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Online registration
underway for 2008
SBC annual meeting

Nashville (BP)—Churches now
can register messengers online for
this year’s Southern Baptist Conven-
tion annual meeting in Indianapolis
June 10-11.

For online registration, church-
es should go to the SBC Web site,
www.sbc.net, which opened the
2008 registration process March 1.

Online registration can help mes-
sengers avoid waiting in line at the
convention center while a registra-
tion worker types in several pieces of
information.

SBC’s Registration Secretary Jim
Wells said, “Each year we are see-
ing a more streamlined process for
churches using the online registra-
tion system.” !

Last year, more than 74 percent
of messengers to the annual meet-
ing in San Antonio, Texas, registered
online.

When signing up online, the SBC
Web site gives each church a “mes-
senger reference number” form to
be printed out and presented by
each messenger in exchange for a
name tag and a set of ballots.

Online registration ends at mid-
night, June 7, after which registra-
tion must be completed at the regis-
tration desk beginning June 8.

Names can be added, edited. and
deleted on the Web site up to June
7. Each messenger must present the
printed form that contains the mes-
senger’s reference number—given
on the Web site—at the registration
booth in order to receive materials.

m Above: A group from Woodland Baptist Church in Fisherville
forms a pyramid during their performance at the Kentucky
Baptist Convention’s recent Creative Ministries Festival at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville. = Right:
Chagy the Clown entertains the crowd by spinning a plate on a
stick. Chagy was one of more than 40 performers and teachers
featured at this year’s event Feb. 29-March 1. The second event
in Bowling Green was canceled because of snow. Nearly 1,100
students and adults attended the Louisville festival designed to
equip church groups with ideas to improve or begin creative
ministries. “It's a way for these kids to preach or express
themselves where they don’t have to ... speak,” said Tom Smoot,
- director of KBC's creative ministries department. (Photos by
Mandi Buckner) Story and more photos on page 3.

.

Sunrise Children’s Services defends policies amid accusations

Gay couple alleges
discrimination over
denial of adoption

By Drew Nichter
News Director

Louisville—Sunrise Children’s Ser-
vices has found itself again the tar-
get of accusations of discrimina-
tion concerning the issue of homo-
sexuality.

In an article published in the Lou-
isville Courier-Journal March 3, a ho-
mosexual male couple contends that
they were unexpectedly rejected last
month from an adoption program
conducted by the Kentucky Baptist
agency. According to the newspaper,
the pair claims they had been ac-
cepted as prospective adoptive par-
ents; had attended two of the five
required training classes; and had
even passed an in-home visit per-
formed by a Sunrise employee.

The two men maintained that
they were up front about their living
arrangement and that the agency
knew about it from the beginning.

“There were a lot of inconsisten-
cies” in the CourierJournal’s. arti-

cle, said Bill Smithwick, president of
Sunrise Children’s Services, who cat-
egorically denied many of the state-
ments made by the couple in the ar-
ticle. “They were never approved by
us. That is for certain.”

According to Smithwick and Kar-
en Taylor, vice president for mar-
keting and advancement, in Janu-
ary, only one of the men applied to
Sunrise and initially did not disclose
his living arrangement. In addition,
Smithwick pointed out that the two
men said they wanted to adopt a
specific child who already was in
the care of a Sunrise-approved fos-
ter family but was an unlikely can-
didate for adoption. Smithwick add-
ed that adoption was not an option
for the men, because the agency re-
quires would-be adoptive parents to
first become foster parents.

When Sunrise realized that the
pair was unmarried and living to-
gether, Taylor confirmed that they
were rejected on the basis of the
agency’s policy that does not allow
couples—heterosexual or homosex-
ual-who cohabitate to become fos-
ter parents, adopt or to work for the
agency.

Sunrise “made a letter available

to (one of the men) stating that our
reason for not approving them was
the cohabitation issue,” Smithwick
said. “We tried to keep the homosex-
uality issue ... out of this.”

That’s because in 1998, former
employee Alicia Pedreira was fired
from the agency—then known as
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil-
dren—after it was discovered that
she was gay, a violation of the orga-
nization’s employment policy.

The agency was forced to defend
itself—as a faith-based entity operat-
ing with state funding—against Pe-
dreira’s charges of discrimination.
A judge denied the former employ-
ee’s claim, but permitted a sepa-
rate claim to proceed arguing that
Sunrise’s state funding is unconsti-
tutional—a case that remains in lit-
igation.

So why not inform the men that
they were denied because they are in
a homosexual relationship?

“We've just tried to get around
this without all of this fire because it
gets very intense on us,” Smithwick
said. “Obviously, homosexuals aren’t

going to be able to be married and

are not, therefore, going to be able
to be approved.

“But we do not employ homosex-
uals and, no, we would not approve
homosexual individuals” as foster or
adoptive parents, he emphasized.
“We've made a tremendous stand on
it. We will still make a stand on it.”

Smithwick also indicated that
in rejecting the couple’s applica-
tion, Sunrise Children’s Services did
not violated any state laws or regu-
lations.

According to a statement from
Anya Armes Weber, a spokesper-
son with the Kentucky Cabinet for
Health and Family Services, the com-
monwealth “sets minimum stan-
dards for private child care agen-
cies.” With more than 50 agencies
that have contracts with the state,
she added, “These agencies may set
reasonable, higher standards be-
yond the department’s minimum
requirements.”

Smithwick even pointed to a pro-
vision in the state’s contract with
Sunrise Children’s Services “that we
meet the spiritual needs of the chil-
dren; we just can’t be coersive with
it,” he said.

Kentucky allows homosexual in-
dividuals or couples to adopt chil-
;"L See Sunrise Children’s ... Page 3
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Stewardship emphasis well timed for today’s culture

By Erin Roach
Baptist Press

Nashville (BP)—The Southern Bap-
tist Convention’s renewed steward-
ship emphasis, “It’s a New Day,”
seems to be well-timed for the cul-
ture, with it gaining momentum
just as the nation’s economy is slow-
ing, one SBC official observed.

“When you look at the econo-
my around us—the sagging real es-
tate market, ... the mortgage compa-
nies that are failing and having to be
bailed out, ... the cutting of interest
rates—all of this is an attempt to bol-
ster a sagging economy that frankly
is laboring under debt,” noted Ash-
ley Clayton, associate vice president
for stewardship with the SBC Execu-
tive Committee. “Debt is what’s driv-
ingit.”

The It’s a New Day initiative was
started, he said, “to address person-
al finances, helping people get out of
debt. And what we’re finding is the
timing for this initiative seems to be
right because people are very aware
of the problem in their own lives
and in the lives of people around
them.”

People are in more debt than ever
and the unfortunate truth, he add-
ed, is that the conditions inside the
church are no different than they

are outside the church.

BAPTIST DIGEST

Montana convention names new director. Fred Hewett is
the new executive director of the Montana Southern Bap-
tist Convention. Coming from the Southern Baptist North
American Mission Board where he served as a church plant-
ing coordinator for nearly four years, Hewett brings with
him a background in starting and strengthening churches.
“We are excited about having Fred here and look forward to
what he brings to Montana and the ministries we want to
see grow here,” said William Johnson, convention vice pres-
ident and member of the executive board search commit-
tee. Hewett, a Florida native, previously led Morningside
Baptist Church in urban Atlanta and started Church in the
Farms in West Palm Beach, Fla.

Carson-Newman provost named exec of IABCU. Board
members of the International Association of Baptist Col-
leges and Universities recently elected Michael Arrington,
provost of Carson-Newman College in Jefferson City, Tenn.,
as executive director of the association. Arrington succeeds
Thomas Corts, who was tapped last year to coordinate all
education initiatives for the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development. Arrington, who assumed the JABCU
post March 1, will retire at the close of the academic year at
Carson-Newman after seven years at the Southern Baptist
school. IABCU is owned and operated by its 51-member Bap-
tistrelated higher education institutions.

Baptists Today to honor founding editor. Walker Knight,
founding editor of Baptists Today, will be honored April 3
as part of the independent news journal’s 25th anniversa-
ry celebration. Knight launched the national publication,
first known as SBC Today, in 1983, shortly after he left the
editorship of the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board’s
magazine, Home Missions. He finished his tenure as editor
in 1988 and later returned as interim editor in 1997. The
April 3 award celebration will be held in Atlanta. Daniel Ves-
tal, executive coordinator of the Cooperative Baptist Fellow-
ship, will speak at the event. i

News anchor becomes full-time pastor. After 12 years at
WCNCTV in Charlotte, N.C,, Chris Justice is leaving his post
as evening news anchor to serve as full-time pastor of Lee
Park Baptist Church in Monroe, N.C., a Southern Baptist
congregation he helped grow from 50, to more than 500
people while serving as the church’s part-time pastor for
two years. “The demands of the church brought on by the
miraculous growth at Lee Park require that I transition out
of television and into full-time ministry,” Justice said in a
statement released by the television station.

According to Clayton, last year’s

SBC annual meeting in San Anto-
nio was like “day one” for It’s a New
Day, because that is when it started
gaining momentum as pastors and
churches became aware of the re-
newed stewardship emphasis.

“From that point forward, we
began to see a lot of traction from
churches across the convention,” he
said. “As a matter of fact, we believe
that there are close to 1,000 church-
es who have implemented It’s a New
Day resources.”

Church resources

In most of the congregations,
pastors have utilized the four-week
stewardship messages prepared for
them by Crown Financial Ministries,
a partner with the Executive Com-
mittee for the initiative.

A good number of churches, Clay-
ton noted, now are implementing
the 10-week small group studies that
Crown offers. Also, pastors are at-
tending one-day financial freedom
conferences which are proving to
be more successful than the two-day
regional conferences that required
pastors to give more of their time,
he added.

At the one-day conferences, pas-
tors and church staff are introduced
to the Crown budgeting system and
led through a workbook to learn
how to establish a personal budget

and get out of debt. An upcoming
seminar is scheduled for March 27
in Indianapolis.

“The result of this is we’re seeing
pastors engaging in a personal jour-
ney of financial freedom for them-
selves and we see these pastors then
going back to their churches to be
a catalyst for change,” Clayton said.
“We feel like we’ve hit on a way to en-
gage our pastors, as many as we can,
across the convention.”

The stewardship emphasis also
has the potential to be an effective
evangelism strategy, Clayton add-
ed. More than 17,000 professions of
faith were recorded among North
American participants of the 10-
week small group studies. Clay-
ton said he expects a similar ben-
efit to the Kingdom as Southern
Baptists invite their communities
to study God’s Word with them, us-
ing the topic of financial freedom as
a springboard.

Helping the next generation

The stewardship office has also
consulted with Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Fort
Worth, Texas, about involving stu-
dents in a personal journey of finan-
cial freedom.

“Ultimately we intend to go to all
six seminary campuses and try to get
our young leaders to avoid the mis-

takes of so many of our pastors, so
they don’t find themselves in debt,”
Clayton noted. “We’re trying to en-
gage early on to get our young semi-
nary students to implement good fi-
nancial practices in their own fam-
ilies.

“What we’re discovering is we’re
graduating seminary students with
alarge amount of student loan debt,
credit card debt and frankly, not pre-
pared to be financially free as they
become pastors and church leaders,”
he added. “We’re trying to get ahead
of the game instead of coming in on
the back end and trying to help peo-
ple who've already found themselves
in trouble.”

