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Poll: Most in U.S.
say moral values
have weakened

Washington (RNS)—Three-quarters
of Americans believe moral values in
America have weakened in the last
20 years, and almost half think they
have weakened significantly, accord-
ing to a survey released March 7 by
the Media Research Center.

“Today, Americans in general
continue to believe in classic virtues
like thrift, charity and honesty, but
in their personal lives don’t neces-
sarily practice those virtues,” said
Brent Bozell, president of the Alex-
andria, Va-based center. “America
is becoming increasingly situational
in its ethics and in its morals.”

The survey found that 74 percent
of American adults said they believe
moral values in the United States are
weaker than they were two decades
ago, while 48 percent said moral val-
ues were “much weaker.”

The study was conducted by the
Alexandria-based polling firm Fab-
rizio, McLaughlin & Associates and
the center’s Culture and Media In-
stitute.

Sixty-eight percent of Americans
surveyed said the media—both en-
tertainment and news—have a detri-
mental effect on moral values. More
specifically, 73 percent said enter-
tainment media had a negative in-
fluence on moral values while 54
percent said the news media do.

Eighty-seven percent of Amer-
icans said they believe in God,
while 36 percent agreed that people
should always live by God’s princi-
ples and teachings.

Seeking a specific example of
American ethics, researchers asked
respondents what they would do if
a restaurant check arrived at their
table with items missing from the
bill; 70 percent said they would in-
form the waiter and pay the correct
amount, while 25 percent said they
would pay the smaller tab.

Show &

The Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention’s 2007 Creative Min-
istries Festivals attracted
more than 2,200 participants
to workshops March 2-3 at
Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville and
March 9-10 at First Baptist
Church of Bowling Green. The
annual festivals provide train-
ing in a variety of ministries
such as juggling, drama, pup-
pets and balloon art. m Above:
Bryan Spitler (left) and Shawn
Wallick of Spin 4 Ministries
perform a juggling demon-
stration during the opening
celebration of the festival in
Louisville. m Right: Members
of Action Ministries’ interna-
tional mime troupe take part
in the annual ministry festi-
vals. (Photos by Mandi Buck-
ner) Story and more photos
on page 3.

Study: Church, denominational 'onalty tied to members’ longevity

Nashville (BP)—Two-thirds of
American Protestant churchgoers
feel they will continue attending the
same church in the near future, ac-
cording to research conducted for
LifeWay Christian Resources’ Facts &
Trends magazine.

The average length of time adults
have been attending the same
church is 13.7 years, according to
findings from the study conducted
by Ellison Research of Phoenix.

But researchers pointed out av-
erages can be skewed by a relative-
ly small number of people who
cite very high numbers, with some
churchgoers having attended the
same congregation for decades.
They noted that a more accurate re-
flection of churchgoers in general is
the median figure of 6.6 years, which
means half of all churchgoers have
been attending the same church for

less time than that, and half for a
greater length of time.

The study, which examined loy-
alty to denominations and specif-
ic churches, as well as length and
frequency of attendance, was based
on a representative sample of 1,184
adults who attend a Protestant
church in the United States at least
once a month.

Of all churchgoers in the study,
13 percent have been attending
their current congregation for less
than a year. Another 16 percent have
been at their current church for one
to two years, 11 percent for three to
four years, 18 percent for five to nine
years, 16 percent for 10 to 19 years
and 26 percent for two decades or
longer.

People who are age 55 or older
are particularly likely to be longtime
participants in the same church,

with a median length of attendance
of 15 years.

Lutheran and Presbyterian de-
nominations are particularly likely
to have people attending the same
church for many years; the median
length of attendance among Luther-
ans is 12.5 years, and among Presby-
terian congregations it is 10.6 years.
Nondenominational churches (me-
dian of 3.9 years) and Pentecostal/
charismatic denominations (medi-
an of 5 years) are among those with
the shortest time of attendance.

The denominational groups most
likely to show frequent attendance
or participation in church are Pente-
costals and Baptists. In general, peo-
ple attending evangelical churches
are more likely to be involved more
than four times per month than
those attending mainline Protestant
churches (46 percent to 36 percent).

People under the age of 35, mean-
while, are less likely than others to
be involved more than four times
per month.

Among all Protestant church-
goers, 30 percent typically attend
services or activities at the church
less than every week, 29 percent go
weekly and 41 percent attend more
than once a week.

While two-thirds of all church-
goers said they definitely will con-
tinue to attend the same church in
the near future, 25 percent said they
“probably” will continue attending
the same church, while 7 percent
said they may or may not do so and
1 percent already were making plans
to leave their current church.

Loyalty to a specific church did
not vary much among various types
of churchgoers. There were no stb-
0 See Study: Longevity ... Page 9
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ern Baptist institution may seek to
remove a rookie trustee for alleged

western Baptist Theological Sem-
inary, which is in a dispute with
trustee Dwight McKissic.

Last year, trustees of
the Southern Baptist In-
ternational Mission Board
planned to remove Oklaho-
ma pastor Wade Burleson
from their ranks but later
reversed that decision.

In both cases, the trust-
ee controversies emerged
around the issue of “private
prayer languages,” a controversial
devotional practice related to speak-
ing in tongues.

No trustee has ever been removed
from a Southern Baptist board.

McKissic: “21st-century lynching”

McKissic, pastor of Cornerstone
Baptist Church in Arlington, Texas,
McKissic, said Southwestern’s effort
to remove him as a trustee “is noth-
ing but a 21stcentury lynching of an
independent-thinking black man

port for the Southern Baptist Con-
vention. Because I will not join the

BAPTIST DIGEST

Pastor cleared on sex soliciting charges. A former mem-
ber of the Southern Baptist Convention Executive Commit-
tee was found not guilty March 7 of offering to engage in a
lewd act. Lonnie Latham, then 60 and pastor of South Tul-
sa Baptist Church, was arrested Jan. 3, 2006, after alleged-
ly inviting a male undercover Oklahoma City police officer
to his hotel room for sex. He pleaded not guilty in February
2006. As a former Southern Baptist leader, Latham often de-
fended the SBC’s opposition to same-sex relations. After his
arrest he resigned from the SBC Executive Committee, the
Board of Directors of the Baptist General Convention of
Oklahoma and his church.

Baptist history organization moves to Mercer. In a move
that will put an American Baptist history collection and
a former Southern Baptist history group under the same
roof, the Baptist History and Heritage Society announced
that it will relocate to Mercer University. The society’s main
offices will move from Tennessee to the school’s Atlanta
campus in July, officials said. Mercer’s main campus is in
Macon, Ga. Last September, the American Baptist Historical
Society also consolidated its archival collections at Mercer.
The American Baptist group holds the largest collection of
Baptist history resources in the world.

Golden Gate to establish Ph.D. program. Golden Gate Bap-
tist Theological Seminary will offer a doctor of philoso-
phy program beginning this fall. The Ph.D. program at the
Southern Baptist Convention’s sole Western seminary will
offer degrees in Old Testament and New Testament studies,
with minors in theology and church history. The new pro-
gram has been approved by two independent accreditation
agencies—the Western Association of Schools and Colleges
and the Association of Theological Schools.

Baptist philanthropist John Baugh dies. Philanthropist
John Baugh of Houston, a major benefactor of moderate
Baptist causes and institutions, died March 5 at the age of
91. He has been in declining health for several years. Baugh,
a member of Tallowood Baptist Church in Houston, was
founder of Sysco Corporation. Since its beginning in 1969,
it has become North America’s leading foodservice market-
er and distributor, with $30.3 billion in annual sales and
47,500 employees. Baugh was a longtime regent of Baylor
University and continued to serve as regent emeritus in re-
cent years. He and his wife, Eula Mae, were the primary do-
nors behind Baylor’s Truett Theological Seminary. By one
estimate, he donated more than $20 million to Baylor.

Arlington, Texas (ABP)—For the sec-
| ond time in as many years, a South-

misconduct. This time it’s South-

Dwight McKissic

who. has demonstrated strong sup-

‘good old boys club,’ I'm subjected to
removal as a trustee.”

McKissic preached a sermon at
Southwestern Seminary last August
in which he acknowledged he has
practiced a private prayer language
since his days as a student at South-
western. He said he disagreed with
the IMB’s November 2005 decision
to amend its list of mission-
ary qualifications to exclude
those who use a “prayer lan-
guage” in private.

Kissic’s sermon, Southwest-
ern trustees adopted a poli-
cy stating the Southern Bap-
tist seminary would not “en-
dorse in any way, advertise
or commend the conclu-
sions of the contemporary charis-
matic movement including ‘private
prayer language.” McKissic was the
lone trustee to vote against it.
Trustee chairman Van McClain
said McKissic inappropriately used
confidential material sent to him as
a trustee in advance of the board’s
meeting last October. McClain also
said he is concerned about the way
McKissic has expressed his disagree-
ment with board actions and semi-
nary policies, the chairman told the
Southern Baptist Texan, newsjour-
nal of the conservative Southern
Baptists of Texas Convention.

Two. months after Mc- -

McClain said trustee leaders tried
to meet privately with McKissic to
discuss their concerns about his
behavior. But McKissic insisted on
bringing outside witnesses and tape-
recording the meeting, McClain
said, adding that would make a pri-
vate meeting impossible.

“He has not worked with us in a
way that gives many hope that there
will be reconciliation and redemp-
tion,” McClain told the Texan. “I've
tried to work privately through cor-
respondence, and he’s made that
private correspondence public. He
quotes me out of context and does
not give the full context of our con-
versation, so he slants the conversa-
tion however he wants to.”

Trustee leaders seek meeting

Trustee leaders will try again to
meet with McKissic immediately pri-
or to their April 2 board meeting,
said McClain, who already has asked
the Arlington pastor to resign. If that
meeting is unsuccessful, trustees
may ask the Southern Baptist Con-
vention in June to remove him.

“This is not a question about the
issue of private prayer language; he
has the right to believe whatever
he wants about private prayer lan-
guage,” McClain said. “This is about
his conduct as a trustee of South-
western Seminary.”

Southwestern exploring McKissic’s removal from board

In a statement March 5, McKissic
denied he has broken any rules of
confidentiality. “In the past months,
I have asked Brother McClain to pro-
vide me with copies of any confiden-
tiality policies governing trustee ma-
terial,” he wrote. “I have not received
any copy of such policies, and I have
been told by Brother McClain that
no confidentiality policies exist.”

Burleson likewise was accused of
a breach of confidentiality for airing
IMB trustee information on his blog.
Burlseon denies any trustee policies
were broken. He since has called for
an investigation of the trustees han-
dling of the dispute.

Although IMB trustees cancelled
plans to ask the SBC to remove Bur-
leson, they placed strict limitations
on his involvement with the board,
barring him from executive sessions
and committees.

Despite Southwestern’s attempts
to remove him, McKissic said he re-
mains committed to the seminary.

“Southwestern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary is very dear to my
heart, and I consider my trustee-
ship to be a great privilege and re-
sponsibility given by Southern Bap-
tists,” he said. “I am unwavering in
my support of the institution, and I
am resolved to walk prayerfully and
sensitively through these troubling
times.” ‘

Jamaican pastor nominated as next BWA leader

Falls Church, Va. (ABP)—Neville
Callam will make history if he is
elected general secretary of the Bap-
tist World Alliance in July.

If elected, the 55-year-old Jamai-
can pastor will be the first non-white
chief executive of the international
Baptist organization, which repre-
sents approximately 110 million Bap-
tists in national and regional bodies
across the globe. He also would be
the first general secretary in BWA’s
101-year history to hail from some-
where other than the United States
or Europe.

Callam, who would succeed Den-
ton Lotz, the organization’s retiring
general secretary, was announced as
the nominee March 7 during a meet-
ing of the BWA Executive Commit-
tee at the group’s Falls Church, Va.,
headquarters.

“Rev. Callam is a seminal theolog-
ical thinker ... and he is an articulate
statesman,” said John Sundquist,
chairman of the search committee

that recommended Callam. “I was so
impressed by his capacity to listen—
the way he is able to take any ques-
tion, any inquiry, and begin to exe-
gete it biblically.”

Sundquist called Callam a “ge-
nius” who is “a Renaissance man—
and a dedicated, humble follower of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

Callam, in response, said he
would offer only one sentence: “All I
have to say is, if this is how the Lord
is leading us, I am willing to follow.”

His election will not become for-
mal until the organization’s larg-
er governing body, the BWA Gener-
al Council, votes on Callam’s nomi-
nation during its July meeting in Ac-
cra, Ghana.

Callam, pastor of Tarrant Bap-
tist Church in Kingston, Jamaica,
has been involved in BWA for more
than 20 years. He has served on BWA
governing bodies and on several oth-
er committees and work groups for
the organization. He currently is a

member of BWA’s Implementation
Task Force, which is charged with
restructuring the organization for
the future.

Callam has served two terms as
president of the Jamaica Baptist
Union and has, at various times,
held every other office for that de-
nomination, including acting gen-
eral secretary.

He also serves as a member of
the World Council of Churches’
Faith and Order Commission. It is a
theological discussion forum whose
membership is not limited to de-
nominations that cooperate with
the ecumenical council. Southern
Baptist leader Timothy George, dean
of Samford Univeristy’s Beeson Di-
vinity School, is the only other Bap-
tist on the commission. ;

A graduate of the University of
the West Indies and Harvard Divin-
ity School, Callam is a specialist in
Christian ethics. He and his wife,
Dulcie, have two grown children.

Graham, other world Baptist leaders honor BWA’s Lotz

McLean, Va. (ABP)—A capacity
crowd of 750 people gathered March
3 to honor Baptist World Alliance
General Secretary Denton Lotz who
will retire this year as head of the in-
ternational Baptist organization.

Lotz joined the BWA staff as its
evangelism director in 1980. He be-
came BWA'’s chief officer in 1988. He
saw it through some of its most chal-
lenging years, as it supported op-
pressed churches in the former Sovi-
et Union and communist Eastern Eu-
rope, endured the unexpected death
of Lotz’s predecessor and survived
the withdrawal of its largest mem-
ber body, the Southern Baptist Con-
vention.

“The Lord raised you up for such
a time as we've been through,” evan-

gelist Billy Graham said, via a letter
to Lotz. “Your strong leadership and
personal faith has been an inspira-
tion and blessing to me. ... Not only
will the Baptist World Alliance miss
you, but your ecumenical leadership
will be missed throughout the world
church.”

Graham’s daughter, Anne Gra-
ham Lotz, is Denton Lotz’s sister-in-
law. She read the letter from her ail-
ing father, who was unable to attend
the banquet.

Another presentation featured a
synopsis of Lotz’s life. It highlighted
his service in Eastern and Central Eu-
rope as a missionary with the Amer-
ican Baptist Churches USA. While
serving there, he also taught at the
International Baptist Theological

Seminary, then located in Riisch-
likon, Switzerland.

Recognizing Lotz’s humanitari-
an efforts, Wallace Charles Smith,
pastor of Washington’s Shiloh Bap-
tist Church, challenged those in at-
tendance to participate in the final
push to endow a BWA human rights
award to be named for Lotz.

Theo Angelov, who once served as
head of the Bulgarian Baptist Union,
cited Lotz’s encouragement as a key
factor in sustaining Baptist churches
during the Soviet era.

Expressing his appreciation, Lotz
issued a plea for unity. “One of the
great doctrines of the Christian faith
is unity,” he said. “Therefore, I would
pray with you and plead with you to
work for the unity of Baptists.”
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Mid-year CP total
$500,000 below
projected budget

Louisville—Halfway through
the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion’s 2006-07 fiscal year, Co-
operative Program receipts are
more than $500,000 below bud-
get and almost 2 percent be-
low the previous mid-year CP
receipts.

