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Supreme Court
refuses to revisit
abortion ruling

Washington (BP)—The U.S. Su-
preme Court declined Oct. 10 to re-
visit one of its 1973 opinions that re-
sulted in the legalization of abortion
for all reasons throughout all stages
of pregnancy.

The justices announced without
comment their decision to deny a
request to reverse the Doe v. Bolton
decision, a companion to the land-
mark Roe v. Wade ruling. While the
high court struck down state prohi-
bitions on abortion in its Roe opin-
ion, its Doe ruling defined a wom-
an’s health so expansively as to per-
mit, in effect, an abortion for any
reason throughout pregnancy.

In 2005, the Supreme Court re-
jected a similar request to vacate its
Roe decision.

In its 1973 Doe ruling, the high
court provided an exception from
state regulations of abortion for
“maternal health,” which it defined

s “all factors—physical, emotion-
al, psychological, familial and the
woman’s age—relevant to the well-
being of the patient.”

Sandra Cano, whose case was
filed under the name “Mary Doe” in
1973, urged the justices to overturn
the decision made in her favor.

Her attorneys requested the ac-
tion under a federal court rule that
allows such re-evaluation if chang-
ing circumstances have rendered
past decisions obsolete or unjust. Le-
gal papers filed on Cano’s behalf said
advances in medical technology call
for such a reconsideration.

Cano, who reportedly never had
an abortion, said she was pressured
into becoming the plaintiff in the
1973 case by an activist attorney.

Cano’s motion to invalidate Doe
v. Bolton previously was rejected by a
federal judge and a panel of the 11th
Circuit Court of Appeals.

With additional reporting by Associated
Baplist Press

Time to rebuild
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DEVASTATION Willie Breaux, pastor of Christian Fellowship Temple in New Oﬂeans stands in his church’s heavily damaged
sanctuary a year after Hurricane Katrina. Breaux was among pastors KBC staff member Randy Foster visited during a recent
fact-finding tour to determine how Kentucky Baptists can help meet long-term needs. (Photos by John Foster)

New Orleans looks to Baptist volunteers for help

By Brenda Smith
Kentucky Baptist Convention

New Orleans—More than a year
after Hurricane Katrina pounded
Orleans East, the hard-hit neigh-
borhood on the southeast shore
of Lake Ponchartrain remains dev-
astated.

“Everything you look at is just
ruined,” says Randy Foster, direc-
tor of the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention’s Baptist Men on Mission
department, who recently spent
several days on a fact-finding mis-
sion in the area.

Major retail outlets like Dil-

lard’s and Wal-Mart stand eerily
empty, with roofs blown off and
windows blown out, Foster not-
ed. Heaps of trash are gone from
streets, but block after block of
empty homes remain.

Houses are empty of any sal-
vageable content, he added. What
wasn’t swept away by the storm
surge or immersed in floodwaters
from the broken levees was fin-
ished off by the creeping mold that
bloomed everywhere as the waters
receded.

Despite the widespread destruc-
1 See Hard-hit New Orleans ... Page 3

AFTERMATH A pile of debris atop
Pastor Breaux’s desk bears witness
to Hurricane Katrina’s wrath.

Relational issues primary reason for Baptist ministers’ dismissal

By Chris Turner
SBC LifeWay Christian Resources

Nashville (BP)—The general inabil-
ity to “get along” remains at the root
of the top five reasons staff members
in Southern Baptist churches are ter-
minated from their positions, ac-
cording to a study by LifeWay Chris-
tian Resources’ department of pasto-
ral ministries.

Relational issues top the list for
the 10th consecutive year, accord-
ing to Bob Sheffield, a pastoral min-
istries specialist. The top five factors
are: control issues (who's going to
run the church), poor people skills,
churches’ resistance to change,
pastor’s leadership style being too
strong, and churches already in con-
flict when the pastor arrived.

“The interesting thing since we
began doing this study in 1996 is

that the top five have been the top
five every year,” Sheffield said. “The
only difference is in their order from
year to year. We consistently see the
inability to develop and maintain
healthy relationships within the
church as the reason for dismiss-
als.”

The study is compiled in cooper-
ation with state Baptist convention
church ministry relations teams
and directors of missions, and Shef-
field tabulates the data. Twenty-nine
conventions participated this year,
marking the highest total in the
study’s 10-year history.

At least 1,302 staff members were
dismissed in 2005: 314 bivocational,
655 full-time pastors and 333 full-
time staff, the study found. The to-
tals for full-time pastors and staff
are the highest totals during the 10

years, but Sheffield said the num-
bers could be slightly skewed be-
cause the highest number of con-
ventions reporting in any one year
in the past was 26.

Sheffield noted that a pastor’s
administrative incompetence (No.
8) and sexual misconduct (No. 9)
cracked the top 10 for the first time
and ethical misconduct (misman-
aged monies, dishonesty, etc.) made
it into the top 20 for the first time
at No. 11.

“Most people would probably
think that ethical issues or sexual
misconduct would have been one
of the leading reasons for dismiss-
als,” Sheffield said. “Although I am
glad they are not, I am disappoint-
ed to see sexual misconduct creep-
ing higher on the list, and ethical is-
sues making the top 20. Let’s face it,

this is not an uplifting list to begin
with, but I'd love to see those num-
bers decline.”

Another first in the top 20 is dis-
agreement over doctrine (No. 12).

“It is difficult to know exactly
what that means from the way the
question is asked on the survey,”
Sheffield said, “but it has never been
this big of an issue before.”

Sheffield said much of the con-
flict that results in dismissals could
be avoided if search committees and
pastors would interact better during
the interview process.

“Pastors ought to ask hard ques-
tions,” he suggested. “They should
ask to see the minutes from the
last several business meetings. They
ought to check the (church’s) consti-
tution and bylaws and the annual
O See Relational issues ... Page 6



WESTERNRECORDER

BAPTISTS

OCTOBER 17, 2006

SBC leaders’ visit W|th Pre5|dent Bush focuses on prayer

By Tom Strode
Baptist Press

Washington (BP)—Prayer was the
topic of conversation when the pres-
ident of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention met with the president of
the United States Oct. 11.

Other issues were on the agen-
da when President Bush welcomed
SBC President Frank Page; Page’s
wife, Dayle; and SBC Executive Com-
mittee President Morris Chapman
to the Oval Office. But the day’s
events—including an hour-long
news conference and a plane crash
into a New York City high-rise build-
ing—reduced what was schedule to
be a 45-minute meeting to 20 min-
utes.

Page said he had planned to dis-
cuss some moral issues with the
president, but “I did not have tlme
for that.”

During the brief visit, prayer was
the primary topic.

The meeting “primarily focused
on prayer, on what prayer means
to him” and how it undergirds and
strengthens him, Page said of the
president.

“I assured him of Southern Bap-
tists’ support of him, particularly
in our prayer support,” added Page,
pastor of First Baptist Church in Tay-
lors, S.C.

Page said he told Bush, “Perhaps
the message that I've heard more
than anything else” about the pres-
ident from Southern Baptists “was

OVAL OFFICE President Bush meets in the Oval Office with SBC Executive Committee
President Morris Chapman (center), SBC President Frank Page and Page’s wife,
Dayle. (BP photo courtesy of the White House)

that we pray for the president and
Mrs. Bush” every day, especially for
“wisdom, strength and endurance.”

Chapman, in a statement to Bap-
tist Press, said the president “ex
pressed his deep and sincere appre-
ciation for the prayers of Southern
Baptists.”

Page said he told the president
that Southern Baptists feel strong-
ly connected to him “because of our
soul connection, because we believe
we have a man (in the White House)

who knows Christ and is not afraid
to talk” about his Christian faith.

“He seemed delighted to hear
that,” Page noted.

The president also talked about
evil and terrorism during their
meeting, Page and Chapman said.

He “spoke briefly about the truth
of the reality of evil” in the world
and about the violence that some-
times is carried out in the name of
religion, Page said.

Chapman added that Bush

spoke of his resolve to defeat ter-
rorism wherever it threatens to dis-
rupt peace and security in the world
and to spread democracy around
the globe.”

Chapman noted the president’s
optimism, adding that Bush “spoke
of his everyday reliance upon the
guidance of God’s Spirit and the im-
portance of faith in his life and lead-
ership.”

Bush pointed out to his guests
that the presidential seal on the rug
in the Oval Office was designed to
convey optimism, Chapman said.

The president “stated that in his
opinion, ‘Optimism is a necessary
characteristic of every successful
leader,”” Chapman said. “He asked,
almost parenthetically, why people
would want to follow a pessimist
who always dwells upon the nega-
tives rather than upon the positives
that can be seen through the lens of
optimism and faith.”

Page, who was elected SBC presi-
dent in June, acknowledged that all
Southern Baptists do not agree with
the president on some issues but by
praying for him they are praying “as
Scripture commands.”

Page said he encouraged Bush “to
consider strongly speaking to us in
person” at next year’s SBC annual
meeting in San Antonio.

At Bush’s request, Page prayed
at the close of the meeting for the
president, his wife and the cause of
freedom.

BAPTIST DIGEST

N.C. actions address nominations, homosexuals

Alaska Baptists pledge prayer support for troops. Alaska
Baptists celebrated their 61st annual meeting at First Bap-
tist Church of Fairbanks by emphasizing evangelism and
expressing support for members of the military deployed
to the Middle East. Messengers adopted a resolution offer-
ing “continued prayer and support to the troops and fami-
ly members.” They also approved a 2007 budget of $1.9 mil-
lion, a 3 percent increase over 2006. Gary Cox, pastor of
University Baptist Church in Fairbanks, was elected state
convention president.

Fran Porter, former missionary & ehaplam, dies. Fran Por-
ter, who battled a rare neurological disease, died Oct. 10.
She was 74. After working as a chaplain at St. John’s Hos-
pital in Fort Worth, Texas, she served at Calvary Baptist
Church in Waco until she was diagnosed with progres-
sive supranuclear palsy in 2004. Porter’s husband, Na-
than, was employed for 30 years by the former Southern
Baptist Home Mission Board. Marty King, a spokesman for
the SBC North American Mission Board, described the Por-
ters as faithful home missionaries for many years. In addi-
tion to her husband, Mrs. Porter is survived by two daugh-
ters and one son.

Southeastern breaks ground for Patterson Hall. Trustees of
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest,
N.C., broke ground during their Oct. 9-10 meeting for a $6.2
" million classroom and office building named in honor of
former seminary president Paige Patterson and his wife.
Southeastern President Danny Akin said Paige and Doro-
thy Patterson Hall is scheduled for completion in 2008..

American Baptists mull sale of headquarters. Officials of
the American Baptist Churches USA are considering sell-
ing their Valley Forge, Pa., headquarters building, which
currently houses Baptist offices in less than half of its
space. “We want to be good stewards of our resources and
to ‘right-size’ to fit our current space requirements,” said
Roy Medley, American Baptists’ general secretary. “We
should not be in the real estate business. We need to re-
main focused on our primary work of proclaiming the gos-
pel of Christ as radical disciples.” The denomination’s Gen-
eral Board Executive Committee unanimously voted in Sep-
tember to recommend the sale; the full board is expected
to act on the proposal next month.

Caswell, N.C. (ABP)—Directors of
the Baptist State Convention of
North Carolina endorsed changes to
the convention’s bylaws that would
give North Carolina Baptist institu-
tions a greater say in choosing their
trustees and directors.

The board also approved a mo-
tion that excludes churches from
the convention that “affirm, ap-
prove, endorse, promote, support or
bless” homosexuality. The board ap-
proved guidelines for determining if
a church is too approving of gays.

Both changes will be voted on by
messengers to the convention’s an-
nual meeting in November.

If approved, the new bylaws
would allow agencies and the con-
vention’s nominating committee to
approve nominees together. Agen-
cy heads would submit lists of trust-
ee nominations to the nominating

committee for review. If the commit-
tee rejects an agency’s suggestion for
a trustee slot, it must provide a writ-
ten statement explaining the rejec-
tion. If the committee rejects a sec-
ond suggestion, the entity would
carry forward one of the trustees
scheduled to rotate off at the con-
clusion of a four-year term. The next
year, the selection process for that
slot would start with the three years
remaining in the term.

Board members also approved
specific changes for the trustee elec-
tion process of North Carolina Bap-
tist colleges. The move would allow
school alumni who have moved out
of state or come from other faith
backgrounds to serve as trustees.

If approved by messengers,
schools may draw up to one-third
of their trustees from people living
outside of North Carolina. Trustees

Carson-Newman president gets ‘no

Jefferson City, Tenn. (ABP)—The fac-
ulty of Carson-Newman College re-
ported a vote of “no confidence” for
President James Netherton Oct. 5.

The vote, approved by a 129-71
margin, was evidence of growing dis-
satisfaction among faculty in Neth-
erton’s leadership. Two hundred of
the school’s 260 faculty members
voted in the hour-long meeting.

The resolution was e-mailed by
the chair of the faculty council to all
faculty members after the vote.

“Be it therefore resolved that we
the faculty do hereby declare that
we individually and as a whole have
no confidence in President Neth-
erton and respectfully request the
Board of Trustees to act for the
health, well-being and future of the

college,” the statement said.

Stephen Karr, faculty council
chair, added in the e-mail that “a
clarification was made immediate-
ly prior to the vote which pointed
out that we were voting on this reso-
lution—a vote of no confidence—not
voting to remove the president from
his position.”

While the faculty can express no
confidence in Netherton, they can-
not remove him from office. Trust-
ees, who have the power to fire Neth-
erton, will meet later this month.

Karr, a biology professor, also said
in the letter that it was his “sincere
wish, hope and prayer that the col-
lege community will come together
in a spirit of cooperation and Chris-
tian love, working towards resolving

from non-Baptist churches would be
allowed if they provide both a per-
sonal and a church statement af
firming the trustee’s conversion ex-
perience.

Under the agreement, schools
may elect up to half of their own
trustees but risk giving up a match-
ing percentage of funds. That provi-
sion, often called the “50-50 Rule,”
would not apply for trustees of other
North Carolina Baptist entities.

The convention’s budget commit-
tee would make decisions on the re-
duction of funding on a case-by-case
basis for a school that chose the 50-
50 option.

In the proposed provisions relat-
ed to dismissing a church that af
firms homosexuality, the new rules
also lay out a plan for churches to
appeal a decision by the convention
board to eject the congregation.

confidence’ vote

the challenges before us.”

Trustee Chairman C. T. Cozart
also issued a statement about the
vote, saying the board “respects the
opinion and perspective of the fac-
ulty and will be attentive to this ex-
pression in future deliberations.”

“All of us recognize and acknowl-
edge there are concerns that need to
be addressed, and we will do so in a
constructive fashion, working with
the trustees, administration, facul-
ty, staff, alumni and other friends of
the college,” he said.

Netherton, who was hired at Car-
son-Newman in 2000, succeeded
Cordell Maddox, who had been pres-
ident for 22 years. Netherton previ-
ously was provost of Samford Univer-
sity in Birmingham, Ala.
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Gonvention leaders endorse proposed staff realignment

By Trennis Henderson .
Editor

Louisville—Revising the Kentucky
Baptist Convention’s 2003 Mission
Board staff restructuring plan, mem-
bers of the Mission Board’s adminis-
trative committee approved five new
ministry positions last week.

