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Poll: Pastors 
call Billy Graham 
and Rick Warren 
most influential 

Ventura, Calif. (BP)-Billy Gra­
ham and Rid< Warren hold the 
top two spots on a survey-based 
·1ist of leaders who pastors say 
have the greatest influence on 
churches. 

Barna Research Group asked 
pastors to name three individu­
als whom they believe have the 
greatest influence on churches 
and church leaders in America. 

The pastors listed more than 
300 different names, but just 10 
of those leaders were chosen by 
4 percent.or more of the minis-
ters, Barna said. • 

Graham was chosen by 34 
percent of respondents, Warren 
by 26 percent. President Bush 
was named by 14 percent of 
pastors, and James Dobson was 
selected by 11 percent. Others 
on the list, in order, were Bill 
Hybels (9 percent), T.D. Jakes. (7 
percent), John Maxwell (6 per­
cent), George Barna (5 percent), 
Pope John Paul II (5 percent) 
and Max Lucado (4 percent). 

Graham led among main­
line, Baptist and Pentecostal 
pastors. The December survey 
was based on phone interviews 
with 614 senior pastors from 
various denominations. 

Pastors also were asked to 
rank individuals they believed 
would be the most trusted 
spokesperson for Christianity, 
and again, Graham topped the 
list with 58 percent of pastors 
naming him. Dobson was sec­
ond with 20 percent, followed 
by Warren with 14 percent. 

PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

'Emergent' churches 

VINTAGE21 Matthew Ballard listens to a sermon during a service at Vintage21, a church in Raleigh, N.C., that targets young adults. 
"We think our generation learns by story and by image, " said Pastor Tyler Jones, 29. (RNS photo by Travis Long) 

Movement uses new ways to reach visual generation 
By Yonat Shimron 
Religion News Service 

Raleigh, N.C. (RNS)-As a scene 
from the sci-fi blockbuster "The Ma­
trix" unfolds on the screen, a group 
of young people huddle together 
mouthing the words. 

They're dressed casually in jeans, 
flannel shirts and consignment 
dresses. Around them are exposed 
brick walls and pipes crisscrossing 
the ceiling. 

This might be a club for aspiring 
moviemakers, or maybe just movie 
buffs. 

But as soon as the lights come 
on people bow their heads, pray to 
Jesus and dig into the New Testa­
ment book of Hebrews, the theme 
of which, the world beyond, echoes 
that of the futuristic movie. 

Welcome to Vintage21, a post­
modern church where movie clips, 
digital videos and original songs 
start each Sunday service. 

"We think our generation learns 
by story and by image," said Tyler 
Jones, the 29-year-old pastor. "If 
you give us a piece of paper to read, 
we're less likely to remember that." 

Inside: Emergent leader Brian 
McLaren to speak at KBC Evangelism 
Conference. Page 7. 

Vintage21 is part of a movement 
known as the "emerging church" 
that is cropping up throughout the 
nation. Made up of people in their 
20s and 30s, these new churches 
aim to experience God in creative 
ways. They draw people who appre­
ciate icons and architecture but are 
also conversant in the 21st-century 
multimedia-whether it's .using the 
O See Emergent movement .. . Page 7 

Shepherds put sheep first, Blackaby tells conference participants 

HENRY BLACKABY The author of "Experiencing God" told pastors they can't hold 
• onto their rights and their calling to be shepherds. "Self can't be at the center of your 

life if you 're going to be a shepherd." (KBC photo by Larry Brannin) 

By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

Lexington-The man whose "Ex­
periencing God" study became an 
international best seller advised 
Kentucky Baptist pastors to embrace 
God's heartfelt concern for His 
people. 

Speal<ing Jan. 14 at the annual 
"Shepherding the Shepherd" confer­
ence, Henry Blackaby told about 300 
pastors and spouses that failing to 
deny self and pick up Christ's cross 
are primary deterrents to ministry. 

"When God lays His heart over 
yours, you're going to have a heart 
for people," Blackaby said. "Self 
can't be the center of your life if 
you're going to be a shepherd. 

"Jesus didn't cling to His rights to 
shepherd people. He gave them over 
to the Father," Blackaby added. "If 
we're not careful, we're going to ask 
the sheep to lay down their life for 
the shepherd." 

Blackaby was the keynote speaker 
for this year's Shepherding the Shep­
herd conference. The annual event, 
organized by the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's leadership develop­
ment department, is designed to 
help pastors recharge their batter­
ies. It is co-sponsored by Kentucky 
Baptist Healthcare Systems. 

In addition to Blackaby, other 
speakers at the conference included 
Blackaby's son, Richard, president 
of the Canadian Southern Baptist 
Seminary; Michael Whitson, pastor 
of First ·Baptist Church of Indian 
Trail, N.C.; and Jay Wolf, pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Montgomery, 
Ala. 

In his talk, "When God Grants His 
Heart for Shepherding," Blackaby 
recalled becoming the pastor of a 
Canadian church that had dwindled 
to 10 members and was on the verge 
of disbanding. 
O See Shepherds put sheep .. . Page 3 
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Former Southern 
VP Songer dies, 77 SBC leaders pursue 'alternative' to BWA 

Louisville-Harold 
Songer, 77, former vice 
president of academic 
affairs for Southern 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, 
died Sunday. 

Songer, who retired 
in 1992, also was 
a senior professor 
of New Testament 
interpretation at 
Southern. 

He wrote the 
"Commentary 
on James" in the 
Broadman Bible 
Commentary and many 
articles for professional 
journals. 

He also served as 
chairman and member 
of evaluation teams for 
accreditation for the 
Southern Asso<;:iation 
of Colleges and Schools 
and the Association of 
Theological Schools in 
the United States and 
Canada. 

His funeral service 
was scheduled to be 
held Tuesday, Jan. 25, 
at Crescent Hill Baptist 
Church, where he was 
a member. 

He is survived by 
his wife, Florence 
Rains Songer; son, 
Christopher Songer; 
and a sister, Irene Laffe 
of Jacksonville, Fla. 

Washington- Southern Baptist 
Convention leader Richard Land 
announced Jan. 18 that he and 
other Baptist leaders will meet in 
Warsaw, Poland, in July "to form 
a new alternative to the Baptist 
World Alliance." 

One day later, responding to 
BWA General Secretary Denton 
Lotz' concern that SBC leaders 
would take such action, Land said 
an alternative to BWA "does not 
mean another formal organiza­
tion." 

Lartd , president of the SBC Eth­
ics & Religious Liberty Commission, 
initially told a Washington audi­
ence, "I am· going to a meeting with 
other Southern Baptist leaders and • 
with Baptist leaders from around 
the world" to form an alternative 
to BWA. 

Southern Baptist leaders , who 
recommended the SBC withdraw 
last year from the BWA over an al­
leged "liberal drift," have said they , 
want to create an alternative· for 
"like-minded" Baptists. A July meet­
ing for world Baptist leaders would 
compete with the Baptist World 
Congress July 27-31 in Birmingham, 
England, when BWA will celebrate 
its 100th anniversary. 

Lotz: Don't further divide Baptists 
"I would hope that the SBC and 

its people would not further divide 
the Baptists of the world by trying 
to start a competitive organization 
to the Baptist World Alliance," 
BWA's Lotz told Associated Baptist 
Press. "It goes against everything 
they've told us in meetings that 
we've had-that they would not 
start another world organization." 

College elects president amid turmoil. Joe Aguillard, 47, 
was elected president of Louisiana College Jan. 17 after a 
marathon trustee meeting that included protesters and a 
last-minute alternate nominee. Aguillard, assistant profes­
sor and chair of the education division at the Louisiana 
Baptist school, was the favorite of the trustee board's 
conservative majority. But interim president John Traylor, 
76, also was nominated by moderate-leaning trustees and 
interviewed by the board. Aguillard was elected president 
on a 17-13 vote and assumed the presidency immediately. 
The embattled school already is on probation from its ac­
crediting agency for issues of academic freedom. Now it 
faces a lawsuit filed by alumni and former faculty mem­
bers over Aguillard's nomination and election. 

NAMB proposes VP changes. North American Mission 
Board President Robert Reccord announced key leadership 
changes Jan. 13. The moves include changing assignments 
for John Yarbrough, vice president of evangelization, and 
calling former NAMB trustee John Avant as his replace­
ment. Yarbrough, who served six years as NAMB's evange­
lism vice president, became vice president of the board's 
strategic initiatives group. Reccord will recommend 
Avant, pastor of New Hope Baptist Church in Fayetteville, 
Ga., as Yarbrough's successor when NAMB's trustees meet 
next month. 

State conventions seek BWA membership. Two state Bap­
tist conventions have moved a step closer to full member­
ship in the Baptist World Alliance. The Baptist General 
Convention of Texas and the Baptist General Association 
ofVirginia were both admitted Jan. 11 into membership in 
the North American Baptist Fellowship, one of the BWA's 
six regional fellowships. The two state groups would be the 
first state conventions elected members of one of BWA's 
regional fellowships, which previously have included only 
national Baptist conventions and unions. Acceptance into 
BWA could come later this year. 

Land told Baptist Press Jan. 19 
that he and other SBC leaders have 
not changed their intention "to 
construct. in dialogue (with other • 
Baptist leaders aroun·d the world) 
alternative ways of relating to each 
other and maintain mutual sup­
port. ministry and dialogue." 

"I never intended anything dif­
ferently" than what SBC leaders 
said leading up to and since the 
SBC's vote last June to withdraw 
fromBWA. 

According to Morris Chapman, 
president of the SBC Executive 
Committee, "To call the meeting 
with some of the European Baptist 
leaders an 'organizational' meeting 
would be a mischaracterization." 

Chapman: "Like-minded" Baptists 
"Over the next several years we 

hope to travel to several continents 
meeting with like-minded Baptist 
leaders with the thought of develop­
ing a network or fellowship," Chap­
man said. "All along we have said 
that while the convention voted to 
withdraw its membership from the 
BWA, it by no means voted to with­
draw our fellowship from Baptists 
around the world. If anything, we 
hope to have a closer relationship 
with our Baptist brethren by devel­
oping a more personal and cohesive 
fellowship with those whose pri­
mary goal coincides with ours, the 
evangelization of the masses ." 

Land said the feeling among SBC 
leaders "was that the Baptist World 
Alliance was moving in a liberal 
theological direction by and large, 
and it was not serving a lot of the 
needs of a lot of the Second- and 
Third-World countries." 

"We just felt like that, when the 
majority of the Baptist World Alli­
ance wanted to go in one direction 
and we wanted to go in another and 
we were paying 80 percent of the 
bills, then we had the right to try to 
form something that was more in 
line with what our belief system is. 
... In no way, shape or form should 
this be seen as a withdrawal from 
a commitment to fellowship with 
Baptists in other countries and 
other continents." 

Land's assertion that BWA is not 
responsive to the needs of the Sec­
ond- and Third-World countries is a 
new charge. 

BWA's Lotz called that assertion 
"ridiculous." He said BWA's "work 
in Eastern Europe for religious 
freedom was known more than 
anything else during the Cold War 
and the communist period." He also 
said he had never heard the charge 
previously in his discussions with 
SBC officials. 

Nor had he heard about the July 
meeting in Poland, Lotz added. If 
SBC leaders intentionally planned 
a meeting to set up a competing 
group around the same time as the 
Baptist World Congress, he said, 
"then that would be a slap in the 
face to Baptists in the rest of the 
world." 

Chapman said the SBC has "no 
desire" to compete with Baptist 
vyorld Alliance. "In fact. we hope 
for the BWA God's blessings in every 
work they do for the Kingdom's sake 
and pray for them a meaningful and 
fulfilling World Baptist Congress in 
England this summer." 
Based on reporting by Associated Baptist 
Press and Baptist Press 

Arthur Walker, retired Southern 
Baptist education leader, dies 

Birmingham, Ala. (BP)- Longtime 
Southern Baptist education leader 
Arthur Walker died Jan. 14 in Bir­
mingham, Ala. He was 78. 

Walker held a unique position 
in Southern Baptist Convention life 
as executive director of two SBC 
entities- the Education Commission 
and the Commission on the Ameri­
can Baptist Theological Seminary. 
He held both posts from 1978 until 
his retirement in 1993. 

Following his retirement, Walker 
returned to his native Birmingham 
and taught part-time at Samford 
University for several years. , 

Walker spent his adult ministry 
in Christian higher education. He 
taught for many years at his alma 
mater, Howard College (now Sam­
ford University) in Birmingham, and 

served as dean of students and later 
vice president for student affairs at 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary in Louisville. 

James Taylor1 president of the 
University of the Cumberlands in 
Williamsburg, said Walker "had 
a profound, significant, enduring 
impact not only on higher educa­
tion throughout the world, but also 
specifically on our Southern Baptist­
affiliated institutions of higher edu­
cation." Taylor said Walker "will be 
long remembered for his enduring 
impact on the lives of many." 

Walker is survived by his wife, 
Gladys, a daughter and three grand­
children. Funeral services were held 
Jan. 17 at Brookwood Baptist Church 
in Birmingham, where Walker was a 
member and Sunday school teacher. 
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Sloan, embattled 
Baylor president, 
relinquishes past 
By Marv Knox 
Texas Baptist Standard 

Waco, Texas (ABP)-Baylor 
University President Robert 
Sloan will step down June 1, 
concluding one of the stormi­
est periods in the school's 160-
year history. 

Sloan will become Baylor's 
chancellor at the end of the 
spring semester, both he and 
Will Davis, chairman of the 
university's board of regents, 
announced at a news confer­
ence Jan. 21. 

Sloan's future at Baylor has 
been a topic of debate-and 
at least three votes among 
the regents-during the past 
couple of years . But Sloan and 
the regents reached their deci­
sion for transition "by mutual 
agreement," Davis reported. 

Regents unanimously 
expressed their personal sup­
port for Sloan's move from 
president to chancellor dur­
ing a Jan. 20 conference call, 
Davis said. They are expected 
to make the decision official 
when· they meet for their regu­
lar winter meeting next week. 

Controversy over Sloan's 
leadership flared a couple of 
years ago, not long after the 
regents approved Baylor 2012, 
the university's long-range 
strategy to become one of the 
top schools of its kind in the 
nation. 

Supporters praised Baylor 
2012, lauding its core value 
of blending strong Christian 
faith and the highest academic 
standards. 

Opponents criticized 
Sloan's implementation of 
2012, and some condemned 
components of the plan, in­
cluding the cost. They said 
Sloan was pulling Baylor away 
from its traditional Texas Bap-
tist moorings. . 

Many alumni divided into 
two new groups, the pro-Sloan 
Friends of Baylor and the anti­
Sloan Committee. to Restore 
Integrity to Baylor. faculty also 
divided, with 418 of838 eligible 
teachers calling for Sloan's dis­
missal in a recent referendum. 
Those negative votes comprised 
85 percent of the ballots cast in 
the referendum, but Sloan's 
supporters noted' many faculty 
loyal to the president boycot­
ted the referendum. 

Sloan told reporters he first 
approached Davis about a tran­
sition last November. Davis de­
nied a rumor that Sloan would 
have been fired in February if 
he had not accepted the chan­
cellorship. 

Sloan told the news confer­
ence that conflict associated 
with change and the desire to 
see Baylor succeed pressed him 
to make the switch. 

