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Casino bill ‘dead’;
Ky. Baptist leaders

applaud opposition

By Drew Nichter
News Director

Frankfort—Failing to find
enough support among state
legislators, Gov. Steve Beshear
admitted defeat on his pro-
posed expanded gambling bill
that would have allowed casi-
nos in Kentucky.

With only a few days remain-
ing in the 2008 state legislative
session, Beshear announced at
a March 27 news conference
that he and other House dem-
ocrats had not been able to gar-
ner enough votes to pass the bill
out of the House of Representa-
tives and send it to the state
Senate. :

“For this session, I would say
itis dead,” he conceded.

- At stake was a constitution-
al amendment that would have.
‘brought as many as nine casi-
nos to Kentucky, five of which
would have been built at the
state’s horse racing tracks. The
bill required the support of

~ at least 60 House merabers to
pass, a number which Beshear
said he was unlikely to get. He
added that passage of the bill
“turned out to be a lot harder
than I think anybody thought
it would.”

The announcement was cer-
tainly a setback for the new gov-
ernor who ran last year on the
platform of bringing casino
[ See Leaders urge ... Page 8

State missions offering tops $1

By Dannah Prather
Partnerships Editor

Louisville—Kentucky Baptists
have given a record amount of
money to the Eliza Broadus Offer-
ing that supports missions in the
commonwealth.

Last week, Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention and Kentucky Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union leaders announced
that, for the first time in the offer-
ing’s history, contributions have ex-
ceded $1 million. The current tally is
more than $1.05 million. The cut-off
date for the 2007-08 offering is Aug.
31, which means the total may reach
as high as $1.1 million.

“Eliza is a millionaire,” exclaimed
Joy Bolton, Kentucky WMU executive
director, speaking to WMU members
and guests attending the group’s
annual meeting in Bardstown. “As
many of you know, that’s been a
dream for a long time.”

The 2006-07 offering, the first
with a publicized $1 million goal,
topped out at nearly $993,000, ex-
ceding the previous record of more
than $888,000 set in 2004-05. The
2005-06 offering fell short of its stat-
ed goal by more than $23,000, pri-

‘Walk Worthy’

REMEMBRANCES Members of Kentucky Woman’s Missionary Union an

d guests listen as a Southern Baptist missionary shares

stories from 25 years serving in Africa and the Middle East. Last week’s WMU annual meeting held at Parkway Baptist Church in
Bardstown drew about 700 people. (Photos by Dannah Prather)

WMU meeting format changes but missions remains the focus

By Dannah Prather
Partnerships Editor

Bardstown—This year’s annual
meeting of Kentucky Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union included hands-on
ministry, a history-making celebra-
tion and heartfelt words from mis-
sionaries serving in the common-
wealth, Costa Rica and areas of the
world so closed to the gospel, it is
risky to name the countries in print.

marily because of post-Hurricane Ka-
trina relief efforts. :

The lion’s share of the offering is
used for evangelism and missions,
including efforts to share the gospel
and start congregations in non-Eng-
lish-speaking communities, on col-
lege campuses, in high-poverty areas
or in communities where few people
attend traditional churches.

Kentucky Baptists’ generosity
“means additional ministries can
be funded,” Bolton said. Projects will
include Crossover Louisville, a series
of evangelistic efforts scheduled for
the weekend prior to the Southern
Baptist Convention annual meeting
in Louisville June 23-24, 2009.

Another focus for funds, accord-
ing to KBC President Bill Henard,
will be to help smaller Kentucky
congregations host vacation Bible
schools.

“If you were to list all the ways
that people come to Christ and put
them together as events, I would
think that VBS ... is probably the pri-

" mary way,” Henard noted.

Collegiate ministries also may
benefit from additional funds, He-
nard said. Sharing Christ with col-

The ministry projects, and ab-
sence of hundreds of Girls in Ac-
tion and Children in Action to close
the event, changed the meeting’s
format, but the focus remained on
sharing the gospel in word and deed
at home and far away.

“Sisterhood,” a drama ministry
based in Kentucky, illustrated the
meeting’s theme based on Colos-
sians 1:10: “Walk worthy of the Lord,

million for first time in history

fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in
every good work, and increasing in
the knowledge of God.” Performers
portrayed “worthy” women of the
Bible including Sarah, the wife of
Abraham; the Samaritan woman at
the well mentioned in the Gospel of
John; and the wives of Noah’s sons,
Ham, Shem and Japheth.

During the business session of
1 See WMU explores Page 3

TIME TO CELEBRATE With fireworks projecting from a Power Point display, Kentucky
Woman'’s Missionary Union members and guests react to news that, for the first time,
Kentucky Baptists have given more than $1 million to the Eliza Broadus Offering for
state missions. The announcement was made at Kentucky WMU'’s annual meeting last

week in Bardstown.

lege students, and helping them
grow in their faith, has rewards be-
yond today, he added. Campus min-
istries have “a part in empowering
those students to get on the mis-
sion field.”

Henard, pastor of Porter Memori-
al Baptist Church in Lexington, said
the Broadus offering “allows us to do

more than what we’re doing solely
through the Cooperative Program.”
Broadus led the effort to create
an offering for missions in Kentucky.
In 1913, the first offering was orga-
nized. In 1976, the annual season of
giving was named for Broadus.
News Director Drew Nichter contributed to
this story.

