at the IMB’s Web site,
www.imb.org. All funds
given will go to relief
efforts; none will be
used for administrative
costs.

1 Baptist World Aid.
Donations designated
“Asian Tidal Wave
Appeal” can be sent to
Baptist World Aid, c/o
Baptist World Alliance,
405 N. Washington St.,
Falls Church, VA 22046.
. For more information,
visit www.bwa.org.

Baptist disaster relief work starts in Southeast Asia

Continued from page 1

east and west. The waves killed tens
of thousands of people and sent mil-
lions fleeing to higher ground.

Coastal areas of Sri Lanka, India,
Indonesia, the Maldives and Malay-
sia took the brunt of the waves’ force
as tsunamis speeding as fast as 500
miles per hour blasted ashore, wip-
ing out everything in their path. The
quake’s force hit more than 3,000
miles away in Somalia, on the east
coast of Africa, where hundreds re-
portedly died.

While confirming Southern
Baptist missionary families in the
region had escaped the initial disas-
ter, SBC International Mission Board
relief specialists began contacting
regional governments, U.N. disaster
officials and other agencies about
how best to respond—immediately
and in the long term.

“We want to help people im-
mediately; that’s always our first
instinct,” the relief worker stressed.
“But we don’t want to be just anoth-
er relief agency. We want our work
to have a face. We want to establish
relationships so they see us as indi-
viduals who love and care.”

The worker is requesting an ini-
tial $125,000 in Southern Baptist
disaster relief funds for aid in Thai-
land, Sri Lanka and other parts of
Southeast Asia.

“That will help us get a lot start-
ed, but until we go in and get on the
ground, it’s hard to say how much
we’ll need,” he said.

A “ton of relief agencies” will
work in the devastated areas of
Sri Lanka and India, which have
appealed for international aid, he
said. IMB workers hope to help meet

DEVASTATION A bus litters the landscape in Phuket, Thailand. Survivors and rescuers
are battling through the devastation left by sea surges that killed as many as 155,000
people on Asia’s southern shores. Baptist relief agencies already are responding with
relief and medical assistance. (© 2004 Visual/ZUMA Press photo by Danny Avison)

critical needs there after the first
wave of responders leave. In the
meantime, they plan to focus on
hard-hit areas in countries that have
not yet requested assistance—includ-
ing Indonesia.

IMB President Jerry Rankin, who
served as a missionary in the region,
also issued a call to prayer and re-
sponse:

“We are trusting Southern Bap-
tists to respond with an outpouring
of support to undergird the relief
and rehabilitation projects that will
follow in the days and weeks ahead,”
he said. “We need to pray for the vic-
tims who have lost homes and loved
ones, and pray that the compassion
and love of Christ can be expressed

and communicated through our
ministries.”

Tremors from the quake could
be felt thousands of miles from the
epicenter in the Indian Ocean.

Some tragedies averted

Some tragedies were averted by
the timing of the waves. A mission-
ary family vacationing at one of the
hardest-hit beaches had left one
day before the quake. A missionary
on the water in southern Thailand
when the tsunami raced ashore
escaped danger. The seawall at a
school in one area was destroyed by
a wave that might have killed many
children of missionaries if the
school had been in session.

) Dav1d Garrison, IMB regional
leader for South Asia, reported that
many Christians live in Tamil Nadu,
the eastern Indian state hit hard by
the tsunamis.

“We’re in a watch, pray and
prepare-to-respond mode,” he said.
“Even during such a difficult time,
there is an opportunity to share the
Father’s love and to witness to peo-
ple about the most valuable thing
that we can have: eternal life.”

Baptist World Aid, the relief and
development arm of the Baptist
World Alliance, allocated an initial
$25,000 for relief work in the affect-
ed Asian countries, working with
and through the local indigenous
leaders.

BWAid and Hungarian Baptist
Aid Medical and Relief Teams left for
Colombo, Sri Lanka, on Dec. 27, just
a day after the quake

The Medical and Relief Team will
assist the victims of the disaster
among those who live in the most
affected areas in Sri Lanka, using
$110,000 worth of medicines and
medical supplies, a donation from -
Hungary.

