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Convention of lowa as a husband-wife missionary team in inner-city Des Moines, lowa. (Photo by Norm Appleton)

Missionary couple live in missions field of dreams’ in Iowa

By Mickey Noah
SBC North American Mission Board

Des Moines, lowa—‘The Hawk-
eye State” conjures images of a
Midwestern state of green corn-
fields, big-time pig and dairy
farming, small towns and the set-
ting for wonderful movies such
as “The Music Man” and “Field of
Dreams.”

Iowa certainly is all those pos-
itive things and more, but Des
Moines, the state capital and larg-

est city with 500,000 people, also
is plagued with the same gangs,
crime, violence, drugs and pover-
ty of other American cities. Just
ask Jon and Mindy Jamison.

For almost nine years, Jon

and Mindy, have co-directed the -

Friendship Baptist Center in inner
city Des Moines. They are mission-
aries with the Southern Baptist
North American Mission Board.
They also co-direct community
ministries for the Baptist Conven-

African-American pastors voice

SHOW OF UNITY African-American pastors from across Kentucky gathered at the

Capitol Rotunda to voice their opposition to expanded gambling in the state. The
group included pastors of Kentucky Baptist churches as well as those from other
denominations. The gathering was hosted by the KBC's African-American Pastors’

Fellowship. (Photo by Drew Nichter)

tion of Iowa, providing assistance
to local congregations.

- The Jamisons are two of more
than 5,000 missionaries in the
United States, Canada and their
territories supported by the An-
nie Armstrong Easter Offering
for North American Missions, and
are one of eight NAMB missionary
couples highlighted as part of the
annual Week of Prayer, March 2-9.

This year’s theme is “Live with
1 See Seizing the moment ... Page 6

Students injured as
tornado devastates
Union Univ. campus

Jackson, Tenn.—More than 60
students at Union University were
treated for injuries after a tornado
swept through campus Feb. 5, dam-
aging several buildings at the Ten-
nessee Baptist college.

Union officials said at least 13
students were trapped in residence
halls as more than 1,000 students
sought shelter in bathrooms. Sev-
enteen buildings were damaged,
school officials noted, and 80 per-
cent of campus dorms were either
destroyed or heavily damaged.

Of the students who were treat-
ed for injuries, nine of them were
kept at hospitals overnight. Al-
though some injuries were serious,
none appear to be life threatening,
according to Union University Presi-
dent David Dockery.

“By God’s providence, no lives
were lost,” he said, adding that as
many as 3,300 students had been on
campus earlier in the day.

Dockery recalled a 2002 torna-
do that struck the campus, caus-
ing $2.6 million in damage, and
said this one was “15 times worse
than that.” The process of rebuild-

(1 See Tornado devastates ... Page 8

DESTRUCTION A /arge number of Union
University students have been displaced
by the Feb. 5 tornado that did extensive
damage across the campus. (BP photo
by Jim Veneman)

gambling opposition in Frankfort

By Drew Nichter
News Director

Frankfori—Just a few feet from the
office of Gov. Steve Beshear, African-
American pastors from across the
state gathered in the Capitol Rotun-
da in Frankfort Feb. 6 to voice their
opposition to the push for expanded
gambling in Kentucky.

The gathering, organized by the
Kentucky Baptist Convention’s Affi-
can-American Pastors’ Fellowship,
included dozens of Kentucky Baptist
pastors and church members, as well
as leaders from churches of other de-
nominations.

Described as a news conference,
the assembly at times resembled a
church service as several pastors took
the podium to passionately proclaim
their opposition to the possibility of
casino gambling in Kentucky.

Gov. Beshear made expanded gam-
bling the central issue in his guber-
natorial bid last year. Shortly after his
election, a House of Representatives

task force was assembled to study ex-
panded gambling on behalf of the
Kentucky General Assembly.

Lawmakers have proposed a
constitutional amendment which
would allow casinos to operate in
Kentucky. Gov. Beshear has said re-
cently that his casino proposal could
be filed by the end of February.

At its annual meeting in Novem-
ber, the KBC passed a resolution
opposing expanded gambling and
encouraged fellow Baptists to con-
tact their legislators and ask them to
vote against the amendment.

Willis Polk, president of the Af
rican-American Pastors’ Fellowship
and pastor of Imani Baptist Church
in Lexington, described the gather-
ing as a way “to encourage attend-
ees to leave here and to continue the
fight, making our representatives
aware of our concerns.”

Polk, who in the past has referred
to gambling as “a back-door tax on
) See African-American ... Page 3
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BIG THANKS Wanda Lee
(left), executive director
of Woman’s Missionary
Union, and WMU
President Kaye Miller
| accept a note of gratitude
from North American
Mission Board President
Geoff Hammond on behalf
of NAMB missionaries and
staff. (BP photo)

Divinity School.

BAPTIST DIGEST

Huckabee, Warren to speak at preaching conference. Re-
publican presidential candidate Mike Huckabee and best-
selling author Rick Warren, both ordained Southern Bap-
tist pastors, will speak about how to use the pulpit to ad-
dress political, social and cultural issues at the 19th annu-
al National Conference on Preaching April 7-9 in Washing-
ton, D.C. Other speakers include Barry Black, chaplain of
the U.S. Senate; Charles Colson, founder of Prison Fellow-
ship; and Robert Smith, professor of preaching at Beeson

Mark Kelly joins Baptist Press staff. Mark Kelly, with more
than 20 years in Baptist journalism, joined the staff of
Baptist Press Feb. 1 as assistant editor. Kelly, 52, previous-
ly worked at the Southern Baptist International Mission
Board as news editor and, initially, as a staff writer from
1994-2004. He also served as managing editor of the Ar-
kansas Baptist News and editor of the campus newspaper
at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville. He
also has worked for Purpose Driven Ministries; Saddleback
Church in Lake Forest, Calif.; Union University in Jackson,
Tenn.; and the Chicago Metro Baptist Association.

Annie Armstrong gifts top goal for second straight year

By Carmon Keith
SBC North American Mission Board

Talladega, Ala. (BP)—Southern Bap-
tists’ gifts to the Annie Armstrong
Easter Offering for North American
Missions exceeded the national goal
for the second consecutive year, with
$59.3 million received, the most ever
in the history of the offering.

Geoff Hammond, president of
the Southern Baptist North Ameri-
can Mission Board, shared the news
with national and state Woman’s
Missionary Union leaders at their
recent board meeting at Shocco

Springs Baptist Conference Center
in Talladega, Ala.

Hammond noted that WMU is a
valued partner in the work of reach-
ing North America. “We ‘cannot do
our work without partners. We can’t
send missionaries without our part-
ners,” he said.

Presenting a large thank you
board signed by NAMB staff, trustees
and missionaries, Hammond said,
“We have gratitude to God for your
hard work in getting the word out
and teaching people about North
American missions. Once again, we
had the highest Annie Armstrong
Easter Offering in the history of
the North American Mission Board.
Praise the Lord.”

In reaching the $59.3 million re-
cord, Southern Baptists exceeded
the offering’s 2007 goal of $57 mil-
lion by $2.3 million.

“We are so grateful to all those
in our churches who support North
American missionaries through
prayer and giving,” said Wanda Lee,
WMU’s national executive direc-
tor. “We also greatly appreciate the

strong and thriving partnership we
share with the leadership and field
personnel of the North American
Mission Board for the cause of mis-
sions.”

Hammond noted that one of the
things he has learned in his eight
months as NAMB president is that
“Southern Baptists still love their
mission boards because Southern
Baptists still love missionaries.”

“The North American mission
field is becoming increasingly diffi-
cult but wonderfully challenging,”
Hammond said. “God is bringing the
nations to be our neighbors. Increas-
ing population, ethnic diversity and
secularism characterize the future
of North America. Engaging people
with the gospel is critical. As nev-
er before, we want to be your North
American Mission Board. We are fo-
cusing on missionaries and mission-
ary things. We want to help church-
es do the kinds of things they could
not do without a mission board.”

Showing a video highlighting
the work of Brenda Crim, a colle-
giate evangelism missionary in

Anchorage, Alaska, Hammond said,
“Our missionaries do what they do
so that men, women, boys and girls
can know Christ.”

The Annie Armstrong Easter Of-
fering accounts for 47 percent of
NAMB’s annual budget, with 37
percent provided by church gifts
through the Southern Baptist Coop-
erative Program to jointly support
more than 5,000 missionaries and
their ministries with state Baptist
convention partners.

The 2008 offering goal is $61 mil-
lion, and the theme for the North
American Missions Emphasis is “Live
with Urgency.” The offering will
be promoted in Southern Baptist
churches in March, beginning with
the Week of Prayer for North Ameri-
can Missions, March 2-9.

The national mission offering
was established in 1895 by Wom-
an’s Missionary Union to support
Southern Baptist missionaries in the
United States. In 1934, the offering
was named in honor of Annie Arm-
strong, WMU’s founder and champi-
on of missions.

Ga. pastor Cox announced as fourth nominee for SBC presidency

Hartselle, Ala.—Frank Cox, pastor
of North Metro First Baptist Church
in Lawrenceville, Ga., will be nom-
inated in June as president of the
Southern Baptist Convention during
the SBC’s June 10-11 annual meeting
in Indianapolis, according to a Feb. 7
announcement by Alabama evange-
list Junior Hill.

Cox, a former president of the
Georgia Baptist Convention, served
as SBC first vice president in 1999-
2000. He also served on the SBC Exec-
utive Committee for nine years and
currently is a member of the SBC
Funding Study Committee.

Cox is the fourth SBC presiden-
tial nominee to be announced,
joining Albert Mohler, president of
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Louisville; Wiley Drake, pas-
tor of First Southern Baptist Church
in Buena Park, Calif., who was SBC
first vice president in 2006-2007; and
Bill Wagner, a former Southern Bap-
tist missionary and seminary profes-
sor and current president of Olivet
University International in San Fran-
cisco who served as SBC first vice
president in 2003-2004.

-Drake’s congregation. Wag-

Robert Jeffress, pastor of First
Baptist Church of Dallas, announced
in January that he would nomi-
nate Mohler as SBC president.
Drake’s nomination was an-
nounced last August by Rob-
ert Bosworth, a member of

ner announced his candida-
cy in September.

Hill-who also nominated
Paige Patterson, president of
Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Fort
Worth, Texas, for his sec-
ond term as SBC president
in 1999—described Cox as “a man’s
man, a pastor’s pastor, a Southern
Baptist’s Southern Baptist and a
man after God’s own heart.”

Cox “is winsome, gentle and ap-
proachable,” Hill added. “He be-
lieves that the gospel is for all people
in all the world all the time.”

North Metro First Baptist “models
missions, evangelism and faithful
stewardship as well as any church
I know,” Hill continued. Cox “has a
rapport with younger pastors and
will help get them involved in the

Frank Cox

great work of our denomination.
As our convention president, he will
speak with a clear voice to call our
nation back to God.”

Cox has served as pastor
of North Metro First Baptist
for nearly 28 years. Under
his leadership, the church
has grown from 700 mem-
bers to more than 4,600,
with more than 3,600 indi-
viduals added to the church
fellowship as baptized be-
lievers.

According to the South-
ern Baptists’ 2006 Annual
Church Profile, North Metro First re-
ported 110 baptisms and $393,839
(134 percent) of undesignated re-
ceipts through the Cooperative Pro-
gram from total undesignated re-
ceipts of nearly $3 million. Since
2002, the church has placed in the
top 100 of all SBC churches in to-
tal dollars contributed through the
Cooperative Program, ranking 44th
out of more than 44,000 congrega-
tions in 2006.

Cox also has served as a mem-
ber of the SBC’s Ad Hoc Cooperative

Program Committee which formed
in 2003 and issued its final report
in 2006 with recommendations on
how to revitalize the convention’s
primary giving channel.

In 1995, Cox led his congrega-
tion to relocate from its original lo-
cation in Duluth, Ga., to Lawrence-
ville 10 miles southeast. The move
subsequently led to a name change
from Pleasant Hill Baptist Church to
North Metro First Baptist Church, as
there was an existing congregation
in Lawrenceville known as Pleasant
Hill Baptist.

A native of Tallahassee, Fla., Cox
is a graduate of Mercer University in
Atlanta, New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary and Luther Rice
Seminary in Lithonia, Ga.

Cox’s wife, Mary, serves as the
Georgia Baptist Convention’s minis-
ters’ wives ministry coordinator. The
couple have two sons and a daugh-
ter. His first wife, Debbie, died of a
brain tumor in July 1986. Cox’s first
book, “Trusting God’s Heart,” is an
account of her illness and death.
Based on reporting by Baptist Press and
News Director Drew Nichter

IMB leaders emphasize need for more missionaries

Gainesville, Fla. (BP)—Southern
Baptist International Mission Board
trustees appointed 36 missionaries
during their Jan. 28-30 meeting in
Gainesville, Fla.

But Gordon Fort, IMB vice presi-
dent for overseas operations, asked
why there are not enough mission-
aries to reach a lost world.

If just 10 million of Southern
Baptists’ 16-plus million members
banded together to send 1 percent
of their number into missions, Fort
said, “we would have 100,000 mis-
sionaries.”

“We can’t be sitting in a spiritu-
al rocking chair,” he declared. “We
have to do something that can en-
sure these people groups have a wit-
ness.”

There are 600 remaining unen-
gaged, unreached people groups—
each with populations of more

than 100,000—that have no access
to the gospel, Fort noted. To engage
those people groups, which repre-
sent about 1 billion people around
the world, personnel need to be
placed among them to implement
aggressive church-planting strate-
gies, he said.

To place more missionaries on
the field, Southern Baptists need to
give even more than they have given
in the past to the Lottie Moon Christ-
mas Offering for International Mis-
sions, IMB treasurer and vice pres-
ident for finance David Steverson
told trustees.

Because of the declining value of
the dollar around the world, board
officials have projected that South-
ern Baptists needed to give $165 mil-
lion—meeting the goal for the 2007
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering—
just to sustain budgeted ministries

supported by 2006’s record $150 mil-
lion offering.

A final report on the 2007 Lottie
Moon offering total will be released
after the May 31 closing date for
offering receipts.

In his report to trustees, IMB Pres-
ident Jerry Rankin said that despite
ongoing political sensitivities and
restrictions on overt evangelism in
parts of the world, doors are open-
ing to the gospel.