’
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CBF receives gift
of $1 million from
anonymous donor

Atlanta (ABP)—The
Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship has received
an anonymous gift of
$1 million for funding
“micro-finance” loans
in poor countries and
other CBF ministries.

Daniel Vestal,
the Baptist group’s
executive coordinator,
announced the gift
March 20.

“Itis humbling and
encouraging thata
donor would entrust
the Fellowship with
this kind of gift,” Vestal
noted. “We are excited
to be able to put these
new resources to work
in fulfilling our vision
of being the presence
of Christ among the
most neglected. Lives

will be forever changed || &%

because of this gift.”

Half of the million-
dollar gift will be
used for a new finance
initiative coordinated
through the CBF
Foundation. The group
is currently conducting
due-diligence research
on creating a fund
designed to give the
organization and its
partner churches and
ministries a way to
invest funds in micro-
finance banks around
the globe.

Micro-finance banks
lend small amounts
of money to people in
developing countries as
start-up funds for small
businesses.

The anonymous
donor designated the
other $500,000 of the
gift for a number of
Fellowship-supported
ministries, including
equipping CBF field
personnel with
computers, supporting
missions opportunities
for undergraduate
students, and care and
wellness programs for
missionaries.

Baptist Covenant Ieaders set 2011 meeting - yuge dis

By Robert Marus
Associated Baptist Press

Atlanta (ABP)—Organizers of the
recent New Baptist Covenant cele-
bration are recommending a repeat
of the historic pan-Baptist event in
2011, but not a new denomination
or other permanent organization.

The event drew an estimated
15,000 Baptists from across denom-
inational, ethnic and ideological
lines to Atlanta Jan. 30-Feb. 1, for
fellowship, worship and discussion
about cooperation on evangelism
and other areas about which they
can agree.

The meeting was spearheaded by
Jimmy Carter and endorsed by the
other living Baptist ex-president,
Bill Clinton. Critics alleged it was a
thinly veiled attempt to stir up Bap-
tist support for Democratic candi-
dates in an election year. The event
largely avoided partisan overtones
and included prominent Repu 1can
«sgealssegs as'well. :
Cal:tkiw-"?o{;ercer ty<Pres-
ident Bill Underwoode and«btler
event planners released a statement
March 19, from a follow-up meeting
held the previous week at the Cart-
er Center in Atlanta. The document

o
.a; A

said that about 70 Baptist leaders

from the groups represented at the
meeting decided to repeat the event
in three years “in the historic Baptist
pattern of triennial meetings.”

The leaders also vowed to “be as
active as possible during the inter-
vening years. " They said they would
expand the C’ovenant S steenng com‘
mittee from its orlglnal five mem-
bers to “about a dozen” in an effort
to engage a more diverse set of Bap-

LOOK TO THE FUTURE Former Preéideﬁt Jimmy Carter addresses theaopenir'rg» session
of the New Baptist Covenant Celebration in Atlanta in January. Organizers of this year's
event have announced that they will meet again in 2011. (BP photo by Cat Norman)

tists, including more > young people
‘andwomen
e. statement - mentloned the

‘&iGndl-New-Baptist €ovenant avént:

next year, but did not say ifithat decl—_. )

sion was final.

The organizers and other invited
leaders “reconfirmed” their earlier
decision not to form a separate per-
manent organization or denomina-
tional group under the guidance of
the New Baptist Covenant.

The statement noted that the or-
ganizers will seek expert advice on
“how we can assist actively in such
major, social, 1ssues as, global warm-
ing, h@alt.h care, , poverty, -eriminal
justice, human rights, religious lib-
erty, elimination of nuclear weap-
ons, and peace in the Middle East

of;qo(;uenagg severéb i‘e— :

and elsewhere.”

The document also 1ncluded a
list of suggestions for specific action
items and projects compiled from

-feedback by participants in the cele-

brationz i encqurdged: (Iddal (-
gregations to worle with othér Bap-
tist churches and organizations in-
volved in the celebration as they
felt led.

The suggested projects includ-
ed enhanced giving to the cooper-
ating denominations’ mission agen-
cies, finding ways to minister to pris-
oners, working for fair tax policies,
offering regular joint worship op-
portunities ‘with.loeal:.churches.-of
different ethnie, groups,working
toward reducing the abortion rate,
and making churches more environ-
mentally responsible.

Tests reveal Mohler’s tumor is not cancerous

Louisville (ABP)—A tumor re-
moved from the colon of Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary Presi-
dent Albert Mohler has proved not
to be cancerous, according to a semi-
nary news release:

" Mohler had surgery March 200

remove ‘thé ‘mass.” Doctors- discov-
ered it during a routine colonoscopy
in February. They said they thought
the tumor was pre-cancerous,
according to previous statements
from the school. A patholggical test
confirmed the initial diagnosis.
Mohler earlier announced he
would be a candidate for the presi-
dency of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention at its annual meeting in

June, but bowed out of the race Feb.
14 when he announced his need for
surgery. Three other candidates have
already declared their intentions to
be nominated—Frank Cox, pastor of
Notth Metro First Baptist Church i in
Lawrenceville, Ga.; Wiley Drake, pas-
tor'of First Southern Baptist Church
in Buena Park, Calif;; and Bill Wag-
ner, president of Olivet University In-
ternational in San Francisco.

