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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Court dismisses 
ACLU case aimed 
at Boy Scouts 

Chicago (RNS)-A federal ap­
peals court has dismissed a lawsuit 
brought by the American Civil Liber­
ties Union that challenged the U.S. 
Department of Defense's support of 
the Boy Scouts of America and their 
national jamboree. 

Th.e April 4 decision ended a dis­
pute that began in 1999 when the 
ACLU filed suit clairning the "Boy 
Scouts' policy requiring religious 
oaths" violated the separation of 
church and state. 

Th.e ACLU objected to the Defense 
Department letting the Scouts hold 
their national Jamboree at Fort A.P. 
Hill in Virginia every four years be­
cause the Scouts' oath reads in part: 
"On rny honor I will do rny best to do 
my duty to God and to my country." 

A lower court had ruled that a 
1972 law that allowed the Defense 
Department to support the Scouts 
was unconstitutional because it ad­
vanced religion on government prop­
erty. Th.e"7th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap­
peals rejected that ruling and called 
the statute "an exercise ofCongress' 
powers under the military." 

"Although some support of the 
organization does occur, the Garn~ 
boree) statute does not turn money 
or services over to BSA to handle any 
way it wants," the court said. 

Th.e Arilerican Center for Law and 
Justice bad filed a brief on behalf of 
90 members of Congress asking for 
the case to be dismissed. 

"We're delighted that the feder­
al appeals court reached the prop­
er conclusion in this case," said 
Jay Sekulow, the ACLJ's chief coun­
sel. "Th.e rnilitary provides the Boy 
Scouts with support and services 
that aid both the military and the 
Scouts without endorsing religion." 

Tsunami re.lief 

More than 50,000 people were fett homeless in the Solomon lslands 
when a massive earthquake triggered a tsunami in the South Pacific 
April 2. Initial reports indicated at least 30 people were killed. The 
death toll was expected to rise as communications is restored and 
reports are received from iso/ated villages. On April 3, international 
aid began reaching survivors of the tsunami, which reportedly was 
as high as 16 feet at the town of Gizo. At least 13 villages were 
destroyed, and government officials warned a humanitarian crisis 
threatens thousands of people who fled inland without food or 
other basic necessities. The Solomons are made up of more than 
200 islands on the "Ring of Fire, " a group of volcanos in the South 
Pacific where earthquakes are common. • Above: Prince Phillip, a 27-
year-o/d fisherman, points to the scene in Gizo where the bodies of 
his mother-in-law and a baby were recovered under the debris of a 
hause destroyed by the 8. 1 earthquake and tsunami. •Left: A hause 
in Titiana was swept more than 40 yards from its concrete block 
foundation. (RNS photos by Kyodo News via Newscom and by Tanya 
Rad!World Vision) 

LifeWay effort helps expand True Love Waits message in Africa 
By Don Beehler 
Baptist Press 

Nashville (BP)-True Love Waits 
International will expand its absti­
nence-until-rnarriage message in six 
African countrjes, using $950,000 in 
donor gifts to LifeWay Christian Re­
sources' "A Defining Moment" cap­
ital carnpaign, LifeWay. President 
Th.om Rainer announced Aprilll . 

"Although HIV/AIDS is a concern 
worldwide, the most concentrated 
and high-risk area continues to be 
the continent of Africa, where the 
life expectancy in some countries 
has dropped from age 42 to as low 
as age 30," Rainer said. "We are very 
pleased to make this announeerneut 
today because we believe True Love 
Waits can be the answer for the AIDS 
epidemic on the entire continent." 

Mike Arrington, a spokesman 
for the LifeWay capital campaign, 
voiced appreciation for "gifts of 
generous donors to A Defining Mo­
ment," enabling True Love Waits to 

expand "in a continent where AIDS · 
is literally a life-and-death battle. 
God has given usaprogram that not 
only is very effective but also can eas­
ily be rnultiplied." 

Since its introduction in Ugan­
da 13 years ago, True Love Waits 
has been a catalyst for bringing peo­
ple together to address the AIDS cri­
sis an~ spread the message of sexu­
al purity to schools, youth groups 
and comrnunities. In the years that 
followed, Uganda's HN/AIDS infec­
tion rate dropped from 30 percent to 
about 6 percent of the country's 25 
million people. 

Saving a generation in Uganda 
"Some Ieaders in Uganda say that 

this turnareund h~s literally saved 
a generation," said Jimmy . Hester, 
co-founder of the True Love Waits 
rnovement. "We believe that expand­
ing True Love Waits to other parts of 
Africa has the potential of dramati­
cally lowering the HIV/AIDS infec-

tion rate in those COUntries as well." 
Larry and Sharon Pumpelly, the 

missionaries who introduced True 
Love Waits in Uganda in 1994, are 
workingwith Hester and the LifeWay 
True Love Waits team on the rnulti­
country expansion-into South Af­
rica, Tanzania, Zambia, Swaziland, 
Botswana and Lesotho. 

Hester noted that True Love 
Waits- through the efforts of Iead­
ers in comrnunities impaded by the 
challenge of sexual activity among 
the youth population-can fight 
AIDS and other sexually transmitted 
diseases as well as unplanned preg­
nancies and a number of emotion­
al, social. psychological and spiritu­
al problems by helping young people 
change their attitudes and behavior 
related to sexual expression. 

Based on methodologies devel­
oped in Uganda, True Love Waits 
will establish an ongoing relation­
ship with a key national champi­
on in each African country who, in 

turn, will build a hierarchy of teams 
within the country. Th.ose teams 
will utilize a culturally appropri­
ate teaching approach to spread the 
True Love Waits message of sexual 
abstinence until marriage. 

"Th.is is an intentional effort to 
learn from the experiences in Ugan­
da and apply those principles to oth­
er African countries, taking into ac­
count cultural differences that ex-

. ist between these countries," Hes­
ter noted. 

A Defining Moment is a $29 mil­
lion philanthropic campaign initiat­
ed by LifeWay to seek to impact the 
world with the gospel ofChrist. 

In addition to True Love Waits 
International, the campaign is rais­
ing funds for a new translation of 
the Chinese Mandarin Bible; a Lead­
ership Training Institute that will 
train 10,000 pastors and staff in ef­
fective leadership, ministry and per­
sonal life skills; and discipleship 
training in Cuba, India and Kenya. 
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Proposals urge SBC to address sexual abuse 
Arlington, Texas (ABP)-With in­

creasing national attention on Bap­
tist churches' problems with dergy 
sex abuse, two pastor{bloggers have 
said they intend to push for more 
comprehensive ways to address the 
issue in the Southern Baptist Con­
vention. 

Oldahoma pastor Wade Burleson 
and Texaspastor Benjamin Cole said 
they plan to present a motion and 
a resolution regarding clergy sex­
ual abuse at the SBC annual meet­
ing June 12-13 in San Antonio, Tex­
as. The two have gained widespread 
attention in the past year for their 
blog-driven efforts to address a vari­
ety of denaminational issues. 

Burleson, pastor of Emmanuel 
Baptist Church in Enid, Okla., said 
he will offer a motion calling for 
a ~tudy on the possibility of devel­
oping a database of Southern Bap­
tist ministers convicted of sexual 
harassment and abuse. The motion 
will ask the SBC Executive Commit­
tee to report results from the study 
at the 2008 annual meeting in Indi­
anapolis. 

Cole, pastor of Parkview Baptist 

Church in Arlington, Texas, will in­
troduce a resolution titled "On Cler­
gy Sexual Abuse." 

"Southern Baptists have not ful­
ly explored every option to protect 
our churches and our children from­
the threat of potential victimization 
and abuse at the hands of predato­
ry c,lergy," the resolution says. It also 
calls upon Southern Baptist church­
es to "pursue every possible avenue 
in determining the moral character 
and ethical conduct ofininistry can­
didates ." 

Cole's proposal also urges con­
vention agencies, institutions and 
commissions to "tal<e bold steps to 
educate Southern Baptists concern­
ing the indications associated with 
and the reporting of child victim­
ization." 

"20/20" explores clergy sex abuse 
A segment on the April13 edition 

ofthe ABC News program "20/20" fo­
cused on clergy sex abuse in the SBC 
and other denominations. 

SBC President Frank Page ap­
peared on the "20/20" segmerit. He 
wrote an open Ietter to Southern 

Baptists addressing the issue of cler­
gy sexual abuse, which he said is not 
"systemic or large-scale" in the de-

. nomination. 
In the April 2 Ietter, Page said 

even one instance of sexual abuse is 
too much· and urged local churches 
to tal<e action against predators. He 
also .called on churches to require 
background checks on national and 
state Ievels and to conduct "thor­
ough reference checks" when hir­
ing ministers and other church staff 
members. 

"The local church is where ac­
countability must be enforced," he 
said. "I call upon ~very local church 
to develop written policy guidelines 
for the care of children and youth. I 
call upon every church to have a sys­
tem or policy in place to deal with 
any accusations made. .. .. Simply 
put, there is no place in the church 
for persons who would take advan­
tage ofthese relationships." 

Page has said the autonomy of 
the local church is a biblical man­
date, so local churches must take it 
upon themselves to avoid, uncover 
and prosecute predators. 

Missouri Baptist Ieader fired in closed meeting 
Jefferson City, Mo.- David Clip­

pard, embattled executive director 
of the Missouri Baptist Convention, 
was fired April 10 by the conven­
tion's Executive Board. 

Following the second closed-door 
meeting about Clippard's leadership 
within six months, Executive Board 
members voted 44-7 to terminate 
him immedia.tely, according to the 
convention's attorney. 

"This was obviously a very pain­
ful process," said Bruce McCoy, the 
investigative committee's chairman. 
"I think the vote will speal< the vol-
ume ofthe rest ofthe details." · 

David Tolliver, a member of the 
convention's executive staff, was 
named interim executive director. 

Although Clippard was hired· in 
2002 by conservatives who cöntrol 
the Missouri Baptist Convention and 
its Executive Board, several decisions 
in recent years indicated he was out 
of step with the majority of those 
Ieaders. In an emotional, closed­
door showdown last September be­
tween Clippard and Baptist power­
broker Roger Moran, board mem­
bers reportedly argued over Clip­
pard's leadership but took no vote. 

Clippard drew criticism for set­
tling a harassment lawsuit filed 
against him by former convention 
controller Carol Kaylor. He later op­
posed the Executive Board's decisioh 
to contribute $100,000 to a political 
coalition against embryonie stem 
cell research and $200,000 to Mid­
western Baptist Theological Semi­
nary, a Southern Baptist school in 
Kansas City. 

The executive director also drew 
criticism in 2004 for firing Bob Bay­
singer, managing editor of the con­
vention's state Baptist paper, after 
the paper revealed details of a secret 
contingency contract to sell the Bap­
tist Building property to Cole Coun­
ty for the site of a new justice center. 
The deal fell through when county 
voters turned down a proposed tax 
increase to fund the project. 

Clippard was associate executive 
director of the Baptist General Con­
vention of Oldahoma when he was 
hired by the Missouri board to re­
place Jim Hili, who resigned in pro­
test of actions taken by the Execu­
tive Board. 
· Because the investigative com: 
mittee's report included some le-

gally sensitive matters, the board 
appointed MBC legal counsel Mi­
chael Whitehead as spokesman for 
theMBC. 

The investigative committee "pre­
sented its report, making a finding 
of Iack of confidence in the contin­
ued leadership of David Clippard 
as executive director" and recom­
mended "the terminafion ofhis em­
ployment, effective immediately," 
Whitehead said. 

The board approved severance 
pay equal to about four months of 
salary and benefits. However, discus­
sion about the severance and other 
transition details are still in prog­
ress, Whitehead added. 