SBC’s Executive Committee is
also continuing its partnership with
PhilanthroCorp, the Colorado-based
planned giving specialists, to equip
churches with tools for guiding
church members in Christian estate
planning. Clayton noted at least four
state Baptist foundations—including
Kentucky Baptist Foundation—have
partnered directly with Philanthro-
Corp to assist in planned giving.

Quoting LifeWay Christian Re-
sources Director Ed Stetzer, Clayton
said “doing a financial emphasis in
your church might be the best cul-
tural bridge. ... You hang out a sign
that says, ‘Get out of debt here,” and
people will line up.”

Judge rules in favor of former Mo. Baptist entity

Jefferson City, Mo. (ABP)—Winder-
mere Baptist Conference Center, a
former agency of the Missouri Bap-
tist Convention, acted legally when
it changed its articles of incorpora-
tion, a judge ruled March 4.

The ruling was the latest action
in a lawsuit filed by the MBC against
five formerly related entities—Win-
dermere; the Baptist Home retire-
ment-home system; the Missouri
Baptist Foundation; Missouri Bap-
tist University; and the newspaper
Word & Way—more than five years
ago.

The convention plans to appeal,
lead attorney Michael Whitehead
said in an article on the website of
the convention’s in-house newspa-
per, The Pathway.

“We are very thankful for Judge
(Robert) Callahan’s decision,” Win-
dermere President Dan Bench an-
nounced. “After carefully consider-
ing the merits of the case, the judge
made the decision we have always
believed was right. We look forward
to putting this unhappy event be-
hind us and to have all the Baptists
of Missouri rejoicing and serving to-

gether.”

The convention first filed suit in
August 2002, in an effort to force
the five institutions to rescind
changes they had made in their cor-
porate charters. The Baptist Home
changed its articles of incorpora-
tion in 2000 to elect its own trust-
ees. The other four agencies took
similar actions in 2001.

Ruling details

The March 4 ruling centered
on two aspects of the convention’s
argument: corporate membership
and a contractual relationship with
Windermere. The judge ruled that
the Missouri convention is not a
member of Windermere’s corpora-
tion and that no contract exists be-
tween the two entities.

Until August 2000, the conven-
tion had governed Windermere
through its executive board. Mes-
sengers to the 1999 MBC annual
meeting approved a reorganization
plan that included incorporation
of Windermere and Word & Way
as separate entities. Windermere’s
charter, drawn up in 2000, noted

the new corporation would have no
members.

Judge Callahan also dismissed
the idea that Windermere’s arti-
cles of incorporation and the MBC’s
governing documents—its constitu-
tion and bylaws, its business and
financial plan, and the executive
board’s articles of incorporation
and bylaws—created a contract be-
tween the two entities. The charter,
he said, constitutes a contract only
between the center and the State of
Missouri.

The judge denied the conven-
tion’s request for a permanent in-
junction against Windermere
which would have banned the cen-
ter from any construction work,
from borrowing funds or from sell-
ing or encumbering its assets.

The court has 30 days to make
any changes to the order or to with-
draw it. The convention will have an
additional 10 days in which to file
an appeal.

The Windermere case does not
directly affect the other four insti-
tutions because each are listed as
individual defendants.

Hawkins underscores GuideStone’s role as servant

Dallas (BP)—GuideStone Financial
Resources President O.S. Hawkins
highlighted the Southern Baptist en-
tity’s servant role in his remarks dur-
ing a meeting of GuideStone’s trust-
ees in Dallas last month.

“In all we do, our attitude should
be that of a servant. That attitude
should be reflected in our actions
and expressed through our lives and
through our lips,” Hawkins said in
remarks drawn from 1 Kings 12:7.

Hawkins also noted that relief
ministry to retirees in need has been
a key servant ministry during the 90-
year history of GuideStone (formerly

known as the Annuity Board).

“We are now re-branding our fi-
nancial assistance ministry,” Haw-
kins told trustees. “The new name,
Mission:Dignity, declares that we
are on a mission to bring digni-
ty to those who have given faithful
years of service to Southern Baptist
work and have significant financial
need.”

Last year, GuideStone’s trustees
broadened the relief ministry by ad-
Justing the qualifying income guide-
lines and doubling the financial
assistance amounts for retired min-

isters, or their widows, who. have
j oG e Ce LT & f

long years of service and the greatest
financial need.

In other business, GuideStone’s
Chief Operating Officer John Jones
updated trustees on the agency’s
program areas and also previewed
strategic initiatives for 2008.

“In a year of significant finan-
cial markets volatility, GuideStone
Funds continued to perform very
well compared to mutual fund
peers,” Jones said.

He also informed trustees that
retirement contributions and roll-
overs “topped $500 million for the
first time in GuideStone’s history.”

.S
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‘Creative ministries event all about showmg the gospel |

Louisville—Bringing with them a
desire to learn imaginative ways to
“show the gospel,” nearly 1,100 stu-
dents and adults gathered at the re-
cent Creative Ministries Festival in
Louisville.

According to Tom Smoot, direc-
tor of the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion’s creative ministries depart-
ment, the festival has become so
large that it entails hosting two con-
secutive weekend events to accom-
modate the demand. The first fes-
tival was held at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville,
Feb. 29-March 1, while last week’s
winter storm forced the cancella-
tion of the second event in Bowl-
ing Green.

“Creative ministries has become
an excellent tool for churches to in-
volve young people,” said Smoot,
who has coordinated the annual
event for nearly 20 years. It “shows
the gospel rather than just tells the
gospel.”

Participants at this year’s Louis-
ville festival had the opportunity to
attend as many as 60 different work-
shops in a variety of creative minis-
try-related areas, ranging from dra-
ma and clowning to video editing.

Some of this year’s featured “fac-
ulty,” as Smoot refers to them, in-
cluded Chagy the Clown; Jeff Smith,
director of Salt and Light Ministries
in Bluefield, Va.; and balloon artist
Terry Kelley.

David Buckner, who has partici-
pated in creative ministries for near-
ly 20 years, taught workshops on
how to lip sync, how to use sidewalk
chalk as a ministry tool and a course

called “What Would Jesus Eat,” ex-
ploring the connection between
ministry and a healthy lifestyle.

He said that he tells visitors to
his workshops that Christians have
a responsibility, once they have a
group’s attention, to create a minis-
try opportunity.

“For that moment you have thelr
attention, do something eternal
with that moment,” Buckner noted.

In addition to the variety of
learning opportunities for partici-
pants, dozens of church groups use
the festivals as a way to showcase
their creative ministry routines.

Smoot noted that more than 20
church groups performed at the
festival as a way to receive “con-
structive criticism” from the facul-
ty about their routines, as well as to
provide performance ideas to other
groups in attendance. He added that
each year, the routines continue to
improve dramatically.

“They keep getting better, they
keep getting more creative ... and
they love to do it,” Smoot said.

After a surge in attendance at
the festivals during the early part of
the decade, Smoot pointed out that
turnout has fallen off slightly in re-
cent years. This year, the 2,000 reg-
istered participants was down from
a high of 2,500 “just a couple years
ago,” Smoot noted, adding that
the decline is not necessarily a bad
thing.

This year’s actual attendance
was down dramatically due to the
cancellation of the second festi-
val, which was to be held in Bowl-
ing Green.

GET CREATIVE Scenes from this year’s
Creative Ministries Festival, Feb. 29-
March 1, at Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Louisville. m Above: A
fowering depiction of Noah’s Ark made
entirely of balloons served as the back-
drop for the event. The sculpture, cre-
ated by Terry “The Balloon Man” Kelley,
even featured Noah and his wife, as well
as pair of monkeys, giraffes, birds and
bears. The sculpture required more than
800 balloons and nearly 13 hours to
create. mRight top: Creative ministries
specialist David Buckner performs a lip
sync with a willing participant from the
audience. m Right bottom: A workshop
participant learns the proper technique
for maneuvering a puppet. According
to Tom Smoot, KBC's creative ministries
director, puppet ministry is an effective
way for students who do not want to
speak in front of others still to minister
to them. m Left: A group from South Fork
Baptist Church in Hodgenville creates a
cross made of hands during an inter-
pretive movement performance at the
festival. More than 20 groups presented
routines of all kinds at the event in Louis-
ville. Dozens of churches from Kentucky
and several other states brought teams
of students and adults to the this year’s
festival, which Smoot estimated is the
largest of its kind within the Southern
Baptist Convention. (Photos by Mandi
Buckner)

Sunrise chlldren s Services faces new claims of discrimination |

Continued from page 1

dren and be foster parents. Smith-
wick pointed out that there are just
as many agencies that will permit
homosexuals to adopt as there are
that restrict the practice.

However, a state legislator “‘was
quoted in the Courier-Journal arti-
cle as saying that Sunrise and oth-
er agencies that have similar re-
strictive policies should have their
state funding reviewed and poten-
tially revoked.

“They shouldn’t discriminate
against us,” Smithwick replied.
“There should be the same toler-
ance for us who have a different
set of values that drive our mission,
policies and procedures.

“I don’t think there should
be that sort of intolerance of the
Judeo-Christian ethic in ministries
like ours whose mission it is to
serve these kids from a faith-based
perspective,” he added.

Smithwick estimated that at

least 65 pércént of thé agency’s”

$23 million yearly budget is provid-
ed by state funds in the form of re-
imbursements. That calculates to
nearly $15 million from the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky on which
Sunrise depends.

“Back in 2000, we had a real
showdown with the state about
whether or not they would contract
with us,” he recalled. “We don’t
want to get to that point again.”

“Should the state do something
so horribly dramatic as to pull
funding from faith-based agen-
cies,” Taylor explained, “the bur-
den would fall on the children be-
cause there would be no place for
them to go.”

Last year, Sunrise served about
2,000 children through its residen-
tial treatment and foster care pro-
grams. On any given day, Smith-
wick estimated, the agency attends
to as many as 450 children.

“Without that state funding,
we’d probably serve 50 kids” daily,

“he predicted, describing the part-

nership between Sunrise and the
state of Kentucky as one that has
benefited both entities. “It has not
prohibited us from meeting the
spiritual needs of the children and
there’s nothing that prohibits us
from doing that.”

With this latest round of accu-
sations, as well the ongoing battle
with the American Civil Liberties
Union in U.S. District Court, Smith-
wick said the agency continues “to
stand firm against fierce opposi-
tion. I think Baptists in Kentucky
need to realize this is a big deal.

“We’re about serving the Lord
and serving kids,” he added. “We
stand for what Kentucky Baptists
and, I think, most Kentuckians ...
agree: That what we do is what we
think is best for kids. It’s biblical-
ly-based, but it also is what’s best
for kids.

“It’s a difficult situation, but

we’ve been here before and we're
going to continue to do what we
" think'is right.” 2

Christian foster parents rejected

London (RNS)—A British couple, who have been foster
parents to 18 children over 12 years, have been barred
from future service because they refuse to tell children
as young as 10 years old, that homosexuality is an accept-
able lifestyle.

John and Eunice Johns clalmed that to affirm homosex-
uality would go against their Christian beliefs, which they
would not compromise.

Fostering children is tightly controlled in Britain and
the couple’s local government council in Derby, England,
insists that the couple must abide by the rules.

City officials cited a British law that took effect in April
2007 making it illegal for those providing a public service
to discriminate against anyone because of their sexuality.

Eunice Johns said she advised the council that “as I
am a Christian, I don’t believe in homosexuality.” Her
husband added that he could not “understand why sex-
uality is an issue when we are talking about boys and glrls
under the age of 10.”