“It is a concern that this is
the lowest we’ve been in re-
lation to the prior year since
2003-04 and the lowest com-
pared to budget since 2002-03,”
said KBC Executive Director Bill
Mackey.

While CP receipts in the
second half of the year gener-
ally are higher than the first
six months, Mackey added, “In
terms of budget, adjustments
will need to be made soon if re-
ceipts do not improve.”

As the end of February, CP
gifts totaled $11,275,383. That
is $505,617 below the mid-
year budget of $11,781,000 and
$218,083 below the same peri-
od a year ago.

Mackey noted that Restrict-
ed Kentucky Only receipts (in-

. come designated specifical-
ly for Kentucky Baptist minis-
tries) also are down significant-
ly. The designated funds, which
have been decreasing each of
the past three years, totaled
$195,441 through February.
That is down 8.6 percent from
the same time last year and be-
low budget by 17.7 percent.

On the positive side, special
offerings are up for the year.
The Eliza Broadus Offering for
State Missions is up 14 percent,
the Lottie Moon Christmas Of
fering for International Mis-
sions is up 9.2 percent and the
Annie Armstrong Easter Offer-
ing for North American Mis-
sions is up 3.89 percent.

Festivals equip 2,200 to perform mlmstry |

Louisville—Whether you were
looking for tips on clowning, pup-
petry, mime, juggling or numerous
other creative ministries, the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention’s 2007 Cre-
ative Ministries Festivals were the
places to be.

This year’s festivals at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Lou-
isville March 2-3 and First Baptist
Church of Bowling Green March 9-10
attracted a combined total of more
than 2,200 workshop participants
from approximately 180 churches.

More than 70 workshop topics
ranged from “Creative Crafts on a
Budget” and “Dinner Theater 101” to
“Comedy Improvisation” and “Mime
for All Seasons.”

Tom Smoot, director of the KBC’s
creative ministries group, has coor-
dinated the annual festivals since
1989.

During the past 18 years, Smoot
said, one of the most significant
changes has been the increased qual-
ity of performances by participating
churches.

“Each church is striving to do the

best they can do,” he said, “and each

year they get better.”

The festivals have grown to in-
clude 35 faculty members and 24
church performances at each site.

Noting that American culture
“has become a very visual-orient-
ed society because of television and
Internet,” Smoot said, “People want
to be shown something rather than
just told.”

He said a primary goal of the an-
nual festivals is “to allow churches to
see and hear the gospel shared. They
turn around and take it home and
share it at home.”

Encouraging churches to use cre-
ative ministries to share the gos-
pel during mission trips and back-
yard Bible clubs as well as at area
campgrounds and local communi-
ty festivals, Smoot said, “People are
hungry for it. They want it. Church-
es just need to take advantage of it
and doit.”

‘Rolando Muiiiz, regional Hispanic

strategist for KBC, dies at age 42

Hodgenville—Rolando Muniz, a
Kentucky Baptist Hispanic church
planter and pastor, died March 5 due
to complications from recent heart
surgery. He was 42.

Muniz was appointed by the
Southern Baptist North American
Mission Board as a regional Hispan-
ic strategist for the Kentucky Baptist
Convention. He was based out of Lib-
erty Baptist Association in Hodgen-
ville.

“Rolando was a very gifted
church planter,” said Larry Baker,
director of the KBC’s new work and
associational missions department.
“He had a great heart for reaching
Hispanics, and had an equally great
heart for the work going on in Ang-
lo churches. He was perfect for what
he was doing.”

Muiiiz came to the KBC in 2006
from Georgia, where he was serv-
ing as a church planter and pastor
for Iglesia Bautista Elohim in Rabun
County. Prior to that, he had served
as a church planter and pastor for
Iglesia Bautista Neuva Esperanza in
Chalemette, La. During that time, he

also served as associational Hispanic
discipleship director for the Greater
New Orleans Baptist Association.

Throughout his ministry, Muniz
served in a number of leadership
positions. He was a member of the
Georgia Baptist Convention Execu-
tive Committee, a member of the ad-
visory committee for the Northeast
Georgia Area Missions project, and
treasurer for the Hispanic Pastors As-
sociation of New Orleans.

A native of San Juan, Puerto Rico,
Muiiz came to the United States to
pursue a degree from Florida Bible
College in 1991. After earning an

associate’s degree in biblical educa- -

tion, he earned a bachelor’s degree
in pastoral studies at New Orleans
Baptist Thelogical Seminary. He re-
ceived additional training in music,
church planning and evangelism
through NAMB and the Georgia Bap-
tist Convention.

Muniz is survived by his wife, Sa-
rai and two children, Esther and Jo-
sias. His funeral service was held
March 8 at South Fork Baptist
Church in Hodgenville.

CREATIVE MINISTRIES Scenes from the
2007 KBC Creative Ministries Festivals
include: m Top: Barbara and Nick Frasher
clown around. m Left: A young workshop
participant shows off a new balloon hat.
m Below: Jason Anderson (right) leads a
puppetry workshop. (Photos by Mandi

Buckner)

Literacy missions pioneer Lillian Issacs dies

Tallahassee, Fla.—Lillian Isaacs, a longtime
Baptist missionary and literacy missions pio-
neer, died March 2. She was 88.

Isaacs laid the groundwork for Southern

_Baptist literacy missions in Pineville, Ky., in
1959 and remained involved in the ministry
throughout her lifetime. Her legacy includes
a network of tutors and literacy missions avail-
able today in churches throughout the South-
ern Baptist Convention.

“Lillian had a great heart for literacy mis-
sions,” said Rebecca Carnell, literacy consultant
for the Kentucky Baptist Convention. “She was
a lady of prayer and Bible study, and that was
truly what motivated her to do her work. She
wanted others to be able to read the Bible.”

Isaacs first identified the need for Southern
Baptist literacy missions while assisting her
husband, John, a pastor and teacher at Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College in Pineville. During
that time, she encountered pastors with many
church members who could not study the Bible
because they could not read.

Sensing an opportunity to share the gos-
pel of Christ by teaching people to read, she
attended a Woman’s Missionary Union meet-
ing and called for others to join her in litera-
cy missions.

Isaacs secured initial support from First

Baptist Church of Pineville and WMU. In Oc-
tober 1959, she organized the SBC’s first lit-
eracy training workshop, held at Clear Creek
and sponsored by the former Southern Baptist
Home Mission Board. Trained volunteers then
began working with local pastors and WMU to
start literacy groups in the community.

Isaacs and her family moved to Alaska in
1960 to do further mission work and develop
literacy programs for people there. She eventu-
ally was appointed as a full-time literacy mis-
sionary and was placed in charge of literacy
work in Alaska and the eastern United States.
Isaacs continued working nationally for liter-
acy missions even after retiring in Tallahassee
in 1972. i

Isaacs personally taught thousands of peo-
ple to read throughout her ministry career. Be-
cause of her efforts, the North American Mis-
sion Board created a literacy mission division
and continues to organize literacy efforts to-
day.

The Kentucky Baptist Convention’s mission
service and ministries department presents an
award each year in Isaacs’ honor at the annual
Literacy Volunteers Conference.

Anative of Alabama, Isaacs was a graduate of
Mercer University. She was the author of “Light
Breaking Forth,” a book about her students.
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Trustee credibility

It appears the search committee
has been quite deliberate in making
their recommendation for the next
president of the Southern Baptist
North American Mission Board. He

appears well qualified both by edu- -

cation and experience.

The financial mistakes
of the previous adminis-
tration have been docu-
mented in the press, and
the NAMB trustees have in-
tervened, to their credit. I
hope the trustees will add
to their credibility by stat-
ing what the salary will be for the
new president.

Why should there be any hesita-
tion to providing this information to
the members of our churches? I urge
the NAMB trustees to lead the way
to a greater confidence in the can-
didate and our cooperative work by
providing full information regard-
ing his election. :

Lee Bolfon
Shelbyville

Don’t change name

I may be in the minority, butI am
saddened that we believe that elimi-
nating the name “Baptist” from any
of our churches, colleges, homes, of
fices, hospitals, etc., will cause us to
be better received by the world at
large. I for one am proud to be called
a Baptist, and grateful that so many
have given their entire life to be
called by that precious name.

BAPTIST

FORUM

It was the name chosen by our
Lord, and if He thought it was spe-
cial, who am I to disagree? I am
afraid we have forgotten that the
Great Commission is about sharing
the gospel. Are we preparing the way
of our Lord or man? -

According to Matthew 3:1-3:
“In those days came John
the Baptist, preaching in
the wilderness of Judea,
and saying, Repent ye: for
the kingdom of heaven
is at hand. For this is he
that was spoken of by the
prophet Isaiah, saying, The
voice of one crying in the
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight.”

I don’t see any reason for the
name change and I hope I am not
the only Baptist who feels that way.

Jim Adgams
Morganfield

Separate isn’t special

As a lifelong Baptist, I must write
to address something that troubled
me in reading the Feb. 27 article
on “special needs” students in the
church.

As a mom of a 39year-old son,
who has cerebral palsy, I quick-
ly read the article and ended up in
tears. Not tears of joy, but of sadness
that once again LifeWay’s approach
to “inclusion” is to send the message
that “separate and special” is the
best approach.

While there might be some peo-
ple with disabilities who desire sep-

arate worship experiences or Sun-
day school classes, my son and many
others would refuse to attend. [ am
pleased to say that in our church he
is in the young men’s class with men
his own age. They include him in ev-
ery aspect of their class activities,
from bowling leagues to Bible stud-
ies. His verbal speech is limited and
difficult to understand, but these
men communicate with him very
well because they value his friend-
ship.

For him to be placed in a “special
needs” classroom would be like say-
ing, “All overweight people should
attend Class B, while the skinny,
physically fit ones should attend
Class A.” My son is so much more
than his cerebral palsy.

The message of your articles may
not have intended to imply that all
people with “special needs” should
have these “special classes” created
for them. But after reading it three
times, I felt the same result. While I
applaud your efforts at recognizing
that people with disabilities should
be included as valued members of
our congregations, I regret to see
that full inclusion is not your major
emphasis. I suggest that LifeWay and
Southern Baptists everywhere do
further study to learn more in-depth
how to reach out to people with dis-
abilities. And most importantly, ask
some of us parents and our sons
and daughters what we would like
to see as the church’s response to
our needs.

Marla L. May
Lexington

It’s time to believe God

By Henry Blackaby
Atlanta (BP)—Faith can only oper-
ate in the present. It takes no faith to

healed the boy that His disciples had
failed to heal. When He did this He
said to the boy’s father, “All things

believe what has been— are possible to him who
that’s settled. Likewise, [HEI\/\/I3 AV A believes.”

it takes no faith to be-

lieve what God can do, for with God
all things are possible. Faith func-
tions in what you believe God is go-
ing to do right now.

Jesus told His disciples, “If you
have faith ... nothing will be impos-
sible for you” (Matthew 17:20). Then,
Jesus demonstrated such faith as He

Our Lord is constant-
ly assuring us as well of what can
happen if we but have faith in Him.
This is especially true in our work
places, our homes and our churches.
For us, it is time to believe God.

And from the Scriptures, what
should we do? For Hebrews 11:6 de-
clares that “without faith it is im-

possible to please Him, for he who
comes to God must believe that He
is, and that He is a rewarder of those
who diligently seek Him.” Therefore,
in these urgent days let us:

® Come to know Him.

m Believe Him as He has reveled
Himself to us.

m Seek Him.

® Expect Him to respond.

mCome to the full knowledge
that nothing is impossible with God
(Jeremiah 32:27, Luke 1:37, Luke 18:
27, Matthew 19:26).
Henry Blackaby is the founder of Blackaby
Ministries International in Atlanta

In honor of faithful pastors

Irecently had the privilege of par-
ticipating in the 20th anniversary
celebration of Scott Ford as pastor
of Maceo Baptist Church in
Daviess-McLean Baptist As-
sociation.

I preached from 1 Thes-
salonians 2:7-11 where Paul
describes his pastoral re-
lationship to the Thessa-
lonians as being as gentle
as a nursing mother and
as strong as a loving fa-
ther who inspires, encour-
ages and exhorts his child
through tears to seek the
Lord.

Paul spoke of not only sharing
the gospel but his own soul because
the people were dear to him. He also
spoke of his desire to be a consistent
example before the people and God
in holiness and in his relationships
to people and God. The passage cre-
ates a powerful image of the faith-
ful shepherd who cares for his sheep
and leads them in every way that is
best for them to be safe and healthy.

PARTNERS IN
THE Mlission

Bill Mackey

Scott Ford overcame a vision
handicap in order to pursue his ed-
ucation and respond to the call of
God. It was his desire to
have a long-term pastoral
ministry like those he had
observed of David Nelson
and T.A. Prickett, both long-
term pastors in the Owens-
boro area. God has grant-
ed his request in a church
where the tenure had been
~ less than one year for two
of his predecessors.

Jerry Tooley, director
of missions for Daviess-
McLean Association, described Scott
as a pastor who loves God, loves
the Word of God, loves the church
and loves seeing people reached for
Christ.

There were proclamations from
the governor and from State Rep.
Dwight Butler who was present.
Family members and church mem-
bers paid tribute to their father and
pastor in the Sunday afternoon cele-
bration. An artist in the church pre-

pared a glass artistic rendering of
the Good Shepherd from stained
glass windows in the old church
building and the new one.

The pastor thanked the staff and
church and described the church as
loving and caring, and the deacons
as servants. He described the rela-
tionship as a “20-year honeymoon.”

Although Maceo is a congrega-
tion of about 125 people in worship
with limited resources, the church
gives 15 percent of undesignated re-
ceipts to missions in Kentucky and
around the world through the Co-
operative Program. Their total gifts
to the Cooperative Program have
reached $284,598. Their faithfulness
has made a tremendous impact for
the mission of our Lord.

Scott is just one example of hun-
dreds of pastors across Kentucky
who are faithful shepherds and are
due recognition by God’s people.
Praise God for a congregation like
Maceo who recognize that they have
an incredible gift from God in their
pastor!

Bill Mackey is executive director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention
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True stewardship:
Using God'’s gifts
to fulfill His goals

By Jeremy White

Many of us may have brief-
ly daydreamed
about having a
dependable but-
ler. The portray-
al of butlers in
the movies—per-

FINANCIAL
petually prop-

er in their Brit-

ish accent and black suit—in-
trigues me.

I've never known anyone
with a butler. But who wouldn’t
want someone to efficiently and
amicably carry out the errands
of the household?

Another common English
word for a butler is “steward.”
Definitions of steward from
Merriam-Webster include:

1. One employed in a large
household or estate to man-
age domestic concerns (as the
supervision of servants, collec-
tion of rents and keeping of ac-
counts).

2. One charged with oversee-
ing: shop steward, union stew-
ard.

3. Afiscal agent.

4. An employee on a ship, air-
plane, bus or train who manag-
es the provisioning of food and
attends passengers.

In Christian circles, we fre-
quently use the terms “steward”
and “stewardship.” We usually
intend it to mean someone who
handles money wisely and gives
regularly to church.

Actually, the Bible doesn’t
use this exact word for that
meaning. If you look in a con-
cordance for the New Interna-
tional Version of the Bible, you
find only a few uses of the word
“steward.” All of those uses are
in the typical context of an em-
ployee working for his employer
or serving food or drink. There’s
not a mention of “steward” in
the New Testament at all.

Throughout the Bible, how-
ever, the concept of steward-
ship is pervasive. The recurring
idea is that God owns it all and
that we are managers for a tem-
porary period. All we have is
from God’s hand. He entrusts
us with it.

Ilike Ron Blue’s definition of
stewardship from a biblical per-
spective: “Biblical stewardship
is the use of God-given gifts and
resources (time, talent, trea-
sure, truth, relationships) for
the accomplishment of God-giv-
en goals and objectives.”