He joined Vietnamese Baptists in
Ho Chi Minh City in early January
to celebrate Grace Baptist Church’s
official recognition by the Vietnam-
ese government.

There are strong foundations of
indigenous leadership and stable
churches training believers and en-
gaging students and unreached pop-
ulation segments in Southeast Asia,
Rankin told trustees.
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Fdr Harris, gospel
message trumps
winning Grammys

By Garrett Wishall
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Louisville—Despite his five
Grammy awards, 11 Dove
awards and 19 radio chart-
topping hits, gospel singer Lar-
nelle Harris said his career ac-
colades pale in comparison to
the responsibility of sharing
the gospel.

Harris, a Ken-
tucky Baptist
who was induct-
ed into the Gos-
pel Music Hall
of Fame last year,
will lead worship
for the Kentucky
Baptist Conven-
Larnelle Harris tion Evangelism

Conference Feb.
25-26 at Severns Valley Baptist
Church in Elizabethtown.

“I don’t know what else I
would be doing if I weren’t sing-
ing about Jesus Christ and the
truths of the gospel, and then
giving people an opportunity to
respond,” Harris noted.

“I try to make certain that
everything I do and sing comes

from a scriptural point of view,” .

he added. “When you sing or
speak the truth of Scripture, it
does something to the heart. I
believe that everyone should
be given the opportunity to re-
spond to the gospel and so I
sing about it. I don’t try to cloak
what [ am singing about.”

Local church involvement
is also high on Harris’s list of
priorities. A member of Maple
Grove Baptist Church in Lou-
isville for more than 30 years,
Harris has served as a deacon
for the past two decades and
views his role as a God-ordained
appointing.

Harris said he has revolted
against the “performer men-
tality” of viewing on-stage per-
formance and the rest of life
as two separate categories. In-
stead, he explained that believ-
ers are Christ’s representatives
in every arena of life. “You have
to do evangelism everywhere,”
he said. :

Hanging on the wall along-
side his Grammy and Dove
awards hangs a photograph tak-
en in Malawi. It includes Harris;
Larry Jones, founder and presi-
dent of the Christian organiza-
tion Feed The Children; and sev-
eral African tribesmen.

Harris said the photo was
snapped while he and Jones
were in the country selecting
a strategic location for the dig-
ging of a well to better meet the
needs of local residents.

“It is a principle of scripture
to be God’s hands and feet,” he
noted. “I want to be the guy that
has the towel wrapped around
his waist, washing the feet of
those who are dirty. My act of
washing those feet and loving
people is my witness that I have
been changed by God’s love, and
that God’s love is open and wait-
ing for them.”

" that

African-America

Continued from page 1

the poor,” reiterated that point call-
ing casino gambling “a very distract-
ing activity” that would have the
most destructive impact on “the
ones who can least afford to partic-
ipate.”

He also acknowledged slot ma-
chines as the greatest concern in
bringing casinos to the state. “We
wanted to make people keenly
aware of how slot machines are de-
signed to not make you rich,” Polk
said.

Edgar Wallace, pastor of Second
Christian Church of Midway, offered
further evidence of the destructive
nature of slot machines. He noted
that the machines currently drive
the casino industry, adding that “70
to 80 percent of casino revenues are
derived from slot machines.” That is
compared to only 20 percent as re-
cently as 20 years ago, he explained.

“Gamblers get addicted to ma-
chines about three times faster than
they do table games or horse rac-
ing,” Wallace pointed out.

Citing research done by MIT pro-
fessor Natasha Dow Schull, Wallace
said that “slot machines are engi-
neered to get people to play lon-
ger, faster and more intensively ...
and encourage gamblers to play to
extinction.”

“Today’s machines are a far cry
from the old one-armed bandits,”
he added. “These machines are engi-
neered to cultivate more gambling
addicts.”

Addressing the argument of
gambling proponents that the
amendment would bring $500 mil-
lion to the state, Wallace called that
position a “myth.” He cited research
shows Kentuckians would
have to lose $1.4 billion in order to
achieve that figure.

“We cannot fund government by
making losers of our citizens,” he
declared. “Government should pros-
per when its people prosper. Send-
ing more and more money out of
our state to casino owners will only
engage Kentucky in a race to the bot-
tom.”

KBC Executive Director Bill Mack-
ey estimated that 2 percent of the

n pastors rally in Frankfort

VOICING CONCERNS Willis Polk (left), president of KBC’s African-American Pastors’
Fellowship and pastor of Imani Baptist Church in Lexington, speaks at a news confer-
ence Feb. 6 in the Capitol Rotunda. Edgar Wallace (right), pastor of Second Christian
Church of Midway, waits to address the crowd. (KBC photo by Robert Reeves)

state population will become “path-
ological gamblers” if expanded gam-
bling is permitted in the state. From
that number, more than “1 million
people will be impacted by this ad-
diction,” he added.

Responding to gambling propo-

nents who have acknowledged the

“marginal costs” that casinos will
have on the state, Kevin Smith,
pastor of Watson Memorial Baptist
Church in Louisville, cited Christ’s
love for the marginalized as the rea-
son for his opposition.

“As a minister of the gospel of Je-
sus Christ, I can’t count one family
or individual as marginal or dismis-
sible,” he declared. “We want to af-
firm the value of each family and in-
dividual who is a citizen of the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky. No one is
dismissible.”

Polk said that to date, pastors and
churches within the African-Ameri-
can Pastors’ Fellowship have written
nearly 3,000 letters to legislators op-
posing expanded gambling. He add-
ed, however, that only three state
representatives have responded to
the Fellowship’s concerns.

Many proponents of the bill con-
tinue to insist that they intend to let
the people decide whether to bring

Upcoming conferences designed
to help church groups get creative

Louisville—Churches looking to
begin or improve creative arts and
youth missions ministries will ben-
efit from an assortment of practical
training sessions at two upcoming
Creative Ministries Festivals.

Creative Ministries Festival 2008
will be held Feb. 29-March 1 at
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Louisville, and again March
7-8 at First Baptist Church of Bowl-
ing Green.

Designed for teens and adults of
all skill levels, both events feature a
wide variety of training sessions. Par-
ticipants can customize their event
experience by selecting from sever-
al creative arts workshops, includ-
ing drama, interpretive movement,
mime, puppetry and clowning.

A variety of youth missions work-
shops will also be offered to help
train teens and leaders interested in
planning mission trips, vacation Bi-
ble schools, games and crafts.

Special guest artists featured at
this year’s events include:

® Chagy the Clown.

mJeff Smith, director of Salt &
Light Ministries in Richmond, Va.

® Comedienne Kim Coleman.

m Comedian Dr. Tom.

Auditions for the Kentucky Bap-
tist All-State Youth Choir and Youth
Orchestra will again take place in
conjunction with the Creative Min-
istries Festivals. High school youth
who are active members of a KBC
church may audition at either lo-
cation. For more information and
to register for an audition, visit
www.kybaptist.org/asyc (to register
for the choir) or www.kybaptist.org|
asyo (to register for the orchestra).

Space is limited and registration
is required. To register online, visit

www.kybaptist.org/cmf or contact -

the KBC creative ministries depart-
ment at (502) 489-3574 or toll-free in
Kentucky at (866) 489-3574.

casinos to the state. Citing section
256 of the state constitution, Wal-
lace noted that it is up to lawmakers
to decide if they are for the amend-
ment or against it, not the voters.

“If the legislature simply votes to
put the matter on the ballot, they
have abdicated their responsibility
as members of the Kentucky Gen-
eral Assembly,” Wallace said. “They
are here to represent our interests,
not their own.

“When they come here to rep-
resent their own interests, then we
need to ... send them home.”

Proposal status

Gambling opponents received a
boost Feb. 5 with the election of Re-
publican Brandon Smith to the state
Senate, filling the seat vacated by Lt.
Gov. Dan Mongiardo. Smith has said
that he is opposed to casino gam-
bling in Kentucky.

In addition, the Louisville Couri-
erJournal has reported that Smith’s
win could signal trouble for the pro-
posed gambling amendment. Rep.
Joni Jenkins (D-Shively), who serves
on the expanded gambling task
force, told the newspaper that the
proposal “might be on life support
at this time.”

KBC disaster
relief responds to
Kentucky storms

Greenville—The
Kentucky Baptist
Convention has
mobilized disaster relief
volunteers in response
to the severe tornado
outbreak that caused
widespread damage
throughout Kentucky
Feb. 5.

According to Coy
Webb, KBC’s disaster
relief associate, two
teams of volunteers—
including workers from
Trigg and Christian
counties—are working
in Muhlenberg County
to assess the damage
and assist with cleanup.

In addition to those
teams, the KBC has
sent disaster relief
volunteers to Cecilia,
Brandenburg and
Monroe County.

Webb said a
chainsaw team of 17
volunteers is currently
working in Cecilia
to clear debris and
assist with cleanup.
Additional teams
have been dispatched
for chainsaw work in
Brandenburg as well
as areas in Monroe
County.

‘Webb added that the
duration of the relief
effort has not yet been
determined.

Scotit Savell

anew generation of Airmen.

Former Kentucky pastor recognized
for his outstanding military service

Scott Air Force Base, lll.—Air Force chaplain, Captain Scott
Savell, a former Kentucky Baptist pastor, was recently rec-
ognized as the 375th Airlift Wing Director
of Staff Company Grade Officer of the Year
at Illinois’ Scott Air Force Base where he is
currently stationed.

Savell’s ministry and contribution to
the Wing mission was rated No. 1 out of
14 Company Grade Officers on the Wing
Commander’s personal support staff.

The honor recognizes Savell’s outstand-
ing ministry to Airmen and families, and
specifically the Singles’ Ministry Program
he directs in the Airmen Dorms.

Some of Savell’s achievements as chap-
lain include the spiritual care he delivers to the Air Mobility
Command’s “Showcase Chapel,” launching the Single Air-
men Ministry, delivering inspiring expository sermons with
life-changing impact, and developing a blog to connect with

Although serving on full-time active duty, Savell and
his wife, Susanne, are still members of Lakewood Bap-
tist Church in Louisville. He also served as pastor of Little
Mount Baptist Church in Taylorsville from 1996 to 2001.
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Worshipping with helmets

By Beth Newman

Richmond Va. (ABP)—Recent re-
ports about the age of messengers
to the Southern Baptist Convention
have alerted some to the
“graying” of the conven-
tion. Specifically, the
percentage of messengers aged 18-
39 dropped from a high of 35.9 per-
cent in 1985 to a low of 16.1 percent
in 2005.

Strictly speaking, this is not news,
and it is certainly not unique to the
SBC. Across the Protestant world this
age range has been shrinking. A lit-
tle more surprising is that Illinois’
Willow Creek Community Church,
once thought to be the hope of the
church’s future, is now experiencing
its own malaise.

There are, I'm sure, an almost
limitless supply of sociological, cul-
tural and economic explanations of
why this is happening. I want to sug-
gest at least one theological one: We
have a serious misunderstanding of
the purpose and nature of worship.
And this impoverished understand-
ing has serious implications for the
formation necessary for long-term
obedience and discipleship.

COMMENTARY

This misunderstanding is reflect-
ed in-the language we use. A small

example is the replacement of the

term “sanctuary” with “worship
center.” As with other
aspects of contempo-
rary reflection on the
church, there is a supposed meth-
od to this madness—the archaic
“church” language puts off potential
seekers. The difficulty, however, is
that “sanctuary” has a long biblical
history, a meaning that is complete-
ly absent from a worship center.

An even more egregious instance
of this reduced and confusing lan-
guage is the replacement of wor-
ship with “worship experience.”
The former focuses on God, the lat-
ter on us.

Annie Dillard is surely right to re-
mind us of the kind of expectation
we ought to bring to worship: “Does
anyone have the foggiest idea what
sort of power we so blithely invoke?
Or, as I suspect, does no one believe
a word of it? The churches are chil-
dren playing on the floor with their
chemistry sets, mixing up a batch of
TNT to kill a Sunday morning..It is
madness to wear ladies’ straw hats

and velvet hats to church; we should
all be wearing crash helmets. Ush-
ers should issue life preservers and
signal flares. They should lash us to
our pews.”

But where does this leave us?

Should we place helmets at the
doors of the church with a sign,
“Danger: Beware?” It would surely
be foolish to appear so uninviting.
And yet even Moses, despite his ter-
ror and dread, was drawn to the holy
presence in the burning bush. To
acknowledge that worship is risky,
even dangerous, is also to say it is
not simply about us. It’s about a God
we cannot domesticate, a God who
surprises and even shocks us out of
our easy complacency. .

We are easily tempted to believe
that the survival of the church de-
pends upon us. If this were true,
we would have to figure out ways to
make the gospel more palatable on
the world’s terms. Yet “God’s foolish-
ness is wiser than human wisdom,
and God’s weakness is stronger than
human strength.” As foolish as it
seems, worshipping with “holy hel-
mets” prepares us to be astonished
by a holy God.

Beth Newman is professor of theology and
ethics at Baptist Theological Seminary at

Three goals for making life better

By Anthony Jordan

Oklahoma City (BP)—Because I am
a preacher, I tend to think in threes.
Normal people have
circular thoughts or
thoughts that come in
ones or twos. But any selfrespecting
Baptist preacher will always think in
three points. It just isn’t comfortable
to think outside the box.

I want to challenge myself and
you to consider three areas that
cry out to us from the inner core of
our lives. In our loud, busy, hectic,
hard-charging world, consider these
three areas: silence, aloneness and
laughter.

I would propose that in today’s
world a moment of silence is deaf
ening. It is hard to imagine a min-
ute without the TV, iPod, radio, tele-
phone or some other device filling
the air with noise. Yet, I suggest that

FIRST PERSON

the only way we are going to find
ground center in our lives is to stop
the world, get off and sit in silence.

Silence has a way of
recentering our lives.
It is certainly one of
the only ways one is able to hear
the voice of the God. He doesn’t yell,
but speaks in a still small voice, The
Psalmist had it right when he quot-
ed the Lord, “Be still and know that
Iam God.”

I'am a totally radical “people per-
son.” I love people. I want to spend
time with people. But I have noticed
that when I have no alone time, my
life loses balance and rarely finds
center. Really, silence and aloneness
are kissing cousins. While long peri-
ods of aloneness can be damaging, I
doubt many of us in this world will
ever find ourselves in that danger.