Derby council member Sara Bolton described the cou-
ple’s situation as “an unfortunate one,” but insisted,
“These laws are in place for the good of the children in
our care.”
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Lessons learned from the heart of God

By Jerry Pounds

New Orleans (BP)—There is a mus-
cle that beats about 100,000 times
a day, pumping about five quarts
of blood each minute and approxi-

more use in the heat of battle than
an ill-strung bow.”

Is your heart, as a Christian cou-
ple, “fixed in its purpose”? What are
the guiding principles of your mar-

mately 2,000 gallons of riage? Do these princi-
blood throughout your EHI\Y[\/{3RV\;:\ @ ples “hang loose” and

body. The path taken,

your system of blood vessels which
includes arteries, veins, and capillar-
ies, is more than 60,000 miles long.
That’s long enough to go around
the world more than twice. In an
adult, this muscle is the size of two
clenched fists.

For couples whose hearts are
not cemented by God’s covenant of
grace, these clenched fists serve as a
reminder of the constant, unbend-
ing posture of combative behavior
rather than of two hearts divinely
joined together in mutual love and
support.

Weighing in at 10 ounces, the
heart is the universal symbol of love.
From golden heart- shaped earrings,
to chocolate hearts, to various sizes
of heart tattoos, the heart conveys a
common experience. Or:does it?

At one time or another, most peo-
ple will be struck by love and experi-
ence a skipping beat of the heart or
even a flutter. Life comes to a stop
and nothing else matters. Some cou-
ples will cry to the tune of an “achy
breaky heart” (whatever that means).
Some will face an unforeseen heart-
ache and even a broken heart when
a so-called “good” marriage turns
bad. Again, life comes to a stop. Still
others will encounter and enjoy the
blessings of the love God so wonder-
fully designed for a man and a wom-
an. The two then become one. Not
good math, but amazing theology.

William Gurnall, in his Puritan
classic, “The Christian in Complete
Armour, Volume 1,” writes, “Head
knowledge of the things of Christ
is not enough; this following Christ
is primarily a matter of the heart.
If your heart is not fixed in its pur-
pose, your principles, as good as they
may be, will hang loose and be of no

not provide the neces-
sary help in difficult timés? When
two hearts are joined together to
beat as one, then life’s greatest les-
sons can be learned. Consider these
lessons and principles, coming from
the very H-E-A-R-T of God.

H-Honor the Lord through your
marriage. The greatest testimony
you can offer your children is for
them to see and hear about the work-
ings of God in and through your
marriage (Psalm 78:1-7). The great-
est testimony you can give a disease-
filled world is evidence that Jesus
makes a difference in and through
your marriage. Be the salt and light
to a tasteless and dark world. We ex-
ist on this earth to bring glory to our
Father. You exist, as a Christian cou-
Ple, to do the same.

E-Encourage one another in
unconditional love. Husbands, do
you know that your first priority in
disciple-making is to disciple your
spouse? Wives, do you know that
your first priority as an encourag-
er and booster is to support your
spouse? “Building up of the body in
love” (Ephesians 4:16) cannot take
place in the church when Christian
couples are working at tearing each
other down outside the church. Find
ways to verbally and behaviorally
build up your spouse.

A-Ask for and give forgiveness.
Perhaps every week—if not every
day—you will have opportunities to
ask for forgiveness, or forgive your
spouse for something said or done.
Be quick to do both. God does for us
what we cannot do for ourselves (1
John 1:9). As God forgives us when
we ask Him for forgiveness, would
He not expect us to do the same with
our spouse? What a beautiful exam-
ple we have for each other. Do not

allow the pride of the heart to rob
you of intimate moments of asking
for and offering forgiveness with
your spouse.

R-Realign your priorities daily.
We all do what we think—or feel—
is important for us to do. Outside
of your relationship with the Lord,
your spouse holds the second spot of
importance and significance in your
heart. What changes do you need to
make today to reflect this priority?
Mark Twain once said, “One learns
about people through the heart, not
the eyes or the intellect.” What is
your spouse learning about you and
your priorities? What are you teach-
ing your spouse by what you are
doing each day?

T-Train your children to know
and love the heart of God. Concern-
ing our spiritual parental responsi-
bilities, Deuteronomy 4:9 compels
and commands us to “teach (the
statues of the law) to your children
and your grandchildren.” We are to
nurture our children in the faith.
You are your child’s greatest spiritu-
al mentor. Don’t be alarmed, but be
warned. No greater urgency exists
today in the home. No greater train-
ing will draw your children into the
heart of God. The church has the re-
sponsibility to equip parents for this
fundamental and essential task.

Cleland McAfee experienced first-
hand a lesson from God’s heart.
When diphtheria claimed the lives
of his two beloved nieces, he penned
a song to comfort his soul and the
hearts of his suffering family mem-
bers. We, too, as couples are now re-
minded to find comfort and strength
in this one place:

“There is a place of quiet rest,

Near to the heart of God.

A place where sin cannot molest,

Near to the heart of God.

O Jesus, blest Redeemer,

Sent from the heart of God,

Hold us who wait before thee

Near to the heart of God.”

H-E-A-R-T: Herein begins the les-
sons learned from the heart of God.
Jerry Pounds is professor of discipleship at
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary

Mayfield church takes care of its pastor

My wife, Kay, and I recently had
the opportunity to worship with the
members of First Baptist Church of
Mayfield. The church certainly is
strong and growing.

The church’s Sunday
School enrollment of 977
has a strong representation
among children, youth,
young adults and adults.
The largest enrollment
group is of people ages 35-
54 (231 members).

Each year, the church
has averaged 24 baptisms
and 34 other additions.
During the last year, 389
church members participated in
mission projects.

The youth ministry is vibrant un-
der the leadership of Jeff Keith. On
the Sunday I attended, youth filled
the first five pews during worship.
The music ministry—led by Dean
Brown—and missions organizations
are also excellent.

First Baptist, Mayfield, also sup-
ports a Hispanic ministry and a new
believer was presented for baptism
the Sunday we were there.

The congregation is also strong in
giving and support of missions offer-

PARTNERS IN
THE Mission

Bill Mackey

ings. The church has exceeded $2.8
million in gifts to missions through
the Cooperative Program since 1928.
It has also grown in undesignated re-
ceipts by 67 percent over
the past 10 years, even as
it purchased property and
constructed new - facili-
ties. It even contributed
$51,253 for international
missions through the Lot-
tie Moon Christmas Offer-
ing last year.

Pastor Bob Swift recent-
ly announced his retire-
ment. Swift has served on
the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention Mission Board and as trustee
of Georgetown College and Golden
Gate Baptist Seminary in San Fran-
cisco. In appreciation for his out-
standing leadership, the church was
very gracious in making the early
retirement possible.

I praise God for churches that are
willing to move forward in provid-
ing an appropriate salary and nec-
essary benefits for the pastor and
church staff members.

Based on conversations I've had
with directors of missions, pastors
and Don Spencer, director of KBC’s

church financial benefits depart-
ment, it is obvious that too many
churches lag behind in providing
appropriate salary and benefits.

Sometimes a salary looks ade-
quate at first, but when expenses
for travel, telephone, books, confer-
ences, health and retirement ben-
efits, Social Security taxes, etc., are
taken into account, the real salary
is often about 40 percent of the list-
ed amount.

Churches also need to provide ad-
equately for a minister’s retirement.
Unless churches put 10 percent of
the compensation into a plan, the
minister is likely to have income be-
low the poverty level at retirement.

The KBC maintains a partnership
with GuideStone Financial Resourc-
es and churches to provide disabili-
ty and term life protection for pas-
tors and staff who participate in the
Church Retirement Plan. To learn
more about this wonderful benefit
provided by church CP gifts, call Don
Spencer at (502) 489-3521, or toll free
in Kentucky at (866) 489-3521.

Please pray for all who serve faith-
fully, not for compensation, but for
the glory of God and the growth of
His church.

Bill Mackey is executive director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention
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Spending less cash
is often better than
making more cash

By Jeremy White

When most people consid-
er improving their cash flow,
they think of
increasing their
income. You
could work ex-
tra hours, take
on another job,
start a side busi-
ness or move
to a better-paying job. Keep in
mind, however, the effect of tax-
es on that additional income.

To end up with an extra
$100 net effect upon your fam-
ily’s cash flow, you would have
to earn anywhere from $120 to
$150 before taxes. Another way
to improve your cash flow is to
reduce spending, which pro-
vides a more tax-efficient way
to help your family. If you spend
$100 less, then your family has
$100 more.

Compared to having to work
to earn money that will be taxed
before it reaches your wallet, re-
ducing spending sounds easier.
The following are a few simple
money-saving ideas to spur you
into some creative thinking on
how you can save money in your
own situation.

Libraries. Rather than buy
books or rent the latest mov-
ie, become a faithful patron of
your neighborhood library. Li-
braries today loan audio books,
videos, DVDs, provide Internet
access, have story hours and
provide meeting rooms.

Use the Internet. Save gas
and make purchases over the In-
ternet. At the very least, use it as
a price comparison tool.

Give stuff away. Why buy
more storage containers, build
bigger garages, expand your at-
tic or add a storage building to
your backyard? Get rid of all
that stuff instead. Donate to a
charity and take a tax deduc-
tion.

Pre-purchase gifts. Think
of the gift occasions you have:
birthday parties, baby showers,
anniversary parties. Stock items
bought on sale or at the end of
a season can supply those last-
minute gift needs.

Use those in training. Obtain
services, such as haircuts, car
repairs or teeth cleanings at re-
duced rates at beauty, vocation-
al or dental hygienist schools.

Buy generic brands. Often
the ingredients in a generic
product are exactly the same as
a well-known brand. Only the la-
bel is different. Aspirin is aspi-
rin and salt is salt. Try a gener-
ic product once; if you don’t like
it, you can go back to the brand
name.

The aim is not to be a tight-
wad, but to be good stewards
of money and have freedom to
give more time,

Jeremy White is a certified public
accountant with Blythe, White &
Associates in Paducah

FINANCIAL
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Games can help children learn
joyous celebration of Easter

Q: What are some ways children and families can
celebrate Easter this year?

Here is a simple game that can help children—especial-
ly younger children—connect the fun of Easter with its real

meaning. You will need eleven plas-
PARENTING

tic, multicolored eggs that open;
eleven cotton balls (yellow ones if
you can find them); and an empty egg carton.

Place the cotton balls inside the eggs,
leaving one egg empty. Mix up the eggs
and put them in the carton. Let your child
take turns choosing an egg and opening it
up. When they open the egg that is emp-
ty, have them say, “He is not here! He is ris-
en!” If playing with a group, let every child
choose an egg and open them all at the
same time. .

Make sure your children know the traditional Easter
greeting, “He is risen! Christ is risen, indeed!” Teach them
how the call and response works. Be sure to greet each oth-
er this way on Easter morning. Encourage your children to
initiate the greeting with friends and family.

As you revisit the Easter story, help children contrast
the sadness of Jesus’ death with the happiness of His res-
urrection. Beginning with the events of Easter, make a list
of things that make us either sad or happy. Help children
understand how the glad news of Easter helps us overcome
the sad things that sometimes come our way.

