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Center of worship

High Impact church opens its doors

to residents of Mount Sterling area

By Drew Nichter

News Director

Mount Sterling—About a block from the main square of down-
town Mount Sterling, at the corner of High and Howard
streets, sits a vacant building. The old gothic structure has
remained dormant since First Baptist Church of Mount
. Sterling made the move to a new facility six years ago.
The doors have been closed ever since.

Until now.

The sound of praise and worshlp once
again emanate from the old church
thanks to its new tenants, The Bap-
tist Worship Center. One of the

youngest of the Kentucky Baptist

Convention’s High Impact church-

BAPTIST
WORSHIP CENTER

The Drake family, (from left) Marcy, Grace, Travis and Paige, stand on the steps of
The Baptist Worship Center’s new facility. The building, located in downtown Mount
Sterling, is the former home of First Baptist Church of Mount Sterling. It stood va-
cant for six years before the High Impact congregation moved in. They celebrated
their first Sunday worship service in the facility Sept. 2. (Photo by Drew Nichter)

es, the congregation and its pas-
tor, Travis Drake, have flung open
the doors to welcome in the peo-
ple of Mount Sterling.

“We want to be as public as we
can,” Drake said.

The new facility is a tremen-
dous step forward for the 50-mem-
ber church that, until recently,
met in the Ramada Inn confer-
ence center near Interstate 64,
a home not seen as ideal by the
community. Drake said he hopes
the move will bring some legiti-
macy to a church that has been
perceived as another fly-by-night
church plant.

“Our biggest challenge was
people realizing that we are a le-
gitimate church,” Drake said.
“We’re not going to give up; we're
going to keep moving forward.”

[ See Church seeks to break ... Page 3

Ky. associations prepare to pray ‘With One Voice’

By Kristie Randolph
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Louisville—Carl Cooper is on a
mission to see revival come to Graves
County through prayer.

A lay leader serving as prayer
ministry director for Graves County
Baptist Association, Cooper has de-
veloped a prayer newsletter, coordi-
nated a prayer team and organized
numerous prayer meetings.

Now, he’s focusing his efforts on
promoting the Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s Sept. 11 “With One
Voice” statewide prayer gatherings,
an event he believes will help bring
about much-needed revival in Ken-
tucky.

“We are excited for this event
because we need revival now more
than ever in our association, our
nation and around the world,” said
Cooper, who will be attending his as-
sociation’s event at New Vision Bap-
tist Church in Mayfield.

Graves County Association is
one of 66 Kentucky Baptist associa-
tions participating in the “With One
Voice” simultaneous prayer gather-
ings.

All events are scheduled for 7:30
p-m. Eastern time and 6:30 p.m. Cen-
tral. Each participating association
will host one gathering at its office
headquarters or a local church.

GCBA leaders and volunteers
have already hosted weekly prayer
meetings specifically for “With One
Voice,” sent invitations to civic and
other denominational leaders, and
issued news releases to local papers
and radio stations.

One church has even volunteered
to sponsor an ad in the Mayfield Mes-
senger, the area’s daily newspaper.

“We don’t want this to just be
a Baptist thing,” Cooper said. “Our
hope is for all kinds of Christians to
join us on Sept. 11. We need to pray
for God’s will to be done.”

All 66 prayer gatherings are open
to the public. At each location, Bap-
tists and other Christians will gather
for approximately one hour of con-
certed prayer. In most cases, the vast
majority of the time will be dedicat-
ed to praying.

According to Randy Jones, mis-
sions growth team leader for the
KBC, the event is part of the celebra-

tion of the 300th anniversary of the
founding of the first Baptist associa-
tion in the United States.

“This was designed in keeping
with the tradition of associations—
doing together what we can’t do by

ourselves,” Jones said. “This is an op-

portunity for everyone to come to-
gether in prayer.”

The event also follows up on two
years of prayer tours in which a team
of KBC leaders traveled the state to
lead prayer gatherings. In 2005, the
team traveled the perimeter of the
state, making more than 30 stops for
prayer gatherings of Kentucky Bap-
tists. In 2006, the leaders’ travels fo-
cused on the interior of the state.

KBC leaders said they hope the
simultaneous nature of this year’s
prayer emphasis will spark large
numbers of Christians to partici-
pate.

“Even if they can’t make it to the
actual event, I would encourage all
Kentucky Baptists to pause and pray
for spiritual renewal and revival,”
Jones said. “There’s power in prayer,
and there’s power in many people
praying for the same thing.”

Court: Washington
school can deny
Bible club charter

Portland, Ore. (ABP)—A federal
appeals court ruled Aug. 24 that
a Washington state high school is
not required to charter a Bible club,
since the club allows only Chris-
tians to be full members.

In Truth v. Kent Public School
District, a unanimous three-judge
panel of the Oregon-based 9th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals said Ken-
tridge High School in Kent, Wash.,
does not have to offer official recog-
nition to the Truth Bible Club.

The decision stems from a 2003
lawsuit filed on behalf of two then-
students at Kentridge by the con-
servative Christian legal group Al-
liance Defense Fund. The students
sued after the district refused to
charter the Truth club because the
club intended to limit full member-
ship to Christians who have pro-
fessed a “belief in the Bible and in
Jesus Christ.”

District officials said limiting
membership in a club based on re-
ligion violated the district’s anti-
discrimination policy. Attorneys
for the students, meanwhile, con-
tended that other student clubs
the school had already recognized—
such as a gay-straight alliance—lim-
ited membership on the basis of ide-
ology. Therefore, they said, refusing
to recognize Truth violated the stu-
dents’ religious freedom under the
First Amendment as well as a law
that assures religious groups have
access equal to that of other organi-
zations in public schools.

But a federal district court agreed
with the school district, and the ap-
peals panel upheld that ruling.

In an opinion written by Judge
Clifford Wallace, the court not-
ed that Truth could still meet on
school property even though not of-
ficially recognized and that other
Christian groups had gained recog-
nition without requiring that their
members be Christians.

“On their face, the district’s non-
discrimination policies do not pre-
clude or discriminate against re-
ligious speech,” Wallace wrote.
“Truth also has not shown that the
district justifies its nondiscrimina-
tion policies with reference to the
content of a message Truth’s dis-
criminatory conduct may attempt
to convey. The policies are content-
neutral.”

ADF attorneys vowed to appeal
the ruling. “Public high school offi-
cials cannot treat Christian students
on campus as second-class citizens,”
said ADF Legal Counsel Tim Chan-
dler. “The school district’s so-called
‘non-discrimination’ policy is sup-
posed to prevent discrimination on
campus. Instead, the school officials
are using the policy to discriminate
against the Truth Bible Club, which
simply wanted the same access as
other groups at Kentridge High.”
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Hundreds of Baptist relief workers assist flood victims

By Mickey Noah
SBC North American Mission Board

Rochester, Minn. (BP)—More than
570 disaster relief volunteers from
the Minnesota-Wisconsin Baptist
Convention and eight other states
are working to aid victims affected
by recent flooding in southeast Min-
nesota.

The Minnesota disaster relief ac-

tivities are based in Winona, a town
of some 27,000 located along the
Mississippi River on the Minneso-
ta-Wisconsin state line, about two
hours southeast of Minneapolis-St.
Paul. Officials estimate that as many
as 2,000 homes in and around Wino-
na have been impacted by the flood-
ing.
“Southern Baptists everywhere
need to pray for these people in Min-
nesota and Wisconsin,” said Dave
Wedekind, who along with his wife,
Jeanne, serve as co-directors for di-
saster relief for the Minnesota-Wis-
consin Baptist Convention.

Long-term recovery process

Calling the floods the “worst in
Minnesota since 1997,” Wedekind

Annual soul-winning focus set for Oct. 7. “The Harvest ...
His Plan, Our Passion” is the theme for Southern Baptists’
Oct. 7 “soul-winning commitment day.” The emphasis is
part of the North American Mission Board’s “On Mission
to Share Jesus” initiative. “It is a time when SBC churches
are encouraged to promote evangelism, inspire, motivate,
enlist and share the gospel,” said Dick Church, NAMB'’s
church evangelism resource manager. “Hopefully, it will re-
new a church’s passion for reaching the lost.” Church said
NAMB is offering a myriad of downloadable resources at
www.namb.net/omtsj to assist congregations as they plan
On Mission to Share Jesus Sunday.

Louisiana College to name law school after Pressler. Bap-
tist-affiliated Louisiana College will establish a new “bibli-
cal” law school named after Paul Pressler, the Texas appeals
court judge known as an architect of the Southern Baptist
Convention’s conservative shift. The college hopes to open
the Judge Paul Pressler School of Law in 2009, according to
Joe Aguillard, president of the 1,000-student school in Pine-
ville, La. Aguillard said the law school—which would be the
school’s first doctoral program—will teach “a biblical world-
view” and seek accreditation with the American Bar Asso-
ciation. Pressler, a Baptist layman from Houston, served in
the Texas legislature and practiced law before being named
a state judge in 1970. He later was appointed to Texas’ 14th
Court of Appeals, from which he retired in 1993.

Registration opens for BP journalism conference. Students
will be challenged to attain “Excellence in Journalism” with
a biblical worldview at the 7th annual Baptist Press Colle-
giate Journalism Conference Oct. 11-13 in Nashville. Lau-
ren Green, a religion correspondent for Fox News, is among
the keynote speakers, as well as Manny Garcia of the Miami
Herald, Don Boykin of the Atlanta Journal-Constitution and
Gary Fong of the San Francisco Chronicle. Students can reg-
ister by visiting the conference Web site, www.bpnews.net/
journalism. Workshop topics will include leadership les-
sons, graphic design, freelance writing, podcasting, photo-
graphy and internships.