BWAIid Director Paul Montacute
requested an urgent response ﬁ‘om
Baptists worldwide.

“I'hope and pray that the resourc-
es will come so that we can respond
positively to the requests from our
Baptist leaders and workers from
the affected area.”

BOWLING UNITED INDUSI'RIB

W

www.BUIchurch.com
1-800-446-7400 Steeples
P.O. Box 2250 » Danville, Virginia 24541

Ligm

The faculty, staff and students of Oneida Baptist Institute
would like to thank all of our friends who have ...

€ Supported us financially.
€ Volunteered on our campus.

4 Told others about our ministry in 2004.
€ Donated items to our school.

€ Referred students to us.
€ Visited our campus.

4 Prayed for us.

We pray for you a most blessed holiday season!

Dr. W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist Institute,
PO Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www.oneidaschool.org

The angel choir
sings glad tidings
of the Savior’s birth
in Oneida Baptist
Institute’s ‘Journey
to Bethlehem” 2004,
sponsored by the
school’s FFA.

CCC and WPA

Old bench is a reminder to
Clear Creek of tougher days

The Civilian Conservation Corps
and the Works Progress Administra-
tion helped America address some
of the difficulties during the Great
Depression. Clear Creek still has
reminders of these agencies.

I've walked the remains of a
CCC-constructed road; it
runs from the Bear Trail
married housing homes
behind three of our fac- |-
ulty homes toward Pine
Mountain State Park. Al-
deen Lancaster of Leitch-
field remembers living in
this area as a child when
her father worked with
the CCC camp.

We also have a wood
bench produced by WPA
workers. James Pinkley, director
of missions for Bell County from
1962 to 1972, recently returned it
to Clear Creek when he and Mrs.
Pinkley moved to a new Louisville
residence. “I had taught some for a
professor at Clear Creek and Presi-
dent Aldridge wanted me to have
the stool,” James said. “I thought
the school would want this unique
item from their past.”

The bench is a 24-inch long half
section of a 12-inch wide chestnut
tree. Four legs, each an inch and a
half in diameter, inserted into the
round underside, support it. The

CLear CReek
CHRUNICLE

workers removed the bark, but the
potential for a splinter remains.

The WPA was established in
1935, “and by June 30, 1943, when
it was officially terminated, the
WPA had employed more than
8,500,000 different persons in
1,410,000 individual projects, and
had spent about $11 billion,” ac-
cording to a University of Indiana
library Web site.

Bro. Pinkley said Dr.
Aldridge told him stu-
dents used the bench
during the summer Bible
institutes. The two-week

institutes continued
until 1943 when the
preacher’s school cur-

riculum was expanded
to an eight-month, three-
year program. Former
employee Melvin Money
remembers several of the benches
still in use in Kelly Hall when he
began employment in 1950.

This reminder of tougher days
is a radical contrast to the con- *
“toured seats with desktops and
backs we now use in our modern
classroom building. Some things
haven’t changed: the centrality
of Christ, the Word of God, God’s
call to service, a school prepared to
train the God-called, and friends
who make it possible.
Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
KY 40977, (606) 337-3196

hitiake
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SERIOUS CONCERNS

is Big News these Days!

* How much financial

i ' : ; : liability can your church
LifeWay Bus Sales has the solution—a 15-passenger  bear?
mini-hus that meets Federal safety standards. * Insurance rates are
going up!
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+ Steel Construction replacement deadlines
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up to 42 Passengers! +Charitable Otganizaﬁons
Buses are rovlded for LifeWay by ¥ and ch“d'rmponaﬁon
CARPENTER BUS SALES |
Nation’s #1 Church Bus Dealer

Businesses are at Risk!