Easter comes early this year, but spring should be start-
ing to unfold. Call attention to the signs of new life as grass
begins to green and trees and flowers begin to blossom.
Help your children see the ways in which the cold of win-
ter gradually gives way to the warmth of spring as a remind-
er of the resurrection and the new life Jesus received and
offers to us.—David Garrard

Q: We are starting a married couples class at our church
and | would like to begin by challenging the couples to
reflect on their marriage and see how they need to grow.
What would be a good way to do this?

Most of us, on a daily basis, are not as intentional about
the important relationships in life as we need to be. Con-

sider providing a handout with some

\'[1i\;{;{]/:\\{ W open-ended questions to help couples

be more intentional. You can provide

the time for spouses to do some meaningful reflection on
their relationship. For example:

= How have you grown lately?

mWhat have you learned about yourself as a marriage
partner?

mWhat have you learned about your spouse recently?

® Name four ways you have been intentional in your mar-
riage so far in 2008.

mWhere do you feel stuck in the marriage relationship?

®What do you believe is keeping you stuck?

® How are you hurting your marriage relationship?

® How are you helping your marriage relationship?

m How would you like your marriage to change and be
bettér by the end of this year?

®What do you wish others knew about your marriage?

mWhat do you hope they do not know about your mar-
riage?

®What will you do in the next month to intentionally
grow your marriage?

After providing time for couples to write their responses,
you could have them share their thoughts with one anoth-
er and either have them pray together as a couple, or, as the
leader, pray for them to use this knowledge to begin grow-
ing their marriage. Consider sharing a selection of scripture
passages and have class members claim scripture verses for
their marriages.—Valerie Vincent

Family Forum writers are:

David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist
Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org.

James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church
in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex.org.

Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in
Louisville. E-mail: dr.vincent@insightbb.com.

Scott Wigginton, associate professor of pastoral ministries and
counseling at Campbellsville University and minister
of counseling at Campbellsville Baptist Church. E-mail:
sewigginton@campbellsville.edu.

Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box

43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net.
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Search for editor demands diligent prayer

On behalf of the Editor Search Committee of the
Western Recorder, I would like to express our deep ap-
preciation to Trennis Henderson and the exceptional
role he has played in the life of Kentucky Bap-
tists. Although his departure leaves a consid-
erable challenge, we are confident that the
same Lord who called him away to his new
role has also prepared someone to lead Ken-
tucky Baptists’ award-winning and historic
publication.

I am humbled by the trust placed in me as
chairman of this committee by the Western
Recorder Board of Directors. Any load I carry
is shared by the very capable members of the
search committee. One of the first actions of
the search committee was to craft our working mission
statement:

“The purpose of the Western Recorder Editor Search
Committee is to recommend to the Western Record-
er and Kentucky Baptist Convention Mission Boards,
a Christian who is the very best faith-based print
denominational journalist candidate, building upon
the foundation of ‘balance, fairness, and integrity.’ We,
as a search committee, will, through an intentionally
spiritual process, hard work and commitment, strive
toward recommending the candidate for editor.”

The most important role we all share in this pro-
cess is prayer. Please pray for the search committee,
the leadership of Kentucky Baptists and our churches.
The theme verse we have selected is James 1:5, “If any
of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives gen-
erously to all without finding fault, and it will be giv-
en to him.”

On March 10, we completed the process of collecting
resumes. The search committee has begun the formal
process of working through those resumes and narrow-
ing the candidate selection to the individual who can
best lead the Western Recorder. It would be our hope
to recommend a candidate to the Board of Directors of
the Western Recorder and then to the Mission Board of
the Kentucky Baptist Convention by the May meeting.

GUEST
EDITORIAL

Skip Alexander

The search committee is committed to recommending
the best candidate for our state paper and therefore,
views the May meeting as only a guideline.

The current called and professional staff
of the Western Recorder is an example of the
leadership by our former editor and ensures
that the search committee, along with Ken-
tucky Baptists, can proceed with a thorough
search for an editor with little worry about
the ongoing work of the Western Recorder.
The state paper is in capable hands with Floyd
- Price as chairman of the board of directors,
and day-to-day leadership provided by the
marketing and business manager of the West-
ern Recorder, Tom Townsend.

It is my pleasure to serve alongside such exception-
al committee members. All of them are committed to
our convention, to working in their local churches and
each has a long history of serving Kentucky Baptists.
The committee members are available and have com-
mitted themselves to our mission. In addition to my-
self, they include:

mVice Chairman Bill Marshall, retired KBC execu-
tive director and co-director of the Marshall Center for
Christian Ministry at Georgetown College.

m Secretary Lanna Kilgore, an attorney and member
of Living Hope Baptist Church in Bowling Green.

® Chip Hutcheson, publisher of the Princeton Times
Leader and a member of Southside Baptist Church in
Princeton.

mLinda Polley, director of administration at Severns
Valley Baptist Church in Elizabethtown.

mFloyd Price, former KBC president and associate
pastor of First Baptist Church of London, will serve as
ex-officio member.

For inquiries concerning the Western Recorder edi-
tor position or the search process, please write to: West-
ern Recorder Editor Search Committee, c/o Skip Alex-
ander, Campbellsville Baptist Church, P.O. Box 530,
Campbellsville, KY 42719-0530.

Skip Alexander is pastor of Campbellsville Baptist Church

Self-indulgent? Who, me?

By Howard Dayton

Gainesville, Ga. (BP)—The United
States has become a nation of plea-
sure seekers without equal in the
world. We develop billion-dollar in-
dustries to produce items so trivi-
al that one has to won-
der if we’re not a little
bit nuts.

Even the tragic events of Sept. 11,
2001, wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,
and the ongoing worldwide battle
with terrorism seem only to have
temporarily slowed down this in-
dulgent drive for bigger, faster and
more.

In the weeks before Christmas,
we see a lot of indulgence going on.
But the holiday season is only a con-
densed version of what occurs dur-
ing the rest of the year.

This is not to suggest that we
should consider that all materi-
al belongings are bad. After all,
God would not have given us the
intelligence to create such things
as clothes, cars and even toys and
games, and then forbid us to use
them.

God wants us to prosper and to
enjoy the fruits of our labors. How-
ever, Americans have stretched this
principle beyond the boundaries
of common sense. We are always
searching for superior and unique
stuff to make us “happy.”

The energetic and spirited Joni
Eareckson Tada has been a quad-
riplegic since she was injured in

FIRST PERSON

A Christian, she understands the
importance of a wheelchair and
Wheels for the World is the flagship
wheelchair outreach program of her
organization, Joni and Friends.

The group has provided tens
of thousands of peo-
ple with wheelchairs,
crutches, canes, walk
ers and other rehabilitation equip-
ment through a volunteer organiza-
tion called Chair Corps. The World
Health Organization estimates that
there is a need for 20-30 million
wheelchairs around the world.

One of Joni’s trips to Africa to de-
liver wheelchairs gave her a keen un-
derstanding of what true selfless-
ness really is. She was providing
wheelchairs to homeless and hand-
icapped people. Some were impaired
by disease and many had missing
limbs.

Unfortunately, the supply of
wheelchairs she brought to Africa
was limited. So, many of those in
need were left out of the distribu-
tion, including some teenage boys.
Nevertheless, instead of becoming
jealous or angry, these young men
celebrated with the people who did
receive wheelchairs.

Living in such difficult circum-
stances—and having their own needs
unmet—how could those young men
find the will to be happy?

A better question might be: How
can people who are in much better
circumstances, like Americans, not

of such plenty?

The answer lies in King Solo-
mon’s wisdom: “Better a little with
the fear of the LORD than great trea-
sure with turmoil” (Proverbs 15:16).

Anything we accumulate that has
little or no utility to us is an indul-
gence. Then does that mean Chris-
tians are never to have things purely
for pleasure? Of course it doesn’t.

However, expanding our collec-
tions of such items should be con-
sciously and diligently controlled.
We should not allow pursuing such
things to become the norm for us, as
many have already.

Are we indulgent Christians?
Well, we might be if any of the
following strikes a chord.

® We continually seek something
better than we had before.

mWe always must have some-
thing bigger or better than some-
one else has.

mWe find ourselves consistently
trying to top the lifestyles of others.

And, this might be the clinch-
er: We can be sure that we are in-
dulgent Christians if we are embar-
rassed by our lavish lifestyles, and
often find ourselves explaining or
rationalizing the things we've done
or accumulated.

How do you answer this ques-
tion: If you were in need of a wheel-
chair and had been left off the distri-
bution list—as those young Africans
were—would you have rejoiced with
those who did receive wheelchairs?
Howard Dayton is co-founder of Crown
Financial Ministries and host of Crown’s radlio

a swimming accident years ago. find the will to be happy in the midst  program, ‘Money Matters”
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“You don’t have
to care about
postmodernism.
If you're going
to evangelize
peaople, you are
evangelizing
peaople. You don’t
evangelize an
atmosphere or
culture.”

John Avant, pastor of
First Baptist Church of
West Monroe, La.

Avant offers tips on how to
reach postmodern culture

By Drew Nichter
News Director

Elizabethtown—It is a common
question among Southern Baptists
these days: How does one share the
truth of the gospel with someone
who believes that there is no truth?

Evangelizing to a post-
modern culture was the top-
ic John Avant, pastor of First
Baptist Church of West Mon-
roe, La., tackled during a
breakout session at the re-
cent Kentucky Baptist Evan-
gelism Conference.

In an attempt to shed
light on the postmodern cul-

ture, Avant—who previously JohaAvant

served as vice president of
evangelization for the Southern Bap-
tist North American Mission Board—
offered participants a list of things
to keep in mind when witnessing to
a postmodern individual.

Postmodernism is not an atmos-
phere. “You don’t have to care about
postmodernism,” Avant explained.
“If you're going to evangelize peo-
ple, you are evangelizing people. You
don’t evangelize an atmosphere or
culture.”

The foundation of postmodernism
is relativism. Avant said he views this
point as “bad news” because a “post-
modernist generally will believe ...
that all truth is relative.”

A key element of postmodernism
is openness. If the previous point
is bad news, this detail is the good
news, Avant noted. “I find it awful-
ly good news that there’s a whole
movement and culture that is cre-
ating great openness where it’s very
easy to talk about spiritual things,”
he added.

Postmodernism is just a label.
“Don’t be intimidated by postmod-
ernism,” Avant urged. “Don’t think
that postmodernism is this thing
out there thatis so full of new knowl-
edge that you really can’t share with
postmoderns because you just don’t
know enough.”

Postinodernism is logically im-
possible. Those who believe in post-

modernism in a fundamental way,
Avant noted, can never be “absolute-
ly sure” that there are no absolutes,
the main idea on which the philoso-
phy is based.

“Relativism is a truth claim and
postmodernism fails if there is a sin-
gle valid truth claim,” he ex-
plained.

Postmodernism is only
believed in the moral realm.
Stating that the philosophy
only applies to people’s mor-
al thinking, Avant conclud-
ed that “postmodernism
does not work in real life.”

To illustrate, he asked the
group how much sense it
would make for a motorist
to drive his car south in the north-
bound lanes of an interstate just be-
cause he is a postmodernist and it
“works for him.”

Postmodernism is demonic at
its core. “Not everything about post-
modernism is bad,” Avant clarified.
“If postmodernism causes us to back
away a little from our arrogance and
our ego, that’s not so bad.”

However, he added, at its core,
the philosophy is designed to “only
attack Bible-centered Christianity
and that’s a perfect example of what
our enemy does.”