"My leadership has often 
been a lightning rod," he ac­
lrnowledged. "But the focus 
should always be on the vision, 
not on the president." 
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Blackaby to . pastors:· Be ready to shar-, God's message 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

Lexington- Henry Blackaby sees 
divine judgment behind the tsuna­
mi that struck Southeast Asia and 
Africa in late December, claiming 
thousands oflives. 

Speaking at a "Shepherding 
the Shepherd" workshop Jan. 14, 
the keynote speaker said he didn't 
appreciate the significance of the 
killer waves until he saw a map 
published by Voice of the Martyrs. 

Blackaby said the map showed 
that the area where persecution 
and martyrdom of Christians is 
greatest matched the tsunami's 
devastation. 

Despite the cataclysmic propor-
..tions of the event, Blackaby said 
his pastor failed to address it the 
following Sunday because of an 
ongoing sermon series. 

"Is it possible when we stand 
up to speak there's an uncertain 
sound?" he asked. "And God's peo­
ple don't know what to do. 

"There was a secular news 
story about unprecedented natural 
disasters in 2004," Blackaby said. 
"Should spiritual leaders be aware 
ofthat?Yes. Should you have a word 
from God? You should." 

In the session titled, "When God 
Speaks to the Shepherd," Blackaby 
said that when a tragedy like the 
tsunami occurs, there is no rHer­
ence point. That means His shep­
herds have to seek God's wisdom to 
know how to respond, he added. 

When tragedies occur, Blackaby 
said, pastors must remember their 
job is to let Christ's followers know 
what they sense God is saying to His 
people. -

"Do you think God's people got 

the message from 9-11?" he asked. 
"Not at all. You go into churches 
and you wouldn't know 9-11 hap­
pened." 

Before Bill Bright, founder of 
Campus Crusade for Christ, died in 
2003, Blackaby videotaped a mes­
sage with Bright. 

They agreed that God had begun 
removing the hedge of protection 
around America because of the sin 
of God's people. 

Blackaby later named such prob­
lems as widespread divorce, gossip, 
anger, bitterness, church splits and 
embezzlement. 

"There's more sin among God's 
people than I've ever seen," Blackaby 
said. "But religious leaders are not 
bringing a word. As go God's people, 
so goes the world. Do you know why 
God's people are in a mess? Because 
leaders will not deal with sin." 

Spiritual healing in a church 
Blackaby also recommended that 

pastors do more to emphasize min­
istry by the entire congregation. 

While the world stresses one-on­
one counseling for those experienc­
ing personal problems, God's pat­
tern is involving a corporate body, 
he said." 

For example, if a couple is having 
marital problems, an intercessor 
can teach them about prayer while 
another person teaches them faith, 
Blackaby said. • 

"I taught people how to function 
in the body," he said. "The sad story 
is (people who say), 'Ifl was having a 
problem in my marriage, I wouldn't 
share it in the church.' If I was the 
pastor, I would find out why people 
are saying that." 

Blackaby noted that in one-of his 

TOGETHER TIME Rodney Cude, pastor of Newton Creek Baptist Church in Kevil, and 
his wife, Karen, listen to a workshop speaker during the Shepherding the Shepherd 
conference. Next year's event will be Jan. 12-14 in Lexington. (KBC photos by Larry 
Brannin) 

former churches, a man confessed 
that his fiance was pregnant. The 
man volunteered to confess it to the 
church. When he did, people gath­
ered around to forgive them, many 
of them weeping. 

Not only was that one of the 
most redemptive moments in the 

. church's life, Blackaby said, but by 
dealing with it openly that kind of 
situation never occurred again. 

"Most of the time, the reason 
people don't confess sin is it would 
be a disaster for them and their fam­
ily," Blackaby said. 

• "The rumor mill would go and 
most people would avoid them. The 
church is to be a center of _redemp­
tion." 

God does not allow His people to 
sin without confronting them, but 

His goal is to bring people to Christ­
likeness, he added. 

As an example, Blackaby referred 
to a man in the Oakl~nd area who 
reportedly had been abusing his 
daughters and giving beer to his 
three-year-old son. 

When they visited his home to 
talk to him, the man angrily asked 
what gave the pastor the right to 
talk to him like that. 

Blackaby tearfully replied that 
they loved him and came to restore 
him. 

Bursting into tears himself, the 
man admitted he had taken out 
frustrations over a job-related in­
jury on his family. 

"He never again mistreated any­
body," Blackaby said. "The shepherd 
pursues (lost sheep)." 

Shepherds put sheep first, Blackaby tells conference participants 
Continued from page 1 

After praying about the discour­
agement within the small congrega­
tion, Blackaby said he sensed God 
didn't want it to die and accepted 
the call to become its pastor. 

After arriving at the church in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, a group 
of men from Prince Albert showed 
up to ask Blacl<aby if he also would 
serve as their pastor. 

Despite harsh Canadian winters, 
Blackaby said he never missed the 
twice-weekly trip to Prince Albert for 
the next two years. 

Many stories ' about his experi­
ences in Canada appear in "Expe­
riencing God," which has sold four 
million copies in 45 languages since 
its release in 1990. 

Although the church in Saska­
toon had not started a mission pre­
viously, Blackaby said they decided 
that if anyone asked for help in 
forming a Southern Baptist congre­
gation, the answer would be, "Yes." 

They also reached out to college 
students and baptized 180 during 
a 12-year period, with more than 
100 students accepting a call to 
ministry. 

"If you ask God to send laborers, 
you better be prepared for them," 
Blackaby said. "That college student 
will vote to start a mission on the 
moon and believe God will pay for ­
it," he said, a remark that prompted 
hearty chud<ling. "Those new believ­
ers believe God is God and they've 

MUSIC LEADER Dave Bullock, associate 
pastor of fine arts at Elmbrook Church in 
Brookfield, Wis., leads praise and worship 
music during Shepherding the Shepherd. 
Bullock's "dB Network Band" has been an 
annual staple at the KBC event. 

his books, -Blackaby said he replied 
that they weren't his anyway. 

"What did God place in your 
hands to make available to the 
sheep?" he asked. 

Blackaby also encouraged pastors 
to spend time pursuing those who 
stray from the flock. 

In 30 years as a pastor, Blackaby 
said he couldn't remember losing 
one member. 

Seeking out the sheep 
When a pastor fails to seek out 

a person who has misbehaved or 
strayed from the fold, other mem­
bers say, "It's just a matter of time 
before he won't care about me," 
Blackaby said. 

"A shepherd's task is not gather­
ing sheep, it's caring for those (God) 
brings you," Blackaby said. "When 
you're caring for the sheep, you're 
doing what God called you to do. 
Don't ever lose the source of your 
call." 

never gotten over it." • Several pastors who attended the 
The church's growth and the conference said Blad<aby's remarks 

students ' saying they were called to challenged them. 
the ministry prompted the forma- Tim Mathis, pastor of First Baptist 
tion of a theological college to train Church of Danville, said his church 
future pastors. It started with two should reach out to those who have 
students. fallen by the wayside. 

Blad<aby and two other pastors "Henry has reminded us ... we're 
donated their libraries to stock its called to shepherd the flock of God 
shelves, a gesture that the speaker that's been given to us," Mathis said, 
said tested his determination- to "to love them, guide them, direct 
deny self. When someone asked if • them and be the incarnation of 
he was afraid he would lose some of Christ in their midst." 

Chud< Fuller of Pellville Baptist 
Church acknowledged getting his 
"toes stepped on a little bit," which 
will help him do a better job of keep­
ing up with his congregation. 

'Tm probably going to try to 
make sure I'm pursuing the sheep 
in my own church more aggressively 
and make sure I stay with (them) 
more," Fuller said. 

Rusty Wirt, pastor of Community 
Fellowship in Mayfield, appreciated 
Blackaby pointing out that pastors 
sometimes do a good job with the 
"nuts and bolts" of ministry but ne­
glect their relationship with God. 

Wirt said the talk prompted 
him to resolve to strengthen a rela­
tionship with another pastor and 
challenge his friend to hold him 
accountable for spiritual develop­
ment. 

"This is a call of sacrifice, of aban­
donment," Wirt said. "This is not 
something we do as a part-time job. 
. .. It's at the core of our being. It's to 
consume us." 

Spiritual leadership was the 
theme for this year's conference, ac­
cording to Richard Adams, director 
of the KBC's leadership development 
department. 

"We were aiming toward really 
finding what God would have us to 
do and who He would have us to be 
and then tryi.ng to be moved by the 
impulse of His leadership," he said. 
"That is, I think, the heart of spiri­
tual leadership." 

BLUEGRASS 
BuRGoo 

Oear Creek Baptist 
Bible COilege will 
host its annual Lacy­
Lykens Lectures on 
marriage, family 
and interpersonal 
relationships Feb. 1-
2. Michael Jacobson, 
founder of Provident 
Medical Institute, will 
be the speaker at three 
lectures. Provident is a 
non-profit organization 
dedicated to helping 
churches and families 
address health and 
medical issues from a 
biblical and scientific 
perspective. For more 
information about the 
lectures, which are ­
open to the public, call 
(606) 337-3196. 

Mid-Continent 
University recently 
expanded its Advantage 
program for adult 
education to offer a 
bachelor's degree in 
business administration 
online. For more 
information, contact 
Debbie Croft toll-free at 
(877) 551-9400, ext. 352 
or at dcroft 
@midcontinent.edu. 

"Becoming a House 
of Prayer" will be 
the focus of a Great 
Commission Prayer 
Conference Feb. 4-5 
at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
in Louisville. Featured 
speakers are Gregory 
Frizzell, prayer and 
spiritual awakening 
specialist for the Baptist 
General Convention 
of Oklahoma, and 
John Franl<lin, prayer 
ministry/discipleship 
specialist for LifeWay 
Christian Resources. 
The conference is 
jointly sponsored by 
the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention, North 
American Mission 
Board and Southern 
Seminary. For more 
information, visit 
www.kybaptist.org/ 
houseofprayer or call 
Eric Allen at (888) 263-
5080_ 

Baptist and Catholic 
women's leaders in 
Kentucky will co­
host an ecumenical 
women's conference 
Feb. 3, 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m., at Sisters of 
Charity, Catherine 
Spalding Center in 
Nazareth, Ky. "Women 
as Peacemakers" will 
focus on reconciliation, 
restoration, 
compassion, non­
violence arid seeking 
common ground. For 

-more information, 
contact Joy Bolton at 
(502) 244-6485. 
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Five biblical purposes for your marriage 
By Rick Warren 

Lake Forest, Calif. (BP)-1 suppose 
you'd expect a man who's been mar­
ried 30 years to a beautiful, intelli­
gent woman would be able to share 
with you the intimate secrets to hav­
ing a perfect marriage. 

that any successful marriage is built 
upon the biblical truth that God de­
signed each ofus with five purposes 
in mind: worship, fellowship, dis­
cipleship, ministry and missions. 

In other words. until you realize 

But I'm going to 
disappoint you! That's 

FIRST PERSON 
you and your mate were 
placed together for 
God's purposes, then 

because Kay and I don't have a 
perfect marriage. She is without a 
doubt my best friend, and we have 
a wonderful relationship-but as far 
as a perfect marriage, well , there's 
no such thing. 

What Kay and I do have is a mar­
riage centered on Christ, specifi­
cally focused on glorifying God. We 
remain committed to each other 
because we remain committed to 

• Christ and His work within us. 
After three decades in ministry, 

I've noticed tli.at it's not unusual for 
couples to float through their first 
year or two of marriage in a love-
blinded bliss. • 

But, frankly, that didn 't happen 
for Kay and me. Our first two years 
together were the most difficult. In 
fact. we were ready to throw in the 
towel. If we both hadn't been com­
mitted to Jesus Christ and we both 
hadn't agreed that divorce was not 
an option, we wouldn't have stayed 
together. It was simply too difficult. 

After we were married, Kay and I 
. discovered that, apart from our love 
for God, we were about as opposite 
in nature as two people could be. 

I remember Kay's father sat us 
down the night before we were mar­
ried and said, "There are five areas 
where marriages usually have con­
flict: money, sex, in-laws, children, 
and communication." He proved_ to 
be prophetic: Kay and I went five 
for five. 

The single factor that kept us 
married in those early years was 
that we agreed on one thing: Di­
vorce would never be an option for 
us. You can't leave the door open 
even a little bit, or eventually one 
of you will try to escape. Slowly, over 
time, God helped us not only to ac­
cept our differences, but to appreci­
ate them. 

Through the process, we learned 

your marriage will be difficult, com­
plicated and exhausting. But once 
you understand God 's plan, your 
marriage takes on new meaning. 

Here are five biblical purposes 
you should keep }?alanced in your 
marriage: 

You and your spouse were both 
planned for God's pleasure. A man 
once asked Jesus, "What's the most 
important commandment?" Jesus 
replied , "I can summarize the entire 
Bible in two statements: Love God, 
and love other people!" (Matthew 22: 
36-39). That includes your spouse. 

Life is about relationships, not 
achievements . You worship God 
when you love and sacrifice for your 
spouse. Uust read through Romans 
12 with a view of what its applica­
tions would mean to your marriage.) 
That brings pleasure to God, and 
any time you give pleasure to God, 
you're worshiping Him. 

You and your spouse were formed 
for God's family. God made an in­
credible promise about the gather­
ing of even just two believers: "For 
where two or three have gathered 
together in My name, I am there in 
their midst" (Matthew 18:20). So if 
both you and your spouse are believ­
ers, God already is in your marriage 
working to transform the two of you 
into a purpose-driven family unit. 

Your marriage is a lab for learn­
ing how to love like Jesus loves. 
Within marriage, God has created 
an opportunity for us to develop a 
true intimacy and authenticity with 
another human being. 

To go this deep requires gem1-
ine, heart-to-heart, gut-level shar­
ing, where you and your spouse 
get honest about who you are and 
what's happening in your lives. This 
happens when you both share your 
hurts, reveal your feelings, confess 
your failures, disclose yow doubts, 

Gayle Toole-faithful pastor 
After a courageous battle with 

aggressive cancer, Gayle· Toole, 71, 
departed this life Jan. 15. He was a 
faithful and loving pastor, friend to 
all who lmew him, preacher of the 

• gospel, encourager and courageous 
leader. 

I won't try to make a 
full accounting of Gayle's 
long years of service to his 
Lord, but the foriner Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention 
president's last area of min­
istry was at Hebron Baptist 
Church. With the support 
of his gracious wife, Jo Ann, 
he came out of retirement 
to lead the church during 
a time of transition when 
it was displaced by construction at 
the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky 
International Airport. Gayle led the 
congregation through the construc­
tion and dedication of new facilities 
in a prime location. 

Gayle was in pain during the 
dedication service this past Septem­
ber but was walking closely with His 

Lord. His plan was to retire for the 
second time after Christmas, so he 
sent his resignation letter to be read 
to the congregation Jan. 9, bringing 
closure to a wonderful ministry. 

The auditorium was filled for a 
memorial service at Edge­
wood Baptist Church in 
Nicholasville, where Gayle 
served 26 years . When his 
son, Todd, also a minister, 
asked those who were 
recipients of his ministry 
to stand, 90 percent of the 
people got up. 

