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is Herod’s tomb

Jerusalem (RNS)—Israeli archae-
ologists believe they have discov-
ered the tomb of King Herod, the
excavation’s chief archaeologist an-
nounced May 8.

Professor Ehud Netzer from the
Institute of Archaeology at the He-
brew University in Jerusalem said
his team discovered the tomb three
weeks ago during ongoing excava-
tions at Herodium, a once-magnifi-
cent palace located nine miles south
of Jerusalem, in what is now the
West Bank. .

Herod, who was appointed by the
Romans, ruled Judea from 37 to 4
B.C. During his reign he undertook
numerous monumental building
projects, including the fortress at
Masada and the reinforcement and
expansion of the Second Jewish Tem-
ple in Jerusalem.

According to the gospels of Mat-
thew and Luke, Jesus was born dur-
ing Herod’s reign and Joseph and
Mary fled to Egypt because the king
planned to kill the infant Jesus.

Archaeologists have long based
their belief that Herod was buried
at Herodium on the account of the
historian Josephus Flavius, who de-
scribed the king’s lavish funeral al-
though not the tomb itself.

 Pointing to intricately carved re-
mains from the excavation, Netzer
said his team had discovered a grave,
fragments from a sarcophagus and a
mausoleum on Mount Herodium’s
northeastern slope.

“It was the quality of the things
that were uncovered that led us to
understand that this was the grave
of a king,” Netzer said of the fine-
ly detailed remains of the sarcoph-
agus, which was decorated with ro-
settes; the beautifully decorated
urns for storing ashes; and the well-
built podium of the mausoleum.

MINISTRY PARTNERS Kentucky Baptist Convention Executive Director Bill Mackey signs a three-year partnership agreement
with the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware approved last week by the KBC Mission Board. Looking on (from 1 leff) are
Kevin Smith, KBC first vice president: Darren Gaddis, KBC president: and Randy Jones, leader of the KBC missions growth
team. (KBC photo by Kristie Randolph)

KBC leaders approve partnersth with Maryland/Delaware

By Trennis Henderson
Editor

Hardin—Kentucky Baptist lead-
ers approved a new missions part-
nership with the Baptist Conven-
tion of Maryland/Delaware during
last week’s Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention Mission Board meeting.

The three-year partnership, set
to begin Jan. 1, 2008, could be ex-
tended beyond 2010 if both conven-
tions agree.

According to the partnership
mission agreement, the .effort’s
purpose is to “intentionally make
known the good news of Jesus
Christ to all the people in Mary-

land/Delaware, Kentucky and the
world.” The purpose statement
adds that “we believe this can best
be accomplished as we partner to-
gether in ministry for the growth
of God’s Kingdom.” 3

Randy Jones, leader of the KBC'’s:
missions growth team, noted that
the partnership is “an exciting op-
portunity for us as Kentucky Bap-
tists.”

Jones said Maryland/Delaware
Executive Director David Lee de-
scribed the partnership proposal
as “a Macedonian call” for the two
conventions to work together.

Maryland/Delaware Baptist

leaders “want reciprocity” in the
partnership, Jones added. “They
don’t want to be the receiving con-
vention only.”

The partnership agreement out-
lines strategies to “strengthen ex-
isting churches, associations and
state convention ministries which
will result in helping to bring peo-
ple to Jesus Christ and the starting
of new Southern Baptist church-
es.” :

Specific goals include partner-
ship prayer ministries, evangelis-
tic outreach and church planting,
leadership development, construc-
tion projects and discipleship.

Diagnostic tool aims to strengthen KBC associations & churches

By Ken Walker
Kentucky Baptist Convention
Louisville—While a new Kentucky
Baptist Convention initiative aimed
at helping Baptist associations
strengthen their churches’ minis-
tries isn’t fully implemented, it al-
ready is paying dividends.
As a result of interviews with pas-
tors and follow-up evaluations, sev-

eral churches in Pulaski Baptist As-'

sociation have started “Celebrate Re-
covery”—which originated at Rick
Warren’s Saddleback Church—and
other programs to help people deal
with drug addiction.

In Three Forks Baptist Associa-
tion, two churches are taking steps
to strengthen their Sunday schools.
Director of Missions Jim Castlen said

he is hopeful the efforts also will,

forge closer ties among the associa-
tion’s 43 churches.
“One thing that I hope will come

out of this is churches will see the
association not as a different enti-
ty but will see themselves as an inte-
gral part,” Castlen noted. “The asso-
ciation is here for the churches.”

Announced last summer by the
Southern Baptist North American
Mission Board, this associational
diagnosis/assessment was launched
in Kentucky last fall with on-site in-
terviews.

Personnel from the Kentucky
Baptist Convention and NAMB inter-
viewed between 66 and 75 percént of
pastors in the Somerset and Hazard
areas to determine what problems
and challenges they face.

From there the program entered
a prescription phase to determine
what kinds of things need to be
done to help churches improve their
reach into their communities.

“In both associations, the key is
discipleship,” said Larry Baker, di-

rector of the KBC’s new work and
associational missions depaitment.
“There’s also a need for evangelism
and outreach. Churches are strug-
gling with how to do that.”

Another problem that surfaced
is the significant number of pas-
tors who identified drugs as a seri-
ous issue.

Drugs have affected churches in
numerous ways, from increasing
poverty and crime in their commu-
nities to impacting extended fami-
ly members and sometimes church
members, Baker said.

In response to the finding, the
KBC Mission Board staff formed a
work team to compile lists of re-
sources churches can use to address
the problem, including materials
from NAMB and LifeWay Christian
Resources.

“We’re trying to do a customized
fit. Each church had its own illness-

es,” said Baker, noting that numer-
ous KBC departments are helping
churches find solutions. “We want
to deal with the disease and provide
the right medicine.”

Because the Pulaski and Three
Forks associations already were in-
volved in another NAMB effort
called “Set the Journey,” Baker said
they were able to easily adapt to the
assessment program.

The emphasis grew out of work
done with NAMB’s “Strategic Focus
Cities” outreach and helps churches
develop a vision and design ways of
meeting community needs.

Yet to be implemented in the two -
associations is the solution phase.
Baker said there will be a review one
year after completion of the effort to
determine how well the proposed
answers are working.

He noted that such measures as
[ See Diagnostic tool designed ... Page 3
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SBC president
clarifies views
on education

Taylors, S.C. (BP)—
With some news
reports linking him
to the so-called public
school “exit strategy,”
Southern Baptist
Convention President
Frank Page issued
a statement May 9
saying he “strongly
supports” Christian
families involved in
public school education
' but also is “deeply
concerned” for parents
who cannot afford to
choose alternatives to
public education.

Page, pastor of First
Baptist Church of
Taylors, S.C., said he is
“in full support” of last
year’s SBC resolution
that affirmed those
who teach in public
schools and also called
on Southern Baptists
to “engage the culture
of our public school
systems nationwide by
running for election
to their local school
boards and exerting
their godly influence
upon these school
systems.”

Page released
his statement after -
representatives of the
Exodus Mandate—

a group calling for a
Christian “exodus”
from public schools—
said they would
introduce a resolution
at next month’s SBC
annual meeting that
“applauds” those

who teach in public
schools but also calls
for more churches

to start Christian
schools. The proposed
resolution refers to
what it terms the “anti-
Christian government
school system” and

it mentions Page six
times, including a
quote from Page from
last year when he said
more churches should
start Christian schools.

In his statement
to Baptist Press, Page
said he was seeking to
clarify his stance on
the issue of education.
Page last year was a
member of the SBC
Resolutions Committee
that rejected a proposed
resolution from Exodus
calling for a withdrawal
from public schools.

“I am pastor of a
church that has strong
support for home
schoolers and their
families,” Page said.
“However, I also support
those who feel led to
continue their children
in public school
education.”

IMB trustees tweak guidelines on tongues, baptism

Chitwood: Goal is
to halt controversy,

focus on missions

By Erich Bridges
SBC International Mission Board

Kansas City, Mo. (BP)—Southern
Baptist International Mission Board
trustees have adopted revised guide-
lines on baptism and the practice of
tongues and private prayer languag-
es among prospective missionaries.
The revisions, both of which are now
termed “guidelines,” retain much of
their original wording.

The new guidelines, overwhelm-
ingly adopted by trustees during
their May 7-9 meeting in Kansas City,
Mo., come after a year of review by
two special ad hoc committees. The
revised guidelines reaffirm the main
provisions of a policy and a guideline
that stirred debate among Southern
Baptists after being approved by IMB
trustees in November 2005.

The 2005 policy ruled out the
appointment of missionary candi-
dates who practice either glossola-
lia (speaking in tongues) in public
or a “prayer language” usually prac-
ticed in private. The baptism guide-
line stated candidates must have
been baptized in a Southern Baptist
church or in a church of another de-
nomination that practices believer’s
baptism by immersion alone. Also,
the baptism must not be viewed as
sacramental or regenerative, and
the candidate’s church must em-
brace the doctrine of the security of
the believer.

The revised measures include sev-

‘| eral changes for clarification. Nei-

ther the original actions nor the re-
visions apply retroactively to mis-
sionaries appointed before adoption
of the measures.

Former Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion President Paul Chitwood, chair-
man of the trustees’ mission person-
nel committee, presented the re-
vised guidelines. '

“The ad hoc committees have
met over the course of this past year
along with staff, and we also invit-
ed input from our (overseas mission-
ary) regional leaders,” noted Chit-
wood, pastor of First Baptist Church
of Mount Washington.

The ad hoc committees met dur-
ing regular trustee meetings and a
two-day special session to “consider
the vast amount of material that we
gathered from scholars and pastors
across our. convention,” Chitwood
said. The personnel committee “so-
licited this material in an attempt to
be faithful to our task. The commit-
tee has also spent considerable time
praying, fasting and seeking God’s
heart on these issues. The commit-
tee has no desire to create further
controversy. Rather, our desire is to
bring this study to completion and
to allow the board to maintain its fo-
cus on our world mission task.”

Charismatic issue “not systemic”

Chitwood said the ad hoc com-
mittees found that field-related data
and consultation with regional lead-
ers have “not indicated a systemic
problem with charismatic practices
among field personnel.” He added,
-however, that-“the rapid spread-of
neo-Pentecostalism'and its pressure

The Southern Baptist Inter-
national Mission Board’s revised
guidelines on tongues, prayer lan-
guage and baptism include:

Guideline on tongues and
prayer language s

Glossolalia

1. The New Testament speaks of
a gift of glossolalia that generally is
considered a legitimate language.

2. The New Testament expres-
sion of glossolalia as a gift had spe-
cific uses and conditions for its ex-
ercise in public worship.

3. In terms of worship practices,
if glossolalia is a public part of the
candidate’s current practice and it
does not fall within the definitions
of Parts 1 and 2 above, the candi-
date has eliminated himself or her-
self from being a representative of
the IMB of the SBC.

Prayer language

1. Any spiritual experience must
be tested by Scriptures.

2. New Testament teaching is
that prayer is to be made with un-
derstanding. :

3. The board is not persuaded
that ecstatic utterance as a prayer
language is a valid expression of
the New Testament teaching on
prayer. ‘

4. Therefore, if an “ecstatic ut-

exacted on new churches in various
regions of the world warrants a con-
cern for the clear Baptist identity of
our missionary candidates.”

“Furthermore, the diversity of de-
nominational backgrounds among
missionary candidates requires a
clear baptism guideline to guide the
work of our candidate consultants
as they consider the qualification of
candidates.”

The new guideline on tongues
and prayer language specifies that
the New Testament gift of glossola-
lia generally is considered a “legit-
imate language” that “had specific
uses and conditions for its exercise
in public worship.” If a missionary
‘candidate currently engages in pub-
lic worship outside those parame-
ters, “the candidate has eliminated
himself or herself” from being a rep-
resentative of the IMB.

