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Record Annie 
Armstrong gifts 
top $58 million 

Talladega, Ala. (BP)-Giving to 
the Annie Armstrong Easter Of­
fering for North American Mis­
sions topped $58 million for the 
first time ever in 2006, exceed­
ing last year' s goal by more than 
$2 million. 

Carlos Ferrer, the Southern 
Baptist North American Mission 
Board's interim executive vice 
president for missionary ser­
vices, shared the news with na­
tional and state Woman's Mis­
sionary Union leaders gathered 
for their board meeting in Talla­
dega,Ala. 

"Today, we want to express 
our gratitude to all Soutb­
ern Baptists who so generous­
ly shared their resources with 
us so even more can go to mis­
sions in North America," Ferrer 
told the group Jan. 15. "In addi­
tion, I want to tell our friends 
at WMU a Special thank you for 
everything you do each year to 
promote the offering. We know 
your support is critical to our 
success." 

The record offering came 
amid a year ofturmoil at NAMB 
that culminated last April with 
the resignation of embattled 
NAMB President Robert Rec­
cord. Roy Fish, a longtime evan­
gelism professor at Southwest­
ern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary, is serving as NAMB's inter­
im president and Kentucky Bap­
tist pastor Greg Faulls is chair­
ing the search team seeking 
Reccord's successor. 

Expandedresources 
Ferrer reported that because 

of the increased offering NAMB 
will be consulting with state 
convention partners to put ad­
ditional missions resources on 
the field in 2007. 

"We want you to know that 
every bit of this blessing will go 
directly to do the missions work 
so needed here on our conti­
nent," he said. "We are priv­
ileged at NAMB to be on the 
front lines of seeing God work 
through these resources." 

The Annie Armstrong Eas­
ter Offering accounts for 45 per­
cent of NAMB's annual budget. 
One hundred percent of AAEO 
gifts are used to jointly support 
more · than 5,000 missionaries· 
arid their ministries with state 
Baptist convention partners. 

The 2007 offering goal is 
$57 million. The offering will 
be promoted in Southern Bap­
tist churches in March begin­
ning with the Week of Prayer 
for North American Missions, 
March4-11. 

PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Convergence 

WHAT KATRINA LEFT Two members of Sojourn N&w Orleans, Zach Reuters and Danny Shivo, clean debris from a home in the 
Uptown distrief of New Orleans. Respirators prevent workers from inhaling unhealthy amounts of dust and mold and the suits help 
protect their skin. (Photos courtesy of Sojourn New Orleans) 

Kentuckian Ieads artists & engineers to serve in New Orleans 
By Dannah Prather ... ...-~ • · ..,...,.._, 
Partnerships Editor 

Louisviile-In 2005, like many Ken­
tucky Baptists, James Welch watched 
from the safety ofhis home as Hurri­
cane Katrina unleashed its wrath on 
the Gulf Coast. 

He feit compassion for survivors 
and prayed for them, but Welch said 
as volunteers mobilized for disaster 
relieftrips, he did not feel God lead­
ing him to participate. 

"It wasn't on my radar," he ac­
knowledged. 

A Southern Baptist Mission Ser­
vice Corps missionary and a mem­
ber of the pastoral team for Cross­
mg Church in Louisville, Welch al­
ready was busy sharing the gospel, 
teaching and counseling. He also 
was making plans to start a church 
in Vancouver, British Columbia, Can­
ada, in 2007. 

When Crossing Church began in 
2005, "our thinking always was to 
plant more churches," Welch said, 
referring to Lead Pastor Dustin Nee­
ley and other congregational lead­
ers. 

"Vancouver is very cool, hip, 
trendy and very unchurched," he 
said. As a "huge outdoors person," 
Welch said he was confident he 
would take to the hiking, biking, 
skiing culture like a duck to water, 
building relationships that eventu­
allywould form a congregation. 

He and his wife, Amy, and their 
three children were making plans 
for the move. Then one day, as he 
waswalkingdown Frankfort Avenue 

A PLACE FOR MUSIC Philip Wilson of Crossing Church in Louisville, missionary Amy 
Welch and Stephanie Screen of First Baptist Church of Kenner, La., perform during a 
celebration at Convergence, Sojourn New Orleans' community arts center. 

in Louisville, Welch said, "God real­
ly spoke to me. He said, 'Not Vancou­
ver, New Orleans."' 

Taking his family to live in a city 
still reeling from the worst natural 
disaster to hit the countrywas some­
thing Welch said he never would 
have expected God to ask of him. 
When he shared the new call with 
his wife, she responded, "On a scale 
of one to 10, I'm a one," indicating 
an almost complete lack of enthusi­
asm for the idea. 

"I talked to people I thought 
would say, 'That's a dumb deci­
sion,"' Welch noted. He said he was 
surprised by their responses. 

His father-in-law, a Texas Baptist 

who served on three post-Katrina 
mission trips, said, "A couple of 
weeks ago, I Started praying that God 
would send families to New Orleans. 
I never thought it would be you." 

After a week of prayer, Welch's 
wife told him, "I think God might be 
doing this." 

Neeley said at first he was "pretty 
surprised and shocked" when Welch 
shared the news. Crossing Church, a 
congregation that emerged from So­
journ Community Church, also in 
Louisville, was a mere nine months 
old and Welch was a vital part ofthe 
ministry. 

Like Amy Welch, Neeley devoted 
o See Kentuckian Ieads ... Page 3 
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Ridgecrest celebrates 100 years of ministry 
By Don Beehler 
Baptist Press 

Asheville, N.C. (BP)-Nestled in the 
Blue Ridge Mountains near Ashe­
ville, N.C., is a place many people 
are surprised to learn is not only 
one of the largest religious confer­
ence centers in the nation, but also 
is celebrating a century of ministry 
this year. 

From humble beginnings in a 
single log cabin, LifeWay Ridgecrest 
Conference Center has grown into 
a 1,300-acre campus with 90,000 
square feet of conference space and 
housing accommodations for more 
than 2,000 people. 

"Ridgecrest has been a center 
not only for inspiration and bless­
ing to people that live in western 
North Carolina, but to hundreds 
of thousands of people throughout 
the country," wrote Billy Graham in 
a Ietter commemorating the 100th 
anniversary. Graham was a frequent 
speaker at Ridgecrest, especially in 
the early years ofhis ministry. 

More than 3 million people have 
visited Ridgecrest, and that number 
continues to grow. 

"There are many thousands of 
pastors, missionaries and church 
staff members who can point to a 
moment at Ridgecrest when they 

MINISTRY MILESTONE Southern Bap­
tists' LifeWay Ridgecrest Conference 
Center has hosted more than 3 million 
guests in the past century. 

committed their lives to Christ or 
to vocational ministry," said Byron 
Hill, national director for LifeWay 
Conference Centers. "Marriages and 
entire families have been strength­
ened or transformed, and numerous 
laypersons have received training to 
better equip them for ministry." 

While Ridgecrest began as a re­
treat for Southern Baptists, in re­
cent years the conference center 
has drawn visitors from a variety of 
Christian denominations through­
out the nation. 

"There is a strong recognition 
that the Asheville area is a spiritu­
al center," noted Asheville Mayor 

Charles Worley, "and Ridgecrest has 
been a big part of tha t." 

A new hotel opening, a centen­
nial luncheon and a staff alumni 
reunion are among the events that 
will be held to commemorate the 
anniversary, which kicks off this 
month. 

Last summer, B&H Publishing 
Group released "Ridgecrest: A Cen­
tury of Spiritual Renewal," a 96-
page, fulkolor coffee table book 
that takes readers on a nostalgic 
journey that examines how genera­
tions of Southern Baptists and oth­
ers have had life-changing experi­
ences at Ridgecrest. 

In recent years, Ridgecrest has un­
dergone a revitalization planthat in­
cludes renovations and construction 
of new facilities for lodging, confer­
ence meetings and worship space. 

"While we continue to under­
go extensive revitalization efforts 
to ensure Ridgecrest remains an at­
tractive and relevant spiritual ha­
ven, the real story of Ridgecrest has 
always been- and always will be­
about people," Hill said. 

Ridgecrest is a ministry ofLife Way 
Christian Resources of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. For more in­
formation, visit www.lifeway.com/ 
ridgecrest. 

Arson suspected in two North Carolina church fires 
Greenville, N.C. (BP)-One of 

North Carolina's oldest Baptist 
church buildings suffered at least $1 
million in damages from a blaze set 
by suspected arsonists Jan. 13. 

Memorial Baptist Church in 
Greenville was one of two churches 
targeted in suspected arson attacks 
during the night. The other church, 
Unity Free Will Baptist. sustained 
about $40,000 in damages. 

At a third church, Oalanont 
Baptist, an apparent break-in was 
thwarted by an alarm. 

All three congregations are with­
in a mile of each other in Greenville, 
a city of about 65,000 people in east­
ern North Carolina. 

Oalanont hosted several hundred 
members of Memorial for a Sunday 
afternoon worship service the next 
day. 

"Certainly there are many mem-

Storm damages Missouri church. About half a dozen people 
were inside First Baptist Church ofWebb City, Mo., when a 
!arge part ofthe building's roof collapsed early Jan. 15 fol­
lowing an ice storm, but no one was injured. Capt. Steve 
Welch of the Webb City Fire Department told The Jop­
lin Globe that the steeple is down and the collapse affect­
ed much of the church's sanctuary. The church was hit 
by a powerful winter storm that killed dozens of people 
in six states and left about 330,000 homes and business­
es in Missouri without electricity, according to the Asso-
ciated Press. ' 

Cartledge resigns as N.C. editor. Tony Cartledge, editor 
of the North Carolina Biblical Recorder since 1999, has an­
nounced he willleave his postJuly 31 to join the faculty of 
Campbell University's divinity school in Buies Creek, N.C. 
Cartledge, 55, will serve as associate professor of Old Tes­
tament beginning in August. He taught Old Testament ad­
junctively at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
and Appalachian State University during the 1980s. Car­
tledge is a graduate of the University of Georgia, Duke 
University and Southeastern Seminary. He was pastor of 
churches in Georgia and North Carolina before becoming 
editor of the Biblical Recorder. 

ories that were made" in the dam­
aged church facilities, MemorialPas­
tor Rick McKinney told the gather­
ing, according to the Greenville Dai­
ly Reflector. "But those memories 
did not fall to the ground and end 
up in rubble." 

The blaze at Memorial claimed 
the church's educational wing 
and daycare area, built i~ the early 
1990s, as well as an older sanctuary 
built in the early 1970s. 

Memorial's main sanctuary sus­
tained major water darnage as fire­
fighters fought to contain the 
flames. The steeple was still stand­
ing, but was charred and deemed 
unsafe by fire officials. 

Four Greenville churches have 
affered their space for the church's 
daycare to use while the building is 
repaired. 

Memorial was founded in 1827 as 

Greenville Baptist Church with 23 
charter members. In 1829, it hosted 
the organizational meeting of the 
North Carolina Baptist Benevolent 
Society, the forerunner of the Bap­
tist State Convention of North Car­
olina. 

Memorial and Oakmont are 
aligned with both the Southern Bap­
tist Convention and the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship. Unity Church is 
affiliated with the National Associ­
ation ofFree Will Baptists. 

At Unity, the fire was contained 
to two classrooms in the church's 
education wing. 

In February 2006, arsonists de­
stroyed several Baptist churches in 
central Alabama over a two-week pe­
riod. Authorities later charged three 
college students with the crimes. 
With additional reporting by Associated 
Baptist Press 

Former Ky. minister sentenced to 
20 years for child sexual abuse 

Greenwood, Mo. (ABP)-In what 
has been described by investiga­
tors as Missouri's biggest clergy sex 
abuse to date, former Kentucky Bap­
tist minister Shawn Davies was sen­
tenced Jan. 12 to 20 years in prison 
for molesting children at First Bap­
tist Church ofGreenwood, Mo. 

Davies, a 33-year-old former mu­
sic and youth minister, was convict­
ed of 25 counts of abuse dating from 
2003. Charges included statutory 
sodomy, furnishing pornographic 
material to minors, supplying Iiquor 
to minors, sexual misconduct with 
a child under the age of 14, use of a 
child in sexual performance and en­
dangering the welfare. of a child. 

Under a plea-bargain deal. Davies 
will serve the 20 years as concurrent 
sentences for crimes committed in 
Missouri and Kentucky. 

Davies was earlier convicted of 

molesting children at three Ken­
tucky Baptist churches. 

A sheriffs office in Kentucky be­
·gan investigating Davies in 2001 af­
ter a boy told deputies his youth 
minister had shown him porno­
graphic movies. 

Police started the Missouri inves­
tigation in July 2005 after another 
boy came forward with charges of 
sexual molestation. A total of seven 
boys connected with the Greenwood 
church were abused, according to 
Greenwood detective Robert Leslie. 
He said at least 13 victims have come 
forward with allegations, including 
children in Missouri, Kentucky and 
Michigan. 

None ofthe victims were present 
at the sentencing, but Leslie said Da­
vies apologized to some of the vic­
tims' parents who werein the court­
room. 
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Belmont officials 
subpoena church 
records in suit 
By Lonnie Wilkey 
Tennessee Baptist and Ref/ector 

Brentwood, Tenn. (ABP)-Bel­
mont University has subpoe­
naed giving records from 100 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 
churches in an ongoing legal 
dispute with the convention 
over control of the school's as­
sets. 

The subpoena asks for re­
cords on churches' giving to the 
Cooperative Program between 
1951, when the school became 
affiliated with the convention, 
and 2005, when Belmont trust­
ees removed the school from 
convention control. 

In a Jan. 3 Ietter accompa­
nying the subpoenas, Belmont 
trustee chairman Marty Dick­
ens asked if, "in making those 
gifts, the churches knew about 
or relied upon the 1951 docu­
ment that is the focus of the 
(TBC) Executive Board's Iawsuit 
against Belmont." 

The reference was to a once­
forgotten document conven­
tion offleials are relying on 
in the suit, filed last year. The 
agreement says that, should the 
school ever remove itself from 
convention control, it would 
owe the convention for all the 
CP funds it has received. 

Belmont representatives 
have said the agreement has 
been superseded by at least two 
other documents and is no Ion­
ger effective. 

Convention Ieaders respond­
ed to the Belmont action in 
a three-page Ietter that was 
mailed to churches across the 
state on Jan. 12. 

The TBC response was signed 
by Executive Director James 
Porch and Clay Austin, pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Blount­
ville, and chairman of a con­
vention committee that has 
been studying the Belmont sit­
uation. 

The Ietter said: "During 2005 
Belmont University acted toter­
minate its affiliated relation­
ship with the Tennessee Bap­
tist Convention through a char­
ter change. The Executive Board 
and TBC did not want to have to 
initiate Iitigation against Bel­
mont and, to that end, tried 
for many months to persuade 
Belmont to honor the promise 
it made to Tennessee Baptists 
in 1951." 

In the Belmont Ietter, Dick­
ens noted the request for infor­
mationwas "necessitated bythe 
Iawsuit filed against Belmont by 
the Executive Board." 

Porch and Austin countered 
that "the unfortunate reality is 
that the information sought by 
the subpoenas is irrelevant to 
the lawsuit. None ofthe church­
es are parties to the Repayment 
Agreement. Furthermore, the 
Executive Board is seeking re­
payment of Cooperative Pro­
gram funds only, not funds con­
tributed by churches directly to 
or for the benefit ofBelmont." 

~ 
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Kentuckian Ieads volunteer effort to impact New Orleans I 

Continued from page 1 
a week of prayer to the matter and 
found he was ready "to get on board 
with what God was doing." 

Two other Crossing members, 
Travis Fleming and Jenny Hender­
son announced they felt led to join 
the Welches. 

"Even though we have a plan, 
God has a perfect plan," Neeley said. 
"I need to cooperate .... At the end 
of the day, it's God's Kingdom, not 
Crossing's kingdom." 

Crossing commissioned the 
Welches, Fleming and Henderson to 
their new place of service. The min­
istry was named Sojourn New Or­
leans. 