In testimonies from 
members and former staff, 
the phrases used most 
often were "hard worker," 

"faithful servant," "loved people" 
and "preached the gospel." A lay­
man ,shared the story of how Gayle 
called him from his own hospital 
bed to check on him after the loss 
of his wife, but was so weak that 
he had to hand the telephone to his 
wife to finish the conversation. 

Another moving service was 

admit your fears, acknowledge your 
weaknesses and ask each other for 
help and prayer. 

. You and your spouse were both 
created to become like Christ. God 
uses your spouse to build His values, 
attitudes, morals and character 
within you. 

If God's purpose for each of our 
lives is to make us look more like 
Jesus, what better tool could. He use 
than the marriage relationship? 

You and your spouse were both 
shaped for serving God. The Bible 
says, "God has made us what we are. 
In Christ Jesus, God has made us to 
do good works, which God planned 
in advance for us to live our lives do­
ing" (Ephesians 2:10). 

God shapes us for service through 
a variety of methods, including 
the difficulties in your marriage to 
shape you into an effective minister 
to others. Who could better help 
somebody recover from the pain of 
an addiction, a business failure or 
a prodigal child than a couple who 
has been through these things and 
emerged with godly insights? God 
doesn't just use our strengths; He 
uses our weaknesses, and even our 
failures. 

You and your spouse were both . 
made for a mission. Your marriage 
not only involves ministry, it also 
involves mission. Your ministry is 
to believers and your mission is to 
non-believers-allowing God to use 
your marriage as a means for telling 
others about His love. 

This may take many forms, from 
being a witness in your neighbor­
hood to going overseas on mission 
trips together. The fact is, if you want 
God's blessing on your marriage, 
then you must care about what God 
cares about most. What is that? He 
wants His lost children found. He 
wants everyone to lmow Him .and 
His purposes for their lives. 

God's plan for your marriage is 
wider and deeper than anything in 
your wildest, craziest dreams, May 
our heavenly Father help you catch 
this vision as you chase it into the 
future. 
Rick Warren, pastor of Saddleback Church in 
Lake Forest, Calif. , is author of "The Purpose­
Driven Life" and "The Purpose-Driven 
Church" 

held at Hebron. One teenager spoke 
dramatically about Gayle's impact 
on his life. "I will carry his wisdom 
with me for as long as I live," he 
said. Another person praised Gayle's 
faithfulness by saying, "He lived his 
life so that people knew he believed 
in absolutes." 

Gayle had just been elected 
president of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention in November 1997 when 
he learned that I was the nominee 
to serve as executive· director. He 
immediately called to assure me of 
his support and offered to assist in 
any way he could. I never will forget 
his call and his words of encourage­
ment and challenge. 

Paul's words in 2 Timothy 4:7-8 
are so appropriate to describe Gayle 
Toole: "I have fought a good fight. I 
have finished my course, I have kept 
the faith: Henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day: and not to 

. me only, but unto all them also that 
love His appearing." 
Bill Mackey is executive director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 
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New IRS provision 
limits automobile 
gift deductions 
By Laurie Valentine 

As of Jan. 1, 2005, the size of 
your income tax deduction for 
a gift of a car to charity may be 

,m~, 
much smaller 
than it would 
have been un­
der prior tax 
law. 

• That's be­
c au s e the 
American Jobs 
Creation Act 

of 2004 included a proV1s10n 
altering the rules for the de­
ductibility of contributions of 
used motor vehicles, boats and 
planes. 

Prior law permitted a donor 
to deduct the market value of 
the donated vehicle, no matter 
what its claimed value or what 
the charity did with it after it 
received the car. 

Under the new rules, if the 
claimed value of the gifted car 
exceeds $500 and the car is sold 
by the charity, your charitable 
income tax deduction will be 
limited to the gross sales pro­
ceeds received by the charity. 
The charity must notify you of 
the amount of the gross sales 
proceeds within 30 days of the 
sale .of the car. 

If the charity "significantly 
uses" or "materially improves" 
the car you have given it, the 
amount allowed as a deduc­
tion is its market value on the 
date your gift to the charity is 
completed. 

To be allowed a market 
value deduction amount, the 
charity must provide you, 
within 30 days of your gift, an 
acknowledgment certifying its 
intended use and duration of 
use and that the vehicle will 
not be transferred in exchange 
for money, other property or 
services before completion of 
the certified use or improve­
ment. 

The terms "significantly 
uses" and "materially im­
proves" are not defined in the 
act. The IRS will be issuing 
regulations and other guid­
ance to define those terms so 
the new rules can be carried 
out. Charities are hoping the 
IRS will do that sooner, rather 
than later. 

The act did not change other 
rules governing the deductibil­
ity of a gift of a car to charity, 
such as that the charity must 
be a qualified charitable orga­
nization and you must be able 
to itemize income tax deduc­
tions on your personal return 
to take the deduction. 

For more information about 
deducting a charitable gift of a 
car, check out IRS Publication 
4303, "A Donor's Guide to Car 
Donations," at www.irs.gov. 

Laurie Valentine is trust counsel for the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation 
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How can couples overcome 
wounds caused by adultery? 
Q: My wife and I entered 2005 still wounded from a 
painful 2004. After she discovered I was having an 
affair, I broke it off but we still are hurting. Any advice? 

Forgiveness always is easier to write about than to 
achieve in situations such as the one you describe. Here 

MARRIAGE 
are some practical "do's and don'ts" 
that can serve as a template for heal­
ing and marital restoration: 

Don't ignore what has happened and pretend things 
are fine. 

Do find a skilled Christian marriage 
counselor and get started working on your 
relationship with God and each other. 

Don't think this will be resolved in a 
few months. 

Do prepare yourself for a long-term 
opportunity to allow your marriage to be 
God's vehicle to teach you about forgive­
ness and the importance of becoming more like Christ 
each day. 

Don't believe the world's lie that love is all about pas­
sion and emotion. Adultery is like a drug; it has a limited 
narcotic effect. 

Do remember that long-term relationships are more 
important than instant self-gratification. 

Don't allow yourself to dwell on Satan's lies and distor­
tions about the affair and your relationship. 

Do counter lies with truths from God's Word as well as 
with sound research about extramarital affairs. 

Don't have any contact at all with the affair partner. 
This includes personal visits, telephone calls, letters, notes 
and e-mail. 

Do increase the amount of time you spend talking and 
interacting with your spouse. 

The truth is that most couples stay together after an 
extramarital affair. Unfortunately, the Band-Aid approach 
many couples use creates major problems later. W~se 
couples use the disclosure of an affair as a painful oppor­
tunity to invest and attend to their relationship with God 
and each other.-Scott Wigginton 

Q: Why do so many children have such disrespectful 
attitudes? 

A recent trip to a local store found children's shirts 
with these statements emblazoned across the front: "If I 
whine, I can get it." 'Tm cute, and I know it.n "Ifl snap my 

fingers, you will disappear. n 

PARENTING , Evidently, some parents think 
such sentiments are cute. Unfortu­

nately, in about five to 10 years, the attitude those state­
ments represent likely will blossom into a full-blown in­
your-face disrespect for authority in general and parents 
in particular. 

Attitude development starts early and parents play 
an important part in it. Little things, like T-shirts and 
television, make a big difference. Proverbs 19:18 says, 
"Discipline your son, for in that there is hope; do not be a 
½jlling party to his death." 

When parents allow children to sass or be smart-alecks 
through what they say, watch and wear, they are promot­
ing disrespect. They are allowing and even in some ways 
encouraging their children to develop disrespectful at­
titudes. 

Author Bob Hostetler says children should not be al­
lowed to speak rudely or act indifferently toward parents. 
I would add. "or to other adults in positions of authority." 
The child who responds to an adult by saying. "You're not 
my mother!" has crossed the line. 

Disrespect comes naturally, especially in today's so­
ciety. Make sure the expectations are different in your 
home. Require respect-for yourself and for others-and 
require it in every way-even in clothing.-David Garrard 

Family Forum writers are: 
David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist 

Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org. 
James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church 

in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex.org. 
Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in 

Louisville. E-mail:vhvdmin@msn.com. 
Scott Wigginton, associate professor of pastoral ministries and 

counseling at Campbellsville University. E-mail:·sewigginton 
@campbellsville.edu. 

Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 
43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net. 
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Battling gambling: It's that time-again 
"The hard thing about terrorism is that they only 

have to be right once, and we have to be right 100 
percent of the time," National Security Advisor Con­

The Kentucky Baptist" Convention ·Public Af­
fairs Committee, Kentucky League on Alcohol and 
Gambling Problems and the Family Found~tion of 
Kentucky are among organizations opposing the pro­
posed amendment. 

doleezza Rice declared last' year. 
Sadly, the same principle is true in the battle 

against expanded gambling. While advocates of ca­
sino gambling only have to win one time to expand 
legalized gambling in Kentucky, gambling opponents 
must be continually vigilant, gearing up year 
after year to battle the onslaught of pro-gam­
bling proposals. 

In one of my first Western Recorder edi­
torials, I noted that gambling-related stud­
ies from several other states "reveal that 
expanded gambling is a bad bet morally, 
socially and economically." The same studies 
remain accurate more than five years later. 
But gambling supporters continue to push 
for casino gambling in the commonwealth. 

In 2002, responding to another campaign 

KBC messengers have adopted several anti-gam­
bling resolutions in recent years, including a 2003 
resolution that warned expanded gambling would en­

courage more gambling addictions. crime, 
family destruction and personal irresponsi­
bility. It added that "proposals for expanding 
gambling will ultimately cost our economy 
far more than they 'win ever produce." 

Howard Beauman, executive director 
of the Kentucky League, recently released 
the "top 10 reasons not to have casinos in 
Kentucky." Based on information from the 
National Coalition Against Gambling Ex­
pansion, a brief overview of the top 10 list 
includes: 

to expand gambling, I wrote, "Compulsive Trennis Henderson I Casinos depress local business. 
gambling, domestic violence, drug abuse, 
burglary, ·unemployment and_ suicide are among 
social ills often linked to legalized gambling.': Last 
year, seeking once again to help derail pro-gambling 
efforts, I noted, "It's up to Kentucky Baptists and other 
citizens concerned about the negative impacts of ex­
panded gambling to encourage legislators to reject 
efforts to put casino gambling .on the ballot." ' 

I Casino gambling increases social costs. 
I Casinos have a direct influence on increased 

crime. 
I Casinos attempt to corrupt government. 
I Casinos produce human suffering. 
I Casinos create an inappropriate attitude toward 

work. 
I Casino revenues violate all the sound theories of 

While anti-gambling efforts have proven successful taxation. 
the past few years, it's now 2005. The state legislature I Casino revenue as a source of state revepue has a 
reconvenes next week and · it's time once again for consistent record of failure. 
concerned citizens to take a stand against expanded 
gambling. Remember, gambling supporters only have 
to win once; opponents have to win again and again to 

I Casinos create no new wealth. 
I Casinos are socially disintegrating. 
For those who have stood against expanded gam­

bling in recent years, such information is nothing , 
new. The key, however, is to continue to express your 
views to government leaders. You can leave a message 
for legislators on the toll-free Legislative Message Line 
at (800) 372-7181 and contact Gov. Fletcher's office at 
(502) 564-2611. Your voice is needed- again. ' 

block expanded gambling. 
This year's battle involves a pair of bills (SB 8 and SB 

9) filed by Sen. David Boswell of Owensboro. The pro­
posals call for a constitutional amendment to allow 
casinos in the state as well as regulations about casino 
locations and distribution of revenue. 

The newest kind of church 
By Tony Campolo 

As we enter the 21st century, a 
vital new expression of Christianity 
is growing in the United States and 
worldwide. This movement even 
has a name. It is called "the Emer­
gent Church." 

after-school tutoring program for 
disadvantaged children or organiz­
ing people in a poor neighborhood 
to solve pressing social problems. 

The missionary programs of 
such congregations are committed 

This movement ex­
presses what I call "pro­

COMMENTARY 
to direct involvement 
with those they serve. 
These churches want 

gressive evangelicalism," because it 
emphasizes traditional evangelical 
beliefs-affirining the doctrines of 
the Apostle's Creed, a high view of 
Scripture and the importance of 
a personal transforming relation­
ship with a resurrected Christ-yet 
rejects the structures and styles of 
institutionalized Christianity. 

The Emergent Church turns 
away from spending money on 
buildings. Instead, most congrega­
tions meet as "house churches" or 
gather in makeshift storefronts and 
warehouses . The members, mostly 
Gen-Xers, strive to imitate many of 
the practices of the early church. 

Emergent churches espouse a 
decentralized grassroots form of 
Christianity that rejects the hier­
archal systems of denominational 
churches. Each emergent congre­
gation makes its own decisions by 
consensus. Leadership is fluid, with 
all members sharing authority and 
participating in the mission of the 
church. Task forces are assembled 
to undertake specific programs 
such as feeding the homeless, 
establishing a partnership with a 
Third-World church, developing an 

little to do with bureaucratic or­
ganizations with professional ad­
ministrators. Members want to be 
involved personally with those in 
need. They want to know the names 
and faces of the people they serve. • 

Emergent congregations must 
not be confused with those nonde­
nominational mega-churches pop­
ping up across the nation. In fact, 
the two are markedly different. 
Emergent churches often express a 
disdain for the "contemporary wor­
ship music" heard in many mega­
churches. The worship in emergent 
churches often includes classical 
music, and such congregations 
often follow a more formal liturgi­
cal style that may even incorporate 
ancient forms of praying such as 
that of monastic orders. The people 
who join emergent congregations 
are often folks who have tired of 
what goes on in churches that have 
"contemporary services." . 

The Emergent Church is often 
somewhat indifferent to theo­
logical and social issues that seem 
urgent to mainstream evangelical­
ism. In many ways these Christians 
express a postmodern mindset that 

may come across as being some­
what "new age." They see care for 
the environment as a major Chris­
tian responsibility. They are at­
tracted to Christian mysticism and 
its Catholic exponents from Teresa 
of Avila to Thomas Merton. They 
talk a great deal about "spiritual 
formation" and focus significant at­
tention on the healing of illnesses 
through prayer. 

This new expression of Christi­
anity is growing faster than most 
sociologists could have predicted. 
It is thriving, in part, because so 
many people are fed up with the 
arguing and pettiness that they 
claim are all too evident in the rest 
of Christendom. 

It remains to be seen whether 
the Emergent Churd1 will fade 
away or become an ongoing ex­
pression of Christianity. But there 
is no question that it is attracting 
many sophisticated Christians who 
contend that traditional mainline 
churches are devoid of vitality and 
mega-churches are irrelevantly nar­
row. 

As a member of a traditional 
mainline denomination myself, I 
am watching with great ·interest 
the development of the Emergent 
Church. Some call it heresy; others 
see it as a new form of Christian­
ity that holds promise for the 21st 
century and beyond. Whether it's 
the former or the latter, only time 
will tell. 
Author and speaker Tony Campolo is 
professor emeritus of sociology at Eastern 
University in St. Davids, Pa. 
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Gayle Toole, former KBC president, 
dies at -11 after battle with cancer 

Nicholasville-Gayle Toole, former president of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention, died Jan. 15 after a battle with 
cancer. He was 71. 

Toole, longtime pastor of Edgewood Baptist Church 
in Nicholasville, retired in 1999 after 26 
years of ministry there. He previously 
was pastor of Concord Baptist Church in 

~~ I Verona, Poplar Grove Baptist Church in 
Glencoe and Hebron Baptist Church. 