Whatever He’s given me, 'm
using it for His goals and objec-
tives. I'm trying to accomplish
what'’s He’s asked me to by us-
ing what He’s given me. You
could change the above defini-
tion of “biblical stewardship” to
define “success” the same way—
to some day hear, “Well done,
good and faithful servant.”

Jeremy White is a certified public
accountant with Blythe, White &
Associates in Paducah
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Encourage children to help
halt cycle of school bullying

Q: Some parents of students at our Christian middle
school recently were commenting about the bullying
going on in the school. We were shocked. Is this
common and how can we prepare our daughter to deal
with it?

Unfortunately, bullying and other forms of aggression
are quite common in schools, even Christian ones. Statis-

tics indicate that one out of six teens

{310 [HB  deal with bullying of some type. Stu-

dents who experience bullying are

four to eight times more likely to struggle with depression
and suicidal tendencies.

According to Dr. Tom Robbins, bullying
can be defined as the “ongoing use of one’s
strength, skills or status to intimidate an-
other person.” This bullying can take the
forms of physical, verbal or psychological/
relational. While physical bullying often is
quite visible, many other types of bullying
are not. Spreading rumors on the Internet, sending anony-
mous text messages on a cell phone, ostracizing individuals
from a group, or making them the target of hostile humor
may actually be more damaging than a shove from the bul-
ly in the school cafeteria.

According to Dr. Robbins, it is important to understand
that 85 percent of those involved in bullying are innocent
bystanders. When bystanders intervene, up to 57 percent of
bullying stops.

Not only must your daughter learn not to contribute to
the “Mean Girls” culture, she can actively stand against bul-
lying when it occurs to others. Point out bullying when it
occurs in movies and television and help your daughter
and her friends to be Christian nonconformists, not being
squeezed into the shape of this world culture.—Scott Wiggin-
ton

0: | have been dating the same guy for eight months and
he seems perfectly content to go out three times a week
and just be friends. | would like to be married. What
should | do?

Only you can determine what you want. Spend some
time in prayer and solitude and consider your life goals re-

lated to marriage.
MARRIAGE Most people are in such a hurry
that they do not slow down and fig-

ure out what’s most important to them. Henry David Tho-
reau said most of us live lives of quiet desperation. We may
need to take time out and go out into creation in order to
listen, reflect and just think.

A good listener also can help take you through this pro-
cess—either a pastoral counselor, a life coach or a “soul
friend” who can totally focus on what you are saying and re-
flect it back to you. You might need such reflections of your
thoughts to be verbalized and reflected back to you in order
to hear them yourself.

Once you know what you want, be honest with your boy-
friend. Find out his goals and how flexible he is within his
current track of life.

Author and speaker Tommy Nelson says that much of
picking the right marriage partner involves:

® Going in the direction to which God is calling you.

mLooking across from you and seeing someone else go-
ing in that same direction with whom you feel compatible
in as many ways as possible.

® Deciding to take the journey together.

As a Christian, you aim for both love and a sense of call-
ing. Without either of these, you are compromising and
settling. With love and calling, you have a powerful com-
bination that can take you into passionate companionship
through the next decades of life “for as long as you both
shall live.”—James Stillwell

Family Forum writers are:

David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist
Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org.

James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church
in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex.org.

Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in
Louisville. E-mail: dr.vincent@insightbb.com.

Scott Wigginton, associate professor of pastoral ministries and
counseling at Campbellsville University. E-mail: sewigginton
@campbellsville.edu.

Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box

43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net.

KBC statistics reveal ministry challenges

Recent ministry statistics indicate these are chal- portunities and encourage your congregation to pur-

lenging days in Kentucky Baptist Convention life.

While a report last week to-the KBC Mission Adviso-
ry Committee affirmed significant gains in such Ken-
tucky Baptists Connect goals as new church
starts, leader training, church-to-church net-

working and strengthening churches, sever- D)

al other traditional measures of local church
and state convention health are plateaued !
or declining.

According to the 2006 Annual Church Pro- {
file report which compiles key ministry sta- | ‘

~

sue excellence on each of its ministry fronts for the
sake of God’s Kingdom.

One other underlying challenge in Kentucky Bap-
tist life is Cooperative Program funding
which helps finance ministry efforts on the
state, national and international levels. Dur-

< ing the first six months of the KBC’s 2006-
J 07 fiscal year, CP receipts were more than
$500,000 below budget and more than

E ] $200,000 below the prior mid-year receipts.

(See related article on page 3.)

tistics from churches throughout the state, Bt 5 KBC Executive Director Bill Mackey noted
five major areas experienced decline dur- E that failing to reach the KBC budget goal of
ing the 2005-2006 church year. Those five in- $23,562,000 “means all of the ministries rep-
clude Sunday school enrollment down 1 per- resented in our budget, both SBC and KBC,
cent, music enrollment down 3.1 percent, Trennis Henderson would have to reduce ministries that are be-

Woman’s Missionary Union down 6.7 per-

cent, Baptist Men on Mission down 8.5 percent and
discipleship training down 12.2 percent. Even more
significantly, involvement in all five of those ministry
areas has posted overall declines in the past decade.

On the positive side, resident church membership
was up 4.2 percent, worship attendance increased 3.8
percent, Sunday school attendance was up 1.8 percent
(despite the decrease in enrollment) and undesignat-
ed offering receipts increased by almost $20 million
for a 6.5 percent gain.

Total baptisms, a major emphasis in the KBC's five-
year Connect ministry strategy, were a mixed bag.
While baptisms increased slightly over the previous
year (up 377 to 17,784 for a 2.2 percent gain), the total
remains far below the Connect goal of 125,000 bap-
tisms over five years (an average of 25,000 baptisms
per year).

What do those stark statistics mean for Kentucky
Baptists’ future ministry efforts? While it’s important
to focus on church starts, leader training and other
current ministry goals, we also must strengthen our
commitment in such historic ministry areas as Sun-
day School, discipleship training, music, WMU and
Baptist Men on Missions. Those bedrock ministries
help lay the foundation for other ministry and mis-
sion efforts.

One practical way to enhance your church’s min-
istry in those key areas is to send ministry leaders to
the KBC’s annual Super Saturday training conferenc-
es held across the state in August and September. In
the meantime, take advantage of other training op-

ing provided.”

He added, however, that “if Kentucky Baptists
would maintain their percentage level of giving and
make even slight increases, it would make a signifi-
cant impact on resources available for SBC and KBC
ministries.”

As an example, Mackey said, “Over the past 10
years, the undesignated receipts to the churches have
grown an average of 6.6 percent per year. During the
same period of time, giving to missions and minis-
tries by the churches through the Cooperative Pro-
gram has increased at about 2 percent per year.

“During this same 10-year period, the percentage
of undesignated receipts being given through the Co-
operative Program by the churches has declined from
10 percent in 1996 to 7.24 percent in 2006,” Mackey
added. “If the churches maintained their giving at
10 percent, the budget of missions and ministries
through the Cooperative Program would be at $31.7
million instead of $24 million.”

The potential ministry impact is obvious. But it
must start with local congregations gaining a vision
of what can be accomplished across Kentucky and
around the world through committed, growing finan-
cial support of Cooperative Program ministry efforts.

“To me,” Mackey said, “the Cooperative Program is
still the best method that has been given by God to a
group of believers to sustain and expand the support
for carrying out the Great Commission of our Lord.”

That is a clear starting point to help address the
ministry challenges Kentucky Baptists face through-
out the Bluegrass State and beyond.

Remembering the great storms

by at First Baptist Church of New Or-
leans, he told me that his church

By Frank Page

Taylors, S.C. (BP)—I have been
privileged to travel to many church-
es, speak to many groups and see
God at work in many places in. my
role as Southern Baptist Convention
president. For this I will be eternally
grateful.

tor of the Louisiana Baptist Conven-
tion. How we thank God for the won-
derful leadership of Chuck Kelley Jr.,
president of New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary. In both enti-
ties, God is doing a wonderful work
through His dedicated servants.

To be honest, how-

There are places, BANRYEEAINIW ever, the trip to Louisi-
however, in which a spe- ana left me with a re-

cial burden has been laid upon my
heart. In the last several months I
have traveled and have seen the dev-
astation caused by Hurricane Rita.
The people of southeast Texas con-
tinue to struggle to see their area re-
built. To date, there are still approx-
imately 60,000 homes which need
to be restored. Please do not forget
these dear people as you ponder vol-
unteer ministries, and most of all,
prayer support.

Recently, I was invited to speak
to the Louisiana Baptist Conven-
tion as well as to New Orleans Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. In both
of those instances, I was blessed to
be a part of God’s work, God’s move-
ment and God’s blessing. How we
thank God for the great leadership
of David Hankins, executive direc-

newed passion of the great work
needed to be done there in the wake
of Hurricane Katrina. Many people
in that area of New Orleans are ex-
periencing deep depression because
of the slow pace of recovery. In most
places, it seems as if nothing has
changed since the week after the
hurricane. In fact, that is true in
most areas. Southern Baptists have
joined other benevolent entities
and are doing a powerful work in re-
building homes and restoring lives.
In fact, that was the only spot of
hope that I saw outside the church-
es in which I spoke.

As I talked with Franklin Avenue
Baptist Church Pastor Fred Luter, he
shared with me that only one fourth
of his congregation has been able to
return. As I spoke with David Cros-

had suffered a loss of approximate-
ly 40 percent in attendance. In fact,
Crosby told me, “You are now in
the largest ghost town in Ameri-
ca.” Many people have not returned.
However, those who have are expe-
riencing needs beyond our imagina-
tion. In some cases, basic city servic-
es have yet to be restored.

To the people of New Orleans,
as well as southeast Texas, I speak a
scriptural passage, “Brothers, do not
grow weary in doing good” (2 Thes-
salonians 3:13).

To the churches of the Southern
Baptist Convention, I remind us of
the admonition of Jesus Who said,
“I assure you: Whatever you did for
one of the least of these brothers
of Mine, you did for Me” (Matthew
25:40).

May we ever be aware of the op-
portunities before us. Natural disas-
ters will come again. Let us be at the
forefront of ministering. However,
when the initial relief work is done,
let us not forget that the recovery
goes on sometimes for many years.
Frank Page, president of the Southern Baplist
Convention, is pastor of First Baptist Church
of Taylors, S.C.
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“Don’t ask God for
more until you've
used fully what you
have.”

Charles Roesel, pastor
emeritus of First Baptist

Church of Leesburg, Fla.

Roesel urges Ky churches to pursue ministry evangelism

By Dannah Prather
Partnersh/ps Editor

Bowling Green—Bible studies, vid-
eo series, Web sites and seminars
can be valuable tools for Christians
who want to make a positive impact

in their communities, Charles Roe-

sel noted, but he puts something
else at the top of the list.

“Ministry evangelism is the most
effective way to consistently reach
people for Jesus Christ that I've
seen,” said Roesel, pastor emeritus
of First Baptist Church of Leesburg,
Fla., and one of the speakers at the
recent Kentucky Baptist Evangelism
Conference.

Ministryisn’taboutnumbers, Roe-
sel insists, but when telling the sto-
ry of the Lake County, Fla.,-congrega-
tion, numbers cannot be ignored.

In 1976, when Roesel became
pastor, there were fewer than 200
members on the roll. The congrega-
tion—located in a community of few-
er than 20,000 residents—averaged
about five baptisms annually.

Fast-forward 30 years: Thou-
sands of people attend the church
that hosts multiple worship servic-
es each week, baptizes 200 people
each year and operates a “ministry
village” that provides people in need
with everything from affordable fur-
niture to intensive drug and alcohol
rehabilitation.

Roesel led a breakout session on
“Growing the Church through Min-
istry Evangelism,” during the Feb.
26-27 conference at Eastwood Bap-
tist Church in Bowling Green.

“We moved from maintenance
mode to ministry mode,” Roesel ex-
plained. “It took about five years to
get everyone on board.”

During the early years, Roesel
worked to communicate what he
said was a God-given vision of how
to reach people with the gospel mes-

Charles Roee/

sage and practical ministry.

“If you have a vision, put it in a
form other people can understand,”
he encouraged Kentucky Baptists at-
tending the workshop.

When the congregation caught
that vision, church members no lon-
ger thought about renovating thelr
1960s-era sanctuary.

“They said, ‘We don’t want to
spend the money on ourselves, we
need to spend it on people who are
hurting,”” Roesel said.

Among the services provided in
First Baptist Church of Leesburg’s
Ministry Village are:

BTwo children’s shelters for
short-term and long-term care.

® A rescue mission for the home-
less.

EA drug and alcohol rehabilita-
tion center.

® A medical care center.

® A counseling center.

® A benevolence center including
food, clothing and furniture.

@ A Christian school.

m “Saturday Sunday School” for
hundreds of children living in high-
risk neighborhoods.

E A mentoring program.

The church converted a school
bus into a portable stage, complete

with sound system, so members

and other volunteers can put on
block parties or other events virtu-

ally anywhere in the county. Mem-
bers named the effort the “sidewalk
ministry.”

Through the years, the ministry
village served primarily low-income
residents and people in crisis, Roesel
said. But the congregation wanted to
reach out to middle- and upper-class
residents too.

-They established Daystar Acad-
emy of Music & Performing, offer-
ing children lessons in art, music,
dance, musical theatre and cheer-
leading. Unlike other ministry vil-
lage services, the church charges a
fee for children to attend the acad-
emy. Today, approximately 250 stu-
dents are enrolled.

First Baptist Church also under-
takes more traditional ministries
such as a Hispanic congregation, dis-
cipleship training, ministry to the
homebound, and overseas missions
trips to Romania, Brazil and Africa
where, over the years, members have
built 70 chapels, children’s homes
and other facilities.

The story of First Baptist Church
of Leesburg, Fla., was so compelling,
in 2005, a movie titled “The Touch”
was produced. It followed the spir-
itual journey of one woman who
sought help at the ministry village.

As wonderful as the story is, Roe-
sel isn’t interested in admiration
from fellow Christians who hear it;
he wants motivation.

“Start serving where you are with
what you have in the name of Christ
at the point of their greatest need,”
he urged Kentucky Baptists. “Don’t
ask God for more until you've used
fully what you have.”

To operate the ministry.village
for one week costs $20,000, he said.
The congregation does not budget
for that expense. Instead, they make
additional gifts to the village and
seek funding from other sources.

If a congregation wants to estab-
lish a shelter, medical center, crisis
pregnancy program or other minis-
try, Roesel said, “Never ask: ‘Can we
afford it?’ Ask if it’s God’s will. If it’s
God’s will-T've got good news—He
can afford it.”

He also encourages churches
to hire a trained grant writer. The
Southern Baptist North American
Mission Board recommends Strong
Foundations, Inc., www.strongfoun
dations.org, a faith-based agency
based in South Carolina, to learn

more about researching and writ- -

ing grants.

As the ministry village grew,
church members made communi-
ty connections that led to better, or
new, ministries.

The local hospital made possi-
ble the village’s medical center. Roe-
sel said 50 local doctors donate time
and expertise to the clinic. The hos-
pital’s investment benefits their
staff because now fewer uninsured
patients go to the emergency room
seeking medical attention for minor
problems.

Thousands of men, women and
children have heard the gospel and
felt the love of Christ through the
ministry village, Roesel said.

He encouraged Kentucky Baptists
to maintain an evangelistic focus in
whatever ministry they undertake.

“Ministry evangelism is so sat-
isfying that, if you're not careful,
(church members) will be satisfied
meeting physical needs and will
drift from evangelism. ... 'm not in-
terested in a social gospel” that pro-
vides only food, clothing and shelter,
Roesel said.

