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‘Take off the armor’

Pastors from across Kentucky celebrate during a'l time of wo}ship at the Shepherding the Shepherd conference Jan. 17-19 in
Lexington. More than 250 pastors and their spouses attended the annual event sponsored by the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion and Baptist Healthcare System. (Photo by Drew Nichter)

Pastors gather for renewal at KBC ‘Shepherding’ event

By Drew Nichter
News Director

Lexington—Now that the rush of
Christmas has passed and a new
year is under way, what is a pas-
tor to do? More than 250 Kentucky
Baptist pastors and their spouses
packed up and headed to Lexing-
ton Jan. 17-19 for the annual Shep-
herding the Shepherd conference.

Now in its 10th year, Shepherd-
ing the Shepherd, sponsored by
the Kentucky Baptist Convention
and Baptist Healthcare System, is
designed to allow the leaders of
Kentucky Baptist churches to gath-
er in one place and recharge their
batteries.

“This is a time for them to come
in, take off the armor ... for a few

days and find themselves person-
ally renewed and refreshed,” ex-
plained Richard Adams, director of
the KBC’s leadership development
department.

“It’s a good way to start a new
year,” declared Laverne Crawford,
who attended with her husband,
Sam, who is pastor of Immanuel
[ See Shepherding the ... Page 3

Baptist ministries
expand in wake of
violence in Kenya

Nairobi, Kenya—The ramifications
of Kenya’s post-election violence are
rapidly escalating into a humanitar-
ian crisis.

The United Nations estimates
more than 250,000 Kenyans have
been internally displaced since the
Dec. 27 election. Nearly 600 have
died in a wave of clashes after the
opposition claimed the election had
been rigged.

Makeshift camps of displaced
people steadily pop up at police sta-
tions, church courtyards and city
stadiums. In the first crucial days of
the crisis, Baptist Global Response,
along with the Southern Baptist In-
ternational Mission Board, respond-
ed tocritical hunger needs.

“We’ve been able to help with
feeding at seven different sites
across the country,” said Mark Hat-
field, director of Baptist Global Re-
sponse work in sub-Saharan Africa.

Despite the wave of violence,
classes began as scheduled Jan. 14 at
the Kenya campus of Wayland Bap-
tist University, a Texas-based Bap-
tist school.

The Wayland campus, which of
fers classes along with Kenya Bap-
tist Theological College, became a
temporary shelter for about 200 of
the refugees.

Baptist World Aid, the relief and
development arm of the Baptist
World Alliance, sent $10,000 to the
All Africa Baptist Fellowship for re-
lief work in Kenya. The group sent
another $5,000 to Uganda to provide
for Kenyan refugees who have fled to
that nation.

Compiled from reporting by Baptist Press and
Associated Baptist Press

Survey finds most Americans support public religious expression

Phoenix (BP)—Most Americans be-
lieve it should be legal to have vol-
untary student-led prayers at public
school events, display the Ten Com-
mandments’ inside a court build-
ing and allow religious displays on
city-owned property, according to re-
search released by Ellison Research
of Phoenix.

As part of the survey, Ellison
presented a number of scenarios
to a representative sample of 1,007
American adults and asked wheth-
er various modes of religious expres-
sion generally should or should not
be legal in the United States.

Results indicated that 90 percent
said the law should supportreligious
groups renting public property, such
as a public school gym or a library
room; 89 percent said it should be le-
gal for a public school teacher to per-
mit a moment of silence for prayer
or contemplation for all students
during class time; and 88 percent
believe it should be legal for pub-
lic school teachers to wear religious
symbols during class time.

Ellison also found that 87 per-
cent believe voluntary studentled
prayers at public school events, such
as football games or graduation cer-
emonies, should be legal; 83 percent
believe the display of a nativity scene
on city property should be legal; and
79 percent said it should be legal to
display a copy of the Ten Command-
ments inside a court building.

Those who responded were less
unified in their answers to three spe-
cific scenarios. Sixty percent believe
the display of a scene honoring Islam
on city property during the Muslim
holiday Ramadan should be legal. At
the same time, 25 percent of those
surveyed said a nativity scene should
be legal but not a display honoring
Islam. One percent believe honoring
Islam should be legal while a nativi-
ty scene should be outlawed.

Also, 52 percent believe it should
be legal for a religious club in a high
school or university to determine for
itself who can be in their member-
ship, even if certain types of people
are excluded, and 33 percent said it

should be legal for a landlord to re-
fuse to rent an apartment to a homo-
sexual couple.

While highly religious Americans
as well as those who have a conserva-
tive political viewpoint strongly sup-
port individual religious and moral
rights, Ellison found that a high pro-
portion of non-eligious Americans
and those who have a more liberal
political viewpoint share a similar
perspective.

For instance, 92 percent of peo-
ple who regularly attend religious
worship services believe voluntary
studentled prayers at public school
events should be legal, while 83 per-
cent of those who do not regularly
attend worship services also agree.

Solid majorities of people who do
not attend religious services agree it
should be legal to have a moment of
silence in public school classes, for
teachers to wear religious symbols
during class, for religious displays to
be allowed on city property, for reli-
gious groups to have equal access to
public facilities and for the Ten Com-

mandments to be displayed inside a
court building.

Ron Sellers, president of Ellison
Research, said this research shows
that the labels placed on people of-
ten do not accurately define who
they are and what they believe.

“There’s too often a stereotype
in today’s world that one side—be
they defined as churchgoers, con-
servatives, the religious right, Re-
publicans, evangelicals or whatev-
er—want to turn the US. into a the-
ocracy or shove religion down every-
one’s throats, while the other side—
again, be they called Democrats,
the non-religious, liberals or the
unchurched—are anti-religion and
fighting to make this a purely secu-
lar society,” Sellers said.

“On most of these issues, these
different groups have a lot more in
commion than the stereotypes would
suggest,” he added. “Most people
simply support the right to individ-
ual religious expression, even if an-
other person may not like that ex-
pression.”
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“We must walk
with integrity, and
not demand, but
serve our pastors.”
Evangelist Glenn

Sheppard of Glenwood,
Mo.

SBC evangelists evaluate culture, integrity

By Michael Chute
Baptist Press
Jackson, Tenn. (BP)—Cultural is-
sues facing the church, as well as
lack of integrity by some
evangelists, are undermin-
ing the effectiveness of
Southern Baptist evange-
lists, according to partici-
pants in a recent evangelism
summit in Jackson, Tenn.
Jerry Drace of Humboldt,
Tenn., called together- 15
prominent Southern Baptist

s i

evangelists, representing Jerry Drace

more than 450 years of min-

istry, to take stock of the challenges
they face and address possible solu-
tions to diminishing opportunities
among the Southern Baptist Con-
vention’s 44,000-plus churches.

An opening question for the sum-
mit considered whether the days of
mass evangelism are over in South-
ern Baptist life.

“The public proclamation of the
gospel always works,” said Hal Poe,
professor of faith and culture at
Union University in Jackson. “For
2,000 years, in every time, place and
culture, the public proclamation of
the gospel works ... because ‘the gos-
pel is the power of God unto salva-
tion to those that believe.”

Keys to safeguarding ministry

A key theme of the summit was
integrity among evangelists to safe-
guard their ministries and maintain
the image of the office—dealing with
finances, reporting results, main-
taining relationships with pastors,
nurturing their families and even
crediting others if using their mate-
rial in preaching.

“When pastors say, ‘Evangelis-

tically speaking,” you know what
they’re saying—we’re going to ex-
aggerate,” lamented Drace, who,
as president of the Conference of
Southern Baptist Evange-
lists in 2000, led the group
to adopt “Affirmations of
Accountability,” a code of
ethics.

“What we preach, we
better live; what we sing,
we better live. So many of
the Southern Baptist evan-
gelists are just outstanding
men and women of integ-
rity—the vast majority are,”
Drace noted. “But I lose respect for
somebody when they have sold out
themselves.”

Participants chaffed over the neg-
ative image of evangelists in today’s
secular culture but acknowledged
some in their ranks have contribut-
ed to that view.

“We are fighting against the me-
dia because of televangelists,” said
Sammy Tippit of San Antonio, Tex-
as. He said the late Jerry Falwell was
known worldwide as an evangelist
because of his TV ministry but not-
ed that he was a pastor. He pointed
out that Jim Bakker was a televange-
list, alluding to the “PTL Club” scan-
dal that led to his resignation from
the ministry. “In everybody’s mind
they’re thinking of us this way and
we need to redefine that (image).”

Drace asked Baptist churches in
the Jackson area to invite the evan-
gelists to preach in worship servic-
es Jan. 6. The evangelists came from
ministries based in eight states: Ken-
tucky, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi,
Missouri, Oklahoma, Tennessee and
Texas. He then brought the pastors
and evangelists together in a round-

table discussion Jan. 7.

Several pastors spoke to the cul-
tural challenges facing churches in
trying to host evangelistic events.
Ken Story, pastor of Malesus Bap-
tist Church 1n Jackson, said that “in
the 1950s, you could open your door,
put up a shingle that said ‘church,’
and the world came. Everything in
the culture pressured people to go
to church.

“It’s not that way today—they’re
running from you as hard as they
can go. Not only evangelism but
churches are tarnished by our cul-
ture. Words like ‘revival’ are passé
that people laugh at if you adver-
tise it. You have to find some way to
present the gospel to where it meets
aneed.”

Trust strengthens relationships

Participants called for building
stronger pastor-evangelist relation-
ships, identifying trust as an under-
lying issue.

Chuck Williams, pastor of Jack-
son’s Calvary Baptist Church, talked
about the pressure he has felt from
some evangelists. “If the love offer-
ing’s not there, it’s my fault. If the
decisions aren’t there, it’s my fault,”
Williams said. “That’s the bottom
line.”

Glenn Sheppard of Glenwood,
Mo., who has preached in more than
160 countries over a 45-year evange-
lism career, publicly apologized to
the pastors.

“We must walk with integrity,
and not demand, but serve our pas-
tors,” Sheppard said. “Forgive us.
Forgive the heritage that’s done this
kind of thing. There’s a generation
of us who want to work and walk in
integrity and are determined to so.”

Evangelists voice concerns over Calvinism trend

By Michael Chute
Baptist Press

Jackson, Tenn. (BP)—A group of
15 evangelists meeting in Jackson,
Tenn., Jan. 7-8 said they have con-
cerns about the growth of Calvinism
and the rise of a Willow Creeksstyle
of non-confrontational evangelism
within Southern Baptist churches.

The conference was initiated
by Jerry Drace, an evangelist from
Humboldt, Tenn., who invited prom-
inent evangelists from eight states
to diScuss issues vital to the evange-
lists’ ministry.

A LifeWay Research study re-
leased in November reported about
10 percent of Southern Baptist pas-
tors identified themselves as Calvin-
ists. However, 29 percent of recent
SBC seminary graduates espouse
Calvinist doctrine.

A few summit participants said
the movement toward Calvinism
has come on secular university cam-
puses through organizations such as
Campus Crusade for Christ and In-
terVarsity.

“In a broad sense, it’s happening
on Christian college campuses too,
as Calvinism appeals to young peo-
ple who are wanting a more intel-
lectual approach to Christianity,”
said Hal Poe, professor of faith and
culture at Union University in Jack-
son. “Southern Baptists neglected se-
rious Christian education from the
early 1960s, and that’s when all the
trouble started.”

Poe said the “greatest mission-
ary” for Calvinism in the local
church is John Piper, a Reformed
Baptist theologian, preacher and au-
thor who is pastor for preaching and
vision of Bethlehem Baptist Church
in Minneapolis.