Since launehing Sojourn New Or­
leans, Crossing, which draws about 
115 people to worship each week, 
already has commissioned another 
church starter to Cleveland. Neeley 
said while the church-planting ef­
forts take away resources and peo­
ple from Crossing's Louisville minis­
try, "I don't think God would shut a 
church down because they gave too 
much to missions." 

"Who can we relate to?" 
Finding a location for the New 

Orleans mission was a task Welch 
did not rush. The city covers near­
ly 4,200 square miles and he want­
ed to find the place God had select­
ed forthem. 

"We asked ourselves, 'Where are 
the people who are sleeping in New 
Orleans tonight? Where are the peo­
ple who are living here, eating here? 
Who can we relate to?'" 

The answer was Uptown, located 
in the historic district near the Mis­
sissippi River. It is home to restau­
rants, art gallefies and other shops. 
"It's the largest population corri­
dor of New Orleans, pre- or post-Ka­
trina," Welch said. "A large number 
of homes received no fl.ood darnage 
but had wind and rain damage." 

Uptown is a unique district in 
a unique city, Welch said. "You've 
got the urban poor and some of the 
most affluent people in the south-

READY TO WORK Volunteers from Crossing Church in Louisville pose before starting 
work an a New Orleans home damaged by Hurricane Katrina. The Louisville church 
commissioned James Welch (center back, in dark T-shirt) and his wife, Amy, to start 
a new congregation in the Uptown district of New Orleans. 

ern U.S." 
As word spread through Bap­

tist circles in Kentucky and beyond, 
more men and women joined the 
team. Some had been displaced by 
Katrina and now were ready to re­
turn home, Welch noted. 

As members ofthe ministry team 
moved, or returned, to the Crescent 
City, Welch said they took time to 
get to know their mission field, and 
to "figure out who we are and how 
we can share the gospel- share re­
demption-with this culture." 

Missionaries listened to residents' 
stories about surviving Katrina. "We 
were just an ear and a shoulder" for 
people still grieving their city's dev­
astation, he said. 

The 25-member team has "lots of 
artists and musicians and some en­
gineers and contractors," Welch add­
ed. With the unique blend of exper­
tise, "we decided we wanted to do 
a couple of things really well: gut 
houses and start an arts center." 

"Gutting" water-damaged hous­
es usually involves removing ev­
erything except the framing, out­
er walls, roof and fl.oor. Framing is 
cleaned with a bleach solution to 

kill mold, then it must dry before 
new walls can be installed. 

The gu tting ministry serves home­
owners and provides a way for oth­
er residents to help their neighbors. 
"Some locals didn't have an avenue 
through which to help" after Ka­
trina, Welch explained. 

Ministry in "arts epicenter" 
The intersection ofNapoleon and 

Magazine streets is the "arts epicen­
ter" in Uptown, Welch said. It also 
is the location of Convergence, the 
ministry's community arts center 
which will be launched officially in 
March. 

The storefront will display works 
by local artists as well as the artists 
from the ministry team. It also will 
be a place where musicians can per­
form. 

Regular times of Bible study and 
worship may begin at Convergence 
as early as this fall, Welch said. Until 
then, he said he hopes Uptown resi­
dents come to know the missionar­
ies as "people ofpeace." 

"Peace is something that gives 
you a- sense of calm in the midst of 
confl.ict," he said. "We believe that 

MSC offers ministry opportunities 
louisville-Eric Allen, director of mission service and 

ministries for the Kentucky Baptist Convention, assists 150 
Mission Service Corps missionaries serving in Kentucky- a 
task he describes as humbling. 

"They feel so compelled to do this, it's a blessing of ours 
to assist them in their calling," he said. 

Southern Baptist Mission Service Corps missionaries are 
self-funded workers who devote their own money or private­
ly raise funds to support their ministries. Training, supervi­
sion, prayer support and other assistance comes from state 
Baptist conventions, the Southern Baptist North American 
Mission Board and other Baptist organizations. 

Now in New Orleans, James Welch previously served in 
Louisville as an MSC church-starting missionary. "Here's a 
man who could have had a salaried position with the North 
American Mission Board," Allen noted, "but he chose not 
to because he had such a positive experience with MSC, he 
wanted to stay under that umbrella." 

Welch has a gift for forming ministry partnerships, Al­
len added. In addition to Crossing Church, the Louisville 
congregation that commissioned Welch and his family 
to New Orleans, Vine Street Baptist Church in Louisville; 
Crestwood Baptist Church in Oldham County; First Baptist 
Church of Kenner, La.; and the Louisiana Baptist Conven­
tion are supporting the project. 

The second aspect ofWelch's project is opening a com­
munity arts center, an undertaking Allen said he finds in­
triguing. 

Christians "have to use every means that we can to con­
nect with people," he explained. "It's only through out con­
nections with people that we are given the opportunity to 
share our faith. Someone who would set up a church and 
preach the Word of God-as effective as that might be­
probably won't reach the same people that James is going 
to reach." 

Allen said he hopes the creativity of MSC missionar­
ies such as Welch will rub off on other Kentucky Baptists. 
"There are opportunities for service in ministry that many 
people have not even thought about," he said. "I encourage 
(Kentucky Baptists) to consider how God has equipped them 
to serve, and after they've thought about that, ask Hirn how 
theywill do that." 

To learn more about Mission Service Corps, contact 
KBC's mission service and ministries department at (866) 
489-3530, or visit KBC's Web site at www.kybaptist.org. 

'something' is Jesus Christ." 
For details on how to partin­

pate in Sojourn New Orleans, con­
tact James Welcl1 by e-mail at james 
welch01@yahoo.com or by phone at 
(504) 259-4226. 

Growing Eubank congregation seeking to meet community needs 
By Shirley Cox 
State Correspondent 

Eubank-Eubank Baptist Church 
made a point to clearly refl.ect the 
love of Jesus during last month's 
Christrnas celebration. But the grow­
ing congregation also refl.ects that 
same message throughout the year. 

During the church's monthly 
food distribution prior to Christrnas, 
a longline of people stretched across 
the parking lotoutside the church's 
new educational building. One man 
in line hobbled along on crutches. 
An elderly woman stooped over a 
walker. 

By noon that day, church mem­
bers had filled 153 boxes and baskets 
with fresh fruits, vegetables, cereal, 
Spaghetti, ham and fresh bread. The 
night before, the church gave away 
82 food baskets and 45 fruit baskets. 

"We can meet spiritual needs 
but we also work to meet the physi­
cal and emotional needs ofpeople," 
said Shelby Reynolds who has been 
pastor of Eubank Baptist Church 
sinceJanuary 2001. 

When he was called as pastor, the 
average Sunday school attendance 

was 70 and 100 people attended wor­
ship. Shelby, a bivocational pastor, 
also worked as an instructional Su­
pervisor for the Rockcastle County 
School System. When the church be­
gan to grow rapidly, he retired ear­
ly to serve full-time as pastor. Today, 
Sunday school average attendance is 
230 and worship service attendance 
is 300. 

Eubank Church has responded 
to the rapid growth by enlarging its 
sanctuary to seat 450 people. The 
congregation also recently complet­
ed a 15,00G-square-foot education­
al facility with 19 classrooms and a 
!arge multi-purpose room. 

Seeking God's direction 
Shelby credits the church's 

growth to seeking God's direction. 
"The church was ready-hun­

gry for a movement," he noted. 
"We formed 'Experiencing God' 
weekends that were revolutionary 
and studied 'The Purpose Driven 
Church.' We believe if you are go­
ing to be a strong church, you have 
to be strong in the areas of evange­
lism, ministry, worship, discipleship 

and fellowship. 
"The church also began send­

ing out 'Grow' teams on Monday 
nights," he added. "It is a matter of 
people looking to the Lord and get­
ting out of our comfort zones." 

Located in a low-income area 
where the majority of students qual­
ify for free or reduced lunches, Eu­
bank Baptist Church began to work 
with area schools to identify fami­
lies with financial needs. Youth pas­
tor Ryan Coffey led studies on pover­
ty in the Eubank area and other Ken­
tucky counties, asking the youth 
tough questions such as: "How does 
poverty affect people?" "What can 
you do to break the cycle?" 

More than a year ago, the church 
began to minister to families by 
opening a food pantry which grad­
ually developed into a monthly food 
distribution program. The food pri­
marily is from the U.S. government 
or is purchased from God's Food 
Pantry or Save-A-Lot at reduced pric­
es. Four area schools help by holding 
food drives. 

Church members Bill and Penny 
Jones and Geor~e ?nd Judy Russen 

hau! in !arge shipments of food in 
covered trailers and other members 
set up the food for distribution. Food 
also is available for pick-up or deliv­
ery from the church's pantry during 
theweek. 

Upward attracts families 
The church also reaches out to 

the community through an Up­
ward Basketball program held at a 
local school gyn1. "We gained six to 
eight families from this program 
last year," Shelby noted. "The pro­
gram has enrolled 95 children this 
year. We are also considering Up­
ward Archery." 

As Eubank Baptist Church moves 
forward, Shelby said the congrega­
tion continues to seek God's direc­
tion. 

"God has surely been at work in 
the Eubank area," Shelby declared. 
"The people of the church have 
looked to see where God is at work 
and they have been very willing 
to join Hirn. The future Iooks very 
bright for Eubank Baptist because 

· God is so awesome and the focus is 
to serve the people He loves.'' 

3 
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Will Christian revolutionaries make a difference? 
By Erich Bridges 

Richmond, Va. (BP)-I wouldn't 
want George Barna tradcing how 
well I keep my New Year's resolu­
tions. 

pects His people to become holy. 
• Most American adults surveyed 

actively related to a church youth 
group at some point in their teens, 

But I probably need 
the reality check he 
would provide. 

COMMENTARY 
but bad "disengaged 
from organized reli­
gion" during their 20s. 

Barna, the Christian pollster and 
researcher, periodically exposes the 
wishful thinking and self-delusion 
many professing Christians in Amer­
ica practice. He does so by holding 
up a statistical mirror to what we 
say we believ~and how we actual­
ly live. 

It isn't a pretty picture, but we 
need to look at it. His findings have 
major implications for all aspects of 
American church life, including mis­
sions. 

In an end-of-year look back at bis 
organization's research, Barna se­
lected what he considers the most 
significant findings for 2006 They 
include: 

• Large majorities of the Amer­
ican public consider . themselves 
"deeply spiritual" and say their faith 
is "very important." Yet only 15 per­
cent of regular churchgoers rank 
their relationship with God as the 
top priority in their lives. 

•The "vast majority" of profess­
ing believers no Ionger understand 
personal holiness as a basic Chris­
tian virtue. If they do, relatively few 
think it is attainable. Only 21 per­
cent of adults consider themselves 
holy. Only 35 percent think God ex-

End capital punishment 

•A comparison of Americans' 
faith before and after the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks showed that five 
years later, no statistically signifi­
cant change bad occurred in key ar­
eas such as religious behaviors, be­
liefs and spiritual commitment. 

It's a discouraging analysis ofthe 
mile-wide, inch-deep Iandscape of 
American Christianity. But wait­
there's more. 

Barna also identifies a growing 
movement of what he calls "Chris­
tian Revolutionaries"-believers who 
demonstrate much higher commit­
ment to group worship, personal 
spiritual growth, Bible study and 
biblical beliefs, community minis­
try, evangelism and financial invest­
ment in Christian work. 

Even more than self-professed 
"born-again" or "evangelical" beUeV:­
ers, "revolutionaries" have a clear 
sense of meaning and purpose; con­
sider their relationship with God 
the top priority in their life; strive 
to love Hirn with all their hearts; be­
lieve they will spend eternity with 
Hirn only because they have con­
fessed their sins and accepted Christ 
as personal Savior; and have made 
a personal commitment to Christ 
as Lord. 

posed the question: "What would 
Jesus do?" I wonder how many of 

One of the most significant ques­
tions, however, is how-and where­
this cohort of committed believers 
will practice their faith in the fu­
ture. Barna sees them embracing 
diverse forms of leadership, fellow­
ship and worship, including the rap­
idly expanding network of house 
churches. They will place more em­
phasis on "Iifestyle affinities" and 
less on denomination, more empha­
sis on relationships and experiences 
and less on doctrine. 

And they will make much greater 
use of new media technologies both 

Foundation offers 
giving options for 
ministry support 
By laurie Valentine 

Using ·the Kentucky Baptist 
Foundation to accomplish your 

t? understand and express their be- · 11 .Z'?'!~ hefs. 

legacy giving ob­
jectives can ben­
efit both you 
and the Baptist 
causes you wish 
to support. 

Barna also expects the chasm be­ The Ken­
tween committed and casual believ- IQ.a ' ' • • I I 11 

ers to widen. He raises two key ques­
tions for all of us, whether or not 
we're revolutionary: 

tucky Baptist 
Foundation is the only agency 
of the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention that can receive legacy 
gifts for the support of all Ken­
tucky Baptist and Southern Bap­
tist causes. As a "member ofthe 
family," the Foundation has a 
special appreciation and affec­
tion for the mission and min­
istry of the causes that will be 
supported through your gifts. 
This connection assures you, 
as the giver, the Foundation 
has each cause's best interests 
in mind as it manages the gifts 
madeforthat cause's benefit. 

• Will these trends ultimately 
lead to the collapse of American 
Christian denominations as we 
lmow them-or to renewal in new 
forms and expressions? 

•Will the revolutionaries lead a 
return to biblical faith in American 
Christianity-or fall into conflicts 
and heresies through lack of com­
mitment to doctrine? 

I have a third question: 
•Will the revolutionaries partic­

ipate in cross-cultural missions, and 
if so, how will they organize them­
selves to do it? 

Those are questions that deserve 
careful consideration and thought­
ful answers as we look to the future. 
Erich Bridges is senior writer for the Southern 
Baptist International Mission Board 

ing qualities for the victim or the 
executioners. 

I read with interest that our 
Southern Baptist Convention Iead­
ers think it was a good thing to ex­
ecute Saddam Hussein, quoting the 
Bible to prove their point. Seems 
like I remember that some people 
quoted the Bible to try to prove Je­
sus wrong in His day. 

our religious Ieaders ask 
that question. 

You can easily see from 
Hussein's executioners 
that their motive was re­
venge. Many countries 
in the world have aban­
doned capital punish­

-• 
We need to follow the 

example of much of the 
civilized world and aban­
don capital punishment. 
Remember what Jesus 
said about the eye for an 
eye and tooth for a tooth 
doctrine. 

Many donors want to pro­
vide support to more than one 
cause and realize that dividing 
their gift might result in low­
er total support. A single trust 
or endowment fund can be set 
up with the Kentucky Baptist 
Foundation to provide support 
to more than one Baptist cause. 
This can result in more consis­
tent levels of support for all­
each cause will have the benefit 
of the same level of investment 
management services and the 
economies of centralized fund 
management. 

Setting up the Kentucky Bap­
tist Foundation as the manager 
of your gift assures the causes 
you want to support are left to 
do what they were called to do­
missions, Christian education, 
child care, evangelism, disas­
ter relief, etc. You relieve their 
board, trustees andfor staff 
from day-to-day investment re­
search, analysis, decision-mak­
ing, transacting and reporting, 
and place those responsibilities 
with the organization whose 
purpose is to provide compe­
tent, prudent financial manage­
ment for the causes designated 
by its donors. 

I once read Charles Sheldon's 
book titled "In His Steps" that 

ment. It only serves to satisty our 
desire for revenge. It has no redeem-

Kentucky Baptist evangelism emphasis 
One of the primary goals of Ken­

tucky Baptists Connect is to increase 
baptisms in our state. It is my prayer 
that God will enable us to 
break the 20,000 barrier in 
2006-{)7. 

This is a very challeng­
ing goal. While all of the 
Ann ual Ch ur eh Profile 
forms for 2005-{)6 have not 
yet been received, there is 
a strong indication that 
baptisms may have actual­
ly declined from the previ­

present from the North American 
Mission Board and LifeWay Chris­
tian Resources to support the associ­

ational strategies. 
Ross Rauscher, the new 

KBC evangelism growth 
team leader, is prepared to 
provide support and train­
ing for associational strate­
gies, along with KBC minis­
try departments. 

ous year when 17,395 bap­ Bill Mackey 
tisms were recorded. If the 
churches are to experience a signifi­
cant increase in baptisms, divine in­
tervention will be required. 