“If I bring (people) to Jesus, they
have the Bread of Life; they are
clothed. in righteousness, and they
will have a home not made by hu-
man hands.”

Florida church’s ministry focus: ‘Love Your Neighbor. Tell Your Story.’

By Dannah Prather
Partnerships Editor

Bowling Green—If a Kentucky Baptist
were to ask a member of Olive Baptist
Church in Pensacola, Fla., what is the best
way to-share the gospel, the likely answer
would be: “Love your neighbor. Tell your
story.”

These Florida Baptists are earning the
right to share the gospel by being good
neighbors, according to Ted Traylor, pastor
of Olive Baptist Church.

“We’re simply doing what the Bible
says,” Traylor told Kentucky Baptists at-
tending the recent evangelism confer-
ence at Eastwood Baptist Church in Bowl-
ing Green. The “Love Your Neighbor. Tell
Your Story,” strategy was developed by Ol-
ive Baptist’s ministér of evangelism and
missions, Troy Bush.

Jesus’ message to “love your neighbor”
is recorded throughout the gospels, but
perhaps is stated most emphatically in
Matthew 22:37-39 when Jesus describes it
as a command second only to loving God.

Going door to door asking permission
to share the gospel with strangers might
have a place in a church’s evangelism strat-
egy, but Traylor said in his experience,
“90 percent of the time I need to plow
ground.”

He said such plowing involves friend-
ly, everyday encounters with people he
sees in the course of his regular routine.

To find such people, Traylor advised Ken-
tucky Baptists simply to take a look at
their checkbook.

Grocery store and drug store clerks;
dry cleaners; doctors; dentists; pest con-
trol technicians; barbers and hairdressers;
financial advisors; restaurant workers; fel-
low members of the local Rotary, Lions or
other community clubs; and, Traylor said,
of course friends, family and the people
who live next door all are “neighbors” in
the context of Christ’s instructions.

When the “Love Your Neighbor, Tell
Your Story” initiative began, Traylor said
Bush told him, “Pastor, you should never
pay for your gas at the pump Always go
inside.”

Recognizing such opportunities to
build relationships with others takes com-
mitment and practice, Traylor noted.

“Get this in the DNA of the congrega-
tion,” he told fellow pastors, “and they’ll
find it easier to share the gospel after
they’ve plowed the ground.”

One tool used by members of Olive Bap-
tist is cards—approximately the same size
as business cards—printed with the name,
address, phone number and Web site ad-
dress of the church. The card informs the
recipient that “a friend from Olive Baptist
Church” gave them the card and invites
them to church services.

While waiting for your lunch in the
drive-through line at McDonald’s, consid-

er purchasing the meal of the person be-
hind you, Traylor said. Hand the card to
the drive-through worker and ask him or
her to present it to the person behind you.
Random acts of kindness always leave a
good impression, he said.

Traylor made several other sugges-
tions on how to share the gospel using the
“Love Your Neighbor” approach:

m Every believer has a story to tell about
his or her salvation experience. Traylor
said Christians should practice a brief
two-minute testimony that introduces the
gospel. “Practice telling it quickly without
any church words.”

The unchurched are more interest-
ed in how a relationship with Christ can
help them in their daily lives, than they
are about their eternal destination, Tray-
lor said. Finding common ground with
the person is important.

m Attend non-church events. “I want
to get my folks to hang out with lost peo-
ple,” Traylor said, referring to his congre-
gation. “I want them in the world, loving
their neighbors.”

® Look for receptivity in the people you
encounter every day, he suggested. “Ex-
pect opportunities. ... Mention God as part
of your daily conversations.”

mBe kind. One moment’s lost temper
could destroy the relationship you've
worked to build, he said.

® When dining out, tell the server that

you are going to pray before the meal and
ask him or her if there are needs in their
life for which you could pray.

mBe sensitive. “Make friends, not tar-
gets.”

m Share a clear, biblical explanation of
the gospel, Traylor said, adding that mem-
bers of his congregation most often use the
Roman Road.

If a person is receptive, build a bridge to
the gospel in the conversation with such
questions as: “Can I tell you how I han-
dled a similar situation?” or “Can I tell you
what the most important decision of my
life was?”

Making the leap in the conversation
might feel uncomfortable at first, but the
blessings are worth a moment’s awkward-
ness, he said. “You’re not done until you’ve
done this,” Traylor emphasized.

m At home, make a prayer list of your
neighborhood. Traylor said some of his
church members prayerwalk their subdivi-
sion, pausing at driveways to mention peo-
ple by name.

= Simple gestures of friendship such
as food, flowers and help with chores can
transform acquaintances into friends.

“Love your neighbor even when it is in-
convenient and it seems impossible,” he
said.

More suggestions on using the “Love
Your Neighbor. Tell Your Story,” approach
are available at www.lyntys.net.
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INTERNATIONAL TOUR The Esther Missions Choir and Handbells of Korea Woman’s

|

Missionary Union will tour Kentucky this month at the invitation of Kentucky WMU.

Korea WMU choir, handbells
to tour Kentucky this month

Lovisville—The * Esther Missions
Choir and Handbells of Korea Wom-
an’s Missionary Union will tour in
Kentucky March 20-29, performing
numbers in both Korean and Eng-
lish. ;

The choir is coming to the state
at the invitation of Kentucky WMU
to participate in the 2007 Kentucky
WMU annual meeting March 23-24
at Third Baptist Church in Owens-
boro. The choir tour is part of Ko-
rea WMU’s partnership with Ken-
tucky WMU.

“The trip has been planned to
allow our guests to see a variety of
Kentucky Baptist churches and min-
istries,” noted Joy Bolton, executive
director of Kentucky WMU. “While
they will have the opportunity to
see our state as they travel, the pri-
mary purpose of the trip is minis-
try through music and visiting Ken-
tucky Baptist ministry sites.

“The purpose of our partner-
ship with Korea WMU is to strength-
en WMU work in both of our coun-
tries,” she added. “As we learn from
one another, we take home insights
and ideas that can be used to further
Kingdom work.”

Thirty-four members of the choir
and handbells are scheduled to ar-
rive in the U.S. March 19 and tour
the national WMU headquarters in
Birmingham, Ala. The group will ar-
rive in Louisville March 20 and Mary
Lou Crutcher, WMU director for
Long Run Baptist Association, will

serve as the tour leader on behalf of
Kentucky WMU.

The choir’s visits to churches and
ministry sites will include:

March 21. Visit Friendship Inter-
national, Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, and perform at
Hurstbourne Baptist Church in Lou-
isville.

March 22. Tour ministry sites in
Louisville including Baptist Fellow-
ship Center, Jefferson Street Baptist
Mission, Long Run Baptist Associa-
tion, and the backside ministry at
Churchill Downs. '

March 23-24. Participate in the
Kentucky WMU annual meeting in
Owensboro.

March 24. Travel to Central City
for a 7 p.m. concert at First Baptist
Church.

March 25. Sing in the 10:45 a.m.
worship service at Marion Baptist
Church; sing in the 6 p.m. service at
Cadiz Baptist Church.

March 26. Visit ministry sites
in Lexington, including a food pro-
gram, Irishtown Baptist Center and
backside ministries at Keeneland;
sing at Immanuel Baptist Church
at 7 p.m.

March 27. Visit the state capitol,
the Kentucky WMU Camp and min-
istries in Shelbyville; present a 7
p.m. concert at First Baptist Church
of Shelbyville.

March 28. Sing in chapel at the
Baptist Building in Louisville and
tour the building.

Serving Bus & Van Ministries Since 1972

Serving You, Mile After Mile

The Bus Center provides not only quality equipment at a fair
price, but also the highest quality service possible. Our buses and
vans feature safer body construction, higher passenger capacity,

and greater seating comfort.

Visit www.thebuscenter.com to view our huge selection of new

and used buses. Find exactly what you are looking for within our

large inventory and receive a price quote online. We look forward
to helping you find the vehicle for your needs!

TRANSPORTATIONSOUTH

1400 McCain Parkway
Pelham, AL 35124
Local: 205.663.2287
Toll Free: 800.367.9463

www.thebuscenter.com

The Bus Center
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A new approach

to your
retirement planning —
MyDestination
Funds!

“Well done...”

MATTHEW 25:21

GuideStone offers a simple,
one-choice retirement path.

Looking for a new direction in retirement planning?
If so, GuideStone has a new option — MyDestination
Funds. With the launch of the five MyDestination Funds,
GuideStone Financial -Resources is making available a
single fund retirement solution.

The path is easy. Decide when you want to retire and
pick the fund closest to your target retirement date. Then,
make consistent and appropriate retirement contributions
throughoutyour career with the goal of arriving at retirement
prepared to start the next phase of your journey.

Call 1-888-98-GUIDE today to learn more about
MyDestination Funds.

WHERE DO YOU WANT TO GO?

Visit our Web site, www.GuideStone.org/MyDestination,
and discover how GuideStone can help you determine
your route to retirement.

By investing in MyDestination Funds, you will incur the expenses
of the funds in addition to the underlying Select Funds. You may
invest in the Select Funds directly, except the Global Bond Fund.

You should carefully consider the investment objectives, risks,
charges and expenses of GuideStone Funds before investing.
For a copy of the prospectus with this and other information
about the funds, please call 1-888-98-GUIDE (1-888-984-8433) or
visit www.GuideStone.org to view or download a prospectus.
You should read the prospectus carefully before investing.

PFPC Distributors, Inc., King of Prussia, PA.

© 2006 GuideStone Financial Resources
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KENTUCKY BAPTISTS

onnec

Connecting All People To Jesus Christ.

Top 100 KBC churches in total baptisms for 2005-06

Hillvue Heights, Bowling Green.......... 478
Highview, Louisville ..........c.covcecevccunene. 174
Valley View; Louisville ..o e 174
St Stephen, LouisvillesGrr bt Sl 153
Canaan Christian, Louisville................. 130
Living Hope, Bowling Green ............... 125
Binghamtown, Middlesboro................. 114
Little Flock, Shepherdsville.................... 114
Bellevue, Owensboro............ccc.cocenveene. 109
Northside, Mount Vernon.................... 102
Central, Winchester..........ccccveeveeveernn.. 88
HendersontHrstnd ot s ciminmabeis 86
Parkway, Bardstown.........c.ccceceuemericrnecees 86
Nl Creeks Radeliff it it i sesting: 84
Hill Top Missionary, Pine Knot............. 80
N i . . 79
Crestwood, Oldham County ................ 78
Moreland First, Hustonville.................... 75
Porter Memorial, Lexington .................. 73
Red House, Richmond.........c.ccccoo......... vl
Imanizleanatons = L lale S8 70
Russell FISE: ot oviiatien o iosmiios b 68
Oak Grovelist i et il 65
Steubenville, Monticello........................ 65
Trace Creek, Mayfield ..........cccooovevuneces 64
Consolidated, Lexington ...........c.cccccc..u... 63
Flotenee: . cnts s bn i 60
Top 100 KBC
De Mossville, Morning View............. 0.62
Fonde, Erakes,. Mhaaiii sttt 1.50
Seventh Street, Lexington.................... 1.79
New Friendship, Glencoe.................... 1.93
Greenbriar, [rVine ........coocoveeveccvnercans 2.06
Four Rivers, Paducah............c.c............ 213
Horizon, Danwille & 502 e 2uiii: 298
Olive Branch, Hanson ...........ccco.......... 2:95
I (i a0l Bt b e S b e 257
Hispanic Mission, Williamstown........ 2.57
Spring Valley, Russellville..................... 2.63
Green Grove Mission, Whitley City .2.67
Oreida.......... T ———— 25
Raddliff, Rineyville.......c..ccocvercrrunnnnees 2.78
Mount Pleasant, Lawrenceburg .......... 2.79
Walnut Grove, Morgantown .............. 2.82
Emmanuel, Louisa......a....eemmisimennsis 318
Wiigley s o nten. & dniinmdas 3.29
Madison Avenue, Covington.............. 3133
Watson Lane, Henderson .................... 333
Living Water, Mt Sterling...............c..... 3.50
Weaver, London.........ccccoeoovvicivrrernnee. 553
Mill Knob, Stanton .............cccocoooceeone.. 3.55
Peaks Milll Frankfort . i 5 mas. 3.67

Becknerville, Lexington..........ccccc.ccc... B35

29

30

31

33

34

37

40

43
44
45
47
49
51

53

churches in resident members

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

35
36
37
38
39
40

42

43
44

49

Hawk Creek, London .............cccoceeeeren

Franklin Crossroads, Cecilia................... o
Forks of Elkhorn, Midway...........c...ccc... .56
Nortonville:..... 5ubs. LS cinsin il o 55
Zion, Henderson...........cccoovvevvrcerncnnnn. 55
Bracktown First, Lexington...................... 54
Hillerestalopkinsville. =sts, 200 52
Piner, Morning View ..........cocconneviineees 52
Stithtom Radcliff - e . e 55
Immanuel, Glasgow.........ccccccocvveuneeceennc. 51
lionisa Hirst - e S e 51!
Shiloh, Lexington. & i e ey ol
Beacon Hill, Somerset...........cccccccoucc...... 50
Mount Washington First............cccc...c..... 50
Richmmend Rirsid. o ey S 50
(@ ety A SENERRA =S, B N e o 49
Calvary, Princeton. aiaii bbb asusing 48
Hope Community, Lawrenceburg ........47
Northside, Princeton . ..o oo 47
i pgl e e S e B 45
Fairview, Ashland.......ccccccovvviniinnnnns 45
Lone Oak First, Paducah.......................... 44
New Friendship, Glencoe...........ccco........ 44
immanuel S IEGRoION.... Lol 43
Severns Valley, Elizabethtown................ 43
Buena Vista, Lancaster...............cccco......... 42
ATk ort TSk 42

New Beginnings Missionary, Reed ...3.82

Mossy Gap, Williamsburg.................. 3.83
Baxter Avenue, Louisville..................... 3.88
Vicco Missionary, Viper...................... 395
Mount Vernon, Versailles.................... 4.00
Dunnville First, Russell Springs.......... 4.07
Bluegrass Deaf Mission, Lexington....4.14
Harvest Community, Eminence.......... 417
Young Grove, Dewitt..........cccccccuunceees 417
New Vision Fellowship, Defoe........... 4.29
Pathway, Beaver Dam...........cccc.ccoovvueue. 444
Grace, Dry Ridge .......ccccoovvveuuicienccncces 447
Chenl. 0 L e 4.56
Sinking Valley, Somerset..................... 4.60
Frdemont BOaZ:........ o P pens . 4.64
Little Obion, Wingo..........cc...ccceeceveuuune. 4.64
Greater Saint Paul, Wingo .................. 4.67
Garfigldn s il ..ol PR 490
Calvary, Hardyville...........cco.coouceuvune. 5.00
Christ Is King, Louisville.........c.c.......... 5.00
Dedicated, Bowling Green................... 5.00
Shaipsburg. e L 5.00
Slaty Point, Morehead.........................5.00
Berean, Elizabethtown ........................ 513
Slate liek Tondbn:... 4 a2 o0s. o 503

57

59

61

66
67

70
71

74

77

51
52

54
55

57
58
59
60
61

63

64.