Postmodernism is largely our
fault. Referring to the Barna Group’s
recent book, “UnChristian,” Avant
pointed to passages that implied
that “postmodern adults have al-
ready been to our churches. ... And
that’s where they decided that
Christianity did not work for them,”

“he said.

Avant also shared that as a young
adult, he came to Christ—like many
others—during the Jesus Movement
of the late 1960s and early ‘70s. But,
he added, “the primary role” of
Southern Baptists during that move-
ment was “to stop it.”

The Jesus Movement “was power-
ful and significant, but what if we
had embraced it?” Avant asked. “If
we had done that ... we would not
have postmodernism.”

Weaver, pastor of Mount Olivet

Baptist Church,

Louisville—Paul Weaver, pastor of
Mount Olivet Baptist Church, died
March 4 at Jewish Hospital in Lou-
isville.

Weaver, 58, was pastor of the Rob-
ertson County congregation for 10
years. His son, Andy, serves as pas-
tor of Audubon Baptist Church in
Henderson.

According to his obituary, Weaver
died of complications from idiopath-
ic pulmonary fibrosis. Bill Boldt, di-
rector of missions for Bracken Bap-
tist Association, said Weaver was
awaiting a lung transplant at the

.| time of his death.

Despite being on oxygen and
struggling to breathe during the last
weeks of his life, Weaver continued
to share the gospel with everyone he
came in contact with, Boldt said.

“In the last six months of his life,
Paul led 20 people to Christ,” Boldt
recalled. “That was his primary con-
cern. ... He wanted to make sure ev-

dies at age 58

eryone knew the Lord, even those
who claimed to be a Christian.”

“Itwasn’t about him, it was about
the Lord,” Boldt added.

At the time of his death, Weaver
also was Kentucky director of grad-
uate studies for Indiana Wesleyan
University.

He was a 1971 graduate of Ten-
nessee Temple College in Chattanoo-
ga; a 1972 graduate of Bob Jones Uni-
versity in Greenville, S.C.; and a 1991
graduate of the University of Ken-
tucky.

Funeral services were held March
8, at Gano Baptist Church in George-
town with Andy Weaver officiating.
Burial was held at Barbourville Cem-
etery. .

Weaver is survived by his wife, Es-
ther, two sons, Andy and Mickey, and
four grandchildren.

The family requests that gifts be
made in Weaver’s memory to Em-
manuel Bible Camp in Barbourville.

Judge denies funding for pharmacy
school at Univ. of the Cumberiands

Williamsburg (BP)—University of
the Cumberlands should not re-
ceive $12 million in state funds
to launch a new pharmacy school,
a Franklin County circuit judge
ruled March 6.

In handing down a summa-
ry judgment in the case, Spe-
cial Judge Roger Crittenden not-
ed, “There is no question that the
appropriation of $10 million tax
dollars to the university to con-
struct a pharmacy building is a di-
rect payment to a non-public reli-
gious school for educational pur-
poses. This type of direct expendi-
ture is not permitted by the con-
stitution of Kentucky.”

Crittenden said the $2 million
designated for scholarships also
violated the state constitution be-
cause it used a budget bill to en-
act a permanent program. His rul-
ing did not address charges made
by critics of the university that it
unconstitutionally discriminated
against a student who was ex-
pelled in 2006 because of his “sex-
ual orientation.”

In April 2006, Kentucky legis-
lators approved the $12 million
grant to University of the Cumber-
lands, intended to provide “an op-

‘portunity to improve the health

and welfare of the people of Ken-
tucky, especially those in the Ap-

palachian region,” according to a
statement released by the school.
A homosexual rights group and
several state legislators immedi-
ately sued then-Governor Ernie
Fletcher, complaining that giv-
ing public funds to a private in-
stitution violated the state con-
stitution.

The grant gained special atten-
tion because it coincided with the
university’s decision to expel for-
mer student Jason Johnson, who
used his myspace.com Web site
to publicize his homosexual rela-
tionship with a student at anoth-
er school—contrary to the univer-
sity’s guidelines for student con-
duct.

University of the Cumberlands’
President James Taylor insisted
that the school would review the
ruling and weigh its options.

“Over the next several days we
will be considering the options
which are available to the univer-
sity regarding the court’s decision
and the viability of our plans for
a pharmacy program,” Taylor said
in a statement.

Governor Steve Beshear said he
agreed with the ruling and his of:
fice would not appeal the deci-
sion.

With additional reporting by News Director
Drew Nichter

Move beyond wishful thinking into a life of
greater focus and meaning...

one-day leadership conference

April 12, 2008

Immanuel Baptist Church * Lexington * 9 am - 3 pm :

author of Ger 4 Life! It IS All About You

$30 per person (includes a copy of Ger A
Life! It IS All About You by Reggie McNea
unch and breaks, and teachmg notes)

sl

For details or to register, visit
www.kybaptist.org/getalife or

call 502-489-3522 or

" coorerarve Procre

866-489-3522 (toll free in KY).
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Gearing up for another summer

Dedicated staff & volunteers
make Crossings camps tick

It is hard to imagine, consider-
ing the prolonged season of winter,
that spring is just around the cor-
ner. Preparing for spring
retreat guests can cause
panic for us due to the
fact that we have so many
facility improvements on-
going.

Each year, these im-
provements must take
place during the winter
months while guests are
not on the properties. -
Therefore, the rain, sleet
and snow we have expe-
rienced do not really help
with the completion of these proj-
ects. While the lists are too exhaus-
tive to mention, the reality is we
have much to do and little time to
get it done.

Personally, as I reflect on our
present circumstances, I am re-
minded of how thankful I am for
the staff at Crossings. We have a
core group of 20 yearround em-
ployees that serve at Cedarmore,
Jonathan Creek and our adminis-
trative offices. You can not imagine
how blessed I am because of these
people.

While the work is long and hard
with many challenges, there is nev-
er a day that I don’t look forward
to going to work. Enjoying work is

Kentucky
BaprisT
ASSEMBLIES

David Melber

so uncommon in today’s world and
I never want to take for granted that
God has blessed me and our minis-
try with such joyful and wonderful
co-workers. As preparations contin-
ue for the summer, we have hun-
dreds more contributing
to the ministry as part-
time and summer sup-
port staff, as well as vol-
unteers.

One of my prayers has
always been that when
people see our staff they
would be drawn to their
energy, passion and com-
mitment to our ministry
goals. Most of our year-
round staff were drawn
to our ministry through
the life testimony of an employee
at Crossings.

We are blessed to not only have
great people to serve with, but that
God has also chosen to again bless
the ministry with record numbers
of students for the coming sum-
mer.

As your schedule allows, please
contact us and set a time to come
see how God is working through
camp ministry, and more specifical-
ly, how He is working through the
hundreds of staff and volunteers
that make camp a reality each year.

David Melber is president of Kentucky
Baptist Assemblies. Contact him at
Box 99918, Louisville, KY 42069-0918;
phone (502) 491-7000.

Travel with other Baptists

cooling trade winds.

Hawaili

2-Weeks, 4-Islands;
Depart September 4, 2008

Join other Southern Baptists on the most affordable two-week, four-island
Hawaiian vacation you will ever find!
September 4, 2008, (after Labor Day) and return home Friday, September 19,
2008. Enjoy the moderate Hawaiian summer temperatures and savor the
First fly to Honolulu for five nights in Waikiki Beach;
three nights in Kona and one night in Hilo (on the ‘Big Island’ of Hawaii); two
nights on the ‘Valley Isle’ of Maui; and three nights on the ‘Garden Isle’ of

Your group will depart Thursday,

Kauai. Sightseeing on every island includes: a Honolulu city tour with
Punchbow! Crater and Pearl Harbor cruise to the Arizona Memorial, the
Wailua riverboat cruise to the Fern Grotto, lao Valley excursion & the old
whaling capital of Lahaina, a Hilo orchid garden and Rainbow Falls, Black
Sand Beaches, Volcanoes National Park, and more! Your price, from only
$1428 (per person, double occupancy), includes taxes, baggage handling,
hotels, jet air transportation between the islands, and escorted sightseeing on
every island. Add $800 for round trip airfare from Lexington or Louisville, KY;
Evansville, IN; Knoxville or Nashville, TN. ~ ‘Your Man’ Tours specializes in
Hawaii and has had its own office in Honolulu since 1967. Prices are so low
because travelers buy wholesale, directly from the actual Hawaiian tour
operator. Friends and family are welcome! Space is limited and reservations
with a $100 deposit are now due.

For a brochure, information, & reservations,
call 7 Days a week:

YMT Vacations 1-800-736-7300

Mike Morgan

For Heaven’s Sake

NEWLY BAPTIZED BELIEVERS
ARE SOFULL oF JoY!
BUT IT'S ONLY

..UNTIL THEY, Too,

WILL LEARN,
LIKE THE
OTHERS,

TOTURN... A

. THE WATER
INTO WHINE!

Church of the Covered Dish

THIS PASTORAL MALPRACTICE (OHY WON'T IT COVER THEMZ ¢
INSURANCE WILL COVER
EVERYTHING EXCEPT YOUR
SERMONS.

Thom Tapp

WELL... ER... {T SEEMS YOUR
PREACHING HAS BEEN
CLASSIFIED N THE
"HIGH RISK" CATEGORY.

Bible Crosswords By Teri Grottke
Across .1 Z I3 2 |5 7 |8 9 [0
1 Cake mix maker (last name) N 5 !
6 Amasses
11 Store under pressure 14 15 16 17
12 Has (arch.) .
14 Conjunction e = o
15 Touched 21 22 3 24
17 City near Bethel
18 Military abbr. & Gl G 28 129 30
19 Marian, et al. 3 3
20 Chemical element (abbr.)
21 N.T. book (abbr.) 33 34 35 36 |37
23 Gilded or Jazz %5 130 o141 -
24 Son of Jether
(1 Chronicles 7:38) 43 44 45 46
25 Wipe away (arch.) :
28 Ammonite who invaded ol i e 2
Jabesh-gilead (1 Samuel 11) 5¥ 1|52 53 54
31 More than one orthopedist
(abbr.) : > 36
32 Normal, but maybe not for
Nicklaus
33 “For the shall be 47 Eastern seaboard state 11 Room or walk
prosperous” (abbr)) 13 Judah stayed with him in
(Zechariah 8:12) 48 Worn by the disciples, Adullam (Genesis 38)
35 “Smote all their enemies among others 16 Archaeological site
with the of the sword” 50 Simile word 22 In the course of
(Esther 9:5) 51 Hackneyed 24 Brother of Moses
38 Familiar cavern sight 53 Son of Reuel 26 Before (poet.)
40 Exclamation (Genesis 36:13) 27 Double this for a deadly fly
42 Son of Elishama 95 days 29 Likely
(1 Chronicles 7:27) 56 “A sceptre ... shall ... destroy 30 Laughing sound
431___ (Jehovah) all the childrenof ___ " 34 Condemned
44 Struck (arch.) (Numbers 24:17) 35 Belonging to the evil one
46 Laughing sound 36 Son of Levi (Genesis 46)
y Down 37 Son of Seth
Last week’s solution 1 Dread (1 Chronicles 1:1)
ST AT Fa AT Fo ol M 2 Pronoun 38 Prohibit
clilzlilels MMblalninAlH 3__ degree 39 Wrong
TS 4 Son of Shem (Genesis 10:22) 41 Son of Zophah
% ele| o] A% v][o] 5 Family of returning exiles (1 Chronicles 7)
Ul a S LETIALTITILLELRLS (Ezra 2:35) 44 Father of Heber (Luke 3:35)
o [, W 6 Grasp (arch.) 45 King of Israel, son of Baasha
alulals{ald % lolrlel®] 7 Some of Bo-Peep’s brood? (1 Kings 16:8)
:,ZS ol L BT e :T of 8 Conjunction 48 “Gal” of songdom
A g A BR LS 9 Required subject in school 49 Pronoun
o ST ([ M (abbr) 52 'Bye, to Brits

© 1999 Barbour Publishing 10 Escalator option 54 Preposition
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Delayed choices by younger
adults affect religious groups

Princeton, N.J. (RNS)—As increas-
ing numbers of young people post-
pone marriage and children, oth-
er life choices—such as returning to
church—are affected as well, accord-
ing to a leading scholar of American
Protestantism.