KBC Executive Director Bill Mack-
ey, who introduced four of the five
position changes, emphasized that
the revision involves realigning cur-
rent positions rather than creating
additional staff positions.

The staff realignment was
prompted partially by the resigna-
tion of Dan Garland, former lead-
er of the KBC’s church development
and evangelism team, who became
pastor of Crestwood Baptist Church
in Oldham County in August.

Mackey proposed returning the
team to its pre-2003 structure of
two teams, the church development
team and the evangelism growth
team.

The combined team under Gar-
land’s leadership was designed “to
integrate the work of church devel-
opment and evangelism for the local
church,” Mackey explained. He said
that plan “proved to be an effective

- approach, utilizing the strengths of

the staff at that time.”

“Cross-team integration”

Mackey said the proposal to di-
vide the combined team is an effort
“to take advantage of the strengths
of current staff.” He added that
the change is appropriate because
“cross-team integration has been
enhanced” by last year’s move to a
new Baptist Building facility “and by
staff collaboration around the com-
mon objectives and goals of Ken-
tucky Baptists Connect.”

The church development team

Hard-hit New Orleans community looks to Baptlsts for help, hope

Gontinued from page 1

tion, Foster believes Kentucky Bap-
tists can help the residents of Or-
leans East and inspire others to do
the same.

The Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion recently announced plans to
join Operation NOAH (New Orleans
Area Homes) Rebuild, a partnership
between the Southern Baptist North
American Mission Board and other
faith-based organizations. The effort
is focused on coordinating volun-
teers and materials to help rehabil-
itate homes and churches damaged
or destroyed by Hurricane Katrina.

So far, state Baptist conventions
have been slow to join Operation
NOAH Rebuild. But with the KBC
“adopting” Orleans East, one of the
six areas of major construction iden-
tified by project organizers, Foster
hopes other large state conventions
will be challenged to join the effort.

Through Operation NOAH Re-
build, Kentucky Baptists hope to re-
habilitate or rebuild 200 of the thou-
sands of homes destroyed in the Or-
leans East area, and rebuild six Bap-
tist churches.

“Two hundred in the midst of
thousands doesn’t look like a lot,
but it gives hope,” Foster declared.
“It does encourage neighbors to re-
build. Our message is going to be for
neighbors to help each other.”

More than 50,000 people in the

Alan Witham

French Harmon

will include discipleship & assimila-
tion, adult Sunday school/ministry,
youth Sunday school/ministry, pre-
school & children’s Sunday school/
ministry and the KBC’s four region-
al church development strategists
whose positions were created during
the earlier restructuring plan.

The evangelism growth team will
include collegiate ministry, creative
ministries and an evangelism intern
as well as all KBC evangelism empha-
ses, training and conferences.

Positions approved by the admin-
istrative committee include evange-
lism growth team leader, church de-
velopment team leader, church de-
velopment strategists coordinator
and discipleship & assimilation di-
rector. Committee members also
approved the option of making the
discipleship/assimilation position a
field-based assignment to allow the
staff member more opportunity to
work directly with local churches.

The positions will be recom-
mended to the full Mission Board in
November.

In addition to the proposed posi-
tion changes, committee members
will recommend French Harmon
and Alan Witham to serve in two of
the new positions. Their promotions
will be considered by the Mission
Board in November.

Harmon, who currently is an as-

area were displaced when their
homes were destroyed by flood-
waters, according to Freddie Arnold,
church planter/association mission-
ary for the Baptist Association of
Greater New Orleans.

Avyear later only about 15 percent
of residents have returned to Or-
leans East, Arnold estimates, far be-
low the rate of return in many other
areas of New Orleans. Most of those
displaced want to come home, but
will need help, Arnold added. Few
businesses have reopened, and some
street signs and traffic lights still
have not been repaired.

“Kentucky Baptists will provide a
ray of light and hope for those com-
munities, that people are still car-
ing, are still willing to come and
help us,” Arnold said.

“The people have made it clear
that if we want to show our love for
them, we need to help them get back
in their homes and churches,” Fos-
ter agreed. “Their crying need is to
get them out of their FEMA trailers.
Some are driving 100 or more miles
to work on their homes. After a year,
they are just wearing down from
that kind of inconvenience and dis-
ruption.”

Volunteers with construction
skills are especially needed, Fos-
ter said. The most critical need is
for volunteers with the skills and
knowledge to assess the condition of

sociate team leader, will be recom-
mended as church development
team leader. Witham, currently
a church development strategist,
will be recommended as the strate-
gist coordinator. He will be respon-
sible for reviewing reports by oth-
er strategists, coordinating training
and serving as a liaison between the
strategists and other KBC staff.

Harmon “has excellent people
and communication skills and pro-
vides gracious leadership thatis spir-
itually based,” Mackey noted. “He
understands Kentucky Baptists Con-
nect and has been the lead person in
connecting with young leaders.”

Mackey said Witham “has exten-
sive experience as a pastor and KBC
staff leader in church planting.”

Witham “has proven to be an ef-
fective communicator with pastors
and directors of missions,” Mackey
added. “He has the ability to see the
big picture and to implement that
vision in a customized way for local
churches. He will continue to pro-
vide significant Kingdom leadership
among Kentucky Baptists in this ex-
panded role.”

Mackey told committee members
he hopes to recommend individuals
to fill the evangelism team leader
and discipleship/assimilation direc-
tor positions in December.

Hispanic associate proposal

In other action, committee mem-
bers approved a Hispanic associate
position that will be presented to
the full board in November.

The proposed job description
calls for the staff member to coordi-
nate “a comprehensive program of
assisting Kentucky Baptist churches
and associations in developing new
work with ethnic groups through-
out Kentucky.”

homes and determine whether they
can be rebuilt, and what it will take
to rebuild them.

Foster hopes to identify longer-
term volunteers to serve as on-site
coordinators. The on-site coordina-
tors would conduct the home assess-
ments as well as coordinate volun-
teer groups from Kentucky.

Electricians also are a critical
need, Foster said, as are volunteers
with drywall hanging and finish-
ing skills.

Disaster relief and recovery vol-
unteers from Christian organiza-
tions have made a profound im-
pact on those they have helped, Ar-
nold noted.

“We’ve seen thousands of profes-
sions of faith, so many that they are
not recorded,” he said. When home-
owners witness the outpouring of
love and care from volunteers, he
added, they almost always want to
know why volunteers would give
their time and money to assist.

That question—“Why are you do-
ing this for me?”—creates an oppor-
tunity for volunteers to share their
faith, Arnold noted.

A volunteer team from Lone Oak
First Baptist Church in Paducah al-
ready has signed on, Foster said, and
plans to work on one of the church-
es and its pastor’s home.

Foster hopes that other church-
es—especially those not already in-

Randy Jones, leader of the KBC
missions growth team, emphasized
that “the challenge to evangelize
and start new churches among our
rapidly growing Hispanic popula-
tion is indeed overwhelming.”

Citing the need for a Hispanic
associate to coordinate ministry ef-
forts throughout the state, jones
noted that the Southern Baptist
North American Mission Board had
declined repeated KBC requests over
the past three years “for assistance
with new funding to partner with
KBC in creating this new staff posi-
tion.”

Faced with the state’s growing
Hispanic population and urgent
ministry needs, “we can no longer
wait for outside assistance,” Jones
told committee members. “We
missed the first wave (of ministry
to Hispanics); we cannot miss this
next one.”

Committee members also heard
an update from Keith Inman about
collegiate ministry’s “Haystack
Awakening '06” emphasis.

Inman, director of the KBC'’s col-
legiate ministry department, noted
that college students were midway
through a 21-day period of prayer
and fasting for spiritual renewal.

Citing a four-pronged emphasis
on prayer, purity, ministry to the
poor and proclaiming the gospel,
Inman said, “Right now across our
state we have prayer groups that are
meeting every day. This is the most
cohesive strategy we have used in
our state in the seven years I have
been in this position.”

In other business, Harmon re-
ported on the KBC’s six Super Satur-
day training events for 2006. He not-
ed that this year’s total attendance
of 2,874 participants was an increase
of almost 500 over the previous year.

volved in disaster relief—will follow
Lone Oak’s lead.

Kentucky Baptists interested in
volunteering should call the Opera-
tion NOAH Rebuild office in New Or-
leans at (504) 3624604 or toll-free at
(877) 934-0808 at least six weeks be-
fore their proposed arrival date. Vol-
unteers should identify themselves
as Kentucky Baptists and request as-
signments in the Orleans East area.

The cost is $20 per person per
night, which covers the cost of hous-
ing at Operation NOAH’s Volunteer
Village. A nonrefundable deposit of
$25 per person is due at registration.

Volunteers are responsible for
bringing their own tools and provid-
ing their own transportation.

For more information about di-
saster relief and other ministries,
visit www.kybaptist.org/bmen.

HOME REPAIR Geraldine
Hill sits outside her home
in St. Bernard Parish. With
help from Southern Baptist
volunteers, she soon will
be able to move out of

a FEMA trailer and back
into her renovated house.
(Photo by John Foster)
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True Baptist structure

The Oct. 3 article “Clergy abuse
victims urging SBC to take action”
caught my attention. It said that this
issue must be addressed by the main
permanent governing body. That last
sentence is the one that
got me. Do we really have a
main governing body?

I came to believe ear-
ly in my career as a pastor
that the main governing
body of Baptists was the
local church.

As 1 understand our structure,
the Southern Baptist Convention
was organized to carry out mis-
sions. They were to take the mon-
ey we send them and use it for mis-
sions—that was all we expected from
them. The only people they could
discipline were the ones working un-
der them.

We are not structured like the
Catholic Church. No one at the so-
called top has any power to disci-
pline a local church for any reason.

I think anyone who knowingly
recommends a child molester to a
church for pastor or any other po-
sition should be charged with com-
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plicity to a crime. Child molesting is
against the law. Anyone who knows
it is going on and doesn’t do any-
thing about it is a law breaker as
well.

The SBChas every right, I think, to
govern those they hire to make sure
this doesn’t happen. God
forbid that they should be-
come the watchful eye of
every local church for any
reason.

Joseph H Scalf Jr.
Danville

Too high a price?

In the Oct. 10 issue of the West-
ern Recorder, the guest editorial by
David Winfrey was both interesting
and informative. His departure will
be felt in the state and more partic-
ularly in the offices of the Western
Recorder.

The first anecdotal memory he
chose to share involved young peo-
ple who don’t attend church servic-
es if the order of worship doesn’t
suit them. As the memory devel-
oped, the observation was made
that worship in church, when found
to be boring by young adults, needs

to be reshaped and formatted to at-
tract those who find it boring.

It is interesting that today’s at-
tempt to garner numerical evi-
dence of affirmation in worship is
couched in the idea that those who
do attend, have attended, regular-
ly support the church financially,
and have invested decades in the ef-
fort, should be ignored and virtual-
ly forgotten when the assumption is
made that change, most any change
that “brings them in,” is not a price
too high.

What does appeal to many young
adults is the effort that is made to
keep them from thinking they are
in church. We give away worship
essentials for guitars, drums, blue
jeans and microphones. The shal-
low verbiage of repetitive and mind-
numbing chorus mumbling is about
as high on the musical approach to
worship as the “praise leader” in-
tends to go.

The suggestion that missionar-
ies adapt to the varying world cul-
tures is not the point. What is hap-
pening here is the attempt to create
anew culture.

Edward Clark
Danville

SeEking revival among Southern Baptists

By Frank Page

Taylors, S.C. (BP)—In recent days,
God has given me the opportunity
to speak in various churches, enti-
ties and organizations around our
country. This has been
a wonderful experience
which has encouraged
me to see the true heartbeat of many
Southern Baptists.

I have spoken in several places
about the need for revival. I call this
one of the three “Rs” which are need-
ed desperately for the future of our
convention. Those three Rs are right-
ness, revival and relevancy.

I am praying that God will send a
Holy Ghost revival upon the church-
es and people of our convention.
It is our only hope! Without reviv-
al, we will not be able to see unity,
church transformation or increased
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baptisms.

Recently, I spoke at First Baptist
Church of Dallas as that congrega-
tion dedicated its new Criswell Cen-
ter. There are those around our con-
vention who would say
that this church has
seen its best days. It has
had a storied past under the lead-
ership of great men such as George
W. Truett and WA. Criswell, as well
as others in recent days. However, I
want to tell you that this church has
hope. They truly believe that they
can make a difference in the heart of
that great city.

Another recent speaking en-
gagement was at Community Mis-
sion Baptist Church in Taylors, S.C.
This predominantly African-Amer-
ican congregation is led by Pastor
Furman Gatewood. Here is a church

seeking revival. This small group
of wonderful believers is trying to
make a difference in their commu-
nity. Simply put, there is hope there.

2 Chronicles 7:14 outlines that
which needs to be accomplished in
order for revival to come. Obvious-
ly, revival is a gift from God. How-
ever, in that strategic verse He out-
lines what needs to happen from
our side of the equation. Remember
these words: “If My people who are
called by My name humble them-
selves, pray and seek My face, and
turn from their evil ways, then I will
hear from heaven, forgive their sin,
and heal their land.”

Let us pray, and beg God for re-
vival. Let us do that which God out-
lines so that He might bless us once
again.

Frank Page, president of the Southern Baptist
Convention, is pastor of First Baptist Church
in Taylors, S.C.

Premium Baptist Church on mission

My wife, Kay, and I recently had
the privilege of being with Premi-
um Baptist Church in Letcher Coun-
ty for revival services. Dock Frazier,
a native of the area who be-
came a Christian at age 44,
has been the pastor for sev-
eral years.

The founding pastor, Da-
vid Herb Banks, also was a
native of the local area and
a retired school principal.
He built a wonderful foun-
dation and Pastor Frazier
has continued to build on
that strong spiritual foun-
dation.

Premium Baptist Church has ex-
perienced steady growth since it was
constituted in the early 1980s. God
has blessed the church with 15 to
20 baptisms each year since becom-
ing a church.

Under Frazier’s leadership, the
church has grown to 275 members
and averages more than 150 in wor-
ship attendance.

The church facilities have dou-
bled in size recently to accommo-
date growth. A second worship ser-
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vice was started this fall with a
young man from Pikeville leading
the music and praise.

Two young men also recently
surrendered to the call of
God to ministry. One will
preach soon at Colson Bap-
tist Church.

Ninety children and
youth are involved in Awa-
na children’s ministry on
Wednesday nights and
many have come to faith
in Christ, along with sev-
eral families. Steven Boggs,
the principal of Letcher
Central High School, is the
leader for Awana.

The youth choir, with about 17
voices, sang for the first time the
Sunday morning that we attended.
The choir, under the leadership of
University of the Cumberlands stu-
dent Sarah Whitaker, was strong.
Sarah plans to serve in South Ameri-
ca next summer. I was amazed at the
number of talented young leaders
and members.

