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PRACTICAL RESDURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Clear Creek alum 
Donnie Fox named 
school's president 
By Dannah Prather 
Partnerships Editor 

Pineville- Trustees of Clear Creek 
Baptist Bible College elected Don­
nie Fox as the school's next presi­

dent April17. Fox will be 
the first graduate of the 
Pineville college to serve 
as president. 

Fox, 48, currently is 
dean of institutional 
advancement at Clear 
Creek. He joined the 
st'affin 1999 but his ties 
to the school extend 
back to 1962 when his 
late father, Claude, be­

came Clear Creek's fust full-time di­
rector of public relations. The elder 
Fox served underthe school's second 
president, D.M. Aldridge. 

"This is basically the only home 
I've ever lmown," said Donnie Fox, 
whose brother, Jack, just completed 
two terms of service as a Clear Creek 
trustee. Their late brother, Richard, 
was a 1972 Clear Creek graduate and 
Richard's son, Jeff, is a 1988 Clear 
Creekgrad. 

Like many of the students at 
Clear Creek today, Donnie Fox said 
he was called to Christian service 
in his 30s. 

"I surrendered to the ministry in 
1990, so naturally I felt Clear Creek 
was the place-I needed to come to 
get some practical training for min­
istry." 

Fox graduated in 1994 with a 
bachelor's degree in ministry. He 
also holds master's and doctoral de­
grees from Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Louisville. From 
1994 until 1999, he was pastor of 
Shawanee Baptist Church in Harro­
gate, Tenn. 

In 1999, "God called me backhere 
to serve on the staff," Fox said. As di­
rector of college relations, he was 
o See Clear Creek tru$tees ... Page 3 

Chapel celebration 

Campbellsville University cele­
brated the dedication of the $4.9 
million · Ransde/1 Chapel April 18. 
Campbellsville President Michael 
Carter said the new chapel "stands 
as a powertut symbol to remind us 
why we are here" as a Christian 
university. • Above: Faculty mem­
bers line up outside the new facility 
in preparation for a processional 
that opened the dedication service. 
• Right: Marking Campbellsville's 
first 100 years of ministr:y, the 
university chorale performs a com­
missioned centennial music pre­
sentation titled "Ephesian Trilogy" 
by composer Jeffrey Cranfil/. (Pho­
tos by Trennis Henderson) See 
story on page 3. 

Campus ministers comfort Va. Tech students i~ wake of rampage 

CAMPUS VIGIL Thousands of people attended a candle/ight vigil at Virginia Tech April 
17 to mourn the lass of 32 students and faculty members killed the previous day. (BP 
photo by Brandon Pickett) 

Blacksburg, Va.- As the sun be­
gan to set and -the wind continued 
to howl over a wounded campus 
and city April 16, Virginia Tech stu­
dents gathered- for prayer, comfort 
and counseling at the school's Bap­
tist student center. 

Blacksburg, the small, quiet city 
that house.s the university's 26,000-
plus students, was even quieter 
than usual the night after a massa­
cre unprecedented in American his­
tory. The gunman, who police said 
shot 32 students and professors and 
then took his own life, had also si­
lenced the usually bustling activity 
on the commercial strips around the 
sprawling campus' 'edges. 

One of the few signs of life at 
Virginia Tech was the 7 p.m. gath­
ering at the school's Baptist Colle­
giate Ministry Center, a ministry of 

the Baptist General Association of 
Virginia. 

Although barraged with requests 
from national and international 
news outlets, Darren· Cook, the Vir­
ginia Baptist campus ,minister, fo­
cused his attention on the needs of 
students. By mid-afternoon the day 
of the shootings, he had invited two 
ofthe school's other major Christian 
campus groups- Intervarsity and 
Campus Crusade for Christ- to join 
in prayer for the surviving victims 
and loved ones ofthose who died. 

Before the gathering, Cook and 
Mark Appleton, assoc iate BCM di­
rector atVirginia Tech and a Mission 
Service Corps missionary with the 
Southern Baptist North American 
Mission Board, counseled with the 
students who dropped by the Baptist 
0 See Campus ministers aid ... Page 6 . 
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SBC baptisms decline despite 'Everyone Can' campaign 
Nashville (BP)-The Southern, Bap­

tist Convention's ambitious goal to 
baptize 1 million .people in 2006 
feel far short of that goal, accord­
ing to Aiinual Church Profile statis­
tics repprted by Southern Baptist 
churches. 

In fact, baptisms fot 2006 de­
clined by 1.89 percent- 364,826 in 
2006 cm:npared to "371,850 the previ­
ous year. The decline marked the sec- · 
ond consecutive year that baptisms 
feil below the prior year. 

The 2006 baptism total eclipsed 
2005 as the lowest annual total since 
1993. The 2005 ACP reported a 4.15 
percent drop in baptisms. · 

The baptism thrust was launched 
by the SBC's immediate past presi­
dent, Bobby Welch, at the outset of 
his two years in office in June 2004. 

Named the '~'Everyone Can' King­
dom Challenge," it targeted 2006 
as the year for Southern Baptist . 

churches to reach the 1 million mile­
stone in baptisms. 

SBC President Frank Page, pas­
tor of First Baptist Church of Tay­
lors: S.C., noted, "To hear news of 
a continued decline in baptisms is 
discouraging. However, Dr. Bobby 
Welch's emphasis upon evangelism 
,and soul-winning is nothing but an 
echo from God's heart. Therefore, 
his pleas are biblically based and 
God-inspired. However, our obedi­
ence continues to lack both sub­
stance and passion." 

Welch, the SBC Executive Com­
mittee's newly named strategist 
fcir global evangelical relations, af­
firmed the positive results of the 
campaign and voiced concern about 
what the baptism decline means for 
Southern Baptists in a column re­
leased .by Baptist Press. (See column 
onpage4.) 

The Everyone Can initiative 

Category . 2006 2005 +I· %+/· - ---- . ~ ~ - - -- .. - ~ . ·-
Churches 44,223 l 

43,699 524 1.29% - :JL, .~:-..-.i_._ • ...".:.. -· J ... 
Total membership .,; ,i; ,[ : .•:' _. 16,306;246 . ··; . 16,270,315 , 35,931 0.02% 

- ·~..~ ~ "" tl' 
.......... ' ·-l -. --

Baptisms 
-::•! 

364,826 371,850 -7,024 -1.9% - - .. - .---
Worship attendance 6,138,776 6,052,321 86,455 1.4% - -- -· 
Sunday school enrollment 7,931,753 8,068,780 -137,027 -1.79% - -· 
Discipleship training 1,503,826 1,667,709 -163,883 -9.8% ·--- -- -
Music ministry enrollment 1 ,466,124 1,577,364 -111,240 -7.02% 

_.. .. ... ~ 

--·~ . 
Woman's Missionary Union 811,139 804,983 6,156 0.76% .. . -· 

Men/boys mission education 376,379 . 388,264 -11,885 -3.1% 
Total receipts $11 ,372,608,393 $10,721,544,568 $651 ,063,825 6.1% 

Tour options available during . 
SBC gatheri.ng in-.San .Antonio 

·'·"';-;:;~~:~· ;:
1 
'\,~.~:~ ;_·; ;~;<:· 1 ,,~· ·. 'sa~ A~to~'io·· (s~)=-1he Ala~~ a~d 1~ fue airport area offer free parking 

' other historic and cultural sites to guests ofthe hotel. he added. 
around San Antonio will be featured Shuttles will be available to and 
on tours offered to messengers and from most San Antonio hotels for 
their families in conjunction with the SBC sessions and the Sunday­
the June 12-13 annual meeting ofthe Monday Southern Baptist Pastors' 
Southern Baptist Convention. Conference in the Henry B. Gonzalez 
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The tours, by Daisy Tours of San Convention Center and the .Wom­
' .. . .. , . , .Antonio, wil.I be .offere~·~~ilii~y, an's. Mission Union missions . cele­

;. ~. · . :- J June 10, and We~n~~?~y;-:~uD:f13, bration in the Marriott Rivercent-
fi.:om 2-5 p.m._ ~-- ·. ~ .. , ·" • : . er Hotel. 

In ;tddition to the Alamo, fea- Hotelshuttle ticketswill be avail-
tured sites 'will include Mission San able at the convention center infor­
Jose arid' other 18th-century mis- mation desk for $10, with children 

· sions in San Antonio; the San Fer- age 12 and under riding free when 
nando Cathedral; the 65,000-seat Al- accompanied by parents who pur­
amodGme; the ?50.foot-tall Jo'«~r. o( chase tic~~ets ... 
the Americas; and the EI Mercado Childcare.(birth-3 years) and chil-
Mexican.market. . . .dren's <;:onferences (ages 4-12) have 

. )n~~e- diffei;~nt ,tours are a~ai~- been plann~cl..for the San Antonio 
able: "Hello San An,tonio," ~Viva San :. m,eet.ing, .with registration informa­
Antonio" and ,"Missions of San An-' .. tion available at www.sbc.net. 
toni~." ' . . . · Onlm'e. registration for churches 

~or more informatioll., visit wwW ... sen4ing mes~engers to the annual 
. sbc.net:-.o~: ~on~?~t Daisy ,Tours at m~eting open5;1d March 1 and can be :I· (~00),285:8601 . . . . ) · a<;ce~seg a~ WW'W.sbcannualmeeting. 

,1 •• , - . • . A:ccordi_ng tp conventiop. manag- net. Last year, the fourth year for on-
er Jack Wilkersqn, "Planning f0r the line service, 8,0 percent of the mes-

-!-
1
• SB~ annu~l .-m~eting has been delib- sengers to the annual ~eeting in 
· erate ii). our efforts to include ac!ivi- Greensboro, N.C.. registered online, 
ties for the entire family, in addi!ion , a slight increase from 7Q percent for 
to ~~W: efforts .to facHitat~ attend~es -th.e 2Q05 meeting in 1\rashville . . 
With sp~i;ial n.e~qs,. " :, 'J1le t:(aqitional registration meth- . 

: 1 ,,. ,., •. ,, ', - 1,! ,. .-1 ~. ~or ,th9se( pl?.nning to 4r-ive, ,he -: od al,so ~s avajl~ble for those church­
, noted that dpwntown parking r:nay . , es that qre unable or choose npt to 
. b~ limited, pushing parking rates.for access the.online registration. Regis­
most hotels to $1.0-$20 per day and tration cards are available from state 
public parking to $6-$10. Mosthotels convention o.ffic~s. 

t.: '·J 

sought to "challenge everyone to do 
their very best," Welch noted. "It has 
done precisely what was hoped for 
by so many pastors and churches. 
A large number of our people made 
their very best efforts for Great Com­
mission evangelism-disciplesh1p. 

"While many did their very 
best," he added, "many others did 
about the same or less than before," 
prompting him to underscore his be­
liefthat "a collective commi.tment" 
for evangelism-discipleship is need­
ed among "a vast number of Iead­
ers at alllevels of the SEC-national, 
state and association and especially 
the local church." 

Despite the shortfall in baptisms, 
Southern Baptist churches increased 
by more than 500 in 2006 and re­
ceipts increased by more than $650 
million to more than $11.3 billion, 
according to Thom Rainer, president 
ofLifeWay Christian Resources. 

"While i t is certainly encouraging 
to see new Southern Baptist church­
es being birthed, our baptism totals 
once again show that we are not do­
ing an effective job stepping up to 
the task of sharing the gospel wi th a 
lost and dying world," Rain er said. 

The 2006 ACP statistics compiled 
by LifeWay show growth in several 
other key areas. Total membership 
of Southern Baptist churches in­
creased slightly to reach 16,306,246 
members. The net increase of 524 
churches. more than double the 
net increase from 2005-for a to­
tal of 44,223- represents a 1.2 per­
cent boost for 2006. In the 2005 
ACP, there was a net increase of 234 
churches. 

Worship attendance rose to 
6,138,776, reflecting a 1.4 percent-

age growth. Church-type m1sswns 
reflected the largest percentage in­
crease in 2006, up 2.06 percent. 

Rainer noted that numeric and 
percent changes for certain catego­
ries could not be accurately figured 
for the 2006, ACP because some state 
conventions or associations did not 
ask for some items tobe reported, or 
asked in a way that gave results that 
were not comparable to totals report­
ed in the 2005 ACP. Those categories 
and their 2006 totals include: 

•Total receipts: $11,372,608,393. 
• Total tithes, afferings and spe­

cial gifts: $10,425,420,529. 
•Undesignated receipts: 

$8,293,404,321. 
• Total mission expenditures: 

$1,285,616,031. 
• Sunday school enrollment: 

7,931,753. 
• Discipleship trai:ning enroll­

ment: 1,503,826. 
• Music ministry enrollment and 

participation: 1,466,124. 
•Woman's Missionary Unionen­

rollment: 811,139. 
• Men{boys mission education en­

rollment: 376,379. 
"Southern Baptists are a peo­

ple committed to the gospel," Rain­
er said. "Missions and evangelism 
have always been our rallying cry. 
Churches should view this report 
as a commendation, but also as a so­
bering remirrder that there is much 
more that we need tobe doing. 

