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Bangladesh relief
efforts get funding
following cyclone

Nashville (BP)—Southern
Baptists are working with Ban-
gladesh Baptist leaders to iden-
tify areas of greatest need after
a Nov. 15 cyclone killed more
than 3,400 people in the Gan-
ges River delta along the Bay
of Bengal.

An initial $50,000 in South-
ern Baptist relief funds have
been released. Requests for ad-
ditional funds are expected be-
cause relief will be needed in
multiple areas.

Although as many as 2 mil-
lion people obeyed government
evacuation orders, there appear
to have been many who tried to
ride out the storm as Cyclone
Sidr’s 155-mph winds lashed
homes.

The toll could reach 10,000
once rescuers reach outlying is-
lands, according to assessments
compiled by the Bangladesh
Red Crescent Society, the Mus-
lim equivalent of the Interna-
tional Red Cross.

The Bangladeshi govern-
ment did a good job of getting
relief supplies in place before
the storm hit, said Jim Brown,
US. director for Baptist Global
Response, a Southern Baptist
international development and
relief organization. Military he-
licopters are dropping emer-
gency rations into areas not yet
accessible by road.
 “Our strategy is to work with
the Bangladesh Baptist Conven-
tion to identify areas that are
not being adequately helped
and focus our efforts there,”
Brown noted.

Faith Iessons
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University students in one of the former Soviet republics in central Asia polish their English skills during a classroom exercise.
Their teacher (foreground) uses a morality-based curriculum to lead classroom discussion toward matters of faith. (BP photo)

Morality-based lessons nudge students toward faith in Christ

By Don Graham
SBC International Mission Board

" Central Asia (BP)—Chalk races
across a blackboard as Anne-Marie
Bennett” struggles to keep pace with
her students. The names are coming
quickly now—Napoleon, Washing-
ton, Stalin. She has asked her class to
list the world’s greatest leaders, and
they have plenty of suggestions.

But the 37-year-old Southern Bap-
tist worker’s next question is more
telling.

“Between wealth, intelligence,
strength and love, which is most im-
portant in a leader?” Bennett asks.

She assigns a trait to each cor-
ner of the room and tells her stu-
dents to move to the one
they would pick. Once the
shuffle is finished, only
the “love” corner remains
empty.

The exercise is part of
the morality-based curric-
ulum Bennett uses to teach
English and share Jesus |
with university studentsin
the former Soviet Union.
It’s also a clue to the overwhelming
lostness that consumes the central
Asian nation where she ministers.

2007 LOTTIE MOON
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Fewer than 2 percent of Bennett’s
people group identify themselves
as evangelical Christians.
Most are Muslim, though
decades of communist
rule ground their Islamic
faith to a thin veneer.
“They’re Muslim be-
cause they're told they're
Muslim,” noted Tom Ster-
ling, a Southern Baptist
worker who serves with
Bennett. “Most haven’t
read the Koran, but they’ll tell you
that’s what they believe in.”
0 See Missionary teaches ... Page 8

M|ssmns-mmded Ky. Baptlst churches accept Acts 1:8 Challenge

MISSION MAPS Maps symbolizing four proposed mission fields are d/sp/ayed during
Versailles Baptist Church’s Acts 1:8 Challenge Kickoff Sunday earlier this month. The
maps are of Versailles, Owsley County, Cleveland and Mexico. Versailles Baptist has
developed missions partnership with a church plant in Cleveland and an orphanage in
Naco, Sonora, Mexico. (Photo courtesy of Michael Cabell)

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

Elizabethtown—After its major re-
location earlier this year, Severns
Valley Baptist Church in Elizabeth-
town wanted to re-focus the energy
that drove its move to its new facili-
ties on Ring Road.

Pastor Billy Compton and church
leaders found their purpose in the
Acts 1:8 Challenge, the missions em-
phasis that encourages churches to
reach out to their community, state,
nation and world.

“It’s an accountability thing,”
said Compton, whose church recent-
ly hosted the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention annual meeting. “People
are being more intentional about
doing missions. It helps motivate
the church to continue becoming a
worldwide missions center.”

The Acts 1:8 Challenge spans sev-
eral Southern Baptist agencies, in-
cluding the North American Mission
Board, International Mission:Board

and cooperating state conventions
and associations.

Started in May of 2004 at First
Baptist Church of Woodstock, Ga., it
has since spread to more than 3,200
churches in the Southern Baptist
Convention, including nearly 130 in
Kentucky.

That ranks the commonwealth
11th among Southern Baptist state
conventions. While the number is
growing, it represents only about 5
percent of Kentucky’s churches.

“I think it takes a while for it to
feed down,” said Randy Jones, the
KBC’s missions growth team leader.
“It takes a while to talk to Kentucky
Baptists.”

The Acts 1:8 Challenge creates
awareness of the need for all church
members to become missionaries,
whether that means going overseas
or talking to a neighbor, Jones not-
ed. ;

“This is one thing where church-
[ See Churches in Ky. ... Page 3
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“Contextualization
... helps us

avoid building
rectangular
buildings for people
who live in round
huts.”

Gordon Fort, IMB vice
president for overseas
operations

50 years in ministry.

BAPTIST DIGEST

Child dies after accident with Baptist volunteers. A team
of Baptist volunteers on their way to feed flood victims in
southern Mexico accidentally killed a child in a traffic ac-
cident Nov. 15. Members of Texas Baptist Men were driving
through a small village in Mexico when children attempt-
ing to sell things began darting around their slow-moving
vehicle, witnesses said. One child misjudged the van’s speed
and ran into the side of it, causing a large gash in the boy’s
head, group leaders said. He died two days later in an area
hospital. Local authorities detained the van driver, who was
released and cleared of all charges. The men’s group is seek-
ing to contact and minister to his family.

Crews elected Northwest executive director. Messengers
to the Northwest Baptist Convention elected Bill Crews, for-
| mer president and chancellor of Golden Gate Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, as executive director during their Nov. 13-
14 annual meeting in Yakima, Wash. Crews, 71, had been
serving as the convention’s interim executive director since
April 1. Presenting Crews on behalf of the convention’s Ex-
ecutive Board, Washington pastor Joe Martin described
Crews as the “youngest mature man [ know,” a reference to
Crews’ energy and creative thinking even after more than

New name in store for Canadian Baptists. Canadian South-
ern Baptists are just one vote away from adopting a new
name—Canadian National Baptist Convention—to more ac-
curately reflect their geographic location. A final vote on
changing the name will be held at next year’s annual meet-
ing of the Canadian Convention of Southern Baptists. Gerry
Taillon, national ministry leader for the CCSB, said confu-
sion caused by the word “Southern” in the convention’s ti-
tle is a key reason for the change. “To the uninitiated in Bap-
tist and evangelical life, ‘Southern’ is a geographical term,”
he noted. Taillon said he believes the proposed new name
accurately reflects “who we are” while reaffirming “our ab-
“solute loyalty and Qur prized partnership” with the South-
ern Baptist Converition. Al

IMB trustees adopt cross-cultural principles

By Don Graham
Baptist Press

Richmond, Va. (BP)—Making the
gospel more accessible to the world’s
6,500 unreached people groups is
the goal of new guidelines adopted
by trustees of the Southern Baptist
International Mission Board during
their meeting earlier this month.