Aloneness gives us time to think.

And time to think gives us opportu-
nity for new thoughts, visions and
dreams. Aloneness provides time
to contemplate our own life, its di-
rection or misdirection, and to pro-
cess our relationship with the One
to Whom we must give account. [ am
committed to finding little slices of
time to sit alone with my thoughts
and my God.

My third and final thought has
to do with laughter. I deal with too
much serious stuff. Serious stuff
impairs your funny bone. I love to
laugh.

Laughter comes best out of life ex-
periences. People-watching gives me
some of my greatest and most harm-
less laughs. Solomon was right.
Laughter is like good medicine. Most
of us need to plan regularly to in-
dulge in a heaping dose of laughter.
Life will be better.

Anthony Jordan is executive director of the
Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma.

Kentucky Baptists can overcome bharriers

“Overcoming Barriers” is the
theme for the upcoming Kentucky
Baptist Evangelism Con-
ference Feb. 25-26 at Sever-
ns Valley Baptist Church in
Elizabethtown. This seems
to be an especially perti-
nent topic given a recent
LifeWay Research study
that indicates the greatest
barrier to Christ can be the
church itself.

According to LifeWay’s
study of “unchurched
Americans” which polled
1,400 adults who had not attended
areligious service in the previous six
months, many Christians are seen by
the unchurched as hypocrites rather
than people who are living out their
love for God by loving others.

Another barrier for unchurched
Americans is their misunderstand-
ing about who God is. While 72 per-
cent said they believe in a supreme
being, only 48 percent agreed there
is one God as described in the Bible.
Sixty-one percent believe the God of

PARTNERS IN
THE Mission

Bill Mackey

gods of other religions. Also, 86 per-
cent believe they can have a relation-
ship with God without be-
ing involved in church.

The good news is that
66 percent of 18-29-year-
olds agreed that Jesus
died and came back to life,
compared to 54 percent of
adults 30 and older.

Also, 78 percent said
they would be willing to
listen to someone talk
about their Christian be-
liefs. Only 28 percent of
adults 30 and older said they think
Christians they know talk to them
too much about their beliefs. More
than 75 percent of adults 30 and
older said they would enjoy an
honest conversation with a friend
about religious beliefs, even if they
disagree with that friend.

Although this research indicated
there are great challenges for Chris-
tians, there are also wonderful op-
portunities for each church to con-
nect with its community through
servant evangelism and to reverse

- - . < S o

the perception that the church is
not living out its love for God by lov-
ing others. This is the time to trust
God to enable us to overcome all bar-
riers—within and without—and to
enter the white harvest fields com-
pelled by His love for all people.

Plan to attend the Evangelism
Conference and bring church mem-
bers with you so they can be encour-
aged and challenged to share their
faith. Session speakers and leaders
of breakout luncheons will provide
significant approaches in overcom-
ing barriers to evangelism. Grammy
winner Larnelle Harris will provide
inspirational music.

I know personally and have heard
most of the speakers. They are god-
ly men who have spent years in min-
istry finding ways to overcome the
barriers that arise with each gener-
ation.

Women also will enjoy an out-
standing session designed just for
them Feb. 26. The session features
Phyllis Foy of the North American
Mission Board and singer Alicia Wil-
liamson Garcia.

Bill Mackey is executive director of the

Kentucky Baptist Convention
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Tips to financially
survive your next
family vacation

By Jeremy White

Your family vacation—where
to spend it and how to pay for
it—are important decisions.
The answers to
those questions
can bring great
enjoyment and
togetherness—
or frustration
and stress.

Some fami-
lies feel guilty during their va-
cation because of overspend-
ing. Some families do not even
pay off last year’s vacation be-
fore the next one rolls around.
These five recommendations re-
garding the family vacation can
help relieve these symptoms of
“vacationitis”:

Understand your real objec-
tives. A vacation should first of
all, provide a break in the rou-
tine for each member of the
family and be long enough to al-
low you to wind down from dai-
ly activities. Second, our family
strives to build memories dur-
ing vacation time. A third objec-
tive is to build relationships.

Make children a part of the
process. Plan vacations in ad-
vance with your family by dis-
cussing objectives, budget and
priorities. This helps avoid con-
flict, as well as teaches decision
making and goal setting. En-
courage your children to save
money during the year for the
vacation. This teaches them de-
layed gratification and gives
them a sense of excitement
about the vacation. But remem-
ber to give the freedom to spend
on vacation as they wish. This
will avoid conflict and builds a
trust relationship between par-.
ents and children.

Never borrow to fund a vaca-
tion. Prepare a specific vacation
budget as part of your annual
spending plan. This way, when
vacation time arrives, there is
no guilt related to spending the
money. No money does not nec-
essarily mean no vacation. No
money simply means that a cre-
ative alternative to a vacation is
required.

Be creative in saving mon-
ey. Can the objectives of the va-
cation be accomplished in some
way other than a cruise or a trip
to Europe? For example, can
you camp out instead of staying
in a hotel? Can you stay with
friends? Can you go in the off
season? What activities can you
enjoy on vacation that do not re-
quire spending money?

Trust God to provide resourc-
es. Whenever you borrow to
fund a vacation, you are in ef-
fect saying that God cannot pro-
vide for your vacation except
through a lender. God may pro-
vide a vacation as well as a busi-
ness or mission trip.

Jeremy White is a certified public
accountant with Blythe, White &
Associates in Paducah.




WESTERNRECORDER.org

OPINION

FEBRUARY 12, 2008 5

Valentine’s Day offers couples
opportunity to assess marriage

Q: Should Christian couples observe Valentines Day?

Valentine’s Day, despite its commercial and syrupy
underpinnings, represents a great opportunity for an annu-

* al marriage checkup. While recogniz-
MARRI AGE ing the ebb and flow of romantic feel-
ings, partners should carefully assess
the heart and vital signs of their marriage by asking these
questions inspired by 1 Corinthians 13:4-7:
mAm I more patient with my spouse
than I was last year?

® Am I kinder and more apt to go out of
my way to say nice things and do thought-
ful deeds?

® Am I putting envy aside and celebrat-
ing my partner’s successes and gifts?

® Am I more humble and less boastful than a year ago?

® Do I make less cutting or improper remarks when I
don’t get my way? Am I less prone to become silent and
withdrawn?

® Do [ put my spouse first more often than a year ago, be-
ing more willing to serve?

m Am I less likely to let little things bother me and more
willing to be forgiving?

mWhen I need to confront my spouse, do I do so lovingly
and with compassion?

m Do I dwell on the best in my spouse, rather than focus-
ing on his or her shortcomings?

® Am [ more committed to accepting and enduring the
inevitable difficult seasons of marriage, knowing that God
can use even these?

Valentine’s Day is a fine time to remember that the true
hallmark of love is not a sentimental card from Cupid, but
a sacrificial commitment from Christ. If we are following,
He beckons and empowers us daily to be a little more like
Him —Scott Wigginton

Q: How can parents be sure their children know they are
loved?

As Valentine’s Day approaches, love becomes a special
topic of thought and deed as folks look for ways to show

love to the special people in their
({3 11]'[-H® lives. The season can remind par-
ents of the importance of making

sure they consistently demonstrate love for their children
to their children. ;

Without question, most parents love their children.
However, as Ross Campbell, author of “The Five Love Lan-
guages of Children,” points out, kids can sometimes be
loved but not feel loved. Saying “I love you” does not count
as much with children who operate on a feeling level that
runs deeper than words. Campbell suggests four behaviors
that parents can put into practice immediately that will en-
sure that their children feel loved.

Eye contact. Looking directly into the eyes of your child
when you talk to them will help you connect at the deepest
levels and will help your child know you care about them
in a special way.

Physical contact. Appropriate kinds of touches (hugs,
playful pokes, pats on the back, holding hands, tousling

" hair) communicate love in a powerful way.

Focused attention. Giving focused attention requires
shutting out all distractions and letting your child know
that at this particular moment in time, they have your un-
divided attention and are the most important person in
your life.

Discipline. Discipline and love go hand in hand. Showing
love through discipline means saying, “I care enough about
you that I am not going to let you do certain things or act
in certain ways.” When we fail to set limits for our children,
we are not just being permissive and indulgent; we are in
fact saying very loudly, “I don’t care.”—David Garrard

Family Forum writers are: :

David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist
Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org.

James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church
in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex.org.

Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in
Louisville. E-mail: dr.vincent@insightbb.com.

Scott Wigginton, associate professor of pastoral ministries and
counseling at Campbellsville University and minister
of counseling at GCampbellsville Baptist Church. E-mail:
sewigginton@campbellsville.edu.

Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box

43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net.
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‘Putting your money where your mouth is’

As I move into my final few weeks as editor of the
Western Recorder, it is becoming clear there will be
several editorial ideas that never make it into the pag-
es of the Recorder. As I have done occasional-
ly over the past several years, I wanted to take »

i
a

time this week to mention several issues rath- »

il

er than focus on only one editorial topic. I

Convention priorities. As 2008 rapidly
moves along, the Kentucky Baptist Conven- P
tion Mission Board staff continues to juggle .

a variety of major ministry emphases, includ- ]%
ing such priorities as efforts to encourage '
increased baptisms, discipleship and church
planting.

Reflecting the old saw, “Put your money "
where your mouth is,” three other key pri-
orities are obvious in light of recent Mission
Board staff additions. Those vital ministries—which
have long been pivotal parts of the KBC’s overall min-
istry strategy—are Cooperative Program promotion,
partnership missions and disaster relief.

Dedicated leaders in each of those areas began
their new roles with the state convention in January.
Billy Compton, former pastor of Severns Valley Baptist
Church in Elizabethtown and a former KBC president,
began Jan. 1 as the KBC’s executive associate for Coop-
erative Program and resources. In that role, he is re-
sponsible for encouraging Kentucky Baptists to express
a renewed commitment to CP support and biblical
stewardship. That is particularly significant since Ken-
tucky Baptist churches’ undesignated contributions
through CP have declined from more than 10 percent a
decade ago to just over 7 percent today.

Partnership missions has been a popular ministry
focus for the past several years. Effective Jan. 16, Scott
Pittman became director of the KBC’s partnership mis-
sions department. He succeeds Ross Bauscher, who was
named the leader of the KBC evangelism growth team
just over a year ago. As a longtime missionary to Brazil
and former Kentucky Baptist pastor, Pittman brings a
wealth of practical experience to the partnership mis-
sions position.

As KBC Executive Director Bill Mackey noted in a
recent interview, “It is crucial to continue involving
church leaders and members in partnership missions.
Personal involvement helps advance the cause of mis-

Trennis Henderson

sions and develops a greater passion for support of mis-
sions.” ;

In the area of disaster relief, Coy Webb, former pas-
tor of First Baptist Church of Monticello, was
named Baptist Men’s associate effective Jan.
1. He succeeds Larry Koch, who retired Jan. 31.

. In addition to his responsibilities in coordi-

! nating the KBC’s disaster relief efforts, Webb

will provide leadership in such areas as Bap-

tist Builders, Campers on Mission and Habi-
tat for Humanity. 4

One needs to look no further than the
deadly storms that hit Kentucky and several
other states last week to be reminded of the
urgency of disaster relief’s hands-on ministry
philosophy of providing disaster victims “a
cup of water in Jesus’ name.”

These three areas—Cooperative Program support to
help fund ministries at home and around the world,
partnership mission projects and disaster relief ef
forts—are timely examples of how Kentucky Baptists
are seeking to impact today’s culture with the gospel
of Christ.

Gambling battle. Kentucky Baptist leaders and oth-
er concerned citizens continue to seek to halt expand-
ed gambling in Kentucky. During a Capitol rally last
week organized by the Kentucky Baptist African-Amer-
ican Pastors’ Fellowship, Lincoln Bingham, pastor of St.
Paul Missionary Baptist Church in Louisville, remind-
ed participants, “We’re here today to state affirmatively,
strongly, emphatically, with clarity our opposition to ex-
panded gambling.” A similar rally led by WAGE (Women
Against Gambling Expansion) was held this week.

Don’t take for granted that pro-casino forces can be
halted without your help. You can leave a message for
your state legislators by calling the toll-free legislative
message line at (800) 372-7181.

Valentine’s Day. Oops, I'm almost out of space this
week too. Suffice it to say that Valentine’s Day is an ex-
cellent occasion to enthusiastically proclaim your love
for your spouse, family members and others who are
dear to you. As Scott Wigginton emphasizes in this
week’s Family Forum column, “Valentine’s Day, de-
spite its commercial and syrupy underpinnings, rep-
resents a great opportunity for an annual marriage
checkup.” Don’t miss that opportunity.

E-mail and evangelism

By Chuck Lawless
Louisville (BP)—It’s official. I no
longer like e-mail.

who might be less inclined to speak
face-to-face about Jesus.
On the other hand,

evangelism is often equated with
putting a check in the offering plate
on Sunday.

I need to be clear here. I fully sup-
port using any God-honoring means
to spread the gospel. Ignoring cur-

That wasn’t always A[iEYE T8 1]'B my concern that e-mail
the case. I still remem- promotes faceless com-

ber discovering e-mail for the first
time. My computer modem was as
large as a vintage radio and as loud
as a jet engine, but it allowed me to
contact friends at a moment’s no-
tice, at any time of the day or night.

Today, e-mail provides a means to
express much more than we would
say personally. We give too little
thought to our words when com-
munication is between computer
screens rather than two people look
ing each other in the eye.

My biggest concern about e-mail,
though, is that this medium makes
it possible to send messages with-
out ever talking to each other. I fear
that face-to-face conversations have
sometimes been unintentionally
sacrificed on the altar of e-mail con-
venience.