Primitive Baptists mark 100th anniversary. The Nation-
al Primitive Baptist Convention is observing its centenni-
al year, including a weelclong meeting in Birmingham that
ended Aug. 24. The predominantly African-American de-
nomination was organized in Huntsville, Ala., in 1907 and
has about 1,500 churches and 600,000 members nation-
wide. A century ago, most Primitive Baptists called them-
selves “hardshell”—unwilling to change or compromise
their beliefs. Staunch Primitive Baptists typically are strict
Calvinists. “They don’t do evangelism because of the doc-
trine of election,” said Bernard Yates, vice president of the
convention. “We had to move from that place to a broader
view of predestination. It’s our responsibility to preach an

teach God’s Word. Let God take care of the rest.” ‘

FLOOD RELIEF Several hundred vol-
unteers from the Minnesota-Wisconsin
Baptist Convention have served more
than 30,000 meals at Cornerstone Com-
munity Church in Winona, Minn., in the
aftermath of recent flooding in south-
eastern Minnesota. (BP photo by Jeannie
Wedekind)

said recovery from the flooding will
be a long-term process.

“Most of the people don’t have
flood insurance because their homes
were not located in a flood plain,” he
said.

Although Winona—located due
east of Rochester, Minn.—is situat-
ed on the Mississippi River, the river
was not a factor in the flooding, We-
dekind said.

Instead, initial flooding result-

ed from 17 inches of torrential rain
that fell in only five hours in south-
east Minnesota’s hill country, Wede-
kind said. The rain caused a dike to
collapse and a series of mudslides.

Southern Baptist disaster relief
units were activated the day after
the rains hit and by Aug. 20 volun-
teers began showing up for duty.

In cooperation with the Ameri-
can Red Cross, the SBC disaster relief
feeding units prepared and served
30,440 meals at Winona's Corner-
stone Community Church from Aug.
20-27, Wedekind said.

Ten mud-out crews from Ken-
tucky, Illinois and Tennessee have
completed four mud-out jobs with
many more to come. A childcare
unit was mobilized out of Illinois,
as well as chaplain units from South
Carolina, Tennessee, Indiana, Illi-
nois, Minnesota and Wisconsin.

“We’ve also recorded 528 presen-
tations of the gospel since we started
early last week,” Wedekind said.

Meanwhile in Ohio, Duane Flo-
ro, ministry evangelism strategist
for the State Convention of Baptists
in Ohio, said disaster relief incident

command centers have been estab-
lished in Mansfield and Findlay by
NAMB and the Baptist State Conven-
tion of North Carolina, respective-
ly. Kentucky Baptist volunteers also
have responded there. (See related
article on page 7.)

Widespread ministry needs

Floro said the flooding impacted
the Findlay area—between Toledo
and Dayton—and across the state to
Mansfield, between Columbus and
Cleveland.

The Ohio state convention is han-
dling childcare and feeding units
in Findlay, a town of about 20,000,
while the North Carolina volunteers
are handling assessment and clean-
up operations.

“We’re actually still doing assess-
ment,” Floro said. “We haven’t been
able to get into some of the little
towns yet.”

Floro said his team—which is
working closely with Buckeye Cen-
tral/Erie Association and with Lin-
coln Heights Baptist Church in Man-
sfield—is projecting at least two
weeks of disaster relief activity.

Convention leaders withdraw blog endorsements

New York (ABP)—Several well-
known Southern Baptist leaders
have rescinded their endorsements
of a controversial blog that pro-
vides news and opinion related to
the Southern Baptist Convention.

Jerry Rankin, David Dockery,
Thom Rainer and Frank Page all
initially offered enthusiastic en-
dorsements of SBC Outpost (Www.
sbcoutpost.com) after it was
launched in June. The site is a col-
laborative effort by several reform-
minded Southern Baptist pastors,
theologians and laypeople.

At the time, Rankin, president
of the SBC’s International Mission
Board, called the blog a “significant
channel of communication that can
serve Southern Baptists.”

But each of those leaders has sub-
sequently withdrawn his approval.

Page, the SBC’s current president,
said in an Aug. 22 column published
by Baptist Press that he retracted his
endorsement because the blog “de-
generated quickly into a place of per-
sonal attack against denomination-
al leaders.” Such Internet-based at-
tacks are part of a trend of church
Web sites detailing allegations, accu-
sations and complaints against lead-
ers, he said.

“Lost people are seeing the deep
division and sometimes hatred that
is flowing forth among churches and
among those who are involved in
convention discussions,” Page wrote.
“For Christ’s sake, stop!”

Rankin said in a similar column
that the blog “has not fulfilled its in-
tended purpose.”

“This had the potential of be-
ing a forum for an objective inter-
change of ideas and opinions that
would contribute in a constructive
way to the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion,” Rankin wrote. “While I contin-
ue to endorse and advocate the value
of open communication and under-
standing that comes from a free ex-
change of ideas, I am retracting my
endorsement of SBC Outpost as the
place for that to happen.”

Rainer, president of LifeWay
Christian Resources, said he had
gladly endorsed the blog as an op-
portunity to focus the denomina-
tion on missions and evangelism.
That didn’t happen, he said.

“My words, instead, were con-
strued by some to be an endorse-
ment of every article that followed,
particularly those articles that were
critical of other entity presidents,”
Rainer said. “That was unacceptable.

I was wrong.”

Other Baptist bloggers, including
Geoff Baggett, pastor of Crossroads
Fellowship in Cadiz, have removed
links to SBC Outpost from their per-
sonal sites.

Reaction from blog contributors
has been mixed. Former SBC Outpost
host Micah Fries announced he is
backing away from the blog as well.

“I envisioned this site to be a
place where substantive dialogue
could happen in a Christlike man-
ner,” Fries wrote. “That has hap-
pened in tremendous ways at times.
Unfortunately, however, I have also
been disappointed to watch folks on
both sides of these divides who sim-
ply don’t play well with others.”

Benjamin Cole, recently named
associate pastor of Emmanuel Bap-
tist Church in Enid, Okla., said the
blog operates best if contributors are
free to disagree with convention pol-
icies and question administrators.

“We will not deny ourselves any
occasion to speak our minds as hon-
estly, forcefully, and even controver-
sially as we deem necessary,” Cole
wrote. “Ultimately, our freedom to
dissent is of much greater value to
our Baptist identity than is our need
for magisterial affirmation.”

Mohler: Confessions of faith more important than ever

Louisville (BP)—The Christian faith
includes essential doctrinal content
that the church must believe, teach
and confess, Albert Mohler told stu-
dents and faculty members during
the annual fall convocation Aug.
28 at Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary.

Preaching from Hebrews 11:1-6
and Acts 16:30-31, Mohler said a clear
articulation of central Christian doc-
trines in a confession of faith is
more important than ever for evan-
gelical churches and seminaries be-
cause they minister in a postmodern
culture that denies the existence of
objective truth.

“We must understand that Chris-
tianity is not a mood,” Mohler said.

“It is not an emotion. ... It is estab-
lished by the truth of God’s Word,
by the saving reality of God’s deeds
in Jesus Christ, around certain def
inite doctrines without which it is
not possible to exercise the kind of
faith that saves.”

The faith of which Scripture
speaks includes irreducible truths
such as the character and attributes
of God and the person and work
of Christ, Mohler said, noting that
creeds and confessions are impor-
tant summary statements of these
truths that have a long and venera-
ble history.

Baptists have been a confession-
al people throughout their history,
Mohler said. Southern Baptists did

not adopt a confession until 1925 be-
cause the denomination’s churches
and associations had their own state-
ments of faith. The SBC first adopted
the Baptist Faith & Message in 1925
because denials of God’s truth were
rampant in the culture and were
threatening churches, Mohler said.
Some argue that the Bible is their
only creed, but Mohler noted that
cults such as the Jehovah’s Witness-
es and Mormons also claim the Bible
as their source of doctrine. Thus, it is
important for Christians to know, in
summary form, what the Bible teach-
es. While Scripture is the sole author-
ity for Christians, confessions serve
as concise expressions of its most im-
portant doctrines, Mohler said.
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Harmon resigns
KBC post to lead
Somerset church

Louisville—French Harmon,
leader of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s
church devel-
opment team
since Novem-
ber 2006, has
announced his
resignation to
accept the pas-
torate of First
Baptist Church
of Somerset.

Harmon, who has served on
the KBC Mission Board staff
since 2004, previously was a
church development strategist,
associate team leader and inter-
im team leader for the KBC'’s for-
mer church development and
evangelism team.

Prior to joining the KBC
staff, Harmon served as pastor
of Fort Mitchell Baptist Church
and First Baptist Church of Al-
len as well as associate pastor
of First Baptist Church of Rus-
sell and assistant pastor of Uni-
ty Baptist Church in Ashland. A
graduate of Marshall University
in Huntington, W. Va.; Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in
Louisville; the University of Lou-
isville; and Reformed Theologi-
cal Seminary in Charlotte, N.C;
he also worked part-time as a
campus minister in Prestons-
burg and Pikeville.

KBC Executive Director Bill
Mackey noted that Harmon
“has made a significant contri-
bution to our staff in helping to
implement Kentucky Baptists
Connect.”

Citing Harmon’s other min-
istry initiatives during his time
with the KBC, Mackey said,
“Having come from the local
church and being a younger
pastor, he has been able to pro-
vide initiatives related to involv-
ing our young leaders.

“His loss will be felt among
us,” Mackey added, “but we’re
grateful that he will provide
the creative and spiritual lead-
ership that First Baptist Church
of Somerset desires.”

Harmon, who has been serv-
ing as Somerset’s interim pastor
since Easter, will begin his full-
time responsibilities there at
the end of September.

Reflecting on his work with
the KBC, Harmon noted, “It was
an honor to be part of the Ken-
tucky Baptists Connect initia-
tive. Every day has been a bless-
ing.
“I'm looking forward to the
next chapter of our ministry,”
he added. “We felt the Lord call-
ing us to this new ministry.”
~ First Baptist, Somerset, “has
always been a great church and
a historic church in the KBC,”
he said. “We’re going to plant
ourselves there and help re-
build the church and allow the
Lord to take it to new heights.”