Whitehead also noted that Clip­
pard's termination didn't translate 
into a "rejection of David Clippard 
and his conviction to plant church­
es worldwide," noting that the same 
gifts and talents that attracted the 
board to Clippard in 2002 he still 
possesses. 
· "This is a hurtful time," White­

head told board members, "but not a 
funeral foraman and his ministry." 
Compiled from reporting by Associated 
Baptist Press and Baptist Press 

Southwestern seeks to dismiss lawsuit. 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
has filed a motion to dismiss the gender-dis­
crimination lawsuit flled by former profes­
sor Sheri Klouda. The motion, filed in feder­
al court April 9, argues that the suit should 
be dismissed because seminary officials' de­
cision to dismiss Klouda is protected by the 
First Amendment. "Any decision the semi­
nary may take regarding the employment of 
one ofits professors is an ecclesiastical deci­
sion, which this court is bound to accept out 
of deference for the free exercise of religion, 
protected by the First Amendment," the mo­
tion noted. It also refuted each of Klouda's 
claims ofbreach of contract, fraud and def­
amation. Klouda, who was hired in 2002 to 
teach Hebrew at the Fort Worth school, lost 
her job last year, allegedly because of her 
gender. 

Wade to retire as Texas Baptist executive. 
Charles Wade, executive director ofthe Bap­
tist General Convention ofTexas since 1999, 
has anriounced plans to retire effective Jan. 
31, 2008. During Wade's tenure, the BGCT 
went through its most thorough reorgani- . 
zation in more than a half century. Gover­
nance changes strearnlined decision-mak­
ing processes and vested more authority 
in the Executive Board, which was reduced 
from 230 to 90 members. In his retirement 
announcement, Wade made no mention of 
a scandal involving the mismanagement of 
BGCT church-starting funds in South Tex­
as. Independent investigators discovered 98 
percent of the 258 new churches reported 
by three church planters in the Rio Grande 
Valley between 1999 and 2005 no Ionger ex­
ist, and some never existed- except on pa­
per. Those churches bad received more than 

$1.3 million from the BGCT. Wade pledged 
to "clean up the mess," and a special over­
sight group reported significant progress to 
the BGCT Executive Board in February. 

Professor accused of investment fraud. 
An economics professor at a South Caro­
lina Baptist university was charged with 
fraud April 5, after federal authorities dis­
covered $134 millfon missing from invest­
ment funds he managed. Charleston Soutb­
ern University economics professor Albert 
Parish has since claimed amnesia and re­
portedly checked into a nearby hospital. He 
and two of bis investment companies face 
five counts of civil fraud filed by the feder­
al Securities .and Exchange Commission. 
Charleston Southern trustees reportedly 
had invested more than $10 million with 
one ofParish's firms. 
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College students 
serve in Cleveland 
PowerPlant effort 

Cleveland (BP)-While many 
other students swarmed u.s.· 
beaches, 120 collegians ven­
tured to Cleveland, Ohio, for 
the Southern Baptist North 
American Mission Board's first­
ever PowerPlant project for col­
lege students. 

PowerPlant volunteers from 
Kentucky, Florida, Massachu­
setts, Mississippi and Tennessee 
paid their way to eleveland to 
conduct surveys, make door-to­
door outreach visits and do ser­
vant evangelism. 

PowerPlant is a NAMB min­
istry designed to engage high 
school, middle school and now 
college students in church 
planting and evangelism. Pa:r:­
ticipants learn basic principles 
and skills each morning, then 
put them into action through 
ministry team activities. 

PowerPlant partuered with 
Cleveland Hope, one of NAMB's 
Strategie Focus Cities initia­
tives, with a church-launch­
ing network that supports 19 
church plants. 

Jonathan Wilson, NAMB's 
student volunteer mobilization 
associate, said Cleveland's di­
verse population provided an 
international flavor for mis­
sions without having to leave 
the U.S. 

Participants stayed at a down­
town hotel and then fanned out 
across the city to work with sev­
en church plants. 

A number of students grap­
pled with northeast Ohio's spir­
itual climate, realizing how 
much more challenging it is 
compared to their home turf, 
Wilson said. 

"While out surveying, many 
doors remained closed. and 
people were found to be unre­
ceptive," he said. "Still, some 
learned that passing out doggie 

· treats to Clevelanders with dogs 
opened up conversations that 
easily led to why the students 
were showing the community 
theycare." 

Sarah Edwards, the project's 
local ministry coordinator, said . 
the teams saw God use them 
during the week. 

"The seeds the students 
were planting during ministry 
time, the lmowledge imparted 
during teaching sessions and 
the divine appointments that 
were encountered encouraged 
the students and blessed the 
church planters and their min­
istries," she said. 

"We in Cleveland were 
blessed by these students and 
are excited to see what kind of 
long-term impact this week will 
have. Hopefully, the seeds plant­
ed in each student will make 
them blossom into mission­
minded individuals, even fu­
ture church planters." 

This summer, 15 more Pow­
erPlant projects are scheduled 
across North America. For more 
information, visit www.power­
plant.net. 
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KBC's firstAdult Changersteam renovales Baptist camp 
By Erin Roach 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Winchester-A group of 32 adults 
from seven Kentucky Baptist church­
es completed extensive renovations 
at Boone's Creek Baptist Camp near 
Winchester in just three days as the 
first-ever adult Kentucky Changers 
project in the state. 

Sponsored by the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention, the project was 
held from Thursday evening to Sun­
day afternoon, March 22-25. The vol­
unteers completed renovations start­
ed by a group of students the previ­
ous week during a collegiate Ken­
tucky Changers project. 

"The volunteers were amazing," 
noted ·camp manager Becky Duvall 
Abney. "They were here because they 
wanted tobe, and they did so much 
work. It's going to affect so many 
children and families because the 
camp is here to provide a safe place 
for families to come and hear about 
the Lord Jesus Christ." 

Project aids camp's ministry 
The 80-acre camp was started 

in 1954 and is supported by the 37 
churches of Boone's Creek Baptist 
Association. Abney said the facili­
ties are used year-round for camps, 
basketball programs, roller skating 
parties, retreats, lock-ins and other 
forms of community outreach. 

RENOVATION Steve Kibbons of Living 
Faith Baptist Church in Hartford works 
an a renovation project at Boone's Creek 
Baptist Camp during the KBC's first-ever 
adult Kentucky Changers project. 

Volunteers from churches in Lou­
isville, Richmond, Russellville and 
other areas of the state saved the 
camp thousands of dollars in repair 
costs by providing free Iabor and us­
ing materials donated by the associ­
ation's churches. 

"We put in new fixtures-new 
shower heads, new commodes, 
sinks, vanities, countertops-and 
painted the whole bathrooms," said 
Peggy Murphy, a ministry assistant 
for the KBC Baptist Men on Mission 
department and one of the volun­
teers. "We built a new front porch on 
the main building at the camp. We 
toreout both the boys' and the girls' 

showers in the building and made 
new partitions for .the showers. 

"In the chapel, they didn't have 
an outside exit for the upstairs. We 
knocked out an opening and made 
a door," Murphy said. "We built a 
deck coming out from the second 
story, another deck about halfway 
down and a third deck from the bot­
tom story. We cleared out probably 
300 feet of brush for a pienie area 
araund the Iake, and the electricians 
rewired halfthe building." 

Abney cited the renovated bath­
rooms and the emergency exit from 
the chapel as two of the most signif­
icant improvements. The bathrooms 
had been in need of renovation for 
several years, she said, and building 
codes had kept her from using the 
upstairs portion ofthe chapel. 

Heating the gym in the winter 
months had been a challenge, so vol­
unteers installed heaters that will 
keep children and spectators warm 
for the children's basketball pro­
gram hosted by the camp, Abney 
said. This year they've had 35 kids 
and their families in the gym on 
Thursday nights for practice and Sat­
urday mornings for games. 

Each evening, the group ofvolun­
teers had a worship time at Corinth 
Baptist Church next to the camp. 
Two ofthe volunteers led music, and 
KBC youth strategist Joe Ball deliv-

Ashland church reaches out to inmates, families 
By Lee Ward 
The Ashland Independent 

Ashland-Ava Marie Hall is a kind 
of local celebrity-she's well known 
in the drug community as an ad­
dict. 

Hall, 45, ofRussell was an N drug 
user for decades, shooting up any 
drug she could score-heroin, crack, 
oxycodone. 

"I was pregnant at 13 and they 
took away my baby," she said. "I pros­
tituted myself for food. I've lived in 
a cardboard box. I've been in car 
wrecks and I've been beaten. I lived 
in my car for three months." 

TI1at life of drug abuse also led to 
prison time. 'Tve been in and out of 
jail for years," Hall said. 

Her last conviction led to her sal­
vation. Afterbeingout ofjail for just 
two weeks, she was arrested again 
in June 2005 and sentenced to 14 
months injail for traf:ficking LSD. 

"I was very rebellious," she said 
of her time in jail. "I had no respect 
for authority and was always stirring 
up stuff." 

In September 2005, she was saved, 
she said, because this time, she was 
ministered to by the jail ministry 
from Fairview Baptist Church. 

"They brought in a horse trough 
to baptize mein," she said. 

The church's 3-year-oldjail minis­
try program has had much success. 
Pastor Mike Rice said the church 
has groups that visit with men and 
women in the Boyd County Deten­
tion Center as well as the federal 
prison. For some services ·and pro­
grams, there's a Spanish interpret­
er. Rice said more than 60 people 
have been baptized as a result of 
theirwork. 

There's also the Celebrate Recov­
ery program that is a crucial exten­
sion of the jail ministry program. 
It's not jrisf for those who have been 

in jail-'it's for anyone who has a 
"hurt, habit or hang-up," which is 
just about everyone, says Richard 
"Butch" Kiger, senior associate pas­
tor at Fairview Baptist and pastor 
of Celebrate Recovery. The program 
is a good follow-up to jail ministry; 
many former inmates have prob­
lems that led to their jail time that 
are addressed in Celebrate Recovery. 

"We're not there to fix them, 
but we're there to Iisten to them 
and support them as they're going 
through the dark valleys of their 
life," Kiger said. 

The evening begins with dinner 
together. Then, those participat­
ing adjourn to the sanctuary for a 
praise and worship program. Next, 
they divide into smaller groups for 
a more intimate support group set­
ting in which each participant has 
the chance to talk about his or her 
issues, whether they're recovering 
alcoholics or drug addicts or their 
problems are codependence or eat­
ing disorders. Between 40 and 50 
people attend on a typical Thurs­
daynight. 

"We have a Iot of family members 
of drug addicts who are looking for 
support," Kiger said. 

The program is based on the con­
cepts of "A Purpose Driven Life" by 
Rick Warren and mal<es use of the 
12-step program with the addition of 
Scriptures that relate to each step. 

The need in Ashland made itself 
known through concerns of mem­
bers of the congregation. 

"There were people who were 
aware of people in the community 
who were addicted to drugs," Rice 
said. "There were people who knew 
people who were incarcerated." 

Kiger said nearly everyone who 
is involved with Celebrate Recovery 
is recovering fr9I!l something. Kiger 
said his "hang-up" was an eating dis-

order. He underwent gastric bypass 
surgery and has lost more than 200 
pounds. 

"The people here encourage me 
to keep on my program," he said, "to 
keep my eyes on my goals." 

Much has changed for Hall since 
she joined the church. "I have never 
feit more joy and peace," she said. 
"This is a great life." 

She said she enjoys going to 
church and participating in Cele­
brate Recovery, which have been 
sources of strength. 

"I Iook fonvard to being with pos­
itive people who Iift you up and give 
you so much support," Hall said. 

Her husband, who remains in 
the Greenup County Detention Cen­
ter on drug charges, also joined a 
church. 

"The day after I was baptized I got 
an envelope in the mail and it had 
pictures of him getting baptized," 
she said. "I didn't lmow he got saved 
and he didn't know I got saved, but 
we both did within a week on each 
other." 

Hall said attending the Celebrate 
Recovery program following her re­
lease from prison has helped her in 
many ways. For one, she is learning 
about the origins ofher problems. 

"Drug use stems from the past, 
some trauma in your upbringing," 
she said, adding she was repeatedly 
abused as a child. "Drug use was a 
way to deal with the trauma ofthat 
abuse." 

Hall is proud that she's living in­
dependently now, clean and sober, 
and is even able to help others find 
the Iifestyle she has found. 

"I want to help educate people 
about what their life can be," she 
said. "There is a way to pick up the 
pieces." 
Reprinted with permjssion of the Ashland 
Independent · 

ered a message. 
Murphy said the KBC has been 

exploring ways to involve more vol­
unteers in missions throughout the 
state, and adult Kentucky Changers 
may prove to be an effective way to 
accommodate work schedules. 