~ 1-800-370-6180 » carpenterbus.com
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Bush Iawyers’file brief in
Ten GCommandments case

By Robert Marus
Associated Baptist Press

Washington (ABP)—Two friend-of-
the-court briefs filed recently in
the U.S. Supreme Court present
differing views on the role of the
Ten Commandments in American

history and whether government

entities can display them.

The Bush administration, repre- -

sented by the Justice Department,
and a group of religious leaders, led
by the Baptist Joint Committee for
Religious Liberty and the Interfaith
Alliance, have filed briefs in two
highly anticipated cases involving
government displays of the Deca-
logue.

In early December, Bush ad-
ministration officials submitted a
brief in McCreary County, Ky. vs.
ACLU. The Baptist Joint Committee
submitted its brief to the Supreme
Court about a week later in Van Or-
den vs. Perry, a Texas case.

In the Texas case, BJC General
Counsel Holly Hollman and Univer-
sity of Texas Law School professor
Doug Laycock ask the high court to
overturn a decision delivered last
year by the 5th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals.

In it, a threejudge panel ruled
unanimously that a granite monu-
ment.of the Protestant translation
of the Ten Commandments, located
on the grounds of the Texas Capitol
in Austin, does not violate the First
Amendment’s ban on government
establishment of religion.

In that ruling, Judge Patrick
Higginbotham, writing for the
court, said the commandments
monument had a secular purpose
in teaching about the history of the
development of the state’s legal sys-
tem, and could not be viewed by a
reasonable observer as an endorse-
ment of religion.

But the BJC brief argues that the
display, as it currently exists, can-
not be viewed as simply or primar-
ily secular in its purpose or effects.

Lawyers address Kentucky case

The Bush administration’s brief
came in McCreary County, Ky.
vs. ACLU. In that case, a divided
panel of the 6th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals found in late 2003 that
Ten Commandments displays in
courthouses and a school district in
three different Kentucky counties
violated the First Amendment.

The majority judges said the dis-
plays were not erected with a suf-
ficiently secular purpose and that
they appeared to endorse religion,
even though they had later been
modified to incorporate legal and
historical documents beyond the
commandments.

In the Bush administration
brief, Acting Solicitor General
Paul Clement and a group of Jus-
tice Department attorneys argue
that the Kentucky displays do not
violate the First Amendment, in
part because “justices of this court,
decisions of lower courts, and the
writings of countless historians and
academics have long recognized
the significant influence that the
Ten Commandments have had on
the development of American law.

“As this court has repeatedly rec-

Another controversy?

WEARING A STATEMENT Covington County, Ala., Presiding Circuit
Court Judge Ashley McKathan stands beside his judicial robe
listing the Ten Commandments. (RNS photo by G.M. Andrews)

Judge wears commandments on robe

Andalusia, Ala. (RNS)—A rural Alabama judge began wear-
ing a robe embroidered with the Ten Commandments to
court last month, in his own way echoing the statement
made by the state Supreme Court chief justice ousted over
a Ten Commandments display.

Covington County Presiding Circuit Court Judge Ash-
ley McKathan said he ordered the robe and had it embroi-
dered using his own money. He said he was standing up
for his own personal religious convictions.

“Truth is an absolute value,” McKathan said, “and you
can’t divorce the law from the truth. I feel we must resist
the modern attempts to discount the truth.”

- Roy Moore lost his job as Alabama’s top jurist in late
2003 for defying a federal court order calling for removal
of a stone monument of the Ten Commandments that he
ordered placed in the rotunda of the state Supreme Court
building.

Moore’s monument became a focal point for nation-
wide debate over religion’s place in government.

ognized, the political and legal his-
tory of the United States is infused
with religious influences, and the
(First Amendment’s) establishment
clause does not require government
to ignore or minimize that reality,”
they argue.

The Justice Department officials
also decry one of the requirements
set forth for such displays by the
lower court. “To hold, as the court
of appeals did here, that any ac-
knowledgement of religious history
must be accompanied by elaborate
disclaimers or explanations be-
speaks a fundamental hostility to
or suspicion of religion that has no
place in establishment clause juris-
prudence,” they contend.