Harmon and his wife, Ra-
chael, are the parents of three
children, Trae, Madison and
Jack.

French Harmon

Church seeks_ to hreak ‘stained-

i

Continued from page 1

Drake said he hopes the congre-
gation can now avoid falling into the
trap of “staying inside,” by breaking
through what he calls the “stained-
glass barrier.”

“We will have to go past these
walls,” he declared.

One thing that sets The Baptist
Worship Center apart from the oth-
er High Impact churches is its name.
The congregation is the only one
with the word “Baptist” in its name.

“I know that there studies out
there that say you don’t gain any-
thing from it,” Drake pointed out,
“but I'm just a forward person and
I believe when people are search-
ing for a church, they do want to
know who you are and what you are
about.”

Early calling

Drake said his path to Mount
Sterling was determined early on.
Answering the call to ministry in
his early 20s, Drake, 27, got involved
with Emmanuel Baptist Church
in his hometown of Stanton. He
crammed a lot of experience into
a short amount of time, becoming
the director of youth while enrolled
in classes at Liberty University in
Lynchburg, Va., through the school’s
distance learning program. All the
while, Drake noted, he felt God was
pulling him in a different direction.

“God started putting it on my
heart to plant a church,” Drake re-
called. “I knew it would happen one
day, I just didn’t know when.”

In 2005, Drake left Kentucky
to serve at Faith Baptist Church in
Monroe, Ga. With his wife, Mar-
cy, and daughter, Paige, by his side,
Drake took on the roles of associate
pastor and minister of youth at Faith
Baptist.

The next year, Drake’s calling
began to take shape. His father,
George Drake, a member of Stan-
ton Baptist
Church; and
Jack Fletcher, -
director of mis-
sions for Red River
Baptist Association, be-
gan exploring the possi-
bility of beginning a new work in the
Mount Sterling area.

With a core group in place and
support from Stanton Baptist, as
well as Porter Memorial Baptist
Church in Lexington, Fletcher be-
gan looking for someone to lead the
mission.

“When we found out that Trav-
is had felt called to come back up
to this area to do a church plant, ...
all of it came together and just fit,”
Fletcher recalled.

Family struggles

Once Drake agreed to lead the
church, the team began discus-
sions with the KBC about becoming
a High Impact church. Everything
was on schedule to begin in March
of this year, when life changed dra-
matically for the Drakes.

The family was scheduled to
move back to Kentucky from Geor-
gia on Feb. 9. But on Feb. 6, Marcy,
who was six months pregnant with
the couple’s second daughter, went
into labor. Grace Drake was born two
days later, weighing only 1 pound,
10 ounces, and with a slew of dan-

HIGH IMPACT CHURCHES

FOURTH IN A SERIES
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A BORN CHURCH PLANTER Travis Drake preaches to members of The Baptist Wor-
ship Center at the church’s former meeting place inside the Ramada Inn conference
center. “We're willing to invest in the community and we want to help reach out to

them,” Drake said. (Photo by Drew Nichter)

gerous health problems.

Shortly after Grace was born, doc-
tors began giving her medication to
close the PDA artery in her heart,
which in most babies closes on its
own shortly after birth. The med-
icine caused her stomach to con-
strict, creating a perforation and al-
lowing air and fluid from inside the
stomach to leak out.

Doctors decided it would be best
to transfer Grace to a hospital in Au-
gusta, Ga., two hours away. While
her parents were at home pack
ing for the trip, they received “the
phone call that you never want to
get,” Drake said.

“They called us and asked, ‘How
fast can you get here?’” Drake

recalled. “They really
didn’t think she was
going to make it.”

Doctors admin-

istered medication to
Grace that they expect-
ed would keep her alive
only long enough for
her family to arrive in
Augusta.

“They were just
trying to keep her
body going,” Drake
said. “They didn’t
have much hope.”

The first five months of life were
difficult ones for Grace. In that time,
she had two heart surgeries, two
eye surgeries, was treated for bleed-
ing on her brain, and was diagnosed
with Turner Syndrome, a condition
characterized by the lack of a second
X chromosome in females. The time
was stressful for the rest of the Drake
family as well.

“We were spending lots and lots
of money just driving back and
forth,” Mrs. Drake noted. “Financial-
ly, it was killing us.”

Not long after Grace arrived in
Augusta, the Drakes received an
unexpected blessing. An individual
from Faith Baptist arranged for the
family to stay at a missionary par-
sonage at a Methodist church not far
from the hospital.

During Grace’s ordeal, her par-
ents acknowledged they had their
doubts about whether planting a
church in Kentucky was what God
really wanted them to do.

“I often wondered, ‘God, do You
still want us to go or is this Your way
of telling us don’t go?"” Mrs. Drake
recalled.

o ,
-

Sensing that God’s plan for their
lives was still to start the church,
and with Grace’s condition improv-
ing, the Drakes moved to Mount
Sterling in April and launched the
church on May 1.

In June, Grace was transferred
to University of Kentucky Hospital
in Lexington. Only a few weeks lat-
er, as her mother put it, “God healed
Grace’s body.”

Miracle baby

On July 9, she was scheduled to
undergo surgery on her trachea
to aid in her breathing. A couple
of days earlier, after being depen-
dent on a ventilator throughout her
first few months of life, Grace “got
feisty,” according to her mother,
pulled out her breathing tube and
began breathing on her own.

“In a three-day period, she went
from being on a ventilator for five
months to being on nothing,” Drake
said. “It’s just amazing.”

Grace’s doctors still have yet to ex-
plain the sudden change in her con-
dition. But her father has his own ex-
planation.

“My diagnosis is God did it,” he
declared.

Today, Grace is a precocious sev-
en-month old baby. She still suffers
from several health problems, in-
cluding Turner Syndrome, which
will likely affect her for the rest of
her life. Despite Grace weighing only
8 pounds, Drake said she is becom-
ing more like a normal baby.

As for The Baptist Worship Cen-
ter, Drake said the location of the
new facility will help in reaching
the unchurched throughout Mount
Sterling.

“It’s a central place, it’s in down-
town. We’ll be able to work with
events that are going on,” Drake
noted.

The old church facility is still
in the process of being renovated
and the congregation is current-
ly meeting in the building’s educa-
tion wing. Drake said he hopes to
have the sanctuary ready to use by
Easter. But if that does not happen,
Drake affirmed that he is not wor-
ried, since it is out of his control—a
lesson he has learned firsthand over
the past several months.

“You have to leave it up to God,”
Drake emphasized. “If you're faith-
ful and do what God asks of you,
He'll be faithful to do the rest.”

THE BAPTIST
WORSHIP CENTER

AT A GLANCE

Location:
Mount Sterling

Pastor:
Travis Drake

Launch Date:
May 1, 2007

Sponsoring Church:

Stanton Baptist
Church;

Porter Memorial
Baptist Church,
Lexington;

Faith Baptist Church,
Monroe, Ga.
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NOAH volunteers make their mark

By Jim Burton

New Orleans (BP)—On the third
floor of the World Trade Center in
downtown New Orleans, more than
16,000 Southern Baptists have gath-
ered for meals, devotions and fel-
lowship during the last 17 months.
Each has left their mark
on the city in so many
ways.

On a recent Friday night, I stood
in the center of what has been Op-
eration NOAH (New Orleans Area
Homes) Rebuild’s Volunteer Village
cafeteria. With the rush of summer
nearly over, only 65 or so volunteers
were staying there that night—down
from more than 400 on most sum-
mer nights and spring break weeks.

I paused and thought, “If only
these walls could talk,” as I read en-
couraging graffiti left by volunteers
that offered greetings and well wish-
es. They tell a story that vividly illus-
trates the missional nature of South-
ern Baptists.

It’s estimated that Baptists from
more than 34 states have left their
mark on the Volunteer Village cafe-
teria walls. From as far away as Alas-
ka, volunteers have journeyed to
New Orleans to help rebuild homes
damaged by the ravaging flood wa-
ters of Lake Pontchartrain that
swept through much of the city af

FIRST PERSON

ter levees broke. The legacy of Hurri-
cane Katrina left an indelible mark
on this city, but so have the volun-
teers.

As I studied messages left on the
wall, a wave of thankfulness swept
over me. When Operation NOAH
Rebuild was first con-
ceived, there were no
promises of any vol-
unteer response. But mission vol-
unteers from across the nation an-
swered the call to accomplish a task
much larger than any one person.

Across the Gulf Coast, more than
175,000 Southern Baptists have vol-
unteered since Katrina’s landfall
two years ago, USA Today estimated
in a July 19 article. The second clos-
est group is a para-church ministry
with 71,412 volunteers. The second
largest denominational response
has mobilized 56,656 volunteers.

The most lasting mark left by
these volunteers hasn’t been on the
walls of the Volunteer Village cafete-
ria. The greatest mark has been in
the homes and the lives of hurricane
SUIVIVOTS.

During March I was in a home be-
ing rebuilt by volunteers from Foot-
hills Baptist Church in Issaquah,
Wash., a Seattle suburb. The home-
owners were senior adults who had
evacuated to Los Angeles. Their

daughter, Ranata Barrier, was work-
ing with NOAH leadership and vol-
unteers to restore the home. As
the Northwest Baptist volunteers
worked away, she asked that they
stop because she had something to
say. Ranata shared about her par-
ents’ plight and how badly they
wanted to return home. Then with
tears in her eyes she thanked the vol-
unteers.

Thyra Ferguson has also ex-
pressed thanks to NOAH volunteers.
She remembers each of them, in-
cluding some of the more than 150
volunteers from the Georgia African-
American fellowship who worked on
her home. She has each of their
names, and she writes to them reg-
ularly.

