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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Angola's transforma.tion 

Warden Burl Cain has instituted key changes at the Louisiana State Penitentiary at Angola. Prisoners meeting for Bible studies and 
worship are a common occurrence at what once was considered the nation 's bloodiest prison. (BP photo by Robin Nelson) 

Warden sees Christ as only answer to heal troubled La. prison 
By Dennis Shere 
Baptist Press 

Angola, La. (BP)-Heaven, hell, sin 
and redemption are not just words 
at Louisiana's Angola Prison. War­
den Burl Cain makes certain every 
inmate has the opportunity to know 
the transforming power of the gos­
pel. 

Once called the bloodiest prison 
in America, the Louisiana State Pris­
on at Angola now has a new reputa­
tion as a place of hope for more than 
5,000 inmates who live out their life 
sentences without parole. Many in­
mates know they will leave the pris-

on walls only when they die, yet de­
spite their circumstances, there is 
joy in their hearts. 

Credit for this ·unprecedented 
transformation is given to its one-of­
a-kind warden, Burl Cain, who gov­
erns the massive prison on the Mis­
sissippi River delta with an iron fist 
and an even stronger love for Jesus. 

The hallmark of Cain's 12-year ad­
ministration is his relentless effort 
to help each inmate discover value 
and purpose in life and experience 
true freedom of the soul, even when 
the inmate's life is spent behind ra­
zor wire and guard towers. 

"I truly believe these men can 
rebuild their lives- lives that have 
been shattered by awful crimes-if 
they embrace a genuine change of 
heart." he explained. Cain said he 
wants the outside world to see that 
many inmates are being genuine­
ly rehabilitated, and that perhaps a 
few could be released some day. 

Cain recalled the executions that 
changed the way lie viewed prison 
life-and death. 

Cain had been on the job for · 
only a few months in 1995 when his 
first execution was scheduled. Cain 
0 See Warden transforms ... Page 8 

Watchdog group 
issues annual list 
of best ministries 

Matthews, N.C . (RNS)-Min­
istryWatch.com has released 
an honor roll of 30 evangelical 
Christian ministries it cited for 
financial openness and Chris­
tian identity. 

In its third annual study, the 
fiscal watchdog group chose the 
nonprofit organizations based 
on financial transparency, mis­
sion and clear self-definition 
as evangelical Christian minis­
tries. 

During the process, ·Min­
istryWatch.com examined In­
ternal Revenue Service docu­
ments and other specific infor­
mation about each of the non­
profits' internal dealings. The 
group maintains a zero-toler­
ance policy, excluding organiza­
tions that suggest any financial 
"red flags," noted Rod Pitzer, the 
managing director of research 
for the group. 

Rusty Leonard, president 
of MinistryWatch.com, said 10 
years ago, organizations balked 
at the request for financial doc­
uments. Now some nonprofits 
voluntarily post the informa­
tion on their Web sites. 

"Once they realized that or­
ganizations like ours were going 
to treat that information with 
respect ... they realized this is a 
good thing," Leonard noted. 

Included on MinistryWatch. 
com's 2007-2008list of"Shining 
Light" ministries are: Answers 
in Genesis, Awana Clubs Inter­
national, Compassion Interna­
tional, Crown Financial Minis­
tries, Prison Fellowship Minis­
tries and Young Life. 

Kentucky Baptists challenged to help fight expanded gambling 
By Robert Reeves 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

louisville-Kentucky Baptists are 
being challenged to fight efforts to 
bring casino gambling to the com­
monwealth that will begin in ear­
nest when the Kentucky General As­
sembly session opens Jan. 8. 

Committee on Public Affairs 
Chairman John Chowning told 
members of the Kentucky Baptist 
Mission Board at their December 
meeting that the time is now for 
Kentucky Baptists to get in the game 
on the issue. 

"If Kentucky Baptists sit on the 
sidelines ... a year from tonight 
when we meet. here, we are going 
to be talking about casino gambling 
in the commonwealth of Kentucky," 
Chowning declared. 

Casino gambling proposals have 
been debated in the General Assem­
bly for more than a decade but 2008 
could be a decisive year because new 
Gov. Steve Beshear made adding ca-

sinos a key component of his cam­
paign. Gambling proponents are 
pushing for passage by the General 
Assembly of a constitutional amend­
ment that would go to Kentucky vot­
ers for ratification in November. Pas­
sage could allow casinos at both 
horse racing tracks and other loca­
tions. 

KBC Executive Director Bill Mack­
ey has written Beshear to spell out 
KBC opposition to the expanded 
gambling proposals on moral and 
public policy grounds. 

"From a moral standpoint we be­
lieve God encourages us to help each 
other rather than seek to benefit 
from others' losses; that gambling 
encourages us to reduce our depen­
dence upon God; and that it discour­
ages a proper work ethic," Mackey 
wrote. 

In outlining the convention's 
public policy concerns, Mackey not­
ed the devastation that casino gam-. 
bling will inevitably bring to individ-

uals and families , the harm it wlll do 
to other businesses as casinos siphon 
off resources and .gambling's poten­
tial for corrupting government. 

"No one disputes that as gam­
bling expands, some human be­
ings will be destroyed through sui­
cide, spouse abuse, divorce, child 
abuse and neglect, embezzlement,· 
alcoholism, etc. Are these fellow citi­
zens really expendable to us?" Mack­
ey asked. "I think all government of­
ficials should ask themselves if they 
would support expanded gambling if 
they knew in advance that it would 
be one of their own family members 
who would be counted in the ranks 
of the 'expendable people.' 

"Our government should be en­
gaged in activities that strengthen 
society, not weaken it as gambling 
unquestionably does." 

Chowning said convention offi­
cials are looking for Kentucky Bap­
tists who are willing to be active con­
tacts on the issue. 

He also encouraged Kentucky 
Baptists to sign up for e-mail up­
dates at the Committee on Public Af­
fairs Web site at www.kybaptist.org/ 
publicaffairs where a variety of in­
formation is posted. 

Kentucky Baptists can get in­
volved in a number of ways, begin­
ning with prayer, Chowning said. In 
addition, Baptists need to be willing 
to personally contact their legisla­
tors and the governor. talk about the 
issue with friends and neighbors. 
write letters to local newspapers 
and communicate in other ways to 
combat what is expected to be· an on­
slaught of advertising from the gam­
bling industry. 

"The Committee on Public Affairs 
and the convention staff cannot do 
this on our own. This is an issue 
where Kentucky Baptists have con­
sistently spoken in convention after 
convention in opposition to casino 
gambling," Chowning said. "Folks, 
the time (to get involved) is here." 
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Mohler is third nominee for SBC presidency 
Louisville- Albert Mohler, . presi­

dent of Southern Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary in Louisville since 
1993, will be nominated in June as 
president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, according to Robert Jef­
fress, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Dallas. 

In a news release pro­
vided Jan. 2 to the South­
ern Baptist Texan, the state 
Baptist paper of the conser­
vative Southern Baptists of 
Texas Convention, Jeffress 
said his decision to nomi­
nate Mohler is the result of 

an architect of the SBC's conserva­
tive shift, served as SBC president 
in 1998-2000 while he was president 
of Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Wake Forest,.N.C. Prior 
to Patterson's election, no seminary 

president had been elected 
to the SBC's top post since 
the 1940s. 

Mohler, an outspoken 
proponent of Calvinism, de­
bated that issue with Patter­
son, a non-Calvinist, 'during 
two breakout sessions at the 
2006 Southern Baptist Pas­
tors' Conference. 

ated with the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention and the State Convention 
of Baptists in Indiana, channeled 
less than $10,000 of its CP contribu­
tions through the KBC, according to 
the state convention's 2006-2007 CP 
report. The church has campuses in 
four Louisville-area locations as well 
as one in Taylorsville and one in Sell­
ersburg, Ind. 

Jeffress described Mohler as "the 
kind of visionary leader Southern 
Baptists need to communicate a 
missional conservatism and biblical 
clarity to the world." 

prayer and concern for .the Albert Mohler 
future of Southern Baptists' 

Declaring that "I believe 
in all five points of Calvin­

ism"- total depravity, uncondition­
al election, limited atonement, ir­
resistible grace and perseverance of 
the saints, Mohler told the crowd he 
prefers the term "effectual calling" 
rather than "irresistible grace." 

Citing Mohler's frequent appear­
ances on such programs as "Larry 
King Live," Jeffress added, "Whether 
the issue is the family and marriage 
or Islamic terrorism or the religious 
liberty of Christians to share the gos­
pel freely anywhere in the world, Dr. 
Mohler represents Southern Bap­
tists well in pointing to Christ and 
His Word." 

global witness. He said he believes 
Mohler would "motivate Southern 
Baptists to unite around coopera­
tion for global missions and evan­
gelism." 

Mohler, 48, is the third an­
nounced nominee for the SBC pres­
idency. The other two nominees, 
both former SBC vice presidents, are 
Wiley Drake, pastor of First South­
ern Baptist Church in Buena Park, 
Calif., who served as SBC second 
vice president in 2006-2007; and Bill 
·Wagner, a former Southern Baptist 
missionary and seminary professor 
and current president of Olivet Uni­
versity International in San .Francis­
co, who was SBC first vice president 
in 2003-2004. 

Robert Bosworth, a member of 
Drake's congregation, announced 
in August that he would nominate 
Drake as SBC president. Wagner an­
nounced his candidacy in Septem­
ber. 

If elected by messengers June 10 
during the SBC annual meeting in 
Indianapolis, Mohler would preside 
at the 2009 SBC meeting in Louis­
ville during Southern Seminary's 
150th anniversary year. He also 
would become the seventh seminary 
president to serve in the top denom­
inational office. 

Paige Patterson, president of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, and 

Queen Elizabeth II honors BWA president. David Coffey, 
president of the Baptist World Alliance, became an offi­
cer of the Order of the British Empire Jan. 2. Coffey, a Brit­
on who has served as BWA's president since 2005, received 
the honor from Queen Elizabeth II for his work in ecumen­
ical and interfaith relations, according to a BWA press re­
lease. The organization is the worldwide umbrella group 
for regional and national Baptist associations, unions and 
conventions. Coffey said the title bestowed on him collec­
tively honors the "great work that is done by the thousands 
of Baptists and unsung heroes who will not appear on any 
honors list but who we would be lost without." BWA Gener­
al Secretary Neville Call am said Coffey's life of service is fu­
eled by intellect, excellence and a willingness to serve. Cof­
fey retired in 2006 after 15 years as general secretary for the 
Baptist Union of Great Britain. 

Gore named 'Baptist of the Year' by EthicsDaily.com. For­
mer U.S. Vice President Al Gore has been named "Baptist 
of the Year" by EthicsDaily.com, the Web site of the moder­
ate Baptist Center for Ethics. Gore "has pressed for the glob­
algood with a compelling message about the danger of cli­
mate change and a clear call for moral responsibility, knit­
ting together science and faith, reason and passion," not­
ed Robert Parham, the center's executive director. The 
EthicsDaily.com honor comes two months after Gore won 
the Nobel Peace Prize with the United Nations' Intergovern­
mental Panel on Climate Change for their work on global 
warming. 

"I do believe before the creation 
of the world, God determined to 
save sinners who would come to ac­
cept Christ through the electing pur­
pose of God," he added. 

Patterson countered that "I do 
not find in Scripture any case for ir­
resistible grace." 

According to a recent study by 
LifeWay Research and the North 
American Mission Board Center for 
Missional Research, 29 percent of 
recent Southern Baptist seminary 
graduates indicated they are Calvin­
ists . That compares to 10 percent of 
Southern Baptist pastors who affirm 
five-point Calvinism. 

Mohler is a member of Highview 
Baptist Church in Louisville where 

· he serves as a teaching pastor and 
Sunday school teacher. 

According to Southern Baptists' 
2006 Annual Church Profile, High­
view reported 174 baptisms- the sec­
ond highest total among Kentucky 
Baptist churches- and $167,919 (3.3 
percent) of undesignated receipts 
given through the Cooperative Pro­
gram from total undesignated re­
ceipts of more than $5 million. 

Highview, which is dually affili-

Mohler said he believes the SBC's 
"greatest challenge is to recover our 
passion for the gospel in evangelism 
and missions and to renew our de­
termination to defend the gospel 
in an age of postmodern confusion. 
I would hope to articulate a vision 
that would unite Southern Baptists 
and energize us together. 

"We are not a top-down denom­
ination- and for good reason," he 
added. "I promise to do my best to 
encourage Southern Baptists to be 
even more faithful, more biblical, 
more evangelistic and more thank­
ful for what God has given us in this 
convention of churches." 

Mohler, a graduate of Samford 
University in Birmingham, Ala., and 
Southern Seminary, was pastor of 
Union Grove Baptist Church in Bed­
ford while in seminary. Prior to his 
election as Southern Seminary pres­
ident, Mohler served four years as ed­
itor of Georgia Baptists' Christian In­
dex. · 

He and his wife, Mary, have two 
children, Katie and Christopher. 
Based on reporting by Baptist Press and 
Editor Trennis Henderson 

Church employees invited to take 
part in SBC compensation survey 

Dallas-The 2008 Compensation 
Survey for Southern Baptist church­
es, provided through the joint efforts 
of Baptist state conventions, Life Way 
Christian Resources and Guide Stone 
Financial Resources, is now avail­
able online at www.LifeWay.com/ 
compensationsurvey. All ministers 
and employees of Southern Baptist 
churches are encouraged to partic­
ipate, according to convention offi­
cials. 

Answers to the online survey are 
kept confidential and are not report­
ed individually. The survey takes, on 
average, less than 10 minutes to com­
plete. In addition to salary and ben­
efit information, participants in the 
survey will need to have available 
their church's average weeldy wor­
ship or Bible study attendance, res­
ident membership and annual bud­
get. 

Life Way and GuideStone are pool­
ing resources to provide the online 
survey, compile the data and make 
available an online reporting tool 
for users to access results. The survey 

is available through mid-April and 
results will be released prior to the 
Southern Baptist Convention annu­
al meeting in June. 

For more than a decade, Guide­
Stone has teamed with .Baptist state 
conventions to survey Southern Bap­
tist churches concerning their com­
pensation of ministers and church 
employees. Every state convention 
participated in the last bi-annual 
study i_n 2006, which included re­
sults from more than 7,000 churches 
and 17,000 individuals. Through the 
survey, church administrators, per­
sonnel and finance committees and 
minister search teams have access to 
an accurate baseline by which they 
can compare their own church's 
salary and benefits with similar 
churches across the country. 

Southern Baptist church minis­
ters and employees may complete 
the survey through April15. For staff 
at churches without Internet access, 
a copy of the survey is available by 
contacting GuideStone Financial Re­
sources at (888) 984-8433. 

JANUARY 8, 2008 

Will Huckabee's 
Iowa victory unify 
evangelical bloc? 

Washington (RNS)-When tor­
mer Baptist pastor Mike Hucka­
bee resoundingly won the Iowa 
caucuses Jan. 3, Republican 
evangelicals backed his cam­
paign by a margin of more than 
2-1 in the crowded GOP field . 

