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churches to air live showings of
the Super Bowl on a screen of
any size, reversing a previous
ban on widescreen televisions.

Members of Congress, in-
cluding Sen. Orrin Hatch, R
Utah, and church leaders had
objected to the NFL’s rule that
churches could not hold Su-
per Bowl parties featuring TV
screens larger than 55 inches,
even though sports bars rou-
tinely do.

“For future Super Bowls, the
league will not object to live
showings—regardless of screen
size—of the Super Bowl by a re-
ligious organization when such
showings are free and on prem-
ises used by the religious orga-
nization on a routine and cus-
tomary basis,” NFL Commis-
sioner Roger Goodell wrote in a
Feb. 19 letter to Hatch.

The senator had written to
Goodell on Feb. 13, asking a se-
ries of questions about the poli-
cy and saying he wanted to en-
sure that “all Americans” could
watch the game with “loved
ones and neighbors.”

“I am grateful that this ac-
commodation was made to al-
low the NFL to protect its copy-
righted material, while respect-
ing the interests of churches,”
the senator noted.

Goodell told Hatch the
league will begin its policy with
Super Bowl XLIII in 2009.

RAISED TO NEW LIFE Jordan Minnick (leff) and North American Mission Board
church planting missionary David Proffitt (right) baptize new believer Allyn Clark, a
student at Virginia Commonwealth University, in the chilly James River ii in Richmond,
Va. (NAMB photo by Alice Rusher)

know urgency of life

By Mickey Noah
SBC North American Mission Board

Harrisonburg, Va.—For North Amer-
ican missionaries David and Shirley
Proffitt, their passion is winning the
next generation to Christ by plant-
ing new churches near college cam-
puses. And that passion has turned
into a family affair.

Seven years ago, the Proffitts left
Southern California—where the cou-
ple and their grown son and daugh-
ter had been planting church-
es for 25 years—for Virginia where
they have been planting collegiate
churches as missionaries support-
ed by the Southern Baptist North
American Mission Board and the
Southern Baptist Conservatives of
Virginia.

David and Shirley Proffitt are two
of more than 5,000 missionaries in
the United States, Canada and their
territories supported by the Annie
Armstrong Easter Offering for North
American Missions. The Proffitts
will be featured as part of the an--
nual Week of Prayer, March 2-9, the
theme of which is “Live with Urgen-
cy: Seize Your Divine Moment.” This
year’s offering goal is $61 million,
100 percent of which is used for mis-
sionaries like the Proffitts.

At James Madison University
in Harrisonburg, Va., the Proffitts’
first Virginia church plant, Aletheia
(which is Greek for “truth”) Church,
has grown from four members in
2002, to nearly 400 who regularly at-
Q See NAMB missionary ... Page 6

Boots, hats, blue jeans and dogs all welcome at Cowboy Bhurch

By Erin Roach

Kentucky Baptist Convention
Paris—Kentucky has its first

Southern Baptist church geared to-

ward reaching a crowd more com-

- fortable in boots, hats and blue jeans

than traditional worship attire.

Blue Grass Cowboy Church,
which meets at Bourbon County
Fairgrounds in Paris each Tuesday
night at 7 o’clock, is part of a grow-
ing national trend of affinity church-
es meant to reach people with simi-
lar interests and preferences.

“This opens the door to reach
some people that we’re not normal-
ly going to reach,” said Larry Bak-
er, director of new work and asso-
ciational missions for the Kentucky
Baptist Convention. “These niche
churches are reaching people who
do not know Jesus Christ. 'm all
forit.”

According to Baker, Blue Grass
Cowboy Church is working toward
affiliation with the KBC and Elk
horn Baptist Association. Both or-
ganizations are helping support the
church plant by assisting with rent

payments for its facilities.

It all started last January when
Dewayne Waldrup learned about a
cowboy church meeting at an ag-
ricultural center near his home in
Asheville, N.C. The congregation was
part of the Cowboy Church Network,
a national organization of Southern
Baptist churches meeting in non-
traditional locations in order to tar-
get a specific demographic.

“Their advertisement was ‘Come
as you are. Boots, hats, jeans wel-
come,”” Waldrup recalled. “I got off
work and went to the barn and fed,
and of course my boots and pants
got muddy. I knew I wasn’t going to
a traditional church VVlth carpet and
such, so I went as I was.”

When he arrived “it wasn’t, ‘Well,
I've got a $500 suit on and you're
dirty.” It was, ‘Good to see you, glad
you're here, and hope you come
back,”” he said.

For several months, Waldrup was
active in the North Carolina church,
participating in a parade, giving
horseback rides to kids at the state’s
Baptist children’s home and cele-

‘O See Paris church plant ...

brating the Fourth of July in a spe-
cial “God and Country” service.

When his wife received word that
she would be transferred to Ken-
tucky with her job at AT&T, Wal-
drup asked his pastor in North Car-
olina where a similar church could
be found in Kentucky. The answer
was, “Well, we don’t have one plant-
ed yet.”

So when Waldrup moved to cen-
tral Kentucky in October of last year,
he immediately began looking for
a place to start a cowboy church.
When he attended a horse sale at
the Paris stockyards, he knew that
was the place. He negotiated a three-
month commitment to hold servic-
es there and began spreading the
word.

Attendance at the church’s first
few services ranged from 24 to 61
people with 10 of those accepting
Jesus Christ as Savior.

Waldrup said a typical cow-
boy church service begins with an-
nouncements and a reciting of the
Pledge of Allegiance. That’s fol-
Page 3

COWBOY PASTOR Dewayne Waldrup,
pastor of Blue Grass Cowboy Church in
Paris, prepares to deliver his message.
The pastor, like the rest of the congrega-
tion, is usually decked out in a cowboy
hat, blue jeans and a belt buckle. The
church encourages members, visitors
and even dogs to come to church just as
they are. (Photo by Christi Arnette)
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KINGDOM FOCUS
SBC President Frank
Page reminded members
of the SBC Executive
Committee, “We are a
Jesus convention and
we are here to promote
the Kingdom of God on
this earth.” (BP photo by
Morris Abernathy)

the age of 87.

| BAPTIST DIGEST

Betty Jo Lewis dies at 64. Betty Jo Lewis, wife of Larry Lew-
is, former president of the Southern Baptist Home Mission
Board, died Feb. 10. She was 64. The Lewises had lived near
Centralia, Mo., the past several years. Mrs. Lewis served
alongside her husband when he led the former HMB from
1987-96; during his presidency of Hannibal-LaGrange Col-
lege in Hannibal, Mo., from 1981-87; and when he was pas-
tor of Tower Grove Baptist Church in St. Louis and in oth-
er ministry positions in Ohio, New Jersey, Pennsylvania
and Missouri from 1960-81. She is survived by her husband,
three children and three granddaughters. Memorial gifts
may be made to the Betty Jo Cockerell Lewis Scholarship at
Hannibal-LaGrange College.

Waggoner elected VP of B&H Publishing. Brad Waggon-
er has been named vice president of LifeWay Christian Re-
sources’ B&H Publishing Group. Waggoner succeeds Ken
Stephens, who retired Jan. 15. The trustees’ Feb. 12 action
came during LifeWay’s semiannual trustee meeting Feb. 11-
12 in Nashville. Waggoner, who currently is vice president
of LifeWay’s research and ministry development division,
came to LifeWay in 2006. He previously was dean of South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary’s school of leadership and
church ministry in Louisville.

Graham returns home from hospital. Evangelist Billy Gra-
ham returned home Feb. 19 after undergoing a procedure
to relieve pressure in his brain. Graham, 89, underwent
the elective procedure on Feb. 13 at Missions Hospitals in
Asheville, N.C. Physicians said he was progressing well af-
ter they replaced a valve for a shunt that regulates the pres-
sure within his brain. Graham has hydrocephalus, a build-
up of fluid on the brain that can cause symptoms similar to
Parkinson’s disease. Graham'’s wife, Ruth, died last June at

SBC leaders affirm $205 million CP budget

Nashville (BP)—Members of the
Southern Baptist Convention Execu-
tive Committee approved a 2008-09
Cooperative Program allocation bud-
get of $205,716,834 for recommenda-
tion to the SBC during its June 10-11
annual meeting in Indianapolis.

The budget continues traditional
allocations to the convention’s mis-
sion boards, including 50 percent of
receipts to the Southern Baptist In-
ternational Mission Board and 22.79
percent to the North American Mis-
sion Board.

The SBC’s six seminaries, Ethics
& Religious Liberty Commission and
SBC operating budget each received
slight percentage increases after
GuideStone Financial Resources
President O.S. Hawkins announced
last year that GuideStone would be
willing to forgo the 0.76 percent of
the CP allocation budget it had been
receiving.

The percentage allocated to the
seminaries is 21.92 percent, up from
214 percent last year. The ERLC
would receive 1.65 percent, up from
1.49 percent last year.

The SBC operating budget, en-
compassing the SBC annual meet-

ing costs, the work of the conven-
tion between annual meetings and
the Executive Committee, would re-
ceive 3.4 percent of the CP budget,
up from 3.32 percent last year.

The Southern Baptist Historical
Library and Archives would contin-
ue to receive 0.24 percent.

In other business, the Executive
Committee:

®Adopted a recommendation
to be submitted to messengers at
the June 10-11 SBC annual meeting
in Indianapolis, stating the South-
ern Baptist Convention encourages
“all SBC entities, churches and new
church plants to intentionally in-
volve people with disabilities in min-
istries, create appropriate new min-
istries in which they can participate,
and remove as many impediments
as possible to fully engage people
with disabilities.” The recommen-
dation was in response to a motion
referred from the 2007 SBC annual
meeting.

mResponded to a motion referred
from the 2007 annual meeting call-
ing for the SBC to ask each conven-
tion entity to “study the feasibility
of providing regular reports of the

voting and attendance records of all
trustees ... on all matters on which
voting occurs and that these reports
be available in a timely manner on-
line and offline.” The Executive Com-
mittee responded that it will report
“the attendance record of any mem-
ber to an inquiring Southern Bap-
tist, but declines to supply individu-
al voting records, believing that do-
ing so would invite efforts to further
politicize trustee selection and ser-
vice and would also undermine the
principle that decisions of a board
are rendered as a body.”

mReceived as information the re-
port from the SBC Funding Study
Committee, an 11-member ad hoc
committee appointed in 2002 to re-
search funding issues facing South-
ern Baptists’ national entities. Three
issues cited in the report will receive
further study by the Executive Com-
mittee’s Cooperative Program sub-
committee, who also will handle
any other matters related to the ad
hoc committee’s work.

mApproved a 4 percent increase
in the staff salary structure of the
Executive Committee budget, effec-
tive Oct. 1.

CBF council approves budget, reports shortfalls

Decatur, Ga. (ABP)—Leaders of the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship ap-
proved a $16.5 million budget for the
2008-09 fiscal year and heard of bud-
get shortfalls during the CBF Coordi-
nating Council’s Feb. 7-8 meeting in
Decatur, Ga.

The council’s finance committee
reported that, as of the end of Janu-
ary 2008, CBF’s revenue had reached
only 89 percent of its projected 2007-
08 budget. Meanwhile, expendi-
tures by the end of calendar year
2007 reached 91 percent of the pro-
jected budget. January expenditures

are still being processed, said CBF
spokesman Lance Wallace.

