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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

HURRICANE KATRINA 

Kentucky Baptists respond 
Volunteers feed 
victims; churches. 
& ministries offer 
evacuees housing 

Clinton, Miss.-Kentucky Baptists 
are opening their hearts, schedules 
and wallets to join in the unprec­
edented disaster relief response to 
victims of Hurricane Katrina. • 

As of Monday, at least 150 
Kentucky Baptist disaster relief 
volunteers already have traveled to 
Mississippi to help with feeding and 
cleanup crews. 

That number is expected to rise 
dramatically. Organizers for state 
disaster relief teams have been told 
their services could be needed for as 
long as 90 days, according to Larry 
Koch, disaster relief coordinator for 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

The two Kentucky kitchens in 
Clinton and Long Beach, Miss., 
are among 56 state Baptist mobile 
disaster relief kitchens serving in 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Aiabama, 
Georgia and Texas, according to the 
Southern Baptist North American 
Missipn Board. 

NAMB coordinates the work of 
state disaster relief crews in coopera­
tion with the American Red Cross. 

As of late last week, more than 
$80,000 had been contributed to 
KBC disaster relief, but that also is 
expected to increase as money filters 
through the churches to the KBC. 

At least 600 Kentuckians have 
signed up for training to work on 
a disaster relief team, and that 
number could double by the time 

LARGE-SCALE COOKING Pat Sigler of First Baptist Church of Kuttawa and Clifford Frazier of Cherry Hills Missionary Baptist Church 
in Louisa cook potatoes at the mobile kitchen in Long Beach, Miss. Currently, 56 Baptist mobile kitchens ate serving approximately 
300,000 meals daily in Mississippi, Louisiana, Alabama, Georgia and Texas. (KBC photo by Robert Reeves) 

training is finished, according to 
ministry assistant Peggy Berry of the 
KBC men on mission department. 

Churches and associations con­
tinue to call requesting training 
seminars so members can volunteer, 
she said. The first two training ses­
sions held at the KBC building in 
Louisville filled, and at least ten 
more are scheduled throughout the 
commonwealth, she said. 

• Berry called the volunteer spirit 
• of Kentucky Baptists to this disaster 
"overwhelming," adding that her 

office receives at least 100 calls per 
day from individuals, churches and 
associations offering assistance. 

"I think this has really broken 
people's hearts and they feel the 
need to do something," she said. 

In Lexington, Immanuel Baptist 
Church was planning to host 100 
evacuees who were scheduled to ar­
rive by the middle of this week. 

And Kentucky Baptist Assemblies 
could get up to 200 evacuees at both 
Cedarmore and Jonathan Creek 
assembly camps, according to KBA 

Want to help? 
Please see page 3 for details on 
how to give or volunteer. 

President David Melber. 
"We don't know any significant 

details other than we're on the list," 
Melber said, adding that if evacuees 
arrive, the camps will need volun­
teers to work with the evacuees and 
supplies, such as toiletry kits. "We 
just kind of wait on a phone call." 

Will 'compassion fatigue' stem ·flow of assistance for victims? 
By Dru Sefton 
Religion News Service 

Washington (RNS)-After nearly a 
week of following news coverage of 
Hurricane Katrina's aftermath, Rita 
Hess was feeling "·overwhelmed." 

So much bad news. So many hor­
rific images. Hess cried every day. 

"I kept wanting to hear some­
thing good," said Hess, of Enid, 
Okla. "I literally went to sleep one 
night with the TV on hoping to 
wake up to good news." 

By Saturday, she finally forced 
herself to turn off the television. 
She had to get away from Katrina, if 
only for a little while. 

That's a typical reaction during 
and after a disaster, experts say. 
And a healthy one. 

"I did that myself on Saturday," 
said Fran Norris, a research profes­
sor at Dartmouth Medical School 
specializing in disaster response. 
"You reach a point where you need 
to take a break.'' 

Studies suggest excessive watch­
ing of disaster coverage "can be dis­
tressing," added Norris, who also is 
affiliated with the National Center 
for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
in White River Junction, Vt. 

A poll after the December 2004 
Asian tsunami revealed 58 percent 
of Americans followed news of that 
disaster "very closely"-one of the 
· largest responses in nearly 20 years 
of monthly indexing by the Pew 
Research Center for the People and 
the Press. 

. But, "as with any crisis or disas­
ter, people move on," said Carroll 
Doherty, associate director of the 
center in Washington, D.C. "And in . 
some ways, normalcy returning is a 
good thing." 

Part of that turning away from 
the horrors of disaster may be due 
to an emotional numbness that 
sets in. 

"This tends to happen when 
people feel not only overwhelmed 

by images but also helpless to do 
anything," said Susan Moeller, au­
thor of "Compassion Fatigue: How 
the Media Sell Disease, Famine, War 
and Death." 

"Perhaps they've already made 
donations to the Red Cross or Salva­
tion Army, already held a bake sale 
to raise money,'' said Moeller, an 
associate professor of journalism at 
University of Maryland. 

That's what happened with Hess. 
"I've donated at my church, but I 

• still have this feeling of needing to 
be doing more somehow." 

Moeller said that after donating 
or volunteering, "it's hard to feel 
the information from the news 
you're taking in can help you do 
anything else." 

That's about when most stories 
begin to fall off the front pages 
and leads of television reports. "It's 
unusual that a story will last longer 
than a week, even a horrific crisis," 
Moeller said. 

September also is a difficult 
month for Americans to focus on 
any story. They're getting children 
to school, and returning to work 
from summer vacations, "parts of 
their lives that need increasing at­
tention," Moeller said . . 

Aspects of the hurricane story 
that will keep them reading and 
viewing are those that affect them 
directly, experts say, such as rising 
gasoline prices due to refinery prob­
lems along the hard-hit Gui( Coast. 

As for Hess, she recently had 
family over for dinner and spent 
the evening bug-hunting for her 
niece's 4H project. 

"Suc,h a pleasant distraction," 
she said, "to be concentrating on 
something as mundane as grass­
hoppers and bumblebees." 

Then it was back to Katrina. 
"Ninety percent of me just can't 

get enough," she added, "and the 
other 10 percent says, 'Stop.' It's 
hard to watch, but hard not to." 



2 WESTERN RECORDER BAPTISTS SEPTEMBER 13, 2005 

NAMB promotes initiatives to aid chur~hes, evacuees 
"If this effort is to 
be sustained, we 
are going to need 
Southern Baptists 
to step up as they 
never have before." 
Robert Reccord, SBC 
North American Mission 
Board president 

Alpharetta, Ga. (BP)- In response 
to the widespread destruction by 
Hurricane Katrina, Southern Bap­
tist Convention officials announced 
Sept. 5 two programs to help dam­
aged or destroyed churches recover 
and to help families and individu­
als displaced by the storm. 

Robert Reccord, president of the 
Southern Baptist North American 
Mission Board, outlined the two 
i11itiatives, "Adopt a Church" and 
"Houses of Hope." 

"We are asking healthy and • 
blessed SBC congregations across 
North America to adopt SBC con­
gregations that have been badly 
damaged or destroyed," Reccord 
said concerning the Adopt a Church 
plan. "This will be a commitment of 

. anywhere between one to two years. 
All manner of help will be needed: 
mission trips, rebuilding trips, care 
packages, appropriate financial 
support and encouragement for the 
staff who has been through numer­
ous challenges. 

"In addition, many other cre­
ative ideas for help and encourage­
ment are as yet to be birthed,''. he 
added. "We have already begun to 
work with the affected state con­
ventions to link churches in -this 
great Body-building effort for King­
dom growth." 

Reccord emphasized that no 
church is too small to offer assis­
tance . and that multiple partner­
ships are required to assist each 
church in need. 

No official count of affected 
churches was available last week as 

SBC President Bobby Welch 
sends out 'spiritual S.O.S.' 

Gulfport, Miss. (BP)-While touring Mississippi's storm­
ravaged Gulf Coast, Southern Baptist Convention President 
Bobby Welch called the devastation left by Hurricane Ka­
trina "the most grievous loss of humanity and the most 
horrific obliteration of property imaginable in recent his­
tory." 

"In fact, you can't even imagine it," said Welch, pastor of 
• First Baptist Church of Daytona Beach, Fla. 

"Despite the best efforts of the news media, it's impos­
sible to sense the confusion, observe the destruction, smell 
the stench, hear the cries, dry the tears, clothe the thread­
bare, as well as hug and feed the hurting and hungry un­
less you're here," Welch said after touring the stricken area 
Sept. 1-2. 

"This is a disaster of biblical proportion, and it demands 
a biblical response-now," he declared. "How can I be more 
explicit? This situation is dire-it's an ongoing emergency. 

"So I'm urgently calling upon and desperately pleading 
with our 16 million Southern Baptists and their 43,000 
churches to heed the call of the gospel right now. 

"TI1e devastation is so severe and the situation is so des­
perate that I'm sending out a spiritual S.O.S. to Christians 
of all faiths to come join the ranks ofour Southern Baptist 
disaster relief teams and other relief agencies," he added. 

Affirming the work of Baptist disaster relief volunteers, 
Welch said, "In some places, our folks were first on the 
scene, but we are going to need thousands more workers 
in order to meet the physical needs and, more importantly, 
the spiritual needs of multiplied thousands of these down­
trodden and displaced refugees. 

"If you can't get to the Gulf, don't worry. You can find 
another way to minister," Welch said, noting that many 
Southern Baptist churches are opening their facilities for 
evacuees and church members are opening their homes. 

"TI1is is the kind of ministry that's so urgently needed 
because it points people to our Lord and Savior Jesus . 
Christ," Welch emphasized. "We've done this kind of thing 
before, but never on this scale or for the length of time this• 
disaster will require." 

DEVASTATION The sanctuary of First Baptist Church of Gulfport, Miss., was among 
hundreds of church facilities along the Gulf Coast damaged or destroyed by Hurricane 
Katrina. (BP photo by Norm MilleF) 

convention officials continued try­
ing to contact pastors in Mississip­
pi, Louisiana and Alabama. But one 
unofficial estimate for Louisiana 
is that 300 churches either were 
severely damaged or completely 
qestroyed. 

The scope of the Houses of Hope 
initiative is expected to be massive 
based on the sheer number of dis­
placed individuals in the affected 
states. New Orleans alone had a 
population of more than 500,000, 
and government leaders have indi­
cated structural and environmental 
hazards will not allow residents to 
return permanently for months. 

Reccord said Houses of Hope will 

be one way Baptists can minister to 
those displaced by Katrina. 

Convention officials "are asking 
for churches with facilities that can 
be converted into temporary hous­
ing for evacuees to become Houses 
of Hope," he explained. "Our en­
couragement would be to begin 
with an initial commitment to 
house evacuees for 30 days, with a 
subsequent review for an extension 
if needed and appropriate." 

Houses of Hope guidelines sug­
gest churches work . together to 
rent an apartment or house for 
evacuees, use vacant missionary 
housing, . campers, motor homes, 
church gymnasiums or work with 

local hotels to provide housing. 
Immediate needs of many evacu­

ees are expected to include enroll­
ing children in school, arranging 
medical appointments and provid­
ing for basic needs such as food. 

Specific guidelines for the effort 
are posted on NAMB's Web site, 
www.namb.net. 

A number of churches through­
out the nation already have stepped 
in to offer facilities . 

"Our greatest opportunity and 
privilege is this: In the process of 
giving not only hope for today and 

'tomorrow, hope for eternity can be 
shared with those to whom every 
church has the opportunity to • 
minister," Reccord said. "And that 
is the reason for which we as Christ­
followers exist." 

After a church registers for 
Adopt a Church or Houses of Hope, 
information is forward to an af­
fected state convention which will 
match partner churches, individu­
als and families. 

Reccord visited Southern Baptist 
disaster relief sites in Baton Rouge 
and Covington, La., four days after 
Hurricane Katrina hit .. 

"These people have literally lost 
everything," Reccord said of the 
evacuees. "Many of them know they 
will never return to their homes. 

"The enormity of this disaster 
is truly stretching resources thin," 
he added. "We are pouring in every­
thing we. have, but if this effort is to 
p~ sustained, we are going t.9 need 
Southern BaJ?tists to s,tep_up ~s they 
never have before." 

Seminaries seek· t_o ease sister school's burden 
Atlanta- New Orleans Baptist 

Theological Seminary's main cam­
pus, still partially under water, is 
not expected to reopen for nearly 
a year, according to seminary of­
ficials. 

But seminary ,President Chuck 
Kelley remains optimistic. 

"God has given us the opportu­
nity to see the true measure of His 
greatness in helping us overcome 
the most difficult situation the 
seminary has ever faced," Kelley 
declared. "We believe that God is 
going to provide what we need." 

Part of that provision is expected 
ta come from New Or.leans Semi­
nary's five sister Southern Baptist 
Convention seminaries located 
across the nation. 

Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville began its 
efforts Aug. 30 by signing up volun­
teers to serve on relief teams that 
will be ready to go whenever they 
are called upon. To date, more than 
300 Southern students and faculty 
have volunteered. 

Southern also is collecting an 
offering for New Orleans Seminary. 
Thus far the seminary family has 
donated more than $30,000. 

Southern officials also are mak­
ing the school's campus available as 
a refuge for displaced New Orleans 
students. 

Among other Southern Baptist 
seminary responses: 

1 Midwestern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary in Kansas City, Mo., 
focused on New Orleans Seminary 
during a previously scheduled fall 
Day of Prayer Aug. 31. 

"Our Day of Prayer had been 
on the calendar for several weeks. 
Each semester we typically pray 
for the upcoming semester, our 
community, our students and our . 
churches," explained Midwestern 
President Philip Roberts . 

"But this semester, God refo­
cused the whole Midwestern family 
to pray for our brothers and sisters 
in Christ at ~ew Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary." 

At least three Midwestern em­
ployees had family in the immedi­
ate area of the hurricane. 

Human Resource Director Renee 
Walker said the emphasis on prayer 
throughout the day was especially 
comforting to her as she waited on 
news from family members. 

1 Southeastern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C., 
will give financial and physical 
aid to New Orleans Seminary, said 
Southeastern President Daniel 
Alcin. 

Southeastern has established an 
account to be used for relief efforts 
for the seminary. The school col­
lected an offering for the New Or­
leans school during chapel services 
last week. 

Southeastern also plans to send 
a work crew to New Orleans to aid 
the school in repairs. 

"Southeastern Seminary stands 
ready to assist in any way our broth­
ers and sisters at New Orleans Semi­
nary," Alcin said. "Our heart breaks 
for them, and we are prepared to 
help them as they rebuild their 
world." 

I Golden Gate Baptist Theologi-

cal Seminary in Mill Valley, Calif., 
will excuse students from classes 
to serve as disaster relief volunteers 
and provide aid to displaced semi­
nary students, seminary President 
Jefflorg announced. 

Iorg said the seminary will allow 
students who are trained in-disas­
ter relief to miss up to two weeks 
of class time to assist in hurricane 
relief efforts. 

The school also offered free 
tuition and housing for the fall 
semester for displaced New Orleans 
Seminary students. 

1 Southwestern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, 
will provide assistance to New Or­
leans Seminary students in need 
of housing. 

The seminary also will offer 
housing and clothing assistance 
to Southwestern alumni and dis­
placed students in addition to field­
ing disaster relief teams along the 
Gulf Coast in cooperation with the 
Southern Baptists of Texas Conven­
tion's disaster relief ministry. 

The seminary's office of church 
minister relations also is available 
to work with displaced pastors who 
wish to serve churches in Texas that 
currently have no pastor. 

In addition to the SBC seminar­
ies, Truett TI1eological Seminary at 
Baylor University in Waco, Texas, 
and the White School _ of Divinity · 
at Gardner-Webb University in Boil­
ing Springs, N.C., have offered to 
accommodate students displaced 
from New Orleans Seminary. 
Compiled from reporting by Baptist Press and 
Associated Baptist Press 
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GROUP PRAYER Kentucky Baptist 
Convention Executive Director Bill 
Mackey leads a prayer for pastors 
Saturday night at First Baptist 
Church of Whitesburg. (KBC photo 
by Robert Reeves) 

Pastors respond 
ta KBC's 'Pray 
the Perimeter' 

Maysville-After praying 
with Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion staff at a "Pray the Perim­
eter" event, Truett Cocanaugh 
said the meeting itself was an 
answer to prayer. 

Cocanaugh, director of mis­
sions for the Bracken Baptist 
Association in Maysville, said 
pastors had been praying that 
KBC leaders would visit their 
area to learn about the minis­
tries and churches. 

As of Monday morni~g. 
nearly 500 people had attend­
ed Pray the Perimeter events, 
including Sunday worship ser­
vices in Whitesburg and Rush. 

More than 30 prayer gath­
erings are scheduled as part 
of the weeklong tour, which 
began Saturday and will take 
KBC leaders literally around 
the state in a week. 

"I have been personally 
touched by the prayer of God's 
people for me as executive 
director and the staff and 
work of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention," KBC Executive 
Director Bill Mackey said. "We 
have experienced the presence 
of God among his people." 

Remaining stops on the tour 
include: 

Tuesday: 
I 8:30 a.m. in Louisville. 
110 a.m. (Central Time Zone) 

in Hardinsburg. 
I Noon in Owensboro. 
I 2:30 p.m. in Henderson. 
14:30 p.m. in Sturgis. 
Wednesday: 
I 7:30 a.m. in Paducah. 
1 10 a.m. in Wickliffe. 
1 11 :30 a.m. in Fulton. 
I 2 p.m. in Mayfield . 
I 3:20 p.m. at Murray State 

University. 
I 6:30 in Murray. 
Thursday: 
I 8 a.m. in Hopkinsville. 
110:30 a.m. in Russellville. 
112:30 p.m. in Scottsville. 
I 3:15 p.m. in Tompkinsville. 
I 7 p.m. in Monticello. 
Friday: 
110 a.m. (Eastern Time Zone) 

in Williamsburg. 
, I Noon in Pineville. 

I 3 p.m. in Loyall. 
For more information 

,about specific locations, .visit 
www.kybaptist.org/prayertour. 

KENTUCKY 

MOVING FOOD Volunteers "load boxes of breakfast food for meals at the Kentucky 
kitchen at Camp Garaywa in Clinton, Miss. (KBC photo by Robert Reeves) • 

Katrina_survi~ors call Ky. 
volunteers welcome sight 
By Robert Reeves 
Kentucky f!aptist Convention 

Long Beach, Miss.-Southern Bai:r 
tist disaster relief volunteers were 
welcomed quite literally by prayers 
of thanksgiving when their caravan 
rolled into this hard-hit coastal city 
after Hurricane Katrina struck. 

Linda Epley, a first-time disaster 
relief volunteer who is a former cri­
sis counselor, said the local people 
were afraid they had been forgotten 
in the storm's aftermath. 
. "People are so grateful that 
we're here," said Epley, who now is 
youth director at Sebree First Baptist 
Church. "They thought people had 

-forgotten them." -
"When our caravan came in, they 

were lined up. Then they were hit­
ting their knees." 

Epley said that even more than 
food, people want human contact. 
After completing her own duties in 
the Kentucky disaster relief kitchen, 
she rode into the surrounding areas 
on a Salvation Army truck deliver­
ing the food. 

Each day, she would fill her pock­
ets with small gifts, such as rubber 
balls or candy, to give to the chil­
dren. She also spent time hugging 
or listening to people. 

"They are so desperate for hope," 
she said. "You can see it in their 
faces. Everyone has a story, and they 
want to tell it." 

Emotional damage is expected 
to be great for survivors, Epley said, 
as they deal with anxiety and other 
post-trauma issues. She said she 
talked to one 8-year-old boy who 
had experienced standing in water 
up to his lmees on the second floor 
of the house where he weathered 
the storm. 

Epley said one of her· most touch­
ing memories was victims standing 
in line for food who discovered 
friends they had not seen since the 
storm. "When they would see each 
other in the line, they would start 
squealing- because they were alive­
and they would start hugging." 

"Blessed Frustration" 
"Blessed Frustration" might 

become the new hymn title in this 
coastal town. Both words pop up 
frequently here among survivors of 
Hurricane Katrina. 

The frustration has come from 
days of sweltering Mississippi 
weather without electricity; from 
the knowledge that homes, busi­
nesses, churches and people have 
been lost; and from the inability 

COLONELS' CONTRIBUTION Glen Bastin 
(left) , senior ambassador of the 
Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels, 
talks to Kentucky Baptist Convention 
officials before presenting them a check 
for $25,000 on behalf of the Colonels for 
disaster relief work. 

of government entities · to provide 
solid answers-about either the 
present or the future-in the midst 
of wide-scale disaster . 

But "blessed" is the word used 
most often as people indicate a true 
appreciation of what it means to 
have survived this killer hurricane. 

"These people have really been 
a blessing," said Donnie Farmer as 
he stood in line to receive meals for 
his family at the Southern Baptist 
Disaster Relief kitchen. Farmer and 
his wife live near Gulfport but were 
in Long Beach to assist their son 
whose home was totally destroyed 
by the storm. 

He said they were just grateful 
to be alive after weathering the ' 
hurricane. 

"You can just tell that God is in 
. control," he said. 

Blessed was also a word used by 
Judy Bonner, the wife of Long Beach 
Baptist Church pastor Charles Bon­
ner. Judy said their family had just 
moved to Long Beach in April and 
had moved into their new house 
only one week before Katrina struck. 

She said their home had weath­
ered the storm without major 
damage and was grateful that the 
church building itself had suffered 
only roof damage and water in the 
sanctuary. 

"God is good. All the time," she 
said, a sentiment that was echoed 
by Amanda Caruthers, whose own 
church-First Baptist Church of 
Long Beach-was destroyed by the 
storm. 

"We are still blessed and He'll 
see us through," she said with a 
smile. • 

Epley said the volunteers are 
tired but that she is glad she came. 

"If Jesus were here (on ea-rth), He 
would be here (in Long Beach)," she 
said. "We are Him here. We are the 
body of Christ." 
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How to help 

■ Call before you go. Coordinators cannot stress this 
enough. Kentucky Baptist disaster relief teams often are 
unprepared to find work for volunteers who arrive un­
naounced, and their assistance would have been more 
helpful if they had waited and come later. To volunteer for 
a Kentucky Baptist Convention disaster relief team, call the 
KBC's men on missions department, (502) 489--3527 or toll­
free in Kentucky (866) 489--3527 

■ Be trained. Attend one of several upcoming training 
sessions for disaster relief work, if you want to go help 
and you have not already been trained. For more infor­
mation, call the KBC men on mission department or visit 
www.kybaptist.org/drtraining. Scheduled classes include: 
I Lincoln County, Sept. 15. I Somerset, Sept. 18. 
I Louisville, Sept. 15. I Owensboro, Sept. 22. 
I Bowling Green, Sept. 15. I Falmouth, Sept. 27. 
1'Prestonsburg, Sept. 17. I Frankfort, Sept. 29. 
I Whitesburg, Sept. 17. I Berea, Oct. 5. 

■ Be flexible. Volunteers for Kentucky feeding and clean­
up teams are expected to be needed for several weeks. Often 
the greatest need for volunteers comes after the first weeks, 
when the disaster is no longer the top item in the news. 

■ Donate money. Money allows coordinators -to buy ex­
actly what victims and work teams need. Often spent in the 
affected area, the influx of disaster relief funds also helps 
fuel recovery in the region. Agencies collecting include: 

I Kentucky Baptist convention: Contribute online by 
visiting www.kybaptist.org/dr; or mail a check to KBC, 
Dept 5088, Box 740041, Louisville, KY, 40201-9976. Make the 
check payable to the KBC and write "Disaster Relief- Hur­
ricane Katrina" in the memo line. 

1 SOUtbem Baptist convention: Call, (888) 571-5895; or 
visit www.namb.net/disasterrelief; or mail a check, payable 
to NAMB, to NAME/Disaster Relief, Box 116543, Atlanta, GA 
30368-6543. 

I Baptist World Aid: Donate online by visiting 
www.bwanet.org/Support/support.htm; or mail a check 
to Baptist World Alliance, 405 N. Washington Street, Falls 
Church, VA 22046. Make checks payable to Baptist World 
Aid and write "Baptist World Aid-Hurricane Katrina" on 
the memo line. 

I cooperative Baptist Fellowship: Donate online by visit­
ing www.thefellowshp.infor/landing/givng.icm; or mail a 
check to CBF, Box 101699, Atlanta, GA 30392. Make checks 
payable to CBF and_write "Hurricane Relief Fund #17004" 
on the memo line. 

I samaritan's Purse: Donate online by • visiting 
www.samaritanspurse.org; call (800) 665-2843; or mail a 
check to Samaritan's Purse at Box 3000, Boone, NC 28607. 
Make check payable to Samaritan's Purse and write "Hur­
ricane Katrina Project" on the memo line. 

I Kentucky Baptist Assemblies: Cedarmore and Jonathan 
Creek will need volunteers and supplies if the Red Cross 
sends evacuees to the two Baptist camps. To learn how to 
help and what is needed, call Cedarmore at (502) 747-8911 
or Jonathan Creek at (270) 354-8355. 

What not to do: 
■ Do not head to Mississippi or Louisiana expecting to 

assist a Kentucky Baptist disaster relief team without first 
contacting the KBC's men on missions department. (See 
phone numbers above.) 