Several of the current leaders at
Premium—Steven Dollarhide, Tom-

my Dollarhide and Mitch Whitaker—
were reached as youth by First Bap-
tist Church of Whitesburg when I
was pastor there in the 1970s. It was
gratifying to see them and to see the
son of Alan Bremmer (another man
whose family was ministered to by
First Baptist, Whitesburg) profess
faith in Christ.

It also was my privilege to share
in witness visitation with Pastor Fra-
zier. He already knew the people
who live in most homes. Please pray
for two men in that area—Robert and
Rick—to be saved|/restored in their re-
lationship to Christ.

The revival provided a special
time to connect with friends; vis-
it with ministers in the area; and
spend time with Jim Castlen, direc-
tor of missions for Three Forks Bap-
tist Association.

Pastor Frazier has an incredible
vision for Premium Baptist Church.
Please pray for him and the church
as this congregation moves forward
in Kingdom ministries, evangelistic
growth; and missions involvement
and support.

Bill Mackey is executive director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention
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Do you know the
practical benefits
of having a will?

By Laurie Valentine

Do you have a will? As you
consider the benefits of making
a will, did you
know:

mThat be-
tween 60 and
70 percent of
all adults in the
United States
have never writ-
ten a last will and testament?
Making a will is a part of Chris-
tians’ estate stewardship re-
sponsibility.

sThat for those who have
not written a will, the state in
which they reside has a plan
of asset distribution written for
them? Here in Kentucky that
plan is called the “Kentucky
Intestate Succession Statute.”
There is a good possibility that
Kentucky’s “will” sets up a plan
of distribution that doesn’t
meet your family’s needs or
your wishes regarding how your
assets will pass at your death.

mThat the court will decide
who will rear any minor chil-
dren if both parents are de-
ceased and they have not made
awill or included a nomination
of guardian provision in their
will for their children? This is
a far more important issue than
where your assets will go.

mThat Kentucky’s plan for
asset distribution does not in-
clude your church or any other
Christian ministry? You also for-
feit the option of creating provi-
sions that will benefit both your
family and the Lord’s work.

mThat without a proper-
ly drawn will, the death taxes
and cost of administering your
estate could be higher, thereby
reducing what will be available
for your family?

mThat by having a properly
drawn will, you get to choose
who serves as executor, guard-
ian for your children and trust-
ee? You also get to decide who
gets what and when they get it.

mThat by having a proper-
ly drawn will you are helping
to ease family friction at your
death? This is especially impor-
tant at a time when your loved
ones are grieving your loss.

mThat the Kentucky Baptist
Foundation is the trust agency
of the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion and can help you design an
estate plan that includes family
and Christian ministries?

If you did not know, but
would like to know about the
benefits of making a will and/
or other estate and incapacity
planning documents, call the
Kentucky Baptist foundation
toll-free in Kentucky at (866)
489-3533. There is no cost for
the foundation’s estate plan-
ning consultation service.
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Laurie Valentine is trust counsel for the
Kentucky Baptist Foundation
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Recipe for remarriage includes
considering children’s feelings

Q: My wife died three years ago and | am beginning to
think about marriage again. | have been dating a woman
in our church for six months, but am concerned abhout
how my teenagers will respond if | begin to talk about a
wedding. Am | being selfish by considering remarriage?
Three years sounds like a reasonable amount of time
to allow for grieving the loss of a wife and mother. While

considering remarriage is not self-
PARENTING

ish, you must realize that your chil-
dren might not be at the same place

in their grief as you are. Talk with them

about your feelings and, more important-

ly, let them know that you want to listen to

their thoughts, feelings and concerns.

If you do choose to marry, understand
that creating a stepfamily will be a process.
Experts suggest that it typically takes three
to five years to blend a family, longer with
teenagers since you are asking them to bond with new fam-
ily members at the same time they are trying to establish
some independence.

Remember that you must not attempt to “microwave”
the new family; neither will you be successful in “pressure
cooking” them. Successful stepfamilies typically are pro-
duced at low heat in the “crock pot,” giving all members
time to work through their losses, establish a new sense
of identity and adjust to change. Your challenge will be to
make sure you give plenty of time to the new marriage, as
well as building strong one-on-one relationships with your
stepchildren while also paying a lot of attention to your
own biological children —Scott Wigginton

Q: My wife wants me to attend a marriage workshop. |
don’t see the point. We get along fine. We don’t have
any problems. Why can’t she just be content?

Perhaps there is another way to look at this. Consider
the relationship you have with your employer. Job perfor-

mance is evaluated regularly in sev-
MARRIAGE

eral categories. Here’s a marriage
performance checklist to guide you
through your quarterly evaluation:

Rank each category as unacceptable performance, needs
improvement, shows progress, meets satisfactory stan-
dards, performs at high level and looks for ways to improve
quality, or excels consistently.

Communication. How you talk to each other; what you
talk about.

Sex. Level of knowledge about spouse’s preferences and
needs; willingness and ability to respond to spouse.

Friendship. Degree of interest and likeability; depth and
quality of friendship.

Goals. Support and affirmation of spouse’s goals; goals
held in common by both partners.

Development. Degree of self-development and impact on
marriage; extent of couple development in quality of mar-
riage; support and encouragement of faith development in
self and couple.

Conflict resolution and management. Level of skill devel-
opment in resolving and managing conflict; ability to cre-
ate opportunities and growth out of conflict.

Couple mission. Identification and fulfillment of mis-
sion given to couple by God.

Before closing the door on a marriage workshop, consid-
er your marriage performance evaluation. Is there room for
growth, improvement? Would the two of you earn a promo-
tion, an increase in pay grade, or would you be candidates
for retraining? The marriage relationship is one of the most
important relationships and needs to be regularly assessed.
Just as job performance will not improve without work, at-
tention and accountability, neither will a marriage. Per-
haps a marriage workshop could serve as an evaluation tool
to help you and your spouse move to the next pay grade—
Valerie Vincent

Family Forum writers are:

David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist
Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org.

James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church
in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex.org.

Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in
Louisville. E-mail: dr.vincent@insightbb.com.

Scott Wigginton, associate professor of pastoral ministries and
counseling at Campbellsville University. E-mail: sewigginton
@campbellsville.edu.

Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box

43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net.
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God calls His followers to lives of integrity

In the past two months, a rash of troubling articles
about Baptist ministers has made headlines across the
Southern Baptist Convention. Among developments
reported in the Western Recorder:

® A high-profile pastor in Texas resigned in ]

August amid allegations of an improper real 1!

estate deal. He reportedly bought a prime !
lot for $25,000 in an upscale neighborhood
where property routinely sells for $200,000
or more. The purchase came after another
congregation received the land as a dona-
tion, but was told the property was worth
only $25,000.

B The pastor of a Florida megachurch re-
signed three months after accepting the pas-
torate when it was revealed he reportedly lied
on his resume about his academic degrees. He also left
a Georgia church eight years earlier with unauthor-
ized debts from credit cards and checks totaling more
than $160,000.

® Here in Kentucky, a prominent pastor resigned af
ter reportedly accumulating more than $160,000 in
fees and losses to the church through stock day trad-
ing. A county sheriff’s official said his office has been
asked by some members of the congregation to investi-
gate “possible wrongdoings within the church staff.”

BThe former chairman of the Southern Baptist
North American Mission Board’s presidential search
team resigned in August as pastor of his Kansas church,
citing a desire to travel and speak about current social
issues from a Christian worldview. A subsequent state-
ment from the church’s deacons cited financial issues
as one of the reasons for his abrupt departure, includ-
ing reallocating a portion of Cooperative Program gifts
for a radio program not affiliated with the church.

BTwo former executives of the defunct Baptist
Foundation of Arizona were sentenced last month to
six to eight years in prison and ordered to pay $159
million in restitution to the victims of a fraudulent
scheme that cost about 11,000 investors more than

Trennis Henderson

$550 million.
That definitely is an agonizing list. Why recount
such painful news? As a reminder to all Christians,
especially ministers, of God’s call to live our
lives above reproach.
Among the many Scripture passages that
e hold believers to a high moral standard, con-
sider the following examples:
mPsalm 26:1-2. “Vindicate me, O Lord, for I
have walked in my integrity; and I have trust-
ed in the Lord without wavering. Examine
me, O Lord, and try me; test my mind and
. my heart.”
. mMicah 6:8. “He has told you, O man, what
is good; and what does the Lord require of
you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with your God?”

® Philippians 2:34. “Do nothing from selfishness or
empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of
you regard one another as more important than him-
self. Do not merely look out for your own personal in-
terests, but also for the interests of others.”

A page one article in this week’s issue details a Life-
Way Christian Resources study about reasons South-
ern Baptist church staff members are dismissed. For
the first time in the study’s 10-year history, ethical mis-
conduct (including mismanaged monies, dishonesty,
etc.) cracked the study’s top 20 issues at No. 11.

The tragic reality is that unethical behavior is talk
ing an increasing toll on ministers called by God to
proclaim and practice His unwavering truth. For those
who claim they never would succumb to such temp-
tation, remember the words of Proverbs 16:18, “Pride
goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.”

It’s doubtful that any of the ministers cited above
ever intended for their actions to derail their ministry.
For others who still are serving in ministry leadership
roles, God’s Word clearly calls us to lives of integrity,
justice, kindness and humility. We dare not do less for
the sake of the gospel.

Forgiveness the Amish way

By Donald Kraybill

Elizabethtown, Pa. (RNS)—The
blood was hardly dry on the bare-
board floor of the West Nickel Mines
School when Amish par-
ents sent words of for-
giveness to the fami-
ly of the man who had killed their
children.

Forgiveness? So quickly and for
such a heinous crime? Why and how
could the Amish do such a thing so
quickly?

The Amish are better equipped to
process grief than many other Amer-
icans. Their faith sees even tragic
events under the canopy of divine
providence—having a higher pur-
pose or meaning hidden from hu-
man sight at first glance. Such re-
ligious resolve enables them to
move forward without the paraly-
sis of analysis, letting that rest in the
hands of God.

Additionally, their historic habits
of mutual aid, such as barn raisings,
arise from their understanding that
Christian teaching compels them to
care for each other. This is why they
reject commercial insurance and
government-funded Social Security.

In moments of disaster, the re-
sources of this socio-spiritual capi-
tal spring into action. Meals are tak
en to grieving families. Neighbors
milk cows and care for other dai-
ly chores. Hundreds of friends and
neighbors visit the home of the be-
reaved to share quiet words and the
gift of presence.

COMMENTARY

Make no mistake: The pain of
death is sharp, searing the hearts
of Amish mothers and fathers like it
would any other parents.

But why forgive-
ness? Surely some an-
ger—at least some
grudge—is justifiable in the face of
such a slaughter.

A frequent phrase in Amish life is
“forgive and forget.” That’s the rec-
ipe for responding to Amish mem-
bers who transgress Amish rules, if
they confess their failures. Amish
forgiveness also reaches to outsiders,
even to killers of their children.

Amish roots stretch back to the
Anabaptist movement at the time of
the Protestant Reformation in 16th-
century Europe. Hundreds of Ana-
baptists were tortured and burned
at the stake because they contend-
ed that individuals should have the
freedom to make decisions about re-
ligious faith. This insistence that the
church, not the state, had the au-
thority to decide matters like the
age of baptism laid the foundation
for our modern notion of religious
liberty and the separation of church
and state.

Anabaptist martyrs emphasized
yielding one’s life completely to God,
even to death in the face of torture.
Songs by imprisoned Anabaptists, re-
corded in the “Ausbund,” the Amish
hymnbook, are regularly used in
Amish church services today.

The martyr testimony springs
from the example of Jesus, the cor-

nerstone of Amish faith. Like oth-
er Anabaptists, the Amish take the
life and teachings of Jesus seriously.
Without formal creeds, their simple
(but not simplistic) faith accents liv-
ing in the way of Jesus, rather than
comprehending the complexities of
religious doctrine.

Their model is the suffering Je-
sus, who carried His cross with-
out complaint, and who, hanging
on the cross, extended forgiveness
to His tormentors. Beyond His ex-
ample, the Amish try to practice Je-
sus’ admonitions to turn the other
cheek, love one’s enemies, forgive 70
times seven, and leave vengeance to
the Lord. Retaliation and revenge are
not part of their vocabulary.

As pragmatic as they are about
other things, the Amish do not ask if
forgiveness works; they simply seek
to practice it as the Jesus way of re-
sponding to adversaries, even ene-
mies.

Forgiveness is woven into the fab-
ric of Amish faith. And that is why
words of forgiveness were sent to the
killer’s family before the blood had
dried on the schoolhouse floor. It
was just the natural thing to do, the
Amish way of doing things.

Such courage to forgive has jolted
the watching world as much as the
killing itself. The transforming pow-
er of forgiveness may be one redeem-
ing thing that flows from the blood
that was shed in Nickel Mines.
Donald Kraybill, distinguished professor at
Elizabethtown College in Lancaster County,
Pa., has written numerous books on Amish
life, including “The Riddle of Amish Culture.”
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“The greatest need
we have today is
lo have our sins
forgiven.”

Will Graham, grandson

of evangelist Billy
Graham

Graham grandson’s first crusade buoyed by Shea, Barrows

By Bob Carey

Baptist Press

Gastonia, N.C. (BP)—Nearly 60
years after his grandfather held his
first citywide crusade in Charlotte,
N.C., William Franklin Graham IV
held his first U.S. crusade just a few
miles to the west in Gastonia, N.C.

Will Graham, 31, opened his
three-day Greater Gaston Celebra-
tion Oct. 9, with a crowd of more
than 4,500 on hand at Sims Legion
Park. He was introduced by his fa-
ther, a beaming Franklin Graham,
who has taken over the reigns of
the Billy Graham Evangelistic As-
sociation.

People began flowing into the
small baseball field nearly two
hours early. The grandstand quickly
filled and an overflow crowd ringed
the baseball diamond when former
“American Idol” contestant George
Huff began leading in worship.

With the characteristic Graham
look and voice, the third-generation
evangelist quickly called the crowd
to examine whether they had sin in
their lives.

“Have you disobeyed your par-
ents? Have you stolen anything?”
Graham asked. “Have you mur-
dered somebody? Have you told a
lie? Black lie or white lie, it still
breaks God’s law.”

Tackling various social and mor-
al issues head-on, Graham declared,
“Society says that abortion is a

HARMONY George Beverly Shea (leff) holds the microphone as Billy Graham’s
grandson, Will, and Cliff Barrows join in a rendition of “This Little Light of Mine” during
Graham'’s inaugural evangelistic campaign in North Carolina. (BP photo by Bob Carey)

choice, but that’s redefining what
itis; it is murder.”

Targeting his own generation,
Graham said two of the greatest
problems today are society’s accep-
tance of sin and coveting others’
possessions. “The greatest need we
have today is to have our sins for-
given, not buy a new house or flat
screen television,” he said. “Before
we can have a new start, we must
first have a new life. The cross of
Christ provides that.”