The U.S. Supreme Court often
hears cases to resolve conflicting
decisions between different ap-
peals-court circuits.

These cases mark the first time
since 1980 that the high court has
dealt with the issue of Ten Com-
mandments displays on govern-
ment property.

That year, the court ruled un-
constitutional a Kentucky law re-
quiring public schools to post the
commandments on the walls of
each classroom. '

Since then, lower federal courts
have developed a hodge-podge of
rules on allowing Ten Command-
ments displays in public settings.

The justices will hear arguments
in the cases March 2 and are ex-
pected to render decisions before
the court adjourns in July.
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How 10

BecomE A
CHRISTIAN

By Hershael York

Perhaps the most
troubling aspect of
the tsunamis that
devastated Asia Dec.

26 and cost the lives

of more than 150,000
people is that some
scientists who monitor
seismic activity knew a
tidal wave was moving,
but they had no way
of warning the people
who were in danger.

God’s Word tells
us that judgment is
coming against the
world’s sinfulness. He
has warned us and
told us how to escape
and have a personal
relationship with Him.
The Bible says:

1 Heaven is a free
gift (Romans 6:23). No
one can earn it, buy it
or deserve it.

1 All people are
sinners (Romans 3:23)
and incapable of saving
themselves. Our good
deeds are still far
short of God’s perfect
standard (Isaiah 64:6).

1God is loving
(1 John 4:16), but God
is just and must punish
sin (Exodus 34:7).

1 Jesus is the only
way we can escape
God’s judgment and
experience God’s love
(John 14:6). He is God,
but He became a man
and lived a sinless life
so He could pay the
penalty for our sins
in His crucifixion and
resurrection.

1 The way you
receive this gift is
by faith—simply
believing that Jesus
died specifically for
you. Pray to Him and
ask Him to forgive you
of your sins (Acts 20:
21) and come into your
heart as your Savior
and Lord.

After trusting
Christ, being baptized
in a Bible-teaching
church will help you
grow in your new faith
as you learn how to live
for God, knowing that
you need not fear His
judgment any more.

Hershael York, president of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention,
is pastor of Buck Run Baptist
Church in Frankfort and

a professor and associate

dean at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in
Louisville

B ASHLAND—Gordon Fort, the South-
ern Baptist International Mission
Board’s vice president for overseas
operations, was the guest speaker at
Rose Hill Church Dec. 19.

B AUBURN—New Friendship Church
recently called John Birchett Jr. as
pastor.

B BOAZ—Wice Church recently called
Michael Suiter as pastor.

M BRONSTON—Quinton Church will
host the Oneida Choir in concert Jan.
23, 11 a.m., and will host the South-
ern gospel group Young Harmony
Jan. 28, 7 p.m.

B EAST BERNSTADT—First Church
will host a marriage conference Jan.
2223 with Danny AKin, president
of Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C,, as
guest speaker. For information, call
(606) 843-6211.

‘| m GREENVILLE—E.W. Greenwalt recent-

ly resigned as pastor of Woodland
Church.

MounTains 10 THE VlissISSIPPI

COMPILED BY STAFF

B GRAY HAWK—Gray Hawk Church
recently called Everett Van Zant as
pastor. : -
W HENDERSON—Immanuel Church
honored Lucy Rhoads Villinies Dec.
19 for her 90th birthday. She played
the organ in the morning worship
service.

HLOUISVILLE-Lena Hamon, who
served 20 years as secretary of Mid-
dletown First Church, died Dec.5
at age 92. She was a member of the
congregation more than 60 years.
Preceded in death by her husband,
Hamon is survived by three children
and one grandchild.

H ONEIDA—Herb Case recently re-
signed as pastor of New Prospect
Church.

B PADUCAH—First Church recently
honored Bob and Clara Dillinger on
their 50th wedding anniversary.

B PAINTSVILLE—Daniel Lucas recently
resigned as First Church’s minister
to students.