Trustees outlined five “principles
of contextualization” to further the
church-planting efforts of 5,300-plus
Southern Baptist missionaries serv-
ing around the globe. The guide-
lines’ purpose is to help missionaries
more effectively share Christ across
cultural and religious boundaries
without compromising the gospel.

“Anthropology and sociology
teach us that every people group
has distinctive differences in lan-
guage and culture,” explained Gor-
don Fort, IMB vice president for over-
seas operations.

“Contextualization allows a mis-
sionary to separate a people’s tra-
ditions from our doctrinal founda-
tions and apply an appropriate trel-
lis that shapes the new church in its
most indigenous form. This allows
new believers to grow within a cul-
tural framework that is true to bib-
lical foundations. It helps us avoid
building rectangular buildings for
people who live in round huts.”

" Rankin affirms trustee action

Noting that the guidelines al-
ready are practiced by Southern Bap-
tist missionaries, IMB President Jer-
ry Rankin affirmed the action.

“Most of the peoples of the world
will never be willing to hear and re-
ceive a Christian witness until it is
communicated in a way they can un-
derstand,” Rankin said.

“These principles recognize the
challenges our missionaries face in
taking the gospel to Muslim, Hin-
du, Buddhist, animist and postmod-
ern cultures,” he noted. “They pro-
vide valuable and sound guidelines
for entering into dialogue and wit-
ness across religious barriers and
concepts to introduce the fact that
Jesus Christ is the only way to God
the Father.

“Contextualization is not im-
plied compromise of the gospel mes-
sage or the authority of God’s Word;
it is simply communicating it in a
way that will be understandable in
a local language and cultural world-
view,” Rankin added. “An evangelis-
tic witness does not embrace a for-
eign concept of God or perverted re-
ligious ideas but shows respect and
understanding of what others be-
lieve in order to open hearts to the
claims of the gospel.”

“Principles of contextualization”

An overview of the principles of
contextualization adopted by IMB
trustees include:

1. We affirm that the Bible is the
only infallible text that exists. It is
appropriate to evaluate all other
books by the Bible. ... Content that is
in accord with biblical truth should
be embraced. What is contrary to
sound doctrine should be rejected.

2. We affirm that there is a bib-
lical precedent for using “bridges”
to reach out to others with the gos-
pel (Acts 17:22-23). ... Out personnel
may use elements of their host cul-
ture’s worldview to bridge to the
gospel. This need not be construed
as an embracing of that worldview.
... Our evangelism must go beyond
bridges to present the whole unvar-

nished truth of the gospel (1 Corin-
thians 15:1-4).

3. We affirm an incarnational ap-
proach to missions that is bound by
biblical parameters. Following the
example of Him who became flesh
(John 1:14), it is appropriate that our
personnel continue to tailor their
ministry to their setting. ... We ad-
vocate the learning and appropriate
utilization of language and culture.
Constant vigilance is required lest
contextualization degenerate into
syncretism.

4. We affirm both the sufficien-
cy and unique nature of biblical
revelation (2 Timothy 3:14-17). We
deny that any other purported sa-
cred writing is on a par with the Bi-
ble. While reference to a target peo-
ple group’s religious writings can be
made as a part of bridge building,
care should be exercised not to im-
ply a wholesale acceptance of such.

5. We affirm the need to be ethi-
cally sound in our evangelistic meth-
odology (2 Corinthians 4:2). Becom-
ing all things to all men in an incar-
national approach does not necessi-
tate an ethical breach. Jesus instruct-
ed His disciples to be as “wise as ser-
pents, and harmless as doves” (Mat-
thew 10:16). We are to be wise in our
bridge building. We are to be harm-
less in our integrity as we hold forth
the truth.

Integrity requires, for example,
that we not imply that a false proph-
et or'a body of religious writings oth-

er than the Bible are inspired. There

is a level of contextualization that
crosses the line of integrity. Our
board has dismissed personnel who
have refused counsel and deliber-
ately positioned themselves beyond
that line.

Chapman urges
ministers to take
part in GP survey

Nashville (BP)—Morris Chap-
man, president of the Southern
Baptist Convention Executive
Committee, recently mailed let-
ters to every church pastor in
the SBC, asking them to partic-
ipate in a Cooperative Program/
stewardship survey.

Chapman said the purpose
of the survey is “to collect data
that will provide an empirical
baseline of our churches’
thoughts, feelings and percep-
tions about Cooperative Pro-
gram/stewardship and to give us
insights for developing a more
focused ' strategy in the pro-
motion of CP and stewardship
across the convention.”

LifeWay Research is conduct-
ing the survey.

Chapman noted that “ev-
ery pastor plus five members of
each church in the convention
are being asked to participate.
We are asking some very tough
questions in this survey—many
of the questions are ground-
breaking in nature.

“The survey provides the
churches of the convention an
opportunity to both praise and
criticize what we are collective-
ly doing with the gifts given
through the Cooperative Pro-
gram,” Chapman added. “We
can'only improve the value add-
ed to the Cooperative Program
gifts we receive if we know the
heart of our churches in their
giving practices.” :

Louisiana Baptists ensure control of institutions

Alexandria, La.—Messengers to the
Louisiana Baptist Convention annu-
al meeting adopted without discus-
sion a measure that ensures the con-
vention has complete control of its
college and other affiliated institu-
tions.

The measure amended the char-
ters of convention-related entities to
clarify that the convention owns the
institutions.

The entities affected include Lou-
isiana College, the only institution
of higher education related to the
convention, as well as the Louisiana
Baptist Foundation and Louisiana
Baptist Children’s Home.

The move was necessitated by the
convention’s decision to incorpo-
rate a year ago, according to Frances
LaRocque, chairman of the state con-

vention’s Executive Board. LaRocque
is pastor of Emmanuel Baptist
Church in Lake Charles, La.