"By having it from Thursday 
night to Sunday, it didn't take in ev­
erybody's work week," Murphy said. 
"It's a chance to do missions for the 
working dass." 

Volunteers live out faith 
Kentucky Changers provides a 

weeklong missions experience for 
teenagers, college students and 
adults. Participants have the oppor­
tunity to live out their faith while 
completing light construction work 
for low-income families or other 
projects. Since the program's incep­
tion in 1994, thousands of volun­
teers have participated. 

Feedback from the firstadult Ken­
tucky Changers project has been pos­
itive, Murphy noted. 

"All we· did was announce we 
were going to have adult Kentucl<y 
Changers, and we ended up hav­
ing a plumber, an electrician and a 
carpenter," Murphy said. "We had 
about one-third skilled people" as 
weil as several volunteers who "had 
never been on a mission trip in their 
life." 

Bill Jaggers, former KBC 
president, dies at age 75 

Louisville-William Jaggers, former evangelism direc­
tor and past president of the Kentucky Baptist Convention, 
died April6. He was 75. 

Jaggers served as KBC president in 1981-82. He joined the 
KBC Mission Board staff in 1984 as direct missions associ­
ate, responsible for church planting and language missions 
fortheKBC. 

In 1988, Jaggers was named the KBC's director of evan­
gelism. In that roJe, he provided leadership for statewide 
evangelism outreach and training events until his retire­
ment in 1997. 

During his 1982 KBC presidential address, Jaggers high­
lighted the ministry priorities of commitment to Christ, co­
hesive Iove, compassion for souls, the command to be holy 
and consistency in Kingdom work. 

"Christ should have the priority in our churches, in our 
pulpits, in our singing. in our preaching, in our witness­
ing, in our theology andin our denaminational work," he 
declared. 

Prior to his work at the KBC, Jaggers was pastor of sev­
eral Kentucky Baptist churches, including Rowletts Baptist 
Church, First Baptist Church of Jackson, lrene Cole Memo­
rial Baptist Church in Prestonsburg and Cynthiana Baptist 
Church. He also served several years as the chaplain for the 
Floyd County Rescue Squad. 

Jaggers' son, Len, recalled that his father "was weil 
known and loved in the communities where he served. He 
established and fastered the growth of countless Baptist 
churches throughout Kentucky and beyond." 

Len Jaggers added that his father "was a man who spoke 
the truth in Iove and was able to speak to people of all walks 
oflife with confidence and compassion." 

Jaggers served in a number of leadership positions, in­
cluding four terms on the KBC Executive Board. He also 
served on the board of trustees of the Magaffin Baptist In­
stitute and Clear Creek Baptist Bible College, as weil as the 
board of directors for the Western Recorder. 

Jaggers was a graduate ofGeorgetown College and Soutb­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary. He received an honorary 
doctorate from Cumberland Unive.rsity. 

He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Dodie Jaggers, five 
children and nine grandchildren. 

His funeral service was held April 10 at Westport Road 
Baptist Church in Louisville. Memorialgifts may be made to 
the University ofthe Cumberlands. 
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What language does God speak? 
By Erich Bridges 

Richmond, Va. (BP)-Itwas no sin to 
be uneducated in the red-dirt coun­
tryside my Georgia kin farmed gen­

high schoollevel continues to limp 
along. Of the students who pursue 
any foreign language at all, more 
than · 90 percent choose Spanish, 

erations ago. 
Many rural folks 

worked too long and 
FIRST PERSON 

French or German. Rel­
atively few achieve real 
fluency. Non-Western 

hard in those days to get very far in 
school, assuming there was a school 
to attend. lf, however, you got the 
precious opportunity to learn and 
you let it pass by ... well, that was 
considered just ignorant in those 
parts. 

That's about where Arnericans 
stand today when it comes to the 
study of languages other than Eng­
lish: willfully ignorant. It's hurting 
our future-and our participation 
in spreading the gospel around the 
world. 

In a recent column, I quoted a 
Timemagazinestory about the skills 
students need in a globalized world. 
"Kids areglobal citizens now, even in 
small-town Arnerica, and they must 
learn to act that way," Time report­
ed. "Mike Eskew, CEO of UPS, talks 
about needing workers who are 
'global-trade literate, sensitive to for­
eign cultures, conversant in differ­
ent languages'-not exactly strong 
points in the U.S., where fewer than 
half of high school students are en­
rolled in a foreign language dass." 

Well-documented benefits 
The personal and social benefits 

of learning to speak another lan­
guage are well-documented: better 
overall acadernic scores, better ca­
reer prospects, increased cross-<:ul­
tural understanding. greater poten­
tial to contribute to an interdepen­
dentworld. 

After the Sept. 11 attacks, Strate­
gie analysts talked about how impor­
tant it was for Arnericans to study 
foreign languages to strengthen na­
tional security and represent U.S. in­
terests abroad more effectively. Col­
lege-level language studies spiked­
at least for a while. 

But foreign language study at the 

languages? Many schools don't even 
offer them. 

We're not alone in our linguis­
tic isolationism. Two years ago, the 
British government dropped its re­
quirement that p·ublic school stu­
dents ages 14-16 study at least one 
foreign language. "Of course, the 
numbers (studying a language) went 
into a free-fall." reported The Econ­
omist magazine in an editorial on 
the sorry state of language skills in 
England. 

The writer sarcastically added: 
"Brainy Britons may master several 
tongues; the others will continue 
to converse with mankind in God's 
own language. English." 

We know God speaks other lan­
guages, of course. But if we don't 
bother to learn some of them, how 
serious are we about c6rnrnunicat­
ing His saving love to all nations? 

True, English still dominates 
international communication in 
many fields-science and technolo­
gy, transportation and trade, popu­
lar culture. Besides hundreds ofmil­
lions of native English speakers, an 
estimated 1.5 billion people speak it 
as a second language. It continues 
to spin off fresh dialects across the 
globe as new English speakers mix 
in words and idioms from their na­
tive tongues. 

However, the status of English 
as a "globallanguage" may be peak­
ing, predicted British Iinguist David 
Graddol in a major study on the fu­
ture of language, published in the 
journal Science in 2004. 

Most global population growth is 
occurring in Asia and Africa. In the 
mid-20th century, nine of every 100 
people in the world grew up speak­
ing English as a first language. That 
number is expected to fall to five in 

Bill Jaggers remernbered as pastor-missionary 
Kentucky Baptists lost an out­

standing pastor-missionary with the 
passing ofWilliam Deller "Bill" Jag­
gers on April 6. Bill and I 
knew each other from our 
early years in Eastern Ken­
tucky and serving together 
on Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention boards and com­
mittees. 

Bill to remote areas on Christrnas 
Eve to make deliveries. 

Bill's philosophy was that minis­
try begins and ends with 
caring. Dell noted that peo­
ple wahted to hear Bill's -
sermons b.ecause they 
lmew he loved them. 

Bill served in Bast­
ern Kentucky as a pastor­
missionary at First Bap­
tist Church of Jackson for 
five years and then for 15 
years at Irene Cole Baptist 

Bill Mackey 

Monty Carter, a former 
associate, wrote before 
Bill's death, "Bill is a pre­
cious man of faith , and 
a faithful servant of God 
who never put himself, or 
his interests above sharing 
the gospel. ... I served un­

Church (now First Baptist Church) 
in Prestonsburg. Mission opportuni­
ties were abundant. 

In Prestonsburg. there were six 
mission churches and Bill often 
preached three times on Sunday. 
Three of these missions became 
churches, including Lancer and 
Fitzpatrick 

There were so many needs and 
opportunities for missionary work 
Bill was chaplain for the local res­
cue squad and chair of the Christ­
mas basket and toy distribution. His 
son, Dell, remembers traveling with 

der a director who was a godly man 
who has introduced more people 
to Christ than anyone I personally 
know. His sense of humor and love 
for the church are unequaled." 

Bill did not seek the limelight 
but was willing to serve either be­
bind the scenes or publicly as need­
ed. Such was the case when he was 
elected to serve as president of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention in No­
vember 1981, and it became his re­
sponsibility to appoint the search 
committee for a new executive di­
rector. Bill felt Kentucky needed a 

100 in 2050. By then, English, Span­
ish. Hindi/Urdu (majpr languages 
of India and South Asia) and Ara­
bic will claim about the same num­
ber of native speakers-roughly 500 
million each, according to Graddol's 
study. Mandarin Chinese. by far the 
most-spoken native language today, 
will continue to be the global Iead­
er with more than 1.3 billion native 
speakers. 

More and more people will find 
it essential to speak severallanguag­
es in order to participate in the glob­
al economy and communicate with 
others in their own countries and 
beyond. 

"Native English speakers-par­
ticularly monolingual ones-have 
been too complacent about the sta­
tus of their language and the lack 
of need to learn other languages," 
Graddol said. 

Direct impact on missions. 
What does this mean for mis­

sion-minded Arnericans? It's high 
time many more of us committed 
ourselves to learning the "heart lan­
guages" most of the world's people 
use when they speak, listen, think 
and learn. That challenge applies 
not only to international mission­
aries, but to you and me. Ifwe mal<e · 
the effort. God will open the minds 
and hearts of irnrnigrants next door 
and lost peoples across the world to 
us as we share the good news of Je­
sus. 

I'm ashamed to admit that after 
many years of international travel 
and trying to understand the world, 
I have yet to learn a second language 
with any degree of fl.uency. lf they 
were still around, my rural Georgia 
kinfolks would call that ignorant. 

But it's not too late forme, I hope. 
And if I have anything to do with it, 
my children and their children will 
speak at least two languages fl.uent­
ly. I urge you to set the sarne goal for 
yourself and your family. 

In today's borderless world, it's 
basic training for life and ministry. 
Erich Bridges is senior writer with the Southern 
Baptist International Mission Board 

strong niissions emphasis and lat­
er the committee was led · to Bill 
Marshall who had served with the 
Souillern Baptist International Mis­
sion Board. 

Because ot:his vision for missions 
and for starting new churches, Bill 
was willing to leave Cynthiana Bap­
tist Church in 1984 to join the KBC 
staff as an associate for new work in 
what was then the Direct Missions 
Departrnent. Under his leadership. 
hundreds of churches were started. 

Even after Bill became the KBC's 
evangelism director in 1988, he con­
tinued his involvement with a new 
church right on into retirement. 

It was a high privilege for me to 
hear Bill's last sermon at Buckner 
Baptist Church. It was an awesome 
message calling people to Christ and 
believers to renewed commitrnent. 

Bill knew that all of his service 
was made possible by God's grace. 
The best way to say thanks to God 
for such godly mentors and faith­
ful servants is to become more god­
ly individuals ourselves and live out 
our lives in faith and service for our 
Lord. 

Bill Mackey is executive director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 
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Balancing stock 
sale & charitable 
gift can cut taxes 
By Laurie Valentine 

As stock values have re­
bounded in re­
cent months. 
you may have 
discovered you 
have too many 
eggs in one bas­
ket-one stock 
holding has 

grown to be too large a share of 
your overall portfolio. 

As a result, you may be con­
sidering how to better diver-

. sity your assets . However, the 
thought ofthe capital gains tax­
es you will have to pay ifyou sell 
that stock may be darnping your 
resolve to keep your portfolio 

· well diversified. 
lf you find yourself in such 

a position, a "balanced sale" 
might be the ideal vehicle to 
achieve your desire to diversifY 
without incurring capital gains 
taxes. Through a balanced sale, 
you make a charitable gift of 
enough shares of the appreciat­
ed stock to generate the neces­
sary tax savings to offset capital 
gains tax due on the sale of the 
remaining shares. 

Here's an exarnple: Richard 
Jarnes owns stocl< with a cur­
rent market value of $15,000. 
He paid $5,000 for the stock 
10 years ago. Jarnes thinks the 
stock has reached its peak val­
ue and it represents too large a 
portion of his investrnent port­
folio. He wants to sell the stock, 
but doesn't want to pay $1,500 
of capital gains taxes . 

