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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Poll: '08 candidates 
may not be helped 
by religious loyalty 

Washington (ABP)-A new survey 
of voters' attitudes toward presiden­
tial candidates shows that being per­
ceived as highly religious may not 
help the 2008 hopefuls very much. 

The study, released earlier this 
month by two bipartisan public­
interest groups, also suggests that 
many issues most important to con­
servative religious voters aren't as 
important to the wider electorate. 

"So far religion is not proving to 
be a clear-cut positive in the 2008 
presidential campaign," the report 
announcing the survey results not­
ed. 

"The candidates viewed by voters 
as the least religious among the lead­
ing contenders are the current front­
runners for the Democratic and Re­
publican nominations-Hillary Clin­
ton and Rudy Giuliani, respectively," 
the report continued. "On the other 
hand, the candidate seen as far and 
away the most religious-Mitt Rom­
ney- is handicapped by this percep­
tion because of voter concerns about 
Mormonism." 

The idea of a Mormon president 
was least popular among white 
evangelical Republicans who attend 
church weekly. Of that group, 41 
percent said they would be less like­
ly to vote for a Mormon. 

The survey, sponsored by the Pew 
Forum on Religion & Public Life and 
the Pew Research Center for the Peo­
ple & the Press, found that only 16 
percent of respondents viewed Clin­
ton as "very religious." However, she 
outpaced Giuliani. 

According to the report, the is­
sues most important to voters re­
main foreign policy and economics 
rather than social issues many con­
servative Christian leaders have em­
phasized. 

'With One Voice' 

PRAYER MEETINGS Thousands of Kentucky Baptists joined hands and hearts in prayer during simultaneous "With One 
Voice" prayer gatherings Sept. 11 in 70 associations throughout the state. (Photo by Trennis Henderson) 

Simultaneous prayer gatherings urge spiritual renewal 
By Trennis Henderson 
Editor 

New Castle-Listening to the 
words of 2 Chronicles 7:14 and 
singing together "Sweet Hour of 
Prayer," more than 40 pastors and 
laypeople from churches across 
Henry County Baptist Association 
gathered at First Baptist Church 
of New Castle for a time of focused 
prayer the evening of Sept. 11. 

But the small crowd ofbelievers 
wasn't alone. Thousands of fellow 
Kentucky Baptists bowed in prayer 
during simultaneous prayer gath­
erings in 70 associations through­
out the commonwealth. 

"This is our portion of what is 
happening all over the state of Ken-

tucky at this very hour," noted Jer­
ry Anderson, Henry County Associ­
ation's outgoing moderator. 

Citing the goals of "seeking the 
face of our Lord and asking God to 
pour out His blessings on us and to 
send revival," Anderson added, "It 
is our prayer that God is going to 
be honored." 

Likely the largest joint prayer 
effort in Kentucky Baptist history, 
"With One Voice" was a statewide 
follow-up to the previous two years' 
"Pray the Perimeter" and "Pray the 
Interior" prayer tours. The gather­
ings also marked the 300th anni­
versary of the founding of the first 
Baptist association in America. 

Initial reports indicate that sev-

eral of the prayer services attracted 
more than 100 participants each. 
Leaders in each gathering encour­
aged Kentucky Baptists to pray for 
spiritual awakening and revival as 
well as praying for the salvation of 
non-Christians. Each of the services 
also included a prayer time for pas­
tors, church staff members and di­
rectors of missions. 

Kentucky Baptist Convention 
Executive Director Bill Mackey 
helped lead the prayer service for 
Little Bethel Baptist Association at 
Grapevine Baptist Church in Madi­
sonville. 

"In the corporate prayer time, I 
sensed a burden for revival in their 
□ See Simultaneous prayer ... Page 3 

Journey strives to build 'community of faith' in Boone County 
By Drew Nichter 
News Director 

Florence-Traffic is usually hectic 
at the intersection of U.S. Highway 
42 and Hopeful Church Road in Flor­
ence at 5 o'clock on a Wednesday af­
ternoon. Commuters heading home 
from work wait impatiently at the 
red light. But on this day, they no­
tice an unexpected surprise at the 
gas station on the corner. 

With nearly every station in the 
area selling gas for more than $3 a 
gallon, the Blue Pantry sign reads 
$2.79. Drivers dart in to the park­
ing lot left and right. Some motor­
ists drive by twice before pulling in 
to fill up. 

Waiting for them at each gas 
pump are members of Journey, one 
of the Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion's High Impact churches. Each 
·driver is greeted with a cheerful 
"hello" and asked if they would like 
to have their gas pumped and their 

J◊URNEY -event for the northern Kentucky 
church. As Osborne explained, Jour­
ney partnered with a local gas sta­
tion to pay for 30 cents of each gal­
lon of gas sold during a two-hour 
period. During that stretch, church 
members give motorists the royal 
treatment at the pumps as a way of 
reaching out to the community. OUT AND ABOUT Journey Pastor Mike 

Osborne is sending his congregation 
out into the community to reach the 
unchurched in Boone County. (Photo by 
Drew Nichter) 

windshield washed. It is the full-ser­
vice treatment the way it used to be. 

Without fail, each driver asks, 
"Why are you doing this?" 

The answer: "It's just a sim­
ple way of showing God's love," re­
sponds Mike Osborne as he hands a 
"Connection Card" to a woman wait­
ing in her car. 

It is all part of Journey's Fuel Buy 
Down outreach, the second such 

Charlene Burlew was driving by 
with her husband and son and 
stopped for the discounted gas. The 
three of them stood outside chat­
ting with Journey members, while 
their car was being filled up. "This 
is great," she raved. "I give it two 
thumbs up." 

Community outreach has been 
the Boone County church's signa­
ture since its launch one year ago. 
Journey has been aggressive with 
what Osborne calls Link activities, 
which stem from the group's mis­
sion statement, "To love God, love 
people and link them together," Os-

borne noted. 
He called the first Fuel Buy Down 

event in June "amazing," with exten­
sive live coverage from three Cincin­
nati television stations. While Os­
borne considered the exposure "un­
believable," he said the main reason 
was not just to get Journey's name 
out there. 

"Our primary reason for doing it 
was to show God's love to those peo­
ple and to start reaching out and 
forming a link with them," he ex­
plained. 

Journey is "really involved in ser­
vant evangelism," said Rick Robbins, 
director of missions for Northern 
Kentucky Baptist Association. 

Robbins recalled Easter Sunday 
when a teenage girl came to his 
home, handed him a potted plant, 
said "God bless you" and went on 
her way. "I looked at the card and it 
was from Journey," he noted. 
O See Commitment to serve ... Page 8 
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1MB leaders envision 3,000 more overseas missionaries 
"'If you are paying 
more for your utility 
bill than you are 
giving to reach 
a lost world for 
Christ, how does 
that make you a 
missions-minded 
church?" 
Gordon Fort, 1MB vice 
president of overseas 
operations 

By Mark Kelly 
SBC International Mission Board 

Ridgecrest, N.C. (BP)-Many South­
ern Baptist churches that pride them­
selves on being "missions-minded" 
might have a hard time convinc­
ing an impartial observer, a South­
ern Baptist International Mission 
Board leader told trustees Sept. 12 
at LifeWay Ridgecrest (N.C) Confer­
ence Center. 

The meeting was part of a three­
day gathering that included a na­
tional reunion for about 1,000 emer­
itus missionaries at Ridgecrest and 
the appointment of 48 overseas 
workers at Biltmore Baptist Church 
in Arden near Asheville. 

"As I travel, I hear a lot about how 
'missions-minded' Southern Bap­
tists are," said Gordon Fort, IMB vice 
president of overseas operations. 
"I often ask, 'How much does your 
church pay for utilities each year?' 
Then I ask, 'If you are paying more 
for your utility bill than you are giv­
ing to reach a lost world for Christ, 
how does that make you a missions­
minded church?"' 

Southern Baptist churches ought 
to re-examine just how high a priori­
ty missions really is when they claim 
a total of 16 million members yet 
have only 5,234 international per­
sonnel currently under appoint­
ment, Fort said. 

Available missionary force 
"Southern Baptists are great to 

talk about tithing," he told trust­
ees. "I want to ask whether a church 
shouldn't tithe its membership 
to reach a lost world?" Even if just 
1 percent of 10 million active South­
ern Baptists were to enter the mis­
sion force, "we would have 100,000 
missionaries. Instead, we have 
5,000." 

DEDICATION International Mission Board trustees and staff pray for the newly elected 
leader of Southern Baptist work in East Asia and his wife during the board's Sept. 12 
meeting at LifeWay Ridgecrest (N.C.) Conference Center. The new leader's name was 
withheld from publication for security reasons. (/MB photo by Bill Bangham) 

Fort noted that IMB leaders have 
a vision "for 3,000 more active mis­
sionaries on the field. ... Adding 
3,000 new missionaries might be a 
difficult task if we were starting out 
with no resources, but the truth is 
that those 3,000 new missionaries 
are already sitting in our churches, 
and the finances to support them 
are already in our pockets. It's not 
a hard task." 

During their May 2007 meeting, 
IMB trustees allocated $5.2 million 
beyond what was already budgeted 
to fund new missionaries using 2006 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering re­
ceipts to enable sending an addition­
al 200 new missionaries to the field 
in 2007-08. 

The new generation of South­
ern Baptist overseas missionaries is 
learning that the responsiveness of 
groups is directly related to their ac­
cess to the gospel, IMB President Jer­
ry Rankin said. 

"Harvest, or responsiveness, is al­
ways linked to access," Rankin said. 
"There is no harvest where there is 
no proclamation. 

"One of our workers in northern 
Africa- reflecting on the responsive­
ness they were finding in the Mus­
lim world-told me, 'We have discov­
ered that where we sow abundant­
ly, we reap abundantly; where we 
sow sparingly, we reap sparingly,"' 
Rankin said. "The only reason we 
haven't had a more abundant har­
vest in the Muslim world is that we 
haven't found the ways to sow more 
abundantly." 

"Whatever it takes" attitude 
"These are critical times. Global 

events are providing unprecedent­
ed opportunities to penetrate the 
lostness of the last frontiers of Great 
Commission fulfillment," Rankin 
declared. "We must adopt the 'what­
ever it takes' attitude of the Apostle 
Paul, who was willing to risk impris­
onment, beating, stoning and a de­
prived lifestyle that 'they who had 
no news of Him shall see, and they 
who have not heard shall under­
stand."' 

The trustee board unanimously 
elected a new regional leader for the 

board's East Asia region. The new 
leader, whose name was withheld 
from publication for security rea­
sons, was the unanimous choice of 
trustee and administration commit­
tees at every stage of the selection 
process, Fort recounted. This new 
regional leader has served overseas 
since 1994 and succeeds Bill Fudge, 
who retired this past summer after 
a 34-year missionary career. 

In other matters, trustees: 
■ Were informed by IMB trea­

surer David Steverson that despite 
turmoil in the stock market, the 
board's investments fared well in 
July and August, breal<ing even in 
two portfolios while many investors 
lost money. 

■ Heard a report that during the 
previous two months $940,847.58 
from the Southern Baptist World 
Hunger and Relief Fund had been 
allocated to 27 community develop­
ment projects and 23 disaster relief 
efforts worldwide. 

• Allocated the remainder of the 
2006 Lottie Moon Christmas Offer­
ing for International Missions. A to­
tal of$3.7 million was divided as fol­
lows: $1.5 million for initiatives to 
reach unengaged, unreached people 
groups; $600,000 for strategic evan­
gelism initiatives; $900,000 for field 
training in church planting move­
ment methodology; $400,000 for 
field expenses for student mission­
aries; and $300,000 for Bible funds. 

The emeritus missionary reunion 
celebrated the Year of the Emeriti, 
an event held every five years. This 
year's gathering drew about 1,000 
retired missionaries representing 
a collective 26,000 years of service. 
Sixty new retiring workers joined 
the emeritus ranl<s during a recog­
nition service Sept. 11 in Ridgecrest's 
Spilman Auditorium. 

Rainer: Biblical fidelity guides LifeWay 
By Russ Rankin Rainer said LifeWay also has become "one of 

the leaders in relevancy in women's ministry 
and children's ministry, particularly with vaca­
tion Bible school and the launch ofWorship Kid­
Style, a new children's worship ministry." 

Former Baptist missionary dies in 
car-train collision in N. Carolina 

Life Way Christian Resources 
Nashville (BP)-Thom Rainer, president ofLife­

Way Christian Resources, told trustees Sept. 10 
that beyond the achievements Life Way is experi­
encing, it is the organization's commitment to 
ministry that brings him the greatest joy. 