65
66

69
70
71
72
73
74
75

GearmersRush ... K8 0o

Mountain Ash, Williamsburg................ 42
EnongVayfieldr. . sileatuifaany 41
Glendale, Bowling Green ...................... 41
Four Rivers, Paducah..........ccoooovovniiiioniees 40
Hopewell, Corbin..........cccccovecvurrrvieecne. 40
Edgewood, Hopkinsville ...............c........ 39
IEITCABIET . oo it it B sl ria el 39
eitchifield First, . s i i o 39
Portland Memorial, Louisville................. 39
Yellow Creek, Owensboro...................... 39
INeweliBht Cadiz. o ... i i i 38
Calvary (Londoms. sl iaa il a7
PaducabllFingie CHEETy el 0 37
Union, Northern Kentucky .................... 37
Central CoThiME . e aee. kel 36
Camp Pleasant, Frankfort...................... 35
Gano, Georgetown...........cccceveeuerevenens 35
Providence, Campbellsburg.................... 35
De Mossville, Morning View................ 34
His House Ministries, Mayfield ........... 34
Walnut Street, Louisville ......................... 34
Allansville, Winchester ............ccco....... 33
Belleviewy, Burlington ... < oeeinos o 33
I\/Ibntgomery, O IR O s 33
Pikevillelirat iusitansmai B s0us b 38
Rose Hill) Ashlamder Ml e 33

Rutledge Road, Louisville .................... o2
Emmanuel, Shelbyville......................... 525
South: Carrolltone: s . s 5.25
Keys FPerry, Fairdale .............cococooceenenonn. 5.33
Level Green, (Catbii e i i 5.50
South District Hispanic Ministries ....5.50
Fishing Creek, Nancy.........ccc.cccouevvuueen. 5.60
Mount Eden, Shepherdsville............... 5.63
Eden, MountVernon .. ........iooiis. 5.69
lakesidegNaney F0T LGl L ants 5.7
Calvary Missionary, Clermont............ 5.83
Cherry Hill, Robards........c.cc...ccocevvveeee. 5.83
Meadow Hill, Louisville...................... 5.86
Fellowship, Smithland............ccccccoeco... 5.88
Liberty, Russell Springs............cccc........ 5.90
Lakeside Community, Taylorsville......6.00
Mission Vision, Whitesville ................ 6.00
Moreland First, Hustonville................. 6.00
Bethlehem, Mount Eden ..................... 6.08
Calvary, Grand Rivers.........c.cc..ccouueweees 6.10
Hill Top Missionary, Pine Knot.......... 6.19
Fairview, Williamsburg..............cc.c....... 6.20
Meadow Land, Bowling Green........... 6.22
PineiGrove, London! S8 00, 205 6.30
Kelly Street, Harlan

Walnut Grove, Russellville ..................... 33
83 Cedar Creek, Louisville..............cccoouc.... 32
Eriager, s s dis e L o T 32
North Frankfort, Frankfort...................... 39,
South Eanelronas -G ne. S a Lt 32
Westport Road, Louisville....................... 32
88 Corinth, McQuady ........cccoourrvvvevernerrrenns 31
GakiGrove: Combint s manss:- et 31
Pleasant View, Waynesburg.................... 31
Walnut Memorial, Owensboro ............. 31
92 Burkesyilles o st n S e o L 30
(@50l lim BT e SRS S 30
Central, Hawesville.............cccccoooeeneeenn.. 30
Erab @ rchard’. o0, ot e S MY 30
Grapevine, Madisonville......................... 30
 New Work, Hopkinsville............c.c.c...... 30
Northside, Elizabethtown....................... 30
99% Buick Run, "Frankfort. Ll N a2 29
AT e g e 29
Liberty, Russell Springs................cccoewcuees 79
New Hope, Elizabethtown.................... 29
New Salem, Nortonville ......................... 29
Owensboro First .........o.coovoevveeeeiveeeen. 29
ProvidencesFranklin. = = .o ot enin 29
per bapt|sm
6 Gralz, Owenlonjio e s Bt i 6.38
77 Rhodes Chapel, Lynnville .................... 6.50
78 Faith Covenant, Lexington................... 6.57
79 Ashland Second..........cc.coovevrneruenan.. 6.63
80 Corinth, Providence...........ccooeevveeeemnennes 6.67
Freedom, Lancaster..........ccocoveevnenncan. 6.67
Russell Heights, Columbia.................. 6.67
83 Viney Fork, Richmond..........cc.ccoeveeene. 6.71
84 Hawk Creek, London .........ccccoovvee.... 6.72
85 Ages ST e 6.75
86 Northside, Mount Vernon.................. 691
AN T Lo it et e il i e el 6.93
88 Covington First (Ninth Stree) .......... 6.94
89 Eastside, Winchester ............cccccoo....... 7.00
New Jerusalem, Cadiz.............cooveenncne. 7.00
Solid Rock, Hopkinsville ..................... 7.00
92 Buena Vista, Lancaster.......................... 7.02
93 White Oak, London .......cccoevuevevenncee. 7.08
94 Gilead, Richmond..........ccccooovvrreanne. 7.14
98 STty LOBISA 1o enn e o tenn bt 717
96 Pleasant Home, Allen............ccc.coo........ 7.18
97 Clearview, Leitchfield.........cc.ccc..covvvece. 723
98 His House Ministries, Mayfield ........7.24
99 Cedar Grove, Franklin.........cc..cccoo..c... 795

100 Immanuel, Glasgow
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Study: Longevity impacts church, denominational loyalty

Continued from page 1
stantial differences by age, gender,
income levels, race or other factors.
What does vary is loyalty by
length and frequency of attendance.
Seventy-four percent of those who
attend weekly or more said they def-
initely plan to continue attending
the same congregation, compared to
48 percent of those who attend less
than once a week. Similarly, 72 per-
cent of adults who have attended the
same church for four years or longer
indicated they definitely plan to con-
tinue doing so, versus 62 percent
among those who have attended for
one to three years and 49 percent for
. those who have attended their cur-
rent church for less than a year.

Most people plan no change

Although most people are not
planning to change churches, the
study looked at denominational loy-
alty by asking what they would do if
they had to change (for instance, if
they moved to a different area).

Twenty-eight percent of all
churchgoers who responded said
they would only consider attend-
ing a church of the same denomina-

tion they currently attend, while 41
percent said they strongly preferred
that option but would have at least
some openness to another denom-
ination. Fourteen percent showed
some preference to their current de-
nomination but were open to others;
16 percent said the denomination of
the church doesn’t really matter to
them; and 2 percent would prefer to
switch denominations.

There were no strong differenc-
es in denominational loyalty not-
ed between people in mainline and
evangelical churches, but there were
some distinct differences among dif-
ferent major denominational
groups. Lutherans are the most loyal
group, with 52 percent of them say-
ing they would only consider attend-
ing a church within their current
denomination. Methodists are less
likely than average to say they would
only attend their current denomina-
tion (16 percent), but more likely to
say they would strongly prefer to re-
main in their denomination (59 per-
cent). Baptists were about average in
their denominational loyalty.

Among the least denominational-
ly loyal are people attending Pente-

costal, Presbyterian and nondenom-
inational churches. Pentecostals
were almost twice as likely as aver-
age to say the exact denomination of
the church does not matter to them.
Only one out of 10 people from Pres-
byterian churches (compared to 28
percent of all churchgoers) would
only consider another Presbyteri-
an church, and the same is true for
nondenominational churches.

Denominational loyalty, like
church loyalty, is strongly connected
with the length of time people have
spent in their current congregation.
The longer they have been attend-
ing the same church, the more like-
ly they are to say they strongly prefer
or would only consider a church in
that same denomination.

Evaluate local congregations

Ron Sellers, president of Elli-
son Research, noted that the study
might help pastors think about and
understand their own congregation
more.

“In the typical Protestant church,
about one out of every eight people
in the congregation has been attend-
ing that church for less than a year,”

Catholics report top growth among U.S. churches

New York (RNS)—The Roman Cath-
olic Church grew to 69.1 million
members in 2005, making it the fast-
est-growing church in the nation,
followed closely by the Assemblies of
God and the Mormons.

Catholics grew 1.94 percent in
2005, Assemblies of God grew 1.86
percent and the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints grew 1.63
percent, according to the 2007 Year-
book of American and Canadian
Churches, produced by the Nation-
al Council of Churches.

The Yearbook, released March 5,
is widely considered the most au-
thoritative source on church mem-
bership statistics.

The 2007 Yearbook contains data

from 2005 that were compiled and
reported in 2006.

Rankings of the top 10 largest U.S.
churches did not change from the
previous year. Catholics remain the
largest group, followed by the South-
ern Baptist Convention, the United
Methodist Church, Mormons and
the Church of God in Christ.

Only three mainline Protestant
denominations—Methodists, Luther-
ans and Presbyterians—are count-
ed in the top 10 largest churches,
and all three reported membership
declines in 2005. The Presbyterian
Church (USA) reported the largest
decrease, at 2.84 percent.

The top 10 largest U.S. churches
include:

mThe Roman Catholic Church—
69,135,254.

mThe Southern Baptist Conven
tion—16,270,315.

®The United Methodist Church—
8,075,010.

mThe Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints—5,690,672.

mThe Church of God in Christ—
5,499,875.

mNational Baptist Convention,
USA, Inc.—5 million.

® Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America—4,850,776.

m National Baptist Convention of
America—3.5 million.

m Presbyterian Church
3,098,842.

m Assemblies of God—2,830,861.

(USA}—
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"One generation

shall
praise
L your works
to
another
and shall
1 declare your
mighty

acts."

Dr. Simon Penry
London, England

Pastor, Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church

“Temptation in the Ministry”

Mr. Rod Ellis, Worship Leader
Frankfort, Kentucky
e Pastor, Worship & Arts
3 Memorial Baptist Church, Frankfort

For more information and regtstrutlon

Worship.. Wztness...Workshops

Featuring
Dr. Joel Gregory Dr. John Durham
Fort Worth, Texas Virginia
Author, preacher and businessman Retired Religion Professor
“A Hole in the Wall” “The Exegesis of Art”

Rev. Lesley Krieger
Bloomington, Indiana
Founding Pastor, Project X Church
“Paul, Penguins and Project X"

http;//www.georgetowncollege.edu/ministry/c es .
Or contact Robbi Barber: GEORGETOWN
502-863-7047 e oL 1 waen
robbi_barber@georgetowncollege.edu Live. Learn. Believe.

www.georgetowncollege.edu

Sellers said. “What should this mean
for the typical church? Does the
church have a strategic plan for in-
volving newcomers in the life of the
congregation? Does the church lead-
ership make the assumption that ev-
eryone in the church knows how the
church works and what it believes?
These things are very important
when so many relatively new people
are in the typical congregation.”

Sellers also noted that it would be
a mistake for individual churches or
denominations to assume a level of
loyalty among attendees that may
not exist.

“In the typical Protestant congre-
gation, one-third of the people in the
pews are not definite in their plans
to continue attending that church,”
Sellers said. “If they were to leave,
three out of 10 would not consid-
er it a big deal to switch denomina-
tions. It’s important that pastors or
denominational leaders don’t auto-
matically assume the people in the
pews are ‘our people,’ because the
data suggests a significant minori-
ty don’t hold a level of loyalty that
would make that an accurate as-
sumption.”

Switching religious identities
seen as growing trend in U.S.

Hartford, Conn. (RNS)—Switching religious identities has
become a common experience for many Americans, accord-
ing to experts who study the phenomenon.

Sixteen percent of Americans have switched their reli-
gious identities at some point in their lives, according to
the 2001 American Religious Identification Survey, one of
the largest studies of its kind.

Barry Kosmin, co-author of the recent book “Religion
in a Free Market: Religious and Non-Religious Americans,”
which is based on the 2001 survey data, said “more switch-
ing is to be expected.”

“Family and ethnic loyalties—the old glue that main-
tained inter-generational rehglous identification—has
weakened,” he said.

In addition to moving more frequently, Americans are
more likely to be “searching” for religious truth, often out-
side their own traditions, wrote Kosmin, who directs the In-
stitute for the Study of Secularism in Society and Culture at
Trinity College in Hartford, Conn.

The 2001 study showed clear winners and losers in the
competition to attract and retain members: Twice as many
Americans left Catholicism as joined the church, while
evangelical Christianity registered a net gain, with more
than three times as many people joining than leaving. By
contrast, the 2007 Yearbook of American and Canadian
Churches showed Catholics with the largest gain in 2005
(see related article at left).

But the biggest change in the earlier study was regis-
tered among Americans who said they had no religious
identity at all, increasing from 8 percent of the U.S. popula-
tion in 1990 to 14 percent in 2001.

- While religious switching may bring satisfaction to indi-
vidual seekers, the phenomenon can be unsettling for reli-
gious leaders, who are vying for members ever more aware
of new options, according to Kosmin.

“We have a supply-side religious market with more com-
peting firms each year,” he noted. Megachurches are suc-
cessful in part because they actively reach out to “potential”
members, including many in high-mobility suburbs and ex-
urbs, Kosmin wrote.

But success in attracting new members doesn’t neces-
sarily translate into success at keeping them, according to
Daniel Olson, a sociologist at Indiana University South Bend
who studies religious competition.

“There is a strong relationship between rates of leaving
and rates of joining, both for congregations and whole de-
nominations,” Olson said. The 2001 survey found, for exam-
ple, that while the Mormons welcomed a relatively large
number of converts, an equal number left the religion. Je-
hovah’s Witnesses and Buddhists displayed similarly high
levels of turnover.
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Baptist & community leaders
mark Ridgecrest’s centenmal

GuideStone enhances financial
aid for retired ministers in need

Asheville, N.C. (BP)—A centenni-
al luncheon commemorating Life-
Way Ridgecrest Conference Center|s
100th anniversary attracted about
180 ministry and community lead
ers March 6.

Speakers recalled the many ways
God had worked in people’s lives a
Ridgecrest during the past centu
while voicing anticipation of thin%
yet to come at the conference center
located just outside Black Mountain,
N.C., near Asheville.

Black Mountain Mayor Carl
Bartlett, who attended vacation Bi-
ble school at Ridgecrest in 1948,
brought greetings on behalf of the
city and read a proclamation rec-
ognizing Ridgecrest for 100 years of
ministry. The governor of North Car-
olina, mayor of Asheville and Bun-
combe County commissioners also
issued proclamations.

“Ridgecrest has been called a
mountain of faith,” said Bill Bow-
man, general manager of LifeWay
Ridgecrest Conference Center, as
he cited the center’s challenges in
its early years, including a fire, two
floods and a series of financial cri-
ses.

Bowman recounted how in the
late 19th century B.W. Spilman
dreamed of establishing a place for
Southern Baptists to meet and learn
how to teach the Bible to the multi-
tudes. “It was his faith in God and
His purposes for Ridgecrest that kept
Spilman going,” Bowman said.

Jack Epps, who worked as a sum-
mer staffer in the 1930s as a college
student and then returned 40 years
late after retiring to spend another
26 years as a volunteer, gave greet-
ings from Florida via video. “You
come join us as a volunteer—there’s
no better place to work,” said Epps,
who plans to return to Ridgecrest
this summer for his 27th year as a
volunteer and celebrate his 90th
birthday there.

Composer highlights biblical
truths through music for VBS

Nashville (BP)—Leading worship in various churches
around the country and working in Centri-KID camps each
summer helps Jeff Slaughter keep his vacation Bible school
music fresh and age-appropriate.

Slaughter, a musician and composer from Nashville,
writes kid-friendly lyrics with biblical truths, sets those lyr-
ics to music thatkids can sing and then adds sign language
and choreography to give kids a whole musical experience.
And he does all that in just two weeks.

“I get the VBS theme and the Scriptures from the peo-
ple at LifeWay, then I have about two weeks to get it all writ-
ten so the writers of the VBS materials will have it,” Slaugh-
ter noted.

LifeWay Christian Resources publishes two lines of vaca-
tion Bible school materials. This year’s themes are “Game
Day Central: Where Heroes Are Made!” and “Club VBS: Jun-
gle Jaunt.”