■ Do not collect items such as food, bottled water or 
clothing unless you are certain that an organization has 
asked for it. Many groups, including KBC disaster relief are 
not prepared to collect and transport such items. 

KBC video available on Web 
A new three-minute 

video detailing the re­
sponse ofKentud<y Baptist 
Convention disaster relief 
volunteers to Hurricane 
Katrina is now available 
on the KBC Web site. 

The video includes foot­
age from Clinton and Long Beach, Miss., where emergency 
kitchen units are working to feed thousands of residents 
impacted by the storm. The video is designed to help Ken­
tucky Baptists see how volunteers are meeting needs and 
making a difference in the midst of the disaster by pray­
ing, going and giving. 

The short video also is intended for use in church wor­
ship services to help mal<e appeals for donations to sup­
port disaster relief efforts. 

To view or download the video, visit www.kybaptist.org/ 
ka trinavideo. 

3 
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Show evacuees compassion & respect 
By Dale Hanson Bourke 

Washington (RNS)-Call them dis­
placed. Call them evacuees. You can 
even call them homeless. Just don't 
call the thousands of people who 
once lived in the hurricane-stricken 

of family, friends , • belongings and 
community. On some level, all will 
grieve the loss of their previous 
identity. 

"There is a myth that those who 
survive such traumas feel 'lucky to 

Gulf Coast "refugees." 
Technically, they are 

internally displaced 
FIRST PERSON 

be alive,"' said Dean 
Owen, a spokesperson 
for World Vision, which 

persons, known in the parlance of 
international humanitarian work­
ers by the acronym IDPs. They, like 
21 million others worldwide who 
have been uprooted by a war or 
natural disaster, will be away from 
ho~e for the foreseeable future. 
And like other IDPs and refugees 
(those who actually have crossed a 
country border while fleeing) they 
face issues that are common to any­
one who has left home suddenly and 
traumatically, 

As shocking as it is to see the 
thousands of . people in our own 
country left with nothing, the world 
is dealing with a massive refugee 
and displaced persons problem that 
;most Americans know little about. 
Like those we have seen on our own 
soil, the displ~ced persons of the 

. world tend to be the poor and the 
powerless; those who must flee for 
their lives with little more than the 
clothes on their backs. 

Once the threat of physical harm 
lessens, displaced people often expe­
rience a broad· range of emotional 
trauma. Many are grieving the loss 

Respond to needs 
Over the last few weeks, we have 

~ • 

works with displaced persons in 
nearly 100 countries in the world. 
"Often they are haunted by the loss 
of a loved one or the sense that they 
might have been able to do some­
thi~g to save someone else." 

Identity quickly becomes more 
than an emotional issue. Those who 
fled without anything will have 
to painstakingly re-establish their 
credentials if they hope · to get a 
job, seek official assistance or even 
receive proper medical care. . 

While the kindness of strangers 
is appreciated, many people will 
soon grow uncomfortable depend­
ing on others and finding that their 
choices ai-e made for them. They 
will be wearing clothes that do not 
reflect their taste or heritage, eating 

- food -that may seem strange, and 
passing time in what may become a . 
frustrating exercise in guessing. 

Finding refuge with people from 
a similar faith community often e-.m 
help create some sense of continuity 
and offer -a common thread of spiri­
tual experience. Around the world, 
houses of worship often become the 

that might be the way all of us feel 
about tqe situation, but we should 
not be discouraged because this is a 

great opportunity for the 
church to respond in the 
Spirit of Christ. 

experienced the most dev­
astating natural disaster 
in our nation'.s history. 
Churches must respond 
now and be prepared for 
the needs that still will be 
prevalent a year from now. 

Those needs are enor­ -
I challenge all congre­

gations in Kentucky to give 
at least one week's amount 
of their regular offering to 
Hurricane Katrina disaster 

mous. It would be similar to going 
to downtown Lexington where one 
person attempts to wrap his arms 
around Rupp .Arena. At this point 

relief efforts through Kentucky Bap­
tists and the Southern Baptist North 
American Mission Board. For some 
churches their weekly offering aver-

Preparing for long-term hurricane response 
Along with each of you, Kay and 

I have watched the reports from the 
Gulf area with a mixture of horror, 
disbelief and sorrow. The entire na­
tion will grieve for years and the 
people who have lost loved ones, 
homes, jobs, churches and 
so many valued personal 
items will have a long jour­
ney to recovery. 

pending on capacity. 
Currently, Kentucky units are 

providing food in Clinton and Long 
Beach for thousands of people who 
have been affected by the storm. A 
clean-up unit also is now at work 

in Hattiesburg. Kentucky's 
communications unit has 
been serving the Southern 
Baptist North American 
Mission Board's Critical 
Incident Command Center 
in Clinton. 

Kentucky also suffered 
directly from Katrina and 
a mud-out unit has been at 
work in Hopkinsville. 

The Red Cross has di­
vided assistance into three 
steps: the initial response, 
recovery and rebuilding. 
I am told that each step 
takes 10 times as long as 
the previous one. In this 
case we know that it will 
take years to rebuild. 

This is expected to be a Bill Mackey 
long response and approxi­

mately 180 disaster relief volunteers 
are needed each week. Teams will 
rotate each Saturday. 

I am so grateful that Kentucky 
Baptist disaster relief volunteers 
were ready to respond. Two feed­
ing units were 'staged in Memphis, 
Tenn., waiting for Katrina to pass so 
they could move to assigned areas. 
When the Baptist disaster relief 
units rolled -into Long Beach, Miss., 
near Gulfport, people lined the 
streets and some fell to their lmees 
in gratitude. These feeding units can 
serve up to 20,000 me·als per day de-

At the Baptist Building, the Bap­
tist men on mission department has 
been receiving hundreds of calls. 
Nine training sessions have been 
scheduled to train hundreds of ad-
ditional volunteers. 

The schedule of training sessions 
and registration information can 
be accessed on the KBC Web site at 

first centers of refuge. Owen says he 
believes the current situation repre­
sents "a great opportunity for the 
faith-based community in the U.S. to 
very tangibly show compassion." 

The loss of control will make 
some people irritable and will lead 
others to more extremes. There is a 
high rate of alcoholism and suicide 
among displaced persons. Parents 
struggle with the inability to make 
decisions or make plans for them­
selves or their families . Displaced 
persons long for respect and dig­
nity. 

A high priority in every displaced 
group of people is -to get children 
back to school. Makeshift schools 
spring up in every refugee camp I 
have ever visited, providing some 
sense of continuity for the children. 
The ability to settle children into 
a school routine helps parents as 
much as the children by allowing 
them to feel they are providing for 
their children. . 

And yet, no matter h<_>w nice the 
people are in a new location, most 
displaced persons still will long 
for ho01e. As we watch our fellow 

. citizens struggle with their displace­
ment. we also .should remember . 
that millions of others around the 
world will continue their sojourn, 
out of sight of television cameras 
and many without hope of ever re­
turning to the place they belong. 
Dale Hanson Bourke, author of "The Skeptic's 
Guide to the Global AIDS Crisis, • is a 
consultant to humanitarian organizations 

age is $100, for others it is $150,000, 
but if every church participates on 
this level we can respond and togeth­
er we will make a huge difference. 

My congregation, Victory Baptist 
Church in Lexington, is not only 
sending teams to the affected areas 
and collecting needed supplies, but 
we will give one week of our offer­
ing for disaster relief. May the Lord 
use our money and the thousands of 
volunteers through His churches to 
spread the love of Christ! 

www.kybaptist.org/dr. 

Mike James 
Lexington 

I am deeply grateful for the 
response of KBC churches. Reports 
are coming from all over the state 
describing the ministry efforts of 
churches. Displaced persons are 
arriving in Kentucky and church . 
members are responding personally 
to assist them. 

There also has been an unprec­
edented outpouring of · financial 
support. Col. Glen Bastin of the 
Honorable Order of Kentucky Colo­
nels delivered a $25,000 matd1ing 
gift for KBC disaster relief and many 
others have made financial gifts as 
well. 

In writing to Immanuel Baptist 
Church members in Lexington, Pas­
_tor Craig Loscalzo summed up our 
feelings so well when he wrote that 
desperate times requite desperate 
measures. 

I am grateful for the gifts of 
Kentucky Baptists through the Co­
operative Program that make these 
ministries possible. You can help 
by praying, giving to KBC disaster 
relief and enlisting volunteers to 
be trained for the long recovery and 
rebuilding process. 
Bill Mackey is executive director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 
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Creating flexible 
endowment fund 
can aid ministry 
By Laurie Valentine 

Is there a particular minis­
try effort you 
would love to 
support finan­
cially on an 
ongoing • basis? 
Would you like 
to provide that 
support through 

an endowment fund, but feel 
hesitant to malce a single large 
sum gift in these days of uncer­
tainty in the financial markets? 

• A "flexible endowment 
_ fund" might be the answer. 

A flexible endowment fund -
is an arrangement under 
which you agree to establish 

• an endowment fund that will, 
once fully-funded, generate suf­
ficient earnings to support the 
·program or ministry: The 'total 
amount ·of the principal •gift to 
the endowment will depend on 
the financial support needed to 
run the program or ministry 
and how niuch of that support . 
you wish to provide through 
the endowment fund. A timeta­
ble for completing the funding 
of the principal is agreed upon 
(usually three to five' years), but 
there is no actual schedule of 
payments. When you make the 
principal gifts during the fund­
ing period is up to you. 

In addition to your agree­
ment to make principal gifts, 
you agree to provide annual "ex- . 
pendable" gifts to the program 
or ministry so that it will have 
the funds to operate while you 
complete the principal funding. 
The amount of the expendable 
gifts would be the difference 
between the earnings gener­
ated by the partially-funded 
endowment and the projected 
earnings the endowment w,ill 
have once it is fully funded. 

Here's an example: One of 
oU:r Kentucky · Baptist colleges 
sponsors an annual presd1ool 
ministry workshop. Currently, 
the cost of the workshop is 
$5,000 per year. You agree to 
make principal gifts totaling 
$100,000 (the amount needed 
to produce $5,000, annually) 
to an endowment fund estab­
lished for this purpose over the 
next five years. You also agree to 
make additional gifts each year, 
until the full $100,000 of prin­
cipal gifts has been made, in an 
amount equal to the difference 
between the earnings being 
distributed from the endow­
ment fund to the college for the 
workshop and $5,000. 

The result: You've set up a 
five-year plan to create a sig­
nificant endowment fund that 
will provide perpetual support 
for this program, while assur­
ing the college has the current 
financial resources it needs to 
run tl1e workshop until the en­
dowment is fully funded. 
Laurie Valentine is trust counsel for the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation 



WESTERl\J RECORDER. org 

Social interaction can help 
clingy friends expand horizon 
Q: I'm single, and whenever I try to meet new people in 
a social situation, I tend to attract just one person who 
clings to me. This detracts from my goal of meeting 
other people. What should I do? 

Lighten up the situation by suggesting to your overly 
attached new friend: "Let's see if each of us can meet five 
people we haven't met before. When the evening. is over, 

SINGLES 
we can reconnect and compare notes . 
OK? Ready, set, go!" Be sure and follow 
through.~ 1,; • 

This can be fuii ;me;! informative for 
each of you i .and 9ffers· an opportunity 
to end the need f<n:_ c~~q~i1:g., E~ch . of 1,ou 
can enhance y.our sooal's1ol!s· ancl-'expand 
y.our social circle throttgl:r this little exet> 
cise. 

Biblical wisdom is this: The one who 
has friends is ;the one .who shows friendli­
ness to others (Proverbs 18:24). The con~ 
temporary term for this is networking. 

You need not be- rude to the perso·n. who doesn't :seem 
to network very well. In a positive and creative manner, 
suggest ways and reasons to mingle. Show empathy' for 
any distress the person might feel about venturing out of 
his or her comfolitzone!, ,- . ' ' . . ' . 
•., A variation OR:th~ idea is ,to.suggest to the host _or host.'. 

ess thatthey announce a mixer activity-for everyone pres-· 
ent. By offering:a ,culture of/ '-mix atid' rilinglii," 'tihi '.hbsi: ' 
can create a win-win solution that not'dnly'address'es your 
immediate situation, · but. also increases th'e networla.ng 
opportunities .for.everyone present. • ·_ '· ' '· '· _ • ' ,, 
- •Look at each persbn you meet as sorr\:eofie-special, made 

in the image of God, including your overly cli'tigy friend: 
Helping others gain- a-similar perspective can' becon:ie l 
gift they will treasure for a lifetime.-Jame~ S~~IlrV_el~ ,; ,, ·,,·_, I ; 

I ·'' : • •· ~. (' I ' ' ' J 

Q: Our,\wP. teenage,_sons:cQnst.antly argue and compete 
with Ofl.!! another;.,ffllW. sfm!,IJ~,_we dea, .wltMIJis1 .. . , .. ,. , ... ,, . 