Rainer, addressing trustees during their 
semiannual meeting, outlined three areas in 
which LifeWay's ministry commitment can be 
seen: biblical fidelity, relevance in ministry and 
evangelism. 

Biblical inerrancy is the stance of the South­
ern Baptist Convention "to which we are ac­
countable," Rainer said. "We must claim with­
out hesitation the mantle ofbiblical fidelity and 
depth. LifeWay cannot waver. We stand firm on 
the Word of God and it is our belief that ifwe get 
people deeper into the Word of God, we will see 
lives transformed." 

Highlighting LifeWay's Sunday school re­
sources, Rainer said, "Biblical fidelity continues 
to be a theme as our Sunday school literature 
gets better each year. I have received more and 
more positive feedback from people about how 
Sunday School is meeting their needs." 

The new line of scholarly resources from 
B&H Academic "has made tremendous strides 
in its early months and has swept the academ­
ic world," he added. 

Out of Life Way's commitment to a strong bib­
lical foundation comes an ability to offer rele­
vant resources for ministry, Rainer said, point­
ing to LifeWay Research, which "has surpassed 
all expectations" in its first year of ministry. 

Emphasizing the importance of churches 
participating in VBS, Rainer pointed out that 
"vatation Bible school continues to be the No. 1 
evangelistic ministry in our churches." 

Rainer also affirmed the ministry impact 
made by LifeWay Christian Stores as managers, 
assistant managers and employees across the 
chain of 140 stores "see themselves as ministers. 
We hear more stories of how people's lives have 
been touched by these employees who are lead­
ing people to Christ and ministering to them in 
a time of need. Every time a new store is plant­
ed, it is not an expansion of the chain, but a new 
ministry opportunity." 

Rainer said all across LifeWay there is "a pas­
sion for evangelism exhibited by LifeWay em­
ployees." He highlighted "The Invitation CD," 
sold at cost through LifeWay Christian Stores. 
"Essentially a tract on CD, our stores have de­
termined that this is a ministry essential," he 
said, adding that LifeWay Stores employees are 
equipped and ready for opportunities to share 
the gospel with customers. 

As LifeWay continues to look for ways to im­
prove its ministry effectiveness, Rainer conclud­
ed, "We're going to be an organization that puts 
ministry first. We're going to stand strong on 
the fidelity of Scripture. And we're not going 
to shy away from the exclusive claims of Jesus 
Christ." 

Black Mountain, N.C. (BP)-Dorothy 
Pettit, a former Southern Baptist in­
ternational missionary, was killed 
Sept. 10 in Black Mountain, N.C., 
when a train at a railroad crossing 
struck the car she was driving. 

Pettit, 86, of El Paso, Texas, and 
her husband, Max, were attending a 
reunion for emeritus missionaries at 
the LifeWay Ridgecrest Baptist Con­
ference Center near Black Mountain 
when the accident occurred. 

Pettit and her first husband, the 
late Marlin Hid<s, were appointed 
as missionaries in 1950 and served 
in the International Mission Board's 

western South America region until 
his death in 1957. She transferred to 
the Middle America and Caribbean 
region and began serving at the Bap­
tist Spanish Publishing House in El 
Paso in 1958. Her missionary service 
continued until 1968. 

She married Max Pettit, a for­
mer Southern Baptist missionary to 
East Asia, in 1968. The two of them 
worked at the publishing house un­
til their retirement in 1985. 

About 1,000 emeritus missionar­
ies· gathered at Ridgecrest to attend 
the reunion, which is held every five 
years. 

Windermere wins delay in legal battle 
Jefferson City, Mo. (ABP)-Winder­

mere Baptist Conference Center will 
not face a trial this year in its con­
tinuing legal battle with the Mis­
souri Baptist Convention, based to a 
judge's ruling last week. 

The decision is a victory for the 
center, but attorneys for the MBC la­
beled it a "delaying tactic." 

At a Sept. 10 hearing, Cole Coun­
ty, Circuit Court Judge Richard Calla­
han granted Windermere's request 
to reschedule the trial, which had 
been set to begin Oct. 12. Attorneys 
for the center praised the judge's 
ruling as an opportunity to present 

additional information to the court. 
It would have been the first jury 

trial in the ongoing litigation be­
tween the convention and five for­
merly affiliated institutions. In 2002, 
MBC filed a lawsuit to regain control 
of Windermere, the Baptist Home re­
tirement system, Word & Way news­
paper, the Missouri Baptist Founda­
tion and Missouri Baptist University. 

The convention's suit seeks to 
have the institutions' charter chang­
es to self-perpetuating boards de­
clared illegal. Callahan rescheduled 
the Windermere trial for Feb. 4-8, 
2008. 
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Late giving surge helps set CP giving record for 2006-07 
By Trennis Henderson 
Editor 

Louisville-A late surge in Coop­
erative Program receipts from Ken­
tucky Baptist churches pushed the 
state convention's 2006-07 CP funds 
to a record level as the fiscal year 
closed Aug. 31. 

Congregations across the state 
gave a total of $23,530,304 through 
the Cooperative Program, an in­
crease of $143,107 (0.6 percent) over 
the previous year's recorµ total of 
$23,387,197. 

While the final total fell $31,696 (-
0.1 percent) below the KBC's budget 
goal of $23,562,000, that deficit was 
much smaller than earlier projec­
tions of a $300,000 to $400,000 bud­
get goal shortfall. 

"It was certainly a final day 
surge," noted Lowell Ashby, leader of 
the KBC's business services team. He 
said the $376,419 received on Aug. 31 
"was much larger than a normal last 
day of the month." 

Kentucky Baptists also set two 
other major giving records, contrib­
uting more than $4.2 million to the 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for 
International Missions and almost 
$1 million to the Eliza Broadus Of­
fering for State Missions. 

"I want to think Kentucky Bap­
tists for giving the largest Eliza 
Broadus Offering ever," said Joy 
Bolton, Kentucky Woman's Mission 
Union executive director. "Every dol­
lar of the goal is budgeted for mis-

sions work in the state." -
Affirming the record CP gifts, 

KBC Executive Director Bill Mackey 
said, 'Tm sure that all of our Coop­
erative Program causes were great­
ly encouraged by the response of 
church leadership and churches in 
stepping up to make sure that the 
funds came in to meet the need." 

While pleased with the final to­
tal, Mackey acknowledged that low­
er giving trends during much of 
the budget year meant "all of the 
mission causes had to made adjust­
ments in order to allow for a short­
fall in funding." 

"It's particularly gratifying to see 
us finish so close to budget," he add­
ed. "I think it's an indication that 
Kentucky Baptists are committed 
to missions and evangelism in Ken­
tucky aild around the world. They 
have a heart for fulfilling the Great 
Commission." 

Among other offerings during 
the year: 

■ The Lottie Moon Christmas Of­
fering total of $4,262,408 was an 
increase of $313,478 (7.9 percent) 
over the previous year's record of 
$3,948,930. 

■ The Eliza Broadus Offering to­
tal of $992,696 was $127,527 (14.7 
percent) above the previous year's 
total of $865,169. It also was almost 
$100,000 higher than the previous 
record of$897,648 set in 2003-04. 

■ The Annie Armstrong Easter Of­
fering for North American Missions 
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totaled $1,838,190, falling short 
of the previous year's offering by 
$72,666 (-3.8 percent). 

■ Restricted Kentucky Only gifts 
designated specifically for Kentucky 
Baptist-related ministries declined 
for the fourth straight year. The des­
ignated gifts totaled $419,235, a de-

Foundation initiative highlights planned giving 
By Trennis Henderson 
Editor 

Louisville-Financial experts esti­
mate that at least $41 trillion will 
be transferred from one generation 
to the next by the middle of the 21st 
century. 

As charities seek to capitalize on 
the largest transfer of wealth in U.S. 
history, what role will local church­
es play in helping members practice 
the stewardship of planned giving? 

That was among the issues ad­
dressed last week in the seminar, 
"Equipping Your Church to Culti­
vate Kingdom-Minded Stewards," 
hosted by the Kentucky Baptist Foun­
dation. 

Seminar leader Greg Ring, co­
founder of PhilanthroCorp in Colo­
rado Springs, Colo., said his organi­
zation seeks to "harness resources 
that would have otherwise been lost 
unnecessarily and redeploy those 
dollars to impact eternity." 

The foundation and Philanthro­
Corp recently entered a partnership 
to provide resources to help Ken­
tucky Baptist churches encourage 
planned giving among their mem­
bers. 

"I believe there are members in 
your churches now and in the fu­
ture who would make a planned gift 
for the benefit of their church if they 
were informed and encouraged by 
the pastor and other church leaders 
to do that," noted Barry Allen, pres­
ident of the Kentucky Baptist Foun­
dation. 

Citing "this most opportune time 
in the history of charitable giving," 
Allen said the foundation's goal is 
"to provide you a simple, innovative, 
cost-€ffective and proven tool to cul­
tivate Kingdom-minded stewards in 

PhilanthroCorp co-founder Greg Ring 

your church." 
"We really see this as a real spiri­

tual journey that we're on of helping 
people in the stewarding of their as­
sets," Ring told participants. 

While most non-profit organiza­
tions' fund-raising efforts focus pri­
marily on cash donations, "cash 
makes up about 9 percent of your 
typical member's net worth," .Ring 
emphasized. By contrast, more than 
90 percent of most people's assets in­
clude such resources as home equi­
ty, life insurance death benefits and 
retirement accounts. 

Three primary financial goals 
for many people focus on tax issues, 
family issues and "the need to make 
an impact," Ring noted, adding that 
"planned giving bernmes a way for 
people to steward not just the 9 per­
cent, but everything." 

PhilanthroCorp's partnership 
with the Kentucky Baptist Founda­
tion involves providing three levels 
of Web-based resources. The basic 
level, at a cost of $250 per month, 

includes interactive Web pages "de­
signed to educate your donors about 
planned giving opportunities from a 
biblical worldview." It also includes 
an interactive estate plan organizer, 
downloadable marketing materials 
and donor tele-seminars. 

The second level, at a cost of 
$1,000 per month, adds enhanced 
Web pages and up to four charita­
ble estate plans per year. The top lev­
el, with the cost based on services of­
fered , includes an annual market­
ing plan, charitable planning assis­
tance for all donors and annual cli­
ent training sessions. 

As part of the new program, 
the foundation is offering one-year 
grants of $250 per month ·to each 
of the first 10 Kentucky Baptist con­
gregations that apply and qualify for 
the service. 

Citing the foundation 's limited 
resources to develop its own com­
prehensive Web-based planned giv­
ing program, Allen affirmed the po­
tential impact of partnering with 
PhilanthroCorp. 

"We don't have to reinvent the 
wheel," Allen said in an interview 
after the seminar. "We've spent the 
last eight months in dialogue with 
PhilanthroCorp and in tweaking 
their service for it to be applicable in 
the local church." 

Noting that many people "just 
don't think about their church" as a 
planned giving recipient, Allen said, 
"This is a way to help church mem­
bers with their stewardship and the 
natural outgrowth is the church will 
be one of the beneficiaries." 

For more information about 
planned giving resources, contact 
the foundation at (502) 489c3533 or 
toll-free at (866) 489c3533. 

dine of $13,2,43 (-3.1 percent) from 
the previous year's total and a drop 
of more than $83,000 from its re­
cord high of more than $500,000 in 
2002-03. 

Ashby noted that the combined 
shortfall in CP gifts and RKO funds 
produced an overall budget goal 
shortage of $75,940 for the fiscal 
year. He added, however, that Mis­
sion Board staff members held ex­
penses under total revenue. 

"Our spending limitations were 
put on halfway through the year," he 
added. "Our folks did a really good 
job of watching their budgets." 

The 2007-08 CP budget goal of 
$24 million will require an increase 
of almost $470,000 (2 percent) over 
the past year's contributions. 

Looking ahead, Mackey noted, "I 
think it's positive for Kentucky Bap­
tists in general to lmow the church­
es are still strong and together in 
utilizing the Cooperative Program 
in funding ministries." 

He said the past year's record 
giving level "gives us something to 
build on for the future as we pursue 
Kentucky Baptists Connect and its 
goals. It gives us some momentum 
for the future. 

"As with any year, it's impor­
tant for the people to support their 
churches strongly and on a consis­
tent basis so they can help fund mis­
sion causes in Kentucky and around 
the world through the Cooperative 
Program channel." 

Simultaneous prayer events 
focus on spiritual awakening 
Continued from page 1 
churches and a heavy burden for the unsaved and a desire 
for God to use them not only as a living witness but as aver­
bal witness of their faith in Christ," he said. 