Mohler said he is “very thank-
ful” for the outcome. “As it turns
out, this is a tumor that turns ma-
lignant 100 percent of the time, but
was found before it had turned,” he
said in a statement.

Speaking before a chapel service

at Southern Seminary March 20,
Mohler told students and faculty, “I
am now a walking infomercial for all
the medical tests. We are. Jdvmg 1 3‘1
age by Gods prov1dence nw E,l
we haVe been glven mcredlble op—
portunltles ‘and incredible services
by medical technology and medical
personnel which can make a huge
difference.”

Mohler went through a similar
surgery in December 2006. That sur=
gery was complicated by blood clots
that formed in his lungs. =

Mohler said he is slowly work:
ing his way back into his presiden-
tial duties.

With additional reporting by Baptist Press

Imprisoned Baptist pastor released in Azerbaijan

Baku, Azerbaijan (ABP)—An Azer-
baijani Baptist pastor imprisoned
on what his supporters have called
trumped-up charges has been re-
leased, according to the Baptist
World Alliance.

Zaur Balaev was freed from a
prison in Baku, the former Soviet
republic’s capital, March 19, after a
pardon from Azerbaijani President
Heydar Aliyev.

According to BWA, a worldwide
umbrella organization for nation-
al and regional Baptist denomina-
tions, that organization, the Euro-
pean Baptist Federation and former
President Jimmy Carter all lobbied
Aliyev for the pastor’s release.

“Baptists from all over the world

rejoice in God’s answer to our
prayers for the release of our broth-
er, Zaur Balaev,” BWA General Secre-
tary Neville Callam said in a state-
ment. “His patience in  suffering
and courage in the midst of trial has
provided for us a splendid example
of discipleship in the modern world.
We look forward to giving him a
platform to talk to Baptists about
his faith and his experience.”
Balaev was arrested in May 2007

after police raided his church in the" -

remote northwestern town. of Ali-
abad. He-was charged with assault:
ing five policemen and damaging a
police car in the process. But both
members of his church—made up

of ethnic Georgians—and other non- -

Christian locals said Balaev did not
resist the arrest:

Ilya Zenchenko, president of the
Baptist Union of Azerbaijan, was
quoted by the Forum 18 news ser-
vice as rejoicing in his colleague’s
release, but saying that “there is a
lot more work still to be done to
defend religious freedom in Azer-
baijan.”

The nation, wedged between
Russia, Iran, Armenia, Georgia: ﬂnd‘«
‘the Caspian Sea, is overwhelmmg

Iy ‘Muslim. ‘However; according'to"
v the U.S: State-Deparment’s'2007 re: -

port on interniational human'right's

~Azerbaijan’s ‘governmerit- controls’
theregistration and operation of its

houses of worshlp

'f» 1n Us. Dlstnct C in
Wortfz iudge John Mcﬁrjﬁé ;11,51—

- misse

" lawsuit against
Baptlst seminary

» " Fort Worth, Texas (BP)—A fed-
eral judge has ruled in favor of
“Southwestern ' Baptlst Theolog-
“ical Semlnary in Fort Worth ;
Texas, and President Palge Pat :
terson in a lawsuit brought by a
former-theology professor;whoi
clalmed she was wrongly, dis-

/ mlssed from a tenure-track po-,,

_Sition because she is a woman.

.. ‘Sheri Klouda filed the feder

“'al employment lawsuit alleglng
_breach of contract, fraud and
related claims Iast March seek—
mg unspeaﬁed damages

In'a ruhng ﬁleq Ma cj;x 20

in, Fort,

“all "of her @ﬂlege
" tions ‘against aefendapts and
_ordered Klouda fo" cover. the
plamtlffs court costs.. :
Followmg the. ruhng, Pat-
terson released a statement

o8 0 Mk %ﬁ&‘%ﬂ;

atxtu

i host of eo g Bﬂn
“of the court pHcafi
“for' all of otir 1h§b,g} i %t QB%
churches.”

Meanwhile, Klouda’s attor-
ney Gary Richardson said, “No
one questions the fact thatit’sa
tough call. History is, of course,
agamst us. We knew th.at, and,‘
“we belteve thls ca.se has e,nt
And most likely we will m

”th ﬁedis”()ntoa eal by ”‘3\ m‘

Rlcflardéon sal e b{efl5
new laws are needed 1f an en-
tity can violate someone’s civil
rights and constitutional rights
and not be held responsible ...
and then hide behind doctrlnal
positions to Justlfy s

Attorneys for gorpth\q/ggs mh
Semlnary had j:ll'gHF d, "}f’mﬁ
court 9hald moj Jurisdicti S

adsé"Kouda’s, tenhur
~"{ald 'on constitritionally protect-
“ed religious grounds.
Klouda earned a Ph.D. at

“Southwestern in. 2002 and was’ -

“elected by the trustees to a ten-
ure-track posmon She left the
. ‘se‘xwmty in 2006 and now
* teaches &t Taylor Umversnty in
- Upland, Ind.. Ry
>~ In the lawsuit, Klouda
claimed that Patterson assured
her “personally and specifical-
ly” that her position was se-
cure.
Patterson has stated that the
seminary’s” policy prohibiting

women from teaching theology

to-men is drawn from its desire-
to “model the, lgcal- church.”
The Southern’Baptist Conven-
tion’s Baptist Faith and Mes-
sage 2000 states that the role of
sem@-@astor in local churches
is hnﬁ‘@ﬁm men. Patterson, ac-
@ordlng‘b the suit, believes the
.*’:same standard should apply to