The guideline further states that
the New Testament teaches that
prayer is to be made with under-
standing. “The board is not persuad-
ed that ecstatic utterance as a prayer
language is a valid expression of the
New Testament teaching on prayer.
Therefore, if an ‘ecstatic utterance
as a prayer language’ is a part of the
candidate’s current practice, the
candidate has eliminated himself or
herself” from being appointed.

The baptism guideline states that
a missionary candidate’s baptismal
experience must be examined in
light of the Baptist Faith and Mes-
sage, Article VII, which defines bap-
tism as “the immersion of a believer
in water in the name of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is an
act of obedience symbolizing the be-
liever’s faith in a crucified, buried
and risen Savior, the believer’s death
to sin, the burial of the old life, and
the resurrection to walk in newness
-of life-in Christ Jesus.” s

IMB «consultants who work with

terance as a prayer language” is
a part of the candidate’s current
practice, the candidate has elimi-
nated himself or herself from be-
ing a representative of the IMB of
the SBC.

Guideline on baptism

That each candidate’s baptis-
mal experience be examined, dur-
ing the application process, in
light of the “Baptist Faith and Mes-
sage” statement and the points list-
ed below:

“Baptist Faith and Message”: Ar-
ticle VIi—Baptism. Christian bap-
tism is the immersion of a believ-
er in water in the name of the Fa-
ther, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
It is an act of obedience symboliz-
ing the believer’s faith in a cruci-
fied, buried and risen Savior, the
believer’s death to sin, the burial

" of the old life, and the resurrection

to walk in newness of life in Christ
Jesus. It is a testimony to his faith
in the final resurrection of the
dead. Being a church ordinance,
it is prerequisite to the privileges
of church membership and to the
Lord’s Supper.

Points to be covered during the
appointment process:

1. The individual

a. Believer’s baptism by immer-

missionary candidates should have
a “working knowledge” of many de-
nominational groups but are not ex-

pected to “investigate” every church, .

the guideline states. “The candidate
is responsible for requesting their
home church to assist them in meet-
ing this doctrinal commitment.”

Baptism guideline amended

The baptism guideline was ad-
opted with one amendment pro-
posed by trustee John Russell of Flor-
ida, first vice chairman of the board.
Russell requested adding the words
specifying that candidates ask “their
home church to assist them in”
meeting the baptism requirement.

“By adding that, we’re saying
we're no longer rejecting the can-
didate, but we’re sending the can-
didate back to their local church as
a deferral or a delay. We have now
identified the issue for the local
church,” Russell explained. “My goal
here is to try and soften the blow. ...
It’s less impact on the local church.”

A subsequent proposed amend-
ment by trustee- Charles Fowler of
Tennessee was defeated. Fowler’s
motion was to remove language that
requires a candidate to “verify that
the church where they were Scrip-
turally baptized by immersion af
firms the security of the believer.”
Fowler noted that “candidates are
required to affirm the Baptist Faith
and Message as well as articulate
their beliefs prior to appointment.
Therefore their theology regarding
the security of the believer is not in
question either in faith or practice.”

Opponents of the IMB guide-
lines, led by trustee Wade Burleson
of Oklahoma, say the measures im-
properly exceed doctrinal param-
eters set in the SBC’s 2000 Baptist
Faith and Message statement.

Burleson, who indicated the
softened guidelines aren’t enough,

sion. Baptism by immersion fol-
lows salvation.

b. Baptism is symbolic, pictur-
ing the experience of the believer’s
death to sin and resurrection to a
new life in Christ. Baptism does not
regenerate. :

2. The church

~a. Baptism is a church ordi-
nance. Baptism must take place un-
der the authority of a local church
that practices believer’s baptism
alone, embraces the doctrine of
the security of a believer’s salva-
tion and does not view baptism as
sacramental, regenerative or essen-
tial to salvation.

b. A candidate who has notbeen
baptized under the authority of
a local church, which meets the
standards listed above, is expect-
ed to request baptism in his or her
Southern Baptist church.

3. The candidate

Candidates are responsible for
requesting their home church as-
sist them in meeting this doctrinal
commitment to the above points.

4. The consultant

While the candidate consultant
should have a working knowledge
of many denominational groups,
he or she is not expected to investi-
gate every church.

urged his colleagues to “seriously
consider the wisdom of adopting
these guidelines.”

If regional mission leaders see no
systemic problem with charismat-
ic practices among missionaries, he
said he questioned the rationale for
implementation. If the reasons for
adopting the guidelines are doctri-
nal, he added, “I would much rath-
er that the convention speak on this
matter than our board.”

IMB attorney Matt Bristol re-
sponded to another question by Bur-
leson about the difference between
a policy and a guideline. Bristol said
the term “guideline” suggests that
“as the circumstances are present-
ed with each individual candidate,
it will be applied with a degree of
flexibility.”

Following the vote-on the guide-
lines, trustee chairman John Floyd
of Tennessee asked the trustees to
unite around it.

“We have made a decision,” he
said. “We need to own it.”

In other business, trustees cel-
ebrated the largest Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering on record, ap-
pointed 35 new missionaries and
earmarked $5 million to fund an ad-
ditional 200 missionaries.

David Steverson, IMB treasurer
and vice president for finance, re-
ported that the IMB ended 2006 in
good fiscal condition.

Citing the projected total for the
2006 Lottie Moon Christmas- Offer-
ing, which will close May 31, Ste-
verson said, “We now have over
$144 million in hand and contin-
ue to believe that in the next three
weeks enough will come in so that
the 2006 Lottie Moon Christmas Of
fering will not only be the largest of-
fering in our history, but we will also
meet the goal of $150 million.”

With additional reporting by Associated
Baptist Press :
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KBC hoard endorses budget, possible sex abuse registry

By Trennis Henderson
Editor

Hardin—Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion. Mission Board members voted
last week to endorse the details of
a $24 million Cooperative Program
budget for 2007-2008.

Meeting May 7-8 at Jonathan
Creek Camp and Conference Cen-
ter, board members also approved
a call to study the possibility of cre-
ating a registry of ministers involved
in sexual abuse or other criminal ac-
tivities.

The CP budget goal, approved by
KBC messengers last November, is a
1.86 percent increase over the cur-
rent budget. It includes 63.3 percent
for Kentucky Baptist ministries and
36.7 percent for Southern Baptist
Convention causes.

The budget proposal came amid
a report that the state convention’s
current Cooperative Program re-
ceipts continue to lag behind bud-
get.

According to Cathi Roy-Sanders,
director of the KBC’s accounting ser-
vices department, CP receipts are
more than $630,000 below budget
and more than $230,000 behind last
year’s pace eight months into the
current fiscal year.

Mackey: “Move forward in faith”

Noting that the budget goal is set
by the convention almost a year ad-
vance, KBC Executive Director Bill
Mackey said in an interview after
the meeting that “it is difficult to
react in the short term to the goals
that have been set.”

“Because we don’t know what the
shortfall might be this year, it’s not
appropriate to overreact,” he add-
ed. “We must move forward in faith,
trust God for the needs and encour-
age churches to be faithful in sup-
port of missions through the Coop-
erative Program.

“The Mission Board is always
looking at how we will deal with
any shortfall that occurs and have
contingency plans in place even

KBC BUSINESS Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention President Darren Gaddis, pas-
tor of Central Baptist Church in Corbin,
presides over last week’s KBC Mission
Board meeting at Jonathan Creek Camp
and Conference Center. (KBC photo by
Kristie Randolph)

now in case that happens,” Mackey
explained. “The plan is to ask each
department and team to be careful
about their spending so that when
we get near the end of the year, we
haven’t spent all the funds that are
budgeted.”

Despite the KBC’s current budget
challenges, the proposed minister
registry sparked the most discussion
during the two-day meeting.

Introduced by Paul Sisk dur-
ing the meeting’s closing miscella-
neous business session, the propos-
al calls for the Mission Board’s ad-
ministrative committee to “consider
the feasibility of developing and im-
plementing a registry of ministers/
stafflemployees in Kentucky Baptist
Convention member churches who
have been accused, charged, arrest-
ed and/or terminated from church
responsibilities for any criminal ac-
tivities including but not limited to
child abuse and/or sexual abuse of
any nature.”

Citing “the autonomy of the lo-
cal church,” Sisk’s recommendation
added that “this would be a volun-
tary registry maintaining the high-
est confidentiality. A program of

Church secretary faces six years
in prison for embezzling $396,000

Princeton—A church financial
secretary in Princeton has been
sentenced to six years in pris-
on for embezzling approximate-
ly $396,000 from Southside Bap-
tist Church.

Marla Adams accepted a plea
agreement and received the sen-
tence from 56th Judicial Circuit
Judge C.A. Woodall I11.

Adams, 39, was Southside’s fi-
nancial secretary for eight years.
The thefts occurred over a six-year
period—primarily through frad-
ulent use of church credit cards
and writing checks for credit card
bills, but posting them on the
church books as contributions to
various missions and ministries.
The improprieties surfaced when
the Kentucky Baptist Convention
published Cooperative Program
receipts from churches ‘in the
Western Recorder, but those fig-
ures didn’t match the church’s
budgeted amounts.

Two church members testified

vy

at the sentencing hearing, asking
the judge to show mercy and take
into consideration that she and
her husband have two children
at home.

Commonwealth Attorney G.L.
Ovey said he opposed shock pro-
bation, pointing out it is the larg-
est theft he has prosecuted in 19
years as prosecutor for the four-
county circuit.

Woodall noted that Adams had
strong family support and church
support, adding that is seldom
true of defendants in his court-
room. He said he had received nu-
merous letters from church mem-
bers on Adams’ behalf.

“I appreciate all those letters,
and there were many people who
wrote that they were praying for
me,” he said.

But Woodall issued the six-year
sentence, noting the severity of
the crime. Adams is now incarcer-
ated in the Christian County De-

_tention Center.

materials would be made available
to all churches in the convention
to educate on the significance and
importance of participating for the
welfare and protection of children,
youth and other would-be victims.”

Sisk, pastor of Anchor Baptist
Church in Lexington, presented the
proposal in the wake of recent me-
dia reports about scattered instanc-
es of child sexual abuse by Baptist
ministers.

Debate centered on whether to
include the word “accused” in the
proposal since some ministers could
be falsely accused but still have their
reputations ruined.

“The intent is for a committee to
be formed to include all the possibil-
ities,” Sisk noted. “I'm certainly not
limiting the scope of the work to
what is printed here.”

A motion by Bennie Bush, pastor
of Faith Baptist Church in Corbin,
to table the motion until the next
board meeting failed.

John Birchett, pastor of New
Friendship Baptist Church in Au-
burn, introduced an amendment to
delete the word “accused,” but the
proposed amendment also failed.

Questions also were raised about
the possibility of expanding the
scope of the registry to include con-
vention and agency staff members
as well as local church ministers.

“This is going to be a study,” KBC
President Darren Gaddis responded.
“That is something they could con-
sider.”

Sisk cites “spirit of motion”

Sisk emphasized that “the spir-
it of the motion is to stop churches
from concealing information from
other churches about criminal activ-
ity or child sexual molestation.”

Board members adopted the pro-
posal to study the issue. Although

the measure did not set a specific

date for the administrative commit-
tee to report back to the full board,
Gaddis told board members, “The ex-
pectation would be at the next Mis-

sion Board meeting if possible.”

In other action, board members:

mApproved an additional
$100,000 be transferred from reserve
funds for the current fiscal year “to
help offset the Mission Board’s por-
tion of the projected CP income def
icit.”

m Appreved expanding eligibil-
ity for counseling assistance pro-
vided by the KBC to include bivo-
cational as well as full-time minis-
ters. The convention provides a por-
tion of counseling fees for ministers
“in the event the minister’s personal
stress or stress in the minister’s fam-
ily indicates the need for profession-
al counseling.”

m Approved increasing the eli-
gibility requirements for churches
participating in the church retire-
ment plan from $525 per year to
$1,000 per year to help offset a larger
portion of the program’s costs.

m Approved eight new Mission
Board members to fill unexpired
terms. New board members include
Jerry Bailey of Stanford, Art Beasley
of Winchester, DeWayne Chadwick
of Murray, Ron Davis of Whitley City,
Jerry Hurley of Walton, Bill Page of
Crittenden, Ben Stratton of Hickman
and Rebecca Townsend of Stanton.