"Our mandate to share the good 
news of Jesus .. Christ remains our 
focus," he added, "but as a conven­
tion we must renew our passion 
for reachihg the burgeoning mass­
es in our states, cities and neighbor-
hoods." · 

Mohler: Enrollment at Southern 
sets record, doubles 1995 total 

Lo·uisville (BP)-Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary has 
reached an all-time high in en­
rollment and is continuing to 
draw scores of ministers desiring 
to prepare for ministry in the lo­
cal church, President Al Mohler 
told trustees at the annual spring 
meeting April 17. 

Serninary enrollment this se­
mester grew to more than 4,200 
students, Mohler said, noting that 
a large majority are preparing to 
serve as pastors of local Southern 
Baptist churches. Enrollment has 
doubled since 1995. 

Mohler said the increased en­
rollment has · come because the 
seminary has sought to attract 
students during a time wl!en 
many theological institutions in 
North America are turning out 
"professional ministers" and not 
pastor-theologians. 

"When you look where the 
bulk of the enrollment is right 
now in the theological seminaries 
ofNorth An1erica, much ofit is in 
what you might call the 'helping' 
professionsrather than in the pul- . 
pit ministry," he said. 

Mohler called Southern a "con­
trarian institution" whose prima­
ry focus is raising up God-eentered 
pastors who are fqithful exposi­
tors of Scripture. 

"We are about trammg pas­
tors," Mohler said. "We under­
stand this not because we under­
stand that pastors are profession­
als and the world needs profes­
sionals, but because we under­
stand the church ofthe LordJesus 
Christ is visible in local congrega­
tions who ne·ed pastors, preachers 
and teächers unreservedly preach­
ing the full counsel ofGod. We un­
derstand that our mission as an 
institution before anything eise is 
to train pastors." 

In other business, trustees: 
• Approved a budget of near­

ly $33.7 million, a 6.5 percent in­
crease from last year. 

• Promoted and extended ten­
ure to four current faculty mem­
bers: T.J. Betts to assistant profes­
sor of Old Testament interpreta­
tion; Greg Bruton, associate pro­
fessor of church music; Mark Cop­
penger, professor of Christian 
apologetics; and Randy Stinson, 
assistant professor of leadership 
and Christian ministry. 

• Promoted three other facul­
ty members: Ken Fentress to asso­
ciate professor of Old Testament 
interpretation; Ken Magnuson to 
professor of Christian ethics; and 
Robert Plummer to associate pro­
fessor of New Testament interpre­
tation. 



• 

WESTERN RECORDER.org KENTUCKY APRIL 24, 2007 3 

Page urges Baptist pastors to model. biblical stewardship 
By Trennis Henderson 
Editor 

louisville-Declaring that pastors 
can be either the key or the lock for 
"whether people see victory in their 
Jives in the area of stewardship," 
Southern Baptist Convention Pres­
ident Frank Page was the keynote 
speaker for the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's first Stewardship Sum­
mit April 17 at the Baptist Building 
in Louisville. 

Page, pastor of First Baptist 
Church ofTaylors, S.C., took part in 
the summi t as part of a three-day vis­
it to Kentucky last week that includ­
ed speaking at an ernerging Ieaders 
dinner April 16 and at Campbells­
ville University's Ransdell Chapel 
dedication April 18. (See related ar­
ticle below.) 

Citing the importance of being 
an example, encouraging others, 
explaining the vision and establish­
ing ownership in the area ofbiblical 
stewardship, Page told conference 
participants, "It's extremely impor­
tant as a pastor or minister that you 
example biblical stewardship." 

Cencerning the area of encour­
agement, Page added, "The greatest 
way to encourage people in the area 
of financial stewardship is through 
sharing Scripture." 

He said his congregation's wor­
ship services include sharing a 
stewardship Scripture each Sunday 
morning before the affering is tal<­
en. "Fifty-two weeks a year, people 
hear the Ward ofGod as it relates to 

Scriprural stewardship." 
Emphasizing the importance of 

casting a ministry vision, Page said, 
"I believe with all my heart that 
money follows vision." 

Rather than presenting an annu­
al church budget, Page said his con­
gregation adopts a three-year vision 
plan that ·:gets people excited to see 
what can happen." 

Page, whose election as SBC 
president was partially due to his 
church's strong Cooperative Pro­
gram giving record of more than 12 
percent of undesignated receipts per 
year, said his church's overall affer­
ings have increased 58 percent over 
the past two years. 

Concerning ownership, Page not­
ed, "The tithe belongs to the Lord. It 
is not yours to dictate or to use as a 
weapon. 

"I bring the tithe to the store­
hause and that's the local church, in 
my estimation," he added. 

During a question-and-answer 
session after his presentation, Page 
responded to a question about po­
tential issues at this year's SBC an­
nual meeting. 

Admowledging that "I cannot 
control what people bring up," Page 
said, "To me, right now the only bat­
tles worth fighting are missions and 
evangelism .... I want us to focus on 
missions and evangelism and the 
Cooperative Program that underlies 
those two great, godly issues." 

Concerning . a North American 
missions strategy, Page noted, "Ifyou 

Clear Creek trustees elect alum 
Donnie Fox as college president 
Continued from page 1 
fulfilling many responsibilities iden­
tical to those ofhis father nearly 40 
years earlier. 

Prior to his current position, Fox 
served as the college's director of ad­
missions. His wife, Penny, is execu­
tive assistant to the dean of admin­
istrative affairs. They have two chil­
dren, Aaron, 23, and Andrea, 18. 

"God has allowed me to work in 
every phase ofthe college," Fox not­
ed. "What I have done over the years 
is to try to prepare myself, make my­
self available to God's call." 

"I have total confidence in him," 
said retiring Clear Creek President 
Bill Whittaker. 'Tm especially grate­
ful that a graduate ofthe school will 
become president. That speaks for 
the maturity of the institution and 
the quality of our graduates." 

Fox said he focused on Jeremiah 
29:11 throughout the trustees' presi­
dential search process. God's words: 
"I know the plans I have for you," Fox 
said, reminded him to be open to 
God's leading but never to get ahead 
ofHim. 

Upon Whittaker's retirement an­
nouncement last fall, the trustees' 
presidential search committee asked 
Fox about his interest in the job. "It 
was not me trying to do anything," 
Foxadded. 

Whittaker's final duty as Clear 
Creek president will be to preside 
over graduation May 4. Southern 
Baptist Convention President Frank 
Page is this year's commencement 
speaker. 

The ceremony "will be very spe­
cial," Whittaker predicted. "It will 

mark 604 students who have gone 
through the line" during his tenure. 

Whittaker, pastor of Glasgow Bap­
tist Church, announced his resigna­
tion as Clear Cree president last Oc­
tober. He has served since 1988. 

The work of Whittal<er and the 
three other previous presidents is a 
legacy Fox says he will be privileged 
to build upon when he assumes the 
presidency early next month. But he 
said the school's identity and mis­
sionwill remain unchanged. 

"We're not just a college, we're 
God's institution," Fox said. "We are 
unique in that we are not a liberal 
arts college, we are strictly a minis­
try-training college." 

Approximately 200 students cur­
rently are enrolled at Clear Creek, 
Fox said. The average age of the stu­
dent body is 32; 10 percent of stu­
dents are under 21. 

Kentucky Baptists and other do­
nors are the main financial support­
ers of Clear Creek, Fox noted, adding 
that he wants to "enhance bridge­
building" through his role as pres­
ident. 

"I want to build bridges ... so peo­
ple will continue to support us by 
sending students," he explained. 

Building relationships with alum­
ni, donors and potential donors has 
been the-focus of Fox's role as dean 
of institutional advancement. He 
said that focus will remain a priority 
for him as president. "Part of the vi­
sion and challenge is still being able 
to get out there on a regular basis 
and make sure people know about 
Clear Creek and invite them to part­
ner with us in this ministry effort." 

SBC President Frank Page 

lose the base, you lose the whole bat­
tle. If we don't tal<e this continent 
for Christ, there will be no interna­
tional missions support. ... If we do 
not win this continent for Christ, it's 
all over." 

In addition to Page, other Stew­
ardship Summit speakers included: 

Harry Allen, president ofthe Ken­
tucky Baptist Foundation. Address­
ing "The Meaning of Money in Our 
Lives," Allen said, "The tithe should 
be the floor, not the ceiling of our 
giving .... We must shift our prior­
ities to enable God, not money or 
anything else to be the one and only 
God in our Jives." 

Urging Christians to "leave a lega­
cy of their Iove for Christ," Allen add­
ed, "We live in a world of give and 
take. Unfortunately, there aren't 

enough people who want to give 
what it takes." 

Darren Gaddis, president of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention and 
pastor of Centtal Baptist Church in 
Corbin. Lamenting a trend of many 
churches' declining percentage giv­
ing through the Cooperative Pro­
gram, Gaddis cautioned that "we've 
lost sight of what the Cooperative 
Program is all about." 

"More importantly," he added, 
"we've lost our passion for it." Hede­
scribed CP giving as "a unique tool 
that has been given to us to do the 
impossible, to help us reach to the 
ends of the earth with the gospel of 
Christ." 

Distributing small pieces ofrope, 
Gaddis pointed out that the piec­
es are made of hundreds of small­
er strands. Comparing that to thou­
sands of churches cooperating to­
gether through CP giving, he add­
ed, "Now we have not just a rope, 
but a lifeline that can Stretch to 
over 10,000 missionaries araund the 
world .... Be apart ofthe rope." 

Steve Rice, director of the KBC's 
discipleship and assimilation de­
partment. Highlighting the relation­
ship between discipleship and stew­
ardship, Rice said, "What we do with 
money is one ofthe strongest indica­
tors of our Ievel of discipleship. 

"The bottarn line is it all boils 
down to lordship," he noted. "God 
justwillnot accept it when we make 
anything or anyone Iord instead of 
Hirn." 

Campbellsville dedicates Ransde/1 Chapel 
By Trennis Henderson 
Editor 

Campbellsville-Culminating a langtime 
dream of Campbellsville University President 
Michael Carter, university officials and guests 
dedicated the school's $4.9 million Ransdell 
Chapel April 18. 

The facility's 900-seat 
chapel attracted a standing­
room-only crowd for the ded­
ication service. The chapel 
is named in honor of Camp­
bellsville trustee George 
Ransdell and his wife, Ma­
rie, who donated $2 million 
toward the project. Carter 

· noted that nearly 400 donors 
have combined to contribute 
more than $4.4 million for 
the chapel's construction. 

In addition to the main 
chapel, the facility includes 

Sharing his vision for Campbellsville, Carter 
told the dedication servic~ crowd, "If education 
is be full and complete, ... Jesus has got to be in 
that picture." 

Citing Campbellsville's "common mission 
with other Christian universities and colleges," 

Carter said, "We've got to re­
spond in a way that truly en­
sures the next generation 
will know and Iove the mis­
sion ofthe church." 

Empbasizing that the new 
chapel "stands as a powerful 
symbol to remind us why we 
are here," Carter added, "Let 
us commit anew to the vi­
sion that Campbellsville Uni­
versity in the next 100 years 
of servicewill be a university 
where Jesus is talked about 
frequently (and) where Jives 
are changed." 

the offices of the Baptist Campbellsville President Michael Carter Southern Baptist Conven­
Campus Ministry as weil as a 
small chapel, multimedia room and kitchen. 

After pausing for a moment of silent prayer 
on behalf of shooting victims' family and fi:iends 
at Virginia Tech, Carter opened the service by af­
firming that "this campus needed a place where 
God's still small voice could be heard." 

Noting that the chapel dedication is a key 
part of the Kentucky Baptist school's centenni­
al celebration, Carter added, "Our history of 100 
years is a rich history of people responding to 
God's call." 

Kentucky Baptist Convention Executive Di­
rector Bill Mackey was among speakers who 
shared brief words of reflection about Camp­
bellsville's accomplishment. 

Offering "congratulations on the fulfillment 
of this magnificent vision," Mackey said, "We 
know this is a place where students will respond 
to God's call upon their Jives." 

tion President Frank Page, 
pastor of First Baptist Church of Taylors, S.C., 
was the keynote speaker for the chapel dedica­
tion. 

"What a glorious day it is," he declared. "God 
bless you and congratulations." 

Referencing the "great cloud of witnesses" 
described in Hebrews 12, Page noted that Camp­
bellsville "stands on 100 years of heritage and 
there is a great cloud ofwitnesses that has gone · 
before." 

"For the next 100 years, may this university 
run the race set for it," he added. "Understand 
that Scripture is clear where that race should 
lead-looking unto Jesus, the author and finish­
er of our faith. 