During retirement, he again served at 
Hebron Churd1, leading the congregation 
in a recent relocation. 

Gayle Toole 

KBC Executive Director Bill Mackey 
said Toole "will be remembered as a lov­
ing pastor, mentor to young staff and 

lay leaders, hard worker, denominational leader, effective 
preacher, model of integrity and friend to all who lmew 
him. He practiced what he preached and finished well." 

Toole served as KBC president in 1997-98. During his 
1998 presidential address at the KBC annual meeting, he 
urged Kentucky Baptists to make evangelism their priority. 

Toole, a native of Owen County, was a graduate of 
Georgetown College, Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary in Louisville and Lexington Theological Seminary. He 
served as an adjunct professor at Asbury Theological Semi­
nary and Boyce College in Louisville. 

A former member of the board of directors for George­
town College, Toole also served as a member of the KBC 
Mission Board and as a growth consultant for the former 
Baptist Sunday School Board. He was named Jessamine 
County's Citizen of the Year in 1991. 

Toole is survived by his wife, Jo Ann; a son, Todd, who is 
a pastor in Ohio; and three grandchildren. 

Memorial services were held Jan. 18 at Edgewood Church 
and Jan. 19 at Hebron Church. Memorial gifts may be made 
to the Hebron Baptist Church building fund or the Ameri­
can Cancer Society. 
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Georgetown placed on one-year probation 
By Trennis Henderson 
Editor 

Georgetown- Georgetown College 
has been placed on a one-year proba­
tion by its accrediting association 
due to financial concerns. 

Georgetown officials expressed 
disappointment with the action by 
the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools, noting they have made 
recent progress in addressing the 
school's financial challenges. 

SACS is the primary accrediting 
body for higher education. institu­
tions in an 11-state region and 
Latin America. It has 787 accredited 
schools, including 14 on probation, 
according to the association's Web 
site. 

SACS' Commission on Colleges 
placed Georgetown "on probation 
for good cause for 12 months." The 
report states that the school "failed 
to demonstrate compliance" witl1 
the requirement that "the institu­
tion's recent financial history dem­
onstrates financial stability." 

Georgetown's probation follo_ws a 
two-year monitoring period by SACS 
officials. 

On the positive side, probation 
"with good cause" means the school 
"has demonstrated significant re­
cent accomplishments in addressing 
non-comgliance" and has provided 
-evidence to indicate "it will remedy 
all deficiencies within the 12-month 
period," the report adds. 

Georgetown College President 

Bill Crouch said, "We're very disap­
pointed at being put on probation, 
but we're not panicked and it's not 
putting us in any different situation 
than we were." 

Janice Shelton, who chairs 
Georgetown's board of directors, 
noted, "We're disappointed because 
we don't believe it is a full picture of 
where we are." 

Emphasizing that she "would 
never minimize" SACS' action, 
Shelton added, "After the economic 
downturn, every private institution 
has had difficulty. I think part of 
their concern was restoration of 
endowment funds , which of course 
is occurring." 

each of the past tw6 fiscal years, 
reaching $24.6 million last year. 

Despite the economic concerns, 
Couch said the SACS report included 
several words of affirmation. 

"They congratulated us on signifi­
cant progress over the past two years 
over the restoration of compliance 
with bond covenants, improving the 
ratio of current assets to current lia­
bilities, paying off a $2 million unse­
cured credit line, sale of the college 
radio station to generate revenue, 
budget-cutting activities to improve 
the current fund position and our 
realistic enrollment projections. 

"We ended this past fiscal year 
with a surplus in our budget, record 

. enrollment and additions to our en-
9/11 fallout takes toll dowment," he added. 

Crouch said part of Georgetown's Crouch said the school's pursuit 
financial concerns can be traced to of elite Phi Beta Kappa standards 
the nation's economic downturn also has stretched Georgetown's 
after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist financial resources . Trustees voted 
attad<s. in 2000 to pursue PBK standards 

From 2001 to 2003, Georgetown's which include expanding and en­
net assets declined by more than · hancing academic programs, library 
$16.5 million, from $61 million to holdings, faculty qualifications and 
$44.5 million, according to pub- other priorities. 
lished audit reports. Net assets in- Noting that SACS probation 
creased by almost $4 million during "might delay us a year," Crouch said, 
the school's 2003-04 fiscal year, but "It's going to take our focus off Phi 
still reflect a net loss of more than Beta Kappa just a little bit. 
$12.6 million since 2001 for a net as- "We're still absolutely commit-
set decrease of 20 percent. ted to reaching Phi Beta Kappa 

The school's long-term endow- standards," he added. "We're prob­
ment, which topped $30 million ably still two years away from offi­
in 1998, dropped to $21.2 million cially applying. Once you apply, it's a 
-by 2002. Endowment has increased three-year application process." 

Attention Parents! 

I Promo# B605E93 I 

A Christian Sports Cam·p for the Jndividual 
This summet, send yout child as an individual ot with a friend to Ctosspoint, 
the quality Christian Sports Camp fot childten in gtades 4-8! • 

While some campe[s will be attending C[osspoint in chu[ch g[oups, individual 
campe[s a[e mvited to ou[ 2005 camps. Each individual campe[ will be assigned 
a C[osspoint summe[ staffe[ fo[ the enti[e week. Pa[ents, this is your opportunity 
to send you[ child to tJ,e highest quality Chdstian Spods Camp available. At C[osspoint, 
kids will expedence high-ene[gy wo[ship, spods t[aining, individualized attention, 
plus new friendships that develop each day-all while deepening thei[ own [elationship 
with Jesus Chdst. 

Join us at: 

Campbellsville University 
Campbellsville, Kentucky 
June 6-10 
June 13-17 
June 20-24 

SPORTS 

A Life Way Ministry 

Fo[ mo[e information O[ to [egiste[ you[ child now, call 1.877.CAMP.123 O[ go to www.fuge.com 
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Emergent le~der McLaren to speak at KBC conferenc~ 
By Robert Hadley view on churches. 
Kentucky Baptist Convention He said he views his work as a 

Spencerville, Md.- Finding ways to conversation,- rather than a move­
-.hare the gospel with an evolving ment. 
American culture is a struggle every "I tried to work out some ideas in 
pastor faces, but Brian McLaren says 'The Church on the Other Side,"' he 
he noticed that struggle be- ~ - - ---.- said of the book he wrote 
ginning to sharpen about a in 1998. "It turns out that a 
decade ago. lot of people were running 

That's when, he said, the on a parallel trad<, and we 
increase in postmodernism began finding one another. 
in America resulted in new Emergent is the network 
congregations where the that has been developing 
common ground among ever since." 
members was harder and . McLaren said the emer-
harder to find. Bnan McLaren gent movement offers im-

"The people coming through the portant lessons to Kentucky Baptists 
doors of our church were asking new because Baptists in general have a 
kinds of questions," said McLaren, heart for evangelism. 
i:astor of Cedar Ridge Community "Baptists have a deep and lasting 
Church in Spencerville, Md. "And I concern for ... helping people who 
knew something was changing." are far from God get connected to 

McLaren will share insights God through Christ," he said. ''I'm 
gained from serving today's diverse hoping to encourage those conver­
congregations at the Kentucky sations and to be of service helping 
Baptist Convention's Evangelism· Kentucky Baptists understand their 
Conference Feb. 28-March 1 at Valley neighbors who are, to some degree, 
View Baptist Church in Louisville. from the postmodern sectors of our 

Author of "A New Kind of Chris- c:ulture." • 
tian," "The Church on the Other 
Side" and several other books on spir- Young adults "excluded" by church 
ituality, theology and evangelism, 
McLaren is identified as a leader of 
the "emergent" movement, a loose 
network of pastors, theologians and 
other Christians struggling with the 
impact of the postmodern world-

Younger adults-particularly 
those who are unchurched-are a key 
segment of the population affected 
by postmodernism. McLaren said he 
finds that many people, especially 
those in the Midwest and South, are 

surprised by the alienation young 
people feel from the church. 

"Many of these people have not 
rejected Christ or the Christian gos­
pel," he said. "But they feel excluded • 
by the cultural baggage that often 
goes along with our message. 

"In a sense, we need to think 
and act like cross-cultural mission­
aries when we go across town or 
across the street, whether we're in 
San Francisco or Lexington, Paris 
(France) or Louisville." 

McLaren helped start Cedar Ridge 
Church in 1988, though its roots 
date back to an informal worship 
gathering of 20-something friends 
from several denominational back­
grounds in 1982. Six years later, 
McLaren (then a college English 
teacher) and co-founder Bill Duncan 
re-launched the church as Cedar 
Ridge. Their goal with. the re-launch 
was to avoid the stagnation plagu­
ing other congregations and to help 
reach unchurched residents. 

Since the renaming and refocus­
ing effort, Cedar Ridge has grown 
from a 20- or 30-family congregation 
meeting in various school audito­
riums to its current site, a 63-acre 
farm on Route 198 in Spencerville, 
Md., about halfway between Wash­
ington and Baltimore. 

During missionary trips that 
have taken him to Africa and other 
distant lands, McLaren has seen 

church leaders worldwide facing 
similar issues with diverse congre­
gations that require new methods 
of ministry. 

There's "a sense of that the cul­
ture is changing, and that many 
of our ecclesiastic and theological 
'wine skins' no longer hold the 
'new wine' of the Christian gospel," 
McLaren said. "I sensed a synergy 
between the issues many of us are 
grappling with in America and 
Europe and the issues they're grap­
pling with there." 

Making people think 
Dan Garland, leader of the KBC 

church development/evangelism 
team, said McLaren's appearance at 
the evangelism conference is timely 
given the recent study by Barna 
Research Group that found most 
unchurched Kentuckians had a pre­
vious church involvement. 

"I hope he'll stir up some things 
that will cause people to rethink 
some of the ways they're doing 
church," Garland noted. 

He said McLaren . encourages 
Christians to develop a "new rheto­
ric" for reaching the urichurched. 

"It's got to be softer, but our 
words are going to have to be tied to 
deeds," Garland said. "Part of what 
he says is, 'Screaming at the culture 
is not going to change the culture. 
We've got to form a dialogue."' 

Emergent movement uses creativity, integrated faith to reach young adults 
Continued from page 1 
Web to download images or digi­
tally designing the church's weekly 
bulletin. 

Its devotees say they are not 
simply fine-tuning a new church aes­
thetic. They are seeking a genuine 
way to live out their faith within a • 
community that includes believ­
ers, seekers and doubters. They see 
polished church presentations in 
auditoriums stripped of all art as ar­
tificial and say they want something 
more organic, more real. 

"It's a reaction to the rational, 
cognitive approach to Christianity," 
said Dan Kimball, author of "The 
Emerging Church: Vintage Christi­
anity for New · Generations" and a 
leader in the movement. "Now it's 
'I want to experience God, not just 
know the facts about Him."' 

At Vintage21, this approach to 
ministry led the church's band to 
produce a CD of originally com­
posed songs inspired by the Psalms. 
It prompted the church to spend 
time making crosses-one such 
cross, made of chain-link fence 
posts, hangs on the wall. 

Laid back, not "Christianity lite" 
Sunday's . two worship services, 

which draw 120 people, are laid­
back and relaxed. Oversize couches 
are strategically placed in the rear 
of the church, where some people 
choose to lounge, munching on 
bagels or sipping coffee and orange 
juice, as the service unfolds. 

Communion is likewise laid-back. 
At the end of the service, the pastor 
invites people to take communion 
from a tray in the rear. On occasions 
when the church doesn't have bread 
for communion (all its baked goods 
are donated from local restaurants), 
it has used angel food cake. 

BIBLE STUDY Tony Kriz and Karin Rosain participate in a discussion about prayer 
during a young adult Christian gathering. Every Tuesday evening 25 to 30 young 
Christians gather for dinner, prayer and communion at Kriz's Portland, Ore., home. 
(RNS photo by Melanie Conner) 

"The thing that pulled me in 
is that I thought they were totally 
real," said Taylor Roberts, a 29-year­
old Raleigh musician. "They weren't 
pulling any punches. They were 
straight. I really valued that." 

Still, it would be a mistake to 
assume that Vintage21 and other 
emerging churches are "Christianity 
Lite." Most of these churches-there 
are no reliable figures on how 
many-embrace traditional evan­
gelical Christianity. They oppose 
abortion and see homosexuality as 
a sin. 

Like many emerging churches, 
Vintage21 is nondenominational, 
though it is associated with Acts29, 
a national network of new churches, 
many in the emerging format. Tra­
ditional denominations have taken 
note, and in some cases are starting 
their own. 

Members ofVintage21 see staying 
power in the congregation's vitality 

and its willingness to experiment. 
Band leader Matt Stevens likes to 
incorporate secular ~ongs in wor­
ship, for example, "Reach Out (I'll 
Be There)" by the Four Tops, or "Be 
Mine" by R.E.M. He and others like 
to direct videos too. Recently they 
produced a series of short satires on 
traditional Christian practices. 

Integrated faith, connections 
For many of the church's-regular 

attendees, that approach is working. 
Jeff Drew, one C>fthe earliest church 
members, said the congregation's 
openness, more than anything else, 
attracts people. 

• "The thing I hear most often 
when people come is that they 
don't feel judged," said Drew, 34, of 
Raleigh. "It's the prevailing opinion 
that we're all messed up, sowe don't 
need to be in a position of judging 
people." 

Pastors, scholars and other ob-

servers say the movemenf is attrac­
tive to young adults who are seeking 
to integrate faith and life, fed up 
with an anything-goes, consumer­
driven society. 

"They are longing for a connec­
tion to the past in an age where we 
think history started yesterday with 
'me,"' says Paul Metzger, a professor 
at Multnomah Biblical Seminary, in 
Portland, Ore. He says young people 
are finding more comfort in old­
style symbols and ceremony than 
modern mega-churches. 

"There are many who want to 
return to Christian roots." 

Colleen Carroll Campbell, who 
wrote a book about the phenom­
enon, thinks it has to do with grow­
ing up in affluence and still feeling 
empty, a sort of early midlife crisis 
that has helped fuel the increasing 
religiosity in America. 

"A lot of them have seen _the best 
that secular life has to offer," said 
Campbell, author of "The New Faith­
ful: Why Young Adults Are Embrac­
ing Christian Orthodoxy." 

"Some have been raised without 
religion and indulged in a whole -
party lifestyle. Many have already 
done quite well in their careers and 
have more money than their parents 
had." 

Their question, she says, is: Now 
what? 

"This generation wants an inte­
grated Christian faith. They detest 
compartmentalization," Campbell -
says. "They say, 'Idon'twantmyfaith 
to be something I do on Sunday. If 
it's not something that impacts ev­
ery part of my life-my school work, 
my job, who I date, how I vote-if it 
doesn't transform my life, then it's 
not worth much."' 
With additional reporting by Nancy Haught for 
Religion News Service 

Registration for the 
KBC Evangelism 
Conference, Feb. 
28:.March 1 is 
free. For more 
information, 
call (888) 254-
5722 or visit 
www.kybaptist. 
org/evanconf. 

"They say, 'I don't 
want my faith to 
be something I do 
on Sunday . ... If it 
doesn't transform 
my life, then it's not 
worth mlich."' 
Author Colleen Carroll 
Campbell 
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You are there because 
the Fellowship is there. 