Larry Bal<er, director of the KBC's new work/associational 
missions department, helped coordinate the statewide 
prayer emphasis. Leading the prayer service at Henry Coun­
ty Association, he invited participants to divide into groups 
of three or four and urged prayer for "renewal of our local 
congregations" as well as prayer for friends and neighbors 
."who do not !mow Jesus Christ as their personal Savior." 

"Probably the greatest need we have in Henry County 
and Kentucky and around the world is that we get back to 
our roots of prayer," Baker added. 

Reflecting on the prayer· service, Anderson, pastor of_ 
Pleasureville Baptist Ornrch, said, "Tonight is probably orie 
of the more shining moments in our association. To see this 
many of our people from different walks of life come to­
gether for a time of prayer was exciting for us. 

"It strengthens us to know that at the same time we're 
petitioning our Lord, we have brothers and sisters ' all over 
the state doing the exact same thing." 

Several associations also hosted prayerwalks during the 
day as part of"One With Voice." 

Betty Rucker, Woman's Missionary Union director for 
Henry County Association, said participants "started in the 
edge of town and prayed for people by name, especially the 
lost." She said several homebound members also prayed for 
people on their streets. 

"The Scripture says our prayers are a sweet aroma to 
God's nostrils," Rucker added. "I think He wants us to be 
changed after this. If there is going to be a change, it has to 
start with us individually." 

Mackey noted that when he first became executive direc­
tor, a pastor challenged him to help the KBC become known 
as a convention of prayer. 

"Prayer is at.the heart of our spiritual foundations," he 
emphasized. "If God doesn't move among us, we're very lim­
ited in what we can do." 

Affirming th~t "we may be on the way to becoming a 
convention of prayer," Mackey added, "My hope and prayer 
would be that our churches would become known as hous­
es of prayer.'.' 

3 
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Thugs dominate Caesar's realm, not God's 
By Erich Bridges 

Richmond, Va. (BP)-If you're dis­
gusted and disillusioned by U.S. pol­
itics, I suggest· you count your bless· 

Terrorists likely will obtain nukes 
within 10 years, predicts Forecasting 
International, an agency that tracks 
possible future scenarios. Smaller­

ings. 
There may not be any 

new Jeffersons or Wash­
COMMENTARY 

scale terrorist attacks 
will increase and terror­
ist groups will multiply. 

ingtons on the horizon, but we've 
got it better than most Many plac­
es in the world resemble the play­
grounds where kids learn the law of 
the human jungle: Bullies rule. 

Sure, schoolyard tough guys occa­
sionally get what they dish out. But 
that's usually the exception, not the 
norm. On the global stage, the same 
age-old story plays out. From neigh­
borhood godfathers to national dic­
tators, thugs thrive. 

As Chairman Mao observed, pow­
er-the power most people under­
stand, at any rate--"comes from the 
barrel of a gun." 

The age of the 20th-century 
"mega thugs" (Mao, Stalin, Hitler) 
who subjugated vast portions of hu­
manity may have passed, but plen­
ty of wannabes imitate them on a 
smaller scale. 

Examples: 
■ Strongmen and spies have re­

asserted control over some former 
communist states after an all-too­
brief spring of freedom. 

■ The nine nations of central Af. 
rica, home to nearly 100 million 
people, are rich in natural resourc­
es and should constitute one of the 
globe's most prosperous areas by 
now, observes mission strategist Jus­
tin Long. Instead, they are "devastat­
ed by coups, wars, repressive govern­
ments and mismanagement, (and 
have) become the second-poorest re­
gion in the world." 

■ To maintain total control over 
their crumbling societies and econ­
omies, several dictators in Asia and 
Africa appear quite willing to allow 
significant percentages of their pop­
ulations to starve. 

Al Qaeda-inspired franchises and spi­
noffs might come to political power 
in "any of perhaps a dozen coun­
tries" in the Arab world, South Asia 
or the "stans" of formerly Soviet Cen­
tral Asia, warns Forecasting Interna­
tional President Marvin Cetron. . 

True, some thugs have been 
brought to justice in recent years, in­
cluding Iraq's Saddam Hussein and 
Serbian dictator Slobodan Milose­
vic. The five-year-old International 
Criminal Court is pursuing some of 
the worst African despots and mass 
murderers. Liberian warlord Charles 
Taylor is on trial for crimes against 
humanity. 

"These are uncomfortable times 
for tyrants, past and present," sug­
gests The Economist magazine. 
"They used to be able to escape jus­
tice through brutality at home, or if 
that failed, fleeing abroad. Now jus­
tice's arms are looking longer and 
more muscular." 

But long-term prospects aren't 
encouraging when the supposedly 
civilized world can't define what tyr­
anny is. Six years after the Sept. 11 
attacks, the United Nations General 
Assembly "lacks the moral clarity to 
even agree on a definition of terror­
ism," wrote human rights expert Jo­
seph Loconte in Christianity Today. 
"Of the 53 member states of the (for­
mer U.N.) Human Rights Commis­
sion, at least 25 percent were con­
sidered 'not free' by leading human­
rights organizations." 

The U.N. finally abolished the Hu­
man Rights Commission last year 
and replaced it with the new Hu­
man Rights Council. But that body, 
Loconte reported, "appears to have 
the same hug-a-thug mentality." 

does not easily bloom in the hard 
soil of human corruption. Some op­
pressed peoples even welcome the 
enforced stability of tyranny as an al­
ternative to widespread chaos. 

. "The end of the Cold War prom­
ised to heal the rift between democ­
racy and dictatorship. More nations 

Seek to avoid 10 
biggest estate 
planning mistakes 

would be welcomed into the com- By Laurie Valentine 
munity of free peoples," recalls New The 10 biggest estate plan-
York Times columnist David Bro~ks. ning mistakes many people 
However, "the fall of commumsn:1 mal<e include: 
hasn't created a global commum- 1. Not executing a will. If 
ty of democracies. It turns o_ut the you don't mal<e 
Russians don't want to be W<e us. a will, Kentucl<y 
The Arabs don't want help from infi- law will govern 
dels. The Iraqis' democratic moment how your pro-
has turned into sectarian chaos. The • 1 bate assets pass 
Palestinians have turned theirs into I I at your death. 
a civil war." Your assets may 

In such a world, should Chris- liiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiil not pass to those 
tians hunker down and hope for bet- you wish to benefit and unnec-
ter days? By no means! essary death taxes may have to 

Caesars of various sorts may dom- be paid. 
inate the political realm; Jesus ac- 2. Wanting just a "simple 
lmowledged as much (Luke 20:25). will." Some people leave their 
But they don't control human souls. spouse everything regardless 
They might slow the spread of the of the estate's size because the 
gospel, but they can't stop it. In spouse pays no estate taxes. 
many cases, they un~ttingly hasten That may only delay the tax un-
the church's expansion by atten:1p~- til your spouse dies. . . 
ing to control or crush It. Chnsti- 3. Putting everything mto 
anity's first great age of growth oc- joint tenancy. While that avoids 
curred amid the brutal persecu- probate, joint ownership be-
tions- and later the collapse-of 11:e tween spouses has the same 
Roman Empire. Most modern mis- danger as a simple will. And, if_ 
sion advances have come through you own property jointly with 
storms of resistance. . . . others, such as children, "your" 

The only force ~at effectively SI- property may become subject to 
lences the gospel IS the reluctance the claims of the child's cred-
of believers to share it. A follower itors. 
of Christ recently attempted to tell 4. Thinking that avoiding 
a man about Jesus in a couniry- long probate will avoid taxes. It 
closed to missions. The man Imme- doesn't always. There are advan-
diately stopped him, sayi~g, "Don't tages to avoiding probate, but 
talk to me about these thmgs. I was saving taxes isn't generally one 
in a Christian country for several ofthem. 
years and nobody spoke to me of ~is s. Leaving property to one 
when I was there. Why should I hs- child to ''work things out." If 
ten to you now?". . . you leave your assets to one 

What a tragIC mdictinent. Re- child, he or she is not obligat-
member it the next time you have ed to give it to other members 
the opportunity to tell someone of your family. It might ev~n 
from an oppressed land about the cost them in gift taxes to redis-
Lord. tribute your assets to those you 
Erich Bridges is senior writer with the want to receive them. 

■ Some of the world's most dan­
gerous and unstable regimes possess 
nuclear weapons, and others are 
working hard to acquire them. Southern Baptist International Mission Board 6. Letting your children =~~=~~==-==~---------------------~~--=----=- "take care of' your grandchil· 

dren. In larger estates, it may 
cost less for you to leave prop­
erty to grandchildren direct~y 
rather than letting your chil­
dren do it through their own 
estates. 

As much as international ideal­
ists and proponents of democracy 
want to believe otherwise, freedom 

Kentucky Baptists give generously leveraged partnerships with oth­
er associations to start nine new 
churches, including a High Impact 
church start. 

The Lord continues to work 
through Kentucl<y Baptists in amaz­
ing ways for which I am so grate­
ful. After lagging well behind bud­
get and last year's totals for 
most of, the year, Coopera­
tive Program receipts end­
ed up setting a new record 
as the convention's fiscal 
year ended on Aug. 31. 

I pray that this commitinent will 
continue into the new fiscal year.The 
new budget as adopted by the Ken­
tucl<y Baptist Convention is $24 mil­

lion, which is a $438,000 
increase (1.8 percent) over 
last year's budget. 

Kentucl<y Baptists gave a 
total of $23,530,304·to sup­
port missions and minis­
tries through CP-more 
than ever before and just 
barely (0.1 percent) un­
der budget .. The total was 

Bill Mackey 

-Kentucl<y Baptists also 
set a new record in giv­
ing to support missions 
through the Eliza Broadus 
Offering for State Missions 
($992,694). We are so grate­
ful to Woman's Missionary 
Union Executive Director 
Joy Bolton and the WMU 
staff for their excellent 

achieved through record giving in 
August tl1at literally came down to 
record receipts on the last day of the 
year ($376,419 received on Aug. 31). 

It is gratifying to witness the way 
Kentucky Baptist churches and their 
leaders have responded to meet mis­
sion needs. I cannot begin to express 
the gratitude and encouragement 
that I have in my soul. It is reward­
ing to see how God has given Ken­
tucky Baptists a heart of compas­
sion for missions in Kentucl<y and 
around the world. 

promotion of the offering each year. 
_The leadership of the past two 

KBC presidents and involvement of 
the Mission Board has also made an 
impact. It is exciting to see Kentucl<y 
Baptists recognizing the tremen­
dous mission needs in Kentucl<y and 
responding with generous financial 
support and involvement. 

The funds given are important 
because they translate directly into 
lives being changed. For example, 
Red River Baptist Association, which 
receives state missions support, has 

Recently, I had the privilege of 
participating in Shively Baptist 
Church's 75th homecoming cele­
bration. Pastor Bruce Truman has 
continued to lead the church to be 
strong in CP missions support, giv­
ing 10 percent of undesignated re­
ceipts ($113,146) to support missions 
through CP in 2006-07. 

It is pastors lil<e Bruce Truman 
and churches like Shively Baptist 
that enable Kentucky Baptists to 
make an impact for missions. Hun­
dreds of pastors lil<e Harold Sexton 
and smaller membership church­
es like Bethel Baptist Church in 
Pine Knot who have significantly in­
creased CP giving this past year are 
also crucial. 

It is a tremendous encourage­
ment to KBC and Southern Baptist 
Convention ministries and to your 
KBC Mission Board staff when Ken­
tucl<y Baptists demonstrate such 
great support. For me, it is an incred­
ible privilege to serve our Lord by 
serving Kentucl<y Baptists! 
Bill Mackey is executive director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

7. Failing to consider how 
·your· affairs will be handled if 
you become incapacitated as 
the result of a stroke, accident 
or illness. If you don't plan, a 
costly guardianship may be re­
quired to give someone authori­
ty to handle your affairs. 

8. Not using trusts to help 
beneficiaries handle their in­
herited wealth. You can ease 
beneficiaries into the manage­
ment of inherited wealth with 
the use of testamentary trusts . 

9. Not planning for taxes 
that may be due at your death. 
Federal estate taxes are due 
nine months after death. Chil­
dren may be forced to sell im­
portant family assets at reduced 
prices if you do not have a prop­
er plan in place. 

10. Procrastination. The gov­
ernment will love you for this. 
Laurie Valentine is trust counsel for the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation 

• 
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Today's busy families need 
to slow down, focus on God 
Q: In the midst of today's hectic schedules, are families 
losing the ability to focus on what truly matters? 

The family has been subjected to several major changes in 
recent years. Right at the top of the list is the incredible way 
in which the pace of family life has accelerated to almost 

PARENTING 
warp speed. Dr. Edward Hallowell 
calls us "crazy busy," and says the im­
plications for children and families 

are enormous. "Our state of constant activity is sapping 
us of creativity, humanity, mental well­
being and the ability to focus on what tru­
ly matters," he noted. 