But could that view translate 
across the country, malting him 
the candidate who could final­
ly unite the nation's splintered 
evangelicals? The jury's still out 
on that, say observers of conser­
vative Christian politics. 

"They'd love to see him be 
the nominee," said Laura Olson, 
a political scientist at Clem­
son University in South Caro­
lina. "But being that that's a 
movement that's very politi­
cally sophisticated and very di­
verse, and very much wanting 
to maintain its sort of turf in 
the Republican coalition, you 
can't get too crazy about any­
body just yet." 

Still, the potential power of a 
reinvigorated evangelical bloc­
with one of their own now a vi­
able candidate-was in evidence 
as the first votes were cast in the 
2008 race for the White House. 

The former Arkansas gover­
nor, also a former president of 
the Arkansas Baptist State Con­
vention and alumnus of Oua­
chita Baptist University in Arka­
delphia, Ark., reaped 34 percent 
of the overall Republican vote in 
the caucuses. But experts say Io­
wans' enthusiasm will need to 
be followed by wins elsewhere, 
as well as a campaign that has 
more money and a wider base 
of support. 

Most don't expect major 
evangelical figures to get be­
hind Huckabee until the Feb. 5 
"Super Tuesday" primaries have 
neared or passed. Some evangel­
ical leaders were much more 
willing to congratulate their 
peers on their ability to get out 
the vote. 

"The former governor may 
not become the Republican 
nominee, and I have not en­
dorsed him, but what happened 
there last night was evidence of 
an energized and highly moti­
vated conservative communi­
ty," said Focus on the Family Ac­
tion Chairman James Dobson. 

It was at the fall Values Voter 
Summit, which Dobson's group 
co-sponsored, that Huckabee's 
embrace by evangelicals be­
came evident. He won the straw 
poll with 51 percent of the vote 
though Mitt Romney edged him 
out when online voters were tal­
lied. 

Connie Mackey, senior vice 
president of FRC Action, said 
the support shown for Hucka­
bee at the summit and in Iowa 
shows it is possible for conser­
vative Christians to galvanize 
around a key candidate. 

"Whether or not he can 
bring in all evangelicals, a really 
solid base across the country ... I 
don't think we can take that to 
the bank yet," Mackey added. 
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Ky. pastor answers call to serve as military chaplain 
By Byron Crawford 
Louisville Courier-Journal 

Shelbyville- Many in his congre­
gation were stunned when Ed Er­
win announced he was resigning his 
successful pastorate at First Baptist 
Church of Shelbyville to become a 
Navy chaplain. 

"I feel it is my patriotic duty to be 
of service to my country in a time of 
great need," Erwin told the congre­
gation last October. "Right now, in a 
time of war, our nation desperately 
needs chaplains." 

The church members were no 
more surprised than Army and Air 
Force recruiters who, because of Er­
win's age, both said no to his at­
tempts to enlist. The Navy finally ac­
cepted him after rigorous physical 
testing and an extensive hearing in 
Washington. 

"They said, 'Why are you doing 
this?"' Erwin recalled. "It was just a 
strong, unmistakable calling is the 
only way I can explain it. I could 
coast to retirement, but I just feel 
that God has something else for 

me to do." lose a pastor, they've gone on to 
Erwin has turned down a univer- another church- usually a bigger 

sity professorship and opportunities church with a bigger salary- but 
to pastor at several other churches that's certainly not the case here." 
over the past 13 years while serving · On Jan. 7, Erwin reported for duty 
at First Baptist, and will talce in Newport, R.I., for nearly 
a substantial pay cut to be- three months of training. 
come a Navy chaplain. . He initially was told he'd be 

On Sunday, Dec. 30, the assigned either to an opera-
church held a farewell ser- tional battle group at sea or 
vice for Erwin and his fam- to a Marine battalion. But he 
ily-his wife, Rhonda, and has since received orders to 
four children, . including report to an installation of 
son Tristan, 18, who ts in the the Naval air station in Pen-
Army National Guard. sacola, Fla. 

"Rhonda is very support- . However, he has been 
ive," Erwin said. "We both Ed Erwm assured that he will be de-
feel called to this new ministry and ployed at some point, possibly to 
patriotic service." Iraq, Mghanistan.or another combat 

Leon Mooneyhan, a longtime zone, and Erwin said he is prepared 
church member and retired super- to accept any such assignment. 
intendent of Shelby County schools, "Here you've got these men and 
said Erwin's decision is typical ofhis women putting their lives on the 
character. line, and they don't have enough 

"There are few people I've dealt chaplains," he said. "They need peo­
with who are so genuine and true pie with experience. If there wasn't a 
to their beliefs as Brother Ed," said great need, I'm sure I wouldn't have 
Mooneyhan. "Most times when you joined. For me, this is not in any way 

politically motivated." 
This will not be Erwin's first ser­

vice as a chaplain. After earning a 
history degree from The College of 
William & Mary in Virginia and a 
Ph.D. in theology and ethics from 
Duke University, Erwin served for 
two years as a chaplain with the Air 
Force Reserves while earning a mas­
ter's of divinity from Southeastern 
Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C. 

The son of a retired Army lieuten­
ant colonel. Erwin grew up mostly 
on Army posts, so he is accustomed 
to military surroundings. But he 
guesses he may have some trouble 
adjusting to the boot camp atmo­
sphere of officer training, which is 
designed for much younger recruits. 

''I'm not used to having a Marine 
drill sergeant yelling at me," said Er­
win. "And I heard we'd just have 15 
minutes to eat lunch. It takes me 15 
minutes to open up a napkin, get 
something to drink and put sugar 
in a cup." 
Reprinted with permission of the Louisville 
Courier-Journal 

Family travels country to share their 
'sanctity of life' message with others 

Cumberlands professor uses 
missions field as classroom 

Pineville- Doug Cullen realized 
his calling the night he reluctant­
ly accompanied his wife, Joli, to a 
crisis pregnancy center fundraiser 
in Florida. That evening, Cullen, 
now a Mission Service Corps mis­
sionary, heard the testimony of 23-
year-old Gianna Jessen. 

Jessen's remarkable life began 
when her biological mother, who 
was seven months pregnant, was 
advised to have an abortion. 

The procedure that was per­
formed was a late-term ·saline 
abortion. After drowning in a so­
lution for nearly 18 hours, Jessen 
was delivered alive, weighing only 
two pounds. 

Despite several further at­
tempts to end her life. Jessen did 
not die. A nurse eventually had 
the infant transferred to a hos­
pital where Jessen was later ad­
opted. However, the abortion at" 
tempts left her with cerebral pal­
sy. 

"It allows me to really depend 
on Jesus for everything," Jessen 
told a House Judiciary Subcom­
mittee in Washington back in 
2000. 

Touched by Jessen's testimo­
ny, Cullen began volunteering at 
a crisis pregnancy center, driving 
a mobile unit motor home for sev­
eral years. He also attended crisis 
pregnancy classes. 

"I did what a man can do in 
a pregnancy center," he recalled. 
"Women prefer to be counseled by 
other women." 

Later, while a student at Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Cul­
len consistently wrote papers con­
cerning the sanctity of life. 

"Everyone lmew my stance," he 
said. "That was my passion." 

In the summer of 2004, Cul­
len and his wife were consider­
ing a mission trip when they said 
they sensed God leading them in a 
different direction. In an effort to 
"test the waters," as Cullen put it, 
the couple lined up four months 

of spealcing engagements in Flori­
da churches, addressing the issue 
of abortion. 

"We knew right away what God 
was calling us to do," Cullen not­
ed. 

Upon graduating from Clear 
Creek in 2005 and using Deuter­
onomy 30:19 as biblical inspira­
tion, Doug and Joli Cullen formed 
Choose Life Ministries. 

Witl1 their three teenage chil­
dren in tow, the Cullens hit the 
road in a van traveling the country 
for three months at a time, speak­
ing about the sanctity oflife. 

"In 2006, we felt God calling 
us to do more so we gave up our 
rental home and sold our pos­
sessions," Cullen said. "We haul 
our belongings in a utility trail­
er behind the van. We don't have 
a home." 

For more than two years now, 
the Cullens have shared their mes­
sage of the sanctitiy of human life 
in more than 200 churches and 
schools in at least 15 states. 

On the road for more than 40 
weeks a year, the family usually 
sleeps in church parsonages and 
missionary houses. One time, 
they even bunked in a retirement 
home. 

In the few weeks each year the 
family is not on the road, they stay 
at a mission house on the Clear 
Creek campus. 

As the . ministry has grown, 
the Cullens said they have been 
amazed by the different ways God 
has used their message. 

"During our first trip out west. 
12 people accepted Christ," Cul­
len recalled. "Several middle­
aged women who had abortions 
in the past have come forward 
for prayer. 

"Our goal in Choose Life Min­
istries is not to change pro-choice 
people into pro-life people," Cul­
len noted. "But it is for people to 
lmow Jesus through the sanctity 
oflife message we share." 

By Emily Henson & Jamey Temple 
University of the Cumberlands 

Williamsburg- For one University 
· of the Cumberlands professor, learn­

ing is not contained to just a class­
room. 

"I've really learned to deepen my 
faith," said Christopher Leskiw, asso­
ciate professor of political science. "I 
think the biggest lesson I've learned 
from Mountain Outreach is that God 
has a plan for me and that He has 
been building it up all my life." 

Since joining the Cumberlands' 
faculty in 2004, Leskiw has been 
working with the organization. "Ev­
erything about Mountain Outreach 
appeals to me, especially the mis­
sion of the organization," Leskiw 
noted. "There is nothing like serv­
ing the underserved part of the com­
munity." 

Mountain Outreach, one of the 
university's non-profit organiza­
tions, makes needed home repairs 
and distributes clothing, shoes, 
coats, blankets, personal hygiene 
products and other items to commu­
nity residents in need. 

As far as construction experience 
goes, Leskiw said he learnea what 
he lmows from his grandfather. As 
a child, Leskiw followed his grand­
father building decks and roofs, wir­
ing homes for electricity, and paint­
ing. 

Later, as an adult, Leskiw and his 
wife, while living in other states, of­
ten volunteered and worked for Hab­
itat for Humanity. 

"We really enjoyed doing that to­
gether," Leskiw said. "Around here, 
Mountain Outreach serves that ca­
pacity." 

Leskiw has used his past con­
struction experiences to assist oth­
er Mountain Outreach volunteers. 
He also has brought along new help­
ers to join the experience. Last fall, 
10 students from his Insights class- a 
class designed to help Cumberlands' 
freshmen bridge the gap between 
high school and college-participat­
ed in a Mountain Outreach project. 

According to Leskiw, the man's 

home rested on a steep mountain­
side without safe access to the front 
door. The man-who was undergo­
ing chemotherapy treatments-had 
to climb hearly six feet to reach his 
home and refused treatment from 
nurses out offear for their safety. 

Mountain Outreach workers at­
tached a porch to his trailer, which 
enabled him to not only gain safe ac­
cess to his home, but also to receive 
much-needed cancer treatments. 

"Since that time, a few of those 
students have come to a number 
of our builds," Leskiw noted. "I've 
learned that I take away more from 
(the students) than I think I give to 
them." 

Leskiw's willingness and !mow­
ledge have not gone unnoticed. 
Mountain Outreach Director Marc 
Hensley noted, "I lmew that he was 
the person that I had asked God to 
send me. His construction lmowl­
edge and experience is top quality, 
and the rapport he has with the stu­
dents is unbelievable." 
· Despite the affirmation, Leskiw 
remains modest and said he looks 
for the lesson in the experience. 

"I've learned to be very humble 
in circumstances-we go to places 
that totally shock me," he added. 
''I'm not used to seeing these kinds 
of things in terms of poverty. I've 
learned lots of humility and lots of 
compassion." 

RIGHT-HAND MAN 
Christopher Leskiw, 
associate professor 
of political science 
at University of the 
Cumberlands, measures 
the slope of a handicap 
access ramp during a 
recent Mountain Outreach 
project. Leskiw has been a 
member of Cumberlands' 
faculty since 2004 and has 
helped out on numerous 
Mountain Outreach 
projects. (Photo courtesy 
of Mountain Outreach) 
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Calvinism and Southern Baptists 
By Frank Page 

Taylors, S.C. (BP)-The issue of Cal­
vinism has been at the forefront of 
many articles and discussions in 
our convention. 

A conference on Calvinism was 
held in late November at LifeWay 

point Calvinists. 
The study concluded the follow­

ing: 
• First, Calvinist-led churches are 

in the minority, though the num­
ber is increasing. 

• Second, Calvinism is on the 
Ridgecrest Conference 
Center in North Caro­ FIRST PERSON 

rise among recent sem­
inary graduates. If cur­
rent trends continue, lina, co-sponsored by 

Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and Founders Ministries. 
Though I was unable to attend the 
conference except for a brief time 
of greeting, it is my understanding 
that the conference was a wonder­
ful event where solid, healthy dis­
cussion took place. 

This conference carne on the 
heels of a major research study re­
leased by LifeWay Research. I find 
the results to be quite fascinating. 

The res earch portrays what 
many have imagined to be true. 
While around 10 percent of rank­
and-file Southern Baptist pastors 
would consider themselves to be 
five-point Calvinists, a sizeable por­
tion (29 percent) of recent seminary 
graduates would identifY them­
selves in that particular way. In 
fact, more than 60 percent of there­
cent graduates of one of our semi­
naries identity themselves as five-

Balance creeds & deeds 
I am saddened and stunned at 

the outcry of those who lament 
how Southern Baptists seek to clar­
ity doctrinal issues con-
cerning the Scriptures, 
God, Christ, the church 
and family. And yet aU of 
us show the same type of 
shock when we see that 
of all the denominations 
from which the cults steal 
their sheep, Southern 
Baptist are their primary source of 
growth. Why is this? 

It is because we Southern Bap­
tists define ourselves more by what 

Calvinism will continue to grow as 
an influence in our convention. 

• Third, Calvinist-led churches 
generally are smaller in worship 
attendance and annual baptisms 
than non-Calvinist churches. 

• Fourth, church growth statis­
tics in terms of annual baptism 
rates indicate there is little differ­
ence between Calvinist and non­
Calvinist led churches. 

Where does all this take us in the 
Southern Baptist Convention? 

Most everyone who knows me 
lmows that I am not a Calvinist. 
However, I have made it clear that 
I would be fair to those who are 
Calvinists in appointments in our 
convention. I have been true to my 
word. I believe that the issue of Cal­
vinism is one that can be discussed 
within the family of Southern Bap­
tists. I believe we need to have hon­
est, open dialogue. 

we do than by what we believe. 
Look back over qlder Western Re­
corder editions: They spent more 
time teaching what the Scriptures 
say rather than talking about mis-

sions and church growth 
almost to the exclusion of 
doctrinal beliefs. In fact, 
when Southern Baptists 
take a stand, they are de­
rided as uncaring, aca­
demic and divisive. 