'•, 1Sibli'ng rivalcyioft:en is ' fueled in ,thivteen· year~ by -a • 
number> of factors, ihduding' elevated horrrrdneJevels and• I 
greater pressures' 1to peFfo'fm l!it school and· in extracur-,-1 

ricular activities. 
PARENTING This need to compete with each 

other, while somewhat natural for 
males, can be exacerbated by the crazy crush of family 
schedules that often leave little time for one-on-one inter-
action with parents. • 

Studies have shown a direct correlation between dem­
onstrated levels · of sibling rivalry and the amount of time 
children spend with their parents. The greater the quan­
tity of time spent with parents, the less competition there 
is between siblings. When parents' time is less available to 
children, rivalry behaviors increase. 

Another factor fueling sibling rivalry is the need some 
parents feel to intervene with children any time there 
is a conflict. Sinc_e some sibling conflict is normal, it is 
important to allow the boys to settle some of their own 
differences. Parents who constantly intervene might un­
wittingly set up one child as the "villain" while the other 
takes the role of "innocent" or "favorite." 

Much of sibling rivalry can be defused by healthy doses 
of one-on-one time with parents. Each parent should find 
ways to interact regularly with each son, affirming him 
for the gifts and talents you find him exercising. Since 
boys build relationships through doing, this will mean . 
you need to take an active role to help maximize your 
sons' capa_city to talk. Also consciously minimize interven­
tions in sibling squabbles. When these get out of hand, 
give both boys consequences so they can learn to work 
together.-Scott Wigginton 

Family Forum writers are: 
David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist 

Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org. 
James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church 

in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex.org. 
Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in 

Louisville. E-mail: dr. vincent@insightbb.com. 
Scott Wigginton, associate professor of pastoral ministries and 

counseling at Campbellsville University. E-mail: sewigginton 
@campbellsville.edu. 

Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 
43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net. 
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Katrina relief: Why ·give money, not food? 
By Rick Lance feeding sites cannot be acquired in retail stores. 

Montgomery, Ala. (BP)-The scenes of destruction 
in Louisiana and Mississippi are harrowing. heart­
rending and de~ply troubling. Virtually no one could 
fail to be moved by the devastation of human lives and 

As the Red Cross delivers food and Southern Baptist 
trained volunteers prepare and serve meals, they do so 
with initial supplies of food that already were in stock 
and ready for the current disaster. These include such 

property we see in television coverage. 
For many of us, the first impulse might 

be to ponder ways to get food, water and 
other staples oflife to the hardest-hit areas. 

GUEST 
EDITORIAL 

items as thousands of industrial-size con­
tainers of food that can be prepared effi­
ciently for quick serving to hungry people. 

We intensely wish for an instantaneous way to transfer 
material goods to those in dire circumstances. 

During relief efforts after Hurricane 
Dennis in south Alabama, disaster relief workers on 
one day prepared massive pots of ravioli, each cooking 
vessel holding several gallons offoo4. ' '-' • So why should one give money instead of food? The 

simpl~ answer is access. Can you imagine how difficult it would be'•ifthe , . ,. ,. '1 -
It's impossible for any citizen with a generous heart 

·and a decent -banl<,account to enter the neediest areas 
of the Gulf Coast. Many of the roads are blbcked either 
by debris or for security reasons by the authorities. 

COOkS l;lad to sort through assorted cans of dpnated 
food to try to locate enough of one item to cook for sev-

__ .eral hundred people for a single meal? Then imagine 
having to repeat that with every meal to.be prep~_red. 

' But there are organizations that have'access· to some 
of the areas. Four of the major players are tl:ie ·Federa:l 
Emergency Management Agency, Arneri!=ail Red Cross, 
Salvation Army and Southern Baptist di~'i1ster relief. 
All of these have proven.track records . All of them have 
beeq recogniz~d widely for; their effectivene_ss in the 
current relief effort as well as in past disasters. 

·: • For those remaining in the tragically impacted Gulf 
• Coast of Mississippi and Louisiana, it is only monetary • 

donations that will help at this point and for many 
weeks to come. 

Please con~ider giving through the .disaster relief 
funds of the Southern Baptist North American Mission 
Board, state conventions and local associations. Each 
of these-will use 100 percent of your donations to help 
storm victims. 

Because of this, these organizations ·can; get food • 
and water to storm victims more quicldy"t'Man, say, a 
well-meaning individual who strikes '6ui with a full 
lbad of 'charitable goods in a pickup trutk, SUV or 
U~Haul. · • .':• 

Even in thosiareas such as New Orlt;a~s; it will be 
FEMA the Salv?tio~ Army, the Red Cro~~ and Southern 
Baptists .who almost certaiply .will gain _acc~~s first. 

The best part of donating in this way is that it en­
sures the love and message of Christ will be shared 
al'ong with food and ·water. Each Southern Baptist 
disa~ter ~eli,efvoli.mte'er,is a trained witness whq,.~an 
share Christ as they rnini~ter in His name. ,'. 

, '.· / • ' 1 t I 

, 4 generous response ~)so will ensure the food 3sup-
One might ask, "Wl}-y not simply qonate water, food 

aI?-d other staples to .these organizations rather than 
making financial donations?" 

plies• are :,n,ot qujcl<ly q.eyleted and ~ha~ feeaing_: ',can 
contjnue a~ ,long as ne<1essary. Tb'j:J 1ee~'. for J~iffing ; 
obviously will need to continue for, a l<mg, long time. 
Rick Lance is executive director of the Alabama Baptist State ~ The reason is becau:;e the kiqds of c.ontainers need-

,. , ,, . .. •• .... ..... ~ . .... ----1 ... \ • " . ' • -· • • ' 

ed fpr Water_,ai_id th~ typi;'S of food needed _for mass 
r1: •~..,, - M. . .- . ~ .• :, .... ..., 
ooaraof 1sstons ·•, L - • , J~ '•t••11 

teach students how to· minister 
In my favorite book series and 

movie, "The Lord of the Rings," 
there is a great scene where the 
council gathers to decide what to do 
with the ring. They all know it must 
be destroyed but who will do it? 

than. one ' sh).dent could be ltsted 
eac_;J;i day. Distribute the calendars to 
the church and the entire congrega­
tion can begin to pray by name for 
every student in your ministry. 

Community rallies. Gather the 
If you have read the 

book or seen the movie, 
you know that what en­
sues could aptly describe a 
Baptist business meeting. 
A young person-one no 
one would have consid­
ered for the job-a lowly, 
meek hobbit steps up and 
says, "I will take the ring, 
though I do not know the 
way." Then one by one, 
others step forward to go Joe Ball 

churches _in your com­
munity for a time of 
worship and fellowship. 
When leaders bring their 
students together to a 
community event, it helps 
the students see they are 
not the only Christian 
students in their school. 
There is strength in num­
bers as well as a puilt-in 
accountability system as 
they notice and are no­

with him, to show him the way and 
to aid him on his journey. 

What does all this have to do 
with youth ministry? All across Ken­
tucky, students have started back to 
school and embarked on the next 
leg of their journey to adulthood. 
Some of these students are willing 
to step up and take the gospel to 
their friends and fellow students. 
Most just do not know how or are 
afraid to venture there alone. That 
is where adult leaders can help. We 
can show them the way and assure 
them they are not alone. Key ele­
ments include: 

Pr~yer. The best thing we can do 
for our students is to pray for them. 
Develop a systematic approach to 
pray for each student in your minis­
try. That can be as simple as taking 
a blank calendar and writing a stu­
dent's name on every day and then 
praying for each student that day of 
the month. For a larger grouP;, more 

I • i ,.:,, , • • 

ticed by other believers. Incorporate 
into the service a time for students 
to gather by school or by grade to 
pray for their school. 

Campus dubs. Picture this scene: 
It is 7:30 a.m. and 90-plus students 
are gathered in the school library 
for breakfast. About half of those in 
attendance are on the football team. 
After breakfast, a student stands and 
shares a gospel presentatio·n. At the 
end of his comments, students are 
invited to pray to receive Christ as 
their Savior and Lord. A couple of 
students do. This scene is replayed 
all across Kentucky. 

Whether you call them First Pri­
ority clubs, YES groups, FiSH clubs . 
or prayer groups, a network of stu­
dents on each campus committed to 
reaching their school for Christ by 
living like Christ and carrying out 
a plan to share _their faith can make 
an eternal difference both in stu­
dents and their ca,mpus. In Hopkins-

., ~-. 

i ; 

ville alone, more than 100 students 
became Christians in their schools 
during the 2004-2005 school yea'r. 

These groups meet during 
non-curricular times and are stu­
dent-led, which makes them legal 
through the Equal Access Act that 
was passed by the U.S. Congress in 
1984. Application of the Equal Ac­
cess Act depends on three factors: 
that the school involved is a second­
ary school under state law; that the 
school receives money from the 
federal government; and that the 
school allows any other student club 
or group, not related to the school 
curriculum, to meet on campus. 
When these factors are present, 
school officials are required by fed­
eral law to grant official recognition 
and equal treatment to religious stu­
dent groups, such as prayer groups 
and Bible clubs. 

Campus llllSSIODaries. Steu-
benville Baptist Church in Monti­
cello commissioned its students as 
campus missionaries. Most youth 
leaders teach their students that as 
Christians they are on mission all 
the time and that their mission field 
is their school. Students who took 
the challenge at Steubenville signed 
a covenant and meet regularly with 
the church staff. At tl1ese meetings 
they were asked who they were 
sharing their faith with and were 
held accountable as missionaries. It 
made the students more cognizant 
that they have a greater purpose in 
life. 

Students will take the gospel 
message to their campus; they just 
need to lmow how to do so. 
Joe Ball, a former youth minister at Edgewood 
Baptist Church in Hopkinsville, is youth 
strateg~t,for the Kef}tucky Baptist Convention 
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Ministry to evacuees: 'Every 
little thing we do adds up' 

Disaster relief workers in Hopkinsville, .too 

Richmond- When Jenny Stephens was in the fifth grade, 
she and her family lost all their possessions in a house 
fire . . 

"We lo.st everything," she recalled, "and people were so 
good to us." . 

Years later, she and her church are showing the same 
compassion to survivors of Hurricane Katrina. ,... 

"It's easy for me to understand where they're at be­
cause I've been there," said Stephens, part-time director 
of children's ministries at Eastside Baptist Church in 
Richmond. 

She and her husband, Tim, volunteered to provide a 
two-story farmhouse on their property as a home for an 
evacuee family in need. Working in cooperation with the 
American Red Cross, they made the house available to a 
four-generation family of nine people, including grand­
parents,_ parents, two young adult mothers and their 
three children who had driven from New Orleans to Ken­
tucky to escape Katrina. 

Members of Eastside Baptist and other volunteers 
from the community pitched in to clean and ready the 
house for the new arrivals. The Richmond congregation is 
among numerous Kentucky Baptist churches ministering 
in a variety of ways to hurricane evacuees. 

"I've sensed that every person who has contributed 
had an overwhelming sense that they needed to do some­
thing," noted Eastside Pastor Virgil Grant. "This is a tan­
gible way for them to be involved." 

By David Winfrey 
News Director 

Hopkinsville-Nearly lost amid 
the nightly tragic images from Loui­
siana and Mississippi are the people 
of Hopkinsville who are suffering as 
a result of Hurricane Katrina. 

Flooding from the storm dam­
aged at least 140 homes and nearly 
50 businesses, according to Terry 
Shinkle, a Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion disaster relief crew leader. 

Shinkle is overseeing a skeleton 
crew of "mud-out" workers trying 
to keep up with the requests for 
help coming in. 

"We came in here with 15 peo­
ple, and now we're _down to eight," 
Shinkle, a member of Bellview Bap­
tist Church in Burlington, said Sept. 
8. "We're hoping that more come in 

. tomorrow." 
Volunteers from Tennessee and 

Indiana Were expected to arrive 
soop, he said. 

"A lot of people are holding back, 
waiting to go down there (to Louisi­
ana and Mississippi)," he said. 

With fewer volunteers in Hop­
kinsville, "it slows us down to 
where we can't get to the jobs, so 

. it's going to take us longer to do 

the work." 
Many homes had flooded base­

ments and water standing on the 
first floor, he said. As a result, teams 
must remove mud from the base­
ment and tear out carpet, insula­
tion and other items that can breed 
dangerous mildew. 

Volunteers then pressure wash 
concrete walls, remove flood-dam­
aged drywall, spray an antiseptic 
cleanser and advise the homeown­
ers about what items can be saved 
and what should be thrown away. 

"There's quite a bit of damage," 
Shinkle said. "We're working 10-12 
hours a day .... We've got right now 
somewhere around 25 to 30 jobs 
pending, and each day we'll pick up 
two to three more." 