“I try to write music that will appeal to the fifth- and
sixth-grade boys,” Slaughter said with a laugh. “IfI can con-
nect with them, then I figure all the kids will like it. The
younger kids look up to those guys and if they think the mu-

Dallas (BP)—GuideStone Finan- years of Southern Baptist service
cial Resources has adopted new and income amounts below the
guidelines to allow more retirees national poverty levels,” Hawkins
to qualify for financial assistance said. Currently, the Adopt An An-
through its Adopt An Annuitant nuitant ministry provides $200
ministry. per month in assistance to single

 Effective nnmedlately, single annuitantsand $265 per month to
applicants with incomes up to married recipients.
$1,500 per month and married As part of its ministry assign-
applicants with incomes up to ment from the Southern Baptist
$2,000 per month can be eligible Convention, GuideStone provides
for Adopt An Annuitant benefits, a channel through which individ-
according to new guidelines ap- uals, churches and organizations
proved by trustees. can provide assistance to minis-

“We are excited to be able to ters and other church employees
amend the guidelines so that who were not able to save for re-

. more individuals will qualify for tirement.

CENTENNIAL Thom Rainer, president of assistance and that those who  Over the past 10 years, individ-
LifeWay Christian Resources, addresses have served so faithfully will be el- uals, churches and organizations
a luncheon celebrating 100 years of min- igible for increased benefits in the have given more than $50 million
istry of LifeWay Ridgecrest Conference future,” GuideStone President 0.S.  for GuideStone’s Adopt An Annui-
Center. (BP photo by Russ Rankin) Hawkins said in his report to trust- ~ tant ministry.
ees during their Feb. 26-27 meet- GuideStone also is releasing its

Epps was followed by 25-year-old ing in Dallas. Cooperative Program allocation to
John Mark Woodard, who served as In addition to the increased be used for other Southern Baptist
assistant director for summer staff income guidelines, trustees ap- ministries.
the past two years. “Things happen  proved increased amounts for Hawkins said earnings on en-
here that can’t happen anyplace ministers or their widows who dowment reserves and continued
else. God is actively working here,”  have extremely low incomes and gifts from individuals and church-
Woodard said. more than 30 years of service. eswill allow GuideStone to release

Byron Hill, executive director of  Those benefits will begin Jan. 1, the allocation which has been
LifeWay Conference Centers and  2008. used to fund financial assistance
Camps, discussed recent upgrades “We are so grateful tobe ableto  for needy retired ministers, other
and new construction at Ridgecrest double theamount of assistanceto  denominational workers or their
and plans for a new convention  these dear people who have long widows.

center with an 8,400-square-foot
Resolving Church Conflict God’s Way.
Church Mediation Services

ballroom/exhibit space.

Thom Rainer, president of Life-
Way Christian Resources, cited
Psalm 78 in which God reminds Isra-
el of what He has done and will con-
tinue to do for them.

“I want us to remember the past,
the place and the plan,” Rainer said.

Mike Arrington, vice president
of LifeWay Capital Resource Devel-
opment, noted, “We serve a hurt-
ing world and can be a shining light.
What God has done in the last 100
years in the lives of 3 million people
is a great and awesome thing.”

OFFICE 812 951-2500
TOLL FREE 866 441-2522

www.goebellawoffice.com

“Warn them before God against quarreling about words; it is of no
value, and only ruins those who listen.” 2 Ti 2:14

_LOmIMmission /RAYErR O)nFechce

The Southern Baptlst
Theological Seminary
Louisville, Kentucky

Richard Blackaby
Plenary Speaker

Author and President,

Blackaby Ministries International

Also featuring Marshall Kellum, John Franklin,
Chris Schofield, Rick Astle, Carolyn Fuqua,
Randy Spinkle, David McCollum, Bud Fray,

Tim Beougher, Robertson McQuilken...and Others!

sic is cool, so will everyone else.”

Slaughter has been writing VBS music since 1996, when
he wrote the music for “Wild, Wonderful, Good News Stam- o
pede.” " 2 e axPTISY CONVENTION

All of the VBS music written by Slaughter is available for This event is jointly sponsored by the Kenl
download on iTunes. For more information about VBS, go to Caonvention and The Southeen Baptist Theologica
www.lifeway.com/vbs.

and fs made passible through the Cooperative P ogra :

Register online at
www.kybaptist.org /hearinggod

For more information phone 502-489-3530
or toll free in KY 866-489-3530
or e-mail Eric.Allen@kybaptist.org
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Exciting developments

Jonathan Creek welcomes new
director, Mission Board event

The summer is quickly ap-
proaching and many of our needed
tasks seem to be falling into place.
I want to take this opportunity to
let each of you know that
we have a new director
at Jonathan Creek. David
Rouse will be joining us
later this month.

David and his wife, Su-
san, are Tennessee natives
where David has directed
two camps. The Rouses
have two children. Our
prayers are with them
as they begin the transi-
tion to a new communi-
ty, ministry and schools. I
am so excited to have him come to
our ministry.

This spring will be special as our
Kentucky Baptist Convention Mis-
sion Board will be holding their
May meeting at Jonathan Creek
rather than Cedarmore. For the
past two years I have been hoping
that the board would do this since
a large number of board members
have not seen Jonathan Creek for
a number of years and some have
never been to Jonathan Creek.

I want to extend my thanks to
all.the Mission Board members for
their willingness to travel to West-
ern Kentucky. Cedarmore is in
such a great location in the cen-

Kentucky
Baptist
ASSEMBLIES

David Melber

tral part of the state and we look
forward to the meeting returning
there in 2008.

The May 2008 Mission Board
meeting will be of great interest as

. the members will see new housing,

new conference space and coming
plans for a new worship
center at Cedarmore.

I am humbled by the
multiple tasks that are
in motion today at each
property—tasks that will
be completed prior to
| summer and tasks that
. are being set in motion for
the coming years. We hon-
estly believe the next few
years will be the most ex-
citing ever as years of plan-
ning come to fruition for
our ministry.

As always, remember our staff
as we prepare for numerous chang-
es this spring. Continue to pray for
the Rouse family as they make this
significant transition, pray for our
preparation for the Mission Board
meeting and pray for summer
camps.

David Melber is president of Kentucky
Baptist Assemblies. Contact him at
Box 99918, Louisville, KY 42069-0918;
phone (502) 491-7000.

i?LlfCWay CHURCH BUSES

Buses provided for LifeWay by
Carpenter Bus Sales

1-800-370-6180 « carpenterbus.com
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series in The Ministry of Music?

Minister Thrbugh
Music?

s }g ; ant to better understand why we

sing; the theology of music in the
corporate worship experience; traditional,
contemporary, and blended styles of music
and worship; how to select the right music; or
how to get good sound from the choral group?

Why not register for the online course

Each of the three 4-wee'}( courses is highly
interactive and provides (\)pportunities for
online discussion with the\facilitator and other
study participants. Facilitators have extensive
experience as music and wor\‘ship leaders.

Registration: $150 per conrse {Scholarships ave available to cover 50 %

SCHOOL af
CHRISTIAN MINISTRY

« Courses begin Jan. 15, Feb. 26, & Apr. 9, 2007

of regisiration fees)

Visit www.btsr.edu/scm, or call 1-8¢
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For Heaven’s Sake
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Bible Crosswords

Across
1 Pretty much

6 Off the cuff (2 words)

11 Expelled gas

12 Belonging to the earth

14 Radium, chem. symbol

15 Precious stone on the
third row of the priest’s
breastplate (Exodus 28:19)

17 Western Canadian province,

abbr.

18 All right

19 Annoyed

20 Short greeting

21 <l'shavethe .
and of death”
(Revelation 1:18)

of hell

24 Creatures from outer space,

abbr.

25 Slightly open

27 One who revises

29 “| was afraid, and went and
hid thy ____in the earth”
(Matthew 25:25)

31 Peter once cut one off

32 Belonging to New York’s
largest island, abbr.

33 “The glory of the Lord

the house” (Ezekiel 43:5)

36 First appearances

39 “Ye ____ men with burden
grievous to be borne”
(Luke 11:46)

40 Lemon beverage

42 ¢ arod of an
almond tree” (Jeremiah 1:11)
(2 words)

43 Letter that follows el

Last week’s solution

OH, WAS HE A
GIFTED ATHLETE?

NO, HE WAS A
DAIRY F—ARMEQ'

hts reserved

B<
g
=
@
i
°
2
@
()
]
=3
g

G

53 54 (55

56

57 ]

44 Belonging to Mr. Rogers
46 A mate for Pa

47 Eastbound, abbr.

48 Cancel

49 Point, abbr.

50 Angry outburst

53 Man-made channels

56 Collapsed

57 Give off

Down

1 What the Mount Sinai did
when the Lord descended

2 Biblical land: ____ of the
Chaldees :

3 Innings pitched, abbr.

4 “lesthe __ my soul like a
lion” (Psalms 7:2)

5 More nervous

6 Affirm

7 “Let us not love in word,

neither in tongue; butin ___

and in truth” (1 John 3:18)
8 Living room, abbr.
9 Iridium, chem. symbol
10 “Daniel . . shall leap from
____ " (Deuteronomy 33:22)
11 Penniless

13 Part of a dress below the
waist

16 Altitude, abbr.

22 “___yourselves to the
Lord” (2 Chronicles 30:8)

23 Not fresh

25 A plausible excuse .

26 Son of God and Son of man

28 Metal

30 Strong drink

33 Swift

34 Verse written in iambs

35 Mended socks

36 Figure out

37 Where Samuel grew up

38 “The four and twenty elders,
which sat before God on
their 3
(Revelation 11:16)

41 Where Daniel spent time with
lions

44 Lose color

45 Shut hard

51 Royal Academy, abbr.

52 Audio-visual, abbr.

54 Negative

55 Preposition

© 1999 Barbour Publishing




12 WESTERNRECORDER

NATION

MARCH 13, 2007

Supreme Gourt clears way for
lawsuit over anti-gay T-shirt

Washington (ABP)—In a procedur-
al move, the U.S. Supreme Court
cleared the way March 5 for a law-
suit over a California school dis-
trict’s suspension of a teenager who
wore an anti-gay T-shirt to school.

The decision means the court
may soon revisit the debate over
students’ freespeech rights and
school officials’ responsibility to fos-
ter learning for students of all back-
grounds.

The justices summarily vacat-
ed a lower court’s ruling against a
student in Poway, a San Diego sub-
urb. According to court documents,
school officials suspended Tyler
Chase Harper in 2004 after he re-
fused to take off a shirt that said,
“I will not accept what God has con-
demned” on one side and, “Homo-
sexuality is shameful, Romans 1:27”
on the other.

School officials said Harper wore
the shirt on the national Day of Si-
lence, which is sponsored by the Gay,
Lesbian and Straight Education Net-
work. During the Day of Silence, par-
ticipants don’t talk in order to call
attention to harassment and dis-
crimination of gay, lesbian, bisexu-
al and transgender students.

In the case, school officials con-
tended that Harper’s T-shirt’s mes-
sage could have caused disruptions
or arguments among students. Oth-
er students were allowed to wear
pro-gay messages to class that day.

Harper sued, alleging that the
policy the district cited violated his
constitutional rights to free speech
and equal protection. His attorneys
sought a preliminary injunction

preventing school officials from en-
forcing the policy.

Lower federal courts ruled
against the injunction. A divided
threejudge panel of the 9th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals went further,
saying Harper was unlikely to win on
the case’s broader merits.

“Those who administer our pub-
lic educational institutions need not
tolerate verbal assaults that may de-
stroy the self-esteem of our most vul-
nerable teenagers and interfere with
their educational development,”
Judge Stephen Reinhardt wrote.

But Judge Alex Kozinski wrote a
blistering dissenting opinion, say-
ing school officials were censoring
the teen’s political and religious
views while tacitly endorsing oppos-
ing views.

“Harper’s T-shirt was not an out-
ofthe-blue affront to fellow stu-
dents who were minding their own
business,” Kozinski wrote. “Rather,
Harper wore his T-shirt in response
to the Day of Silence, a political ac-
tivity that was sponsored or at the
very least tolerated by school au-
thorities.”

By the time Harper’s appeal
reached the Supreme Court, he had
graduated from high school. The
latest decision renders moot his at-
tempt to enjoin the policy’s enforce-
ment, but it also negates the 9th Cir-
cuit’s opinion.

The decision clears the way for
another lawsuit Harper filed on the
case’s broader constitutional merits.
A federal district court judge recent-
ly ruled against him. Harper likely
will appeal to the 9th Circuit.

SIMPL

CHURCH oLty christan
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Cost: $20 per person

(includes lunch and a copy of the book)

Reservations required.

Register online: www.Kybaptist.org/simplechurchseminar

or mail your check with the form below to:

Kentucky Baptist Convention
Simple Church Seminar

P.O. Box 43433

Louisville, KY 40253

Name

Simple Church, a new
book by Thom Rainer,
Ph.D., president and CEO

Resources, calls Christians
to return to the simple
gospel-sharing methods of
Jesus. No elaborate, multi-
level outreach strategies
required. Simple churches
are thriving by taking four
concepts to heart: Clarity,
Movement, Alignment
and Focus.

. concepts
outlined in

X Simple Church

with Eric Geiger, Ed.D. He

E

A

Address

is executive pastor of Christ
Fellowship, a large and

growing multi-cultural church

comprised of more than

City
Church

seventy nationalities near
Miami, Florida.

E-Mail

Phone

B

Association

" KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION
For more information, contact the

S This event is made
ﬁp possible in part by the
e soaeew - COOpETative Program.

WS%’

Church Development Team
Phone (502) 489-3335
or toll free.in KY (866) 489-3335

The works of God

With Jesus sight,”’ we are invited to see
glimpses of God’s Kingdom every day

By Michael Spencer, assistant to the president

This year’s Father’s Day Offering theme is
“Come and See.” I suggested that theme after
reading Psalm 66:5, “Come and see the works of
God.”

The Bible always invites us to see what God is
doing, and it always tells us, with confidence, that
God’s work is there to see.

As a Bible teacher, however, I also
know that blindness is a frequent de-
scription of the human condition. Je-
sus healed blind people to demonstrate
His power to bring us out of spiritual
darkness and into enlightened spiritu-
al sight.

Every day, Oneida provides me with
reminders that two people can look at
the same thing and—because of the
“sight” that Jesus brings—see it very dif-
ferently.

Some visitors might look at our school and
find our facilities modest, our faculty homes un-
impressive, our equipment and furniture donat-
ed, our students frequently unsuccessful before
coming to us, and our staff salaries far less than
faculty of a college or seminary.

. If you cannot see the Kingdom of God, this
kind of sight will leave a less-than-impressive im-
pression.

But with the Kingdom in view, looking at
things as Jesus looked at the widow’s offering or
the mustard seed, you can see incredible evidence
of God’s goodness and power.

Our Heavenly Father brings us our staff and
their support. God brings us abundant resourc-
es for our school. God brings friends who provide

Tuis 1s OneiDa

WF. Underwood

us with money, prayers and many hours of volun-
teer service. Where others sometimes see “prob-
lem kids,” we see examples of the grace, mercy
and salvation of the Lord. We see future mission-
aries, doctors, teachers and business leaders. In
fact, we often see our future staff in the faces of
those students.

Keeping the Kingdom view in focus is a dis-
cipline, but also a ministry for us. Our school’s
publications—the Oneida Mountaineer (a gener-
al information publication for every-
one), Alumni News (for alumni) and On
Campus (for our students’ parents and
guardians)—help our network of friends
keep a Kingdom view of what God is do-
ing on our campus.

Coming to Oneida for a visit, mission
trip or workday also can give you that
Kingdom view. Attending a speaking en-
gagement featuring our president, Dr.
Underwood, sharing the story of this
ministry will be an “eye-opener.” Read-
ing the books “Mountain Rising” and “The Cruci-
ble” will show God’s hand at work. Our Web site,
www.oneidaschool.org also tells the works of the
Lord here at Oneida.