As the warm North Carolina eve-
ning air began to cool, Graham told

the crowd, “Man deserves death.
The Bible says the wages of sin are
death. But He bore our sins on the
CTOSS.

“The good news is that Jesus
Christ took the guilt and shame
away. Peace can only come through
the cross.”

Two nights later, thunder, light-
ning and pouring rains held off as
Graham concluded his inaugural
crusade.

Longtime Billy Graham associ-
ates George Beverly Shea and Cliff
Barrows had Will take Billy’s part in

their rendition of “This Little Light
of Mine,” a featured part of Gra-
ham’s meetings through the years.
Both Shea and Barrows were part
of Billy Graham’s first citywide cru-
sade in nearby Charlotte.

As Will Graham made his way
to the podium, dark clouds loomed
in the west, threatening to spoil
the evening. Despite the weather,
an impassioned Graham told the
crowd of 4,000 they must decide
how they will respond to Jesus.

Graham reminded the crowd
that truth is absolute, quoting Je-
sus’ words in John 14:6, “I am the
way and the truth and the life. No
one comes to the Father except
through Me.”

Referencing Barabbas, described
in the Bible as a murderer and thief
who had been sentenced to death,
Graham told the crowd, “You and
I are like Barabbas, sentenced to
death. But Jesus took our place on
the cross.

“Tonight the buck stops with
you. Barabbas took his pardon; will
you take yours tonight?”

As people responded to Gra-
ham’s invitation to make a decision
for Christ, small flashes of lightning
began cutting into the night sky.
Some 45 minutes later, the rain be-
gan, after the decisions had been re-
corded and volunteers had cleaned
up the scattered remains from the
three-day crusade.

Relational issues primary reason for Baptist ministers’ dismissal

Continued from page 1

reports to the association and state.
They should talk to area pastors
about the perception of the church.
They should ask if there have been
previous terminations, the tenure
of the previous three or four pastors
and why they left.

“Pastors should do their due dil-
igence and as with the pulpit com-
mittee, both should be looking for
the right match,” Sheffield added.

Kentucky Baptist
Convention

Attention PASTORS:

Messenger Cards for voting
privileges at the KBC are available
from the KBC Executive Office.
AVOID LONG LINES AT THE
CONVENTION - request your
Messenger Cards NOW!

Please make your request to:

KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION

Executive Office
PO Box 43433, Louisville, KY 40253-0433
Attn. Wanda Karolyi
Call 502-489-3374 or 866-489-3374 or
e-mail: wanda. karolyi@kybaptist.org

DEADLINE:- Nov. 3, 2006

“Bottom line, however, is that if God
is calling a pastor to a particular-
ly difficult situation and he knows
that going in, he should go into it
with his eyes open understanding
it might be difficult. Obedience to
God should always be the overrid-
ing factor.”

Pulpit committees ought to rep-
resent the full church, Sheffield not-
ed, but that’s not always the case.

“They often represent the more

=

XBC

KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION

progressive segment of the church
and what it wants to see happen,
and not necessarily what the whole
church wants to see happen,” Shef-
field said. “Some people will say a
pastor search committee was dis-
honest. That is sometimes the case,
but I believe more often the people
on the committee are communicat-
ing what they’d like to see happen
and not necessarily what is happen-
ing in a church.”

| Uanagement

_ctober 26 2006
ntucky Baptlst Building
13420 Eastpoint Centre Drive
uisville, Kentucky 40223

;« Fmd:rechons to lhe Baptist Building, go to: www.Kybaptist.org/directions.

lelted space available!
Register online at www.kybaptist.org/churchmanagement

For more information, call the

Church Development & Evangelism Team Office at

502.489.3571 or 866.489.3571 (1ol free in KY)

. hpe‘ratmns, administration,
finances and communication
will help equip church staff
and leaders in their specific

attendance is encouraged.

Sheffield said search commit-
tees should check a pastor’s refer-
ences beyond what is given and even
ask other pastors in the community
where the pastor is serving for ref
erences. Sheffield also recommend-
ed two resources available through
the pastoral ministries department
to guide search committees: infor-
mation at www.lifeway.com/pastors
and the “Pastor Search Committee
Handbook.”
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Members of burned churches focus on rebuilding, forgiveness

By Hannah Elliott
Associated Baptist Press

Birmingham, Ala. (ABP)—Rough-
ly eight months after arsonists de-
stroyed several rural Baptist church
buildings in Alabama, pastors and
members from the affected con-
gregations joined to celebrate the
churches’ restoration Oct. 1 with
government officials and leaders
from the college where two of the
three arsonists were students.

Alabama Gov. Bob Riley, a Repub-
lican, and Rep. Artur Davis (D-Ala.),
both of whom are Baptists, attend-
ed the event, along with Birming-
ham-Southern College President Da-
vid Pollick and Lemarse Washington
of the National Conference for Com-
munity and Justice. NCC]—formerly
known as the National Conference
of Christians and Jews—is dedicated
to fighting bias, bigotry and racism
in America.

The February fires damaged or de-
stroyed nine Baptist churches, all lo-

cated near each other in and around
Alabama’s Bibb County. The fires
made national headlines, calling
to mind a string of suspicious fires
at rural African-American churches
across the South in the 1990s. How-
ever, many of the congregations in
the February blazes had majority
Anglo congregations.

College aids rebuilding effort

The driving force behind the din-
ner was the Alabama Churches Re-
building and Restoration Fund, es-
tablished March 8 by Birmingham-
Southern to distribute more than
$368,000 to the churches affected
by the fires.

A spokesperson for the Methodist
school said the fund was created the
same day Birmingham-Southern of-
ficials learned two of their students
were charged with arson and con-
spiracy in connection to the fires.
Pollick’s first response to the news,
she said, was that the school should

Campbellsville

UNIVERSITY

presents

Kate Campbell

m concer t

Kate Campbell presents a wonderful blend of Southern musical
styles, and her music includes the issues of civil rights, social
justice, and the Christian experience. You may learn more about
Kate Campbell's music on her website at

www.katecampbell.com

Resesve

by calling

270.789.5767

www. campbellsvi"é.edu

help rebuild the churches.

Bob Little, pastor of Galilee Bap-
tist Church in Panola, Ala., said he
harbors no ill will toward the young
men. Little grew up in the congrega-
tion whose building had stood more
than 60 years before the fire. Located
less than two hours southwest of Bir-
mingham, Panola has a population
of about 100 people.

Little’s church broke ground on a
new building Sept. 30. Church mem-
bers decided to build on a new plot
of land in the middle of town and
hope to be a pillar of the community
there, he said.

“We don’t have any bitterness,”
Little noted. “All things work togeth-
er for good for those who love the
Lord. He’s going to work all things to-
gether for a purpose. Sometimes the
acts of the world seem to be bad and
bruising, but in this church, God can
make them work together for good.”

More than 100 ATF person-
nel sorting through 800-plus leads
worked on the case after the initial
fires, which burned the morning of
Feb. 3.

Fires completely destroyed Ash-
by Baptist Church in Brierfield, Re-
hobeth Baptist Church in Randolph,
and Pleasant Sabine Baptist Church
near Centreville. Old Union Baptist
in Randolph and Antioch Baptist in
Centreville had some damage. All of
the churches except Pleasant Sabine
are affiliated with the Southern Bap-
tist Convention, the Alabama Baptist
State Convention and Bibb County
Baptist Association.

Another string of fires Feb. 7 de-
stroyed Little’s church and Morning
Star Missionary Baptist Church, near
Boligee. Dancy Baptist Church near
Aliceville and Spring Valley Baptist
Church near Emelle suffered dam-
age as well.

Jim Parker, pastor of Ashby Bap-
tist, said in a National Public Radio
interview that despite the destruc-
tion, his church plans to rebuild.
The congregation has been using

two trailers donated by Southern
Baptists as a sanctuary and for class-
room space.

Even with the trailer-sanctuary,
Parker said he has reason to believe
Ashby Baptist has good years ahead.
“The church is still intact, because
the people are the church,” he said.

“I can’t speak for other churches,
but I can interpret what the fire has
done for us,” Parker added. “What
this has done is answered all those
questions (about whether to expand)
for us. The Lord has made a way for
us to do some things that we oth-
erwise would have not been able to
do.”

Church plans to share gifts

Ashby Baptist had building insur-
ance, and all gifts to Ashby that ex-
ceed what the church needs will be
funneled to other burned churches,
he said. The other churches are in
various stages of planning, rebuild-
ing and possibly relocating.

The rebuilding fund includes
$55,000 from a collaborative ef
fort among the NCCJ, Birmingham-
based AmSouth Bank, and WBRC TV,
the Birmingham FOX affiliate. It also
received $33,000 from the Commu-
nity Foundation of West Alabama,
a group that works with donors to
create charitable funds and match
them to causes.

An anonymous couple from
Jackson Hole, Wyo., contributed
$150,000 to the rebuilding process.
The fund also received donations
from individuals, corporations and
foundations across the country.

Little said events like the din-
ner and support from Birmingham-
Southern have helped tremendous-
ly. In hindsight, he added, the fires
have moved his church to “anoth-
er level.”

“Everything is going well—the
congregation is healing,” he said.
“Overall, the church has seen God
doing some awesome, miraculous
things.”

Serving Bus & Van Ministries Since 1972

- - -
Serving You, Mile After Mile
The Bus Center provides not only quality equipment at
a fair price, but also the highest quality service possible.
Our buses and vans feature safer body construction,
higher passenger capacity, and greater seating comfort.

Visit www.thebuscenter.com to view our huge selection of
new and used buses. Find exactly what you are looking for
within our large inventory and receive a price quote online.

We look forward to helping you find the vehicle for your needs!

@ Mid-South BusCenter

3590 Manson Pike * Murfreesboro, TN 37129
Local: 615.890.6368 * Toll Free: 800.322.4024

www.thebuscenter.com

Burned Alabama
church rebuilds,
gets new steeple

Birmingham, Ala.
(RNS)—Burned by
arsonists and rebuilt
with help from
volunteers, Pleasant
Sabine Baptist Church
in Bibb County got its
new steeple Oct. 3.

A work crew
hoisted the steeple
atop the new church
building and delivered
a baptistery, moving
the church closer
to completion of its
rebuilding project.

Of the three Bibb
County churches
burned to the ground
Feb. 3, Pleasant Sabine
has been the first to
rebuild. Two others,
Rehobeth Baptist and
Ashby Baptist, are
still planning their
structures.

With volunteer help
from members of other
churches, students and
faculty at Birmingham-
Southern College and
others, Pleasant Sabine
Baptist has made good
time on its effort to
bounce back from
arson.

“It’s a blessing from
the Lord,” said church
member Spurgeion
Boddie, who grew up
attending the church
and was there to watch
the steeple raised onto
the new building. “We
got quite a bit of help.”

The church had
$100,000 worth of
insurance and the cost
to rebuild will be about
$375,000. Contributions
have come from across
the country.

- Much of the
rebuilding has been
paid for with donations,
including $53,000 from
a fund administered by
Birmingham-Southern
College, where the
three young men
charged as arsonists
met as students.

The three former
college students,

Ben Moseley, Russell
DeBusk and Matthew
Cloyd, arrested March
8, are still being held
on charges related to
the burning of nine
churches.
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Boston congregation sets
‘earth-friendly’ example

Boston (ABP)—Members of Beacon Hill Baptist Church in
Boston are striving to be green—when it comes to the envi-
ronment, that is. And they’re doing it with simple gestures
like bringing their own coffee mugs to church, instead of
using disposable cups.

David Draper, pastor of the 20-member congregation,
wants his church to be a model of good stewardship for
larger congregations. His church demonstrates that even
simple things count when it comes to protecting the en-
vironment. And Baptists who enjoy and utilize nature
should think about preserving it, he said.

“There are a large number of Baptists out there who
love nature,” Draper said. “We just need to do the best we
can to preserve those God-given places of stewardship, joy
and refreshment.”

Draper said earth-friendly efforts are popular in Bos-
ton, where every family has bins for recycling plastic and
paper. The next step is to expand that attitude to other
churches and Baptist institutions.

“We can all do something,” he said. “I think we’re at
a point now when we should see this is something that
needs to be addressed. It’s a good witness to the neighbor-
hoods. It’s a good witness to the world.”

Draper suggested that larger congregations estab-
lish environmental committees to determine how the
church can become more earth-friendly and offer mem-
bers updates on ecological news. On a broader scale, Drap-
er said, large organizations should offer recycling bins for
soft drink cans and food cartons at conventions and other
large gatherings:

At Beacon Hill, meanwhile, members began church-
wide recycling efforts about five years ago. They use recy-
cled products and have reduced waste from food and con-
tainers. The congregation, founded in 1985, even held an
outdoor service last summer to conserve energy in their
building.

One of the most novel ideas at Beacon Hill involves its
recycling program. The church doesn’t receive cash bene-
fits from recycling. Instead, members leave items with re-
deemable deposits outside for homeless people to collect.

Looking to the future, Draper said he hopes to expand
on that creative thinking. Members of Beacon Hill are con-
sidering bringing their own plates and utensils for potluck
meals. It’s not much less convenient than using disposable
items, and Christians must choose to be ecologically re-
sponsible just as they choose to do good, he added.

“Each individual and each church will have to count
the cost of helping our world,” Draper said. “But after you
start recycling, you fall into the good habits.”

of adolescent substance abuse?

series in Youth Ministry.

' 0 you want o better umierstand rstand the
adolescent world? Would you like to

develop a balanced ministry with youth? Do
you desire to more fully understand the issues

If so, register for the online course

Each of the three 4-week courses is highly
interactive and provides opportunities for
online discussion with the facilitator and

other study participants. Facilitators have
extensive experience working with youth.

» Courses begin Jan. 15, Feb. 26, & Apr. 9

Registration: $150 per course (Scholarships are available to cover
50% of registration fee).

Visit www.btsr.edu/sem, or call 1-888-339-2877

Motorcycle rally offers mmlstry, camaraderie

By Russ Rankin
SBC LifeWay Christian Resources

Ridgecrest, N.C. (BP)—The hills
were alive with the sound of throaty
engines as approximately 200 motor-
cycle enthusiasts converged on Life-
Way Ridgecrest Conference Center
in the Blue Ridge Mountains for the
inaugural “Ride to Ridgecrest” mo-
torcycle rally.

Bikers from as far away as Beau-
mont, Texas, and Columbus, Ohio,
traveled to North Carolina for a
weekend of seminars, worship and
biking on some of the most scenic
roads in the Southeast.

“Our mission for this gathering is
to ultimately help build community
among Christian bikers and present
a place where unbelievers will hear
the gospel and find a place of belong-
ing,” said Ron Pratt, national event
planner for LifeWay Conference Cen-
ters. “We also want to help existing
motorcycle ministries develop out-
reach opportunities through fre-
quent, safe and well-organized mo-
torcycle events.”

Evening worship sessions were
led by evangelist and Christian coun-
selor Dale Brooks from Charlotte,
N.C., and international speaker and
author Richard Headrick, president
and CEO of The Headrick Compa-
nies, Inc., based in Laurel, Miss.