Depending on the severity of the 
damage, a team of five volunteers 
can "mud-out" a house in one or 
two days, he said. "If we can get 
enough people so we can have four 
or five crews, then we can knock 
out some homes." 

Shinlde admits it's sometimes 
discouraging that the Hopkinsville 
crew doesn't have more volunteers, 
but in the evening workers come in 
to the Christian County Baptist As-

sociatiori office, eat_supper, debrief 
and have a devotional time. 

"It kind of picks our spirits back 
up and we can go on. There's not too 
much aggravation or anything." 

The real depression is among 
those whose homes were damaged 
by Katrina's flooding, he added. 

"Once they see what we're do­
ing, they get a blessing from it and 
it lifts their spirits to know there's 
somebody to help. 

"That's our goal, to come-into a 
place and help them try to get their 
homes back in order and then be a 
witness to them. And if you see a 
door open, then we tell them about 
Christ." 

Homeowners often ask volun­
teers why they travel to a disaster 
site to work for free, Shinkle noted. 
"We just tell them the Lord loves 
us and we · love them and when 
these disasters come we feel like 
we're getting a call from the Lord 
Himself. 

"This is a perfect way for us 
to help our brothers and sisters, 
whether they're a Christian or not. 
Many times it opens the door for us 
to witness to them, and many times 
we've had people accept the Lord." Stephens told the family the house is theirs as long as 

they need it. She said the family hopes to return to New 
Orleans within two months. 

"I don't want any credit," she emphasized. "It is all a 
God thing. It's about churches reaching out to people. 

"It's been real humbling for us," she added. "It's like we 
can't do a whole lot up here, but every little thing we do 
adds up."-Trennis Henderson 
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CALLED TO SERVE? 
Equip yourself through • 

School of Christian Ministry online courses 
in theological education 

Courses in: 
• Developing Lay Leadership 
• Preschool/Children's Ministry 
• Youth Ministry 
• Small Group Leadership 
• Ministry of Music 
• Bivoc~tional Ministry Leadership 
• Substance Abuse 
• Black Church Leadership 
• Hispanic/Latino Ministry 

A Program of 

Baptist Theological 

Seminary at 

Richmond 

·--------------------------------------· 
Hawaiian Born Pastor to Host 19-Day 

Hawaii Cruise 
Christian Group will have 

Daily Devotions on Board Ship 
"Aloha! My name is David Burgess. I am a native born Hawaiian and 
have been in the Lutheran Ministry since 1981. This will be the 12th Your 
Man Tours Hawaiian Vacation I've hosted. YMT does a terrific job 
specializing in Hawaii. And now I am especially excited to be your host 
and Christian spiritual director on this Holland America Line deluxe 
Hawaiian Cruise, offered exclusively through Your Man Tours. We'll have 
daily devotions while on board ship, and I look forward to our meetings 
where I can add my insight and knowledge about the islands. Come 
home with me to Hawaii for an experience of a lifetime!" Plan ahead and 
take advantage of this "early bird" special. Depart September 24, 2006; 
fly into SeattleNancouver; and board your 5-STAR deluxe cruise ship the 
ms Rvndam. Ports include Victoria on Vancouver Island, B.C.; Hilo, 
Hawaii; Kona, Hawaii; Honolulu, Oahu; Nawiliwili, Kauai; and Lahaina, the 
old whaling capital of Maui. You'll have the oppo.rtunity on optional shore 
excursions to visit an orchid nursery; view the molten lava flows at 
Volcanoes National Park; walk the black sand beaches; watch Hawaiian 
cowboys ride and rope; visit Diamond Head: Waikiki, and the Arizona 
Memorial at Pearl Harbor; enjoy the Polynesian Cultural Center; take a 
riverboat to the romantic Fern Grotto; visit Waimea Canyon, the Grand 
Canyon of the South Pacific; and on Maui visit Haleakala Crater or take 
the heavenly road to Hana. You'll then sail across the big blue beautiful 
Pacific to Los Angeles and fly home October 12. Prices (per person, 
double occupancy) start at only $1799 for inside staterooms; $2199 for 
outside ocean view staterooms; and $3099 for larger outside staterooms 
with private balcony. Add $329 port charges, taxes, gov't fees, & service 
charge. Add $500 for airfare from Lexington or Louisville, KY; Evansville, 
IN; Nashville or Knoxville, TN. 

Family & friends welcome. $100 deposits are now due for this price. 
For information, reservations, 

letter from Pastor Burgess & brochure call: 

'YOUR MAN' TOURS 1-800-968-7626 
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Teaching young leaders 
New structure to prepare 
summer staff for ministry 

A significant key to our minis­
try is the summer program staff. 
These staff members are young 
adults ranging from ages 19 to 
about 30. This past sum­
mer they represented 
three countries and ap­
proximately 20 colleges 
and seminaries. Inter­
views for the summer of 
2006 will begin in about 
a month, and staff place­
ment will occur by the 
end of January. 

We will be looking to 
fill about 80 positions 

ment and the many characteristics 
required to function effectively 
while in full-time positions after 
seminary or college. It is our hope 
that we can use the camp environ­
ment to help our staff attain practi­
cal skills that will make them i:he 

best possible servants, not 
only during the summer, 
but also in life. • 

for the summer of 2006, David Melber 

You might already 
know a young adult who 
would be a great fit for 
service with the Crossings 
summer camp program. 
Please encourage young 
adults in your area to 
consider being part of a 
camp- ministry that will 
see roughly 6,000 students 

and I suspect we will 
interview 250 people to fill these 
critical positions. 

Our future will see significant 
shifts from past practice in our 
development of these staff. Our or­
ganizational structure will change 
greatly tci develop ongoing leader­
ship skills. While our primary 
stewardship focus is campers, our 
efforts must become more com­
plete by seeking to develop young 
adult staff members while they 
serve with us each summer. 

Our new structure will allow 
more time to be spent with these 
summer staff, time that will be 
focused on leadership develop-

join us next summer at 
our properties. 

As our interviews begin, we ask 
for your prayers throughout this en­
tire process. Several of our staff will 
be traveling many hours and spend­
ing many nights away from home 
to seek out the best possible staff 
to minister to your youth while at 
camp. We also greatly need your 
prayers as we have a tremendous 
stewardship with the 80 young 
adults, many of whom will serve in 
our churches in the years to come. 
David Melber is president of Kentucky 
Baptist Assemblies. Contact him at 
3043 Beal Road, Hardin, KY 42048; 
phone (270) 354-8355. 

Campbellsville 
UNIVERSITY 
presents 

Pastors and Church 
Leaders Conference 
"The Death and Resurrection of 

Jesus in the Gospel of John" 
based on John 18-21 

Featuring Guest Speakers: 

Dr. R. Alan Culpepper 

Dean, McAfee School 
of Theology 

Rev. Fred Luter, Jr. 

Senior Pastor, Franklin 

Aveni1e Baptist Church 

Septeinber 22-23, 2005 
Thursday 3 p.m. 

First Session 

"The Trial of. Jesus" 

Thursday 8 p.m. 
Second Session 

"The Death of 
Jesus" 

Friday 10 a.m. 
Third Session 

"The Resurrection 
Appearances of 

Jesus" 

Breakout Sessions • September 22 at 5 p .m . • September 23 at 8 a .m. 
Cont.!nui.ng Education Units C1·edit Hours· 1.5 

Register by Contacting Office of Church and External Relations 
270.789.5520 • sddouglas@campbellsville.edu • Hotel Referrals Available 
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Kudzu 

Dear-Pyeacher, lf God is all-knowing ... 

~ , .. 

I! 

I 
,t======- ~ i (Y)mi~11E 9_, 

For Heaven's Sake 
OF A SALARY, WE'VE:. DE:CID 

PAY YOU A PE:RCENTA 
THE MoRE 
BRING IN, 

THE CHU 

Bible Crosswords 
Across 
1 Heavenly being (Fr.) 
5 " __ gave names to all cattle" 

(Genesis 2:20) 
9 Get equipped 
12 "Who shall. __ us away the 

stone from the door of the 
sepulchre?" (Mark 16:3) 

13 By the side of (prefix) 
14 Talk baby talk 
15 Made footprints 
16 Arab chieftain 
17 Classic auto 
18 L-0oks at a book 
20 Bureau 
22 On the __ day Jesus rose 

from the dead 
24 Pronoun for an ocean liner 
25 Grande 
26 Have a 
29 Minor prophet 
33 "So the wall was finished in 

the twenty and fifth day of the 
month_" (Nehemiah 6:15) 

35 Like henna 
36 "Take also of the tree of life ... 

and __ forever" 
(Genesis 3:22) 

37 "I am, and none __ beside 
me" (Isaiah 47:8) 

38 Ruby, and others 
40 Bor'n (Fr.) 
41 "I took the little book ... and 

__ it up" (Revelation 10:10) 
43 "For I know the thoughts that I 

__ toward you~ 
(Jeremiah 29:11) 

45 Rhombus or rectangle, for 
example 

48 Dashes off 
50 Poetic contraction 
51 Solo for Dame Sutherland 

Last week's solution 

53 "They came to the threshing-
floor of __ " (Genesis 50:10) 

56 Force to be accepted 
57 Sacrifice 
58 Singer McIntire 
59 "I the Lord search the heart, 

I __ the reins" 
(Jeremiah 17:10) 

60Tabled'_ 
61 High school course (abbr.) 

Down 
1 "Our Father which __ in 

heaven" (Matthew 6:9) 
2 Conjunction 
3 "The light of the_ gospel of 

Christ" (2 Corinthians 4:4) 
4 "Rebuke not an __ , but 

entreat him as a father" 
(1 Timothy 5:1) 

5 Mimicked 
6 Hoover, and others 
1 Exodus hero 
8 The __ sisters of Little 

Women 
9 Seaport in Israel 
10 European deer 
11 __ point 
19 Classified material ' 
21 " __ the sick, cleanse the 

lepers" (Matthew 10:8) 

Doug Marlette 

... will EJoU ask Him 
where 1 left mg 
car ketJS? 

~ 
I. 1rflllslP 

Mike Morgan 

. SUDDENLY, I 
~EA WHOLE NEW 

DERSTANDING OF 
"THE GREAT ,, 

· ~·-= ... •h'·"· 

Evelyn Boyington 

22 "I give to eat of the __ of 
life" (Revelation 2:7) 

23 "I set my king upon my holy 
_ of Zion" (Psalm 2:6) 

24 Flower part 
27 Boundary 
28 Popeye's short answer 
30 "Thou shalt be a good __ of 

Jesus Christ" (1 Timothy 4:6) 
31 "The day cometh, that shall 

burn as an __ " (Malachi 4:1) 
32 " __ ye first the kingdom of 

God" (Matthew 6:33) 
34 __ year 
39 Female saint (Fr. abbr.) 
42 "I will ... __ thee in the way 

which thou shalt go" 
(Psalm 32:8) 

44 "The law of his God is in his 
_ " (Psalm 37:31) 

45 Kind 
46 Understand, in a way 
47 Arnie's __ (golfer's gallery) 
48 Make a_ 
49 With "of," recently 
52 Milne marsupial 
54 Daughter of Zachariah 

(2 Kings 18:2) 
55 Hammarskjold, to friends 

© 1999 Barbour Publishing 
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Ashland native hosts disaster relief vols near New Orleans 
"We know that 
God's going to 
take care of us and 
handle the needs." 
Jay Adkins, former 
pastor of Fellows~ip 
Baptist Church in South 
Shore 

1 :,_\ 

., 

' -, . 

-, 

. 'I •~ - , ~ . 

! 

By David Winfrey 
News Director 

Westwego, La.- Ashland native 
Jay Adkins wasn't around last week 
when his 5-year-old son lost his first 
tooth. 

But Adkins, a pastor in metropoli· 
tan New Orleans, has been dealing 
with loss on a whole different level. 

He's busy hosting two · Georgia 
Baptist volunteer disaster relief 
teams as they begin feeding solµiers 
and local residents affected by Hur· 
ricane Katrina. 

"We are a perfect staging area," 
said Adkins, 32, pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Westwego and 
a stu,dent at New Orleans .Baptist 
Theological. Seminary. 

Westwego is south of the Missis­
sippi River from New Orleans, _and 
because it is at sea-level-instead of 

- below it like much of the city-the 
town's buildings haven't been 
flooded, he said. 

"We're kind ·of the rim of the 
bowl that they keep talking about," 
said Adkins, who was pastor of Fel­
lowship Baptist Church in South 
Shore before moving to New Orleans 
to attend seminary. "Most people's 
homes took a pretty good. hit," he 
said, adding. that most o( the dam· 
age came from fallen trees. • 

Still, "we have the blessing that 
most of the. housing here did not 
hav~ catas1;rophic ,damag~,." , 

TI;le, G~orgia volunteers are sleep­
ing ?t the cl).urch. The tw.co l<itchens 
are set up at the nearbY, f,,larj_o, Cen­
ter, a facility where the N~w Orleans 
Hornets often practice. • 

"We're housing about 40 people 
here at our little church," he said. " 

Combined, the two kitchens can 
cook up to 20,000 meals per day, 

but, as of late last week, no method 
• was in place to distribute that many 
meals, he said. 