We are losing the ability to sit still, to 
think, to engage in meaningful conversa­
tion and to focus our attention beyond the 
20-minute window of TV programming. 
There is restlessness in our souls as we 
struggle to be content. "Been there, done 
that, got the T-shirt" has become our mantra, and the man­
tra of our children. 

Writing in Newsweek, Ronald Dahl, a professor of psy­
chiatry and pediatrics, stated, "What creates exhilaration 
is not going fast, but going faster. Accelerating from O to 60 
mph in a few seconds slams the body backward with pow­
erful sensations, but going 60 for hours on the interstate 
causes so little feeling of speed that we fight to stay awake. 
Thrills have less to do with speed than changes in speed." 
This is today's American family. 

In the midst of all our busyness and activity, we may also 
be losing our ability to be still and know that God is God, 
to connect with God spirit to Spirit, to see the invisible and · 
hear the inaudible, to slow down enough to see God at work 
in our world and to allow Him to be at work in our lives.­
David Garrard 

Q: I have just discovered that my spouse has had an 
affair. My first impulse is to scream "get out!" However, 
I realize I want to restore our relationship. How should I 
begin? 

When Jesus gave the "exception clause" as recorded in 
the gospel ofMatthew, the culture of that day assumed that 

MARRIAGE 
adultery ended a marriage. Christians 
are to live by a different expectation. 
As Christians, we are agents of recon­

ciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18-20), so that whenever possible, 
reconciliation should be our first goal. 

Today, more marriage educators and therapists are en­
couraging reconciliation, recognizing that few marriages 
end specifically because of an affair. 

Therapist Penny Tuppy offers this "to do" list: 
■ Confront your spouse with what you know, derived 

from phone records, credit card bills or other evidence. 
■ Talk honestly about how your spouse's unfaithfulness 

makes you feel. 
■ Express your love and desire to continue the marriage. 
■ Tell of your willingness to try whatever is necessary to 

be the spouse he or she desires. 
■ Insist on a reasonable degree of accountability for time 

away from home and expenditures. 
■ Ask that your spouse's contact with the other person 

end. 
■ For now, shift from a mode of expressing all your emo­

tions to an emphasis on rational, logical questions. 
Affair repair is extremely tough work. Reconciliation is 

always a miracle. But God is in the miracle-working busi­
ness. Although it might not even be possible in a particular 
case, for Christ followers it ought to at least be on the agen­
da to give reconciliation a chance.-James Stillwell 

Family Forum writers are: 
David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist 

Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org. 
James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church 

in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex.org. 
Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in 

Louisville. E-mail: dr. vincent@insightbb.com. 
Scott Wigginton, associate professor of pastoral ministries and 

counseling at Campbellsville University and minister 
of counseling at Campbellsville Baptist Church. E-mail: 
sewigginton@campbellsville.edu. 

Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 
43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net. 
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What's new and newsworthy in KBC life? 
What are some of the most significant develop­

ments in Kentucky Baptist life these days? You don't 
have to look any further than pages 1 and 3 of this 
week's Western Recorder to find a variety of 
answers. 

es and coming together in unity for the sake of God's 
Kingdom. 

Kentucky Baptists' High Impact Church initiative. 
A key part of the state convention's five-year 
Kentucky Baptists Connect strategy is pro­
viding a total of$2.5 million to help 25 High 
Impact churches organize, grow and minis­
ter in key locations throughout the state. 

News Director Drew Nichter is midway 
through a multi-part series highlighting 
each of the High Impact congregations al­
ready ministering in Kentucky. Already pro­
filing churches in Ashland, Lexington, Lou­
isville, Mount Sterling and Stanford, this 

Cooperative Program giving. After lag­
ging behind budget and behind the previous 
year's giving total for most of the year, Ken­
tucky Baptists' Cooperative Program contri­
butions recorded a significant surge in the 
final month-and day-of the fiscal year to 
post a record total of more than $23.5 mil­
lion. The 2006-07 CP gifts topped the previ­
ous year's record by more than $140,000 and 
fell short of the $23,562,000 budget goal by 
less than $32,000. Kentucky Baptist congre­
gations also set records for giving to the Lot­

. week's installment focuses on Journey in 
Trenms Henderson the Union/Florence area. Future articles will 

tie Moon Christmas Offering for International Mis­
sions and the Eliza Broadus Offering for State Mis-

spotlight churches from Murray to Paints­
ville and several points in between. 

Among the goals of the series are to detail how 
Kentucky Baptists' High Impact funds are being used, 
chronicle what innovative ministry efforts are under 
way and share creative ideas other congregations can 
learn and adapt along the way. 

sions. 
"It is especially gratifying that Kentucky Baptists 

have continued to make support of missions a prior­
ity although there are compelling local priorities as 
well," noted Kentucky Baptist Convention Executive 
Director Bill Mackey. "It gives us something to build 
on for the future as we pursue Kentucky Baptists Con­
nect and its goals." 

"We're all on a journey," emphasized Journey Pas­
tor Mike Osborne. "We're just showing God's love in a 
simple way." 

Kentucky Baptists are to be commended for their 
sacrificial giving on behalf of state, national and in­
ternational ministry and mission efforts. With a chal­
lenging $24 million CP goal for 2007-08, it is vital for 
local churches and individuals to continue to make 
CP giving a major ministry priority. 

"With One Voice" simultaneous prayer gatherings. 

The Kentucky Baptist Foundation's planned giving 
partnership with PhilanthroCorp. The foundation 
hosted a 90-minute seminar at the Baptist Building 
last week to unveil a planned giving initiative in co­
operation with PhilanthroCorp of Colorado Springs, 
Colo. The focus of the event was to preview Web-based 
resources for churches to help members become 
"Kingdom-minded stewards." 

Kentucky Baptists' growing commitment to prayer for 
spiritual renewal and awakening is becoming a hall­
mark of Baptist life throughout the commonwealth. 
The KBC's Sept. 11 "With One Voice" prayer emphasis 
involved thousands of Baptist pastors and laypeople 
gathering for simultaneous prayer in 70 associations 
across the state. The prayer focus comes on the heels 
of the previous two years' "Pray the Perimeter" and 
"Pray the Interior" prayer tours. 

According to KBF President Barry Allen, "If 10 per­
cent of Kentucky Baptist churches had five members a 
year make a planned gift that averaged in current val­
ue just $100,000, that's 126 million a year. In 10 years, 
that's $1.3 billion." As Kentucky Baptist churches 
plan and prepare for future ministry, those are num­
bers worth carefully considering to help finance the 
spread of the gospel at home and around the world. 

Reflecting the biblical call in Romans 15:6 for be­
lievers to glorify God "with one voice," the prayer ser­
vices offered a vivid reminder of the importance of 
Christian brothers and sisters setting aside differenc-

One additional note from the editor: Remember 
that you and your fellow church members can learn 
a lot from reading the Western Recorder each week. 
But don't take my word for it. Read this issue and see 
for yourself. 

Calculating the SBC president's pay 
By Frank Page 

Taylors, S.C. (BP)-Recently, Jack 
Wilkerson, the Southern Baptist 
Convention Executive Committee's 
vice president for business and fi­

ident of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention. Here are four: 

1. He becomes the recipient of 
hundreds of thousands of people 
who pray for him daily. I cannot ex­

nance, sent me his well­
worded reply to a re­
quest for information 

FIRST PERSON 
press to you what this 
benefit has meant to 
me. It has enabled me 

from a dear brother in our conven­
tion. 

This brother was seeking infor­
mation on the salary of the presi­
dent of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention, as well as others. 

When I read the request as well 
as the reply, my first response was to 
chuckle. It seems, across our nation, 
there are many people who believe 
that the SBC president is a salaried 
position or at least a position with a 
large stipend attached to it. 

The reality is, as Wilkerson in­
formed this dear brother, that the 
president of the SBC serves with­
out salary compensation. He does re­
ceive travel reimbursement for actu­
al expenses, but no salary from the 
Executive Committee or the South­
ern Baptist Convention. 

However, I want to focus on the 
real benefit that comes to the pres-

to move far beyond my own abili­
ties and minister and lead in ways 
that only God could enable. While 
I have been less than perfect and 
have made many mistakes, God has 
enabled me to move far beyond my 
own limited abilities. 

2. He is the recipient of build­
ing relationships with some of the 
most precious people in the world. 
I have seen across our nation peo­
ple who want to be serious in their 
following of the Great Commission 
of our Lord. They are sweet-spirit­
ed, evangelistic, giving people. It 
gives me hope when I see the num­
ber of young laypeople as well as pas­
tors who join with median age and 
older adults who are truly and deeir 
ly concerned about our convention. · 
This fringe benefit is one that I will 
never forget. It has enabled me to 
build relationships with some won-

derful people. 
3. He sees churches get excit­

ed about missions and evangelism. 
Yes, people are tired of the fussing 
and fighting of many leaders, but 
overall, churches are anxious to 
learn how to move forward so that 
they might be transformed to be­
come the mission-supporting and 
-sending agencies that God intend­
ed them to be. I have been greatly 
encouraged across the land to see 
churches that will not be caught up 
in that which distracts and are seri­
ously committed to a Kingdom agen­
da and vision. This is a fringe benefit 
that I will never forget. 

4. He travels across the nation 
and shares Christ with many peo­
ple. I have seen the hunger of a lost 
continent and world who are crying 
out for authentic Christianity. To be 
able to travel, to witness across this 
land-more than I ever have done in 
my life-has encouraged me to real­
ize that people are very open to the 
good news of Christ. 

The SBC president receives no sal­
ary, but the fringe benefits are out of 
this world. 
Frank Page, president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, is pastor of First Baptist Church 
of Taylors, S. C. 
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MTV study: Family makes teens happiest IRS clears Dobson 
of wrongdoing in 
endorsement case 

"It frankly 
surprises me 
that MTV allowed 
the results to be 
posted because it 
really contradicts 
everything that 
network is about." 
Bill Maier, vice president 
of Focus on the Family 

New York (BP)-Straight from MrV 
comes a report that concludes to­
day's youth are happiest when they 
are with their family and most of 
them hope to marry and have chil­
dren of their own someday. 

The study. commissioned by MrV 
and the Associated Press. found that 
nearly three-quarters of people be­
tween the ages of 13 and 24 said 
their relationship with their parents 
makes them happy. They also said 
having sex and using drugs does not 
really make them happy and spiritu­
ality is important to them. 

Richard Ross, professor of student 
ministry at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas, said the study results are posi­
tive because great relationships with 
parents lead to stronger spiritual im­
pact in the lives of youth. 

"I like to picture relationships as 
a pipe connecting the hearts of par­
ents and children," Ross said. "When 
the pipe is strong. then spiritual 
impact flows easily from parent to 
child. But when the pipe is weak or 
even absent, even Christian parents 
have limited spiritual impact on 
their teenagers ." 

Bill Maier, vice president and psy­
chologist in residence at Focus on 
the Family, said one remarkable part 
of the study is that the results "fly in 
the face" of the corrupted cultural 
values MrV promotes. 

"MrV would say that kids just 
want pleasure and material goods, 

and they're not interested in mar­
riage or commitment and they re­
ject their parents' values," Maier 
noted. "This poll shows just the op­
posite. 

"It frankly surprises me that 
MrV allowed the results to be post­
ed because it really contradicts ev­
erything that network is about," he 
added. 

Nearly half of the 1,280 students 
surveyed mentioned one of their 
parents when they were asked to 
name their heroes. More than 10 
percent mentioned God as their 
hero. the study noted. 

Forty-four percent of youth said 
religion and spirituality are either 
a very important or the single most 
important thing in their lives. and 
those for whom religion and spiritu­
ality play a bigger role in life tend to 
be happier, MrV said. 

Ross pointed out that research 
such as the MrV study is leading 

. youth leaders to make fundamen­
tal changes in how they approach 
their work. 

"Rather than always separating 
teenagers from their parents, the 
forward-thinking ones are designing 
engaging ways to bring th~ genera­
tions together," he said. ''Youth lead­
ers who train parents how to build 
great family relationships and how 
to spiritually lead in the home have 
the greatest opportunity to see teen­
agers transformed." 

MrV called the study "part of the 

network's ongoing commitment to 
maintaining an unparalleled under­
standing of the youth audience." 

Among other findings from the 
study: 

■ While some might expect mon­
ey to be the object of desire for most 
teens. it didn't even come up in the 
vast majority of the interviews. 

"Almost no respondents men­
tioned anything financial or mate­
rial as a source of happiness when 
asked an unaided question about 
what makes them happy," MrV not­
ed. 