Of course, my distaste for e-mail
is really only partial. I am excited
when I hear from long-lost friends
who found me via web pages and e-
mail. I can now communicate with
missionaries around the world. And,
email has provided unprecedent-
ed opportunities for doing evange-
lism—especially for those believers

munication is dwarfed by a simi-
lar concern about current trends in
evangelism. Think about it:

® Evangelism in too many church-
es is about believers responding to a
guest who first visited the church
rather than their proactively shar-
ing Christ. If the non-believer makes
the first move, we are then ready to
respond with the gospel.

mEvangelism is sometimes re-
duced to “invite others to church,
where someone else will tell them
about Jesus”—and even then more
corporately than individually. In
that case, nobody does personal
evangelism.

mIn some congregations, evan-
gelizing takes place more on the
international mission field than in
a church member’s neighborhood.
The same believer who travels over-
seas to speak of Christ through a
translator often leapfrogs his own
unbelieving neighbors who speak
the same language.

m Despite the New Testament em-
phasis on laity, too many church-
es still relegate evangelism to hired
clergy. Personal involvement in

rent technological advances means
missing great opportunities now
available. I want church members
to appreciate so much God’s work
through their church that they will-
ingly invite their friends to attend.
My heart beats with global mis-
sions, and I have seen church mem-
bers more committed to local evan-
gelism after returning from the mis-
sion field. I also believe that clergy
must set the example in doing evan-
gelism. Hence, I am not discounting
the methods and strategies listed
above. I simply am saying that they
are not enough if evangelism is not
also personal.

Yes, write evangelistic e-mails, in-
vite your neighbors and friends to
church, follow up with guests, take
mission trips and expect your pastor
to be a model. Prayerfully support all
that your church does to reach its
community.

Don’t forget, though, to tell oth-
ers about Jesus—and do it face-to-
face.

Chuck Lawless is dean of the Billy Graham
School of Missions, Evangelism and Church
Growth at Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville
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EASTER TREAT NAMB
missionary Jon Jamison
gives an Easter basket of
candy to 5-year-old Emilio
Garcia, a frequent visitor
at The Friendship Center
in Des Moines, lowa.

Each year, Jamison, with
help from local Southern
Baptists, sponsor an
Easter party for kids at the
center, during which the
gospel message is shared.

Jon said. “Upwards of

Seizing the moment

Cenler provides opportunity to build trust, share gospel with at-risk children, families

Continued from page 1
Urgency Seize Your Divine Mo-
ment.” The 2008 Annie Armstrong
Easter Offering’s goal is $61 million,
100 percent is used to help mission-
aries such as the Jamisons.

The Friendship Baptist Center, a
non-descript building, sits on the
corner of Meek Avenue and Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Parkway in Des
Moines.

“The neighborhood surround-
ing the Friendship Baptist
Center is a poverty-im-
pacted community,”

30-35 percent of the

households are in pov-

erty. Many of the people are victims
of crime. There’s a lot of violence,
gang activity and drugs in the com-
munities surrounding the center.
So we have a challenge just out51de
our doors.

“Many people struggle with hav-
ing something to eat, having clothes
to wear, shelter, heat in the winter.
For kids in the area, there’s no one
at home to take care of them,” he
continued.

“Kids must find a way to wake
themselves up in the morning,” Jon
explained. “If there’s food in the
house, they have to make their own
breakfast. They have to find a way
to school, if they go. Many kids are
sort of their own parents. That may
sound like fun, but it also brings
some struggles.”

Mindy Jamison echoes her hus-
band.

“The kids get up and don’t take
a bath because there’s no water,”
she said. “They don’t have a tooth-
brush or shampoo. They probably
forget to take their books to school.
They walk to school in the cold, and
it gets very cold in Des Moines,” she
added. “They go hungry and with-
out basic needs, much less encour-
agement and nourishment.”

The problem belongs to local
Christians as much as the children
who come to the center, Mindy con-
cluded.

“I think if that doesn’t break our
heart, if that doesn’t concern us,

RMSTRONG

then our heart isn’t lined up with
the heart of Christ,” she said. “He
was so concerned for ‘the least of
these.”

Mindy began urban missions in
her native Fort Myers, Fla. She said
the neighborhood around the Des
Moines center is “great” and “hor-
rible” at the same time.

The Friendship Baptist Center
primarily serves African-
Americans and Hispan-

ics, the Jamisons said,
but the community
also is home to refu-
gees from Zaire, Sudan
and Bosnia.

The ministry helps
the community in many ways. “Kids
Club” is an afterschool program
that provides students help with
homework and a safe place to play
board games or sports. They also
learn life skills, nutrition and even
how to cook. And, of course, the
Jamisons teach boys and girls about
the Bible.

“Once we get to know the kids
better, we offer a Bible study and
teach them what God says about
their lives and how God wants to be
a part of their lives,” Jon said.

“Many times, we tell them Bible
stories, and it’s the first time they’ve
ever heard Bible stories,” he contin-
ued. “It’s great to see the lights come
on when they realize that God loves
them and can provide for them.”

Teaching unchurched boys and
girls is very different from telling
Bible stories to children who have
grown up in an evangelical church,
the Jamisons said.

“Many of the neighborhood kids
here are waiting on the edge of their
seats to find out how the Bible story
ends because they haven’t heard it
before,” Mindy said.

Fifteen Kids Club volunteers
“pour their lives into these kids ev-
ery day,” Mindy said. In all, 250 vol-
unteers help the Jamisons annually.

“The kids get to meet volunteers
from all over who may be Iowa State
students, people from local church-
es, and others,” Jon said. “The kids
get to rub shoulders with them and
be mentored by them. “It’s so im-
portant ... to get them here, off the
streets and into a positive place,”
he said.

Language lessons

Another huge project for the cen-
ter is its English as a Second Lan-
guage classes.

“It’s a great way for us to con-
nect to the community,” Jon said.
“Immigrants and refugees come to
Des Moines and need to provide for
their families. They need a job. And
often they can find better jobs if they
speak English.”

The center also provides a food
and clothing ministry, adult Bible
studies, GED tutoring and summer
camps.

“The Clothes Closet is an im-
portant ministry because it’s free,
and because it’s meeting such a ba-
sic need,” Mindy said. “A lot of our
ladies come to the Clothes Closet.
They call it ‘The Mall.”” In addition
to clothing for adults and children,
the Clothes Closet supplies residents

FAMILY ON MISSION Jon and Mindy
Jamison with their two-year-old daugh-
ter, Maggie. (Photos by Norm Appleton)

with free household items.

The Clothes Closet helps the Jam-
isons build personal relationships
with customers, and it provides
open doors to sharing the gospel.

“When they come in for clothes,
we ask them about other needs in
their lives,” Mindy said. “We ask
them if we can pray for them. We ask
them if they know about Christ.”

Through the day-to-day interac-
tion with residents the Jamisons dis-
cover ways to share the gospel.

“We have found that forming
relationships is the way we’re going
to introduce Christ in Des Moines,”
Jon said, “not only to the children
but to the adults. If we can connect
with them on a level that is non-
threatening—a level that says ‘'m
fun and I want to have fun with
you'—then we can relax. Once we get
to know them, the spiritual conver-
sations can take place. We can talk
to them about the things that both-
er and worry them, and share the
love of Christ with them.”

The couple said one of the most
challenging problems they face is
trying to prevent local kids from
joining the gangs that roam the
streets of inner city Des Moines.

“Many of the kids join a gang
because either they want power or
protection,” Jon explained. “Some
people will join a gang because
they know they can wield pow-
er. They can be a powerful person
in the neighborhood. Or they fear
that without the gang, they will
be picked on. They feel like a gang
gives them a ready-made group of
people who are willing to stand up
with them.

“A lot of times the gang becomes
their family,” Jon continued. “The
gang provides immediate support,
immediate family and immediate
love.”

Gangs create a strong temptation
for children and youth who want to
do what’s right, who want to follow
Christ, Jon said.

“The kids still have to face the
pressures of violence in the streets.
They have to decide, ‘Am I willing
to stand alone and be a Christian
and follow Christ and do what that
means, or do I want to surround
myself with gang members and let
them become my family?’”

Through the Friendship Baptist
Center, boys and girls are taught
that God loves them and that He has
a plan for them, beyond violence

and destruction.

“Some people have not heard
the name of Jesus,” Mindy said. “We
share the gospel, and often it’s the
first time someone’s ever heard of
Jesus.”

Gang- and domestic violence
plagues the community around the
center, Jon said. “We have many peo-
ple from the community who are
in prison right now because of vio-
lence,” Jon said. “Our goal is that, as
these people come to know Christ,
the crimes will stop and the reliance
on drugs will stop.”

The stakes are high in inner city
Des Moines, the Jamisons said.

“While we know we'’re attempt-
ing to reach this community for
Christ, there are gang leaders who
are attempting to reach the commu-
nity, t0o,” Jon said. “There are peo-
ple of other faiths who are trying to
reach this community,” he added,
noting that Muslims, Buddhists and
Mormons are aggressively spreading
their religions locally.

Family first

Despite the many obstacles, the
Jamisons say they are blessed as
husband and wife to serve together
and to bring their nearly two-year-
old daughter, Maggie, to work with
them every day.

“We can come to work together
every day and can both be used of
God,” Mindy said.

Jon, a native of Elizabethton,
Tenn., and Mindy both accepted
Christ as children, graduated from
Carson-Newman College in Jefferson
City, Tenn., and from New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary. They
said they fell in love with missions
because of the many mission trips in
which they participated as youth.

“The Annie Armstrong Easter Of
fering is such a blessing to us,” Min-
dy said. “Because of financial cooper-
ation among Southern Baptists, we
can focus on the ministry without
worrying about where funds will
come from or where our next pay-
check will come from, or how to find
money to feed hungry people.

“Through the Annie Armstrong
offering, we are able to offer the love
of Christ ... without closing the doors
every couple of months to seek addi-
tional funding,” she continued.

“Annie Armstrong provides con-
sistent, reliable ministry for those
in need all year-round,” Mindy con-
cluded. “We also know Baptists are
praying for us as they give. It enables
us to be here and for the ministries
to continue. It’s our lifeline here in
Iowa.” !

The Southern Baptist North
American Mission Board provides
many resources to assist churches
as they promote the week of prayer
and offering, including the annual
missions study, written for all ages.

Video presentations, children’s
resources, posters, offering enve-
lopes, bulletin inserts, sermon out-
lines, skits and other materials can
be reviewed online at www.annie
armstrong.com. Materials also are
available in Spanish, French and Ko-
rean.

To request materials by phone,
call (800) 634-2462.
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Questions arise over jump in
‘born-again’ support of Dems

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

Washington (RNS)—A new poll that
shows Sen. Hillary Clinton drawing
a large percentage of “born-again”
voters is giving her campaign some-
thing to trumpet, but is also prompt-
ing questions: Did the pollster de-
fine born-again too broadly? And if
so, are the results meaningful?

California-based researcher
George Barna found that Clinton,
a New York Democrat, leads among
born-again voters at 20 percent, fol-
lowed by Sen. Barack Obama, D1,
(18 percent) and former Republi-
can Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee
(12 percent). No other candidate re-
ceived double-digit support, and 30
percent of poll respondents were un-
decided.

The poll also found that 40 per-
cent of born-agains likely to vote
would choose the Democratic can-
didate in November, compared to
29 percent who favor a Republican
nominee and 28 percent who are un-
decided.

The numbers would represent a
-seismic shift in presidential politics,
signaling that Democrats are mak-
ing serious inroads in their attempt
to woo religious-minded voters away
from the GOP.

It also would add a new dynamic
to an ongoing tussle between Demo-
crats and exit pollsters who ask Re-
publican primary voters about their
religious leanings, but do not ask
the same questions of Democratic
voters.

But some observers say Barna’s
definition of a born-again Chris-
tian—someone who has made a per-
sonal commitment to Jesus Christ
and, based on a confession of sins,
believes heaven awaits after death—
may be too broad.

“That’s a really broad measure,”
noted John Green, a senior fellow
at the Washington-based Pew Forum
on Religion & Public Life. “If you
think about it, all kinds of Christians
might be able to agree with that.”

Senator moves to allow churches
to show Super Bowl. Pennsylva-
nia Sen. Arlen Specter, the rank-
ing Republican on the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee, plans to intro-
duce legislation to allow church-
es to show the Super Bowl on wi-
descreen televisions, just as bars
do now. “There’s absolutely no
reason why you ought to be able
to have a big screen in a bar but
not in a church, where a church
is having a social event,” Specter
said in an interview Feb. 3. NFL
spokesman Brian McCarthy has
said NFL rules protect the net-
work that paid to broadcast the
game because large gatherings—
in churches or theaters—could
erode ratings and affect advertis-
ing revenues.

Judge lowers judgment against
Kan. church. A federal judge in
Baltimore Feb. 4 reduced the
$10.9 million judgment against
a Kansas church and three of
its members who protested out-

NATIONAL NOTES

At its broadest measure, the
“born-again” category could include
white Protestants (often reliable Re-
publicans), Catholics (a frequent
swing vote) or black Protestants (re-
liable Democrats).

Barna, who did not return calls
for comment, said in a statement
that Republicans will have a tough
time reaching born-again voters.

“Given the large percentage of un-
decided voters, it is possible that the
Republican candidate might eventu-
ally win a majority of the born-again
vote,” he wrote. “However, it will not
be easy to win them over.”

The Barna Group uses a narrow-
er definition of “evangelical” in
polling. Respondents—who are not
asked to describe themselves as ei-
ther “born-again” or “evangelical”—
must meet Barna’s born-again crite-
ria as well as seven other categories
to be counted as evangelicals.

Barna’s figures have received at-
tention. Beliefnet.com’s “God-o-Me-
ter” called the findings “eye-pop-
ping,” and David Brody, a widely-
read correspondent for Pat Robert-
son’s Christian Broadcasting Net-
work, said the research confirms his
detection of “a gradual shift of born-
again Christians who have become
more sympathetic to the Democrat-
ic Party.”

Mark Silk, a contributor to the
“Spiritual Politics” blog on religion
and the current election campaign,
offered a more qualified analysis of
the numbers.

“First, the born-again are not sep-
arated by race or ethnicity and so in-
clude a lot of traditional Democratic
voters, African-Americans especial-
ly,” Silk wrote.

He added that a more accurate
measure might be the missing reli-
gious questions in exit polls among
primary voters.

“The bottom line: This is sugges-

ve,” Silk noted, “but it would be
really helpful if today’s Democratic
exit polls include the standard evan-
gelical question.”

side a fallen Marine’s funeral. U.S
District Judge Richard Bennett
awarded $5 million to Albert Sny-
der, “for acts of intentional inflic-
tion of mental and emotional dis-
tress (and) invasion of privacy” by
protesting members of Westboro
Baptist Church in Topeka, Kan.
outside his son’s 2006 funeral.