Just prior to that gath­
ering, KBC staff members 
will be dealing with this 
issue during their annu­
al staff retreat Jan. 31. The 

Your Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion Mission Board staff and associ­
ational directors of mission are tak­
ing this goal very seriously and are 
working together to develop ways 
to help every church be all that God 
wants it tobe in the area of evange­
lism. 

The KBC staff and directors of 
missions will be meeting together 
Feb. 8-9 to focus on what can be done 
through associations to increase 
baptisms. Representatives w}Jl be 

focus of staff will be on seeking an­
swers to the question, "What will it 
take for Kentucky Baptists to expe­
rience a significant increase in bap­
tisms?" The staff is seeking God's 
guidance to answer that question 
organizationally, professionally and 
personally. 

I am excited about the opportu­
nity for creative ideas to surface, as 
well as ways to focus current plans 
and training events. Each staff team 
will identity specific ideas to imple­
ment during 2007 and will report 
on what God is doing during staff 
forums throughout the year. 

Joseph H. Sca/f Jr. 
Danville 

Piease join with mein prayer for 
these strategic planning events. Each 
group will spend time in prayer Seek­
ing the direction and blessing ofGod. 
It is urgent that every church mem­
ber joins us in praying for these con­
cerns, and especially that baptisms 
might increase in every church. 

Evangelism is for every church 
and every Christian because: 

• Every church member can be in­
volved in inviting people to church 
and building unity in !:he congre­
gation that provides a great atmo­
sphere for people to come to faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

• Every member can learn to 
share the gospel through his or her 
personal testimony. 

•Every church member can 
be involved in servant evangelism 
through various ministries with a 
focus on reaching and developing 
people. (For me, the best way to get 
involved through my church is the 
FAITII Sunday school evangelism 
program.) 

• Every church and member can 
be intentional about praying to the 
Lord of the Harvest and implement­
ing the Great Commission (Matthew 
9:38). 
Bill Mackey is executive director of the · 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

The board and staff of the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation 
have a sincere desire to help 
each Kentucky Baptist deter­
mine how they can practice 
their Christian financial stew­
ardship at a deeper level. This 
desire is reflected in the variety 
of legacy gift plans offered and 
the ability of the Foundation to 
accept gifts of any size. 

Contact our president, Bar­
ry Allen, or me toll-free at (866) 
489-3533 and let us show you 
how you can make a Iasting dif­
ference for the cause of Christ 
in our world. 

Laurie Valentine is trust counsel for the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation 
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Seeking help to address ADD 
can reveal needed resources 
Q: I struggle in all areas of life, from trying to get 
an education to maintaining serious relationships. I 
suspect I might have Attention Deficit Disorder. Where 
can I turn for help? 

Many people struggle through school, jobs and relation­
ships because of a disordersuch as ADD. 

First, seek out a qualified PhD psychel­SINGLES 
ogist in your area who can test you for 

ADD. Your psychelogist will recommend a plan of action 
that might include medicine. For that, you 
could be networked to a medical doctor. 

Also, since this involves a body/mind 
connection, it likely will include a plan of 
action that addresses your preferred style 
oflearning induding the following sugges­
tions from Patricia Anstett of the Detroit 
Free Press: 

• Choose a planner for your classes and other responsi­
bilities. Make it color-coded. Put "to do" lists on one side, 
"accomplished" on the other. 

• Use Post-it Notes in the most prominent places to re­
mind you ofwhat needs tobe done. 

• Do projects as much as possible according to your nat­
ural bursts of energy; for example, in 20-minute blocks with 
10-minute breaks. Relax or exercise during the breaks. 

• Review lists daily and weekly. 
• Keep a large calendar or white board in a prominent 

area to remind you oftasks. 
• Discern with others' help whether you work betterwith 

bad<ground noise or in silence and proceed accordingly. 
Ancient wisdom says "know thyself." Once you knowyour 

"givens" such as ADD, you can strategically arrange your life 
to match the challenges. Check out www.add.org and the 
book, "Driven to Distraction" by Halloweiland Ratey. 

Remernher what God says about you: You are "fearfully 
and wonderfully made" (Psalm 139). Accept the uniqueness 
that is you. Seeyour unique style as part ofyour gift, and do 
all for the glory of God.-]ames Stillweil 

Q: ln a textbook l'm reading for a class, there is a 
section on marriage myths (Tweedell & Riggs, 2006) 
which include: 

1. My spouse will meet all my needs. 
2. Marriage will give me an identity. 
3. Marriage will make me feel good about myself. 
4. Good marriages just come "naturally." 
5. Togetherness is the same as closeness and 

intimacy. 
6. Couples who really Iove each other will not have 

conflict. 
My wife and I have struggled with the first and the 

last of these myths. How can we overcome these false 
expectations? 

Thank you for sharing these myths about marriage. For 
many couples, there arehigh expectations for the marriage 

MARRIAGE 
relationship, some ofwhich are unre­
alistic, even unfair. 

It is clear to see from the list that 
the first three myths need to be directed toward God. God 
is the only one who can meet all of our needs. God is the 
source for knowing our true identity. God also is the source 
for determining what we believe about ourselves. Certainly 
God can use our spouse to meet some of our needs, but God 
also can use friends, family, co-workers and church family 
to help meet needs as weiL 

Good marriages require work. Some ofthat work is learn­
ing to engage your partner. Simply being in the same room 
together or being around each other does not create intima­
cy. It takes engaging your spouse and connecting with him 
or her to accomplish that. 

These myths can help couples assess , their beliefs and 
expectations about martiage and perhaps adjust them as 
needed. May God continue to use your learning to help you 
and your wife grow in your marriage.-Valerie Vincent 

Family Forum writers are: 
Oavid Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist 

Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org. 
James Stillwe/1, minister to singles at lmmanuel Baptist Church 

in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex. arg. 
Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in 

Louisvil/e. E-mail: dr. vincent@insightbb.com. 
Scott Wigginton, associate professor of pastoral ministries and 

counseling at Campbellsville University. E-mail: sewigginton 
@campbellsville. edu. 

Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 
43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net. 
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Are diverse Bapti.st groups open to unity? 
Occasionally, a new product hits the market with much more effective if organizers had sought to enlist 

a good basic concept and content but the packaging Southern Baptists, conservatives and Republicans be­
isn't quite right. That appears tobe the case with the fore publicizing the event-not after. 
proposed "Celebration of a New Baptist Covenant" un- But the Covenant organizers aren't the only ones 
veiledjan. 9attheCarterCenterinAtlanta. U.d.i.il.iilW who feil short in their initial efforts. South-

According to press reports, Ieaders from 
40 Baptist organizations in the U.S. and Cana­
da are joining with former Presidents Jimmy 
Carter and Bill Clinton to hold a gathering 
early next year designed to highlight com­
mon Baptist goals. 

While seeking to promote unity in Baptist 
life is a worthy goal, among event organizers' 
missteps was failing to invite Ieaders of the 
Southern Baptist Convention to participate 

ern Baptist Ieaders, as expected, took a dirn 
view ofthe proposal. 

SEC President Frank Page took issue with 
Underwood's clairn that "North America des­
perately needs a true Baptist witness." 

in this month's announcement. It's virtual- 1l . H d 
l . 'bl ffi . 1 h . . renms en erson y 1mposs1 e to e ecuve y c ampwn Bapust 

Viewing the staternen.t as an affront to the 
SEC, Page responded, "Instead of engaging in 
a war ofwords, let's do a reality check. Word 
garnes are fine, but reality says Southern Bap­
tists are presenting a positive life-changing 
rnessage, impacting our culture with our 
rninistries and sharing the good news of Je­

harmony when the nation's largest Baptist denomina­
tion isn't even affered a seat at the table. 

Granted, it's extremely doubtful that SEC Ieaders 
would have accepted an invitation to the event, but 
such an overture would have placed the choice square­
ly on the shoulders ofSBC officials rather than coming 
across as a snub against them. 

Covenant organizers claim the omissionwas due to 
the fact that participants were from groups affi.liated 
with the North American Baptist Fellowship, a region­
al arm of the Baptist World Alliance. But that sounds 
a lot more like a convenient excuse than a legitirnate 
reason. 

Carter and other Covenant Ieaders indicated SEC 
Ieaders are welcorne to participate in the ]an. 30-Feb. 1, 
2008, gathering. But again, the belated gesture likely is 
too little, too late. 

Another obvious hurdle is having two Dernocrat­
ic forrner presidents as spokesrnen for the proposal. 
While Carter has earned his stripes as a cornrnitted 
Baptist layrnan through his service as a deacon, Sun­
day school teacher and Habitat for Hurnanity volun­
teer, he also has distanced hirnself from the SEC in re­
cent years. Larnenting the SBC's "creedal" direction, 
Carter announced in 2000 that "I can no Ionger be as­
sociated with the Southern Baptist Convention." 

As for Clinton, the sad reality is that his past rnor­
al failures rnake it difficult for rnany observers to view 
hirn as a compelling faith Ieader for the 21st century. 

Bill Underwood, president ofMercer University, em­
phasized that Carter and Clinton were not speaking 
in their roles as politicalleaders or Dernocrats, but as 
Baptist Christians. Of course, the fact that he feit the 
need to rnake such a distinction indicates that rnany 
people will view their involvernent as politicalleaders 
and Democrats. 

Aclmowledging that enlisting rnore conservatives 
and rnore Republicans will be important to the effort's 
success, Underwood added, "We anticipate that there 
will be other Baptists who participate in this endeavor 
who happen also to be Baptists but also happen to be 
Republicans." Once again, the kickoffwould have been 

Measuring the worth of a year 

sus Christ." 
· While Southem Baptists can point to rnany success­

ful rninistry efforts, the fact rernains that we can accom­
plish even rnore for the sake ofGod's Kingdorn by part­
nering with fellow Baptists throughout the nation. 

Morris Chaprnan, president of the SEC Executive 
Cornrnittee, disrnissed Carter as "one ofthe rnost vocal 
critics ofSouthern Baptists." 

Citing the SBC's role in addressing world hunger 
and other social needs, Chaprnan added, "The great 
difference in our approach frorn liberals isthat in rnin­
istering to the body, we do not neglect the needs ofthe 
soul." 

While it rnight be easy for SEC Ieaders to find fault 
with the proposed New Baptist Covenant and its 
spokesrnen, true Christian statesrnanship finds ways to 
rnove beyond defensive rhetoric and ernbrace the posi­
tives available in the proposal. 

For starters, dozens of Ieaders frorn 40 Baptist or­
ganizations carne tagether to tackle such vital issues 
as racisrn, AIDS, poverty, evangelisrn and religious lib­
erty. Among the participants were Ieaders of the na­
tion's four predorninantly African-American National 
Baptist conventions as weil as Ieaders ofU.S.-based His­
panic, Japanese, Laotian and Russian-Ukrainian Bap­
tist groups. 

Despite the SBC's much-publicized differences with 
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship and Baptist World 
Alliance, Southern Baptist Ieaders should be active­
ly seeking dialogue with our black, Hispanic and oth­
er ethnic brothers and sisters in Christ as weil as with 
Baptist groups the SEC has been at odds with in recent 
years. 

According to Carter, arnong the group's key goals 
is to "recert:ifY our comrnon faith without regard to 
race, ethnicity, partisanship and geography." Those 
are goals worthy of setting aside differences to pursue. 

The bottorn line is that seeking Baptist unity is 
a God-honoring goal. What an incredible witness it 
would be for all Baptists to find ways to dialogue and 
cooperate in Christian love. It's the right concept and 
the right content, regardless ofthe packaging. 

• Have I positioned myselfto even 
greater heights in 2007? 

By Henry Blackaby 
Atlanta (BP)-Life is very short, at 

best. It passes quickly, and it is uncer­

• What consequences have result­
ed in my life, and the lives of others, 
from the decisions I made? 

If you answered "No" or 'Tm not 
sure" to any ofthese questions, then 
you need to ask yourself, "Why?" 

tain at all tim es. 
"It is even a vapor 

that appears for a lit­

' • Did I learn through 
tragedy? FIRST PERSON 

tle time and then vanishes away" 
Uames 4:14). 

Like the years before, 2006 passed 
very quiddy. Did you tal<e time to 
take a careful and thorough invento­
ry of not only the events of the year, 
but how you lived your life through 
those events? If not, take the time 
to rneditate on the following ques­
tions: 

• Did I gain a heart of wisdom as I 
passed through the year 2006? 

• Am I a better person? 
•Am I a wiser person? 

• Did I invest in the 
lives of others? 

,-Was I a good .steward of what 
came to me in 2006? 

• Have I gained a maturity toward 
Chri~tlil<~ness? 

• Did I gain a greater knowledge 
ofGod through the Scriptures? 

• Did my prayer life grow deeper 
with God? 

• Did I clearly help rny church? 
• Did I become more effective as a 

Christian in my workplace? 
•Am 1 walking more confidently 

in God's will for rny life? 

Do you need to rernove sinful ha!r 
its from your life? If so, ask God to 
remove those. Or perhaps you have 
broken relationships. Ask Hirn to 
forgive your transgressiohs against 
others. Or, if necessary, ask Him to 
place within you a heart of forgive­
ness toward those who have sinned 
against you. 

In 2007 be inspired to be God's 
best. Be determined that all of the 
questions posed here will be an­
swered this time next year with an 
emphatic and resounding "Yes!" 
Henry 81ackaby, author of "Experiencing 
God," is the faunder ot 81ackaby Ministries 
International in Atlanta 
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Genealogy buff's hobby honors pioneer Kentucky pastor 

TRIBUTE Gary Tunget 
and his wife, Mary 
Lisa, pose next to the 
monument Tunget erected 
at Buck Creek Baptist 
Church in honor of 19th 
century Kentucky Baptist 
pastor Thomas Downs. 
(Owensboro Messenger­
lnquirer photo by John 
Dunham) 

By Karen Owen 
Owensboro Messenger-lnquirer 

Calhoun- Some people play golf 
for a hobby. Gary Tunget erects 
tombstones. 

Tunget, 50, of Owensboro recent­
ly completed one of his most ambi­
tious projects by erecting a monu­
ment at Buck Creek Baptist Church 
in honor of Pastor Thomas Downs. 

The slab is almost five feet tall 
and stands along U.S. 431, not far 
from Downs' burial site at Nuckols. 

Downs, who died in 1850, was 
a preacher and farmer lmown for 
traveling long distances across the 
Green River region, often on foot, 
to preach. He Started several of the 
oldest Baptist churches in Daviess 
County. 

"Everybody was in favor of (the 
monument)," said Marshall Hat­
field, deacon chairman · at Bud< 
Creek Church. Downs was "the one 
that organized the church. It's sort 
of an honor for Buck Creek Church 
to have it out there." 

Tunget owns Gary's Fleur de Lis 
florist shop in Owensboro but says 
he would pursue his tombstone hob­
by full-time ifhe could. 

"It doesn't pay that weil," he not­
ed, adding that "I can't lift these 
things like I used to." 

Tunget has erected about 30 
tombstones or monuments in the 
past 16 years or so and has repaired 
others. 

'Tve placed stone in the most ob­
scure places people will never see," 
he said. 

"It's turned into a hobby that 
makes a lot of people happy," said 
Edith Bennett, a fellow genealogy 
buffwho was involved in the Downs 
project. 

Tunget was drawn into his pas­
time by researching his family tree. 
He learned that many of his an­
cestors rested in unmarked graves 
or their monuments bad been de­
stroyed. 

Since then, he has attended res­
toration classes offered by the Indi­
ana Historical Society and plans to 
attend more. 

His hobby probably isn't any 
more expensive that golf or owning 
a boat, Tunget said. "I have no chil-

f'erence 
eaders-

FREE! 
No registration 

necessary! 

Childcare available for children birth 
through preschool. 

CaH Wendy Dever at 502-489-3357 
or 866-489-3357 for reservations. 

Kentucky Baptist 
Evangelism Conference 

dren to leave this to," he said, look­
ing around his florist shop. "It gives 
me great satisfaction to do it." 