Residents have begun to trickle 
back into Westwego, he said, but 
some already are talking about 
relocating. "That's going to hit our 
churches pretty hard," he said. 

But Adkins added that he re­
mains an "eternal optimist." 

"We know that God's going 

On the verge of tears 
Homesickness remains a common 
challenge the first weeks of school 

too-far from home." "Now that I have had time to 
think about it, my mom just can't afford for me 
to be here." There are many other reasons given 
for needing to go home, but these are some of the As a general rule, boys do not like to cry in 

front of others. Girls have a completely different 
emotional system, and frankly are less inhibited 
about shedding a tear or two in front of someone. 
We have seen many tears the past week or two as 
new students have had to deal with their emo­
tions and being homesick. I just wish some phar· 

more common. 
It is easy to determine when some students are 

homesick. All one has to do is look at the red eyes 
or the tears running down their cheeks. Others, 
who are a little more in control of their emotions, 
are just as homesick but do better at not letting 

maceutical company would develop 
a simple little pill we could give our 
new students to help them get through 
what is, for them, the most challenging 

THIS IS ONEIDA 

people know how homesick they are. 
Frankly, they often are the most diffi­
cult to help. We have plenty of staff to 
help those with tears in their eyes, but 
others who might need someone to talk 
to often are more difficult to identify. 

event of their lives. 
During the first two or three days 

of school, nearly a half-dozen students 
made their way to my office during 
classes. Normally I do not allow stu­
dents to come to my office during the 
academic day because over a period of W.F. Underwood 

The good news is that homesiclmess 
is normally a "two-week" malady. Just 
as quickly as it comes, it seems to disap· 
pear. Adjustments begin to take place, 
friends are made and there is light at 
the end of the tunnel. With the help time, they can find an unending num­

ber of things to talk about. Students are instruct· 
ed to see me after school if they need to talk to 
me. As those half-dozen students made their way 
to my office the first few <,iays of school, they all 
had one common concern: "I want to go home." 
I normally remind them that we spent several 
hours during orientation telling them and their 
loved ones that homesiclmess js normally the 
first serious problem we face. 

Only on rare occasions has a student admitted 
to being homeskk. For reasons I never have really 
understood, students just don't like to admit to 
being homesick. The reasons they give for want· 
ing to go home sound something like this: "This 
place is just not for me." "This place just can't 
help me." "My roommates don't like me." "My 
mother needs me at home." "This place is just 

of parents who did not succumb to the pleas 
of their child and an understanding and caring 
staff, tears are replaced with smiles. A room­
mate convinces his or her homesick friend to 
join the volleyball team, the cross country team, 
the soccer team, the traveling choir, the drama 
department or maybe even the work crew on the 
farm. The understanding friend convinces the 
new student that worl<ing on the farm, though 
it is difficult, is lots of fun, too. Caring for a 
newborn calf or gathering up goats that won't 
stay in their pens is a new experience for most of 
our students. Homesiclmess, thanks be to God, 
doesn't last too long. 
WF Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida 
school.org; e-ma_il: president@oneidaschool.org 

to take care of us and handle the 
needs," he said. "But we say, 'Lord, 
would you kind of hurry and let us 
know what kind of direction you're 
going to go in so we'll have some 
peace of mind?"' 

Already two churches, including 
one in Inez, have called offering to 
help replace the roof shingles blown 
off in the storm: 

Adkins was supposed to be sp~n_d· 

Singing pastor 
Seven-bypass heart surgery 
adds meaning to ministry 

Robbie Catoe describes him­
self as a "singing pastor." He was 
in the adult choir at age 14. At 
the campus Valentine banquet he 
sang to his wife, Terry. 

''I'd rather sing than eat," Rob­
bie said. "God has put something 
in my heart; a burning 
desire to share." • 

ing this time memorizing the book 
of Ecclesiastes in Hebrew in one of 
his classes at New Orleans Seminary. 

Now his wife is staying three 
hours away in a camp with their two 
children while he helps coordinate 
disaster relief. 

"Pass the word to pray for us. It's 
obviously hard right now, but we be­
lieve God's going to do great things 
out of this." • 

the biggest difficulties was to give 
up our toy poodle," Robbie said. • 
"Grandparents now keep him. It's 
funny; when we go back to South 
Carolina it isn't home anymore." 

Terry works as a counselor at 
Cumberland Care in Pineville. They 
have two daughters, ages 11 and 
6; the girls attend Page Elemen­
tary School and like living at Clear 

Creek. "Many times we 
have to call and see who 
they are visiting on cam· 
pus," Terry said. 

In his third semester 
he discovered something 
else about his heart. He 
went for an exam and the 
next day had seven-bypass 
heart surgery at Central 
Baptist Hospital. While 
he was out of classes for 
the remainder of the 
semester, professors indi­
vidually worked with him 

Bill Whittaker 

Recovery from sur­
gery progressed enough 
that Robbie and Terry 
were part of a campus 
mission team to Juneau, 
Alaska, in July. The 
team conducted two 
Bible schools and com· 
pleted remodeling ·and 

to complete the course require· 
ments during the summer. 

After 27 years in the construc­
tion business, Robbie made the 
transition to prepare for the life 
of a pastor. 

"I wish he would hurry and 
grow up, and decide what he's 
going to do," Terry recalled say­
ing. Both of them knew God was 
calling to ministry. "But I was 
hard-headed and ran from God," 
Robbie said. 

In the fall of 2000 they real­
ized no contentment would 
come without surrender. "One of 

construction projects on church 
facilities. 

"We've been blown away with 
blessings here at Clear Creek. Every· 
body is here for the same reason; all 
are lifting up Jesus." Robbie said. "I 
go into an office to ask a question, 
and they take time to pray for me. 
It is so good to be around Christian 
people." 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
KY 40977; (~q6) 337-3196 
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New Orleans pastor Fred Luter fighting fear with faith 
By Shannon Baker 
Baptist Press 

Birmingham, Ala. (BP)-New Or­
leans Pastor Fred Luter still doesn't 
know the status of his church, its 
members, his home or • even his 
brother. 

"It's a difficult situation to ad­
dress," said Luter, pastor of Franklin 
Avenue Baptist Church in New Or­
leans, who is anxious to return to 
the city to assess the situation and 
to minister to families accordingly. 

So far, Luter hasn't received 
reports of deaths from his mem­
bership. Yet, "no doubt, with the 
membership we have, we have lost 
some," he said sadly. 'There's no . 
way to tell yet because we are such a 
large church." 

Founded in 1933, Franklin Av­
enue Baptist Church has swelled 
to more than 7,000 members since 
Luter became pastor in 1986, when 
there were only 65 members ·on the 
rolls. 

At the. time, Luter, the first Afri­
can-American to preach the conven­
tion sermon · at a· Southern Baptist 
Convention . annual meeting, was 
challenged either to "bury or resur­
rect" the dying church in a changing 
neighborhood. 

Now, nearly 20 years later, the 
pastor faces the same challenge, this 
time due to tlie torrential flooding 
after Hurricane Katrina, which ap­
pears to have virtually destroyed the 
community where he serves. 

A self-described "street preacher 
from the lower Ninth Ward," an 

A PASTOR'S TEARS Fred Luter, pastor of 
Franklin Avenue Baptist Church in New 
Orleans, tells students at Southwestern 
Seminary that Hurricane Katrina 
destroyed his church buildings and 
scattered his 7,000 church members 
throughout the U.S. (Southwestern 
Seminary photo by Jonathan Blair) 

area flooded when a flood wall broke 
along the Mississippi River, Luter 
predicts that in God's strength the 
city will see a whole new "resurrec­
tion" amid the death and destruc­
tion left by the storm. 

That destruction, • he fears, in­
cludes his church, which sprawls 
alongside a block on Franklin 
Avenue, a road that leads to New 
Orleans' Lake Pontchartrain, which 
flooded New Orleans. 

Luter, who is scheduled to speak 
later this month at Campbellsville 
University's pastors' conference, said 
he has heard rumors about floodwa­
ter levels rising anywhere between 
five feet and 20 feet to the rooftops, 
but he hasn't received any definitive 
information about the church. 

"We are definitely planning on 
rebuilding once we can get b<!.ck 
into New Orleans," Luter said. "It's 
not going to be easy, but we are go­
ing to make it." 

He also wants to find out if his 
brother Keith has · survived the 
ordeal. Luter hasn't heard from 
him since Sept. 1. "My mom is so 
concerned; she's called me in tears," 
Luter said. "It has been tough." 

Luter also fears that the storm 
destroyed his home, from which he 
and his wife, Elizabeth, evacuated to 
Birmingham, Ala., to stay with their 
daughter. 

Members & staff scattered 
Since evacuating, they have tried 

to -contact church staff and mem­
bers, hearing that many evacuated 
to Houston, Dallas, Memphis and 
Birmingham and elsewhere. 

• Just this past July, Franklin Av­
enue Baptist Church purchased 90 
acres of land east of New Orleans 
where they planned an extension to 
their current campus. 

"I have heard that the area was 
the hardest hit with flooding," Luter 
said., 

The church had planned to start 
preparing the property in 2006 
with the hope of building a multi­
purpose building, educational 
space and church offices in 2008. 
Eventually, the master plan calls 
for the construction of a 6,000-seat 
sanctuary. 

"We may have to rethink our 
plans," Luter said. 

Keeping a pre-existing commit­
ment to preach a chapel message 
at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary last week, Luter told the 
students that he initially felt a per­
sonal sense of fear when the levees 
broke and his city flooded. 

But then, he said, he sensed God 
rebuking his emotions and challeng­
ing his faith. 

"(Jesus) looked at me and asked, 
'Fred, why are you fearful? How is it 
that you have no faith? You've been 
preaching faith all these years and 
teaching faith all these years and 
telling other people to have faith. 
Now it's time to use some of your 
faith,'" Luter recounted. 

Luter was not in a ·self.pitying 
frame of mind when ·he spoke of 
Jesus calming the storm in Mark 
4:35-41. 

Noting that storms come into 
everyone's lives, Luter said God is 
present and trustworthy reg~rdless 
of the circumstances. 

"I've discovered· that when 
trouble comes your·way, that when 
the storms of life are raging, faith is 
the first area that the enemy works 
on," he said. 

Luter admitted that amid the 
tragedy of Hurricane Katrina he be­
gan to lose sight of all God has done 
in his life as "the enemy" clouded 
his mind with fear for the moment. 

"Always remember that when 
the storms show up, so does the Sav­
ior," Luter said. 
With additional reporting by Lauri Arnold of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 

Giving pa_tterns reveal focus on those 'worthy' ·01 compassion 
By Jeffrey MacDonald 
Religion News Service 

Washington (RNS)-As Americans 
set new records for charitable giv­
ing in response to Hurricane Ka­
trina, some fundraisers are seeing 
a principle confirmed: When those 
suffering are perceived as innocent 
victims, donors respond generously. 

On the other hand, giving pat­
terns suggest donors are losing 
patience with chronic problems . 
such as poverty, in which suffering 
arguably is exacerbated by question­
able choices. 

Private donations are shrinking 
for homeless shelters, AIDS-related 
services and programs for troubled 
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youth, to cite just a few examples. 
In religious. circles and beyond, 

some see a troubling trend: Compas­
sion is increasingly being reserved 
for those who appear to have done 
no wrong. 

Giving patterns illustrate the 
contrasts. it took only 10 days after 
the hurricane hit the Gulf Coast 
for donors to exceed $602 mil­
lion for relief efforts, according 
to data tracked by the Center on 
Philanthropy at Indiana University. 
Similarly, 10 days after the attacks 
of Sept. 11, Americans had donated 
$239 million to relief efforts. 

A quick glance at the big picture 
reveals an increasingly generous 
public. Total annual giving to all 
charities has climbed steadily from 
$231 billion in 2001 to $249 billion 
in 2004. 

Smaller charities struggle 
But closer ~crutiny reveals that 

giving to human service causes-in­
cluding legal services, food pantries 
and rehabilitation for ex-convicts­
has declined every year from a $22.1 
billion peak in 2001 to $19.2 billion 
in 2004. 

Hardest hit: small organizations, 
raising less than $1 million per 
year, received 3.4 percent less from 

• private donors in 2004 than in 2003, 
according to Giving USA 2005. 