Evening worship at Ridgecrest’s
newly opened ARC (Auditorium and
Recreation Center) was led by Direct
Message, a Southern gospel rock and
praise band, and Second Chance, a
Christian band often featured at mo-
torcycle rallies across the nation.

Brooks, who rides with the Car-
olina chapter of the FAILTH. Riders
Christian motorcycle group, shared
his testimony about how God saved
him from a life of drugs and crime.

“Satan speaks lies to us to keep
us from Christ,” Brooks said. “I lived
the lies that God isn’t fair, that I
would have to make it through life
on my own, and that I couldn’t trust

anyone.

PRAYER CIRCLE “Ride to Ridgecrest”
participants pause for prayer after a day
trip through the Blue Ridge Mountains.
(BP photo by Russ Rankin)

“Little did I know that the sover-
eign God of the universe was with
me all the time. I was just a mean
person. And people (without God)
like to be with the tough kid. I went
from alcohol to drugs, and got worse
and worse,” he said, recounting how
he got involved with a motorcycle
gang.

“I'm not talking about guys that
drive down to the Dairy Queen and

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children
cares for more than 300 victims
of abuse and neglect each day.

We are reimbursed for some of the over $19 million
cost by the state, but there is a $7 million gap
that must be filled.

The youth in our care rely on you
to give generously to the
Thanksgiving Offering.

Call us at 800-456-1386 or visit our website,
www.kbhc.org, for more information.

get ice cream,” he quipped. “These
were bad men.” After years of try-
ing to remove himself from that life-
style, “I found out that people can’t
straighten up without the sovereign
Son of God changing us.”

Acceptance is why motorcycle rid-
ers mired in negative lifestyles have
trouble finding freedom, Brooks
said. “The gangs accept them, and
churches say, ‘We don’t want peo-
ple like you.””

Danny Moats, chaplain of the
Florida FALTH. Riders based at First
Baptist Church at the Mall in Lake-
land, Fla, led a seminar on effec-
tive ways to share the gospel with
bikers.

“Don’t get caught in a trap of
thinking what you do is impor-
tant,” he said. “It’s because of Whose
you are and that you've asked Jesus
Christ (to be) your Savior that mat-
ters. The most powerful witnessing
tool is your own testimony.”

Buddy Newsome, a former mo-
torcycle police officer who start-
ed the first FALTH. Riders chap-
ter at First Baptist Church in Lake-
land, led a workshop on how to be-
gin a church motorcycle ministry. “It
must be a motorcycle ministry about
Jesus Christ, not a motorcycle minis-
try about motorcycles,” he said.

The next Ride to Ridgecrest mo-
torcycle rally is scheduled for the
2007 Memorial Day weekend. For
more information, contact Ron Pratt
at ron.pratt@lifeway.com.

< KBHC
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Congress gives military chaplains partial victory

By Tom Strode
Baptist Press

Washington (BP)—Supporters of in-
creased religious freedom for mili-
tary chaplains gained a partial victo-
ry before Congress went into recess
for the November election.

The U.S. Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives agreed on their last
night in session on legislation di-
recting the Air Force and Navy to re-
scind regulations issued early this
year and follow previous guidelines
considered less restrictive, particu-
larly for evangelical Christian chap-
lains. The provision was part of a
conference committee report on the
National Defense Authorization Act
that was approved in a 398-23 vote by
the House. The Senate followed with

agreement by unanimous consent.

The action settled an impasse be-
tween House and Senate members on
differences between their two bills
concerning the annual authoriza-
tion for the Department of Defense.

The House’s version of the bill
included language some congress-
men considered necessary to protect
evangelical chaplains who choose to
follow the New Testament pattern of
praying in Jesus’ name. It said every
chaplain “shall have the prerogative
to pray according to the dictates of
(his) own conscience.”

The Senate version of the Defense
authorization did not include that
language. The conference commit-
tee ultimately agreed on calling for
two of the military branches, the Air

Force and Navy, to drop guidelines
published in February and to return
to ones issued in 1999 and 2000, re-
spectively.

Rep. Walter Jones, R-N.C, a key
backer of the House language, said
in a written statement, “The repeal
of the restrictive Air Force and Navy
guidelines is a mark of progress in
the effort to restore the First Amend-
ment right of military chaplains—of
all faiths—to pray as they see fit.”

Richard Land, president of the
Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious
Liberty Commission, noted that
“while the congressional action to
restore the constitutional rights of
chaplains was not as complete as we
would have wished, it certainly was
a step in the right direction.”

California appeals court rules against gay marriage

San Francisco (BP)—A California
appeals court panel upheld Cali-
fornia’s marriage laws Oct. 5, rul-
ing against gay marriage supporters
and declaring that the definition of
marriage is an issue for the state
legislature or the citizens—and not
the courts—to decide.

The 2-1 decision overturned a
March 2005 ruling by a trial court
judge, who said gay marriage
should be legalized and that a
2000 voter-approved initiative that
banned it violated the California
constitution. Homosexual activists
say they will appeal the decision to
the California Supreme Court.

“Courts simply do not have the
authority to create new rights, es-
pecially when doing so involves
changing the definition of so funda-
mental an institution as marriage,”
Justice William McGuiness wrote
for the majority. “The time may
come when California chooses to
expand the definition of marriage
to encompass same-sex unions.
That change must come from dem-
ocratic processes, however, not by
judicial fiat.”

California voters passed a law
in 2000, Proposition 22, that pro-
tected the traditional definition of
marriage and specifically banned

gay marriage. It was adopted with
61 percent of the vote. But in 2004
the city of San Francisco and a host
of liberal legal groups—including
the American Civil Liberties Union
and the National Center for Lesbi-
an Rights—filed suit seeking to over-
turn Proposition 22 and the state’s
other marriage laws and have gay
marriage legalized.

In other rulings this year, the
supreme courts of New York and
Washington state refused to legal-
ize gay marriage, while the highest
courts in Georgia and Tennessee af-
firmed the constitutionality of their
state’s marriage amendments.

| | NATIONAL NOTES

School agrees not to display Jesus portrait. A West Virgin-
ia public school board agreed Oct. 6 not to display a por-
trait of Jesus or other devotional art at its high school. The
settlement coincided with a decision by Americans United
for Separation of Church and State and the American Civ-
il Liberties Union to drop a joint lawsuit against the Harri-
son County school board. Warner Sallman’s famous “Head
of Christ” portrait had hung on a wall at Bridgeport High
School for 37 years. The board voted 4-1 to settle the suit
by promising never to display any renderings of Jesus, re-
ligious iconography or other devotional artwork featuring
teachers, philosophers, religious or inspirational leaders.

*Alabama unveils ‘God Bless America’ license plates. Al-

abama Gov. Bob Riley recently unveiled the state’s “God
Bless America” license plates now available to motorists.
The red, white and blue plates feature an image of the
American flag blowing in the wind with the words “God
Bless America” along the bottom. Motorists can choose be-
tween the new plate and the older “Stars Fell on Alabama”
plate for the same fee. Several states, including Iowa, Mis-
sissippi, Missouri and Texas, also have God Bless America
plates, but they are specialty tags that require extra pay-
ment.

Prolific hymn writer John Peterson dies.Gospel hymn writ-
er John Peterson, who authored more than 1,000 hymns
and 35 cantatas, died of cancer Sept. 20 in Scottsdale, Ariz.
He was 84. Peterson worked as music editor at Singspira--
tion, a sacred music publishing company. After Zondervan

Publishing House acquired the company, he was named

president and editor-inchief of Singspiration. Peterson
was inducted into the Gospel Music Hall of Fame in 1986.
His song titles include “It Took a Miracle,” “So Send I You”
and “Surely Goodness and Mercy.” His cantatas and musi-
cals include “Night of Miracles” and “No Greater Love.” Pe-

| terson is survived by his wife of 62 years, Marie, and three

daughters.

KENTUCKY BAPTISTS

Connec

169th KBC Annual Meeting

November 14-15, 2006

First Baptist Church - Bowling Green, Kentucky

Reserve your spot now!y

Baymont Inn & Suites

165 Three Springs Road

Listed hotels are on/near the Scottsville
Road corridor (Exit 22 from 1-65).

Make your hotel reservations now! Another convention

800.642.4239 / 270.843.3200
$79 flat rate (king and/or double beds)
Complimentary continental breakfast

is also being held in Bowling Green at the same
time, and room availability at some hotels is limited.

— Leadin

Reservation deadline: October 13

~ Courtyard by Marriott
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1010 Wilkinson Trace
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Attendees must make and pay for their own
reservations. To receive blocked room rates, call
preferred hotel and request a room in the Kentucky
Baptist Convention block. Most accommodations are
non-smoking. The Bowling Green hotel tax is 11.25%.
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Godly Vision

First Baptist Church
621 East 12th Avenue
(area enlarged below)

Breakfas
Reservation deadline: October 13

The Pastors’ Conference
and other auxiliary
meetings will take place
on Monday, November 13.

- Drury Inn Bowling Green

3250 Scottsville Road

800.325.0720 (reservations) / 270.842.7100
$85-$94 (doubles and kings; 1-4 persons)
Complimentary hot breakfast

Reservation deadline: October 13

Fairfield Inn Marriott

1940 Mel Browning Street

270.782.6933

$79 flat rate (singles and doubles)
Complimentary deluxe continental breakfast
Reservation deadline: October 13

KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION

For more information, visit
www.kybaptist.org/annualmeeting

or contact Denise Withers at: ~ Hampton Inn
233 Three Springs Road
502.489.3578 g

$82 flat rate (doubles, kings and queens)
Complimentary breakfast
Reservation deadline: October 1

Visit www.firstbaptistbg.org
for written directions.

Toll free in Kentucky 866.489.3578
Denise.Withers@kybaptist.org
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“We found a
demographic that
was underserved,
and we were
positioned to fill a
need.”

Steve Feldstein, senior

vice president at Fox
Home Entertainment

By Jason Anthony
Religion News Service

New York (RNS)—It opened Oct. 13
at more than 1,000 theaters across
the country. More than 55,000 tick-
ets were pre-sold. But unless you go
to church, you might never even see
the trailer.

“One Night with the King,”
a $20 million biblical epic from
Gener8xion Entertainment, is one of
the first films to be released in part-
nership with the new FoxFaith label.
While the subject—the Book of Es-
ther—is an ancient story, the strategy
that is expected to fill theater seats is
at the cutting edge of the new mar-
riage between big studios and grass-
roots Christian organizing.

The film tells the story of Queen
Esther and King Xerxes. It focuses
on Esther, a Jewish orphan-turned-
queen who reveals her nationality at
a critical moment and saves her peo-
ple from extermination.

One example of the film’s un-
orthodox recipe for success: Landry
Humphries, who works with the
homeless in the Los Angeles area,
filled one of the theaters with 350
children from foster care and or-
phanages on opening night. “Esther
was an orphan,” said Humphries,
who hopes the movie will inspire
and lead children to read the Bible.

Because Esther was herself an or-
phan, ministry leaders are urging
churches to take orphans and fos-
ter children to see the movie. Mat-
thew Crouch, the producer of the
film and CEO of Gener8xion Enter-
tainment, hopes to build a bridge
of trust between two historically
opposed camps: Hollywood and the
conservative Christian audience.

Bible society affirms film

In place of more traditional mar-
keting avenues—such as fast food
tie-ins or network television spots—
Crouch is finding ways to reach out
to church leaders nearer to their ex-
perience. He gained the endorse-
ment of the venerable American Bi-

GORONATION The newly crowned Oueen Esther ( T/ffany Dupont) greets her subjects
in “One Night with the King,” which hit theaters Oct. 13. (RNS photo courtesy of
Gener8xion Entertainment Inc.)

ble Society which has labeled the
movie “accurate to Scripture.”

He has also undertaken a mara-
thon tour of talking personally with
pastors. “Pastors don’t ask what you
do—they ask why you do it,” Crouch
said. “If you can answer that ques-
tion, you can create a partnership.”

During his 16-day Pastor Screen-
ing Tour, Crouch screened a cut of
his movie in 21 cities. Rod Rieger at-
tended in Oklahoma City, and his
congregation at Newcastle Chris-
tian Church is doing its part. Church
members watched the trailer, put
up a cardboard display inside the
church and bought out an entire
show on Sunday of opening week-
end.

“We need to support these or
they’re gonna go away,” Rieger said.

Crouch is the son of Trinity
Broadcasting Network founders Paul
and Jan Crouch, whose Christian
television network is the most lu-
crative ministry on the small screen.
It is no surprise that a scion of this
high-wattage Christian media outlet
was one of the first to partner with

the newly minted FoxFaith.

FoxFaith is a new division of
Twentieth Century Fox Home En-
tertainment committed to making
movies that have “a clear Christian
message or (are) based on materi-
al by a Christian author.” Although
the Esther movie was developed
by Crouch’s Gener8xion Entertain-
ment, FoxFaith will distribute the
film in a limited number of theaters
and oversee its DVD release.

Focus on Christian fare

FoxFaith plans to produce orig-
inal straightto-DVD titles and at
least six theatrical release movies
per year. Though other major stu-
dios are making movies with reli-
gious content, Fox is the first to take
the risk of devoting a whole division
exclusively to Christian fare.

FoxFaith grew out of the studio’s
recent success with evangelically
supported releases, especially Mel
Gibson’s “The Passion of the Christ,”
which grossed $370 million domes-
tically.

“The Passion’ gave us all our

Fox steps out on faith wnth biblical epic about Esther

MBASs,” said Steve Feldstein, a senior
vice president at Fox Home Enter-
tainment. “To be honest, we found a
demographic that was underserved,
and we were positioned to fill a need.
It’s that simple.”

If it seems strange that the studio
that brought out “Dude, Where’s
My Car?” is getting into the Chris-
tian market—and even offering Bi-
ble study materials through its Web
site—Feldstein said it shouldn’t.

“There’s no cynicism where it
matters,” he said, citing Christian ex-
ecutives at Fox, like producer Ralph
Winter, who have been involved on
the project from the beginning.

For Crouch, there is only one con-
dition necessary for the partnership
to work. “You can have an automat-
ic audience, as long as you don’t vi-
olate their faith. Do comedies, do ac-
tion movies, do adventures—all they
ask is that you don’t violate their
faith.”

Heather Hendershot, a professor
of media studies at City University of
New York and the author of “Shak-
ing the World for Jesus: Media and
Conservative Evangelical Culture,”
said the new partnerships in Holly-
wood should involve close scrutiny—
on both sides. “FoxFaith is capitaliz-
ing on a grassroots niche. But you
have to ask: Is Fox playing them for
their grassroots organizing?”

While many have expressed
an “anxiety” about an evangeli-
cal “takeover” of Hollywood, Hen-
dershot said, she sees a more like-
ly danger in the other direction: big
studios taking business away from
smaller Christian distributors.

“Pastors will jump on films to
be recognized as an audience,” she
said. The coming years are likely to
bring them a sharp learning curve in
Hollywood economics.