= Approved two trustees to serve
unexpired terms on the board of the
Kentucky Ethics League. New trust-
ees are Robert Drexler of Louisville
and James Harley of Harrodsburg.

m Witnessed the signing of a part-

nering covenant between Elk Lick
Baptist Church in Lewisburg and
Southern Heights Baptist Church
in Russellville. Troy Luttrell, pastor
of Elk Lick Church, and Chris Short,
pastor of Southern Heights Church,
signed the covenant on behalf of
their congregations.
. The covenants are part of the
KBC’s five-year Kentucky Baptists
Connect emphasis. More than 40
churches have signed covenants as
part of the Connect goal of having
at least 100 churches involved in
partnering relationships by 2010.

Diagnostic tool designed to aid
KBC associations and churches

Continued from page 1

worship attendance, giving, bap-
tism, discipleship programs and
missions involvement will reflect
whether churches are seeing re-
newal.

While Baker isn’t sure how many
associations eventually will partici-
pate in this initiative, Long Run and
Nelson Baptist associations are slat-
ed to implement it this fall.

“If it were up to me, I'd get every
association involved with it,” Baker
said. “We’re trying to find out how
much time it actually takes to com-
plete the process, and then be able to
offer it to additional associations.”

Malcolm Cheek, director of mis-
sions for Pulaski Association, said
the assessments have been a boost to
the 60 churches in his association.

Cheek noted that many pastors
appreciated leaders from outside the
area visiting to say, “I'm concerned
too; tell me what’s going on.”

“Most I've talked to said this was
something they needed,” Cheek add-
ed. “They’re thinking, of dreaming
dreams theyhadn’t had before.”

The program has prompted Three
Forks Association to draft a new mis-
sion statement, which will be pre-
sented at its annual meeting in Oc-
tober. :

“To a man, the pastors came out
of the interviews with a positive
sense of having been heard and hav-
ing an opportunity to think about
their vision,” Castlen said. “A lot of
pastors are in maintenance mode.
There’s been no vision to embrace
or achievement to help the vision
come to fruition, in terms of claim-
ing their community.”

Eric Allen, director of the KBC’s
mission service and ministries de-
partment, said he is pleased that
the interviews he conducted in Som-
erset helped make small churches
aware the convention is interested
in helping them, not just larger con-
gregations.

“Many pastors said, ‘We want to
make a difference in our community

but aren’t sure how to do that,” Al-

len said. “We can help them discover
needs and what the church, working
with-others, is equipped to address.”

“The spirit of
the motion is to
stop churches
from concealing
information
from other
churches about
criminal activity
or child sexual
molestation.”

Paul Sisk, pastor of
Anchor Baptist Church
in Lexington
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Is your marriage adrift?

By Ray Sanders

Oklahoma City (BP)—What’s going
on? I recently came to the realiza-
tion that I have nearly as many close
friends and family who have been

ups and fake smiles buried symp-
toms of a marriage gone sour. Most
of the men sought respect and rare-
ly gained it. The majority of the
women desired to be cherished but

never felt it. Selfish-

divorced as I do those ,
who are still married to  @HI\Y[\7{3BFI\;\ @ ness set hearts adrift as
their original spouse. needs failed to be met.

Surely these wonderful people
didn’t just wake up one day and de-
cide to call it quits. I don’t believe
their marriages broke up. I believe
they slowly went adrift. :

Marriages that end in divorce of-
ten do so quietly, one subtle con-
flict at a time. Emotional and phys-
ical needs go unmet. Hearts begin
to harden as they turn brittle and
break. With love and intimacy un-
fulfilled at home, yearnings to be
cherished and admired cause many
to seek companionship from a lone-
ly soul outside the bounds of mar-
riage. With clouded judgment and
compromised convictions, the love
lost between once-happy newlyweds
ends in an ugly, public legal battle
over Kkids, cars and collateral.

Friends and family wonder what
went wrong. Sophisticated cover-

Communication was either heat-
ed and escalated or cold and non-
existent. Kids were often caught in
the crossfire and became collater-
al damage as Mom and Dad failed
to recognize each other as queen
and king. Instead, they modeled
how to treat each other worse than
friends.

What would people think of
your marriage if it was the story-
line for a reality TV show? Would
they believe what goes on behind
the scenes as garage doors close and
blinds are pulled? Does the act you
portray in life match the reality of
life at home?

The truth is we are only as good
a Christian as we are at home. The
depth of our faith is measured in
our interaction with those we claim
to love most. Despite what others

might believe about us, the truth of
who we are is undeniable at home
as actions truly speak louder than
words.

How many married couples read-
ing this article consider their mar-
riage to be great? What are we to
learn from marriages gone bad?
How do we anchor our marriages
and avoid the pain of those who
have gone adrift?

The solutions are many and trou-
bles complex, but I suggest that we
must first recognize that our mar-
riages have gone adrift. We then
need to do all we can to free our-
selves of any selfishness that pre-
vents us from lovingly serving and
meeting the needs of our spouse.

Finally, we must communicate
our love and our own needs on a
regular basis, realizing that true
love is more than a feeling but most
of all a commitment to fulfill God’s
purpose for our marriage. Other-
wise, we will soon be on our way to
becoming another divorce statistic,
wondering what went wrong and
how this could have ever happened
to me and the love of my life.

Ray Sanders is editor of the Oklahoma Baptist
Messenger

Pursue evangelism with integrity

By Frank Page

Taylors, S.C. (BP)—As we approach
this summer’s Southern Baptist
Convention annual meeting in San
Antonio, I am asking all Southern

2 Chronicles 7:14 says, “If My
people who are called by My name
humble themselves, pray and seek
My face, and turn from their evil
ways, then I will hear from heaven,

Baptists to join 1ne for forgive their sin, and
the next several weeks IIIEYMEd3:N1]'W heal theirland.”

in a serious time of
prayer for spiritual awakening, spir-
itual renewal and spiritual revival.
I ask that some ponder the pos-
sibility of fasting as well as pray-
ing. I have said over and over that
we are at a crossroads moment. I be-
lieve that God wishes for our con-
vention to move strongly ahead in
soul-winning, mission work and
ministry. However, we will continue
to struggle in each of these areas if
we do not have His power upon our
churches and lives.

Note that the first

phrase is, “If My people who are

called by My name.”

This phrase indicates a presup-
position on the part of our Lord.
He is calling us to make sure that
we truly have a regenerate church
membership.

This is an issue that has been dis-
cussed in many places over the last
years. All of us must be saddened
by the fact that Southern Baptists
claim more than 16 million mem-
bers. One preacher once told me

that the FBI could not find 5 mil-
lion of them!I happen to agree with
him.

It is time to emphasize evan-
gelism with integrity. No longer
should we use manipulative meth-
ods that may bring about larg-
er numbers when those individu-
als’ commitment to Christ is little
or none. I cannot judge a person’s
heart. However, I do believe that the
Scripture calls for a change when
salvation occurs.

As we look at this passage, let
us focus on that first phrase. Let us
seek to win the lost to Christ, even
if they are in our own churches. We
cannot have revival among God’s
people if many of them do not even
know the Lord.

Frank Page, president of the Southern Baptist
Convention, is pastor of First Baptist Church
of Taylors, S.C.

Evangelism: More than a dream

“The harvest truly is plenteous, but
the laborers are few; Pray ye therefore
the Lord of the harvest, that he will send
forth laborers into his har
vest” (Matthew 9:37-38).

I am sure all Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention,
church and associational
leaders would say they be-
lieve in evangelism. How-
ever, we are all only dream-
ing if we are not intention-
ally telling people about
Jesus.

Leaders must be ex-
amples in personal evan-
gelism and in serving as mentors.
There are receptive people in ev-
ery community who are willing to
hear the gospel as well as people
in every church who are eager to
receive training about how to be a
good witness. Therefore, every lead-
er should have at least one witness-
ing approach that they can teach
others to use to multiply the num-
ber of witnesses.

I recently went through FAITH
witness training that my pastor,
Mike O’Neal, taught at Hurstbourne
Baptist Church in Louisville. It was

PARTNERS IN
THE Mission

Bill Mackey

amazing to see the Holy Spirit use
this to bring people into my life
who were open to a witness.

Without an intention-
al focus by leaders, evan-
gelism will not be a pri-
ority with all Christians
in the church. And with-
out an intentional plan,
evangelism will remain a
dream.

There is help avail-
able for every church. The
Southern Baptist North
American Mission Board
has produced a free DVD
that walks a pastor and church
leaders through a one-year process
of intentional evangelism. Ross
Bauscher, KBC evangelism growth
team leader, is also happy to work
with associations or groups of
churches.

The KBC staff and association-
al leaders are also encouraging ev-
ery church to conduct a vacation
Bible school. Churches that may
lack enough workers but are open
to hosting a VBS in their church
building should contact their asso-
ciational office or the KBC church

development team for help.

Additionally, I would like to en-
courage associations to consider a
focus on the theme of “One + One.”
If every church baptized at least
one person and every church bap-
tized one more person than it did
the previous year, the KBC would
reach 20,000 baptisms this year and
25,000 a year by Aug. 31, 2009.

I am grateful that churches and
associations are trying new ap-
proaches to reach people for Christ.
Servant evangelism, Upward bas-
ketball, block parties, one-day soul
winning workshops, meals for chil-
dren, wild game dinners and area
crusades have all been utilized ef
fectively.

Paducah area churches now have
2,500 people enrolled in witness-
ing classes in preparation for a Will
Graham Crusade, Sept. 14-16. (Will
Graham is the son of evangelist
Franklin Graham.) Please pray for
this area crusade.

Renew your confidence in the
gospel to transform lives and tell
the gospel story, and evangelism
will become more than a dream for
you and your church!

Bill Mackey is executive director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention
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Durable power of
attorney is useful
stewardship tool

By Laurie Valentine
Estate planning is part of our

Christian stew-
ardship respon-
sibilities. ~ Be-
ing a good es-
tate steward re-
quires that you
not only plan
for how your as-
sets will be distributed at death,
but also how your personal and
financial affairs will be man-
aged in the event you become
incapacitated.

“Incapacity planning” must
be done while you have the
mental capacity to understand
what you are doing. It requires
careful consideration of your
particular situation to best as-
sure that the documents used
and the powers granted would
enable the person you are em-
powering to do all that needs to
be done on your behalf.

A key incapacity planning
document is the durable power
of attorney. A durable power of
attorney remains in effect and
useable even if you become in-
capacitated; a general power of
attorney does not. A power of
attorney is “durable” if it states
“this power of attorney shall
not be affected by the disabili-
ty of the principal” or words to
that effect.

Both financial management
powers and personal decision-
making authority can be grant-
ed under a DPOA. Certain pow-
ers must be specifically granted
in order for the person you are
empowering (your “attorney-in-
fact”) to have legal authority to
take action.

Financial management pow-
ers that must be specifically
granted include the power to
sign tax returns and deal with
tax matters; to make contracts;
to buy, sell, lease or convey real
estate; to carry out banking and
security transactions; to access
your safe deposit box; and to
make gifts.

Including personal decision-
making powers makes the DPOA
a “full service” incapacity plan-
ning document. Authority to
make healthcare decisions, in-
cluding the power to consent
(or withhold consent) to medi-
cal treatment and the power to
contract for healthcare services
should be specifically included.
ADPOA also should include spe-
cific authority to request, review
and receive any oral or written
information regarding your
physical and mental health.

If your power of attorney is
not durable or does not con-
tain all necessary powers, an
expensive and time-consuming
guardianship may be the only
way someone can manage your
affairs if you become incapac-
itated.

Laurie Valentine is trust counsel for the
Kentucky Baptist Foundation
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Consider benefits that come
with a season of singleness

Q: Every family reunion is a painful time when aunts and
uncles, parents and grandparents ask when | am going
to get married. | almost want to go out and hitch myself
to the first person who comes along just to get it over
with. Any suggestions?