Having our eyes opened to God’s presence and
work is a wonderful thing. If you are reading this,
you probably know our story and our way of tell-
ing it. How about sharing the works of God at OBI
with someone else? We’d love to send them our
bi-monthly newsletter.

To subscribe, or to request a subscription for
someone else, call (606) 847-4111, ext. 200, or
e-mail denise@oneidaschool.org.

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org

One day at a time

Student from Mayslick
anticipates May graduation

Michael Ulrich commented on
his anticipated May graduation, “It
feels good, but I'm still not ready;
I'm taking it one day at a time.”

Michael has completed his
coursework through online class-
es and commuting to campus.
“The online courses have
been useful for schedul-
ing problems,” he said.
“But I prefer the class ex-
perience.”

He made a decision for
Christ early in life, but
five years ago he “made
it sure.” That experience
has impacted his work
with youth. “A person
can assume they are saved
just because they go to
church,” Michael said. “Everyone
needs to be sure—'do I really believe
or is this just a social experience?””

At Mayslick Baptist Church, Mi-
chael helps with music leadership
and is assistant youth minister.
Sometimes, he teaches the college
and career class. About 25 youth
are involved in the youth ministry;
most of them attend Mason County
High School with a few from Flem-
ing County.

He emphasized outreach and in-
volved youth in Kentucky Changers.
Others served through disaster re-
lief in Mississippi.

CLear CREek
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

“Our church, for its size, has
been blessed with several (people
being) called into ministry,” Mi-
chael said. “One attends University
of the Cumberlands and two oth-
ers plan to attend seminary.”

What is his future direction?
“I don’t know all the details yet;
I can’t see myself satisfied doing
anything other than what God de-
sires,” he said. “(God’s)
calling seems to be in
youth ministry, but I'm
also open to missions and
music.”

For the immediate fu-
ture, he hopes to remain
at Mayslick and continue
his education at South-
ern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville.

Michael said he
heard about Clear Creek
through a church member whose
husband attended the school in
the 1970s.

“One summer, unsure about
where to attend college, on a step
of faith, my dad and I made a cam-
pus visit,” Michael said. “Billy How-
ell, the admissions director, told us
he felt someone would come that
day.”

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
KY 40977; (606) 337-3196
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Rising above repression

NAMB missionary to U.S. immigrants
endured years of Soviet persecution

By Mickey Noah
SBC North American Mission Board

Denver—Little Anatoliy Odnoralov
often came home after school with a
bloody nose, the result of just anoth-
er day as a Christian at his school in
the North Caucasus region of the old
Soviet Union.

“Since early childhood, I knew
the price for my convictions,” he
said.

Anatoliy was the third-born son
of an ordinary shoemaker, who,
along with his wife, was a faithful
believer in Jesus Christ. Unfortu-
nately, they were believers living in
an atheistic nation dedicated to the
persecution of Christians.

The family grew to 15. Anatoliy’s
father faithfully drew them togeth-
er and read stories from the Bible,
urging his children to pray. With his
meager cobbler’s pay, he purchased a
guitar and an accordion and taught
himself and his children to play. He
even formed a family band.

Mocked for beliefs

“The school where we were study-
ing mocked us for our convictions
and belief in God,” recalls Ana-
toliy, now 43 and a Southern Bap-
tist North American Mission Board
church-planting missionary.

Harassed by the KGB and the So-
viet Union’s Committee on Religious
Affairs, Anatoliy’s father constant-
ly was being summoned to speak to
the authorities. He was accused of
educating his children “inappropri-
ately,” and authorities threatened to
remove the children from his care.

Constant badgering by the KGB
cost Anatoliy’s father a series of jobs
and the family fell into poverty.

Anatoliy’s father was killed in a
road accident in 1982, leaving 13
children in the care of their asthma-
afflicted mother. At one point, Ana-
toliy’s mother had no way to buy
milk and bread for her children.

“Kids, I don’t know what we will
eat tomorrow,” she told her chil-
dren one night. Later, Anatoliy said
they heard her praying: “You are the

God of orphans and widows. You are
my Father and you promised not to
leave me. Support me in my faith
and send bread for my family.”

Early the next morning, a loud
knock at the door awakened 19-year-
old Anatoliy. “Mother came out with
her eyes red from crying. We saw a
man, and before our eyes, there were
two huge bags of food. The man said
the food was for us,” Anatoliy re-
members.

““Who are you? Where are you
from?” we asked the stranger. But
he told us not to ask him anything.
Even today, we do not know any-
thing about him and have never met
him anywhere again.

“I believe we’ll meet him in eter-
nity,” he added.

Anatoliy would suffer more, al-
most unbearable, religious perse-
cution while serving in the Sovi-
et Army. After the military, he at-
tended Ukraine Bible Seminary be-
fore immigrating to the U.S. where
he studied at Oklahoma Bible Insti-
tute in Oklahoma City. He married—
his wife’s name is Natasha. The cou-
ple has four children.

Today, Odnoralov operates the In-
ternational Center of Hope, a minis-
try focusing on the 60,000 Russian-
speaking immigrants in the great-
er Denver area. Only 3 to 4 percent
are believers; 80 percent are Russian-
speaking Jews. He and his wife also
work to start new churches in the
city’s Russian-speaking Jewish com-
munities.

“When we launched the center
less than a year ago ... we had to go
out and look for local Russian people
at their residences. It was not always
easy,” Odnorolov said. “Now, people
come to the center on their own.”

The center’s chief project is teach-
ing English as a Second Language to
as many as 100 Russian immigrants
at a time. The center also offers class-
es in music, art, Russian history and
Hebrew.

Summer camp for children is an-
other ministry. “We see kids accept
the Messiah, and they pass on the

SUSTAINING A CALLING Anatoliy Odnoralov, director of Hope International Cultural
Center in Denver, leads Bible studies for members of the Russian-speaking community. .
The center provides English as a Second Language courses in addition to classes in
music, art, Russian history and Hebrew. (Photos by John Swain)

good news to their friends and fami-
ly members,” he said.

The center sponsors home Bible
studies for Russian-speaking people.
Odnoralov said people prefer study-
ing the Bible in homes rather than
local churches.

Through the work of the center
and its home Bible study ministry,
Odnorolov said he has seen God’s
love help hurting individuals and
families. “We see families on the
edge of divorce. We see people who
are depressed. And then we see fam-
ilies restored and relationships be-
tween parents and kids restored.”

Ministry to Russian Jews

Perhaps the most difficult group
in which to serve are Russian Jews,
Odnoralov said. “There have been
many dark periods for the Jews—like
the Holocaust—in which so-called
Christians were cruel to Jews. That’s
why Jews nowadays are resentful and
very skeptical about Christians.”

Most Jewish immigrants from the

SHARING THE REST OF THE STORY Anatoliy Odnoralov (left), shares the gospel with Russian immigrants at a local retirement
apartment complex in the Denver area. Many of the immigrants are Jewish.

 will live until the Messiah comes.

Soviet Union are atheists, Odnoralov
said. “Others are willing to admit
there’s a God, but they’re not ready
to accept Jesus. They want to attend
a synagogue rather than a church.
Others say, ‘There is a God, but I'm
waiting for the Messiah.”

The Odnorolovs and other Rus-
sian Christians often refer to them-
selves as “Messianic Jews.” The title
demonstrates respect for Jewish tra-
dition and Old Testament teachings,
and sometimes opens a door to share
the gospel with Russian Jews.

“It’s very difficult for Russian-
speaking people, especially Jewish
people, to accept this good news,”
Odnoralov said. “We usually have to
work for a long time. ... As the Apos-
tle Paul said, ‘The veil on the Jews’
eyes can be lifted only by Christ Him-
self:”

Immigrating to America wasn’t
part of Odnoralov’s original plan,
but he said God’s will was obvious.
“When I came here, I was asking
God, ‘Why am I here?””

Eight months into his new life in
the U.S., Odnoralov said God replied
through an elderly Jewish man.

The missionary was handing
out Christian literature in down-
town Denver. “One day, an old man,
a Jewish man, came up to my ta-
ble,” Odnoralov recalls. “He asked
me why I had come there, bringing
my strange God and Christian liter-
ature.

“I told him I was bringing the lit-
erature just to give out and let peo-
ple read it. The old man looked deep
into my eyes and said, Tm an old
man. I will die soon, but my people

Odnoralov said the Holy Spirit
immediately spoke to him, telling
him to look into the eyes of the old
man—and into his heart.

“The Jewish man’s eyes were emp-
ty and without hope. T want you to
speak, to tell these people about Me.
Tell them without stopping,” the
Holy Spirit said. At that moment, I fi-
nally understood my call.”

BUILDING
RELATIONSHIPS
Anatoliy and Natasha
Odnoralov operate a
ministry center that
provides several services
to Denver’s Russian-
speaking community.

The couple also works to
start churches in the area.
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PRAYER

PARTNERS

Please pray for the
following Kentucky
Baptist ministries and
missionaries:

New Hope Baptist
Church in Raddliff.
Pastor O.C. Jones shares
that the church has,
avision for reaching
out to the community
through a medical
clinic. The clinic would
provide medical service
to those who can’t
afford healthcare.

The church has a
ministry facility ready
and is now seeking
God’s will for further
direction concerning
the ministry. Pray that
God will provide the
needed resources and
personnel, especially a
physician and/or nurse
practitioner. Pray that
those who find physical
healing also will receive
spiritual healing
through Christ.

Church & Community
Missionaries Greg
and Alice Whitetree
of Lookout. The
Whitetrees direct the
ministry of the Freeda
Harris Baptist Center
in Pike County. They
conduct a weekday
ministries program that
includes benevolence
work, socialization
programs, clubs, day
camps and vacation
Bible school. Pray for
the Whitetrees as they
minister to the many
youth and adults who
are addicted to drugs.
Pray that volunteers
coming this summer
to present a Christian
witness will have an
understanding and
sensitivity to the
mountain culture.

If you would like
Kentucky Baptists to
join in praying for a
ministry of your church
or association, please
send the information to
Eric Allen at Eric.Allen
@kybaptist.org or call
(866) 489-3530.

Mountains 10 THE Mississipp

CoMPILED BY STAFF

mBARBOURVILLE—Callihan Mission-
ary Church ordained Clifford Rob-
inson as a deacon March 3. Mike Fu-
SON is pastor.

= CAMPBELLSVILLE—Benji Kelly, di-
rector of alumni relations at Camp-
bellsville University since 2003, has
been named director of planned giv-
ing.

Saloma Church will show the
film “Facing the Giants” March 18, 5
p.m. Admission is free. For more in-
formation, call (270) 789-0082.

m CENTRAL CITY—Cherry Hill Church
will hold revival services March 25
during Sunday morning and eve-
ning services and March 26-28, 7
p-m., with Ron Sivells as evangelist.
s CLINTON—New Hope Church will
hold revival services March 25, 6
p-m. and March 26-30, 7 p.m., with
Greg Wells as evangelist. Randy Mc-
Clure is pastor.

mC0XS CREEK—River View Church
will host a “Changed Life Weekend”
March 23-25. For more information,
call (502) 538-4966.

= CRESTWOOD—Ballardsville Church
will host a family conference March
28, 6:30 p.m. Speaker Carl Kerby,
from Answers in Genesis, will ad-
dress “The Power of Hollywood on
Today’s Culture.” For more informa-
tion, call (502) 222-9165.

Crestwood Church will host an
“Understanding Other Beliefs” con-
ference March 22, 6:30 p.m. Work-
shops will be offered on Islam, Mor-
monism and Jehovah’s Witnesses.
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Calvary Church will host its an-
nual Matt Wilkins Bible Confer-
ence March 16-18. Speakers will
include James Shutt, March 16-
17, 6:30 p.m.; Jeff Mortis, March
18, 11 a.m.; and Donnie Wilkins,
March 18, 6 p.m.

For more information, call (502) 241-
8534.

mDAWSON SPRINGS—Mount Pisgah
Church will hold revival services
March 25-28 with special singing at
6:30 p.m. followed by services at 7
p.m., with Noble Cobb as evangelist.
Roger Felker is pastor.

= FRANKFORT—Gretchen Watson re-
cently was endorsed by the Cooper-
ative Baptist Fellowship as a certified
pastoral counselor with the Amer-
ican Association of Pastoral Coun-
selors.

m HENDERSON—Airline Church will
host The Haire Family in concert
March 31, 5 p.m.

= LUDLOW—First Church ordained
Eric King and Donald Walsh as dea-
cons March 11. Ken Cole is interim
pastor.

= MORGANFIELD—Richard Carver re-

@(WBQ CALENDAR OF EVENTS

March

17 RA Congress Region 2, Olive
Branch Baptist Church, Hanson.

17 RA Congress Region 6, Boone’s
Creek Baptist Camp, Winchester.

17 Statewide Keyboard Festivals,
multiple locations.

20 Simple Church Seminar,
Crestwood Baptist Church,
Crestwood.

22-25 Adult Kentucky Changers,
Boone’s Creek Baptist Camp,
Winchester.

23-24 Kentucky Woman’s Missionary
Union Annual Meeting, Third
Baptist Church, Owensboro.

24 Girls in Action/Children in Action
Missions Event, Third Baptist
Church, Owensboro.

24 RA Congress Region 8A, First
Baptist Church, Russell.

26-27 Welcome to Kentucky New
Ministers Orientation, Baptist
Building, Louisville.

30-31 Exalt (State Acteens
Conference), Second Baptist
Church, Hopkinsuville.

30-31 For Guys Only, Hilicrest Baptist
Church, Hopkinsville.

30-31 Great Commission Prayer
Conference, Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louisville.

31 RA Congress Region 7, Elk Spring
Valley Baptist Church, Monticello.

31 RA Congress Region 8B, Camp
Howard.

April

3 Telling Your Mission Story
Conference, Baptist Building,
Louisville.

13-14 Collegiate Leadership Training,
Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary, Louisville.

19-20 Quarterly Prayer Meeting for
Spiritual Awakening, Severns
Valley Association Office,
Elizabethtown.

20-22 All-State Children’s Choir—
East, Cedarmore.

23-24 Developing & Managing
People/Supervision Training,
Baptist Building, Louisville.

24 Senior Living Celebration,
Eastwood Baptist Church, Bowling
Green.

26 Senior Living Celebration, Central
Baptist Church, Winchester.

For more information, call (800) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org

cently resigned as pastor of First
Church.

= MORNING VIEW—Richard Collins
recently resigned as pastor of Pin-
er Church.

B SALEM—Ohio River Association
will host “How to Have a Growing
Church” March 26, 7 p.m., at Sa-
lem Church with Hershael York, pas-

tor of Buck Run Church in Frankfort
and professor of preaching at South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, as
guest speaker. Registration and re-
freshments will begin at 6:30 p.m.

m SHEPHERDSVILLE—Pleasant Grove
Church ordained youth minister
Clayton Pruett to the gospel minis-
try March 4. Von Smith is pastor.

CLassiFiep Aps

AVAILABLE: Retired SBC pastor of
54 years available for supply or inter-
im. Seventy-five mile radius of Dan-
ville, Ky. Phone: (859) 583-9641.

AVAILABLE: For supply, interim or
bivocational pastorate. Call Ben Ren-
der at (502) 368-3067.

SEEKING: Part-time minister to
coordinate and develop youth/
children’s work. Send resumé to:
Pastor, PO Box 54825, Lexington, KY
40555.

SEEKING: - Minister of youth. Re-
sponsible for providing ministe-
rial leadership and a comprehen-
sive youth ministry that is consis-
tent with the vision and mission of
the church. Please send resumés to:
Youth Minister Search Committee,
First Baptist Church, PO Box 446, Tay-
lorsville, KY 40071.