“One Night with the King” tells
the story of Queen Esther and King
Xerxes, and the bonds of trust in
her marriage allow her to become a
hero. Centuries later, such trust re-
mains powerful, rare and hard won.

‘Facing the Giants’ tops $3 million in ticket sales in first 2 weeks

Albany, Ga. (BP)—Filmed on a
shoestring budget using volunteers
from a Southern Baptist church,
the inspirational movie “Facing the
Giants” has racked up enough suc-
cess in its first two weekends that
one major newspaper labeled it “mi-
raculous.”

The squeaky-clean PG movie
passed the $3 million gross mark
Oct. 12, which already makes it a
success story for a film that cost only
$100,000 to make. And while $3 mil-
lion is mere change by Hollywood
standards, the movie has more than
held its own in the theaters where it
has been shown.

Facing the Giants was produced
by Sherwood Productions, the me-
dia arm of Sherwood Baptist Church
in Albany, Ga.

It finished 12th among all mov-
ies on opening weekend, and was

an impressive fifth on an average-
perscreen tally ($3,046) among
the Top 20 movies, according to
BoxOfficeMojo.com. In its second
weekend, Facing the Giants end-
ed up 14th among all movies and
was ninth on a per-screen average
($2,407) among Top 20 movies.

By comparison, MGM’s “School
for Scoundrels” cost $35 million to
make and finished fourth on open-
ing weekend while showing on
3,000 theaters, but grossed $2,863
per screen—less than Giants’ open-
ing weekend.
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Carpenter Bus Sales

Buses provided for LifeWay by

The film’s success has caused
national media to take notice. The
Washington Post ran a story Oct. 10
with a sub-headline reading, “‘Fac-
ing the Giants,” Shot On a Shoe-
string and a Prayer, Does Miracu-
lously at Box Office.”

Facing the Giants lost only 25 per-
cent in gross from its first to its sec-

ond weekends—a figure considered a
success in Hollywood.

“Movie-industry standards say
that if a movie experiences less than
a 40-percent drop in ticket sales
from the previous weekend, it has
done exceptionally well,” according
to an e-mail newsletter sent out to
fans of Facing the Giants.

Chaplaincy Training Event

Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training
November 3-4, 2006

Kentucky Baptist Convention
Building

Training led by:
Chaplain (LTC) David Pena, US Air Force
Chaplain (MAJ) David Sandifer, US Army (Ret)

Registration required:

Contact Chaplain David Sandifer
270.789.5081 or 270.789.8459 or
dsandifer@campbelisville.edu

- 1 $75 registration
lincludes lunch
. on Saturday.
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Tribute to Grady Randolph

vineyard with the foreknowledge
someone else likely will reap the
harvest of your labors, but still be
able to find fulfillment in that la-
bor. The mission of Christ in this
world continues to reap the har-
vest of Grady’s labors more than 20
years after his retirement.

Grady’s selection in
1969 resulted in a height-
ened level of confidence
and trust in the KBE. He
was able to move the KBF
forward in a period during
{ which the KBF had limited
human and financial re-
sources, and he cultivat-
ed a high level of coop-
eration between the KBF

o ™ board and the KBC Execu-
Barry Allen tive Board under the lead-
ership of two KBC exec
utives, Harold Sanders and Frank
Owen.

I started with the KBC in 1971.
We became not only denomina-
tional colleagues, but also personal
friends. Then 25 years later in 1996,
I assumed the KBF leadership role
Grady once held. The words of Wil-
liam James characterize my view
of Grady: “The great use of life is
to spend it for something that will
outlastit.”

Barry Allen is president of the
Kentucky Baptist Foundation,
PO Box 436389, Louisville,
KY 40253; (866) 489-3533;
www.kybaptistfoundation.org

Christ’s mission continues
to reap harvest of his labor

Our Kentucky Baptist family,
and the Kentucky Baptist Foun-
dation family in particular, were
saddened at the Sept. 24 death of
Grady L. Randolph, who served as
the executive of the KBF
from March 1, 1969, un-
til his retirement Aug.
31, 1985. Grady was the
third full-time executive
since the KBF’s inception
in 1945.

During his years of @
leadership, he diligent- §
ly encouraged Kentucky
Baptists and presented
them many opportunities
to make stewardship deci-
sions, which would bene-
fit in perpetuity their churches, as-
sociations and the various mission-
ary, educational and benevolent
ministries of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention and the Southern Bap-
tist Convention. His motto not only
reflected his conviction that “ev-
ery adult Christian should have a
Christian will,” but also served as
the motivation from which he led
the KBF’s stewardship ministry.

Grady was one of those rare in-
dividuals who had that unique
quality required of any person
who must provide effective leader-
ship to a state Baptist foundation,
namely, the capacity to labor in a

Kentucky
Bapmist
Founpation

TRAVEL WITH OTHER BAPTISTS

Hawaiian

Kings Tour
15 Days - 4 Islands:  wom $1828*
Depart March 8, 2007

Join other Baptists on the most affordable two-week, four-island Hawaiian
vacation you'll ever find. Your group will fly to Honolulu for five nights in Waikiki,
three nights on Kauai, two nights on Maui, one night in Hilo, and three nights in
Kona. Sightseeing on every island includes: A Honolulu city tour with Punchbowl
Crater and Pearl Harbor cruise to the Arizona Memorial, the Wailua riverboat
cruise to the Fern Grotto, lao Valley excursion & the old whaling capital of
Lahaina, a Hilo orchid garden and Rainbow Falls, Black Sand Beaches,
Volcanoes National Park and more! *Your price, from only $1828 (per person,
double occupancy) includes baggage handling, hotels, taxes, all flights between
the islands, and sightseeing and escort on every island. Add $600 for airfare from
Evansuille, IN; Lexington or Louisville, KY. Add $700 for airfare from Nashville or
Knoxville, TN. ‘Your Man’ Tours specializes in Hawaii (with weekly departures
year ‘round) and has had its own office in Honolulu since 1967. This price is so
low because travelers buy wholesale, directly from the actual Hawaiian tour
operator. Friends and family are welcome! Space is limited and reservations with
a $300 deposit should be made now.

FACE IT—THE CHURCH IS CHANGING,

PRIVE -THRU SERVICES... Fon
ﬂ COURTS... LASER LIGHT #

SHOWS... TANNING
BOOTHS... K\TM’S...

Doug Marlette

WE HANE TOMEET
THE PEOPLE WHERE
THEY ARE !

www.comicspage.com

© 2006 Tribune Media Services, Inc. All nghts reserved

For Heaven’s Sake

Mariglle -2

CHURCH

Bible Crosswords

Across

1 Lot was told to goto the _____
(Genesis 19:17)

7 “There was no harm inthe ____
(2 Kings 4:41)

9 Yes, Sp.

10 How many daughters Lot had
(Genesis 19:8)

11 Who came to Lot (Genesis 19:1)

14 “He ...did ____ unleavened
bread” (Genesis 19:3)

16 “Bring them out ____ the place”
(Genesis 19:12)

17 Dessert

18 Informed on a person

21 “The Lord ___ upon Sodom
and upon Gomorrah”
(Genesis 19:24)

24 “This ____ fellow came in to
sojourn” (Genesis 19:9)

25 Abraham’s nephew
(Genesis 12:5)

27 Pittsburg’s state, abbr.

28 In the year of our Lord, Lat.
abbr.

29 One of the cities destroyed by
God (Genesis 19:24)

32 Large vase

33 Farrow’s first name

34 “Is there any taste in the white of
an___ 7" (Job 6:6)

35 “I cannot escape to the
mountain, lest ... 1
(Genesis 19:19)

37 Held up Moses’ hands
(Exodus 17:12)

39 Lotwastoldto ____
(Genesis 19:17)

41 “Lot ____ out at the door”
(Genesis 19:6)

43 Continent in the northern
hemisphere, abbr.

”

SORRY I DON'T v...I'M USUALLY
MAKE 1T TO CATCHING UP ON
MY SLEEP ON

(A)A‘QTREEN CR SUNDAY
, N7, ORNINGS!
REVEREND e

WELCOME
TO THE

AND, LUINFORTUNATELY,
THEY'RE (N AMERICA,
THE TACKY !

Elizabeth B. Smith

3 4 |5 |6 7 8
wm
11 12 13 14 15
16 17
18 |19 20 21N 22 23
26 27
30 31
33 34
36 37 |38
39 |40
43 44
46 |47 48 |49
51
44 Masculine pronoun 15 “They shall the way of the
45 Corrida cheer Lord” (Genesis 18:19)
46 “Then said |, , | come” 19 “Lot went out ... shut the
(Psalms 40:7) door” (Genesis 19:6)
48 “Their sin very grievous” 20 Bashemath was her daughter
(Genesis 18:20) (Genesis 26:34)
50 “Now, this is near” 22 “God remembered i
(Genesis 19:20) (Genesis 19:29)
51 “He overthrew cities” 23 They escaped with Lot
(Genesis 19:25) (Genesis 19:16)
26 Thomas, for short
Down 29 “He pressed upon them ___”
1 They compassed Lot’s house (Genesis 19:3)
(Genesis 19:4) 30 Japanese unit of distance

2 “Neither shallye
enchantment” (Leviticus 19:26)

3 Nothing

4 “There came two angels to

For information, reservations and brochure call 7 days a week: Last week’s solution (S(g:r?:;is—gﬁve""
‘YOUR MAN’ TOURS  1-800-968-7626 RARA PAAA AAEEEEENY :
elnlo ‘Jg Tle Sal o londua 6 man hath seen God
LlE|lw lels lalilw (JOhn118)
r l l! | Jolelvlelal Ulellelol 7 “God destroyed the cities of the
' e Al Lo\ Al v =i 2i(Genesis-19:29
> Because ‘Desperate Housewives AEL ARIEA A il )
FODIIRA | . oo~ 11 “They ... brought them forth
\ﬂ]ﬂ“M} probably isn’t your best source PIETRDY P R G b
—_— S -I» : ol al% s lelalal2l%] 12“Lotsatinthe ___ of Sodom”
Aoria I AFN ANRP (Genesis 19:1)
o 5‘;; al :‘;’( Isls| 13 Another city destroyed by God
~nEol  IvEMelviviel 14 Bits perinch, abbr.

31 “Take ... thy daughters, which
are " (Genesis 19:15)

32 Unemployment insurance, abbr.

35 Female deer

36 Male adult

38 “Lot ... rose ____to meet them”
(Genesis 19:1)

40 “She became a pillar of _____
(Genesis 19:26)

41 A woman in the army, abbr.

42 “I will ____ overthrow this city”
(Genesis 19:21)

47 “___, let me escape”
(Genesis 19:20)

48 Island, abbr.

49 Southeast, abbr.

»

© 1999 Barbour Publishing
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Reaching beyond its roots

Southern gospel music gains popularity outside region to make powerful comeback

By David Briggs
Religion News Service

Canton, Ohio (RNS)—Visions of
heaven dance in their heads as hun-
dreds of people clap their hands,
slap their knees and tap their toes
on the concrete floor of the Ronald
Howard Gospel Music Center.

Three sisters, members of the
Southern gospel group Christ Un-
limited, take the crowd to a happier
place, singing in an upbeat harmo-

The rhythm becomes more insis-
tent with each verse, the voices ris-
ing to a majestic pitch until it is cer-
tain everyone in this prefab building
“ain’t going to let old Satan get me
down, down, down.”

More people throughout the
country are praising God at South-
ern gospel hymn sings, part of a re-
vival of an art form that was an es-
sential spiritual connection for the
tens of thousands of white South-
erners who came north for industri-
al work in places such as Cleveland

REVIVED ART FORM Bill ny that they are going to “walk right
Gaither and his band are out of this valley with my Lord.”
credited with propelling

Southern gospel music

back into popularity with
their “homecoming”
concerts and CDs. (BP
photo by Kent Harville)

y N

and Akron.

Spurred by the popularity of
country music, and in particular by
the rising tide created by Bill Gaither
and the Gaither Vocal Band, South-
ern gospel is making a comeback.

Jane Way, 70, does not hear a lot
of foot-tapping, four-part country
harmony at her Methodist church.
But she likes to go to hymn sings.

“It just makes you feel good,” she
said. “Sometimes you got to let your
hair down.”

A wooden cross was the only

HAPPY HEART, HAPPY HANDS Allegra Thomas of Concord, Ohio (center), gets enthusiastic about Southern gospel music at a
recent hymn sing in Perry, Ohio. (RNS photo courtesy of Thomas Ondrey/The Plain Dealer of Cleveland)

backdrop as the Pine Ridge Boys led
a joyous crowd across a heaven and
earth where people walked hand in
hand with a loving God. The quar-
tet has been singing for 43 years
and were part of the Southern gos-
pel trail that gave birth to the Black
wood Brothers, the Statesmen Quar-
tet, the Kingsmen and the Jordan-
aires.

Southern gospel was the coun-
try music of gospel for a number
of years, and it grew along with the
popularity of country, said Don Cu-
sic, professor of music business at
Belmont University in Nashville. But
the music nearly died in the 1980s as
many white evangelical Christians,
particularly young people, turned to
contemporary Christian music.

What reignited the Southern
gospel industry was the success of
Gaither and his band and their com-
mitment to recognizing the histo-
ry of the movement with a series of
“homecoming” recordings, videos
and concerts.

“The advantage of Southern gos-
pel is that it never changed,” Cusic
said. “The disadvantage of Southern
gospel is that it never changed.”

The message of Southern gospel
remains the same: Jesus is a personal
friend who guides followers through
the raging storms of this life and will
walk hand in hand with them into
heaven. The joy of what awaits be-
lievers in the future always has been
a major part of the appeal of South-
ern gospel, Cusic said. It is a spir-
it that sustains both fans and per-
formers.

Waiting at the bus stop

Beloved ‘rainy day’ donor’s wish of
heavenly home finally comes true

One of the benefits of my responsibilities is
the opportunity to meet some wonderful, faithful
people. I meet people who love the Lord, greatly
appreciate the Oneida ministry and demonstrate
that love and support by helping us financially.
We are blessed to have many friends who under-
gird our work and make it possible for us to min-
ister to the young people God sends our
way.

One of our very special friends died
last week. Mrs. Jackson was 93 years old
and had moved from her home in Har-
lan more than 20 years ago in order to
be closer to her two daughters in Ten-
nessee. She outlived most of her friends,
and having been gone from Harlan for
so long, she knew there would not be
many people to attend her funeral. So
she made preparations for a modest
graveside service with family and friends. She was
right; it was a rather small group that gathered at
the cemetery to say good-bye.

I first met this wonderful lady about eight
years ago when she visited our campus. She was
a very small woman who obviously loved young
people and was very interested in providing them
opportunities she never had.

She grew up without a mother, and her fa-
ther could not care for her. She lived with a fam-
ily member and worked in a restaurant. That is
where she met her husband who was a coal min-
er. The family had a limited income, but the Jack-
sons raised five children. Her husband died in the
early 1980s. Mrs. Jackson started making month-
ly gifts to OBI in the fall of 1984. Over the years,
her gifts increased and at times she blessed us

This 1s ONEIDA

with larger contributions. Remember, she was
a coal miner’s widow and I doubt that they had
been able to put much aside, especially with five
children. On one special occasion, Mrs. Jackson
called to make sure I would be in my office the fol-
lowing day. She, her daughter and son-in-law ar-
rived the next morning. Mrs. Jackson presented
me with a small bundle of old envelopes.