Gambling addictions common on
campuses. An NCAA survey in
2003 found that 63 percent of Di-
vision I male student-athletes ad-
mitted to gambling, and more
than 17 percent admitted violat-
ing NCAA regulations by betting
on collegiate sports, according to
a report published last month in
the Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch.
“Gambling is the second-fast-
est-growing addiction on college
campuses, behind alcohol,” said
Frank Turner, a sports manage-
ment professor at Ohio State Uni-
versity. “Athletes are competitive
individuals, and that competitive-
ness can lead to gambling.”
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Continued from page 1
ing will be “lengthy and extensive,”
he noted.

Tennessee Baptist Convention
President Tom McCoy called on
Southern Baptists in that state and
across the nation to consider how
they can help the Union University
community tackle the challenge of
rebuilding.

“We know the storms destroyed
much of the personal possessions of
many, and I encourage all our Bap-
tist brothers and sisters across our
state and nation to support those
who have experienced loss,” McCoy
urged. “T also ask you to pray to see
if the Lord would lay it on your heart
to help Union financially in its re-
building effort.”

Local churches, as well as sev-
eral of Union’s peer institutions,
have already offered their resourc-
es to the stricken campus. Samford
University in Birmingham, Ala., has
set up a fund to assist with relief
and rebuilding efforts, and officials
at Rhodes College, a Presbyterian
school in Memphis, Tenn., have also
offered their assistance.

After taking a day to evaluate the
damage inflicted on the campus, the
school launched a major clean-up ef-
fort on Feb. 7. U.S. Homeland Secu-
rity Secretary Michael Chertoff and
Tennessee Gov. Phil Bredesen also
toured the tornado-ravaged campus.

University officials also are draft-
ing an “intermediate strategy” to
help get classes underway again on
Feb. '18, Dockery said, despite the
fact that almost every building on
campus sustained significant dam-
age during the storm.

The day after the storm, faculty
and staff met students at a shopping
center across from campus to verify
that everyone was safe and account-
ed for, according to Union professor
Michael Chute. Local churches mobi-
lized buses to transport students to
host homes.

Students living in the McAfee
campus housing complex—the one

Florida marriage amendment
certified for November ballot

Tallahassee, Fla. (BP)—A constitutional amendment to
protect traditional marriage in Florida will appear on the
November ballot after supporters gathered 92,000 extra pe-
titions in about two weeks after learning a computer glitch
had dropped the previous tally below the 611,000 required
signatures.

John Stemberger, chairman of the Florida Coalition to
Protect Marriage, was notified earlier this month by the di-
rector of the state Division of Elections that the Florida Mar-
riage Protection Amendment was officially certified for the
Nov. 4 general election ballot.

“We are grateful to God first and to our supporters sec-
ond for this amazing victory,” Stemberger said. “What our
people did was simply remarkable.”

In January, supporters of the amendment were informed
that they had fallen nearly 22,000 signatures shy of the re-
quired number after an audit found that 27,000 petitions
from Miami-Dade and other counties were double-counted.

The text of the proposed amendment says, “Inasmuch as
marriage is the legal union of only one man and one wom-
an as husband and wife, no other legal union that is treated
as marriage or the substantial equivalent thereof shall be
valid or recognized.”

“The battle has only just engaged and I ask all Florida
Baptists to place the Florida Marriage Protection Amend-
ment on their prayer lists until the Nov. 4 election,” said Bill
Bunkley, legislative consultant for the Florida Baptist Con-
vention.

Tornado devastates Union

X

% " v

ASSESSING THE DAMAGE R

Univers

ity campus

escue workers begin the long process of cleanup and

repair at Union University in Jackson, Tenn. after a Feb. 5 tornado left dormitories and
other facilities in shambles. (BP photo by Jim Veneman)

least damaged in the storm—were
allowed back into their rooms to re-
trieve their belongings.

Also, service was restored to the
university’s main Web site less than
18 hours after the tornado took it of:
fline. A new site, uuemergency.com,
has been established to communi-
cate with members of the univer-
sity community.

Dockery expressed gratitude to
those who have offered support and
prayers to the school in the wake of
the storm’s devastation.

“I want to offer highest commen-
dations for our students and the Stu-
dent Life Team, who have handled
this challenge in amazing ways,” he
said in a letter. “We want to thank ev-
eryone who has given help, provided
service and offered ongoing prayer
on behalf of Union University.

“We thank God for His providen-
tial care,” Dockery added. “With the
help of God, we will move forward
together.”

Compiled from reporting by Baptist Press,
Associated Baptist Press and Religion News
Service

COSTLY STORMS Union University Pres-
ident David Dockery surveys damage to
the Jackson, Tenn., campus after a Feb. 5
tornado. He estimated that the cost of the
damage will be 15 times that of the $2.6
million destruction caused by a 2002 tor-
nado. (BP photo by Morris Abernathy)

Tornadoes destroy
Tenn. church, kill
dozens in south

Savannah, Tenn. (BP)—More
than 60 rare winter tornadoes
touched down in parts of Ten-
nessee, Arkansas, Kentucky, Al-
abama and Mississippi Feb. 5,
killing at least 57 people and
leaving residents to cope with
damaged homes, downed pow-
er lines and fallen trees.

Sharon Baptist Church in Sa-
vannah, Tenn. along the Tennes-
see River in the southwest part
of the state, was destroyed. The
church, which also houses Sa-
vannah Christian Academy, is
led by Jerry Spencer, a former
Southern Baptist Convention
Executive Committee member
and former itinerant evangelist.
The school had been a ministry
of the church since 1997.

“TI'd say it’s totally destroyed,”
a dispatcher at the Hardin
County sheriff’s office said. “The
main part of the building, I saw
videos of it. It’s kind of standing,
but it probably won’t be stable,
and the metal buildings were
completely destroyed. I would
just about say they’ll have to
tear it down and start over.”

The deaths included 32 peo-
ple in Tennessee, 13 in Arkan-
sas, seven in Kentucky and five
in Alabama, according to the
Associated Press.

President Bush said Feb. 6
that his thoughts were with the
tornado victims.

“Our  administration s
reaching out to state officials,”
he said. “I just called the gov-
ernors of the affected states. I
wanted them to know that this
government will help them;
but more importantly, I want-
ed them to be able to tell the
people in their states that the
American people hold those
who suffer up in prayer.”

S EMI

COMEBACK

CHURCHES

MARCH 25, 2008

10:00 am - 2:30 pm

N AR

FOR MORE INFORMATION,

go to ww.kybaptist.org/comeback, call
302-489-3335 or 866-489-3335 (toll free in KY)
or e-mail churchdevelopmentekybaptist.org

$20 PER PERSON

(includes lunch and materials)

COOPERATIVE PROGRAM

KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, BOWLING GREEN
621 East 12th Avenue,
Bowling Green, KY 42101

FEATURING ED STETZEH, author of Comeback Churches, r‘%c

director of LifeWay Research and LifeWay's missiologist in residence
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Planning for attack is concern for churches of all sizes

By Hannah Elliott
Associated Baptist Press

Colorado Springs, Colo. (ABP)—One
day after a shooter killed two sisters
at Colorado’s New Life Church, Pas-
tor Brady Boyd told reporters the
church had become a target because
of its size and notoriety.

But the toll to the church could
have been much worse, Boyd quick-
ly added. The church security team
quickly and effectively subdued the
attacker, a 24-year-old man who ulti-
mately was shot and died.

“Because we took extra precau-
tions, we saved a lot of lives yester-
day,” Boyd said at the time. “We have
had a plan in place here for many
years, before I ever came as senior
pastor, for situations like this.”

But what should an average
church do to prepare for a violent
crisis? What’s more, how should
staff members prepare a congrega-
tion for the unthinkable without
terrifying it in the process?

It is helpful to recognize that sim-
ply articulating security plans does
not mean a church is dangerous
any more than pointing out emer-
gency exits on an airplane means it
will crash. It just means precautions
have been taken.

Experts say the first step to ensur-
ing safety is deciding what kind of
image a particular church wants to
present and then acting on it. Rich-
ard Schaber, risk-control manager
for Church Mutual Insurance Com-

pany, explained that there are two
basic ways to address security in a
church—similar to that of a shop-
ping mall or an airport.

Each method has its own irreg-
ularities, he noted. Shopping malls
have a great deal of open space, al-
low for fluid motion of crowds, and
have several points of entry and ex-
its. For better or for worse, airports
do not.

“Unfortunately when we most-
ly look at (a church) like a shopping
mall, it’s very difficult to secure.
You’ve got people coming and go-
ing,” Schaber noted. But using met-
al detectors at a single entrance “cer-
tainly has an impact on those at-
tending. When you treat it like an
airport and you’re wanding people
(with a metal-detecing ‘wand’), that
doesn’t always go over very well.”

Creating a response plan

Schaber explained that the es-
sential issue is to create response
plans tailored to a specific church.
That begins with forming a securi-
ty team to identify potential threats.
The team should include staff mem-
bers, volunteers and church mem-
bers with skills in the medical, mil-
itary or law-enforcement fields. They
should then brainstorm threatening
scenarios.

According to experts, it is impor-
tant to remember that each church
will have specific needs. Generic pol-
icies may not fit what a particular

congregation is able or willing to im-
plement, and misguided or unheed-
ed policies can increase liability, said
Phill Martin, deputy chief executive
officer of the Texas-based National
Association of Church Business
Administration.

“Be careful what policies you put
into place,” Martin warned, noting
the “boilerplate” language of gener-
ic policies may not fit what a partic-
ular congregation is able or willing
to implement.

According to Martin, three of the
basic threats to churches are the
presence of a weapon, the use of a
weapon, and a hostage situation or
barricaded gunman. After determin-
ing the vulnerability to and poten-
tial impact of a worst-case scenar-
io, members should assign respon-
sibilities that will minimize dam-
age to people and property. Duties
could include locking the building,
checking classrooms, calling author-

" ities, conducting head counts, ad-

ministering first-aid and counsel-
ing victims.

A simple step toward mitigat-
ing the consequences of any securi-
ty threat is to improve general build-
ing security, according to a newslet-
ter from Wisconsin-based Church
Mutual. Keeping doors and windows
locked, installing video cameras and
adequate lighting, trimming bush-
es and changing locks annually can
prevent a crisis before it starts.

Small churches that cannot af

ford to hire professional securi-
ty should reach an understanding
with local police about what to do
in a crisis.

Once a team is formed and a safe-
ty plan established, church staff
should inform the congregation
so that panic does not overwhelm
them if a gunman enters the build-
ing. A crime-prevention checklist
distributed by Brotherhood Mutu-
al Insurance Company suggested
using announcements during ser-
vices to outline evacuation plans,
show emergency exits and explain
how children will be protected in
the nursery. It also advised posting
emergency policies on walls, print-
ing them in church bulletins and
posting them on websites.

Unfortunately, as worshipers at
New Life Church discovered, the im-
pact of a crisis does not stop after
danger is eliminated. A key respon-
sibility of any safety team is to des-
ignate a spokesperson for media in-
quiries—and depending on the na-
ture of the crisis, that could be a
huge task.

According to experts, church em-
ployees and members should direct
all media questions to a designated
person and that a communication
plan should be included in the over-
all security plan. Pastors should nei-
ther seek nor hide from media cover-
age, and they should be ready to re-
spond to media questions with more
than a “no comment.”

DISCOVER. EMBRACE. PURSUE GOD’S CALL TO A CHRISTIAN-RELATED VOCATION.

KALEO: KENTUCKY ‘08

Where: The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

Louisville, KY

When: February 22-23, 2008

KALEO: Kentucky ‘08 is a specialized conference for high
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Reflections on trip to Zambia

Partnership opens doors to
share gospel with orphans

By Reagan Carfield
assistant program director

During the first week of Janu-
ary, I had the opportuni- |
ty to travel to Kitwe, Zam-
bia. While we were there,
we had the opportunity
to work with 55 students
at a school with which
Crossings partners.

The moment that my
heart attached itself to
Zambia was on the first
day of our visit. The team
was passing out peanut
butter and jelly on ham-
burger buns. I handed
one to a little boy named Shadrick.
He looked up at me, thanked me
and then placed half of his sand-
wich in his pocket. For this pre-
cious child, that was the only food
he would have for the day, so he
wanted to save a little for later.

Watching the team hand out
bread to children who are hungry
was a true testimony of the gospel.
Jesus said in the book of John, “Iam
the bread of life; whoever comes to
me shall not hunger, and whoever
believes in me shall never thirst.” I
will always carry in my mind the
image of Shadrick with his pockets
full of bread.

In the mornings, we facilitated
a modified vacation Bible. school

Kentucky
Baprist
ASSEMBLIES

David Melber

and in the afternoons we worked
with the older boys and a carpen-
ter to build tables and benches for
the school. When we asked the boys
what their favorite part of the week
was, we anticipated hearing about
the games or the songs. In-
stead, their favorite part
was learning how to use
tools because that gave
them hope of getting a job
doing carpentry in the fu-
ture. These boys were only
11 years old.

It is hard to imagine
a place where almost ev-
ery child you meet has
been orphaned because of
AIDS. It is hard to imagine
a place where you can be-
come sick simply from drinking wa-
ter. And it is hard to imagine a place
where children who have lost one
or both parents to disease and who
have no material possessions can
smile like they do.

Our goal for this partnership
with Zambia is to remind these
children that the Lord knows them
by name. He knows their needs be-
fore they ask. Through Crossing’s
investment in Zambia, we have the
opportunity to show them that they
are not alone and to share the living
gospel of Jesus Christ with them.

David Melber is president of Kentucky
Baptist Assemblies. Contact him at
Box 99918, Louisville, KY 42069-0918;
phone (502) 491-7000.

Music for your ears!
Georgetown College's First Alumni Organ Concert
will take place on February 17, 2008 at. 4 DM.
This evenl is open to the public and will be
a wonderful time to hear the new

Monarke Organ(s) in the John

L. THll Chapel

Dlease vist us al www.rivierstad.com
for more news, evenls, and information
on the hand crafted Monarke Orgpns
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For Heaven’s Sake

How DID YoU EVER LEARN
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KNOWING GOD REQUIRES
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THE CRUNCHY ONES ARE
i DRIED KELP.