CBF supporters who attend the
group’s General Assembly, sched-
uled for June in Memphis, Tenn., will
give final approval to the budget.

CBF Moderator Harriett Harral
said that while CBF leaders are “be-
ing practical” about spending, they
continue to “leverage every resource
we have, and that’s dollars of course
as well as everything else.”

In his coordinator’s report, CBF
executive coordinator Daniel Vestal
discussed the covenant celebration,

held in Atlanta the previous week.
“It had more of the feel of a re-
vival,” Vestal said of the celebration.
“There were several times when I lit-
erally sat in my chair and wept.”
Former President Jimmy Carter—
one of the main organizers behind
the gathering—has invited leaders of
participating organizations to meet
at the Carter Center March 12 to dis-
cuss possible follow-up ministries.
CBF also has begun the partner-
ship application process for the Mi-
cah Challenge, a global campaign to
mobilize Christians to end poverty.

NAMB leaders highlight record
giving, evangelism, chaplaincy

Alpharetta, Ga. (BP)—Affirming
that Southern Baptists’ 2007 gifts
of $59.4 million to the Annie Arm-
strong Easter Offering for North
American Missions exceeded the
year’s goal by more than $2 million,
North American Mission Board Pres-
ident Geoff Hammond told trustees,
“Never forget that it’s the generosi-
ty of Southern Baptists in the pews—
who are praying for missions and
who believe in what the North Amer-
ican Mission Board is doing—who al-
low us to do what we do to reach this
incredible mission field for Christ.”

The Annie Armstrong Easter Of
fering’s 2008 goal is $61 million.

NAMB trustees also heard an evan-
gelism report noting that out of the
336.3 million people in North Ameri-
ca, 251 million (three out of four) are
non-Christians. NAMB’s church plant-
ing group shared with trustees its em-
phasis of focusing on 372 urban cen-
ters in North America and the peo-
ple groups living within them. The
report also noted that the urban em-
phasis is being conducted alongside
continued rural evangelism through
a people-group strategy.

Hammond told trustees that
NAMB is working closely with SBC
President Frank Page and state and
local partners in developing a na-

tional evangelism initiative to be
introduced at this June’s Southern
Baptist Convention annual meeting
in Indianapolis.

The trustees also heard how
NAMB must focus on multicultural-
ism because in the United States 101
million residents, or one in three,
represent a minority. Four states—
Hawaii, New Mexico, California and
Texas, along with Washington, D.C.—
have “minority majorities.”

NAMB chaplaincy team leader
Keith Travis reported 40 new chap-
lains were named and endorsed last
year, bringing the total number to
almost 2,800. The chaplains serve in
the military, law enforcement, cor-
porations and health institutions.

Travis added that Southern Bap-
tist chaplains reported approxi-
mately 10,000 professions of faith in
Christ during 2007.

NAMB trustees also heard a first-
hand report on Iraq from third-year
Chaplain (Capt.) Neal Hicks, now sta-
tioned at Fort Benning in Colum-
bus, Ga. During his duty in Iraq,
Hicks was chaplain to 930 soldiers
in the “Arc of Death” region of cen-
tral Iraq.

“I believe it’s our responsibility to
take the Word of God where soldiers
are serving,” Hicks declared.

Southern acquires
Broadus papers
found on eBay site

Louisville (BP)—Several fold-
ers of original material au-
thored by John A. Broadus more
than 100 years ago have been
added to the archives of South-
ern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary through an eBay online
auction.

Broadus served as Southern’s
first professor of New Testa-
ment interpretation and homi-
letics and was the institution’s
second president. Southern al-
ready housed a substantial col-
lection of Broadus’ papers, in-
cluding the original manu-
script of his classic book, “On
the Preparation and Delivery of
Sermons.” But according to Ja-
son Fowler; Southern’s archives
and special collections librari-
an, the iew papers will help re-
searchers understand Broadus
more fully.

“We already have a substan-
tial collection of Broadus mate-
rial,” Fowler said. “Having these
items in the archives makes it
easier for researchers to access
various collections of Broadus
materials in one place.”

Southern acquired the new
materials when Don Whitney,
associate professor of biblical
spirituality, saw them for sale
on eBay. Whitney notified Greg-
ory Wills, professor of church
history and director of South-
ern Seminary’s Center for the
Study of the Southern Baptist
Convention, of his find.

“When I looked at the photo
of the letters, I saw that it was
indeed Broadus’ handwriting,
and I grew excited about the
possibility of acquiring these
for the seminary that Broadus
gave his life to establish,” Wills
said.

Southern Seminary Presi-
dent Albert Mohler said the ad-
dition of the papers serves as a
reminder of the depth of the
Broadus legacy.

“This really is an historical
achievement for us,” Mohler
said. “It is restoring a part of Dr.
Broadus’ legacy through the in-
stitution he served and helped
to found. It means a great deal
to us to have these materials.
Just looking at them, touching
them, reviewing them, reminds
us of the greatness of this man
and the length of his legacy.”

The seller stumbled across
the papers when she bought
some glassware at an auction
and discovered letters and man-
uscripts in the bottom of one of
the boxes.

The collection includes ma-
terial created by Broadus as well
as items written by his daugh-
ter, Alice Broadus Mitchell, and
her husband. The portion au-
thored by Broadus includes let-
ters, sermons and clippings.

The additions to the Broadus
collection, Fowler said, “are part
of the heritage of the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary.
.. They shed further light on
Broadus’ life and thought.”
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Kentucky’s women take casino opposition to Frankfort |

By Drew Nichter
News Director

Frankfort—The voices of more
than 200 Kentucky women and men
filled the Capitol Rotunda in Frank
fort Feb. 19, declaring their opposi-
tion to expanded gambling
in the commonwealth as
part of a rally organized by
the group Women Against
Gambling Expansion.

Before turning their
attention to protest, the
women joined together in
singing “Amazing Grace,”
a moment inspired by the
story of Jehoshaphat in 2
Chronicles 20, according to
Joy Bolton, executive direc-
tor of Kentucky Woman'’s
Missionary Union and one of the
coordinators of the WAGE rally.

“Today the mamas in this room
are not happy with the proposal to
expand gambling in Kentucky,” she
declared during her address. “And
when mama ain’t happy, ain’t no-
body happy.”

Bolton was one of several women
who spoke out against Gov. Steve Bes-
hear’s proposal to allow casinos in
Kentucky. On Feb. 14, the governor
laid out his plan to build 12 casinos
in the state. On the day of the WAGE
rally, a House task force charged
with studying expanded gambling,
recommended reducing that num-
ber to nine.

The rally, which was originally
scheduled for Feb. 12, but postponed
due to snow, featured, among oth-
ers, Bolton; Nancy Jo Kemper, execu-
tive director of the Kentucky Council
of Churches; and Laura Marie Trout-

Conference set to
renew Baptists’
passion for prayer

Louisville—The Greater Work
Prayer Conference, designed to
help people renew their passion
for prayer and develop prayer
strategies for worldwide evan-
gelism, will be held March 15
at Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville.

“We put a lot of effort into
many things, but nothing we do
is more important than prayer,”
said Eric Allen, director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention’s
mission service and ministries
department, who is co-spon-
soring the one-day event with
Southern Seminary. “This con-
ference will encourage pastors
and church leaders to recognize
prayer as the needed power for
reaching our community and
building healthy churches.”

Guest speakers include
Southern Baptist Convention
President Frank Page and au-
thor TW. Hunt.

This year’s conference will
feature three plenary and dia-
logue sessions. All are geared to-
ward improving an individual’s
prayer life and mobilizing oth-
ers to pray.

The registration fee before
March 1 is $25 per person. For
more information, visit www.
kybaptist.org/greaterwork.

Joy Bolton

man, executive director of the non-
profit organization, Friends of the
Good Samaritans.

Kemper argued that the state gov-
ernment is simply looking to ex-

panded gambling as a “short-term

fix” for the state’s finan-
cial crisis, adding that tax-
es should be explored be-
fore casinos.
| “Tax is not a dirty
word,” she noted. “Taxes
are the very cheap price
| we pay to live in the most
wonderful land on the
face of the earth.”

Kemper added that her
opposition to gambling
stems from her role as a
mother and grandmother.

“I do not want my grandchildren
to grow up in a culture where their
government is engaged in encourag-
ing its citizens to amuse themselves
to financial destitution,” she said.

Armed with statistics confirming
gambling’s harmful effects, Bolton
aimed her opposition at slot ma-
chines, calling them the “crack co-
caine of gambling.”

“Do we really want the most vul-
nerable of our society coming out
of the grocery store and spending
the last of their money in a slot ma-
chine?” she asked. “Or worse, stop-
ping at the slot machine on their
way in and never buying groceries
because they were mesmerized by
the lure of easy money?”

Bolton added that gambling of-
ten destroys families, and groups
like Kentucky WMU are left to pro-
vide for the children affected.

“We are tired of having to care

Paris church plan

Continued from page 1

lowed by about 30 minutes of blue-
grass gospel music and a message
he said he provides based on what
he believes God wants him to com-
municate.

At each service, participants are
encouraged to fill out visitor’s cards,
which go toward a drawing for a
Cowboy Church Network belt buck-
le. The more times a person attends,
the better chance he has of winning
the buckle, Waldrup noted.

So far, the pastor said he has been
amazed at the ways God has used
the church plant. He recalled the
time he invited a neighbor who was
known for having a sketchy past.

“I don’t know a whole lot about
his past or anything like that, but he
told me he got the flyer on the cow-
boy church and that he may be able
to come and he might not,” Waldrup
said of the man.

“He said, Tm not too religious
a person,’” and I said, ‘Well, thank
God. I'd rathér people get salvation
than religion.” The man and his wife
haven’t made a profession of faith
yet, but they have been there every
service so far,” Waldrup noted.

So far, visitors have traveled to
the cowboy church from Louisville,
Lexington, Bardstown, Harrodsburg
and many other places across the
state, Waldrup said.

“I think this is something we
should encourage because they
reach people that our traditional-
based churches—those that have
their services at one particular block

for kids who don’t have enough
to eat because mommy or daddy
wasted the grocery money,” she de-

clared. “We are tired of seeing fami- -

lies destroyed because of a problem
gambler.

“The cost far outweighs the rev-
enue (expanded gambling) might
generate for state government.”

Adrian Holloway, a Versailles
resident and mother of three chil-
dren, spoke about the destructive ef-
fects casinos have had on her fami-
ly. Living near Las Vegas as a child,
she said both of her parents became
gambling addicts. Holloway’s moth-
er still struggles with the addiction
and has squandered her life savings.

Holloway’s brother also grap-
ples daily with gambling addiction.
However, she noted, he has come to
terins with his problem, but only af-
ter declaring bankruptcy and “los-
ing everything.”

Holloway explained that he has
even signed an agreement with two
casinos near his home in Phoenix,
that he can be thrown in jail if he is
caught gambling in those facilities.

“This gambling addiction does
lead to ... devastation and financial
ruin,” Holloway said. “This is not
what we want in Kentucky for our
families or our children.”

Proposal status

Gov. Beshear’s Feb. 14 proposal
to bring 12 casinos to the state has
been initially met with opposition,
not only by religious groups, but
also many state representatives.