“He’s effective because he’s so
passionate,” Poe said. “He holds
huge, stadium-type events that are
riproaring. There’s nobody else do-
ing anything like that so he becomes
(Calvinism’s) expositor. But John Pip-
er’s version of Calvinism is not some-
thing John Calvin would espouse, or
even that Charles Spurgeon woul
espouse.” ;

Drace told the group he currently
is working with some young pastors
who are “so leaning in this morphed
Calvinism that they almost laugh at
evangelism. It’s almost to the extent
that they believe they don’t have to
do it. So (Calvinism) gives them an
excuse not to do evangelism.”

Wayne Bristow of Edmond, Okla.,
added that he is distressed about
having to “tiptoe” around terminol-
ogy for fear someone will misunder-
stand or take his comments anoth-
er direction. For example, he said
he has always told people who have
asked that he can preach and give an
invitation with authority and confi-
dence because he believes in the sov-
ereignty of God.

“When I preach, I know the Holy
Spirit is at work in the hearts of peo-
ple in that congregation—arresting

them, convicting them, convincing
them and drawing them to Christ,”
Bristow said. “If I didn’t believe that,
I have no authority; I have no confi-
dence. All I did would be in my own
strength, and I would be forced im-
mediately into a ministry of ma-
nipulation. But we live in a time
now where (Calvinism) has come so
much to the forefront that when
you say something like that then ...
you've got to be labeled.”

The evangelists also attributed
a Bill Hybels-style of seeker-friendly
evangelism as a contributing factor
to fewer evangelism opportunities
in churches.

“When the pastor preaches on
Sunday morning in a Hawaiian
shirt, shorts and tennis shoes, do you
think he’s going to bring in this fire-
breathing evangelist who wears a tie
and black suit and have him stand
up there and tell people that they
are going to hell?” asked Michael
Gott of Keller, Texas.

“Do you think he’s going to
change that whole user-friendly ap-
proach to have somebody like you or
me tell people that they must recog-
nize there’s something wrong, and
what’s wrong must be changed,
and the only one to change it is Je-
sus Christ?

“They’re going to try to woo them
step by step, overextending friend-
ship evangelism, to the point that
confrontational evangelism is not
part of the package.”

Seminary declines
to alter diploma of
transgender grad

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

Louisville (RNS)—Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary
officials have declined a request
to change the full name on the
diploma of a 1998 male gradu-
ate who has since undergone
surgery to become a woman.

Ronnie Elise Elrod, who goes
by her new middle name, had
asked that Southern Seminary
change its records to reflect her
new legal name. The seminary
instead has reissued Elrod a di-
ploma that includes her mid-
dle initial rather than her pre-
vious full name, Ronnie Eugene
Elrod.

“We have an institutional
policy that we do not change
names on diplomas,” said
Southern President Albert Moh-
ler. “That’s just the bottom
line.”

Mohler said the school also
doesn’t change names to note
a change in someone’s marital
status.

“If you're married, if you
change your name, if you move
to another planet—it doesn’t
matter,” he added. “We’re not
going to change the name on
a diploma. ... That long predat-
ed anyone asking for it for this
reason.”

Name changed on transcript

The seminary did change El-
rod’s transcript to read “Ronnie
Elise Elrod” last year.

Mohler said name chang-
es generally are permitted on
a transcript to help former stu-
dents apply to other institu-
tions.

“That’s an internal docu-
ment between academic insti-
tutions and not a public docu-
ment,” he said. :

Elrod, who began her transi-
tion in 1999, is a Nashville-based
public speaker who talks about
bias and gender identity in
churches and universities. The
56-year-old former Southern
Baptist pastor remains married
to her spouse of 37 years.

Mohler has been vocal in
questioning whether a man can
truly change into a woman or
vice versa, but he views that asa
separate issue from the school’s
diploma policy.

Mohler cited the Southern
Baptist faith statement, which
calls “the gift of gender ... part
of the goodness of God’s cre-
ation.”

Mohler said gender is “some-
thing that is assigned by God”
and surgery may change how an
individual looks but not their
“chromosomal structure.”

“We would want to respond
with pastoral concerns to per-
sons who are struggling with
this issue,” he said. “But we can-
not endorse any confusion of
gender and certainly not the no-
tion of a sex change or sex as-
signment and the surgery that
may be involved.”
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Shepherding the Shepherd

Pastors from across I(entuc/ey gather for time of rest, relaxation and renewal

Continued from page 1

Baptist Church in Pikeville. The
Crawfords have missed only one
Shepherding the Shepherd event in
its history, and she said they look
forward to it each year. “It’s a growth
time,” she added, “bringing us closer
and bringing us back to God.”

While rest and relaxation are at
the top of the list for the conference,
Adams pointed out that it is also
designed to send pastors and their
spouses back to their home church-
es with “a sense of wholeness and in-
tegrity that they can maintain (and)
that they can stay committed to and
renewed in their sense of purpose
and calling.”

Incorporating the theme of “Lead-
ership Integrity,” the conference fea-
tured a handful of guest speakers,
worship times led by Dave Bullock
and dBNetwork Band from Wiscon-
sin, a series of specialized breakout
sessions, and even a date night on
Friday evening for couples to hit the
town for some time alone together.

It is also a time to reconnect with
old friends, noted Wayne Spivey, pas-
tor of Cynthiana Baptist Church.

“We’ve actually made relation-
ships with people that we’ve met
here ... and we look forward to see-
ing them,” he said.

Spivey added that Shepherding
gives him an opportunity to simply
participate in worship.

“It’s a chance to ... worship the
Lord without the responsibilities of
leading worship,” he explained.

A call for intregrity

Echoing the conference’s theme,
guest speaker Carlisle Driggers pro-
claimed that now, more than any
other time, the “need for pastor
integrity is strong” in the United
States.

“You are in a vital place of respon-
sibility in this country,” he said, urg-
ing pastors to get involved in what’s
.going on in the country and the
world. “Do net put yourself on the

TIME TDGETHER Pastors and the/r wives scour the book table for some good reading
material at the Shepherding the Shepherd conference in Lexington. Those in atten-
dance were treated to a series of worship services, guest speakers and even a date
night for each couple. (Photo by Drew Nichter)

sidelines,” he encouraged.

Driggers, who recently retired as
executive director of the South Car-
olina Baptist Convention, stressed
that the gospel is “spreading across
this world like never before,” and
that pastors need to adjust their
mindset to be about “the Kingdom
of God here on earth.”

And that Kingdom is quickly ex-
panding, Driggers noted, pointing
out examples of the rise of Christi-
anity all over the world, including in
the war-torn country of Iraq, where
15 churches were started by mission-
aries in 2007.

“It’s not just about church
growth,” he told the pastors. “It’s
about growing the Kingdom of God
here on earth that Jesus died on the
cross to save.”

Church growth is one of many
concerns of Kentucky Baptist pas-
tors. And with that growth, conflict
can follow, according to Dale Huff,
director of LeaderCare and church
administration for the Alabama Bap-
tist State Convention.

Huff, whose primary role is to
help churches deal with church dis-

putes, called conflict the “greatest
test of integrity as a minister.”

“Nothing challenges your integ-
rity more than when you’re in the
middle of a conflict and you’re the
one being shot at,” he said.

The former Kentucky Baptist pas-
tor pointed out research that shows
the No. 1 cause of conflict within
Southern Baptist churches is the is-
sue of control. “Who’s calling the
shots?” Huff asked. “Who’s deter-
mining the direction?”

Seek to address conflict

He also noted that churches deal-
ing with conflict within the congre-
gation often do so because they do
not address the problem early on. To
better manage it, Huff stressed, lead-
ers must see conflict as “an opportu-
nity to get in touch with reality.”

“We make better decisions when

we’re in touch with reality,” he add-

ed.

Huff urged pastors not to avoid
disagreements and wait for them
to “blow up,” noting that “the fun-
damental biblical direction to deal
with conflict is to approach it.”

Rallies opposing casinos scheduled in Frankfort

Frankfort—As the battle over ex-
panded gambling heats up in Ken-
tucky, a pair of anti-gambling ral-
lies will be held in early February
at the Kentucky State Capitol in
Frankfort.

A press conference led by the
Kentucky Baptist African-American
Pastors’ Fellowship will be held Feb.
6 at 10 a.m., and a women’s rally is
set for Feb. 12 at 9:30 a.m. Both will
be held in the Capitol Rotunda.

Willis Polk, president of the Af
rican-American Pastors’ Fellowship

cost?”” Polk asked.

The women’s rally will be co-
sponsored by WAGE (Women
Against Gambling Expansion) and
Say No to Casinos, an educational
organization of the Family Trust
Foundation of Kentucky.

Joy Bolton, executive director
of Kentucky Baptist Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union, will be among the
featured speakers at the women'’s
rally.

In a letter sent this week to WMU
leaders, Bolton noted, “This year

ties,” Bolton emphasized that “we
as women must oppose expanded
gambling in our state.”

Urging WMU members to “con-
tact your state representative and
express opposition to expanded
gambling in Kentucky,” Bolton said
expanded gambling “is not good for
our economy or for our families.
The cost of the problems that gam-
bling creates far outweighs the in-
come generated. We can find better
ways to finance needed programs in
our state.”

With all of the stress that comes
with being the pastor of a church,
one of the core challenges is main-
taining one’s integrity in times of
high stress, according to Dan and
Mary Southerland.

The husband and wife team, who
lead the young Next Level Church in
Charlotte, N.C., discussed the impor-
tance of stress management in the
lives of pastors and their spouses,
noting that stress is unavoidable.

“We need to expect stress,” Dan
Southerland pointed out. “It’s a nor-
mal part of life. If you are waiting for
the moment in life where you have
everything you want ... it’s never go-
ing to happen.”

Mary Southerland underscored
the importance of managing stress,
saying that doing so properly can
“make or break your ministry.”

Explaining that a “peaceful
church is a dead church,” Dan
Southerland reminded pastors that
“it is in the midst of chaos that God
shows up.”

The Southerlands also noted that
the goal in ministry and life is not
to eliminate stress, but to have safe-
guards in place to manage the pres-
sures that will inevitably come. In
order to do this, Southerland en-
couraged pastors to schedule down-
time and to “learn the value of sol-
itude.”

“There is a part of God you cannot
know on the run,” he added. “The
busier we are, the more we need reg-
ular solitude.”

The Southerlands noted that pas-
tors can manage stress further by
balancing relationships in their lives
and by doing only “what God called
you to do.”

Southerland described a pastor’s
ministry as a bus, noting that lead-
ers must be willing to get on the bus,
get off the bus and also change seats
on the bus.

“When you are in the right seat
on the right bus, your stress level
will diminish,” he affirmed.

Kentucky CP giving behind
budget through December

Louisville—Four months into the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention’s 2007-08 fiscal year, Cooperative Program giving re-

mains behind budget.

Through the end of December, giving was more than
$900,000 (11.3 percent) below budget.

Kentucky Baptist churches contributed a total of
$7,096,397 through December, which also leaves total CP re-
ceipts $6,515 (0.1 percent) behind the previous year’s CP giv-
ing, according to Lowell Ashby, leader of the KBC business

services team.

The annual budget for CP during the 2007-2008 fiscal

year is $24 million or an average of $2 million per month.

Ashby said December receipts totaled $1,787,598, which
is $26,763 below the $1,814,361 received in November. But
December giving also was $84,174 above the $1,703,424 re-
ceived during the previous December, he added.

KBC Executive Director Bill Mackey said he anticipates
January receipts will help recover some of the deficit. Jan-
uary receipts typically reflect a percent of gifts to churches
in December, and receipts in early January have been good

gambling and all of the attending
problems that it brings could be ex-
panded in Kentucky. Our new gov-
ernor campaigned on the promise
to amend the state constitution to
allow for casino gambling in Ken-
tucky.