"Campbellsville, remember Who you belang 
to," Page urged the university community. "Re­
member Who needs to receive the honor and 
glory for this day." 
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Handwriting on the wall 
By Bobby Welch 

San Antonio (BP)-As I emphasized 
last year, the 1 million emphasis on 
baptisms by churches in the Soutb­
ern Baptist Convention wastobe the 

OPINION 

of a convention-wide unified effort 
for a unified purpose. 

Such a synergy cannot be accom­
plished by one person over one or 
two years. It demands a collective 
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target that would chal­
lenge everyone to do 
their very best. Like the 
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commitment by a vast 
number of Ieaders at 
all Ievels of the SEC­

Earnestly cantend for 
the faith which was once 
for a/1 delivered to the 
saints. -Jude 3 
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bar for high jumpers, the goal of 1 
million baptisms was and is to draw 
the very best effort from us as the 
"jumpers." 

It has done precisely what was 
hoped for by so many pastors and 
churches.A large number of our peo­
ple made their very best efforts for 
Great Commission evangelism-disci­
pleship. Many broke their recent his­
tory records in baptisms and more 
set new benchmarks in evangelism­
discipleship and baptisms. 

For these people, it has been life­
changing, world-changing and eter­
nity-changing. They will never settle 
for low bar jumping again. 

The 2006 decline in baptisms in 
SBC churches likely will disclose 
that while many did their very best, 
many others did about the same 
or less than before. This, of course, 
amplifies the point that has not yet 
been seized-the critical importance 

We need God's Spirit 
The devil has never dried one 

tear, comforted a mourning heart, 
corrections to: Western nor has he ever offered love and com-
Recorder, Box 43969, fort to one hurting soul. 
Louisville, KY 40253. God does this a11 the time, 
To.regjjtJlr c:ha11ge..of ,; "' especially .when the hater 
addre~s:.,Senp tne .mailing, • of our souls destroys lives 
Iabei from page 1, along in a senseless massacre. 
with your new address, to The hate that inspired 
the subscription department Cho seung-Hui to commit 
at the Western Recorder such horrible acts resur-
address. faces throughout history: 
To give news tips: Call (502) the slaughter of the innocents, the 
489-3422, toll-free (866) Civil War, the Holocaust, 9/11, and 
489-3422 or write the editor now, in a university community we 
or news director. know as Virginia Tech. 

To a degree Nikki Giovanni was 
right in rallying the human spir-

national, state and association and 
especially the local church. It abso­
lutely can be done, should be done 
and must be done soon. Any and 
all distractions that take us off this 
course now are forcing the SBC be­
yond the point from which there is 
no return. 

Someone said to me, "I shudder 
to think where we would be this year 
in baptisms if we had not had such 
an all-out 'sounding of the alarm' 
as the 'Everyone Can' initiative over 
the last year did." While that initia­
tive did encourage a lot of people 
to do their best, it was still only an 
alarm. There must be a unified ac­
celeration for Great Commission 
evangelism-discipleship convention­
wide. We must be honestand realis­
tic- we are not waiting on God, God 
is waiting on us. 

One ofthe little-recognized deter­
rents to many people's earnest hard 

it to triumph with her words, "We 
are the Hokies." Perhaps later. We 
have been laid waste, decimated, if 
you will. Right now, we don't need 
the human spirit-we need the Holy 

Spirit. 
As a parent and grand­

parent, I am stricken with 
sadness, unable to con­
ceive the enormity of grief 
through which many are 
going. Hate has taken their 
loved ones from them. 
Christians, pour your 

hearts out to God in prayer for the 
fallen victims' families. 

No doubt, some will blame God. 
Others will blame poor legislation of 
gun control. Still others might place 
blame on the university and its gov-
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On a recent Sunday, Severns Val­
ley Baptist Church in Elizabethtown 
recognized those who had chaired 
various building committees and 
representatives of the con­
struction companies that 
built the church's beau­
tiful new facilities. The 
church has just relocated 
its campus to a 70-acre site 
at the corner of Ring Road 
and Rineyville Road. 

each service. 
The first-phase multipurpose 

room is larger than two full-size 
gyms, with a spacious platform area. 

The seating capacity with 
additional chairs is approx­
imately 1,400. This multi­
purpose room is used for 
worship and as a family life 
center during the week for 
outreach and ministry. 

Sunday school and wor­
ship attendance has been 
up 20 percent since the 
church moved to the new 
site, with 320 visitors dur­

Bill Mackey 

The worship area is sep­
arated from the education­
al sections by an incredible 
gathering area. This atri­
um is composed of circular 
stairways to the first floor 

ing the first three Sundays. Pastor 
Billy Compton said the church has 
been following up with all visitors 
but acknowh~dged that doing so has 
been a challenge. 

With dual worship services and 
Sunday schools at 9 a.m. and 10:30 
a.m., parking is already a problem. 
Plans have been made to expand the 
parking area. 

The first worship service each 
Sunday is more praise and celebra­
tion and the second worship service 
is more traditional in music style. 
The same message is preached at 

and a large area with tables and 
chairs overlooking a lake. 

At the lower level the stairways 
open near the media center, which 
has glass walls. Beyond the media 
center, folding doors provide class­
rooms, or open space, with a view 
ofthe lake. A number ofthe Sunday 
school areas are flexible in order to 
accommodate either · small groups 
or large gatherings. 

The youth area, which has its 
own outside entrance, has a gath­
ering place with a stage, lights and 
sound system for study and worship 

work in evangelism has to do with 
the last decade of poor seed sow­
ing. lt is impossible to reap much 
or anything where little or no seed 
has been sown, watered and cultivat­
ed. We are now all faced with vast 
wastelands of seedless soil in North 
America. 

Even though most local church­
es do not do enough going to share 
the gospel, they do, on average, have 
a heart and desire to reach the world 
and their farnily and friends around 
them. Given leadership and training 
in that area, they do very well.I see it 
all the time. This week in a neighbor­
hood church of around 100 attend­
ees in the Rio Grande Valley ofTexas, 
in one and a half hours "ordinary" 
dmrch people helped more than 20 
people pray to receive Christ and are 
hot into the follow-up. 

This year's report of a decline in 
baptisms in the face of an all-out 
effort by so many people sounds 
the mosturgent cry Southern Bap­
tists will ever hear, and it comes 
from the handwriting that is now 
on our wall-and it is this: Back to 
the fields! 
Bobby Welch, immediate past president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, is the SBC 
Executive Committee's strategist for global 
evangelical relations 

erning policies. I believe the blame 
should go to demon-possessed hate 
and the evil it inspires. 

God is never responsible for the 
evil humankind commits. Hate is 
big business to the devil. 

We must run to God the Father, 
and affirm his Son, Jesus, as the 
great Lover of our souls. The great­
est act of hate was levied against 
Hirn at the cross. And when He rose 
again and ascended into heaven, He 
and the Father sent us the Holy Spir­
it. He is the One we need right now­
not hate, not blame, not the human 
spirit, but the Holy Spirit. 

Come, please come, Holy Spirit of 
the Living God, and cornfort this na­
tion, starting in Blacksburg, Va. 

Robert P Tipton 

and a cafe designed especially for 
students. 

The children's area is truly out­
standing. In addition to a worship 
area, there is a wonderful indoor 
playground. 

The beautiful new facilities are 
the result of an eight-year process 
that began with a recommenda­
tion from a Vision 20/20 committee 
to relocate in 1999. A building com­
rnittee was elected in 2002 with Dr. 
Marshall johnson, a local surgeon, 
serving as chairman of the building 
committee. Linda Polley, church ad­
rninistrator, processed the work of 
this committee while various staff 
members provided leadership to nu­
merous subcommittees. 

Kentucky Baptists will have an op­
portunity to experience the facilities 
and hospitality of this great church 
when the Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion annual meeting is held at Sever­
ns Valley Baptist Church Nov. 13-14, 
2007. The Kentucky Baptist Evange­
lism Conference will also be held 
there Feb. 25-26, 2008. 

Piease mark your calendar and 
plan to experience great fellowship 
with your fellow Kentucky Baptists 
in these wonderful facilities! 

·Bill Mackey is executive director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

APRIL 24, 2007 

Beware of today's 
online financial 
fraud techniques 
By Don Spencer 

Being "ripped off" financial­
ly is nothing 
new. However, 
the techhiques 
used continue 
to change and 
in today's en­
vironment the 
use of technol­

ogy plays a key role for those 
who want to commit fraud. This 
is· especially true for those buy­
ing or selling an item on the In­
ternet. 

The FBI recently released a 
list of several fraud alert indica­
tors. lf you can answer "yes" to 
any of the following questions, 
you could be involved in a fraud 
or about to be scammed: 

• Did you sell so mething on 
the Internet and get a check 
for more than the item's sell­
ing price? 

• Did you sell something on 
the Internet and receive the 
check by an overnight delivery 
service? 

• Did you receive a check 
connected in any way to com­
municating with someone by 
e-mail? 

• Did you receive a check 
drawn on a business or indi­
vidual account that is differ­
ent from the person buying 
youritem? 

• Have you been informed 
that you were the winner of a 
lottery such as Canadian, Aus­
tralian, El Gordo or El Mundo, 
that you did not enter? 

• Have you been instructed 
to "wire," "send" or "ship" mon­
ey, as soon as possible, to a large 
U.S. city or to another country, 
such as Canada, England or Ni­
geria? 

• Have you been asked to pay 
money to receive a deposit from 
another country such as Cana­
da, England or Nigeria? 

• Are you receiving pay or 
a commission for facilitating 
money transfers through your 
account? 

• Have you responded to an e­
mail requesting you to confirm, 
update or provide your account 
information? Legitimate com­
panies almost never use this 
approach. If you receive one of 
these e-mails, call the compa­
ny to verifY the source of the 
e-mail. 

Remember, all it takes is an­
swering "yes" to one of these 
and you may be the subject of 
a scam. You cannot be too care­
ful with Internet transactions. 
Don't get ripped offi 

Don Spencer is a certified financial 
planner and directs the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's church financial benefits 
department 
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As graduation nears, parents 
face empty next syndrome 
Q: Can you offer any suggestions to help a couple 
dealing with empty nest syndrome? 

Empty nest syndrome, commonly understood as the 
time that the last child leaves home, can be seen as a cri­

sis, an opportuhity or most often a~ a 
bittersweet middle ground between MAHRlAGE 
those two extremes. 

Feelings may swing in a variety of di­
rections. Some people may experience sad­
ness , even depression, about the daily loss 
they are experiencing. Others may be elat­
ed that the house is cleaner and quieter, 
the grocery bills are lower, and the family 
schedule is much less crowded. Some may 
lament that the years went by too quicldy as they fin.d them­
selves with regrets about parenting and family life. Spous­
es who have focused much of their energy on the children 
may feel anxious, even awkward about being fa_ce to face 
with each other again. 

Here are a few tips to help couples and single parents 
deal with the empty nest years: 

Experience your grief as a normal part ofliving. 
Make it your goal to seek out God's new directions for 

yourlife. 
Prioriti.ze your time with your spouse and be cre~tive. 
Take opportunities to travel and invest in hobbies. 
Yearn daily for God's presence through prayer and Scrip-

ture. 
Note friends in which you can reinvest time and energy. 
Engage in new forms of service to Christ and the 

church. 
Stay connected to your child through regular commu-

nication. ·. · 
Take inventory of the possibilities this new stage of life 

offers. 
David and Claudia Arp have written an excellent re­

source for married couples titled "The Second Half of Mar­
riage." WQile you never stop being a parent, learn to accept 
the new opportunities before you. You will do well to focus 
more on what is in front ofyou and dwellless on what is be­
hind.- Scott Wigginton 

Q: What is the fourth grade slump? ls it something we 
should be concerned about as parents? 

Newsweek magazine recently reported that 40 percent 
ofkids ages 5 to 8 read every day. By fourth grade, the per- · 

PARENTING 
centage drops to 29 percent. The 
trend reflects what principals and 
teachers around the country are be-

ginn!ng to refer to as "the fourth grade slump." For some 
kids, the declining interest in reading reflects an overall de­
clining interest in school. The National Assessment of Ed­
ucation Progress, also known as the Nation's Report Card, . 
supports these findings. 

One reading -expert believes part of the problern has 
to do with why children read. Younger children are sim-_ 
ply learning to read. However, as kids grow older, they be­
gin to have to read in order to learn. The materiaralso be­
comes more difficult. The reading fourth graders have to 
do requires them tothink more in order to understand and 
grasp the content. That can make a difference in attitude as 
well as in the degree to which children apply themselves. 
(Most adults know the feeling of reading something you 
have to as opposed to reading something you want to.) 