Members of the House task force
on expanded gambling recommend-
ed reducing the governor’s proposed

B3

PICKIN’ ON WORSHIP Local bluegrass duo Steve and Robin Patrick perform sev-

pt of lar_ger cowhoy network

number of casinos to nine and vot-
ed to require county approval for all
non-racetrack operated facilities.
The difference of opinion among
many House leaders has some casi-
no opponents optimistic about the
amendment’s downfall. A House
staff member recently told the Lou-
isville Courier-Journal, “I can see the
handwriting on the wall. We’ll be
back in May because we’ll have no
budget and no expanded gambling.”

£

eral songs during Blue Grass Cowboy Church’s worship service. The Patricks are

one of four groups that serve as the church’s worship band on Tuesday evenings.

(Photo by Christi Arnette)

of time every Sunday—can’t neces-
sarily reach,” Baker affirmed.

Earlier this month, the congrega-
tion relocated to the Bourbon Coun-
ty Fairgrounds because the small
offerings the church takes in did
not accommodate continued meet-
ings at the Paris stockyards. At the
fairgrounds, the church has facili-
ties capable of holding horserelat-
ed events, in addition to church ser-
vices. Waldrup has already obtained
permission to hand out flyers and

copies of the New Testament at the
Bourbon County Fair in June.

“Everyone’s welcome. We're try-
ing to reach people who wouldn’t
go to a traditional church,” Waldrup
declared. “If they come in their work
clothes—whether they come straight
out of the barn, out of the field, still
got their riding boots and britches
on—that don’t bother me. It’s there
for them, and if they’re coming,
we just try to present the gospel to
them.”

SIGN OF RESISTANCE
Saundra Adams from
Bardstown shows her
opposition to expanded
gambling in Kentucky.
(Photos by Drew Nichter)
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Free speech: Use it or lose it

By Erich Bridges

Richmond, Va. (BP)—It’s peak sea-
son for free (or very expensive, if
you're buying TV time) political
speech.

and cyberspace with arguments for
their election. Their campaigns issue
claims, promises, pleas, attacks and
statistics hourly—some true, some
false, some absurd. Their support-
ers verbally duke it out in the pub-
lic square.

The political cacophony may get
tiresome, but it is one of the glories
of American democracy. The alterna-
tive to free political speech is silence,
fear and oppression by the state. De-
spite the global spread of democra-
¢y, hundreds of millions of people
still live under such tyranny.

The same goes for religious
speech.

In America, you can freely make
the case for every kind of faith imag-
inable, or no faith at all. You can pro-
claim Christianity, Islam, Hinduism,
witchcraft or atheism. You can in-
vent and market your own cult. You
can preach almost anywhere, almost
anytime.

But free religious expression in
our nation did not come easily or
cheaply, and it won’t endure with-
out vigorous exercise and defense.
State church tyranny imported from
Europe was the main opponent of
true religious freedom in America’s
early days. Today the threats come
from other quarters—including secu-
lar extremists who see biblical faith
as “intolerant,” evangelism as “hate
speech” and cross-cultural missions
as “cultural imperialism.”

When American evangelicals
raise concerns about free religious
expression, critics often laugh.
“There is a church on every street
corner,” they say. “You can’t switch
the TV or radio dial without hearing
a preacher proclaiming the gospel.”
“Christian books and CDs sell in the
millions.”

Fair enough. But Nat Hentoff,

a tireless champion of the First

Amendment guarantee of free

speech for more than 50 years, is not
laughing.

“How many Americans know that
before the Constitution and our rev-

olution, ‘Massachusetts
Presidential candi- EHI\/[\/[3'If\;\@ hanged Mary Dyer for
dates fill the airwaves her Quaker views’?”

asked Hentoff, quoting a new histo-
ry of the First Amendment. “I would
add that before (James) Madison and
(Thomas) Jefferson surfaced in Vir-
ginia, Catholics were not allowed to
hold office and priests were barred
from even entering the colony.”

Baptists, who had experienced
the lash of persecution by state-
controlled churches in Europe and
America, played a key role in help-
ing Madison and Jefferson forge re-
ligious freedom in Virginia—and
in the new American natien when
independence was won.

Hentoff defends the right of con-
temporary Americans, religious or
otherwise, to say and think what
they please. And he emphatically
parts company with his friends in
the American Civil Liberties Union
who favor the expanded “hate
speech” legislation being pushed
by some members of Congress. The
proposed law would add extra pris-
on time, not for the commission of a
violent crime, but for the words that
accompany it.

“Once our republic began, James
Madison expected that no Amer-
ican would be punished for his
‘thoughts,” Hentoff warned. “But
‘hate crimes’ laws ... are what Madi-
son feared. If these added penalties
for thought crimes ... reach the Oval

. Office, the president should veto the

legislation.”

You may be wondering what “hate
speech” has to do with religious ex-
pression. After all, aren’t proposed
“hate speech” laws designed to pun-
ish violent bigots who spew venom-
ous epithets as they attack various
minorities? Maybe, but who decides
what kinds of speech—and thought—
are hateful? Will words and actions
always have to be linked for prose-
cution, or will the logical next step
be to criminalize words alone? Some
advocates of speech restrictions view

statements such as “Jesus Christ is
the only way to salvation” as bigoted
and hateful. Such statements, some
believe, actually incite violence
against religious minorities. Hence,
they qualify as “hate speech” to be
outlawed and punished.

Let’s hope such extreme interpre-
tations never become law. But if you
want a glimpse of what it’s like to
live under draconian speech codes,
visit any of the hundreds of college
campuses where they are used to
punish students or faculty members
who speak words that might con-
ceivably offend numerous “protect-
ed” groups. This goes on in the very
institutions that are supposed to en-
courage our brightest young people
to engage in free inquiry and spirit-
ed debate about the nature of truth.

Perhaps the greatest current
threat to American religious expres-
sion, however, is the self-censorship
practiced by believers. A recent study
confirms that most Americans ap-
prove of free religious expression—
as long as it makes no demands of
others or judgments about them.
Too many Christians buy into that
philosophy with their silence. Too
many of us fear offending someone
more than we care about telling him
or her the truth. We do not want to

. be thought “intolerant.” We do not

want to go against the relentlessly
pluralist grain of society.

But we can’t have it both ways if
we believe the gospel of Christ. It is
good news to those who believe it
and an offense to those who reject it.
It will always be controversial.

If American Christians, who still
enjoy the blessing of free expression,
voluntarily silence themselves, what
message will that send to persecut-
ed believers around the world strug-
gling to find their voice?

Erich Bridges is senior writer with the
Southern Baplist International Mission Board
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Do Kentucky Baptists care enough?

Do Kentucky Baptists care
enough to stand with those who
are risking their political
careers in fighting against
casino gambling? Gam-
bling proponents are cur-
rently exerting incredible
pressure on legislators to
secure votes in the Gener-
al Assembly.

It is, therefore, very im-
portant that our legislators
hear from Kentucky Bap-
tists now.

I understand the reluc-
tance to take action. Our lives are
busy and it is easy to think that our
individual efforts are not important
or that they are unnecessary be-
cause “someone else will do it.”

Your voice does matter and your
silence speaks volumes. Even though
you may recognize the devastating
problems that will result from casi-
no gambling, if you do not act, the
voices of gambling interests will be
the only ones heard in Frankfort.

Passage of the proposal now on
the table will be devastating for all
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Kentucky citizens—both those who
gamble and those who do not. With
12 casinos strategically lo-
cated across the common-
wealth, no family will be
outside the gambling fre-
quency zone.

It is therefore likely
that you will experience a
family member or friend
who becomes a patholog-
ical gamber (an estimated
80,000 people) or a prob-
lem gambler (an estimat-
ed 200,000 people). In ad-
dition, research shows that a person
with a gambling problem impacts
the lives of between 11 and 15 people
in addition to themselves, including
family, friends and co-workers.

With more than 800,000 Baptists
in Kentucky, we have the numbers
to make a major impact for good on
this issue. But if Kentucky Baptists
do not care enough to act, I believe
the Commonwealth of Kentucky
will soon place its seal of approval
on a practice that has led many into
addictive and destructive lifestyles.

Kentucky will be sanctioning a false
hope of instant wealth that has re-
sulted in abandoned children, di-
vorce, financial ruin, theft and even
suicide.

I believe that Kentucky Baptists
care about the quality of spiritual,
moral and social life in the state and
I hope you will act before it is too
late. Please make this issue a mat-
ter of prayer. Then call or write your
representatives and senators. Thank
those who are standing strong in op-
position and encourage those who
are supporting casinos to reconsid-
er their positions.

Please also make it clear that you
do not favor the issue being on the
ballot in the fall. The “let the peo-
ple decide” argument is a ruse to al-
low the big gambling corporations
to pour millions of dollars into false
advertising campaigns.

Do you care enough to take ac-
tion today and enlist others to help?
Learn more about this issue online
at the KBC’s Committee on Public Af-
fairs Web site at www.kybaptist.org/
publicaffairs.

Bill Mackey is executive director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention

STEWARDSHIP

Take proper steps
to protect yourself
from fraud & theft

By Don Spencer

Identify theft is a major
concern these days. It occurs
when someone
gets your Social
Security num-
ber, bank data
or other details
that can be used
to go on a buy-
ing or borrow-
ing binge. Law enforcement
agencies work hard to address
this problem but the best solu-
tion is consumers taking pre-
cautions to prevent it.

mProtect Social Security,
bank account and credit card
numbers. This includes PINs,
passwords and other person-
al information. Never provide
this information in response to
phone calls, faxes, letters or e-
mails you may receive.

® Avoid giving your Social Se-
curity number to any business
unless you're convinced it is
absolutely necessary. Be aware
that friends, family members,
roommates and workers are of-
ten involved in identify theft.

mGuard your mail which
may include credit card or bank
statements, checks, or other
documents with confidential
information. Pick up delivered
mail promptly. Take outgoing
mail with checks or confiden-
tial information to a post of-
fice or hand it directly to a mail
carrier. Do not put it in your
outdoor mailbox or door to be
picked up.

mKeep your financial trash
“clean.” Do not throw away re-
ceipts, bank statements, tax re-
turns or any other document
containing personal informa-
tion without shredding them
first.

m Use extra care with person-
al data on the Internet. Sites
should be clear on how sensi-
tive data is protected, including
the use of encryption to safe-
ly transmit and store data. Be
on guard against incoming e-
mails claiming to be from trust-
ed sources (such as banks.or the
IRS) asking you to “update” or
“confirm” personal data. Repu-
table organizations do not con-
tact you to verify this informa-
tion online. If you get an e-mail
like this—do not click on any of
the links.

m Always beware of offers
that seem too good to be true.
Be suspicious of any offer that
involves “easy money” or “quick
fixes.” Beware of any transac-
tion for which you receive a ca-
shier’s check made out for more
money than the amount due to
you with a request to wire back
the difference—you could lose
a lot of money if the check is
fraudulent.

Don Spencer is a certified financial
planner and directs the Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s church financial benefits
department
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Ending a difficult marriage may
lead to further pain & anxiety

Q: My husband and | have recently started marriage
counseling. The last few years have been very difficult
and it seems like it would be so much easier to just
divorce. What should | do?

This is a very difficult decision faced by couples who
have become dissatisfied with their marriages. And yet, it

is a decision the two of you will need
| MARRIAGE

to make.

There is a strong
message in our culture that we all have
a right to be happy. I have been confront-
ed before by a spouse asking me, “Would
God want me to stay in the marriage and
be miserable?”