According to Princeton Universi-
ty sociologist Robert Wuthnow, reli-
gious groups need new ways to lasso
these strays from the flock.

“Where young adulthood used to
mean one’s 20s, it can now last into
one’s 40s,” noted Wuthnow, author
of the new book, “After the Baby
Boomers: How Twenty- and Thirty-
Somethings are Shaping the Future
of Religion.”

“Young adults get married in
their 30s and even 40s, have children
later and change career paths more
often,” he added.

This is significant, Wuthnow
pointed out, because single young
adults are traditionally less likely
to go to church than their married
peers.

“There’s always been a gap, where
people tend to leave the church after
high school, and come back to get
married,” he explained. “Where in
the past, this period lasted maybe
five years, it now can easily last 15.
If marriage had not been delayed as
it has, I estimate that there would be
6 million more religious partici-
pants than there are now.”

As a result, Wuthnow noted, peo-

ple tend to wander and explore lon-
ger—a tendency encouraged by glo-
balization, multiculturalism and

particular young-person will choose
a religion based solely on their par-
ents’ beliefs, or say that ‘this is a
creed Iread and I believe it and that’s
it,” Wuthnow said. “People shop
around, they talk to their friends,
who are now often of diverse reli-
gious backgrounds and even foreign-
born. They read and look on the In-
ternet. They put resources together.”

According to the professor, to-
day’s young adults tend to be more
open, retaining looser relationships
with their congregations. Many sub-
scribe to some kind of agnosticism,
falling into the category of “spiritu-
al, but not religious.”

Only Catholics, Muslims and
Hindus, Wuthnow noted, replen-
ished by large immigrant popu-
lations, have maintained—if not
grown—their membership in Amer-
ica. Groups with aging populations
and fewer children—such as Protes-
tants and Jews—have declined, lead-
ing to a marked increase among
those unaffiliated with a religion.

Churches, which often place too
much focus on the elderly and chil-
dren, need to adapt and reach out to
America’s young adults, he said.

“Religious leaders should fo-
cus on providing support for deal-
ing with big life decisions,” Wuth-
now said.

MISSION TRIPS
Adults & Youth

Pre-packaged & Custom
Appalachia, Inner City,
NC Coast

the information age.

“It’s less and less common that a

800 299-0385

www.yom.org
Youth on Mission

Monday, April 21

Princeton (CST)
Tuesday, April 22

Elizabethtown
Thursday, April 24

Mount Vernon
-$10 per person by April 1

«Includes workshops, light
breakfast and lunch

God'S FatHFULNeSS, .

generation to generation. 4

2008 SENIOR LIVING o »"

CeleblatioNS

Northside Baptist Church
Severns Valley Baptist Church
Northside Baptist Church

-$15 after April 1 and at door

Leadership Development Team Office

502-489-3580 or 866-489-3580

Celebrate with...

Keynote
Speaker

DI. INCOLN
BiNgHaM

Musical
Humorist
Joe

MaSoN

For more information, call

“iXBC

KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION

v:s/t www.kybaptist. org/semorcelebratmn to reglster
\ online or send your name, complete address, choice of event

7 ocation and check to KBC, P.O. Box 43433, Louisville, KY 40253
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Why we do what we do

Students from China accept Christ after
positive witness from staff, students

Some would say that a Christian school should
be about providing a wholesome Christian envi-
ronment for Christian boys and girls so they can
learn and grow. Often the non-Christian student
is not welcome in Christian schools because he
would bring too many negative influences with
him—just the reason a lot of parents want their
children to attend a traditional Chris-
tian school.

Most of the things we do today at
Oneida are very similar to what we did
decades ago. Yes, we have a much more
- modern environment and our students
dress differently than they did 50 or
s0 years ago, but basically our student
body—and therefore our ministry—has
changed little. There never has been a
time in our 109-year history when we
gave much thought to not accepting a
student because he or she was not a Christian.
Historically the non-Christian student has been
just as welcome on our campus as the student
who is a Christian and comes from a solid Chris-
tian home.

We do not hide the fact that having non-Chris-
tian students on our campus can be a challenge.
At times, guests may see something they believe
is a bit embarrassing. I believe even those of us
who claim Christ as our Savior and are mature in
our faith often say and do things that are embar-
rassing to the Savior who died for our sins. Those
of us who have been covered by the shed blood of
Jesus rejoice daily to know that our God is a God
of love and forgiveness.

We were reminded two Sundays ago why we
feel so strongly about having an open policy when

Twis 1s Onepa

Inderwood

it comes to accepting not only the redeemed but
also those who Jesus said He came to “seek and
to save.” Two students were baptized that day at
Oneida Baptist Church. Their salvation and bap-
tisms were very special. Both students are from
China. Before coming to OBI they knew little
about Christianity, though one girls had heard
that Christians in her country were forced to wor-
ship “underground.”

I asked if they could tell me what persuaded
them to invite Christ into their lives.
Both said that various faculty and sup-
port staff were a great help to them.
They were able to ask questions in Bible
classes that helped them understand
God better and why He had to send His
Son to die for the sins of man. Both girls
also said that some of the Christian
students on campus had shared with
them.

The girls agreed that since many of
our students are not Christians, they of-
ten have mixed emotions about how serious some
of our Christian students are about their faith.
They admitted that it would have been easy for
them to have negative attitudes about Christian-
ity. Yet both said that having a Christian faculty
and staff helped them sort through things that
troubled them.

If we had not allowed these two girls who were
not Christians to enroll in our school, who would
have told them the good news? Nothing we do is
more important than sharing the gospel! They
could easily have come to America and gone to a
secular high school or university and never been
told about Jesus.

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida
school.org; e- ma:/ pres:dent@one:daschool org

.......

Youth minister attends
college with his pastor

When potential students arrive
on Clear Creek’s campus, often
we hear that it was an alumnus or
alumna of the school who first di-
rected them to us. That wasn’t the
case with firstyear student Jona-
than Evans.

Instead of alumni, Jon-
athan heard about Clear
Creek from his pastor,
who also is Jonathan’s
ministry supervisor, and
today, his fellow student.

Jonathan began at-
tending Old Salem Bap-
tist Church in London a
few years ago where Ja-
son Whicker is pastor. Jon-
athan said it wasn’t long
after he began worshiping
there that “I began to feel the Lord
call me to work with youth. I talk
ed to Jason and he gave me the op-
portunity to be the youth pastor at
Old Salem.

“After I expressed my call from
God and started working with the
young people, Jason started talking
to me about getting equipped for
the ministry God had called me to,”
Jonathan said.

Enrolled at another college, he
said he felt the Lord leading him to
transfer elsewhere, then the unex-
pected occurred and Jonathan had
to drop out of school to find secular

CLear CREEK
CHRonicLE

 Donnie Fox

...............

Studying with ‘the boss’

employment.

“During that time God began to
really convict me that Clear Creek
was where I needed to be to follow
the call that He had placed on my
life,” he said.

“Jason encouraged me to visit
Clear Creek. I came to visit and fell
in love with the college. I enjoy be-
ing able to study here with my pas-
tor at the same time.”

Clear Creek Baptist
Bible College has special
options in class sched-
uling for students who
commute. This helps
minimize the time they
are away from home.
That’s important for Jon-
athan and his wife of five
months, Brittany.

“She is attending col-
lege in London this se-
mester. We plan to move to campus
next semester,” he said.

“I am grateful for the way class-
es are scheduled to allow me to at-
tend college full-time on a two-day
schedule,” Jonathan continued.
“Those two days are long but I like
the fact that I don’t have to come to
campus five days a week to be a full-
time student.”

Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek
Road, Pineville, KY 40977; toll-free:
(866) 340-3196, Web site: www.
ccbbc edu, e-mail: dfox@ccbbe. edu
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Is Mike Huckahee the new face of the religious right?

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

Washington (RNS)—With the race
for the Republican presidential
nomination now behind him, for-
mer candidate Mike Huckabee has
many possibilities ahead: Potential
vice president to John McCain? GOP
adviser? Another run for the White
House?

Either way, observers say, one
thing seems clear: Huckabee is now
a kinder, gentler fresh face of the
evangelical movement, poised to
follow the path laid out by Pat Rob-
ertson, who transformed his failed
1988 campaign into a powerful
movement of the religious right.

“I think (Huckabee) reflects in

many ways what I would call the
new evangelical center,” said author
Ron Sider, president of Evangelicals
for Social Action. “He simply is not
the old religious right.”

The evangelical “old guard”—Fo-
cus on the Family founder James
Dobson and even the late Jerry Fal-
well and D. James Kennedy—no lon-
ger represent the newer aspects of

" the movement, which seek to mar-

ry fresh issues (environmental pres-
ervation) to traditional causes (the
sanctity of human life), observers
say. In fact, Dobson did not endorse
Huckabee until almost all the other
Republican candidates were no lon-
ger running.

“There’s no doubt in my mind

that Huckabee has much greater
potential to pull a much wider con-
stituency and because of that, he has
a lot more staying power, I think, on
the national stage,” noted Michael
Lindsay, a sociologist at Rice Univer-
sity in Houston and the author of
“Faith in the Halls of Power.”

Huckabee campaign spokeswom-
an Kirsten Fedewa said continuing
to work with evangelicals would fit
with Huckabee’s® vision—and ver-
sion—of American conservatism.

“He is certainly well-positioned
to lead a conservative, or a Chris-
tian conservative, movement in this
country,” she maintained.

Richard Cizik, who heads the
Washington office of the Nation-

al Association of Evangelicals, said
Huckabee differentiates himself
from earlier evangelical leaders, in
part, because of his “appealing” de-
meanor.

“Is he a culture warrior? No,”
Cizik acknowledged. “But you can
be for principles without being a
culture warrior and obnoxious. He’s
just not obnoxious.”

But the extent to which Hucka-
bee sticks with the broadening con-
cerns of evangelicals, such as fight-
ing global hunger and opposing
torture, will determine his staying
power as a movement leader, Cizik
added.

David Kuo, Washington editor for -
Beliefnet.com, has predicted that

Huckabee, a onetime Southern Bap-
tist pastor and former governor of
Arkansas, could emerge as a Repub- |
lican kingmalker.

“At the end of the day, Mike Huck-
abee has followed Pat Robertson’s
1988 model better than Pat Robert-
son did,” Kuo said.

Both candidates, he noted, had
strong showings in an Iowa GOP
primary and ended up with lists
of donors that translated into new
evangelical voters for the Republi-
can Party.