■ Nearly two-thirds of the respon­
dents said cell phones, the Internet 
and other technologies make peo­
ple happier. Rather than a source of 
stress. the youth said they would be 
more stressed without technology. 

■ Today's youth have their share 
of stress. though. The study said a lot 
of young people feel stress. particu­
larly those from the middle class. 
and females more than males. 

■ Those who use alcohol are 
slightly less happy than those who 
don't drink, and those who don't 
use drugs are happier than those 
who do, the study said. 

■ For 13- to 17-year-olds especial­
ly, being sexually active leads to less 
happiness. 

■ Despite a frequent cultural por­
trayal of marriage as outdated, 92 
percent of the youth surveyed said 
they either definitely or probably 
want to get married someday. 

Washington (RNS)-The Inter­
nal Revenue Service has cleared 
Focus on the Family Chairman 
James Dobson after an investi­
gation into charges he had vio­
lated IRS rules by practicing pro­
hibited politicking. 

"Our examination revealed 
that Dr. Dobson's reported re­
marks did not occur in publi­
cations of Focus on the Family, 
did not occur at functions of Fo­
cus on the Family, and did not 
involve Dr. Dobson suggesting 
that he was speaking as a repre­
sentative of Focus on the Fami­
ly," the IRS said. 

The agency spent almost a 
year auditing Dobson's minis­
tries after receiving a 99-page 
request in November of 2005 
from Citizens for Responsibil­
ity and Ethics in Washington, 
which accused Dobson of en­
dorsing Republican candidates 
and requested the revocation 
of Focus on the Family's tax­
exempt status. 

The IRS sent letters reaffirm­
ing the continuing tax-exempt 
status of both Focus on the Fam­
ily and Focus on the Family Ac­
tion. its political arm that has 
greater latitude to be involved 
in lobbying activities. 

Spread the gospel. Promote peace with justice. 
Feed the hungry. Clothe the naked. Shelter the 
homeless. Care for the sick and 
marginalized. Welcome the strangers among us. 
Set at liberty those who are oppressed. 

These biblical mandates are shared by Baptists 
of all North American geographies, races, cultures 
and theologies. Members from all these groups 
will gather in Atlanta Jan. 30-Feb. 1 and explore 
ways to accomplish - together - the goals that 
Jesus inspired in Luke 4: 18-19. The New Baptist 
Covenant Celebration will be a history-making 
event. Register for it today, and 
experience the power of unity at work. 

PLENARY SPEAKERS: 
■ Charles Adams ■ Chuck Grassley 
■ Tony Can1polo ■ Joel Gregory 
■ Jimmy Carter ■ Bill Moyers 
■ Bill Clinton ■ Julie Pennington-Russell 
■ Al Gore ■ William Shaw 
■ Lindsey Graham ■ Marian Wright Edelman 
Plus 16 special interest sessions. 
For program information, registration form or 
details about housing and transportation, visit 
our website www.newbaptistcovenant.org 
Or call (678) 547-6455. 

/7 e--Ce-£-czzL-0-~ 
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NEW BAPTIST 
COVENANT 
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Don't forget special IRA opportunity 
Limited option can enhance 
qualified charitable giving 

Last year Congress approved a 
window of opportunity to make di­
rect contributions from both tra­
ditional and Roth IRAs to quali­
fied charitable organiza­
tions. The charitable IRA 
rollover provisions of the 
Pension Protection Act of 
2006 provide a significant 
yet limited opportunity 
to utilize this important 
source for charitable giv­
ing purposes. 

It's significant because 
(1) for many, IRA accounts 
.have become their larg­

Transfers to donor advised funds, 
charitable gift annuities, charita­
ble remainder trusts, supporting or­
ganizations, private foundations or 
other giving vehicles do not qualify. 

If you are age 70 and a half, al­
ready taking a required minimum 

est asset, but until now, Barry Allen 
the tax laws discouraged 
charitable gifts using IRA assets 
during life; (2) it allows certain in­
dividuals to donate up to $100,000 
per year of funds accrued in IRA ac­
counts without including them in 
their taxable gross income, and the 
gift counts toward the IRA owner's 
required minimum distribution; 
and (3) it is simpler than taking a 
distribution, giving the money and 
then claiming a deduction. 

distribution, but do not 
need the additional in­
come, this could be that 
window of opportunity 
to make a significant tax­
advantaged gift to your 
church and other favor­
ite charitable organiza­
tions. If you desire to give 
in 2007 more than the de­
ductibility ceiling of 50 
percent of your adjusted 
gross income, this is an 
opportunity to fulfill that 

It's limited because (1) you must 
be at least age 70 and a half; (2) you 
had only two years to give from 
your IRA, 2006 and 2007; and (3) 
your IRA custodian/trustee must 
transfer the assets directly to the 
qualified charitable organization. 

desire. Perhaps you have desired to 
make a significant gift during your 
lifetime, but did not want to use af­
ter-tax assets. Now is your opportu­
nity as well. Couples can give up to 
$200,000 in 2007. 

You can transfer IRA assets to the 
KBF to establish or add to a perma­
nent endowment fund that perpet­
ually supports your charitable inter­
ests. Call Laurie Valentine to discov­
er how the new IRA charitable roll­
over can work for you. 
Barry Allen is president of the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 
PO Box 436389, Louisville, 
KY 40253; toll-tree (866) 489-3533; 
www.kybaptistfoundation.org 

No shopping 
cart needed. 

~ 

September-October is 
time for Sunrise 
Children's Services' 
Food Round-Up! 
Simply buy gift cards 
to Kroger, Walmart or 
other grocery stores and 
tum them in at partici­
pating churches or mail 
them to Sunrise. Your 
contribution of cards or 
cash, rather than cans, 
helps Sunrise provide 
fresh, nutritious meals 
to the more than 300 
children in our care 
every day of the year. 

(800) 456-1386 

SMILE SEPTEMBER 18, 2007 7 

For Heaven's Sake Mike Morgan 

YOU CAN'T BEAT T SOONE-R OR LATER 
YoUtL CHICKEN oui; 

ANDTH&N YOUR ~ 
GOOSE: IS cooKeD! 

, I HAT~ 14cARIN 

Church of the Covered Dish Thom Tapp 

I 60 TO A CHURCH NEAR 
YOURS, AND VISITED 'IOU 
LAST SUNDAY MORNING ... 

I REALLY LIKED WHAT I 
SAW PREACHER ... 

KEEP 0111 DO!N6 WHAT c:, 
YOU ARE DO!N6 THERE... f. 

AND MY CHURCH CAN'T 
HELP BUT 6ROW! 

Bible Crosswords 
Across 
1 "The children of the_ were 

gathered together" (Judges 6:33) 
5 "Why _ ye not the breaches of 

the house?" (2 Kings 12:7) 
7 "I cannot redeem it for myself, lest 

I _ mine own inheritance" 
(Ruth 4:6) 

8 A son of Helem 
(1 Chronicles 7:35) 

10 "How I endure to see the 
destruction of my kindred?" 
(Esther 8:6) 

11 Moves covertly 
13 Etruscan god 
14 "And they straightway left 

their_, and followed him" 
(Matthew 4:20) 

15 A Babylonian chief god 
17 "_ , with Sapphira his wife, 

sold a possession" (Acts 5:1) 
19 "And Josiah gave to the people, 

of the flock,_ and kids" 
(2 Chronicles 35:7) 

21 Doctor's degree 
22 "Go to the _ , thou sluggard" 

(Proverbs 6:6) 
23 Capuchin monkey 
24 Artificial language 
25 "Even upon his forefront, did he 

put the golden _" 
(Leviticus 8:9) 

27 Political representative 
29 "Of_, the family of the Erites" 

(Numbers 26:16) 
30 "Have they not_?" 

(Judges 5:30) 
31 "Of every tree of the garden thou 

mayest freely _" 
(Genesis 2:16) 

32 A vessel in which substances are 
pounded 

34 "He shall not search whether it be 
good or_" (Leviticus 27:33) 

Last week's solution 

_____ __, _ _. g 

35 "And the priest may bring her 
and set her before the 

Lord" (Numbers 5:16) 
36 Swiss river 
37 "Bear your iniquities, even forty 

years, and ye shall know my 
__ of promise" 
(Numbers 14:34) 

39 Revise, prepare for publication 

Down 
1 Poetic "ever" 
2 News agency, abbr. 
3 "Gather my _ _ together unto 

me" (Psalm 50:5) 
4 "What have I done ... that thou 

hast smitten me these three 
_?" (Numbers 22:28) 

5 "And he __ before, and climbed 
up into a sycamore tree to see 
him" (Luke 19:4) 

6 Genetic material 
7 "Call me not Naomi, call me __ " 

(Ruth 1 :20) 
9 Modern Achai in Greece 
10 "Her _ goeth not out by 

night" (Proverbs 31 :18) 
11 "Nor sitteth in the __ of the 

scornful" (Psalm 1 :1) 
12 "Arphaxad, which was the son of 

__ , which was the son of Noe" 
(Luke 3:36) 

::i 

~ 

By Janet W Adkins 

13 "Thy word is a_ unto my 
feet" (Psalm 119:1 05) 

14 "Were there not ten cleansed? 
but where are the ?" 
(Luke 17:17) 

16 "Till ye have scattered them 
_" (Ezekiel 34:21) 

18 "And _ was destroyed of 
nation, and city of city" 
(2 Chronicles 15:6) 

19 "Behold, the people of the_ 
now are many" (Exodus 5:5) 

20 "Certain lewd fellows of the baser 
_ " (Acts 17:5) 

23 "And Samuel answered Saul, and 
said, I am the_" 
(1 Samuel 9:19) 

26 "With a strong hand, and with a 
stretched out_ " 
(Psalm 136:12) 

27 "He_ not their soul from 
death" (Psalm 78:50) 

28 'The wild beast shall them" 
(Hosea 13:8) 

30 "They look and_ upon me" 
(Psalm 22:17) 

33 Confederate soldier Johnny_ 
34 _ ., humbug! 
36 Play division 
38 "And Joshua sent men from 

Jericho to_" (Joshua 7:2) 
© 1999 Barbour Publishing 
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Commitment to serve, link with community drives Journey 
JOURNEY 

AT A GLANCE 

Location: 
Union/Florence 

Pastor: 
Mike Osborne 

Launch Date: 
Sept. 17, 2006 

Sponsoring Church: 
Erlanger Baptist 

Church 

Continued from page 1 
It was Robbins' intention to start 

several new churches in Boone 
County, which is consistently listed 
each year as one of Kentucky's fast­
est-growing counties. He pointed out 
that 46 percent of the people who 
live in the county were born outside 
of the state. "Many of them don't 
have a Baptist or even a Bible-belt re­
lationship," he added. "So they are 
relating more to some of the non­
traditional churches." 

And Osborne, 45, was just the 
guy for planting such a church. He 
previously started and led two other 
churches-The Church at Andover in 
Lexington and Riverside Church in 
Cincinnati. 

Osborne credited an "entrepre­
neurial spirit" and "hard-wiring" 
for his desire to plant churches. "I 
think God made me to 
be this way," he 

said. ~---_-=-::-=-::-=-::::=_Ji-· 
A chance en- ••• • 

pastoral staff. Osborne turned down 
the offer, but as he put it, "God just 
really bugged me for the next few 
weeks." 

So after 15 years as • a church 
planter, Osborne joined the Erlanger 
staff. He said that even though "God 
really confirmed" the move, "within 
three months, I was just restless as 
could be." 

He soon found out that Robbins 
and Northern Kentucky Association 
were looking to plant a church in 
the area. Osborne contacted Larry 
Baker, KBC's director of new work 

and associational mis­
'- t',,,,,,. sions, about the High 
.;' ~ Impact program . 

With a wealth of 
church planting expe­
rience, Osborne became 
an obvious choice to 
lead a new church. 

With the High Im­
pact opportunity be­
fore him , Osborne 
went to Dan Francis, counter with a - ­

textbook helped Os­
borne discover his mis-

HIGH IMPACT CHURCHES Erlanger BaptiSfs se­
nior pastor at the 
time, to share his vi­

sion and "slip out quietly," accord­
ing to Osborne. Francis refused to 
let him do so; instead pledging Er­
langer's support for the new work 
and becoming Journey's sponsoring 
church. Osborne left Erlanger Bap­
tist in June of 2006 and the launch 
team held its first meeting that same 
evening. 

SIXTH IN A SERIES 
sion. As a young assistant 
pastor at a church in Linden, Ala., 
in 1989, he found Elmer Townes' 
book, "Getting a Church Started" 
on his pastor's book shelf. "I didn't 
stop (reading) until I was finished 
with it," Osborne said. "God put 
in me that night the bug to plant" 
churches. 