Part of our challenge is our limited view.
God is able to see a much greater picture of our lives than
we can. This makes decisions difficult and even painful as
well as creating a situation in which we must trust God.

Let me share some research from the University of Chica-
go that addresses the issue of unhappy marriages:

“With the important exception of helping spouses es-
cape violent marriages, divorce typically failed to deliver
the promised psychological benefits for adults. Five years
later, unhappily married adults who divorced or separated
were, on average, no happier ... and showed increased alco-
hol use compared to unhappily married adults who stayed
married. Almost two-thirds of unhappy spouses who stuck
with the marriage forged happy marriages down the road.”

One of the scholars who contributed to this research of-
fers the following suggestions for those couples choosing to
stay in the marriage.

Wait it out. With time, job situations improve, children
get older and become less demanding, and you can develop
a new perspective.

Work on your marriage. See a marriage counselor, get
advice from friends and books, and make time for fun.

Focus on your own happiness. Get social or follow your
personal bliss. Your marital problems may not go away, but
having a source of personal joy allows you to build a happy
life, no matter what.

It is natural to want immediate relief from pain. Before
making the decision to end the marriage, consider all your
options. Sometimes what we hope is a quick fix to relieve
pain may result in a different kind of pain.—Valerie Vincent

Q: How much control should a parent have over a
teenager’s room?

Keep in mind that the teenage years are, at their best,
a training ground for launching young followers of Christ

into the world. Generally speaking,

J11:13,' 1] \[-]@ it is to both the parents’ and teens’

advantage to give and receive in-

creasing freedom as the young person moves through ad-

olescence. This burgeoning freedom is contingent on teen-

agers making responsible choices. When this is the case,

perhaps nothing symbolizes the freedom to discover and
claim one’s identity as much as a teen’s bedroom.

The less control that parents can exercise over a teenag-
er’s room, the better. Teens benefit from increased freedom
to decorate and arrange their room, choose their own furni-
ture and posters, and to know that their privacy will be re-
spected. Parents should knock before entering if the door is
closed and refrain from going through teens’ belongings.

With freedom always comes responsibility. Standards
should be clearly communicated in regard to a reasonable
degree of order and cleanliness, but parents must discipline
themselves from over-control in this area. Teens who create
trust issues through dishonesty and use of drugs and alco-
hol must understand that they compromise their rights to
privacy. Family members must hold in tension the wisdom
of the Scriptures that instructs parents to “not provoke your
children to anger” while reminding teens to “honor your
parents” (Ephesians 6:1-4).—Scott Wigginton

Family Forum writers are:

David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist
Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org.

James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church
in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex.org.

Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in
Louisville. E-mail: dr.vincent@insightbb.com. _

Scoit Wigginton, associate professor of pastoral ministries and
counseling at Campbellsville University and minister
of counseling at Campbellsville Baptist Church. E-mail:
sewigginton@campbellsville.edu.

Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box

43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net.
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Proclaiming the Easter message all year

Cristo € levantado! Christ is risen!

It’s the greatest lead sentence to the greatest news
story ever communicated. I could say it in English, or I
could say it in the Portuguese language that
I learned to speak while serving as a South-
ern Baptist international missionary in Bra-
zil. Whatever the language, the power behind
the phrase is the same: “Christ is risen!”

But if we were to take a look around us
this time of year, we would probably notice
how North America is slipping farther from
the things of Christ. Sometimes it is discour-
aging to see the direction in which our cul-
ture is headed. This is, after all, the season
when “Christ is risen!” And to see that power-
ful message ignored or rejected by those we work with,
live among and care about should break our hearts.

The first Easter began with broken hearts as well.
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary woke up that Sun-
day morning to a world that seemed lost. Christ was
dead and buried. The disciples were scattered. The ene-
my had won. Or so it seemed.

But for Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, the
Easter experience became one of hope, joy and purpose
when an angel delivered the most important news in
history. The report they heard is the same one we have
been charged to deliver to the world today—“Christ is
the risen Savior!”

For a world searching for meaning, there is not a
more encouraging and inviting message. And that’s
the message your Southern Baptist North American
missionaries are helping you share with a continent
in need.

“Christ is risen!” It’s the message Jon and Mindy
Jamison are taking to young people in Des Moines,
Iowa. Many of the teens they work with live in a world
of'violence, gangs and drugs.

“Christ is risen!” It’s what missionary Melanie Law-
ler is sharing with young children in Nevada through
her Kids Club apartment complex ministry.

Throughout North America more than 5,000 of

GUEST
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Geoff Hammond

your Southern Baptist missionaries are looking for and
finding lost people who need to take to heart the Easter
message, “Christ is risen!”

It’s what drives Daniel Caceres, a mission-
ary who helps start Hispanic churches all
over Oklahoma. Daniel escaped his home in
El Salvador when communist guerillas tried
to kill him. Today, he is introducing Hispan-
ics in North America to the One who can take
them from death to life.

“Christ is risen!” It’s also the driving force
behind missionaries David and Shirley Prof-
fitt in Virginia. They’re starting churches
near college campuses. They often work in
communities which are openly hostile to
Christianity.

In a very real way, your Southern Baptist missionar-
ies in North America celebrate Easter all year long by
consistently proclaiming the message of the season,
“Christ is risen!” But ultimately, the responsibility that
God has given our North American missionaries is not
just theirs—it is also ours.

You and your church are partners in the task of
reaching North America and there are many ways you
can be a part of that work: You can pray for your mis-
sionaries, that they would earnestly seek God’s heart.
You can help others understand the depth of the need
in North America. You can give through your church
to the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for North
American Missions. And you can join our mission
force through short-term, long-term or career mission
opportunities.

Finally, it is my prayer that you and your church will
see this Easter season as an opportunity to reach out to
the lost in your community who need Christ. Remem-
ber, there are still millions around us who need to hear
and understand the most powerful message of all—the
message of Easter.

Christ is risen!

Geoff Hammond is president of the Southern Baptist North
American Mission Board

Share the gospel tractfully

By Victor Benavides

Alpharetta, Ga. (BP)—I was in Nash-
ville recently and at the end of a long
day of meetings, I stopped at a con-
venience store for a late-night snack.
I stood in line, paid
for my ice cream and
passed a gospel tract to
the clerk who politely smiled and
stuffed it into his pocket. I smiled
and left.

As 1 was opening my car door,
a man yelled my way. “Great,” I
thought without turning around,
“I'm exhausted and this guy’s going
to want money. God, please help me
talk to this man.” I turned around to
face this young man who had a des-
perate look on his face.

“That booklet you gave,” he said.
“Ineed that.”

“Really,” I replied.

It turns out the guy had been
standing behind me in line watch-
ing my transaction.

I pulled another booklet out of a
pocket and handed it to him. Then
I said something I had not said all
week, though I had been passing out
tracts and sharing the gospel with
people at my hotel. “You want me to
tell you how you can have peace in
your life?” I asked him.

The man immediately said, “Yes.
That’s exactly what I need.”

So I told him my story and shared
the gospel with him.

Our conversation ended with his
salvation and his head bobbing on
my shoulder as he wept.

FIRST PERSON

This is not always the way my
tract conversations end, but it does
show what a tool we have in those lit-
tle booklets that have grown out of
style in recent years. While handing
someone a gospel tract
or leaving one with
your waiter’s tip can-
not replace the call to share our per-
sonal relationship with Christ, those
little booklets of truth still work.

Here are some practical ways you
might share your faith with this tiny
tool as you are out and about or with
your loved ones.

Where to share

At the restaurant. A tract is an
ideal way to share with someone
on the run. Waiters make their live-
lihood by volume so you do not want
to get in their way at a busy restau-
rant. Instead, simply ask them if
there is anything you can pray for
them about and then pass them a
tract.

The key is to plant the seed, leave
the door open and allow them to ap-
proach you. If you miss earlier oppor-
tunities, you might also leave a tract
on the table with your tip or bill in-
side. But be sure to leave a healthy
tip. Don’t stifle the gospel by stiffing
the wait staff.

On the go. Keep a couple of tracts
in your purse or pocket. If you sense
God is moving you to do so, ask, “Can
I share some information that gave
my life purpose?” Depending on how
they receive it and °they have time,

you can share your story.

With your gifts (birthdays, wed-
dings, Christmas). Instead of typ-
ical gift labels, use gospel tracts.
Most tracts have a place on the back
where you can write notes.

How to share

Focus. Any time of the year is
a great time to share the gospel,
but Christmas and Easter provide
unique opportunities. As an on-mis-
sion Christian, these are great oppor-
tunities to remind people of God’s
free gift through His son Jesus.

Pray. Before you head out to go
shopping or run errands, seek God
in prayer. Ask Him to bring to mind
any sin in your life. Confess your sins
and ask forgiveness. Ask God to give
you the words to say. Finally, pray
that He would send people into your
life who are ready to hear a word
about Jesus.

Share. How you share the gospel
with a tract depends on the circum-
stances. As I share in urban commu-
nities, I typically say, “I'm with such
and such church. Can I share a book
of wisdom about how much God
loves you?” I use tracts that talk
about the consequences of sin. This
is not to scare people into salva-
tion, but if sin and its consequenc-
es are not shared, then you have not
shared the gospel. Whatever tract
you choose, you will want to read
through it several times and become
familiar with it.

Victor Benavides is urban center evangelism
coordinator with the Southern Baptist North
American Mission Board
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NAMB missionary claims Vlrg Ini a’s colleges for chrlst

Continued from page 1
tend worship each Sunday.

The Proffitts’ son, Aaron, 29, is
Aletheia’s worship leader and pas-
tor, as well as a missionary for NAMB
and a church planter for SBCV. Their
daughter, Amy, 30, serves as a coun-
selor for the church, which meets in
a renovated warehouse in Harrison-
burg. Aaron’s wife, Ashlee, is a se-
mester missionary while Amy’s hus-
band, Jon, also is on Aletheia’s lead-
ership team.

“Three-quarters of the 400 are
students,” David Proffitt noted. “The
rest of them were probably former
students who have gotten married
and now have their own children.
This is a church that has leadership,
supports the Cooperative Program,
sends missionaries out, disciples,
trains and teaches.”

James Madison University is lo-
cated in the scenic Shenandoah Val-
ley, and has an enrollment of some
17,000 students, 4,000 of them fresh-
man, the largest first-year class in
the school’s history. Most of the stu-
dents hail from Fairfax County and
northern Virginia.

Campus challenges

The 57-year-old Proffitt said start-
ing new churches on a college cam-
pus has its own special challenges.

“The challenges come when the
university is not friendly toward
a Christian organization, Chris-
tian ministry, churches and Chris-
tian campus organizations,” he ex-
plained.

“We have to realize that each
place is a unique setting. Even
though they’re college and univer-
sity students, they still are different
no matter where.”

Proffitt said one reason he enjoys

working with college students is be- -

cause of the diverse demographics
they represent.

“College students are mobile.
They are ready for risk-taking and
challenges,” he pointed out. “They’re
ready to pursue whatever might be
next. They’re developing their val-
ues. They are in transition. Usual-
ly they’re more flexible. ... They're
teachable and open. They love to get
together, they love to study and they
don’t want to be ‘dumbed’ down.”

When it became clear that Ale-
theia Church was in the capable
hands of their two children and
their spouses, David and Shirley
moved on to Richmond, home of
Virginia Commonwealth University,
which with 32,000 students, is the

state’s largest university. There, they
launched yet another church, also
called Aletheia.