100-year-old seminary alumnus
receives overdue master’s degree

Fort Worth, Texas (BP)—Three
months shy of his 101st birthday,
Eugene Florence was awarded his
master of divinity degree from
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary during a special segment
of the school’s recent winter com-
mencement service.

Florence was born on Feb. 29,
1904. He began taking classes at
Southwestern’s so-called “Negro
extension centers” in 1943 when he
was 39 years old. The extension cen-
ters offered only four credit hours
during any one semester, and the
classes were held on Tuesday and
Thursday nights. It took him eight
years to fulfill the requirements of
the degree.

Prior to 1951, Southwestern
did not make its master’s degree
program available to African-Ameri-
cans. The extension centers were
started in 1940 on the seminary’s
Fort Worth campus, and in churches
across the state.

“We went back and were able to
get verification of his records, so we
really knew he had done the work,”
Southwestern Seminary President
Paige Patterson explained. “We were
able to say, ‘Hey, look, he earned it,
so let’s give it to him."”

After presenting more than 290
diplomas and degrees, Patterson
noted that “one tragic mistake” in
Southern Baptist Convention his-

tory was “a very sad position with
regard to race (that) was unbiblical,
ungodly and unchristian in every
way.”

“It is one thing to make a bad
mistake; it is another thing to never
come to the point where you say, ‘We
were wrong.’ I am very grateful that
the Southern Baptist Convention
some years ago came to that point
where we said, ‘We were wrong.” We
have confessed that.”

Patterson said Florence “had
done everything that all the other
students had done to earn a master’s
degree. But, you see, we didn’t give
master’s degrees in those days to
men of color. What a tragedy.

“There is no way, of course, that
Southwestern Seminary can go back
and atone for all of its mistakes in
days gone by,” he added. “But we can
do at least one thing to say to all of
the watching world, ‘We are sorry
for where we got it wrong.” ... So,
our trustees and our faculty voted
to change the degree that Eugene
Florence received there in 1951 from
the diploma to a master of divinity
degree.”

Florence, who has been a preach-
er for 65 years, made his way to the
platform as the crowd stood with
extended applause.

“I feel good about it,” Florence
said. “It was so long coming; I never
did think it would come.”

BOARD OFFICERS The Kentucky Baptist Foundation board of directors elected

&

officers during its recent meeting. Board officers for 2005 are (from left) Barry
Allen, treasurer; Laurie Valentine, assistant secretary; Shirley Spalding, secretary;
Mike Melloan, vice chairman; and Charles Barnes, chairman.

r

Z" KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION

@KBC CaLENDAR oF EVENnTs

January

13-15 Shepherding the Shepherd
Conference, Lexington.

25 Pastors’ Forum, Severns Valley
Baptist Church, Elizabethtown.

27-28 Quarterly Prayer Meeting for
Spiritual Awakening, Maple Grove
Baptist Church, Louisville.

28-29 Preschool/Children’s Ministry
Meeting, Trinity Baptist Church,
Lexington.

February

4-5 Great Commission Prayer
Conference, Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louisville.

11-12 Deacon/Pastor/Spouse Retreat,
Cave City Convention Center.

15 Regional Annuity Conference,
Baptist Building, Middletown.

15 Regional Annuity Conference, Living
Hope Baptist Church, Bowling
Green.

17 Regional Annuity Conference,
Broadway Baptist Church, .
Lexington.

17 Regional Annuity Conference, First
Baptist Church, Hazard.

19 All-State Youth Choir/Orchestra
Auditions, Eastwood Baptist
Church, Bowling Green.

26 All-State Youth Choir/Orchestra
Auditions, Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louisville.

26 Regional Keyboard Festival, First
Baptist Church, Murray.

26 Regional Keyboard Festival,
Eastwood Baptist Church, Bowling
Green.

28-March 1 Kentucky Baptist
Evangelism Conference, Valley View
Baptist Church, Louisville.

- 19 Youth Bible Drill & Speakers

March

4-5 Creative Ministries Festival 2005,
St. Matthews Baptist Church,
Louisville.