“At the same time that propo-

Encouraging women to attend
the Feb. 12 rally, Bolton noted, “The
presence of a rotunda filled with
women in opposition to expanded
gambling will send a powerful mes-
sage to our state legislators.

“Opposition to gambling is an is-
sue for WMU,” she added. “We min-
ister in Christ’s name when we take

and pastor of Imani Baptist Church
in Lexington, said his group sched-
uled the press conference “to get
our voice out there. ... We cannot
be passive.”

Polk estimated that at least
100 African-American pastors and
laypeople from Kentucky Baptist

churches will join him in Frankfort
to speak out against casinos.

“Even though it is purported by
many of those people who are in fa-
vor of (expanded gambling) that the
state will realize $500 million, the
question becomes, ‘Yes, but at what

nents of expanded gambling are
promoting their causes,” she add-
ed, “we know that compulsive gam-
bling is a great problem.”

Noting that “study after study
shows the havoc that gambling
wrecks on families and communi-

positive and practical steps to meet
needs and correct social and moral
problems which victimize people.
I urge you to study the issue, arm
yourself with facts and speak up
against expanded gambling.”

so far, he noted.

“We are grateful for every gift, regardless of size,” Mack-
ey said. “We pray church members will be faithful in sup-
porting their local churches so missions in Kentucky and
around the world can continue to be vibrant and spiritual-

Iy fruitful.”
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18- to 39-year-olds at the

Listen to some Jerry Clower

By David Prince

Lexington (BP)—Listening to Jerry
Clower will make you a better ser-
mon-listener. Of course, many of you
may be asking yourself, “Who is Jer-
ry Clower?”

If you grew up in the
Deep South in the 1970s
through the 1990s, you know all
about Clower. A comedian, Clower
was born and raised in south Missis-
sippi and looked every bit the part—
heavy-set, thick gray hair, huge smile
and deep Southern drawl. His down-
home humor and comedic routines
about Southern culture were down-
right hysterica.

But what made him so funny and
effective as a comedian was not his
material. You or I could have tak

en his material and received blank .

stares. What made him so effective
was his ability to tell a story. Some
might say that Jerry Clower was a
one-in-a-million talent, but the truth
is he was about a one-in-a-dozen
among his generation in the South.
There were Jerry Clowers all over
south Mississippi. They did not per-
form on stages with vast audiences;
they simply told stories on the front
porch steps to listening family mem-
bers and friends. Storytelling was a
part of the fabric of the culture and
it took place wherever two or three
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were gathered.

A short time ago, I downloaded
one of Clower’s famous bits about a
baseball game on my iPod. An amaz-
ing thing happened: My boys abso-
lutely loved it, and after
hearing it a few times
they could repeat it al-
most verbatim. They begged me to
put more Clower on my iPod, and I
noticed how intently they listened
to the stories—knowing that they

had to listen carefully for how the

story fit together so they could enjoy
the punch line.

I realized then just how impov-
erished our culture is with the lack
of storytelling. Television, with its
imagination-zapping power, has re-
placed those front-porch times.

The culture of Jerry Clower not
only produced good storytellers but
also good story-listeners. How impor-
tant is it that we become good story-
listeners? Our spiritual health and
well-being -depend on it. Have you
ever thought about how God chose
to reveal Himself in His Word? He
gave us the awe-inspiring story of
creation, fall, the promise of a skull-
crushing Savior, the preparation of
His coming, His unusual arrival,
His counterintuitive ministry, His
death, burial, bodily resurrection
and the promise of His sure return

and consummation of His everlast-
ing Kingdom. The unfolding of His
story is full of twists and turns, high
and lows, irony and suspense.

That is why good expository
preaching does not come in a Bible
dictionary format, but rather it tells
the story of Christ and the unfolding
of His Kingdom purposes, and it also
challenges you to evaluate your story
in light of His. '

This is also why sermons that skip
the story in an attempt to boil the Bi-
ble down to lists and life application
points fall short and call into ques-
tion the wisdom of God in the way
He chose to reveal Himself to us.

Ifyou see my family driving down
the road in fits of laughter, we prob-
ably are listening to Jerry Clower—
and, I am convinced, becoming bet-
ter sermon-listeners.

You might not run to the comput-
er and download Jerry Clower bits,
but you should at least think about
what it means to listen to the story
of the Bible. God thought enough
about stories to reveal to us the Ul-
timate One by which we evaluate ev-
ery aspect of our lives. Let’s start tell-
ing His story on front porches and
in break rooms and everywhere else
two or three are gathered. And let’s
start getting excited about listening
to it as well.

David Prince is pastor of Ashland Avenue
Baptist Church in Lexington

Analyzing attendance

On Jan. 15, the Western Record-
er reported that the attendance of

Southern Baptist Conven-
tion annual is “declining
precipitously.”

Thom Rainer, in Life-
Way Christian Resources’
Facts & Trends, suggests
a solution, quoting Daniel
AKin’s statement, “The fathers need
to show their sons why this ship is
worth sailing!” This is only part of
the truth. There is not a single over-
arching reason for my generation’s
absenteeism.

Some, like myself, want to go but
can’t. What young pastor of a small

BAPTIS

FORUM

church can afford to even get to the
annual meeting, much less afford a
room, which booked through SBC
Housing begins at $95 per night?
Kentuckians are fortu-
nate that meetings will
be close over the next two
years.

Others in my gener-
ation are ignorant. De-
nominational education
hasn’t been what it used
to be for some time. I didn’t know
what the Cooperative Program was
until I started at Boyce College.

Third, there are those, to use
Akin’s words, who don’t believe this
ship is worth sailing. The seeming
constant distraction in denomina-
tional life of second- and third-tier

issues such as alcohol, miraculous
gifts and Calvinism puts a bad taste
in many a mouth. In order to con-
vince this group to come aboard,
those “running the ship” must not
merely make arguments that this
ship is worth sailing but actually
make the ship worth sailing.

I believe in the SBC. I believe in
cooperation for the glory of God.
Then again, perhaps that is what we
need more of to convince this gen-
eration: cooperation—between Cal-
vinists and Arminians, cessationists
and charismatics, young leaders
with dynamic ideas and old leaders
with their wisdom and tradition.
May God bless us.

Josh Hutchens
Louisville

New work celebration highlights partnership

My wife, Kay, and I recently had
the privilege of participating in a
special celebration service with a
new church and its spon-
soring church. During the
service, the congregations
of the two churches rec-
ognized a church plant-
ing couple they are jointly
sponsoring to begin yet an-
other new work.

The service was con-
ducted at Victory Baptist
Church in Lexington with
Pastor David Head presid-
ing. Victory Baptist Church
is only about 15 years old itself but
became the sponsor of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention’s first “High Im-
pact” church start at Master’s Sta-
tion in 2004. Now, Victory Baptist
and Master’s Church are helping
start a new church in Versailles.

Master’s Church Pastor Alex
Kinchen spoke of the joy of receiving
and the joy of partnership as the two
churches work together to sponsor
another church. That sentiment also
was expressed by Head who said one
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" Bill Mackey

should always move forward with
hands open both to receive from
God and to give.

This theme of partner-
ship also was exhibited
when Don Reed, director of
missions for Elkhorn Bap-
tist Association, gave the
opening prayer. Ray Van
Camp, consultant for new
work and church develop-
ment in the association,
also spoke of the strategic
work of planting church-
es where research indicat-
ed a need and of the asso-
ciation’s role in walking with a new
church plant in the journey.

If the 2.3 million unsaved people
in Kentucky are to be reached with
the gospel, it will require an inten-
tional and strategic church plant-
ing movement. I am grateful that
the KBC has a church planting strat-
egy for working with sponsoring
and partnering churches and associ-
ations to plant new churches.

A major part of this strategy in-
volves our helping to fund high im-

pact churches. Prospective pastors
who have demonstrated that they
can grow a ministry and have com-
pleted church planting assessment
training are eligible to present writ-
ten proposals to a High Impact Task
Force for consideration. If approved,
the church plants receive special
funding. These new churches are ex-
pected to participate in the local as-
sociation and state convention.

It has been gratifying to watch the
growth of 14 high impact churches
up to this point. The Kentucky Bap-
tists Connect goal is to have 25 high
impact starts before 2010.

Please pray for God to raise up
church planters to reach more peo-
ple in Kentucky. Also, pray for Lar-
ry Baker, our new work and asso-
ciational missions department di-
rector, as he works with potential
church planters and seeks to encour-
age those who are currently plant-
ing churches. Pray as well for Car-
los De la Barra, new work ethnic as-
sociate, as he works with language
groups in new work and church de-
velopment.

Bill Mackey is executive director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention

B cvnc

Donor advised
funds can serve
as teaching tool

By Laurie Valentine

A “Donor Advised Fund” is
a fund established with a pub-
lic charity in
which the do-
nor retains for
himself/herself,
and possibly
others, the right
to make recom-
mendations for
distributions out of the DAF to
other charitable organizations
in the future.

The donor’s retained right is
only advisory; the charity is the
owner of the DAF and has ul-
timate control over it. Recom-
mendations can be made for
distributions of the DAF’s in-
come and|/or principal.

Gifts to a DAF are deduct-
ible in the year they are made,
whether or not there is any
charitable distribution out of
the DAF during that year.

A DAF is a good charita-
ble giving plan for people who
want flexibility in timing phil-
anthropic support. A gift can
be made to your DAF at a time
when it might be most advan-
tageous for tax-planning pur-
poses without having to imme-
diately decide what charitable
causes or projects the gift will
ultimately support.

A DAF can also be an excel-
lent tool for teaching philan-
thropy to children. Including
children as “donor advisors”
of the family’s DAF gives them
the opportunity to learn first-
hand as the family makes deci-
sions about charitable distribu-
tion recommendations togeth-
er, how their parents approach
philanthropy, which organiza-
tions they value most and why,
and what their parents expect
from charitable organizations
they support.

Children, no matter their
age, should be encouraged to
share their own distribution
recommendation suggestions
during the annual “family con-
ference.” Older children and
teens should be expected to
present information about the
organization for which they are
recommending a DAF distribu-
tion and why they believe that
organization deserves the lev-
el of support they are recom-
mending.

Encouraging older children
and teens to not only be part of
the decision-making, but also
donors to the DAF, results in
even more “buy in,” They are
not just making decisions about
giving away Mom and Dad’s
money, but also their own.

Donor advised funds pro-
vide flexibility in timing your
philanthropic support to char-
itable causes important to you
and a means to “grow” giving
children.

Laurie Valentine is trust counsel for the
Kentucky Baptist Foundation
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How should daughter respond
to mother’s third marriage?

Q: My mother is about to marry her third husband.
She divorced my father when | was 7 years old. It was
horrible. They fought and blamed each other. She
divorced my stepfather when | was 16. By that time | had
pretty much pulled away. Now | am 23 and | don’t want
to be a part of this. How should I respond to her?

It can be painful to live in a disposable culture. If some-
thing is old, used or boring, we get a new one. We believe

the new one will be better because

MARR'AGE it has more to offer. And besides, it

is just too much work to take care

of what we already have or takes too much work, time and
money to repair or restore what is worn or broken.

This is especially true with relation-
ships. Marriage has become a disposable
commodity we consider too difficult to re-
store. It is often accepted that to divorce
and start again is much simpler and easier.
There is a tremendous amount of pain in
the world because of this brokenness.