,‘;’ﬁ%semlnary

o Klouda’s case became wide-
lly known after a news story ap-
peared in the Dallas Mormng,

'\ News-inl Jantiary of last year fol-
" lowing her'denial of tenure. The' o

“story sterrhned “from comm

uol

'Klouda s }fe‘\n_nure démgl

" of ! ‘Baptist | bloggers decryarél\g
tasd
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the meeting, held at Parkway Bap- Louisville—Kentucky
tist Church in Bardstown, members ¥ Baptlst_ Con\_lermon
re-elected for a third term Pat Reaves . Executive Director
of Louisville as president, Sandra Bill Macl;eyhas beer}
Duguid of Hopkinsville as vice pres- E(;sspliizllllzazcslte;tn Baptist
p

ident, and Cheryl Hatfield of Willis-
burg as recording secretary.

Missionaries share testimonies

Kentucky natives Ken and Beth
were commissioned to the African
mission field in 1984. Today, they
serve in North Africa and the Mid-
dle East.

Ken told WMU members and
guests that in 24 years of service, he,
Beth and their children have moved
26 times and learned four languag-
es. They have served in countries
where political unrest is the norm
and racial tensions go far beyond
what is experienced in the US.

Adapting to different cultures
and climates, battling disease, in-
sects and other challenges, the cou-
ple persevered even after one of
their sons died of an asthma attack
as‘théysetved in Afrida. = 7

"Adding to their griefwas the loss,
by death or flight, of nearly all of one
country’s professing Christians dur-
ing a time of intense persecution.
“We began with 150 and ended with
four,” Ken recalled.

From there, he said, the couple
purposefully began seeking believ-
ers in persecution, and asking, “God,
do you kniow what you're doing?”

Ken'said, they met believers.un-
der daily scrutiny and pressure to
renounce their faith, yet “they beg
us, ‘don’t pray for the persecution
to cease.”

Ken explained, “The No. 1 cause
of persecution in the world today is
people coming to Jesus.” Instead of
relief, the Christian minority asks
for prayers .that they might stand
strong under the abuse.

'Kép“g oncluded his message say-
ing, “WMU, please know you are
paying us too much.” He described
a scene in one African region where
a group of people came to Ken and
Beth saying, “We heard a rumor

SISTERHOGD '(CIm:kwise from above) Sisters Sandra Hartlieb, Peggy Young and

Nora Pritchett used drama and interpretive movement to explore the theme “Walk
Worthy” at this year's WMU annual meeting. Hartlieb portrays the Samaritan woman
at the well who heard about “living water” from Jesus. As Sarah, wife of Abraham,
Young laughs at the idea of having a baby so late in life. Pritchett interprets a song for
WMU members and guests. (Photos by Dannah Prather)

that you brought God to our coun-
try. Would you come and bring God
to our village?” The joy of sharing
Christ with people who have never
heard the gospel before is compensa-
tion enough, Kemx declared. ++t> 5110

“What have we done to deserve
such joy?” he asked.

Gary and Sis Tufts, Southern Bap-
tist missionaries to Costa Rica, said
they are grieving for their home of
23 years now that they are back in
the US. for a threeyear stateside
assignment.

“We're thankful for all you've
done,” Gary Tufts told Kentucky
WMU, “but the task isn’t done.
There are 244 unreached people
groups in our region” between Mexi-
co and Panama. Multiply that figure
by 11 international missionary re-
gions and it is evident, “there’s a lost

HANDS-ON HELP Rachel Crump of Vine Hill Béptist Church in Clairmont.labels one bf‘hundreds of plastic bags filled with personal

world out there,” he noted.

To ensure that every person on
earth has the opportunity to ac-
cept Christ as their savior, Tufts
challenged those gathered ‘at Park-
way Baptist to'tell ‘God, “I'll'go atiy-
where, anytime and do anything you
tell me to.”

Kentucky Baptists have several
options in response to that prayer
including teaching English to South
Korean children and teens July 31-
Aug. 17. Last year, nine Kentucky Bap-
tists led a series of language camps
in South Korea, using Bible stories
as the foundation of the curricu-
lum. Members of the team report-
ed on their experiences at the annu-
al meeting. To learn more about the
language camps, visit WMU’s Web
site, www.kywmu.org, or call (866)
489-3534.

care jtems that will be given to people in need from Kentucky Baptist Disaster Relief volunteers. WMU members brought donations
with them to the annual meeting. Volunteers sorted them during the first session of the meeting so the kits could be assembled that
afternoon. According to Karen Smith, a member of Pleasant Grove Baptist Church WMU in Shepherdsville, it didn’t take long for
the women and other volunteers to assemble between 450 and 500 kits. Additional donations were collected for Jefferson Street
Baptist Center in' Louisville and Baptist Nursing Fellowship’s Baby Boot Camp ministry. Additionally, 50 women prayerwalked eight
Bardstown-area schools as part of the first hands-on missions projects organized in conjunction with the annual meeting.

Another option is MissionsFEST
at Boones Creek Baptist Association
April 26-May 3. Kentucky Baptists
will welcome volunteers from other
states and undertake a series of com-
murity projects including improve-
ments to the association’s camp.