I am all for loving Je-
sus, but I believe creeds 

are just as valuable as the deeds. 
Both must be present-both the con­
tent of Scripture as well as the fruit 
of obedience to the Scriptures. I am 

90 days to stop expanded gambling 
The Kentucky General Assembly 

opens the 2008 legislative session 
this week with one of the biggest is­

According to a recent Louisville 
Courier-Journal survey of senators, 
15 senators are for amending the 

constitution to permit 
racetrack and free-stand­
ing casinos, 13 are against 
or leaning against, eight 
are undecided, .and one 
could not be reached. One 
has since been elected to a 
state office and is no longer 
in the Senate. 

sues focusing on expand­
ing gambling by adding 
casinos at the racetracks 
and other locations. This 
has become a perennial is­
sue in Kentucky politics, 
but our new governor's en­
dorsement of a constitu­
tional amendment to allow 
casino gambling means the 
possibility of passing such 
a dangerous amendment is 
greater than ever. 

All of the senators need 
to hear from you. Those 
who are undecided need Bill Mackey 
to know how their constit­

uents feel. Those who are opposed 
need to lmow that they have sol­
id support. And those who are sup­
portive of casinos need to hear that 
there are hundreds of concerned cit­
izens in their districts who under­
stand the devastation that casinos 
can bring to our state. 

The administration and House 
of Representatives leaders have said 
they expect to have a constitution­
al amendment ready by April and it 
appears that gambling proponents 
may have the votes they need in the 
House. Therefore, the Kentucky Sen­
ate is where the best hope lies for 
stopping expanded gambling. 

I am urging all Kentucky Baptists 
to contact your legislators, especial­
ly your state senator. It is urgent that 
you contact your senator to share 
your opposition. Our senators need 
to hear from hundreds of people in 
each county. 

House members must hear from 
their constituencies as well or they 
will conclude that there are no con­
cerned citizens in their area. I have 
heard reports of representatives 
and senators who say they have not 
heard from a single voter in their dis­
trict on this issue. 

I also want to ask our seminari­
ans , our churches and current pas­
tors to be quite honest with their 
congregations. In fact, former SBC 
President Paige Patterson, presi­
dent of Southwestern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary, made perhaps the 
most practical of all suggestions in 
this regard. When seminarians are 
dealing with pastor search commit­
tees, he said, they need to be very 
honest about where they stand 
theologically in this and in every 
area. When pastor search commit­
tees approach pastors and semi­
nary graduates about possible po­
sitions, they need to be very honest 
with these individuals about what 
they will allow regarding teaching 
in this area. ' 

This requires Southern Baptists 
to be quite aware concerning the 
issues in Calvinism and non-Cal­
vinism. Therefore, it is incumbent 
upon all Southern Baptists that we 
study the Word of God clearly to see 
what it says about the salvation giv­
en to us by our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Let us be peaceful and Christ-like 
in our discussions, but let us be dili­
gent in our study. 

Frank Page, president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, is the author of "Trouble with the 
Tulip: A Closer Examination of the Five Points 
of Calvinism" 

for loving the Jesus of the Bible who 
has clear attributes and had a clear 
mission for His people. 

Until Southern Baptists rigor­
ously study who Jesus is, what He 
has done, what the implications 
are for us who claim to be Christ fol­
lowers, what He expects from His 
church and its individual members, 
we will continue to be fodder for 
those who deny the faith as we will 
cease to grow in any significant and 
spiritual way. Numbers are not the 
only way to grow a church- we need 
to be sure there are enough faithful 
in the church already as well! 

Matthew R. Perry 
Lexington 

It is important for Baptist laypeo­
ple to get involved. Our elected of­
ficials already expect to hear from 
pastors, the KBC Committee on Pub­
lic Affairs and me. They must also 
hear from voters and business lead­
ers in their communities. 

You can easily contact your legis­
lators by calling the legislative mes­
sage line at (800) 372-7181. If you 
don't know who your legislators 
are, the receptionist will be glad to 
tell you. 

You can also easily locate 
your legislators on the Kentucky 
General Assembly Web site at 
www.lrc.ky.gov. For updates from 
the Committee on Public Affairs, 
visit www.kybaptist.orgfpublic 
affairs where there's a wealth -of 
material, including my recent letter 
to the governor. . 

No one will escape the negative 
consequences of expanded gam­
bling. Research has discovered that 
40 percent of the gamblers come 
from within a 50-mile radius of the 
casinos. Every extended family, com­
munity and church will feel the im­
pact. 

Please let your voice be heard! 

Bill Mackey is executive director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 
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Recognize typical 
warning signs of 
too much debt 
By Don Spencer 

There is a time for the good 
use of credit. However, one of 

the major prob­
lems for many 
people, especial­
ly younger cou­
ples, is the over­
use of credit. 
Too many peo­
ple are in over 

their heads financially. You will 
never have financial freedom as 
long as you are a slave to debt. 

Just because you can pay 
your monthly bills, including 
the minimum debt payments 
each month, does not mean you 
are free of credit problems. Low 
minimum payments are to the 
creditor's benefit, not yours. Be­
ing able to pay your monthly 
bills, including debt payments, 
on time is great but that can 
also lead to a false sense of se­
curity about your handling of 
debt. 

Do you have a problem with 
debt and credit? Here are some 
of the warning signs: 

1. You make only the min­
imum monthly payment on 
your debts. 

2. Each year, more of your 
income is going toward paying 
your debts. 

3. You have more than two 
major credit cards. 

4. You don't have an emer­
gency fund or other savings. 

5. You're unsure of how 
much total debt you really 
have. 

6. You use cash advances 
from one credit card to pay an­
other one. 

7. You use credit cards to pur­
chase things that you used to 
buy with cash. 

8. You and your spouse tend 
to fight over money issues. 

9. Your credit card debt is at 
or near its maximum limit. 

10. You have had calls from 
collectors or been denied cred­
it. 

If you answered "yes" to 
two or three of these, then you 
could be heading toward credit/ 
debt problems and need to be 
serious in guarding against get­
ting in deeper trouble. If you an­
swer "yes" to more than three 
of these, then you probably al­
ready are in over your head and 
need to get professional help 
to deal with this problem. The 
sooner you act, the better. 

The Web site www.credit. 
about.com is one of several 
Web sites that offer valuable 
guidance on dealing with debt/ 
credit problems. 

· Don Spencer is a certified financial 
planner and directs the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's church financial benefits 
department 
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Children's Bible Drill helps 
enhance biblical knowledge 
Q: My child is interested in participating in Bible drill for 
the first time this year. What is involved in the program 
and how does it work? 

As the new year unfolds, Children's Bible Drill gets into 
full swing in many churches. As stated on the Kentucky 

PARENTING 
Baptist Convention Web site, "The 
.purpose of Children's Bible Drill is to 
help children increase in the lmowl­

edge of the Bible, develop skills in the use 
of the Bible, begin developing memory 
skills, and learn how to apply the Bible to 
their lives." Worthy goals! 

Bible drill participants (boys and girls 
in grades 4-6) are challenged to memorize 
25 verses, learn the books of the Bible, and 
learn the location of 10 key passages-sec­
tions of scripture that deal with important events such as 
creation, the Ten Commandments or the resurrection of 
Jesus. 

Children compete against a standard, not against each 
other, and they do so in a series of three drills: The church 
drill, the associational drill and the state drill. Each drill 
consists of 24 calls designed to test the children's lmowl­
edge of the material they have learned. Half of the calls fo­
cus on the verses and rely strictly on memory. The remain­
ing calls require the children to find books and key passages 
in their Bibles. The standard of achievement becomes high­
er as the drills progress. 

Children who participates in Bible drill for three years 
will be exposed to 75 important verses, 30 key passages and 
be able to find any book in the Bible without hesitation­
and without having to look in the table of contents! 

For more information, visit www.kybaptist.org, click on 
Preschool/Children and look for Bible drilL-David Garrard 

Q: I am struggling with a really tough decision I am 
facing. Where can I turn for help? 

One helpful option is to seek out a referral to a compe­
tent counselor. 

SINGLES Another suggestion is to engage your 
mind in Scripture mediation. Get your­

self still and allow a small passage of Scripture to speak to 
your soul. Consider meditating on the following: 

1 Samuel "16:7, John 7:24. Spiritual values trump out­
ward appearance. 

Proverbs 14:15, Psalm 26:2, Psalm 139:23. Slow down 
and consider choices deliberately. 

Matthew 7:1-5. Make sure your decision is free from hy­
pocrisy. 

John 3:19-21. Make sure your decision will stand the 
light of day. 

Romans 12:2-3. Evaluate how your decision flows from 
your discipleship. 

Romans 12:17·21, Hebrews 12:11-15. Seek peace and 
avoid revenge. 

Ephesians 4:20.32. Ask how your decision is consistent 
with Jesus and the Holy Spirit. 

Philippians 3:13. Avoid staying stuck in the past. 
Philippians 4:6-9. Use these guidelines for right think­

ing. 
Colossians 3:1-17. Treat yourself and others in a Christ-

like way. . 
Hebrews 4:12, 8:10. Let God's Word form in you. 
James 1:26. Exercise control of your tongue. 
James 3:13-18. Contemplate wisdom. 
James 4:1-3. Make sure your prayers are not selfish. 
1 Peter 1:13-16, 4:7. Liye in anticipation of Christ's re­

turn. 
As you pray through your decision, pay attention to your 

body. That's where feelings are primarily noticed. These can 
be the "warning lights" that you maybe going in the wrong 
direction, or they can be the "green light," in light of God's 
truth, that says the way is clear.-]ames Stillwell 

Family Forum writers are: 
David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist 

Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org. 
James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church · 

in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex.org. 
Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in 

Louisville. E-mail: dr. vincent@insightbb.com. 
Scott Wiggintoq, associate professor of pastoral ministries and 

counseling at Campbellsville University and minister 
of counseling at Campbellsville Baptist Church. E-mail: 
sewigginton@campbellsville. edu. 

Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 
43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net. 
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'unChristian' offers insights for believers 
If one of your New Year's resolutions is to make time we are for." 

to read more (or even if it isn't), one book to put on Among specific findings, "nearly two out of ev­
your must-read list is "unChristian: What a New Gener- ery five young outsiders (38 percent) claim to have a 
ation Really Thinks about Christianity ... and 'bad impression of present-day Christiani-
Why It Matters." ty'" and "one-third of young outsiders said 

Written by David Kinnaman, president of that Christianity represents a negative image 
The Barna Group, and Gabe Lyons, founder with which they would not want to be asso-
of the Fermi Project. the book examines per- cia ted." 
spectives about Christians and Christianity "The primary reason outsiders feel hostile 
based on interviews with 16- to 29-year-olds, toward Christians, and especially conserva-
who Kinnaman identifies as Mosaics (born be- tive Christians, is not because of any specific 
tween 1984 and 2002) and Busters (born be- theological perspective,'~ Kinnaman explains. 
tween 1965 and 1983). "unChristian" also in- "What they react negatively to is our 'swag-
dudes candid responses to the research data ger,' how we go about things and the sense of 
by more than two dozen noted Christian lead- self-importance we project." 
ers such as Chuck Colson, Louie Giglio and I Trennis Henderson While "you may not agree with the views 
Rick Warren. of outsiders," he adds, "you should not ignore 

them." The basic gist of"unChristian" is that "many of those 
outside of Christianity, especially younger adults, have 
little trust in the Christian faith ... and theyrejectJesus 
because they feel rejected by Christians." 

Why should Christians bother to read negative per­
ceptions from younger generations who do not em­
brace Christianity? Precisely so that we can understand 
their concerns and criticisms in order to build authen­
tic relationships with them and demonstrate the true 
nature ofbiblical Christianity. 

How should Christians respond? For starters. Kin­
naman cautions that "softening or reshaping the gos­
pel is an utterly wrong response to the objections peo­
ple raise." 

Rather, "to shift .our reputation, Christ followers 
must learn to respond to people in the way Jesus did. 

Noting that "many Christians have lost their heart 
for those outside the faith," Kinnaman points out, "We 
are accountable when our actions and attitudes-mis­
representing a holy, just and loving God-have pushed 
outsiders away. 

"Knowing the problem and diagnosing the hos­
tility are just the start," Kinnaman emphasizes. "We 
should consider whether our response to cynics and 
opponents is motivated to defend God's fame or our 
own image." 

On the positive side, "one of the clear implications 
of our research is that the negative image of Christians 
can be overcome, and this almost always happens in 
the context of meaningful, trusting relationships." "To engage non-christians and point them to Je­

sus, we have to understand and approach them based 
on what they really think, not what we assume about 
them," Kinnaman adds. "We can't overcome their hos­
tility by ignoring it." 

So what do Mosaics and Busters think about Chris­
tians and Christianity today? In short, Kinnaman's re­
search found that young adults generally view Chris­
tians as hypocritical, too focused on getting converts, 
anti-homosexual, sheltered, too political and judg­
mental. Ouch. 

Warning that many Christians "have lost sight ofbe­
ing for Jesus rather than against outsiders," Kinnaman 
declares, "The reprieve from our deep-seated image 
problem comes when Christ followers become more 
faithful to a God who has redeemed us and more con­
cerned about a hostile culture in need of the same re­
demption." 

"In studying thousands of outsiders' impressions, 
it is clear that Christians are primarily perceived for 
what they stand against," Kinnaman notes. "We have 
become famous for what we oppose, rather than who 

While many of the book's blunt, unvarnished find­
ings are difficult to hear, the bottom line is that Chris­
tians are called to share positive, Christ-honoring min­
istry in the lives of people we encounter each day. The 
tough, straightforward challenges presented in "un­
Christian" provide timely insights and resources to 
help us do so. 

The best & worst films of 2007 
By Phil Boatwright 

Kansas City, Kan. (BP)-Though 
there were several films in 2007 
whose artistic and technical merits 

engages, uplifts and unites. 

Nearly the best 
• "Elizabeth: The Golden Age" 

captured the attention 
of critics and moviego­
ers, I wanted to choose 

COMMENTARY 
(PG-13 for violence and 
some sexuality). Repris­
ing the roles they orig­

a couple of good ones that uplifted 
the spirit. 

As for the worst film of the year 
(there were many), I picked two that 
besides being stunningly awful in 
their execution also contained nega­
tive concepts of Christianity. 

The best 
• "In the Shadow of the Moon" 

(PG for mild language and brief vio­
lent images). This incisive documen­
tary features the accounts of the sur­
viving members of the Apollo teams 
who walked on the moon, giving a 
fresh perspective of those achieve­
ments, and allowing for the spiri­
tual implications that affected the 
men on those explorations. At one 
point, we hear Charles Duke from 
the Apollo 9 mission give his testi­
mony. I couldn't believe my ears; a 
man was declaring his faith in Je­
sus Christ and there were no snick­
ers from audience members. Indeed, 
my fellow moviegoers were moved, 
realizing that there is something 
far bigger than man, or even space 
itself. "In the Shadow of the Moon" 

inated in "Elizabeth," Cate Blanch­
ett and Geoffrey Rush return for a 
historical drama laced with treach­
ery and romance. Joining them in 
the epic is Clive Owen as Sir Wal­
ter Raleigh, a dashing seafarer and 
newfound temptation for Elizabeth. 
Writers William Nicholson and Mi­
chael Hirst and director Shekhar 
Kap~r have given moviegoers a stun­
ning cinematic experience. 