James also has been consid­
ering how he might make a gift 
of $6,500 to his church's build­
ing campaign. He is in the 15 
percent income tax bracl<et and 
hopes a gift to the campaign 
can provide some tax savings. 

A balanced sale can accom­
plish both of his objectives-di­
versification and tax savings. lf 
he gives his church $6,500 of 
the stock and sells the remain­
ing $8,500, the $900 of capital 
gains tax he will incur on the 
sale will be offset by the $975 
of income tax savings from the 
charitable gift. His tax liability 
on the sale portion of the trans­
action is "balanced" by the tax 
benefit from the charitable gift 
portion. 

A balanced sale also can in­
volve the sale of one asset and 
a gift of another-a gift of stock 
and the sale of a bond; a gift of . 
real estate and a sale of stock. 
The key is to "balance" your cap­
ital gains tax liability against 
the tax savings of making the 
charitable gift. 

You can tal<e advantage of 
the incentives provided by our 
tax laws and make a signifi­
cant gift to one or more charita­
ble causes that are important to 
you with a balanced sale. 

Laurie Valentine is trust counsel for the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation 
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Watch out for 'red flags' to_ 
evaluate dating relationships 
Q: I would like to be married. My friends tell me to 
watch out for "red flags" as I go out with people. What 
would ~e some reaso~s to stop dating someone? 

Dr. Neil Clark Warre\p., in his book, "How to Know IfSome­
one Is Worth Pursuing in Two Dates or Less," lists several 

SINGLES 
"red 'flags" that do not portend a positive 

I . 
futurje and where datmg should end as 
earlyias possible. 

Emotional health is pecessary to have a successful mar­
riage. Things to look ou~ for: 

• Significant commuhication problems. IJ J ( J .. 1 

Inability to make eye cbntact, control an- \ • 
ger, talkor Iisten; talking too much; never 
askiqg about you. 

• Neuroses. Be careful of someone filled 
with anxieties and fears. 

• Character disorders. If you see exam­
ples of cheating or extreme self-centeredness in the courting 
relationship, be assured that it will be worse in marriage. 

•Addictions. A romantic relationship'is no substitute for ' 
a rigorous 12-step program ofrecovery. 

lbe :'veto factor" is your ability to be in touch with your 
own deepest values and that which you will not permit in 
a lifelong partner. A veto early in the process will prevent 
much pain and lost time. 

Severe differences. While "variety is the spiee of life," 
if the person is too different from you there will be severe 
strain at some point in the relationship. Similarities are de­
posits in the emotional bank account; severe differences are 
deficits. 

Do your research. Date with your eyes and ears open. 
Touch base with your deepest values. Walk in the Spirit as 
you walk through the maze of dating and you will be less 
likely to go down a road filled with regrets.-James Stillweil 

Q: Our church is looking for some apportunilies for our 
couples groups. Are there any marriage workshops 
coming up soon? 

Yes : there e.re several opportunities in the Kentucky . 
area. Many of the events are posted on MERCY's Web page: 

marriageeducationandresource 
MAHRlAGE centerky.com. · 

Additional sources to check are lo­
cal churches in your community as weil as the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention. MERCY hosts donation-based marriage 
seminars monthly. 

April 28, 9:~0 to 11 a.m. For Women Only: "What You 
Need to Know about the Inner Lives ofMen." 

May 26, 9:30 to 11 a.m. For Women Only: "Marriage and 
Menopause." . 

june 22-23, "How to Avoid Marrying a Jerk(ette)." Pen­
ny Hudson is certified in this program and will be leading 
these sessions. 

july 28, 9:30 to 11 a.m. a.m. "Dealing with Those Angry 
Feelings in Marriage." 

August 25, 9:30-11:30 a.m. "The Trouble with Marriage: 
A Christian Perspective." 

Other opportunities in the state or nearby include: 
Marriage Encounter: Upcoming dates for the Louisville 

area are: June 1-3 and Oct. 12-14. For more information for 
the Louisville, Owensboro or Indianapolis areas, contact 

· Jacl< and Kathy Gotting at (502) 895-8997. 
Embrace Seminar with Mike and Amy Smalley. Crestwood 

Baptist Church in Crestwood will host the Smalleys May 11-
12. For more information, visit www.crestwoodbaptist.org 
or call Bill Ellis at (502) 241-8534. 

Song of Solomon Conference. Tommy Nelson's popular 
"Song ofSolomon" conference will be held at Trader's Point 
Christian Church in Indianapolis April 27-28. For more in­
formation, visit www.tpcc.org. 

Family Dynamics. Family Dynarilics offers a variety of 
seminars, such as "Dynamic Marriage," "Love, Sex and Mar­
riage," "A New Beginning" and "Dynamic Love". For more in­
formation, visit Web familydynamics.net.-Valerie Vincent · 
Family Forum writers are: 
Oavid Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist 

Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org. 
James Stil/weil, minister to singles at lmmanuel Baptist Churoh 

in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex.org. 
Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in 

Louisville. E-mail: dr. vincent@insightbb. com. 
Scott Wigginton, associate professor of pastoral ministries and 

counseling at Campbellsville University. E-mail: sewigginton 
@campbellsville. edu. 

Sendquestions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 
43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net. 
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Racism, abuse demand Christian response 
Most people undoubtedly have heard or read 

about radio talk show host Don Imus' outrageaus 
and offensive characteri~ation of the Rutgers Uni­
versitywomen's basketball team as ·'~nappy-headed 

hos"-and his subsequent firing by CBS. 
For' the blissfully unin~ormed, '~ho" is 

street slang for "whore." you can under­
stand why the Rutgers players and much 
ofthe nation are offended himus' racial­
ly and sexually charged pu~down. 

When I started writing: this editoi'ial 
last week, Imus hadn't been fired yet-but 
the public groundswell clamoring for his 
dismissalwas multiplying rapidly. 

Despite Imus' repeated apologies ac­
lmowledging that his comments were 
"thoughtless and stupid," it was much too 
little too late in the court ofpublic opinion. 

According to Bishop T.D. Jakes, a prominent Af­
rican-American megachurch pastor in-Dallas, "On 
behalf of decent moral people of all backgrounds, 
and specifically for women of color, we heard the 
so-called joke. But now the entire media adver­
tisers and industry executives should deliver the 
punch line." And they did. 

Of course, Imus isn't the only public figure to 
use such inappropriate language. Comedian Mi­
chael Richards of "Seinfeld" fame shocked the na­
tion last November with a tirade during a come­
dy club routine in which he repeatedly used the 
racially charged "N-word" to lash out at a pair of 
hecklers. Four months earlier, actorfdirector Mel 
Gibson captured headlines for an anti-Semitic out­
burst after he was pulled over for drunk driving. 

Degrading racial and sexual slurs also frequent­
ly are heard in rap and hip-hop lyrics as well as 
in popular movies and among so-called "shock 
jocks." 

As appalling as such coarse sexuallanguage is, 
even more troubling is the rash of sexual predators 
who act on their feelings and victimize innocent 
people around them. An ABC News "20/20" report 

last week zeroed in on "Preacher Predators," focus­
ing primarily on Southern Baptist ministers. 

Squthern Baptist Convention President Frank 
Page agreed to be interviewed for the program in 

an effort "to provide some kind ofbalance 
to a program which may well be over­
whelmingly negative." It was. 

In a commentary published in last 
week's Western Recorder, Page noted, "For 
years the press has complained that the 
hierarchy of the Catholic Church has en­
abled the hiding of sexual predators. Now, 
they are stating that the lack of our hier­
archy is helping hide sexual predators. 
The truth isthat people can abuse any sys­
tem." 

Even with that said, there is a grow­
ing call among Baptist bloggers and others for SBC 
leaders to explore establishing a database ofSouth­
ern Baptist ministers convicted of sexual harass­
ment and abuse. A proposed resolution by Texas 
Baptist pastor Benjamin Cole will call for South­
ern Baptist churches to "pursue every possible av­
enue in determining the moral character and ethi­
cal conduct of ministry candidates." 

What do Imus' "thoughtless and stupid" com­
ments have to do with Baptist ministers convicted 
of sexual abuse? Both are tragic symptoms of a so­
ciety that for far too long has Winked at sexual im­
morality and racism. 

"Even one instance of sexual.molestation is one 
too many," Page emphasized. The same is true of 
racial slurs. 

"Let us be people ofintegrity," Page urged. "Let 
us be men and women of the gospel who provide 
an atmosphere where trustwill not be abused." 

'The starting point is for individual believers to 
carefully guard our own thoughts, words and ac­
tions. Additionally, SBC messengers have a time­
ly opportunity this summer to take strong public 
stands against both sexual abuse and racism. Being 
people of integrity requires being people of action. 

Let's get out of the gambling business ringing off the wall since Katrina­
Cqlls reportedly are up by 40 percent. 
It is a little like Operating an emer­
gency room for a siclmess we are 
spreading. I guess this makes sense 
to somebody. 

By David Crosby 
New Orleans (BP)-I am in the gam­

bling business. I don't like it, and I 
want to stop. 

But I am. a citizen of Louisiana. 
My state is reaping a financial wind­
fall from Hurricanes Katrina and 

big rewards for gambling. Most of 
us, including the gamblers, lmow 
that the odds of attaining wealth 
through the state-sponsored lottery 
are miniscule. But the same people 
keep giving us their dough because 
they are chained to a pipe dream 

Rita. Some of the FEMA 
checks and insurance 
money that were given 

COMMENTARY 
that will not die. For 
some people, gambling 
is the only hope they 

to help our citizens recover are pour­
ing into the state treasury by way of 
our state-sponsored gambling busi­
ness. 

As a citizen of this state, I am 
prospering in some measure because 
200,000 of my fellow citizens have a 
serious problern with gambling. And 
I am profiting because the gambling 
addiction is even more pronounced 
in the wake ofthe storms. 

The fact that my state encourag­
es and sponsors this predatory busi­
ness makes me sad. I'd rather we 
paid for state government in some 
other way. State-sponsored gam­
bling is a regressive tax that funds 
government largely through the bro­
ken dreams and financial distress of 
our poorest citizens. 

Louisiana promotes the finan­
cial ruin of vulnerable individuals 
in times of crisis with alluring tele-

• vjsjop ,.a!lvert!S~IJ!.mts tp<Jt. promise 

see for restoring their fortunes af­
ter the storm. 

I know it is easy money for us. 
They form long lines at the conve­
nience stores every payday and give 
our state their hard-earned cash. 
Many of them do without life's ne­
cessities so they can answer our 
tease and take their long shot at the 
potofgold. 

For my part, I'd prefer they buy 
their medications and diapers and 
pay the rent. Surely that money so 
easily redirected into the state trea­
sury represents a tangible cost to our 
families and our society. Who picks 
up the tab when gambling addicts 
spend their wad on lottery tickets 
instead of groceries? When you're 
in the gambling business, as we are, 
you can 't just ignore that. 

I feel a little better about it all 
now that we have our gamblers' 
helpline. I understgnd their phone is 

Once you set up this business, it's 
hard to get rid of it. It's a Iot easier to 
start than to stop-sort of like gam­
bling itself. We have state employ­
ees now whose jobs depend on our 
gambling games. Everyone knows 
that the real winner in gambling is 
the house-and that means our state 
government. Even ifyou see the car­
nage, it's hard to stop. When the 
easy money starts pouring in, your 
conscience can justi:fY just about 
anything. 

The terrible hurricanes and their 
· aftermath have helped us change 
some fundamental mistakes in our 
governance, including the consoli­
dation of levee boards and Orleans 
Parish tax assessment. 

I think state-sponsored gambling 
is a fundamental mistake for our 
state. I cringe every time I hear our 
happy gambling songs. As a pastor, 
I see the ugly underside of this lie 
more than most. If we can't wean 
ourselves completely, could we at 
least stop the state-sponsored re­
cruitment program? 
David Crosby is pastor of First Baptist Church 
of New Orleans 
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Retirement contribution increases 
can reap benefits 
Will you get a pay raise this year? Remember, that as your income 
increases - your retirement contribution needs to increase too. Financial 
planners suggest a retirement contribution should equal at least 10% to 
15% ofyour salary. And the earlier you start making incremental increases 
to reach this goal, the more compounding will work for you. 