Bible Crosswords

Across

1 Son of Benjamin
(Genesis 46:21)

4 Ruth’s sister-in-law

9 Pronoun

11 Son of Zephaniah
(Zechariah 6:14)

12 Wake

13__ what?

14 Son of Aram (Genesis 10:23)

15 Where the shewbread was

16 Skin

17 “____ thy cause with thy
neighbor himself”
(Proverbs 25:9)

19 Made useless

21 Family of exiles (Ezra 2:44)

22 The Great ____

23 More astute

24 Assistant to Ezra
(Nehemiah 8:7)

27 Consume

28 Certain muscles, according

to your personal trainer

30 Conjunction

31 Parched

34 City in Asher
(1 Chronicles 6:75)

37 Grain mentioned in Isaiah
28:25

38 Exhaust

39 Are

40 “Come before his presence
with ____ " (Psalm 100:2)

43 Give heed to

47 Esau’s father-in-law
(Genesis 26:34)

48 Miner’s trove

49 Father of Jeroboam
(1 Kings 11:26)

A }
Last week’s solution
1 2 3 4 5 6 4
I_A_vio R|L|D|S s|G
1 1 1 1
AJR|[I]A A|B]| I 1.EEK]LS
15 Al 1
S|IA|T|I]A E|D MIA|S|T
1 1
E]l ST H|O|S
MIAS H I|N :: E|N|S 5E D
77
I lF S|T|EJA|L G|lO
30 31
clo A|lB|B|I BlY
33 S
AlR L|A WIE|PI|T
37 41
H| E T|OJPIHIEITIH
44 45
E W({E|A|[R
4 49
DA BIL|E T|A
52 54 S5
E| X AJdl TlY R
|56
W|E LIP|H|A ElE

__.—-—"—""‘-'
i
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By Teri Grottke
 FE [T ) 4 [S [6 9 [10
T 12
14 15
17 18
21 22
23 24 25 |26
27 28 |29 30
31 32 |33 34 |35 [36
38
40 41 |42
46 47
48 49 50 51
52 53 54
51 Solomon’s great-grandson 25 Also
(1 Kings 15) 26 Eight adults lived aboard this
52 U.S. founder of Girl Scouts 28 Preposition
53 Grate the teeth 29 Near
54 Carve 32 Eve was made from one of
Adam’s
Down 33 To Thomas, this was

1 Second judge of Israel

2 He was given fifteen more
years to live

3 Preposition

4 Daniel Webster, for one

5 What kings and sleepyheads
wear

6 King of Assyria
(1 Chronicles 5:26)

7 “Of the tribe of ____ were
sealed twelve thousand”
(Revelation 7:6)

8 Pronoun

9 Created

10 Regarded

13 Commandment mountain

15 Bible weed

16 ___ the Bethelite
(1 Kings 16:34)

18 Exert or busy

20 Employ

23 Blanket or suit

24 Where Auntie Em lived
(abbr.)

believing

34 Ancient Hebrew liquid
measure

35 “The Pharisees began to
___ him vehemently”
(Luke 11:53)

36 “Will the men of ____ deliver
me and my men into the
hand of Saul?”

(1 Samuel 23:12)

38 One of the sons of Japheth
(1 Chronicles 1:5)

40 One of the sons of Cush
(1 Chronicles 1:9)

41 Probiscus

42 Chew

43 N.T. book (abbr.)

44 Mountain (comb. form)
45 “Behold, | make all things
____"(Revelation 21:5)

46 Lair

50 Chemical symbol (abbr.)

© 1999 Barbour Publishing
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“The Lord is
teaching us many
things during this
time. To follow
Christ is very real
to us now.

Hanna Massad, Baptist

pastor living in the West
Bank

Believers in the Gaza Strip
continue to live life in fear

By Sue Sprenkle
SBC International Mission Board

Bethlehem, West Bank (BP)—Hun-
dreds of people crowded around a
small stage on the sidewalk in Beth-
lehem. Traffic slowed not only to
dodge those dancing in the street
but so passengers could listen to
the musicians publicly proclaiming
God’s love for the nations.

A visiting Gaza woman nervously
looked around, checking the crowd
for troublemakers at the outdoor
praise and worship concert by Beth-
lehem Bible College students.

“We couldn’t do something like
thisin Gaza. People are always watch-
ing,” she whispered. “Ever since our
dear brother was killed for his faith,
Gaza Christians live in fear.”

In October, Rami Ayyad, a prom-
inent Baptist, was kidnapped and
found dead less than a mile from a
Christian bookstore he managed for
the Palestinian Bible Society. Offi-
cials said there has been no progress
in the investigation.

Life has been increasingly dif-
ficult for Christians in Gaza since
Hamas seized control of the coastal
strip last June. Attacks against Chris-
tians have been rare; however, the
Baptist community has been a target
for extremists.

Many Baptist leaders have fled
the Gaza Strip, taking refuge in the
West Bank. Pastor Hanna Massad
and his family are among eight fam-
ilies who relocated because they felt
it was too dangerous to remain in
their homeland.

“The Lord is teaching us many
things during this time. To follow

Christ is very real to us now,” Massad
said. “There’s a price to pay to follow
our Lord.”

Life in the Gaza Strip is marked
by hardship and isolation, as the
average Palestinian tries to survive
from one day to the next. There is
often no electricity. This means very
little water since water pumps are
electric. Store shelves are depleted.
Food prices have escalated dramati-
cally, making even basic necessities
too expensive for many.

Violence or the threat of vio-
lence is just a part of everyday life,
as seen recently with rocket launch-
ings by the Palestinians and recipro-
cal shootings by the Israeli army just
days after President George W. Bush
visited the region.

Also taking an emotional toll is
the security fence circling the Gaza
Strip, separating them from the out-
side world. Many say this is their
own “little prison.”

Most Baptists live in one section
of town, in further isolation. The
Baptist church that had more than
100 members six months ago has
only 10 attend Sunday services now.

In December, some Gaza Chris-
tians had a small reprieve from the
stresses of living in the Gaza Strip. Is-
rael granted temporary permission
to hundreds to travel to the West
Bank for the holidays. Many chose
not to return.

The Gaza woman listening to
the concert in Bethlehem said she
planned to return home.

“Yes, life is hard there and we live
in fear. But I will go back,” she said.
“It is my home.”

Organization suspends mission trips
to Kenya in wake of recent violence

Dallas (ABP)—All Buckner In-
ternational mission trips to Ke-
nya will be cancelled through
May, agency President Ken Hall
announced. The decision comes
amid violent unrest prompted
by tainted presidential elections
there Dec. 27.

The announcement follows a
previous decision by Buckner, a
Baptist child and family services
agency based in Texas, to suspend
mission trips until March.

Hall and Vice President of
Global Initiatives Randy Daniels
recently announced the decision
after witnessing dangerous con-
ditions first hand in Nairobi and
Kitale, Kenya.

According to recent reports
from the Red Cross, more than

860 people have been killed and
more than 200,000 displaced in
the turmoil.

“This trip to Africa is remind-
ing me that there is a very real
presence of evil in our world,”
Hall said. “Please pray for the peo-
ple of Kenya and for this nation.”

Despite the violence, Hall said
the children Buckner cares for at -
the Baptist Children’s Center in
Nairobi and Seed of Hope Chil-
dren’s Home in Kitale remain
safe.

Daniels, who oversees Buck-
ner International ministries in
Kenya, said the agency will con-
tinue to provide services to Kenya
but will “rearrange the mission
trips because we cannot guaran-
tee safety at this time.”

AS‘eeking Executive Editor

for the Western Recorder, Kentucky Baptist weekly
newspaper in Louisville, Ky. Christian journalist with
minimum of five years experience in print media; degree
in journaiism, communications or related field; seminary
training preferred. Management and supervisory skills
required. Submit resume, cover letter and a writing

sample by March 10 to:

WR Editor Search Commiittee
E=——== ATTN: Skip Alexander, Pastor ey

Campbelisville Baptist Church
420 N. Central Avenue , Campbellsville, KY 42718

T could have told yow’

Students realize Oneida’s advantages
outweigh its perceived disadvantages

This may be a bit of a stretch, but sometimes I
want to go to a student and tell him or her, “I told
you.” “Janice” (not her real name) came to Onei-
da five years ago when she was in the sixth grade.
She was one of four siblings who enrolled at OBI
for various reasons from a single-parent home.
Their mother had a very modest income from
working evenings. Just as the children
arrived home from school, mom went
to work to provide for the family.

Janice did not have any major issues
when she enrolled, but her grades were
not the best and everyone agreed that
she needed more structure. She was
also beginning to develop a bit of an at-
titude. Janice has never been totally ex-
cited about being at Oneida and I have
never understood that. I knew she was
doing much better here and I believed
OBI was a much better environment for her. But
if students do not work with us we cannot make
them do anything.

So for quite some time Janice would tell us she
was going back home or that she would not be
back in the fall. In spite of this, she did not quit
and always returned—until August of last year.

When Janice went home after school let out
last May, she did not return. Anyone here could
have told you that was a very bad decision. We do
not know if her mother was agreeable or if she
simply felt she could not stop it. Either way, no
one here thought Janice would do well returning
to her former school.

Just before Christmas we received word that
Janice wanted to return to Oneida. Since she had
not caused us any trouble and had not been ex-

Tuis 1s Oneiba

W.F. Underwoad

pelled, letting her return was not a problem. As
usual, we asked for her transcript. When we saw
her grades, we knew why she wanted to return.
She had six Fs and one D. Over the years, when
students have been at OBI for a period of time and
then decide to try it again at their former school,
things often do not go very well.

One may ask why that would happen, especial-
ly if we had given the student a solid education-
al foundation. Shouldn’t she be able to do just as
well anywhere? Not so.

When you consider the smaller class-
es we provide (normally 8-11 students
per class), the individual attention a stu-
dent receives from our faculty and all
the distractions a student faces in some
home environments, it does not take
long to put two and two together. I do
not claim to know all the reasons Janice
failed, but I am sure all of those reasons
contributed to her failing grades.

Being so far out in the country has
some real disadvantages, especially when it
comes to shopping and being able to have access
to everyday supplies we need as a school. But God
could not have planted our school in a better lo-
cation. If you have been to our campus, you know
there are no distractions here. There are no malls;
students cannot have cars; there is no time to run
around with their peers; bed check is at 10:00
p.m. You get the idea.

The important thing right now is that Janice is
back. And I do not believe it will take long for us
to see her grades improve to where they were be-
fore she went back to her former school.

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org

Prﬁcticing what he preaches

Miller resigns as pastor to
focus on outdoor ministry

As a pastor for 18 years in the
same church, alumnus Gary Miller
was used to preaching to his con-
gregation about the importance of
“walking by faith” when it comes to
following God’s call. Now he is expe-
riencing the opportunity to practice
what he has preached.

Miller resigned as pas-
tor of Pump Springs Bap-
tist Church in Harrogate,
Tenn., last year to concen-
trate full time on the min-
istry he felt called to start
known as Outdoor Truths
Ministry. He said he knew
it was time for him to an-
swer the Lord’s call to
minister to outdoorsmen
through weekly newspa-
per articles, speaking engagements
and developing discipleship materi-
als geared toward outdoorsmen.

“I was so busy that I couldn’t do
both,” Miller recalled. “I knew the
Lord was eventually moving me and
it got to where I knew it was time.”

Outdoor Truths Ministry began
more than four years ago when
two newspaper men passed in the
church’s hallway picking up ads
that the church was going to run in
its newspaper.

“I always had a desire to write
these articles for hunters and fisher-
man with a light religious message

[-3
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Donnie Fox

to them,” Miller noted. “Those two
guys passed in the hall and each
one took an article and said they’d
run it every now and then.”

That meeting in the hallway
has grown—weekly papers across
the region now pick up the arti-
cles. Miller also began to establish
relationships with some outdoor
companies and to receive opportu-
nities to speak at church-
es, wild game events and
fishing tournaments.

He added that people
who would not normal-
ly come to church would
come to those events
where he could reach
them with the word of
God. “One reason why
is that I've never met an
atheist hunter or fisher-
man. Anybody who’s out-
side long enough is very sure that
there is a God,” Miller noted.

“Seventy-four million hunting
or fishing licenses are sold in Amer-
ica each year. That’s a big group of
people and I was doing something
to reach that market,” he said. “Af-
ter a couple of years, God began
to put a different burden with-
in me.”

Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek
Road, Pineville, KY 40977; toll-free:
(866) 340-3196; Web site: www,
ccbbe.edu; e-mail: dfox@ccbbe.edu



WESTERNRECORDER.org

RESOURCES

FEBRUARY 12, 2008

13

Lucado, LifeWay offei John 3:16 experience to the world

New York—Walking the streets of
New York City is like taking a tour
around the world. Every nation, ev-
ery language group, every ethnic
and religious background is repre-
sented. Noise is ever present. Even
in the throng of people hustling
back and forth, it is still easy to feel
very much alone—to feel like just a
plain, ordinary “whoever.” There are
so many people, but so much lone-
liness.

That is the reason Max Lucado
said he traveled to New York to film
the video for his new LifeWay-pro-
duced resource, “3:16: The Church
Experience.”

The resource accompanies his
book, “3:16: The Numbers of Hope,”
released Sept. 11 of last year. The title
stands in contrast to its release date.

“While 9/11 represents the num-
bers of despair, 3:16 are the numbers
of hope,” Lucado explained.

The 3:16 resources refer, of
course, to John 3:16: “For God so
loved the world that He gave His one
and only Son, that whoever believes
in Him shall not perish but have
eternal life.”

The book had a firstrun print-
ing of one million copies, almost un-
heard of for a Christian nonfiction

title and it is currently licensed for
publication in 14 languages.

Lucado, who is pastor of Oak
Hills Church, a nondenominational
congregation in San Antonio, said
that John 3:16 has always struck
him as the most inclusive verse in
the Bible.

All-inclusive verse

“It’s easy to understand,” he not-
ed. “There’s no context or history
needed. It’s simple and clear. You
really can’t get more inclusive than
‘the world’ and ‘whoever.’

“The word ‘whoever’ rolls out the
welcome mat into the entrance of
God’s heart. ‘Whoever’ throws open
God’s front door. Everyone is a ‘who-
ever.”