The story has much to do with 
Catholicism vs. Protestantism, or at 
least the political significance of the 
two during that age. Spain's King 
Philip, according to the film, was 
sure he was meant to defeat Eliza­
beth, seeing Protestantism as the 
devil's deception. Queen Elizabeth 
wanted the two religions to dwell in 
harmony under her reign, and she 
wouldn't punish people for their be­
liefs. Alas, a very brief shot of nudity 
(seen from behind) and an implied 
fornication scene keeps this one 
from the "best" category. 

The worst 
• "License To Wed" (PG-13 for sex-

ual humor and language). Reverend 
Frank (Robin Williams) won't bless a 
marriage union until the couple un­
dergoes his marriage-prep course. I 
suppose the concept of Robin Wil­
liams playing a priest was amusing 
to those who read the script, but his 
irreverent reverend is bizarre to the 
extreme. He not only vomits out off. 
color jokes to his congregation; he 
makes inappropriate comments to 
a class of little kids he's teaching 
about the sins of adultery. Other hu­
mor ranges from lame to borderline 
blasphemous. 

The subject of a young couple en­
tering into wedlock is ripe for inci­
sive satire, but here we are given 
nothing of true substance or clever 
wit. Nor is there one honest emotion 
or three-dimensional characteriza­
tion in the entire film. 

• "The Reaping" (R for language, 
violence, disturbing images and 
some sexuality). Hilary Swank plays 
a former Christian missionary who 
lost her faith after her family was 
tragically murdered by the very peo­
ple she had been sent to help. She 
has since become a world-renowned 
expert in disproving religious phe­
nomena. If you're looking for a joy­
less spook story complete with de­
ceptive theology, gruesome deaths 
and a moping lead, this may be your 
cup of tea. 
Phil Boatwright reviews films from a Christian 
perspective for previewonline.org 
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Churches hesitant to tackle NFL over party restrictions 
By Ken Walker 
Baptist Press 

Charlottesville, Va. (BP)-John 
Whitehead is aching to take the Na­
tional Football League to court but 
cannot find a church willing to take 
on the influential football colossus. 

"You go to any bar on Super Bowl 
Sunday and they'll be showing the 
game on their (big screen) TVs," the 
president of the Rutherford Insti­
tute said. 

The conservative nonprofit legal 
organization represented Fall Creek 
Baptist Church last February in its le­
gal tussle with the NFL. 

"They want to restrict it to a 55-
inch screen, which in a big church 
you'd need binoculars to see," 
Whitehead remarked. "It's designed 
to prevent churches and groups like 
that from doing this. If churches en 
masse wanted to do this, they could 
get the law changed." 

NFL spokesman Greg Aiello said 
the reason bars and sporting estab­
lishments are permitted to show the 
game on larger screens is a legal ex­
emption for organizations that use 
them year-round instead of for a 
one-time event. 

At least one unidentified church 
called the NFL last year and cited 
the exemption for those who use 
large screens year-round, according 
to Baptist Press. The church argued 
that because it uses its screen year­
round, it should be exempted. 'The 
league allowed the church to hold 
the party without interference. · 

P' Measured against the increased 
size of home TV sets, not only is 
the screen size stipulation absurd, 
Whitehead noted, but the law cited 
by the NFL is vague and silly. 

Though he has not discussed the 
issue with any congressmen, White­
head said he is sure some legislators 
agree the law is obsolete and would 
overturn it if church members orga­
nized a grassroots campaign. 

The pastor of Fall Creek Baptist, 
John Newland, said the church did 

Judge blocks civil union law 
from taking effect in Oregon 

Portland, Ore. (RNS)-A federal judge recently blocked Or­
egon's domestic partnership law for gays and lesbians from 
taking effect Jan. 1, saying opponents should have a chance 
to make their case for a statewide election on civil unions. 

The surprise ruling carne just days before gay couples 
would be eligible for most of the same legal benefits of mar­
riage. Couples across Oregon had planned to show up at 
county offices to register as partners. 

But U.S. District Judge Michael Mosman ruled Dec. 28 
that they will have to wait. He set Feb. 1 to hear a lawsuit 
by gay-rights opponents challenging the state's methods for 
verifYing voter signatures. Opponents gathered signatures 
last summer to try to overturn civil unions on the Novem­
ber 2008 ballot but were rejected by state officials. 

Elections officials determined that they fell 96 signa­
tures short of the 55,179 needed for a referendum on a law 
passed by the legislature. 

Mosman said attorneys for opponents showed that the 
rights of voters may have been violated if their signatures 
were wrongly rejected. 

The ruling does not affect a companion state law to ban 
discrimination against gays in work, housing and public 
places. 

Supporters of the new law were stunned by the judge's 
decision. "It's unfortunate that families are once again 
bearing the brunt of this ongoing struggle," said Jeana 
Frazzini, executive director of Basic Rights Oregon. "In this 
case, I still believe we will prevail." 

PARTY FOUL Camera flashes fill the stadium at tfle start of Super Bowl XL in 2006. The 
National Football League's policy on Super Bowl church parties continues to stir contro­
versy, and one church claimed it has found a loophole in the NFL policy (BP photo) 

not proceed with a lawsuit last Feb­
ruary because they decided a legal 
case would create a distraction from 
their ministry. 

"My heart for Indianapolis goes 
way beyond a Super Bowl," New­
land explained. "I feel like I would 
be doing my church a big disservice 
ifl allowed my calling to be distract­
ed by a lawsuit. To me, the NFL isn't 
worth it." 

In addition, as a conservative who 
does not like the idea of judges legis­
lating from the bench, Newland said 
he could not argue that the NFL was 
misinterpreting the law. 

Besides, the strength of the body 
of Christ has been its flexibility to 
adapt to various situations, the pas­
tor noted, as Fall Creek did by shift­
ing to home parties rather than one 
large church gathering. 

"The solution for us is to multi­
ply cells and put it in homes and 
they can't touch us," he declared. 
"We're going to be able to have our 
party, it's just going to be on a small­
er scale." 

Other pastors offered various rea­
sons for not tangling with the NFL 

in court, such as the commitment 
of both time and energy required to 
pursue a lawsuit. 

Tom Rives, pastor of Carrollwood 
Baptist Church in Tampa, Fla., said 
his congregation averages 375 on a 
Sunday and does not have the finan­
cial resources to tackle the NFL. 

"The only way you would get 
somebody to do this rather than an 
individual church would be to get 
some corporate entity, where pastors 
would be able to be part of a group," 
Rives noted. ''I'm not willing to take 
on the NFL by myself." 

Even a church with the finan­
cial muscle of Southeast Chris­
tian Church in Louisville, which is 
among the 10 largest churches in 
the nation, decided it did not want 
to have the reputation as the church 
that ' brought litigation, according 
to minister of single adults Jeff Bal­
lard. 

He noted that the church's legal 
counsel researched the law last win­
ter and decided it was vague enough 
that Southeast Christian could have 
challenged the NFL. But after weigh­
ing the decision, Ballard said they 
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passion to pray and to assist leaders in 
developing creative evangelistic prayer 
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decided to comply with the restric­
tions. 

"It's a matter of choosing your 
battles," he added. 'We decided it 
wasn't worth it to us." 

Although unhappy with the 
NFL's dictates, Richard Odom, pas­
tor of First Baptist Church of Sum­
merfield, N.C., said his church felt it 
had to comply with the law because 
of guidelines set forth in Romans 13. 
The Apostle Paul makes it clear that, 
unless the government is trying to 
forbid the preaching of the gospel, 
believers are to obey the law, Odom 
pointed out. 

"I don't think we intentional­
ly want to violate the law," he said. 
"It's a horrible example to set for 
our kids." 

Aside from legal issues, the se­
nior legal counsel for the Alliance 
Defense Fund said he believes the 
pro football league is fighting a los­
ing battle in the court of public opin­
ion. Mike Johnson revealed that his 
group received two calls last Febru­
ary from churches upset about the 
policy. 

Even though each decided not to 
press a case, Johnson said the NFL 
has been subject to a spate of bad 
news, from gripes about the NFL Net­
work to player suspensions. 

"From a marketing perspective, 
why would you throw cold water on 
that?" Johnson asked of church par­
tie~. "It seems to me they would want 
to encourage these church gather­
ings and not discourage them." 

Newland agreed, saying the 
league is shooting itself in the foot 
by discouraging parties that would 
draw numerous young people. Many 
teens are not big football fans be­
cause they follow extreme sports, 
he added. 

"Ultimately it's the consumer 
who decides if they succeed," New­
land said. "The millions who wall<ed 
away from baseball and the NBA can 
just as easily walk away from the 
NFL." 
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Study findings reveal limits to Willow Creek's success I 
By Adelle Banks 
Religion News Service 

South Barrington, Ill. (RNS)-Willow 
Creek Community Church, the sub­
urban Chicago megachurch that has 
become a model for some of the na­
tion's largest churches, started more 
than a quarter-century ago by ask­
ing the question: Why don't people 
go to church? 

Now, church leaders are looking 
for new ways to keep them there af­
ter new research revealed that wor­
shipers' spiritual growth did not 
keep pace with their involvement in 
church activities. 

The findings, based on research 
at Willow Creek and similar church­
es, showed that involvement in 
church activities did not carry with 
it a boost in spiritual growth, de­
fined as "increasing love for God and 
others." 

The findings were not only en­
lightening for Willow Creek and its 
20,000 weekend worshipers, but also 
for the more than 12,000 church­
es in the Willow Creek Association 
that look to the church for guid­
ance on meeting the needs of spiri­
tual "seekers." 

Church activities "don't seem to 
be lifting them up the spiritual lad­
der to a new level," noted Cally Par­
kinson, who helped manage the 
evangelical church's research effort. 

Bill Hybels, senior pastor of the 
church, said it was "almost unbear­
able" to learn that nearly a quar-

ter of the people at his megachurch 
were either "stalled" in their spiri­
tual growth or dissatisfied with the 
church, with many considering leav­
ing. 

"It is causing me to ask new ques­
tions," Hybels acknowledged in the 
foreword to "Reveal," the 11(}page 
book that detailed the research re­
sults. "It is causing me to see clear­
ly that the church and its myriad of 
programs have taken on too much of 
the responsibility for people's spiri­
-tual growth." 

The initial study looked at Willow 
Creek and six other churches across 
the country; it was expanded to in­
clude 23 additional congregations. 
In response to the research, Willow 
Creek is retooling its programs and 
providing pointers to churches that 
belong to the association. 

Going deeper 
Greg Hawkins, the church's ex­

ecutive pastor, said the research 
showed that Willow Creek was do­
ing well in terms of evangelism, 
serving the poor and encouraging 
Bible reading. 

"But what we found was our peo­
ple were hungry for even more," ac­

. knowledged Hawkins, who co-wrote 
the "Reveal" book with Parkinson. 
"They wanted to go deeper with the 
Bible. They wanted to go deeper with 
personal spiritual practices." 

Willow Creek is now building 
an online "next-step tool" that will 
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direct people to books, videos and 
other activities based on answers to 
questions about their spiritual path. 
Willow Creek's midweek services for 
the first half of 2008 will focus on a 
chronological overview of the Bible. 

In recent months, Willow Creek 
undertook a churchwide teaching 
series on the New Testament book 
of James. Commentaries were avail­
able for those who wanted to further 
study the text. Worshipers were en­
couraged to take a range of "chal­
lenges," including attending all of 
the related services, reading the bib­
lical text on their own or joining 
small-group discussions . 

Recently, the association com­
pleted additional research with 200 
churches, 40 percent of which are 
not specifically targeted at spiritual 
seekers. The network plans to spend 
$500,000 to use the research as the 
basis for a fee-based system that 
will funnel information to congre­
gations. 

Meanwhile, some of the church­
es in the earlier phases of the study 
have made changes based on what 
they have learned. 

Pastor Steve Stroope of Lake 
Pointe Church in the Dallas suburb 
of Rockwall is trying to turn around 
the "shockingly low" finding that 
showed only 18 percent of his flock 
read their Bible daily. 

"How about reading just a chap­
ter a day?" he has asked his 10,000 
worshippers. "Don't read for vol-

ume. Let's read for quality. And just 
tal<e one thing out of that." 

Indiana pastor Jason DeVries said 
the Willow Creek research may help 
churches understand where they are 
so they can move forward . 

"I think churches are out there 
and they have the questions, and 
they either don't have the mode to 
find out the answers or they might 
be afraid of what the ans:wers tell 
you," he added. 

While the findings may have star­
tled Willow Creek leaders, they did 
not surprise Diana Butler Bass, who 
has tried to identity signs of vitality 
among smaller mainline Protestant 
churches. 

"I have interviewed dozens and 
dozens of people throughout the 
United States who used to belong to 
churches like Willow Creek but left 
them in order to become Presbyteri­
ans or Lutherans or Episcopalians," 
she said. "Ex-members of the mega­
churches have sort of rediscovered 
a level of being Christian that they 
were unaware of." 

Just as some mainline churches 
are emphasizing the importance of 
simple practices such as prayer and 
Bible study, Bass noted, churches 
like Willow Creek are having a sim­
ilar revelation. 

"The littlest congregation in the 
world can do those kinds of things," 
she pointed out. "It's through those 
pathways that those churches have 
actually found revitalization." 
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SEEKING ANSWERS 
Willow Creek Community 
Church in South 
Barrington, Ill., boasts 
the second-largest 
congregation in America 
with more than 23,000 
worshippers a week. 
The megachurch is 
reexamining its "seeker­
sensitive" approach to 
evangelism after recent 
research found that nearly 
a quarter of Willow Creek's 
members were "stalled" 
in their spiritual growth 
or dissatisfied with the 
church altogether. (RNS 
photo) 
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Warden transforms violent 
prison into a place of hope 
Continued from page 1 
planned to do his part in the proce­
dure, nothing more, nothing less. 

Thomas Ward had been sen­
tenced to die for murdering his 
mother-in-law. Cain viewed him as 
little more than a criminal whom 
society had ruled should die for his 
crime. "I didn't worry about what he 
must have been experiencing in the 
hours before his death. I didn't go to 
his last meal. and I didn't share Jesus 
with him," Cain recalled. 

When it was time for the court's 
order to be carried out, Ward's face 
was a mask of fear as the deadly flu­
ids began flowing through his veins. 
"I felt him go to hell as I held his 
hand," Cain said. 

"Then the thought came over me: 
I just killed that man. I said nothing 
to him about his soul. I didn't give 
him a chance to get right with God . 
... I decided that night I would nev­
er again put someone to death with­
out telling him about his soul and 
about Jesus." 