After completing seminary and 
a few stops at churches in Alabama, 
Osborne planted and served as pas­
tor of the churches in Lexington 
and Cincinnati. He said he intended 
to make Riverside Church his final 
stop before receiving an offer from 
Erlanger Baptist Church to join its 

While still in its infancy, Osborne 
struggled with what to call the new 
congregation. After a lot of prayer, 
he said the name Journey just stood 
out to him. 

The name "connotes that we're 
all on a journey and everybody's liv-

'I would go in a heartbeat' 
Through donor's generosity, student some of the great experiences I had while I was 

there. I had a wonderful time with the kids. We 
went to a refugee area where a lot of poor kids 
were. Almost instantly one of the little girls there 
came to me and grabbed my hand and was pull­
ing me to see her house. The moment I walked in 
I wanted to cry. I was hit so hard when I saw her 
bamboo house and dirt floors. 

is short-term missionary to Ecuador 
Five years ago a single mother of four came 

into my office to inquire about enrolling her chil­
dren. I already knew she had a very limited in­
come and would need scholarships for all four 
children. 

Before coming to Oneida, the eldest child-I've 
referred to him as "Mark" in previous columns­
had considerable difficulty at school; 
basically, he was failing all his classes. 
A family member encouraged Mark's 
mom to enroll her children at OBI. 

I have shared with you some of the 
improvements Mark has made in the 
four years he has been at Oneida. He 
just began his fifth, and senior, year. 

We are blessed to have many friends 
who make our work possible by provid­

"When we went back outside we got in a cir­
cle and sang songs and played games. It made me 

so happy to see the children smile and 
have fun with us. After that, my school­
mate and I acted out David and Goliath 
for them. They were so into the story 
and they listened so well. • 

ing the resources to make scholarships i W.F. Underwood 

"When the day came to an end we 
said our good-byes. I wanted to stay with 
them so badly but I couldn't, so we left 
that night with one of my best memo­
ries I will ever have .... A few days later 
we went to see the school we were help­
ing to build. It was bad because there available to deserving students. One of 

our very special friends also makes it possible for 
two of our students to make a week-long mission 
trip to different parts of the world with all ex­
penses paid. It is the opportunity of a lifetime for 
many students who would otherwise never make 
such a trip. Mark was one of two boys chosen this 
year to make a summer mission trip to Ecuador. 

I am sure Mark had no idea what to expect, and 
coming from an impoverished background, he 
likely thought that he was about as poor as they 
come. I am going to share part of a letter he wrote 
to this special sponsor about his trip. Among oth­
er things, Mark realized that there are many peo­
ple much worse off economically than he. 

"I am writing to thank you for giving me the 
wonderful opportunity to go to Ecuador last 
month," he began. "I would also like to tell you 

were holes in the floor, and overall it was not 
very sturdy at all. The kids there sang for us and 
gave us gifts they had made for us. I met some 
awesome people there and made many friends, 
including some of the staff. One was Tony who 
came from Nebraska. He had a powerful story 
and kind of grew up like I did .... That is just some 
of the things that changed my life on this trip. 
Thank you so much. If you ever need an extra per­
son for another one of these trips I would go in a 
heartbeat." 

We are thankful for so many friends who help 
us and make it possible to reach out to young peo­
ple in need. 
WF Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida 
school. org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org 

SIMPLE SERVICE ■ Above: Bill Shatto 
washes a driver's windshield. ■ Right: 
BP employee Lisa Mulberry changes the 
roadside marquee to reflect the 30-cent 
discount. (Photos by Drew Nichter) 

ing a lifetime journey," Osborne not­
ed. "Everybody can connect with 
that." 

The end result was Journey: A 
Community of Faith. But there is 
something missing from the name­
the word "church." 

"We purposely stayed away from 
it and I've gotten a little bit of flack 
for that," Osborne said. 

"A lot of people today say that 
they're turned off by ... · organized 
religion or they've been hurt by a 
church," he added. "We just wanted 
to come out with a fresh kind offeel. 
Why hang baggage on something 
you're trying to do that you want to 
be successful and new?" 

Osborne said he also believes 
leaving the word "Baptist" out of the 
name is key to reaching an area of 
Kentucky that he called "quite differ­
ent" from the rest of the state. 

"One of the influences here is 
a very strong Catholic influence," 
Osborne pointed out. "To me, that 
makes it all the more positive to 
leave 'Baptist' out of the name. 
We're not ashamed of who we are. 

NstfoiJ 
~ 

When people ask, we tell them who 
we are. 

"But why let seven letters keep 
people away from Christ?" 

And Journey's members have 
done their best not to let anything 
keep them from sharing the love of 
Christ with their community. While 
there is nothing new about servant 
evangelism, Osborne is taking the 
concept up a notch in northern Ken­
tucky. 

From more traditional outreach 
events such as collecting food for 
the hungry, to the less conventional 
idea of handing out skateboard wax 
to teenagers at the local skate park, 
Journey is determined to maintain a 
presence outside the church walls. 

As for the Fuel Buy Down, the 
church bought 4,400 gallons of gas 
for Boone County drivers at two dif­
ferent stations to the tune of $1,350. 
Osborne said he considered that a 
complete success, but not because 
of the amount of fuel sold. As Jour­
ney's pastor declared over and over, 
"We're just showing God's love in a 
simple way." 

The center of God's will 
Student tells of the peace 
that comes from being there 

Everyone is different and 
unique, so every student's story at 
Clear Creek Baptist Bible College is 
different and wonderfully unique. 
One ofmy great pleasures is getting 
to know the students and hearing 
how God is at work in each life. 

faith and action, so she called Di­
rector of Admissions Billy Howell. 

"Is there any way I could change 
my application and begin this se­
mester?" she asked. 

Howell told her that could bear­
ranged, but there was a twist. Ori­
entation started the next day. 

"You really need to be here to­
day," Howell advised. 

Tiffany Edmisson re­
cen tly shared some of her 
journey. She is from Breck­
inridge County and at­
tended two liberal arts 
schools prior to coming to 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

Tiffany called her 
mother at work. "Mom, 
I'm going to Clear 
Creek." 

Clear Creek. 
"I love it here," Edmis­

son said. "I like the moun­
tains, and I just love learn­
ing about God and the Bi­
ble and learning how to 
apply that knowledge." 

f;j ' ' 

~ 

"Okay," her mom re­
plied. 

"No," Edmisson said. "I 
mean today!" 

Tiffany loves music 
and enjoys working with 
people. "Whatever ave­
nue God steers me in. I'll 
go," she said. That deter­

Donnie Fox 

She heard about Clear Creek from 
three friends who are brothers and 
current Clear Creek students. 

Their enthusiasm for the col­
lege was contagious but Tiffany 
said when she prayed about enroll­
ing. she received no clear answer 
from God. She decided to wait un­
til fall before starting classes, then 
she said she heard a clear challenge 
from God. 

As she brushed her hair in front 
of a mirror, she said she felt God 
asking her: "What would you look 
like if you weren't afraid?" 

Tiffany accepted this as a call to 

mination recently took her to Alas­
ka on a mission trip. 

Tiffany said she woke up one 
morning not a Clear Creek student 
and went to bed that night in her 
dorm room. 

Sne went to bed in the center of 
God's will. That's a good place to 
be, and Clear Creek is a good place 
to experience it. 

Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek 
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek 
Road, Pineville, KY 40977; toll-free: 
(866) 340-3196; Web site: WWW. 

ccbbc.edu; e-mail: dfox@ccbbc.edu 
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Seeing double 

University of the Cumber/ands has 10 sets of twins beginning their freshman 
year this fall. Front row (from left): Kyle and Clint Creekmore from Williams­
burg; Eric and Erin Wenstrand from Elizabethtown; Lindsay and Jonathan 
Bouler from Jefferson City, Tenn. Middle row (from left): Whitney and Court­
ney Delk from Jamestown, Tenn.; Lucas and Alex Frye from Clinton, Tenn.; 
Sarah and Rachel Specht from Alexandria. Back row (from left): John and 
Drew Hill from Carlisle, Ohio; Jason and Josh Hallock from Corbin; Casey 
and Courtney Hamm from London; Chad and Quentin Young from Williams­
burg. While this fall bo;1sts the highest registration numbers since 1992 for 
the university, the 20 individuals make up more than 4 percent of the fresh­
man class. (Photo courtesy o~ University of the Cumber/ands) 

~
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·-------------------------------------~ -- -- Carpenter Bus Sales 
going the extra mile Jince 1953 

Exclusive provider for 

LifeWay Church Bus Sales 
1-800-370-6180 • carpenterbus.com 

·-------------------------------------~ 

The PNC Advantage for Religious Institutions 

Unlike other banks, we understand that religious and 
non-profit institutions have their own set of challenges. That's 
• why we offer a program of unique products and services 

designed just for them. All to help improve the cash flow of 
your organization. Our business advisors can provide financing 

solutions: including long-term fixed rate loans, for all of your 
special needs. And our latest automated technology-Offering 
Collection, Remote Deposit; Online Banking and Bill Pay-will 

help keep your organization on the path to success. 
FOR A FREE BROCHURE, CONTACT JOHN ANDERS AT 

1-502-581-2032 OR john.anders@pnc.com. 

~PNC 
LEADING THE WAY 

_ Cash Management • Financing Solutions • Merchant Services • Employee Benefits 

1. All loans subject to credit approval. 2. Remote Deposit is subject to credit approval. ©2007 
- The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. PNC Bank, Member FDIC 

Convocation marks 5 years for 
Baptist Seminary of Kentucky 

Lexington- Baptist Seminary of 
Kentucky celebrated its fifth anni­
versary Sept. 8 with a convocation at 
Calvary Baptist Church in Lexington 
where the seminary began in 2002. 

Georgia pastor Ernrnanu'el Mc­
Call, vice president of the Baptist 
World Alliance and immediate past 
moderator of the Cooperative Bap­
tist Fellowship, was the keynote 
speaker. Delivering a message titled 
"Corne and Dine," McCall stressed 
the importance of providing the 
theological resources needed for 
ministerial students in the region. 

At a luncheon preceding the con­
vocation, the seminary recognized 
its founding trustees and its orga­
nizing group, the Committee for 
BSK. 

Now located on the campus of 
Lexington Theological Seminary, 

· BSK began its sixth year in August 
with more than 50 students en­
rolled. 

Seminary President Greg Ear­
wood spoke during the convocation 
on the topic of "Pioneers in Faith: 

Wallcing Together." 
"On Oct. 30, 1995, a group of pi­

oneering laity and ministers gath­
ered in Frankfort, Ky., to seek a new 
direction for Baptists committed to 
.the priesthood of all believers, the 
autonomy of the· local church, the 
separation of church and state, the 
formative principles of our Baptist 
heritage," Earwood said. "In 2002, 
the Baptist Seminary of Kentucky 
was established with the goal of em­
phasizing our Baptist principles as 
an alternative to religious indoctri-
1).ation." 

After describing a financial cam­
paign called "Corne Walk with Us," 
Earwood announced that 39 donors 
had pledged more than $775,000, in­
cluding more than $500,00 that al­
ready had been received. 

"By wallcing together we can con­
tinue to fulfill the dream of those 
pioneers who envisioned BSK," Ear­
wood declared. "By wallcing togeth­
er we can prepare women and men 
called by God for Christian ministry 
in this region." 

Selllinar encourages couples 
to strengthe_n their marriages 

Fort Mitchell-Couples seeking bib­
lical encouragement .and insights 
for nurturing healthy marriage re­
lationships can attend the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention's "Celebrate One­
ness" seminar, Sept. 29 at Fort Mitch­
ell Baptist Church. 

"Celebrate Oneness" is designed 
to help couples understand how to 
learn from mistakes, grow togeth­
er in ministry, communicate more 
effectively and share their faith as 
partners. Couples also will have an 
opportunity to renew their mar­
riage vows. 

Sponsored by the KBC's leader­
ship development team, the event 
will run from 8 a.rn. to 3:45 p.rn., 
and will include fellowship, worship 
and workshop sessions. 

Participants will choose from 
four workshop sessions to attend. 
Options include "Lessons Learned 
Along the Way," "Partners in Minis-

try," "Husband and Wife: Partners in 
Christ," and "Communication: Hon- • 
ey, Can You Hear Me?" 

Four Kentucky couples will lead 
the sessions: Trennis and Pam Hen­
derson of Crestwood Baptist_ Church 
in Crestwood; Benny and Kimmy 
Stofer ofLiving Hope Baptist Church 
in Bowling Green; Lee and Rachel 
Webb of First Baptist Church of 
Shelbyville; and Steve and Marlene 
Kinman of Sherman Baptist Church 
in Dry Ridge. 