According to associational clerk
Twyla Sheffield, a barber and/or
hairdresser is needed, as well as vol-
unteers who can speak English and
Spanish. Additional volunteers also
are needed for general labor. For de-
tails, contact the association at (859)
744-0037.

Executive director’s report

“Today, first and foremost, we
want to have a celebration,” de-
clared Kentucky WMU Executive Di-
rector Joy Bolton as she announced
that Kentucky Baptists exceded the
$1 million goal for the 2007-08 Eliza
Broadus Offering for state missions.
(See story on page 1.)

Another celebration was the de-
mise of proposed legislation in this
year’s Kentucky General Assembly
related to casino gambling.

Bolton and other Kentucky Bap-
tist women joined fellow believers
in publicly denouncing the plan be-
cause of the ill effects gambling has
on individuals and families.

“We prayed. We wrote letters. We
showed up” at the capitol, she said.

In an effort to keep Kentucky Bap-
tists informed about the work of
WMU, Bolton encouraged members
to visit the organization’s page on
Facebook.com and to read Bolton’s
personal weblog and additional
blogs about missions and news, in-
cluding prayer needs in South Ko-
rea.

Absent from this year’s meeting
was a Saturday event for Girls in Ac-
tion and Children in Action. Accord-
ing to Kentucky WMU Associate Ex-
ecutive Director Brenda Price, lead-
ers decided not to have the chil-
dren’s event, in part, because of the
strain it places on the host church’s
resources.

Louisville since March
13 due to an intestinal
bacterial imbalance.
He is expected to be
in the hospital for
several more days with
additional home rest to
follow.

‘Mackey is not
receiving visitors
at the hospital,
but expressions of
encouragement can be
sent via the Kentucky
Baptist Convention, P.O.
Box 43433, Louisville,
KY 40253.

bW b et adrdadiicg

More WMU news
will be in next
week’s edition
of the Western
Recorder
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What obedience looks like

By Erich Bridges

Mexico City (BP)—Warren Hunter
used to drink—"“real bad,” as he de-
scribes it.

Who better to pray over a con-

cross and follow Me.’

“It’s about obedience.”

Two months after walking the
aisle at church to rededicate his
life to Christ, Hunter said the Lord

cerned father and his “checked me out” on
young adult son strug- EADRYME3:8]1]B the issue of obedience.

gling with alcohol ad-
diction in the heart of Mexico City?

“I can relate to this man and his
son because I used to be alcoholic,”
said Hunter, a volunteer from First
Baptist Church of Gray Gables in
Callahan, Fla. “I know how bad it
can be.”

He also knows how good it can be
when you take the gospel into the
streets of a city of 28 million peo-
ple, fewer than 2 percent of whom
know Jesus Christ as Savior. Hunt-
er and 12 other Gray Gables volun-
teers traveled to Mexico City in Feb-
ruary to help Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries and Pastor Arturo, a Mex-
ican Baptist house church leader,
evangelize part of the sprawling
metropolis.

In less than a week, they distrib-
uted 6,070 copies of John’s Gospel.
They visited door to door, fed the
homeless and shared Christ with
adults, youth, kids, drug addicts—
even members of the blzarre ‘Holy
Death” cult.

“I've been in cubbyhole apart-
ments. I've knelt down with peo-
ple in the street and prayed for
them,” Hunter recalled just before
heading home to Florida. “The Holy
Spirit has been so strong I had chill

- bumps! It's' the 'greatest time 1’ve‘
| ever'had serving my Christ.” \

A muscular guy with a ramrod-
straight walk, Hunter sports a white
beard—the only hint that he’s push-
ing 60 years old. He has worked with
his brother for the past 40 years re-
building car and truck parts in Cal-
lahan, his hometown.

Hunter gave his heart to Jesus
when he was 12, but “I didn’t un-
derstand until about nine years ago
what it means to be a Christian,” he
admitted. “Jesus says, ‘Take up your

How? He was asked to
teach a Sunday School class. Intim-
idated by that spiritual challenge,
he turned down the offer on the
spot and headed home from church
in his pickup truck. A few miles
down the road, he pulled over and
began sobbing.

“What’s wrong?” his wife asked.

“The Lord wants me to teach
that Sunday School class,” he re-
plied through his tears.

Hunter obeyed—and it trans-
formed his life. He has since served
in a variety of ministries, including
several U.S. mission projects. The
Mexico City visit was his first inter-
national mission trip, but the jour-
ney began with that first simple
step of obedience.

“If T hadn’t told Him' ‘yes’ then,
I probably wouldn’t be (in Mexico)
this week,” he acknowledged.

Little acts of faith can lead to
large ones. That’s true for Hunter—
and for his church. The Mexico City
project was only the second inter-
national trip for Gray Gables mem-
bers. But Mark Tuso, the church’s
pastor and a participant in the mis-
sion effort, has high hopes for the
future. Last year they started with
a service project in Juarez, Mexi-

'co. This yedr they foctsed on sow-

ing gospel seéeds ini the hard urban
ground of Mexico City. Next year—
perhaps something even more chal-
lenging.

“We're just a small country
church. We’ve only got about 400
members,” noted Tuso, 33, a for-
mer Marine in his first full-time pas-
torate. “But this is how we're going
todoit.”