5 All-State Youth Choir/Orchestra
Auditions, Sand Springs Baptist
Church, Lawrenceburg.

5 RA Congress Region 3 & 7, White
Plains Baptist Church, Scottsville.

5 RA Congress Region 5, Mays Lick
Baptist Church, Mays Lick.

5 RA Congress Region 8A, Oakland
Ave. Baptist Church, Catlettsburg.

5 Ring & Share—East, Sand Springs
Baptist Church, Lawrenceburg.

5 VBS Clinic, Calvary Baptist Church,
Lexington. ;

11-12 Creative Ministries Festival 2005,
Hillvue Baptist Church, Bowling a
Green.

12 All-State Youth Choir/Orchestra
Auditions, First Baptist Church,
Hopkinsville.

12 RA Congress Region 1, Lone Oak
First Baptist Church, Paducah.

12 RA Congress Region 3,

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church,
Shepherdsuville.

12 RA Congress Region 7, Stanford
Baptist Church.

12 Ring & Share—West, First Baptist
Church, Hopkinsville.

12 VBS Clinic, First Baptist Church,
Owensboro.

18-19 Youth Bible Drill & Speakers
Tournament, Cedarmore.

19 RA Congress Region 2, First Baptist
Church, Hopkinsville.

19 RA Congress Region 6, Red House
Baptist Church, Richmond.

Tournament, Jonathan Creek.

For more information, call (888) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org

FOR SALE: Religious books
(thousands). Send e-mail for list:
dudley@dam.net. Evangelist Bill
Dudley, 1116 Lacy Drive, Lebanon,
MO 65536. (417) 532-2665.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for
First Baptist Church, Zeigler, Ill., a
friendly, mission-minded congrega-
tion. Please send resumés to: Dale
Rhodes, chairman, Pastor Search
Committee, 101 Maple St., Zeigler,
1L 62999.

SEEKING: Full-time youth/educa-
tion minister. Hopedale Baptist is a
growing church located in the fast-
est growing community in South-
west Missouri. We are looking for a
person with great relational skills
who is willing to be a part of a close,
hard-working team. This is a once-in-
alifetime opportunity for God’s per-
son. We are praying for you and your
family right now. We will accept re-
sumés through Jan. 30, 2005. Please
send to: Hopedale Baptist Church,
5370 N State Highway NN, Ozark,
MO 65721, Attn: Terry Kendrick.

SEEKING: Full-time office man-
ager for a fast-growing, 600-member
church in Lexington, Ky., to assist
the pastoral staff and congregation
in their administrational needs.
Two years of related experience is
required with proficiency in Word,
Excel and desktop publishing. Salary
and benefits are negotiable. E-mail
resumé towddowns@insightbb.com,
or fax to (859) 335-3137, attn: Person-
nel Committee. Respond by 1/15/05.

CLassiFiep Aps

SEEKING: An experienced pastor
to lead this missions-focused church
located in a growing community.
Referrals are welcome and encour-
aged. Send resumé with references,
in confidence, by Jan. 31, 2005, to:
Ballardsville Baptist Church, 4300 S
Highway 53, Crestwood, KY 40014,
Attn: Search Team.

SEEKING: Full-time youth/
children’s pastor. Please send resu-
mé to: Search Committee, PO Box
239, LaCenter, KY 42056.

SEEKING: Part-time youth min-
ister. Edgewood Baptist Church in
Nicholasville, Ky., is seeking a per-
son for Wednesday evenings and
Sunday worship services. Call: (859)
885-6211, or send resumé to church
at 717 South Main St., Nicholasville,
KY 40356.

SEEKING: Parttime youth min-
ister (paid position; grades 6-12)
for Mexico Baptist Church in rural
western Kentucky. Also seeking a
part-time music minister. Average
Sunday school attendance: 135.
Send resumé to MBC Youth Council,
175 Mexico Road, Marion, KY 42064,
Attn: Brent Highfil, or call (270) 965-
2149. turnerchandler@hotmail.com.