Perhaps the emerging cultural push to
recycle and stop abusing planet earth may bleed over into
relationships. Perhaps there can be a shift from creating re-
lationship waste to recycling a marriage and creating some-
thing new and useful from that marriage. What if there
were programs to recycle marriages—to take the marriage
that has become worn, seemingly useless and boring, and
remake it into something brand new, something of value,
something worth holding onto? What if there were creative
minds ready to help recycle marriages? What if there were
married couples ready and eager to experience recycling in
order to prevent wasted pain, time and money in divorce? It
could work. Maybe communities and churches could start
marriage recycling programs. i

Although you cannot change your mother’s choices, you
can be wise about your own choices. Perhaps, you could
help your mother find a way to create in this new marriage
a relationship that can be recycled for usefulness, meaning
and beauty many times over rather than disposed of once
again.—Valerie Vincent

Q: How can | most effectively help my children in their
spiritual growth?

In Luke 1:17, the angel Gabriel tells Elizabeth that her

" promised son (John the Baptist) will,

V{3 R0]\[cH among other things, “make ready a

people prepared for the Lord.” That

seems to me a worthy goal for parents—to raise our children
in ways that prepare them to receive and follow the Lord.

In his book “The Christ of Christmas,” Calvin Miller com-
ments on the boyhood of Jesus. Miller noted that Mary and
Joseph “could never be accused of being parents who were
disinterested in their son’s religious education.” He goes on
to point out that Mary and Joseph did not just send Jesus to
the temple; they took Him.

As a parent, what kind of priority are you giving to the
spiritual dimension of your child’s life? Most of us want the
best of everything for our children. We want them to suc-
ceed in school, sports and a variety of other interests and ac-
tivities, and we invest our time and money accordingly. We
help them with homework; we pay attention to grades; we
know their teachers. For outside activities, we spare no ex-
pense when it comes to equipment, extra instruction and
opportunities. Are we as diligent when it comes to spiritu-
al development?

Many parents may not notice that a divided example sets
up a serious barrier to a child’s ability and willingness to
embrace Christianity and follow Jesus. Preparing your child
to receive and follow Jesus has to be at least as important as
everything else in their life and in yours.

As another new year unfolds, ask God to help you be in-
tentional about raising up a child who is prepared for the
Lord.—David Garrard

Family Forum writers are:

David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist
Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org.

James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church
in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex.org. ]

Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in
Louisville. E-mail: dr.vincent@insightbb.com.

Scott Wigginton, associate professor of pastoral ministries and
counseling at Campbellsville University and minister
of counseling at Campbellsville Baptist Church. E-mail:
sewigginton@campbellsville.edu.

Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box

43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net.
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Gambling battle 2008: The same old story

Another year, another battle in the Kentucky Gener-
al Assembly over expanded gambling in the common-
wealth.

Frankly, as Gov. Beshear and state legisla-
tors wrestle over the alleged merits of casi-

-

no gambling, there’s little new information

to add to the debate. The fact is that Kentucky
Baptists and other concerned citizens have
gone on record year after year about the dev-

chines as an answer to the state’s financial woes, gam-
bling advocates are expected to make another major
push this year. Hopefully, legislators have learned their
lesson and won’t waste their time on such
claims. But concerned citizens must be will-
ing to voice their views to ensure that politi-
cians in Frankfort hear and respond to their
concerns.”

March 2004: “They’re baaack! Just when

astating economic, social and moral fallout i you thought it was safe to turn on your ra-

that expanded gambling would bring to the ‘w ; dio or television without being bombarded

Bluegrass State. o by pro-gambling ads, the gambling industry

The tragedy, however, is that while gam- °§ | is gearing up once again to try to legalize ca-

bling opponents must be successful every sino gambling in Kentucky. ... It’s up to Ken-

year in their efforts to halt gambling expan- tucky Baptists and other citizens concerned
Trennis Henderson

sion, proponents only have to succeed once
for their pet project to become law.

Why politicians who claim to be public servants
would seek to prop up an ailing state budget with a
currently illegal activity that has proven elsewhere to
increase divorce, crime, bankruptcy, child neglect and
suicide is difficult to fathom. Yet gambling interests
continue to gain their attention and support year in
and year out.

The reality is that the vital arguments against ca-
sino gambling remain unchanged as politicians come
and go. To illustrate the point, here are a few excerpts
from previous editorials the past several years:

August 1999: “From a moral perspective, there is
no reason to spend state resources to conduct a study
of gambling’s impact. Kentucky Baptists repeatedly
have gone on record in recent years opposing expand-
ed gambling. Anti-casino resolutions approved by con-
vention messengers in 1993 and 1995 affirm ‘the bibli-
cal principles which define gambling as inherently evil
and grossly immoral.’ ... Don’t merely sit back and al-
low others to set our state’s moral and social agenda.
Now is the time for Kentucky Baptists to let their voic-
es be heard.”

January 2002: “The Kentucky General Assembly
convenes this week for its 2002 legislative session. Fac-
ing the prospects of a $300 million budget shortfall,
legislators are anxious to find additional sources of rev-
enue. Some apparently are even willing to consider op-
tions that already are proven losers—such as expand-
ed gambling. Despite the failure of previous attempts
to dupe Kentuckians into approving video slot ma-

about the negative impacts of expanded gam-
bling to encourage legislators to reject efforts
to put casino gambling on the ballot this fall.”

October 2005: “Gambling supporters claim there is
more momentum across the state for expanded gam-
bling than in recent years. Obviously, that is what you
would expect them to say (and what they tend to say
at the beginning of each legislative session), but those
who oppose gambling’s negative moral, social and eco-
nomic impact must be prepared to mount one more
fight—again.”

September 2007: “One of the first editorials I wrote
for the Western Recorder was titled ‘Expanded gam-
bling is a bad bet.” Unfortunately, more than eight
years later it’s still necessary to continue to battle gam-
bling proponents who falsely claim that casino gam-
bling will be good for the commonwealth. To put it
mildly, hogwash! ... Numerous studies from other
states clearly indicate that social costs quickly outstrip
the economic gains touted by gambling advocates. ...In
the meantime, it’s clear that casino advocates intend
to keep pushing their agenda to the detriment of Ken-
tucky and its families.”

Well, you get the picture. You likely are growing
tired of having to mount one more battle against casi-
no gambling. Me too.

But we must remain diligent. In the words of Gala-
tians 6:9, “Let us not grow weary in well doing.” This
battle remains worth fighting for the benefit of fami-
lies throughout the commonwealth.

You can let your voice be heard by calling the legisla-
tive message line toll-free at (800) 372-7181.

Giving thanks, even with cancer

to keep it out of Jackson County. I
drove her all over our county to dis-

By Keith Manuel

Alexandria, La. (BP)—Cancer is
an ugly visitor. It enters your home
without asking. It rearranges your
life. It takes over with or without
your consent.

I remember a con-
versation about cancer
with my friend Ricky several years
ago. He told me the story of his fa-
ther battling cancer, and I was quick
to say I never wanted to go through
that with a family member. But
Ricky said he viewed the issue dif-
ferently.

Ricky told me how his father’s
cancer was the greatest blessing of
his life. For the first time, he and
his father had man-to-man conversa-
tions, instead of father-to-son talks.
The two spent hours during the che-
motherapy, telling each other the
things they had always wanted to
say. Their love for each other grew
deeper. Instead of sadness, there was
great joy.

I thought about Ricky’s story
these past 20 months as I watched
my mother-in-law, Claudia, and
my wife, Wendy, walk side-by-side
as Claudia became a breast cancer
survivor. The two who were already
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close became even closer. I gave both
Claudia and Wendy a double-banded
ring to wear to remind them to pray
for one another.

Then I saw something else. I saw
Claudia’s cancer be-
come a tool to share
the love of Christ. Clau-
dia began to minister to other wom-
en in her church who had a loved
one struggling with breast cancer.
She began to pray for and share with
others in the therapy room. Even
the nurses became subjects for her
prayers. The doctors quickly found
out they were not her source for
healing. They were instruments of
healing in God’s hands.

Cancer and disease in the life of
a believer can become a source of
thanksgiving. -

My first lesson in giving thanks in
all things came from Helen Lamas.
She was my Training Union teacher
in my pre-teen years. In spite of my
spitballs and horseplay in class, she
loved me. Faithfully, she taught me
about Jesus.

When I was in junior college,
coastal counties in Mississippi were
engaged in a battle over legalized
gambling. Helen joined the fight

tribute information to churches and
others who would listen to her plea
to keep it out. Jackson County be-
came the only one of the three coast-
al counties to vote gambling down.
Helen was ecstatic for the victory
and delighted to serve the Lord in
the fight.

I was away at college when I re-
ceived the call from my mother tell-
ing me that Helen was terminally ill.
I was mad and upset all at the same
time. I think I was even mad at God
for letting such a faithful woman
suffer.

As I entered her hospital room,
I was wearing my pain all over my
face. It wasn’t long before my faith-
ful teacher was teaching me from
her deathbed. After she coaxed me
into admitting my struggle with her
sickness, she made a statement I'll
never forget, “Why, Keith, if I wasn’t
sick, I would never get to share my
faith with all of these doctors and
nurses.”

Give thanks in everything, for
this is God’s will for you in Christ
Jesus (1 Thessalonians 5:18).

Keith Manuel is an evangelism associate
on the Louisiana Baptist Convention’s
evangelism and church growth team
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2008 Kentucky Baptis
Evangelism Conference

Monday & Tuesday, February 25-26

Severns Valley Baptist Church, Elizabethtown, Kentucky

Conference

Highlights:

o Music by Larnelle Harris
and Terry & Barbi Franklin

e Special Womeén's Sessions
and Luncheon

e Youth Ministers’ Dinner
with Gerald Sharon

e focused Breakout
Sessions

If you've éver
tried to share
your faith, you've
. probably
encountered
different kinds

L Distinguished Prof. of
. Evangelism, SW Bap- %
 tist Theological Semi- %
" nary, Fort Worth, TX .

& Richard Harris,

. Advancement, for

™ NAMB, Atlanta, GA
. Frank Page,
President, SBC, and
Pastor, FBC of Taylors,

. Chuck Lawless, .

Guest Speakers:

L John Avant,
. Pastor of FBC,
. West Monroe, LA

. Kevin Smith,
. Pastor, Watson
- Memorial Baptist
- Church, Louisville, KY

¢ Gerald Sharon,
Executive Pastor of
Ministries,
Saddleback Church,
Lake Forest, CA

John Sullivan,
Executive Director-
Treasurer, Florida

Baptist Convention

Hershael York,
Pastor, Buck Run
Baptist Church,

Frankfort, KY

Bobby Welch,

Raising bar for membership
creates discipleship growth

By Ken Camp
Texas Baptist Standard

Dallas (ABP)—In a growing num-
ber of Baptist churches, new arriv-
als learn an important lesson early:
Membership has its privileges, but it
also has its responsibilities.

“We want to create a culture of
discipleship here,” noted John Wil-
son, minister of Christian education
at Friendship-West Baptist Church,
an African-American megachurch
in Dallas.

Candidates for church member-
ship know early on that they must
attend two five-hour orientation
classes on consecutive Saturdays in
order to join the congregation.

Once they complete the classes,
where facilitators help them dis-
cover their spiritual gifts and match
them to available ministries in
the church, their graduation is ob-
served in a “celebration service.” At
that point, the pastor announces the
ministries in which the new mem-
bers plan to serve.

The toll of the commitment is
telling. Wilson said that only one-
third of the people who walk the
aisle to join the church during a wor-
ship service invitation end up gradu-
ating from the orientation class.

But of those who complete the
class, most honor their service com-
mitments, he added. And ministers
on staff use a church-designed soft-
ware program to keep in touch with
people who express a commitment
to specific areas of responsibility.

Many new members at Friend-
ship-West go on to become involved
in other discipleship training op-
portunities the church offers such
as teacher-certification classes re-
quired for Bible study leaders or a
three-year program for ministers in
training.