As much as we try, there is no way
to measure the impact of Hurricane
Katrina and the depth of hurt it cre-
ated across the Mississippi and Loui-
siana Gulf coasts.

Despite volunteer counts in the
tens of thousands, it’s virtually im-
possible to measure the mark made
in the recovery effort by their work.
We know that relational bridges
have been built, and thousands have
made professions of faith. That’s a
mark we will have to wait to see in
heaven.

Jim Burton is senior director for partnership
mobilization for the Southern Baptist North
American Mission Board

What causes dropouts?

I write this in response to the
study on why young people choose
to leave church, published in the
Aug. 14 issue.

I was in youth minis-
try for 14 years before God
called me to men’s min-
istry. First of all, the term
“church dropout” is a new
one to me. I liked it as
an accurate description of
young people who leave church af
ter high school. But I also approach
this subject from the perspective of
a former student of two Baptist insti-
tutions of higher learning.

From what I have seen, the big-
gest reason for the dropout rate

BAPTIST
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from church is at home. Parents de-
velop bad habits like vacationing
from church in the summers, sid-
ing against their child with a church
minister or member, and also mak-
ing threats about leaving
a church due to personal
conflicts. No matter how
a parent reacts to conflict
at church (leave or stay),
the child will leave when
he or she is old enough be-
cause the link between the
child and church is weak due to hurt
feelings.

Also, some parents stay extreme-
ly busy with non-church activities
during summer months because so
many churches cancel activities for
the summer. And if you announce

summer activities, these parents
become irate. Then their children
suffer yet another disenchantment
with the church. So they learn
from their parents that it’s okay to
get away from God’s house because
you're entitled to it.

But sometimes, someone at
church complains about the child.
And for one reason or another, the
parents seem to side against the
child by not siding with them en-
tirely. So the child seeks revenge
upon leaving the nest by not going
to church. A lot of the reasons stat-
ed in the article were mere excuses.
Children drop out of church due to
reasons that go much deeper.

Eddie Rainbolt
Louisville

Pray ‘With One Voice’ across Kentucky

Our Lord taught us to pray and
the Bible admonishes us to pray con-
tinually. It is an awesome privilege to
pray personally and with others.

Kentucky Baptists will
have a special opportunity
to pray together on Sept. 11
when we gather for simul-
taneous prayer in 62 loca-
tions across the state. The
simultaneous prayer gath-
erings are being collective-
ly referred to as “With One
Voice” and will be held at
6:30 p.m. (CDT) and 7:30
p-m. (EDT).

You can find the prayer
gathering nearest you by visiting
www.kybaptist.org/onevoice.

The Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion has focused on prayer for
many years. Some will remember
the prayer guides for “100 Days of
Prayer.” This was followed by region-
al prayer meetings, which are con-
tinuing.

Two years ago, we held the “Pray
the Perimeter” prayer tour. God
blessed several of us on the KBC

PARTNERS IN
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Bill Mackey

staff along with Woman’s Mission-
ary Union Executive Director Joy
Bolton to travel the perimeter of the
state and pray with 1,374 people in
32 locations. Last year, we
followed up with “Pray the
Interior” where we visited
the interior associations
and prayed with about
1,350 people in another 32
locations.

This year, directors of
missions and local leaders
will conduct each prayer
meeting, which are being
held as part of the celebra-
tion of the 300th anniver-
sary of the first association in Ameri-
ca. A KBC staff or related person also
plans to be at each prayer meeting.

The prayer gatherings will fo-
cus on prayer for spiritual awaken-
ing and revival, effective outreach of
the churches, and for ministers and
their families.

I will remember the Pray the Pe-
rimeter and Interior prayer experi-
ences as long as I live. Listening to
the prayers of laypeople and pastors

in brokenness before God was an un-
forgettable experience.

I remember one pastor praying
for his children and the youth to be
saved and that if it required his life
for them to be saved, he would glad-
ly give it. '

I also remember dramatic tes-
timonies of answered prayer. Be-
cause of the prayers of a mother, one
man was delivered from alcohol and
called to preach. In another case, a
wife prayed for her husband to be
delivered from drug addiction. He
is now a pastor of a growing church
and is seeing many other people de-
livered from addictions.

There is great power in prayer.
In Acts 2, the early Christians were
united in prayer and the Holy Spir-
it came in power. At each major ex-
pansion of the gospel in the book of
Acts, the church prayed and the Holy
Sprit guided them into exponential
growth.

May that be true for the church-
es, associations and conventions to
the glory of God and the transforma-
tion of lives!

Bill Mackey is executive director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention
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Make certain you
gain benefit from

fringe benefits

By Jeremy White

Employer-provided fringe
benefits are a significant part of
many employ-
ees’ overall com-
pensation.

The US. De-
partment of La-
bor estimates
that the compo-
sition of com-
pensation for the average pri-
vate industry worker is 73 per-
cent for wages and salaries and
27 percent for fringe benefits.

From my experience, here
are the most common mis-
takes people make when work-
ing with and implementing
fringe benefits with their finan-
cial plan:

Failing to review beneficiary
choices. Your choices of a bene-
ficiary for your retirement plan
or group life insurance don’t
automatically change just be-
cause you have married or re-
married. Many spouses have
been surprised when they learn
that they have not been named
as beneficiary—because of negli-
gence—after a death occurs.

Assuming the human re-
sources department will take
care of everything for you. The
trend is for more and more
choice (and the burden of mak-
ing the choice) upon the em-
ployee. Take personal initiative.

Failing to take advantage of
available employee fringe bene-
fits. Make sure you know all the
available benefits. Then, as the
name implies, use them to your
“benefit.”

Holding too much company
stock in stock option plans or
retirement plans. Learn from
those who suffered great mis-
fortune at Enron. Stay diversi-
fied. Hold other stocks or mutu-
al funds when possible.

Failing to review your fringe
benefit choices annually. Your
family circumstances change.
New options frequently are add-
ed to your company’s plans. Stay
informed.

Contributing too much to
flexible spending plans. It’s
wise to receive a tax deduction.
But if you don’t use it, you lose
it. Estimate conservatively what
you will spend for medical ex-
penses or child care. Otherwise,
you’ll be buying three pairs of
glasses in December to get re-
imbursed.

Failing to obtain profes-
sional consultation outside the
company. You should seek pro-
fessional counsel for some of
the decisions you make, such as
choosing a pension payout op-
tion. Many decisions made with
your employer have lifetime im-
plications.

FINANCIAL
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Jeremy White is a certified public
accountant with Blythe, White &
Associates in Paducah
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Help spouse come to terms
with undeserved jealousy

Q: What should a person do if one’s spouse is jealous
for no good reason? In my case, | have never been
unfaithful or even flirtatious, yet my hushand always
seems suspicious.

That poorly paid, yet oft-quoted writer Anonymous once
penned these words: “Jealousy is nothing more than the

fear of abandonment.” According to

MARR'AGE Wikipedia, jealousy “typically refers

to the thoughts, feelings and behav-

iors that occur when a person believes a valued relation-
ship is being threatened by a rival.”

Jealousy may occur because of a real
threat or a perceived threat. In your case,
the perceived threat is enough to trigger
your husband’s jealousy. Your question
gets at potential strategies you can employ
to help your husband feel more secure and
safer in the relationship.

Talk with your husband about events and behaviors that
seem to trigger his jealousy. Try to be sensitive to avoiding
these situations and behaviors if at all possible. Help your
husband identify anything in his relational history that
would make him especially sensitive to abandonment and
to realize in tangible ways how your relationship differs
from those in the past.

Gently encourage him to see the irrationality in his own
thought patterns and to begin to meditate on Scriptures
such as Psalm 143:8 that speak of the steadfast, unfailing
love of God: “Let the morning bring me word of your unfail-
ing love, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the way I
should go, for to you I lift up my soul.”

Strive as individuals and as a couple to draw nearer to
the God who the Scripture tells us “is a consuming fire, a
jealous God” (Deuteronomy 4:24). How ironic that this pro-
tective jealousy that draws us to a divine marriage also
guards us from the destructive human jealousy that would
result in our earthly marital destruction.—Scott Wigginton

0: As a new school year gets under way, | am concerned
about all the books and other items my kids have to
lug to school every day. Are backpacks causing back
problems for children?

I wish I had invented backpacks! Almost every student
from kindergarten to college carries one. They are the mod-

ern book bag.
PARENTING Besides books, I continue to be
amazed at how much stuff children
cram in their backpacks. Watch a child walking and you can
see the backpack sagging. Help them into the car and you
will discover how heavy the things are. Are your children
hurting themselves? Perhaps.

A growing number of school nurses, pediatricians, chiro-
practors and orthopedic surgeons are reporting injuries to
children caused by the heavy loads they are carrying to and
from school in backpacks. Bones are soft during the devel-
opmental stages of childhood. Excess weight can cause spi-
nal column alignment problems that can lead to skeletal
and muscular problems. Any adult who has carried a bulg-
ing hanging bag over their shoulder for very long can imag-
ine the impact.

According to one Web site, starpacks.com, “Many pedia-
tricians recommend that children not carry more than 10
to 15 percent of their body weight.” However, many of to-
day’s students are carrying around more than 30 pounds
each day. Justas golf bags were redesigned several years
ago to more evenly distribute the weight of the clubs, back
packs also are undergoing changes. The idea is to shift the
weight from the shoulders and back to the waist area. Some
packs also feature inflated straps and lumbar supports.

Encourage your children to limit what they put in their
backpack. Check with your pediatrician or with an occupa-
tional therapist for more information about this issue.—
David Garrard

Family Forum writers are:

David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist
Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org.

James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church
in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex.org.

Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in
Louisville. E-mail: dr.vincent@insightbb.com.

Scott Wigginton, associate professor of pastoral ministries and
counseling at Campbellsville University and minister
of counseling at Campbellsville Baptist Church. E-mail:
sewigginton@campbellsville.edu.

Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box

43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net.

FORUM

What will you do for the sake of Kentucky?

What are you willing to do for Kentucky’s spiritu-

al sake?

This month’s Season of Prayer for State Missions and
Eliza Broadus Offering offer clear ministry
priorities with the 2007 theme: “For the Sake
of Kentucky ... Learn, Pray, Give, Go.”

A four-page insert in this issue of the West-
ern Recorder highlights a variety of minis-
tries Kentucky Baptists can support through
education, prayer, financial gifts and person-
al involvement. Each of the ministries reflect
this year’s theme verse, “I do all for the sake
of the gospel, that I may share in its bless-

ings” (1 Corinthians 9:23).

The season of prayer, set for Sept. 9-16, is
an opportunity for individuals and congrega-
tions throughout the commonwealth to join
in focused prayed for urgent spiritual needs and min-

istry efforts.

Kentucky Woman’s Missionary Union, which does
a masterful job of promoting the season of prayer and
offering each year, has made available a variety of re-
sources for congregations to participate in the annu-

al emphasis.

Among the various resource materials, a church-
wide promotion guide poses the following questions:
® Just what would you do for the sake of your fam-

ily?

m What would you do for the sake of salvation in the

lives around you?

= What would you do for the sake of Kentucky?
Those are timely questions that individual believers
and churches need to ponder and address for the sake

of God’s Kingdom.

In the midst of this year’s season of prayer, Ken-

oy
e
7

tucky Baptists also will gather in dozens of locations
throughout the state Sept. 11 for the “With

i One Voice” simultaneous prayer emphasis.
“As we gather to pray ‘With One Voice,’
our primary purpose will be to pray for spir-
itual awakening,” the season of prayer bulle-
tin insert notes. “We will be praying for the
lost and for God to stir our churches. We will
be praying to see people saved and baptized.
... The need for prayer in our state is great. For

the sake of Kentucky, join us.”

In addition to the crucial focus on prayer,

Trennis Henderson

the 2007-08 Eliza Broadus Offering has a
goal of $1 million. Included in that total is
$675,000 for Kentucky Baptist state missions
and evangelism to support such areas as Appalachian

Regional Ministry, ministries to various language and

ethnic groups, literacy ministry, international stu-
dent ministry, evangelism training and disaster relief.
The offering goal also includes $250,000 for Kentucky
WMU missions education projects and $75,000 for Ken-

tucky special ministries.

The bottom line is that learning about, praying for,
giving to and getting personally involved in state mis-
sions is essential to help Kentucky Baptists reach un-

churched individuals and families throughout the

state with the gospel of Christ.

Take time this month to learn, pray, give and go for

the sake of Kentucky. When it comes to making a last-
ing spiritual impact in our homes, churches, commu-
nities and state, what are you willing to do?

Discipleship starts with follow-through

It seems to be the consistent re-
sounding in my head. It occurs
when I am on the tee box, the free
throw line or in the batter’s box (not
that I am in the latter two
very much anymore). It is
that constant reminder to
pay attention to my follow-
through.

It is amazing how an
otherwise perfectly good
shot can be messed up by
not paying attention to
the after shot. It had such
promise at the beginning
but my elbow went wild, or
I stiffarmed it or countless
other things that cause it
to fail to live up to the potential it
had at the beginning.

There are some striking paral-
lels to youth ministry. This time of
year seems to be full of community
outreach events, revival meetings,
bacleto-school rallies, See You at
the Pole events and numerous oth-
er activities geared to reach unsaved
students with the gospel of Christ.
I have seen hundreds of students
come to know Jesus this time of year
through these types of events. But
like my errant golf shot or off-the-
mark free throws, what started well
doesn’t always finish well. We have
not done a great job—or sometimes
any job at all for that matter—of fol-
low-through with students to help
them become growing disciples of
Christ. It is as if our responsibility
ends when they become Christians.

So how do we help today’s stu-
dents, like our Royal Ambassadors
say in their pledge, “to become a
well-informed, responsible follower
of Christ”?

Begin with the end in mind. In
a recent conversation I had with
Steve Coleman, youth minister at

Youts MiniSTRY
CornER

Joe Ball

New Work Fellowship in Hopkins-
ville, he said, “Start with the end in
mind. What do you want your stu-
dents to look like when they come
out of your youth pro-
gram? What does that stu-
dent need to look like and
have experienced while he
or she was a part of our
youth ministry?

“We have students who
can quote a lot of stuff, but
there’s no life change,” he
added. “Don’t just look for
numbers. We are going to
be held accountable for
the time we had those stu-
dents.” ]

We must have a vision for the con-
tinuum of discipleship. According to
Allen Jackson, professor of youth ed-
ucation at New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, “Discipleship is
not complete until the discipled be-
come the disciplemakers.”

Involve parents. Parents have a
biblical mandate to disciple their
children. It is also what students
want. They want their parents in-
volved in their lives.

According to a recent survey of
young people ages 13-24 conducted
by Associated Press and MTV, when
asked “What makes you happy?”
spending time with family was the
top answer to that open-ended ques-
tion.

Studies by LifeWay Christian Re-
sources and other organizations
have concluded that the spiritual
life of the parents is a key determi-
nant in students staying involved
in church after they graduate from
youth ministry. The research breaks
down this way: If a student comes
from a Christian family where Mom
and Dad model their faith and it is
evident that their faith makes a dif-

ference in their lives, only 20 per-
cent of those students will not be in-
volved in church in their late 20s. If
a student comes from a totally un-
churched family, there is a 50 per-
cent probability they will not be in-
volved in church in their late 20s.
The final number is the most sober-
ing one. If a student comes from a
marginal church family, where the
parents attend church only on Sun-
day mornings and there is mini-
mum involvement beyond that,
there is an 80 percent probability
they will not be involved in church
in their late 20s.

Encourage church involvement.
“A lot of times we lose students
when they get out of high school be-
cause they’ve never really been in-
volved in the church environment,”
Coleman pointed out. He said
church leaders need to help young
people “look for ways they can serve
in the church.” Many youth are tak-
ing calculus in school and are assis-
tant managers at their jobs but at
church we let them serve Kool-Aid at
vactation Bible school.

This fall, scores of students will
come to Christ as a direct result of
the Spirit of God working in our
communities, schools, churches and
families. We need to put into place
now steps to help them begin their
journey of discipleship. Begin Bible
studies, mentoring relationships,
accountability groups, evangelism
training events and related efforts to
help move students deeper in their
relationship with Christ.

We also need to expect the same
spiritual disciplines from our youth
workers and from ourselves as par-
ents. The simple fact is that we can’t
take students where we aren’t.

Joe Ball, a former youth minister at Edgewood
Baptist Church in Hopkinsville, is youth
strategist for the Kentucky Baptist Convention
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Youth leader encourages aduilts to engage teen culture

Jocks o Prneshis Edor
that IfyDll dant. Lexington—How important is
understand their it that parents and youth minis-
culture, you don’t try leaders know what “LOL” and
understand them.” | “ROFL” mean?

; According to youth minister Tim
Youth leader Tim Bargo | Bargo, it matters a great deal. He was
of First Priority one of three presenters at the recent
Tri-States Super Saturday kickoff event in Lex-

ington who facilitated discussion on
“Understanding To-
day’s Youth Cul- #°
ture.” ‘
thatifyoudon’tunderstand their cul-
ture, you don’t understand them,”
said Bargo, who serves through the
Middlesboro-based ministry First Pri-
ority Tri-States.

Just as international missionar-
ies study the country in which they
will serve, youth ministry work
ers should get acquainted with the
world in which US. teens live, he
suggested.

Culture is “the soup our teen-
agers swim in every day,” Bargo said.

He cited several sources, includ-
ing the book, “Youth Culture 101” by
Walt Mueller.

There are 35,000 youth involved
in Kentucky Baptist churches or
ministries, Bargo noted. That com-
pares to a youth population in the
commonwealth of 1.25 million.
“We're losing ground and we’re los-
ing it fast,” he warned.

Despite troubling trends, Bar-
go said many youth demonstrate a
high level of commitment to specif-
ic activities, including Bible study.
“Some commit to Bible club and not
church,” he added.

Another population of students,
many from unchurched homes, now
is attending church for the first time.
“It’s become socially acceptable for
kids to go to church on Sunday,” Bar-
go said.

Research shows youth are inter-
ested in spirituality. Unfortunate-
ly they also tend to have a cafeteria-
style faith. “They pick and choose,”
Bargo said. For example, a student
may understand and appreciate the
teachings and example of Jesus, but
he or she might also claim to believe
in reincarnation.

Theological relativism quickly be-
comes moral relativism, Bargo not-
ed. In one survey,
70 percent of youth
said cohabitation
before marriage is
acceptable; 50 percent of Christian
youth polled in one study indicated
they agree with that view.

In addition to Mueller’s text and
other resources, Bargo recommends
student workers dip their toes into
the “soup” of kid culture.

“Get to know students by getting
to know their media,” he suggested.

MP3 players, such as iPods, pro-
vide youth the opportunity to create
their own “life soundtrack.” Know-
ing the types of music students lis-
ten to shows what they are thinking
and feeling about themselves and
their world, Bargo said. This knowl-
edge also arms parents and ministry
leaders to identify dangerous artists
and lyrics.

“There is a fine line between
knowing the culture and endorsing
the culture,” he cautioned, but add-
ed, “The more you know about their
culture, the more you can make a re-
lationship with them.”

Adults also need to keep up with
how students communicate with
one other, Bargo said. For example,
email and phone calls have been
abandoned by many teens in favor of
text messaging.

By using abbreviations in text
messaging, youth have developed
their own shorthand. For example,
“LOL” and “ROFL” are abbreviations

Lynch: Evaluate your church’s curb appeal

By Trennis Henderson

Noting that a guest’s first seven minutes on

Editor

Lexington—Does your church have curb ap-
peal?