That’s the kind of spirit David
and Pam Wong, Southern Baptist
International Mission Board mis-

sionaries in Mexico City, are look-
ing for as they recruit churches

to participate in Operation' Gos= |

pel Outreach, or Operation GO for,
short. The effort is designed to mo-
bilize hundreds;of volunteers and
short-term missionaries’ each year-
to share Christ’s message door to

door in Central America and the Ca- -

ribbean.

Many Southern Baptist volun-
teers come to Mexico, but the Wongs
say that it’s hard to get church mis-
sion teams to come to the nation’s
enormous capital. Some fear crime
and violence in the city. No recent
volunteer groups have been threat-
ened, even in rough neighborhoods,
Pam said, but she spends a lot of
time on the Internet assuring ner-
vous churches that it’s OK to come.

“It’s overwhelming,” David
acknowledged. “It’s overwhelming
when you see so many in poverty,
when you see young people tak-
ing drugs in broad daylight. But we
just want to give people love, give
them a hug and show them there
is hope.”

Mexico City.desperately: needs

hope. Every month; 10,000 peoplé.

die there—most without knowing
Christ. Ultimately the city must be
won to Christ by Mexican believ-
ers, but they could use some help.
For more information on Operation
GO’s needs and opportunities, vis-
it www.macregion.org and click on
Volunteers.

What does obedience look like?
For a week in Mexico City, it looked
like Warren Hunter and his fellow
church® members, giving hope to
the hopeless.

Next time, it might look like
you.

Erich Bridges is a senior writer with the
Southern Baptist International Mission Board

What are you thinking?

The Western Recorder considers letters on
any subject for publication, provided they
don't make a personal attack. Submit by
mail, Box 43969, Loujsville, KY 40253; or
e-mail, wesrec@earthlink.net,

celebratmg Kentucky Baptlsts generosﬂv

By Billy Compton

As pastor of Severns Valley Bap-
tist Church, I received a letter with
an offering of approximately $12.
The money accompanied
a note in a child’s hand-
writing which read, “Dear
Brother Billy, I had a lem-
onade stand to make mon-
ey. I decided to give the
money to our church. My
mom asked if I was sure I
wanted to give my money
instead of buying myself
something. I told her I real-
ly wanted to give my mon-
ey so we could help more
people know about Jesus.”

I was humbled to find coins and
carefully folded dollar bills inside

the envelope. This simple letter and

sacrificial gift taught me a lesson
about generosity. It expressed a loye

for the Lord and a passion for help-.
ing people experience life transfor-

mation in Jesus Christ. It was a sacri-

ficial act deserving to be celebrated. |

A similar noble mindedness has
been demonstrated through the sac-
rificial giving of Kentucky Baptists.
The Eliza Broadus state missions of-

 fering recently exceeded $1 million..

PARTNERS IN
THE Mission

* Bill Mackey

for the first time ever.

I learned this history-making
news while attending a prayer group
when Joy Bolton, executive director
of Kentucky Woman'’s Mis-
sionary Union, joyfully de-
clared, “Praise God, Eliza
is a millionaire!” It was an
expression of thankfulness
for Kentucky Baptists’ gen-
erosity.

The contribution that
provided the tipping point
for reaching the million-
dollar goal was $81.03,
given by Oak Hill Baptist

from First Baptlst Church of Pa-

ducah. From $81.03 to $50,000, Ken-_
: tucky Baptists : made inyestments in

rescumg the penshmg and connect :
ing people to the hfe—changmg mes-.
sage, of Jesus Christ, The partnershlp ,
~ of both small and large, gifts in help; -
1ng Eliza to become a millionajre is .

a milestone worthy of celebration. -,
You ask, “Why. a_million-dollar

goal for Eliza Broadus?” Joy Bolton
would emphatically respond “There .
is a long list of Kentucky Baptist mis- .,
sion . ministries . that - depend . on

Church in Sonora. The .
largest amount given was $50,000

+ Billy Gompton is the Kentucky | Baut/sz‘

funding from the Eliza Broadus of:
fering. When you combine the dol-
lars invested from the Cooperative
Program, Annie Armstrong Easter
Offering and the Eliza Broadus of:
fering, you are providing essential
support in building bridges of min-
istry for the sake of the lost in Ken-
tucky.”

In a world that seems 1ncreasmg—
ly selfcentered, generosity pushes
against the tide. It stands opposed
to the self-serving attitudes so prev-
alent throughout ‘the fabric of soci-
ety. It has a transformational pow-
er supported by biblical truth. Gen-
erosity is to be celebrated espec1a1—

Iy when such giving is “for the sake '

of the lost in Kentucky.” The aposﬂe

Paul said, “I do all this for the sake' Af ‘
~of the,gaspel, that I may share in its

blessings” (1 Corinthians 9:23).
.-.;;+Thank you, I(entucky Baptlsts"

for the Eliza Broadus' offerlng You™*
_have demonstrated How to‘respomnd'
_when. a 7God-sized” " challenge is pre:
«sented, You are a réason for te"lebr
_ing generosity.

-Conventions executive associate.for -
. Cooperative. Program and resources.