The convention’s 2008 budget,
an increase of more than $10,000
from the current year, anticipates
$13,655,183 in giving from Louisi-
ana Baptist churches. The budget
includes 64.5 percent for Louisiana
Baptist ministries and 35.5 percent
for Southern Baptist Convention
causes. Receipts exceeding the bud-
get will be divided 50/50 between the
state convention and SBC causes.

Mike Holloway, pastor of Cook
Baptist Church in Ruston, La., was
elected president over Chuck Pour-
ciau, pastor of Broadmoor Baptist
Church in Shreveport, La., by a vote
of 513-314.

Messengers adopted several reso-

lutions that spanned the gamut of
moral and cultural concerns, includ-
ing measures opposing hate crimes
legislation and partial-birth abor-
tion and affirming pastors showing
active Christian citizenship as well
as calls for protecting children from
abuse and for personal and corpo-
rate repentance.

During the pre-convention Cen-
la Family Fun Days evangelistic out-
reach, more than 300 people made
professions of faith in Christ. Twen-
ty-seven churches hosted the series
of coordinated events.

The Cenla Family Fun Days in-
cluded motorcycle stunt riding,
skateboarding acrobatics, bull rid-
ing and neighborhood block parties.
Compiled from reporting by Associated
Baptist Press and Baplist Press

Oklahoma vote affirms ministry to illegal immigrants

Moore, Okla. (ABP)—Messengers
to the annual meeting of the Bap-
tist General Convention of Oklaho-
ma adopted a resolution emphasiz-
ing non-discriminating ministry to
illegal immigrants.

The resolution dealt with a new
state law making it a felony to as-
sociate with undocumented immi-
grants. Messengers, in approving the
resolution, said they don’t “neces-
sarily agree (with) or oppose the new
law,” but will continue to minister
to anyone. ,

Convention spokeswoman Hei-
di Wilburn said Christians should

place their “No. 1 focus” on God and
look to government as a second pri-
ority, according to news reports.

The resolution states: “Christians
are under biblical mandate to respect
the divine institution of government
and its laws. Let it be known that
House Bill 1804 related to illegal im-
migration will not change their min-
istry to any people.”

The local Catholic archdiocese
and the Muslim community of Okla-
homa City have also sent letters of
protest to Gov. Brad Henry.

Messengers adopted 10 other res-
olutions, including ones opposing

“any hate-crimes legislation that po-
tentially criminalizes speech and be-
lief”; opposing the sale of alcohol in
Oklahoma grocery and convenience
stores; and affirming the Southern
Baptist Convention’s “conservative
resurgence” which “returned us to
our historic roots of commitment to
the Bible as the infallible and iner-
rant Word of God.”

In other action, messengers ad-
opted a record budget for 2008, an-
ticipating $24.6 million in Coop-
erative Program gifts. That’s an in-
crease of $1.1 million from the cur-
rent budget.
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KBC approves two
new High Impact
church plants

By Drew Nichter
News Director

Louisville—The Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention expanded its
roster of High Impact church-
es recently with the approval
of two church plants in the east-
ern part of the state.

Hillside Community Church
in Catlettsburg and New
Heights in Pineville were grant-
ed High Impact status earlier
this month.

The addition of the new con-
gregations increases the num-
ber of church plants in the ini-
tiative to 13. According to Lar-
ry Baker, KBC’s director of new
work and associational mis-
sions, that is one shy of the
goal set for the first three years
of the plan, which was institut-
ed as part of Kentucky Baptists
Connect in 2003.

Baker mentioned that the
High Impact plan is gaining mo-
mentum and “we’ve got sever-
al on the plate right now.” He
added that the High Impact
church initiative remains on
target to meet the five-year goal
of 25 such churches and noted
that the goal of beginning five
High Impact congregations in
eastern Kentucky has already
been met.

Hillside Community Church
is being led by Tim Holmes who
most recently served as associ-
ate pastor of education at Hill-
vue Heights Baptist Church in
Bowling Green, which is Hill-
side’s sponsoring church. While
the congregation may call Cat-
lettsburg and the Ashland area
home, Holmes insisted that it is
not targeting a region.

“When we say ‘target,” we're
not speaking geographically or
of age,” he explained, “we’re
speaking of condition. Our tar-
get group is the unchurched
or dechurched and that means
anywhere.”

Hillside currently worships
in an old courthouse in Catletts-
burg and averages between 60
and 80 people each week. Hol-
mes said the church has not yet
set an official launch date.

New Heights in Pineville is
a first-of-a-kind congregation
in that its sponsoring church is
another High Impact church—
Mountain Community Fellow-
ship in Paintsville. The church
is led by Pastor Mark Elkins.

Elkins described New
Heights as a “changing church
for a changing world.”

“We believe that anytime
you come into the presence
of Jesus, He’s going to change
you,” he emphasized.

New Heights currently oc-
cupies a storefront, as well as
a movie theater in Pineville on
Sunday mornings. The young
church has set a launch date
of Jan. 20, 2008, but is already
holding worship services with
as many as 70 people in atten-
dance.

Churches in Ky. accept Acts 1:8 challenge |

Continued from page 1

es can be more strategic in planning,
budgeting and training,” he add-
ed. “It’s a process of people learn-
ing about missions through involve-
ment.”

Participants are asked to em-
brace an eight-point plan to stim-
ulate involvement, such as educa-
tion, prayer, giving and increasing
short- and long-term missions op-
portunities.

“This is not a program, it’s an
initiative,” said Tim Yarborough,
NAMB’s director of church rela-
tions and the Acts 1:8 Challenge co-
ordinator. “Pastors who have prayed
about it, taught it and understand
what it’s all about, ... they see all the
things God can do with it.”

That is the case at Severns Valley,
which made Acts 1:8 its churchwide
emphasis through the end of 2008.

The church kicked off the effort
last August with a leadership dinner
and Sunday service featuring former
SBC President Jim Henry as the key-
note speaker.

Members were asked to signify
their agreement to pray, give or go
by taking a bracelet with a passage
from Acts 1 stamped on it.

Amonyg its first steps to promote
missions-mindedness in the com-
munity was canceling a Halloween
alternative party at the church.

Instead, students printed up
cards on how to connect with Jesus
and Severns Valley, with members
encouraged to hand them out with
candy on trick-or-treat night.

On Thanksgiving, the church
hosted a dinner for clients of a be-
nevolence ministry, homeless shel-
ter and crisis pregnancy center.