When he finishes a project and 
is leaving a cemetery, he thinks of 
the "great cloud ofwitnesses" men­
tioned in the Bible, those who have 
gone on before and are watehing 
the living. "They may be saying, 'You 
put it in the wrong place,"' Tunget 
quipped. 

Local Baptists, including Wen­
deli Rone, a Baptist historian, began 
discussing the Downs project sever­
al years ago. Rone died in 2003, but 
Bennett, his sister, revived the issue 
with Daviess-McLean Baptist Associ­
ation. 

Tunget is not a Downs descen­
dant, but he says he admires Downs' 
dedication. Downs was 19 when In­
dians killed his father in 1792 near 
Calhoun. 

According to Rone's histories, 
Downs was licensed to preach by Ha­
zel Creek Baptist Church in Muhlen­
berg County in 1808. Eight years lat­
er, he became pastor of Yelvington 
Baptist Church, or Rock Springs. 

In following years he helped 
start First Baptist, Green Brier, Pieas­
ant Grove, Blackford, Mount Liber­
ty, Brushy Fork, Mount Carmel and 
Macedonia Baptist churches as weil 
as the local Baptist association. 

"Many a time," according to the 
writings of one ofDowns' contempo­
raries, "he has plowed hard for five 
days in the week, and then walked 

Director ot Apologefies & lnterfaith 
Evangelism, North American 
Mission Board, Atlanta, Georgia 

Chorles Corter 
Pastor Emeritus, Shades 
Mountain Baptist Church, 
Birmingham, Alabama 

from Green Brier to Yelvington, a dis­
tance of 15 miles, and preached two 
hours, shoeless and coatless; some­
times to but a few hearers, and once 
to only three sisters." 

Modern Christians have "pol­
ished up the old rugged cross," Tun­
get said. "You think about an indi­
vidual who would do that ... " 

Downs served as pastor of Yelv­
ington, Green Brier and Buck Creek 
churches simultaneously for 16 
years, according to Rone's histories. 

"Without educational equip­
ment, he became a theologian," 
Rone quotes Eider John Bennett at 
Green Brier. "Handicapped by pov­
erty and contradicted by heresy, ig­
norance and anit-missionism, and 
fought by the world, the flesh and 
the devil, he triumphed, held t11e 
church on the solid rod< of Bible 
truth and laid the foundation on 
which bis successors have built." 

In bis final years, Rone wrote, 
Downs became "very corpulent 
and helpless," but church members 
tl1ought so much ofhim theywould 
carry him to the meeting house at 
Green Brier, where he would "exhort 
t11em to love one another and talk to 
them about the love ofGod." 

The Baptist association he helped 
form paid $600 for Downs· new mon­
ument. Tunget said there will be 
a dedication service for the monu­
ment, but no date has been set. 
Reprinted with permission of the Owensboro 
Messenger-lnquirer 

Senior Pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Spartanburg, South 
Carolina; President, South 
Carolina Baptist Convention 

Senior Pastor, College Heights 
Baptist Church, Gal/atin, 
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Professor of World Missions, 
Golden Gate Seminary, Mill Val/ey, 
California 

Roul Vozquez 
tirt5'il Retired Director, Language 

Pastor, Consolidated Baptist 
Church, Lexington, Kentucky 

Pastor, Olive Baptist Church, 
Pensacola, Florida 

Division, Florida Baptist 
Convention 

Senior Pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro, Georgia 

Pastor Emeritus, First Baptist 
Church, Leesburg, Florida 

February 26-27, 2007 
Monday, February 26 
10am-Noon CST·· Vocational Evangelists Pre-Conference 
1:00pm-9:15pm CST ·· Conference Sessions 

Also featuring specialbreakout session and lunch for women! 
Tuesday, February 27 ·9:30am-1:30pm CST· Cost: $10 

9:30am CST·· Registration/Continental Breakfast 
1 O:OOam-11 :30am CST •• Breakout Session 

Tuesday, February 27 
8:30am-8:30pm CST··Conference Sessions 

Eastwood Baptist Church 
500 Eastwood Avenue • Bowling Green 

12:00-1:30pm CST·· Lunch featuring speaker: Corol Kent 

~XBC 502.489.3571·· 8~6.489.3571 ~oll treein K~ 
/ KENTUCKYBAPT/STCONVENTION www.kybaptlst.org/evanconf 
This event is sponsored by the Church Development & Evange/ism Team of the Kentucky 

a'JIPI"'OITM'Iflll!t&IJIM Baptist Convention and is made possible by your gitts to the Cooperative Program. 
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Prayer ministry 
Veterinarian calls on Nigerian Baptists to intercede for Fulani 
For security reasons, the names of some of 
the people in this story have been changed. 
By Celeste Pennington 
SBC International Mission Board 

Nigeria, West Africa (BP)-The Fu­
lani herder grabs a !arge bull by its 
sharply pointed horns, then, slip­
ping one thumb in the animal's 
mouth, firmly rotates its head to the 
side and holds it. The sleek, white 
animal is hobbled, its tail twitching. 
Yero passes a syringe to veterinarian 
Mike Houser, who makes the injec­
tion, then quickly pops the animal 
on the rump. The owner adds a red 
mark to its hide, and they move on 
to the next patient. 

Houser, a Southern Baptist inter­
national missionary, and his minis­
try partner, Yero, treat animals in Ni­
geria's Kaduna state. This day, they 
started at 8 a.m. with Yero's qui­
et prayer of blessing for the owners 
and their herds. 

Through his veterinary work, 
Houser builds friendship and trust 
among the Fulani. His wife, Jennie, 
educates their four daughters, and 
assists in operating a farm-home in 
the West African bush. 

The Fulani are pastoral nomads, 
much like the Old Testament patri­
archs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

A common sight in Nigeria is a 
white herd crossing the road or ram­
bling through a !arge pasture. Fol­
lowing the animals is a Fulani fam­
ily, including tall, elegant women 
balancing cook.ing pots and bowls 
on their heads. The procession ends 
with one or two pack animals sad­
dled with small tents. 

"My grandfather used to say that 
the man without cows isaman with­
out clothes," Yero said. "For the Fu­
lani, his cattle are his gold." 

Yero hirnself was a Fulani cattle­
man who picked up a Christian tract 
along the roadside. When he con­
verted from Islam to Christianity in 
1984, he was forced to leave his fam­
ily. A missionary discipled Yero, and 
today, the former herdsman is pas-

ANOTHER DAY OVER Southem Baptist missionary Mike Hauser prays with his three 
daughters before bedtime at their home in Nigeria, West Africa. 

tor of a church. He also trains and 
disciples new believers privately. 

In addition to their veterinary 
ministry, Houser and Yero produce 
radio broadcasts to reach the Fulani 
for Christ. 

At 18 million, the Fulani are the 
largest nomadic group in the world. 
Centuries ago, they converted to Is­
lam. In the 1800s- at the height of 
the Fulani's empire--they spread Is­
lam throughout West Africa. 

Houser, Yero and other Christians 
believe 21st century Fulani could do 
the same with the gospel. When the 
Fulani catch something, they hold 
on to it, Houser said. 

Years ago, a source of prayer 
and consideration for Houser was 
the question of what could trigger 
such a change in the Fulani's spiri­
tual course. · 

One day, Houser said he heard 
God say: ''You get Nigerian Baptists 
to pray for the Fulani, and I will take 
care ofthe rest." 

Houser took the idea to the Ni­
gerian Baptist Convention with its 
10,000 churches and 1 million mem­
bers. 

"Godly people are Nigeria's big­
gest resource," he said. "They're au­
dacious, creative, driven. They are 
people of remarkable faith .... God 
is getting them ready. He has them 
sitting on 'go."' 

For three years, Houser has 
equipped Nigerian Baptists to in­
tercede for the Fulani during a spe­
cial month of prayer. To keep the 
need before Nigerian Christians, 
200,000 prayer guides in English 
and the Hausa and Yoruba languag­
es-along with 20,000 posters-were 
produced. 

Mike Stonecypher, IMB Iiaison 
with the Nigerian Baptist Conven­
tion, described the prayer emphasis 
as "one of the most exciting things 
that I have seen happen in the con­
vention." 

What began as a ripple of aware­
ness spread as Nigerians began to 
"think beyond their tribal bound­
aries," said Larry Taylor, IMB busi­
ness facilitator in Nigeria. "Mike 
just ripped the covers off and said, 
'Look, these are people who need Je­
sus. Go. Give. Do whatever it takes to 
reach the Fulani."' 

UNCOMFORTABLE CURE With the help ot two Fulani cattlemen, missionary Mike Hauser treats a cow tor a snakebite in Nigeria. 
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Librarian guides underground 
worship movement in Africa 
For security reasons, the names of some ot the people in this story have 
been changed. 
By Emily Peters 
SBC International Mission Board 

West Africa (BP)-It's the stuff superheroes are made of. 
Clark Kent wasn'tjust a reporter. Peter Parker didn'tjust 

deliver pizzas. Mary Malone isn't just a librarian. 
For more than 20 years, Malone has been sorting books 

and helping students at a seminary in West Africa research 
their assignments. But her after-hours gig involves a bit 
more risk. 

That's when Fulani believers come to her house seeking 
guidance for underground worship communities popping 
up everywhere despite harsh new Muslim laws assigning 
the death penalty to Christian converts. 

The Fulani people traditionally are quiet, nomadic cattle 
herders known for producing beef and milk, and for spread­
ing Islam throughout the region. Most live in isolated cat­
tle camps deep in the bush. Few attend school. Even fewer 
are Christians. 

"Most churches here have Iittle interest in mirristering to 
the Fulani because they see them as just too resistant to the 
gospel," Malone explained. She invited Fulani pastors-in­
training to her home for an informal support group. 

The Fulani have no word for "librarian" in their native 
language ofFulfulde, but Malone quicldy earned another ti­
tle. She became their "madujo," which means mother. 

"In the whole nation, I don't think we could find a moth­
er like her," said Abdul, one of the first Fulani pastors Ma­
lone mentored. "She prays for us seriously. She canjoke and 
play with us. She can advise us spiritually with family. She 
lmows how to settle us. She always wants our ministries 
progressing." 

With Malone's guidance, those few Christian Fulani be­
gan taking the gospel to their people. A few converts be­
came a few more. 

Then the region erupted in riots. People of different re­
ligions and ethnic groups clashed over the government's 
installation of Islamic regulations, called Shari'ah law. 
Many were slain. Rioters burned the pastors' school to the 
ground, along with churches and many homes of the Fu­
lani converts. 

Malone remembers her thoughts as she returned to her 
library to find all the books still smoldering, charred be­
yond use. 

"I used to feel guilty about doing this ministry when my 
jobwas tobe a librarian," she said. "After that, I changed 
my way of thinking. I realized books are temporary. It's the 
people that last." 

But new religious tensions forced the Fulani ministry to 
make some changes. 

"We've had to go more undercover," Malone said. 
She can't visit the new Fulani believers at their homes 

anymore. Some ofthem lost children when their grass and 
stick homes were torched. Others have been detained with­
out reason. 

"If she visits them, they are going to have more prob­
lems with their neighbors and the Muslim brothers," Ab­
du! said. 

In response to the crackdown, Abdul and his Fulani 
brothers launched their own evangelism plan, forming 
a structure for their worship communities. Small groups 
gather in homes for worship and Bible study. Sometimes 
!arger groups assemble, but spontaneously, and not in the 
same place twice. 

Two hundred believers before the riots multiplied to 
3,000, and now the network has swelled so !arge Malone 
can't keep count. "It's very rare that a Fulani becomes a 
Christian and then witllin a week or two doesn't bring 
someone eise," she said. 

These days, Malone focuses her ministry on about 10 
core Ieaders. Nearly every day, when she finishes at the li­
brary, she counsels them and trains them in new ways to 
minister to their worship groups-which, to avoid persecu­
tion, arenot referred to as "churches." 

The core group trains fellowship Ieaders who then pass 
what they have learned onto others. 

"We now have worship communities spread over 70,000 
square miles," Malone said. 

She admits that sometimes she asks God why He brought 
all this responsibility and risk to a librarian, but she has re­
alized God can use any job for His glory. 

"God has gifted each ofus with interests, slcills and abil­
ities that He expects us to use creatively for His purposes," 
she said. 
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Survey finds greater satisfaction 
among house church participants 

Ventura, Calil. (ABP)-House 
churches-small groups of 20 or so 
people that regularly meet togeth­
er for worship in a non-convention­
al setting-are out-performing more 
traditional congregations when it 
comes to participants' sense of satis­
faction, according to a new survey. 

The Barna Group study found 
that house church members are 
more likely to be "completely satis­
fied" with the experience than those 
in traditional churches. 

The survey asked respondents to 
rate their Ievel of satisfaction with 
four main aspects of life in their re­
spective churches: the quality ofthe 
church's leadership, the faith com­
mitment of participants, the con­
gregation's sense of community and 
personal connectedness, and the 
spiritual depth of their congrega­
tional experience. Researchers used 
data from 2,008 adults. 

A total of 59 percent of house 
church participants reported com­
plete satisfaction with the spiritu­
al depth of their congregational ex­
perience. Only 46 percent of those 
in conventional churches reported 
similar Ievels of contentedness. 

Sixty-eight percent of house 
church participants were "complete­
ly satisfied" with their congrega­
tion's Ieaders, compared to less than 
half of those attending a convention­
al church. 

David Anderson agreed·with that 
assessment. He directs the House 
Church Network and its Web site, 
www.housechurch.org. It serves as 
an information clearinghouse for 
other house churches. The site, start­
ed in 1992, lists 1,193 house church­
es nationwide. 

The survey found that only two 
out of five adults in conventional 
churches said they were completely 
satisfied with their congregation's 
sense of connectedness and com­
munity. 

George Barna, who directed the 
study, said a church's sense of com­
munity often is tied to the average 
member's Ievel ofparticipation. 

"Those who attend a convention­
al church are generally content to 
show up and accept whatever their 
church · has on the agenda. They 
place the responsibility for their spir­
itual growth on the shoulders ofthe 
church," Barna said in the report. 
"On the other hand, the intimacy 
and shared responsibility found in 
most house churches require each 
participant tobe more serious about 
their faith development." 

The report also said 66 percent 
of people in house churches were 
"completely satisfied" with the com­
mitment of the people involved in 
their gathering. Forty percent of con­
ventional church attendees reported 
the same Ievel of satisfaction. 

Guided by 

When hurricanes, floods and 

other disasters hit, Kentucky 

Baptist disaster relief workers 

are there to serve in }esus' 

name. And the Western 

Recorder is there to keep 

Kentucky Baptists informed 

about ministry needs and 

apportuni ties. 

Stay informed. 

Get involved. 

Subscribe today. 

~PRACTICAL W: ESOlikCES FOk CII RISTI A.N LI \' JNG 

mERNRECORDER 
www. WesternRecorder.org , 
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Committed to Serve 

Because of its faith heritage, Norton Healthcare is committed to being a Ieader in the health ministries movement that 

supports the promotion of congregational health and wellness. Through the work of the Office of Church and Health 

Ministries, Norton Healthcare provides education, resources and services to parish/faith community nurses and others 

working in health ministries. We invite you to learn more by joining us at either of tl-.ese upcoming informatiori sessions. 

• 

Ministering to the Health of Your Congregation 
This free program is for health care professionals and others interested in learning about health ministries 

and parish/faith commun ity nursing. 

Saturday, Jan . 2 7 
l 0 to II a .m. 
Norton Suburban Hospital 

Tuesday, Jan. 30 
5 :30 to 6:30p.m. 
Norton Audubon Hospita1 

Caii (5Ö2) 629-1234 to register. , 
Sponsored by the Norton Healthcare -Office of Church and Health Ministries 

m 
NORTON 
HEALTHCARE 
Church and Health Ministries 
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Groups oppose .xxx domain for Internet porn 

Washington (BP)-Efforts to create 
a .XXX domain name for pornograph­
icWeb sites have resumed, and some 
conservative leaders are urging cit­
izens to speak out agairrst the pro­
posal. 

The Internet Corporation for As­
signed Names and Numbers, a pri­
vate agency that oversees Internet 
operation, rejected a similar propos­
allast May but is revisiting the mat­
ter after adding stronger provisions 
to prohibit child pornography and 
to require labeling of sites with sex­
ually explicit materials. ICANN is ac­
cepting public comments through 
Feb. 5. 