That was among the questions posed by Rod-
ney Lynch during a recent Super Saturday work-
shop at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington.

Lynch, minister of music at Parkway Bap-
tist Church in Bardstown, was among dozens
of leaders who presented more than 100 work-
shops at the Lexington event.

Emphasizing that church facilities “are part
of attracting and keeping people,” Lynch said,
“The impression we give people will keep them
or not.”

Warning that many congregations “don’t
take care of their facilities like they used to,”
Lynch said repairing broken ceiling tiles, water
stains and peeling paint is “part of keeping your
curb appeal.”

Lynch encouraged church leaders to make
a list of the 10 most common eyesores they see
outside their facilities as well as repair needs in-
side the building.

“What do you see that needs to be updated,
fixed or repaired?” he asked.

“Visualize yourself entering your church,
stopping at a welcome center and attending
worship,” he added. “You are a guest at your
church for the first time. What do you see? What
doyou sense? What is the attitude of the congre-
gation? Is your experience warm and friendly?
Will you return for another visit?”

the church property typically create lasting
impressions, Lynch asked, “What message are
you sending to your community and to the un-
churched?”

He said such simple problems as cobwebs,
trash and general clutter can leave negative im-
pressions.

“A lot of times, those who have been at the
church for a long time have blinders on and ig-
nore things,” he noted. “It’s hard to fix some-
thing if you’re not aware of it.

“We need to be intentional about taking care
of our facilities,” Lynch emphasized. “Your land-
scaping, flower beds and sidewalks need to look
good. How we take care of our property will let
the community know how serious we are about
what we’re trying to do.

“Your church is known for something. Is it
known for ugly facilities, cracked sidewalks,
poor landscaping? ... There are some easy things
we can do to beautify” church facilities.

Noting that “it doesn’t take big bucks, but
you've got to stay on top of it,” Lynch cautioned,
“Most churches let it be a domino effect. ... Don’t
just patch; fix it right.”

In addition to the Super Saturday conference
in Lexington, recent workshops have been held
in Owensboro and Pikeville. Super Saturday
events also will be held Sept. 8 at First Baptist
Church of Paducah and First Baptist Church of
Somerset and Sept. 15 at Severns Valley Baptist
Church in Elizabethtown.

YOUTH FOCUS Tim Bargo (seated) visits with workshop participants following his
Super Saturday session on understanding youth culture. (Photo by Dannah Prather)

for “laugh out loud” and “roll on
floor laughing.”

One Sunday school teacher at-
tending the Super Saturday session
said he texts students what will be
discussed on Sunday.

Texting also can encourage stu-
dents to participate in class discus-
sion. Sometimes “kids don’t want to
raise their hand and ask a question,”
Bargo said. A teacher can provide his
or her cellphone number and invite
students to text questions during
class. This permits youth to ask ques-
tions anonymously.

It was noted, however, that not
all cellphone contracts offer free, un-
limited texting so teachers should
make certain that texting their stu-
dents won’t increase their cellphone
bills.

Other strong media influences
include web logs—also known as
blogs—and Web sites such as My
Space.com and Facebook.com.

Christian bands, popular youth

speakers and other members of
the youth ministry subculture use
MySpace and Facebook to commu-
nicate with students, but those sites
also contain material most parents
would find objectionable. Bargo not-
ed that keeping computers in public
areas of the home is the best way to
know where children are surfing on
the Web.

Resources available to help youth
ministry leaders include www.cpyu.
org. It provides podcasts, blogs, tip
sheets, short articles, research, links
and a newsletter to help adults stay
informed about the quickly chang-
ing world of youth culture.

Closer to home, Joe Ball, youth
strategist for the Kentucky Baptist
Convention, authors the blog www.
despisingnone.com, which includes .
a podcast.

For ideas on learning more about
youth culture, contact Ball by e-mail
atjoe.ball@kybaptist.org or by phone
at (866) 489-3353.

Workshop provides new helievers
with tips for staying on right path

By Drew Nichter
News Director

Lexington—When she was a young
Christian, Sue Fowler said she did
not have the strong spiritual sup-
port she felt she needed.

She does not plan to repeat that
mistake with her 8-year-old daugh-
ter, who is a new believer.

“The path is not always going
to be an easy path to follow when
you become a Christian,” said Fowl-
er, a member of Parksville Baptist
Church.

Fowler sought advice at the “Five
to Grow On” workshop during the
recent Super Saturday training con-
ference in Lexington.

Darrell Morgan, pastor of Wil-
liamstown Baptist Church, dis-
cussed the primary issues that new
Christians deal with and ways that
experienced believers can have a
“solid foundational discussion” with
a new believer.

In only four months as senior
pastor, Morgan said his church has
experienced tremendous growth
through baptism. But with that
growth comes the challenge of keep-
ing new believers in the church.

Church leaders are “doing every-
thing we can to make sure believers

get connected and understand what
they’ve done and what God’s done in
their lives,” Morgan noted.

He cited a statistic that showed
many new Christians fall away from
active church involvement within
six months to a year of their deci-
sion to follow Christ. Morgan said he
believes that may be because of a de-
pendence on the excitement of ac-
ceptjng Christ.

“It is an emotxogal event,” Mor-
gan said, “but it isn’t built on emo-
tion.”

Using the book “Beginning With
Christ” as a resource, Morgan in-
troduced five assurances that new
Christians need in order to stay con-
nected. They include:

m Assurance of salvation.

m Assurance of answered prayer.

m Assurance of victory.

m Assurance of forgiveness.

m Assurance of guidance.

“Being a new Christian can be
overwhelming and discouraging,”
Morgan said. But, he added, “God
will help find a way out, if you ask.”

Fowler noted that a strong prayer
life and family—both at home and
church—can help young Christians
overcome concerns such as negative
peer pressure.
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Forums to address
financial support
issues in churches

Louisville—Ministers and
church employees will bene-
fit from tax and compensation
training at the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention’s upcoming Fi-
nancial Support Issues Confer-
ences.

Held on five September
dates at locations across the
state, the events are designed
to provide those compensat-
ed by a church with informa-
tion about tax laws, invest-
ment choices, IRS rules and
more.

This year’s events will be
held Sept. 17 at Hillcrest Bap-
tist Church in Hopkinsville;
Sept. 18 at the Kentucky Bap-
tist Building in Louisville; Sept.
19 at First Baptist Church of
Prestonsburg; Sept. 20 at First
Baptist Church of London;
and Sept. 21 at Central Baptist
Church in Winchester.

Mike Ford, senior relation-
ship manager for GuideStone
Financial Resources, will lead
the conferences. Ford will ex-
amine a variety of tax and fi-
nancialissues, and alsowill pro-
vide information about Guide-
Stone Financial Resources’ new-
est investment products.

Financial Support Issues
conferences are designed for
ministers and their spouses,
church treasurers and other
church employees. Members
of finance, personnel or pastor
search committees are also wel-
comed to attend.

The conferences are free
to attend, but registration is
required. For more informa-
tion, visit www.kybaptist.org/
financialsupport or call (502)
489-3521 or (866) 489-3521 (toll
free in Kentucky).

Student mission demand on the rise in i(y.

Louisville—When Scott and Jack
ie Newman departed for Poland in
2006, they became one of the first
missionary couples ever to be spon-
sored by Baptist Campus Ministry
students across Kentucky.

Having been involved for years
with Kentucky Wesleyan College’s
BCM, the Newmans’ exposure to
missions through BCM came full cir-
cle when they were selected for the
two-year experience that would rely
on funds raised by their fellow BCM
students.

According to Keith Inman, as-
sociate team leader for the KBC’s
collegiatefyoung adult department,
enabling students to send their
peers overseas is just one of the ways
BCMs are responding to the increase
in students seeking mission oppor-
tunities.

The effort further reflects a re-
cent shift in the KBC’s student mo-
bilization strategy. Missions has re-
mained a focus for Baptist Campus
Ministry since its inception, he said,
but “we’re not the gatekeeper any-
more.”

“We can’t get our arms around
the masses of people that want to go
on mission,” Inman said. “This gen-
eration wants to have a hands-on ex-
perience.”

The Newmans are among the

countless students who have been
impacted by the Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s BCM and its commit-
ment to equipping students for mis-
sions.

For many years, BCMs across Ken-
tucky have offered mission opportu-
nities to students through the North
American Mission Board, the In-
ternational Mission Board and the
KBC’s summer Son Teams.

The KBC offered similar opportu-
nities again this summer, but Inman
said students now have more choic-
es available to them through the
Internet and through connections
with international students on their
campuses.

According to Lizzi-beth Spence,
KBC collegiate ministry specialist,
KBC-sponsored opportunities can-
not meet the demands of interest-
ed students.

This summer alone, Kentucky
BCMs mobilized more than 500 stu-
dents for missions work. Only 40 of
those students participated in ef
forts directly sponsored by the KBC'’s
collegiate/young adult department.

“We do whatever we can to help
them get connected,” Spence said.
“More students than ever are partici-
pating in missions because everyone
feels that they can go.”

Inman said he believes the shift

in strategy is critical to the KBC'’s
goal of cultivating missions-minded
leaders in the next generation.

In 2001, Inman participated in
the IMB’s London Summit, where
missionaries and students gathered
to discuss strategies for mobilizing
students in a changing culture.

“During that time, I realized we
were part of a worldwide student
missions movement,” Inman said.
“We started looking for ways to
streamline our efforts and try to get
as many Kentucky students plugged
into missions as possible.”

Since then, Inman said both the
International Mission Board and the
North American Mission Board have
also seen increases in student appli-
cants for short-term missions.

According to Tika Scoles, student
missions mobilizer for NAMB, the
agency has seen an 89 percent in-
crease in participants from the pre-
vious summer.