Lucado spoke to a cross-section of
New Yorkers during the taping of 3:
16 at Crossroads Tabernacle in the
Bronx. Members of the church point-
ed out that they maintain an evan-
gelistic outreach to everyone who
comes near.

“Some people have tried to make
salvation restrictive, but Jesus con-
tradicted that when He said ‘who-
ever,”” Lucado said. ““Whoever’ can
come however they are. It’s good to
be ‘whoever.””

RESOURCE OF HOPE Author Max Luca-
do films a segment in New York’s Cen-
tral Park for the video to accompany
“3:16—The Church Experience.” (Photo
by Kent Harville)

The taping of the 3:16 resource
was the first time Lucado has worked
in front of a live audience for one of
his studies.

“I'm used to working in front of
my congregation, but never for this
kind of taping,” he acknowledged.

“Up to now, it’s mostly been pretty
solitary, but John 3:16 is not a verse
to do alone. I love working with this
great crew of Christian men. I have
worked with a lot of crews before
who weren’t Christian, and that’s

good too because they get to hear

the message of Christ, but it has
been good to work in this spiritual
atmosphere of prayer.”

On location

LifeWay’s film crew, headed by di-
rector Rick Simms, filmed the open-
ing and closing segments of the
study all around New York. Loca-
tions included the Brooklyn Bridge,
Central Park, Flushing Meadows and
a rooftop in Queens.

“We’ve put together ‘3:16: The
Church Experience’ kit to provide
church leaders with a rich cafeteria-
style opportunity to choose from all
the 3:16 resources available to tailor
a study to fit their own churches and
communities,” noted Sam House,
LifeWay'’s editor of leadership adult
publishing. “Like Max said, John 3:
16 is a verse for everybody. It’s a per-
sonal verse. We want every church
to make it personal for their people
and the people they will reach with
the message.”

Experienced ministers collaborate on updated resource for pastors

By Tammi Reed Ledbetier
Texas Baptist Crossroads

Nashville (BP)—How do you coun-
sel an abusive husband? Why should
you re-evaluate a ministry every 18
months? How do you find and at-
tract good staff members? What is
the most important responsibility
of a pastor?

Two veteran ministers answer
these and a host of other questions
in a new book aimed at helping pas-
tors at any stage of ministry, no mat-
ter the size of the church.

Mac Brunson, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church of Jacksonville, Fla., and
James Bryant, professor of pasto-
ral theology at Criswell College in
Dallas, are co-authors of “The New
Guidebook for Pastors.”

The authors revisited the orig-
inal “Guidebook for Pastors” writ-
ten more than 25 years ago by WA.
Criswell, the long-time pastor of
First Baptist Church of Dallas.

“The New Guidebook for Pastors”
frequently refers to the life mes-
sages, examples and writings of the
two world-famous pastors of First
Baptist, Dallas, Criswell and George
Truett, who “still encourage pastors
today,” the authors acknowledged.

Brunson and Bryant also tapped
21 notable Southern Baptist pastors,
seminary faculty and other contem-
porary leaders who offer pertinent
testimonies and insight based on
years of experience in ministry.

The call to preach, the authors
note, is a call to prepare, which is

TRAVEL WITH OTHER BAPTISTS!

14 Days

due. Call today!

Canadian Rockies Tour

Offers ‘Cool’ Vacation
won $O99F

Join other Baptists on your choice of three departures this summer: June 15,
July 20, August 17, or September 14, 2008. Fly into Sioux Falls, SD for a
scenic three-day drive to Calgary, Alberta. In route, on your comfortable
motor coach, visit Fargo and Bismarck, ND; then north to Saskatchewan to
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police Academy. Highlights include Calgary;
Lake Louise; Banff National Park; ride a SnoCoach over the Columbia Ice
Fields; Canmore, Alberta; Waterton Lakes National Park; Kananaskis
Country; Helena and Billings MT; Custer's battlefield at the Little Big Horn;
Black Hills National Forest; Mt. Rushmore and Crazy Horse National
Memorial; legendary Badlands National Park; and more! Includes 13 nights
hotels, baggage handling, and lots of motor coach sight-seeing. *Per person,
double occupancy plus $149 tax, service, gov't fees. Add $500 airfare from
Evansville, IN. Add $600 airfare from Lexington or Louisville, KY; Nashville or
Knoxville, TN.  Space is limited for each date and $100 deposits are now

For brochure, information, and reservations call 7 days a week:

YMT Vacations

1-800-736-7300

the focus of the first two chapters of
the updated book.

Bryant and Brunson also warn,
“If you are in the ministry and do
not have a clear, "unquestionable
sense of God’s call, even though you
may not be able to explain it, then
you should leave the ministry im-
mediately. The harm you can do to
people, a congregation, your family,
yourself, and the kingdom is beyond
description.”

For pastors confident in their
call, however, the authors concede,
“There will be many times when the
only thing that holds your hand to
the plow is your call.”

Contrary to what many pastors
and church members believe, the
authors note that a pastor’s “first

and most important responsibility is
to preach the Word of God” and not
to cast a vision, attend the latest con-
vention, be at every class social or
make hospital visits.

Other chapters and sections of
the book address such topics as:

m Proper, biblical administration
of baptism and Lord’s Supper, in-
cluding theological and historical
background for the ordinances.

®mWeddings and funerals as sig-
nificant avenues for ministry.

m Protocol of hospital visitation.

m Grief counseling.

mThe minister’s family, prayer
life, finances, ethics, politics, mor-
al issues, denominational relation-
ships, retirement, reward, schedule
and ministry burnout.

New Threads study explores hidden
truths of feasts ohserved by Jesus

Nashville—Many Christians know
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
only as preprinted words on a store-
bought calendar. However, these
feasts and others hold hidden truths
for those in search of details about
Jesus Christ, His life on earth and
prophecies He came to fulfill.

Threads, the young adult minis-
try community of LifeWay Christian
Resources, will release a new study
next month called “Feast: Finding
Your Place at the Table of Tradition”
which details six feasts practiced by
Jesus corresponding to His Jewish
tradition.

Author, Derek Leman is a rab-
bi of the Tikvat David (Hope of Da-
vid) Messianic Synagogue in Atlan-
ta. He grew up an atheist and found
Christ while attending college. After
attending a Baptist church, Leman
recalled that he quickly became in-
trigued with the Old Testament. He
said he now has a passion for Jewish
tradition and believes that “Chris-
tianity without its Hebrew founda-

tion is a tree without roots.”

“I believe that part of the Bible—
our traditions—has been neglected,”
Leman said. “People have false no-
tions about the Old Testament. Un-
derstanding the feasts might help
people understand the Old Testa-
ment, Jesus and Judaism better.”

The Feast study explores the ori-
gin and ancient versus modern prac-
tice of five feasts from Leviticus 23—
Passover, Feast of Weeks, Feast of
Trumpets (Rosh Hashanah), The Day
of Atonement (Yom Kippur), Feast of
Tabernacles—as well as Hanukkah.

According to Threads Editor-in-
Chief Valerie Hancock, the study is
the result of feedback from young
adults desiring to explore the histor-
ical context of Scripture and Bible
stories they read as children.

“This study is about feasts, but it
is also about Jesus, too. Many people
may not get that,” Hancock noted.
“Bvery ritual in the Old Testament
has application in the New Testa-
ment.”

“Some people
have tried to

make salvation
restrictive, but
Jesus contradicted
that when He said
‘whoever’ (in John
3:16). ‘Whoever’
can come however
they are. It’s good
o be ‘whoever.””

Author Max Lucado
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PRAYER

PARTNERS

Please pray for the
following requests
associated with the
Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s
partnership missions
efforts:

® Pray for the Woman'’s
Missionary Union
volunteer team as

they travel to Brazil to
prayerwalk Feb. 18-28.
Pray that God will guide
them to be in the right
places at the right time.

® Pray for Scott
Pittman, director of the
partnership missions
department, as he sets
goals and objectives

for the department.
Pray also for wisdom
and discernment as he
seeks Kentucky Baptists’
next international
partnership.

® Pray for Jorio Ferreira
and Davi Rodrigues,
who are serving as
on-site coordinators
for the KBC’s mission
partnership with
Brazilian Baptists.

® Pray for volunteers
to fill the partnership
mission project
requests for 2008.

For more information
about partnership
missions opportunities,
contact the KBC
partnership missions
department at (502)
489-3529 or toll-free in
Kentucky at (866) 489-
3529!

Mountains To THE MissISSIPPI

COMPILED BY STAFF

mBOAZ—Wice Church recently called
Roy Parks Jr. as pastor.

® CENTRAL CITY—Cherry Hill Church
ordained James Gossett, David Peay
and Howard Spurlock as deacons
Feb. 3. Gene Garner is pastor.

B CLINTON—First Church ordained
Laine Bizzle, Roy Dillard and Terry
Mullins as deacons Jan. 27.

® GEORGETOWN—Georgetown Col-
lege will host Pulitzer Prize-winning
author Garry Wills as part of the
school’s Joseph-Beth Speakers Se-
ries Feb. 21, 11 am., in the John
L. Hill Chapel. Wills will discuss
his latest book, “What the Gospels
Meant.” For more information, call
Jo Anna Fryman at (502) 863-8146.

m LaCENTER—Troy Deweese recent-
ly resigned as pastor of New Hope
Church.

m LOUISVILLE—Cloverleaf Church will
host Sons of Liberty in concert Feb.
16, 7 p.m. Geoffrey Lacefield is pas-
tor.

Ninth & O Church will host a
13-week Financial Peace University
class each Wednesday beginning
Feb. 20, 6:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call Ray Heck at (502) 386-7815.
= OWENSBORO—David Stovall recent-
ly resigned as minister of education
and discipleship at First Church.
Paul Strahan is pastor.
mPADUCAH—Reidland Church re-
cently ordained Christopher Hines

Spotlight on ...

Campbelisville

i T

o
Campbellsville University’s Ken-
tucky Heartland Institute on
Public Policy will host a panel
discussion titled “The Legacy
of Abraham Lincoln: Relevan-
cy for the 21st Century” Feb. 18,
6:30 p.m., in the Student Union
Building’s Little Auditorium.
The event is part of the Lincoln
Bicentennial Celebration.

to the gospel ministry. Larry Lewis
is pastor.

®PHILPOT—Bethabara Church will
honor Herschel Morgan, who has
served 20 years as pastor, with a re-
ception at the church Feb. 17, 2 to
4 p.m.

= WHEELWRIGHT—Roger Trusty re-
cently resigned as pastor of Jack’s
Creek Church.

® WICKLIFFE—Faith Church recently
called Billy Prince as pastor.
mWINCHESTER—Central Church or-
dained Matt Gurney and Matt Page
to the gospel ministry Jan. 27.

KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION

TKBC Cavenoar oF Events

February

16 Special Needs Meeting, Baptist
Building, Louisville.

18 Regional Church Financial Benefits
Conference, First Baptist Church,
Calvert City.

19 Regional Church Financial Benefits
Conference, Warren Association
Office, Bowling Green.

20 Regional Church Financial Benefits
Conference, Anchor Baptist
Church, Lexington.

21 Regional Church Financial Benefits
Conference, Erlanger Baptist
Church.

23 Hispanic Evangelism Conference
and Hispanic Baptist Women'’s
Event, Elizabethtown.

23 Love 101 Conference, Living Hope
Baptist Church, Bowling Green.

25-26 Kentucky Baptist Evangelism
Conference, Severns Valley Baptist
Church, Elizabethtown.

28-March 1 Handbell Festival,
Paroquet Springs Conference
Center, Shepherdsville.

29-March 1 Creative Ministries
Festival, Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louisville.

29-March 1 Mission Service Corps
Basic Training, Baptist Building,
Louisville.

March

1 All-State Yourh Choir/Orchestra
Auditions, Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louisville.

1 RA Congress Region 5, Mays Lick
Baptist Church.

1 State Vacation Bible School
Clinic—East, Porter Memorial
Baptist Church, Lexington

4 Assimilation Tour, Rosebower
Baptist Church, Paducah.

5-19 College Blitz, Laurel Lake Baptist
Camp, Corbin.

7-8 Creative Ministries Festival, First
Baptist Church, Bowling Green.

7 Mission Service Corps Basic
Training, Baptist Building,
Louisville.

8 All-State Youth Choir/Orchestra
Auditions, First Baptist Church,
Bowling Green.

8 RA Congress Region 1, Bellview
Baptist Church, Paducah.

8 RA Congress Region 3, First Baptist
Church, Mount Washington.

8 Regional Keyboard Festival, Beacon
Hill Baptist Church, Somerset;
First Baptist Church, Murray; First
Baptist Church, Shelbyville.

8 State Vacation Bible School
Clinic—West, Second Baptist
Church, Madisonville.

For more information, call (800) 266-6477 or visit www. kybaptist.org
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FOR SALE: Oak church pews with
green padding. Twenty pews 10 feet
long, three pews 7 feet long. $200
each. Call (270) 849-6144 or (270) 465-
1980.

FOR SALE: 100% solid oak pews—
twenty 10 feet long; light oak finish;
hymnal, cup, card and pencil hold-
ers; endcaps have cross. $4,000 (ne-
gotiable). Call (859) 749-6305; for pic-
tures, e-mail jimla@psci.net.

FOR SALE: Beautiful Christian,
patriotic neckties: retail value: $15,
cost: $7. Striped neckties: special
price $4.50. Military neckties: $7. Hu-
mor book (1,000 sold): “Laughter Do-
eth Good Like a Medicine,” $7. Dake
compact Bibles: $28. Call (606) 285-
3051.