Rather than give you a list of snappy answers to annoy-
ing questions, let me suggest that the answer starts with

m you. Come to a settled acceptance of re-

ality regarding your season of life. You
can’t change the seasons. Every season
has its purpose. Make the most of each sea-
son, including your season of singleness.

In “The On Purpose Person,” Kevin Mc-
Carthy said there are three kinds of people
in regard to their attitude toward their cir-
cumstances:

mFloaters passively resign themselves
to accept the river in its present condition,
aimlessly going along for the ride whichever direction the
river takes.

m Fighters fight against the realities, flailing against the
river, trying to control it. These individuals can become bit-
ter and angry, feeling that the world and God have let them
down.

® Navigators recognize they cannot control the river.
They can equip themselves for the adventure, choosing to
make the most of the unique opportunities provided by the
season.

As you approach family reunions in your season of sin-
gleness, contemplate all the wonderful opportunities God
has given you for service and enjoyment that might not be
available to you if you married. Begin to navigate the waters
of singleness to your advantage and to the glory of God.

For more ideas about what to do with your season of sin-
gleness, check out Harold Ivan Smith’s little book, “51 Good
Things to Do While You're Waiting for the Right One to
Come Along.”—]James Stillwell

Q: Our son is about to turn 16 years old and seems
to expect that we will give him a car as well as the
privileges that go with it. What advice can you give us
as we approach this important day?
In the book “Boundaries with Teens: When to Say Yes,
How to Say No,” Dr. John Townsend
{311\ [H@ points out three important ques-
tions parents ask when approaching
this significant life transition:
®When should I let my teen get a driver’s license?
® How much should 1 let my teen drive?
m Should I buy a car for my teen?
Parents need to remind themselves (and their teens)
that driving is not a right, but a privilege. Allowing your

" son to obtain a driver’s license should require that he is be-

ing faithful to his responsibilities in life. For a period before
teens reach age-16, they should meet some reasonable ex-
pectations. These might include: a minimum grade point
average, no major behavioral violations (lying, drug or alco-
hol use, etc.) and commitment to assigned chores.

According to Townsend, when students receive a license
they should have clear parameters about when and where
they can drive as well as clear expectations of who should
and should not be in the car. Students must realize that
speeding, recklessness and accidents will affect their driv-
ing privileges in the future. The same is true with attitude,
conduct and grades. While they are not required to be per-
fect, they must demonstrate responsibility and maturity to
continue to enjoy the privilege of driving.

Just as driving is a privilege, so is car ownership. Does
the family need another car, or will you be buying it just to
make the teenager happy? If you opt to buy another car, con-
sider having your teenager pay for part of it with money he
have been saving. Remember that the most important part
of driver’s education is teaching responsibility. That begins
at home.—Scott Wigginton

Family Forum writers are:

David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist
Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org.

James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church
in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex.org.

Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in
Louisville. E-mail: dr.vincent@insightbb.com.

| Scott Wigginton, associate professor of pastoral ministries and
counseling at Campbellsville University. E-mail: sewigginton
@campbellsville.edu.

Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box
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43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net.

Mission Board tackles major ministry goals

Meetings of the Kentucky Baptist Convention Mis-
sion Board typically address a wide variety of busi-
ness items. But last week’s board meeting at Jonathan
Creek Camp and Conference Center was particularly

significant.

For starters, the meeting site itself was A
unique. The board’s May meeting generally ROM
is held at Cedarmore Camp and Conference ] DR

Center in central Kentucky. But this year’s
May 7-8 meeting was held at Jonathan Creek £

in western Kentucky.

The change of venue gave Kentucky Bap- |
tist Assemblies President David Melber the
opportunity to introduce board members to | |
the facility improvements and ministry ex-
pansion in recent years at Jonathan Creek.
Dozens of board members indicated that
last week’s meeting was their first visit ever to the

Kentucky Baptist camp facility.

Describing the assemblies’ youth camp ministry
as “a life-and-death cause we’re involved in” for teens’
spiritual destiny, Melber told board members, “I pray
that by God’s power, through the power of the Holy
Spirit, He will convict all of us to be ready to give a wit-
ness of the faith within us. ... God has a purpose for ev-

ery one of us.”

Another farreaching action last week was the
board’s approval of a threeyear missions partner-
~ ship between Kentucky Baptists and the Baptist Con-
vention of Maryland/Delaware. Partnership missions
has matured into a vital ministry tool in recent years
as volunteers share the gospel throughout the nation
and around the world—while also experiencing life-
changing spiritual growth in their own lives.

Randy Jones, leader of the KBC missions growth
team, noted that the partnership will be a twoway
ministry effort with Baptists from Kentucky and
Maryland/Delaware sharing time, resources and ex-
pertise to help strengthen ministry efforts in Ken-
tucky, Maryland, Delaware and around the world.

Another timely proposal adopted by board mem-

bers calls for the Mission Board’s administrative com-
mittee to “consider the feasibility of developing and
implementing a registry of ministers/staff/employees
in Kentucky Baptist Convention member churches

who have been accused, charged, arrested

Trennis Henderson

andfor terminated from church responsi-
bilities for any criminal activities including
but not limited to child abuse and/or sexual
abuse of any nature.”
The proposal, introduced by Paul Sisk,
pastor of Anchor Baptist Church in Lexing-
~ ton, generated more discussion than most
. board recommendations typically do, but
the debate remained positive and produc-
tive as board members carefully evaluated
the proposal.
In addition to seeking to address the cru-
cial issue of child sexual abuse, the proposal affirms

the autonomy of the local church, calling for “a vol-

ality.”

untary registry maintaining the highest confidenti-

Board members also approved the details of a
$24 million Cooperative Program budget for the
2007-2008 fiscal year. As CP receipts drop more than
$600,000 below budget so far this year, KBC Executive

Director Bill Mackey emphasized the need to “move

through CP.

forward in faith, trust God for the needs and encour-
age churches to be faithful in support of missions
through the Cooperative Program.”

With Kentucky Baptist churches’ percentage of un-
designated giving through the Cooperative Program
slipping from more than 10 percent in 1997 to 7.24
percent last year, an urgent appeal is needed for lo-
cal churches to reexamine their mission giving pri-
orities and begin increasing their percentage gifts

Last week’s Mission Board meeting offered a clear
reminder that camp ministry, missions partnerships
and efforts to help curb child sexual abuse are among
the many ways the KBC is seeking to make a positiv:
difference in Kentucky and beyond. i

Surviving the trauma of job loss

By Howard Dayton

Gainesville, Ga. (BP)—Job loss
ranks high as a stress-maker. Losing
a job is emotionally upsetting. An-
ger may surface because this major
life-change often leaves
a person feeling totally
out of control. Job loss
is critical for men, because they of
ten base self-esteem on the ability to

* be successfully productive.

The days when job security de-
pended on not much more than reg-
ularity and a certain degree of com-
petence is a thing of the past. Buy-
outs, mergers and loss of market
share have left many individuals
and families across our nation suf-
fering from job loss. Perhaps you are
one of them.

Obviously, reduced income signif-
icantly increases your need to make
sound financial choices. However,
the problem is that when you’re in
the middle of a crisis it’s not easy to
know just how to do that.

Organizations, such as Consum-
er Credit Counseling Service, often
can help you negotiate with your
creditors. The Atlanta CCCS office
(8887714673 or www.cccsatl.org)
works with people in any area of the
country.

~ Crown Financial Ministries’ net-
work of trained volunteer budget

counselors also may be able to help

during this difficult financial tran-

sition. You can call Crown at (800)

Tode Wb Loaita ot S e o |
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722-1976 or visit www.crown.org for
more information.

-When you have lost your job, your
new “work” is to find a job. Howev-
er, the trauma of job loss often re-
quires time for healing
and evaluating what
has happeneéd. Unfortu-
nately, many people don’t have the
luxury of time for emotional heal-
ing. Bills pile up, groceries are re-
quired, mortgages must be paid and
most people simply don’t have ade-
quate savings for such emergencies.

But there are some things you
should do. First, list your financial
assets. Take immediate stock of your
savings, spendable assets, income,
any severance pay and unemploy-
ment compensation.

Develop financial plan

Next, develop a short-term finan-
cial plan. You must know your bot-
tom-line monthly needs, so be sure
to include all bills. Cut expenses in
every way possible. That could mean
things such as premium cable ser-
vice have to go.

Then, you may have to arrange a

. temporary plan with creditors to re-

duce payments. Project the cash you
will have available for a short-term
budget and develop a timeline for
how long you can be without work.
Be sure to let your church know that
you might need financial assistance
during this transitional period.

- ¢ o
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Identify your transferable skills
and career focus so you can present
them to a future employer. Outline
your work history and identify types
of work and responsibilities you've
had. Then, develop a one-page resu-
mé and tailor it to fit particular job
openings. Think creatively, and if
you have the financial resources, use
this time to learn new skills.

Draw on leads from people you
know to make direct contact with
potential employers. Get involved
in a church-sponsored job network
group or begin one.

Check your spiritual pulse and
that of your family. Maintain fami-
ly devotions, Bible study and prayer.
This is no time to become a church
dropout. Relax, read and relate to
family members and others. Avoid
excesses of any kind. Get enough
sleep, eat well, exercise and spend
six to eight hours each day job-hunt-
ing.

Covenant with your spouse or a
friend to hold you accountable for
goals in your job search and, at the
same time, encourage you in the
process. ;

Continue to trust God and wait
patiently for Him to provide your
next job. The Psalmist wrote, “If I say,
‘My foot is slipping,’ Your faithful
love will support me, Lord” (Psalm
94:18). Christians need to remem-
ber this truth in all that occurs—God
will support you.

Howard Dayton is CEO of Crown Financial

Ministries
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Beckwith returns to Gatholicism,
resigns evangelical society post

Waco, Texas—Francis Beckwith,

a prominent professor of church-

state studies and philosophy at Bay-
lor University, has resigned
as president of the Evangel-
ical Theological Society, cit-
ing his return to the Roman+
Catholic Church.

Beckwith, who was raised
Catholic but embraced Re-
formed Protestantism in his
youth, disclosed on a May 5
weblog that he had received
the sacrament of confession
April 28 and had been re-
ceived into the communion of the
church during a mass at St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church in Waco, Texas, the
following day.

In a subsequent blog, Beéckwith
announced he had resigned as pres-
ident of the theological society to
“avoid bringing scandal to either
ETS or the Church.”

Beckwith initially said he would
remain an ETS member because he
could “in good conscience, as a Cath-
olic, affirm the ETS doctrinal state-
ment.” But a statement released by
the ETS executive committee May 8
said that “after further prayer and
reflection, Dr. Beckwith has volun-

- tarily withdrawn his membership

from the society as well.”

Beckwith, famous for his argu-
ments against abortion and for in-
telligent design, has been a leading
figure in the ETS, the prominent ac-
ademic society for conservative Prot-
estants.

Beckwith said he had planned

'~ to wait until after his presidential

term was over in November to make
the move because “I wanted to make
sure that my return to the Church
brought as little attention to ETS as
possible.” But then, he added, “my
16-year-old nephew, Dean Beckwith,
called me and asked if I would be his
sponsor when he receives the sacra-
ment of Confirmation on May 13"—
arole that requires good standing in
the Catholic Church.

Rather than tell his nephew no,
Beckwith said, he decided to return
to Catholicism April 29.

The ETS executive commit-

BOWUNG UNITED INDUSTRIES
Manulactwers 5 Baptistries |
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P.O. Box 2250 = Danville, Virginia 24541

Francis Beckwith

tee said Beckwith’s resignation and
subsequent withdrawal from mem-

bershlp were “appropriate in light

of the purposed and doctri-
nal basis of the Evangelical
Theological Society” and in
light of Beckwith’s “whole-
hearted confessional agree-
‘ment with the Roman Cath-
olic Church.”