John makes $30,000 a year. He decides to increase his retirement 
contribution by 1% or $25 a month. lf he does this from age 30 unti165, 
how much more will he add to his retirement account? What if he 

his contribution 10, 20 or 30 
122-

30 $25 $53,909 

40 $25 $22,871 

50 I $25 $8,494 

60 I . . $25 $1,835 

This hypothetical illustration assumes continuous monthly investments until 
age 65 with a singlerate ofretum (8%) compounded over time. lt does not 
predict the future performance of any investment fund. 

Why not give yourself a raise? 
If you participate in one of GuideStone's retirement plans, conside.c joining 
GuideStone's 1% Club and raise the potential amount ofyour future retirement 
income. Every year you will receive a reminder about the benefits of increasing 
your reti.rement contributions. Sign up for the 1% Club by enrolling online at 
www. GuideStone. org/retirement/onepercent or calling 1-888-98-GUIDE 
(1-888-984-8433). 

~-~ ..,." 

GuideStone~ 
Firiancial Resburces 

Do weil. Do right. ·• 

ENDURING INSTITUTION • SOLUTIONS FOR YOUR CHALLENGES 
SUCCESSFUL TRACK RECORD • INVESTMENTS GUIDED BY VALUES 
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Church arsonists sentenced to 
prison, $3.1 million restitution 

Birmingham; Ala. (RNS)-Three for­
mer Birmingham college students 
are headed to federal prison after a 
judge ordered them April 9 to serve 
sentences ranging from seven to 
eight years for a series of rural Bap­
tist church fires last year. 

U.S. District Judge David Proctor 
sentenced Matthew Cloyd, 21, and 
Benjamin Moseley, 20, to eight-year 
prison terms for setting fire to nine 
churches in west Alabama. Russen 
DeBusk, 20, who confessed to set­
ting five fires, received a seven-year 
sentence. 

In addition, the judge ordered 
· combined restitution of $3.1 mil­
lion, with Cloyd and Moseley bear­
ing a greater share of responsibility 
for those payments than DeBusk. • 

The sentences came after an emo­
tional hearing in which pastors from 
burned churches spoke of forgive­
ness, defense lawyers urged leri.iency 
and the judge quoted Scriptures as­
suring the trio that good can come 

· from bad. 
"You.harmed a lot of people, but 

with God's grace you have ... oppor­
tunity to do good still," Proctor said. 

The first series of fires on Feb. 3, · 
2006, in which all three participat­
ed, damaged two churches and oe­
stroyed three. Cloyd and Moseley set 
a second batch of fires four days later 
that destroyed four churches. 

DeBusk said the three decided 
to break into a church and set fire 
to plastic flowers after not having 
much lud< spotlighting deer. He 
said the fires fed offeach other, and 
a "snowball effect" happened as they 
decided to set more fires. 

One by one, the three young men, 
wearing orange jail jumpsuits and 
leg irons, apologized and expressed 
regret for the harm and destruction 
caused during a night of drinking. 

DeBusk said the magnitude of 
the arson attacks hit him after he so­
bered up the next day and became 
physically ill. 
· 'Tm ready to accept the conse­
quences of my actions and move for­
ward, your honor," Cloyd said. 

Moseley said he knew he did 
wrong and was aware there would 
be repercussions. "I sincerely apolo­
gize for what I've done," he said. · 

They faced a minimum of sev­
en years in prison because two fire­
fighters were injured battling a fire 
at Ashby Baptist Church. 

The 10 rows of seats· in Birming­
ham's largest courtroom were filled 
with relatives of the three men and 
members ofthe burned churches. 

Walter Hawkins, pastor of Dans­
by Baptist Church, was among the 
pastors who urged justice tempered 
with mercy. 

"We love them," Hawkins said. 
"The Bible teaches us about forgive­
ness. Ifwe don't forgive, our Heaven­
ly Father will not forgive us for our 
trespasses ." • 

Proctor also ordered the three 
to undergo drinking and substance 
counseling while serving t11eir time, 
and to perform 300 hours of com­
munity service work at the church­
es once they are released. · 

Proctor said it was hard to un­
derstand why such promising stu­
dents would burn houses ofworship 
that mean so much to church mem­
bers. He praised the congregations 
for their acts of reconciliation and 
urged .the young men's parents not 
to feel responsible for their actions. 

"This isn't your fault," Proctor 
told the parents. "By all indications, 
you raised these boys weil and they 
lmew better." 

Theological 
Decision-Making 

Tfyou are involved in ministry, you 
.1_ ;ikely face Situations in which making 
the right decision is ditlicul t. lf you would 
Iike to gain more insight into how to make 
d.ecisions that are theologically grounded, 
this .course is for you. You will cxam ine the 
process of theolog-ical reflection as a tool 
for decision-making in your ministry con­
text. You will develop theological retlection 
skills for tlecision-making: in active min­
ist.ry and incnmse your understanding of 
your own theology . 

. The 4-week online course Theologicill 
Rellection is highly interactive and provieles 
opportunities for online dis<.:ussion with the 
facilitMor and other study panicip.ants. 
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. Recognition of givers 
True generosity isn't based 
on gaining public accolades 

I have not been a big proponent 
ofpublic recognition societies and 
groups related to one's Ievel of 
giving to support the missions of 

the size of the sacrifice. It's not the 
amount, but the proportion. The 
truth is no one is excluded from 
making a gift to our Lord worthy of 
His recognition. 

In 1 Timothy 6:17-19, the Apos­
tle Paul reminds us not to be arro­

I
chknaritabtlhe otrganizati?nsto -I 

ow a goes agams -~ ......... . 
gant nor to put our hope 
in wealth, which is so un­
certain, but to put our 
hope in God who richly 
provides everything for 
our enjoyment. He goes 
on to insist we be rich 
in good deeds, generous 
and willing to shareo For 
it is in that way we lay up 
eternal treasures for our­
selves, a firm foundation 
for the coming age so we 
can take hold of life that 

the conventional wisdom 
in the world of fund rais­
ing, and my wife and I 
have been recognized at 
times by various 

0 

chari­
ties for our giving even 
though we did not give to 
be recognized. 

My hesitance to pub­
lic recognition for giving 
is based primarily upon 
some biblical perspec­

Barry Allen 

tives and my experience as KBF 
president in assisting individuals 
and families in the 'realm of estate 
stewardship and legacy givingo 

Surely we want our giving to 
please our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. His is the only recognition 
we needo Remember the incident 
in Jesus' life recorded in Mark 12: 
41-44? In terms of the coins she 
used that day, the widow gave the 
smallest amounto However, Jesus 
recognized her as having made 
the most significant and worthy 
gift of all. 

To Jesus, the gift that counts 
is the gift that costso It's not the 
size of the gift that matters, but 

is truly lifeo 
Arrogance is the antithesis of 

humilityo We should consider the fi­
nancial resources God has entrust­
ed to us as a stewardship responsi­
bility because true riches consist of 
generosity toward others, and re­
gardless of any public recognitiono 

Barry Allen is president of the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 
PO Box 436389, Louisville, 
KY 40253; (866) 489-3533; 
wwwokybaptistfoundationoor(J 

Biblical Solutions for Life~ 

SMILE 
Kudzu 

'DE.b.Q PREt>.CHtl? I 
AM '1 ßO'KING 
O'K W~.b.\<'l 

For Heaven's Sake 

WGRI:. YoU RAISGD 
IN A HARD·SKI:.LL 
DE:NOMINATION, 
MR. HARDTIM~S? 

Bible Crosswords 
Across 
1 "Being justified freely by his 

grace through the __ that 
is in Christ Jesus" 
(Romans 3:24) 

9 "I will sift the house of Israel 
.. o like as corn is sifted in a 
_ " (Amos 9:9) 

10 Annoy 
11 "Jesus said .. o 'lf thou canst 

__ , all things are possible 
to him that believeth"' 
(Mark 9:23) 

14 "I __ no pleasant bread" 
(Daniel1 0:3) 

15 " __ the knot" 
0 

(get married) 
16 7, Romans numo 
18 "Man shall not __ by 

bread alone" (Matthew 4:4) 
19 Fervor 

0 

20 Delegate, abbro 
21 A swine 
22 Jacob 
26 Fifth Ietter of Hebrew 

alphabet 
27 Fruit of the Spirit 
28Undergraduate degree 
29 Southern state, abbr. 
30 James and John, to Zebedee 
31 One of two faithful spies sent 

to search Canaan 
34 A preposition, meaning to 

the same degree 
35 Biblical weed 
37 Weird 
39 What Boaz plucked off to 

signify redeeming Ruth 
41 Southern continent, abbr. 

Last week's solution 

© t 999 Barbour Pubfishing 
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Doug Marlette 
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42 Possessive pronoun 
43 One of four seasons 
44 Roman poet 
46 Support group for alcoholics, 

abbro 
47 Sect of Jews during time of 

Christ 

Down 
1 "For is as the sin of 

witchcraft" (1 Samuel15:23) 
2 The first woman 

. 3 "Lead us not into temptation; 
but __ us from evil" 
(Luke 11:4) 0 

4 Come tagether 
5 " __ of knowledge of good 

and evil" (Genesis 2:9) 
6 2, Romans numo 
7 Mount of 
8 Compass p9int 
9 " _ _ in awe, and sin not" 

(Psalm 4:4) 
12 Active of watehing 
13 "He said, 'I a.m the voice of 

. one crying in the __ ' " 
(John 1 :23) 

17 lts capital is Des Mo1nes, 
abbro 

~- --..-.. ~ .... ... 
"" "" ' ' • 

Mike Morgan 

" f/lf·i> 

Kenda Turner 

21 "And the __ of God, which 
passeth all understanding, 
shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus" 
(Philippians 4:7) 

23 An orderly way of getting 
thlngs done 

24 Stomach muscle, for short 
25 "And ye shall know the·truth, 

and the truth shall make you 
_ " (John 8:32) 

26 Exclama:tion of amusement 
27 One of two faithful spies sent 

to search Canaan • 
30 What disrespectful children 

do 
32 "Therefore shall a man 

his father and his 
mother, and shall cleave unto 
his wife" (Genesis 2:24) 

33 "And the Spirit and the 
__ say, 'Come' " 

0 (Revelation 22:17) 
36 Unusual 
38 Pronoun 
40 Suffixfora growth 
41 Internationalsignal of 

distress 
45° Opposite of out 

0 ' 

0! 
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U.S. Senate OKs stem cell bill, President Bush promises veto 
Washington (RNS)-Conservative 

· Christian groups joined President 
Bush in lamenting the U.S. Senate's 
passage of a bill April 11 that would 
use fed.eral tax dollars ~o support 
embryonie stem cell resea\rch. 

, Th~ bill, similar to one\that Bush 
v~toed last July, would eCI(Se restric~ 
tions on federal funding for re­
search on embryonie stem\cells that 
Bush approved in 2001. It nassed 63-
34 in the Senate, but Bush ~as prom­
ised to veto it when it contes to his 
desk. i 

"The bill crosses a moralline that 
I and many others find troubling," 
Bush said. 

Many religious and conservative 

groups oppose embryonie stem cell 
research because embryos must be 
destroyed to harvest the stem cells. 

Sen. Sam Brownback, R-Kan., 
summed up the conservative Chris­

. tian position on the bill: "The em­
bryo is not potenticil. human life," he 
said. "It is human life." 

Proponents ofthe bill, led by Sen. 
Tom Harkin, D-Iowa, argue that the 
embryos in question would be dis, 
carded in any event, and that they 
should be used to research treat­
ment and possible cure·s for condi­
tions such as Parkinson's disease, di­
abetes and spinal cord injuries. 

Pro-life advocates expressed dis­
may at the Senate action, which fol-

Disney announces plans to_ allow 
same-sex ceremunies at parks 

Orlando, Fla. (BP)-Walt Disney 
Parks & Resorts annoi.mced April 6 
it now will allow homosexual cou­
ples to exchange vows in its public 
wedding spots that previously were 
reserved for people with valid mar­
riage licenses.' 

"Bottom line, our business is all 
about hospitality," Donn Walker, a 
spokesman for Disney: told the Or­
lando Sentinel. "Our commitment 
at Disney is to welcome all guests 
in an inclusive environment and to 
make them feel respected. We think 
this is consistent with that long­
standing policy." 