On a related front, the national 
Kids Come First coalition and some 
other groups are urging the passage 
of legislation to require pornogra­
phers to move to the .xxx domain. 
They argue that such a move would 
help protect children surfing the In­
ternet. 

Supporters also say the creation · 
of an .xxx domain would separate 
pornographers from the rest of the 
Internet, making it easier to filter 
pornographic sites. But as long as 
use of the domain name remains 
voluntary, pornographers could still 
use their .com sites as well. 

The Family Research Council is 
among conservative groups opposed 
to the .xxx domain name. 

"FRC opposed this action the first 

time around, on the grounds that it 
would be unenforceable-and grant 
a legitimizing status to the porn in­
dustry," Jared Bridges, web editor for 
FRC, wrote on the group's blog Jan. 
9. "While there have been a few re­
visions to the initial proposal, they 
don't appear to offer much incentive 
for pornographers to leave the .com 
domain. 

"The dömains that are available 
today including .com, .net, .gov, 
. edu, .us, etc., represent certain ar­
eas of societal value," Bridges add­
ed. "The proposed revisions do noth­
ing to address the fact that granting 
a niche business its own top-level do­
main name would be unique to por­
nographers, who would gain a status 
currently only available to groups 
like schools, governments and na­
tions." 

Trueman: More harm than good 
In 2005, when the .xxx domain 

idea was presented, FRC's senior le­
gal counsel said it would do more 
harm than good. 

"The .com domain has been a 
cash cow for the porn industry and 
pornographers will not give it up 
and remove themselves to the .xxx 
domain," Patrick Trueman said. "In­
stead, they will populate the .xxx do­
main and perhaps double the nuro­
ber of pom sites available on the 
Web." 

Trueman, who once served as 
chief of the U.S. Departrnent of Jus­
tice's Child Exploitation and Ob­
scenity Section, also said the .xxx do­
main "cloaks the porn industry with 
legitimacy" and may discourage law 
enforcement from bringing obsceni­
ty cases on the notion that the prob­
lern is solved. 

The American Family Association 
sent an e-mail to its supporters Jan. 
9, asking them to voice their opposi­
tion to the new domain . 

"ICANN would ask the pornogra­
phers to voluntarily move to the new 
triple X domain which would con­
tain nothing but pornography," Don 
Wildmon, chairman of AFA. wrote. 
"There would be no law to force 
them to the new triple X domain. 
ICANN would depend on the good 
character and integrity of the por­
nographers to be considerate of oth­
ers. including our children. 

"In addition to having the triple 
X domain, the pornographers could 
(and would) continue sending out 
billions of pornographic images on 
their other existing domains," Wild­
mon added. "As bad as pornography 
is on the Internet now, it would be 
infinitely worse with the triple X do­
main. The establishment of a triple X 
domain would give legitimacy to t)le 
pornographers." 
With additional reporting by Editor Trennis 
Henderson 

Bassett, former Salvation Army Ieader, named to NAE post 
Washington (RNS)-The National 

Association ofEvangelicals has cho­
sen a form er top official of the Sal- · 
vation Army to serve as its new ex­
ecutive director. 

Todd Bassett, the former na­
tional commander of the Salva­
tion Army, has been a member of 
the NAE's Executive Committee for 
fouryears. 

"We're thrilled to have him do 
this," said interim NAE President 
Leith Anderson, pastor ofWooddale 
Church in Eden Prairie, Minn. "He 

brings enormous stature and expe­
rience and is well-connected with 
the evangelical community." 

Officials of the umbrella evan­
gelical organization explained that 
Bassett is not succeeding Ted Hag­
gard, who resigned last November 
as president amid a sex and drug 
scandal. 

"This is a new role that we used 
to have in years gone by and we now 
have," said Richard Cizik, vice presi­
dent for governmental affairs. 

Anderson said that a key part 

of his role as interim president has 
been to fo_cus on the staffing of the 
association's Washington head­
quarters. Bassett's appointment is 
apart ofthat, he noted. 

Bassett was national command­
er of the Salvation Army from 2002 
through April 2006. The Salvation 
Army is one of 60 member denom­
inations in the organization. 

His new role with NAE will in­
clude oversight of its administra­
tive, communications and financial 
activities. 

CALDWELL/LYON BAPTIST ASSOCIATION PRESENTS 

21st WESTERN KENTUCKY ·EVANGELISM CONFERENCE 
FEBRUARY 5, 2007 

at Southside Baptist .fh~rch, Princeton, KY • SESSIONS: 9:J9 • 2:00 • 6:JO 

Inspirational Music and Worship by 

WHISNANTS 

Ted Traylor 
Pa.l"tor of Olive B.C. 
Pennsacola, FL 

JohH Sullivan 
Ex. Dir. ofthe 

F/orida Baptist Cmtvention 

Bob Pittman 
Pa.l"tor ofKir11y Wood.1· 
Memphis, Tennessee 

Jackie Kay 
Evanl{elistwul founder of 
"Looking Up·· Mini.,·Jriex 
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Diverse coalition prompts 
amendment to reform bi/1 
By Robert Marus 
Associated Baptist Press 

Washington (ABP)-After an uproar from an unusual co­
alition of conservative religious, libertarian and business 
groups, the U.S. Senate voted Jan. 18 to scuttle part of its 
sweeping lobbying reform bill. 

The Senate amended S. 1, known as the "Legislative 
Transparency and Accountability Act of 2007," on a near­
party-line vote of 55-43. The amendment removed a provi­
sion of the original bill that groups as diverse as the Na­
tional Right to Life Committee, Family Research Council, 
National Association of Manufacturers and American Civ­
il Liberties Union had protested. 

"This legislation says that grassroots lobbying is defined 
as members of the general public communicating with 
their congressmen or encouraging others to do the same," 
Sen. Robert Bennett, R.-Utah, said of the original bill while 
promoting the amendment on the Senate floor. "I thought 
tl1at's what we were all supposed to do. I was taught in civ­
ics dass in high school that everyone had the right to do 
that without being forced to register and report all of their 
connections if somebody pays for it." 

First Amendment freedoms 
. Those who opposed the original wording claimed the un­

amended bill would have a chilling effect on First Amend­
ment freedoms. 

"Now the liberalleadership in the U.S. Senate seeks to si­
lence groups like the Family Research Council from inform­
ing you on the issues," wrote Tony Perkins, the group's pres­
ident, in an e-mail to supporters urging them to contact 
their senators in favor of amending the bill. -

He continued: "Included ... is a provision that seeks to es­
tablish, for the first time, federal regulation of grassroots 
activity that is .intended to encourage members of the pub­
lic to communicate with members of Congress about pend­
ing legislative matters-so-called 'grassroots lobbying.' This 
is a move to stop us from informing you about the issues 
you find important." 

An ACLU press release decrying the bill before it was 
amended said: "The intention ofsupporters ofthe bill is to 
limit the impact of what they call 'big-dollar advertising.' 
However, it would chill the constitutionally protected activ­
ity ofmany advocacy organizations." 

The excised provision would have required groups that 
engage in grassroots lobbying on issues currently before 
Congress to disclose their expenditures any time they com­
municate with their constituents about those issues. 

The conservative, libertarian and business groups said 
that could require burdensome disclosure requirements 
from churches and other non-profit groups. 

But proponents of the bill noted that non-profit groups 
are increasingly being used for large-scale lobbying efforts­
sometimes illicitly. For instance, the scandal surrounding 
former Washington Iobbyist Jack Abramoff included reve­
lations that he channeled millions of dollars in fees from 
Indian-casino clients through non-profit groups run by for­
mer Christian Coalition head Ralph Reed. The groups ex­
isted, ostensibly, ta fight the expansion of gambling. But 
Indian tribes with rival gambling interests funded them 
through Abramoff and Reed tostop potential competition. 

One Christian ethicist who runs a Texas Baptist group 
that sometimes engages in grassroots ~dvocacy said Chris­
tians shouldn't fear increased transparency about their 
public policy efforts. Suzii Paynter, director of the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas Christian Life Commission, 
said, "It's all just, in a sense, a continuation of a trend for 
disclosure in government." 

Paynter conceded that such disclosure might be "incon­
venient" for churches and other groups organized under 
Section 501(c)(3) ofthe federal tax code "But sometimes the 
things that are most ethical are inconvenient." 

But, she continued, lawmakers should be vigilant that 
such measures do not unconstitutionally target religious 
groups. "There's always a trade-off in Situations like that. I 
think the question we have to ask: Is there an undue burden 
on a nonprofit and a religious organization?" 

All Republicans present and voting voted for the amend­
ment. They were joined by seven Democrats. The 43 others 
who voted against the bill were Democrats and a Democrat­
ic-leaning independent. 

The overall biii. as amended, passed 96-2. The House.has 
passed similar ethics reform legislation, but without the 
controversial grassroots-lobbying provision. 
With additional reporting by Baptist Press 
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Memorial gathers pennies to remember abortion's toll 

MEMORIAL Workers 
add more pennies to 
the "Memorial to the 
Missing" at the Baptist 
Bui/ding across from the 
Mississippi state capitol 
in Jackson. Each penny 
represents one of the 
near/y 50 milfion unborn 
children claimed by 
abortion since 1973. (BP 
photo by William Perkins) 

By Gregory Tomlin 
Baptist Press 

Jackson, Miss. (BP)-The penny is 
the least valuable piece of U.S. cur­
rency. Few things, if any, can be 
bought with it. 

But Baptists all over Mississippi 
now pay attention to pennies even 
on the sidewalk or in a parking lot, 
knowing that each one has value. 

These Mississippi Baptists don't 
packet the pennies for themselves. 
They have been bagging the pennies 
and shipping them in bulk to the 
Baptist Building in Jackson. Or they 
might tape a few pennies to a piece 
of paper and send them through the 
mail. Each penny will go to a special 
place because it represents some­
thing- rather, someone-special. 

The pennies will find their home 
among millians of others at a special 
"Memorial to the Missing," the Bap­
tist convention's tribute to the near­
ly 50 million children aborted in the 
United States since the Supreme 
Court legalized abortion in the land­
mark Roe v. Wadecasein 1973. 

To date, Baptists in the state have 
contributed more than 26 million 
pennies to the project toward the 
goal of 50 million. Dropping the 
pennies in the 12-by-16-foot covered, 
bullet-proof glass enclosure that 

makes up the memorial is their way 
of showing the world that no life is 
insignifican t. 

"It's not the 50 million pennies 
that are important," said Jimmy Por­
ter, executive director ofthe conven­
tion's Christian Action Commission. 
"It's the 50 million children." 

And though the number of abor­
tians has declined annually in, re­
cent years, it is almost impossible 
to keep up with them. "There is an 
abortion in this country every 20 to 
22 seconds," Porter said. 

The effects of abortion on chil­
dren are well-lmown. But since 
the Supreme Court legalized the 
practice in all 50 states, it also has 
wrecked the lives of countless wom­
en who have had them and their 
extended families as well, said Jim 
Futral, the state convention's exec­
utive director. 

"I received a letter from a cou­
ple from out of state that was par­
ticularly moving," Futral said. "They 
were visiting Jackson and heard 
about the memorial. The letter said 
they came by and just stood there 
in awe for a while at the number of 
pennies inside. This couple had two 
daughters who between them had 
had three abortions. The wife asked 
her busband if he had any pennies. 
He had three pennies in his pack­
et and he went to put them in, but 
he couldn't. He couldn't let them go 
because they represented the three 
grandchildren they'll never get to 
hold. Eventually they had to put 
them in together." 

When Futral conceived the idea 
for the memorial, the families of 
those who have abortians may not 
have been foremost in his mind. But 
today he is grateful that the memori­
al is magnifYing the problern beyond 
what was originally intended. 

"But the true weight ofthe prob­
lern and the weight of the loss­
there is no way to calculate that," 
Futral said. 

The Memorial to the Missing it-

The Faces of , 
HIV/AIDS 

Who are the faces of HIV I AIDS in 
my congregation and community? 

What does it mean to be HIV posiri,•e? 
What does the Bible say about AIDS? 
What is the role of the church in rninister­
ing to individuals with HIV I AIDS? 

lf these are your questions, join us for 
this 6-week interactive online study. 

Ted Lewis. facilitator, is a pastor and 
HlV/i\IDS counselor who has been 
involved in HIV ministry for over 20 years. 
Ted servcd as a wo1lshop f~t cilitator at thc 
200G Cooperative Baptist retlowship 
HIV/AIDS Summit in i\tlanta, GA. 

self is weighty. When Mississippi 
Baptists finish contributing 50 mil­
lion pennies- $500,000-to it, it will 
weigh 156 tons or 312,000 pounds, 
roughly as much as 100 automo­
biles. Pylons driven 15 feet into the 
ground support the glass structure, 
built free of charge by John Laws m, 
a Presbyterian layman who owns a 
construction company in Flowood, 
Miss. 

gued that if Roe v. Wade is over­
turned, warnen would be forced 
into back alleys where illegal abor­
tians would be performed with coat 
hangers. 

The memorial itself-located 
across from the state capitol- has 
not attracted much attention in the 
media or outside Mississippi. Wil­
liam Perkins, editor of the Missis­
sippi Baptist Record, said the secular 
media have not focused on the me­
morial because it is "politically in­
correct to remember dead babies." 

Despite such responses, conven­
tion leaders agree that if the as­
sembled pennies change someone's 
heart, then the memorial will have 
accomplished its purpose. "We want 
people to lmow when they see the 
memorial that these children are 
not out of sight and out of mind," 
Futral said. 

But the memorial hasn't been ig­
nored by everyone. During an abor­
tion rights rally last summer, pro­
testors inserted condoms and coat 
hangers into the Memorial for the 
Missing. The National Abortion 
Rights Action League has long ar-

The Memorial to the Missing will 
remain in front of the offices of the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention until 
Baptists in the state reach the goal 
of 50 million pennies. The pennies 
then will be collected and invested 
with the Mississippi Baptist Foun­
dation to create a permanent en­
dowment fund for pro-life projects, 
such as assisting with the operations 
of crisis pregnancy centers and oth­
er efforts for warnen with unwanted 
pregnancies. 

~·~[~)Yay. 

20' to 40' Models, New & Used 

Contact us today for friendly, helpful service 

1-800-370-6180 • carpenterbus.com 

• 80 Buses in Stock 
• 15-46 Passenger 
• Trade-lns Welcome 
• We understand the 
Church's unique needs 

Buses are provided for LifeWay by 

Car:Renter 
Since\ BUS SALES 
1953. 

DEPART JUNE 17 or AUGUST 5, 2007 

Canadian Rockies Tour 
Offers 'Cool' Vacation 

Join other Southern Baptists for the most 
"heavenly" sightseeing in the most pristine and 

beautiful countrvside Jn North America. 

There's more than just the Canadian Rockies on this popular Your Man Tours 
vacation . .You'll spend a week in the Canadian Rockies and another week across 
the border in ttie American Northwest. First fly into Sioux Falls, South Dakota for 
a seenie three-day drive to Calgary, Alberta. in route you'll visit Fargo and 
Bismarck, North Dakota; then north to Saskatchewan where you'll visit the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police Academy. Your time in the Canadian Rockies will 
include daily sightseeing. Highlights include Lake Louise; Banff National Park; 
Hoodoos; Bow Falls and Gaseade Garderis; a SnoCoach ride over the Columbia 
Iee Fields; Canmore, Alberta; Kananaskis Country; Waterton Lakes National Park 
and more! Back in the U.S. you'll visit Helena and Billings Montana; Custer's 

. battiefleid at the Little Big Horn; Black Hills National Forest; Wild Bill Hickock and 
CalamiiY'Jane's Deadwood; ·Mt. Rushmore and Crazy Horse National Memorial ; 
legendary · Badlands National Park; and more! We include round trip airfare, 
motor-coach transportation, 13 night's hotel accommodations; we'll meet you 
upon arrival, handle your luggage, and Iake you on ~ome of the most beautiful 
sigbtseeing with unsurpassed scenery in North America. Prices start at only 
$16 8 per person, double occupancy including laxes and round trip airfare from 
Lexington or Louisville, KY; Nashville or Knoxville, TN. 