When they first planted the
church, the Proffitts began by hold-
ing a series of Bible studies. At each
gathering, Shirley would invite and
feed up to 18 people in the couple’s
campus apartment.

“Shirley has been our hospitali-
ty leader and always prepares terrif
ic meals for all the people we invite
over,” her husband noted. “She uses
hospitality to assist with the evange-
lism process.

“Every day a team of US/C2 and
semester missionaries are going out
on the campus of VCU and to sur-
rounding housing and talking to
students, building relationships and
doing intentional evangelism,” Prof-
fitt added.

“We’ve seen hundreds and hun-
dreds of people become Christians.
We have even baptized new believers
in the James River.”

According to Proffitt, the VCU
campus is multicultural, and in-
cludes more than 1,500 internation-
al students, many from second-gen-
eration, international homes.

“At VCU, there are lots of Mus-
lims, Buddhists and Hindus, and a
lot of people who just haven’t made
up their minds about God yet,” he
explained. “Some of our greatest
challenges involve seeing the many
Muslim friends we’ve made come
to an understanding that Jesus is
God and loves them and desires to
become connected through repen-
tance and faith.”

Because of the heavy internation-
al student population at VCU, Prof-
fitt said his ministry, Richmond’s
Grove Avenue Baptist Church, and
some other SBC ministries com-
bined efforts and resources to hold
an international student Thanks-
giving dinner last November. About
300—mostly international students
stuck on campus with no place to go
during the holidays—attended and
enjoyed the 11 roast turkeys Grove
Avenue Baptist members prepared.

With Aletheia Church in Rich-
mond now averaging about 200 peo-
ple in attendance each Sunday, the
Proffitts have since moved on to Nor-
folk to plant a third Aletheia Church
at Old Dominion University.

Proffitt said he feels strongly
about the need for Southern Bap-
tists to be involved in ministry on
college campuses.

Secking Executive Editor

for the Western Recorder, Kentucky Baptists’ weekly news-
paper in Louisville. Christian journalist with minimum of five
years experience in print media; degree in journalism, com-
munications or related field; seminary training preferred.
Management and supervisory skills required. Submit re-
sumé, cover letter and a writing sample by March 10 to:

WR Editor Search Committee
—— Attn: Skip Alexander, Pastor

Campbelisville Baptlst Church
420 N Central Ave., Campbhellsville, KY 42718

MAKING A POINT Campus church planting missionary David Proffitt (right) speaks with
a James Madison University student (left) while NAMB semester missionaries Reed
Bradley (second from left) and Alan Sheriff look on. (NAMB photo by Alice Rusher)

“It’s important because it’s the
future of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention as a denomination,” he not-
ed. “I grew up as a Southern Baptist.
But the people who were the older
people in the church I grew up in are
gone now. They’re in heaven. So we
have to continue to think about the
next generation, preparing the next
generation, getting the next genera-
tion ready.”

Students “can go in any direc-
tion,” Proffitt added. “We want to
lead them in a spiritual direction—
understanding who God is, under-
standing that He sent His Son, Jesus
Christ, and that they can have a per-
sonal relationship with Him.”

“Live with Urgency,” the theme
for the 2008 Annie Armstrong Easter
Offering, is not just empty words for
those in the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia, Proffitt said, because of the
tragic killing of 32 students, facul-
ty and staff at Virginia Tech Univer-
sity last spring.

“Because of Virginia Tech, we
know how short life can be,” he ex-
plained. “Because we work among
young people, we realize that life
can be short and can move on very,
very quickly. Before you know it, stu-
dents are in a phase of life where
they’re not as flexible, not as willing
to hear, to change and to allow spiri-
tual alterations in their lives.”

Move beyond wishful thinking into a life of

greater focus and meaning...

For details or to register, visit

www.kybaptist.org/getalife or

call 502-489-3522 or

COOFERITIVE PROCRAN

866-489-3522 (toll free in KY).
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Growing in God’s trust

We must compare reality of
God against life’s struggles

Over the past several months I
feel like I have been going through
some growing pains in my rela-
tionship with Christ. In
reading Romans 8:18-23,
Paul reminds us that the
entire world is in great
pain as the world is liter-
ally in “anxious longing”
to see God’s children re-
vealed. As stated in verse
23, we also are in ea-
ger anticipation for the
adoption and redemp-
tion of our body.

AsIcompare the truth
of this passage against
the struggles that growing pains
produce, I can make a few clear
observations about life.

One, God’s plans span far be-
yond our time on earth. While
this may seem pretty obvious, I
would contend that many times
our perspectives about God’s na-
ture and His activity usually are
restricted to our time on this
earth. For if we truly seek to live in
light of these eternal perspectives
of redemption, we see present per-
ils in a much different context.
Paul writes in verse 18 that pres-
ent sufferings are not even worthy
to be compared to the glory that
will be revealed.

Two, as I observe tragic events
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and challenges in this world, they
are a vivid reminder that sin is
truly more horrific than I typical-
ly imagine. To think that all the
pain the world is in—death, dis-
ease, weather issues, etc—is sim-
ply the result of God sub-
jecting the world to futili-
ty (verse 20). When sin en-
tered the world, literally
everything, including life
at the microscopic level,
changed from perfection
and harmony to imperfec-
tion, strife and discord.

The result of these two
facts certainly spur me
on to seek a deeper un-
derstanding of the ugli-
ness of sin in God’s eyes,
and the amazing lovingkindness
He has demonstrated by saving us
by grace not based on any merit of
our own.

I pray that no matter what you'

may be experiencing in life that
God will burn the truth of His
Word in our hearts as we seek to
live -as aliens walking through a
world that is temporary.

David Melber is president of Kentucky
Baptist Assemblies. Contact him at
Box 99918, Louisville, KY 42069-0918;
phone (502) 491-7000.

Creating a new family

Sunrise witnesses God at
work in recent adoption

Some folks may not be aware
of a key part of Sunrise Children’s
Services’ ministry—adoption ser-
vices that provide as-
sistance for parents in-
terested in domestic or
international adoptions.
Recently, our foster care
and adoption staff mem-
bers have been working
closer together in an ef-
fort to make sure more
eligible foster children
are adopted into loving
homes.

Last fall, a teenage
mother contacted Sun-
rise about putting her
premature baby up for adoption.
After the infant’s release from the
hospital, the little boy first went
to Sunrise foster parents. Doc-
tors warned that he would devel-
op slower and be smaller than the
average child. The foster parents
were diligent in his daily care and
doctor’s appointments, noticing
his difficulty breathing and start-
ing him on asthma treatments.
He surprised everyone by gain-
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baby home as their own. Just as
they were making plans to pick
him up, their teenage nephew was
killed in a car accident. They were
grieving that loss as well as losing
more time with their new son. On
Dec. 21, the parents were
finally united with the
baby they had been wait-
ing for. And the name of
the nephew they lost be-
came their son’s middle
name.

We are so grateful to
God for this child’s life;
that his birth mother
made . the difficult but
right choice for her and
the baby; that Sunrise
foster parents provided
attentive temporary care
for the infant; and that a husband
and wife were blessed by adopting
him. At Sunrise, we have front-row
seats to watching God work. Thank
you to all who have invested in
God’s work with us. If you haven’t,
visit www.sunrise.org to learn how
you can be an investor who chang-
es the future of Kentucky’s atrisk
children. ¢
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For Heaven’s Sake

THE BIBLE SAYS

MoSES PERFORMED
GREAT WONDERS
WITH HIS STAFF

... GOMETIMES TS
A WONDER MY
STAFF PERFORMS
AT ALL!

Mike Morgan

Bible Crosswords
Across

1 “The earth shall before

them” (Joel 2:10)

6 Edify

11 Repast

12 Father of “mighty men”
(1 Chronicles 11:34)

14 Pronoun

15 Fearful things

17 Look, see! (arch.)

18 Printer's measure

19 Bosc, Anjou, et al.

20 Name of two O.T. books
(abbr.)

21 Date approx. 100 yrs. before

Babylonian captivity, to
Caesar

23 Age of Joshua when he died:

one hundred
24 “Before Abraham ]
| am” (John 8:58)

25 Son of Judah (Genesis 38)
28 “Believe not every i

(1 John 4:1)

31 “To meet the Lord in the

y

___"(1 Thessalonians 4:17)

32 Take advantage of

33 Gem in the fourth row of the

ephod

36 Son of Pashur (Ezra 10:22)

39 Consumed
40 Owns
42 Article

43 Country part of the British

Commonwealth, until 1961

(abbr.)
44 Sponsors
46 Linking verb
47 Conjunction

48 Fullness of this dwells bodily

in Jesus

Last week’s solution

Church of the Covered Dish Thom Tapp |
3 { THE COMPUTER SURE THIS BIBLE SOFT- TOO BAD IT ‘
HELPS ME PREPARE WARE MAKES CAN'T HELP YOU |
MY SERMONS A ALL MY RESEARCH WITH YOUR |

LOT BETTER! A SNAP! DELIVERY!

7 |8 [9 |10

51

53

.T;s

dREEE

50 Number one?
51 “Doth not even
itself teach you”
(1 Corinthians 11:14)

53 Son of Chislon (Numbers
34:21)

55 “A ram caught in a thicket by
his____ " (Genesis 22:13)

56 Jobab king of
(Joshua 11:1)

Down

1 Extinguish

2“What's ___?”

3 Suitable

4 Part of a castle
5 Maketh a mistake?
6 “Sow not among €

(Jeremiah 4:3)

7 “Bringest certain strange
things to our ____ " (Acts 17:
20)

8 Balaam’s beast

9 Abbreviation preceding AKC
winner _

10 Son of Meraioth (Nehemiah

12:15)
11 What a dog often does
13 “Nor eat grapes, or

dried” (Numbers 6:3)
16 Feminine name

22 Put an end to
24 “They that are unlearned and
unstable ___”
(2 Peter 3:16)
26 Insolent talk
27 Linking verb
29 King of Assyria (2 Kings 15)
30 0.T. book
33 Thessalonian Christian
(Acts 17)
34 Wife of Jerahmeel
(1 Chronicles 2:26)
35 Island Paul visited on his
way to Tyre (Acts 21)
36 “Will he _____thy riches?” ‘
(Job 36:19) ‘
37 One of the children of Anak
(Numbers 13:22)
38 His son was one of
Solomon’s twelve officers :
(1 Kings 4:10) |
41 Residue
44 Symbol of power
45 Father of Heber (Luke 3:35)
48 King Ahaziah was wounded
near here (2 Kings 9:27)
49 Accomplished
52 Preposition
54 Word in a command

© 1999 Barbour Publishing ‘
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LIFE OF SERVICE After
45 years together raising
two children, enjoying two
grandchildren and serving
God overseas in two
countries, J.P. Lipscomb
(right) said goodbye to
his wife Linda on Feb. 14.
(BP photo courtesy of
SBC International Mission
Board)

IMB worker in Asia dies from
injuries sustained in accident

Bangkok, Thailand (BP)—Linda Lip-
scomb, a Southern Baptist Interna-
tional Mission Board worker, died
Feb. 14 in Bangkok, Thailand, from
complications following a bus acci-
dent. She was 63.

The former nurse and her hus-
band, J.P., were spending their retire-
ment years serving God overseas.