SEEKING: Parttime minister of
students with possible progression
to full time in the future. Focus
will be on children, youth and col-
lege-age ministries. A love for shar-
ing Christ is a must. Please send re-
sumés to: Student Minister Search
Team, Crosspointe Baptist Church,
PO Box 21705, Owensboro, KY 42304.
Questions: Please call David at (270)
9294051.

SEEKING: Parkway Baptist Church
seeks a youth minister who demon-
strates spiritual growth and maturi-
ty with a Spirit-led love for students,
grades 6-12. Individual to lead youth
to a knowledge of the plan of salva-
tion and develop them in Christian
nurture. Send resumé to: Parkway
Baptist Church, 1915 North Broad-
way, Lexington, KY 40505; or e-mail:
info@parkwaybaptistchurch.org.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music and children. If interested,
please send resumé via e-mail to:
eddyfirst@bellsouth.net.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for small
Southern Baptist church (average at-
tendance: 65). Send resumés to: Pi-
geon Fork Baptist Church, 5090 Hicle
ory Ridge Road, Waddy, KY 40076.

SEEKING: Part-time/bivocational
minister of music for South Elkhorn
Baptist Church in Lexington. Send
resumé to: Dr. Damon Jones, pastor,
4867 Versailles Road, Lexington, KY
40510; or e-mail to: preacherjones
@windstream.net or donnacornish
@windstream.net.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
youth and education at Harrods-
burg Baptist Church, PO Box 286,
Harrodsburg, KY 40330. Primary fo-
cus is youth, but education experi-
ence is important. For more church
information, see www.harrodsburg
baptist.org.

SEEKING: Shawnee Run Baptist
Church in Harrodsburg, Ky., is look
ing for someone who can help take
our youth to the next level through
worship. Candidate must be able to
lead worship in music and word. Our
church is a conservative but progres-
sive SBC church. Our youth current-
ly are lay-led and the Lord is blessing
them with wonderful growth. A call-
ing in the area of youth ministry is
required. The successful candidate
must be available on Sunday eve-
nings initially and open to involve-
ment with summer missions this
summer. Send resumé: 1490 Shaker-
town Road, Harrodsburg, KY 40330,
Attn: Youth Intern Position.

SEEKING: Experienced, full-time
pastor for church in small, Southeast-
ern Kentucky village. Average Sunday
morning worship attendance is 200.
Salary based on education and expe-
rience. Send resumé with references
to Bond Baptist Church, PO Box 520,
Annville, KY 40402, Attn: Kenneth
Moore, search committee chairman.
Deadline for receiving resumés will
be 5 p.m., March 16, 2007.

SEEKING: Student pastor. Ten-
nessee church seeks SBC-seminary-
trained student pastor with 1-2 suc-
cessful church experiences—must be
currently serving local church and in
good standing. Candidates who are
open to a new challenge supported
by exceptional leadership and a solid
budget may send resumés to: Search

Team, Hixson First Baptist, 5800

Grubb Road, Hixson, TN 37343.
SEEKING: Memorial Baptist Church
is seeking God’s leading for the posi-
tion of full-time associate pastor of
worship and education. We are a
Southern Baptist church with an av-
erage attendance of 400-450. We are
seeking a man of God, conservative
in theology (Baptist Faith and Mes-
sage 2000), who has a love for Jesus
Christ, a desire for evangelism and a
passion for leading the congregation
in worship. His primary responsibil-
ity will be to direct the entire wor-
ship experience and to continue to
grow all aspects of a total multi-fac-
eted music program. He should be a
“people person” and a team player.
He also would have a secondary re-
sponsibility in overseeing the entire
educational program of the church.
A seminary degree is preferred and

an undergraduate degree in music is
required, as well as 3-plus years of ex-
perience in working with a church
body. Contact: Search Commit-
tee, Memorial Baptist Church, 1405
South Kanawha St., Beckley, West
Virginia 25801; or e-mail: memorial-
baptist@hotmail.com.

SEEKING: Mount Lebanon Baptist
Church (www.mlbctn.org) is seeking
a dynamic and ministry-oriented in-
dividual to work full time leading the
worship and music ministry of the
church. Mount Lebanon is a vibrant
and growing community of faith lo-
cated in Maryville, Tenn., a fast-grow-
ing suburb of Knoxville. The minister
of music will provide innovative and
strong Christian leadership for the
worship ministry which encompass-
es both traditional and contempo-
rary worship. The minister of music
will work closely with the senior pas-
tor and ministry team in planning
and coordinating worship. The min-
ister of music also will be responsi-
ble to oversee a choir program for all
ages utilizing the gifts of a talented
musical support staff and volunteers.
In addition to having a strong musi-
cal education and full-time experi-
ence, applicants should exemplify
a passion for Christ and His church,

~worship and music, and possess out-

standing leadership, interpersonal
and organizational skills. Resumés
will be received through 3/30/2007
and should be submitted to Allan
Atchley, associate pastor, via e-mail
at aatchley@mlbctn.org; or mailed
to Mount Lebanon Baptist Church,
3508 Wildwood Road, Maryville, TN
37804, Attn. Allan Atchley.
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The ministry of presence

Baptist seminary alumni help ca

By Gregory Tomlin
Baptist Press

West Point, N.Y. (BP)—Many of the
officers and cadets at the U.S. Mil-
itary Academy in West Point, N.Y.,
knew Cadet Sgt. Major Emily Per-
ez well. She attended chapel servic-
es regularly and was a member of
the cadets’ gospel chorus. She also
ran track. '

Today, 2nd Lt. Perez is buried not
far from notable generals such as
George Armstrong Custer and Wil-
liam Westmoreland in the acade-
my’s cemetery overlooking the Hud-
son River. She died Sept. 12, 2006, in
Iraq, the first female graduate from
West Point to die in combat in that
country.

The words of Scripture from
1 Corinthians 2:9 on her tombstone
are a testimony to her faith: “Eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have they entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath pre-
pared for them that love him.”

Southern Baptist chaplains Col.
John Cook and Lt. Col. Darrell Thom-
sen, along with other chaplains at
the academy, report 51 West Point
graduates have died since the war
on terror began. Despite those loss-
es, new cadets keep coming with a
desire to defend their country and
seeking their place in something
greater than themselves. Among the
cadets are Cook’s twin sons, both
“plebes” or first-year students.

Academy is place to face fears

A walk into Cadet Chapel, a mas-
sive Gothic structure overlooking
the academy and its parade ground,
reveals an array of campaign flags
from wars long ago. A sign at the
front of the chapel reminds all who
enter “not to leave without saying
one prayer to God for yourself, for
those who minister, and for those
who worship here.”

At the front of the chapel is the
superintendent’s pew, where each of
the men who'’ve overseen the acade-
my’s cadets has inscribed his name.
The signatures of generals Douglas
MacArthur and Maxwell Taylor are
there.

On the chapel’s left side, a pew
is reserved for American prison-
ers of war and those missing in ac-
tion. A candle burns at the end of
the pew as a reminder to the cadets

that some of their brothers in arms,

many missing since before they were
born, are with them in spirit.

Both components of the chapel
are reminders of the leaders who
have gone before and those who gave
everything in the line the duty.

Today, each cadet is similarly
mindful of the burdens of duty to
their nation in wartime, the chap-
lains said. They also are aware that
the path of service they have chosen
may cost them their lives.

“The cadets here know that,” said
Cook, the academy’s senior chap-
lain and advisor to the superinten-
dent on religious affairs. He is a 1987
graduate of Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Louisville. “In
fact, all of our cadets who are cur-
rently students here made the de-
cision to come to West Point after
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REMEMBERING A HERO U.S. Army Chaplain Col. John Cook, a graduate of Southern

Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, points to the grave of 2nd Lt. Emily Perez,
the first female West Point graduate to be killed in Iraq. Cook is the U.S. Military
Academy chaplain and senior adviser to the superintendent on religious affairs. He is
acombat veteran, having served in the first Gulf war in 1991.

Sept. 11, 2001, so they knew when
they came here that there is a signif-
icant possibility that they will be go-
ing into combat.”

Thomsen, the academy’s Protes-
tant cadet chaplain, said, “We help
them work through the fear that
goes along with combat.” Chaplains
tell their charges, “There is a lot of
power in fear, but there’s more pow-
er in faith,” said the 1985 graduate
of Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C.

West Point chaplains are involved
in a “ministry of preparation,” ac-
cording to Cook, who said the
world’s current political climate—
expressed in the battle between radi-
cal Islam and the West—adds a sense
of urgency to their mission.

The chaplains counsel students
who have questions about war, kill-
ing and about what will happen to
them if they die in combat.

Cook and Thomsen explain that
they attempt to resolve these issues
with cadets during their first two
years at the academy, before they
must commit to a term of service as
an officer in the Army and face pos-
sible deployments overseas.

“They know they need to be pre-
pared,” Cook said. “We don’t want
them blindly graduating from here.
We have a responsibility to see that
they work through this whether
they ask about it or not. If they don’t
ask, we put it on the table for them.
They’ve got to resolve it.”

Cadets learn that the chaplains
themselves have dealt with many
of the same issues. Both Cook and
Thomsen have been in combat—
Thomsen in Panama with the 82nd
Airborne Division in 1989 and both
men in Desert Storm in 1991.

Cook was a battalion chaplain
with the 18th Airborne Corps and
lost one soldier during the 100-hour
ground war in 1991. He said he saw
rocket launchers and helicopters
engage Iraqi troops and tanks in
his area-and came upon the results

as his unit moved forward. Thom-
sen also lost some of his troops in a
mine field. .

“When you move through the
mine field and they see the cross
on your uniform, there’s something
that says to them, ‘God is with us,”
Thomsen said. “It’s important and
it’s powerful for a chaplain to be on
the front lines with them.”

From 2004-2005, just prior to his
most recent duty station at West
Point, Cook also was chaplain to
the Coalition Land Forces Compo-
nent in Kuwait. Being with the sol-
diers in the theater of combat opera-
tions is what he and other chaplains
call the “ministry of presence,” an
indispensable service to troops un-
der fire.

“We weren'’t there with weapons.

We weren’t there to take lives. We
were there to care for our soldiers
on the battlefield,” Cook said.

In combat, chaplains care for sol-
diers by treating them after they
had been wounded, writing let-
ters to family members on their be-
half, and even relaying messages to
wounded comrades.

It certainly means sharing the
gospel when the opportunity pre-
sented itself. Cook led 27 soldiers
to faith in Christ during Operation
Desert Storm, and baptized 15.

Caring for the soldiers also
meant helping them deal with tak-
ing life, both chaplains said, adding
that killing is something that sol-
diers would rather not do.

“Our soldiers value humanity,”
Thomsen $aid. “They don’t want to
take someone else’s life. They see
themselves as peacekeepers. They
see those who are out there who
fight against peace and they want
to stop it. That’s the unique thing
about our soldiers. Combat is an
ugly thing, but I've watched in all
the ugliness some of the most com-
passionate people carrying weap-
ons, but at the same time caring for
others.”

equipment to face combat

Cook and Thomsen bring their | “When you move
experiences in combat to bear in through the mine
preparing cadets for battle today, | .
and the relationships endure long field and they see
after cadets graduate and move into | [he cross on your
their respective military disciplines. | yniform, there’s
In a real sense, their ministry contin- | epmeth ing that
ues as well. Many of the cadets main- to th
tain contact through letters and ‘?ays _0 _em’ o
emails. God is with us.

Cook received a letter from a '

Lt. Col. Darrell

West Point graduate last year. The
young officer had just married and
had a special request. If he didn’t
make it home, he wanted Cook to of-
ficiate at his funeral.

“I still have the letter,” Cook said,
adding that the soldier is now home
with his wife.

“What happens if | get killed?”

Shortly after President Bush’s
State of the Union address in Jan-
uary in which he said more troops
in Iraq likely would mean more ca-
sualties, Cook received another let-
ter. That letter was from a female
graduate who was ready to deploy
to Baghdad.

“She asked, “‘What happens ifI get
killed? How will my husband be noti-
fied?” And then she wrote, ‘My mom
wants to know how she will be no-
tified.”” Cook said he made plans to
talk with the graduate’s mother, ex-
tending the ministry of comfort and
counseling beyond the cadets at the
academy to the family of the soldier.

“I always offer the cadets, and
those who are already serving, en-
couragement that their life is in
God’s hands,” Cook said. “And that
they won’t go home until He calls
them.”

When death occurs, notifying
families of the loss becomes the fo-
cus of ministry. Cook and Thomsen
have been bearers of the grim news
before. Thomsen said the visits are
never easy because every family is
unsuspecting.

“I'd rather go to combat than I
would make a death notification,”
he said. “You realize you're going to
change a person’s life forever.” :

Thomsen, chaplain,
U.S. Military Academy
in West Point

The Cadet Prayer

“O God, Our Father, Thou Séarcher of Human hearts,
help us to draw near to Thee in sincerity and truth. May
our religion be filled with gladness and may our worship
of Thee be natural. Strengthen and increase our admira-
tion for honest dealing and clean thinking, and suffer not
our hatred of hypocrisy and pretence ever to diminish. En-
courage us in our endeavor to live above the common lev-
el of life. Make us to choose the harder right instead of the
easier wrong, and never be content with a half truth when
the whole can be won. Endow us with courage that is born
ofloyalty to all that is noble and worthy, that scorns to com-
promise with vice and injustice and knows no fear when
truth and right are in jeopardy. Guard us against flippan-
cy and irreverence in the sacred things of life. Grant us new
ties of friendship and new opportunities of service. Kindle
our hearts in fellowship with those of a cheerful counte-
nance, and soften our hearts with sympathy for those that
sorrow and suffer. Help us to maintain the honor of the
Corps untarnished and unsullied and to show forth in our
lives the ideals of West Point in doing our duty to Thee and
our Country. All of which we ask in the name of the Great
Friend and Master of All. Amen.”

Originally written by Clayton Wheat, chaplain
U.S. Military Academy at West Point, 1919-26




Kentucky League on
Alcohol & Gambling
Problems

Words from the President:

The KY League on Alcohol and Gambling Problems is very concerned about the
proliferation of gambling and alcohol. Kentuckians are already gambling, betting and
wagering over 2 and one-half billion dollars a year on the lottery,casinos, horse tracks
and bingo halls. Promoters are now saying we need racinos, casinos and video lottery
machine outlets to produce $400 million in state revenue. That means Kentuckians will
have to gamble and lose $1.2 billion more. This does not include on-line figures, office
pools and bets placed at bookie outlets. More resources will be diverted from local
industry and business to feed the gambling industry. The costs to the state will be
more than it produces in income. The alcohol industry continues to seek ways to
increase sales of their products. There are bills before the KY legislature that will
increase the prospect of more outlets. Let me also add that there are bills calling for
stricter enforcements of alcohol offenses.

~ We urge you to call your local legislators and ask them to vote against the expansion of gambling

and alcohol. Call the Legislative hotline to contact your legislator.

1-800-372-7181

Issues Currently Facing the State:

qubling Bills Calling for casinos in KY

*Allowing video lottery machines. These video machines are being

outlawed by many states, as they hurt and/or put local businesses out of
business.

Alcohol Bills

* Allow alcohol sales at our historic sites.
* Allow alcohol sales on Election Day after 12 noon.
* A bill lowering the seating requirement of restaurants from 100 to 50 in
order to call for a local option election to sell alcohol.

There are many other Bills to be concerned about. You can check them out at:
www.Irc.ky.gov

Guy Clark, chairman of the National Coalition against Legalized Gambling said, "Internet gambling is
a double negative because of its convenience allowing a person of any age to operate from their
house.” As the saying goes, "With the click of the mouse, you can lose your house—from your
house.” :

Ry 2722 Crittenden Drive
i Louisville, KY 40209
" i, (502) 635-0002
o Kentucky 3 Website: www.kentuckyleague.org
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