SEEKING: Full-time director of
youth ministries for Gardenside
Baptist Church. For information, see
www.gardensidebaptist.com.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music/worship for Cynthiana Bap-
tist Church. With an average wor-
ship attendance of 400, CBC is in
the process of relocating to a 45-acre
campus. Cynthiana Baptist seeks ap-
plicants who are called to the service
of ministry as it relates to serving
the needs of church members. This
minister is responsible for the over-
all ministry of music and worship in
the church. Applicant must be an ex-
perienced musician capable of lead-
ing a “contemporary” worship ser-
vice with a 10-member praise band,
as well as a “classic” service with
choir, organ and piano. Send resu-
mé, references, and any additional
materials to: Personnel Committee,
Cynthiana Baptist Church, 212 East
Pleasant St., Cynthiana, KY 41031; or
email to WayneSpivey@bellsouth.
net.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for
Mount Tabor Baptist, an SBC church
in Paint Lick, Ky. (near Richmond).
Salary plus benefits. Send resu-
mé to L. Metcalf, 213 LeBeau Drive,
Nicholasville, KY 40356; or e-mail 1_
metcalf@alltel.net.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor, French-
burg Southern Baptist Church,
Frenchburg, Ky. Please send resu-
mé with a DVD, CD or tape of recent
sermons to: Pastor Search Commit-
tee, Frenchburg Baptist Church, 298
Hwy. 36, Frenchburg, KY 40322-8118.

SEEKING: Passionate, visionary
children’s and worship leader to
guide comprehensive programs in
established, mission-minded
church. Requires energetic and cre-
ative individual who seeks endless
possibilities and a complete sur-
rendering to the Holy Spirit. Send
resumés to Pleasant Grove Bap-
tist Church, 5664 Hwy. 56, Owens-
boro, KY 42301; or e-mail resumés to
office@pgbcchurch.com or opsnurse
@yahoo.com.

SEEKING: Minister of worship,
Green Castle Baptist Church, 4970
Murphy Lane, Louisville, KY 40241.
Seeking candidates with mature per-
sonal relationship with God, and the
ability to conceive, design, prepare,
direct and lead high-impact, inte-
grated worship services based on se-
lected themes, drawing from a broad
range of worship styles and arts, as-
sisting the pastor in planning wor-
ship services—responsible for selec-
tion and presentation of music, and
the supervision of the music depart-
ment and worship service staff. This
position reports to the pastor. For job
description and instruction, contact
Angela Overton at (502)243-4040 or
gcbe@iglou.com.

3

SEEKING: Bivocational pastor
for small, rural church in Sanders,
Ky. Resumés by 2-20-2008 to sbc0907
@hotmail.com. Profile listed on KBC
site; or call (502) 484-2508.

SEEKING: Full-time worship pas-
tor gifted in leading contemporary
praise/worship style services in seek-
er-sensitive environment. Signifi-
cant experience/education expect-
ed. Send resumé to Bellevue Baptist
Church, 519 W Byers Ave., Owens-
boro, KY 42303; fax: (270) 685-5134;
e-mail to gfaulls@bellnet.org.

SEEKING: Organist for First Bap-
tist Church, Paris, Tenn. Resu-
més now being accepted. The mu-
sic and worship ministry of FBC
is blended/eclectic, ranging from
Handel to Franny Crosby to Stuart
Townsend/Keith Getty. The organ
is a two-manual, 28rank Schantz.
Please contact Scott Shepherd, min-
ister of music and worship, for job
description or more information:
sshepherd@fbcparis.org; (731) 642-
5074. Deadline: March 2.

SEEKING: Full-time youth min-
ister. Seeking an enthusiastic indi-
vidual with a heart for youth minis-
try to: Lead meaningful Bible study;
teach relevant topics during youth
meetings; plan and supervise age-ap-
propriate activities and events; pro-
mote growth of our youth minis-
try within our church and commu-
nity; assist in pastoral duties in ab-
sence of pastor (i.e., vacations, con-
ferences, etc.). Requirements: college
degree andor previous experience
in youth ministry preferred. Com-
pensation: negotiable. First Baptist
Church, 116 Eastview Drive, Central
City, KY 42330. (270) 754-2420. Con-
tact person: Dr. James (Jimmy) Brew-

- er, b_rewerdmd@bellsouth.net.

SEEKING: Part-time youth minis-
ter for Panther Creek Baptist Church
in Owensboro, Ky. Please e-mail resu-
mé to pcbc@bellsouth.net by Mar. 1,
2008.

SEEKING: Pastor for Tunnel Hill
Baptist Church. We are a traditional
congregation, standing on the Word
of God. Candidate should be a con-
servative leader with strong, scrip-
turally-based preaching and teach-
ing. Visitation and outreach also are
important parts of the ministry of
our church. Please send resumé to
Pastor Search Committee, 734 Tun-
nel Hill Baptist Church, Elizabeth-
town, KY 42701. .

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music. Primary duties include lead-
ing choir and congregational sing-
ing, coordinating music program
and preparing seasonal cantatas. We
desire someone with a true passion
to lead worship. Please send resumé,
references and DVD (if available) to:
Music Committee, Springfield Bap-
tist Church, PO Box 286, Springfield,
KY 40069; or email. to springfield
bc@bellsouth.net with “Minister of
Music” as subject.

SEEKING: Senior pastor for First
Baptist Church, Morganfield, Ky.,
seeking community-minded indi-
vidual for a church that has an exist-
ing community outreach presence.
Morganfield First Baptist Church
is located in a small, western Ken-
tucky town and has an average atten-
dance of 200-250. We have two Sun-
day morning services—one contem-
porary and one blended. This is an
awesome church that has a strong
potential for growth. Send resumés
to: Pastor Search Committee, First
Baptist Church, 200 North Morgan
St., Morganfield, KY 42437.
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They are precious in His sight .

LifeWay develops resources for special
needs community to serve and be served

By Brooklyn Noel
LifeWay Christian Resources

Nashville (BP)—Walt Micksch has
cerebral palsy.

He also has a wife, two daugh-
ters, a business degree and years of
experience in the field of operations
management and logistics.

“From the time I could hear
words, I was told, ‘God has a plan for
your life and there is a reason you
are here,”” said Micksch, who cred-
its his parents and his childhood
physical therapist, Dorothy Spark,
with pushing him to “be involved
in the world” regardless of his cere-
bral palsy.

It was Spark, a member of the
church Micksch attended as a child,
who introduced him to special
needs ministry by encouraging him
to volunteer with a special needs
community group when he was a
teenager.

“She used that to show how I
had no room to complain and that
God could really use these people,”
Micksch recalled.

That early understanding led
Micksch to a lifetime of service both
in and outside of church, though
not necessarily to the special needs
community. Micksch said recent
contact with several families with
children who have cerebral palsy
has reawakened his desire to serve
in special needs ministry.

The timing was perfect for Carl-
ton McDaniel, special needs special-
ist for LifeWay Christian Resources
of the Southern Baptist Convention,
to approach Micksch about helping
start a leadership team of people
who have special needs. According
to McDaniel, the team is the next
step toward more fully integrating
the special needs community into
the larger church community.

“Anywhere that we go typically
in our community, whether it be at
the gas station, we see people with
special needs,” McDaniel point-
ed out. “But when we go into our
churches, why don’t we see people
with special needs?”

Finding ways not only to minis-
ter to, but also to minister through

HELPFUL INFORMATION Special Educa-
tion Today, a quarterly publication offering
information and encouragement for spe-
cial needs families, is published by Life-
Way Christian Resources of the Southern
Baptist Convention.

members of the special needs com-
munity is the mission of LifeWay’s
special needs ministry team.

“It’s not just about ministering
to them, we’re helping them to see
that they are called by God to be
leaders as well,” said Ellen Beene,
editor of LifeWay’s Special Educa-
tion Today magazine and the spe-
cial needs edition of LifeWay’s Vaca-
tion Bible School curriculum.

An evolving ministry

LifeWay has a heritage of provid-
ing resources for special needs min-
istry dating back to 1979, McDaniel
noted. The ministry has developed
considerably during the last 28 years
and, in particular, during the past
couple of years.

“Society as a whole is more
accepting and aware of special
needs and more churches are rec-
ognizing the need to create minis-
tries to reach the special needs fam-
ilies in their community,” McDaniel
said. “This generation of parents is
more likely to expect the church to
provide a place for their child with
special needs.”

In 2007, LifeWay launched
LifeWay.com/specialneeds, an on-
line resource of articles, download-
able items, event information and
other materials intended to meet
the growing demand for special
needs ministries.

LifeWay also has introduced a
new five-year study plan called Ac-
cess, a resource for adults and older
youth with special needs that uses a
storytelling approach to communi-
cate biblical truths.

The Access curriculum has been
available since 2000, but the fall
2007 edition was the first one de-
signed specifically for learners with
special needs to follow a fiveyear
plan.

In addition to the change in the
Access program, LifeWay’s church
resources area introduced a new
line of curriculum for children in
grades one through six called Spe-
cial Buddies.

Beene explained that the edu-
cation strategies of Special Buddies
grew out of what LifeWay learned
from years of working with local
special needs programs.

“Special Buddies is a new re-
source, but not a new thought,” Mc-
Daniel noted, adding that the curric-
ulum is intentionally designed for
compatibility with the mainstream
Bible Teaching for Kids curriculum.
This compatibility means that Spe-
cial Buddies can be used as a re-
source for adapting lessons for learn-
ers who may need additional help or
for the teacher who may be teaching
a self-contained class, he said.

Having access to a specially tai-
lored curriculum is important, but
McDaniel noted that training is
where church leaders, parents and
volunteers garner encouragement
and skills for building a successful
special needs ministry.

In the past, special needs training
opportunities and curricula focused
on older youth and adults. LifeWay
has since expanded its special needs
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MEETING THEIR NEEDS Special needs children and their families often are seen in

the community; LifeWay Christian Resources is working to help churches provide
them with more opportunities for fellowship and worship as well as to help congrega-
tions more fully integrate them into church life. LifeWay began developing resources
for special needs ministries back in 1979, but according to special needs specialist
Carlton McDaniel, the need for the resources has accelerated in the past couple of

years. (BP photos)

ministry to include tools for effec-
tively teaching all ages of learners
with special needs.

McDaniel said LifeWay also pro-
vides hands-on training during its
annual Sunday School events at
Ridgecrest and Glorieta conference
centers.

During those sessions, a Life-
Way staff member coordinates a
lab where conference attendees vol-
unteer to serve as teachers to chil-
dren and adults with special needs
in addition to attending seminars fo-
cused on special needs ministry. The
students in the lab often are adults
attending the conference with a
church group. Sometimes the stu-
dents are the children of parents
attending the Sunday School events.

While teachers in the lab gain
valuable experience in special needs
ministry, McDaniel said the stu-
dents in the class gain exposure to
biblical truths through vacation
Bible school. :

“We start ministries”

McDaniel also conducts training
seminars with local churches, asso-
ciations and other groups upon re-
quest. In these settings, he said he
strives to keep the ministry individ-
ualized and personal. '

“We don’t start classes—we start
ministries,” he pointed out. “We
want to teach Jesus in understand-
able ways, but we have to get fam-
ilies in the door to start that min-
istry.”

Beene noted that special needs
ministry impacts nearly every aspect
of church life, including the church
building itself.

“You have to consider how they
get to the choir loft or the pulpit.
How do we adapt the playground?”
she asked, pointing out that Life-

Way’s church architecture depart-
ment can help with the renovation
of existing churches as well as de-
signing original structures that an-
ticipate the need for accessibility.

As churches develop special
needs ministries and involve mem-
bers of that community, McDaniel
said church leaders should think
in terms of individuals and consid-
er each person’s strengths.

“Most of the time we begin a spe-
cial needs ministry thinking of the
impact it will have on the members,”
McDaniel explained. “It doesn’t take
long to realize that our members
with special needs are actually min-
istering to us.”

Micksch said he has spent nearly
30 years serving the church in some
capacity, so he knows the breadth of
service that individuals with special
needs can perform. He offered the
following tips for involving individ-
uals with special needs in church
service: :

m Ask them whether God has al-
ready laid a service or function on
their heart.

= Offer to pray with them as they
seek God’s direction for service.

m(Create a list tailored to what
you know to be each individual’s
strengths. Ask them to pray through
those options. Often this generates
additional ideas not on the origi-
nal list.

mInvolve loved ones in the pro-
cess.

“The goal of every Christian is to
serve God,” Micksch noted. “People
usually ask, ‘How can we serve this
segment of God’s people better?’ But
I think the question is ‘How can they
serve us?’

“Their special need is to serve
God, just like everyone’s special
need is to serve God.”

VBS curriculum
expands to include
special needs

Nashville (BP)—
Beginning this year,
LifeWay’s vacation
Bible school materials
will feature resources
customized for children
with special needs.

“Outrigger Island:
Special Friends” is a VBS
resource that provides
leaders with tools for
working with children,
youth and adults
with special needs in
either self-contained
or mainstream
environments.

Additionally,
LifeWay recently
launched Special
Buddies, a Sunday
School line for children
with special needs.

“As churches began
using this Sunday
School material, we
wanted them to have
something to offer
when it came vacation
Bible school time,” said
Jerry Wooley, LifeWay’s
VBS specialist.

The package
features:

® An all-in-one
leader guide. This
single, reversible
guide features all the
resources necessary
for both children and
adults.

m An entirely self-
contained program
with the flexibility
to rotate through
recreation and activity
times with the entire
VBS group.

= Helpful tip sheets
for VBS teachers and
rotation leaders as well
as a resource for a self-
contained class.

® Daily themes
which mirror that of
the overall Outrigger
Island curriculum.




Four Feet Tall! Sponsor for only $300!

Imagine a world without child abuse. When children come into
our care, they may not be able to imagine such a world.
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REN THE VICTIM
CHILD ABUSE

TAKE & STAND bodnstobilfang

Visit \\'\\'\\'.SUNRISE.org, to find out how! WWW.SUNRISE.OI‘g

Join us and others from your community on April 23rd as we

Taxg A Stanp against child abuse. We will gather on a main
thoroughfare in eleven cities to show our commitment to breaking
the cycle of child abuse. Participants can collect donations for
Sunrise from others who may not be able to participate in the
stand, but want to help. These donations will help Sunrise :
continue to break the cycle of abuse and rebuild the lives of the
children in our care.

Four-feet-tall “stand ups” are available for a $300 sponsorship.
These cutouts can be placed in lobbies or other visible areas to
spread awareness of child abuse and invite others to Take a Stand.
Together we can make a difference.

For more information about the closest Take A Stand event or to
sponsor a “stand up,” go to our website, www.SUNRISE.org.

SUNRISE CHILDREN’S SERVICES

Therapeutic Foster Care * Residential Treatment Facilities
Crisis Stabilization * Adoption Services
Counseling Centers * Youth Support Center
IMPACT Plus Service Coordination