But Family Research Council Pres-
ident Tony Perkins does not think it
will be as easy for Huckabee to gain a
post-campaign platform as it was for
Robertson. :

“Pat Robertson had a TV network
around which he could base his
operation,” said Perkins, co-author
of the new book, “Personal Faith,
Public Policy.” :

“You've got to have some infra-
structure. Just a list of names is not
going to be enough.”

NATIONAL NOTES |

California court hears gay marriage case. The California
Supreme Court heard arguments March 4 in a case that
could lead to gay marriage being legalized this year. At is-
sue is a law passed in 2000 to prohibit gay marriage and
protect the natural definition of marriage. In 2004, the city
of San Francisco began issuing marriage licenses to homo-
sexual couples. The Supreme Court ruled then that the li-
censes were in violation of state law. The city filed suit after
it lost that case, seeking to have the law changed. Califor-
‘nia already has a domestic partnerships law granting same-
sex couples the legal benefits of marriage.

Coming to a Church Near You...

Closing the Back Door

What is your church doing to close the back : .

For more info and optional registration:
door and help visitors make connections?

www.kybaptist.org/at08
or call 592-489-3581
or 866-489-3581 (toll-free in KY)

txBC <=

March 4 — Rosebower Baptist Church, Paducah

March 13 — Flemingsburg Baptist Church, Flemingsburg
April 1 — Walnut Memorial Baptist Church, Owensboro
April 10 — Immanuel Baptist Church, Pikeville

April 17 — Central Baptist Church, Corbin

April 22 — Mount Washington Baptist Church, Mt. Washington
May 1 — Crossroads Chuxch, Russellville

May 13 — Danville First Baptist Church, Danville

LEARN HOW YOUR CHURCH CAN:
« Attract more first-time guests

» Improve your rate of assimilation

» Increase membership and involvement

EVENT LEADERS:

Steve Rice | Director,

Discipleship and Assimilation Dept., KBC
Darryl Wilson | Director,

Sunday School Dept., KBC

Plus, guest presenters at each location!

FREE BOOK
for each church
. xepresented:
Beyond the First Visit
by Gary L McIntosh

CE T TR

MARGH 25, 2008

10:00 am - 2:30 pm

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, BOWLING GREEN
621 East 12th Avenue,
Bowling Green, KY 42101

Christian publisher Walker dies. Robert Walker, who found-
ed and edited several prominent Christian magazines, died
March 1 in Carol Stream, Ill. He was 95. Walker, who had
suffered from dementia and Parkinson’s disease, was ed-
itor emeritus of Charisma & Christian Life magazine. He
started Sunday magazine in 1941 and renamed it Christian
Life in 1948. In the mid-1950s, he began Christian Booksell-
er, which was later renamed Christian Retailing. Christian
Life merged with Charisma in 1986 and now has more than
230,000 subscribers. Walker published. the first national
cover story about evangelist Billy Graham in 1948 and was
honored with the first Magazine Publishers Award from
the Evangelical Christian Publishers Association in 1994.

FEAT“H'"E ED STETZER, authorofﬁomebackUhurches, C//'—J\-

. . P ST e Ry i KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION |
director of LifeWay Research and LifeWay's missiologist in residence -

FOR MORE INFORMATION,

go to ww.kybaptist.org/comeback, call
502-489-3335 or 866-489-3335 (toll free in KY)
or e-mail churchdevelopment@kybaptist.org

Bush liaison resigns over plagiarism charge. Tim Goeglein,
a key liaison between the White House and conservative
Christians, resigned Feb. 29 after plagiarism charges sur-
faced against him, the White House announced. An investi-
gation by The News-Sentinel in Fort Wayne, Ind. found that
Goeglein had plagiarized 20 of 38 columns the paper pub-
lished under his name since 2000. The newspaper said he
once used Pope John Paul II's words as his own. Goeglein
often stood in the pulpits of churches and the podiums of
religious events, speaking on Bush’s behalf. He attended
the funeral of Jerry Falwell last May and had spoken at past
Southern Baptist Convention annual meetings.

$20 PER PERSON

(includes lunch and materials)

COOPERATIVE PROGRAM
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PRAYER
PARTNERS

Please pray for the
following Kentucky
Baptist missionaries
and ministries:

Missionary Bill Barker
of Hurricane, W.Va.
Barker is national
director of Appalachian
Regional Ministry,

a consortium of ten
state conventions, the
Woman’s Missionary
Union and the
Southern Baptist North
American Mission
Board that work
together to mobilize
missions volunteers
responding to physical
and spiritual needs in
Appalachia. Pray for
volunteers to respond
to the needs of millions
of unchurched people
in that region. Pray that
God will send—and that
we will recognize—a
tremendous spiritual
awakening as He works
through those who
serve in the region.

Mission Service
Corps Missionaries
Van and Marjorie
Yandell of Fredonia.
The Yandells work
through Intentional
and Innovative
Community Evangelism
to share Jesus Christ
by involving others
to develop ministries
that reach beyond the
walls of the church
building. Pray that
God will bless them
with opportunities to
meet needs and share
Him through a variety
of creative ministries.
Pray that the ministry
will continue to grow
as churches and
individuals learn to

. share Christ in their
communities without
fear.

If you would like
Kentucky Baptists to
join in praying for a
ministry of your church
or association, please
send the information to
Eric Allen at Eric.Allen
@kybaptist.org or call
(866) 489-3530.

mEDGEWOOD—James Robert Arm-
strong, a longtime Kentucky Bap-
tist pastor, died Feb. 10 at age 82.
Armstrong was pastor of Grants
Lick Church in Alexandria, Big
Bone Church in Union and Sand
Run Church in Hebron as well as
two churches in Ohio. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Ella, four children,
12 grandchildren and nine great-
grandchildren. Memorial gifts may
be made to St. Elizabeth Hospice
Program in Edgewood or Big Bone
Church.

® FULTON—First Church will hold re-

- vival services March 23-26, 10:50 a.m.

and 6 p.m. Jack Acree is pastor.
mHUSTONVILLE—South Fork Church
recently honored deacon Paschal
“Sarge” Grigsby on his 90th birth-
day. Curtis Brock is pastor.
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Marrowbone Missionary Church
will present an Easter dra-
ma, “At the Foot of the Cross,”
March 21-23, 7 p.m. For more in-
formation, call (606) 754-5361.
Roger Johnson is pastor.

l

® PROVIDENCE—Green Grove Church
recently called Damon Bond as
pastor.

®PURYEAR, TENN.—Oak Grove Church
recently called Dean Cook as pastor.

i/ KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

March

13-16 Adult Kentucky Changers,
Cedarmore Baptist Assembly,
Bagdad.

13 Assimilation Tour, Flemingsburg
Baptist Church.

15 Great Commission Prayer
Conference, Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louisville.

15 RA Congress Region 2, Hyland
Baptist Church, Henderson.

15 RA Congress Region 6, Boones
Creek Baptist Camp, Winchester.

22 RA Congress Region 4, Parkland
Baptist Church, Louisville.

22 RA Congress Region 8, Oakland
Avenue Baptist Church,
Catlettsburg.

25 Comeback Church Conference,
First Baptist Church, Bowling
Green.

28-29 Kentucky Woman’s Missionary

Union Annual Meeting, Parkway
Baptist Church, Bardstown.

29 RA Congress Region 7, Elk Spring
Valley Baptist Church, Monticello.

31 Understanding Other Beliefs,
Severns Valley Baptist Church,
Elizabethtown.

31-April 1 Welcome to Kentucky
Conference, Baptist Building,
Louisville.

April
1 Assimilation Tour, Walnut Memorial
Baptist Church, Owensboro.

For more information, call (800) 266-6477 or visit www. kybaptist.org

KBC plans Comeback Churches seminar to help revitalize congregations

Bowling Green—Church leaders
seeking to revitalize weakened
congregations are invited to at-
tend the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion’s Comeback Churches seminar
March 25 at First Baptist Church of
Bowling Green.

Seminar topics will be based on
concepts presented in the book,
“Comeback Churches: How 300
Churches Turned Around and Yours
Can Too,” the popular church revi-
talization guide published last year

by LifeWay Christian Resources. Ed
Stetzer, the book’s co-author, will
lead the seminar.

Sponsored by the KBC’s church
development team, the event will
run from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

“This event will provide church
leaders with practical suggestions
for developing growth strategies
in their own context,” said Alan
Witham, KBC’s interim church
development team leader and field
strategist. “Participants will hear

what has actually worked to stimu-
late growth in churches much like
theirs.”

According to Witham, the KBC’s
church development team will be
following up with churches that
desire to make a comeback after
the event. Plans are underway for a
Comeback Church Process that will
further equip churches for growth,
he noted.

Stetzer co-authored the book
with Mike Dodson, a pastor and

church strategist based in Mead-
ville, Penn. Stetzer currently serves
as director of LifeWay Research and
as LifeWay’s missiologist in resi-
dence. LifeWay Christian Resources
is based in Nashville.

Registration for the event is $20
per person, which includes lunch
and all seminar materials. For more
information, or to register, vis-
it www.kybaptist.org/comeback, or
call (502) 489-3335, or toll free in
Kentucky at (866) 489-3335.

_ CrassiFiep Aps

FOR SALE: Beautiful Christian, pa-
triotic neckties: retail value: $15, cost:
$7. Striped neckties: special price
$4.50. Military neckties: $7. Humor
book (1,000 sold): “Laughter Doeth
Good Like a Medicine,” $7. Dake com-
pact Bibles: $28. Call (606) 285-3051.

SEEKING: Experienced youth min-
ister/pastor for growing, regional,
multi-generational, multi-cultural
church. Be part of a supportive team
of servant leaders, parents and youth
to better know and follow Jesus
Christ as Lord. Come help us build
an inclusive, transformational com-
munity which will engage the world
with the gospel. Candidate—male or
female—should be relational, creative
and possess the gift of administra-
tion. Resumés may be sent to: Mt. Car-
mel Baptist Church, 8645 Kenwood
Road, Cincinnati, OH 45242, Attn:
Personnel Committee; or e-mailed to:
mountcarmelbc@fuse.net.

SEEKING: Campbellsville Univer-
sity School of Theology seeks appli-
cants for full-time, tenure-track fac-
ulty position in educational minis-
tries. Start date: August 1, 2008. Go to
www.campbellsville.edu/campbells
villefjobs.asp for details, job appli-
cation, and job application release
forms. John Hurtgen, Dean, School
of Theology (270-789-5077; jehurtgen
@campbellsville.edu).

SEEKING: Full-time GL/AP book-
keeper for the KBC Accounting Ser-
vices Department. Position requires
3-5 years related experience and of
fers competitive salary and ben-
efits package. For more informa-
tion, please submit resumé to the
Administrative ~ Services Depart-
ment through wwwkybaptist. org/
administrative by 3/15/08.

SEEKING: Part-time pianist for Sun-
day morning services and Wednes-
day evening rehearsals. Send resumé
to Grace Community Baptist Church,

.7300 National Turnpike, Louisville

40214; email gcbc7300@peoplepc.
com. -

SEEKING: Bivocational youth min-
ister for May’s Lick Baptist Church,
May’s Lick, Ky. Seeking a man of God,
called of God to work with our youth.
Please send resumés to 5103 Main
Street, May’s Lick, KY 41055. Other
info: call (606) 763-6585.