Some educators blame standardized tests for the trend. 
Pressure to perform well forces preparation that burns kids 
out on reading and on school. Others point to video games, 
organized sports and other extracurricular qCtivities as the 
culprit. School interferes with these and many times ends 
up taking a back seat. 

Parents can help counter the fourth grade slump to 
some extent by helping their children learn to love to read 
and by encouraging them to develop and maintain good 
reading habits.-David Garrard 
Family Forum writers are: 
Oavid Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist 

Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org. 
James Sti//we/1, minister to singles at lmmanuel Baptist Church 

in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex.org. 
Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in 

Louisvil/e. E-mail: dr. vincent@insightbb. com. 
Scott Wigginton, associate professor of pastoral ministries and 

counseling at Campbellsville University. E-mail: sewiggint(Jn 
@campbellsville.edu. 

Send questions for Fami/y Forum to Western Recorder, Box 
43969, Lbuisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net. 
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Facing tragedy: From rnum·bness to:=:action 
Paducah. Jonesboro. Columbine. West Nickel Mines. derous tampage has been unleashed at Co lumbirre 

And nowVirginia Tech. High School in Littleton, Colo. Like similar tragedies 
_ "Numb" is the overriding feeling that surfaces as I in Kentucky, Mississippi and elsewhere, one troubling 

ponder the mass killings last week in Blacks- question remains: Why? ... 
burg, Va. Yes, shock, grief and anger also are "As Arnericans struggle through the after-
part of the painful emotional mix, especial- math of another national nightmare, Psalm 
ly for .those most directly affected by the na- 34:14 counsels readers to 'seek peace and pur-
tion's latest shooting rampage. sue it.' Peace is more than the absence ofvi-

But for those of us who gaze in disbelief olence; it is the active pursuit of justice and 
from a distance, there's a sense of numb- goodwilL 
ness that 32 innocent victims were gunned "May true peace come soon to our fami-
down by a troubled killer who also took liis lies, schools and nation. And may we never 
own life. It's hard to grasp the magnitude of again need to say, 'Never again.'" 
dozens of grieving families and thousands of , Sept. 21, 1999: "Tragedy struck- again. 
devastated friends, neighbors and co-work- Just 12 hours after students concluded their 
ers seeldng to come to terms with the sense- Trennis Henderson prayers at 'See You at the Pole,' a gurrman in-
less slaughter ofbright, enthusiastic students terrupted a post-pole rally at Wedgwood Bap-
and faculty members. _ tist Church in Fort Worth, Texas. Within minutes, four 

Of course, we all remernher the sense of national teenagers, two seminary students, a seminary gradu­
shock and outrage that accompanied the notorious ate and the gurrman were dead . ... 
Columbine mass murders. Most of us likely sat glued "This wasn't supposed ' to happen again- not in a 
to our TVs for hours, trying to absoi:b every little detail church, not at an event related to 'See You at the Pole,' 
and make some sense ofit all. not anywhere. But it did. -

But as the list of school shootings has grown, shock "And the same questions come rushing back. And 
has given way to a weary sense ofresignation. Remem- the same fears erupt. And the samefutile attempts at 

· ber Bethel, Alaska; Pearl, Miss.; Springfield, Ore.; Savan- answers fall far short. 
nah, Ga.; Santee, Calif.; or Red Lake, Minn.? Those are "We continue to live in an age_ of rage. We long to 
the sites of half a dozen deadly school shootings in re- protect our children. Yet we also pray for them to take 
cent years that left 18 people dead and more than 40 authentic.stands for:Christ. ' . ' 11~ ·;~_ -. ,,:",r,:.~~~ ,;:, ,

0

~: 
others wounded. Yet the reports all begin to run to- "That leaves only one clear answer for Christians 
gether after a while. Numbness. · seeking to stand firm amid a world of chaos: 'On 

As I struggled to put the latest tragedy into per- Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; all other ground is sink­
spective, I looked bade on past editorials about similar ing sand."' 
events. A couple ofthose refiections include: Pray fervently for the grieving families and frierids 

· April29, 1999: "Late last month, people throughout struggling to cope with the Virginia Tech tragedy. We 
Jonesboro and Arkansas paused to solemnly observe must continue to say never again- again and again. We 
the first anniversary of the Westside Middle School must not settle for numbness. 
massacre. Amid the lingering grief, one.-g1immer of.,· 4~ The;.:memuryoof.tltos~--wbo were bruttd~ •~l!etlol 

hope was that other communities coufd 'b~spared ... 'fast we'el<'ifeserves! btl.t sil'Ock and ~Pi~ '~l'itl ~'ij~ä~"-~ 
such a senseless attack. ... and a fresh determination to make a positive spiritual 

"It seems . almost beyond beliefthat another mur- impact in the lives of those around us. 

More than a tragedy-the evil in Blacksburg ammunition he needed to conduct a 
campus massacre. 

By David Gushee 
Jac.kson, Tenn. (ABP)-The gro­

tesquely evil act that occurred ~ast 
week at Virginia Tech challenges the 
imagination's capacity to respond. I 

least as compelling as any psycholog- The wealmesses that were re­
ic~l qiagnosis ._,Thatj_s , t,h~:;)anguage .. vealed aboutVirginia Tech were not 
of,theßemonic, of ~ark sup_er:nat.-n~}J-niqu,e<:J"G:-ampuses are open spaces 
ural forces that .,purpose to .seduce ,, ~t\J ~dless bui}qil\gs, p~rn. ifJt>J:jl'S oT 
·pepple away from goodness and · and young faces · milling:1abput;, ,' 

cannot say that I have 
some kind of compre­
hensive analysis to of­

COMMENTARY 
God and toward mor- Arnerican universities reflect the 
al and spiritual dark- openness of our society. At least, 
ness. I wonder if one they did untillast week. 

fer. I would lilee to say a few things, 
though, from my perspective as a 
college professor. 

Let's begirr by naming this as an · 
act, and not just a "tragedy." It was 
a product of a young adult's human 
choices, an act ofwill,·a decision in­
volving premeditation, planning 
and determination. It was not like a 
tornado or a hurricane. A human be­
ing decided to conduct a massacre, 
and he did so. 

This act of human will should 
be described as wicked. It involved 
the descent of a person into evil. 
Murder is objectively evil. Whatev­
er we might say about the psycho­
logical wellsprings of this action, it 
was wicked. It was sin, on the gross­
est scale. 

This is not to say that we should 
dismiss evidence ofCho Seung-Hui's 
psychological maladies. Nor does it 
mean that pity toward a siele young 
man is inappropriate. Whatever di­
agnostic category one might em­
ploy, Cho clearly was not weiL But 
we give away too much ground mor­
ally when we treat evil acts as entire­
ly the product of psychosis. or men­
tal illness. 

The Christian tradition has an­
cient language available that is at 

can really improve on the explana- The fact that Cho was not re­
tion the church would once have of- moved from school despite the man­
fered: Cho gave hirnself over to Satan ifest warning signs point to huge 
and to evil. but familiar problems. Ccmfidenti-

The pictures -of Cho ·in his sick ality requirement~toften keep ·a uni- ·~ 
Captain Commando get-up remind · versity ·and its employees 'fröm ·hav­
us that however psychotic or demon- ing and sharing the full range of in~ 
ic, _no one gets their scripts for doing forination about their own students. 
evil out of nowhere. Cho's writings (Plus, parents are kept out of the 
indicate his sympathy for the Col- loop.) Psychological services on most 
umbine killers. His tough-guy, two- college campuses are pretty thin. 

. gun, ammo-toting persona seems Health coverage for psychological 
.drawn either from Columbine or needs is spotty all across our.nation. 
from some of the kinds of movies Lawsuit threats discourage active irr­
that inspired Columbine killers Eric tervention with troubled students 
Harris and Dylan Klebold. unless absolutely necessary. 

One really doesn't have to go very Colleges- large ones, especially-
far i'nto the "weekend" section ofthe are vast repositories of young, vola­
newspaper to find plenty of materi- tile human beings. _As it seems that 
al that someone like Cho could find nearly everyone goes to college these 
inspiring. Are we really surprised - da'ys,' these schools are just a cross­
that a certain tiny slice of the pop- .. section of the populatiqn at any giv~ 
ulation goes into . buildings armed en time. Young people ne~d identity, · 
to the teeth and ready to kill people self-este'em, COffii\1\lllity and 'in~an­
when our own entertainment 'chöic- ing. I would say that they, and all 
es depict people doing exactly 'the of us, need God. Cho lacked any of 
same thing? these. And so he bought his guns 

Then of course there is the issue and strapped on his vest and wentto 
of America's inability or unw'illing" Work on. killing people last week in 
ness to arrive at laws that would pre- Blacksburg. 
vent people like Cho from walking David Gushee is a professoiot moral 
into a gun shop and walking out a philosophy at Union University in Jackson, 
short while later with the guns and Tenn. 
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Evangelical 
Ieaders ponder 
root of campus 
sbootings 

Washington (RNS)­
Several prominent 
evangelicalleaders 
conducted some public 
soul-searching April 
18 as they searched for 
answers to last week's 
mass killing of32 
students and faculty 
members at Virginia 
Tech in Blacksburg, Va. 

"The Bible says 
'mourn with those 
who mourn' and 
thus we do," said 
Richard Cizik, the 
National Association 
ofEvangelicals' 
vice president for 
governmental affairs. 
"We don't und erstand. 
Indeed, we ask why. 
But we know that evil 
is. And we understand 
free will, even if, on this 
April morning, we curse 
free will." 

"One ofthe tragedies 
in our culture isthat 

. people try to deny 
evil," saidjanice Shaw 
Crouse of Concerned 
Women for America. 
"They think there's 
a human solution to 
any problem. Scripture 
teaches us that there is 
an evil one and he does 
·Mve power." 

,. Cizil< saia many 
Americans seeking 
to make sense of the 
shootings willlook to 
psychology or sociology 
for answers. "We as 
Christians say that 
tragedies happen when 
sin reigns," Cizik said. 

Other speakers 
said Christians, 
and evangelicals in 
particular, are partially 
to blame for failing to 
reach young Americans. 

Bisbop Harry 
Jackson, a Maryland 
megachurch pastor, 
said, "The evangelical 
Christian movement 
has been guilty in 
recent years of telling 
everybody what we're 
against so that we've 
failed to present the 
hope ofthe gospel." 

"We're expecting 
(young people) to adjust 
to us when often they 
have no context for 
that," said Barrett Duke, 
the Southern Baptist 
Ethics & Religious . 
Liberty Comission's vice 
president for public 
policy. ''The church 
should stop telling 
teenagers" to come to 
them and start "to get 
to where the kids are." 

Camp·us ministers aid Va. Tech 
students in wake of shootings 
Continued from page 1 
center in search of solace. 

Area pastors were on the scene 
too, bringing a sense of calm to a 
chaotic time. Tommy McDearis, pas­
tor of Blacksburg Baptist Church, 
who is also chaplain of the local po­
lice force, spent much of the day at 
the hospital. The church is located 
directly across the street from the 
Tech campus, and has served as the 
church home for generations ofHok­
ie students, faculty members and ad­
ministrators . 

When it was time for the prayer 
sefvice to begin, students began 
to drift in, in groups of twos and 
threes. The first question on near­
ly everyone's lips was ·"Is anybody 
missing?" 

Most of the students had spent a 
large part of the day tracking down 
friends and acquaintances mal<ing . 
sure they were all right. Some stu­
dents spoke of how difficult it will 
be to return to dass and how their 
sense of security has been destroyed. 

Students, faculty and their [ami­
lies gathered on the campus of Vir­
ginia Tech the next day for a public 
convocation. 

President Bush and his wife, Lau­
ra, .attended the convocation at Cas­
sell Coliseum "with hearts full of 
sorrow" on "a day of sadness for our 
entire nation." 

"Across the town of Blacksburg 
and in towns all across America, 
houses of worship from every faith 
have opened their doors and have 
lifted you up in prayer," Bush said. 
"People who have never met you are 
praying for you; they're praying for 
your friends who have fallen and 
who are injured. There's a power in 
these prayers, real power. 

"In times like this, we can find 
comfort in the grace and guidance 
of a loving God," Bush added. "As 
the Scriptures teil us, 'Don't be over-

come by evil, but overcome evil with 
good."' 

The Virginia Tech "family also 
heard from Gov. Tim Kaiile, universi­
ty President Charles Steger and rep­
resentatives from the Muslim, Bud~ 
dhist, Jewish and Christian commu­
nities on campus. The thousands in 
attendance at the coliseum and in 
overflow seating at the football sta­
dium recited the Lord's Prayer and 
closed with emotional ch~nts ofthe 
school cheer "Let's go, Hokies." 

In an e-mail circulated to Soutb­
ern Baptist collegiate ministers April 
17, Cool< wrote, "We have been over­
whelmed by the support and prayers 
of our campus ministry family 
around the nation .... We are doing 
all we can here to help students walk 
through the first steps of grief." 