Disney hosts about 1,500 wed­
dings each year, mostly through its 
Fairy Tale Wedding packages. 

With the $28,000 average cost of a 
Disneywedding,just one homosexu­
al ceremony a week would earn Dis­
ney another $1.5 million a year, Bob 

Witeck of a Washington-based pub­
lic relations firm catering to homo­
sexuals told the Sentinel. 

"I think for years, Disney has re­
flected the values of America," said 
Tony Perkins, president of the Fam­
ily Research Council. "Now, I think 
it could be argued they are trying 
to shape those values in a very rad­
ical way." 

Because gay marriage is not le­
gal in Florida or California, the ho­
mosexual events won't be marriage 
ceremonies but will be commitment 
ceremonies. 

Disney, which began offering 
partner bene:fits to employees in 
1996 and has allowed thousands of 
homosexual tourists to mark Gay 
Days at its the.me parks each spring, 
was the target of an eight-year boy­
cott by the Sou thern Baptist Conven­
tion that ended in 2005. 

Meet some of the .dass of 2007, part 4 

lowed 20 hours of debate over two 
days, but were grateful the vote fell 
short of a two-thirds majority. 

"I am disappointed that the 
vote was that close to two-thirds," 
said Rich.ard Land, president of the 
Southern Baptist pthics & Religious 
Liberty Commission, "but I am grati­
:fied that there is still not a veto-proof 
majority in the Un;ited States Senate 

· in favor of legisl<ition that would 
use federal tax money to destroy the 
lives of our tiniest human beings to 
seek potential treatments and eures 
for older and.bigger human beings." 

Tony Perkins, president of the 
Family Research Council, said in 
a written statement, "Rather than 

4i~ ~[~Y,Yay. 
Biblical Solutions Jor Life 
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Contact us today for friendly, helpful service 

defend human dignity, a maJon­
ty of senators approved legislation 
to force ta.Xpayers to fund research 
that requires the destruction of hu­
manlife." 

A second stem cell bill, promising 
alternative stem cell research meth­
dds, was also passed in the Senate 70.. 
28. That bill would allow funding on 
research of "naturally dead" embry­
os. The White House said it would 
support that bill. 

Neither the House nor the Sen­
ate is expected to have the two­
thirds majority necessary to over­
ride Bush's veto on Harkin's stem 
cell bill. 
With additional reporting by Baptist Press 
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Local student's senior essay is reminder 
of one of Oneida's ministry priorities 

When Oneida was founded 108 years ago, our 
ministry was primarily to boys and girls up and 
down the creeks and hollows within a mile or two 

I decided . to return to our public school for my 
freshman year of high school. After attending 
OBI, the public school wasn't the same to me .... I • 
had trouble adjusting ... and faced many personal 
problems. My grades dropped as well as my posi­
tive outlook on life. My parents and I decided that 

of our campus. There was no public education 
available to these children. It was too far to attend 
the county school 17 or more miles away, and the 
traditional one-room schools were not located in 
this part of our county at that time. The 
children who attended OBI walked or 
rode mules or horses to our campus ev­
ery day. Three or four children riding 
one mule or horse was a common sight. 
The weather conditions seemingly had 
little effect on attendance. Ifthe school 
was open, the children showed up. Ev­
ery winter I often think of those· boys 
and girls a hundred years ago making 

I should return to OBI. 
"Having been raised in this community I had 

many opportunities to learn about Oneida and 
see the school. The tall fence with the barbwire 

was quite frightening. Not to mention 
the local residents told me it was a 
school primarily for troubled and aban­
doned kids. 

"My first day at OBI was different. I'm 
from a small, white community. The di­
versity of the students was a new aspect 
for me. It's my favorite part of Oneida 
to meet new people from different eth­
nic backgtounds, different places and 

their way to campus. They were very ea­ W.F. Underwood cultures. 
ger to learn. Those children grew up in . 
homes that stressed the value and importance of 
an education. Most of their parents did not have 
the opportunity to go to school and they wanted 
their children to get the education that had not 
been available to them. 

The following "My Oneida Experience" essay 
is from one of our local students. I thought you 
would enjoy hearing from a day student. In an ef­
fort to meet the needs of our local students and 
remembering that they are one of our primary 
reasons for being here, for the past 30 years we 
have not charged them any fees-no tuition, no 
book fees, nothing! Here is part of an essay writ­
ten by one of our local girls. 

"I went to the local public school system dur­
ing my elementary years. In middle school I en­
rolled at OBI. I attended OBI for two years when 

"The students and staff are some of 
the greatest people I have ever met. Staff and stu­
dents alike have influenced me .... The daily cha­
pel Services have had the most effect On my life. 
As a young Christian, it helps to listen to God's 
words daily. Ii: keeps me close to God's word. Also, 
it gives me a chance to listen to the 'staffs testimo­
ny and guidance. 

"Through many ways: OBI has helped me. 
The diversity of the school introduced me to the 
fact that the world is much larger than the town 
of Oneida. I've had the opportunity to take ad­
vanced placement classes. And, I've met some of 
the greatest people I will ever know. Oneida has 
definitely been the place fm: me." 
WF Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida 
school. arg; e-mail: president@oneidaschool. arg 
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April is National .ChildAbuse 
Prevention Month 

Find out how you can help. 
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Land's book critiques both sides 
of nation's God & country debate 

Nashville-"God may very well 
have more to do with America 
than liberals may think, and less 
than conservatives assume," Rich­
ard Land declares in his new book, 

ten, you generate a lot ofheat, but 
very little light." 

At the extremes of the debate, 
Land adds, are those who assume 
that America is God's chosen na­

"The Divided States of 
America? What über­
als and Conservatives 
Are Missing in the God­
and~ountry Shouting 
Match!" 

pJ ,, ~ 

"~·, ·~ '\.3) 

tion and those who wish 
to purifY the public 
square of any reference 
to God. Both positions 
are fraught with danger, 
he cautions. 

······-~~-

Land, the outspoken 
president of the Soutb­
ern Baptist Ethics & Re­
ligious Liberty Commis­
sion, dares to critique 
his own "side" as weil as 
those who disagree with him on 
the role God has played in Amer­
ica's past and the role God should 
play in the nation's future. He 
describes "The Divided States of 
America"? as "an equal opportu­
nity offender" with a critique of 
all sides in the nation's societal 
tug-of-war. 

In what he describes as the 
"God-and-country shouting 
match," Land explores the heated 
debate between conservative and 
liberal Christians as weil as those 
hostile to religious faith. 

"The country needs a new way 
to think about this question," 
Land suggests. "When neither side 
is interested in listening to the 
other, but each side responds by 
shouting so loudly that their op­
ponents either can't or won't lis-

The Divided States 
of America?, which in­
cludes a foreward by 
Sen. Joseph Lieberman, 
tackles questions like­
ly to be reignited with 

the launch of the 2008 presiden­
tial race: 

• "How should we address the 
concept of separation of church 
and state?" 

• "How has religion infl.uenced 
this country's past, and why does 
it matter now?" 

• "Does the U.S. have a special 
role to play in the world, and how 
have U.S. presidents answered this 
question?" 

• "In a pluralistic society, how 
do we strike the right balance in 
the role of religion in American 
public life?" 

"I believe it is possible and nec­
essary for Americans of faith to 
'practice belief in God while si­
multaneously practicing a rig­
orous separation of church and 
state,"' Land notes. 

... altheNEXT LEVEL 
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with Richard Blackaby 

May 1, 2007 
@ Broadway Baptist Church 

in Lexington, KY 
10 AM-3 PM 

$20 which includes a book, materials, and lunch. 

For additional information, 
please call (502) 489-3335 or toll-free (866) 489-3335 

or email Jenny.Byrd@kybaptist.org 

Register on-line at: 
www.kybaptist.org/nextlevel 

Sponsored by Church Development Team, 
French B. Harmon, Team Leader 
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Amazing Grace: William Wilberforce 
and the Heroie Campaign to End 
Slavery. Eric Metaxas. Harper San 
Francisco, 2006. 277 pages. $21.95. ••••• • 

You probably have seen the mov-
ie trailers for "Arnazing Grace," star­

volvements of such people as Jerry 
Falwell, Pat Robertson and James 
Dobson hardly resemble the das­
sie evangelical populism of the 19th 
century. During that period, evangel­
ical Christians were the chief cham­
pions of abolition, women's equali­

ring Ioan Gruffudd, even 
if you have not seen the 
movie. Because the hyrnn 
"Amazing Grace" forms 
the core of the musical 
score accompanied by im­
ages of 18th and 19th slave 
trading, you might have 
expected the movie to be 
about John Newton, the 
slave trader turned preach­
.er and hyrnn writer. But 

..•. · , . . ~ .. .··· '. .$ 
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ty, environmental protec­
tion, religious liberty and 
the separation of church 
and state, and many were 
key leaders in various anti­
war movements. Many of 
today's self-styled evangel­
ical leaders are more like­
ly to take positions at the 
opposite end of the spec­
trum. 

:\\\\/\'-<; c;fi,tt 
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the story is not about the hyrnn or 
John Newton (although he does play 
a part), but the amazing grace that 
is feit by William Wilberforce, which 
leads him to work tirelessly to bring 
slavery to an end in Great Britain. 

This book teils the remarkable 
story of a man born to great privi­
lege, who allowed his Methodist be­
liefs to inform not only his private 
but public life. Eric Metaxas writes 
simply but powerfully about the 
life of Wilberforce and how his pas­
sion for Christ propelled him to live 
his life modeling how Christianity 
makes a difference in the way one 
lives. The church that Wilberforce 
knew in England generally gave only 
lip service to service in Christ. Wil­
berforce openly attributed his ac­
tions seeking morality in society and 
the end of slavery to a direct result of 
his personal faith in Christ. 

The story of Wilberforce large­
ly has been unknown in the United 
States. But that was not always the 
case. Wilberforce University in Wil­
berforce, Ohio, was found­
ed in 1856, and is the old­
est private African-Arner­
ican college in America. 
This book and the movie 
should reestablish Wilber­
force as an example of the 
impact Christ can have not 
only on an individual but 
on society at large. Wilber­
force patiently worked as a member 
ofParliament tobring about change. 
He did i t not by trying to force others 
to adopt his faith but by putting his 
beliefs into tangible actions of soci­
etalreform. VVaynelfager 

Thy Kingdom Come: An Evangelical's 
Lament. Randall Balmer. Basic Books, 
2006. 242 pages. $24.95 •••• 

Randall Balmer grew up in the 
home of an evangelical pastor and 
graduated from Trinity College in 
lllinois. Like many of us, he attend­
ed Sunday school every week, youth 
group, went to church twice on Sun­
day and prayer meetings on Wednes­
day nights. He gave his heart to Jesus 
as a young boy. 

But Balmer, an advisory editor 
for Christianity Today magazine, 
feels the evangelicalism that nur­
tured him into faith and has sus­
tained that faith weil into his adult 
life has been hijacked by wolves in 
sheep clothing, otherwise known as 
the Religious Right. "The hard-right 
stance of the Religious Right repre­
sents something less than the best 
of Christianity, and many of its ad­
herents' positions ... serve ultimate­
ly to diminish the faith," he writes 
in the preface. 

He goes on to observe that the 
evangelical political stances and in-

Balmer traces the devel­
opment of the Religious Right and 
its close ties to the Republican Par­
ty, as weil as critiques many of its po­
sitions in light of Scripture and clas­
sical evangelical social critique. He 
is not a happy camper: 'Tve devel­
oped an even greater suspicion of 
the bloviating preachers of the Reli­
gious Right, those who have anoint­
ed themselves shepherds of the fl.ock 
... (who) have led their sheep astray 
from the gospel of Jesus Christ to 
the false gospel of neoconservative 
ideology." 

While, at first blush, his assess­
ment may seem discomforting, 
Balmer's critique deserves serious 
engagement by people who claim 
to shape their lives as born-again be­
lievers in Jesus Christ. ]im lfolladay 

Trust: Surrendering to God and 
Learning to Forgive. Tamie Vervoorn. 
Regal Publishing, 2006. 88 pages. 
$11.99 .•••• 

In what sounds like a movie trail­
er, pander this question: "In a world 

full of uncertainty, who 
can you trust?" 