While its 2008 calendar isn’t com-
plete, among activities planned are
a family mission trip to Baltimore,
participating in a Habitat for Hu-
manity home building project and
a medical mission to Brazil.

“It’s creating a lot of remarkable
energy and passion for getting out-
side the walls of the church,” Comp-
ton said.

“Ongoing program”

Versailles Baptist Church is an-
other congregation that recently
joined the initiative, kicking off its
campaign Nov. 5 with a missions fair
and special worship service.

“Instead of shooting for a one-
time thing, we think it’s better to
host an ongoing program,” said Mi-
chael Cabell, minister of evangelism
and discipleship. “Acts 1:8 gives us a
chance to do that.”

Versailles Baptist already has
planned six missions activities for
2008. They include a service day
next April, community block party
in July and a pair of trips to the Ow-
sley County Food Place Ministry in
Booneville. Outside Kentucky, teams
will visit Baltimore and Mexico.

That compares to a single trip
this year to Biloxi, Miss., to do hur-
ricane relief.

Cabell added that he hopes to in-
volve 90 members in short-term mis-
sion trips and 150 in local service ac-
tivities next year. That goal repre-
sents 51 percent of its average Sun-
day attendance of 450.

In the past, Versailles Baptist has
taken a number of mission trips to
such places as Russia, Venezuela and

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

Paducah—Lone Oak First Baptist Church was
one of the first Kentucky Baptist churches to en-
listin the Acts 1:8 Challenge, signing up soon af-
ter its launch in the spring of 2004.

Lone Oak’s multi-faceted effort includes sev-
eral outreach projects in the Paducah area, help-
ing at a home for troubled teens in Mayfield,
and continuing visits to Lynch and Oneida Bap-
tist Institute.

Outside the state, numerous teams have vis-
ited the Gulf region to do hurricane relief. Over-
seas trips are scheduled next year to Ethiopia,
Zambia and Morocco.

Counting the hundreds who help distribute
food to needy families at Christmas and with Op-
eration Christmas Child, Jeff Wallace estimates
nearly half of the church’s 3,000 members par-
ticipate in some form of missions activity.

“It’s missions that gets people involved,” said
Wallace, Lone Oak’s minister of global outreach
since 2004. “We have to help people think about
Acts 1:8—to learn about missions, pray for it,
give and go.” _

A missionary to Thailand and Spain before
he came to the western Kentucky church, Wal-
lace credited the initiative with creating more
of a missions mindset.

Fourteen percent of the budget went to mis-
sions in the 2007 church year and a similar
amount is pledged for the coming year, accord-
ing to Pastor Dan Summerlin.

Since the Acts 1:8 Challenge began, giving is
up in all areas, including a record $60,000 dona-

* tion to last year’s Lottie Moon international mis-

sions offering, the pastor noted.

“Any time a church gets involved in missions,
it affects everything,” Summerlin said, adding
that opportunities are available to every church.
“It’s a ripple effect where people begin to see
missions opportunities everywhere.”

However, it appears some Kentucky Baptists
don’t share Lone Oak’s enthusiasm for the Acts
1:8 Challenge.

Mexico. The congregation also has a
couple on the mission field in cen-
tral Asia and a single woman prepar-
ing for a two-year assignment in the
Pacific Rim.

However, Cabell noted enlisting
in the Acts 1:8 Challenge will pro-
mote a more coordinated effort.

“It gives us this comprehensive
strategy instead of doing a trip here
or an emphasis there,” he said. Acts
1:8 “are the last words Jesus gave to
the church.”

“We're trying to be obedient to
that. We want to be well-rounded
in each of the four fields and enable
God’s Kingdom to grow.”

In addition, Versailles Baptist
hopes to revamp its mission edu-
cation program and create a new
Women on Mission group for young
adults.

Cabell said the advantage of the
initiative is its flexibility, since a
church does not necessarily have to
do missions in each sphere.

That means even the smallest
church can be involved in one area
while supporting the others with
giving and prayer, he added.

Cabell said he believes people
grow in their relationship with the
Lord by serving others on the mis-
sion field, which means enabling
more people to serve will strength-
en the church.

“Having a revival may not just
mean having a speaker, but taking a
trip with the Acts 1:8 Challenge.”

Some churches embrace challenge, others decline

In response to that, Randy Jones, missions
growth team leader for the Kentucky Baptist
Convention, and a representative of the South-
ern Baptist International Mission Board visit-
ed three cities in mid-September to explain the
concept. 4

“I can’t say there is major interest,” Jones
said. “A few pastors I talked to said, ‘This is just
another national promotion and then they’ll be

- on to something else.””

However, Jones explained that convention of-
ficials assure him the initiative will be around
for years to come.

In addition, he said the SBC offers numerous
printed resources, many of which can be down-
loaded from the web site (www.actsone8.com),
videos and support materials. :

After reaching the 2,000 mark in December
of 2005, momentum has slowed, with just over
3,200 churches currently registered.

However, an official with the Southern Bap-

- tist North American Mission Board said the

agency has decreased its emphasis on registra-
tion this year to spend time beefing up resource
materials.

“Churches have asked us to put together
some programs to help them put feet to their
commitment,” noted Tim Yarborough, NAMB’s
Acts 1:8 Challenge coordinator. “We've tak-
en their ideas and put together new tools that
churches can use.” :

Among those are materials for a kickoff cel-
ebration, an Acts 1:8 leadership seminar, a stu-
dents’ weekend based on Discipleship Now, an
outline for an Acts 1:8 Renewal Weekend and
curriculum that will be released in January.

There is also an Acts 1:8 on-line document
store that allows churches to create customized
banners, displays and bulletin inserts.

“I've promoted a lot of things over the years
but there’s something going on with Acts 1:8,”
Yarborough said. “We’re looking at Southern
Baptists who have always had a passion for mis-
sions get re-ignited. Acts 1:8 reminds them what
church is all about.”

CHURCH ON MISSION

m Left: A student from
Severns Valley Baptist
Church in Elizabethtown
volunteers at a local crisis
pregnancy center, meeting
the Acts 1:8 Challenge

of community missions.

m Below: Families from
Severns Valley assist those
affected by Hurricane
Katrina near Biloxi, Miss.
(Photos courtesy of
Severns Valley Baptist
Church)
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TruSting God with your financial future

By Howard Dayton

Gainesville, Ga. (BP)—So, what’s in
your future? No, this has nothing to
do with horoscopes, but many Chris-
tians make financial decisions based
on fear of the future instead of trust

Still, there has been a shift in
how the funds are spent. Less mon-
ey is being saved and contributed to
churches and charitable organiza-
tions, while more is being spent on
credit card interest, recreation, alco-

that God will provide hol, gambling and pets.
for them. COMMENTARY This gives us good

Fear of the future
can cause families to forfeit the
blessings of God because they base
decisions on the latest headline
or stock market report. Too often,
Christians give little thought to
God’s ability to take care of them.