The executive commit-
tee also stated that the ETS
holds to the belief that “the
Bible alone, and the Bible
in its entirety, is the Word
of God written and is therefore in-
errant in the autographs.” Similar
language and other statements sup-
porting scriptural authority are in-
cluded in the Chicago Statement
on Inerrancy, the document on bib-
lical inspiration and authority ad-
opted by the society’s membership
in 2006. The committee said that the
Catholic Church’s statements “from
the Council of Trent to Vatican II set
forth a more expansive view of ver-
bal, infallible revelation.”

Beckwith wrote on his blog that
his departure from Protestantism
was prompted by his study of the ear-
ly church fathers. His wife, whom he
described as “a baptized Presbyteri-
an,” also has begun the initiatory
rites for adults seeking to enter the
Catholic Church.

“I became convinced that the
Early Church is more Catholic than
Protestant and that the Catholic
view of justification, correctly un-
derstood, is biblically and historical-
ly defensible,” Beckwith wrote.

Several scholars critical of Beck
with’s decision responded to his
statements on the blog. Doug Groot-
huis, professor of philosophy at Den-
ver Seminary, said Beckwith’s re-
turn to the Catholic Church was a
“sad day for all true sons and daugh-
ters of the Protestant Reformation,
for all who lived and died for its
truths.”

Malcolm Yarnell III, assistant
dean for theological studies and di-
rector of the Center for Theological
Research at Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth,
Texas, said while Beckwith is “a sen-
sitive Christian scholar who deserves
our sincere prayers on his behalf,”
his arguments regarding his return
to the Catholic Church warrant
“careful analysis and rebuke.”
Compiled from reporting by Baptist Press and
Associated Bapl/st Press

Is Your Van Safe? Send for a Free CD!

and insurance considerations...

Carpenter Bus Sales, the exclusive Bus Provider for
LifeWay Church Bus Sales, not only sells buses...we
keep up with safety issues, legislation, regulations

J0 you can make an tnformed purchase!

If you are still transporting your Church
~ members and guests in a 15-passenger
van, and | you're not sure about the safety
issues or your liabilities, let us send you a
- FREE CD enﬁtted IS YOUR VAN SAFE?

bﬂequest online: eatpemerbus.comlsafsty o
: Ema:l mfo@aarpenterbus com .

America’s #1 C/:urcl: Bus Dealer '
1-800-370-6180 « www.carpenterbus.com
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Preserving access to Baptist news & views

Western Recorder plays key
role in KBC mission efforts

Where do you get your Baptist
news and views? I read weekly the
Western Recorder, our official Ken-
tucky Baptist news journal, be-
cause I believe it is the most com-
plete, reliable and readily
available source for stay-
ing informed about key
issues in Kentucky Bap-
tist life and beyond.

My church utilizes the
back page as its weekly
newsletter, which pro-
vides members an effi-
cient, cost-effective pack-
age of information that
ranges from local church
news and activities to
missions news from
around the world, and resources
for practical Christian living.

I know 1 can depend upon the
Western Recorder because I have
confidence in its leadership and
governance. The Western Recorder
is an agency of the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention, and therefore, is
accountable to the primary con-
stituency it serves through estab-
lished reporting procedures.

In keeping with the historic,
time-honored Baptist principle of
a free press, I appreciate how well
editor Trennis Henderson fulfills
the paper’s purposes with integri-
ty and insight, and without fear or

KenTucky
BapTist
FounpaTion

Barry Allen

favor. I am also proud of the profes-
sional way in which the news is pre-
sented. It’s an award-winning paper
year after year.’

Although the specific mission of
the Western Recorder may not gen-
erate as much emotion and passion
as the mission of a Christian edu-
cation institution, a chil-
dren’s ministry, a human
needs ministry or a mis-

istry, it is nonetheless an

essential component in

our cooperative missions

enterprise and worthy of

. enhancing and preserving
. in perpetuity.

Let me encourage you
prayerfully to consider
supporting this ministry
now and/or in the future
by contributing to an existing en-
dowment or establishing your own
endowment. Perhaps you could
give appreciated securities, real es-
tate or the cash value of a life insur-
ance pelicy you no longer need. Per-
haps a bequest in your will or revo-
cable living trust, or a retirement
plan beneficiary-designation would
work better for you. Please call Lau-
rie Valentine or me to assist you in
your consideration.

Barry Allen is president of the
Kentucky Baptist Foundation,

PO Box 436389, Louisville, ¥
KY 40253 toll-free (866) 489-3533;
www.kybaptistfoundation.org .

MAY 20, 2007

sions and evangelism min-

A RIGHT
To BE, SoN!

Doug Marlette

WE LIVE IN AN AGE
WHEN THERE’'S MORE
PRESTIGE IN DOING
TIME AT BETTY FORD...

Bible Crosswords

Across

1 “Confession is made unto
" (Romans 10:10)

8 To make a choice

11 “There ____ | in the midst of
them” (Matthew 18:20)

12 Woman’s name

13 A narrow fold or wrinkle

15 “To know ... the of my
days” (Psalm 39:4)

18 Man’s title
19 North America, abbr.

20 “____the day in which he
was taken up” (Acts 1:2)

21“____, Father” (Mark 14:36)
22 Southwestern state, abbr.
23 Playful aquatic mammal
25 The book before Nehemiah
26 Man’s name

28 “Brightness of his -
(Hebrews 1:3)

29 New covenant writings, abbr.

31“__ | sayuntoyou”
(John 3:3)

33 Suffix

34 A precious stone

35 Opposite of yes

36 Holds royal office

39 One of Paul’s epistles, abbr.

41 Cable News Network, abbr.

42 Gym class, abbr.

44 Meaning partial or half,
prefix

46 “Put thou my tears into thy

___”(Psalm 56:8)
y =
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MaRETIE 5-12

.. ALWAYS
PUT ON

CLEAN

2%
N

CAREFUL! |72
o\)'\-l‘ BREAK YO(/,P To PREACH

Mike Morgan

.. T LEARNED

1] FROM MY
Ku! = 0 MOTHER

1

15

20

23

I

>

54

49 Prince of Islam
50 First person contraction
51 “He shall ____like a lion™
(Hosea 11:10)
53 “The ____ of the valleys”
- (Song of Solomon 2:1)

54 “He gave his only Son
(John 3:16)

55 Helena’s state, abbr.

Down :

1 “The Lord called ____:and he
answered, Here am |”
(1 Samuel 3:4)

2 The end of a prayer

3“___ the fatherless and
widows” (James 1:27)

4 Grown-up ¥

5 Black sticky substance

6 Observation post, abbr.

7 The book after Leviticus

8 Short agreement

9 A long narrow triangular flag

10 A streetcar

14 Chief ____ Horse

16 “Dayof ___ "~
(Leviticus 23:28)

”

17 “My God, will | seek
thee” (Psalm 63:1)

24 A city of Judah
(Joshua 15:39)

27" evil with good”
(Romans 12:21)

30 “We have seenand do
(1 John 4:14)

'32 Participle ending

33 The meek shall ____the
earth (Matthew 5:5)

37 Inward, prefix

38 South American language,
abbr.

40 What David wrote
43 Plural of E
451,000 x 1,000, abbr.

46 Put this on baby when
feeding

47 Abram’s nephew
(Genesis 12:5)

48 Of-every tree thou mayest
____ (Genesis 2:16)

b2 D0y i

”
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Southern Baptist workers provide
meals for Kansas tornado victims

Haviland, Kan. (BP)—Southern Bap-
tist volunteers have prepared about
5,000 meals for victims and rescue
workers since the most powerful tor-
nado in recent U.S. history destroyed
95 percent of the small Kansas town
of Greensburg.

John Lucas of the Kansas-Nebras-
ka Convention of Southern Baptists
told Baptist Press May 8 that the con-
vention has a feeding unit stationed
at a high school in Haviland, about
18 miles east of Greensburg.

Meals are being served from that
site, Lucas said, and other meals pre-
pared by Southern Baptists are be-
ing sent in Red Cross mobile units to
the 600 to 800 National Guardsmen,
highway patrolmen and other work-
ers in the area.

Lucas explained that the situ-
ation in Greensburg is unique be-
cause the town was almost entire-
ly destroyed May 4 and residents
evacuated to neighboring towns
and sought shelter with family and
friends.

“Because of all of the displaced
persons going to various cities in the
western Kansas area, we didn’t have
the larger ministry (involving) per-
sons to feed and assist as we would
have otherwise had,” Lucas said. “We
have been inundated with all kinds
of offers from fellow Southern Bap-
tists wanting to send volunteers, but
we just don t have any place to apply
them now.”

Officials are restricting access to

the town, and because of the magni-

tude of destruction, Greensburg will
need professional help from govern-
mental agencies designated to clean
the debris and rebuild, Lucas said.

In the short term, Southern Baptist
cleanup crews are not necessary, but
time will tell if there is a need in the
long term, he added.

Lucas said four shelters were set
up immediately following the torna-
do, but.now they’re down to the one
in Haviland. And by early last week,
just 52 people were staying there.

As residents sifted through the
rubble of their homes, the death
toll in Greensburg rose to 10, includ-
ing an 84-year-old man who earned a
Bronze Star at the Battle of the Bulge
in World War II, The Wichita Eagle
reported. :

David Paulison, director of the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency, toured the destruction and
called it “some of the worst I've ever
seen.”

The plan was for residents to
claim their belongings before doz-
ers could clear debris and make way
for utility trucks to restore electric-
ity, the newspaper said. Electricity
then would be used in trailers pro-
vided by FEMA as temporary homes
for displaced residents.

“When you look around at the
devastation here, it is amazing that
there aren’t more deaths,” Sharon
Watson, a spokeswoman for the Kan-
sas Division of Emergency Manage-
ment, told Associated Press. “You re-
ally can’t look in any direction with-
out seeing destruction, without see-

ing houses that are demolished,

piles of rubble.”

The F5 tornado, which left a path
of destruction 1.7 miles wide and 22
miles long, also left 13 people hos-
pitalized, including four in critical
condition, AP reported.

-Sunrise Foster Care Regions

- North and Metro 800-493-2303
. Eastern 800-752-5063

* Southern 800-360-6604
* Western 877-992-5242
- North Eastern 866-259-9883
- South Central 800-952-3724

May i1s

National Foster Care
Awareness Month

® © 6 06 © ® » © © © © © 0 © & © © 0 6 © @ © © © © © © © © O © © © O © © O © © © © © © © © © © © 5 © © © o © O ©

Meet the class of 2007, part 8

While at Oneida, Kaitlyn learns more
lessons than could fit in any texbook

This is the final profile of a senior who will
soon be a 2007 Oneida Baptist Institute graduate.

Like many other students, “Kaitlyn” (not her real

name) came to OBI primarily because of low aca-
demic achievement in her old school. This caused
tension at home until finally Kaitlyn and her par-
ents knew something needed to change.

She came to Oneida in the middle of
her junior year and has done remark
ably well. We wish she had come her
freshman year, or even earlier. She is an
OBI success story and here is part of her
senior essay.

“Some people might say that I came
to Oneida because I wanted a change,
but they would only be half right. I
came to improve my grades, to be in a
different environment and to exercise
some independence. Since preschool I
have done poorly academically. I needed to be in a
structured environment. The decision to come to
Oneida was suggested 100 percent by me.

“Coming to Oneida was like learning to ride
your bike without training wheels. It’s hard and
you want to quit but you realize it’s time to grow
up. There are always those bumps in the road
where you fall, but come to think of it, what road
doesn’t have its bumps?

“A month or two after school started, I decid-
ed to join the morning farm crew. I had been hav-
ing trouble waking up for school so it was very dif-
ficult to wake up to do my farm chores at 6 a.m.
One night before I went to bed I prayed to God,
‘Lord Jesus, please make me wake up in the morn-
ing.Idon’t care how you do it, just get me up early
enough so I don’t miss my ride to the farm.”