While spring and summer breaks
continue to be a popular time for
students to be involved in short-term
mission trips, Spence said another
recent shift is that more opportuni-
ties are opening up for extended in-
volvement.

“Students are either taking a se-
mester off school to serve, or going
right after they graduate,” she said.

Kentucky Baptist volunteers respond to Ohio floods

Mansfield, Ohio—Kentucky Bap-
tist disaster relief volunteers from
Northern Kentucky are working to
restore areas affected by flooding in
Mansfield, Ohio.

The Aug. 21 storms caused severe
flooding throughout the city. Flood-
waters have begun to recede and re-
covery efforts are under way.

Last week, a team of three Ken-
tucky Baptist volunteers removed
water and damaged materials
from flooded homes, and also san-
itized the homes to prevent further
damage. Additional volunteers are

scheduled to continue the relief ef
fort in the weeks to come.

The Southern Baptist North
American Mission Board is coor-
dinating the relief effort in Mans-
field. Kentucky Baptist Convention
disaster relief teams are respond-
ing to requests for aid submitted
through the North American Mis-
sion Board.

Kentucky Baptists are part of a
larger network of Southern Bap-
tist volunteers trained to respond
to disasters by manning mass feed-
ing operations, using chainsaws

to clear downed trees and limbs,
cleaning mud out of flooded homes
and other efforts.

Southern Baptist disaster relief
volunteers work in conjunction
with other organizations, such as
the Salvation Army, the American
Red Cross and the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency. Togeth-
er, Southern Baptists compose the
third largest relief organization in
the nation.

For more information about
Kentucky Baptist disaster relief,
visit www.kybaptist.org/dr.

SIMULTANEOUS PRAYER GATHERINGS ACROSS OUR STATE
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Baptist Seminary of Kentucky
celebrates fifth anniversary

Lexington—Baptist Seminary of Kentucky, established in
2002, will hold a public celebration marking its fifth anni-
versary Sept. 8 at 2 p.m. at Calvary Baptist Church in Lex-
ington.

Emmanuel McCall, immediate past moderator of the Co-
operative Baptist Fellowship and vice president of Baptist
World Alliance, will be the keynote speaker. Seminary Pres-
ident Greg Earwood also will speak.

“We stand for the original definition of a Baptist: free-
dom-loving, mission-minded and cooperative-spirited,” Ear-
wood said. He noted that the school’s students “come to us
because they believe in the sovereignty of God and the free
will of human beings; they affirm women, both clergy and
laity, in ministry; and they affirm the role of pastor as a ser-
vant-leader instead of the ruler of the congregation.”

The school, which began with 15 students, currently has
more than 50 students enrolled, Earwood added.

Dalen Jackson, BSK’s first full-time faculty member, was
promoted earlier this year to academic dean and professor
of biblical studies. The seminary recently named Mark Med-
ley as associate professor of theology. i

Baptist Seminary of Kentucky is licensed by the Council
on Postsecondary Education and will submit an application
this fall for associate membership with the Association of
Theological Schools. ;

The seminary is involved in partnerships with George-
town College, CBF, Kentucky Baptist Fellowship and Lexing-
ton Theological Seminary.

For more information, visit www.bsky.org.
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Church residency programs help mentor young pastors

By Mark Wingfield
Associated Baptist Press

Dallas (ABP)—When a Baptist min-
ister graduates from seminary or di-
vinity school, what factors predict
whether that person will succeed or
fail in local church ministry?

Educational training plays a part,
as does the personality of the con-
gregation the minister serves. But
according to data gathered by the
Lilly Endowment, other intangibles
play perhaps an even greater role in
predicting whether that minister
will remain in ministry five, 10 or 15
years down the road.

A good theological education is
essential, but it may not be enough
to help a young minister survive a
first pastorate or a challenging pas-
torate, according to George Ma-
son, senior pastor of Wilshire Bap-
tist Church in Dallas. Establishing
a healthy pastoral identity, gaining
confidence in ministry skills, find-
ing a sense of community—all these
play a key role in preparation for the
pastorate that spans beyond tradi-
tional theological education.

As someone who now seeks to
pass this baton to younger ministers,
Mason himself draws upon a type of
mentoring that is unusual in Baptist
churches. When he became pastor at
Wilshire in 1989, he followed in the
footsteps of Bruce Mclver, who had
served the church 30 years.

What could have been a death
sentence for a young pastor—living

in the shadow of a beloved long-
term pastor who remained in the
church—instead became a- blessing
that sparked a larger movement.
Mclver became a mentor to Mason,
blessed him as pastor and made it
his mission to help him succeed.
And so when Mclver neared the
end of his life, as he and Mason vis-
ited in a room at Baylor University
Medical Center, they realized they
could model for others what they
had learned working together. Their
idea was to create a two-year pro-
gram of mentoring for young min-
isters, allowing them to gain expe-
rience in a healthy large-church set-
ting before setting out on their own.

Pastoral initiative

Thatidea serendipitously collided
with a new initiative of the Lilly En-
dowment, based in Indianapolis. Lil-
ly leadership had taken note of the
coming shortage of pastors in Amer-
ican churches and the high burnout
rate of pastors already serving.

Wilshire became one of the first
congregations in America—and one
of the few Baptist congregations—
to receive a grant from Lilly’s Tran-
sition-into-Ministry program. With
this first $800,000 grant, Wilshire
established a pastoral residency pro-
gram.

Wilshire employs four pastoral
residents in two-year cycles. They
serve as members of the ministeri-
al staff, preach regularly, teach Bi-

ble studies and special classes, par-
ticipate in worship planning, make
hospital visits and have contact with
prospective members. They also
participate in weekly seminars on
preaching and pastoral ministry.

The mentoring process at Wil-
shire takes many forms, some
planned and others unplanned.
Residents report that some of their
most helpful insights come from
sitting around a table dissecting
events they have watched unfold in
the natural life of the congregation.

“We had this all-access pass to see
a live congregation,” said Jake Hall,
former pastoral resident at Wilshire
and now pastor of Heritage Baptist
Fellowship in Canton, Ga. “We got
to take a look at this living, vibrant
body and then go out from that ex-
perience and to see the points of life
in a congregation.”

“Learning by doing”

Alarge part of mentoring is learn-
ing by doing, said Andrew Daugh-
erty, a Wake Forest Divinity School
graduate who left Wilshire’s res-
idency last year to start a Baptist
church in Rockwall, Texas.

“One of the skill sets I learned, (in
addition to) putting other tools in
the pastoral toolbox besides preach-
ing, was how to lean on people who
may be more gifted in some areas of
ministry than I am,” he explained.

Through the residency, hands-on
learning occurs in a safer and less-

threatening environment than a
young minister might find in a first
pastorate.

The end result is a strengthened
calling to ministry and a quiver full
of resources to sustain that calling,
said Sean Allen, a Truett Seminary
graduate who left Wilshire to be-
come pastor of First Baptist Church
of DeLand, Fla.

“The opportunity to come in and
integrate what I had learned in sem-
inary with what little experience I
had had in ministry, to come into an
environment this nurturing and lov-
ing and supporting, it’s essential,”
he said. “I have a lot of friends in
ministry who chose a different path,
and they are now spinning their
wheels in the mud, questioning
their calling. I, on the other hand,
have had my calling affirmed.”

And that’s where the benefits
of mentoring pay dividends for the
church at large, Mason said.

“Churches always try to think be-
yond themselves and wonder how
their energies in serving the Lord,
their financial contributions and ef-
forts will be transformative for the
world. This is a natural extension of
that ambition,” he said. “We hope
through this program we are able
to invest in many young people who
will give leadership to churches be-
yond us, and they then will invest in
others. (We hope) that it has a mul-
tiplication effect and will transform
the Baptist community in America.”

Preaching Workshop

internet - homiletical education - writing * speaking - ministerial counseling - media

‘Dr. Robert Smith, Jr.

Beeson Divinity School
Samford University, Birmingham, AL

Monday, October 8, 2007

9am. -3 p.m.

Hall of Fame Room

Georgetown College
Georgetown, KY

Registration: $35 per person
(includes lunch and a copy of the book “The Giving Myths” by Steve McSwain)
' Limited to 40 participants

To Register, send name, address and check to:
Dr. Eric Fruge
Georgetown College - 400 East College Street - Georgetown, KY 40324

Enhance your speaking, teaching, and writing skills.

featuring

Dr. Robert Smith, Jr.

Sponsored By
The Marshall Center for Christian Ministry

Payable to: The Marshall Center for Christian Ministry

- Funding support from the Eugene and Culley Enlow Excellence in Preaching Endowment -
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“I do all this for the sake of the gospel,
that I may share in its blessings.”
1 Corinthians 9:23 NIV

| Pauline White
| picked up an On Mis-
| sion magazine for what
| she thought was just
some light reading. In-
stead she heard God’s
call to eastern Ken-
tucky. For the sake of
those who are lost and
in great need in Kentucky, Pauline sold
her home in Florida and relocated to
Lynch. A significant response for any-
one, but especially for someone 72 years
old. Pauline now runs a food bank in
Clutts called “Shepherd’s Pantry Inc., A
Southern Baptist Ministry, Feeding His
Sheep.”

Lynn and Angie Wagoner thought
they would satisfy the call to missions by
taking six weeks vacation from their jobs
and devoting that time to mission work.
Instead they found that God wanted them
long-term. For the sake of people with
spiritual and physical needs in Kentucky,
the Wagoners have operated God’s Ap-
palachian Partnership (GA.P.) for the
past eight years to minister to people liv-
ing in a 25-mile stretch of the Southern
Appalachian Mountains around
McDowell.