Let's face it, who do you 
really trust? The world is a 
scary place even for adults 

. but when the world seems 
to attacl< our teens, ouch! 

Tamie Vervoorn has put 
tagether a Bible study pri­
marily for girls, ages 12-

18. "Trust: Surrendering to God and 
Learning to Forgive" features studies 
on how to survive and thrive in life. 
The book is designed as a workbook 
that allows the reader to draw clos­
erto God. 

The table of contents is divided 
into two divisions. The first one is 
"Surrender" with such chapter top­
ics as "The Essence of Faith," "Time 
to Say Goodbye," "What It Means to 
Be a Follower" and "It's All about 
Trust." The second section, "Forgive­
ness." addresses "Defining Forgive­
ness," "Friendship and Forgiveness," 
"Honor and Respect" and "Forgive 
Because You Have Been Forgiven." 

The book include~ Bible studies, 
illustrations, stories and places to fill 
in the blanks from open and honest 
heart-searching questions. This is a 
book that will help students become 
the people God wants them to be. 
However, a special note here, indi­
viduals will only get out ofthe study 
what they put into it. This study is 
awesome as it leads the reader to be­
come closer to our awesome God. 

"Trust" is an excellent study for 
small groups or individuals, and is 
a great resource to use in a retreat 
setting. Youth pastors, pastors and 
youth workers can benefit by review­
ing this study to see what is available 
for discipling teens. Steve Coleman 

By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C.; 
Jim Holladay, pastor of 
Lyndon Baptist Church 
in Louisville; and Steve 
Coleman, pastor of 
education and youth at 
New Work Fellowship 
in Hopkinsville. They 
welcome feedback 
or suggestions for 
book reviews. Contact 
them via e-mail at: 
whager@adelphia.net; 
lyndonpastor@aol.com; 
risen4me@hotmail.com . 
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Former Southern 
student killed in 
Afghanistan 

louisville (BP)­
Sgt. Yoon Jang-ho, 
a forrner student at 
Southern Baptist 
Theological Serninary, 
becarne the first South 
Korean soldier since 
the Vietnam War to die 
in a foreign conflict 
when he was killed 
in Afghanistan by a 
roadside bornb Feb. 27. 

Yoon, 27, attended 
Southern for one 
sernester in 2004 
before returning to 
his native country to 
enter the rnilitary out 
of a sense of national 
duty. Yoon diedjust 
two rnonths before his 
tour in Afghanistan was 
scheduled to end. 

."He didn't have to 
go into rnilitary service, 
but he just feit by 
hirnself that it was kind 
of anational duty," said 
Barnabas Kirn, a friend 
ofYoon's at Southern 
and a rnaster of divinity 
student frorn South 
Korea. "So he joined the 
rnilitary in 2005." 

Yoon planned to 
return to Southern 
in the fall and study 
to becorne a youth 
rninister, Kirn said. 

"He was very quiet, 
and he was very 
artistic," Kirn said. 
"He liked drawing and 
playing rnusic. He was 
a very faithful guy as 
well." 

MouNTAINS to THE M1ss1SSIPPI 
COMPILED BY STAFF 

• BARDSTOWN-New Beginning 
Church will continue revival services 
April 23, 7:30 p.rn., with jack Naylor 
as evangelist and April 30, 7:30 p.rn., 
with Randy McPheron as evangelist. 
Issac Ferguson is pastor. 
• BEDFORD-Kevin Webb recently re­
signed as pastor of Antioch Church. 
• BREMEN-Bethlehern Church will 
hold revival Services April 22, 11 a.rn. 
and 7 p.rn., and April 23-25, 7 p.rn., 
with james Wedding as evangelist. 
Leroy Rearden is pastor. 
• CAMPBEllSVIllE-Salorna Church 
will host the gospel group Higher 
calling in concert April29, 6 p.rn. Ac­
tivities will include a potluck rneal 
at 5 p.rn. 
• CRESTWOOD-Harrods Creek 
Church will host Shaped Note Sillg­
ers April 28-29. For rnore inforrna­
tion, call (502) 241-4983. 
• DAYTON-East Daytoh Church or­
dained Timothy House as a deacon 
Feb. 25. 
• EAST BERNSTADT-Hazel Patch 
Church recently called Randy Hing­
harn as pastor. 
• FUlTON-Riceville Church will hold 
revival services April 18-21 with Da­
vid Gossum as evangelist. Danny 
Zickefoose is pastor. 
•lOUISVIllE-Winifred and Billie 
Keeling, rnernbers of St. Mathews 
Church, celebrated their 65th wed­
ding anniversary April 18. Les Hol· 
Ion is pastor. 

Rachel Lewis recently resigned as 
director of rnedia rninistries at Wal­
nut Street Church. Rusty lillison is 
pastor. 
• MOUTHCARD-First Victory Mission 
will hold revival services April 29-
May 2 with David MCCollum as evan­
gelist. Mark 5wan is pastor. 
• PADUCAH-Mount Moriah Church 

Berean Church will celebrate its 
30th anniversary April 22. Steve 
Hadden, the chuch's first pas­
tor, will be the guest speaker at 
the 11 a.rn service. Jim Webster 
is pastor. 

will hold revival services April 23-
27 with jason Porter as evangelist. 
For rnore inforrnation, call (270) 443-
3714. 
• PIKEVIllE-Kirnper Mission will 
hold revival services the week of 
April 23, 7 p.rn., with joe Tuttle as 
evangelist. 
• PRESTONSBURG-An interdenorn­
inational "Wornen for Christ" con­
ference will be help April 28, 10 a.rn. 
to 2 p.rn., at the Mountain Arts Cen­
ter with joanne Wallace as featured 
speal<er. For ticket inforrnation, call 
Pil<e Association at (606) 432-2660. 
• SOMERSET-First Church will hold 
revival services April 22-25 at noon 
and 7 p.rn. daily with Steve Ayers as 
evangelist. 

High Street Church will host the 
Georgetown College Chorale in con­
cert April 18, 7 p.rn. jammie Vance is 
pastor. 
• WEST POINT-Stites Station Church 
will host cornrnunity revival servic­
es for five churches April 23-27, with 
pastors frorn each church bringing 
nightly rnessages. For rnore infor­
rnation, call (502) 922-9222. Darreil 
P'Pool is pastor. 
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0~ CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

April 
19-20 Quarterly Prayer Meeting for 

Spiritual Awakening, Severns 
Valley Association Office, 
Elizabethtown. 

20-22 AII-State Children's Choir­
East, Cedarmore. 

23·24 Developing & Managing 
People/Supervision Training, 
Baptist Building, Louisville. 

24 Senior Living Celebration, 
Eastwood Baptist Church, Bowling 
Green. 

26 Senior Living Celebration, Central 
Baptist Church, Winchester. 

27 Senior Living Celebration, Beacon 
Hili Baptist Church, Somerset. 

27·29 AII-State Children's Choir­
West, Jonathan Creek. 

27 Children's Bible Drill, Rose Hili 
Baptist Church, Ashland, and 
St. Matthews Baptist Church, 
Louisville. 

27-28 Literacy Missions Conference, 
First Baptist Church, Bowling 
Green. 

28 Children 's Bible Drill, Calvary 
Baptist Church, Lexington. 

May 
4 Children's Bible Drill , Beacon Hili 

Baptist Church, Somerset, and 
Reidland Baptist Church, Paducah . 

4-6 Equestrian Trail Ride, Mammoth 
Cave. 

5 Children's Bible Drill, First 
Baptist Church, Bowling Green , 
and Second Baptist Church, 
Hopkinsville. 

For more informalion, ca/1 (800) 266·6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org 

SPRING BREAK A team af 26 students and Ieaders fram the University af the 
Cumberlands' Mauntain Outreach served at Meridza Ministries in Lynch during 
their recent spring break. Ministry teams canstructed shawers and lavataries 
at Meridza Ministries' Salaman's Parch facility as weil as daing painting and 
raafing projects and warking with harses an the ministry's tarm. 

Yoon's March 5 
funeral in Korea was 
attended by several 
governrnent officials 
including the defense 
rninister and the 
chairrnan of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. 

CLASSIFIED Aos 

Yoon's parents, 
Yoon Hee-cheol and Lee 
Chang-hee, are strong 
Christians, Kirn said. 

"Yesterday I called 
his parents," Kirn 
recounted. "His father 
and rnother are very 
good believers. One 
great thingisthat 
they said they still 
absolutely believe in 
the sovereignty of God. 
They think things are in 
God's control and they 
believe there is sorne 
reason God has allowed 
this thing to happen." 

Korean students at 
Southern are sending 
notes of encouragernent 
to Yoon's farnily in 
Korea and request 
continuing prayer for 
the farnily. 

"He was the 
youngest guy in our 
group ofKorean 
students," Kirn said, 
"and rnany students 
considered hirn a 
younger brother." 

AVAilABlE: For supply, interirn or 
bivocational pastorate-any place, 
anytirne, any or no fees. Call Ben 
Render at (502) 368-3067. 

FOR RENT: Farnily reunion or wed­
ding parties. Highway 30A, beach­
side, 75 yards frorn the ocean; rnore 
than 5,000 square feet, eight bed­
roorns including five rnasters; full 
garne roorn; large dining area; pri­
vate heated pool. Call Suzannah at 
(800) 397-2708; www.reunionhouse. 
org. 

FREE: Church organ. Gulbransen, 
32-key, 15-pedal, 4'x4'. Perfeet for 
srnall churchfhorne. (502) 899-5353. 

SEEKING:Full-tirne student rnin­
ister. Must be energetic and Spirit­
ted. Piease send resurne to: First Bap­
tist Church, 916 Main St., Paris, KY 
40361, Attn: Personnet Cornrnittee. 

SEEKING: Full-tirne rninister to 
youth and college-age students for 
Highland Baptist Church, Louisville 
-a progressive CBF congregation 
with SOD-plus weekly worshippers 
in three services. Serninary or sirn­
ilar graduate degree with 3-5 years 
experience required. A cornbination 
of education and experience rnay be 
substituted when skills are dernon­
strateq. Send resurne to Karen Park 
at karenkp@juno.corn; or to Minister 
Search Cornrnittee, Highland Baptist 
Church, 1101 Cherokee Road, Louis­
ville, KY 40204. J' , . . · ·• ,·\ • , 

SEEKING:Music director for Clay­
village Baptist Church in Shelbyville, 
Ky. Duties include adult choir re­
hearsal and Sunday rnorning wor­
ship. Experience helpful; modest sti­
pend. Contact pastor at leebolton 
@bellsou th.net. 

SEEKING: Full-tirne director of rnis­
sions for Monroe Baptist Association. 
College and sorne serninary training 
desirable, as is associational experi­
ence. For rnore inforrnation, call Rev. 
Ty Clenney, (270) 618-4373. Send re­
surne: DOM Search Cornrnittee, First 
Baptist Church, 302 North Magnolia, 
Tornpkinsville, KY 42167. 

SEEKING: Part-tirnefbivocational 
rninister ofrnusic (approx. 20 hours/ 
week). Duties include leading Sun­
day rnorning worship and evening 
congregational singing in blended 
rnusic style, plus leading adult choir, 
youth choir and children's choir. 
Send resurne to: Search Cornrnittee, 
McHenry Baptist Church, PO Box 
154, McHenry, KY 42354; or e-mail 
rnchenrybaptist@vonageonline.net. 

SEEKING: Minister of youth. Re­
sponsible for providing ministe­
rial leadership and a cornprehen­
sive youth rn\nistry that is consis­
tent with the vision and rnission of 
the church. Piease send resurnes to: 
Youth Minister Search Cornrnittee, 
First Baptist Church, PO Box 446, 

· ·Taylorsvme, KY 40071. 