Your hands deliver food to hungry children left orphans by a devastating tsunami in Southeast Asia. Your medicine and 

merciful words offer care to injured adults left without a way to make a living. Your temporary shelter provides refuge to those 

left homeless by raging waters. 

Your prayer and financial support for the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship's Asian Response put you alongside CBF 

Global Missions field personnel and missions partners already in Asia as they respond to tsunami victims' immediate· and 

long-term needs. 

You can also respond to this global 

crisis through the.following actions: 

• Pray. Set aside a special Sunday as 

a day of intercession, mourning and 

reflection. Pray daily for victims, relief 

workers and caregivers: 

• Give. All financial gifts designated 

for Asian Response will be disbursed 

by Global Missions staff and field 

personnel in collaboration with CBF's 

missions partners to aid survivors and 

help the economies of tsunami-affected 

regions. Gifts should be earmarked 

#17016, Asian Response and mailed 

to: ASIAN RESPONSE, CBF, 

PO Box 101699, Atlanta, GA 30392. 

To make online gifts by credit card, 

go to www.thefellowship.info. 

• Advocate. Communicate with your 

elected government officials to urge generous assistance and involvement. 

• Connect. Form "networks of concern" with small groups for continuing conversation and action with your family, your 

churcl:i, at work or online. 

• Volunteer. For short-term volunteer opportunities, contact Timothy Wood at (800) 782-2451, twood@thefellowship.info 

or go to www.thefellowship.info. 

For updated information and prayer requests about 
the Fellowship's Asian Response, visit 

www.~hef ellowship. info 

What Fellowship People Do 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 

(800) 352-8741 
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Evangelicals ask Bush to do 
more to fight poverty, hunger 

Washington (RNS)-Evangelical 
leaders have written a letter to 
President Bush asking him to aug­
ment efforts to overcome hunger 
and poverty in his second term. 

"A dramatic reduction in pov­
erty, both here and abroad, would 
honor our Lord who called us to 
feed the hungry and clothe the na­
ked," wrote dozens ofleaders from 
evangelical Christian denomina­
tions, colleges, relief organizations 
and other ministries. 

"It would also be a wonderful 
legacy for you to leave with the 
American people and indeed the 
world. Such an outcome is clearly 
within the reach of the richest 
nation in history. -The moral val­
ues you share with us demand no 
less." 

The letter, dated Jan. 17 and 
timed to the holiday honoring 
Martin Luther King Jr., called on 
Bush to announce proposed policy 
changes related to poverty and 
health insurance in his inaugural 
or State of the Union address. 

The signatories congratulated 
the president on his faith-based 
initiative and his efforts to address 
AIDS and human trafficking but 
said more needs to be done. 

"Tragically, however, both at 
home and abroad, the number 
of people in poverty remains 
unacceptably high," they wrote. 
"Poverty in our· own nation has 
increased in the last several years 
and millions more working poor 
lack health insurance." 

Signatories included Todd Bas­
sett, national commander of the 
Salvation Army; Richard Cizik, 
vice president of governmental 
affairs for the National Associa­
tion of Evangelicals; Ronald Sider, 
president of Evangelicals for Social 
Action; and Richard Stearns, presi­
dent of World Vision. 

"Clearly, precisely the com­
munity that voted most heavily 
for President Bush's re-election is 
demanding a greater emphasis on 
overcoming poverty," Sider said in 
a statement about the letter. 

'Jane Roe' asks U.S. Supreme Court to 
reconsider case that legalized abortion 

Washington (RNS)-Norma McCor-
• vey, the "Jane Roe" of Roe v. Wade, 
• said last week that her faith has mo­

tivated her to petition the Supreme 
Court to reverse its 1973 decision 
legalizing abortion. 

The petition, which includes 
testimonies from 1,000 women 
who regret their abortions, was 
delivered to the Supreme Court Jan. 
18, according to officials from The 
Justice Foundation, a San Antonio, 
Texas-based nonprofit law firm that 
is handling the case. 

It's unclear what impact, if 
any, the request will have, beyond 
drawing public attention to the is­
sue of abortion days before the an­
niversary of the Jan. 22 landmark 
decision. 

The court could take several 
months to decide whether to re­
open the case, decline to hear it or 

Judge upholds gay marriage ban. 
A Florida judge has ruled against 
the first direct challenge to a 
federal law banning same-sex 
marriage. Federal District Judge 
James Moody ofTampa dismissed 
a Florida lesbian couple's lawsuit 
seeking to overturn the federal 
Defense of Marriage Act Jan. 19 .. 
The couple, who wed in Mas­
sachusetts last year, sued to get 
their marriage recognized in 
Florida. The Defense of Marriage 
Act officially recognizes only het­
erosexual marriages for federal 
purposes, and holds that states 
·opposed to gay marriage don't 
have to recognize hornosexuai 
unions from other states. 

Bush issues pro-life proclamation. , 
President Bush issued a sanc­
tity of human life proclamation, 
declaring Americans are obli­
gated to "defend the life of the 
innocent and the powerless." The 
president proclaimed Jan. 16 as 

order a lower court to hold a trial, 
according to Allan Parker, Justice 
Foundation president. 

In a news conference on the 
steps of the Supreme Court, Mc­
corvey said a religious experience 
changed her mind about abortion. 

Parker said the 5,000-page peti­
tion is based on three legal argu­
ments: 

I That the Supreme Court has 
a duty to monitor whether condi­
tions have changed related to con­
stitutional issues it has ruled on. 

I That the legal conditions un­
derlying Roe v. Wade have changed 
materially since the 1973 ruling, 
making further application of it 
unjust. 

I That Mccorvey was denied due 
process in the lower courts because 
she wasn't given a hearing based on 
the evidence. 

National Sanctity of Human Life 
Day. In his proclamation, Bush 
said, "Across our country, we 
must co11tinue to encourage our 
citizens to make ours a more just 
and welcoming society in which 
every child is born into a loving 
family and protected by law." 

Saddleback baptizes 2,029. Sad­
dleback Church in Lake Forest, 
Calif., baptized 2,029 people in 
2004, representing the highest 
total in the church's 25-year his­
tory. Pastor Rick Warren credited 
the high number to the "40 Days 
of Purpose" based on Warren's 
book "The Purpose Driven Life." 
"Those 40 days revitalized our 
people and revolutionized our 
church like nothing else we've 
done." To date, more than 25,000 
churches have used the 40 Days 
of Purpose campaign, which in­
cludes weekend messages, small 
group studies, daily devotions 
and other features. 
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Prayers proceed 
as atheist's motion 
to stop inaugural 
invocation fails 

Washington (RNS)-
A federal court rejected 
an atheist's attempt to 
block clergy-led prayer 
at President Bush's 
inauguration. 

The U.S. District 
Court for the District 
of Columbia denied 
a petition for a 
preliminary injunction 
brought by Michael 
Newdow, best known 
for his unsuccessful 
suit to remove the 
words "under God" 
from the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

U.S. District Judge 
John Bates said 
Newdow had "not 
clearly established" 
that inaugural prayer 
violates the separation 
of church and state. 

Newdow also failed 
to show ROW he would 
suffer harm by hearing 
such prayer, the judge 
said. 

Both pastors chosen 
by Bush to pray at 
the ceremonies-Luis 
Leon of Washington's 
St. John's Church and 
Kirbyjon Caldwell of 
Houston-invoked the 
Pledge-"one nation, 
under God, indivisible, 
with liberty and justic:e 
for all"-in asking 
God's blessings. 

In choosing Leon, 
Bush picked the rector 
of the "church of the 
presidents" one block 
away from the White 
House. The choice of 
Caldwell was a nod to 
a spiritual supporter 
who hails from Bush's 
Texas turf. 

Caldwell drew 
fire at Bush's first 
inauguration for 
praying "in the name 
that's above all other 
names, Jesus the 
Christ." 

Last week, he 
moderated his prayer 
a bit, ending with, 
"Respecting persons 
of all faiths, I humbly 
submit this prayer 
in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Amen." 

Christian conserva~ives expecting mor.e this term 
By Jeff Diamant 
Religion News Service 

Washington (RNS)-They pushed 
hard for his re-election, and now 
that President Bush has started his 
second term last week, conserva­
tive Christian leaders across the 
country want their agenda put in 
motion as soon as possible. 

They demonstrated that victory 
would not be quiet for them when 
they pounced quickly, and with 
effect, after an influential sena­
tor implied he would try to block 
prospective Supreme Court justices 
who would end abortion rights. 

They want abortion, same-sex 
marriage and embryonic stem-cell 
research banned. 

They want judges who will let 
prayer back in public schools. They 
want churches to receive taxpayer 
money to run social programs. 

And, political observers say, they 
are better poised than ever to get 
what they want. 

In the quarter-century since the 
Moral Majority helped Ronald Rea­
gan get elected, and in the decade 
since the Christian Coalition helped 
Republicans retake Congress, the 
political movement of Christian 
conservatives has matured far be­
yond their national identity with 
those two organizations. 

Multiple voices, not just a few 
Now, instead of taking political 

leads from a small core of leaders, 
such as Jerry Falwell, Pat Robertson 
and Ralph Reed, conservative Chris­
tians have their values promoted at 
a more decentralized, grassroots 
level by a host of national and local 
groups that expertly use the Inter­
net and radio to summon quick and 
powerful political responses. 

"Now you see a group of leaders 
instead of a voice singing solo," 
said Tony Perkins, president of the 
Family Research Council, one of the 
most influential of the groups. "You 
have a chorus of voices singing the 

SECOND TERM President Bush takes the oath of office Jan. 20 as first lady Laura 
Bush and daughters Barbara and Jenna look on. Conservative Christian leaders are 
expecting the Bush White House to push for many of their key issues during the next 
four years. (Newhouse photo by John O'Boyle) 

same message, and it's resonating." 
Nationally, some other influen­

tial groups include the American 
Family Association, the Marriage 
Amendment Project, Focus on the 
Family, Catholic Citizenship and 
American Values. There are also 
local groups like Center for Moral 
Clarity, which helped push the ban 
on same-sex marriage in Ohio two 
months ago. 

Christian conservatives have out­
matched their political opponents 
in recent years, said Barry Lynn, 
executive director of Americans 
United for Separation of Church 
and State. 

"There isn't anything in terms 
of a religious counterweight to the 
religious right," said Lynn, whose 
group sends its own e-mail updates. 
"You don't have only Jerry Falwell 
or Pat Robertson doing the work, 
but there's a lot of local and re­
gional religious-right entities that 
have been emerging. They're able to 
mobilize people more locally." 

What does this mean for their 
conservative agenda? Tim Wild­
mon, president of the American 
Family Association, said the gr(!ups 
will push hard for a constitutional 
amendment banning same-sex 
marriage and for conservatives to 
fill the Supreme Court vacancies 
that are expected during Bush's 
second term. 

"We'll have to see what he (Bush) 
does," said Wildmon, whose father 
Don formed the American Family 
Association almost 30 years ago. 

"We've been disappointed before 
by presidents who _said they were 
going to do that ... and then ap­
pointed judges who voted to uphold 
Roe v. Wade and have been liberal 
on other social issues." 

"I feel this time, with the 
strength of our groups, hopefully 
President Bush will do the right 
thing. Ifhe wavers, we're here to let 
people know," Wildmon added. 

While many of the groups have 
been around for years, they have 

grown in stature since the late 
1990s. 

Their biggest boost in activity 
has come in the past two years with 
the push against same-sex mar­
riage. 

Feeling the momentum 
Christian conservatives are en­

thused by their prospects in . the 
current political environment, as 
well as by their opponents' set­
backs. 

"You can't help but notice how 
in the last 10 years they've lost the 
Senate and the House, and now the 
White House," Wildmon said. "In 
that respect, our side feels rejuve­
nated and feels more people in the 
country believe like we do, maybe 
even more than we thought were 
out there." 

Of course, Christian conserva­
tives still might not get what they 
want. 

Even with Bush in the White 
House and majorities in Congress, 
a marriage amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution is considered a long 
shot. Bush has said he does not feel 
the country is ready to overturn 
Roe v. Wade. And in the Senate, 
Democrats have a potentially pow­
erful weapon at their disposal: the 
filibuster. 

Still, one conclusion is inescap­
able. Christian conservatives, whose 
movement began because they 
felt alienated from mainstream 
culture, now have joined that main­
stream, said Barry Hankins, profes­
sor of history and church studies at 
Baylor University. 

"There is an analogy I use: The 
Christian right, broadly decentral­
ized, is as much a constituency of 
the Republican Party as labor used 
to be for the Democratic Party," he 
said. "People had to pay attention to 
what labor was going to say about 
certain issues. I think the Christian 
right has the same status in the Re­
publican Party." 

Conservatives criticize Bush's comments 
on future of federal marriage amendment Join Other Baptists Departing June 25, 2005 

Washington (ABP)-Despite clari­
fications from the White House, 
some socially conservative groups 
are criticizing President Bush for 
comments suggesting he will not 
pressure senators to pass a consti­
tutional amendment outlawing 
same-sex marriage. 

The comments, first published 
in a Jan. 16 Washington Post story 
based on an interview with Bush, 
suggested that he would not expend 
significant political capital in an at­
tempt to pass the amendment. 

According to the Post, Bush said 
it is not necessary· to press for the 
amendment because so many sena­
tors have said a federal law known 
as the Defense of Marriage Act, or 
DOMA, is sufficient to prevent the 
spread of gay marriage across the 
country. 

Massachusetts currently is the 
only jurisdiction in the country 
where same-sex marriage is legal. 

"Senators have made it clear 
that so long as DOMA is deemed 
constitutional, nothing will hap­
pen," Bush told the Post. 

The amendment proposal died 
in Congress last year, after it failed 

on a procedural vote in the Senate. 
Several Republicans joined most 
Democrats in opposing it. 

Dan Bartlett, the White House's 
communications director, sought 
to clarify Bush's statements on 
Sunday television news shows Jan. 
16, saying the statement simply 
reflects Bush's perspective on the 
legislative reality and "does not 
change President Bush's view" on 
the amendment or hi.s support for 
it. 

Family Research Council Presi­
dent Tony Perkins, in a Jan. 17 press 
release responding to Bush's com­
ments, said the voters who elected 
him to office expect him to push 
hard for the amendment. 

"Let's be clear. Both here and 
abroad, the judicial assault on 
man-woman marriage is well under 
way," Perkins said. 

"For our nation's leaders to be 
advocating that we wait for the De­
fense of Marriage Act to be struck 
down by the courts before they act 
to protect marriage is like a fire 
chief telling a local hotel to wait 
until there is a fire to install a sprin­
kler system." 