Feltus Taylor was the next inmate 
Cain was ordered to execute. He had 
been in the prison system before; he 
served his time and was released. 
Now he was back in prison, sen­
tenced to die for shooting two res­
taurant employees, Keith Clark and 
Donna Ponsano, during an armed 
robbery. Clark survived, but was par­
alyzed from the neck down. Donna 
Ponsano died instantly. 

The inmate's family had come to 
visit on the execution day. As the ap­
pointed hour drew near, Cain escort­
ed them to a private waiting area 
and asked them to be strong. "Feltus 
needs to be as emotionally and spiri­
tually ready as he can be in his final 
hours," the warden told them. He re­
turned to Taylor's cell near the exe­
cution chamber. 

"I met with Feltus, and we prayed 
together" Cain says. "When the time 
came, we took him into the cham­
ber, and the guards prepared him 
for the execution." 

One of the witnesses observing 
the scene through a window to the 
chamber was Keith Clark. Confined 
to a wheelchair, he had met earlier 
with the warden and talked about 
the inmate's decision to commit his 
life to Jesus Christ. 

Cain stood next to Taylor as he 
lay strapped down on the execution 
gurney. He bent over for a whispered 
last-minute conversation. "I held his 
hand and told him to get ready to 
see Jesus' face," Cain recalled. "He 
looked up into my eyes and said, 
'Will you tell Keith Clark I'm sorry 
for what I did to him and Donna?' 

"I nodded yes. Then, as his eyes 
began to close for the last time, I 
said, 'Keith told me that he forgives 
you.' He smiled, closed his eyes and 
breathed twice. Then his breathing 
stopped." 

Warden Cain drove home that 
night, deeply troubled by the suf­
fering he had seen that day. The 
correctional system had failed, he 
thought. He vowed to do all in his 
power to transform the men under 
his charge. 

"I had come to realize that crim­
inals are very selfish people," Cain 
said. "I could teach them to read and 
write and help them learn skills and 

NEW HOPE Inmate Raymond McGary 
holds his personalized, leather-clad Bible 
at the Louisiana State Penitentiary at An­
gola during an evening worship service. 
(BP photo by Robin Nelson) 

a trade, but without moral rehabil­
itation I would only be creating a 
smarter criminal. 

"I lmew we had to do more." 
Cain said he lmew three things 

for certain: Society considers prison­
ers to be non-persons, a despairing 
prisoner with no hope is a danger­
ous one, but no one is beyond God's 
love, forgiveness and redemption­
not even hardened criminals. 

Cain said he recognized that mor­
al rehabilitation had to occur in or­
der for an inmate to lift himself be­
yond the jungle atmosphere that too 
often smothers a prison. The only 
way for true change was Jesus. 

Cain and his team worked tire­
lessly to create a better prison, a 
place where men sentenced to life 
imprisonment could choose to make 
lives and homes for themselves with­
in the prison walls. Cain said he was 
determined to add value and moral 
responsibility to inmates' lives. 

The warden invited New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary to 
launch a rigorous four-year college 
extension course for inmates who 
desired a college degree. The pro­
gram is funded largely by private do­
nations. 

Each weekday, more than 100 
men crowd into prison classrooms 
to study the Bible and take cours­
es toward a college degree. Cain 
also began a certificate program 
for faith-based education, aimed at 
inmates who did not have a high 
school diploma or aGED equivalent. 
More than 100 inmates earned their 
certificate in 2006. 

Each year, inmate seminary grad­
uates who feel called to ministry are 
transferred "two by two" to other 
prisons in Louisiana to serve as in­
mate missionaries. They receive no 
special favors or time reduced from 
their sentences; they choose to serve 
God by sharing the gospel with oth­
er inmates. 

The missionaries carry what they 
learned in seminary into the pris­
ons' living areas to help men "expe­
rience God." In one year alone, they 
baptized more than 150 prisoners. 

"No one looks at a watch during 
a sermon, 'cause all we got is time," 
one inmate joked. "We love Jesus 
and how He's changed us from the 
inside. Even if we ain't never leaving 
here standing up, we lmow where 
we're going eventually." 

Ul 
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Study: Students' spiritual interests 
increase despite drop in worship 

los Angeles (RNS)-Though col­
lege students' attendance at wor­
ship services declines, their inter­
est in spiritual matters grows dur­
ing their time on campus, accord­
ing to a recent UCLA study. 

TI1e school's Higher Education 
Research Institute compared the 
views of students who were fresh­
men in the fall of 2004 with the 
same students' thoughts in the 
spring of 2007, when they were 
juniors. 

The survey of more than 14,000 
students found that more than 50 
percent of students considered 
"integrating spirituality into my 
life" very important or essential in 
2007, an increase of almost 10 per­
cent from 2004. 

Likewise more students 
thought "developing a meaning­
ful philosophy of life" was essen­
tial or very important. 

"Many students are emerging 
from the collegiate experi­
ence with a desire to find spiri­
tual meaning and perspective in 
their everyday lives," said Alex­
ander Astin, emeritus professor 
at UCLA and co-principal investi­
gator for the research. "The data 
suggest that college is influencing 
students in positive ways that will 
better prepare them for leader­
ship roles in our global society." 

"Student interest in spiritual­
ity and religion is at a level not 
seen since perhaps the 1950s," 
noted Rebecca Chopp, president 
of Colgate University in Hamil­
ton, N.Y. "Religion and spiritual­
ity are important aspects of well 
being and character development 
and colleges need to support the 
growing interest and activities of 
our students." 

While students' spiritual inter­
ests increased, their worship at­
tendance did not. 

Slightly more than half the stu­
dents said they attended services 
in college at about the same rate 
as they attended them in high 
school. Almost 40 percent, howev­
er, revealed they worshipped less 
frequently. Only 7 percent said 
they worshipped more. 

Researchers also conclud­
ed that an increasing percentage 
of students had an "ecumenical 
worldview." In 2004, 42 percent 
pointed out that they endorsed 
"improving my understanding 
of other countries and cultures"; 
55 percent said the same in 2007. 

Students showed increasing 
agreement over time with the 
idea that nonreligious people can 
lead lives as moral as those of re­
ligious believers, with 90 percent 
approving the statement in 2007. 
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Fusion college initiative to 
expand under 1MB direction 
By Mark Kelly 
Baptist Press 

Kansas City, Mo. (BP)-It has been 
heartbreaking to see how many 
Christian young people drop out of 
church after graduating from high 
school, said Scott Brawner, who 
founded a program called Fusion to 
counter that dropoff. 

Established at Midwestern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary in 2005, 
Fusion will soon become an initia­
tive of the Southern Baptist Interna­
tional Mission Board, designed to in­
spire students to continue following 
Christ after high school and to pur­
sue missions as a career. 

Fusion offers high school grad­
uates, ages 18-24, opportunities to 
gain missions experience for college 
credit. Students attending the pro­
gram currently receive 32 hours of 
college credit through MBTS' under­
graduate school, Midwestern Baptist 
College, for the two-phase course. 

Phase 1 of the course involves 
both classroom study and rigor­
ous training challenges to develop 
personal discipline and leadership 
skills. Phase 2 places a Fusion team 
on an international mission field, 
where they work under the over­
sight of career missionaries. 

Fusion was created to help young 
Christians develop spiritual ma­
turity and life direction, resulting 
in a lifetime passion for reaching 
the world for Christ, according to 
Brawner. 

"Data compiled on Fusion grad­
uates shows these young adults not 
only take personal responsibility for 
their faith, but become catalysts for 
evangelism and ministry .while in 
college and beyond," Brawner not­
ed. "This mal<es Fusion the ulti­
mate freshman experience; it not 
only prepares young people to sur­
vive college with their faith intact 
but to follow hard after Christ for a 
lifetime." 

Russ Savage, who participated 
in Fusion as a college student and 
has led others through the pro­
cess, said students who are not chal­
lenged to live for Christ settle for a 
superficial religion that does not 
change lives. 

"For many students, the call of 
Christ has been reduced to a list: 
Don't thinl< about sex, read your Bi­
ble, ... be friendly, don't do drugs, go 
to youth group, etc.," explained Sav­
age, a biblical studies major at Mid­
western College. "The result is medi­
ocrity in the pews and the hypocrisy 
in the high schools." 

Fusion helps a student break 
through superficial stereotypes 
about Christianity and discover the 
gritty reality of following Jesus in a 
hostile world, explained Fusion lead­
er Jeremy Vonada. 

"Fusion provides a no-holds­
barred missions experience," he add­
ed. "The program presents missions 
in a way that can't be sugar-coated." 

The international missions com­
ponent of Fusion encourages stu­
dents to plug into missions at a lo­
cal church and consider returning 
to the international mission field as 
short-term volunteers as well as full­
time missionaries. 

"Fusion provides a great empha­
sis on developing student leaders, 
and we look forward to expanding 
it to include a larger number of stu­
dents in a wide variety of assign­
ments worldwide," said Mike Lopez, 
who coordinates student enlistment 
and mobilization for the 1MB. 

During the 2008-09 school year, 
the nine-month program will re­
main a part of Midwestern Seminary 
and operated through Midwestern 
Bible College. 

Beginning with the 2009-10 term, 
Christian colleges interested in offer­
ing the Fusion program to students 
can contact the 1MB's student mobi­
lization team. 
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On-the-go Bibles aim to keep 
pace with tech-savvy market 
By Kat Glass 
Religion News Service 

Winston-Salem, N.C. (RNS)-Often 
when Mike Sheppard listens to the 
stories of the Crucifixion or Mary's 
discovery of the empty tomb, he gets 
so distracted that he almost forgets 
he is behind the wheel. 

"There are points in the New Tes­
tament where you'll be brought to 
tears while you're driving down the 
road," said Sheppard a computer 
software technician. 

The Southern Baptist said he has 
read the sacred text many times, but 
listening to "The Word of Promise" 
audio Bible is what really transports 
him to the first century. 

Christian publishers are increas­
ingly catching up with their multi­
media-savvy consumers and offering 
Bibles beyond the traditional book 
format. Eager listeners like Shep­
pard can buy the story on tapes, CDs, 
MP3 downloads, iTunes and in many 
other formats. 

Andrew Block, founder and pres­
ident of audio Bible company Go­
Bible, started his business after no­
ticing that technology was not 
reaching the faith-based niche. 

"I just didn't see anyone using 
new technology to bring people of 
faith content that's important to 
them in an easy and affordable man­
ner," Block recalled. 

GoBible's "The Listener's Bible" 
looks like it is cut out for Gen-Y lis­
teners, with an iPod-like screen and 
buttons made in the image of the 
popular portable music device. The 
entire Old and New Testaments are 
available with 70 hours of 31,000 
verses individually marked so listen­
ers can scroll through them. 

A study conducted by the com­
pany in the spring of 2007 showed 
their listeners landed all over the 
demographic map-from tech-savvy 
youngsters to grey-bearded Methu­
selahs. 

Similarly, the makers of the cele­
brated audio recording "Inspired by 
... The Bible Experience" were pleas­
antly surprised that consumers of all 
ages are buying their New and Old 
Testament audio Bibles. The record­
ing features actors Samuel L.Jackson 

and Denzel Washington, along with 
Pentecostal pastor Bishop T.D. Jakes. 

"The concern was that this would 
just be a trendy thing-that people 
would purchase it because of the 
star power-but then not really get 
engaged in the Bible. But just the 
opposite has been happening," not­
ed Paul Caminiti, vice president and 
publisher of Bibles for Zondervan, 
which produced "The Bible Experi­
ence." 

Block said some users have re­
ported that they use the GoBible de­
vice to listen along while they are 
reading in order to get help with 
some of the trickier name pronun­
ciations. 

As Sheppard pointed out, listen­
ing to the Bible on audio can bring 
new meaning into the text for some. 

"When you listen to it, the read­
ers bring from their experience," he 
said. "Sometimes the voices bring 
out a nuance that may bring insight 
that you hadn't thought of before." 

Pointing to the Bible's history 
as an oral text, Caminiti explained, 
"The Bible was really written to be 
listened to." 

"Even (in) a book like Leviticus, 
which can tend to be tedious, you 
hear the sacrificial fires in the back­
ground," Caminiti said. 

Jim Lahman uses "The Bible Ex­
perience" recording when he teach­
es his adult Bible study class. He en­
courages his students to read along 
as they listen to the actors, who are 
complemented by sound effects. 

"It really adds depth to the Bible 
study," Lahman noted. "It's just not 
sitting there reading the Bible." 

MID-SDUTHBUS CENT 
www.thebuscenter.com 

TRANSPORTATION SOUTH 
The Bus Center 

Responsive to YOUR needs. 
"After visiting several companies, our church decided to take our business to Transpor­

tation South . They were very responsive to the needs of a growing church and sensitive 

to the limits of a church committee environment. They have been honest, straight-for­

ward and very quick to answer all of our questions. We look forward to doing more 

business with Transportation South in the future ." 

Greg Stephenson 
Committee Member 
First Baptist Church 

Decatur, Alabama 
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Reflection and anticipation 
2007 brought combination 
of blessings and challenges 

The end of a year is always a 
time of reflection. This past year 
was no different for me as I per­
sonally had much to be thankful 
for in 2007. The most sig­
nificant personal event 
has been the adoption of 
Jonas, our fifth child. We 
have been blessed as we 
have watched all of our 
family adjust to integrat­
ing a new 6-year-old son 
into our lives. 

itors will enjoy the new lakes, hous­
ing and conference space that will 
be completed over the neX:t few 
months. While these additions 
will not totally solve our surging 
growth, they will help. 

I also must reflect on the staff 
and volunteers who have 
sacrificed greatly to help 
make camp and retreats 
all they can be. We have 
seen new additions in 
staff and watched oth­
ers move on to new jour­
neys in life. Honestly, the 
way God takes care of 
our staffing needs by pro­
viding just the right peo­
ple at just the right time 

For the rest of the 
Melbers, the past year 
was great for many rea­
sons. We have watched 
all of our children grow 

David Melber humbles me the most. 

and mature in their walks with 
the Lord. Through the challeng­
es that each of us has endured, 
God's grace has sustained us and 
given us strength each day. As we 
begin 2008, I am sure it will prove 
to be very eventful and exciting as 
a family of seven will surely expe­
rience quite a lot over the next 12 
months. 

This past year has been equal­
ly exciting for Crossings. 2007 
was the largest year ever for our 
camp programs in attendance, 
missions giving and spiritual de­
cisions. With the growth in num­
bers comes growing pains as our 
facilities are stressed and stretched 
to accommodate all the guests. Vis-

Each time God provides a 
new staff member, I think to myself 
what a privilege it is that God is al­
lowing a new person to serve with 
us in camp ministry. 

Overall, 2007 was a great year, 
·full of excitement and adventure 
and a healthy dose of trials and 
growing pains both personally and 
ministerially. As I look toward what 
2008 will bring, I am sure God will 
again use circumstances to teach us 
to rely upon Him more each day. 
May God bless you richly and grow 
your faith in 2008! 