"For some reason, we're not be­
ing sympathetic to the poor and the 
needy as we're leaving certain peo­
ple behind," says Daniel Borochoff, 
president of the Chicago-based 
American Institute of Philanthropy. 

"It is harder to raise money for 
people who made bad choices. ... 

It is hard for the charities to tell 
people, 'Yeah, OK, sure, these giant 
things get a lot of news, but you 
know, there's thousands of people 
who smoke in bed anli start a fire 
and have to get help.'" 

Historically, donors haven't 
dwelled on the question, "Is it your 
fault or not?," according to Chron­
icle of Philanthropy editor . Stacy 
Palmer. But she has a hunch that 
donors now ask it quite often. 

"I think it's increasing" as a cri­
terion, Palmer says. "Charities need 
to do more to get information out 
about the kinds of problems people 
face and why they face them." Oth­
erwise, she says, would-be donors 
can too easily dismiss a particular 
cause because it seems the clientele 
were wholly responsible for their 
own misfortune. 

Religious charities say they feel 
the same pressure as others do to 
frame every cause as one on the side 
of innocent victims. • 

Virginia-based Christian 
Children's Fund, for instance, 
hasn't hesitated to serve Angolan . 
teenagers, even though some took 
up arms to advance a bloody civil 
war, according to vice president· 
of marketing Betty Forbes. Yet 
she says marketing appeals must 
emphasize that these teens joined 
militias not as free agents but un­
der lots of outside pressure. 

"You have to say that that's what 
happened to them," Forbes says. 
"They were pretty normal children, 
(but) they were taken out of school, 
they never had a childhood, they 
certainly didn't have any teenage 
years. TI1ey were fighting." 

President Bush 
calls for day of 
prayer Friday 

Washington (BP)­
President Bush has 
called for a national 
day of prayer and 
remembrance Friday. 

"Throughout our • 
history in times of 
testing, Americans 
have come together 
to heal and ask for 
strength for the tasks 
ahead," Bush said 
during remarks on 
hurricane relief Sept. 8. 
"I ask that we pray-as 
Americans have always 
prayed in times of • 
trial-with confidence 

. in His purpose, with 
hope for a brighter 
future and with the 
humility to ask God to 
keep u~ strong so that_ 
we can· better serve our 
brothers and sisters in 
need." 

Shi.rley Dobson, 
chairwoinan of the 
National Day of Prayer 
Task Force, listed 
several prayer requests: 

I For the safety and 
health of the hurricane · 
victims. 

I That God will 
give the rescuers the 
physical and spiritual 
strength required to do 
their work. 

I For patience 
for those anxiously 
waiting to hear from 
family members or for 
word on their homes 
and neighborhoods. 

I For problems to be 
solved in peace and for 
order to be established 
in the midst of chaos. 

I For the relief 
organizations involved, 
that they will receive 
enough supplies and 
funds to address the 
needs before them and 
that they will get the 
supplies distributed 
quickly and efficiently. 

I That citizens will 
selflessly open their 
hearts and homes to 
the victims. 

"By uniting in 
prayer as a nation, we 
can avail ourselves of • 
the wisdom that only • 
God provides," Dobson 
said. "By petitioning 
Him for mercy 
and grace, people 
everywhere can be a 
very real and necessary 
part of the hope and . 
healing. TI1rough 
prayer, we can access 
the power of God 
Himseff." 
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PRAYER 
PARTNERS 

Please pray for the 
following Kentucky 
Baptist ministries: 

Loving Springs 
Missionary Baptist 
Church in Glasgow. 
Mission Service Corps 
missionary John 
Edwards, director of 
the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's Baptist 
Builders, reports 
that Loving Springs 
Church, a member of 
the Baptist General 
Association of 
Kentucky, celebrated 
moving into its new 
worship center Sept. 
11. A Carpenters for • 
Christ building team 
representing five states 
began construction • 
in June, working 
on a newly poured 
concrete slab. When 
they concluded their 
work 10 days later, the 
exterior of the building 
was completed as well 
as interior electrical, 
plumbing and drywall. 
From that point, 
church members 
and other volunteers 
finished the new 
church building. 

According to Lincoln 
Bingham,Kentucky 
Baptist cooperative 
ministries consultant, 
"Loving Springs Baptist 
Church, pastored by 
a young, dedicated, 
energetic visionary, 
Rev. Shawn Sales, is 
now better equipped 
to fulfill that vision. 
The building of this 
new facility, built for 
a black congregation 
by a white Baptist 
mission team, reflects 
the power and value 
of cooperation by on­
mission people." 

MOUNTAINS TO THE MISSISSIPPI 
COMPILED BY STAFF 

■ CORBIN-Lynn Camp Church is 
celebrating 200 years of ministry 
throughout September. The church 
also recently ordained ijric Burke 
into the gospel ministry. Carl Mc­
Cray is pastor. 
■ COVINGTON-Visalia Church will 
celebrate homecoming Sept. 25, 

. 2 p.m. For more information, call 
Leroy Schmid at (859) 356-3903. 
■ COXS CREEK-Catherine Lewis, a 
member ofHobbs Church, died Sept. 
4 at age 78. She is survived by her 
husband, William, pastor of Hobbs 
Church, a son, three grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren. • 
■ FLEMINGSBURG-Flemingsburg 
Church will hold revival services 
Sept. 25-27, 7 p.m .. with Bill Mackey, 
Kentucky Baptist Convention execu­
tive director. as evangelist. 
■ FLORENCE-Greenview Church will 
hold fall revival services Sept. 18 
at 10:50 a.m. and 6 p.m. and Sept. 
19-21, 7 p.m., with Ron Chastain as 
evangelist. 
■ HARRODSB.URG-Deep Creek Church 
will celebrate homecoming and host 
a building dedication service Sept. 
25. Activities will include music by 
Jubilation and lunch after the morn­
ing service. Lewis Walter is interim 
pastor. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Deer Park Church 
ordained Bob Bebout to the gospel 

ministry Sept. 11. He has been called 
as pastor of the English-language 
congregation of Korean First Church 
in Radcliff. 

Danny Haynes recently resigned 
as pastor of South Jefferson Church. 
Jim England has been called as in­
terim pastor. 
■ PINEVILLE-Clear • Creek Baptist 
Bible College will hold campus re­
vival services Sept. 20-22, 11 a.m. and 
7 p.m., with Ron Lynch, founder of 
Life Out of Death Ministries in Mat­
thews, N.C., as evangelist. For more 
information, call (606) 337-3196. 
■ SCOTTSVILLE-Scottsville Church 
recently honored Ken Goforth for 
serving 30 years as minister of music, 
Becky Boling for 32 years as organist 
and Martha Shook for 30 years as 
pianist. Dale Darley is pastor. 
■ SPRINGFIELD-Bethlehem Church 
will celebrate its 200th anniversary 
Sept. 18 with a 10 a.m. service, noon 
meal and 2 p.m. service with Rick 
Shannon, pastor of Alton Church 
in Lawrenceburg, as guest speaker. 
Jimmy Edenfield is pastor. 
■ WALTON-New Banldick Church 
will celebrate homecoming Sept. 
18 with special recognitions in the 
morning service, a noon meal and 
an afternoon concert by the South­
emaires. For more information, call 
(859) 356-5538. 

Kentucky churches to host simulcast 
Nashville-A dozen Kentucky Bap­

tist churches are partnering .with 
LifeWay Church Resources to host a 
Beth Moore conference Oct. 7-8 live 
via satellite. 

• Moore, a Christian author and 
Bible study leader, will lead the "Liv­
ing ProofLive" conference from New 
York City Oct. 7, 7-9:30 p.m., and Oct. 
8, 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

More than 250 churches across 
the nation are participating as host 
churches. Kentucky Baptist churches 
scheduled to host the simulcast are: 

I Bethlehem Church of Greens-
burg. 

I Erlanger Church. 
I First Church ofLeitchfield. 
I First Church of Princeton. 

I Grapevine Church of Madison­
ville. 

I Immanuel Church ofLexington. 
I Ormsby Heights Church of Lou­

isville. 
I Severns Valley Church of Eliza-

bethtown. 
I Parkway Church of Bardstown. 
I Rosedale Church of Richmond. 
I Steubenville Church of Monti­

cello. 
I Worthville Church. 
Other churches across the state 

hosting the simulcast include Chris­
tian, Church of God, Methodist and 
Presbyterian. 

For more information, visit www. 
lifeway.com and type "simulcasf' in 
the search window. 
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~;ggg; CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

September 
16-17 Women on Mission Fall Retreat, 

Jonathan Creek. 
19 Interfaith Conference, White Hall 

Baptist Church , Richmond. 
20 Interfaith Conference, First Baptist 

Church, Fitzpatrick. 
24 Children in Action Missions Day 

Camp, Cedarmore. 
24 Minister's Wives Celebration, 

Parkway Baptist Church, 
Lexington. 

30-0ct. 1 Focus 2005, Highview 
Baptist Church, Louisville. 

30-0ct. 1 Journey into Worship 2, 
Severns Valley Baptist Church, 
Elizabethtown. 

October 
5-8 Reconciliation Networks of Our 

World, St. Matthews Baptist 
Church, Louisville. 

8 K·Bc Preaching Conference, Lancer 
Baptist Church, Prestonsburg. 

14-15 Women On Mission/Baptist 
Nurses Fellowship Fall Retreat, 
Cedarmore. 

15 KBC Preaching Conference, New 
Vision Baptist Church, Mayfield. 

18 Celebrate Baptism, Hillvue Heights 
Baptist Church, Bowling Green. 

22 KBC Preaching Conference, First 
Baptist Church, Junction City. 

24-25 Senior Adult Choir Festival, 
Severns Valley Baptist Church, 
Elizabethtown. 

For more information, call (BOO) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org 

Claypool, former Kentucky pastor, 
remembered as noted theologian 

Atlanta (ABP)-Influential preach­
_er and theologian John Claypool 
died Sept. 3 in Atlanta, where he was 
a visiting professor of preaching at 
Mercer University's McAfee School 
of Theology. 

Claypool, a Kentucky native and 
former pastor of Crescent Hill Bap­
tist Church in Louisville, was 74. 
He died at Dekalb Medical Center 
in Decatur of complications from 
treatment for ·multiple myeloma. a 
cancer of the bone marrow. 

"John Claypool touched our 
souls," said Kirby Godsey, president 
of Mercer University.- "Amidst our 
wounds and our triumphs, his voice 
became for us the voice of God. 

"He will continue to walk among 
us, giving light to our steps, wisdom 
for our hearts and hope to our 
souls," Godsey added. He said Clay­
pool's "life and presence and teach­
ing were profound and enduring 
gifts to the entire Mercer University 
community." 

Claypool, a former Baptist pastor, 
became an Episcopal priest in 1986. 
He served as rector of St. Luke's Epis­
copal Church in Birmingham, Ala., 

for nearly 14 years before retiring 
in 2000. 

In addition to serving at Crescent 
Hill Church, Claypool was pastor or 
associate pastor of several other Bap­
tist churches, including First Baptist 
Church of Decatur, Ga,; Broadway 
Baptist Church of Fort Worth, Texas; 
Northminster Baptist Church of 
Jackson, Miss.; and Second Baptist 
Church ofLubbock, Texas. 

Claypool was a graduate of 
Baylor University in Waco, Texas, 
and Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville. He was the 
author of 11 books, including "God 
Is an Amateur," "Tracks of a Fellow 
Struggler," "Mending the Heart" 
and "Stories Jesus Still Tells: The Par­
ables." He delivered the prestigious 
Lyman Beecher Lectures in Preach­
ing at Yale University in 1978. 

His funeral was held Sept. 9 at 
St. Luke's Episcopal Church. He is 
survived by his wife, Ann; a son, 
John Rowan Claypool V; one grand­
son, John Rowan Claypool VI; and 
two step-children, Laura Crawford 
Williams and Charles Tarleton Wil­
liams III. 

Pray that Loving 
Springs Missionary 
Baptist Church will 
capture the vision 
ofreaching its 
community with the 
love of Christ. Pray also 
for the congregation's 
involvement in 
ministering to more 
than 150 evacuees 

CLASSIFIED Aos 

who have arrived in 
Glasgow in the wake of 
Hurricane Katrina. 

If you would like 
Kentucky Baptists to 
join in praying for 
a ministry of your 
church or association, 
please send the 
information to Eric 
Allen at Eric.Allen 
@kybaptist.org or call 
(502) 489-4302. 

AVAILABLE: Magnify Quar-
tet-men's 4-part harmony gospel 
music-live mus1nans seek to 
magnify Jesus. Love offerings re­
quested-never a fee. Call toll-free: 
(877) 409-3764 or (859) 393-4517. 
www.magnifyquartet.com. 

AVAILABLE : Music evangelist. "Put­
ting God First Ministry." Concerts, 
revivals, supply, interim music, etc. 
Seminary degree. (859) 238-2229; 
pu ttinggod 1 st@yahoo.com. 