Tuis 1s ONEIDA

“That night I woke up with a headache so I had
to go downstairs to the dorm office to get some
Tylenol. When I went back to bed I fell asleep
with my robe and slippers still on because I was
so tired. When 6:02 a.m. rolled around I heard
the alarm, except that morning it was twice as
loud! I said, ‘Man, I am doing good, I'm hearing
the alarm twice as loud this morning!’ I looked
up to see my two roommates, who were also on
the morning farm crew, running out the door. I
asked them where they were going and
they said, ‘The alarm is going off!’ I said
‘Well, turn it off’ I went to shut the
alarm off but it wouldn’t turn off. Then
one of my roommates yelled at me and
said, ‘No, Kaitlyn!” That’s when I looked
up and realized that the fire alarm was
going off.

“I thought to myself, ‘Wow, God, You
are so smart.” That whole day the stu-
dents kept looking at me because I had
told everyone that the fire alarm was for
me. I guess when you pray, not only does God an-
swer your prayer, but He also has a sense of hu-
mor. That was the first day I was actually early get-
ting to the farm.

“I've enjoyed my time at Oneida. After I came
to Oneida, my goals seemed to change. Now my
goal is to graduate from college and have a suc-
cessful life led by Christ Jesus. The lessons I've
learned here are more than any textbook could
hold. But the most important thing I've learned
at Oneida is that it doesn’t matter what you’ve
been through, why you are here or how you got
here. You are here and God has a purpose for your
life.”

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org

Wife provides reminder
about following God'’s plan

Knowing God’s plan for our lives
calls for the highest level of com-
mitment from us to carry out His
plan. I call it the “for such a time as
this” commitment (Esther 4:14).

This is the deciding factor be-
tween just knowing God’s plan or
knowing and following
God’s plan for our lives.
My wife, Penny, reminded
me of this commitment
for my own life in a sto-
1y she wrote about me on
the day of my election as
president:

“In 1962 a 3-year-old
boy came with his parents
to Clear Creek. The boy’s
father was a 1949 gradu-
ate of the school and was
| following a call from God to serve
at the school. Little did he know
God was also beginning to weave
His plan, and a love for Clear Creek,
into this boy’s heart.

“The boy grew into a young man
at Clear Creek surrounded by many
professors, students and families
that loved the Lord and His school.
The young man tried to avoid God’s
call on his own life for several years.
At the age of 32, he finally surren-
dered to that call.

“The man told his wife, ‘God is
calling me to preach His word, and

.....
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For such a time as this

The love for God’s school had re-
mained in his heart through all
those years.

“God still was weaving His plan
for this man and Clear Creek when
he graduated in 1994 and went
to pastor a local church. In 1999,
God called this man back to serve
at Clear Creek just like his father
many years before.

“The next eight years.
God would prepare this
man through his work
experience in many areas
of the college. On April
17, 2007, God’s plan for
this man’s life became a
reality as he was elected
president of Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College.

“The words of Morde-
cai to Queen Esther, Yet
who knows whether you
have come to the kingdom for such
a time as this?’ became more real
to him on that day as God’s plan

- brought him from a boy to the

president.”

Pray for all of us at Clear Creek
to have that “for such a time as
this” commitment as God contin-
ues to reveal His plans for Kingdom
work in all our lives.

Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek
Road, Pineville, KY 40977 toll-free:
(866) 340-3196; Web site: www.
cebbe.edu; e-mail: dfox@ccbbe.edu

»
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Authors examine keys to creating ‘comeback churches’

By Shawn Hendricks
Baptist Press

Nashville (BP)—The few remain-
ing people at Terrace Heights Bap-
tist Church in Yakima, Wash., didn’t
want their church to die.

After attendance had dwin-
dled to a handful of members, they
feared the church would soon shut
its doors for good. Something had to
change fast.

Terrace Heights is one of many
churches in the United States that
started out strong, stopped grow-
ing and then fell into a period of de-
cline. Currently, 70 percent of South-
ern Baptist churches have either lev-
eled off in growth or are declining,
according to recent studies.

In the new book, “Comeback
Churches: How 300 Churches
Turned Around and Yours Can Too,”
authors Ed Stetzer and Mike Dodson
researched 300 churches among 10
denominations around the coun-
try. They mapped out a detailed ap-
proach to restoring “plateaued” or
declining congregations. The book is
published by B&H Publishing Group,
the publishing division of LifeWay
Christian Resources.

According to Leadership Journal,
which the authors cite in the book,
340,000 churches are in need of
church revitalization.

“Over time, most churches pla-

teau, and most eventually decline,”
Stetzer writes. “Patterns and tradi-
tions that once seemed special even-
tually lose their meaning. ... (Congre-
gations) become more concerned
about a well-used policy manual
than a well-used baptistery.”

For Terrace Heights, realizing

tion, get the church working togeth-
er for a common solution, and deter-
mine what to do together.”

Stetzer, who will become director
of LifeWay Research June 1, has au-
thored several books and is current-
ly co-pastor of Lake Ridge Church
near Atlanta. Dodson has served as

there was a problem was

a pastor and church plant-

the first step. [ er strategist for more than
The second step in- 10 years.

volved being more upfront Many struggling

about the church’s vision churches are focusing

and direction. The congre-
gation toughened its mem-
bership requirements by
unveiling a new members’
course and a yearlong new
members’ “boot camp.”

“They were desperate
for anything that might bring life,
Terrace Heights Pastor Rob Morris
said. “We know it is working because
we have seen very few people leave or
stop coming to the church.”

Having the courage to admit
mistakes and take action is where
church revitalization begins, the au-
thors say.

“Business as usual will contin-
ue to produce the same slow or no-
growth environment that plagues
the large majority of churches,”
Stetzer and Dodson write. “The
church will need to have an honest
evaluation of their current condi-

ROW 300 CHORCHES TURKRD
AROTND AHD YOURS CAN 700

ED STETZER = 2

too heavily on the wrong
things, such as worship
and preaching styles, they
say.

“The wrong question
is whether your church is
‘traditional’ or ‘contempo-
rary’ and which is better,” the au-
thors add. “The real issue is wheth-
er your church is biblically faithful,
acting as the presence of Christ in
the community at large, able to re-
late Christ to people in culture, and
is on mission.”

Most of today’s struggling church-
es fail to relate to their communities,
the authors contend.

Since 1991, the adult population
in the United States has grown by 15
percent. During that same period,
the number of adults who do not at-
tend church has nearly doubled, ris-
ing from 39 million to 75 million.

As staggering as that statistic
might sound, most of today’s church-
es still are not adapting to this grow-
ing trend. The authors contend this
is more of a “heart” issue than one of
strategy and style.

“Most Christians don’t like lost
people,” Stetzer and Dodson write.
“We wish it were not so, but itis. Lost
people don’t think like us; they often
don’t vote like us; they influence our
kids; ... they are not our people.”

Christians must get past their
prejudices and focus on relation-
ships and building more small-
group ministries, the authors add.

“Unfortunately, many Christians
make little effort to cultivate new
friends because they feel comfort-
able with the friends they already
have,” Stetzer and Dodson note.

Nearly all growing churches have
an outreach strategy, and almost all
declining churches do not, the au-
thors say. People need community,
they add, and it is up to the church
to provide that community.

“People who are connected in
community are more likely to make
the journey to connect with Christ,”
Stetzer and Dodson write.

“This study reveals that there
is hope for struggling and declin-
ing churches,” they add. “Church-
es can be restored, renewed and re-
vitalized.”

National WMU introduces print-on-demand Bible study resources

Birmingham, Ala. (BP)—National
Woman’s Missionary Union is now
offering print-on-demand Bible
studies to help small groups in
churches increase in biblical and
missional understanding of their
responsibility and opportunities for
sharing the gospel.

The Bible studies are available for
all age levels as part of WMU’s new
Generation M (M stands for missions)
brand of online products. Genera-
tion M products can be purchased
and downloaded from the WMU on-

line store, www.wmustore.com.

Among the Generation M prod-
ucts is a 52-week Bible study based
on the Book of Acts. Intended to
spark discussion and understand-
ing about present-day missions and
missions involvement, the “Christ
Followers” series provides an undat-
ed lesson plan to be used by small
study groups any time of year. The
intergenerational series includes
four units of 13 sessions designed
for preschoolers, children, youth
and adults.

Do you need time

“Christ Followers is general and
timeless, making it applicable to all
Baptists and other Christians who
want to grow in their understand-
ing of God’s call on their lives,” not-
ed national WMU Executive Direc-
tor Wanda Lee. “The series features
stories from missionaries (center-
ing on) missions involvement for in-
dividuals by offering relevant ideas
for ministry in today’s world.

“With Christ Followers, all ages—
grandparents, parents and chil-
dren—will study and learn from

the same Scripture references each
week, making intergenerational ac-
tivities a part of everyday life,” she
added.’

Other Generation M products in-
clude MissionsQuest, the individ-
ual achievement plan for Acteens,
the WMU missions organization for
teenage girls.

“Beginnings,” another print-on-
demand Bible study, uses an in-
ductive approach to Bible study
for small groups in homes or apart-
ment ministries.

“The wrong
question is whether
your church is
‘traditional’ or
‘contemporary.’

... The real issue
is whether your
church is biblically
faithful.”

Ed Stetzer and Mike
Dodson, authors of
“Comeback Churches:
How 300 Churches
Turned Around and
Yours Can Too.”

DVD intends to challenge, enlighten Mormons

and space to...

... reconsider how you do ministry?

... reflect on personal growth and professional
effectiveness in ministry?

... Tenew your emotional and spiritual
resources?

w aybe you need a sabbatical. Join
J’; A us for the Sabbatical Leave

Planning Workshop. Topics include:

purpose and focus of the sabbatical, educat-

ing the congregation about sabbatical leave,
helping the congregation develop a sabbati-
cal leave policy, planning the sabbatical,
funding the sabbatical, the minister’s
family on sabbatical, sabbatical leave

opportunities at BTSR.

» Thursday, June 14, 2007. 9am to 4pm.

Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond

Registration is $95 (includes lunch, copy of Clergy Renewal: The Alban
Guide to Sabbatical Planning and Under the Predictable Plant.)

Scholarships are available to cover 50 % of the regisiration fee

For more information or to register: 804.204.1240 or
888.339.2877 (tol! free); scminfo@btsr.edu..

BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY AT RICHMOND

e N AN IO PO
SCHOOL of
CHRISTIAN MINISTRY

Salt Lake City (BP)—The “Jesus Christ/Joseph
Smith” DVD distributed across Utah and oth-
er parts of the country this spring was intend-
ed to be upsetting, the co-director of the DVD
said.

“I was offended when I was told these same
things when I was a Mormon,” Randy Gavin
said.

“The reverence I held for Joseph Smith kept
me from taking a critical look at him,” he add-
ed. “If you’re going to trust your salvation to
something, you need to take a critical look at
it.?

The DVD has sparked criticism from within
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
and in other religious circles. An LDS news re-
lease said the church has weathered similar
attacks throughout its history and is not sur-
prised that groups are trying to restrain its
growth. ¢

The Anti-Defamation League, meanwhile,
condemned the DVD in a news release as the
same kind of “plain, old-fashioned Mormon-
bashing” various groups have been “spewing”
for more than 25 years.

Gavin, however, cites Jesus’ teachings in
John 6:54-61 as one of his guidelines for the
DVD, comparing the disciples’ distressed reac-
tion to Jesus’ teaching of eating His flesh and
drinking His blood to the reaction some Mor-

mons will have to the DVD challenging their
faith.

“They’re going to be offended,” Gavin said.
They will investigate the DVD’s claims, he not-
ed, and likely will become mad over various
biblical falsehoods inherent to Mormonism.

“That’s what Iwent through, as well as other
people I've talked to,” Gavin said. “If had never
been offended, I would have never known.”

The ultimate goal of the DVD, Gavin said, is
to “reach Mormons with the truth of who God
is.” The DVD attempts to do that by addressing
Smith—the “epicenter of Mormonism,” Gavin
said—and explaining how “his doctrines of God .
contradict God’s revelation.”