Four weeks before her death, in
another part of Asia, Lipscomb stood
just inside the door of a bus, pre-
paring to step off. Without warn-
ing, the brakes released and the bus
rolled forward, throwing her to the
ground. The fall resulted in a broken
left femur and wrist.

Hours later in a clinic, the red-
faced bus driver hunched over in his
seat and squeezed his hands as he
and a bus company representative
waited to see her.

“He needs to lose his job,” the su-
pervisor told the Lipscombs. “How
much money does he need to pay?”

“Nothing. We forgive you,” the

| Lipscombs responded. “We forgive

you because God forgave us. Please
do not take his job away from him.”
Lipscomb was flown to Bangkok
the day after the accident. Through-
out the next four weeks, complica-
tions set in, her condition worsened
and she was placed on a ventilator.
“Linda knew she was dying,” her
husband recalled. “We never had
any respect for death. Death is giv-
en too much respect. ... The only way
you can get to heaven is to die.”
Linda accepted Christ as her Sav-
ior at age 13. Five years later, she met
J.P. at a drive-in. Four weeks later,

God had called Linda to missions
at age 16, but she did not go overseas
full time until decades later.

The Lipscombs were retired when
they responded to a call to serve
overseas. They first did medical work
in the Philippines, sharing food and
water with residents.

A fellow overseas worker had
been looking for a couple to take
on the challenge of evangelizing
an unreached city in Asia. The work-
er knew the search was over when
he discovered the Lipscombs, with
their straightforward evangelistic
presentation and their gray hair—
a symbol of age that commands re-
spect in Asia.

The Lipscombs responded enthu-
siastically to the prospect of being
“in a hard place.”

Being unable to speak the local
language did not inhibit the Lip-
scombs. They frequented local mar-
kets, businesses and homes. In their
southern drawl, the couple bridged
the cultural divide through their de-
pendence on God. Someone asked
JP. what language he and Linda
spoke. His answer was, “Love.”

Friends said it was fitting that
Linda died on Valentine’s Day. From
her eyes that showed how much she
cared to the effort she made to be-
friend local shopkeepers, she em-
bodied love.

“Her idea was not to sit on the
front porch,” a friend of Linda’s re-
called. “I think many in retirement
think, ‘Now it’s my time.’ I don’t
think it was about that for her. All
of her time would be His, to give it to

Campbellsville

UNIVERSITY
BAPTIST HERITAGE SERIES

INVITES EVERYONE TO COME AND HEAR
Pre-eminent Baptist Historian
Dr. William H. Brackney

-

Monday, March 3 at 7 p.m.

Ransdell Chapel Classroom

Dr. Brackney is a Dr. Millard R. Cherry Distinguished Professor
of Christian Theology and Ethics in the Acadia Divinity College at

Acadia University in Canada.

He is welcomed as part of Campbellsville University’s Baptist
Heritage Series whose mission is to promote the study, discussion,
and research of Baptist historical events, theological distinctive,
traditions and leaders that are unique and essential to understanding

who Baptists are.

For more details phone (270) 789-5520
1-800-264-6014 www.Campbellsville.edu

they were married.

His service. That is how she lived.”

We are different here at OBI

Oneida’s differences can be seen in
many ways, especially at meal time

Today I was reading some notes I made in prep-
aration for-one of my first board of trustees’ meet-
ings back in 1994. I was about to begin my first
year as president and we were short six teachers—
no small problem for a school administrator days
away from the first day of school.

In my notes, I expressed concern about being
able to find qualified teachers when
the base salary was only $4,500. I knew
my predecessor, Dr. Barkley Moore,
had done it for years, but I was no Dr.
Moore. In a letter I wrote to our trust-
ees a few weeks later, I told them I had
secured all but one of the six teachers I
needed. God does answer prayer and He
does provide.

The only reason I could secure the
services of those teachers back in 1994,
and can fill the positions we have today,
is not a large salary or a lot of amenities. The rea-
son we are able to attract the faculty and staff we
need is that we are different. When prospective
faculty and stafflearn about our ministry and dis-
cover that which makes us unique, they are usual-
ly eager to offer their time and talents.

At a student’s very first meal at Oneida, he will
quickly realize that he has likely never been at a
school which allows students to serve themselves.
Even when I was in school we did not serve our-
selves. There were always a half dozen or so kitch-
en staff members who put measured portions of
food on my tray. Not at Oneida. Here, everyone
serves himself. If you don’t want it, don’t take it.
If you want three of an item instead of two, then
take three. But whether you take two or three,
there is one rule: You cannot waste the food.

Twis 1s Oneipa

You can understand that it is a big temptation
for a student to fill his tray with a little—or a lot—
more than he can eat. For years, I have made it a
point to be in the dining room to be sure students
don’t waste food. I monitor the dining room dur-
ing breakfast on school days. It is one of the best
parts of my day. I enjoy having the opportunity to
tell the students, “Good morning,” when they en-
ter and, “Have a good day,” as they leave.

I purposely stand by the doors the students use
to return their trays to the dish room.
And every student knows it is not wise
to have a lot of food left on his tray.
When I see a student with more leftover
food than expected, I remind him to
take a little less next time. It takes time
at the beginning of each school year for
students to understand that wasting
food is just not acceptable. Those who
know me well know that I do not like

W derwood  waste of any kind.

This afternoon I received a call from
one of my 2006 graduates. Jessica was one of my
best students and a wonderful young lady. Many
Kentucky Baptists heard her give her testimo-
ny when she was a member of our school choir.
She is now attending a college in central Ken-
tucky. Just before we said our good-byes, she told
me that every day when she returns her food tray,
she thinks of all those times she heard me tell stu-
dents not to waste food. She thanked me for in-
stilling in her the importance of not wasting food
when so many go hungry every day.

Take all you want but eat what you take. It’s
just one of the ways we are a little different.

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org

_call. They know that’s the

The average Clear Creek student

After avoiding God’s call,
Pitchford begins training

People often are surprised when
I share with them that the average
age of our students here at Clear
Creek is 32 years old.

Many students who come to
Clear Creek say they have been run-
ning from the Lord’s call on their
lives for years. They final-
ly arrive at a point where
they get tired of running
and surrender to God’s

only way they are going to
really be at peace in their
lives.

New student Doug
Pitchford reminded me
again how that journey
plays out in the lives. of
many of our students.
Doug, his wife, Amy, and their 2-
year-old son, Will, are from Scotts-
ville. Doug is 33 and has just started
his first semester.

“I was saved when I was 12 years
old,” Doug said. “I have been in
church all my life. I was literally
raised in the church where I was

saved and have been serving there

until I came to Clear Creek.

“I know that God initially called
me to preach at age 14,” Doug con-
tinued. “I was working at a youth
retreat and God spoke to me and
said He wanted me to preach; I was
caught off guard by that.” During a

CLear CReek
CHRoNICLE

Donnie Fox

local revival, the guest preacher’s
message reinforced God’s call for
Doug to join the ministry.

“I actually began to think seri-
ously about coming to the college
a few years ago when I developed a
close relationship with a graduate
of Clear Creek who came to serve at
Scottsville Baptist Church, which is
near where I live. I got to know him
really well. It was like
Clear Creek came to me.

“The last few years
God has used me in dif
ferent ministry roles in
our church,” Doug not-
ed. “Igot laid off from my

job in January of 2007. I
. drew unemployment for
a while and took anoth-
er job but God kept bring-
ing Clear Creek into my
mind all the time.

“Amy and I finally decided that
we needed to put our house up for
sale a few months ago and follow
God’s call,” he said. “We sold it in
two weeks and here we are final-
ly at Clear Creek after all these
years.”

Please pray for all of our new
students as they make this transi-
tion in their lives.

Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek
Road, Pineville, KY 40977; toll-free:
(866) 340-3196; Web site: www.
cebbce.edu; e-mail: dfox@ccbbe.edu
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Jehovah’s Witnesses hecomes fastest-growing faith in U.S.

New York (RNS)—Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses are the fastest-growing
church body in the United States
and Canada, now with more than 1
million members, according to new
figures that track church member-
ship in the two countries.

Although Jehovah’s Witnesses
ranked 24th on the list of 25 larg-
est churches, they reported the larg-
est growth rate—2.25 percent—of all
churches. The badly divided Episco-
pal Church, meanwhile, reported
the largest drop, at 4.15 percent.

The 2008 Yearbook of Canadi-
an and American Churches, pro-
duced by the New York-based Na-
tional Council of Churches, record-

ed growth trends in 224 nation-
al church bodies, with a combined
membership of 147 million Ameri-
cans.

The yearbook is based on self-
reported membership figures for
2006, the most recent year avail-
able.

The Roman Catholic Church,
with 675 million members, re-
mains the largest U.S. church body,
with a 2006 increase of 0.87 per-

“cent. The second largest denomina-

tion, the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion (16.3 million) has more than
twice the number of members as

the United Methodist Church, the

third largest, which documented
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vem Baptist Theological Seminary
2825 Lexington Road / Louisville, Kentucky

FEATURED SPEAKERS

7.9 million U.S. members.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints, at 5.7 million U.S.
members (a 1.56 percent increase)
and the Church of God in Christ,
with a steady 5.5 million, round out
the top five.

Only the Jehovah’s Witnesses,
the Catholic Church, Southern Bap-
tists, Mormons, the Assemblies of
God (2.8 million) and the African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church
(1.4 million) reported increases; all
others either posted declines or flat
membership from 2005.

Historically, African-American
churches make up six of the 15 larg-
est churches, with a three-way tie

T. W. Hunt
Teacher; Writer;
Seminar Leader

Frank Page
Pastor;
Southern Baptist

Convention
President

DonWhitney

Author; Former

Pastor; SBTS
Associate Professor;
The Center for
Biblical Spirituality
President

...equipping believers to renew a personal

passion to pray and to assist leaders in
developing creative evangelistic prayer

strategies fo touch the world.

: Also Featuring
_REEIIS;;SI\TION FEE' PRAISE & WORSHIP LEADER
is only per person! Hiram Rollo

(includes materials and lunch) Minister of Vonsic & Wor ship, Walnut

Street Baptist Church, Louisville
FOR MORE INFORMATION
502-489-3530 / 866-489-3530 1ol free in KY
ministries@kybaptist.org

ter March 1, fee is $35 per participant.
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10:00 am - 2:30 pm

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, BOWLING GREEN
621 East 12th Avenue,
Bowling Green, KY 42101
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KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION &

Sponsored by the Kentucky Baptist Convention and The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.
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,FE““R'NG ED STETZEH, author of Comeback Churches,

director of LifeWay Research and LifeWay's missiologist in residence
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FOR MORE INFORMATION,

go to ww.kybaptist.org/comeback, call
502-489-3335 or 866-489-3335 (toll free in KY)
or e-mail churchdevelopment@kybaptist.org

$20 PER PERSON

(includes lunch and materials)
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for the No. 11 spot among the Na-
tional Missionary Baptist Conven-
tion of America, Progressive Nation-
al Baptist Convention Inc., and Af
rican Methodist Episcopal Church—
each reporting 2.5 million mem-
bers.

Several historically black church-
es, such as the 5 million-member
National Baptist Convention, USA,
Inc., have reported the same figures
for several years running. Eileen
Lindner, who produces the annual
report, explained that many black
denominations estimate the num-
ber of people in the pews.