This doesn’t mean that we
shouldn’t plan ahead to ensure fi-
nancial stability for our families.
However, when Christians find that
attitudes of fear and worry are mo-
tivating financial decisions, they
need to reevaluate their financial
priorities and recommit to trust in
the Lord.

Withholding from God

Often, Christian families that are
motivated by fear of the financial
future will cut back on their tithes
and offerings. Mistakenly, they see
this as a first step in an attempt at fi-
nancial stability.

Recent events such as U.S. rela-
tions with North Korea, war in Iraq,
gasoline prices, major layoffs and
an unstable economy have caused
many Americans to be concerned
about the future.

The U.S. economic slowdown has
the financial well-being of many
Americans hanging in the bal-
ance. They worry about not hav-
ing enough money to pay normal
monthly bills, and the rash of re-
cent mortgage defaults has devastat-
ed many families. Many Americans
live so close to the edge financially
that a prolonged economic down-
turn could put them in serious fi-
nancial straits.

Even though many people are
concerned about the financial fu-
ture, consumer spending has not
dropped proportionately. Actually,
there has been very little change
in the percentage of income that
Americans spend.

reason to pause and
review what Jesus said: “For where
your treasure is, there your heart
will be also. ... No one can be a slave
of two masters, since either he will
hate one and love the other, or be de-
voted to one and despise the other.
You cannot be slaves of God and of
money” (Matthew 6:21, 24).

The Bible says we are to honor
God with the tithe—the firstfruits
of our income. Keeping our financial
vows to God is the way to ensure that
we will not become victimized by a
financial downturn.

Withholding your financial com-
mitments to the Lord so that you can
buffer yourself against potential fu-
ture financial hardships will end up
costing your financial security rath-
er than guarding it, simply because
God’s blessings will not be on such a
self-imposed buffer.

Faith conquers fear

Hebrews 11:1 describes faith as
something we hope for that we do
not presently have. God’s plan seems
to be that we have some needs so
that we can develop our faith in
Him. It is vital for us to view poten-
tial future financial needs as oppor-
tunities to exercise and develop our
faith.

No Christian can truly serve God
and live in fear of financial loss. Je-
sus makes it clear in the passage
from Matthew 6 that we must make
a choice—either serve God or money;
we cannot serve both. Fear of our fi-
nancial future exhibits a lack of trust
in God and in His provision. In other
words, when we fear the future, we
choose to serve the fear of financial
loss, rather than to trust and serve
God Who has conquered all fear and
holds the future in His hands.

We.live in a materialistic society
and generally base our priorities on

desires and wants rather than on
needs. The perspective of what is
actually a need is often clouded by
what our materialistic society says
we need.

Although God has promised that
He will always supply our needs, He
has not promised that He will supply
all of the wants that society calls our
needs. Even though we sincerely ask
God to honor our request to supply
the money to repair our microwave,
automatic dishwasher or second car,
His answer may very well be “no.”

You see, we may be asking with
the wrong motives (James 4:3). It
may not be the right time, according
to God’s will and purpose (2 Corin-
thians 12:1-10). Or it may be contrary
to His overall plan (Acts 21:13-14). Af-
ter all, we are to serve God, not ex-
pect Him to serve us (Job 41:11).

Steps to trusting God

There are some important steps
we must follow that will help us
trust God completely with the pres-
ent and the future:

mFind God’s direction for your
life. Most frustrations that Chris-
tians experience are the result of try-
ing to model their lives after some-
one else’s life. Instead, through
prayer and study, find God’s will
for you. ,

® Make a conscious effort to trust
God. Put thoughts, words and com-
mitments into action and trust God.
Don’t buy on credit. Plan ahead and
wait for God to supply your needs.

mDevelop a longrange perspec-
tive. Trust God’s directives and His

‘guidance (Matthew 6:34).

m Pray diligently. Prayer is the key
that unlocks God’s blessings, pow-
er and direction (1 Thessalonians 5:
17-18).

Although we are bombarded dai-
ly with events that can cause doubt
concerning our financial future, we
must never doubt that God is in.com-
plete control. Refuse to panic and do
not be governed by fear of the fu-
ture. Keep your commitments and
vows to God, pray without ceasing
and trust your future to Him with-
out reservation.

Howard Dayton is co-founder of Crown
Financial Ministries

Reaching a lost world for Christ

Acts 1:8 tells us to share the gos-
pel with all people. As Southern Bap-
tists, we are certainly striving to do
just that but there is still
a tremendous amount of
work to be done.

To drive this home, here
are some statistics from the
Southern Baptist Interna-
tional Mission Board:

mThere are 11,372 dis-
tinct people groups among
a total world population of
6.6 billion.

mOf these people
groups, 6,512 (3.6 billion
people) are unreached for Christ.
This means that less than 2 percent
of the people in these groups are
evangelical Christians.

15,900 people groups (1.6 billion
people) are considered to be “last
frontier.” This means that less than
2 percent of the people are evangeli-
cal Christians and that thereisno ac-
tive church planting. :

mThere are 2,082 unreached
people groups with populations of
100,000 or more. Of these unreached

PARTNERS IN
THE Mission

Bill Mackey

groups, 638 have no evangelical
Christian missionary work taking
place with them at all.

mThere are 1,140 peo-
ple groups directly or in-
directly engaged by IMB
personnel (through 5,309
field missionaries). IMB re-
ported 475,072 baptisms,
23,486 new churches and
590,890 new believers in
discipleship last year.

Because of the un-
reached people groups a-
round the world and the
clear command of our Lord
to share the gospel, we as believers
should give sacrificially to support
international missions. This is espe-
cially important this year because
the shrinking buying power of the
dollar overseas means it will require
more funds to support the same lev-
el of missions work.

You may find it helpful to know
the amount required to support an
international missionary:

m One year: $40,866.

= One month: $3,405.

= One week: $785.

m One day: $111.

= One hour: $4.66.

= One minute: $.08.

This helps me understand that
every gift counts for the cause of
missions—even the widow’s mite.

The theme for this year’s Week
of Prayer for International Missions
and the Lottie Moon Christmas of-
fering is “Tell Me the Story of Je-
sus.” The Lottie Moon Offering goal
is $165 million. Our gifts are a won-
derful way for each of us to help tell
the story of Jesus to people around
the world.