Planning for the DVD began in September
2005 by Gavin and Floyd McElveen, author of
“The Mormon Illusion,” along with LaBarge
Media, the New Yorkbased group that pro-
duced it.

The distribution, which Gavin described as
the largest known outreach to Mormons, is still
not complete. Gavin said 700,000 DVDs will be
sent out worldwide over the next few months
and a Spanish version is being planned. Nu-
merous churches have requested DVDs to dis-
tribute in their communities.

Hundreds of volunteers across Utah hung
the DVDs on doorknobs March 25 in white plas-
tic bags that said “Good News for LDS.”



10 -~ WESTERNRECORDER

PEOPLE

MAY 15, 2007

PRAYER

PARTNERS

Please pray for the
following requests
associated with the
Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s
partnership missions
efforts:

m Pray for the launch
of the new missions
partnership between
the KBC and the
Baptist Convention of
Maryland/Delaware
approved last week
by the KBC Mission
Board. The three-year
partnership is set for
January 2008 through
December 2010.

m Pray for missions
growth team leader
Randy Jones and KBC
executive director Bill
Mackey as they seek
God’s leadership for

a new partnership
missions department
director.

® Pray for volunteer
teams preparing to
serve this summer
in Brazil and other
locations.

MounTtains 10 THE Mississippi

u BROOKSVILLE—Brooksville Church
recently called Tony Cox as pastor.
® CAMPBELLSVILLE—Mount Carm-
el Church recently called Freddy
Thompson as pastor.
= COVINGTON—East Dayton Church re-
cently called J.C. McKinney as pastor.
Ninth Street Church ordained An-
dre Jouett as a deacon March 18.
=DUNMOR—Charlie Jones, pastor of
New Hebron Church, was ordained
to the gospel ministry May 6.
m GREENSBURG—Bethlehem Church’s
youth department sponsored Youth
Fest 2007 March 16-26 with Brian
Rafordy as keynote speaker. Sever-
al churches in the area participated
and 58 spiritual decisions were re-
ported. Gary Ervin is pastor.
= INDEPENDENCE—Tim Freimuth, pas-
tor of Bethesda Community Church,
was ordained to the gospel ministry
March 25.
m LaCENTER—Mount Pleasant Church
recently called Jerry Hamilton as pas-
tor.
u| ANCASTER—Freedom Church is
holding revival services this week
through May 18, 7 p.m., with Bill
VanWinkle as evangelist. Sherman
Isaacs is pastor.
= | QUISVILLE—Walnut Street Church
recently marked 40 years of televi-
sion ministry. The church first went
on the air May 7, 1967, broadcasting
worship services live in the Kentuck-
iana viewing area. Rusty Ellison is
pastor.
= MORNING VIEW—Piner Church or-
dained associate pastor B.J. Donahue
to the gospel ministry April 1.
# PADUCAH—Olivet Church ordained
Chris Prescott to the gospel ministry
April 22. SKip Parsons is pastor.
mRINEYVILLE—Louis Johnson recent-
ly resigned as minister of music at
Rineyville Church. Johnson, who
was manager of the LifeWay Chris-
tian Store in Elizabethtown, accept-
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New Cypress Church will hold
a Bible conference May 21-23,
6:30 p.m. Speakers include
Tommy Drury and Mike Cum-
mings, May 21; Jeff Noffsinger
and Ron Sivells, May 22; and
Roger Heltsley and Mike Cum-
mings, May 23.

ed a relocation promotion with the
LifeWay Christian Store in Tusca-
loosa, Ala.

m SHELBYVILLE—Clayvillage Church
will celebrate Homecoming May 27.
Bob Fields will lead an adult Sunday
school assembly at 10 a.m. and Bill
Burkhalter will preach in the 11 a.m.
worship service. Other activities will
include a catered lunch and a 2 p.m.
patriotic service in observance of Me-
morial Day. For lunch reservations,
email leebolton@bellsouth.net by
May 21.

m SOMERSET—Slate Branch Church re-
cently called Troy Strunk as youth
minister.

= WINCHESTER—New Hope Church
will hold revival services May 20,
11 am. and 6 p.m, and May 21-23,
7 p.m., with Marion Brewer as evan-
gelist.

What’s going on?

Mail your happenings to
Mountains to the Mississippi at
Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253.
.E-mail: wesrec@earthlink.net.

2 KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION

@KBC CaLENDAR OF EVENTS

May
21-23 Youth Ministers Spring Retreat,
Georgetown College.

22 Women of Worth Lifestyle
Evangelism Conference, Northside
Baptist Church, Princeton.

June

2 Church Weekday Education Seminar
Crestwood Baptist Church,
Crestwood.

9 Technical Ministries Conference,
Baptist Building, Louisville.

9-16 Kentucky Changers, Russellville.

11-15 Mission Adventure Camp for
Girls, Cedar Crest.

15-16 Mother/Daughter Overnight,
Cedar Crest.

17-24 All-State Youth Choir/Orchestra
Tour, Campbellsville.

18-22 Mission Adventure Camp for
Girls, Cedar Crest.

22-23 Acteens Splash, Girls in Action
Overnight, Mother/Daughter
Overnight, Jonathan Creek.

23-30 Kentucky Changers, Maysville.

25-29 Mission Adventure Camp for
Girls, Cedar Crest.

29-30 Mother/Daughter Overnight,
Cedar Crest.

30 Baptist Nursing Fellowship
Summer Luncheon, Farmdale
Baptist Church, Frankfort.

July

2-3 Mother/Daughter Overnight, Cedar
Crest.

5-7 Express Mission Adventure Camp
for Girls & Boys, Cedar Crest.

5-7 Pursuit Student Leadership
Academy, Campbellsville
University.

7-14 Kentucky Changers, Monticello.

9-13 Mission Adventure Camp for
Girls, Cedar Crest.

19-20 Quarterly Prayer Meeting for
Spiritual Awakening, Northside
Baptist Church, Mount Vernon.

25-26 Kentucky Baptist Secretaries’
Summer Conference, Baptist
Building, Louisville.

27-28 World Missions Unlimited,
Immanuel Baptist Church,
Lexington.

For more information, call (800) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org

‘Women of Worth’ evangelism event
scheduled for May 22 in Princeton

Louisville—Kentucky Baptists’
2007 Women of Worth Lifestyle
Evangelism Conference is set for
May 22 at Northside Baptist Church
in Princeton.

The theme of this year’s confer-

- ence is “Love Wash Over Me.” Phyl-

lis Hendry, president of Lead Like Je-
sus in Augusta, Ga., will be the fea-
tured speaker.

Michael O’Brien, former lead
singer for NewSong, will lead a time
of worship. The program also will in-
clude dramatists Melinda Brinson

and Monica Hutchinson of Somer-
set, and sign interpreter Tyra Lokey-
Robinson of Lawrenceburg.

The pre-session conference will
begin at 4 p.m., and the main ses-
sion will be held from 6:35 to 9:15
p.m. Registration is $20, which in-
cludes light refreshments served be-
fore the main session.

For more information or to reg-
ister for the event online, visit
www.kybaptist.orgfwow or call (502)
489-3580 or toll-free in Kentucky at
(866) 489-3580.

| - GuassiFiep Aps

FOR RENT: Family reunion or wed-
ding parties. Highway 30A, beach-
side, 75 yards from the ocean; more
than 5,000 square feet, eight bed-
rooms including five masters; full
gameroom;large dining area; private
heated pool. Call Suzannah at (800)
397-2708; www.reunionhouse.org.

FOR SALE: Exciting Bible study. 102
fascinating Bible topics for group
discussions by Preston Taylor. Chap-
ter topics: angels, evangelism, fami-
ly, forgiveness, health, love, tempta-
tions, war, worship. Ten scriptures
on every topic with questions. Each
chapter has an illustration that pro-
motes discussions. Xulon Press, 225
pages, $13.99. Cokesbury 20% dis-
count; Barnes-Noble, Amazon, etc.
Noted seminary professor: “Nothing
like this book.” Pastors and group
leaders: Build enthusiasm with this
new concept for small groups.

SEEKING: Ministry assistant to
youth and children’s minister. Ap-
plicant should be proficient using
Word, Excel, PowerPoint and Pub-
lisher. Individual must possess ex-
cellent people skills. Interested ap-
plicants may submit resumés to Per-
sonnel Committee, Shively Baptist
Church, 1599 Sadie Lane, Louisville,
KY 40216.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music/worship leader. Send resu-
mé to Grace Community Baptist
Church, 7300 National Turnpike,
Louisville, KY 40214; e-mail: gcbc7300
@peoplepc.com.

SEEKING: Parttime financial sec-
retary. Hours and salary negotia-
ble based on education and experi-
ence. For more information: http:
[/broadwaybaptist.org/position
available.html. E-mail letters and re-
sumés, attention Mr. Larry Dauen-
hauer, Broadway Baptist Church,
4000 Brownsboro Road, Louisville,
KY 40207; phyllis@broadwaybaptist.
org.
SEEKING: Teaching pastor for
shared pastoral staff model to lead
growing, missions-focused church
in northeast Nelson County. Church
currently has two full-time associ-
ate pastors and one part-time mis-
sions intern; worship attendance
300-350 (two services), Sunday school
185-200+; candidates must have an
earned Master of Divinity (or equiv-
alent) or higher degree and have
demonstrated experience in leading
a growing church. Send resumé to:
Teaching Pastor Search Committee,
Bloomfield Baptist Church, PO Box
217, Bloomfield, KY 40008.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of mu-
sic for southeast Louisville church.
Send resumé to Khill@universallinen
.com; or call Jeff at (502) 263-4099.

SEEKING: Youth minister and mu-
sic minister or combination—this
could be full- or parttime. Submit
resumé with letter of interest to: Sil-
ver Creek Baptist Church, PO Box 97,
Berea, KY 40403.

SEEKING: Part-time youth lead-
er. Please send resumé to brooks124
@peoplepc.com (Subject: Youth lead-
er); or mail to Calvary Hill Baptist
Church, PO Box 482, Stanford, KY
40484.

SEEKING: Minister of students/
recreation (6th grade through college
age). Accepting resumés until May 31.
Send to: Red House Baptist Church,
2301 Red House Road, Richmond, KY
40475; or thbc@redhousebc.com.

SEEKING: Part-time/bivocational
minister of music (approx. 20 hours/
week). Duties include leading Sun-
day morning worship and evening
congregational singing in blended
music style, plus leading adult choir,
youth choir and children’s choir.
Send resumé to: Search Committee,
McHenry Baptist Church, PO Box

. 154, McHenry, KY 42354; or. email
mchenrybaptist@voyageonline.net.

SEEKING: Pastor for Munfordville
Baptist Church in Munfordville, Ky.
Interested parties should mail resu-
més to: MBC, PO Box 768, Munford-
ville, KY 42765.

SEEKING: Music minister/director
to lead the Sunday and Wednesday
services and work with the choir
and individuals in providing spe-
cial music for small, rural church.
Looking for a person with strong
Christian morals who can work well
with our pastor and set the tone for
a Spiritfilled worship service. If in-
terested, send resumé to Mt. Eden
Baptist Church, PO Box 310, Hawes-
ville, KY 42348. For more informa-
tion, contact Alberta Morris at (270)
927-8755.

SEEKING: Community-minded se-
nior pastor for a church with an ex-
isting community outreach pres-
ence. Morganfield First Baptist
Church is located in a small, western
Kentucky town, and has an average
attendance of 200-250 in two Sun-
day morning services—one contem-
porary and one traditional. This is
an awesome church with a strong po-
tential for growth. Send resumés to:
Pastor Search Committee, First Bap-

tist Church, 200 North Morgan St.,
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‘God was in the room with us’

IMB couple returns to Tanzania to tell others ‘what a wonderful God we serve’

By Charlie Warren
Arkansas Baptist News

Moshi, Tanzania (ABP)—Only a few
months after being shot and at-
tacked with machetes during a vi-
‘cious robbery in Tanzania, two
Southern Baptist missionaries are
on their way back to that mission
field.