“If you challenge your people to
grow, most are going to respond to
the challenge,” Wilson noted. “We
set the bar high because God’s Word
is high. If you set the bar of expec-
tation too low, you do people a dis-
service.”

Similarly, Legacy Church in Pla-
no, Texas, invites prospective mem-
bers to attend a two-session “Discov-
er Legacy” class.

The classes teach about the
church’s mission, beliefs and values.

derstand what it means to become
a Christian.
“We’ve had people give their lives
o Christ in our membership class-
es,” Pastor Gene Wilkes said.

Between the first and second ses-
sions of the orientation class, pro-
spective members are asked to write
their Christian testimony and com-
plete a spiritual gifts inventory. At
the end of the second session, after
they learn more about how to ap-
ply their particular talents and skills
within the context of Legacy Church,
they sign an agreement form.

“When they sign the covenant,
that’s when they become members,”
Wilkes explained.

“Initially, some longtime Bap-
tists said, ‘We don’t sign anything,””
he recalled. But pointing them to
church covenants from the mid-20th
century that were in the back of Bap-
tist hymnals helped soften the blow.

The new-member orientation
classes grew out of need, as the con-
gregation changed from people who
transferred membership from other
Baptist churches to people who were
joining a Baptist church for the first
time, he added. 7

“When Baptists move from fran-
chise to franchise, everybody gets
it,” Wilkes said. “But when we start-
ed reaching non-Southern Baptists
and unchurched people, we realized
we had to make it clear who we are
and what we expect.”

During the traditional voting
method following a public invita-
tion, he essentially had 30 seconds to -
decide whether to present the new
people for membership, he noted.

After learning the demands of
membership, some inquirers opt
to remain involved in worship ser-
vices and Bible studies but not take
the next step of commitment, Wil-
Kes said.

And while many of those people
contribute to the life of the congre-
gation in a variety of ways, they are
not eligible to vote in church busi-
ness conferences or become part of
the church’s leadership network, he
explained.

Not surprisingly, numerical
growth has slowed since the con-
gregation adopted the covenant ap-
proach to assimilating new mem-
bers, Wilkes said, but the commit-

. Dean, Billy Graham
. School of Missions,
Evangelism & Church
Growth, The Southern
Baptist Theological
Seminary, Louisville, KY

SBC Strategist for
Global Evangelical
Relations

of barriers,

- But first, facilitators help the inquir- ment level has increased.
ers—many previously unchurched or “It has raised the value of mem-
from non-Baptist backgrounds—un- bership,” he declared.

Web site offers family DVD rentals

Join us as we
seek to break

down barriers
and connect
all people to
Jesus Christ.
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KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION

Evangelism Growth Team
PO. Box 43433, Louisville, KY 40253-0433
502-489-3576 or 866-489-3576

m.,,,‘,'m/m www.kybaptist.org/evangelismconference

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. - piippians 4:13

Genoa, lll. (BP)—Parents who sit
on the edge of their seats worrying
which movie scenes they will need
to protect their children from next
can rest easy thanks to a new com-
pany that offers family-friendly DVD
rentals in a manner similar to Net-
flix and Blockbuster.

“Ninety percent of all titles of
fered by these big-name companies
would be considered morally objec-
tionable to the majority of main-
stream American families,” said
Steve Thomas of Faith and Family
Flix, adding that he believes people
want a change from the onslaught
of degrading entertainment.

According to a company news re-
lease, Faith and Family Flix “is part

of a silent revolution that is sweep-
ing across the country,” and adds
that FFF wants to be the main re-
source center for those searching for
moral entertainment.

Movies like “Bella” and the new-
ly animated movie “Ten Command-
ments” will be among FFF’s future
new releases, the company noted.
Its current list of titles features clas-
sics like “Ben Hur,” “Mr. Smith Goes
to Washington” and “My Fair Lady”
along with popular television shows
and more recent films.

ThosewhosignsupforFFFcanrent
up to six DVDs at a time. Rate plans
begin at around $10 per month. For
more information, visit www.faith
andfamilyflix.com.
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Sharing God’s great love

Zambian partnership effort
focuses on aiding orphans

The past week has been very spe-
cial as we have had-a mission team
working with orphans in Kitwe,
Zambia. Unlike our Mol-
dovan summer partner-
ship, the Zambian project
will be year-round.

Our initial prayers and
hopes for the Zambian
project are that we might
have the opportunity to
engage a local area and
partner with the care of
orphans on a year-round
basis. This partnership
would allow us to help
provide food, clothing,
education and evangelistic teach-
ing. We pray that in the future we
might be able to assist in finding
these orphans adoptive families.

The mission team has been
working with these orphans each
day. They have been leading a mod-
ified Bible school and have been
loving on these impoverished or-
phans. Our team also has been do-
ing improvements on the school
. property where these children
come each day.

Our ministry plan to serve these
children is a longterm commit-
ment. In Zambia, orphans com-
prise nearly 10 percent of the total
population which places current
estimates at approximately one

Kentucky
Baprist
AsSEMBLIES

David Melber

million orphans. With HIV/AIDS,

malaria and other illnesses, the or-

phan crisis is only getting worse.
My initial visit to Zambia left

me feeling overwhelmed with the

magnitude of the problem. Pover-
ty, sickness and death are
all around. The vulnerable
young orphans who are
_the heads of their house-
holds are a haunting re-
minder of the daily strug-
gles and hopelessness that
Zambians feel.

As the church, we are
commanded to reach out
to the least of these. The
massiveness of the crisis
is not a reason to ignore
it. Actually, I think God is
opening a door for us to step out in
faith knowing that we are totally
unable to solve the problems apart
from.His power and provision.

I hope you will remember to
look for the next article in a couple
of weeks that will be written by Rea-
gan Carfield who serves as the co-
ordinator for our Affrica Initiatives.
Reagan was the team leader for
this trip and is an invaluable asset
to our ministry. I am sure you will
be blessed and challenged as she
shares her firsthand experiences of
God’s great love for Zambia.

David Melber is president of Kentucky
Baptist Assemblies. Contact him at
Box 99918, Louisville, KY 42069-0918;
phone (502) 491-7000. {

First Bapfist Church - Bowling Green, Kentucky

Women’s Ministry

presents

“*The Facts of Life”

February 22nd
7:00 pm
[ ]

February 23rd
9:00 am

First Baptist Church » 621 East 12th
270-842-0331 » www.firstbaptistbg.org

...My Father Taught Me

Women’s Conference

Avenue ® Bowling Green, KY 42101

For Heaven’s Sake
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Bible Crosswords By Janet Kennedy
Across 1 2 3 |4 5 6 |7 |8
1 “And the ferret, and the ____, and 5 10
the lizard” (Leviticus 11:30)
6 “Aliving ____is better than a
dead lion” (Ecclesiastes 9:4) 9 s ® g g .
9 “The ___ of money that Haman 16 17 i__
had promised” (Esther 4:7)
10 “Asa____robbed of her whelps 18 [19 20 21 |22
in the field” (2 Samuel 17:8)
11 Put into a capsule form 23 |24 |25 26 27 28
15 Man’s name
16“Judas ... drew near unto Jesus 29 30 31 32 33
to___ him” (Luke 22:47)
17 “And the river shall bring forth . |34 3% - ot
__ abundantly” (Exodus 8:3)
18 Elevated railroad 0 - e -
20 “They all are brass, and ___, 42 23 |44
and iron” (Ezekiel 22:18)
21 Married woman'’s title 45 46 B 47 48 49 |50
23 “And God created great ____,”
(Genesis 1:21) 51 52 53 54
28 Exclamation of doubt or surprise
29 Card that tells who you are, abbr. 55 56
30 “Five loaves and the two &
(Mark 6:41) ;
33 Field officer, abbr. 48 “There came a ____ out of the 13 At the back of the boat
34 Compound, abbr. heat, and fastened on his hand” 14 A long period of time
35 An explosive material (Acts 28:3) 19 A liberal or radical
36 “The swine ... ran violently down 51 Dover’s state, abbr. 22 To direct the attention
a____place into the sea” 52 A thought 24 Large African mammals, for
(Mark 5:13) 54 “| have given ____ unto the short :
38 “lamlikea____ofthe children of Lot” 25 “And stingeth likean "
wilderness” (Psaim 102:6) (Deuteronomy 2:9) (Proverbs 23:32)
41 “David took an ____and played 55 “And the ____shalt thou 26 “Have ye received the Holy
with his hand” (1 Samuel 16:23) trample under feet” Ghost ____ye believed?”
42 Gloomy; ill-humored (Psalm 91:13) (Acts 19:2)

43 Eqg, prefix

45 “The Lord had laid on him the
iniquity of ____all”
(Isaiah 53:6)

46 Massachusetts neighbor, abbr.

Last week’s solution
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56 “And the , and the pelican”
(Leviticus 11:18)

Down

1 “The night hawk, and the ____,
and the hawk” (Leviticus 11:16)

2 “The cruel venomof ___ "
(Deuteronomy 32:33)

3 A salt-water mollusk

4-A large Australian bird

5 “Or wings and feathers unto the
_ ?”(Job 39:13)

6 Belief God has no influence on
man

7 “And all that handle the ____, the
mariners” (Ezekiel 27:29)

8 “And the ____shall be a burden”
(Ecclesiastes 12:5)

12 “Joshua sent men from Jericho
to___ " (Joshua 7:2)

27 Esther, abbr.

31 Station, abbr.

32 Einsteinium, chem. symbol

37 Each, abbr.

39 One who loves

40 “For thereis _____ respect of
persons with God”
(Romans 2:11)

42 “They have caused him to ride
upon the king’s ___"
(1 Kings 1:44)

44 Eggs

47 “Why make ye this____, and
weep?” (Mark 5:39)

49 Dog's foot

50 Historical period

51 Doctor of divinity, abbr.

52 Inspector general, abbr.

53 To cause to be, prefix

© 1999 Barbour Publishing
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Habitat dispute could slow Katrina projects

Struggle with Texas
affiliate concerns
New Orleans group

By Bruce Nolan
Religion News Service

New Orleans (RNS)—A months-long
effort by Habitat for Humanity Inter-
national to retool relations with its
1,600 local affiliates has raised con-
cerns for Habitat’s productive oper-
ation in New Orleans, where volun-
teers have built more than 100 low-
cost replacement homes since Hurri-
cane Katrina.

The dispute recently surfaced
publicly in Texas, when the San An-
tonio affiliate—the oldest in a far-
flung Habitat organization—charged
in federal court that Habitat for Hu-
manity International sought to im-
pose unprecedented controls on the
local organizations.

The suit stated that the interna-
tional office warned affiliates they
could be stripped of the valuable
“Habitat for Humanity” brand if
they did not agree to a new “U.S. Af:
filiate Agreement.”

Aleis Tusa, a spokesman for the
New Orleans Area Habitat for Hu-
manity, said, “We do have concerns
about the effects it has on us as an
affiliate. We're talking with Interna-
tional. We're asking them to clarify
some things so we can have a great-
er comfort level with the new agree-
ment.”

The local Habitat chapter is per-
haps the most visible housing non-
profit in the area—a major partner
in Musicians Village, a cluster of vol-
unteer-built, $75,000 homes in the

Upper 9th Ward that has attracted
thousands of volunteer builders.

The organization has built more
than 100 homes around the New Or-
leans area since Katrina hit in 2005—
as many as had been built in the pre-
vious 21 years—and has 147 in vari-
ous stages of construction now, Tusa
noted.

She declined to describe which el-
ements of the proposed agreement
local Habitat officials object to, but
said she felt sure a rupture could be
avoided.

“We have every hope they're go-
ing to address our concerns before
we sign it,” she added.

Founded in 1977, Habitat for Hu-
manity is a confederation of Chris-
tian nonprofit ministries dedicat-
ed to building low-cost homes for
the poor.