“They aggregate the whole of
their members because many of
their congregations are dually af
filiated” with multiple denomina-
tions, Lindner noted. “The accuracy
doesn’t come from the count, but
from the year-to-year census or es-
timations.” )

The 2008 Yearbook also tracks
the time and resources spent by
churches on responding to health
care needs, and financial figures
that show an increase in per-capi-
ta financial giving by 65 denomina-
tions that reported figures. The re-
port showed an average increase of
$28.47 given per member over the
past year.

The Yearbook also reported a
decline in Canadian and African-
American seminary enrollment. Af-
rican-American enrollment in sem-
inaries has declined 6.75 percent,
but there has been an increase in
part-time enrollment in both the
U.S. and Canada.

NATIONAL NOTES |8

NCAA acts to aid pregnant athletes. The National Collegiate
Athletic Association has approved a rule to protect preg-
nant athletes from having to choose between giving birth to
their babies or having them aborted in order to keep their
scholarships. The NCAA board of directors endorsed a mea-
sure barring member schools from revoking scholarships
because of “pregnancy, depression, addiction, mononucle-
osis and eating disorders,” according to The Daily Aztec of
San Diego State University. The rule, however, only applies
in the year the female athlete becomes pregnant, making it
possible for her scholarship to be withdrawn the following
year, the newspaper reported. The board approved the rule
last month and it will take effect Aug. 1.

Group challenges city’s mission statement. An organiza-
tion that champions separation of church and state is urg-
ing a Michigan city to remove from its Web site a reference

- to city officials striving “to serve God.” The Freedom From
Religion Foundation, a 12,000-member organization based
in Madison, Wisc., sent a letter to Mayor Don VanDoeselaar
of Hudsonville, asking the city to remove the reference to
God from its mission statement. Foundation Co-President
Annie Laurie Gaylor said the group sent the letter after it
received a complaint from a Hudsonville resident, writing
that it “is not the business of a city in our secular republic
to ‘strive to serve God.”” The mayor said he was unaware of
other complaints about the mission statement, which was
approved in 1995.

University reaches investor fraud settlement. Charleston
Southern University in Charleston, S.C., has reached an
agreement with a court-appointed receiver to settle allega-
tions arising from its relationship with Al Parish, a former
economics professor at the university. Parish, who pleaded
guilty to defrauding hundreds of investors out of more than
$90 million, awaits sentencing in federal court. According
to the agreement filed Feb. 5, the South Carolina Baptist
Convention-affiliated university’s insurance company will
pay $3.75 million and the school will pay $160,000 to the
receivership. Charleston Southern also has agreed to waive
its claim to $8.4 million, which it had invested with Parish,
until other investors recover at least 18 percent of their in-
vestment.
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PRAYER

PARTNERS

Please pray for the
following Kentucky
Baptist missionaries
and ministries:

Mission Service Corps
Missionary Eileen
Mullins of Inez. Mullins
is the founder and
director of Haven

of Rest Ministries,
providing free food,
housing and spiritual
guidance for the
families of 1,600
penitentiary inmates
who visit the Big

Sandy prison. Pray for
carpenters, volunteer
laborers and funds to
complete the ministry’s
19-bedroom dormitory.
Pray that the Saturday
evening worship will
provide encouragement
and a clear presentation
of the gospel to
families.

Arms Around Families
Ministry of Emmanuel
Baptist Church in
Marion. Pastor Rob
Ison shares that this
Tuesday evening
ministry provides
several programs of
support and training
for families, including
Celebrate Recovery,
parenting courses and
‘the Every Body Cares
children’s program
designed to help
children of inmates
and addicts. Pray for
leaders and volunteers
as they prepare and
provide these ministry
opportunities. Pray
that participants will
find encouragement
and support, life
improvement skills and
new life in Jesus Christ.

If you would like
Kentucky Baptists to
join in praying for a
ministry of your church
or association, please
send the information to
Eric Allen at Eric.Allen
@kybaptist.org or call
(866) 489-3530.

mBENTON—Billy Hurt, a longtime
Kentucky Baptist pastor, died Feb.
17 at age 76. Hurt was pastor of First
Church of Calvert City, First Church
of Frankfort, Immanuel Church in
Paducah, First Church of Benton
and Scotts Grove Church in Murray
as well as churches in Tennessee and
Missouri. A trustee of the Universi-
ty of the Cumberlands, he also was
a former chaplain of the Kentucky
General Assembly. He is survived
by his wife, Scharlyene, three sons,
five granddaughters and four great-
grandchildren. Memorial gifts may
be made to the Billy G. Hurt Schol-
arship Fund at the University of the
Cumberlands.

®m CAMPBELLSVILLE—Morgan Patter-
son, former president of George-
town College, has been named schol-
arinrtesidence at Campbellsville
University. Patterson also has served
as professor of church history and
Baptist heritage at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary and academic
dean and senior professor of church
history at New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary..

Campbellsville University’s
school of theology will host a Wor-
ship Arts Conference Feb. 28-29,
highlighting the theme “Worship
and Justice.” Conference leaders in-
clude Eric Bryant of Mosaic in Los
Angeles; Marvin McMickle, professor

Mountains 1o THE MississiPpi

COMPILED BY STAFF

Spotlight on ...

Coxs Creek
S
;. o

Vine Hill Church will hold a lay-
led revival April 13-16, 7 p.m.

of homiletics at Ashland Theological
Seminary in Ashland, Ohio; and Na-
than Ivey of Sojourn Church in Lou-
isville. For more information, visit
www.campbellsville.edufwac08.
mLEXINGTON—Russell Cave Church
recently called Howard Beauman
as pastor. :

® LOUISVILLE—Hillview Church will
host its annual Tasting Party March

9, 12:30 p.m. The event is a fundrais- _

er for the Eliza Broadus Offering for
State Missions.

B MAYFIELD—South First Street
Church recently called Wayne Ram-
bo as assistant pastor. David Key is
pastor.

What’s going on?

Mail your happenings to
Mountains to the Mississippi at
Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253.
E-mail: wesrec@earthlink.net.

—i/ KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

February

28-March 1 Handbell Festival,
Paroquet Springs Conference
Center, Shepherdsville.

29-March 1 Creative Ministries
Festival, Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louisville.

29-March 1 Mission Service Corps
Basic Training, Baptist Building,
Louisville.

March

1 All-State Youth Choir/Orchestra
Auditions, Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louisville.

1 RA Congress Region 5, Mays Lick
Baptist Church. :

1 State Vacation Bible School
Clinic—East, Porter Memorial
Baptist Church, Lexington

4 Assimilation Tour, Rosebower
Baptist Church, Paducah.

5-19 College Blitz, Laurel Lake Baptist
Camp, Corbin.

7-8 Creative Ministries Festival, First
Baptist Church, Bowling Green.

7 Mission Service Corps Basic
Training, Baptist Building,
Louisville.

8 All-State Youth Choir/Orchestra
Auditions, First Baptist Church,
Bowling Green.

8 RA Congress Region 1, Bellview
Baptist Church, Paducah.

* 29 RA Congress Region 7, Elk Spring

8 RA Congress Region 3, First Baptist
Church, Mount Washington.

8 Regional Keyboard Festival, Beacon
Hill Baptist Church, Somerset;
First Baptist Church, Murray; First
Baptist Church, Shelbyville.

8 State Vacation Bible School
Clinic—West, Second Baptist
Church, Madisonville.

13-16 Adult Kentucky Changers,
Cedarmore Baptist Assembly,
Bagdad.

13 Assimilation Tour, Flemingsburg
Baptist Church.

15 Great Commission Prayer
Conference, Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louisville.

15 RA Congress Region 2, Hyland
Baptist Church, Henderson.

15 RA Congress Region 6, Boones
Creek Baptist Camp, Winchester.

22 RA Congress Region 4, Parkland
Baptist Church, Louisville.

22 RA Congress Region 8, Oakland
Avenue Baptist Church,
Catlettsburg.

25 Comeback Church Conference,
First Baptist Church, Bowling
Green.

28-29 Kentucky Woman’s Missionary

Union Annual Meeting, Parkway
Baptist Church, Bardstown.

Valley Baptist Church, Monticello.

For more information, call (800) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org

CrassiFiep Aps

SEEKING: Full-time church plant-
ing missionary for Brookhaven
Baptist Church (www.brookhaven
baptist.net) for a Nehemiah proj-
ect in the Brookhaven community
of Atlanta, Ga. Please e-mail resumé
to Pastor Don Presley at dpresleysr
@presleyenterprises.com.

SEEKING: Part-time youth pastor
for middle/high school program.
Applicants will help fulfill our mis-
sion statement: “Encountering
Christ through serving people,
changing hearts and lives.” Send re-
sumé by Feb. 29: Search Committee,
North Park Baptist Church, 5015 N
First Ave., Evansville, IN 47710; or to
rachelandjeff@msn.com.

SEEKING: Full-time associate pas-
tor for Oakland Baptist Church, Oak-
land, Ky. (near Bowling Green). Oak
land Baptist is a growing church that
is averaging nearly 350 people in at-
tendance each week. The associate
pastor will work alongside our lead
pastor in seeing that our people have
the opportunity to become fully de-
voted followers of Christ. The prima-
ry role of the associate pastor is to as-
sist in our discipleship ministry; this
includes overseeing our small-group
ministry, our Sunday morning Bible
study ministry and one-on-one disci-
pleship opportunities. The associate
also will take a lead role in connect-
ing our church members, as well as
new members, to our ministry. All ap-
plicants should have a genuine love
for the Lord and His church. Though
seminary is not required, it is recom-
mended. All interested applicants
should send resumés to Oakland
Baptist Church, Oakland, KY 42159,
Attn: Personnel Committee. To learn
more about Oakland Baptist Church,
visit www.oaklandbchurch.org.

SEEKING: Bivocational music/
youth minister for ‘Wingo Baptist
Church. Parsonage provided. Contact
Scott Solowey, soloweys@bellsouth.
net; or (270) 247-0405.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
youth and children. Prefer, but not
limited to, married couple. Search
Committee, Northside Baptist
Church, PO Box 129, Science Hill,
KY 42553.

SEEKING: A Spirit-led, highly moti-
vated individual for minister of mu-
sic at a growing Southern Baptist
church. Send resumé to First Baptist
Church, PO Box 327, Paris, KY 40362,
Attn: Music Committee.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
children. First Baptist Church, Galla-
tin, Tenn., seeks energetic individual
for new position directing our min-
istry to babies through fifth grade.
The ideal candidate will be creative,
have a passion for children and have
the ability to motivate others. Please
mail resumé to Children’s Minis-
ter Search Committee, PO Box 369,
Gallatin, TN 37066; or e-mail to greg
@firstbaptistchurch.com.

SEEKING: Full-time minister to chil-
dren and families for Broadway Bap-
tist Church of Louisville. For informa-
tion, go to www.broadwaybaptist.org
and click on “Position Available.”

SEEKING: Organist for First Baptist
Church, Paris, Tenn. Resumés now be-
ing accepted. The music and worship
ministry of FBC is blended|/eclectic,
ranging from Handel to Fanny Cros-
by to Stuart Townsend/Keith Getty.
The organ is a two-manual, 28-rank
Schantz. Please contact Scott Shep-
herd, minister of music and worship,
for job description or more informa-
tion: sshepherd@fbcparis.org; (731)
642-5074. Deadline: March 2.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for
Mount Tabor Baptist, an SBC church
in Paint Lick, Ky. (near Richmond).
Salary plus benefits. Send resu-
mé to L. Metcalf, 213 LeBeau Drive,
Nicholasville, KY 40356; or e-mail
1_metcalf@alltel.net.