She told me that she and her husband put a lit-
tle money aside over the years for a rainy day. She
went on to tell me that she had never
had a rainy day and she was getting too
old to have one now, so she wanted to
give her life savings to meet the needs of
our students. I was quite shocked to find
out later that the envelopes contained
$31,000 in $100 bills.

A little frustrated, she also told me
that she desperately wanted to go to her
heavenly home and that she had been
waiting at the bus stop for the Lord to
pick her up, but her bus hadn’t come.

She did not know why the Lord hadn’t sent for
her, but she was ready and anxious to go home.
Nearly every time I saw her, either in her home or
here on our campus, she expressed a little frustra-
tion that she still was waiting at the bus stop.

In His own special way, while Mrs. Jackson
slept on a Sunday morning, the Lord sent her bus
to take her home. I am sure she wore a big smile
as she boarded the bus for which she had waited
so long. We will miss this wonderful saint, but we
are happy that she has been granted her wish. In
the past 20 years, this generous friend, a coal min-
er’s widow, gave more than $100,000 to this min-
istry.

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org

Semi-annual meeting

Five trustees appointed to
help seek new president

The Clear Creek Board of Trust-
ees held its semi-annual meeting
Oct. 10. The agenda included fa-
miliar items associated with the
close of a fiscal year. One item
had not been on the agenda since
1988—seeking a new president.

Board members re-
ceived an unqualified au-
dit prepared by Marr, Mill-
er & Myers of London. The
college closed the books
“in the black” and report-
ed a 6 percent increase in
endowment funds. The
board authorized a gas-
drilling lease on property
in Webster County; an es-
tate gift left a portion of
the mineral rights to ben-
efit the college.

Trustees reaffirmed the Tenets
of Faith of the Association for Bib-
lical Higher Education, the na-
tional Bible college accredita-
tion agency. The Christian Work-
ers Certificate was changed to re-
quire a 30-hour curriculum. It was
reported that 18 students are en-
rolled in the Christian service cur-
riculum for non-vocational min-
istry students, well below the 25
percent limit set by trustees.

The institutional advancement
committee reported the “Affirm-

ing Our Values—Leaving a Legacy

CLear CREEK
CHRoONICLE

Campaign” has surpassed the 50
percent mark toward the $1.23
million goal. The student “work-
ship” endowment has reached 45
percent of the goal and trustees
were encouraged to help reach
the remaining $554,000 by May
4, 2007. Three goals were removed
from the strategic plan and three
goals were completed during the
fiscal year. Trustees ap-
proved a policy on fill-
ing board vacancies.
First reading was given
to a bylaw amendment
that will make possible
more Kentucky mem-
bers on the board.

Current officers
were re-elected: Chair-
man Tim Langford of
ker  Hickman, Vice Chair

Jack Fox of Louisville,
and Secretary Denny Vincent of
Madisonville. Appreciation was ex-
pressed to three members leaving
the board: Kenneth Dick of Monti-
cello, Doug Surber of Dayton, and
Tom Prather of Louisville.

Five trustees were appointed
to a presidential search commit-
tee: Jack Fox, Tim Langford, Rich-
ard Neal, Denny Vincent and Anna
White. The committee also will in-
clude representatives from the
student body, faculty and alumni.
Bill Whittaker is president of Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College, Pineville, KY
40977; (606) 337-3196



WESTERNRECORDER.org

NATION

OCTOBER 17, 2006

13

Ministry amid grief

Baptist church in Amish country ponders slayings, plans for future

By Daniel Guido
Baptist Press

Wrightsdale, Pa. (BP)—A Baptist
church in the heart of Pennsylvania
Amish country moved ahead with
celebrating the start of construc-
tion of a new worship center Oct.
9—sobered, however, by the murder
of five young Amish girls in a one-
room school 20 miles away.

“Life has to go on,” said Dave
Pope, pastor of Wrightsdale Baptist
Church. “We are all still mourning
this in our own way. It is so recent
and happened so close,” he said,
shaking his head as he unlocked the
doors and entered the church.

“But we have a program to keep
to, with a four-day revival start-
ing today and the celebration of
the new construction planned this
morning,” Pope said, as he climbed
a flight of steps and turned the
lights on in the sanctuary. “You
know, maybe in some way, having
all this to do is a good thing.”

The Sunday sermon, by North
Carolina-based evangelist Royce
Williams, appropriately dealt with
how Christ calls Christians to deep-
en their faith and trust in Him in
good times and bad.

Wrightsdale Baptist, the oldest
Southern Baptist church in Penn-
sylvania, is nestled amid several
large Amish dairy farms a few miles
south of Lancaster in southeastern
Pennsylvania.

Fighting back tears

Despite the festivities scheduled
for the day, several Wrightsdale
Baptist members clutched tissues

GRIEVING COMMUNITY An Amish man drives his horse-drawn buggy past the one-
room Amish schoolhouse in Nickel Mines, Pa., where a gunman killed five girls Oct. 2.
(RNS photo by Rober Sciarrino/The Star-Ledger of Newark, N.J.)

and fought back their tears.

“I fear that this sort of thing
could happen to our children,”
said Kelli Brandenberger, who grew
up in the area. “This whole thing
scares me.”

Brandenberger’s concern was
shared by many other people in
the congregation. Several members
said they still have not been able to
absorb how such a violent act was
perpetrated in this rural farm set-
ting of rolling hills where news of
murders and mayhem usually are
distant reports from major cities.

“This just doesn’t happen here,”
John Hardy said as he stood on

the front steps of the church and
watched an Amish buggy pass by.
“This sort of thing tries your faith,
it really does. But hopefully in the
end it also drives you closer to Je-
Sus.”

Pondering “frailty of life”

“The Amish are such peaceful
people. They don’t harm anyone,”
Wrightsdale deacon chairman
Keith Brown said. “For this to hap-
pen to them really makes you think
about the frailty of life.”

Brown and other church mem-
bers expressed amazement that the
families of the slain and wound-

ed Amish children already had
reached out to the gunman’s family
to let them know they do not blame
them for what happened.

Former Wrightsdale pastor Terry
Douglas, who was visiting to help
celebrate the start of construction,
noted, “The public as a whole, here
and all around the world, learned a
lot from the Amish in the area of
forgiveness this week.”

Douglas said the grandfather of
one of the little girls killed visited
the shooter’s family the next morn-
ing to pray with them and let them
know the Amish community was
not holding a grudge and would
not seek revenge.

Mike Stike, operations manag-
er for Lancaster Christian radio
station WDACFM, said the local
evangelical community was deeply
touched by the Amish leaders’ im-
mediate expressions of forgiveness.

“We’ve had callers all week prais-
ing God that the Amish have been
such good witnesses in this time of
tragedy,” Stike said. “If there is any
good to come of this, it is that they
were able to show the world that
they practice what they preach—for-
giveness.”

Wrightsdale member Scott Os-
borne, who works for a local feed
service, said he and his coworkers
were stunned when one of their
Amish clients told them the vic-
tims’ families had requested that
a fund be set up to help the shoot-
er’s family. “We were really touched
by that. Imagine forgiving someone
that quickly and that deeply. It real-
ly made you think.”

Movies, TV shape many people’s perception of Amlsh way of life

By Pat Carroll and Li Wang
Religion News Service

Harrisburg, Pa. (RNS)—For many
people, everything they know about
the Amish was taken from the 1985
Harrison Ford movie “Witness.”

Outside perceptions of the cir-
cumstances surrounding the re-
cent shootings at an Amish school
in Nickel Mines, Pa., seem steeped
in the mythology formed from the
few representations of the Amish
on television and in the movies, ex-
perts said.

While “Witness” was a serious
film and a worldwide hit, minor sil-
ly comedies such as 1996’s “King-
pin,” with Woody Harrelson, and
1997’s “For Richer or Poorer,” with
Tim Allen, also impacted percep-
tions of the Amish.

“The problem with how people
see the Amish is very similar to how
people see the clergy,” said Eric Mi-
chael Mazur, associate religion pro-
fessor at Bucknell University. “Peo-
ple assume that because they are pi-
ous, they’re not human. We tend to
make them exotic and commercial-
ize them.”

In Lewisburg, where Bucknell is
located, Mazur said he often sees
Amish-labeled products sold, includ-
ing Amish salsa. He is most troubled
by the Amish dolls.

“What if on the same shelf there
was little Charlie Catholic, Jeremy
the Jew and Larry the Lutheran?”

asked Mazur, who added that there
is a perception that traditionalists
such as the Amish, Orthodox Jews
or Christian fundamentalists are
deviants. “Many people don’t un-
derstand that the Amish are not ig-
norant of the world around them,
they have made very specific choices
about the world around them.”

According to Richard Blake, co-
director of film studies at Boston
College, “I'm sure that this story
gets extra notoriety because of the
clothes the Amish wear and their
language patterns are different. This
sort of foreignness gets people more
interested in the story.”

That foreign aspect also has
made the Amish a device in televi-
sion shows based on a fish-out-of-
water scenario.

The UPN Network’s 2004 reality
show “Amish in the City” had five
Amish youths living with six non-
Amish people. NBC’s 1988 series
“Aaron’s Way” showed Amish people
being afraid of modern appliances.

In the 1993 Warner Bros. TV show
“Lois & Clark: The Adventures of Su-
perman,” villain Lex Luthor discov-
ers that the Amish are the only ones
who can’t be mind-controlled be-
cause they don’t use modern tech-
nology.

While the conflict with moder-
nity often is employed for lightly co-
medic purposes, the same dynamic
can distract from the essence of the

\

DEMOLITION Amish elders announced plans last week to tear down the West Nickel
Mines school, where five Amish girls were killed. Construction workers demolished
the one-room schoolhouse Oct. 12, 10 days after the shootings. (RNS photo by
Robert Sciarrino/The Star-Ledger of Newark, N.J.)

tragic reality of the recent school
shootings. -

CNN’s coverage included an ex-
pert on the Amish, which probably
doesn’t shed more light on why the
murders and suicide occurred, ob-
served Clay Calvert, associate profes-
sor of communications and law at
Penn State University.

The perceived isolation of the
Amish often is far from the truth,
said David Weaver-Zucher, profes-

sor of religious studies at Messiah
College.

“For many of the Amish in Lan-
caster County,” he said, “there
would be a good bit of contact with
English people,” as non-Amish are
known.

“English people who would live
next door to Amish farm neighbors
would be friends with these people,”
Weaver-Zucher said. “It’s not an ut-
terly isolated community.”

“This sort of thing
tries your faith, it
really does. But
hopefully in the end
it also drives you
closer to Jesus.”

John Hardy, member
of Wrightsdale Baptist
Church in the heart of
Pennsylvania Amish
country
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PRAYER

PARTNERS

Please pray for the
following ministries
related to Kentucky
Baptists’ mission
partnerships with
Baptists in Brazil and
Europe:

® Pray for Southern
Baptist international
missionary Scott
Pittman and his

family as they travel to
Kentucky to participate
in next month’s
Kentucky Baptist
Convention annual
meeting.

® Pray for the house
churches that are being
started in the Piaui
Baptist Convention in
Brazil.

m Pray for Earl
Pinkston, a Southern
Baptist international
missionary to Malta,

as he travels to a
leadership meeting in
Germany. Pray also for
other team members in
Malta as they continue
ministry efforts during
Pinkston’s absence.

m Pray for the
International Baptist
Convention’s fall
meeting Oct. 23-26 in
Paris. Participants from
churches throughout
Europe will participate
in the meeting. Pray for
clear communication
among participants and
for God’s leadership in
all decisions.

® ASHLAND—Rose Hill Church will
hoid revival services Oct. 22-25 with
Sid Nichols of Alabama as evangelist.
Ronnie Mayes is pastor.
mBOWLING GREEN—Jackson Grove
Church will host Still Water Quar-
tet from Hopkinsville in concert
Oct. 28, 7 p.m. Activities will in-
clude a potluck supper at 5:30 p.m.
For more information, call (270) 843-
1556.
m BUFFALO—Buffalo Church will hold
revival services Oct. 22, 11 am. and
7 pam., and Oct. 23-25, 7 p.m., with
Tommy Purvis, pastor of DeHaven
Church in La Grange, as evangelist.
Rodney Troutman is pastor.
m FRANKFORT—Forks of Elkhorn
Church will host the Southern gos-
pel quartet The Kingsmen in concert
Oct. 22, 6:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call (859) 873-1967. Todd Lester
is pastor.
= GARRISON—Grace Church will hold
revival services Oct. 25-29, 7 p.m.,
with Harry Brooks, Kevin Cornette
and Gene Miracle as evangelists. The
church will celebrate homecoming
Oct. 29 with an 11 a.m. service, noon
fellowship meal and special singing
at 1:30 p.m.
m GREENVILLE—Second Church will
hold revival services Oct. 22-25 with
Dan Garland, pastor of Crestwood
Church, as evangelist. For more in-
formation, call (270) 338-6160.
= HENDERSON—First Church recently
ordained Jim Bryan as a deacon.

New Hope Church recently called
Tom Hancock as pastor.
= JUNCTION CITY—First Church recent-
ly ordained Bob Denny as a deacon.
= L QUISVILLE—Cloverleaf Church will
host The Galloways in concert Oct.
22,7 pm.

East Audubon Church will hold
homecoming activities Oct. 22 from
10:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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Gilbert’s Creek Church, the
third oldest Kentucky Baptist
congregation, will celebrate its
225th anniversary Nov. 5 with
services at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Hamilton Valentine, director of
missions for Tates Creek Associ-
ation, will be guest speaker.

Ralph Avenue Church will hold
revival services Oct. 22, 10:45 a.m.
and 6 pm., and Oct. 23-25, 7 p.m.
with Ronnie Pennington, pastor of
Kirksville Church in Richmond, as
evangelist. Terry Stallard is pastor.
= PRINCETON—Southside Church will
host its 10th annual “Judgement
House” drama Oct. 22-29, 6 p.m. This
year’s theme will focus on the issue
of drug abuse. The program has at-
tracted more than 3,000 guests each
year, with more than 200 profes-
sions of faith recorded last year. For
more information, call Jackie Can-
non at (270) 365-5510.
® RUSSELLVILLE—First Church will
hold revival services Oct. 22-25 with
Mike James as evangelist. For more
information, call (270) 726-2468.
Bruce Rendleman is pastor.
® WALLINGFORD—Foxport Church or-
dained Dan Elliott, Paul Kirkland
Sr., and Jim Schmudde as deacons
Sept. 17.
= WEST POINT—Stites Station Church
will hold revival services Oct. 22-26
with Carson Howard as evangelist.
For more information, call (502) 922-
9222. Darrell Pool is pastor.

CaLenpaRr oF EVEnTs

October

27-28 Quarterly Prayer Meeting for
Spiritual Awakening, Northside
Baptist Church, Mount Vernon.