SEEKING: Part-time youth minister
for Fairview Baptist Church. Send re-
sumé€ to 6426 Ky. Hwy. 1247, Waynes-
burg, KY 40489; or e-mail www.
fbchurch@wimaxexpress.com.

SEEKING: Pastor for Grant’s Lick
Baptist Church, a Conservative con-
gregation standing on God’s Word
with strong growth potential. Look-
ing for an energetic leader with
scripture-based messages. Visitation,
AWANA, and outreach are vital min-
istries to bring others to Christ.
Send resumé to: Grant’s Lick Baptist
Church, 941 Clay Ridge Road, Alex-
andria, KY 41001, Attn: Pastor Search
Committee.

SEEKING: Bivocational pastor for
Bethany Missionary Church in rural
Lyon County. For more information,
please call (270) 522-7670, or send re-
sumé to Bethany Baptist Church, PO
Box 1130, Eddyville, KY 42038.

SEEKING: Full-time church plant-
ing missionary for Brookhaven Bap-
tist Church (www.brookhavenbaptis
tnet) for a Nehemiah project in the
Brookhaven community of Atlanta,
Ga. Please e-mail resumé to Pastor
Don Presley at dpresleysr@presley

" ' enterprises.com.

SEEKING: Full-time associate pas-
tor of family discipleship and stu-
dent ministries for Capitol Hill Bap-
tist Church, Oklahoma City. Teach-
ing ability, leadership, organization
and delegation skills required. Send
resumés to: Search Committee, Cap-
itol Hill Baptist Church, 304 SW
134th St., Oklahoma City, OK 73170,
Attn: James Fullingim; or e-mail to
chbc@chbchurch.org.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Somer-
set, Ky. Please mail resumé to Pastor
Search Committee, 1685 Hwy. 3091,
Somerset, KY 42503.

SEEKING: Full-time associate pas-
tor for Oakland Baptist Church, Oak-
land, Ky. (near Bowling Green). Oak-
land Baptist is a growing church that
is averaging nearly 350 people in at-
tendance each week. The associate
pastor will work alongside our lead
pastor in seeing that our people have
the opportunity to become fully de-
voted followers of Christ. The prima-
ry role of the associate pastor is to as-
sist in our discipleship ministry; this
includes overseeing our small-group
ministry, our Sunday morning Bible
study ministry and one-on-one dis-
cipleship opportunities. The associ-
ate also will take a lead role in con-
necting our church members, as
well as new members, to our min-
istry. All applicants should have a
genuine love for the Lord and His
church. Though seminary is not re-
quired, it is recommended. All in-
terested applicants should send re-
sumés to Oakland Baptist Church,
PO Box 154, Oakland, KY 42159, Attn:
Personnel Committee. To learn more
about Oakland Baptist Church v151t
www.oaklandbchurch.org.

SEEKING: Fulltime minister of
youth at First Baptist Church, Mad-
isonville, Ky. Masters degree with
some experience preferred. Send re-
sumé with recent photo to First Bap-
tist Church, 246 North Main St., Mad-
isonville, KY 42431, Attn: SDC.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor, French-
burg Southern Baptist Church,
Frenchburg, Ky. Please send resu-
mé with a DVD, CD or tape of recent
sermons to: Pastor Search Commit-
tee, Frenchburg Baptist Church, 298
Hwy. 36,Frenchburg, KY 40322-8118.

SEEKING: A Spirit-led, highly moti-
vated individual for minister of mu-
sic at a growing Southern Baptist
church. Send resumé to First Baptist
Church, PO Box 327, Paris, KY 40362,
Attn: Music Committee.

SEEKING: Bivocational music/
youth minister for Wirigo Baptist
Church. Parsonage provided. Contact
Scott Solowey, soloweys@bellsouth.
net; or (270) 247-0405.

SEEKING: Worship leader/mlmster
of music. Younger’s Creek Baptist
Church in Elizabethtown, Ky., is ac-
tively seeking a bivocational minis-
ter to lead worship and choir min-
istries. We are an excellent opportu-
nity for someone looking to minister
in a truly blended worship setting. If
interested, please send resumés to:
Search Team, 251 Younger’s Creek
Road, Elizabethtown, KY 42701.

SEEKING: Full-time director of
youth ministries for Gardenside Bap-
tist Church. For information, visit w
ww.gardensidebaptist.com.

SERVICES: Relocating? Let the pro-
fessionals at Apex & Robert E. Lee
take care of the move for you. Call
(800) 766-1902; or e-mail Janet _]OIIES

' @apex-moving.net.
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‘The shred chaplain.

NAMB resort missionary shares Christ
on the slopes of Mont.’s Big Sky country

By Mickey Noah
SBC North American Mission Board

Big Sky, Mont.—Because his mis-
sion field is based in Big Sky, Mont.,
where Lone Mountain stretches
11,000 feet high, Brad Lartigue re-
ports to work every day sky-high—
geographically and spiritually.

For 20 years, Lartigue has served
as a Southern Baptist North Ameri-
can Mission Board missionary—the
last 17 as a resort missionary in Big
Sky during the ski season in winter
and at Yellowstone National Park
in summer. Big Sky is nestled near
three interconnected mountains,
high in Montana’s Gallatin Nation-
al Forest.

“My place of work is basically the
outdoors,” Lartigue said. “Our sanc-
tuary is in the mountains that rise
above us, among the trees and the
animals that God has created. That’s
where worship happens for us.

“I believe that my area of special
ministries in resort and leisure set-
tings is a good place to present the
gospel to people,” he said. “After all,
our Lord Jesus Christ gave us the ex-
ample and foundation for minister-
ing to people outside the walls of
the church.

“Jesus spoke to the multitudes
from the bow of a boat, from the
mountainsides, in the gardens, in
the marketplaces,” Lartigue con-
tinued. “He met people where they
were, in times of work and play.”

Lartigue skis, boards, preaches

Supported and commissioned by
NAMB and the Montana Southern
Baptist Convention, Lartigue leads
worship services and campfire devo-
tionals, marries couples, dedicates
babies and even conducts funer-
al services on the powdery snow of
Big Sky. Many of the tourists he wit-
nesses to are people who have no in-
terest in attending a brick-and-mor-
tar church.

During the peak ski season—be-
tween Thanksgiving and Easter—
some 5,000-6,000 people come to Big
Sky each day to challenge the world-
class ski slopes that are blanketed by
400 inches of new snow each year.

“Every Sunday when I ride the
chairlift going up the mountain to
do my worship service, I meet people
who have no intention of going to
a worship service,” Lartigue said. “I
think it means a lot to people to see
a minister snowboarding, skiing or
cross-country skiing who takes the
effort to hone these skills to meet
people where they are,” he said.

Citing the Apostle Paul’s admoni-
tion to “be all things to all people so
that we might reach some,” Lartigue
recently invited a couple of young
men on college break to his worship
service. “They saw me on my snow-
board and said, ‘Oh, you're the shred
chaplain.”” Shredding is ski slang for
snowboarding.

“I think God gives us passions
in our lives that drive us to do the
things we do,” Lartigue continued.
“God has given me the passion to
snowboard, cross-country ski and go
backpacking in the wilderness.
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“People come here to relax, rest
and be rejuvenated. And what bet-
ter place to do ministry than a place
where people can be inspired? God
and His creation are inspiring.”

The crystal blue skies and frosty
air of Big Sky is a long way from the
sultry summers of Lake Charles, La,
where Lartigue was born and raised.

He said he grew up in a Christian
home in the bayou town in the heart
of southwest Louisiana’s Cajun coun-
try, where his father serves as pastor
of a Southern Baptist church.

With a French surname and fam-
ily bloodlines of African American,
Cherokee and Italian, Lartigue said
he is proud of his heritage. One of
five children, he accepted Christ at
age 14.

Resort ministry is lifelong calling

Always interested in adventure
and public service, Lartigue was ac-
tive in the Baptist Student Union
at McNeese State University in Lake
Charles. He said he cut his missions
“teeth” in college, serving as a sum-
mer missionary on Hawaii’s Big Is-
land and as a US/C2 resort mission-
ary at Taos Ski Valley in New Mexi-
co.

After graduating from McNeese
State, he attended Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary in
Fort Worth, Texas, where he earned
a master’s degree in religious educa-
tion and church recreation. In 1990,
he accepted a career missionary po-
sition at Big Sky and Yellowstone
National Park from NAMB and the
Montana Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. He’s been there ever since.

“When people think of Big Sky
or Yellowstone National Park, they
think of the beauty and what a pris-
tine place it is,” Lartiguesaid. “But
people don’t realize that behind
the scenes, there are hurting peo-
ple—people very much disillusioned
about who God is. I come across al-
coholics, those into drugs, the (sexu-
ally) promiscuous, those whose lives
need to change.”

As with any Southern Baptist pas-
tor, Sunday is a long and busy work-
day for Lartigue.

“Iam part of three worship servic-
es on Sundays,” he said. “I begin the
day with an outdoor worship service
at 9:30 a.m. at the Moonlight Basin
Ski Resort. Then I drive back down
to the Big Sky Christian Fellowship
worship at 11 a.m., and back up to
Mountain Village to conduct the
skier/snowboarder worship service
in the snow at 1:30 p.m.,” Brad said.

After a few hours of skiing or
snowboarding, he closes the day by
directing a youth ministry for junior
high students on Sunday nights.
He also is active in Yellowstone
Innovator/park employee worship in
campgrounds, hotel worship servic-
es and home Bible studies.

Mentoring other missionaries

During summer, he shifts the fo-
cus of his ministry to Yellowstone—
about 50 miles away—where he su-
pervises college and seminary vol-

unteers called Innovators, full-time

CHAPLAIN & EMT When esorf missionary Brad Lartigue is not ministe.

-
ring in Big Sky,

Mont., or in Yellowstone National Park, he serves as a firefighter, chaplain and certi-
fied emergency medical technician for the Big Sky Volunteer Fire Department. (Photo

by Roger Mathis)

summer missionaries appointed by
NAMB and sponsored by First Bap-
tist Church of West Yellowstone. In-
novators work full-time alongside
park employees in a secular environ-
ment, sharing their faith in Christ
through lifestyle evangelism, Bible
studies, hiking, backpacking and
one-to-one witnessing.

In October, Brad is a swimming
instructor and coach for the local el-
ementary school, and a lifeguard in-
structor in Bozeman, about 45 miles
north. With Thanksgiving comes
the return of ski season.

Year-round, Lartigue works as a
firefighter and chaplain for Big Sky
Volunteer Fire Department. He also
is a certified emergency medical
technician, CPR instructor and vol-
unteer for the Big Sky Ski Patrol.

Dean Hall of Helena, Mont., is
a fellow EMT on the Big Sky Ski Pa-

, trol team. s e

“I've known (Lartigue) for five or
six years now,” Hall said. “He’s a min-
ister, a youth minister, a resort min-
ister. He’s a very well trained EMT.
He’s well respected and a wonderful,
kind, gentle man. The kids love him.
... I think all resorts need somebody
like him,” Hall continued. “Brad
is an anchoring force and some of
these young people need that.”

Lartigue said he would not be
able to focus entirely on Christian
service without support from South-
ern Baptists, especially those con-
tributing to the Annie Armstrong
Easter Offering for North American
Missions.

“This offering ... offers so many
different opportunities that we will
never, ever see the results until we're
in heaven,” he said. “I feel privileged
... (to) focus on ministry and not wor-
ry about how I'm going to sustain
myself.” o Loz
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