Changing relationship

Until now, local affiliates previ-
ously have been almost complete-
ly autonomous. They do their own
fund-raising, plan their own opera-
tions and are governed by their own
boards of directors. The internation-
al office provides training and valu-
able marketing muscle that boosts
donations.

The San Antonio lawsuit, the only
window into the dispute thus far, de-
scribed the historic relationship be-
tween affiliates and the internation-
al office as loose and highly decen-
tralized. The Texas affiliate pointed
out that they had been linked only
by a brief written “covenant” that
set forth broad Christian operating
principles.

Under that arrangement, local
groups have always been able to use

the Habitat name, the San Antonio
builders explained. And although
they were encouraged to tithe 10
percent of their income to the inter-
national office, many did not, keep-
ing the money locally to build more
homes.

The San Antonio group noted
that following a leadership change
in 2006, Habitat International has
embarked on a drive to centralize
authority and redefine its relation-
ships with affiliates. The affiliate
added that Habitat is using a “com-
mercial franchise” approach that
could strip locals of control of their
operations or risk loss of the potent
Habitat name.

Duane Bates, a spokesman for
Habitat for Humanity Internation-
al, said the ministries’ increasing so-
phistication required a detailed new
affiliate agreement to supplement
the basic covenant once sufficient
for a younger organization.

He denied that the new agree-
ment would redistribute authority.
Instead “it seeks to codify existing
relationships between International
and the affiliates,” Bates declared.

He added that most of Habitat’s
affiliates have agreed to sign the doc-
ument.

Since Hurricane Katrina, Habitat
for Humanity International has fun-
neled about $20 million into New
Orleans, while the local organiza-
tion has raised another $20 million,
Tusa noted.

Bates said that no matter what
the outcome of talks between Habi-
tat International and the San Anto-
nio affiliate, the international office
will send New Orleans every dollar
earmarked for Katrina relief.

U.S. abortions hit
lowest level in 30
years, study finds

Washington (BP)—The num-
ber of abortions in the United
States has reached its lowest lev-
elin three decades, according to
a report released Jan. 17.

The study found there were
1.21 million abortions in 2005,
down from 1.31 million in 2000
and the smallest annual total
since 1.18 million were reported
in 1976, according to the Gutt-
macher Institute. The 2005 total
was almost 25 percent less than
the 1990 figure of 1.6 million
abortions, the annual record
since the U.S. Supreme Court le-
galized abortion nationwide in
its 1973 Roe v. Wade opinion.

Additionally, the abortion
rate fell in 2005 to its lowest lev-
el since 1974, Guttmacher re-
ported. In 2005, there were 19.4
abortions for every 1,000 wom-
en 15 to 44 years of age. The rate
fell from 21.1 in 2001, according
to the report. The all-time high
rate was 29.3 in 1981.

The study also showed that
as of 2005:

m 22 percent of all pregnan-
cies, not counting miscarriages,
resulted in abortions.

® 47 percent of women who
had abortions had undergone
at least one previously.

m About 33 percent of all U.S.
women will have an abortion by
age 45.

B 13 percent of all abortions
in 2005 were performed using
drugs such as RU 486.

Hard advice to accept

Staff encourage parents to be patient
and develop realistic expectations

Not all of the students who enroll at Oneida
have what you might call “issues.” But for those
who do, poor academic performance is by far the
biggest reason. Some parents are desperate and
have gone through long periods of frustration.
Often they are angry and wonder why this is hap-
pening. Frequently they have had contact with
other parents whose children have at-

tension, one of the major issues was what his par-
ents considered to be unacceptable grades. The
truth is, many parents would have been thrilled
if their child made the grades Cal did. There cer-
tainly was a boatload of other issues, but this one
seemed to cause major family conflict. I gave Cal’s
parents the usual advice and told them not to
expect miracles overnight. I also said that they
should begin to see some progress by the end
of the first quarter in October, but that their ex-
pectations should not be too high until

tended OBI. Those parents often pro- EfMIRrR! 4@ Christmas break.

vide words of encouragement and hope
about their child coming to Oneida.

Generally parents are willing to lis-
ten to the advice we offer, though it
may be a little hard to accept. One of
the most difficult suggestions to follow
is to be patient. You can understand
that a typical parent might believe
that if grades begin to improve relative-
ly soon, things must be going well. On
the other hand, if grades do not improve rather
quickly then things may not be going as planned.
Frankly, nothing could be further from the truth.
It is not uncommon for a student to need three
or four months before we begin to see significant
improvement in his grades and other areas. To be
honest, sometimes parents’ expectations are un-
realistic. Even though it may have taken months
or years for a student’s grades to deteriorate,
Oneida parents often expect quick improvement
after their child enrolls. Some of the most com-
mon advice I give to parents of children who are
struggling academically is to be patient.

“Cal” (not his real name) is a good example.
When his parents brought him to Oneida last fall
there had been a long history of serious family
conflict. While there were several reasons for the

When Cal’s parents came to pick him
up for the fall break at the end of Sep-
tember, it did not take long for one of
them to express disappointment over
what were considered unacceptable
grades. On the other hand, nearly all of
us working with Cal were very pleased
with his progress. He was making a lot
of improvement in his social skills and
we saw a dramatic change with his an-
ger control issues. I believed the parents’ expec-
tations were unreasonable because Cal had been
here barely two months.

Just after Christmas break we recognized the
students who made honor roll for the second
quarter. I had a big smile on my face when Cal’s
name was called. We continue to see him prog-
ress in many other areas. I understand that there
were major conflicts at home and I am not say-
ing that Cal wasn’t partly responsible. I also know
that even good advice can be hard to accept. In
this case, Cal progressed just as we predicted. I see
Cal nearly every day at breakfast and I know he is
proud of his accomplishments, too.

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org

Surfing the Web

Michigan teen finds her way
to Clear Creek via Internet

There is no doubt that we are
living in the age of technology. It
seems every day some new gadget
is being introduced that is so amaz-
ing everyone just has to have it. The
nice thing about all this technology
is that it can be used even at a Bible
college like Clear Creek.

The popularity of the
Internet has allowed us
the opportunity to reach
out to a lot of people who
quite possibly would nev-
er have known about us if
not for this technology.

First-year student
Amanda Wheelock is
thankful for the technolo-
gy that provided a way for
her to find out about Clear
Creek. “I was thinking about a lot
of different schools when I began
to plan for college,” she said. “My
aunt just happened to be surfing
the Web one day and found Clear
Creek’s Web page. I was then able
to read all the information about
the college on the Internet. I talked
to my pastor and my family about
coming here and felt this is where
God wanted me to come.”

Amanda is from Cedar Springs,
Mich. Her family knew that Pine-
ville is a long way from home, espe-
cially for an 18-year-old. “At first, my
mom really wanted me to stay clos-

CLear CReek
CHRoNiCLE

\,«
e A
Donnie Fox

er to home and go to a community
college,” Amanda said. “Now she’s
excited about me being here and
everything that God is doing in my
life right now.

“I am studying in the church
music track and really enjoy my
classes,” she continued. “I don’t
know specifically how God is going
to use me in ministry but I know
He will show me what I
am supposed to do.”

Amanda said she dis-
covered how important
ministry training is be-
fore she enrolled at Clear
Creek. “I spent a week in
Arlington, Texas, min-
istering to children in
some of the apartment
complexes,” she said. “We
handed out fliers during
the day, inviting children
to come to vacation Bible school.
Every day we would play with the
kids and interact with them. It was
a great experience to teach them
about Jesus.”

Thanks to this technological
age we live in, Amanda found out
about Clear Creek and now she is
a student here. I invite you to visit
our Web site at www.ccbbc.edu and
get acquainted with us.

Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek
Road, Pineville, KY 40977 toll-free:
(866) 340-3196; Web site: www.
ccbbe.edu; e-mail: dfox@ccbbe.edu
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Fla. marriage amendment at risk of not making Nov. ballot

Tallahassee, Fla. (BP)—A proposed
Florida marriage amendment that
one month ago seemed headed to
the 2008 election ballot now is in
jeopardy after a state audit deter-
mined the initiative is 22,000 signa-
tures short of the number required.

Officials with Florida4Marriage.
org have only until Jan. 29 to make
up the deficit if the amendment is to
appear on the November ballot. Peti-
tions must be delivered to the orga-
nization’s Orlando headquarters by
that date.

Amendment supporters, includ-
ing Florida4Marriage.org state chair-
man John Stemberger, are appealing
to pastors around the state to pro-

mote the amendment and encour-
age those who have not signed the
petition to do so.

“We are in a state of constitution-
al emergency with .this announce-
ment and we need immediate ac-
tion from everyone who supports
the Florida marriage amendment,”
Stemberger told the Florida Baptist
Witness newspaper.

According to a story in the Mi-
ami Herald, a “counting glitch” led
to approximately 27,000 petitions
from Miami-Dade County being elec-
tronically counted twice. The glitch
also impacted other initiatives, al-
though the marriage amendment
is the highest profile one in limbo.

Supporters thought the amendment
had passed the required threshold of
611,000 signatures in December.

Ifadopted, theamendmentwould
permanently bar state judges from
legalizing gay marriage. Florida does
have a law prohibiting such unions,
although it can be overturned in
court. Amendment supporters note
that Massachusetts, which saw its
highest court legalize gay marriage
in 2004, has no such amendment.
Additionally, three states—Connect-
icut, Iowa and California—have been
sued by supporters of gay marriage
hoping to change the laws in those
states. None of the states have a mar-
riage amendment.

HUNGER!

Are you resolved?

Help Turn the Table on

The new year is a great time to make a

The proposed Florida amend-
ment states, “Inasmuch as marriage
is the legal union of only one man
and one woman as husband and
wife, no other legal union that is
treated as marriage or the substan-
tial equivalent thereof shall be valid
or recognized.”

Mathew Staver, president of Lib-
erty Counsel, a Christian legal orga-
nization in support of the amend-
ment, said churches have great le-
gal leeway in promoting the effort.

“There is no restriction on pas-
tors and churches,” he noted, add-
ing that churches play a pivotal
role. “I think right now pastors and
churches will play the determina-
tive role as to whether we’re going
to protect marriage in Florida.”

Stemberger said his organiza-
tion is not interested in whose fault
it is that there are now apparently
too few signatures for the Florida
marriage amendment to appear on
the ballot. He is calling on nation-
al, state and local leaders to “imme-
diately contact their Florida sup-
porters, making them aware of this
crisis.”

commitment to help feed the hungry by
participating in Fast One to Feed One!
Here's how:

1) Fast one meal a month, using that meal time to pray for '
hunger needs in your community, state, and world;

2) Donate through your church the amount you would have
spent to the Southern Baptist World Hunger Fund.

Find out more about hunger and download free resources for
your church at kybaptist.org/hunger.

1"‘ ’ MERTUCKY BAPTIET SONVENTAN

502-489-3530 or 866-489-3530 toll free in Kentucky

Mission Service and
Ministries Department

FEATURED SPEAKERS

T. W. Hunt
Teacher; Writer;
Seminar Leader

Frank Page

Pastor;
Southern Baptist
Convention

President

CONITRENCE

MARCH 15, 2008
hern Baptist Theologlcal Seminary
825 Lexington Road / Louisville, Kentucky

DonWhitney
Author; Former
Pastor; SBTS
Associate Professor;
The Center for
Biblical Spirituality
President

..equipping believers to renew a personal
passion to pray and to assist leaders in
 developing creative evangelistic prayer
strategies to fouch the world.

; : Also Featuring
.REIC:IIS;;ATION FEE' PRAISE & WORSHIP LEADER
is only per person. Hiram Rollo

(includes materials and lunch)
ter March 1, fee is $35 per participant.