NORTHEAST INSIDE 
PASSAGE CRUISE 

Join other Baptists visiting French Canada, Nova Scotia, and beautiful New 
England. Fly from your closest major airport and be met by 'your man' at 
Boston's Logan International. Start your one week historical motor coach 
tour visiting Boston; Mystic, CT; New York City; Philadelphia; Hyde Park; 
and Montreal with included city tours. Relax in your deluxe motor coach 
and let 'your man' show you the sights with daily included sightseeing. In 
Montreal board your 5-star ship Holland America Line's ms Maasdam and 
sail back to Boston for one week. In route visit Quebec City; Saguenay 
Fjord; Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island; Sydney & Halifax, Nova Scotia 
and Bar Harbor Maine. Let the local delicacies tempt you, different cultures 
spark your curiosity and enjoy the cooler climate. And your ship is designed 
to carry fewer passengers than other ships in her class. The ms Maasdam 
is one of the most spacious ships at sea with the finest service Holland is 
famous for. What's not to like! Prices start at only $1898 (per person, 
double occupancy) including all taxes, port charges, the motor coach tour 
with daily escorted sightseeing and 7 nights in hotels, and the 7 day deluxe 
cruise. Add $400 for round trip airfare. Space is limited. Friends and family 
are welcome. $100 deposits are now due! 

For information, reservations, and brochure call 7 days a week: 

'YOUR MAN' TOURS 1-800-968-7626 
Providing_c;1refree vacations since 1967! 
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New director at Jonathan Creek 
Harold & Pam Bellendir to 
move from Bowling Green 

Many of you are aware that since 
May 2003 we have been looking· 
for a director for Jonathan Creek. 
While this has been a lengthy pro­
cess, the time has been beneficial 
as we have been able to 
realize our needs and, 
more importantly, target 
our search for a person to 
meet these needs for the 
future of Jonathan Creek 
and Kentud<y Baptist As­
semblies as a whole. 

of Hillvue Heights Church. Harold 
has many years experience in camp 
ministry. For the last eight years, he 
operated his own business. Harold 
has the necessary skills to admin­
ister a business and, more irnpor- • 
tantly, he understands the role of 
camping in making Christ known 

to our guests. 
I ask each of you to 

pray for Harold and Pam 
as they prepare to make 
significant changes in 
their lives. They are leav­
ing a church family that 
is a large part of their lives 
and will be changing from 
business owner to camp 
ministry, which does 
not seem logical by the 

Harold Bellendir and 
his wife, Pam, officially 
will join our ministry 
/ pril 1. I cannot express 
how excited and, quite 
frankly, relieved I am that 

David Melber standards @f the world. 

God has chosen to bring a person 
such as Harold to Jonathan Creek. 
During the past 20 months of at­
tempting to fill two roles, I !mow 
Jonathan Creek has suffered as 
well as our ministry as a whole. 
As we prepare to begin the launch 
of year-round programming and a 
new camp program at Cedarmore, 
the demands continue to grow on 
our staff. God's timing is perfect, 
and now, looking bad<, we all 
can see many benefits of the long 
search. 

Harold and Pam are from 
Bowling Green and are members 

Remember them also as 
they seek to find a home as well as 
.a new church home. When Harold 
officially begins work it will be on 
the eve of the most hectic time 
of year. April will perhaps be the 
single largest non-summer month 
of conference attendance that Jona­
than Creek has ever experienced, 
and May will bring summer staff 
to begin Crossings at the Creek. 
Looks like summer is almost here 
already! 
David Melber is president of Kentucky 
Baptist Assemblies. Contact him at 
3043 Beal Road, Hardin, KY 42048; 
phone (270) 354-8355. 

If you are considering adoption, join us for the Louisville Adoption Fair, 
sponsored by WLKY's Wednesday's Child and local adoption agencies, 
including Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children . Take advantage of free 

workshops where you can learn more about the adoption process. 

1 - 4 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 6 
University of Louisville S_helby Campus 

9001 Shelbyville Road 

ist Homes for Chi 
21211 
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Bible Crosswords 
Across 
1 Once more; again 
5 Egyptian cobra, for one 
8 "Launch out ... let down your 

_· _for a draught" 
(Luke 5:4) 

12 Feminine nickname (var.) 
13 1/1000th of an inch 
14 " __ , lama sabachthani?" 

(Mark 15:34) 
15 With "off," visibly upset 
16 Defined time of history 
17 Bobbin of a weaver's shuttle 
18 Have 
20 U.S. medical research org. 
22 Woman married (two words) 
25 "The Lord is thy _ ... thy 

shade upon thy right hand" 
(Psalm 121 :5) 

29 Doesn't pedal 
30 "But to him that 

righteousness shall be a sure 
reward" (Proverbs 11: 18) 

31 Assn. 
32 Definite article 
33 Depended upon • 
37" __ , which had kept his 

bed eight years, and was sick 
of the palsy" (Acts 9:33) 

40 What the frontrunner will do 
41 One of "the seven churches 

in Asia" (Revelation 1 :11) 
42 Long, undetermined time 
43 Son of Noah 

(var., Luke 3:36) 
44 Having to do with the 

community (abbr.) 
47 Anger 
49 Wood for a funeral rite 
53 " __ was a great man 

among the Anakims" 
(Joshua 14:15) 

Last week's solution 

@ 1999 Barbour Publishing 

55 Corn serving 
56 "Not one __ of his head 

fall to the ground" 
(1 Samuel 14:45) 

57 Gossip (colloq.) 
58 Promotion for a police 

officer (abbr.) 
59 They attend Promise 

Keepers events 

Down 
1 Corporate giant (abbr.) 
2 Jacqueline Kennedy, __ 

Bouvier 
3 Before (poet.) 
4 "But the younger __ refuse 

... they will marry" 
(1 Timothy 5:11) 

• 5 Make_ 
6 Title of respect 
7 "So Solomon ... covered the 

floor of the house with _ 
of fir" (1 Kings 6:14-15) 

8 "He shall neither have son 
nor __ among his people" 
(Job 18:19) 

9 High priest who raised 
Samuel 

10 High, rocky hill 
11 Wrongdoing 
19 __ paint 

Mike Morgan 

'8· 9 ~ 

Janet W Adkins 

21 Vowel trio 
22 Prepare meat for grilling 
·23 One of the fenced cities of 

Naphtali (Joshua 19:38) 
24 "Though thou shouldest 

make thy nest as high as the 
_" (Jeremiah 49:16) 

26 His name literally means "a 
stone" 

27 Leader Allen of the Green 
Mountain Boys • 

28 Father of Joanna (Luke 3:27) 
34 Wrath 
35 Part of the psyche 
36 "The cock shall not crow, till 

thou hast __ me thrice" 
(John 13:38) 

37 Express one's opinion 
38 Crony (arch.) 
39 Maiden in mythology 
44 Possessed with a devil 
45 Eastern state univ. 
46 Where an inch is really an 

inch (abbr.) 
48 Feminine name 
50 Sweet potato 
51 Grain mentioned in the Old 

Testament (Isaiah 28) 
52 Sea eagle 
54 "Then said I, __ Lord God" 

(Jeremiah 1 :6) 
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Missionaries remain hopeful amid tsuna1n,i heartbreak 
How to help 

These Baptist-related 
agencies are collecting 
funds for relief work: 

1 International 
Mission Board. Gifts 
designated "Asia ' 
Earthquake Disaster 
Relief' can be mailed 
to the International 
Mission Board, Box 
6767, Richmond, 
VA 23230. Or visit 
www.imb.org. 

By Manda Roten Gibson 
SBC International Mission Board 

Richmond, Va. (BP)-As coordina­
tor for Southern Baptist disaster 
relief in Asia, "Pat Julian" has seen a 
lot of heartbrealc But the aftermath 
of the recent tsunami is different. 

"The hopelessness in the eyes of 
the people and the suffering that 
has begun are scarring my emotions 
and soul as they have never been 
touched before," he said. 

(For security reasons the names 
of "Julian" and several other mis­
sionaries in this story have been 
changed.) 1woman's 

Missionary Union 
Foundation.Funds can 
be sent to HEART Fund­
Tsunami Response, Box 
11346, Birmingham, 
AL 35202-1346. Or visit 
www.wmufoundation. 
com. 

As he and his team have assessed 
damage and worked to meet needs, 
they've seen scene after scene of 
heartbreal<. They've watched the liv­
ing searching for the dead and won­
dering why they weren't killed too. 
They've been tempted to become 
angry when they see children left 
with no parents. 

VOLUNTEERS SERVING Debbie McDowell (left), South Carolina director of missions 
mobilization, and Ed Cox (right), director of the International Mission Board 
International Prayer Strategy Office, share breakfast with Sri Lankan families who lost 
their homes to the Dec. 26 tsunami. (/MB photo) 

I Baptist World Aid. 
Donations designated 
"Asian Tidal Wave 
Appeal" can be sent to 
Baptist World Aid, 405 
N. Washington St., Falls 
Church, VA 22046. Or 
visit www.bwa.org. 

1 Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship. Checks 
designated "#17016 
Asian Relief' can be 
mailed to Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship, Box 
101699, Atlanta, GA 
30392. 

1 Samaritan's 
Purse. Donations are 
accepted through 
www.samaritans 
purse.org. 

As one man showed bodies entan­
gled in wreckage to Julian's team, 
the map's face suddenly contorted, 
and he began to wail. He had just 
found the body of his older sister. 

Julian and other workers said 
they feel inadequate to the task be­
fore them. They are impacted by the 
"immense suffering," as Julian said, 
of the victims. But they recognize 
that they as relief workers will be 
permanently affected as well. 

"Evert relief worker who sees 
what we are seeing needs to grieve," 
he said. "Pray that we will grieve as 
God grieves." 

Emotionally overwhelming work 
"Jonathan Orfield" is coordinat­

ing relief logistics in one country 

affected by the disaster. "What has 
happened is overwhelming to those 
who are providing aid," he said. 
"One of our team members has said 
that the smell of human bodies is so 
overwhelming that it has saturated 
his clothes." 

Julian's wife, "Vicky," is at home 
working with volunteer requests 
and prayer support and homeschool­
ing their children. "The enormity of 
this situation is beyond anything we 
ever expected to-face," she said. "The 
load of the work ahead can be over­
whelming." 

Because the work is so emo­
tionally taxing, the International 
Mission Board insists missionaries 
working in tsunami relief leave the 
area after two weeks, even if just for 
a few days' rest. 

Don't waste your life 
Oneida offers a variety of short-term or 
full-time mission service opportunities 
By Michael Spencer 
Oneida Baptist Institute Assistant to the President · 

Baptist pastor and author John Piper recently 
published a book with the provocative title, 
"Don't Waste Your Life." In that book, Piper re­
minded me of former Oneida Baptist Institute 
President Barkley Moore, who regularly remind­
ed audiences that the Bible never uses the word 
"retirement." 

change in their life direction. 
One of the marvelous things about Oneida is 

our ability to find a place for all kinds of people 
to serve and use their gifts, and to support them 
while they are here. Those who minister at OBI 
short-term or full-time can be involved in min­
istries ranging from construction to teaching 
to administration to houseparenting to worship 
leadership. We always have trusted God to send 
us people who were called and gifted for minis­
try in our unique context. But I often wish more 

THIS IS ONEIDA 
people lmew that OBI is always a place 

•where the Spirit of the Lord can say, 
"Come over and help us." I can't help 

Additionally, they're getting help 
from missionaries trained to help 
other missionaries in their regions 
during personally difficult times, 
said Mark Whitworth, a member 
care consultant in the IMB's home 
office. Basically the role of these 
missionaries is to help relief workers 
talk through what they're experi­
encing, he said. In a few months and 
again this summer, missionaries 
will receive follow-up debriefing. 

Missionaries and other tsunami 
relief workers initially will feel 
emotionally and physically drained, 
Whitworth said, but the long-term 
effects generally are spiritual and 
emotional- not physical. 

The missionaries affirm this. 
Even with all the physical suffering, 
what is most difficult for them is 

'In His Hands' 
Louis Shepherd celebrates 
54 years of minis_try • 

The recently completed autobi­
ography of Louis Shepherd, "In His 
Hands," tells some of the story of a 
servant who lived and worked with 
conviction that "God has the whole 
world in His hands." 

Farm life and the nation 

knowing that so many people died 
without Jesus. 

"It was heartbreaking to see so 
much destruction with so little wit­
ness in the area," said Bob Lee, a mis­
sionary among the southern Thai 
people. "We could feel the urgency 

• of spreading the gospel." 
Whitworth said some missionar­

ies will question their own mission­
ary strategies, wondering what they 
could have done differently to reach 
more people with the gospel. 

Survivors struggle with "Why?" 
As tsunami survivors are strug­

gling to rebuild their lives, some 
are seeking spiritual answers to 
questions that regularly begin with 
"Why?" 

"I have seen this type of question­
ing often in this type of work, so 
that is not unusual. But I have never 
seen it on this scale. It is exciting to 
join God where He is already work­
ing," Julian said. 

He and other missionaries had 
been praying for two years for ac­
cess to share the gospel in an arec: 
that had been closed to them. The 
tsunami immediately opened those 
doors. 

"So many will be able to hear 
the good news who would never 
have heard otherwise," Vicky Julian 
said. "In the midst of the sorrow and 
destruction, God is at work and that 
brings us joy." 

Orfield said he has seen God cre­
ate opportunities. "God has really 
opened up an opportunity for believ­
ers to share God's love through acts 
of service in doing whatever we can 
to help the survivors of this terrible 
tragedy." 

Southern Seminary. 
After serving as pastor of 

churches in Adair and Christian 
counties, Shepherd served as direc­
tor of missions in Pulaski County 
(1962-75), Liberty Association 
(1975-78) and Freedom, Wayne and 
Russell counties (1978-90). "It was 
my job to be an encourager to the 
pastors," he said. "My philosophy 

was a call to preach is a 
call to prepare; I often 
encouraged them to go to 
Clear Creek." 

Piper tells of reading about a retired 
couple spending their post-age-60 years 
in a houseboat, collecting seashells and 
playing softball. Piper asks if one could 
confidently appear before the judg­
ment seat of Christ announcing, "Look, 
Lord! Look at my shells!" 

but believe that there are many people 
throughout the churches of our conven­
tion who ought to come to Oneida for 
anywhere from a few weeks to many 
years. 

overcoming the Great 
Depression influenced 
Shepherd's early days. 
After nearly dying at age 8 
from scarlet fever and ap­
pendicitis, he concluded 
God "had spared my life 
for a purpose." --...> i 

His peers selected him 
DOM of the Year in 1985. 
Retiring as DOM, • he 
became pastor of Mt. Ver­
non Baptist Church and 
served until 1998. From 
1993-99 he also served 
as interim DOM of Rus­
sell County Association. 

Piper-as did Moore-realizes that 
most Americans have a remarkable 
amount of control over how they spend 
their lives. Are we spending our years 

Surely singles are looking for a place 
to use their freedom and simple lifestyle 

W.F. Underwood for the Lord. Are there families-like the 

and gifts in the joyful service of Christ, or in pur­
suits that ultimately will prove meaningless? 

There is a wonderful movement going on 
among many Kentucky Baptists to spend part of 
each year in short-term missions. Partnerships be­
tween churches, commitments to work in other 
nations , mercy ministries to places affected by di­
saster, trips by intergenerational church groups 
to do mission work; all these kinds of efforts have 
made Kentucky Baptists (and other Southern Bap­
tists) more aware of missions than ever. 

I wonder what God is saying to those who are 
participating in these missions efforts. We all 
know what transforming experiences "mission 
trips" can be, but I wonder if God is speaking to 
many of these pe.ople to make a more substantial 

• Spencers- looking for a place to serve 
and a good place to raise children? Are there 
gifted couples who are called to teach, but want 
the uniqueness of a diverse, missions-oriented 
school like OBI? Is God calling those with retire­
ment years left to come and serve in practical, 
servant-hearted ways? 