All of these numbers can over-
whelm us and we can be tempted to
think that our gift will not make a
difference. However, when I read the
e-mails from my dear friends who
are serving as missionaries, my gift
becomes very personal. As I read of
their courage and sacrifice in serv-
ing in very difficult places, I cannot
help but be moved to do my part in
supporting their work.

God is counting on you and me to
complete the story of Acts 1:8.

Bill Mackey is executive director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention
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As °08 draws near,
God calls us to be
faithful stewards
By Doug Strader

As we enter the holiday sea-
son, the beginning of a new

year is just a few
\ weeks away. Our

—— record for the

ear of 2007 is

FINANCIAL | RANetpey

plete. We can-

F RUM not change any-

thing about this
past year, but we can do some-
thing about 2008.

In Philippians 3:13-14 the
Apostle Paul wrote, “But one
thing I do: Forgetting what lies
behind and straining forward
to what lies ahead, I press on
toward the goal for the prize
of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus.” What a difference
it would make in our lives if we
could live by Paul’s admonition
to the Philippian Christians.

When most Christians think
about stewardship, they think
of money—and that is part of
our stewardship responsibili-
ty. But the truth is we are to be
stewards of all our lives. Includ-
ed in that responsibility is our
time, talents, possessions and
spiritual gifts.

Most of us can find room for
improvement in one or more
of these areas of life. Maybe we
have been faithful in giving our
tithes and offerings to the Lord
through the church, but we
have been lax in giving our time
and using our talents and spiri-
tual gifts for Him. If you are se-
rious about your faithfulness in
every area of your stewardship
responsibility, the beginning
of a new year is an ideal time
to begin anew with that com-
mitment.

Paul began by forgetting the -
past. That is the place for us to
begin also. It is not always easy
to forget the past, but it is an es-
sential part of our growing com-
mitment of being faithful stew-
ards. If we have asked God to for-
give us, according to the Bible
He forgave us. (1 John 1:9).

The next step is to forgive
ourselves. Then move forward.
The word Paul used was strain-
ing. It would not be easy; it
would take effort and some
“sticleto-itness.” But that was
his goal; he had something to
encourage him to go forward.

If we will commit our lives to
God and His will for our lives of
being faithful stewards, and if
we will strain to meet the goal,
we can do it. We can be faith-
ful stewards in 2008 if we begin
now to be faithful.

Doug Strader, retired director of

the Kentucky Baptist Convention’s
Stewardship department is pastor of
Farmdale Baptist Church in Louisville
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Advent celebration can help
affirm meaning of Christmas

Q: What are practical ways | can keep my Christmas

celebration from being so materialistic and exhausting?
Try practicing Advent. Having an intentional, daily spir-

itual practice the weeks leading up to Christmas takes the

emphasis off the world’s priorities

(W {8y 1)/['S of buying, decorating and partying

and puts the emphasis on the spiri-

tual. Be intentional in getting spiritually ready for celebrat-

ing the coming of Christ. You can observe Advent with your

church, Sunday school class, on your own, with your family
or close friends. Here are a few ideas:

m Read from an Advent devotional book
each day.

mTake Sabbath time. Contemplate the
rest you have in God. Your work will wait a
day or a half-day while you make time for
an intentional spiritual focus.

m Make a special gift to the church or a
worthy charity as a Christmas gift to the Lord.

m Light a candle each Sunday of the season.

® Go to a Christmas Eve candlelight service.

m Attend a Christmas concert such as a performance of
Handel’s Messiah.

m Spend more time in Scripture; notice Old Testament
prophecy and New Testament fulfillment.

mRather than always feasting, plan a mealtime where
you will fast as intentional spiritual preparation.

m Write an Advent journal entry for each day.

m Dedicate a part of a day to serving the less fortunate
such as the homeless.

m Take inventory of your life and initiate a relationship of
accountability with someone who can encourage you.

Just as you would invest time, money and attention in
preparation if someone very special was coming to your
house in a few days, take advantage of these days for spiri-
tual renewal and formation. It is a way to make the Christ-
mas season a time for spiritual uplift rather than a time
of physical, mental, emotional and spiritual exhaustion.—
James Stillwell

Q: Is it important for me to encourage my child to
memorize Scripture?

In an essay published in her book, “Wrestling with the
Text: Young Adult Perspectives on Scripture,” sociologist

Nancy Ammerman notes that many

(J11:{311]'[-H@ mainline Protestant denominations

are missing the opportunity to ed-

ucate children about faith. In particular, Ammerman la-

ments the fact that when children do attend Sunday school,

“free-thinking teachers rarely ask them to memorize any-
thing, lest they be accused of indoctrination.”

There are some who believe that embedding all of those
biblical images in our brains “makes us too accepting of pa-
triarchy, too willing to trust authority and to willing to be-
lieve.” Thus they shy away from Scripture memory. In con-
trast, Ammerman believes that “when we commit some-
thing to memory, it sinks deep and often resurfaces in sur-
prising ways to meet new situations. Biblical fragments ...
happily can grow with us, providing both a touchstone to
the past and points of connection to new people and new
meanings.”

David reminds us that hiding God’s Word in our hearts
helps us live lives in keeping with His plans and purposes
(Psalm 119:11). Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would teach us
and remind us of His words and ways. As Ammerman says,
“Those biblical words are, in fact, the common language we
speak as Christians, part of the toolkit with which we build
ourselves and our communities of faith.”

Children’s Bible Drill and Bible Buddies encourage chil-
dren to memorize Scripture. Wise parents will want their
children to participate in these or similar programs.—David
Garrard

Family Forum writers are:

David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist
Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org.

James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church
in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex.org.

Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in
Louisville. E-mail: dr.vincent@insightbb.com.

Scott Wigginton, associate professor of pastoral ministries and
counseling at Campbellsville University and minister
of counseling at Campbellsville Baptist Church. E-mail:
sewigginton@campbellsville.edu.

Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box

43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net.
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KBC ministry efforts are far from routine

While the business sessions during the recent Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention annual meeting were rather
routine, the actual business was not.

In addition to the officer elections, Co-

ma; floods in Ohio; along with the continuing work in

New Orleans and the Gulf Coast in the aftermath of Ka-
trina.”