David Melber is president of Kentucky 
Baptist Assemblies. Contact him at 
Box 99918, Louisville, KY 42069-0918; 
phone (502) 491-7000. 

Join other Baptists and Pastor Roy Myers on this 

Northeast 
Cruise & Tour 
Enjoy Spring-time in Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island! 

Sail the Scenic St. Lawrence River to Quebec & Montreal! 
Tour Montreal, Philadelphia, New York City & Boston! 

On June 6, 2008 join other Baptists and your Spiritual Director and Baptist 
Chaplain Pastor Roy Myers, on this 15-day vacation including a seven-day 
deluxe Northeast Cruise with Holland America Line and a seven-day Northeast 
vacation. This will be Pastor Myers' fourth Your Man Tours trip as a Baptist 
Chaplain, and second time on this same Northeast cruise and tour. Your 
Baptist group wil l spend one night in Boston with a comprehensive city tour 
before boarding your 5-star ship the ms Maasdam. Devotions will be 
available daily while on board ship and some days on tour for those in the 
group who wish to participate. Ports include Bar Harbor, Maine; Halifax and 
Sydney, Nova Scotia; and Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island. Cruise into the 
mouth of the .St. Lawrence River to Saguenay Fjord with 1 ,500 foot-high cliffs. 
Your final ports include Quebec City and Montreal. In Montreal meet "your man" 
for a city tour of the "Paris of the Americas." Your motor-coach tour will continue 
through the Adirondack and Catskill Mountains, Hyde Park, Philadelphia, and 
New York City, with included citY tours. Prices start at only $2033 (per person, 
double occupancy) including taxes, ship fuel surcharge and the motor-coach 
tour with daily sightseeing, seven nights in hotels, and the seven-day deluxe 
cruise. Add $500 for airfare from Lexington or Louisville, KY; Evansville, IN; 
Kno~ville or Nashville, TN. Family and friends are welcome. Space is limited. 

For brochure, information and letter from Pastor Myers 
with his phone number, call 7 days a week: 

'YOUR MAN' TOURS 1-800-736-7300 

J.u..Lt , .••. ,. " ........ . .... ' """'" """" 

\VfSfERNRECORDER +Your church newsletter 
TWO GREAT PUBLICATIONS, ONE LESS POST OFFICE HEADACHE 

SMILE 
For Heaven's Sake 

SHOULDN'T W~ INVIT~ THE NI:W 
PASTOR IN TOWN To JOIN OUR 
MINISTERIAL GRouP,~_, 

REV? 

Church of the Covered Dish 
WOW . . . THE RAIN'S REI<UY 

COMING DOWN IS t-ft rr CARL ? 

Bible Crosswords 
Across 
1 Disney deer 
6 Giver 
11 Belonging to Robert E. 
12 Girl's name 
14 "I am like an __ of the 

desert" (Psalm 1 02:6) 
16 Wipe clean 
18 Adam's companion 
20 Peach state, abbr. 
21 The main central parts of 

churches 
22 Impersonal pronoun 
23 Exodus author, Leon _ _ 
26 Price mark-down 
28 Esau's pottage was made 

from this legume 
(Genesis 25:34) 

30 Cain did this to the ground 
(Genesis 4:2) 

32 Digital audiotape, abbr. 
33 Tree trunk 
34 Horned African mammals 
37 "Yea, the sparrow hath found 

an house ... even thine __ , 
0 Lord of hosts" 
(Psalm 84:3) 

40 "Thou anointest my __ 
with oil" (Psalm 23:5) 

41 "It shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his " 
(Genesis 3:15) 

42 You, KJV English 
43 Stay away from 
46 Nickel, chem. symbol 
47 Physicians, abbr. 

Last week's solution 

WEU rr WOULt> SURE LOOK 

49 Naaman was one of these 
because of his disease 
(2 Kings 5:1) 

50 "My tongue is the __ of a 
ready writer" (Psalm 45:1) 

51 Social equal 
53 "The wringing of the 

__ bringeth forth blood" 
(Proverbs 30:33) 

55 "A time to mourn, and a time 
to _ _ " (Ecclesiastes 3:4) 

· 56 Game 

Down 
2 "Israel loved Joseph more 

than_" (Genesis 37:3) 
3 Myself 
4 Existed 
5 God's chosen nation 
6 To abandon 
7 Metals 
8 A silver-white metal, abbr. 
9 "Ye are all _in Christ" 

(Galatians 3:28) 
10 A bump in a ski slope 
13 Doled 
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Mike Morgan 

Thom Tapp 

I NEVER WAS 

By Janet Kennedy 

15 "A certain man, which had 
devils long time, and __ 
no clothes" (Luke 8:27) 

17 Address abbreviation 
19 Foul 
24 Asian nation 
25 " __ fast therefore in 

liberty" (Galatians 5:1) 
26 Slow-moving mammal 
27 Seaweed 
29 International Trade 

Organization, abbr. 
31 Sick 
34 Poem 
35 Pay attention to 
36 Harsh 
37 Strangers 
38 French name 
39 What David used to kill 

Goliath 
43 Man's name 
44 Kind of modern art 
45 Fall 
48 Health facility 
50 Apiece 
52 Printer's measure 
54 Therefore 
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GuideOne to no longer pay 
for church property disputes 

Des Moines, Iowa (ABP)-One of 
the nation's three largest insurers 
of congregations has backed away 
from covering lawsuits filed as are­
sult of church splits and denomina­
tional disputes. 

Since July, GuideOne Insurance 
of West Des Moines, Iowa, has been 
adding the endorsement to new and 
renewed policies for "directors and 
officers coverage." No specific inci­
dent triggered the policy change, ac­
cording to GuideOne general coun­
cil Tom Farr. "We're just following 
the developments of the church 
niche in general," he noted. 

But the very public dispute over 
homosexuality that erupted among 
Episcopalians last year "got us to 
thinking," Farr said. "We had read 
about disputes among others over 
property," he added. 

Insurance is designed to pro­
tect the insured against "unfore­
seen and accidental events," he ex­
plained, but a church split or dis­
affiliation is "clearly not acciden­
tal ... not like somebody running a 
red light. That's an internal matter 
and not either unforeseen or an ac­
cident." 

Most churches and religious or­
ganizations carry two types of pol­
icies-general and directors/offi­
cers coverage. General policies usu­
ally include property, bodily inju­
ry and personal injury coverage. Di­
rec tors-and-officers coverage typical­
ly is broad and covers claims against 
wrongful acts or issues created by 
wrongful actions. "It's financial in­
jury coverage," he said. 

Conflict between two factions in 

a church or other religious organi­
zation often splits the body, leading 
to a fight over property and assets, 
Farr noted. 

The decision to exclude those 
risks "is purely a financial act," · 
he pointed out. "GuideOne should 
not have to pay legal expenses for 
both sides in a lawsuit that erupts 
from internal disagreement. We felt 
that our policy didn't cover it any­
way, but we decided to clarifY" that 
stance, the attorney said. 

The other two primary insurers, 
Church Mutual of Merrill, Wise., 
and Brotherhood Mutual of Fort 
Wayne, Ind., apparently have made 
no changes. 

Brotherhood Mutual's policy al­
ready has a limitation in place, and 
the firm does not plan to broaden it, 
explained Mitzi Thomas, assistant 
vice president of corporate commu­
nications. 

Neither Church Mutual's legal 
council Charles Kirby nor corporate 
communications director Jay Lillge 
would discuss whether the firm is 
considering a similar endorsement 
or other limitations. A few Church 
Mutual policyholders indicated they 
had seen no changes and had not 
heard about any pending changes 
from company representatives. 

GuideOne's endorsement will be 
applied to regional and national reli­
gious bodies as well. Denominations 
that are more centrally controlled 
generally and individual church­
es and groups with provisions for 
splits in their governing documents 
or property deeds are not as much at 
risk, he acknowledged. 

Loving the atheist 
Unbelievers may change their beliefs 
if treated with love, dignity & kindness 
By Michael Spencer, assistant to the president 

The year that has passed will be known for sev­
eral things but it would be difficult not to notice 
that 2007 was the year that atheism came out of 
the closet. 

In no time in recent history have there been 
more high-profile atheists getting the atten­
tion of our culture. From the books of 
Sam Harris, Richard Dawkins and Phil­
lip Pullman, atheists were "loud and 
proud" in 2007. 

gion. At Oneida Baptist Institute, we want to dem­
onstrate that atheism is not true, and that God's 
love in Jesus Christ produces faith, hope, compas-
sion and kindness. Rather than the self-centered 
existence that flows from atheism, the gospel of 
Christ calls us into relationship with others, to 
serve, love and accept them for Jesus' sal<e. 

We understand that atheism is making a 
strong play for the minds and hearts of our stu­
dents. Some may come to us professing atheism. 

Unlike other Christian schools, we re­
ceive these students as part of our com­
munity. We do not demand that they 
worship or profess Christianity. We only 
ask that they allow us to be a commu­
nity centered on Christ, Jpinistering to 
our students in Jesus' name. 

Often Christians do not tal<e athe­
ism seriously. We can't imagine how 
someone could not believe in God. Who 
do tl1ey thank for life's blessings? To 
whom do they pray when crises come? 
How do they face death? Of course, 
atheists know that their lack of belief 

Even the most determined atheist 
has a hard time contending with the 
simple love, dignity and kindness that 

W.F. Underwood students experience at OBI. We embody 
is no more mysterious than our faith. 
How can we pray to a God we can't see? How can 
we believe all those stories of miracles? 

Atheism in the post-9/11 world has made the 
case that religion is inherently violent. Even CNN, 
in its series "God's Warriors," put Judaism, Is­
lam and Christianity on equal ground as world­
views tl1at endorse violence. For many people this 
makes sense; would we kill and hurt one another 
if we did not believe "God is on our side"? 

Atheism is more, however, than just a protest. 
It is a world view of its own, and it presents itself 
to young people as the best explanation for the 
confusing world in which they live, the pain they 
experience and the disappointments they've felt. 

For a broken and disillusioned generation, 
atheism often makes sense, particularly along­
side an anemic and irrelevant shell of empty reli-

respect, forgiveness and acceptance of 
all people. You can be an atheist and be a recip­
ient of all the blessings God channels through 
this place. The atheist's protest must meet-and 
answer-the simple love that is willing to adopt 
a person as family and love him as a creation of 
God. Our goal is not to argue with the atheist, but 
to give every student an experience that can only 
be explained by the person of God the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

With your help, we make these blessings avail­
able to students of every race, tribe and world­
view. Even the most determined unbeliever is 
treated with the understanding that Jesus Christ 
died and still lives for him or her. 
WF Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida . 
school. org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool. org 
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Ready to be 
Re~re~hed? 
Equipping leaders in Service 
A refreshing retreat conference for 
pastors, deacons, and spouses 

February 1-2, 2008 ,. 
Bowling Green, Kentu~ky • Holiday Inn University PlazaHet'el 

Featuring: 
• Skip Alexander, Campbellsville Baptist Church 
• Dennis Bickers, Bivocational Ministries 
• Billy Compton, Severns Valley Baptist Church 
• Bob Sheffield, Deacon Ministry Consultant 
• Greg Cagle, Worship Leader 
• Lucinda Rountree, Women's Ministry Leader 

Conference Registration 
Only $30 per person (includes dinner, breakfast and 
conference materials) 

Regi6ter Now! 
To register, or for more information, visit 
www.kybaptist.org/dpsretreat or call 502-489-3581 
or 866-489-3581 (toll free in KY) . 

._,.nwl'firJCIUM 

Honoring a lifelong Christian servant 
Scholarship fund established 
in honor of Nasby Mills 

Terrell and Sharon Kay Black of 
Dayton, Ohio, have established a 
scholarship at Clear Creek Baptist 
Bible College in the name of Rev. 
Nasby Mills ofLondon. 

Mills and his wife, Pat, were sur­
prised with the announcement 
that was made Oct. 14, 
2007, during the morning 
worship service at Laurel 
River Missionary Baptist 
Church in London where 
the Millses attend. 

Indiana. He was director of mis­
sions for Upper Cumberland Asso­
ciation of Baptists for 20 years and 
director of missions for Knox Asso­
ciation of Baptists for almost four 
years. His gifts for planning, devel­
opment and spiritual mentoring 
of fellow pastors strengthened the 
cause of Christ throughout both 
regions. Now retired, Mills contin­

ues to serve Christ in in-
terim pastorate roles. He 
truly is a lifelong servant 
of God. 

The date of the an­
nouncement was chosen 
to commemorate Mills' 
80th birthday. The Millses' 
children, Joanna Smith, 
Lisa Ellis and Rick Mills, 
hosted a reception for 

Donnie Fox 

We look forward to 
the growth, expansion 
and increased impact of 
the scholarship fund in 
years to cbme. Many peo­
ple will grow in grace 
and the lmowledge of our 
Lord through this special 
scholarship. 

friends ; family and guests following 
the presentation. 

"Establishing the scholarship in 
my uncle's name is a way to hon­
or his 50 years of dedicated service 
as a minister of the gospel of Je­
sus Christ," said Sharon Kay Blacl<, 
Mills' niece. 

"My husband, Terrell, and I have 
tremendous respect for Clear Creek 
Baptist Bible College and its fo­
cused mission to provide proper Bi­
ble training for pastors," Mrs. Black 
continued. 

Mills served Southern Baptist 
churches in both Kentucl<y and 

Friends desiring to honor Mills 
by participating in the scholar­
ship fund may contact Jay Sui­
fridge, Clear Creek's dean of insti­
tutional advancement, by phone at 
(866) 340-3196. Send contributions 
directly to Clear Creek Baptist Bi­
ble College, 300 Clear Creek Road, 
Pineville, KY 40977 and designate 
the gifts to The Rev. Nasby C. Mills 
Scholarship Fund. 
Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek 
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek 
Road, Pineville, KY 40977; toll-free: 
(866) 340-3196; Web site: www. 
ccbbc.edu; e-mail: dfox@ccbbc.edu 
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Students experience 'frontlines of lostness' in Senegal 
By. Emily Peters 
SBC International Mission Board 

Senegal, West Africa (BP)-Dustin 
Allen, 22, did not even notice the po­
tent smell offish in the saltwater air 
that had overwhelmed his senses a 
couple months earlier when he ar­
rived at a seaside village in Senegal, 
West Africa. 

It was just part of daily living for 
the missions volunteer from Arm­
strong Atlantic State University in 
Savannah, Ga. 

He awoke every morning from the 
foam mat on the floor and bathed us­
ing a bucket of water. He ate rice and 
fish with his hands out of a bowl on 
tl1e floor. He slipped on his flip-flops 
and trekked through tl1ick sand to 
visit the homes of young believers 
who have never been to church in 
a building. 

:'This is a great life," said Allen, 
who learned enough of the local lan­
guage to teach simple Bible studies 
to believers. "I could really see my­
self doing this long term." 