For the sake of the
lost in the inner city of
Lexington, Pam Pyle
directs ministries at the
Irishtown Baptist Mis-
sion. Through Sunday
worship, youth night,
Bible studies, “Read to
Succeed,” “Feed the
Hungry,” and discipleship ministries, Pam
is leading the efforts to share the gospel
in Irishtown. “It is a joy to share the
gospel with the people and see them re-
spond to God’s love. Itis a joy to see the
dedication of the many volunteers who
love God and love serving in Irishtown.”

Pauline White

Pam Pyle

Pam felt drawn to Irishtown first as
a college student participating in Baptist
Campus Ministry (BCM) at University
of Kentucky. Each week the BCM
would send a group of students to help
the children with their homework.

In 1994 Pam served as a summer
missionary with the Elkhorn Baptist As-
sociation. Part of her time was spent
serving in Irishtown. Pam loved it and
continued to think about the community
long past her summer there.

Later, after a few summers as a sum-
mer missionary in Grand Isle, Louisiana,
Pam felt God’s call back to Kentucky.
She deeply loved both Irishtown and
Grand Isle and thought how great it
would be if she could serve in both
places.

“God can do amazing things and
work things out better than we can ever
imagine. In the fall of 2000, I felt God
calling me to come back to Lexington.
At the same time, the Elkhorn Associa-
tion was looking for someone to serve
nine months of the year in Irishtown.
Then, God worked out the partnership
between the Elkhorn Association and
First Baptist Grand Isle.” :

“Since 2000, I have served nine
months in Irishtown and three months
each year in Grand Isle. The partnership
is such an amazing answered prayer and
blessing. I am so blessed to get to con-
tinue to see how God is at work in both
places.”

For the sake of Kentucky, Teresa
Parrett serves as a Mission Service
Corps missionary helping small churches
know about resources available to them,
such as training, materials, etc. “In my
experience many of our rural churches
were not aware of help available. This
to me is what makes Southern Baptists
so important. Through our many
churches working together, the associa-

2007 Season of Prayer
for State Missions

and

Eliza Broadus Offering

Goal: $1

tions, state conventions, and SBC, the
small church can have resources,
training, etc. at their disposal that
otherwise they might not be able to have
on their own.”

“On June 22, 1999 I met with David
Aker to discuss my call to ministry. David
got me connected with the Missions
Growth Team at Kentucky Baptist
Convention and on January 1, 2000 I
became a Consultant working in the
Mountain Missions Program. I am now
in my 8" year working in the 47 eastern

;000,000

needs, to bring mission teams and
resources into the area to meet those
needs, and traveling toshare the story of
what God is doing in eastern Kentucky.”

Paul wrote of his ministry, “I do all
this for the sake of the gospel, that I may
share in its blessings” (1 Corinthians 9:23
NIV). Kentucky missions volunteers
share in the blessings even as they share
food, clothing, literacy skills, hugs and
smiles. You can share the blessings, too.
For the sake of Kentucky, we challenge
you to learn, pray, give, and go.

Kentucky counties helping to identify

God’s Appalachian
Partnership, a minis-
try in McDowell led by
MSC missionaries,
Lynn andAngie
Wagoner, is housed in
a former coal mine
office building.

A packet of materials has been sent to the WMU director or contact person
in every KBC church. It includes a DVD and teaching plans for all ages as
well as suggestions for churchwide promotion of the Season of Prayer for
State Missions and the Eliza Broadus Offering. Contact Kentucky WMU to

_order posters, prayer guides, and offering envelopes. You may request a
state missions packet by calling Kentucky WMU at 502-489-3534 or toll free,
1-866-489-3534; or by email: kywmu@kybaptist.org. These materials are
provided by the gifts of your church to the Eliza Broadus Offering and the
Cooperative Program. -

Church contributions to the Eliza Broadus Offering should be mailed to: Eliza
Broadus Offering for State Missions, Kentucky Baptist Convention, PO Box
43433, Louisville, KY 40253-0433. Checks should be made payable to
Kentucky Baptist Convention and designated “EBO.” Church Treasurers may
also include EBO contributions with other contributions through the Kentucky
Baptist Convention using the KBC church contributution form and designating
the amount for the Eliza Broadus Offering as “EBO.”

Individuals or groups may contribute directly to the Eliza Broadus Offering.
Please make checks payable to the Kentucky Baptist Convention and notate
“EBO” on the check memo line. Mail these checks to: Eliza Broadus Offer-
ing, Kentucky WMU, PO Box 436569, Louisville, KY 40253-6569. Please
enclose name and address for an acknowledgement of your gift.

Contributions for the 2007-08 Eliza Broadus Offering will be received from
September 1, 2007 throughAugust 31, 2008.
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For the sake of
Kentucky, learn
about the needs in
your community and
across our state...
Learning is the first
step to missions
involvement.

There is a waiting
list for the tutoring
program, with more
children wanting
help than there are
tutors.

The Writer: Joy Bolton
serves as Executive
Director-Treasurer of
Kentucky Woman'’s
Missionary Union.

Please note: The 2007 For
the Sake of Kentucky DVD
complements this article. A
copy of the DVD has been
sent to each pastorand
WMU director / contact

This insert made possible
by the gifts of your church
through the Cooperative
Program and the Eliza
Broadus Offering

September 4, 2007

For the Sake of Kentucky: Learn

In every community in Ken-
tucky, there are people who can-
notread. Some are children strug-
gling to grasp basic reading skills.
Others are adults who never
learned to read when they were
in school. And some are newcom-
ers to our state, learning to both
read and speak English. For the
sake of the gospel, literacy volun-
teers are helping children, youth,
and adults learn.

Jacqueline (Jackie) Walker, lit-
eracy volunteer in Hopkinsville,
says “Imagine a first grade student
struggling at home to learn to read,
struggling to pronounce her words
correctly, and there is no one to
help her because she is the only
one in her family who speaks En-
glish. Or imagine a second grade
boy trying to do his homework and
he doesn’t understand the basic
math facts. Both of his parents
are at work and the only one at

home to help him is an older
brother who dropped out of
school. He can’t help him.”

Literacy ministry is greatly
needed to help people make it in
our technical society. Today it
takes a higher level of education
than ever before to get a decent
job. If students do not get help
with school work, many will be
left behind. Meeting literacy
needs opens a door for the gos-
pel.

Jackie volunteers for the af-
ter school tutoring ministry at First
Baptist Church, Hopkinsville.
Meeting every Thursday after-
noon, about 20 volunteers work
one to one, encouraging and help-
ing children. There is a waiting
list for the program, with more
children wanting help than there
are tutors. Jackie also directs the
English as a Second Language
ministry which meets on Sunday

For the Sake of Kentucky: Pray

If you have participated in the
Kentucky state missions empha-
sis in year’s past, you have prob-
ably used a bulletin insert prayer
guide. Ever wondered what hap-
pened because you prayed?

In 2005 it was no coincidence
that one of the focus areas of the
state missions materials was
Disaster Relief. Just as we were
approaching the 2005 Season of
Prayer for State Missions in
September, the worst natural
disaster ever to strike the United
States came ashore. Her name
was Katrina. And while Katrina
did not do damage in Kentucky,
Kentucky Disaster Relief teams
were already in place before the
storm ever made land, ready to
move out as soon as possible after
the storm.

When we interviewed Larry
Koch, KBC Disaster Relief
Coordinator, and other disaster

relief workers early in 2005, one
thing that was mentioned several
times was the need for rebuilding
teams. It was noted that our
volunteers were good at the initial
response after a disaster, in doing
such jobs as mud-outs, taking
down trees, and other clean-up
tasks. However, what we had
not done was the follow-up, going
back in six months to a year later
to help with rebuilding. So, in
September 2005 we prayed for
“Baptist Rebuilders.” Not only
to rebuild after hurricanes, but
after any type of disaster
including floods, tornados, or
fires - which happen right here
in Kentucky.

Just ask Johnny Beaver,
pastor of Calvary Baptist Church
in Pascagoula, about rebuilding.
“We felt so helpless with five feet
of water in our church buildings
and parsonage.” Kentucky

evenings. There have been as
many as 21 students attending
class.

Jean Dixon, ESL tutor in
Eubank, says that she is involved
in literacy ministry because her
father could not read or write.
“When this opportunity came up,
I knew growing up how daddy
feltliving in a closed world...I can
remember daddy learning some
simple something and being so
amazed that he learned it.” Jean
is enthusiastic about ESL minis-
try and says that “Teaching En-
glish is one of the goals but our
primary goal is to teach them the
gospel. We want them to know
the Lord Jesus Christ. Their time
in the United States might just be
a few years. We want them to
learn about Him so they can go
back and be missionaries in their
own countries.”

First Baptist Church,
§ Hopkinsville.

volunteers Jerry and Etta Butcher
helped the church install a new
kitchen. Hamp Valentine, director
of missions for the Tates Creek
Baptist Association, and
association volunteers remodeled
the second floor of the educational
building.

Now Kentucky Baptists have
committed to provide volunteers
to do rebuild projects on churches
and homes in three associations
in Mississippi and Louisiana for
the next two years. Kentucky
Baptists are also needed to help
with Operaion NOAH Rebuild, a
construction missions effort in the
Orleans East area of New Or-
leans. Rebuild volunteers do not
have to be disaster relief trained
to go and people at all skill levels
can be of help.

In 2003 the state missions
emphasis requested prayer for the
volunteers who serve in Baptist

Rebecca Carnell

Rebecca Carnell, Literacy
Consultant for the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention, trains volunteers
in three types of literacy ministry:
Adult Reading and Writing
(ARW), Tutoring Children and
Youth (TCY), and English as a
Second Language (ESL). Tutors
attend a 16-hour workshop to be
certified in their tutoring area.

Each April, Rebecca leads a
Literacy Conference sponsored by
the Kentucky Baptist Convention
which provides encouragement
and additional training to literacy
volunteers. She is available to
come to your church or associa-
tion.

Many people in Kentucky
need to learn to read. At the same
time, many Kentucky <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>