1 m Collegiatef[young adult ministry (Keith

operative Program budget and resolutions, D)

Inman, director): “Hundreds of students con-

the 1,200 messengers and guests heard nu-
merous reports about the work God is ac- J
complishing through Kentucky Baptists. Of
course, the vast majority of Kentucky Baptists
miss the opportunity to hear such ministry
reports firsthand. ’

In addition to the annual meeting cover-
age in the Western Recorder and online, an-
other resource available to convention mes-
sengers is the annual KBC Book of Reports.
This year’s 36-page tabloid report compiled
by the KBC communications department staff includes
more than 40 written reports from KBC teams, depart-
ments, agencies, institutions and committees as well
as such resources as the KBC constitution and bylaws.

For the benefit of the thousands of Kentucky Bap-
tists who didn’t attend the Nov. 13-14 state convention
gathering in Elizabethtown, here is a sampling of KBC
ministry efforts from the past year:

mNew work and associational missions (Larry Bak-
er, director): “Planted 45 new churches in Kentucky in
2006: 21 Anglo, 18 Hispanic, one deaf and five others.”

m Mission service and ministries (Eric Allen, direc-
tor): “There are 143 Kentucky ‘connected’ Mission Ser-
vice Corps missionaries serving associations, church-
es and local ministries. ... Realized 1,317 professions
of faith during previous year as a result of their minis-
tries. This reflects a 15 percent increase over last year’s
reported professions of faith.”

mPartnership missions (Randy Jones, interim direc-
tor): “The many projects Kentucky volunteers took part
in were in these locations: Teresina, Brazil—prayer-
walking, medical, evangelism, discipleship, vacation
Bible school; Federal District of Brasilia—evangelism,
VBS; Nice, France—evangelism, prayerwalking; In-
terlaken, Switzerland—extended teaching care, VBS,
youth camps; Austria—Experiencing God weekends.”

_mBaptist Men on Mission (Randy Foster, director):

“Disaster relief volunteers helped with disaster re-
sponses in flooding in Floyd County, Ky.; ice storms in
Missouri; snowstorm in Buffalo, N.Y.; floods in Oklaho-

Trennis Henderson

tinue to serve in mission and camp staff ex-
periences throughout Kentucky, the U.S. and
the world. ... Over 6,000 participated in some
aspect of Baptist Campus Ministry. ... Over
1,000 international students had the oppor-

L tunity to hear the gospel.”

| m Sunday school (Darryl Wilson, director):
‘*”* “In Kentucky over the last 10 years, Sunday
~ school enrollment declined from 333,056 to
326,203. ... In the same period, average week-
ly attendance in Kentucky increased from
174,971 to 179,665. ... Enrolling worship attenders and
starting new classes must become a priority for the
coming year.”
mDiscipleship/assimilation (Steve Rice, director):
“Our Kentucky Baptists Connect assimilation goal calls
for 80 percent of new church members to remain ac-
tive a year after joining the church. ... We will conduct
an assimilation tour across the state during March,
April and May 2008.”
mYouth ministry (Joe Ball, director): “Youth evange-
lism events (included) Freedom Experience with Brock
Gill, August 2007, Lincoln County, Ky. Over 6,000 peo-
ple attended; 227 salvation decisions.”
mLeadership development (Richard Adams, direc-
tor): “Leadership development and spiritual formation
are the Lord’s strategy for equipping the body of Christ
for our mission calling to journey with Jesus as He
transforms the world. ... Our passion is to develop spiri-
tual leaders from the inside out as they equip others to
discover, develop and deploy their grace gifts.”
mWorship & music (Tog Goodson, director): “We
strive to remain faithful to our vision ‘to inspire mean-
ingful corporate worship of God that reflects the diver-
sity of each church congregation and to assist mem-
bers in the discovery of spiritual gifts and music tal-
ents for ministry.”
3 From church starts and disaster relief to disciple-
“ ship and worship, these are just a few of the ways Ken-
tucky Baptists are moving beyond business as usual for
the sake of God’s Kingdom.

Who are our true heroes?

By Charles Lawless

Louisville (BP)—Several years ago, I
had the privilege of speaking to mis-
sionaries in Russia, and I comment-
ed that they were some of my he-
roes. With a humility that typifies
missionaries, they en-
couraged me not to see
them as heroes. “We’re
just doing what God called us to do,”
they told me.

I've heard the same spirit from
pastors of churches that are genu-
inely reaching non-believers and
making disciples of Christ. It seems
like the more the church is really
making an eternal difference, the
more likely it is that the pastor is
humble and selfeffacing. Rather
than make these missionaries and
pastors feel uncomfortable, I tried
to be more cautious with my words
of praise.

I've since changed my mind. Ask
our children who their heroes are,
and I fear they would speak of a car-
toon figure, a movie character or a
television superhero. I hope they
would name their parents, but I'm
not persuaded that would always
happen. I am fairly certain the chil-
dren would not name their pastor,
and I'm convinced most children
would not identify a missionary as
their hero. I doubt most could even
name a missionary. William Car-
ey and Lottie Moon are often un-

FIRST PERSON

knowns, and present-day missionar-
ies are equally unfamiliar.

Thatreality, I think, is tragic. Who
of the next generation will take the
gospel to the ends of the earth if they
don’t know the stories of missionar-
ies? My wife, who teach-
es a missions group at
our local church, told
the children that the guests next
month would be missionaries from
Africa. With the honesty of a child, a
little girl asked her, “Really? Can we
touch them?” Maybe her fascination
with a missionary was excessive, but
she might just have new heroes after
she meets the missionaries. At least
she will know about a missionary
because someone taught her. And
who knows? God might call that lit-
tle girl to follow her new heroes into
missionary service.

How many of our boys will be
open to a call to ministry because
their pastor has been a hero? How
many will long to be like their pas-
tor who preaches the Word, lives a
holy life, models personal evange-
lism and loves God’s church? One
of my pastoral heroes, Jack Tichenor,
preached God’s Word for more than
60 years. Never did I hear him say a
negative word about another per-

~ son, nor did I ever see him miss an

opportunity to speak a good word
about Jesus. He was a pastoral evan-
gelist until the day he died, If God

were to allow me to be even some-
what like “Brother Jack,” I would be
honored.

My point is not to rob God of
His glory by being anthropocentric.
Rather, it is to give God His due glory
for the missionaries and pastors He
has given the church. It is to praise
Him for the leaders who have chal-
lenged us to follow God in radical
obedience—to take the risks neces-
sary to grow biblical churches by do-
ing the Great Commission at a local,
national and international level.

So, to the missionary who is serv-
ing in the middle of nowhere, know
that you are one of my heroes. To the
church planter starting a congrega-
tion amid millions of people in your
urban setting, you are my hero as
well. To the pastor who passionate-
ly shares Christ day in and day out,
you, too, are numbered among my
heroes. I know that makes all of
you uncomfortable, but that’s part
of what makes you my heroes. You
serve persistently and passionately
without suffering from spiritual ar-
rogance.