SERVICE: America’s fastest-grow-
ing Christian long distance com-
pany. 3.9 cents/minute; no monthly
fees; no codes or restrictions; 6
second billing; 250,000 happy cus-
tomers. Toll-free: (866) 587-8346 or
www.covenantphoneservice.com.
Home agents needed.
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release potentially carcino-
genic particles that could
cause lung cancer, according
to Dutch researchers who pub-
lished their findings in the De-
cember issue of the European
Respiratory Journal.

“The exposures are worri-
some, not so much for the occa-
sional churchgoer but priests,
choirs and other people work
ing in churches (who) may have
significant exposure,” Theo de
Kok, author of the Maastricht
University study, told the Re-
uters news agency.

Scientists found the air
inside Maastricht’s Basilica of
Our Lady exceeded standards
set by the European Union as
healthy.

After nine hours of candle-
burning in the Basilica’s small
chapel, the level of fine par-
ticulate matter increased five-
fold. Meanwhile, in the main
basilica, a simulated service
with incense increased pollu-
tion four-fold.

By comparison, an average
traffic intersection had only
about one-twelfth the same lev-
el of pollution as the basilica
after the use of incense..

‘Worse, scientists also found

' “very high concentrations” of
polycyclic aromatic hydrocar-
bons, which are known to be
carcinogenic, along with vari-
ous types of free radicals.

Free radicals emitted from
burning candles and incense
raised concern because they
begin the formation process of
cancerous tumors.

De Kok has called for re-
search into whether priests,
monks and those who are in
church regularly are more
likely to have lung disease.

He also suggested improv-
ing church ventilation, using
fewer candles or switching to
electric candles.

By Shannon Baker
Maryland/Deleware Baptist Life

Nashville  (BP)—Award-winning
Christian songwriter and recording
artist Steven Curtis Chapman says
he remembers his “aha moment,”
when the gospel of Jesus Christ
became clear to him.

“I have spent most of my life
wrestling with the depth of Scrip-
ture—which is endless and eter-
nal—with how I am to grab a hold
of it with just the vapor of my life,”
said Chapman, whose music has re-

ceived 47 Dove Awards, four Gram-
mys, an American Music Award and

41 No. 1 radio hits.

Despite his success, however, he
said the “aha moment” came when
he and his wife, Mary Beth, adopted

their daughter Shaohannah from

China.

“Until we adopted Shaohannah, .

I didn’t fully understand the depth

of what Jesus has done for us,” .

Chapman said. “(Without Christ)

I was hopeless, without a future, -
without a name ... then Jesus came '
into my life, gave me hope and a fu-

ture. He gave me a new name.”
Chapman borrows the term “vis-

ible gospel” from Christian author -

John Piper to describe adopton.

“Adoption is the perfect picture
of what God has done for each of us'
in making us His children through'

Christ,” Chapman said.

Pausing to let it all sink in, he

added, “God’s done amazing things
in our family. Without a doubt,

adoption has been the most pro--

found experience in God.”

Three plus three

The Chapmans first experienced
adoption through the prompting

of their oldest daughter, Emily. Al-
ready with three children of their
own—Emily, Caleb and Will—the
Chapmans adopted Shaohannah,
now 5, in March 2000. Three years
later, they brought home Stevey
Joy Ru, now 2, and in the summer
of 2004, they adopted Maria Sue,
age 1. All three adopted.daughters

FATHER’S LOVE Singer Steven Curtis Chapman kisses one of his adopted daughters.

Chapman and his wife, Mary Beth, have adopted three girls from China in recent .
. years, doubling the number of children in the family.

came from China. ;

In addition, the Chapmans
began “Shaohannah’s Hope,” a
nonprofit organization based in
McLean, Va., that provides informa-
tion and assistance to people who
want to adopt but lack the financial
resources.

“There are'a lot of people who
have room at their table but not
room in their wallet for another
family member,” Chapman ac
knowledged. “Yet, there are rough-
ly 34 million orphans around the
world.