SEEKING:Part-tirne children's SEEKING:Full-tirne rninister of 
rninister. Send resurne to: Pastor, youth and education at Harrods­
Eastern Gate Baptist Church, PO Box burg Baptist Church, PO Box 286, 
6686, Shepherdsville, KY 40165. Harrodsburg, KY 40330. Prirnary fo-

SEEKING:Part-tirne rninister of cus is youth, but education experi­
youth. Must have strong Bible belief ence is irnportant. For rnore church 
and enthusiastic personality. Mail inforrnation, . see www.harrodsburg 
resurnes to Ferguson Baptist Church, baptist.org. 
PO Box 247, Ferguson, KY 42533; or SEEKING:Part-tirne youth rninister 
call (606) 679-1690. with focus on discipleship for rural 

SEEKING:Full-tirne pastor for Er- church in NKY. Also coordinate activ­
langer Baptist Church, Erlanger, ities and outreach events. Send resu­
Ky. (Northern Kentucky Baptist As- rnes: Youth Search Cornrnittee, Knox­
sociation). Replies treated with to- ville Baptist Church, 110 E Fairview 
tal confidence. Contact Arnold Cad- Road, Williarnstown, KY 41097. 
dell, 221 Beil Road, Burlington, KY SEEKING: Part-time accornpanist 
41005. Phone: (859) 586-7760. E-mail: for Sunday and Wednesday worship 
acaddell@fuse.net. and choir practices. Contact Green 

SEEKING:Full-tirne senior pas- Acres Baptist Church, 5189 Poplar 
tor for Lawrenceville First Baptist Level Road, Louisville, KY 40219; 
Church, located in Gwinnett Coun- (502) 964-8165; e-mail: greenacres 
ty, Ga. Piease rnail a resurne with baptist@bellsouth.net. 
DVD, VHS or other rnedia, to: Pastor SEEKING:Cornrnunity-rninded 
Search Cornrnittee, PO Box 228, Law- senior pastor for a church with 
renceville, GA 30046-0028. an existing cornrnunity outreach 

SEEKING: Full-tirne senior pastor presence. Morganfield First Baptist 
at Piner Baptist Church, a South- Church is located in a srnall, west­
ern Baptist church in northern Ken- ern Kentucky town, and has an av­
tucl<y. We provide rnany rninistries erage attendance of 200-250 in two . 
locally and internationally. Aver- Sunday rnorning services-one con­
age attendance for Sunday services temporary and one traditional. This 
is 450. For rnore inforrnation, go to is an awesorne church with a strong 
www.pinerbaptist.org. Resurnes rnay potential for growth. Send resurnes 
be sent to Wayne Diehl, pastor of ad- to: Pastor Search Cornrnittee, First 
rninistration, 15044 Madison Pil<e, Baptist Church, 200 North Morgan 

- Morning View; K'i'4fe63. • . ---- · · • · • · St., Morganfield, KY 42437. 
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Seminary doctoral 
student tackles 
youth Bible t!ti/1 
By Marcia Knox 
Termessee Baptist and Reflectör . 

Old Hickory, Tenn. (BP)-Com­
peting in the youth' Bible drill 
at Tulip Grove Baptist Church 
were three seventh-graders .. 
one eighth-grader and a doctor­
al candidate. 

Tulip Grove's participants 
included minister to students 
Alec Cort. who had been prac­
ticing every Sunday since Jan. 
7 alongside the seventh- and 
eighth-graders. 

Pam Reasonover, who led Bi­
ble drill practices on Sunday af­
ternoons at the Old Hidmry, 
Tenn., congregation with Rosie 
McClurkan, was impressed that 
Cort accepted the challenge. For 
25 years, she has taught the im­
portance ofBible drill and Scrip­
ture memorization, but Cort, 
34, is the only adult who has 
stepp-ed up to participate. 

"I never extended an invita­
tion to Alec. It was his idea to 
participate," Reasonover said. 
"I let him participate in the 
church drill, but he's not go­
ing on to the associational drill" 
sponsored by the Nashville Bap­
tist Association. 

Cort, who plans to graduate 
in December with a doctorate 
in philosophy and education 
from Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Louisville, 
was joined iri the Bible drill 
by seventh-graders Timothy 
Wier, Phillip Lundy and Daniel 
Mathis and eighth-grader An­
drew Sepulveda. 

'Tm impressed when teach­
ers do as they say-like ac­
tions," Reasonover said of Cort, 
who joined Tulip Grove's staff 
in 1999. 'Tm impressed with a 
minister who will get in there 
with the youth and study. It's 
hard. 

"Alec is setting an example 
that Bible drill is important. He 
is. practicing what he is preach­
ing. He also sings in the youth 
choir. He's 100 percent, because 
he is doing it." 

Cort said his first reason 
for participating was to lead 
by example to get more of the 
church's 80 students involved 
in Bible drill. 'Tm ther~ to pave 
the way for kids who might 
be intimidated and to inspire 
them to come," he said, 

His second reason was "per­
sonal accountability" to mem­
orize Scripture. "I am slad< on 
memorizing Scripture," he ad­
mitted. "It is now a measure 
of accountability for me to be­
come knowledgeable of Scrip­
tures. It's a discipleship of sorts. 

"My research in youth minis­
try has shown that the majori­
ty of students <!fe not studying 
Scriptures," Cort said. "I sup­
port the Bible drill program, 
and I think it will help them." 

Cort, who placed second in 
the Tulip Grove drill, had aper­
fect score and stepped out first 
three times to recite a memo-
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2007 Masters champion honors the Master 
I 

By Art Stricklin 
Baptist Press 

Augusta, Ga. (BP)-Zach Johnson's 
two-shot victory at the 2007 Masters 
Tournament on Easter S'!.Inday sur-" 
prised those inside and out of the 
golfworld. . · 

But it was no surprise to those 
who lmow him that Johnson used 
the occasion to boldly proclaim his 
Iove and faith injesus Christ .. 

"Being Easter, my goal was to glo­
ri:fY God and hopefully I did that to­
day," said the Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
native. 

Johnson credited his faith in 
God and the counsel of longtime 
PGA Tour chaplain Larry Moody of 
Search Minisi:ry, whose Bible study 
Johnson attends on a weekly basis, 
for allowing him to remain calm in 
the competitive and often chaotic fi­
nal round. 

The 31-year-old golfeor entered the 
final round at Augusta National Golf 
Club two shots bellind third-round 
leader Stuart Appleby and one shot 
bellind four-time Masters champion 
Tiger Woods, the heavy favorite in 
Sunday's final round. 

Johnson took the Iead with bird~ 
ies on holes 13, 14 and 16 and nev­
er surrendered it despite a bogey on 
the 17th hole and having to wait for 
Woods, two groups behind him. 

"On the 18th green, seeing my 
wife and our new baby, my parents 
and brother, I started to get emotion­
al," Johnson said. "I tried to stay in 
the moment and just started pray­
ing." 

Less than a half-hour later, John­
son was wearing the green jack­
et presented to each year's Masters 
champion and was given the oppor­
tunity to share the secrets ofhis suc­
cess with the worldwide sports me­
dia and golf fans on hand for the sea­
son's most prestigious tournament. 

He became at least the second 
professing Christian to win the Mas­
ters Tournament on Easter Sun­
day; Bernhard Langer did so in the 
1980s. 

"Because it's Easter today, I want 
to say, 'Thank you, Jesus,"' Johnson 
said at the public awards ceremony. 

Later in the Masters media cen­
ter, Johnson expanded on the role· 
his personal faith played in his Mas­
ters victory. 

"I don't even lmow what I shot, 
but I know I had a lot of people giv­
ing me some good words of wisdom 
last week including my coach and 
the PGA Tour chaplain. · 

"Being Easter Sunday, I feel very 
blessed and honored and I feel like 

GREEN JACKET 2006 Masters champion Phi/ Mickelson (right) presents the green 
jacket to Zach Jt;Jhnson on Easter Sunday after Johnson won the 71 st Masters Golf 
Tournamentin Augusta, Ga. Johnson fired a final round three-under par 69. (Photo by 
Timothy Clary!A.FP/Getty Images) 

there was a power that was walking 
with me and guiding me. So that's 
where things stand. You know, I 
feel very blessed and honored to .be 
here." 

Johnson, who accepted Christ at 
First Baptist Church of Orlando, is 
characterized by the man who led 
him to faith in Christ as a "man after 
God's own heart." 

The day before Johnson won. the 
tournament, J.B. Collingsworth, 
president of the Marriage and Fam­
ily Matters ministry, sent him a text 
message of Psalm 16:8: "I have set 
the Lord always before me. Because 
He is at my right hand, I will not be 
shaken." 

"lt was his time" 
"I just believed it was his time, 

kind of like I did with Payne Stew­
art in 1999," Collingsworth told Bap­
tist Press. "I feit like God spoke to my 
heart that he was 'going tobe the one 
to take that trophy home and use 
the platform för God's glory. I s.ent 
him the saine Scripture verse that I 
gave Payne, and that's the only other 
time I've ever done that." 

Collingsworth gained a reputa­
tion as a spiritual leader for a num­
ber of professional golfers .. aft~r 
preaching at Stewart's memorial ser­
vice in 1999 after the goifing cham-

pion died in a plane crash. 
Johnson, 31, lives with his wife 

and new son outside of Orlando 
where they moved a few years ago to 
escape the harsh Iowa winters. 

He is avid about his faith and 
speaks openly about his participa­
tion in the Tour Bible Study and 
about his personal worship. Last 
year at the annual Masters Prayer 
Breakfast at Warren Baptist Church 
in Augusta, he shared his testimony 
of salvation and about his growing 
faith in God. 

In each of his national and re­
gional TV interviews following the 
traditional champion's dinner late 
Sunday, Johnson continued to speak 
openly about his faith and what it 
meant for him to sharesuch an ex­
perience on one of the most impor­
tant days of the year for Christians. 
He also expressed humility. 

'Tm very normal. rm as normal 
as they come," he said. "I Iove to play 
a game for a living. I love to play this 
game for just what it is, golf. I appre­
ciate it and I feel honored to play golf 
for a living. 

"Today was a day of perseverance 
and. patience and redemption." 

And now Johnson has a larger 
stage on which" to share God's love 
and power in his life in golfs bright­
est spotlight. 

PrayerFiight pilots Iake to the air to pray for Ohio 
Nashville (BP)-A group of pilots tians. His love of flying helped him aloud while in flight, and they pray 

took the mandate to pray for the sal- visualize the mission field, The En- for the state's leaders, for people in 
vation of their neighbors seriously quirer said, and he soon got others schools and hospitals, and for the 
on Good Friday when 10 single-en- to join him for two regional prayer salvation ofpeople who don't know 
girre airplanes flew over Ohio, carry- flights before the statewide effort Jesus Christ as their personal Savior. 
ing people praying for the 11 million April6. · Pilots from Alaska, California, In­
residents ofthe state's 88 counties. "You see rows and rows of hous- diana and Michigan who stopped at 

"A plane is a good way to cover a es, and you know they are full of peo- the Bluffton, Ohio, airport wh~re 
lot of ground," Kenneth Wortman, ple you are praying for," Samantha Wortman works as a maintenance 
73, a pilot from Lima, Ohio, told The Ciminillo, 18, a member ofTeens for supervisor .decided to join the effort 
Cincinnati Enquirer. "In the Bible, Christ, noted. Ciminillo was one of by flying in their states with the spe­
God teils us the fields are ripe for the sixyoung people from the organiza- cific purpose of prayer, The Enquir­
harvest. From the air, a person can tion to join the pilots on their prayer er reported. Wortman said he hopes 
see a Iot of fields." excursion. the effort will be nationwide soon. 

Wortman got the idea for Prayer-. The pilots from various denom- "When you have God on your 

"My goal was to 
glority God and 
hopefully I did that 
today." 
2007 Masterschampion 
Zach Johnson 

Flight last fall while talking with a inations donate their time and the side, thinl< big," Wortman .said. 
, .._. 1 , ~ • 1 . , .- ~ .. , 1 -friend about pray/.o,g*fli'11 n.on-Chr!s-., _, cost of fuel. Groups pray silehtLy oaad · _:That's what we're doing." · · .' • ' · j." ' • ., ~ ... .. J _" J., J. A v ~ ' f· ~"- . ' • 1 

ryverse. _ 
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Chris Tucker, Mountain Outreach 
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Shelby Crawford, Crossings, Cedarmore 
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