Childcare will be provided at no 
extra cost for children birth through 
fifth grade. To arrange childcare, call 
Fort Mitchell Baptist Church at (859) 
331-2160. 

The cost to register for the event 
is $35 per couple and includes 
lunch. For more information or to 
register, visit www.kybaptist.org or 
call (502) 489-3580 or toll-free in Ken­
tucky at (866) 489-3580. 

KBC offers trai.ning for those 
interested in church planting 

Louisville- Those involved or in­
terested in beginning new churches 
can benefit from the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention's Basic Training for 
Church Planters event next month. 

Sponsored by the KBC and the 
Southern Baptist North American 
Mission Board, the training will be 
held Oct. 4-6 at the Baptist Building 
in Louisville. 

Particip_ants will gain basic skills 
and explore strategic issues of the 
church planting process. Individu­
als also will learn how to custom­
ize a church planting prospectus 
designed to fit their needs. 

Featured speakers will include' 
Larry Baker, the KBC's new work 
and associational missions director; 
and Alan Witham, church develop­
ment strategist for the KBC. Discus­
sion topics will include vision, mas-

ter plan, leadership development, 
core groups, administrative issues 
and mileposts. 

The event is open to church 
planting teams, church planters 

and their spouses, sponsoring or 
partnering church leadership, and 
anyone considering planting a 
church. 

The training sessions will run 
from 9 a.rn. to 8 p.m. on Oct. 4-5, and 
9 a.rn. to 4:30 p.m. on Oct. 6. 

The cost to attend is $30 per per-
- son with a maximum of $120 per 

team if registered before Sept. 30. 
After that date, the cost is $35 per 
person with a maximum of $180 
per team. 

To register, visit the Web site 
www.kybaptist.org/basictraining or 
call (502) 489-3528 or toll-free in 
Kentucky at (866) 489-3528. 

Workshops equip 
newcomers to 
creative ministries 

Louisville-Churches 
interested in beginning 
or strengthening a 
creative ministry 
outreach can take 
advantage of training 
at the Kentud<y 
Baptist Convention's 
Creative Ministries 101 
Workshops. 

Designed for 
beginners but adaptable 
for more advanced 
learners, the workshops 
will be held Oct. 27 at 
Union Baptist Church 
in Union, and Nov. 3 at 
Bellevue Baptist Church 
in Owensboro. Both 
events will run from 9 
a.rn. to 3:30 p.rn. 

"These practical 
. workshops are for 
churches who do very 
little or nothing at all 
in the area of creative 
ministries," said Torn 
Smoot, the KBC's 
creative ministries 
coordinator. "We 
want to help churches 
understand how to 
put together a team 
and how to teach that 
team." 

Creative Ministries 
101 offers workshops 
similar to those 
featured at the 
statewide festivals held 
each year in March. 
Participants can choose 
three sessions to attend 
from more than 25 
creative arts workshops. 

Registration is $10 
per person before 
Oct. 12 and $15 per 
person after that date. 
Discounted group 
pricing is available for 
groups of six or more. 

To register or for 
more information, visit 
www.kybaptist.org/ 
cmw101 or call (502) 
489-3574 or toll-free 
in Kentucky (866) 489-
3574. 
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PRAYER 
PARTNERS 

Please pray for the 
following requests 
associated with the 
Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's 
partnership missions 
efforts: 

■ Pray for Scott and 
Joyce Pittman, on­
site coordinators for 
Kentucky Baptists' 
partnership in Brazil, 
as they plan mission 
projects for 2008. 

■ Pray for the ministry 
of Southern Baptist 
missionaries Earl 
and Robin Pinkston 
in Malta. Pray also 
for their children, 
including their new 
baby, Nathan. 

■ Pray for missionary 
kids around the world 
as they begin a new 
school year. 

■ Pray for the victims 
of recent wildfires in 
Greece that have killed 
more than 60 people 
and destroyed hundreds 
ofhomes. 

MOUNTAINS TO THE MISSISSIPPI 
COMPILED BY STAFF 

■ ALLEN-Allen Church will host a 
benefit gospel sing for the Haven of 
Rest ministry Sept. 22, 6 p.m. For 
more information, call (606) 874-
9468. 
■ BOWLING GREEN-Burton Memorial 
Church will host Brad Waggoner of 
Life Way Christian Resources as guest 
preacher Sept. 23, 6 p.m., as part of 
the church's Super Sunday Nights 
of September services. Kevin Hash 
is pastor. 
■ BRONSTON-First Church called 
carter Stewart as pastor effective 
Sept. 2. Former pastor Johnnie Hel­
ton retired Aug. 31 and is available 
for pulpit supply. 
■ BUCKNER-Buckner Church recent­
ly called Lynn Traylor as senior pas­
tor. 
■ CADIZ-Liberty Point Church will 
celebrate homecoming Sept. 23 
with Wayne Glass as featured speak­
er. For more information, call (270) 
522-3958. 
■ CRESTWOOD-Ballardsville Church 
ordained Doug Nettle and Brad Rum­
er as deacons Aug. 19. Stuart Oem re­
signed as minister to children. 

Jeff Fuson, youth pastor at Crest­
wood Church, resigned to become 
founding pastor for a new church 
targeting unreached people in 
the northwestern part of Oldham 
County. Worship leader Mike Arvin 
a1so resigned to work with the new 

Paducah J 
I ~A 

Olivet Church will celebrate its 
150th anniversary Sept. 22-26. 
For more information, call (270) 
442-3267. Skip Parsons is pastor. 

congregation. 
■ DANVILLE-First Church recent­
ly called Drew Dukes as minister of 
youth and education. 
■ DRAKESBORO-Ebenezer Church 
will host a Matt Wilkins Bible Con­
ference Sept. 20-22. 7 p.m., and 
Sept. 23, 11 a.m. and 6 p.m., with 
Matt Wilkins on Sept. 20-21; Don­
nie Wilkins on Sept. 22 and Kyle 
Noffsinger and Roger Skipworth on 
Sept. 23 For more information, call 
(270) 476-2555. 
■ EAST BERNSTADT-First Church or­
dained Kenny Gaines, Doug House 
and Donevon Storm as deacons Aug. 
26. David Hawkins is pastor. 
■ GREENVILLE-New Cypress Church 
will celebrate homecoming Sept. 23, 
with the Still Waters Singers per­
forming at 10 a.m., and Jeff Noffsing­
er speaking at 11 a.m. 
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®;s,;ggg; CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

September 
22 Children in Action Day Camp, 

Cedar Crest 
22 Punt, Pass & Kick, Campbellsville 

University. 
28-29 Focus 2007, Crestwood Baptist 

Church, Crestwood. 
29 Marriage Celebration, Fort Mitchell 

Baptist Church. 

October 
4-6 Basic Training for Church 

Planters, Baptist Building, 
Louisville. 

5-6 Celebrate the Mission, 
Harrodsburg Baptist Church. 

12-13 Women on Mission/Baptist 
Nursing Fellowship Fall Retreat, 
Cedarmore. 

15 KBC East-Senior Adult Choir 
Festival, First Baptist Church, 
London. 

20 Vacation Bible School Theme 
Preview, Baptist Building, 
Louisville. 

22 KBC West- Senior Adult Choir 
Festival, Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Paducah. 

For more information, call (800) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org 

■ HENDERSON-Hyland Church will 
hold revival services Sept. 23-26, 
7 p.m .. with Wayne and Tina Hud­
son. 
■ LEXINGTON-Boone's Creek Church 
will host its · 4th annual missions 
conference Sept. 22. Speakers in­
clude Bill Barker, John Divito, John 
Ferguson and Hershael York. For 
more information, call (859) 263-
5466. Matthew Perry is pastor. 
■ LOUISVILLE-New Salem Church re­
cently called Dan cargill as youth 
pastor. 

Maple Grove Church will cele­
brate 40 years of child care ministry 
Sept. 23 with a morning service and 
potluck lunch honoring current and 
former students, parents and teach-

• ers. Ray Hayes is pastor. 

Walnut Street Church will pres­
ent a Bible study conference Sept. 21, 
6:30 p.m .. and Sept. 22, 8:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m., with guest speaker Betsy Ring­
er, a certified life coach. For more in­
formation, call (502) 589-5290. 
■ MADISONVILLE-Pleasant View 
Church will hold revival services 
Sept. 24-28, 7 p.m .. with Bobby Reno 
as evangelist. 
■ PADUCAH-Reidland Church will 
host a Creation Emphasis Series with 
Grady McMurty, a biblical scientific 
creationist, Sept. 23-25. For more in­
formation, call (270) 898-6243. Larry 
Lewis is pastor. 
■ RUSSELLVILLE-First Church hon­
ored Buddy and Mattie Duncan on 
their 50th wedding anniversary in 
August. 

For information about 
partnership mission 
opportunities, contact 
the KBC partnership 
missions department 

CLASSIFIED Aos 

at (502) 489-3529 or toll­
free in Kentucky at (866) 
489-3529. 

FOR RENT: Family reunion or wed­
ding parties. Highway 30A, beach­
side, 75 yards from the ocean; more 
than 5,000 square feet, eight bed­
rooms including five masters; full 
game room; large dining area; private 
heated pool. Call Suzannah at (800) 
397-2708; www.reunionhouse.org. 

SEEKING: Part-time music min­
ister for Second Baptist Church in 
Madisonville, Ky. Motivated, Christ­
centered individual to work with 
adult and youth choirs. Tradition­
al and contemporary music styles. 
Send resumes to: Music Minister 
Search Committee, Second Baptist 
Church, 633 Bishop St .. . Madison­
ville, KY 42431. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth minister 
for South Fork Baptist Church. Youth 
minister will work with active youth 
group (grades 7-12). Please submit re­
sume to: SFBC Youth Search Com­
mittee, 4915 New Jackson ·Highway, 
Hodgenville, KY 42748. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
youth and administration. Position 
includes youth ministry and ad­
ministrative duties. Resume must 
include experience and/or educa­
tion in areas of youth ministry and 
church administration. Applicant 
must be active member of a South­
ern Baptist church for the past three 
years or more. Please submit re­
sumes to: Search Committee, Oak 
Ridge Baptist Church, 6056 Taylor 
Mill Road, Covington, KY 41015. 

SEEKING: Full-time senior pastor 
for First Baptist Church in New Taze­
well, Tenn. Masters degree and expe­
rience preferred. Please send resume 
with sermon tape, CD or DVD to: FBC 
Pastor Search Committee, PO Box 
248, New Tazewell, TN 37824. Resu­
mes accepted through Oct. 15. 

SEEKING: Full-time youth and 
children's pastor for First Baptist 
Church of Prestonsburg. Please sub­
mit resume to search committee at 
jcw8855@bellsouth.net, or PO Box 
756, Prestonsburg, KY 41653 .. 

SEEKING: Pastor. Union Baptist 
Church, 25 minutes south of Cincin­
nati, Ohio, in Northern Kentucky, of­
fers the best of a rural and suburban 
setting, and is situated in the midst 
of booming housing developments. 
UBC is looking for a pastor to lead 
its flock of 274 (average worship at­
tendance; more than 400 on high 
Sundays) in outreach to our com­
munity. This 120-year-old Southern 
Baptist church has a newer 500-seat 
sanctuary ready for its next pastor. 
Please submit resumes, along with 
tapes , to Union Baptist Church, PO 
Box 194, Union, KY 41091, Attn: Mike 
Webster. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
youth for First Baptist Church, Rich­
mond, Ky. Responsibilities include 
proclamation of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ through biblical teachings; 
facilitating ministry opportunities 
and assisting with pastoral care; de­
veloping, managing and evaluat­
ing a comprehensive program for 
middle school and high school stu­
dents and their families. Ability to 
build and maintain effective work­
ing relationships and rapport with 
members, prospects and staff is re­
quired. Compensation includes sal­
ary, vacation, insurance, SECA and 
retirement. Send cover letter, re­
sume, salary history and available 
starting date to: Search Committee, 
First Baptist Church, 425 Eastern 

• Bypass, Richmond, KY 40475; or via 
e-mail to richard.landers@firstbap 
tistnet.com. 

SEEKING: Child development cen­
ter director for weekday preschool 
program. Applicant should be an ex­
perienced educator and administra­
tor and must exemplify strong spir­
itual maturity. Send resumes to: Per­
sonnel Committee, Fern Creek Bap­
tist Church, PO Box 91146, Louisville, 
KY 40291 ; or e-mail to Linda@fern 
creekbaptist.org. Resumes will be re­
ceived through Sept. 28. Questions: 
call (502) 239-0316. Linda Barnes Pop­
ham, pastor. 