Minister of Music & Worship, Walnut
Street Baptist Church, Louisville

FOR MORE INFORMATION
502-489-3530 / 866-489-3530 toll free in KY

Register online or find out

www.kybaptist.org ministries@kybaptist.org

Spansafed by the Kentucky Baptist Convention and The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Texas theme park’s requeSt
to sell beer sparks protests

Arlington, Texas (BP)—Applications to sell beer at two Six
Flags theme parks in Arlington, Texas, have prompted a
flood of telephone calls protesting the request.

The Fort Worth Star-Telegram reported that the Texas Al-
coholic Beverage Commission had received 600 calls and a
dozen letters as of Jan. 8, all protesting Six Flags’ announce-
ment last month to apply for liquor licenses at two of its
parks—Six Flags Over Texas and Hurricane Harbor. After a
mandatory 60-day waiting period ends Feb. 17, TABC will re-
view the application and protests to determine whether a
public hearing will be held.

Six Flags officials claim the beer application is in re-
sponse to customer requests for beer and pledged that such
sales would be handled responsibly and would safeguard
guest safety.

Noting the park’s pledge to offer quality guest servic-
es, Six Flags’ in-park services Senior Vice President John Be-
ment said, “For quite some time, many of our guests have re-
quested beer as an option while dining or visiting the park.
In fact, several of the parks in the Six Flags system already
provide such amenities and have done so successfully and
responsibly for many years.”

Six Flags Kentucky Kingdom in Louisville is among those
that sell beer on park premises. According to the company’s
Web site, the two Arlington, Texas, theme parks are the only
Six Flags-owned properties in the United States not to per-
mit alcohol sales.

Bement added, “As with our other parks, we will have
very strict guidelines in place for Six Flags Over Texas, along
with extensive training to ensure the serving of beer is done
in a controlled and responsible manner. We only intend to
sell beer and have no present plans to offer mixed drinks or
hard liquor.”

Letter writers have raised a variety of concerns, with one
noting that TABC should conduct an alcohol impact study
to determine the threat to public safety, while another
urged the city of Arlington to join in the protest.

“Do we really want to send our youth groups—our
church youth groups—to places where alcohol is served?”
local Christian leader Linda Rosebury asked in a recent in-
terview.

The sale of beer, Rosebury said, threatens the park’s im-
age as a safe place for families.

Shelby Sharpe, an attorney with the Southern Baptists of
Texas Convention, noted that one of the grounds on which
Six Flags’ application could be rejected is that alcohol per-
mits are typically denied because of the close proximity of
a residence, church, school or daycare facility to the place
where alcohol is to be sold. In this case, she added, the
theme parks should be denied a permit since they are usu-
ally attended by children accompanied by their parents or
someone responsible for their welfare.
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PRAYER

PARTNERS

Please pray for the
following Kentucky
Baptist ministries and
missionaries:

Angel Food Ministry

of Bardstown Baptist
Church. Dylan Mays
directs the discounted
food ministry that
enables families to
stretch their food
dollars each month.
Providing quality food
at an economical price
allows the church

to connect with its
community and share
the love of Christ. Pray
that more churches
will connect with their
communities and share
Christ though this
simple and practical
ministry. Pray that the
Word of God will be
spread through the
ministry’s “blessings by
the box.”

Mission Service Corps
Missionary Melany
Hanrahan of Corbin.
Hanrahan serves
through Friends for
Families, a ministry
that provides

physical and spiritual
‘assistance to families
of Appalachia through
food and clothing
distribution, home
repair, Christian
education and creative
ministries. Pray that
God will provide for
current ministry needs
that include approval
of a grant as well as a
warehouse, truck and
forklift. Pray that God
will use workers as
they connect volunteer
ministry groups

to needy families

in Appalachia and
individuals to faith in
Christ.

If you would like
Kentucky Baptists to
join in praying for a
ministry of your church
or association, please
send the information to
Eric Allen at Eric.Allen
@kybaptist.org or call
(866) 489-3530.

MounTtains To THE Mississippi

COMPILED BY STAFF

mCADIZ—Doyle Thresher recently re-
signed as pastor of Rocky Ridge
Church.

® CAMPBELLSVILLE—Campbellsville
University will host Eugene and Elis-
abeth Pridonoff, artists-in-residence
and professors of piano at the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati, in a two-piano
concert Jan. 24, 8 p.m., in the Gheens
Recital Hall of the school’s Gosser
Fine Arts Center. For more informa-
tion, contact Campbellsville’s school
of music at (270) 789-5237.

® ELIZABETHTOWN—Colesburg Church
will hold revival services Jan. 27-28,
6:30 p.m., with Kenny Rager, pas-
tor of South Greensburg Church, as
evangelist.

Northside Church called Chad
Brand as pastor Jan. 6. He previously
served as interim pastor.
= FLORENCE—Rebecca Casson, a phar-
macy technician and a member of
Greenview Church, died Jan. 11 at
age 52. Her husband, Jim Casson,
is minister of music at Greenview

Spotlight on ...
Franklin ;
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Providence Church and Pastor
Steve Curtis will celebrate 25
years of ministry together dur-
ing worship services Feb. 10,
8 a.m. and 10 a.m.

Church. She also is survived by two
sons and one daughter. Her funer-
al service was held Jan. 16 at Hicko-
ry Grove Church in Independence.
Memorial gifts may be made to the
Ohio River Valley chapter of the Ar-
thritis Foundation in Cincinnati.
mHAZARD—Consolidated Church re-
cently licensed Charles Click to the
gospel ministry. Charlie Edmonds is
pastor.

@MQ CaLENDAR OF EVEnTs

January

24 Pastor/Staff Forum, Porter
Memorial Baptist Church,
Lexington. '

24-25 Quarterly Prayer Meeting for
Spiritual Awakening, Hartford
Baptist Church.

25-26 Preschool/Children’s Ministry
Meeting, Baptist Building,
Louisville.

25-26 Regional Women on Mission
Retreat, Laurel Lake Baptist Camp,

~ Corbin.

31-Feb. 2 Southeast Conclave,
Chattanooga, Tenn.

February

1-2 Deacon/Pastor/Spouse Retreat,
Holiday Inn University Plaza,
Bowling Green.

16 Special Needs Meeting, Baptist
Building, Louisville.

18 Regional Church Financial Benefits
Conference, First Baptist Church,
Calvert City.

19 Regional Church Financial Benefits
Conference, Warren Association
Office, Bowling Green.

20 Regional Church Financial Benefits
Conference, Anchor Baptist
Church, Lexington.

21 Regional Church Financial Benefits
Conference, Erlanger Baptist
Church.

23 Hispanic Evangelism Conference
and Hispanic Baptist Women’s
Event, Elizabethtown.

23 Love 101 Conference, Living Hope
Baptist Church, Bowling Green.

25-26 Kentucky Baptist Evangelism
Conference, Severns Valley Baptist
Church, Elizabethtown.

28-March 1 Handbell Festival,
Paroquet Springs Conference
Center, Shepherdsville.

29-March 1 Creative Ministries
Festival, Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louisville.

29-March 1 Mission Service Corps
Basic Training, Baptist Building,
Louisville.

For more information, call (800) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org

KBC announces eight new Mission Service Corps missionaries

Louisville—Eight new Mission Ser-
vice Corps missionaries are serving
throughout the state, according to
Eric Allen, director of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention’s mission servic-
es and ministries department.

Mission Service Corps enlists,
trains and assigns selffunded mis-
sionaries in response to requests
from local churches and associa-
tions. The KBC currently has approx-
imately 150 MSC missionaries serv-
ing throughout Kentucky.

“We are blessed by and grate-
ful for these new missionaries who
will be serving in Kentucky,” Allen
noted.

The MSC missionaries include:

Diana Anderson of Greenville is
serving as the pregnancy care cen-
ter director for Pathway of Hope.
She is also commissioned through
the Southern Baptist North Ameri-
can Mission Board to provide train-
ing to other pregnancy resource cen-
ters across Kentucky.

Terry and Brenda Carswell of
Taylorsville, N.C., will serve with
Christ’s Outreach for the Blind
Camp in Mount Vernon. They will
work with volunteer groups and
provide administrative support at
the camp.

Heidi Freeman of Richmond is
assisting the work of the KBC’s Bap-
tist Campus Ministry at Eastern Ken-
tucky University. She will be work-
ing alongside Jonathan Barron, cam-
pus minister for EKU.

Rick and Kristi Hunter of Lynch
recently moved from South Carolina
to serve as directors for Solomon’s
Porch Retreat Center in Lynch. The
Hunters will oversee the daily oper-
ations of the center, which is used to
house ministry teams, youth groups

- and retreats.

Chris and Mandy Phillips of
Louisville are serving at HALTER
Equestrian Ministries in Goshen,
an organization that uses horses for
therapy for terminally ill patients.
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SEEKING: Full-time minister of
education for First Baptist Church,
Blytheville, Ark. Responsibilities in-
clude education, evangelism and ad-
ministration. Previous experience
required; seminary degree preferred
but not required. We are a tradition-
al Southern Baptist church located
just north of Memphis, Tenn. Please
send resumé to Pastor Greg Bowers,
First Baptist Church, 715 West Wal-
nut St., Blytheville, AR 72315. Addi-
tional information can be found at
www.fbcblytheville.com.

SEEKING: Full-time senior pastor to
be shepherd of a Spirit-led, mission-
focused Southern Baptist church.
Ballardsville Baptist is a family-ori-
ented church located in a thriving
community of Oldham County, Ky.,
and provides two services each week
supported by a full ministry staff.
Send resumé with a DVD, CD or tape
of recent sermons by March 1, 2008,
to Pastor Search .Committee, 4300
S Highway 53, Crestwood, KY 40014;
or to bbpsc@hotmail.com. :

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music for growing church. Prima-
ry duties include leading choir
and congregational singing, coor-
dinating music program and pre-
paring seasonal cantatas. Please
send resumé, references and DVD
(if available) to: Minister of Music
Search Committee, New Bethel Bap-
tist Church, 2022 Verona-Mudlick
Road, Verona, KY 41092; or e-mail to
nbbc2003@aol.com with “Minister
of Music” for the subject.

SEEKING: Senior pastor for The
Baptist Church at Andover, Lexing-
ton-Hamburg area. Huge growth po-
tential-150 in worship now. Con-
servative Southern Baptist. Send re-
sumé, CD/DVD to 3330 Todds Road,
Lexington, KY 40509.

SEEKING: Full-time worship pas-
tor gifted in leading contemporary
praise/worship style services in seek-
ersensitive environment. Signifi-
cant experience/education expect-
ed. Send resumé to Bellevue Baptist
Church, 519 W Byers Ave., Owens-
boro, KY 42303; fax: (270) 685-5134;
e-mail to gfaulls@bellnet.org:

SEEKING: Associate pastor. An in-
novative and contemporary church
with a proven track record of being
on the edge is looking for a minis-
ter who will work with our senior
pastor to lead our church to the
next level. Responsibilities include:
oversight and leadership in the de-
velopment of a vibrant adult small
group ministry; working closely
with the senior pastor in the pul-
pit ministry; and sharing a part of
the administrative coordination
of outreachfassimilation strategies
and missional service ministries.
Applicants should demonstrate cre-
ativity, strong teaching gifts, a pas-
sion for innovation and adminis-
trative skills. Send resumé to: Nik
ki Heiserman, administrative assis-
tant, New Work Fellowship, 1611 S
Main St., Suite 3, Hopkinsville, KY
42240; nikkiheiserman@newwork
fellowship.org.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for
Grapevine Southern Missionary Bap-
tist Church, Madisonville, Ky. Aver-
age Sunday morning attendance:
350. 10-15 years experience. Send re-
sumé to GBC Pastor Search Commit-
tee, 85 Sandcut Road, Madisonville,
KY 42431.