Allen's contemplation of mis­
sions as a career prompted him to 

· join the Fishing for Fishermen (F4F) 
summer missions program which 
began among the Lebou people of 
Senegal in 2001. The effort offers 
about a dozen college students each 
year a summer-long look at missions 
work among the Lebou, who are 
more than 90 percent Muslim. 

"This is like going from ·boot 
camp in the Bible Belt to the front­
lines of lostness," noted Matt Her­
ring, a student at Georgia Southern 
University. "It's like an internship for 
missions work." 

Herring and Allen lived in villag­
es and fished with the men as a form 
of outreach. F4F students receive a 
basic culture orientation to start. 
By day two, they are on the streets of 
the capital city, hailing taxis in the 
Wolof language to take part in vari­
ous hands-<ln projects. Their tasks in­
clude everything from hosting med­
ical clinics to being evangelical art­
ists and sharing the gospel through 
spending time with locals. 

Kelly Davis, a student mobilizer 
for the Southern Baptist Internation­
al Mission Board, explained that stu­
dents get a much more accurate in­
sight into missionary life when they 
move beyond a typiCal two-week mis­
sion trip to an extended missions ex­
perience. 

"In six weeks, you run out of food 
bars, you have to use the squatty pot­
ty, you've given up on having clean 
feet, and you've discovered you can 
live without a cell phone or constant 

Internet access," Davis said. "Six 
weeks or longer forces you to begin 
living within the culture as opposed 
to holding your breath and hoping 
you make it to the end." 

As Kari Freeman, 19, strolls down 
a sandy street, children call out her 
Senegalese name and run up to hug 
her lmees. 

The nursing student from the 
University of Central Florida in Or­
lando greeted them and headed 
into the rustic clinic where she 
worked for two months. She un­
derstood enough Wolof to share in 
the busy Senegalese nurses' inside 
jokes as they lightened their heavy 
work with a laugh. During free mo­
ments she shared Bible passages 
with them. 

"These are the amazing things 
you don't get to experience on the 
two-week mission trip where you 
build something and go bad< to 
your air-conditioned hotel room 
at night," Freeman declared. "This 
way we have time to build relation­
ships." 

"Picture of missionary life" 
But the team of nursing student 

volunteers she served with in Sen­
egal realized that extended service 
comes with a sacrifice. One team­
mate missed her best friend's wed­
ding. Another received news from 
home that her grandfather died. 

"When you're just here for a few 
days, you can push your struggles 
(to) the back of your mind and tough 
it out a few more days," Freeman 
noted. "But this just rips you from 
everything you're attached to, like 
your family and comforts. It exposes 
all your weaknesses and forces you 
to rely on God. 

"This paints a much better pic­
ture of missionary life," she added. 

And she claimed she would not 
have it any other way. 

"It's been really good for me," 
Freeman said. ''I'm definitely think­
ing of making a career of this." 

For Grace Morehead, a scream­
ing newborn baby is a good sign. She 
knows that it means the baby boy 
is healthy. Senegalese babies face a 
high infant mortality rate. 

As Morehead rocks him, the baby 
begins calms down. 

"We prayed over him just that 
somehow he would grow up know­
ing that he is loved and that he 
would know Jesus," said Morehead, 

· a nursing student from Azusa Pacific 
University in California. 

She says the last four words of her 
prayers in the local language: "Ci tu-

MEDICAL ATIENTION College student Kari Freeman cleans a Senegalese boy's wound 
while volunteering at a clinic in Dakar, Senegal. 

uru Yeesu, ameen." 
In the name of Jesus, amen. 
Experiences like that have given 

Morehead a new definition of the 
life-giving work she said she feels 
called to do. 

"I always thought just missions 
would .not be enough and I had to 
do nursing, too," she explained. "But 
I've realized · God isn't confined to 
work through medical things. We 
can heal wounds, but we have to 
heal souls." 

Missionary Tim Horton admitted 
he lmows that frontline missions ex­
perience is what it takes to give stu­
dents a real look at missions work. 

To find out more about 
Fishing for Fishermen 
(F4F), e-mail David and 
Cheryl Johnson at 
davidandcheryljohnson 
@hotmail.com or visit 
www.gowestafrica.org. 

"God is going to grow in them a 
passion while they're here that He is 
going to use to bring them back to 
work for Him," he added. 

As a college student, Horton 
spent multiple summers serving in 
F4F. Now he and his wife serve as full­
time missionaries, discipling young 
Lebou believers and supervising the 
current generation of F4F mission­
aries. 

SUMMER BREAK Student Matt Herring 
plays with Senegalese children in Kayar, 
Senegal. Herring spent last summer in 
Senegal as part of the Fishing for Fish­
ermen program, which focuses on the 
Lebou people. (BP photos) 

"You can't gain a passion like that 
until you've been in the midst of 
the lostness and seen it," Horton ac­
lmowledged. 

With no church or pastor in his vil­
lage, he was hungry to learn what he 
could about Christ from the college 
students. 

The students have not only 
seen the lostness around them but 
worked among it to transform lives 
for Christ, he added. 

Lebou fisherman N'Gala Gueye 
accepted Christ last year thanks to 
the work of the F4F missionaries. 

"They came to be with us, to be 
our friends, to talk about the Bible, 
to bring us peace, and it is good," 
Gueye noted. "Through their ac­
tions and their spirit, they show us 
that they love Jesus. Whenever peo­
ple want to see the way of God, they 
can see it through the lives of these 
students." 

Student paints new picture of missions 
Senegal, West Africa (BP)-Jenny Barker is 

not a typical summer missionary. With col­
ored streal<s in her hair and a tiny rhinestone 
stud piercing in her nose, she is an artist confi­
dent that "the Lord can use that for His glory," 
she said. 

That is why the student from Hannibal-La­
Grange College in Missouri packed up her paint­
brushes and trekked to sub-Saharan Africa to 
take her heart-changing art to a place whete 
most have never heard-<lr seen-the truth of 
Christ. 

"I feel closest to God when I'm painting," 
Barker noted. "It's really worship for me, and 
it's amazing I can use it for His name and glo­
ry and purpose." 

For two months she painted and sketched 
in Senegal to reach out to the Lebou-a people 

. group of 1.5 million, nearly all of whom follow 
an animistic version oflslam. 

Women in colorful African print dresses 
lounge on straw mats on a sandy porch in the 
hot afternoon, sipping traditional hot tea. They 
listen intently to a 40-minute cassette of the Cre­
ation to Christ story in their own Wolof lan­
guage. But there are visuals, too. 

Barker has created her own canvas. She has 
attached a coarse cloth onto a piece of card­
board and a friend is acting as a human easel. As 
the tape begins, Barker dips her brush into the 
latex paint and sweeps out a circle-the begin­
ning of the world. 

"My art bel ps me cross the language barrier," 
Barker said. "It's an easy way to tell a story." 

As the narrator continues, Barker brings to 
life a·dozen Bible stories: a man and a woman, a 
giant boat of animals on raging waters, a sacri­
ficial lamb, a star in the sky. In the middle of it 
all, she paints a cross-the focal point of the sto­
ry the women are hearing for the first time. 

Barker finishes her painting just as the cas­
sette concludes. 

"Rafit Na!" the women exclaimed in Wolof. 
"They're saying it's beautiful," Barker trans­

lated. 

STORYTELLING Jenny Barker (left) paints a large ver­
sion of the storying cloth picture of the woman at the 
well. Barker and her roommate Leah Horton (right) 
participated in Fishing for Fishermen, a missions pro­
gram that focuses on the Lebou people of Senegal. 

During her two months in Senegal, Bark­
er sketched Bible stories for children, paint­
ed wall murals at a Baptist center and bright­
ened up the interiors of missionaries' homes. 
She aclmowledged that she hopes the images 
she leaves behind will bless onlookers long af­
ter she is gone. 

Barker also said she enjoyed living with a 
Muslim family, using her everyday life to illus­
trate Christ to them in a new way. 

"We just spend time with them and look for 
opportunities to share Bible stories or Scripture 
with them," she noted. "This has been a good 
stepping stone for what I hope to do in the fu­
ture." 

After she graduates from college, Barker 
plans to embark on a two-year International 
Mission Board Journeyman term. 

"I have a passion for art and for internation­
al missions," Barker explained. "God has just 
worked it out so nicely where I can do both. 
I've learned more often than not, your passion 
will fit somewhere. God gives you a gift and you 
should give it back to Him. It might not be as 
you planned, but the Lord is still going to use it 
for His purpose." 
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PRAYER 
PARTNERS 

Please pray for the 
following Kentucky 
Baptist ministries and 
missionaries: 

TrUck stop ministry 

MOUNTAINS TO THE MISSISSIPPI 
COMPILED BY STAFF 

• BRODHEAD-Luther Allen recently 
resigned as pastor of Brodhead 
Church. 
• EWING-Ewing Church recently 
called john Christerson as pastor. 
•LOUISVILLE-Woodland Church 
will host a 13-week Financial Peace 
University class each Sunday begin­
ning Jan. 13, 5:30 p.m. For more in­
formation, call Susanne jenkens at 
(502) 417-0041. 
• RAVENNA-Williams Memorial 
Church recently called Paul Hubbs 
as pastor. 

Rodney Travis, pastor of First 
Church since 2000, recently re­
tired after 42 years of ministry. 
The church will host a reception 
in his honor Jan. 13, 2 to 5 p.m. 

Alum sues to put Bible verse on brick 
Williamsport, Pa. (RNS)-James 

Pursley says he is a "proud alum­
nus of Penn State University" and 
a "devout Christian" who wants to 
memorialize. pride in his alma ma­
ter by buying a brick on the Alum­
ni Walk. 

Pursley, of Chicago, wants his 
name, year of graduation and "Josh­
ua 24:15" (not the full verse) in­
scribed on the brick, a request the 

university has rejected. 
The 2001 graduate filed a civ­

il rights suit in U.S. Middle District 
Court, calling the university's ac­
tion "a blatant case of content view­
point discrimination against reli­
gious speech ina public forum." 

Pursley states in the lawsuit that 
he was told his inscription was re­
jected because policy prevented re­
ligious messages. 
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~ CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

January 
17-19 Shepherding the Shepherd, 

Radisson Plaza Hotel, Lexington. 
24 Pastor/Staff Forum, Porter 

Memorial Baptist Church, 
Lexington. 

24-25 Quarterly Prayer Meeting for 
Spiritual Awakening, Hartford 
Baptist Church. 

25-26 Preschool/Children's Ministry 
Meeting, Baptist Building, 
Louisville. 

25-26 Regional Women on Mission 
Retreat, Laurel Lake Baptist Camp, 
Corbin. 

31-Feb. 2 Southeast Conclave, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 

February 
1-2 Deacon/Pastor/Spouse Retreat, 

Holiday Inn University Plaza, 
Bowling Green. 

16 Special Needs Meeting, Baptist 
Building, Louisville. 

18 Regional Church Financial Benefits 
Conference, First Baptist Church, 
Calvert City. 

19 Regional Church Financial Benefits 
Conference, Warren Association 
Office, Bowling Green. 

20 Regional Church Financial Benefits 
Conference, Anchor Baptist 
Church, Lexington . 

21 Regional Church Financial Benefits 
Conference, Erlanger Baptist 
Church. 

23 Hispanic Evangelism Conference 
and Hispanic Baptist Women's 
Event, Elizabethtown. 

23 Love 101 Conference, Living Hope 
Baptist Church, Bowling Green. 

25-26 Kentucky Baptist Evangelism 
Conference, Severns Valley Baptist 
Church , Elizabethtown. 

28-March 1 Handbell Festival , 
Paroquet Springs Confe rence 
Center, Shepherdsville. 

29-March 1 Creative Ministries 
Festival , Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville. · 

29-March 1 Mission Service Corps 
Basic Training, Baptist Building, 
Louisville. 

For more information, call (BOO) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org 

of Crittenden Baptist 
Association in 
Williamstown. This 
ministry, under the 
direction of David Wolf, 
provides a Sunday 
morning worship 
service at the Corinth 
truck stop chapel for 
truckers and others 
who choose to attend. 
Volunteers also give 
away evangelistic tracts, 
Bibles, New Testaments, 
CDs and tapes to those 
who want them. Pray 
that the materials 
taken will be effective 
in reaching those who 
listen and read them. 
Pray that truckers will 
find time during busy 
runs to attend services 
and hear the gospel as 
it is shared. CLASSIFIED Aos 
Mission Service Corps 
Missionary Harrell 
Riley of Princeton. 
Riley serves the job 
corps students on 
three campuses in 
Kentll(i<r and inmates 
and their families at 
the Western Kentud<y 
Correctional Complex 
in Eddyville. Riley 
and his ministry staff 
provide Bible studies, 
worship services, 
discipleship and follow-

. up with new converts 
as well as special 
evangelistic events. Pray 
for inmate dads in the 
correctional complex 
and their children who 
are participating in 
the Awana program. 
Pray for healing and 
restoration within the 
families of inmates as 
they discover the hope 
and eternal difference 
that Christ can make in 
their lives. 

If you would like 
Kentucky Baptists to 
join in praying for a 
ministry of your church 
or association, please 
send the information to 
Eric Allen at EricAllen 
@kybaptist.org or call 
(866) 489-3530. 

FOR SALE: Cookware (we stopped 
doing dinner parties). Beautiful new 
17-piece sets; heavy, surgical stain­
less steel, waterless, lifetime warran­
ty. Previously $2,000, now $295. $149 
knife set free with first five orders. 
vaposeal.com. (800) 4344628. 

NEEDED: Volunteers: Glorieta 
Conference Center. March-Novem­
ber in the mountains (7,500 feet) 18 
miles east of Santa Fe, N.M. Serve 
in maintenance, conference sup­
port, grounds and food service. 
Long-term commitments preferred 
with a minimum commitment of 
one month. Each volunteer works 
at least 30 hours a week for which 
Glorieta will provide: a full-hook­
up RV site, an apartment or hotel 
room, and meals (when available). 
For information/application: con­
tact the coordinator of volunteers 
at (505) 757-4298; mail request to PO 
Box 8, Glorieta, NM 87535; or down­
load information/application from 
our website: www.glorieta.com. 

SEEKING: Senior pastor for The 
Baptist Church at Andover, Lexing­
ton-Hamburg area. Huge growth 
potential-150 in worship now. Con­
servative Southern Baptist. Send re­
sume, CD/DVD to 3330 Todds Road, 
Lexington, KY 40509. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
students/recreation for Red House 
Baptist Church in Richmond, Ky. 
Candidate should possess a master's 
degree from an accredited seminary 
and at least five years of student min­
istry experience. Send resume via 
e-mail to dawn@redhousebc.com. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
music for growing church. Prima­
ry duties include leading choir 
and congregational singing, coor­
dinating music program and pre­
paring seasonal cantatas. Please 
send resume, references and DVD 
(if available) to: Minister of Music 
Search Committee, New Bethel Bap­
tist Church, 2022 Verona-Mudlick 
Road, Verona, KY 41092; or e-mail to 
nbbc2003@aol.com with "Minister 
of Music" for the subject. 