Frank Page, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, ex­
pressed his "deepest concern and 
prayer support for the students and 
faculty ofVirginia Tech as weil as for 
the townspeople." 

Three days after the shootings, 
Appleton issued a call for Southern 
Baptists across the country to keep 
up their prayer efforts for those af­
fected by the tragedy even as· the in­
tense concern for. the victims starts 
to subside. 

"This is going to be a long-term 
thing," he said. "People are getting 
over the initial shock, but there's 
some stuff that's going to be dealt 
with for a long time here. 

"Students are going to have to 
start going back to dass, and that's 
going to feel a lot different," Apple­
ton added. "The whole atmosphere 
in this town feels different. That's 
hard to describe to people. That's go­
ing to take some healing, and the op­
portunity for ministry is going tobe 
great." 
Compiled from reporting by Associated 
Baptist Press and Baptist Press 
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At· least six students with Baptist 
ties among 32 shooting victims 

Richmond, Va. (ABP)-At least six 
of the students killed in the April 
16 massacre at Virginia Tech, in­
cluding one former Kentuckian, 
had ties to Baptist churches. 

Among the shooting victims: 
Brian Bluhm, 25, a graduate 

of duPont Manual High School 
in Louisville, was active in Baptist 
campus ministry at Virginia Tech 
and attended Btacksburg Baptist 
Church, adjacent to the campus. 
Bluhm, who received an under­
graduate degree in civil engineer­
ing, was weeks away from earning 
his master's degree. 

Bluhm's döse friend, Michael 
Marshall, said itwas Bluhm's faith 
and work with the Baptist college 
ministry that Bluhm loved most. 
"Brian was a Christian," Marshall 
said, "and first and foremost that's 
what he would want tobe remem-· 
bered as." 

Austin Ooyd, 18, was a fresh­
man majoring in · internation­
al st1ldies and French. Cloyd, 
who attended Blacksburg Baptist 
Church, moved with her family 
from Champaign, Ill., to Blacks­
burg in 2005. 

Terry Harter, Cloyd's former 
pastor, said she was so inspired by 
an Appalachian service project to 
help rehabilitate homes that she 
and her mother started a similar 
program in Illinois. 

.caitlin Hammaren, 19, also at­
tended Blacksburg Baptist Church. 

She was a sophomore majoring in 
international studies and French,. 

"She was just one of the most 
outstanding young individuals 
that I've had the privilege ofwork­
ing with in my 31 years as an edu­
cator," said John Latini, principal 
of Minisink Valley High School, 
where she graduated in 2005. 

Rachael Hili, 18, of Richmond, 
Va., was a freshman"studying biol­
ogy. She graduated from Grove Av­
enue Christian School, which is af­
filiated with Grove Avenue Baptist 
Church in Richmond. 

"Rachael was a very bright, 
articulate, intelligent, beautiful, 
confident, poised yo"ung woman," 
said Clay Fogler, administrator for 
the Grove Avenue school. 

jarrett Lane, 22, from Narrows, 
Va., was a senior majoring-in civ­
il engineering. He was a mem­
ber ofFirst Baptist Church ofNar­
rows, Va. 

Lane's brother-in-law, Daniel 
Farrell, said Lane "had a caring 
heart and was a friend to everyone 
he met. We are leaning on God's 
grace in these trying hours." 

Nicole White, 20, ofCarrollton, 
Va., was ajunior majoring in inter­
national studies and German. She 
was a member ofNansemond Riv­
er Baptist Church in Suffoll<. Va .. 

Laurie Guiffre noted that she 
had grown up with White, re­
membering her as a person of 
great character. 

... atlheNEXT LEVEL 
Ministry Training Event 

with Richard Blackaby 

May 1, 2007 
@ Broadway Baptist Church 

in Lexington, KY 
IOAM-3 PM 

$20 which includes a book; materials, and lunch. 

For additional information, 
please call (502) 489-3335 or toll-free (866) 489-3335 

or email Jenny.Byrd@kybaptist.org 

Register on-line at: 
www .kybaptist.org!nextlevel 

Sponsored by Church Development Team, 
French B. Harmon, Team Leader 
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Blessed by the silence 
Camp otters apportunilies tor 
quiet times to think & pray 

ministry. 
Also, during the quiet times, you 

really have time to think, pray and 
just talk to God. I think the bless­
ing of "quiet" is something we val­

Over the past week our family 
experienced something that was 
quite strange. My wife, 
Tera, and Alex, our 13-
year-old, went to eleve­
land for a mission trip 
while Kelly, Maritess and 
Jonathan went to Pa­
ducah to stay with my 
parents. As you can fig­
ure out, I was left behind 
towork. 

We typically try to tal{e 
a vacation over spring 

ue very little in today's 
world. As we read from he­
roes of the faith from just 
a century or two ago, you 
can see that tim es of quiet 
were very regular in their 
li\res. I think if we could 
ask them right now, they 
would say that the quiet 
times were imperative to 
.their existence and walk 
withGod. 

break, but Alex was cer- David Me/her Now enter camp and 
retreats. As we schedule tain that he wanted to go 

on the mission trip and 
Tera and I felt that we should sup­
port his desire. The need for an ad­
ditional "mom" chaperone necessi­
tated Tera's involvement. 

With all my family away, life 
was incredibly different. The house 
was very quiet, laundry only had to 
be done once and l never had to go 
to the grocery. Imagine ·the differ­
ence from a normal week with a 
family of six: Laundry is done al­
most every day, we visit a grocery 
almost every day, and noise, well 
let's just say the house generates a 
little more noise. 

I certainly missed my family in 
a great way·and I realized how sad 
I would be to live alone. I did think 
a· great deal this week about camp 

these events for thousands 
of students each summer, we do 
have quiet times in their daily rou­
tines. I don't 1mow if it is enough, 
but after this last week I think it 
needs to be more. We have such 
great assets that provide opportuni­
ty for silence at Cedarmore and Jon­
athan Creek 

As you go about your day, try 
to spend just a few minutes some­
where completely quiet; it is my 
guess that you will be blessed by 
the silence. 

David Melber is president of Kentucky · 
Baptist Assemblies. Gonfact him at 
Box 99918, Louisville, KY 42069-0918; 
phone (502) 491-7000. 

FuLL TIME AND BI-VOCATIONAL MINISTERS 

Earn your 
Master of Theology Degree 

from Campbellsville University. 

I ~ (. I 

Choose From Two Locations: 
Northern Kentucky/Greater Cincinnati Area 

Louisville Metro Area 

New classes 
are scheduled to begin May 1st 

• Accelerated programs •Ciasses meet one night a week 

•Designed for the working adult ecomplete in as little as 24 months 

Louisville Center also offers a B.S. in Pastoral Ministries 
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For Heaven's Sake 

I KNoW MANY OF YoU 
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END TIME 

Bible Crosswords 
Across 
1 "Sacrifice ... ____ of turtle-

doves" (Luke 2:24) 
(2 words) 

5 Bashful 
7 "(David) feigned himself _" 

(1 Samuel 21 :13) 
10 "Sword of the Spirit, .. . the _ 

of God" (Ephesians 6:17) 
11 Also known as, abbr. 
12 Information 
13 "Ye do _, not knowing the 

scriptures" (Matthew 22:29) 
· 14 Tripie Sugar Iran agar, abbr. 

15 Male singing voice 
16 Jewish scriptures 
18 "Neither shall the cruse of 

fail" (1 Kings 17:14) 
19 "Be it unto _ according to thy 

ward" (Luke 1 :38) 
21 " unto them lhat call evil 

good" (lsaiah 5:20) 
22 "The staff of his _ was like a 

weaver's beam" (1 Samuel17:7) 
24 "A thousand shall fall_ thy 

side" (Psalm 91 :7) 
26 To fill with joy 
28 "Though he slay me, _ will I 

trust in him" (Job 13:15) 
30 "_and feather him!" 
32 "Sharper than any two-edged 

_ .. (Hebrews 4:12) 
34Abeaver_ 
36 "Shut the doors, and _ them" 

(Nehemiah 7:3) 
38 Accomplish 
40 "_weapon that is formed . 

against thee'' (lsaiah 54:17) 
42 Motion picture 
44 "Cain ... dwelt in the land of 

_"(Genesis 4:16) 
46 "Where two _ three are gath­

ered" (Matthew 18:20) 
48 Flying mammal 

Last week's solution 

© 1999 Barbour Publishing 

49 Southern Israeli desert 
51 Regulation decreed by a church 

· council 
53 Animal pelt 
54 Motorized coach 
56 "Soul of Jonathan was _ with 

... David" (1 Samuel18:1) 
57 "Cast him into the bottomless 

_ .. (Revelation 20:3) 
58 "(Samson) _not that the Lord 

was departed" (Judges 16:20) 
59 "The trees of the Lord are full of 

_"(Psalm 104:16) 
60 "Held in with __ and bridle'; 

(Psalm 32:9) 
61 Trivial 

Down 
1 "Stand in __ , and sin not" 

(Psalm 4:4) 
2 Nauticalleft side 
3 "For the __ , that flieth by day" 

(Psalm 91 :5) 
4 A part of the psyche 
5 Schuss 
6 "He (the horse) saith among the 

trumpets, _ " (Job 39:25) · 
7 "What is _, that thou art mind-

ful of him?" (Psalm 8:4) 
8 Elementary particle 
9 Has courage 
11 Ginder 
12 "That he would not to 

come" (Acts 9:38) 
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Doug Marlette 

Mike Morgan 

John Thornberg 

14 Chinese Ounces 
15 " __ them about thy neck" 

(Proverbs 6:21) 
17 'The loving hind and pleasant 

_ ._ .. (Proverbs 5:19) 
18 Musical drama 
20 A large tub 
22 A furnace 
23 "Though they be_like crim­

son" (lsaiah 1 :18) 
25 Small flap 
27 "Their laying _was known of 

Saul" (Acts 9:24) 
29 Light brown 
31 lsaac's replacement on the altar 
33 Restaurant 
35 Unruly throng 
37 Mechanical monster 
39 Piece of timber 
41 "Defence shall be the munitions 

of _" (lsaiah 33:16) 
43 Mover's truck 
45 Shortfall 
47 A genus of frogs 
49 "A tough __ to crack" 
50"Pike's Peak or_!" 
52 "_in the bud" 
53 "Men of war __ for the battle" 

(1 Chronicles 12:8) 
55Apig_ 
57 3.14, the ratio of a circle's cir­

cumference to its diameter 
58 " beseech thee" 
- (Psalm 80:14) 
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Seminary steeple is testimony 
to city's post-Katrina recovery 
By Gary Myers Stretching 170 feet above the New 
Baptist Press Orleans Seminary campus .arid visi-

New Orleans (BP)-The steeple that ble from points thropghout the city, 
served as a beacon ofhope in the city the steeple gives tes1\imony that the 
of New Orleans following Hurricane city is slowly recover~g. 
Katrina once again graces the top The new steeple isjan exact visual 
of New Orleans Baptist Theological replica of the original steeple which 
Seminary's Leavell Chapel. was patterned after ;,the steeple of 

NEW STEEPlE Workers 
lower the first ·section of 

Workers from Kentucky-based the first Baptist chur~h in America, 
Campbellsville Industries complet- First Baptist Church ·:of Providence, 
ed the installation of the new stee- R.I. The internal design, however, 
ple on March 29, 19 months to the is much stronger than the or1ginal. 
day after Hurricane Katrina. The It features an improved structure 
three-day installation process culmi- which meets Louisiana's post-Ka­
nated with the placement of the 46- trina wind load Standards. a new, stronger steeple 

into place at New Orleans 
Seminary's Leavell Chapel, 
replacing the original one 
that was weakened du ring 
Hurricane Katrina. (BP 
photo by Boyd Guy) 

foot spire, and a small crowd of sem- Workers also repaired the stee­
inary students, professors and staff ple's broken dock, which stopped 
members cheered as the crane op- working years ago, and replaced the 
erator gently eased the last section broken carillon. 
into place. · Before the spire was added atop 

In the days after Hurricane Ka- the other steeple sections, Kelley 
trina, seminary offleials worked dil- inscribed the interior with a short 
igently to restore power and illumi- note that described the steeple's in­
nate the steeple. Their desire was to creased significance. 
offer a symbol of hope in a hurting "After Katrina, the only light be­
city. In October 2005, the illuminat- tween downtown N.O. and Slidell 
ed steeple provided the lone point of was this steeple," Kelley wrote. "May 
light in a sea of darkness- the only it ever be a beacon 9f hope! Jeremi-
light for miles. ah 29:11." 