November

3-4 Chaplaincy Training for Suicide
Intervention, Baptist Building,
Louisville.

3-4 International Student Conference,
Cave City Convention Center.

4 101 Workshop, Bellevue Baptist
Church, Owensboro.

10-12 All State Jr. High Choir,
Eastwood Baptist Church, Bowling
Green.

10-12 Crossover, Bowling Green.

13 Kentucky Baptist Music
Conference, Rich Pond Baptist
Church, Bowling Green.

13 Kentucky Baptist Pastors’
Conference, First Baptist Church,
Bowling Green.

13 Kentucky Baptist Youth Ministry
Association Fall Meeting, Bowling
Green.

14-15 KBC Annual Meeting, First
Baptist Church, Bowling Green.

For more information, call (800) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org

South Korean delegation visits
University of the Cumberlands

Williamsburg—Citing examples of
how education turned the Repub-
lic of Korea’s economy around and
strengthened its democracy. Jin-Pyo
Kim spoke at a convocation service
Oct. 2 at the University of the Cum-
berlands.

Kim, a member of the National
Assembly of the Republic of Korea,
emphasized that his nation “has
gone from poverty to an economic ti-
ger through education.”

Also during the service, universi-
ty officials awarded an honorary doc-
torate of laws to Sung Soo Park, CEO
of C & Tel Company, vice president
of the Hotel Resort Society in Korea
and board member of Korea’s Food
Service Management. Park was ac-
companied by former Baptist World
Alliance President Billy Kim who
served as Park’s translator.

Kim’s visit to University of the
Cumberlands was the culmination
of efforts by university officials to
begin a Korean exchange program

at the Kentucky Baptist school. This
fall, six Korean students enrolled
at Cumberlands and plans are for
American students to begin studies
at a university in Seoul, Korea, next
summer.

Kim told the convocation crowd
that Korea has high quality prima-
ry and secondary school systems,
adding that Korean students are
among the world’s top internation-
al students.

But Korea’s universities lack
global competitiveness, he added.
Among the ways Kim suggested this
could be changed is to implement a
flexible school system supportive of
lifelong learning and development.

Kim challenged students to “re-
member God is always right beside
to lead and guide you, wherever you
go.”

Last year, Kim was awarded an
honorary doctorate in public ad-
ministration from University of the
Cumberlands.

CuassiFiep Aps

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music and children for First Baptist
Church, Eddyville, Ky. Please send
resumé by e-mail to eddyfirst@bell
south.net, or mail to Personnel Com-
mittee, First Baptist Church, PO Box
599, Eddyville, KY 42038.

SEEKING: Part-time’ music minis-
ter and a pianist. Send resumés to
Grace Community Baptist Church,
7300 National Turnpike, Louisville,
KY 40214; or email to gcbc7300
@peoplepc.com.

SEEKING: Bivocational pastor to
lead and serve south-central Ken-
tucky church. Must be called of God,
willing to work, willing to visit and
interact with congregation and com-
munity to do God’s will to facilitate
physical and spiritual growth of
church body. Send resumé/profile
to Search Committee, Jackson Grove
Baptist Church, c/o Lyndell Grav-
en, 6299 Louisville Road, Bowling
Green, KY 42101-8409.

SEEKING: Director of missions for
Severns Valley Association of Bap-
tists. The deadline for submitting re-
sumés has been extended until Oct.
31, 2006. Resumés already submitted
will be retained. Please submit a cov-
er letter, resumé and references to:
DOM Search Committee, PO Box 541,
Elizabethtown, KY 42702.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for First
Baptist Church, Brandenburg, Ky.
Average Sunday school attendance:
170; worship: 275. Mail resumés to:
Shirley Jones, 155 Meade Springs,
Brandenburg, KY 40108.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for New
Hope Baptist Church, a conserva-
tive, rural SB church in West Liber-
ty, Ky. Parsonage provided. Contact
Stephen Howard, 270 Ridgeview
Court, West Liberty, KY 41472. (606)
743-7437.

SEEKING: Bivocational (part-time)
youth director. Send resumé to Bue-
na Vista Baptist Church, 324 Clifty
St., Somerset, KY 42501; or bvbc
@windstream.net.

SEEKING: Bivocational minister of
music (18-25 hours/week) for Friend-
ship Baptist Church in Paducah, Ky.
Experience and seminary education
are preferred. For a more detailed
position description, visit our Web
site at friendshiponthenet.org. Re-
sumés to Music Search Team, 146 S
Friendship Road, Paducah, KY 42003;
or Jason@friendshiponthenet.org no
later than Nov. 10.

SEEKING: Part-time worship lead-
er for Alton Baptist Church. Please
send resumés to: Personnel Team,
Alton Baptist Church, 1321 Bypass
North, Lawrenceburg, KY 40342.

SEEKING: Part-time youth minis-
ter to lead tomorrow’s future gener-
ation at Franklin Crossroads Baptist
Church. If interested, please send
resumé with cover letter to FCBC,
4695 Hardinsburg Road, Cecilia, KY
42724, Attn: Search Committee.

SEEKING: Sand Run Baptist
Church in Northern Kentucky is
seeking God’s choice for a youth
minister. Send resumés to PO Box 88,
Hebron, KY 41048; or call the church
office Monday through Friday,
10 a.m.-1 p.m.: (859) 689-7110.

SEEKING: Payroll accountant (im-
mediate need) for The Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. This posi-
tion is responsible for the accurate
and timely preparation of all semi-
nary payrolls, resolution of payroll-
related problems and questions,
and the organization and mainte-
nance of payroll records. This po-
sition requires an associate degree
in accounting, at least two years
of accounting experience and at
least one year of payroll experience.
The seminary offers a fast-paced,
multi-tasking work environment,
plus a competitive salary and ben-
efits package. Qualified candidates
should email their resumés with
cover letters and salary histories to:
humanresources@sbts.edu.

SEEKING: Part-time interim stu-
dent minister (20 hrs./wk). Please
send resumé to: Immanuel Baptist
Church, 800 Rhodes Drive, Eliza-
bethtown, KY 42701, Attn: Student
Minister Selection Committee.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music for blended/traditional wor-
ship in Corbin area. Mail resumé
to: Calvary Baptist Church, 96 Cal-
vary Church Road, Corbin, KY 40701.
Phone: (606) 523-0696.

SEEKING: Pastor of student min-
istries. Growing church (average:
2,000) seeks a leader/teacher pas-
sionate about reaching students to
serve on a staff that has a clear vi-
sion and strategy. Resumés to: Dan-
ny Bennett, Calvary Baptist, 110 N
McMullen Booth Road, Clearwa-
ter, FL 33759; or email: dbennett
@calvarybaptist.org.

SERVICES: Christian long dis-
tance: 3.9 interstate; 4.9 in state; no
monthly service charge. Call: (866)
587-8346 or www.lowermyphone
bill.com/harold].

SURVEY: Pastor search commit-
tee members (current and recent),
please take confidential online sur-
vey to help SBC pastor with PhD
research. For username and pass-
word, contact info@southernbaptist
research.com.
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Major League missionary

Facing tantrums & heckling, one of baseball s top umpires strzves to reflect Christ

By Tim Elisworth
Baptist Press

St. Louis (BP)—Major League um-
pire Ted Barrett, who worked last
week’s National League Division Se-
ries between the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers and the New York Mets, doesn’t
find too many players or managers
willing to mess with him when they
disagree with a call.

For one thing, at 6-foot-4 and 250
pounds, Barrett is bigger than most
guys on the field. He also is a former
amateur boxer. Add that to Barrett’s
size, and you get an umpire from
whom players would just as soon
steer clear.

“He’s a Golden Glove boxer, so
don’t get in his face,” St. Louis Car-
dinals first base coach Dave McKay
said of Barrett.

But despite the apparent barri-
ers, Barrett is approachable. In a
Sports Illustrated poll conducted
this year of 470 Major League play-
ers, Barrett tied for third as the best
umpire in the game. Maybe that’s
because of the way he goes about
his job.

Being fair, but no pushover

“You don’t want to be perceived
as weak,” Barrett said. “The players
see me, and I try to laugh and smile
on the field a lot, and I enjoy my job.
But I don’t want to be perceived as
‘Here’s somebody we can just run
over.”

Or, what Barrett hopes even
more, is that the characteristics of
Christ are shining forth through
his life, attracting others and point-
ing them to God. As he matures as
a Christian, Barrett often finds him-
self acting in ways that run counter
to the umpiring culture.

“Even though I was a Christian
in the minor leagues, I wasn’t try-
ing to be Christ-like. I was trying to
be umpire-like,” Barrett said. “I real-
ized I needed to start living this too,
not just in my life, but in my work.
It bends everything that’s been in
the tradition of umpiring for 100
years.”

Barrett pointed to forgiveness
as an example. Most umpires try
to keep a healthy distance between
themselves and the players, even
when a player or coach tries to apol-
ogize for his behavior.

Barrett remembers an encounter

SLOW TO ANGER At 6’4" and 250 pounds, Ted Barrett strikes an imposing figure on
the baseball field, but he said he has learned that his greatest influence comes from
interjecting kindness in between the tough calls. (MLB photo by Brad Mangin)

he had with Doug Mansolino, now
the third base coach for the Hous-
ton Astros. At the time, Mansoli-
no was the bench coach for the De-
troit Tigers, and Barrett ejected him
from a game for his behavior.

The next day, Barrett was work-
ing third base, where Lance Parrish
was the third base coach. “Doug
wanted me to tell you he’s sorry,”
Parrish told Barrett.

Barrett said that’s a tactic play-
ers and coaches often employ—
apologizing by proxy. He’s not cra-
zy about the practice, and he near-
ly told Parrish what he thought
about it.

“Right away I was about to come
back and say, ‘Tell Doug to come

and tell me himself. Tell him to
stick it,”” Barrett said. “But in my
mind, I think God was just laying it
on me, saying, ‘T've forgiven you of
so much. You need to forgive.””

Barrett told Parris to relay a mes-
sage to Mansolino: “Tell him I for-
give him.”

Mike Port, MLB’s vice president
of umpiring, said the qualities of
tolerance, dignity, knowledge, abil-
ity and diplomatic control are nec-
essary to excel in the job.

“While Major League Baseball is
fortunate to have a great number
of umpires who fit that profile, cer-
tainly Ted Barrett is right up there
in those respects,” Port said. “He is
now a 10-year veteran, and yet seems

to keep rlght on improving, which is
no surprise given the pride he takes
in his work. To say he is respected
by his peers is an understatement.
... Many look up to him as an exam-
ple.”

Of the 26 weeks of the baseball
season, Barrett works 22 of them.
He gets four weeks of vacation, and
sometimes his children will make
trips with him while he’s working.
During the season, the -time away
from his family is difficult for Bar-
rett. He and his wife of 18 years,
Tina, have three kids—Andrew, 15;
Amanda, 13; and Adam, 11.

‘Don’t you laugh’

Most people involved in baseball
agree that umpiring is a thankless
job. Everybody—players, managers,
fans—expects perfection. Get every
call right, and few will notice. Miss
a call—especially a game-chang-
ing call—and get death threats. But
the job isn’t without its lighter mo-
ments, Barrett said.

He recalled when Terry Collins
was managing the Angels and came
out to argue a call.

“Ted, I've gotta get run,” Collins
told Barrett, indicating he wanted
to get ejected from the game. “Will
you run me?”

“Yeah, OK,” Barrett replied.

“I'm gonna throw my hat, and
then you can run me,” Collins said.

Then Collins started yelling and
making a scene. “I've got this player
over here, and he quit on me,” Col-
lins griped. “My third base coach
thinks he’s the manager. These fans
are all over me.”

All the while Collins is waving
his arms and raising a ruckus. Bar-
rett started to chuckle. “Don’t you
laugh,” Collins said in Barrett’s
face. “Don’t you laugh. If you laugh,
they’ll know what I'm doing.”

Whatever the situation, Barrett
said his goal is to communicate the
gospel to his colleagues by the way
he conducts himself.

“If T can have an attitude that’s
reflective of Christ and trying to be
obedient to Him, I think that speaks
volumes to the people I work with,”
Barrett said. “The reputation I strive
for is, ‘He’s a good guy, but we don’t
want to mess with him.” That would
be the ultimate comphment a play-
er could give me.”

Off the field, Barrett preaches, leads Bible studies at Arizona church

Gilbert, Ariz. (BP)—For a biblical
parallel to Major League umpire Ted
Barrett, his pastor thinks of Barn-
abas.

“Ted has got the most encourag-
ing, relational approach to people,”
said Bill Bush, pastor of Rock Point
Church in Gilbert, Ariz. “He’s every-
body’s friend.”

Barrett has been involved with
Rock Point Church since it was a
new church plant of only five fam-
ilies. Today, about 1,500 people at-
tend each Sunday.

“It’s been great for me, because
obviously I'm gone during the sea-
son, but when I come back each year
I've plugged into a different area,”
Barrett said.

Sometimes he preaches. Some-
times he leads small groups. A mas-
ter’s degree in theology (with a doc-
torate in theology in progress) helps
with that.

Whatever his role, Barrett’s con-
nection with his home church is im-
portant—because his job as an um-
pire is more to him than just a pro-
fession. It’s also a ministry.

As Barrett made his way up
through the minor leagues, he
couldn’t help but notice the de-
based life many minor league um-
pires lived.

“It’s Sodom and Gomorrah,” Bar-
rett said. “Coming through the mi-
nor leagues, it’s drink as much as
you can. It’s a hard life.”

He said most guys stayed up all
night drinking and partying, slept
all day, got up at 4 p.m. and went to
work, then did it again.

Barrett quickly sensed that he
could make a difference among his
fellow umpires. “God’s got me here
for a reason,” he reflected.

He and Rob Drake, an umpiring
friend of Barrett’s, eventually start-
ed “Calling for Christ,” a Bible study
retreat in December for umpires.
Their focus isn’t strictly on um-
pires in the big leagues; they want
to minister to umpires in the minor
leagues as well.

When he retires from his job as
an umpire, Barrett envisions trav-
eling around the country in an RV

visiting minor league ballparks so
he can spend time with the minor
league umpires, encouraging them
in their job and sharing the gospel.

For now, however, Barrett’s task
is in the big leagues. He tries to be
a witness to his fellow umpires, as
well as to players and coaches. Some
might consider him to be an umpire
who’s a Christian.

His pastor, however, considers
him to be a minister who’s also an
umpire. Every year, as Barrett pre-
pares for another season on the
road, his church family prays over
him and commissions him.

“We consider him a missionary,”
Bush said. “He’s our missionary to
the Major Leagues.”

“It bends
everything
that’s been in
the tradition of
umpiring for 100
years.”

Ted Barrett on adopting
a Christ-like attitude

in the high-emotion
career of major league
umpiring.

“HERE FOR A REASON”
Major League Baseball
umpire Ted Barrett and

a peer started “Calling

for Christ,” a Bible study
retreat held in December
for umpires. (BP photo by
Tim Ellsworth)
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