JOGHHAL (¥ Hinaah msh
B/‘// Mackey s executive diregtor ,aﬁfne 3

-, Kentucky Baptist Convention

FINANCIAL

FORUM

‘mty“to teach ﬁnahd
ol h.}pwhen the schp‘t‘m;e 4.911@5 it
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Sound stewardship
- practices found'in
, 'blbllcal prmclples

By Duug Strader

Churches are always looking
for new ideas for financial stew
ardship; ideas
that -are . good
stewardship
_principles rath-
er than the lat-
est gimmick, be-
cause gimmicks
have a tenden-
cy to deter giving rather than
enhance it. Churches must re-
member that they should be in
the practice of deyeloping good
financial stewards through bib-
lical principles; not trying to
trying to trick their people into

giving regularly.

This list is not intended to
be the final word in good stew-
ardship practices; rather it is in-

‘tended to help you thlnk about
some posmve thmgs you can do
to help your church grow ﬁnan

cial stewards.

® Pastors need to preach on
stewardship more than once
a year (regarding time, talents

and resources).

B Pastors need to be good role
models in the area of financial

stewardship.

__ EmThe Church must use sound
financial practicés when receiv-
ing, counting, depositing and
dispersing money received from

the congregation.

mThe use of drama in the
morning worship service relat-
ed to financial stewardship can

be effective.

® Make the offering time

more worshipful.

® Make offefing @ﬁV@@

available totyoheme

Some churches have the En-
velope Service company mail
out giving envelopes to church
members monthly or quarter-
ly. This practice often increases

giving in the church,

®Make monthly financial
statements available to the con-

gregation.

m Offer quarterly testlrnonles
from laypersons during wor-

ship services.

®Mail giving . statements to
church families each quarter..,.;
_.®Find ways. for. \the, church
to say “thank you” to those who.
. .give tithes and offerlngs
. -Present same, type, Df[mld/
alugt get promotlon each year in ¢on-
| junction with the, adoptlen,o 1
., new budget. e
|.i ~mOffer money managqm ;
v‘;programs to church, members. i
= Encourage Sunday school,

A
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Single & divorced adults are
indeed worthy of God’s love

Q: If someone is over 35 years old and has never been
married, are they worthy of love? How about someone
who has been divorced or has gone through multiple
divorces? Is there a statute of limitation on love?

Such ideas drive us to be an age-defying culture with
many people trying to be younger than they actually are.

We can also be a past-denying culture
m within our churches, often not feeling

free to talk about the troubled times
we have gone through when we first step foot into a new
church or Sunday school class.

From the perspective of God—who is
Love (1 John 4:8)—all of his children were
worthy enough for Him to send his Son to
die. How did God’s Son treat people who
had experienced brokenness? John 4 tells
the story of a five-time divorcee who also
was cohabitating. How did Jesus relate to

enabling her to walk in newness of life.

ture and a hope” (Jeremiah 29:11).

for all.

Q: There is a young woman in my congregation who
attends faithfully but participates only by her physical
presence. She seems afraid to share her thoughts or
insights. I continue to try and draw her out, but she
withdraws and keeps others at a distance. How can |
help her feel a part of our church community?

There are many adults who carry a wounded child or ad-
olescent inside themselves. Too often there has been a crit-

ical voice in their lives that has be-

]3I [1] 'R littled, discounted, minimized, dis-

missed or criticized their thoughts,

ideas, feelings and desires. Eventually that external voice is

internalized and the individual will minimize, discount or
criticize her own thoughts and feelings.

I'am grateful that you notice her and want her to expe-
rience a faith community. Help her to claim Scripture that
declares she is God’s unique creation formed in the womb
by God’s loving attention. Although others—often family
members—have not regarded her, her Lord God has high-
ly regarded her.

When Jesus said, “Let the little children come,” he
acknowledged them. His actions declared that they matter.
Remind her of Christ’s actions with those whom the world
had discounted. The truth is that what a person thinks and
feels has value to God.

Your church member will benefit from genuine encour-
agement and individual counsel. Consider offering some
brief counseling with her to help her share her story. Share
Scripture that will bring truth to that story.

If she needs more intensive counseling, refer her to a
trusted resource. Also, offer her a mentor from your con-
gregation who can provide guidance and encouragement.
Healing from old wounds can be a painful process; addi-
tional support is vital —Valerie Vincent

Family Forum writers are:

David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist
Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org.

James Stillwell, minister to-singles at Immanuel Baptist Church
in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex.org.

Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in
Louisville. E-mail: dr.vincent@insightbb.com.

Scott Wigginton, associate professor of pastoral ministries and
counseling at Campbellsville University and minister
of counseling at Campbellsville Baptist Church. E-mail:
sewigginton@campbellsville.edu.

Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box

43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net,

Teacher’s letter inspires care for students

We have a copy of a letter in the Bolin family ar-
chives and although I cannot remember when I first
saw this letter, a framed copy of it now hangs on the
wall of my hstory department office. I always
glance at the letter before going out the door

GUEST

of one Eugene Bolin. Read the letter and see for your-
self:
Clinton College, Apr. 10, (18)93
Mr. Wesley Bolin—
My dear pupil.

to class for the purpose of inspiration; to in-
spire me to value the worth of each one of my
students and inspire me to care for them.
The letter was written on April 10, 1893,
to my grandfather, Wesley Lafayette Bolin, a

EDITORIAL

I am very anxious that Eugene should hear the
lecture tonight. The subject is “God’s Message to the
World.” It may do Eugene a great deal of good to
hear it. He told me he would stay at home and that
you were coming. If you can so arrange that he can