While the aluminum-dad steeple The steeple's return marked a 
s_uffered only minor external dam- symbolic condusion to the semi­
age, Katrina weakened the internal nary's reconstruction efforts since 
steel structure. Last July, seminary Katrina. The campus is once again 
offleials opted to remove the steeple full of life and most of the restora­
and replace it with a new one. tion projects are complete or near-

"During the darkest hours in the ing completion. In most cases, sem­
aftermath ofHurricane Katrina, the inary offleials chose to make signifi­
steeple shining in the night was a cant upgrades on campus. 
~e~ony~J>9J?B. C\b.I1IlliP~& tl_!a_!~s>.<L. ~"Th.e reconstruction pr_oc~_ss h~s 
bad a future for us," seminacy Presi~ just been a miracle of God," Kelley 
dent Chuck Kelley said. "To have that said. "We have been able not sim­
steeple back in place shining in the ply to repair what was broken, but 
night once again is a reaffirmation to improve the entire campus along 
that that future has started." the way." 

Meet the dass of 2007, part 5 
Friends, honeybuns 8t f!X.I(a,. work hoqrs '.' life:'yY11en the hext' n;tornin_g came,_ I realized. no 
a/1 part of Mindy's Onelila experience' . matter how much crym~ I dld, nothmg was gomg 

to change .... I was defimtely not used to the dorm 
"Disrespectful, talks back, aggravates her environment, but after a few months, I started to 

brother, and she does not want to come to Onei- get used to it. As bad as it sounds, when I went 
da, but the choice is not up to her." home for the breaks, I missed this place. It was be-

This is some of what the mother of a future . coming my home more and more every day. Af. 
Oneida student-who for the pu[poses oftbis arti- ter my first two years, my mom told me I could 
cle we'll call "Mindy"- told us during a phone in- stay home ifl wanted to. But I thought ifl stayed 
tervi~w in 2002. at Oneida the relationship between my niother 

Eighth-grader Mindy and her moth- ~ -and me would be fine, and continue to 
er were not getting along. Even though get better, which is why I am still here 
Mindy's m.om said Mindy did not have today .... I had Mr. Kendrick for almost 
a choice about attending Oneida, we three years . .. . He is the most patient 
explained our policy never to enroll a teacher I have ever had. He taught me 
child unless he or she agrees. Twoweeks more than just pre-algebra, he taught 
later, a second phone call came inform- me that kindness and patience are 
ing us that Mindy had changed her the keys to success. He just stands out 
mind and now wanted to come. During among all my other teachers . ... Being 
my interview with Mindy, I asked her if in chapel every school day and having 
she did, in fact, want to come or if her W.F. Underwood Mr. Spencer's Bible dass have opened 
mother was forcing her. Mindy replied · up new things to me. I learned things 
that on a scale of1 to 10-10 indicating she really about God I had never known before .... I believe 
wanted tobe here-her desirewas at a 9. in God and His word. I am not perfect, but Jesus 

Here is part of Mindy's "My Oneida Experi- was. There is still a lot r need to change and I'm 
ence" senior essay: working on it. ; 

"Before I came to qrieida, the relationship my "All of us graduating are going to cry .... I know 
mom and I had' wasn't exactly 'what you would we will 'miss our friends ." Mindy wrote that she 
call 'petfeCt.' We were totally different and we even would miss the extra hours of work she oc­
never saw eye-to-eye. We could not agree on any- casionally received as punishment, and the con­
thing. Most ofmy friends were bad news, but me stant diet ofhoneybuns on campus. 
being a stubborn teenager, I didn't realize that. ... "What is the most important thing I think I 
The reason I came to Oneida was because ofmy at- have learned here? Responsibility and respect! 
titude. I didn't grow up with a dad, and they say You have tobe responsible, no matter where you 
that dads are the ones who discipline themost. _ go and respect is a IJ:!ajor factor in life. I just can't 

"I thought i 'was a peifect little .angel and 1. believe we've made it and we're graduating." 
couldn't do anything wröng. but little did 'I know Wf Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
how wrong I was . ... I'll never forget the night be- Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida 
fore I came here. I had never cried so hard in my school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool. org 
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Our new president 
Oonnie.Fox elected new 
president of Clear Creek 

On April17, Clear Creektrustees 
unanimously elected Donnie Fox, 
dean ofinstitutional advancement, 
as the new president. 

Like his father, Donnie is a Clear 
Creek graduate. His dad servea 
many years as assistant to for­
mer president Dennis Al­
dridge. This legacy has 
helped create strong ties 
for Donnie · with fellow 
alumni. In his current 
role in resource develop­
ment, he has demonstrat­
ed the commitment and 
hard work needed to move 
the college forward. 

ry. "I brought Donnie to campus at 
age three; our parents had already 
moved from St. Louis," Jack said. 
"Donnie came with a black and 
swollen eye, where he had stuck 
an arrow during play. Over the 
years he's had his eyes opened; I'm 
thankful for God's working." 

In addition to the election, 
trustees approved changes in the 

"The trustees are confi­
dent that Donnie Fox will 
perform the duties as the 

Bill Whittaker 

bylaws regarding board 
membership. "The board 
shall have 32 members; 
of these, 24 must be Ken­
tucky members, and up 
to eight may be out-of­
state.'' In recent years 
the board has had few­
er than eight out-of-state 
members, but could not 
add additional Kentucky 
members. 

next president of Clear Creek and 
will do so in an exemplary man­
ner as he assumes the heim of the 
college during the new days," said 
trustee chair Tim Langford. 

"It is truly an honor to follow 
God's call to lead His college," Don­
nie said. "I look forward to follow­
ing God's leadership and build 
upon the legacy that others have 
left over the last 80 years." 

Donnie's brother, Jack, is a trust­
ee from St. Matthews Baptist in 
Louisville. Jack excused hirnself 
from the board discussion but af­
ter the_ vote added a faniily memo-

The 2007-08 budget to­
taling $3,216,404 was approved, re­
flecting a 4 percent increase over 
lastyear, but is lower than 2005-06. 
No in!,:rease was made in rent or tu­
ition; the plan includes a 3.5 per­
cent cost-of-living increase for fac­
ulty and staff. The budget provides 
for an additional faculty member. 

Your prayers and support are 
needed for president-elect Fox and 
the bright days ahead for Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
KY 40977; (606) 337-3196 
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Partial-birth abortion ban 
Supreme Court votes 5-4 to uphold law 
restricting late-term abortion procedure 
By Tom Strode 
Baptist Press 

Washington (BP)-The U.S. Su­
preme Court narrowly upheld a fed­
eral ban on partial-birth abortion 
April 18, delivering an important 
victory for pro-life supporters. 

The high court's 5-4 decision re­
versed rulings by two federal appeals 
courts and affirmed the Partial-birth 
Abortion Ban Act, marking the first 
judicially approved restriction on a 
specific procedure since the justices 
legalized abortion in 1973. 

Chief Justice John Robertsjoined 
Associate Justices Antonin Scalia, 
Anthony Kennedy, Clarence Thom­
as and Samuel Alito in the majority. 
Kennedy, who affirmed the court's 
1973 Roe v. Wade decision in a cru­
cial 1992 ruling. wrote in the major­
ity opinion that the ban does not in­
fringe on the right to abortion de­
clared previously by the high court, 
meaning Roe remains in effect. He 
said the ban is not vague and does 
not impose "an undue burden on a 
woman's right to abortion." 

AssociateJustice Ruth Bader Gins­
burg sharply disagreed . in her dis­
sent, calling the decision a retreat 
from previous rulings. She said the 
opinion was "alarming," and she de­
scribed as "irrational" the idea the 
law advanced a "legitimate govern­
mental interest." Associate Justices 
John Paul Stevens. David Souter and 
Stephen Breyer joined Ginsburg in 
the minority. 

Bush affirms court ruling 
President Bush, who nominated 

Roberts and Alito to the high court, 
said he was pleased with the rul­
ing, calling it an "affirmation ofthe 
progress we have made over the past 
six years in protecting human digni­
ty and upholding the sanctity oflife. 
We will continue to work for the day 
when every child is welcomed in life 
and protected in law." 

The stark contrasts on the court 
were mirrored in the reactions of 
pro-life and pro-choice advocates. 

"This is a great day for justice. 
This is a great day-for the unborn. 
And this is a great day for America," 
said Richard Land, president of the 
Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission. 

The Southern Baptist Convention 
adopted resolutions condemning 
the partial-birth procedure in both 

1996 and 2002 .. 
The Susan B. Anthony List, which 

seeks to help elect pro-life warnen to 
Congress. called the ruling a "water­
shed moment for the pro-life move­
ment." The organization's statement 
said the decision "willlikely inspire 
increased support for more com­
mon-sense restrictions on abortion 
across the country." 

Rep. Chris Smith, R.-N.J., a con­
gressional pro-life Ieader. said, "Fi­
nally, the high court has found its 
voice and used its authority to de­
fend helpless children and their 
vulnerable mothers from the vio­
lence of abortion. Scrutiny must be 
brought to bear on the methods of 
abortion. The discussion of partial­
birth abortion begins that process." 

Meanwhile, abortion-rights orga­
nizations criticized the decision. 

Americans "should be absolutely 
outraged by this unprecedented and 
dangeraus intrusion into the private 
relationship between a woman and 
her doctor," said Joan Malin, presi­
dent of Planned Parenthood. of New 
York City. "Planned Parenthood will 
comply with the law. But our doors 
arenot closed." 

Leaders on both sides of the is­
sue agreed the decision demon­
strated one thing-elections have 
consequences. Bush's re-election in 
2004 enabled him to nominate Rob­
erts to replace the late Chief Justice 
William Rehnquist and Alito to take 
the seat of Associate Justice Sandra 
Day O'Connor upon her retirement. 
bothin 2005. Alito's presence on the 
court made the difference in the rul­
ing, since O'Connor had voted to 
strike down a similar state law in a 
5-4 decision in 2000. 

"Today's decision shows Bush's 
appointees have moved the court 
in a direction that could further 
undermine Roe v. Wade and protec­
tions for women's health," said Nan­
cy Keenan, president of NARAL Pro­
choice America. "We need to elect 
more pro-choice members of Con­
gress and a president who will stand 
up for-not attack-<>ur fundamental 
values offreedom and privacy." 

Land said, "Thank God for Presi­
dent Bush, and thank God for Chief 
Justice John Roberts and Associate 
Justice Samuel Alito. 

. "lf Al Gore or John Kerry ... 
had made the nominations to re­
place the late Chief Justice William 

RULING RESPONSE Pro-fite supporters pray in frontot the U.S. Supreme Court at­
ter the court voted 5-4 to uphold the Partial-birth Abortion Ban Act April 18. (RNS/ 
Reuters photo byJim Young) 

Rehnquist and retired Associate Jus­
tice Sandra Day O'Connor, then this 
monstrous partial-birth abortion 
procedure would have likely been 
upheld by the highest court as con­
stitutional in the land in a 6-3 vote, 
rather than being struckdown 5-4," 
Landadded. 

Congress approved the Partial­
birth Abortion Ban Act in 2003 with 
a 64-34 vote in the Senate and a 281-
142 vote in the House of Represen­
tatives. Congress had twice adopt­
ed partial-birth abortion bans in the 
1990s only to have President Clinton 
veto them. In both 1996 and 1998, 
the House achieved the two-thirds 
majorities necessary to override ve­
toes, but the Senatefell short. 

After Bush signed the bill into 
law in November 2003, abortion 
rights organizations quickly chal­
lenged it in three courts and blocked 
its enforcement. 

Opinion cites government interest 
In his opinion, Kennedy said the 

high court had previously found 
that the government has an inter­
est in protecting unborn life. He als.o 
said there are other abortion meth­
ods doctors can use instead of the 
partial-birth procedure. 

It is clear that a primary assump­
tion in the 1992 Caseyv. Planned Par­
enthood decision- "that the govern­
ment has a legitimate and substan­
tial interest in preserving and pro­
moting fetal life-would be repudi­
ated were the Court now to affirm 

· the judgments of the Courts of Ap-

peals," Kennedy wrote. The Casey 
opinion reasserted the Roe opinion 
legalizing abortion while upholding 
a state's authority to enact some re­
strictions. 

"Where it has a rational basis to 
act, and it does not impose an undue 
burden, the State may use its regula­
tory power to bar certain procedures 
and substitute others, all in further­
ance of its legitimate interests in 
regulating the medical profession 
in order to promote respect for life, 
including life of the unborn," he 
wrote. - . ' r ' 

Ginsburg acknowledged that the 
decision "does not go sofaras to dis­
card Roe or Casey," but it is "hardly 
faithful" to principles spelled out by 
the high court in the past. "Congress 
imposed a ban despite our clear pri­
or holdings that the State cannot 
proscribe an abortion procedure 
when its use is necessary to protect a 
woman's health," she wrote. 

"In candor, the Act. and the 
Court's defense of it, cannot be un­
derstood as anything other than 
an effort to chip away at a right 
dedared again and again by this 
Court-and with increasing compre­
hension of its centrality to women's 
Jives,'' Ginsburg added. 