Family and friends are welcome. Space is limited. 
$100 deposits are now due. 

For brochure, information, & reservations call 7 days a week: 

'YOUR MAN' TOURS 1-800-968-7626 
America's First Choice for travel since 1967! 

•• 

" 



• 

.. 

• 

WESTERJ'l RECORDER.org 

Summer is coming soon 
BuHding strong relationships 
among camps' top priorities 

grams and more specifically that 
each participant would share con­
structive criticism and Observa­
tions as they experience our pro­
grams. 

In the midst of the wintertime 
weather we have been experienc­
ing, summer can seem so far away. 
In our ministry, the whole year lit­
erally revolves around summer 
and regardless of what 
month we are in, sum­
mer is always coming 
soon. 

In 2007 we will be changing our 
communication process by adding 
a quarterly newsletter. Ifyou want 

to be on a list to receive 
our publications, please 
contact our central office 
at (502) 491-7000. 

Continue to partner 
with us by being our ears 
and eyes to this minis­
try and know that your 
thoughts always matter a 
great deal! 

This new year contin­
ues to bring many revo­
lutionary and exciting 
developments to Cross­
ings. New for 2007 will 
be a new camp schedule 
at Cedarmore to incor­
porate more time at the 
lake. You will see new or 
renovated buildings at 

O'avid Melber 

The most significant 
way you can partner with 
us is to be in prayer for 
Crossings. Specifically, 

each location. Also, we will be hir­
ing more summer program staff 
to more effectively create small 
group ministry. 

One of our main driving goals is 
tobe the very best relational-based 
camp in the country. You might be 
thinking: That sounds like a lofty 
goal. It is, but we have set before 
our staff a target that always will 
be ahead ofwhere we are, no mat­
ter how successful we may be. This 
is a great standard that we always 
can be striving to reach. 

Much of our ability to improve 
and strive to this goal depends on 
all who participate in our pro-

you can pray for our staff to be in 
unity, pray for those who come to 
camp to clearly understand God's 
plan for their lives, and pray for 
our future direction that all we do 
is first and foremost to glorifY God 
by seeing His name made great 
among people. 

David Melber is president of Kentucky 
Baptist Assemblies. Contact him at 
Box 99918, Louisville, KY 42069-0918; 
phone (502) 491-7000. 

for Pastors, Deacons and Spouses 
' 

Friday evening and Saturday morning 

February 2-3, 2007 
Bowling Green, Kentucky 
Holiday Inn University Plaza Hotel 

Hear Dr. Jim Henry, Pastor 
Emeritus of First Baptist Church 

in Orlando, Florida, (where he was pastor 
for almost 20 years), share a more effective 

way to do Deacon ministry in the church. 

Especially for spouses!! ll!lllllllll 
Mrs. Jeanette Henry will speak 

on "Dealing With Life Issues in 
Ministry" on Saturday morning. 

An on-site bookstore will ~=::: 
Jeature resources discussed Qn] S f 
in the sessions and other y 3 0 per person. 
related materia!s. (lncludes dinner, breakfast and conference materials) 

Overnight Iodging is available at the conference site (KBC rate: 
$79 + tax per night). For reservations, ca/1 the Holiday lnn University 
Plaza Hotel directly at 800-423-0908 or 270-745-0088. 

This event is sponsored by the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's Church Development Team, and made 

possible by gifts to the Cooperative Program. 

SMILE 
Kudzu 

MY SERMON IODAY 
IS" SE 5LOW 
lo ANGER .'' 

For Heaven's Sake 

Bible Crosswords 
Across 
1 "The _ of God is eternallife" 

(Romans 6:23) 
4 "Without him was _ any thing 

made" (John 1 :3) 
6 "That was the _light" 

(John 1 :9) 
9 "The _ shineth in darkness" 

(John 1 :5) 
11 "Which were _ , not of blood" 

(John 1 :13) 
12 "Was made flesh and 

among us" (John 1:14) 
14 Precious stone 
15 Dock warrant, abbr. 
17 Chemical suffix 
18 Young woman 
20 Also 
21 His Royal Highness, abbr. 
22 "Smote the _ into his 

temples" (Judges 4:21) 
24 Hebrew name for God, 

combined form 
25 "But as many as _ him" 

(John 1 :12) 
28 The first man 
31 Electron volt, abbr. 
32 Four, Romans num . 
33 Belanging to a Canaanite god 
37 "A _ commandment I give 

unto you" (John 13:34) 
39 "The _ comprehended it not" 

(John 1 :5) 
42 Emergency Relief Organization, 

abbr. 
43 To balk, Scot. 
44 Office of Strategie Services, 

abbr. 
47 Year, abbr. 
48 "But was sent to __ of 

that Light" (John 1 :8) (2 words) 

Last week's solution 

© 1999 Barbour Pubfishing 

51 Overseas News Service, abbr. 
52 European Theater of Operations, 

abbr. 
53 "Full of grace and __ " 

(John 1 :14) 
55 "I come baptizing with __ " 

(John 1:31) 
56 Church, abbr. 
57 Negative vote 

Down 
1 "The Ward was_" (John 1:1) 
2 "The Ward was made 

(John 1 :14) 
3 "Take thee a _ " (Ezekiel 4:1) 
4 New England state, abbr. 
5 A division of Scripture 
6 Thomas, for short 
7 Railroad, abbr. 
8 "To _ the heavy burdens" 

(lsaiah 58:6) 
10 Grass ton, abbr. 
11 "Them that _ on his name" 

(John 1 :12) 
13 "The _was made by him" 

(John 1:1 0) 
14 "But _ and truth came" 

(John 1:17) 
16 "in the beginning was the _" 

(John 1:1) 
19 Suffix 

JANUARY 23, 2007 11 

Doug Marlette 

'vt::>U GOT A 
PROBLEM 
WI'TH THAI'?.' 

Mike Morgan 

SHE DOESNT LIKE 
CHRIST/ANSTOBE 
HIPPo-CRITICAL! 

Rebecca Souder 

21 'Two disciples __ him speak" 
(John 1 :37) 

23 Fifty-one, Romans num. 
26 "I am the true _" (John 15:1) 
27 "Which lighteth __ man" 

(John 1 :9) 
29 Side by side 
30 "Builder and __ is God" 

(Hebrews 11 :10) 
34 "How ye ought to __ every 

man" (Colossians 4:6) 
35 "And ____ out to 

husbandmen" (Mark 12:1) 
(2 words) 

36 Church school, in other words, 
abbr. 

38 "Thou art _ , 0 Lord" 
(Revelation 4:11) 

40 Place for competition 
41 "The only begatten __ " 

(John 1 :18) 
45 San of Adam 
46 Soviet Socialist Republic, abbr. 
48 "Every knee should __ " 

(Philippians 2:1 0) 
49 "He gave power __ become" 

(John 1 :12) 
50 "Did shine as the 

(Matthew 17:2) 
54 Tantalum, ehern. symbol 

:; 
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Appeal of cowboy churches 
continues to gain momentum 

BAPTISM Trading a 
traditional baptistry for a 
horse trough, a cowboy 
is baptized at Cowboy 
Church of Erath County in 
Texas. 

Stephenville, Texas (ABP)-On a 
chilly morning in central Texas, a 
man in ostrich-skin cowboy boots 
stood shivering beside a horse 
trough. Then he stepped into the wa­
ter-filled tank. 

Charles Higgs quickly dunked the 
cowboy. Higgs·, the pastor of Cow­
boy Church of Erath County, also 
baptized the man's wife and two 
kids outside the Stephenville, Tex­
as, church. 

The family-style baptism is just a 
sign of the tim es, Higgs said. He was 
a pastor at traditional churches for 
28 years but now says he has a pas­
sion for those interested in cowboy 
culture. 

Cowboy churches like the one in 
Erath County are growing in pop­
ularity as a way to appeal to non­
believers who avoid convention­
al churches. And water-trough bap­
tisms are an increasingly common 
occurrence for the laid-back group. 

The movement appeals to those 
living the cowboy lifestyle-or city­
slickers with the cowboy attitude. 
Suits, ties, and pews are foreign to 
the movement. Instead, services of­
ten come before or after rodeos, rop­
ing events and barbecues. 

It's difficult to trad< nation­
al numbers of cowboy churches, 
since most of them are non-denom­
inational, but the Web site www. 
cowboyministers.com lists cowboy 
church groups in 29 states. 

In Texas alone, seven thousand 
Christians have been baptized in 
cowboy churches since the western 
heritage movement began in 2000, 
according to Baptist General Con-

It's all about our students, part 2 

vention ofTexas records. · 
The average size of a cowboy 

church congregation is about 200 
people; many churches split when 
numbers outgrow the barn or arena 
used as a meeting place. And the ap­
peal-one associated with old-time 
cowboy ethics- is spreading. 

"You can really feel grace (in a 
cowboy church)," Higgs said. "We 
preach that we are saved by grace, 
but we also try to react with grace." 

As the director of the BGCT's 
Western Heritage Ministries, Higgs 
said the movement has the potential 
to attract millions of people. 

"Twenty percen t of the Texas pop­
ulation embraces the western heri­
tage," Higgs said. "That's five million 
people we are trying to reach. Eighty 
percent ofthe (cowboy church} bap­
tisms are adults. We baptized a lady 
who was 57 who had not been to 
church in 43 years." 

The movement continues to 
grow, with more than 80 cowboy 
congregations started in Texas in 
the last six years, according to the 
BGCT. Church planters nationwide 
have tal<en cues from the growth in 
Texas and are eager to build on that 
momentum. 

"Our goal this year is to create 
40 new cowboy churches in 2007," 
Higgs said. "Five of them will be va­
quero cowboy churches." Vaquero is 
the Spanish word for cowboy. 

The Texas Fellowship of Cowboy 
Churches recently kicked off a new 
$1 million "Riding the River with 
the Cowboys" fundraising campaign 
to start more than 200 new cowboy 
churches in Texas by 2010. 

Academics, character, personal growth, 
Christian walk among featured awards 

The Most tikely to Succeed Award is given to 
a "senior boy and girl who are the most likely 
to succeed in life. This success is not based on 
the world's view of success. This senior may nev­
er acquire wealth, fame or position in life, but 
will find happiness because of a commitment 
to Christ and doing what God would have him/ 

thy. This senior is one who best characterizes 
the Oneida spirit. A student we are very proud 
to have worked with and made an investment 
of our time and talents. This student has tak­
en advantage ofthe many opportunities Oneida 
has offered." The recipients must have attended 
Oneida all four oftheir high school years. 

her do." 
The Most Outstauding Award is giv­

en to the "most outstanding in over­
all character, attitude, academics and 
conduct." It is given to one boy and one · 
girl from each grade, 6-11. 

The Most StudiousAward is given to 
"the student who works the hardest to 
achieve academic excellence. This stu-

The President's Award is given to seniors who 
may have been considered for other awards but 
did not have the most votes when the ballots 

were counted. This award normally is 
given to about 10 seniors, and the pres­
ident determines who receives these 
honors. 

dent may not necessarily make the 

Thejohn Michael Davis Award is con­
sidered tobe Oneida's second highest 
award. It is "given to a senior who is 
outstanding in citizenship. This stu­
dent is well known · for his/her con­
cern for others. One who is outstand­
ing in .the area of service to others and 
who understands the Christian princi­

highest grades but puts forth much W.F. Underwood 
effort." Given to one boy and one girl 
from each grade, 6-12. 

The Most Versatile Award is presented to one 
senior girl and one senior boy who "have taken 
advantage of the many opportunities at Onei­
da. Those who have been involved in many activ­
ities and have shown talent and ability in many 
areas." 

The Most Improved Award is given to "the stu­
dentwho has shown the most improvement over­
all-improvements in attitude, character, study 
habits and academically." This award is given to 
one boy and one girl in each grade, 6-12. 

The Mr. And Miss Oneida Award is given to 
one boy and one girl in the senior dass. To earn 
this award, the student has tobe "outstanding 
in Christian character, show strong character in 
academics, concern for others and is trustwor-

ple of 'ministering rather than being ministered 
to."' One student from the senior·class receives 
this award. 

The final and1 highest award, presented to 
one senior, is The William A. Evans Award. "This 
award is given to the most outstanding senior. 
This is a Christian student who shows excellence 
in every area of his/her life. This student should 
be a good citizen, a good scholar, and sensitive 
to the needs of others .and should have an appre­
ciation for Oneida. There should be obvious evi-
dence of outstanding Christian character in his/ 
her everyday life." This senior is required to have 
attended Oneida for one complete year. 
WF Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida 
school. arg; e-mail: president@oneidaschool. arg 
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Study: Christian single adults 
want ministry, not sympathy 

Cleveland (RNS}-Tina Barta and 
many of her evangelical peers do 
not like the terms "single" or "sin­
gleness." 

In church and in society, single 
implies a person who is not whole, 
not complete, they say. 

"That's such an awful way to 
Iook at it," said Barta, 27, who be­
lieves fulfilling her spiritual desti­
ny is not dependent on meeting a 
man. 

"I am in a relationship with 
Christ," she said. "Yes, I'm single, 
but I'm pursuing Christ, and He's 
pursuing me." 

Barta and her friends at the 
"Sevenoseven" young adult minis­
try at Cuyahoga Valley Communi­
ty Church in suburban Cleveland 
are not alone. 

They are part of a demograph­
ic-men and women of childbear­
ing age without children-that 
nearly doubled in 24 years, from 
10 percent of the population in 
1976 to 19 percent in 2000. 

This generation has not aban­
doned organized religion, accord­
ing to a new national study of 
8,450 young adults by Michelle Pu­
gate, then a sociologist at Loyola 
University in Chicago. 

Within Protestant churches, 
parents on average report attend­
ing services more than twice a 
month; childless young adults at­
tendjust less than twice a month, 
according to the study. 

What childless young adults 
struggle to find, however, are spir­
itual homes where they feel ac-

cepted and included. They don't 
want to be harassed about their 
status in congregations that often 
emphasize families with children 
as the norm. 

"Fitting in" is irnportant to 
childless young adults, Fugate 
found. They don't want a child­
less ministry, she said. They want 
to serve in different roles in the 
church. 

What drove some people away 
from churches, Fugate said, was 
the way women in particular were 
grilled about their childless sta­
tus. One childless woman told Fu­
gate that a pastor actually asked 
her, "What's wrong with you?" 

Jessica Harnegie, 27, said many 
singles in family-oriented church­
es find themselves wondering, 
"Where do I fit in? I have nowhere 
togo." 

She said churches should rec­
ognize the growing generation of 
people in their 20s and 30s who 
are childless, and welcome these 
people into ministries from Sun­
day school teachers to Ieaders of 
Bible study groups and mission 
projects. 

Being single "doesn't mean 
we're lepers," she said. "Single 
women still need that affirma­
tion." 

Churches should think in 
terms of integration, not segrega­
tion, Barta S<!id. 

"It's not a singles ministry 
and a couples ministry," she not­
ed. "It's the body of Christ. We are 
one." 

Using global experiences in Appalachia 
M.K. prepare for future 
missions apportunifies 

Born while her missionary par­
ents were in language training, 
Chandra Barteis now is studying 
and practicing missions at Clear 
Creek. 

The Barteis family came to Clear 
Creek in 2005 as missionaries in 
residence. Richard stayed 
on this term as a faculty 
member and director of 
Christian service. He and 
Carmela are active mem­
bers ofPineville First Bap­
tist Church; Carmela is 
one of our chapel pia­
nists. · 

"God made it clear I 
needed to enroll," Chan­

who had been overseas for addi­
tional education. 

"I don't knowwhere God is call­
ing me," Chandra said. "But I've 
seen how my ability to relate to 
internationals is helpful. The U.S. 
has the world coming here, and I 
have a heart to reach out to them. 
I can see God using me in many 
ways." After the family trans­

dra said. "And He provid­
ed the money." The Edith 

Bill Whittaker 

ferred to Europe, Chan­
dra attended a Canadian/ 
American boarding 
school in a small moun­
tain city in the Black For­
est region of Germany. 
It was about 45 minutes 
from Basel, Switzerland, 
where winter came ear­
ly. "We had a lot of snow 
to play in," Chandra said. 
The school serves mis­
sionary kids from all 

Woolum Scholarship, established 
by'the estate of a Pineville Baptist 
member, provides grants to mis­
sionary children. "I thank God for 
that," Chandra said. 