SEEKING: Full-time worship pas­
tor gifted in leading contemporary 

· praise/worship style services in seek­
er-sensitive environment. Signifi­
cant experience/education expect­
ed. Send resume to Bellevue Baptist 
Church, 519 W Byers Ave., Owens­
boro, KY 42303; fax: (270) 685-5134; 
e-mail to gfaulls@bellnet.org. 

SEEKING: Minister of music for 
a growing congregation in Hod­
genville, Ky. Duties include leading 
a comprehensive music program, 
choir and blended worship services. 
Please send resume, references and 
a DVD if available to: Music Minister 
Search Committee, South Fork Bap­
tist Church, 4915 New Jackson Hwy., . 
Hodgenville, KY 42748. 

SEEKING: Pastor for Burlington 
Baptist Church, located near Cin­
cinnati in Boone County, one ofKen­
tucl<y's fastest growing areas. Con­
temporary and traditional worship 
services. Preferred is at least 5 years 
senior-pastor experience and a sem­
inary degree. Send resume to Pastor 
Search Committee, Burlington Bap­
tist Church, PO Box 48, Burlington, 
KY 41005; or lkmc9@insightbb.com 
by Jan. 31, 2008. 

SEEKING: Associate pastor. An in­
novative and contemporary church 
with a proven track record of being 
on the edge is looking for a minister 
who will work with our senior pas­
tor to lead our church to the next 
level. Responsibilities include: over­
sight and leadership in the develop­
ment of a vibrant adult small group 
ministry; working closely with the 
senior pastor in the pulpit minis­
try; and sharing a part of the admin­
istrative coordination of outreach/ 
assimilation strategies and missional 
service ministries. Applicants should 
demonstrate creativity, strong teach­
ing gifts, a passion for innovation 
and administrative skills. Send re­
sume to: Nild<i Heiserman, admin­
istrative assistant, New Work Fellow­
ship, 1611 S Main Street, Suite 3, Hop­
l<insville, KY 42240; nild<iheiserman 
@newworkfellowship.org. 

SEEKING: Pastor for First Baptist 
Church, Providence, Ky. Resume to 
Ray Gobin, 214 Benjamin Terrace, 
Providence, KY 42450. 

SEEKING: Pastor-God's choice for 
our small, growing, rural church in 
southern Kentucl<y. Salary plus ben­
efits package. Send to: Resume, 812 
Walnut St., Franklin, KY 42134; or via 
e-mail: chatty54@multipro.com. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
music for Cecilia Baptist Church 
(12-20 hours a week). Experienced 
individual · with lmowledge of mu­
sic, directing congregation and 
choir. Send resume to Cecilia Baptist 
Church, 416 East Main St., Cecilia, KY 
42724, Attn: Personnel Committee; 
or e-mail resume to bettina@cecilia 
baptistchurch.com. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for An­
d1or Church, a non-traditional, Spir­
it-filled church with Southern Bap­
tist doctrine, seel<ing God's direc­
tion and will. If by seel<ing God's will 
in your life you sense His leading to­
ward Anchor Church, please contact 
us at: Pastor Search Committee, An­
chor Church, 3126 Riggs Ave., Er­
langer, KY 41018; or e-mail sjmorri 
son@insightbb.com. If you !mow of 
someone who is seeking a church 
lil<e Anchor, please send your sugges­
tion to the same address. 

SEEKING: Senior pastor. First Bap­
tist Church ofLeitchfield, Ky., seeks a 
visionary leader who is called by God 
to minister to people of all ages. This 
position requires strong communi­
cation and leadership skills, includ­
ing the willingness to empower oth­
ers to lead and work with other staff 
ministers. Individual must be an en­
ergetic, dynamic man who has a pas­
sion for community evangelism and 
soul winning as well as a loving, car­
ing heart for guiding the spiritual 
development of others. His strong, 
disciplined prayer life will allow him 
to recognize God 's calling to this 
church and this ministry opportuni­
ty. Please submit resume to Ed Cart­
er, Pastor Search Team leader, PO Box 
411, Leitchfield, KY 42755. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth and chil­
dren's minister. Please send resume 
to Palomar Baptist Church, 2190 Ft. 
Harrods Drive, Lexington, KY 40515, 
Attn: Youth Search Committee. For 
details, call Kimberly Goard at (859) 
963-1400. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
music for Chaplin Baptist Church 
(www.chaplinbaptist.org) in north­
eastern Nelson County. Housing is 
available. Submit resume to Chap­
lin Baptist Church, PO Box 93, 
Chaplin, KY 40012, Attn: Music 
SeaJ;Ch Committee; or via e-mail to 
fugitt@bellsouth.net. 

SEEKING: Full-time senior pastor 
for non-traditional, Spirit-led Bap­
tist church. Lool<ing for a shepherd 
to disciple a diverse community in 
a deeper walk with God, and to in­
crease His Kingdom in the Greater 
Cincinnati-Northern Kentucl<y area. 
Will need to work with elders to de­
velop a staff and rebuild our church 
family. Preferred requirements: mas­
ter of divinity degree and five to 10 
years experience. Send resume to 
Highland Hills Baptist Church, 132 
South Grand Ave., Fort Thomas, KY 
41075. Accepting resumes through 
Jan. 31, 2008. 

SEEKING: Part-time worship/choir 
leader for two morning worship 
hours for outreach-driven church. 
Blended worship, early worship 
band, late worship choir/ensemble, 
seasonal cantata. Diverse congrega­
tion, long-tenured staff. Interested 
individuals forward resumes to First 
Baptist Church, PO Box 296, Carroll­
ton, KY 41008. Phone: (502) 732-4396. 

SEEKING: Pastor for First Baptist 
Church, a small Southern Baptist 
congregation nearing its 200th an­
niversary. Located in the heart of 
Newport, Ky. (near Cincinnati), FBC 
seeks a pastor to lead the church in 
growth as we continue to be an es­
sential part of our changing commu­
nity. Applicants should send resu­
mes to: Pastor Search Committee, cfo 
Michael Turner, 141 Ridge Hill Drive, 
Highland Heights, KY 41076. 
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Defying life's expectations 
Tennessee man overcomes own disability 
to minister to others who suffer physically 
By Erin Roach 
Baptist Press 

Nashville (BP)-The youth minister 
asked everyone in the circle to stand 
up and join hands to pray, but Rog­
er Rice did not have any arms, much 
less hands. It was his first time at 
church after a long absence and he 
was skeptical about how he would 
be treated. 

"I wondered how he was going to 
react to me being right next to him," 
Rice recalled of the youth minis­
ter at Westwood Baptist Church in 
Nashville. "But without any hesita­
tion at all, he reached and touched 
me on the shoulder. It was at that 
moment that God touched my heart 
and I realized how stupid I had been 
and that I needed Christ in my life." 

Rice, who stands three feet, four 
inches tall, was born with severe 
physical handicaps caused by an in­
adequately tested drug that was in­
tended to prevent miscarriages and 
control morning sickness. Medical 
professionals advised Rice's parents 
to place him in a nursing horne be­
cause of the burden he would be to 
them and because his quality of life 
appeared dim. 

But a nurse at the hospital where 
Rice was born privately told his 
mother not to do so because God 
had a plan for his life that would 
not come to fruition if he were aban­
doned. 

The first five years of Rice's life 
were largely spent in hospitals 
where doctors experimented with 
casts, leg braces and artificial arms. 
In the end, his body proved to be too 
small for any of the experiments to 
work. Doctors said he wouldn't live 
past age 10 . . 

At age 11, Rice mustered the de­
termination to learn to walk, first 
by leaning on a coffee table until 
his legs were strong enough to sup­
port his body. At 16, he was accept­
ed into high school and eventual­
ly he served as president of the Stu­
dent Government Association at Co­
lumbia State Community College in 
Tennessee. 

He had defied the expectations 
of those who said he would nev­
er amount to anything, and he still 
had more to show them. Rice said 
he was on top of the world when he 
transferred from Columbia State to 

Memphis State University with plans 
ofbecorning an attorney. 

"This was before the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. They did do 
some modifications for me, but they 
fell short," Rice recalled. "I couldn't 
get in buildings. I'd sit there and 
have to wait and wait and wait to 
get in." 

Once, Rice found himself caught 
in a terrible thunderstorm that God 
would use to alter the course of his 
life, he noted. He was outside his 
dormitory, and no one was there to 
help him get inside. 

"I could get in my room if I was 
inside the building, but I could 
not get in the building," he said. "I 
was caught out in the storm, and it 
scared me to death." 

Rice, who today moves around in 
a power wheelchair and uses his feet 
to do nearly everything a person's 
hands would, returned to Nashville 
and obtained a broadcasting license. 
He approached a small town radio 
station near Nashville and asked for 
a job, but was turned away. 

"The station manager said that 
he was looking for someone who 
had three arms, much less someone 
who didn't have any," Rice noted. 

Meeting David 
Soon after, God orchestrated an 

encounter that would give renewed 
purpose to Rice's life following two 
failed career attempts. He heard 
about a young man with physical 
disabilities who was confined to a 
nursing horne, and Rice went to vis­
it him. 

"When I got to the door of his 
room, he thought that I was lost and 
was going to help me find the right 
room," Rice recalled. "I said, 'No, I'm 
here to see you.' He was shocked. 

"As I went on in and started talk­
ing to him, he told me that I was the 
first person to come to see him spe­
cifically since his parents," Rice con­
tinued. "He was only 22 at the time 
that I met him, and somewhere 
around 18 or 19 his family brought 
him to this nursing horne and liter­
ally left him at the steps. They left 
him outside, and they never came 
back." 

The young man, named David, 
told Rice to look out the window at 
the nearby shopping mall. He then 

FAMILY MAN God blessed Roger Rice with a wife, Martha, and a daughter, Pricila­
Melina, just when he wondered if he would ever marry and after people teased him 
that he would never have a child of his own. 

asked Rice to look at his roommate, 
someone who Rice remembered 
looked dead except for his chest 
moving to indicate breathing. 

David told Rice he could look out 
the window at the world's charms 
but was stuck inside with death, and 
he had lost the will to live. A short 
time later, David died of complica­
tions from a common cold. 

"That's when I realized what my 
mother was told when I was a baby, 
'Don't put Roger in a nursing horne 
because God has a plan for him, and 
if you put him in a nursing horne 
that plan will not come to fruition,'" 
Rice said, adding that the encounter 
with David also planted a seed for 
wanting to help others avoid the 
young man's fate. 

In 1987, when Rice was 29 years 
old, a teenage friend repeatedly 
asked him to go to church. But each 
time, Rice gave an excuse for why he 
could not go. 

Finally, Rice agreed to go just 
once, and found himself with his 
friend at Westwood Baptist, in a cir­
cle, sitting beside that youth minis­
ter. Rice was not a Christian, though 
his mother had always told him, 
"Roger, God is watching you," here­
called. 

When God broke through to his 
heart using the youth minister's 
compassion, Rice said he knew what 
he had to do. He was baptized short­
ly the~;eafter, and became a Sunday 
school teacher, Royal Ambassadors 
leader and even an interim youth 
minister at Westwood. 

In 1997, Rice met Martha Santana 
through a mutual friend, and three 
months later they were married. A 
year later, their daughter, Pricila­
Melina;was born. 

"God double-blessed me with the 
wife that I thought I'd never find 
and with a·daughter," he declared. "I 
had been teased that I'd never have a 
child of my own, and within a year 
and three days, God gave me both." 

As if his own survival story was 
not enough, since meeting David in 
the nursing horne, a desire had been 
growing in Rice to help others with 
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physical disabilities. 

Living as a missionary 
Prirnera Iglesia Bautista, the 

church Rice now attends in Nash­
ville, has made him an official mis­
sionary to physically challenged 
adults. He has even founded a non­
profit ministry called Look Mom, No 
Arms with the goal ofbuilding 20 in­
dividual homes and a center with 
assistive technology for physically 
challenged adults. 

"The center will be the focal point 
of the community," Rice said. "It will 
draw clients from all over the U.S. 
We'll have four hotel-like suites for 
out-<:lf-town clients, and they can 
stay there while our rehab engineers 
evaluate them and determine what 
kind of equipment they need.'' 

In order to get his dream off the 
ground, Rice said he is trying to raise 
money. The first step in the process 
was to secure a minivan donated by 
two Nashville auto dealers, which 
he received last summer. Now he is 
on a quest to raise $100,000 to cov­
er the cost of high-tech equipment 
that will enable him to drive the van 
himself. 

"This van will become a fund­
raising tool for me," he added. "No­
where in their wildest imagination 
would someone believe that a little 
guy that's only 3 (feet), 4 (inches tall) 
and doesn't have any arms would be 
able to drive. And I'll be able to show 
them." 

Rice shares his Christian testimo­
ny with churches to create awareness 
about the potential physically chal­
lenged people have to live a mostly 
normal life. When Jesus walked the 
earth, Rice said, He healed people 
physically and spiritually. 

"One thing He would usually do 
was meet them where they were 
at," Rice said. "Whatever their needs 
were, He would meet that need first. 

"I've been very blessed that peo­
ple helped me with my struggles, 
and now God wants me to help those 
who aren't as fortunate-in both 
ways, in helping meet their physical 
needs and their spiritual needs." 

FUND RAISER Roger 
Rice stands in front of a 
minivan that two Nashville 
auto dealers donated 
to his ministry. Rice 
hopes to raise $100,000 
to purchase adaptive 
equipment that will allow 
him to drive. Standing 
at three feet, four inches 
tall, he was born with no 
arms and other physical 
abnormalities. Today, he 
shares his story of how 
Christ transformed him 
and encourages other 
Christians to help those 
with physical disabilities. 
(BP photos) 



t Tithe Your Retireme nt 
Assets At Death 
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U~like other assets in your estate, your IRA, 401 K, 403b andjor other 
retirement assets have the potential of being taxed twice -- they are part of your 

estate for estate tax purposes and your beneficiaries will pay income taxes on the distributions 

Designating your church andjor other charitable organizations as the beneficiary of 
retirement assets avoids the double taxation -- y~ur estate gets an estate tax charitable 

deduction and the distributions to charity are not taxable since the charity is exempt 
from income taxes 

Using your retirement assets for charitable gifts at death allows you to have 
complete control and use of them as long as you need them, which is why you 

have them in the first place 

Tithing your retirement assets allows you to be faithful to the Biblical 
principle of giving out of your substance (Proverbs 3:9) 

Your IRA, 401 K, 403b andjor other retirement assets were likely funded 
with tax deferred contributions on which you probably have not tithed 

Your retirement assets may have capital appreciation on which you 
have probably not tithed 

Want to learn more about tithing your retirement assets at death? 

Contact' 

Barry G Allen, President 

Laurie W. Valentine, Trust Counsel 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION 

www.kybaptistfoundation.org 

1.866.489.3533 
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