In addition to joining the ma­
jority opinion, Thomas and Scalia 
agreed on a brief concurring opin­
ion. Thomas said he wrote the con­
currence "to reiterate my view that 
the Court's abortion jurisprudence, 
including (Roe and Casey), has no ba­
sis in the Constitution." 

Three Christian workers murdered in Turkey by group of Muslim extremists 
lstanbul (BP)-In. a gruesome assault 

against Turkey's tiny Christian commu­
nity, five young Muslim Turks entered a 
Christian publishing office in the south­
eastern province of Malatya April 18 and 
slit the throats of three Protestant Chris­
tians. 

"We did this for our country," an iden­
tical note in the pockets of all five young 
men read, Channel D television station re­
ported. "They are attacking our religion." 

According to Zirve Publishing's gen­
eral manager, Hamza Ozant, the com­
pany's Malatya staff had received death 
threats in recent months. All three of the 
men worked in the office and attended 
the local 30-member Kurtulus Protestant 
Church that Aydin served as pastor. 

shown simultaneously on several TV chan­
nels. Flanl<ed by the churches' legal repre­
sentative, Orhan Kemal Cengiz, and Istan­
bul pastor Bedri Peker, Ihsan distributed a 
press release to the Turkish media head­
lined, "A Horrible Brutality, But Nota Sur­
prise." 

Two of the victims, Necati Aydin, 36, 
and Ugur Yuksel, 32, were Turkish con­
verts from Islam. The third man, Tilmann 
Geske, 46, was a German citizen. 

The Turkish press reported that four 
of the five young men, all 19 to 20 years of 
age, admitted during initial interrogations 
that they were motivated by both "nation­
alist and religious feelings." 

In a demonstration against the Zirve 
Publishing office in Malatya two years 
ago, local protestors had claimed its pub­
lishing and distribution activities consti­
tuted "proselytism" among Muslims and 
should be closed down. Turkish law, how­
ever, guarantees the right to engage in re­
ligious evangelism if it does not contain 
proven political motives. 

Turkish government Ieaders were 
quick to denounce the murders and 
promise a full investigation. 

Aydin is survived by his wife, Semse, 
and a son and daughter, both preschool 
age. Geske and his wife, Susanne, had two 
sons and a daughter, ages 8 to 13. Yuksel 
was engaged to be married. 

In a bold initiative, Pastor Ihsan Oz­
bek, chairman of the Alliance of Protes­
tant Churches in Turkey, led a press con­
ference broadcasf live from Malatya and 

"Yesterday, Turkey was buried in the 
darkness of the Middle Ages," Ozbek de­
clared. "We know this will not be the last 
(martyr). But with all our hearts we wish it 
would be the last." 

The deadly attack was the first known 
martyrdom of Turkish converts from Is­
lam since the founding of the Turkish Re­
public in 1923. 
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PRAYER 

PARTNERS 
Piease pray for the 
following Kentucky 
Baptist ministries and 
missionaries: 

"Minute Men" ministry 
of Trammel Forle 
Baptist Church in 
Scottsville. Pastor Jim 
Gifford shares that the 
church has a "Minute 
Men" ministry that 
helps single mothers 
and elderly in the 
community with light 
bulb or furnace filter 
replacement, basic 
maintenance and home 
emergencies. Their 
name comes from the 
fact that they areready 
in a "minute's notice" 
to help meet needs and 
share Christ. Pray that 
more men will assist 
in the ministry. Pray 
that the community 
will recognize faith 
that is acted out and 
become more aware of 
the church's desire to 
minister to their needs. 

Church and Community 
Missionary Pam Pyle 
of Lexington. Pyle 
ministers to low· 
incoiPe families at 

--------------------------

. .. 

-MOUNTAINS TO tHE -MISSISSIPPI 
COMPILED BY STAFF 

• BASKETT-Advance Church recent­
ly called jerry Barron as pastor. 
• BEAVER DAM-Ridgecrest Church 
recently called Darreil Moran as 
pastor. 
• FORT THOMAS-First Church will 
host Squire Parsons in concert May 
3, 6:30p.m. 
• FRANKLIN-Sulphur Spring Church 
will host the Southern gospel quar­
tet, Grace Abound, April 29, 11 a.m. 
The church also will hold reviv­
al services April 29-May 2 with JetT 
LaBorg, pastor of College Heights 
Church in Gallatin, Tenn., as evan­
gelist. Matthew Siekling is pastor. 
• HARTFORD-Concord Church re­
cently called Eddie Barpole as pas­
tor. 
• LOUISVILLE-Bethany Church or­
dained john Spencer to the gqspel 
ministry April 15. Chuck Fuller is 
pastor. 

Hurstbourne Church's adult 
choir will present Eyes ofFaith April 
29, 6 p.m. Mike O'Neal is pastor. 

Walnut Street Church will host 
the Louisville Leopard Percussion· 
ists performing with The Percus· 
sionists of Walnut Street April 29, 
4 p.m. For more information, call 
(502) 589-5290. Rusty Ellison is pas­
tor. 
• MARION-Marion Church called 
Mike jones as pastor effective May 
6. He previously was pastor of Oak 
Grove Church in Cadiz. 
• OLIVE HILL-First Church held its 

;Spr,ing .:;revival sewices- April 15-18 

-~ 
First Church and Corinth 
Church will co-host revival ser­
vices May 6-9 with joe McKeev· 
er, director of missions for the 
Baptist Association of Great­
er New Orleans, as evangelist. 
Services will be May 6, 11 a.m., 
at Corinth Church and May 6, 
6 p.m., and May 7-9, 7 p.m., at 
First Church. Activities will in­
clude a noon luncheon May 7 
in which McKeever will discuss 
post-Katrina recovery efforts in 
New Orleans. 

with Wayne Kuhner as evangelist. 
Mark Lilly is pastor. 
• PADUCAH-Lone Oak First Church 
recently called Mark Swadley as 
minister of music. Dan SummerliD 
is pastor. 
• RICHMOND-Red House Church has 
called James "Butch" Tanner as se­
nior pastor effective April 22. He 
previously was pastor of Calvary 
Church in Greenwood, Ind. 
• VERSAILLES-Rick Ralston recently 
resigned as associate pastor of New 
Hope Church. WesleyNoss is pastor. 

APRIL 24, 2007 

({j;;:rXlJil; CALENDAR OF EvENTS 

April 
26 Senior Living Celebration, Central 

Baptist Church, Winchester. 
27 Senior Living Celebration, Beacon 

Hili Baptist Church, Somerset. 
27-29 AII-State Children's Choir­

West, Jonathan Creek. 
27 Children's Bible Drill, Rose Hili 

Baptist Church, Ashland, and 
St. Matthews Baptist Church, 
Louisville. 

27-28 Literacy Missions Conference, 
First Baptist Church, Bowling 
Green. 

28 Chi ldren's Bible Drill, Calvary 
Baptist Church, Lexington. 

May 
4 Children's Bible Dri ll, Beacon Hili 

Baptist Church, Somerset, and 
Reidland Baptist Church, Paducah. 

4·6 Equestrian Trail Ride, Mammoth 
Cave. 

For more information, ca/1 (800) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org 

Training highlights social ministries 
Crestwood-Leaders and volun­

teers involved in Christian social 
nlinistries can enhance their evan­
gelistic ministry skills at an upcom­
ing "Sharing Good News through 
Good Works" conference May 14-15 
at Crestwood Baptist Church. 

Sponsored by the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention and the Southern 
Baptist North American Mission 
Board, the event is designed to pro­
vide practical training and encour­
agement for those working to meet 
the physical and spiritual needs of 
hurting people. 

"Sharing Good News through 
Good Works" offers resources and 
training for ministry volunteers of 
alllevels. 

Conference participants will se­
lect one of the 10 focus tracks, which 
include drug recovery programs, 

pregnancy care center encourage­
ment and training, health care min­
istries, identifying and ministering 
to abused women and children, re­
storative justice ministries, multi­
housing ministries , strategic plan­
ning and grant writing, resort and 
leisure ministries, literacy nlinis­
tries update and general ministry 
overview. 

Charles Roesel, pastor emeritus 
of First Baptist Church of Leesburg, 
Fla., will speak during the Monday 
evening plenary session. 

The cost to attend is $20 by 
April 30, or $30 after April 30 or 
at the door. Cost includes confer­
ence materials, Tuesday lunch and 
breal<s. For more information, vis­
it www.kybaptist.orgfnmec or call 
(502) 489-3530 or toll-free in Ken­
tucky at (866) 489-3530. 

the Irishtown Baptist 
Mission. She shares 
Christ through worship 
services, children's 
church, Feed the 
Hungry ministry, a 
clothes closet, youth 
and adult Bible studies, 
GBD classes and the 
Read to Succeed 
program. Pray that 

CLASSIFIED Aos 

Pyle and the volunteers 
who assist her will 
reach families with the 
gospel and effectively 
disciple new Christians. 
Pray also that Pyle will 
have wisdom to deal 
with the behavior and 
discipline problems of 
students the ministry 
seeks to serve. 

If yoU would like 
Kentucky Baptists to 
join in praying for a 
rilinistry of your church 
or association, please 
send the information to 
Brie Allen at BrieAllen 
@kybaptist.org or call 
(866) 489-3530. 

AVAILABLE: For supply, interim or 
bivocational pastorate-any place, 
anytime, any or no fees. Call Ben Ren­
der at (502) 368-3067. 

FOR RENT: Family reunion or wed­
ding parties. Highway 30A, beach­
side, 75 yards from the ocean; more 
than 5,000 square feet, eight bed­
rooms including five masters; full 
game room; large dining area; private 
heated pooL Call Suzannah at (800) 
397-2708; www.reunionhouse.org. 

FREE: Church organ. Gulbransen, 
32-key, 15-pedal, 4'x4'. Perfeet for 
small churchfhome. (502) 899-5353. 

SEEKING: Piano playerforThursday 
evening and Sunday morning servic­
es for Calvary Road Baptist Church in 
Shepherdsville, Ky. If interested, call 
(502) 905-0902 or 905-3782. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
youth. Must have strong Bible belief 
and enthusiastic personality. Mail re­
sumes to Ferguson Baptist Church, 
PO Box 247, Ferguson, KY 42533; or 
call (606) 679-1690. 

SEEKING: Minister of youth (full­
or part-time) for Dry Ridge Baptist 
Church. Prefer 2-4 years experience 
in youth ministry, but will consider 
any candidate with a heart and call­
ing to serve youth. Current youth 
group consists of about 50 youth 
with most activities on Wednesday 
and Sunday nights. The group cur­
rently has several comnlitted adult 
leaders willing to serve and take our 
youth to a higher spiritual plane. 
Reply by mail to: Youth Minister 
Search Committee, Dry Ridge Bap­
tist Church, PO Box 14, Dry Ridge, 
KY 41035; or by e-mail: p.puralewski 
@insightbb.com. 

SEEKING: Full-time director ofmis­
sions for Ohio River Baptist Associa­
tion, a 41--church association in west­
ern Kentucky. Resumes will be re­
ceived through May 31, 2007. All re­
sponses will remain confidential. 
Piease mail to: Search Committee, 
Ohio River Baptist Association, PO 
Box 9, Salem, KY 42078. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of mu­
sic with seminary degree for conser­
vative but progressive SBC church in 
southeast Kentucky. Must be energet­
ic, Spirit-led individual with an abili­
ty to work with all age groups, blend­
ed as weH as traditional worship ser­
vices. Send resumes to: Music Search 
Team, First Baptist Church, 170 Madi­
son Ave., Whitesburg, KY 41858. 

SEEKING: Minister of education. 
Cross Lanes Baptist Church is a dy­
namic, growing (worship: 500; Sun­
day school: 350), conservative (BF&M 
2000) SBC church in West Virginia. 
We seek qualified candidates for the 
full-time position responsible for the 
overall educational ministries of the 
church. To receive a job description 
and ministry questionnaire, andfor 
submit your resume (deadline is May 
31 ), e-mail pastorseth@crosslanes 
baptist.org or mail to 102 Knollwood 
Drive, Cross Lanes, WV 25313. No 
calls to church office, please. www. 
crosslanesbaptist.org. 

SEEKING: Full-time mip.ister of 
youth and education at Harrods­
burg Baptist Church, PO Box 286, 
Harrodsburg, KY 40330. Primary fo­
cus is youth, but education experi­
ence is important. For more church 
information, see www.harrodsburg 
baptist.org. 

SEEKING: Music director for Clay­
village Baptist Church in Shelbyville, 
Ky. Duties include adult choir re­
hearsal and Sunday morning wor­
ship. Bxperience helpful; modest 
stipend. Contact pastor at Ieebolton 
@bellsouth.net. 