Born in France, Chandra was 
10 weeks old when they arrived in 
Benin. Richard worked to prepare 
Ieaders through theological educa­
tion. "We lived in Benin 15 years, 
and left the night of my birthday," 
Chandra said. 

In Benin, Chandra attended a 
private French school where she 
related with French residents and 
children of diplomats-Beninese 

over the world and from many de­
nominations. "The experience ... 
opened my eyes to God using peo­
ple from different backgrounds. 
You just don 't have to be Baptist to 
do God's work," she said. 

Chandra holds a student 
"workship" position as secretary 
in the college relations office. Her 
background is an asset in working 
with a diverse student body, alum­
ni and public. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
KY 40977; (606) 337-3196 
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'Freedom Writers' helps bring 
new life to Anne Frank's diary 
By Stephen Henderson 
Religion News Service 

Los Angeles (RNS)-Of all the 
actors, athletes and hip-hop per­
formers venerated by urban teen­
agers in Southern California, 
most improbable of all, perhaps, 
was a 13-year-old girl by the name 
of Anne Frank. 

So goes the inspiring story be­
hind "Freedom Writers," a new 
movie starring Hilary Swank that 
opened earlier this month. 

Based on a true story, "Free­
dom Writers" shows how a young 
teacher named Erin Gruwell in 
1994 started teaching at Wilson 
High, a public school in Long 
Beach, Calif., immediately after 
the Rodney King riots in Los Ange­
l es. At 23, Gruwell was brimming 
with idealism but woefully igno­
rant ofthe tough realities her un­
derprivileged students faced in 
ongoing turf wars between rival 
gangs of Hispanics, Chinese and 
African-Americans. 

Her naivete ended abruptly 
one day when Gruwell intercept­
ed a racially charged cartoon as 
it was passed around the dass­
room. "I immediately went ballis­
tic, and compared it to the propa­
ganda ofthe Holocaust," Gruwell 
recalled. "Then one of the chil­
dren asked me timidly, 'What is 
the Holocaust?' I asked how many 
of the rest of the dass had never 
heard of the Holocaust and, hor­
rifically, none ofthem had." 

Stunned, Gruwell decided 
that learning more about eth­
nic hatred fomented by the Nazis 
might shed light on her students' 
daily experience of prejudice, 
and assigned "The Diary of Anne 
Frank," the best-selling book that 
chronides the 25 months Frank's 
family hid from the Nazis in Am­
sterdam. Frank died in a concen­
tration camp in 1945 at age 15. 

Gruwell also suggested they 
might try keeping diaries of their 
own and gave them each a note­
book. 

"So many ofmy students were 
angry, and wanting to lash out 
with fists or handguns," Gruwell 
said. "But I wanted to teach that 
there were other ways to combat 
injustice, like how Anne Frank 
fought back with words. Anne ex­
pressed my students' feeling that 
they were birds in a cage and had 
never been able to fly." 

Sparking students' interest 
Swank, who plays Gruwell in 

the film and serves as the film's 
executive producer, said Gru­
well saw a parallel between Anne 
Frank and her students. "Anne 
Frank was trapped and j udged be­
cause of her religion. When Erin 
saw they could relate to this, she 
thought that maybe it could help 
spark theirinterest to read a book 
and begin to write themselves." 

lt was not an easy sell. Maria 
Reyes, one of Gruwell's students 
whose story is told in "Freedom 
Writers," admits she was cynical 
at first. Reyes said readmg had· 
never been a priority-she was 

15 and reading at a fourth-grade 
level-and "The Diary of Anne 
Frank" was the first volume she'd 
ever read cover to cover. 

"The only reason I botbered 
to try was that Miss G told me 
I would find myself in Anne 
Frank's diary," Reyes recalled. "I 
thought Miss G was full of it, and 
I wanted to prove her wrong." 

She later had what she called 
an "epiphany" at the book's end, 
when Reyes saw Frank's famous 
dedaration that people are real­
ly good at heart. 

"I read this sentence over and 
over," Reyes said. "I suddenly re­
alized that we are all prisoners 
of our own stories, and we are 
trapped in the world that is. Anne 
Frank taught me to see the world 
like it could be." 

Peer·to·peer impact 
According to Jack Polack, 

chairman emeritus of the Anne 
Frank Center in New York City, 
"The Diary of Anne Frank" is, af. 
ter the Bible, the most widely 
read book in the world. It's an 
especially good book for adoles­
cents, he said. 

"The diary describes every­
thing they think about, but in a 
mature way. Anne Frank writes 
about religion and nature; she 
talks about war and the suffer­
ing it causes. She worries over 
sex and is very bitter about her 
relationship with her parents," 
Polack said. "It is all written so 
dearly that children realize she 
is their peer. They are experienc­
ing so much ofwhat she is living 
with that they can relate to it im­
mediately." 

Gruwell took her dass on a 
field trip to the Museum ofToler­
ance and Sirnon Wiesenthai Cen­
ter in Los Angeles. Later she ar­
ranged for them to meet several 
actual Holocaust survivors-Re­
nee Firestone, Eddie llam, Elisa­
beth Mann and Gloria Ungar­
who all appear as themselves in 
"Freedom Writers." 

Eventually, the students raised 
money to bring Miep Gies from 
Holland; it was Gies who helped 
care for the Frank family and sev­
eral others as they hid from the 
Gestapo in an attic during World 
War li. 

At the same time, students 
continued to describe their own 
lives in their own diaries; ex­
cerpts were published in "The 
Freedom Writers Diary" (1999, 
Doubleday). They took the name 
after learning about the Freedom 
Riders who fought against Seg­
regation during the civil rights 
movement. 

After helping her dass gradu­
ate from high school, and seeing 
many of them graduate from col­
lege, Gruwell resigned from Wil­
son High School and now runs 
the Erin Gruwell Education Proj­
ect to help other teachers imple­
ment her methods. 

As part of this curriculum, 
she continues to urge children to 
read "The Diary of Anne Frank." 

What Paul Meant. Garry Wills. Viking 
Press, 2006. 193 pages. $24.95. 

••••• 
Without a doubt, the Apostle 

Paul has influenced the shape and 
trajectory of the Christian move­
ment since its beginning. He has 
been hailed and cursed. 
Acclaimed as the apos­
tle of love and equali­
ty, he also has been de­
nounced as the root of 
the churd1's misogyny. 
Celebrated as the mes­
senger to the Gentiles, 
he also has been tagged 
as the New Testament's 
most outspoken anti­
Semite. He has been praised as an in­
terpreter of Christian faith, and ac­
cused of distorting it beyond all rec­
ognition. So who is this Sau! ofTar­
sus, a.k.a. the Apostle Paul? 

Into this swirling debate, Gar­
ry Wills offers his highly readable 
overview of Paul's place and signif­
icance within the movement Jesus 
Christ inaugurated. Wills contends 
that, far froril being a distorter of Je­
sus' message, Paul is its most genu­
ine interpreter and protector against 
the distortions from both the radical 
Jewish believers and Gentile believ­
ers with Gnostic leanings. 

"What Paul Meant" covers the 
breadth of the most contentious is­
sues concerning Paul, from his rela­
tionship with women to his relation­
ship with the Jews, especially the 
Jewish Christian community repre­
sented by James, the brother of Je­
sus. In fewer than 200 pages, Wills 
manages to provide thought-provok­
ing insights into Paul's mind, as weil 
as fascinating historical detail about 
his life and travels . Many of 
these insights will challenge 
many of our notions about 
who Paul was and how he 
operated. 

Wills succeeds in making 
Paul come alive as a passion­
ate believer that Jesus was 
the long-awaited Messiah 
who would fulfill the prom­
ise God made through Abra­
ham to redeem every nation 
on earth. Some may be disturbed at 
the way Wills treats the New Testa­
ment, especially the Epistles, as a re­
flection of the evolution of and con­
flict in the Christian community, 
but it is hard to argue with his rev­
erent defense of the continuity be­
tween Jesus and Paul.-Jim Holladay 

Here I Am to Worship: Never Lose the 
Wonder of Worshipping the Savior. 
Tim Hughes. Regal Publishing, 2004. 
166 pages. $12.99. ••••• 

"Here I Am to Worship" is anoth­
er book in the Regal Publishing line 
ofworship books called the Worship 
Series. These books are small in size 
and relatively quick reads but they 
are powerful in chanenging readers 
tothink outside their norm and look 
deeper into the subject ofworship. 

The book begins with a heart­
felt understanding of what worship 
is and what it is not. "As I looked 
toward the front of the church, I 
was perplexed to see no drums, no 
amps, no keyboards," Tim Hughes 
writes. "There weren't even any mi­
crophones or speakers set up. I won­
dered how on earth we were going to 
worship. And then it began: A loud 
voice pierced the silence and instant­
ly all the people were on their feet 
singing their hearts out. The joy and 
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heartfelt adoration on the faces of 
the congregation were infectious. I 
wanted what they had." 

Hughes was in a township in 
South Africa where AIDS had rav­
aged the people and the popula­
tion- a place where one might ex­

pect to hear laments ofpain 
and suffering but there was 
only praise to God. How 
could this be? "They had en­
countered the Lord Jesus," 
he explains. "Worship is all 
aboutjesus." 

"Here I Am to Worship" 
causes readers to examine 
their own motives and atti­
tudes when it comes to ex­

periencing God in worship. It is not 
about singing a song or two or even 
"planning" worship. It is about en­
countering Jesus. It is about Ieaders 
leading people in worship to where 
they have been in their own lives 
and not pointing worshippers to 
places the Ieaders have not been in 
a longtime. 

There are a few references in this 
work that some readers would con­
sider charismatic, but these are not 
offensive if understood from the 
context ofthe author's point ofview. 
-Steve Coleman 

leH Behind? What the Bible Really 
Says about the End Times. James M. 
Efird. Smyth and He/wys Publishers, 
2006. 1 OB pages. $12. •••• 

James Efird's goal in this book is 
to expose what he believes are seri­
ous biblical interpretation errors in 
the view of the end tim es portrayed 
in Tim LaHaye's "Left Behind" book 
series. Efird decries the effect this 
book series is having on churches 

and biblical understand­
ing of the end tim es. 

He focuses on three 
aspects ofthat belief sys­
tem, also lmow as the 
premillennial dispensa­
tional view of the end 
times: the rapture, the 
antiehrist and the mil­
lennium. In brief histor­
ical sketches, Efird trac­
es the roots of dispensa­

tional thought and the shaping of 
that thought by 1829 by John Darby 
of England. The bottom line is that 
Efird finds no scriprural support 
for the rapture, the antiehrist and 
the millennium as popularized in 
the 1970s by Hal Lindsey's "The Late 
Great Planet Earth" and now by La­
Haye in the "Left Behind" series. 

Efird is unapologetic, and quite 
po!emical, in his critique. I doubt, 
therefore, that someone who holds 
the views against which Efird writes 
would be persuaded by the book. 
Since the "Left Behind" understand­
ing of the end tim es is such a core be­
lief for those who hold it and since 
Efird's presentation is very "in your 
face," the prospect of this book ac­
complishing change is doubtful. 

The book is much more of a 
"preaching to the choir" kind of 
book. Those who agree with him 
will think the book is wonderful 
and those who disagree will claim 
he is biased in his own interpreta­
tion of Scripture. This book will find 
its home most among those who al­
ready hold Efird's position or are yet 
to form their views since, to his cred­
it, it is a dear and concise record of 
the history of and contents of the 
premillenial dispensational view of 
the end times.- Wayne Hager 

By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C.; 
Jim Holladay, pastor of 
Lyndon Baptist Church 
in Louisville; and Steve 
Coleman, pastor of 
education and youth at 
New Work Fellowship 
in Hopkinsville. They 
welcome feedback 
or suggestions for 
book reviews . Contact 
them via e-mail at: 
whager@adelphia.net; 
lyndonpastor@aol.com; 
risen4me@hotmail.com. 
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PRAYER 
PARTNERS . 

Piease pray for the 
following Kentucky 
Baptist ministries and 
missionaries: 

Trailer 42 Ministry of 
Open Door Community 
Church in Lexington. 
Open Door Church is 
reaching out to meet 
community needs 
through a satellite 
community center 
located in a mobile 
home park, according 
to Assistant Pastor 
Adam Jones. Ministry 
involvement includes 
alcohol and drug 
addiction recovery, 
after school programs, 
agency referrals and 
special evangelistic 
events. Pray that the 
church will be sensitive 
to the Holy Spirit and 
use wisdom as they 
determine the most 
effective ways to reach 
their community 
with the gospel. Pray 
that church members 
will recognize their 
responsibility for 
sharing Christ and 
develop caring 
relationships with 
non-{;hristians in the 
community. 

Mission Service Corps 
Missionaries Casey 

· MOUNTAINS TO THE MISSISSIPPI 
. COMPILED BY STAFF 

• BOWLING GREEN- First Church will 
host the Southern gospel group Leg­
acy Five in concert Feb. 16, 7 p.m. 
• CAMPBELLSVILLE-Saloma Church 
will host a Baptist Men's Day Break­
fast Jan. 28, 9 a.m. 
•LEXINGTON-Michael Welch, min­
ister of education at Grace Church, 
has announced his resignation effec­
tive the end of April. Terrence Free­
man is pastor. 

South Elkhorn Baptist Church re­
cently ordained Youth Minister Kev­
in Buntain to the gospel ministry. 
Damonjones is pastor. 
• OAKLAND-Oaldand Church recent­
ly ordained Ron Havens, Leroy james 
and Ben Kirtley as deacons. Tim Co­
lovos is pastor. 
• PIKEVILLE-First Church recently 
called Dean Scott as minister of stu­
dents. Paul Badgett is pastor. 
• SMITHLAND-The Potter's House 
Worship Center will show the mov­
ie, "Facing the Gi_ants," ]an. 27, 7 p.m. 
Admission is free. 
• WADOY-Pigeon Fork Church re­
cently called Tyre Denney as inter­
im pastor. 

Campbellsville 

_s"""f',\(~ 
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David Goatley, executive secre­
tary of the Lott Carey Baptist 
Foreign Mission Convention, 
will be the featured speaker 
at Campbellsville University's 
Black History Month Celebra­
tion Feb. 14, 10 a.m., at Camp­
bellsville Baptist Church. Goat­
ley, a graduate ofthe University 
of Louisville and Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary, is for­
mer pastor of First Church of 
Campbellsville. For more infor­
mation, contact john Chown­
ing, Campbellsville's vice pres­
ident for church and external 
relations, at jechowning@camp 
bellsville.edu or {270) 789-5520. 

Senate chaplain: 'Give God your best' 
Williamsburg-"Give God your 

best" was the central theme of re­
tired Rear Admiral BarryBlack's con­
vocation message on Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day at the University of the 
Cumberlands. 

Black, who currently is chaplain 
of the U.S. Senate, noted that one of 
the priorities King emphasized was 
to "do your best." 

An even more important priori­
ty is to "give God your best," Black 
added. 

"If you are to give God your best," 
he said, "you need to develop a sen­
sitivity for human needs, you must 
overcome spiritual dullness and you 
must live a life of gratitude." 

Black was elected in 2003 as the 
U.S. Senate's 62nd chaplain. He pre­
viously served 27 years in the U.S. 
Navy, retiring as Chief ofNavy Chap­
lains. He was a 1995 recipient ofthe 
NAACP Renowned Service Award for 
his contributions to civil rights and 
equal opportunity efforts. 
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~~ CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
January 
25-26 Ouarterly Prayer Meeting for 

Spiritual Awakening, Northside 
Baptist Church, Mount Vernon. 

26-27 Preschooi/Children's Ministry 
Meeting, Lakeside Baptist Church, 
Louisville. 

26-27 Woman's Missionary Union 
Regional Retreat, Laure! Lake 
Baptist Camp, Corbin. 