Carl and Kay Garvin stayed in Ar-
kansas to recuperate from the Feb.
23 attack in a remote village south
of Moshi, Tanzania. In late April,
they traveled to Nairobi, Kenya, for
missionary meetings and a prayer
retreat before returning to Tanza-
nia May 6.

The Tanzanian authorities ap-
prehended the alleged robbers
and would-be murderers, but the
Garvins said they still are reeling
from the harrowing evening when
they were attacked in a rural inn.

Commissioned by the South-
ern Baptist International Mission
Board, the Garvins had just finished
working in neighboring churches
and were settling down after din-
ner when two men burst into the
building, shouting for everyone to
get on the floor. Baptist volunteers
traveling with the missionary cou-
ple ran to their rooms, but when the
Garvins retreated to their room, the
men tried to break the door.

Couple injured in attack

Carl Garvin braced his back
against a bed in the small room with
his feet on the door to hold it closed.
The door finally broke, collapsing
onto Garvin’s head and cutting him
deeply. He was partially blinded by
blood pouring into his eye. One of
the men swung a machete at Garvin,
who said he blocked the blow with
his left arm.

“I felt the force of the blow, but
I did not feel amy pain,” he said.
“The man was wild-eyed. He looked
demon-possessed to me. He was
very much out of control. He nev-
er-stopped. He just kept constantly
swinging. I counted six or seven hits
on my body.”

At the same time, another “very
calm” man stood in the hallway with
a pistol. When the men demand-
ed money, the Garvins gave them a
purse and a wallet. As the first in-
truder laid down the machete, Mrs.
Garvin picked it up and took a swing
at him. She said she hadn’t noticed
the man in hall until he shot her.

“I told Carl, ‘He shot me,”” she
said, “I'was in disbelief that the man
did that. I truly thought I was going
to die.”

The bullet entered above her left
breast, went through her lung and
lodged in her back. Doctors later dis-
covered that it missed her aorta by
an inch.

Garvin said he expected the
worst. “I thought I was going to get
shot,” he said. “We had seen their
faces. I was not afraid, but I was re-
signed to the fact that the next bul-
let would be mine.”

Instead, the men took the mon-
ey and a few possessions and left.
Garvin, a military nurse for 34 years
-and veteran-of the Vietnam War; be-
gan treating his-wife. .~.7.". .00

RETURNING TO SERVICE Carl and Kay Ga
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rvin, Southern Baptist international mis-

sionaries to Tanzania, returned to that mission field less than three months after a

brutal attack and robbery.

“I had seen gunshot wounds, and
I knew that the chest was not a good

_place to get shot,” he said. “I thought

I would lose her. I found it very dif-
ficult to say much more than a sen-
tence prayer.”

Just then, volunteers Joe and Cin-
dy Lennon, members of First Baptist
Church of Harrison, Ark., and Rudy
Dehrens, a member of Grandview
First Baptist Church of Berryville,
Ark.,, emerged from their rooms.
Dehrens, a nurse, began treating
Mrs. Garvin.

Bones in Garvin’s knee and arm
were damaged severely. He orga-
nized locals to move his wife to a car
to transport her to the nearest med-
ical facility, in Moshi—a two-hour
drive over rough roads.

“All T could do was pray short
prayers,” Kay Garvin said. “Lord, I
love You. ... Lord, thank You for Your
protection.”

She said she asked God not to let
her die.

“I knew if I went to sleep I would
never wake up,” she said. “I looked
out the window. The sky was bright.
The stars were beautiful, and I said,
‘Lord, I know You are all around,

and I know You're going to protect
me.’ But I still had that fear. For
two hours, I did not know if I would
make it.”

~ As she looked at the stars, she
said, she started to sing “God is so

_good,” and the others joined in.

IMB workers start prayer cﬁain

Once on the road, Garvin called
the IMB strategy associate in Nairo-
bi, who happened to be in a meeting
with IMB vice presidents. IMB per-
sonnel then called the Garvins’ chil-
dren and started a prayer chain.

Three missionary doctors and
a Muslim physician the couple be-
friended met the Garvins at the clin-
ic in Moshi. Meanwhile, the IMB ar-
ranged for a medical evacuation
plane, equipped with a doctor and a
nurse, to fly to the nearby Kiliman-
jaro airport. Lanterns were placed
on the airstrip so the plane could
take off.

The Garvins had to get special
permission to leave the country. Fi-
nally, 12 hours after the attack, they
arrived at a hospital in Nairobi to re-
ceive complete medical treatment.

Today, Garvin has a steel plate in

his arm. He will be unable to drive or
lift anything for three months. His
knee may require future surgery.

Garvin said he and his wife have
heard skeptics ask how God wouid
permit such an attack on His mis-
sionaries. Garvin calls that “shallow
thinking.” : ‘

“God was in the room with us,”
he said. “God allowed our bodies
to be touched, but our lives were
preserved. God’s purpose was they
could only go so far.”

God enabled everyone to remain
calm throughout the ordeal, Garvin
added. God provided a driver to the
hospital, protection on the diffi-
cult journey to Moshi and comfort
to the injured during the trip, he
said. Moshi even had electricity that
night—an uncommon occurrence.

“This is not our story. It is God’s
story,” he said. “It is a story of His
mercy, His grace, His power, His tim-
ing, His miracles. It was miracle af-

_ter miracle.”

Mrs. Garvin attests to that pow-
er. After surgery, she held the .38-

caliber bullet once embedded in |

her back. She said she would like to
keep it.

“It was given to me personally,
and I want it back,” she joked, add-
ing that she plans to mount it on a
necklace and use it as a conversation
piece about God.

The Garvins said they firmly be-
lieve that their return to Africa is
necessary as a way to reach more
people in Tanzania and encourage
other missionaries there.

Despite all she has been through,
Mrs. Garvin said she’s excited to go
“home.”

“There will be many things we
will have to face as we return, but
God has seen us through so much al-
ready (that) I am sure He will see us
through these things also,” she said.
“We look forward to see His plan for
our life and how He will use us to
share the gospel. We want to share
what He has done for us, and we
want the African people to see what
a wonderful God we serve.”

A place of prayer

A e s

Clyde Meador (left), executive vice president of the Southern Baptist International Mission Board, offers a praye

r of dedica-

L35

tion for a missionary prayer garden at the IMB’s International Learning Center in Richmond, Va., in memory of missionary
Deborah McCord, who died of cancer in 1998. A missionary to the Western Pacific, Southeast Asia and Oceana for 17 years,

« » McCord was known as-a “prayer warrior." The prayer garden was dedicatgd Aprj/ 16. (IMB photo)
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“I thought | was -
going to get shot.

... We had seen
their faces. | was
not afraid, but | was
resigned to the fact
that the next bullet
would be mine.”

Carl Garvin, IMB mis-
sionary to Tanzania
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County Missionary H.B. Edwards
By Bill Nichols

Horace B. Edwards was born and reared in Oklahoma; after high school he
attended Oklahoma Baptist University in Shawnee. He came to Kentucky in 1938
to sell Bibles. He met and later married Mabel Hubbard, a native of Clay County.

Bro. Edwards started working for Kentucky Baptists in April 1946 as pastor of
Annville Baptist Church and local missionary in the Annville area. In January 1947
he became pastor of two churches, Royal Oak and Elk Lick. In July 1948 he moved
back to Clay County to become the Associational Missionary in the Goose Rock
Association, serving until 1954 when he became County Missionary. In 1958 the
Goose Creek Association disbanded and Edwards became Associational Mission-
ary for the Booneville Association.

In 1965 Edwards became District Missionary of the Booneville and Irvine Associa-
tions; he labored among these thirty-six churches until his retirement. Edwards
died in 1987.

[At the end of July, Bill Nichols retires as missionary for Booneville and Irvine
Association, completing sixteen years of service. He and Charmane will move to

Richmond.]

Council of the Southern Mountains Records, 1970-1989

Berea College’s Special Collections & Archives proundly announces the
availability of the Council of the Southern Mountains Records, 1970-1989.
This collection, now accessible to the public for research and study,
documents changes in welfare rights, miners’ rights, mine health and safety,
strip mining, and women's rights, among other things, in the Southern
Appalachian Region. A finding aid for this collection, as well as one for the
first set of CSM documents (1912-1970) is located online in the Southern
Appalachian Archives collections. The website features summaries of
CSM's activism in Appalachia during the 1970s and 1980s, a number of
photos, a timeline of projects and activities, and a page including various

resources. http://www.berea.edu/hutchinslibrary/specialcollections/
exhibit/exhibitsaalOlintro.asp

CELEBRATING HISTORY

During 2007 the following churches
celebrate significant anniversaries.

Church City
200 Rockbridge Baptist Church Springfield
Mount Carmel Baptist Church Campbellsville
Friendship Bapti;t Church ‘Campbellsville
150 Patesville Baptist Church Hawesville
Providence Baptist Church Frankfort
Rochester Baptist Church Rochester
Hopewell Baptist Church Leitchfield
Campbellsburg Second Baptist Campbellsburg
Madison Avenue Baptist Church Covington
Buck Grove Baptist Church Ekron
Olivet Baptist Church Paducah

May 15, 2007

BAPTIST HISTORY AND HERITAGE SOCIETY
ANNUAL MEETING

Campbellsville University, June 7-9, 2007
Theme: “African Americans in Baptist History”

Meeting information and registration available online:

www.baptisthistory.org

Main Street, Williamsburg Celebrates Centennial

Condensed from the book, What God Has Done Main Street Baptist
Church, 1906-2006, by Eric L. Wake

In 1885 the Mt. Zion Association was created with ten Baptist
churches at the first meeting. In 1906 another Baptist church was
organized at Tenth and Main Street and was called the Second
Baptist Church. But why was the church organized at this location?
Longtime church member, Paul Steely, declared, “We were a church
that was organized ... on the basis of convenience for where we were
at the time.” Several of the members had moved to Williamsburg
from more rural areas, and they wanted to establish a church in West
Williamsburg. On May 5, 1906, eleven members joined together from
five different churches. Their first meeting place was an abandoned
school building, “Barefoot School,” purchased for $265.37. One
member described the structure as “a long building, with warped
floors and was, to put it mildly, pretty well worn and dilapidated.”
A new building was completed and dedicated the first Sunday in
June 1911.

The first full-time pastor was W.H. Brummett (1855-1927), beginning
June 1, 1906.The church had an annual call by secret ballot.
Brummett was the candidate and every year he was reelected by
unanimous vote. However, one year a vote was cast against him;
Brummett declared he would no longer be pastor until he discovered
who had cast the negative vote. This created a disturbance in the
church and the negative voter demanded his letter “on grounds that
he could not fellowship [with] the church any longer because there
wasn't any religion in the church, and he did not approve of the way
the church conducted their services.” His criticism resulted in the
church withdrawing fellowship from him.

Pastor Brummeit was known as a generous man, sometimes serving
without pay when church finances were low, and he would pay for
items the church needed from his own pocket. In January 1923 the
church elected him to an unlimited term as pastor.

In 1926 the church changed their name to Main Street Baptist Church.
Pastor Brummett developed health problems and in 1927 his
resignation was refused; the church gave him a two-month paid
vacation. His last church business meeting was October 15, 1927; he

died on December 29, 1927.

Waiting

The eerie silence of a long wait
Before the expected arrives

Is filled with much apprehension
Fears overshadow reason to persist
In waiting for the outcome.

William L. Kaufman
Retired Director of KBC Brotherhood
90 Slices of Life A Book of Poetry

Vantage Press, 2005

Baptists and Bible Translation

The Spring 2007 issue of Baptist History and Heritage, journal of
BH&HS, will include five articles that focus on the historical role of
selected Baptists in Bible translation. An introductory article looks at
general developments and will be followed by four other articles
featuring the translation involvements of Edgar Johnson Goodspeed,
Ann and Adoniram Judson, Helen Barrett Montgomery, and Charles
Bray Williams. Copies can be secured from BH&HS.