“If God can adopt us into His
family and call us His own, it is our
hope that others consider following
His example by adopting a ‘father-
less’ child into their families.”

To raise awareness about adop-
tion, the Chapmans co-authored
their first children’s picture
book, “Shaoey & Dot: Bug Meets

Bundle.” This first installment
in a series about adoption retells
Shaohannah’s adoption adventure
in a whimsical way. A portion of the
proceeds of the book will support
Shaohannah’s Hope.

Chapman concedes that the
adoptions also have inspired his
newest project, “All Things New,”
his 14th record with Sparrow Re-
cords. The CD debuted in Septem-
ber.

The Chapmans’
been noticed.

The Chapmans were honored in
the Angels in Adoption Program,
sponsored by the Congressional
Coalition on Adoption Institute.
The nonprofit, nonpartisan orga-
nization is dedicated to raising
awareness about foster children in
the U.S. and the millions of orphans
around the world in need of perma-
nent, safe and loving homes. -

efforts have

Family credits worldwide prayer for daughter surviving rahies

Fond Du Lac, Wis. (RNS)—When
a brown bat fell into the aisle dur-
ing a Mass at St. Patrick’s Catholic
Church, 15yearold Jeanna Giese
didn’t hesitate to scoop it up and
hurry it outdoors to freedom. The
soft-hearted teen was well-known
for rescuing creatures in need.

But a bite or a scratch, so tiny it
seemed insignificant, resulted in a
fight for her life, with a recovery so
triumphant that Christians around
the world have deemed it a miracle
made possible by the connecting
power of the Internet. ¥

Medical experts say Jeanna is
the first person in the history of
recorded medicine to have survived
a fullblown case of human rabies
without having been given an initial
series of anti-rabies injections.

Her father, John Giese, explains

the recovery this way: He simply
called people to say, “We need to
start praying—if there’s anything
you can do to think about her.”

From there, “it snowballed.” Jean-
na’s story turned global through In-
ternet prayer chains.

Dr. Charles Rupprecht, the lead-
ing expert on rabies at the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
in Atlanta, called the recovery a
miracle.

“By all indications, she’s cleared
of infection,” Rupprecht said in Mil-
waukee. “What makes it historic is
that she’s the first.”

100 percent fatal

When Jeanna picked up the bat
on Sept. 12, her parents thought it
was just another act of kindness by
their animal-loving daughter.

But around Oct. 13, Jeanna be-
gan experiencing initial symptoms:
malaise, fever and a headache. By
the time she was admitted two days
later to Children’s Hospital of Wis-
consin in Milwaukee, she suffered
from double vision, had slurred
speech and was losing conscious-
ness. The CDC confirmed the worst.
Jeanna was diagnosed with human
rabies.

“Rabies is considered 100 percent
fatal,” said Rodney Willoughby, a
pediatric infectious disease special-
ist at Children’s Hospital. “We didn’t
have much to offer.”

Using a maverick approach they
called an informed gamble, the
teen’s medical team put Jeanna into
a coma to protect her brain and give
her immune system “time to catch
up.” On the third day she was start-

ed on a “cocktail” of four drugs, one
that needed CDC approval.

While Jeanna was in the coma,
her mother, Ann, read her daughter
e-mailed letters of prayer and hope
that came from around the world.

John Radetski, a priest at St
Patrick’s Church, cautions against
calling his parishioner’s recovery
a “miracle” based on a quantity of
prayers. He said conversations with
God should be in the context of ser-
vitude and seeking God’s will.

“I don’t think this happened
because some kind of prayer quota
was filled.”

Prayers can be directed at heal-
ing, but humans don’t call the shots,
he added. “But when God worked a
healing through Jeanna, it was for
the glory of God and for people to
witness His saving grace.”

Christian vocalist
Steven Curtis Chapman

Using a maverick
approach, the
teen’s medical
team put Jeanna
Giese into a coma
to protect her
brain and give her
immune system
“time to catch up.”
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