SEEKING: Part-timefbivocational 
nlinister ofmusic (approx. 20 hoursf 
Week). Duties include leading Sun­
day morning worship and evening 
congregational singing in blended 
music style, plus leading adult choir, 
youtl1 choir and children's choir. 
Send resume to: Search Committee, 
McHenry Baptist Church, PO Box 
154, McHenry, KY 42354; or e-mail 
mchenrybaptist@vonageonline.net. 

SEEKING: Part-time children's min­
ister. Send resume to: Pastor, Bastern 
Gate Baptist Church, PO Box 6686, 
Shepherdsville, KY 40165. 

SEEKING: Full-time senior pas­
tor for Lawrenceville First Baptist 
Church, located in Gwinnett County, 
Ga. Piease mail a resume with DVD, 
VHS or other media, to: Pastor Search 
Committee, PO Box 228, Lawrence­
ville, GA 30046-0028. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth minister 
with focus on discipleship for rural 
church in NKY. Also coordinate activ­
ities and outreach events. Send resu­
mes: Youth Search Committee, Knox­
ville Baptist Church, 110 B Fairview 
Road, Williamstown, KY 41097. 

SEEKING: Part-time accompanist 
for Sunday and Wednesday worship 
and choir practices. Contact Green 
Acres Baptist Church, 5189 Poplar 
Level Road, Louisville, KY 40219; (502) 
964-8165; e-mail: greenacresbaptist 
@bellsouth.net. 

SEEKING: Full-time director ofmis­
sions for Monroe Baptist Association. 
College and some seminary training 
desirable, as is associational experi­
ence. For more information, call Rev. 
Ty Clenney, (270) 618-4373. Send re­
sume: DOM Search Committee, First 
Baptist Church, 302 North Magnolia, 
Tompkinsville, KY 42167. 

SEEKING: Community-minded se­
nior pastor for a church with an ex­
isting community outreach pres­
ence. Morganfield First Baptist 
Church is located in a small, west­
ern Kentucky town, and has an av­
erage attendance of 200-250 in two 
Sunday morning services-one con­
temporary and one traditional. This 
is an awesome chwch with a strong 
potential for growth. Send resumes 
to: Pastor Search Committee, First 
Baptist Church, 200 North Morgan 
St., Morganfield, KY 42437. 

SEEKING: Full-time senior pastor 
at Piner Baptist Church, a Soutb­
ern Baptist church in northern Ken­
tucky. We provide many ministries 
locally and internationally. Aver­
age attendance for Sunday services 
is 450. For more information, go to 
www.pinerbaptist.org. Resumes may 
be sent to Wayne Diehl, pastor of ad-­
ministration, 15044 Madison Pike, 
MorningView, KY 41063. 

SEEKING: Minister of youth. Re­
sponsible for providing ministe­
rial leadership and a comprehen­
sive youth ministry that is consis­
tent with the vision and mission of 
the church. Piease send resumes to: 
Youth Minister Search Committee, 
First Baptist Church, PO Box 446, Tay­
lorsville, KY 40071. 
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Southwestern teamstartsspiritual plowing in Uruguay 
By Brent Thompson 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 

Montevideo, Uruguay (BP)-Farmers 
Imow it takes a lot ofwork and plan­
ning before a harvest can be gleaned 
from a piece of land, and that one 
of the first things to do even before 
seeds are planted is clear away rocl<s 
and brush. 

In an evangelical sense, that is . ' 
what a team of10 Southwestern,BaP" 
tist Theological Seminary students, 
professors and their spouses did re­
cently in the South American coun­
try ofUruguay. 

"Uruguayans are an aggressively 
unchurched, secular people;" said 
Keith Eitel, who with his wife, Gien­
da, led the rp.issions team. He directs 
the Baptist seminary's World Mis­
sion Center. 

According to Eitel, there are ob­
stacles to the gospel in Uruguay that 
must be softened or removed so sub­
sequent mission teams can "water" 
the spiritual seeds of the gospel. 

The "aggressively unchurched" 
are people who are aware of Christi­
anity but deliberately reject its mes­
sage, Eitel explained. 

Uruguay borders Argentina and 
Brazil and has about 3.5 million peo­
ple living in an area slightly small­
er than the state ofWashington. The 
city ofMontevideo, where the South­
western team took up their assign­
ment among the Pocitos communi­
ty, is the nation's capital. 

Most people identity themselves 
as Roman Catholic, but Eitel said 
there is widespread distaste for 
things associated with organized re­
ligion. 

The Southwestern team served 
alongside Southern Baptist interna­
tional missionaries Charles and Kar­
en Clark and Paul and Pam Sheaffer. 

The Clarks have been church 
planters in Uruguay for many years, 
and the Sheaffers for about a year. 

First, the Southwestern mission 
team walked throughout the Poc­
itos community and prayed that 
God would open doors and provide 

MARKETPLACE MISSION Du ring a mission trip to Uruguay in March, Keith Eitel (Jett), 
Lucy Higgins and Southern Baptist International Mission Board strategy coordinator 
Rob Roy provided free copies of the Gospel of John to passers-by in the capital city 
of Montevideo. Eitel, director of the World Mission Center at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, led fellow faculty, stJJdents and spouses 
an the eight-day trip. (BP photo courtesy of Bobby Paul) 

opportunities to get inside the 
guarded, gated apartment complex­
es·where thousands ofpeople live. 

One of the group's guides was a 
believer. He told them that it was 
difficult to distribute religious lit­
erature in the apartment buildings 
because guards controlled access to 
those residences. 

"Of the many apartment com­
plexes we targeted, the guards in all 
but two ofthem gave us access to put 
the leafl.ets in the apartment mail­
boxes," said Art Savage, associate di­
rector of Southwestern Seminary's 
World Missions Center. "One of our 
guides was amazed, and told us he 
was seeing an openness in his coun­
try he had never seen before." 

Team disciples new believers 
Bill Goff, professor of Christian 

ethics at Southwestern, was part 
of tl1e mission team. He is fluent in 
Spanish, having spent 27 years in 
service with the Southern Baptist 
International Mission Board before 

joining the seminary in 1998. 
Having traveled throughout Uru~ 

guay previously, Goff confirmed 
Eitel's assessment of Uruguay as 
"perhaps the most secularized, un­
churched country in South Ameri­
ca." He said he was delighted to see 
an ernerging openness to the gos­
pel among the people he met on the 
mission trip. 

One evening, Goff gave a Span­
ish-language presentatiori on Chris­
tian character development to about 
30 membeis · df· fdu:r Bitlle "Str:fdy/ 
worship groups planted by the IMB 
missionaries. 

"It was a discipling effort," Goff 
said. "All but one of them had been 
saved for less than a year. These are 
highly educated and successful busi­
ness people." 

The Southwestern team also 
went door-to-door, distributing COIJ" 

ies of the Gospel of John. Despite 
some rejections, the team followed 
a carefully mapped ~trategy, giving 
away more than 3,800 copies of the 

gospel. 
They handed out gospel tracts in 

marketplaces and along the board­
walk, and invited passers-by to-a free 
health fair. 

Goff said to have a dozen people 
interested in the gospel is remark­
able and a good indicator oft]Je spir­
itual potential in the. area. 

On the final evening of the mis­
sion trip, the Southwestern group 
provided the free health fair. Cur­
tis Bogard, team member and hus­
band of Southwestern master's stu­
dent Patricia Bogard, is a dentist. He 
helped answer questions about den- . 
tal care as his wife gave a seminar on 
dental hygiene. Team member Gien­
da Eitel is a nurse and Iactation spe­
cialist at Southwestern, and provid­
ed information on breast-feeding. 

A psychiatrist and a psychologist 
who are recent believers and attend 
the missionaries' house church, 
gave seminars on depression and 
the importance of friends. Goff said 
a recent double-digit increase in sui­
cides in Uruguay has made citizens 
"very quickened" to these kinds of 
presentations. 

At the end of the health fair, Göff 
extended .an 1nvitati6n, in Spanish, 
for residents to attend the next set 
of presentations scheduled for this 
month. · 

Trip was part of ongoing effort 
"It was a wonderful opportunity 

for the Southwesterners and local 
Christians to wotk-tagether to build 

R rrelatiUnsbi~a'tl'dl.WI:ftef"S(ie~~f<th~ 
gospel that had been planted earli­
er," Savage said. 

This was the second consecutive 
trip to Uruguay by Southwestern 
students and faculty. Savage said he 
hopes a third will be scheduled for 
follow-up evangelism. 

· "Our students saw God knock 
.down barriers in. ·a.n aFea thati was 
supposed tobe hard to reasJl," Sav­
age said. "Everyone was amazed at 
how doors opened to share the gos­
peF 

Former 'Idol' finalist shines spotl.ight on Cooperative Program 
By Art Toalston 
Baptist Press 

Nashville (BP)-Mandisa Hundley, 
one of last year's "American Idol" 
finalists, doesn't want any regrets. 
. And that includes missions. 

Mandisa (who uses her first 
name in pursuing a music career) 
said she marvels at how missionar­
ies "work day after day .. . that the 
body ofChrist can be built up." 

Such admiration corripelS her to 

do "anything that I can do" for mis­
sions, she said, including hosting 
the most recent volume of"Mission­
ary Moments Video Vignettes." 

The video seri~s produced by the 
Southern Baptist Convention is in 
its sixth year. The three-minute seg­
ments highligh t the work of 12 mis" 
sionaries-six serving international­
ly and six in 'North America-sup­
·ported by Southern Baptists' gifts to 
the Cooperative -Prog~am. 

The vignettes can be used to in­
troduce general or specialofferings, 
as sermon illustrations, for prayer 
meetings, andin Sunday school and 
other small-group settings. ' -

Missions is not a new topic for 
Mandisa, but she said it wasn't un­
til she began working as a customer 
service repr'esentative for -LifeWay 
Christian· Resoutces that she began 
to understand the s'cope of global 
evangelistic efforts . - · 

At LifeWay, "that's when I·heard 
about ail these people either in 
short-term missiorts or giving their 
entire life going out to win• people 
to the Lord," ·said the gradtiate of 
Fisk University.in Nashville. ~·1 have 
nothing but reS'pect foi- them." 

Mandisa moved from customer 
service; joiiling Bibl~ teachet Beth 
Moore's "1iving Proof Li've'' special 
events ministry as a member ofthe 
worship team. Her tespect lör mis-
sions grew. ' · ·' 

Moore "has such a 'hearf· for the 
lost. She ·always tal<es a moment to 
talk about missions in all the i::on­
ferences I've seen her at,'-; Mandisa 
said. "She's always wahted to make 
sure people know that there are 

people out there who are doing this 
fulltime and 'Clre really giving their 
lives to it.'' · ' 

Missionary Moments Video Vi­
gnettes are available for '$6 via 
www.sbc.netjq). A print edition of 
Missionary Moments also is. ·avail­
able. 

In 2006, Mandisa earned a spot 
among the 12 finalists · on "Amer­
ican Idol." Her time 'on· the show 
ended just·over a year ?go. She said 
the Spotlight has not changed her. 

'Tm the same' person. The only 
diffetence !s that people' dm pro­
nounce my name now .... I still enjoy 
worshipping. I still enjoy spending 
time· with my frie'nds and going to 
church. None ofthat has 1changed." 

· Her aversion to ·i:egrets carried 
·her through the ''American Idol" 
experience and continues to 'moti­
vate her as she·pursues a·career in 
'Christian music, she said.' "I went 
into 'Ani.erican ldo·l .thinldng·Tjust 
Iiever wante'cl td look back- äncf won- . 
der whaf would hav'e happened -ff I 
hadn't tried 'it .... At the end of my 
life, I never want to say, 'I could have 
worshipped-harder' or 'I could have 
had a bigger effect on people.'" 

Palau will launch 
resource using 
Holman Iranslaiion 
- Nashville (BP)-The 
Luis Palau Association 
has selected the 
Holman Christian · 
Standard Bible's 
translation ofthe 
Gospel ofjohn for 
its "Growing.Faith" 
study book for new 
and recommitted 
Christians. 

The new resource 
will be launched at the 
Luis Palau Nashville 
CityFest outreach May 
19-20. LPA said it plans 
to use it in other events 
throughout 2008. 

The Palau ministry 
will use more than 
170,000 Holman 
CSB English copies 
plus 45,000 Spanish 
copies from La Biblia 
de las Americas, a 
contemporary Spanish 
translation of the 
Scriptures from the 
originallanguages. La 
BibÜa de las' America~

1 

NewTestament, Psalms 
and Proverbs will be 
available this summer 
through Holman Bible 
Outreach lnternational. 

The translationwas 
released by LifeWay 
Christian Resources in 
2001. 
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.CROSS OVER 
from death to life? 

WORSHIP I 8/BLE STUDY I FUN I. RELATIONSHIPS 

- COMMITTED TO SEEING 
STUDENTS AND ADUL TS 

CROSS OVER FROM DEATH TO LIFE 
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