Perhaps you are one of those people who has 
discovered the joy of missions. If God has enabled 
you to serve Him, then "don't waste your life!" 
Come over and help us! Call or write Dr. Under­
wood, and discover how you can be part of a great 
community of missionary servants experiencing 
the joy of Jesus here in the mountains. 
WF Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida 
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org 

During World War 
II, he served in England. 
After Germany surren­
dered, while waiting for 
departure to the Pacific, 

Bill Whittaker 

the chaplains had a tent revival. "It 
was a great revival that spoke to my 
soul," Shepherd recalls. "One day, 
when I got in from duty, I lay down 
to sleep. Suddenly I awakened and 
felt that the Lord was calling me 
to preach. I did not feel qualified 
to preach." 

He returned to his pre-war job. 
"I made a good salary, but I didn't 
seem to prosper," Shepherd said. 
''I'd been called to preach, but I had 
done nothing about it." He returned 
to Kentucky and completed degrees 
at Lindsey Wilson and Georgetown 
colleges; in 1954 he graduated from 

From 2000 until March 1, 2004, 
he was full time. The association 
sponsors a clothing center and an 
outreach to Hispanics. 

Bro. and Mrs. Shepherd attend 
Friendship Baptist Churcl1 (where 
they were married 56 years ago 
and he was ordained 50 years ago). 
Each week he drives to Columbia 
to visit his "remarkable mother"; 
100 years old last September. She 
has a remarkable son. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
KY 40977; (606) 337-3196 
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'Image of God' 

YOUNG ANO OLD A father and his son are pictured in Ric Ergenbright's 150-
page photo volume, "The Image of God. " 

Photographer seeks to capture 
glory of God through humanity 
By Dwayne Hastings 
Baptist Press 

Nashville (BP)- The 150 pages 
of Ric Ergenbright's oversized 
volume, "The Image of God," con­
tain stunning photography that 
captures what Ergenbright calls 
God's crowning achievement in 
creation: mankind. 

Along with an array of images, 
the book opens with the creation 
story itself, with scriptural refer­
ences that address man's cre­
ation, fall and redemption. 

As an international travel 
photographer who has worked 
on assignment for National Geo­
graphic, Life, Outdoor Photog­
raphy, the .e,.udubon Society and 
others, Ergenbright admitted he 
once had a "secular view oflife." 

"I didn't believe in the exis­
tence of God, so I certainly didn 't 
believe He was directing my life," 
he said. "When I came to faith in 
Christ, my eyes were graciously 
opened to see He had been con­
trolling my every step. 

"It was like looking at the 
world with one eye closed- that 
is monocular vision where every­
thing is flat. And when I opened 
the other eye, I had binocular 
vision," Ergenbright said of his 
new perspective after becoming 
a Christian. 

"All of a sudden everything 
became richer and deeper; I saw 
the true glory of its design." 

Ergenbright's newfound per­
spective also helped him become 
a more thoughtful artist. 

"As a trained photographer, I 
was able to construct a well-com­
posed picture, but apart from 
knowing the meaning of it, it was 
meaningless in the full sense of 
that word," he said, adding that 
it was "like a secular view of sci­
ence where you might know how 
things work, but you deny why 
_things work." 

Intent to glorify God 
Ergenbright said there isn't 

a picture in the book taken 
without the "intent of glorifying 
God," even when his subjects did 
not !mow Christ. 

"I can't look upon any man 
without seeing him as a unique 
individual created by God and 
known by God before the founda­
tions of the world were set. He 
knows our frame , and He knows 
our every day before it is begun," 
Ergenbright reflected. 

Photographs in "The Image 
of God" represent the faces from 
ethnic and racial groups in pro­
portion to the population of the 
world. Ergenbright said he hopes 
that perspective will compel 
Christians to look differently at 
people around them, even those 
who deny God. 

"How can you really love your 
neighbor if you do not see man as 
glorious, made in the image of 
God?" Ergenbright asked. "While 
we are broken images, we are still 
made in ffis image." 

According to the Bible, man is 
the "most glorious and exalted of 
God's creation" even if human­
ity doesn't play the part, he said. 
"Since man is uniquely made in 
the image of the all-glorious Cre­
ator, his glory is based entirely on 
the glory of God Himself." 

Ergenbright said the "out­
working of the fall" causes many 
people to not see humanity as 
glorious. 

"We see in the world such 
great evidence of the sinful 
heart of man and the nature of 
the fall ," he said, noting the im­
portance of reconnecting "God's 
purpose in man so that we can 
understand His true glory and 
live according to the commands 
of Scripture." 
Photos by Ric Ergenbright and information 
about his books are available at www. 
ricergenbright.com. 
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A Generous Orthodoxy: Why I Am 
a ... Christian. Brian McLaren. 
Zondervan/Youth Specialties, 2004. 
297 pages. $19.99. ••••• (out of 
five) 

The emergent church. Emergent 
Christianity. Emergent worship. 

having the impact it could. 
When I pick up a book, I expect to 

get the full measure of what the au­
thor has to offer: Instead "Love Tall<" 
confronts readers with the need to 
purchase a workbook to fully under­
stand what the authors are saying. 

Another problem : Emergent is everywhere 
these days. a Generous A quid< ched< of major 

Christian bo ok stores 
found no one carrying the 
workbook in stock. Also, 
the only assessment tool 
is online and involves ad­
ditional cost. True; you 
get one assessment free, 
but what good is one as-

In addition to the 
Western Recorder, no less 
significant, if not polar 
opposite, Christian jour­
nals as Christianity Today 
and Christian Century 
have given the emergent 
movement cover story 
exposure. 

Or+&i ., 
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But what is it? Is it just another 
word for post-modern (as if we are 
not already tired of that one)? 

A way of packaging the missional 
church ideology for a popular audi­
ence? 

An approach to marketing the 
church for a new generation? 

A style or fad that will soon pass? 
Brian McLaren is a pastor in the 

Baltimore-Washington area and a 
pioneering author in the field of 
emergent Christianity. He offers 
this book as his theological reflec­
tion on the meaning of emergent 
Christianity. 

McLaren borrows the title of his 
book from a phrase coined by Hans 
Frei of Yale University. Frei used 
"generous orthodoxy" to describe a 
vision ofChnstianity that contained 
the best of conservative 
and liberal theology, yet 
moved beyond the founda­
tionalism that character­
ized both. 

"A Generous Ortho­
doxy" is at once a simple 
and complex work. Its sim­
plicity comes from McLar­
en's writing style, whicl1 
uses a narrative approach 
to address multi-layered issues. The 
complexity comes to the fore as he 
addresses theories of the way we 
lmow and understand and applies 
them to the way we do theology. 

McLaren's theological take on 
emergent Christianity might make 
many who want to use its meth­
ods uncomfortable. "A Generous 
Orthodoxy" is a challenge to move 
beyond the divisions and inter­
Nicene battles to a more expansive 
and world-embracing view of the 
church's mission.Jim Holladay 

Love Talk: Speak Each Other's 
Language Like You Never Have 
Before . Les ahd Leslie Parrott. 
Zondervan Publishing, 2004. 185 
pages. 19.99. •• 

When it comes to speaking 
"languages" in marriage, Gary 
Chapman's "Five Love Languages" 
owns the ·market. 

That perennial best-seller has 
spawned numerous sequels that 
focus on the "lQve languages." 

The premise of "Love Talk" is the 
same: We should learn about our 
partner's communication style in 
love, both as a talker and a listener. 
This book, however, is no threat 
to Chapman's dominance when it 
comes to talking love. 

Les and Leslie Parrott contend 
that the secret to loving conversa­
tion is determining your needs and 
your partner's needs. Basically, they 
mal<e an adequate case for their 
point. My problem with the book is 
its marketing, which keeps it from 

sessment in a two-person 
relationship? 

I do not quarrel with the book's 
content, per se. The Parrots have a 
good point about discovering our 
deepest needs. But in reading this 
book, I found the experience want­
ing, And the only way to fill the gap 
is to open my pocketbook and add 
to the already high price of $19.99. 
There are better and less expensive 
options to improve communication 
in marriag~. Wayne Hager 

A Pilgrimage of Faith: My Story. 
Henlee Barnette. Mercer University 
Press, 2004. 291 pages. $35. •••• 

As a student at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, my first im­
pression of Henlee Barnette was as 
a slightly disheveled man, always 
moving with a sense of purpose, 

who wore his wrist watch 
on the outside of the 
sleeve of his coat or shirt. 

During my years there, 
I learned he was a pas­
sionate follower of Jesus 
Christ, who, like his friend 
Clarence Jordan, did not 
suffer fools lightly. As a 
student in his classes and 
later as a fellow struggler 

in both our post-seminary years, I 
fo~nd him to be a warm, hospitable 
fellow who enjoyed the company of 
others, especially when that com­
pany was expanding the horizons of 
his conscience: 

"A Pilgrimage of Faith" is a tes­
timony to the truth that no matter 
how well we think we lmow some­
one, there is so much more to one's 
life than meets the eye. Henlee's 
story shatters the myth that people 
who are concerned about social 
ethics and social ministry are weak 
in evangelism. The narrative of his 
life is also the chronicle of an era 
and an institution. The implicit 
dialogue with Reinhold Niebuhr, 
Walther Rauschenbush and Clar­
ence Jordan that is reflected as he 
shaped his own ethical method is 
fascinating.· 

In many ways, Henlee '.s memoir 
is a simple story written by a simple 
man who simply wanted to follow 
Jesus. 

Henlee wrote "A Pilgrimage of 
Faith" primarily for his children. 
Others encouraged him to publish 
this memoir, which he did reluc­
tantly. He died just days before it 
was released, and some might won­
der if he did so to avoid hearing the 
reviews. 

For those who !mew him, this 
book will be a time to recall one 
who shaped our lives. For those who 
did not !mow him, Henlee's story of 
faith can be an eye-opener to the 
depth and breadth of Christian dis­
cipleship. Jim Holladay 

By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Mt. Airy, 
N.C.; and Jim Holladay, 
pastor of Lyndon Baptist 
Church in Louisville. 
They welcome feedback 
or suggestions for book 
reviews. Contact them 
via e-mail at: 
whager@trificient.net; or 
lyndonpastor@aol.com. 
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PRAYER 
PARTNERS 

Please pray for the 
following Kentucky 
Baptist missionaries 
and ministries: 

Mission Service Corps 
Missionary Jonathan 
Smith of McDowell. 
Smith directs 
student services at 
God's Appalachian 
Partnership. The 
partnership ministers 
to students through 
weekly Bible studies, 
mission experiences 
and evangelistic events 
and has started prayer 
groups in two high 
schools and middle 
schools. The average 
of 50 students who 
participate each week 
has put a strain on 
transportation and 
adult leaders. One 
young man from a 
neighboring town 
walks four miles 
from his home to the 
nearest pick-up point 
for a ride to the weeldy 
Bible study. Pray for 
transportation and 
drivers to help with 
this ministry in which 
several young people 
already have committed 
their lives to Christ. 

Children's ministry 
at Watson Memorial 
Baptist Church 
in Louisville. The 
children's ministry 
continues to grow 
under the guidance of 
adult leaders and Pastor 
Kevin Smith. Workers 
provide an after-school 
tutoring program 

MOUNTAINS TO THE MISSISSIPPI 
COMPILED BY STAFF 

■ BETHLEHEM-Bethlehem Church 
recently called Greg Taylor as pastor. 
He previously served as the church's 
youth minister. 
■ BROWDER-Eugene Cathey re­
cently resigned as pastor of Browder 
Church. 
■ CRESTWOOD-Crestwood Church 
will host a Song of Solomon Con­
ference for students in grades 6-12 
Feb. 13, 2-6 p.m. The conference, led 
by John Willis, offers teens biblical 
guidelines for romantic relation­
ships. For more information, visit 
www.crestwoodbaptist.org. 
■ CROMWELL-Green Rivet Church's 
mission team will leave Jan. 29 for 
the church's annual mission trip to 
Leon, Nicaragua. 
■ HARLAN-Harlan Church ordained 
Bobby Dixon as a deacon Jan 9. 

■ IRVINE-Friendship Church or­
dained Darrell Baker as a deacon 
Dec. 11. Charles Mirade is pastor. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Deer Park Church 
ordained Thresa Bingman and Tom 
Coursen as deacons Jan. 16. , 
■ MONTICELLO-Rectors Flat Church 
recently called Rick Catron as pas­
tor. 
■ OLATON-Olaton Church recently 
called-Eddie Harpole as pastor. 
■ SHELBYVILLE-Oayvillage Church 
recently called Lee Bolton as pastor: 
■ UTICA-Barnett Creek Church re­
cently called·Gary Hines as pastor. 
■ WILLIAMSBURG- First Church will 
host a Lenten study on Wednesday 
nights based on Philip Yancey's book 
"Where Is God When It Hurts?" The 
study will be held Feb. 2, 9, 23 and 
March 2, 9 and 23, 6:25 p.m. 

Peterson, longtime Clear Creek 
dean and faculty member, dies 

Lancaster-Leroy Peterson, a long­
time faculty member and.academic 
dean at Clear Creek Baptist Bible 
College in Pineville. died 
Jan. 18. He was 80. 

Peterson, a native of 
Michigan, was a graduate of 
Clear Creek, Columbia (S.c.) 
Bible College and Southern 
Baptist Theological Semi­
nary in Louisville. He also 

as a faculty member. He served as 
academic dean from 1970-1981 and 
retired in 1991. 

was a U.S. Navy v~teran. Leroy Peterson 
In 1958, white attend-

Peterson was pastor of 
Kentucky Baptist churches 
in Barbourville, Burnside, 
Cumberland, Fleming and 
London as well as churches 
il). Tennessee and Virginia. 
While serving in Tennes­
see, he established the first 
Choctaw Indian Baptist 
church in Golddust, Tenn., 

ing Southern Seminary, Peterson 
worked for Kentucky Farm Bureau. 
While there, he designed and built 
"Freddy Farm Bureau," a 13-foot 
talking mannequin that has served 
more than 45 years as the fair's 
mascot-in-residence. 

Named to the Clear Creek 
faculty in 1962, Peterson was the 
school's first alumnus to return 

in partnership with the former 
Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board. 

Peterson is survived by his wife, 
Irene, two daughters. seven grand­
children and one great-grandson. 
Memorial gifts may ·be sent to the 
Leroy Peterson Memorial Fund for 
Preaching at Clear Creek Baptist 
Bible College. 
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®;),~ CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

January 
27-28 Quarterly Prayer Meeting for 

Spiritual A1iYakening, Maple Grove 
Baptist Church, Louisville. 

28-29 Preschool/Children's Ministry 
Meeting, Trinity Baptist Church, 
Lexington. 

February 
4-5 Great Commission Prayer 

Conference, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville. 

11-12 Deacon/Pastor/Spouse Retreat, 
Cave City Convention Center. 