SEEKING: Senior pastor for High 
Street Baptist Church, Somerset, Ky. 
Located in south-central Kentucky, 
30 miles west ofl-75, HSBC is a thriv­
ing congregation with a healthy mix 
of age groups that work well togeth­
er. We average 200 in two morning 
services, and have several full- and 
part-time staff members. Resumes 
will be received through Oct. 15 
and should be sent to: HSBC Pastor 
Search Committee, 102 Bourne Ave., 
Somerset, KY 42501. Submissions 
via e-mail should be addressed to: 
HSBC@windstream.net. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor with 
skills to lead, mentor and teach God's 
divine Word for Adairville Baptist 
Church in Adairville, Ky. ABC is an 
SBC church in a small, rural, farm­
ing community in south-central Ken­
tucky, just north of Nashville, Tenn. 
We have an average attendance of 
150-200 in Sunday morning worship, 
a tradition of outstanding music 
and a growing youth program. Our 
desire is to spread God's Word to our 
community and around the world. 
If interested, please submit your re­
sume to: Pastor Search Committee, 
Adairville Baptist Church, PO Box 
36, Adairville, KY 42202; or e-mail to 
abc42202@yahoo.com. 

SEEKING: Pastor for Highland 
Baptist Church in Tullahoma, Tenn. 
E-mail resume to dktatum@charter. 
net; or mail resume to PSC, 808 West 
Hickory St., Tullahoma, TN 37388. 

SEEKING: Part-time children's 
minister (preschool-6th grade). Send 
resume by Sept. 30 to: First Baptist 
Church, Hodgenville, c/o Katie San­
didge, 730 Tonieville Road, Hodgen­
ville, KY 42748; or call Sandidge, 
(270) 766-8970, or Dawn Conner, 
(270) 234-3977. 

SEEKING: Part-time children's min­
ister for growing conservative con­
gregation, average attendance: 250. 
Send resume or call for appoint­
ment. Some experience desired. 
Pleasant Grove BC, Shepherdsville, 
Ky. (502) 543-7336. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor to lead 
a mission-minded congregation (av­
erage worship attendance over 100). 
Smithsboro BC is in a rural area 
of southeast Kentucky near Haz­
ard. Inquirers should send resumes 
and sermon tape or video to: Pas­
tor Search Committee, Smithsboro 
Baptist Church, PO Box 279, Vicco, 
KY 41773. 

SEEKING: Student pastor for Flor­
ence Baptist Church, located in the 
fastest growing county in Kentucky. 
We run 800-plus in worship and are 
in the process of relocating to 67 
acres. Looking for energetic person 
to build the student ministry of our 
church. Please send resumes to peggy. 
romes@florencechurch.org. 

SEEKING: Part-time children's min­
ister for Ballardsville Baptist Church. 
E-mail resume to richardmarcello 
@medpro.com;· or mail to 4300 S. 
Highway 53, Crestwood, KY 40014. 
www.ballardsvillebaptistchurch. 
com. 
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Christian broadcaster rescues Orlando Bible theme park I 

Park attendance on 
the rise after June 
'marriage' with TBN 
By Mark Weisenmiller 
Religion News Service 

Orlando, Fla. (RNS)-Thanks to help 
from a California-based Christian 
broadcasting empire, a Christian 
theme park in Orlando, Fla., seems 
to have boosted its popularity. 

Ever since Trinity Broadcasting 
Network acquired the Holy Land Ex­
perience in June, attendance figures 
jumped at least 25 percent, accord­
ing to Melanie Davies, public rela­
tions manager for the park. 

"That 25 percent figure is for 
June and July," she said. "For August, 
it was 76 percent." 

The Holy Land Experience 
opened in 2001. Now, with TBN fre­
quently mentioning the park during 
its evening programming, and also 
with the usual high summertime 
attendence numbers, the attraction 
is fighting its way back to become a 
leading tourist stop in Orlando. 

TBN and park officials call the re­
cent deal a "marriage," rather than a 
business takeover. 

"For us, it was a natural syner­
gy. They were looking for more pub­
licity and we (TBN) were looking to 
acquire land and buildings in the 
area," explained Paul Crouch Jr., 
whose parents, Paul and Jan Crouch, 
founded TBN in 1973. 

About a year ago, TBN bought the 
TV license for Orlando's Channel 
52. As part of that transaction, the 
broadcaster also needed land and 
buildings to host its TV studios and 
facilities. 

"We heard that they (the Holy 
Land Experience) needed help. So 
we entered negotiations (to acquire 

the park) about one year ago before 
we signed on the dotted line, so to 
speak," he said. 

Prior to the merger with TBN, the 
park had debts of about $8 million, 
according to the Orlando Sentinel, 
and had cut operating hours and 
staff. Thomas Powell, the park's for­
mer president, blamed a poor mar­
keting campaign, rising costs and 
dwindling ticket sales. 

Ministry or attraction? 
Spread over 17 acres in central 

Florida, the attraction can be de­
scribed as either a ministry- which 
is often how the park's employees re­
fer to it-or a Bible-based attraction. 
There are replicas of ancient build­
ings mentioned in the Bible, such 
as a six-story replica of King Herod's 
Temple. Entertainers wear vintage­
era costumes to recreate biblical sto­
ries, including a daily crucifixion 
drama that "blesses everyone who 
sees it," the park's promotional ma­
terials read. 

Another highlight is the larg­
est scale model of Jerusalem, as 
it looked during the time of Jesus 
Christ, and what is called a "scrip­
torium," a museum that houses nu­
merous historic copies of the Bible. 

In addition to the 17 acres now 
used by the park, an additional 10 
acres nearby are also available for fu­
ture development. Crouch said the 
"immediate plan" is to build a state­
of-the-art television studio on site 
that will be used for TBN broadcasts 
and productions. TBN has already 
invested in new audio/visual equip­
ment for the park's shows. 

Crouch also said the park would 
expand its hours to open on Sunday 
afternoons after Sunday morning 
church services. 

When the attraction opened, it 
drew protests from the Jewish De-

fense League and other Jewish orga­
nizations because its founder, Mar­
vin Rosenthal, considered himself 
a "Hebrew Christian" as well as the 
"park's inappropriate mixture of 
Jewish words and motifs with Chris­
tian theology," said Shelley Rubin, 
chairman and CEO of the Jewish De­
fense League. 

"The overriding objection was to 
the proselytizing done there when 
it first opened," echoed Rabbi Rick 
Sherwin of Congregation Beth Am, 
a Conservative synagogue in nearby 
Longwood, Fla. "But that proselytiz­
ing hasn't worked. We stopped hear­
ing complaints about the park about 
one year after it opened." 

Network well-received 
In fact, Rubin said her group is 

"actually pleased to hear of TBN's 
tal<eover" because the network "sel­
dom airs material meant to explicit­
ly offend the Jewish people, or any­
one else for that matter. And TBN's 
preachers commonly ask their pa-

rishioners to pray for the peace and 
security oflsrael." 

Bill Jones, the park's director of 
biblical studies, said, "In no way 
are we trying to convert people on 
some sort of massive scale." 

Colby May, the network's com­
munications counsel, said the mis­
sion of the Florida park dovetailed 
with the mission of the network. 

"It wasn't so much a business ex­
periment but the ability to spread 
the gospel," he said. "It's a very 21st­
century form of communication." 

When TBN was in the nego­
tiating stages of acquiring the 
park, Crouch said he anonymous­
ly bought a ticket and wandered 
around. 

"I saw Bible teachings, people 
praying for each other while in the 
park, the shows that they produce," 
he recalled, "and at the end of the 
day when I was done, I felt that I 
had gone to church, not a theme 
park. That's when I knew that it 
was a special place." 

Board game offers new way to build interfaith understanding 
By David Briggs 
Cleveland Plain Dealer 

Cleveland (RNS)-According to Is­
lam, do humans carry the sins of 
their ancestors? 

What is more important in Juda­
ism-the self or the community? 

What does "70 x 7" refer to in the 
Bible? 

If you answered "no," "the com­
munity" and "how often Jesus says 
we are to forgive each other," you 
would be ahead in a new board game 
designed to promote interfaith un­
derstanding. 

The game, 7th Heaven, tests play­
ers ' knowledge of Judaism, Islam 
and Christianity in a way that people 
from junior high school age and up 
can enjoy learning about different 
religious practices, said John Coo­
per, a mechanical engineer from Lin­
coln, Neb., who developed the game. 

But does the game succeed? 
The consensus after a recent con­

test among four interfaith leaders 
from Catholic, Protestant, Jewish 
and Muslim traditions was that 7th 
Heaven is a useful, if limited and oc­
casionally flawed, way to make inter­
faith learning fun. 

"It would be a great discussion 
starter among already knowledge­
able adults," said Donna Wilhelm, 
board president of InterAct Cleve­
land, an interfaith group. Playing a 

GAME ON In 7th Heaven, players earn 
points by correctly answering questions 
about ChristianitY, Islam and Judaism. 
(RNS photo by Marvin Fong/Cleveland 
Plain Dealer) 

board game can make "dialogue and 
understanding more simple, more 
human." 

Cooper said he began thinking 
about the concept a couple of years 
ago after he met some Iraqi refu­
gees while volunteering at the Peo­
ple's City Mission in Lincoln. Conver­
sations with refugees and others led 
him to an appreciation of common 
themes shared by the three faiths. 

Yet he also realized that while un­
derstanding is a widely held goal, it 
often ends up a relatively low prior­
ity as many religious groups strug-

• 

gle to educate people on their own 
faith. 

His answer: "Well, why don't I 
make a game out ofit?" 

Cooper said he consulted Jewish, 
Christian and Muslim theologians 
to come up with questions and an­
swers. He said every effm:twas made 
"to be fair to each religion, offering 
answers according to that religion's 
beliefs ." 

Testing out the game recently 
were Wilhelm; Julia Shearson, ex­
ecutive director of the Cleveland 
chapter of the Council on American­
Islamic Relations; Marty Plax, re­
tired executive director of the Cleve­
land chapter of the American Jewish 
Committee; and Larry Larson, associ­
ate pastor of the Church of the Cove­
nant in Cleveland . 

They had a good time, often us­
ing the questions and answers as a 
springboard for more nuanced ex­
plorations of their faiths. There also 
was a lot of humor around the table 
as players appreciated one another's 
company. 

"It's a very enjoyable game, and I 
think it can bring people together," 
Shearson said afterward. "It's a good 
... introduction." 

Plax said anything that can depo­
liticize interfaith relations is a step 
forward. But Plax, Shearson and the 
others also raised some concerns af-

ter going through about one-third of 
the 300 questions. 

Some of the questions were poor­
ly worded or simplified so much into 
a true-false, yes-no format that the 
answers were inadequate or poten­
tially misleading, some players not- . 
ed. Larson said he would like to see 
the game expanded to include oth­
er faiths such as Buddhism and Hin­
duism. 

The players also said that some 
questions may be too tough for 
younger players, and advised youth­
group leaders considering the game 
to have a knowledgeable adult pres­
ent to provide background and per­
spective, and promote discussion. 

Still, overall, making interfaith 
learning fun is a good idea, partic­
ipants said. Teens and adults will 
come away from the game knowing 
more about their own faith, as well 
as the faiths of others. 

Larson said he also could see 7th 
Heaven as a follow-up possibility for 
youth groups visiting mosques, syn­
agogues and churches to learn about 
other faiths. 

For Cooper, 7th Heaven has been 
more than just a game. 

Given the conflicts throughout 
the world, he said, "I sort of felt it 
was a calling ... to try to provide a ve­
hicle to start some type of peace hap­
pening." 

EPIC BATTLE Actors 
portraying a Roman 
soldier and centurion fight 
outside a six-story replica 
of the Jerusalem Temple at 
the Holy Land Experience 
in Orlando, Fla. The park, 
opened in 2001, has seen 
attendance jump since the 
California-based Trinity 
Broadcasting Network 
bought the park. (RNS 
photo) 



Clear Creek Baptist: Bible 
College 

300 Clear Creek Road Pineville, KY 40977 
1-866-340-3196 www.ccbbc.edu 

Our LOGO AfEA_NS somet:hing! 

"Education for Christian Service" 
We exist to train men and women called of God into Christian Service 

"Since 1926" 
We have been true to our mission more than eighty years. We are the Kentucky 

Baptist Convention's only Bible college. 
"The Shield of Faith" Ephesians 6: 16 - We are a faith-based institution. 

The Flame: The Holy Spirit of God is our guide. 
The Bible: God's Holy Word is our guiding document. 

The Cross at the Center: The center is the only proper place for Jesus. 
The Mountains: ... Where God planted us. Come join us for a study of His Word! 

Clear Creek Baptist Bible College is also accredited by the Commission on 
Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-
4097; telephone number 404-679-4501) to award the Associate of Arts and Bachelor of Arts Degrees. 
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