February 
1-3 Youth Leaders Conclave, 

Chattanooga, Tenn . 
2-3 Deacon/Pastor/Spouse Retreat, 

Holiday lnn University Plaza, 
Bowling Green. 

17 Special Needs Ministry Conference, 
Baptist Building, Louisville. 

19 Financial Support lssues for 
Ministers and Church Employees 
Conference, Lone Oak First Baptist 
Church, Paducah. 

20 Financial Support lssues for 
Ministers and Church Employees 
Conference, Daviess-McLean 
Baptist Association, Owensboro. 

21 Financial Support lssues for 
Ministers and Church Employees 
Conference, Eastwood Baptist 
Church , Bowling Green . 

22 Financial Support lssues for 
Ministersand Church Employees 
Conference, Versailles Baptist 
Church. 

23 Financial Support lssues for 
Ministersand Church Employees 
Conference, Florence Baptist 
Church. 

24 "Love 101" True Love Waits 
Conference, Living Hope Baptist 
Church, Bowling Green. 

24 Hispanic Evangelism Conference, 
First Baptist Church, Mount 
Washington. 

26-27 Kentucky Baptist Evangelism 
Conference, Eastwood Baptist 
Church, Bowling Green. 

March 
2-3 Creative Ministry Festival, 

Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville . 

3 AII-State Youth Choir/Orchestra 
Auditions, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville. 

3 Handbell Ring and Share-East, 
lmmanuel Baptist Church , 
Lexington. 

3 RA Congress Region 5, Aberdeen 
Baptist Church, Aberdeen, Ohio. 

3 Vacation Bible School Clinic-East, 
Porter Memorial Baptist Church, 
Lexington. 

7-21 Kentucky Changers College 
Blitz, Boone's Creek Baptist Camp, 
Winchester. 

9-10 Creative Ministries Festival, First 
Baptist Church, Bowling Green. 

10 RA Congress Region 1, Potter's 
Hause Baptist Worship Center, 
Smithland. 

10 RA Congress Region 3, South Fork 
Baptist Church, Hodgenville. 

10 Handbell Ring and Share-West, 
First Baptist Church, Bowling 
Green. 

10 Vacation Bible Schooi-West, 
Second Baptist Church, 
Madisonville. 

17 RA Congress Region 2, Olive 
Branch Baptist Church, Hanson. 

17 RA Congress Region 6, Boone's 
Creek Baptist Camp, Winchester. 

17 Statewide Keyboard Festivals, 
multiple locations. 

20 Simple Church Seminar, 
Crestwood Baptist Church, 
Crestwood . 

For more information, ca/1 (800) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org 

and Kitty Robinson of 
Blackey. The Robinsons 
and their five children 
moved from Saint 
Cloud, Fla., to respond 
to ministry needs at 
Calvary Campus, a 
retreat and educational 
center in southeastern 
Kentucky.Robinson 
serves as assistant to the 
director, coordinating 
the work ofvisiting 
mission teams involved 
in home repair projects, 
bacl<yard Bible clubs, 
vacation Bible school, 
"hollow" parties and 
other evangelistic 
events. Pray for the 
Robinsons as they 
adjust to their new 
ministry and setting. 
Pray also that as they 
invest in the lives of 
local children through 
programs, basketball 
and building personal 
relationships that many 
will come to know Jesus 
Christ as their personal 
Savior and Lord. 

CLASSIFIED Aos 

If you would like 
Kentucky Baptists to 
join in praying for a 
ministry ofyour church 
or association, please 
send the information to 
Eric Allen at BrieAllen 
@kybaptist.org or call 
{866) 489-3530. 

AVAILABLE: Pastor with 25-plus 
years experience for pulpit supply/ 
interims for congregations in Old­
ham and surrounding counties. 
{502) 321-1557. 

SEEKING: Volunteers for Glorieta 
Conference Center. Volunteer March­
November in the mountains, 18 miles 
east of Santa Fe, N.M., at 7,500 feet. 
Serve in maintenance, conference 
support, grounds and food service. 
Long-term commitments are prefera­
ble with a minimum commitment of 
one month. Each volunteer works at 
least 30 hours a week for which Glo­
rieta will provide: a full-hookup RV 
site, or an apartment or hotel room 
and meals. For information or an ap­
plication, contact Lee or Bea Carl, 
Coordinator of Volunteers, at (505) 
757-4298; or Lee.Carl@lifeway.com; 
or mail request to PO Box 8, Glori 
eta, NM 87535; or visit our website, 
www.glorieta.com, and download 
applicationfinformation. 

SEEKING: Full-time office manag­
er for Versailles Baptist Church. Re­
quirements: Professionaloffice man­
agement training or equivalent ex­
perience; computer proficiency in 
Word, PowerPoint Excel, Publisher 
and Windows; excellent interperson­
al and communication skills. Man­
agement experience highly desired. 
Responsibilities include (but not lim­
ited to) receptionist duties, main­
tenance of church calendar, facili-

ties scheduling and operations, of­
fice communication and correspon­
dence, Web site maintenance, secre­
tarial staff support, management of 
non-ministerial staff and general ad­
ministrative duties. Reply by mail to: 
Versailles Baptist Church, 125 East 
Green St., Versailles, KY 40383, Attn: 
Personnel Committee. 

SEEKING: Full-time staff member 
with a focus on outreach and minis­
try to children, youth and families. 
We are a new church start that has 
an existing committed core group 
and adequate resources. The posi­
tion occasionally will require filling 
in for the senior pastor. Seminary 
degree and experience required. If 
interested, please send resume and 
cover letter to: journey Search Com­
mittee, PO Box 22137, Lexington, KY 
40522-2137. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of dis­
cipleship and evangelism with pas­
sion for community outreach and 
church growth. Duties include plan­
ning and implementing balanced 
program of adult discipleship and 
evangelistic activities to promote 
church health and growth; mission 
trip coordination and leadership; 
curriculum, space, and teacher sup­
port for Sunday school, discipleship 
training. Reply by mail to: Versailles 
Baptist Church, 125 East Green St., 
Versailles, KY 40383, Attn: Personnel 
Committee. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth mims­
ter. Send resume to Calvary Hill Bap­
tist Church, PO Box 482, Stanford, KY 
40484; or brooks124@peoplepc.com, 
subject: youth minister. 

SEEKING: Part-time associate pas­
tor with ministry emphasis on chil­
dren, young-adult families . Sala­
ry based on qualifications and ex­
perience. Candidates may e-mail 
resumes with cover letters to: 
rdmantooth@hotmail.com; or mail 
them to First Baptist Church, 123 
East Main St., Morehead, KY 40351, 
Attn. Personnel Committee. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
students. Serninary degree pre­
ferred and experience required. For 
more information, e-mail aw4Jesus 
@yahoo.com. Send resume to: Audu­
bon Baptist Church, 3440 Zion Road, 
Henderson, KY 42420, Attn: Search 
Comrnittee. 

SEEKING: Pianist/organist with 
strong accompanying, sight-read­
ing and improvisational skills for 
blended worship for Versailles Bap­
tist Church. Average worship atten­
dance: 400. Salary negotiable. Some 
organ training preferred. Must be 
available Sunday mornings, Wednes­
day nights and occasional Special ser­
vices and rehearsals. For more infor­
mation, contact Maria Lester, min­
ister of music, at {859) 873-7338; or 
e-mail maria@versaillesbaptist.org. 
John Brandon is pastor. 

SEEKING: Morning piano player 
for small congregation. Call pastor at 
{502) 777.fj797. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
youthfchildren. Salary negotiable 
based on education and experience. 
Send resumes: Dr. Tom Stokes, First 
Baptist Church, 302 North Magnolia, 
Tompkinsville, KY 42167. Telephone: 
{207) 487.fj538. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
youth and children. Candidate 
should have seminary degree or 
equivalent. Minister will equip par­
ents, committees and other adult 
members to develop an effective dis­
cipleship environment for education 
and outreach for K-12; plan and im­
plement retreats, camps and mission 
activities. Reply by mail to: Versailles 
Baptist Church, 125 East Green St., 
Versailles, KY 40383, Attn: Personnel 
Committee. 

SEEKING: Minister to students for 
small KentuckyfSouthern Baptist­
aligned church in south central Ken­
tucky in the heart ofBig South Fork 
Recreation Area. Individual would 
work with youth in grades 1-12. We 
are looking for someone to devel­
op and lead our youth in spiritual 
growth. Piease send resume and ad­
dress any questions to: Pastor Ron­
ald Davis, Whitley City First Baptist 
Church, PO Box 670, Whitley City, KY 
42653. Phone: {606) 376-2418; e-mail: 
fbwc@highland.net. 

' ' 
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Postcards from P 
Winter chill doesn 't dim KS U students' 
memories of spiritual success in 2006 
Editor's Note: The Southern Baptist 
International Mission Board recently re/eased 
a series of stories about student missionaries 
serving in Peru last summer This year, the 
!MB again will be seeking summer, semester 
and short-term missionaries For details, visit 
www.imb.org 
By Marie Travis 
Baptist Press 

lima, Peru (BP)-Amid the ex­
haust fumes and bustle ofinner-city 
Lima, Peru, an elderly woman sits 
hunched on the steps of a shop, her 
hands begging for help. Gina Rob­
erts, a Southern Baptist internation­
al missionary, places a single coin in 
the woman's hand. 

Gina and her husband, Quen­
tin, are the first Southern Baptist 
missionaries to target drug addicts, 
prostitutes and the poor in Lima's 
inner city. 

With the help of a volunteer 
team, including students from Ken­
tucky State University in Frankfort, 
the Robertses prayerwalk the city's 
streets and distribute hundreds of 
invitations to a new missions out­
reach center that opened its doors 
in August. Named "Esperanza Ur­
bana" (Urban Hope), the center sits 
among prostitution houses and dis­
cotheques. Quentirr and Gina hold 
Bible studies and English as a Second 
Language classes at the center. 

Ky. students serve "hopeless" city 
"I think, for me, the main strang­

hold on the inner city is it's a city 
that has no lights," Gina said, add­
ing that the light most absent is "the 
light ofChrist." 

Lima is "a city where the popula­
tion lives in hopelessness," she said. 

"There arejust all these dark plac­
es," said L'Tonya Johnson, a 25-year­
old Kentucky State student. "Every­
thing is very grim-the people are 
sonumb." 

Surrounded by the physical dark­
ness cast by the pollution-stained 
buildings that tower over the bus­
tling metropolis, Quentirr and Gina 
face the challenge of pushing back 
the spiritual darkness. 

"This can only happen through 
prayer and volunteers, national and 

international, commll:tmg to fer­
vently plead before the Lord for this 
darkness to be removed from Lima," 
Gina said. 

The Robertses said they hope 
many volunteer groups will follow 
the Kentucky volunteers to help 
with their ministry in Lima. 

"We need people who have a pas­
sion for people, who have a bold­
ness for sharing the gospel of Jesus 
Christ," Gina said. "We need people 
who are not intimidated by a crowd 
... (and who will) come and demon­
strate Christ's Iove to the people of 
the inner city." 

The collegians prayerwalked and 
participated in street evangelism. 
They also performed a series of dra­
mas and songs in three local parks. 
The dramas focused on sexual absti­
nence and the dangers of premarital 
sex, drug abuse and prostitution. 

Students' dramas bear fruit 
The Robertses said that most of 

the women and girls who work as 
prostitutes average three to five cus­
tomers a day. For a day's work, they 
make only about 12 soles-or $3.70. 

"There is no political, social. le­
gal or medical intervention for 
these women," Gina said. "Not only 
do they have a high risk of contract­
ing HIV/AIDS and other venereal dis­
eases, but prostitution is traveling 
through the generations." 

She explained that a 40-year­
old mother might remain a prosti­
mte all her life in order to feed her 
family. The real tragedy is that her 
daughter will follow suit because 
she knows no other life. 

Gina and Quentin's goal is to 
provide alternatives outside of sex, 
drugs and discos for these women. 

Todd Quire, a 24-year-old Ken­
tucky State student, said he hopes 
the dramas planted seeds of the gos­
pel that will change people's lives. 
The spiritual seeds will be harvested, 
he said, because they were sown in 
the Holy Spirit. "We are messengers 
for Christ," he said. "He can trans­
form your life." 

"Some plant, some water and oth­
ers see the increase," Johnson added. 

STARTING ON THE RIGHT FOOT Kentucky State University volunteer team 
members pray at the start of their prayerwalk araund the inner city of Lima, Peru. 
The KSU students served through REAP South, an initiative of the Southern Baptist 
International Mission Board to share the gospel with the people of South America. (BP 
photos by Kyle Kurlick) 

"There is such an over­
whelming need for food 
and work," she said, 
"but the greatest need 
is God. He will meet all 
needs." 

The Robertses said 
they want their minis­
try to bring hope to ev­
eryone who comes to 
the mission outreach 
center-that's why they 
named it Urban Hope. 
"It will truly be a place to develop 
a growing relationship with Jesus 
Christ," Gina said. 

She also wants it to be a place 
where prostitutes can find refuge 
and begin a new life, physically and 
spiritually. 

"I want to Iet ladies know they 
are made in God's image," Gina said. 
"That alone makes them very special 
and beautiful." 

As a result ofthe Kentucky team's 
dramas, two local believers-a psy­
chologist and an attorney-want to 
work with the Robertses to organize 
a program designed specifically for 
male and female prostitutes. 

"It's just amazing what God did 
when the KSU team carne, as weil 
as what God will continue to do," 
Quentirr said. 

REAP South serves rural residents 
As the KSU students served in the 

crowded, busy streets of Lirna, an­
other team of students mirristered 
in a village nestled in the Andes 
Mountains. 

Members of Kirby Woods Bap­
tist Church in Memphis, Tenn., and 
other Southern Baptists, served res­
idents of Santiaga de Chocorvos, 
most of whom have never had the 
opportunity to hear the gospel. 

Kathryn Oder, Lindy Moser and 
Elliot Jetfries went to Santiaga as 
part of the REAP (Rapid Entry Ad­
vance Plan) South prograrn. The 
Southern Baptist International Mis­
sion Board-related program steers 
rnissionaries into rural areas in the 
mountains and jungles of Peru and 
Bolivia where they can interact with 
unreached people groups. 

Oder, Moser and Jetfries did plen­
ty of interacting. 

Every day around 3 p.m. they 
headed to the basketball court to 
play "futbol" (soccer) andjacks with 
the children. Through these activi­
ties, the missionaries shared Christ 
with the children's parents, farnily 
members and friends. 

Every Friday evening the mission­
aries held a service in the village pla­
za. With mostly children in atten-
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dance, they taught Bible verses and 
songs. Oder, who plays the guitar, 
led the music, and Jetfries preached 
while Moser translated. 

In addition to their regular activ­
ities, the three young people found 
themselves involved in a number 
of unusual rninistries during their 
time in Peru. 

"The first month we werein San­
tiaga we went to the river and were 
able to help more than 50 people sift 
rocks and dirt to mal<e bricks for 
the mayor's new house," said Oder, 
20, from CrossRoads Church in Nor­
folk, Va. "We called this ministry 'riv­
er evangelism.' We were able to teil 
them aboutJesus as we worked with 
them." 

Many of the locals were surprised 
the missionaries helped with the Ia­
bor. "It was a good witness ," said Jef­
fries, 21, from Kirby Woods Church. 

Because there were no washing 
machines-and little running wa­
ter-the missionaries began wash­
ing their clothes at the river, fed by 
clear, glacier water from the moun­
tains. This also turned into a minis­
try time. "We went down (to the riv­
er) most Fridays," Oder said. "There 
were always people to talk to. We 
called this 'rinse-and-repeat minis­
tries."' 

To learn about getting involved 
in the REAP South program in Peru, 
visit reapsouth.org. To learn more 
about other mission work, visit 
imb.org and thetask.org. 

SHARING GOD'S WORD 
Whi/e serving in Peru, 
Kathryn Oder (left) met 
daily with Maria Asterias 
Rames to read Bible 
stories to her as she 
knits. Other Santiaga de 
Chocorvos residents, such 
as this young boy, also 
stop by. Oder is a member 
of CrossRoads Church in 
Norfolk, Va. 