SEEKING: Pastor for Tunnel Hill
Baptist Church. We are a traditional
congregation, standing on the Word
of God. Candidate should be a con-
servative leader with strong, scrip-
turally-based preaching and teach-
ing. Visitation and outreach also are
important parts of the ministry of
our church. Please send resumé to
Pastor Search Committee, 734 Tun-
nel Hill Baptist Church, Elizabeth-
town, KY 42701.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for An-
chor Church, a non-traditional, Spir-
itfilled church with Southern Bap-
tist doctrine, seeking God’s direc-
tion and will. If by seeking God’s
will in your life you sense His lead-
ing toward Anchor Church, please
contact us at: Pastor Search Commit-
tee, Anchor Church, 3126 Riggs Ave.,
Erlanger, KY 41018; or e-mail sjmor
rison@insightbb.com. If you know
of someone who is seeking a church
like Anchor, please send your sug-
gestion to the same address.

SEEKING: Pastor—God’s choice for
our small, growing, rural church in
southern Kentucky. Salary plus ben-
efits package. Send to: Resumé, 812
Walnut St., Franklin, KY 42134; or via
e-mail: chatty54@multipro.com.

SEEKING: Full-time senior pastor
for non-traditional, Spiritled Bap-
tist church. Looking for a shepherd
to disciple a diverse community in
a deeper walk with God, and to in-
crease His Kingdom in the Greater -
Cincinnati-Northern Kentucky area.
Will need to work with elders to de-
velop a staff and rebuild our church
family. Preferred requirements: mas-
ter of divinity degree and five to 10
years experience. Send resumé to
Highland Hills Baptist Church, 132
South Grand Ave., Fort Thomas, KY
41075. Accepting resumés through
Jan. 31, 2008. ,

SEEKING: Pastor for Burlington
Baptist Church, located near Cin-
cinnati in Boone County, one of Ken-
tucky’s fastest growing areas. Con-
temporary and traditional worship
services. Preferred is at least 5 years
senior-pastor experience and a semi-
nary degree. Send resumé to Pastor
Search Committee, Burlington Bap-
tist Church, PO Box 48, Burlington,
KY 41005; or lkmc9@insightbb.com
by Jan. 31, 2008.

SEEKING: Pastor for First Baptist
Church, a small Southern Baptist
congregation nearing its 200th an-
niversary. Located in the heart of
Newport, Ky. (near Cincinnati), FBC
seeks a pastor to lead the church in
growth as we continue to be an es-
sential part of our changing commu-
nity. Applicants should send resu-
més to: Pastor Search Committee, c/o
Michael Turner, 141 Ridge Hill Drive,
Highland Heights, KY 41076.



WESTERNREGORDER.org

PEOPLE

JANUARY 22,2008 11

RISING STAR Philip Searcy, son of New Orleans Seminary professor Tim Searcy,

is featured in the Lifetime Original Movie “Queen Sized.” (BP photo)

Seminary professor’s son hopes he
can make his mark on film industry

By Marilyn Stewart
Baptist Press

New Orleans (BP)—What is a
seminary professor’s son doing
in a nationally-televised movie
with Golden Globe nominee Nikki
Blonsky from the hit movie “Hair-
spray?” For Philip Searcy, the an-
swer is living as a witness for God.

“Living out your faith in the
real world is what following Christ
is all about,” said Searcy, son of
New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary professor Tim Searcy.

Fresh out of college with a dou-
ble major in theater and psycholo-
gy from University of Mobile in Al-
abama, Searcy landed a secondary
role in the Lifetime Original Movie
“Queen Sized” alongside Blonsky
and veteran actress Annie Potts,
‘best known for her role in the TV
sitcom “Designing Women.”

The movie, which premiered
on the cable channel Jan. 12, fea-
tures Blonsky as Maggie Baker, an
overweight teenager who refuses
to give in to pranksters who nom-
inate her for homecoming queen.
Searcy plays a high school athlete
and the boyfriend of Baker’s best
friend.

Searcy landed the role after
working as a stand-in for actor
Sean Maguire during time-con-
suming light and camera angle
setups on the set of the new mov-
ie, “Meet the Spartans.” He was
also cast as an extra in the film
that is marked for release this
week. The experience opened the
door for his role in “Queen Sized.”

With a dream start to his act
ing career, Searcy acknowledged,
“I can only say that this is from

“Philip is using his giftedness
to share Jesus in the motion pic-
ture community—a mission field
that is potentially as closed as
some countries,” noted Allen Jack-
son, NOBTS professor of youth ed-
ucation and director of the Youth
Ministry Institute.

Relating to William Wilber-
force’s struggle as depicted in
the recent film “Amazing Grace,”
Searcy said he wondered about a
career in an industry that is of-
ten hostile to Christianity. Wilber-
force considered exchanging a po-

litical career for the ministry un-
til friends encouraged him to do
both, eventually leading 19th-cen-
tury England to abandon its slave
trade.

“I want to do both,” Searcy ac-
knowledged. “I want to live my
life for Christ but I want to do it in
such a way that I can change the
world around me.

“Don’t be afraid to be who you
are and meet these people where
they are,” Searcy advised other
Christian actors.

The young actor cited his train-
ing at the University of Mobile and
his experience with UM’s Upper
Room Dinner Theatre for his un-
likely career start. Although film
and stage acting differ, Searcy said
his stage experience helped him
adapt quickly to the film industry.

“In film, the camera may be
inches from your face and the
scenes are shot out of sequence,”
Searcy noted. “But UM gave me
the solid preparation I needed.”

While both “Meet the Spar-
tans” and “Queen Sized” were
filmed in his home state of Louisi-
ana, Searcy said he has considered
a move to Los Angeles.

“I prayed about Los Angeles
but realized that I don’t have to

move to put my faith in God,”

he declared. “Whether I'm here
or there, I decided to just trust
Him.”

The next day, Searcy received
phone calls for three new audi-
tions.

The patience to weather set-
backs and endure times of wait-
ing is also part of Searcy’s mis-
sionary resume. Twice, his fami-
ly has picked up and started over—
once when his parents, Tim and
Brenda Searcy, were forced out of
their South American home while
serving as Southern Baptist inter-
national missionaries, and again
when Hurricane Katrina flooded
their New Orleans home in 2005.

“This is a generation of young
people who are taking their faith
into their living, learning and
working communities through
abilities and talents which make
them nontraditional missionar-
ies,” Jackson said. “That is very
first-century.”

Vischer discusses new film,
parables & all things Veggie

By Andrea Useem
Religion News Service
Franklin, Tenn. (RNS)—On Jan. 11,
“The Pirates Who Don’t Do Any-
thing”—the second featurelength
film from VeggieTales—sailed into
theaters. :
Phil Vischer, co-creator of Veggie-
Tales and the voice behind many of
the movie’s characters, said the mov-
ie is like a biblical parable. It
teaches about the Kingdom
of God through an entertain-
ing story—in this case, the
tale of three bumbling vege-
table friends who must band
together and overcome their
fears to save their friends.
Vischer talked about
what makes a movie Chris-

tian and what kids need to Phil Vischer

know about being a hero.

Why would the movie appeal to
non-Christian parents and kids?

This is a fun adventure that
shows how everybody can be a hero,
and how the hero isn’t the tallest or
the strongest or the best looking.
The hero is the one who does what’s
right, no matter how hard.

Is it hard for a Christian movie to
compete with mainstream movies
that don’t have Christian themes?

Eight out of 10 Americans still
identify as Christian, even if they
haven’t gone to church since their
parents made them when they were
kids. But when they become parents,
all of a sudden they look at their
own kids and ask, “What values am I
passing onto them?”

So how is “The Pirates Who Don’t
Do Anything” a biblical movie?

The movie is an allegory, like a
parable. If you read the parables in
the Bible, none of them mention
God or Jesus explicitly, but there’s
always a character that represents
God. Parables are lessons about the
Kingdom of Heaven wrapped into
the vernacular of the day. With this
movie, I said, “Let’s create a modern
day parable about what it means to
be a hero.”

And what do you hope kids will
learn about being a hero?

What we don’t say is, “Every one
of you has such extraordinary capa-
bilities that you can, under your own
power, be a hero.” What we’re really
saying is: Regardless of how you view
yourself, God has created you to do
something really cool. That’'s why
we’re here, and it involves helping
others, and it has nothing to do with

how big and brave and strong you
are, and everything to do with trust
in God to give you what you need to
do what He’s asked you to do.

Is it a theological problem that
you can create a “biblical movie”
without any overt references to God
or Jesus?

Our movie is allegorical, but it is
a fairly overt allegorical statement
about God. I don’t know
that a movie from a Chris-
tian filmmaker has to stand
apart that much from a well-
told film. There are so many
films that have compelling
messages with spiritual im-
plications. When Christian
filmmakers say; “Mine has
to read like a tract,” you're
not making movies any-
more, youre making ser-
mons with a camera.

As an artist, do you sometimes
feel suffocated by the Christian com-
munity?

Honestly, many do. I know Chris-
tian artists who just can’t take it;
they walk away from the Christian
world and get on with their art. I
am more a teacher than an artist,
which is why I have been so happy
making VeggieTales, where a toma-
to gets down on his knees and says,
“God made you special and loves you
very much.” At the end of the day,
I've got more Mr. Rogers in me than
van Gogh.

In the movie, the three pirate
characters have a ball that guides
them and tells them what to do.
Does the ball represent the Bible?

No, it’s God’s call. It’s just a de-
vice of beckoning, the instrument
through which God reaches out and
says, “Pssst. I've got something for
you.” The danger of allegory is that
everyone starts trying to find bibli-
cal characters around every turn.
It’s better to look at the allegory in
a simple way; otherwise you're mak-
ing stuff up.

And your simple message is that
everyone can be a hero?

Yes, and the message is also: Stop
being a consumer and be a producer,
because our culture is all about con-
sumption. If you reach adulthood
under the impression that the world
exists to entertain you, you are going
to be on the couch your whole life.
That’s not what God is telling us to
do. The world is on fire. He wants us
to jump in, grab a bucket and start

courtesy of Big ldea)

putting out fires.
7

HEROIC TALES “The Pirates Who Don’t Do Anything,” the second feature-length
VeggieTales film, sailed into theaters Jan. 11. Co-creator Phil Vischer calls the film
a “modern day parable” that teaches kids what it means to be a hero. (RNS photo
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Beginning
Our Second Century
Of Christian Higher Education -

Students at Campbellsville University gather in prayer support for each other, for
the university and for the world.

o The CU School of Theology is designed to strengthen
The Ransdell and enhance each student’s faith journey, while developing
: | the skills needed to serve in a variety of Christian ministries.
CU offers this full range of options to meet the diverse
needs of students called to ministerial training:

* The basic 27-hour certificate of ministry
* Bachelor’s Degrees in:
- Biblical studies
- Education ministries
- Pastoral ministries
- Worship arts
* Master’s of Theology

CU students

COMING EVENT: Plan now to attend the 2nd Annual give of
Worship Arts Conference 2008 —"Worship and Justice" o e
Ransdell Chapel, Campbellsville University, Feb. 28-29, 2008. Leadership,
Speakers will be Eric Bryant (Mosaic), Marvin McMickle (Ashland Theological Seminary), and Nathan Ivey Outreach ‘ o f % l
(Sojourn), Dr. Les Hollon (St. Matthews Baptist) and artists Derek Webb (formerly with Caedmon's Call) and e )

and John Mark McMillan (worship artist) among others. Missions.

Campus ministries students, below, left campus at 5:30 a.m. to deliver Christmas gift boxes to chlldren in need
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