SEEKING: Part-time youth minis-
ter for Panther Creek Baptist Church
in Owensboro, Ky. Please e-mail
resumé to pcbc@bellsouth.net by
March 1, 2008.

SEEKING: Minister of worship,
Green Castle Baptist Church, 4970
Murphy Lane, Louisville, KY 40241.
Seeking candidates with mature per-
sonal relationship with God, and the
ability to conceive, design, prepare,
direct and lead high-impact, inte-
grated worship services based on se-
lected themes, drawing from a broad
range of worship styles and arts, as-
sisting the pastor in planning wor-
ship services—responsible for selec-
tion and presentation of music, and
the supervision of the music depart-
ment and worship service staff. This
position reports to the pastor. For job
description and instruction, contact
Angela Overton at (502)2434040 or
gcbe@iglou.com.

SEEKING: Full-time director of
youth ministries for Gardenside Bap-
tist Church. For information, visit
www.gardensidebaptist.com.

SEEKING: Worship leader/minister
of music. Younger’s Creek Baptist
Church in Elizabethtown, Ky., is ac-
tively seeking a bivocational minis-
ter to lead worship and choir min-
istries. We are an excellent opportu-
nity for someone looking to minister
in a truly blended worship setting. If
interested, please send resumés to:
Search Team, 251 Younger’s Creek
Road, Elizabethtown, KY 42701.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music: Primary duties include lead-
ing choir and congregational sing-
ing, coordinating music program
and preparing seasonal cantatas. We
desire someone with a true passion
to lead worship. Please send resumé,
references and DVD (if available) to:
Music Committee, Springfield Bap-
tist Church, PO Box 286, Springfield,
KY 40069; or e-mail to springfieldbc
@bellsouth.net with “Minister of Mu-
sic” as subject.

SEEKING: Full-time youth minis-
ter. Seeking an enthusiastic individ-
ual with a heart for youth minis-
try to: Lead meaningful Bible study;
teach relevant topics during youth
meetings; plan and supervise age-
appropriate activities and events;
promote growth of our youth minis-
try within our church and commu-
nity; assist in pastoral duties in ab-
sence of pastor (i.e., vacations, con-
ferences, etc.). Requirements: college
degree and/or previous experience
in youth ministry preferred. Com-
pensation: negotiable. First Baptist
Church, 116 Eastview Drive, Central
City, KY 42330. (270) 754-2420. Con-
tact person: Dr. James (Jimmy) Brew-
er, brewerdmd@bellsouth.net.

SEEKING: Full-time worship pas-
tor gifted in leading contemporary
praise/worship style services in seek-
ersensitive environment. Signifi-
cant experienceleducation expect-
ed. Send resumé to Bellevue Baptist
Church, 519 W Byers Ave., Owens-
boro, KY 42303; fax: (270) 685-5134;
e-mail to gfaulls@bellnet.org.

SERVICES: Relocating? Let the pro-
fessionals at Apex & Robert E. Lee
take care of the move for you. Call
(800) 766-1902; or e-mail janet.jones
@apex-moving.net.
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Where was God amid chaos?

From tornadoes to school shootings, does
God protect some victims but not others?

By Brittani Hamm & Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

Jackson, Tenn. (RNS)—As Kristen
Fabrizio felt the vibrations of the tor-
nado that ripped across the campus
of Union University in Jackson, Tenn.
on Feb. 5, she clung to her friends,
who in turn, clung to their faith.

“You can definitely see God’s
hands if you look at our campus,”
noted Fabrizio, a history major at the
Tennessee Baptist-affiliated school.
“No one’s supposed to be alive.”

And yet many are. Those who
made it through the storm thank
God for protection. But what about
the dozens of people across the
South who died in the storms, who
were not so fortunate, or blessed?
Did God not protect them?

It is the kind of question often
raised after a disaster, man-made
or otherwise. Was God looking the
other way when 32 people died in a
shooting massacre last April at Vir-
ginia Tech University, or when the
seas swallowed more than 200,000
souls in the 2004 tsunami?

Put another way: Does God pro-
tect some, but not all?

At Union’s devastated campus
and across Tennessee, religious
scholars and students alike say such
a disaster raises more theological
questions than answers.

“Sometimes you just have these
weather events,” said Ron Lowery,
a United Methodist district superin-
‘tendent in central Tennessee. “And
nobody would wish that upon you,
and God would Himself not have

that come upon us.”

Lowery was dealt a double blow
after the tornado. Two days after the
storm, Michael Welch of Lafayette
United Methodist Church was help-
ing coordinate relief efforts when
his car was hit by a truck. Welch and
three family members died.

Which prompts another ques-
tion: Welch was protected from the
storm, but not the oncoming truck?
Lowery said he is not spending much
time trying to make sense out of the
senseless.

“You begin to see there are just cir-
cumstances that just come our way,”
he acknowledged: “These things just
happen, and it’s not by some divine
power that’s put upon you.”

For now, Union students say they
are focusing on gratitude, not ques-
tions, as they set out on the long
road toward recovery.

“We as humans will question why
this is happening and why we were
the target,” noted Brittany Hower-
ton, a senior public relations major
at the school. “Despite all of that, we
have to rest assured that God’s plan
is best. We are not called to under-
stand things. We are called to trust
Him.”

Harold Kushner, author of the
best-selling book “When Bad Things
Happen to Good People,” said he
does not believe the tornado was an
act of God—even though insurance
companies like to categorize natural
disasters as such.

“It was an act of nature,” he ex-
plained. “Nature is morally blind.

Nature can be beautiful but it has no
conscience. ... I find God not in the
tornado, but in the many respons-
es to the tornado, whether it’s the
courage to go on or the resilience to
put your life back together or the im-
pulse to help victims.”

Kushner, who lived through the
1989 San Francisco earthquake, add-
ed that he is inspired by the bibli-
cal story of the prophet Elijah, who
sought God in the wind, in the fire
and an earthquake, but ultimately
found God in a “still small voice.”

“When we ask ‘Why did God let
this happen?’, what I learned from
that ... is God responds not with an
explanation but with an agenda,”
Kushner said.

“In other words, what you do
about it is not make sense of it, but
do something to help.”

David Gushee, a professor of

Christian ethics at Mercer University
in Atlanta and a former professor at
Union, has a daughter who is a stu-
dent at the Tennessee school and is
thankful for her protection.

But he also thinks of the story
in the Gospel of John, in which Je-
sus’ disciples asked if a man was
born blind because of his sin or the
sins of his parents. Jesus responded
that “the works of God” would be re-
vealed in him.

“I think we almost always get in
trouble when we then attempt to
offer theological explanations of
what happened to that other per-
son,” Gushee explained. “I'd rath-
er not speculate on the why, as
much as when Christians and oth-
ers reach out to their neighbors and
feed them and rebuild their houses
...and do all the concrete things that
are needed; then God is present.”

Web site helps those struggling with self-destructive behaviors

By Morgan Jarema
Grand Rapids (Mich.) Press

Grand Rapids, Mich (RNS)—In spite
of depression and obsessive-compul-
sive disorder that have nagged her
since she was a teenager, 20-year-
old Krissee is determined to keep
the selfdestructive manifestations
of both conditions in check.

It has not been easy, said Krissee,
who asked that her last name not be
used. “To this day, I still want to do
it,” she admitted. °

“It” was pulling out her hair, a
strand at a time, until she was essen-
tially bald.

“It” also was selfinjury. She used
a razor blade or X-acto knife to slash
her forearms and legs.

Growing up near Grand Rapids,
Mich., Krissee remembers a happy
childhood, but one that was tinged
with feelings of low selfworth. As
the feelings persisted and her anxi-
ety grew, she pulled out her hair and
eventually started to cut herself as a
way to cope, she recalled.

“I had this amazing buildup of
stress, and this was a way to release
that, a physical way to cope,” she
said. “I couldn’t always hide what
I did, so I've got to believe I wanted
somebody to know I wasn’t OK.”

Her parents tried to find her help,
she said, and a “parade of every sort
of counseling, therapy and medica-
tion you can think of” brought some
good results. But it did not make her
invincible.

SURVIVOR Krissee (who asked that her
last name not be used) found solace in
the online ministry heartsupport.com af-
ter struggling with depression and obses-
sive-compulsive disorder. (RNS photo by
Katy Batdorff/Grand Rapids Press)

“Ineeded a safe place to talk,” she
declared.

Then a friend told her about
heartsupport.com and Krissee volun-
teered to be one of the first to share
her story with a new online commu-
nity whose organizers want to be a
source of hope and healing for those
who are hurting.

She posted a video testimony of
her experiences on the Web site,
and today serves as a live-chat mod-
erator.

“The main thing is, you’ve got to

talk about it,” Krissee noted. “When
I finally talked about it to the people
I'loved, that’s when the healing real-
ly started.”

Heartsupport.com is a new minis-
try for those with substance abuse or
selfinjury issues, eating disorders,
depression or suicidal thoughts.

The ministry was started last Oc-
tober by friends Jon Bell, 24 (whose
brother, Rob Bell, is the up-and-
coming pastor of Mars Hill Bible
Church in Grandville, Mich.); Web
designer Clint McManaman, 27;
and Craig Gross, 32, an ordained
minister and former youth pastor
perhaps best known as the found-

- er of the anti-pornography ministry

XXXchurch.com.

McManaman, a drummer for for-
mer Christian rock band Sub Seven,
said he had heard stories from fans
about their personal struggles while
on the road touring.

Eventually, the trio of friends de-
cided they wanted to do more.

Heartsupport.com includes fea-
tures such as live and e-mail support
with licensed counselors, chats and
message boards where people can
share their experiences, as well as
the opportunity for people to upload
their video stories.

The idea behind the Web site, as
described in Bell’s online bio, is sim-
ple: “Sometimes the most impor-
tant words for a person to say are
‘Me too.””

An addiction to pornography

was how McManaman connected
with Gross. For Bell, it was a strug-
gle with drugs and clinical depres-
sion that led to his involvement with
heartsupport.com.

“I realized I was depressed in sev-
enth grade,” Bell recalled.

Instead of seeking help, he said
he numbed his pain with drugs.

“I didn’t feel like I could let my
parents or siblings down, and I
didn’t feel like church was a safe
place to talk about what I was going
through,” Bell admitted.

“I think that’s common, the feel-
ing that people will think ‘What
do you mean, you’re not doing OK?
You’re in church.’ I think a lot of peo-
ple feel a need to have everything to-
gether.”

Admitting that he had a prob-
lem led Bell to treatment and coun-
seling, and allowed those closest to
him to pull him up and out of his
misery.

Had someone recommended an
online resource, he probably would
have used it, Bell noted.

“It’s a safer conversation to say
‘Go to heartsupport’ than ‘You
should see a counselor,’ even though
what they’re really saying is ‘You
should see a counselor,”” he added.

“We believe everybody’s story is
important, and that nobody should
struggle alone,” Bell noted. “People
who are struggling put up walls.
We’re trying to kick down as many
walls as possible.”

PROTECTED?

Students gather for prayer
and support at Union
University in Jackson,
Tenn., after a tornado

tore through campus on
Feb. 5. (RNS photo by
Morris Abernathy/Union
University)
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