I call you my heroes without apol-
ogy, knowing that you will deflect
any praise to the gracious God who
has chosen to call you and use you.
I wish my children could know all
of you.

Charles Lawless is dean of the Billy Graham
School of Missions, Evangelism and Church
Growth at Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville



WESTERNREGORDER

KENTUCKY

NOVEMBER 27, 2007

Compton offers keys to leading effective change

By Trennis Henderson
Editor

Elizabethtown—When it comes to navigating
change, Billy Compton has plenty of firsthand
experience.

Compton, pastor of Severns Valley Baptist
Church in Elizabethtown, recently led his con-

“If you're talking about changing worship
style or relocating a church,” he added, “you
need a biblical basis for that. 4

“If you are a leader of change, appeal to
the best in people and walk along with peo-
ple” through the process, he suggested. “When
you join hands and hearts for Jesus, you can

gregation through a major reloca-
tion process. But the church also
has dealt with such issues as add-
ing a contemporary worship ser-
vice and reducing the number of
church meetings from monthly to
quarterly.

Opening his church’s new facil-
ities as host of the recent Kentucky
Baptist Convention annual meet-
ing, Compton also led a KBC work-
shop on “Leading Your Church
through Change.”

While insisting that “I'm not an :
expert when it comes to change,” Compton em-
phasized that one of the keys to effective change
is seeking to be strategic.

“Change can be defined as: Christ Himself Al-
ways Negotiates Greater Experiences,” he not-
ed. “For the church, there’s a spiritual applica-
tion to this ... if it’s of God and you have prayed
through the process.”

Along with the spiritual dimension, Comp-
ton said it is important to “analyze the need for
change.”

“Sometimes a change doesn’t need to be
made,” he acknowledged. At other times, “crisis
creates situations where you have to change.”

Once a leader determines change is needed,
he said the next step is to “create a culture or cli-

‘mate for change, begin sharing the vision.”

Billy Compton

do more together than you can
alone.”

Reminding leaders to “build
on your strengths, not your weak-
nesses,” Compton said, “Don’t be-
gin with your problems; begin
with your dreams and it’s amaz-
ing what God can do.

“Whatever: church you’re in,
you need to celebrate your heri-
tage even if you're talking about
the need to change things,” he
added. “The other thing is to real-
ize you've got a future. You've got
to create that sense of destiny.”

Emphasizing that “sometimes change is bet-
ter caught than taught,” Compton told work-
shop participants, “Being a pastor of a church is
kind of like being a banker; you make deposits
and withdrawals. If you make more withdraw-
als than deposits, you're in trouble.”

Urging church leaders to “pray and work

and show compassion and be consistent,” he

declared, “It takes unselfish people to grow a
church. ... We must be willing to minister out-
side our comfort zones.”

For churches already in the midst of change,
“Thanksgiving is a good time to affirm your peo-
ple and thank them,” Compton pointed out. He
called on church leaders to intentionally “find
some ways to express your thanks.”

IN ACTION

Atlanta, Georgia
& January 30-February 1, 2008

Celebration of a New Baptist Covenant,
a history-making milestone for

Baptists in North America.

Pastor highlights need to reach
those far from God inside church

By Drew Nichter
News Director

Elizabethtown—How would Ken-
tucky Baptists’ commitment to wit-
nessing and ministry change if they
knew they had only one year left to
share the gospel?

That was among the questions
posed by Kevin Marsico at his work-
shop, “Creative Communication—
How to Reach Those Far from God,”
at the recent Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention annual meeting.

“If we knew ... beyond a shadow
of a doubt Jesus would come back
by next year’s KBC annual meeting,
what would you do different?” he
asked workshop participants.

Marsico, who is pastor of North-
star Community Church in Ijams-
ville, Md., shared tips on how to ef-
fectively reach those who feel far
away from God, but added that
many who are included in that
group are in church already. He said
those needs must be addressed first.

“How do we communicate with
those who are far from God internal-
ly, so that we can reach those who
are far from God externally?” Mar-
sico asked.

Noting that most churches
tend to think in terms of “us and
them,” Marsico pointed out that
both groups include many individ-
uals who are “miserable” and “de-
pressed.”

“Our people typically feel exactly

like the ‘thems,” Marsico said. The
only difference, he added, is that the
“us” group knows the love of Christ.

Marsico challenged Kentucky
Baptist pastors to “be thinking about
the people that you’re talking to.”

To emphasize his point, Marsico
urged pastors to “take responsibility
for causing your students to learn.”
He said it is in all pastors’ job de-
scriptions to do just that, referring
to Ephesians 4:11-13, which states
that God raised up some “to be pas-
tors and teachers, to prepare God’s
people for works of service ... and be-
come mature.” He added that teach-
ing people “makes them mature”
and that if “people aren’t serving,
we aren’t doing our jobs.”

Marsico recommended using
props to illustrate a point in a ser-
mon. He cited an example from his
own church where he delivered a
message about change, while chang-
ing clothes behind a curtain several
times on stage.

Marsico stressed that because
some people in church are just as far
from God as those outside of church,
ministers need to reevaluate their
practices. He added that the task is
not really as difficult as many people
perceive it to be.

“We've got enough knowledge
that this should be easy,” Marsico
declared. “The world is dying and go-
ing to hell; we have to ask some new
questions.”

Spread the gospel. Promote peace with justice.
Feed the hungry. Clothe the naked. Shelter the
homeless. Care for the sick and %
marginalized. Welcome the strangers among us.
Set at liberty those who are oppressed.

These biblical mandates are shared by Baptists
of all North American geographies, races, cultures
and theologies. Members from all these groups
will gather in Atlanta Jan. 30-Feb. 1 and explore
ways to accomplish — together — the goals that
Jesus inspired in Luke 4:18-19. The New Baptist
Covenant Celebration will be a history-making
event. Register for it today, and
experience the power of unity at work.

PLENARY SPEAKERS:

® Charles Addams ™ Chuck Grassley

®Tony Campolo ™ Joel Gregory -

®jimmy Carter ™ Bill Moyers

® Bill Clinton ® Julie Pennington-Russell
® Al Gore ® illiam Shaw

W Lindsey Graham ® Marian Wright Edelman

Plus 16 special interest sessions.

For program information, registration form or
details about housing and transportation, visit

our website www.newbaptistcovenant.org
Or call (678) 547-6455.
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