FOR SALE: 88-key electric piano. 
Call Pat Shields, (270) 842-3805 

FOR SALE: Christian and patriotic 
neckties; retail value: $12-$15; your 
cost: $6; great fundraiser; postage 
paid. Humor book: "500 Laughte'r 
Doeth Good Like a Medicine" $8. 
Men's suits: $58.75. (606) 285-3051. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
youth for First Baptist Church, Lon­
don. Please send resumes to: Minis­
ter of Youth Search Committee, 804 
West Fifth St., London, KY 40741; or 
e-mail to: fbclondon@alltel.net. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth mm1s­
ter. Outgoing, creative individual 
to grow active youth ministry with 
emphasis on discipleship. Send re­
sumes to: Youth Search Committee, 
Knoxville Baptist Church, 110 E Fair­
view, Williamstown, KY 41097. 

SEEKING: Part-time pianist and 
part-time organist for Fern Creek 
Baptist Church. Strong accompa­
nying skills are required for both 
positions. Send resumes to: Fern 
Creek Baptist Church, PO Box 91146, 
Louisville, KY 40291, Attn: Person­
nel Committee. Resumes will be 
received through Oct. 8. Questions: 
call (502) 239-0316. Linda Barnes 
Popham, pastor. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister for 
children through youth for McDow­
ell First Saptist Church-an exciting, 
growing, loving fellowship in East­
ern Kentucky. Mail resumes and/or 
sermon tapes to: McDowell First Bap­
tist Church, PO Box 241 , McDowell, 
KY 41647, Attn: Search Committee. 

SEEKING: Senior pastor for Cen­
terfield Church, a contel}1porary 
Baptist church in fast-growing 
Oldham County, Ky. Please reply to: 
Centerfield Church, 4200 S Highway 
393, Crestwood, KY 40014. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
youtl1 and recreation and part-time 
minister of children . Applicants for 
both positions must be spiritually • 
mature, enthusiastic and creative. 
Send resumes to: Fern Creek Baptist 
Church, PO Box 91146, Louisville, KY 
40291, Attn: Personnel Committee. 
Resumes will be received through 
Oct. 8. Questions: call (502) 239-0316. 
Linda Barnes Popham, pastor. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth min­
ister (paid position; grades 6-12) 
for Mexico Baptist Church in rural 
western Kentucky. Average Sunday 
school attendance: 135. Send re­
sume to MBC Youth Council, 175 
Mexico Road, Marion, KY 42064, 
Attn: Brent Highfil, or call (270) 965-
2149. turnerchandler@hotmail.com. 

SEEKING: Part-time church pianist 
for Hurstbourne Baptist Church. 
Skills would include accompanying, 
improvisation and sight-reading 
for blended worship style. Contact: 
Chris Kihn, minister of worship & 
music, 8800 Shelbyville Road, Louis­
ville, KY 40222, or (502) 426-2444. 

SEEKING: Pastor for Petrey 
Memorial Baptist Church in 
Hazard, Ky. For more informa­
tion, please ·visit our Web site at 
www.petreymemorial.org. Resumes, 
tapes/videos should be sent to: Pas­
tor Search Committee, 141 Alto St., 
Hazard, KY 41701. 

SEEKING: Minister of adult 
education. Florence Baptist Church 
(800-plus in worship) is located 
in the fastest growing county in 
Kentucky. We are in the process of 
relocating to 67 acres and are seek­
ing an energetic individual to build 
the adult ministries of our church. 
Please send resumes to peggy.romes 
@florencechurch.org. 

') 



WESTERN RECORDER.org 

A test of faith 
Heart ailment of son Trevin forced 
Cleveland QB Trent Dilfer to his knees 
By Mary Kay Cabot 
Religion News Service . 

Cleveland (RNS)-Trent Dilfer, the 
Cleveland Browns' new starting 
quarterback, sat in bis son Trevin's 
hospital room two years ago and 
cried. 

If you just loo'k,ed at Trevin's 
blond head and not at the tangle of 
tubes sewn into his .chest, .it looked 
like he was sleeping peacefully. 

On the wall near his bed sat a 
picture of Trevin hugging Mickey 
Mouse and smiling. He ·looked so 
happy and healthy, so full oflife. 

But the only thing keeping him 
alive now was the massive machine 
humming and whirring on the back 
wall. In fact, Dilfer and his wife, Cass, 
were faced with a heart-wrenching 
decision. Did they let Trevin's time 
run out on the machine or should 
they turn it off and say goodbye in 
a special way? 

Dilfer couldn't bear the thought 
of either. Trevin, 5, was his only 
son and his ally in a house full of 
girls. He loved hanging around the 
locker room with his dad and was in 
Dilfer's arms after he won a Super 
Bowl with Baltimore following the 
2000 season. At Seattle Seahawks 
practices, Trevin often would chal­
lenge the receivers to a race. 

At home, Trevin was the peace­
rria1<er. With three sisters to pro~ect, 
he always was running around yell­
ing, "Trevin to the rescue!" And now, 
Dilfer-all 6-foot-4 and 225 pounds 
of him-was helpless to rescue this 
SO-pound version of himself. 

Dilfer had been through some 
tough times before, but nothing like 
this. In college, he drank every day. 
In Tampa, he was booed relentlessly 
by Buccaneers fans and was released 
by the team in 1999, two years after 
making the Pro Bowl. _In Baltimore, 
he was dumped just after winning 
the Super Bowl. And in Seattle, he 
ruptured h1s Achilles tendon after 
finally winning the starting job. 

Each time, his faith-and his foot­
ball-kept him from crumbling. But 
this was different. This time, God 
was asking him to let go ofTrevin. 

Growing up in Santa Cruz,. Calif., 
Dilfer came from a broken home, 
but he had two sets of parents who 
loved him and kept a close eye on 
him. Still, he found trouble. 

By his senior year in high school, 
Dilfer was the star quarterback and 

Icing of the party circuit. But he was 
getting mostly A's in school and W's 
on the field, so no one suspected. 

Then in his freshman year at 
Fresno State, he tore a biceps and sat 
out the season as a redshirt. With all 
that free time, life became one big 
party. School was a breeze, so not 
even his coaches caught on. 

The summer before his . sopho­
more season at Fresno State, in 1992, 
Dilfer was invited to a Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes camp. 

Turning his life around 
Hung over and bleary-eyed, he sat 

and listened as a group of about 40 
college athletes began to share their 
stories. At first, he thought, "These 
geeks have no clue." But soon he 
broke down and wept. 

He became a Christian and vowed 
to turn his life around. 

Dilfer called Cassandra, his class­
mate and the beautiful captain of 
the swim team. He told her about 
his conversion and she said, "I don't 
believe you." So he persuaded her to 
meet with him. 

It was true, Dilfer was different. 
Soon, they began dating and 11 
months later they were married. 

He left college after his junior 
season and was drafted No. 6 over­
al} _ by T;µnpa Bay. But he had a bad 
rool<ie year and got off on the wrong 
foot with the fans. In 1999, two years 
after he became the first Bucs quar­
terback to make the Pro Bowl, they 
cut him. 

He signed with Baltimore for the 
2000 season and won a Super Bowl, 
but he didn't get any credit because 
the team's defense was so domi­
nant. Two months later, the Ravens 
dumped him. 

Still stung by the Ravens' snub, 
he signed with the Seahawks as a 
backup in 2001 and won four games 
in relief of injured Matt Hasselbecl<. 
Coach Mike Holmgren re-signed 
Dilfer to a four-year deal in the off­
season and told him, "You're my 
starter." 

Dilfer was determined to prove 
the Ravens wrong. But he injured 
his lmee in the 2002 preseason and 
missed the first five games. Then, af­
ter starting six games, he ruptured 
his Achilles tendon and missed the 
rest of the year. 

The only good thing about the 
injury was that it gave him plenty 

READY FOR SOME FOOTBALL Trent Di/fer, shown here in a preseason game, says the 
challenge of leading the Cleveland Browns is another step in the healing process for 
his whole family. (Photo courtesy of the Cleveland Browns) 
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of time to spend with Cass and their 
four children, Madeleine, 6, Trevin, 
5, Victoria, 4, and Delaney, 1. 

In March 2003, the family went 
to Disneyland. On their second day, 
Trevin felt feverish and wasn't him­
self. A doctor diagnosed him with 
asthma and bronchitis. 

The Dilfers cut the trip short, 
and Trevin seemed fine OIJ. the·ride 
home. But the next day, Trevin• was • 
listless and couldn't speak. While 
Dilfer was out with the girls,. Cass 
took Trevin to the emergency room. 

Doctors thought Trevin might 
have hepatitis and sent him to a 
nearby children's hospital. But his 
heart failed in the ambulanc;:e. They 
revived him, but it failed a second 
time when he arrived. 

Doctors sat the Dilfers down and 
said: "He's not going to make it, 
for some reason his heart won't re­
spond. We're pumping it manually. 
We have no idea what's going on." 

Dilfer fell to his lmees and 
sobbed. 

Doctors stabilized Trevin to 
open his chest and put him on a 
heart-lung bypass . machine. Still, 
they warned the Dilfers, "This is a 
temporary fix." Trevin was moved to 
the hospital at Stanford University 
where doctors told the Dilfers that 
a rare virus had attacked Trevin's 
heart and he needed a transplant. 

But it was a race against time. 
Each day brought an increased 

risk of a bacterial infection. IfTrevin 
developed such an infection, he'd 
have to be removed from the wait­
ing list. 

The next 25 days were excruci­
ating. Cass stayed in the room for 
hours at a time, but Dilfer could 
only stay for 20 minutes or so. Once, 
he went to the chapel and broke 
down. "God, take my life, just spare 
my son!" Dil.fer pleaded. 

A new revelation 
On April 20, Dilfer and · Cass 

attended Easter services, the first 
time in almost 40 days that they 
both were away from Trevin. But 
when they returned, Dilfer lmew 
something was wrong. There were 
more doctors than usual, including 
the heads of the intensive care and 
cardiac units. 
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The next morning, Dilfer • and 
Cass got the bad news: Trevin most 
likely had a systemic infection. 

All this time, Dilfer and Cass 
trusted that God would save Trevin. 
But that night, Dilfer had a revela­
tion: God would save Trevin by tak­
ing him home. 

On April 24, Dilfer sent Cass to 
be with the girls for her birthday. 
While she was gone, he sat in 
Trevin's room and wrote him two 
tear-stained letters. 

Two days later, Dilfer and Cass 
prayed and decided to take Trevin 
off life support. They were told the 
machine could only keep him alive 
two more weeks and he'd be in pain. 
Doctors and pastors assured them it 
was the loving and merciful thing 
to do. 

On April 27, the family went 
into Trevin's room and played his 
favorite song-"One of These Days." 
The song by FFH is about dying and 
going to heaven. 

The girls left the room, and DiJ­
fer turned off the machine. 

Three days later, the Dilfers 
held a celebration ofTrevin's life at 
People's Church in Fresno. 

When it came time for Seahawks 
camp in the summer of 2003, Dilfer, 
somehow, made it to camp. It was a 
tough season, as he backed up Has­
selbeck. 

The next season, 2004, Dilfer • 
started _two games in relief of Has­
selbeck and Seattle won them botl1. 
He realized that, more than ever, he 
needed to be on the field. 

But he lmew he'd have to leave 
the Seahawks to be a starter again. 
This was Hasselbeck's team now, 
and it was time for Dilfer to move 
on. 

Besides, he was ready for a new 
challenge, another step in the hea_l­
ing process. What's more, his family 
was emotionally up for such a big 
move. , He asked the Seahawks to 
trade him and soon received a call 
from Browns General Manager Phil 
Savage, his old friend from the Ra­
vens. He called it a miracle. 

He was back in the game as a 
starter, and now Sundays will be 
more special than ever. They're a 
chance to show off for Trevin, his 
best friend and his No. 1 fan. 

TRENT DILFER Cleveland 
Browns' new starting 
quarterback Trent Differ 
poses for a portrait on a 
rainy day at the Browns'. 
training facility in Berea, 
Ohio. (RNS photo by Mike 
Levy) 
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Bring the mission 
field into your home-. 

Not all mission fields are on foreign soil. 
. -

Foster parents bring the mission_field home, 
ministering to children in crisis and giving 
them the thing they need most -- family. 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children is looking 
for more in-home missionaries to feed, clothe 
and shelter abused and abandoned children. . 
.Hundreds of children are waiting for families . 
willing to care for them physically, emotionally 
and spiritually . 

Help us change the world one young life 
at a time. Call us today. 

Foster parenting: 
in-home missions. 

1-800-456-1386 
www.kbhc.org E-mail: info@kbhc.org 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for .Children 
Life-Changing Ministries for Children & F amities 
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