15 Regional Annuity Conference, 
Baptist Building, Middletown. 

15 Regional Annuity Conference, Living 
Hope Baptist Church, Bowling 
Green. 

17 Regional Annuity Conference, 
Broadway Baptist Church, 
Lexington. 

17 Regional Annuity Conference, First 
Baptist Church, Hazard. 

19 All-State Youth Choir/Orchestra 
Auditions, Eastwood Baptist 
Church, Bowling Green. 

26 All-State Youth Choir/Orchestra 
Auditions, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville. 

26 Regional Keyboard Festival, First 
Baptist Church, Murray. 

26 Regional Keyboard Festival, 
Eastwood Baptist Church, Bowling 

- Green. • 

For more information, call (888) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org 

DESSERT AUCTION Josh Hoffman and Justin May inspect desserts at a silent 
auction sponsored by the Oneida Baptist Institute Baptist Student Union Jan. 10. 
The auction, held to benefit tsunami victims in southeast Asia, raised more than 
$2,000. The highest-bid treat was a batch of brownies baked by OBI first lady 
Kay Underwood that sold for $200. All proceeds from the auction were sent to 
the Southern Baptist International Mission Board, where missionaries will use 
the funds for tsunami relief. 

I 

to assist children 
with homework and 
personal growth. 

CLASSIFIED Aos 
The ministry also 
provides evangelistic 
events directed toward 
children and teens 
in the area. Pray that 
tutors will fully connect 
with each child and 
that opportunities 
for sharing the gospel 
will be fruitful. Pray 
also for resources and 
direction as the church 
builds a multi-purpose 
facility that will 
enable them to' meet 
the growing demands 
of the surrounding 
community. 

If you would like 
Kentucky Baptists to 
join in praying for a 
ministry of your church 
or association, ~end 
the information to 
Eric Allen at Eric.Allen 
@kybaptist.org or call 
(888) 263-5080. 

FOR SALE: 2004 enclosed Hall­
mark cargo trailer. Black; 6x9; 
excellent condition; bought new in 
May 2004 for $1,875. Will sell 'for 
$1,400: Call (859) 516-1699, or e-mail 
herose@mikrotec.com. 

FOR SALE: Protect your gym floor 
with 2,500 square feet of'tan Thor 
Tarp covering, 18mm in five 10x50-
foot rolls. Made of fire-retardant 
vinyl that will not scratch valuable 
gym floor and is slip-resistant. Paid 
$1,215 new in June 2004. Selling for 
$800. May deliver, depending on dis­
tance. Call (859) 516-1699, or e-mail 
herose@mikrotec.com. 

SEEKING: A full-time minister to 
students is prayerfully being sought 
for a Southern Baptist church (aver­
ages 580 in SS) to lead ministries 
for middle school, high school and 
college students. Send resume to Dr. 

• Herb Hester, 108 E Grundy St., Tulla­
homa, TN 37388. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
music/education for Sharon BC in 
Wichita. Kansas (MSA 500,000+). 
Blended worship. . Experiencer 
seminary preferred. Resumes 
to: Bob Hartmann, 4621 N Farm­
stead, Wichita, KS 67220. E-mail: 
bhartmann@sharonsbc.org. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for New 
Hope Community Baptist Church of 

. Jackson, Ky. Please submit resume 
to: New Hope, 1621 Highway 30 W, 
Jackson, KY 41339. 

SEEKING: Full-time associate 
pastor with ministry focus on stu­
dents and recreation for a vibrant 
First Baptist church in Southeast­
ern Kentucky. Seminary training 
and youth ministry experience 
preferred. Please send resume to: 
Search Committee, 201 North Main 
St., Barbourville, KY 40906, or e-mail 
to chsec@barbourville.com. 

SEEKING: Senior pastor to lead 
growing, missions-focused church 
in rural northeast Nelson County. 
Church has three associate pastors; 
worship attendance (in two services) 
is 350; Sunday school attendance is 
190; AWANA program attendance is 
135. Candidates must have an earned 
master of divinity or higher degree. 
Candidates must have demonstrated 
experience in leading and complet­
ing a building project. Candidates 
must have demonstrated experience 
in leading a growing churcl1. Send 
resume to: Pastor Search Commit­
tee, Bloomfield Baptist Church, PO 
Box 217, Bloomfield, KY 40008. 

SEEKING: An experienced pastor 
to lead this missions-focused church 
located in a growing community. 
Referrals are welcome and encour­
aged. Send resume with references, 
in confidence, by Jan. 31, 2005, to: 
Ballardsyille Baptist Church, 4300 S 
Highway 53, Crestwood, KY 40014, 
Attn: Search Team. 

SEEKING: Bivocational youth 
minister for a growing, · suburban 
Northern Kentucky church. This 
ministry position could potentially 
become full-time in the future. 
A love for Christ and teenagers a 
must. Please send resumes to: Youth 
Minister Search Committee, Union 
Baptist Church, PO Box 194, Union, 
KY 41091, by Feb. 1, 2005. 

SEEKING: Associate pastor/church 
administrator. Culpeper Baptist 
Church, Culpeper, Va. 1000-mem­
bers, two worship services-contem­
porary and traditional. Moderate 
conservative church founded in 
1774; affiliated with Shiloh Baptist 
Association, CBF, BGAV and SBC. Job 
description a-v:ailable on request. Re­
sumes received at: Personnel Com­
mittee, 318 South West St., Culpeper, 
VA 22701 ; tfus.on@culpeperbaptist. 
org. (540) 825-8192. 

' ' 

SEEKING: Minister of music. Cul­
peper Baptist Church, Culpeper, 
Va. 1000-members, two worship ser­
vices-contemporary and traditional. 
Moderate conservative church found­
ed in 1774; affiliated with Shiloh Bap­
tist Association, CBF, BGAV and SBC. 
Job description available on request. 
Resumes received at: Personnel 
Committee, 318 South West St., Cul­
peper, VA 22701; tfuson@culpeper 
baptist.org. (540) 825-8192. 

SEEKING: Full-time administra­
tive assistant for Long Run Baptist 
Association, Louisville. For more 
information, see www.Irba.org. 

SEEKING: An experienced, full- · 
time senior pastor to lead a mis­
sions-focused Southern Baptist con­
gregation in a growing community 
in central Kentucky. ·send resume 
with references to: First Baptist 
Church. 111 Main St., Lawrenceburg, 
KY 40342, Attn: Search Committee. 

SEEKING: Director of missions. 
The Personnel Committee of Elk­
horn Baptist Association, Lexington, 
Ky., will be receiving resumes in Jan­
uary and February, 2005. Resumes 
and letters may be sent to: Terrence 
Fi;eeman, 811 Bryan Ave., Lexington, 
KY 40505. 
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'Just Peacemaking' 
Some ethicists 
advocate option to 
'just war' theory 
By Alexandra Alter 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly 

Miami (RNS)-Alrnost two years 
have passed since the start of the 
Iraq war, but the issues of war, 
peace and nation-building still 
dominate much of the debate 
among Christian ethicists. 

In a significant shift, a number 
of scholars are looking at taking a 
proactive approach to peacemaking 
rather than merely shunning war. 

At the 2003 meeting of the 
Society of Christian Ethics, two 
months before the U.S. invasion of 
Iraq, most participants criticized 
the impending conflict either by 
arguing that a pre-emptive invasion 
did not meet standards of Christi.an 
just-war theory or by advocating 
pacifism. 

At their 46th annual gathering 
last month, some members pro­
posed what they say is a potentially 
powerful third alternative: the 
application of "just peacemaking 
theory" to diffuse current conflicts 
and prevent future wars. 

"When we debated the Iraq war 
in this society two years ago, it was 
based on just-war theory," said 
Glen Stassen, a professor of Chris­
tian ethics at the evangelical Fuller 
Theological Seminary and author 
of "Just Peacemaking: Ten Practices 
for Abolishing War." 

"What's happening in the soci­
ety today is an increasing adoption 
of just peacemaking theory." 

Arguing that conflicts can be 
best resolved-and ultimately 
avoided- through international 
treaties, economic development 
and a greater push for human 
rights, Stassen and other scholars 
said pacifists had failed to offer the 
American public an alternative to 
the war in Iraq. 

"Just saying 'No' doesn't work; 
you've got to state clearly the alter­
native, which was, 'Let the inspec­
tions work,"' Stassen said. 

Just-war theory claims violence 
is justifiable 111 the defense of in-

GIVE PEACE A CHANCE? Some Christian ethicists say 'iust peacemaking' actions 
might have prevented such conflicts as the Iraq invasion. (Newhouse photo) • 

nocent people, but only when 
formally declared by a legitimate 
government that has exhausted all 
diplomatic alternatives. 

Just-peacemaking theory pushes 
for advance diplomatic engage­
ment while allowing for military 
action where appropriate. 

The idea has proven increasingly 
appealing to Christian thinkers 
struggling to develop appropriate 
responses to the threat of terror­
ism, genocide and inter-religious 
conflict. 

In the past 10 years, several 
books and 40 articles on just-peace 
theory have been published. 

But not everyone agreed that 
just peacemaking theory can serve 
as a stand-in for pacifism. 

Scott Davis, a professor of reli­
gion and ethics at the University 
of Richmond, noted that just peace­
making, unlike pacifism, presup­
poses the necessity of war. 

"Just peacemaking amounts to 
not much more than the exhor­
tation to take seriously a better 
peace as the proper object of any 
just war,". Davis wrote in an e-mail 
message. 

Much of the debate over the role 
of Christian ethics in foreign policy 
centered on the Iraq war as scholars 
discussed the best way to achieve 
stability. 

While criticism of U.S. military 

policy in Iraq echoed in conversa­
tions throughout the conference, 
several panelists voiced support 
for an extended American military 
presence in Iraq and called for 
more troops. 

Talk for and against military 
David Hollenbach, professor 

of social ethics at Boston College, 
insisted just-war theory and just­
peacemaking theory are interre­
lated systems for securing peace. 

He said some conflicts require 
military intervention, while others 
are best resolved through treaties 
and negotiations. 

Hollenbach argued for simulta­
neous war and diplomacy, drawing 
on Sudan, where a civil war in the 
south killed 2 million people while 
the Sudan conflict in Darfur has 
killed 70,000 people. 

He advocated both a multilateral 
military intervention in Darfur, 
where militias have engaged in 
ethnic cleansing, and peacemak­
ing through diplomatic pressure in 
southern Sudan. 

"A strong commitment to peace­
making and nonviolence and the 
just-war theory remain comple­
mentary, and the two conflicts in· 
the Sudan reveal why," he said. 
"Military intervention in (Darfur) 
is justified and indeed morally re­
quired." 
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Same groups say SpangeBab 
video promotes gay families 

Washington (RNS)-Conservative Christian groups are 
criticizing a multicultural children's video featuring 
SpongeBob SquarePants and other TV characters, claim­
ing it promotes acceptance of gay and lesbian families. 

The video, "We Are Family," was created by Nile Rodg­
ers, who wrote a 1970s disco hit of the same title. After 
9-11, Rodgers formed the New York-based We Are Family 
Foundation to promote tolerance and diversity. 

Rodgers said his video, featurtng more than 100 chil­
dren 's characters-including Arthur, Barney and Clifford 
the Big Red Dog-will be sent to 61,000 public and private 
elementary schools across the country in March to affirm 
diversity. 

"Cooperation and unity are the most important values 
we can teach children," said Rodgers, in a statement on 
the organization's Web site. "We believe that this is the 
essential first step to loving thy neighbor." 

The video does not ex­
plictly mention homosexu­
ality but some Christian 
groups allege it promotes 
different kinds of·families 
in singing "We Are Fam­
ily." The video encourages 
children to go to the We 
Are Family foundation's 

SpongeBob SquarePants Web site to sign a tolerance 
pledge. 

"If you look at the Web site, it becomes pretty clear that 
a part of the agenda is to change the definition of family 
to include virtually anyone who chooses to be called a 
family, including homosexual couples and homosexual 
couples raising children," said Peter Sprigg, senior direc­
tor of policy studies for the Washington-based Family 
Research ·council. 

"Much of what they have is coded language that is 
regularly used by the pro-homosexual movement such as 
'tolerance' and 'diversity.' 

"Ultimately we feel that this is being used as propagan­
da to indoctrinate very small children to accept a different 
definition of family." 

Sprigg said the companies behind SpongeBob Square­
Pants and the other cartoon characters may not endorse 
gay and lesbian families, but are being employed to give 
that message legitimacy. 

The pledge was written by the Southern Poverty Law 
Center-a civil rights group based in Montgomery, Ala.-as • 
part of its National Campaign for Tolerance. The pledge 
advocates respect for differences between individuals-in­
cluding differences of culture, belief and sexual identity. 

Ed Vitagliano, a researcher for the Tupelo, Miss .-based 
American Family Association, said he was the first to raise 
public concern about the video after receiving word it 
would be sent to schools. 

"We ~re concerned that children who go to the Web site 
might encounter a moral message about homosexuality 
that their parents might not approve of," Vitagliano said. 

Washington pastor takes First Family's attendance -in stride 
By Adelle Banks 
Religion News Service 

Washington (RNS)-Pastor Luis 
Leon said he treats President Bush 
just like any other member at the 
historic St. John's Church, which is 
just a short walk from the White 
House. 

'Tm not an adviser of any fash­
ion," he said in an interview. "My re­
lationship is that of the local pastor 
of the church that he attends." 

But the man who gave the invo­
cation before Bush was sworn into 
office for the second time last week 
acknowledges his role, directing an 
Episcopal church attended by presi, 
dents dating to James Madison, is 
unique. 

"If you're looking at the ico­
nography of Washington, this fits 
somewhere in that iconography," 
he said. "A lot of people know about 
the little yellow church across the 

street from the White House." House to give the invocation at the 
The most famous worshipper and inauguration. California atheist 

the first lady attend once or twice a Michael Newdow had tried to halt 
month when they're in town, the those prayers, but his efforts were 
rector reports. They sit in struck down by district 
Pew 54-nine rows from ~ and appeals courts just 
the front-marked with a days before the ceremony. 
brass plate that reads "The Leon said he developed 
President's Pew" and fur- prayerful "talking points" 
nished with kneelers em- on thanksgiving and hope, 
broidered with the names but didn't end his prayer 
of past presidents. in Jesus' name. 

"I don't ever change a ____ __ ·"I think it needs to be 
sermon because he's corn- more inclusive," he said. 
ing to church, or I don't Luis Leon "The American character 
change a sermon because he's not is all sorts of languages and reli­
coming to church," Leon said. gions and what we're doing on that 

The one exception was last Thurs- day is celebrating that." 
day, when Leon gave a short homily Leon considers Bush to be a 
during a private Inauguration Day member of his church, given his 
prayer service at the church. regular attendance. The presi-

Since December, the 55-year-old dent, who once was a Presbyterian 
native of Cuba has known that Sunday school teacher, remains a 
he was designated by the White member of Highl,and Park United 

Methodist Church in Dallas. He was 
baptized :in an Episcopal chttrch 
in New Haven, Conn., according to 
"The Faith of George W. Bush" by 
Stepht:n Mansfield. 

Bush stands in li_ne for Commu­
nion and "shakes hands with every­
body at the exchange of the peace, 
just like everybody else," Leon said. 

Although the church is known 
most for its presidential parish­
ioners, Leon said he likes the di­
versity that comes from leading a 
downtown church. An average of 
450 people attend the three services 
each week. 

"It's multicultural in that we 
have people here who are from the 
high and mighty to people who are 
not high and mighty in · terms of 
how the world sees these things," 
he said. 

"I think that's what the church 
is at its best." 
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