FAMILY

FORUM

her? With grace, acceptance and truth. He engaged her in a
conversation that liberated her from her past and present,

Doing an in-depth scriptural and theological analysis of
the right to remarry requires looking at New and Old Tes-
tament passages in the context of the biblical world. Many
who have done such studies point to the Christ who “makes
all things new” (Revelation 21:5) and gives everyone “a fu-

Tt is not easy to be single in a coupled world. God calls
his church to rise to the task of wrestling with these issues
in order to clearly communicate the Good News of Christ

Do an in-depth scriptural study on these subjects and
ask God to lead you to a congregation that truly affirms sin-
gle adults. In the midst of a thriving community of faith,
you will know love and will find opportunities to connect
with others using the wisdom and direction that God gives
to those who happen to find themselves unmarned w1th1n
his' férever farmly —James Stillwell oi sqod aaivig .2xadimas

student at Clinton College in Hickman Coun-
ty in far Western Kentucky. Founded in 1873
by Willis “Father” White—who served as pas- -
tor of First Baptist Church of Clinton, coun-
ty judge and moderator of West Union Baptist Associa-
tion—as an academy for young women, Clinton College
graduates often found their way to Wellesley College
in Massachusetts.

The institution later became coeducational, but
with declining enrollment, it closed in 1915. In 1893,
however, the newly-formed West Kentucky Baptist
Association had taken charge of the school and for
a time, Clinton College flourished. Amanda Melvina
Hicks, a cousin of Abraham Lincoln, both taught there
and served as president from 1880 to 1894, a remark-
able achievement for a woman at a denominational
college in Western Kentucky in the 1890s.

In the spring of 1893, President Hicks wrote the let-
ter to my grandfather. Although she sent it to him, the
missive actually concerned my Great-Uncle Eugene, a
student at Clinton College and the “character” of the
Bolin family. I grew up listening to stories my Baptist
minister father would tell about “Uncle Gene,” and de-
spite his uncle’s shenamgaps 1y father, another Wes- |
ley, had a twin brother named Eugene after his Uncle
Gene. So, my Great-Uncle Gene must have had some
qualities worthy of emulation. Either way, Mrs. Hicks
seemed to be especially concerned about the prospects

Duane Bolin

come I shall be much pleased even if you have to stay
at home. I say this because I am so much concerned
about his soul.

Your friend and teacher.

Amanda M. Hicks

A great deal of mystery surrounds this letter. I nev-
er found out if my Great-Uncle Gene made it to the lec-
ture that evening. And I never knew what the speaker
said during his lecture, “God’s Message to the World.”
There is a great deal that I do not know.

I do know, however, that here was a teacher who
cared so much for one of her students that she took
the time to write to the student’s brother—my grand-
father—asking him to make a sacrifice for the sake of
his brother. In short, the teacher wanted young Eugene
to come to the lecture because she was “so much con-
cerned about his soul.”

I don’t know if Amanda Hicks inspired Eugene to
come to the lecture, or to attend to his schooling or his
soul, but I do know that she inspires me today. She in-
spires me to care for my students more, to recognize in
them seeds of worth and even greatness.

For more information on Clinton College, see R.
.Charles. Blair’s entry, ,m The Kentucky Encyclopedla
(Lexington: University Press of Kentucky 1992 )on page
208.

Duane Bolin is a professor of history at Murray State University. He also
Is the author of “Kentucky Baptists, 1925-2000: A Story of Cooperation.”

Tips for connecting with schools, part 1

Recently, I sat in the North Bul-
litt High School gym as my son, Jor-
dan, and the rest of the school’s ju-
nior class received their senior class
rings. The students were dressed
nice; most of the girls wore dresses
and half the guys wore a
tie, but we were in a gym-
nasium. Try all you want,
it is hard to make a high
school gym anything but
a high school gym. There
were some fancy chairs
and the program was
printed in a font too small
for my aging eyes to read,
but in the midst of it all it
hit me: Where were the lo-
cal churches?

Don’t get me wrong, it was a great
ceremony. The students were excited
to be there. Parents and grandpar-
ents took pictures while some of us
who graduated from North Bullitt
years ago recognized how far the
ceremony had come.

But I couldn’t help but think
how much nicer it could have been
if someone would have offered to in-
vestin these students. If some church
would have stepped up and said, “We
want to help make this event mem-
orable.” Lest you think I am calling
out any particular church, I am not.
This scenario could be repeated at
any high school in Kentucky.

I have been trying to remember
conversations I've had about church-
es impacting their local schools, as
well as trying to recall some things
I have seen or done. So, I came up

Yours MinisTrY
CornEr

Joe Ball

with a list of ideas that have been
used to connect with students and
schools.

Do you want your baked pota-
to loaded? At Edgewood Baptist
Church in Hopkinsville, we hosted
a dinner on prom night for
my daughter, Karen, and
some of her friends. We
decorated the fellowship
hall, put together a simple
menu, had background
music and served as the
cooks and waiters. The stu-
dents paid for the meal, we
_ just provided the venue. It
takes the worry out of get-
ting reservations at a res-
taurant and arriving to
the prom on time. We also had the
opportunity to meet some students
that had never before darkened the
doors of our church.

Hitting the fence. This time of
year, baseball and softball season is
in full swing and coaches and boost-
er clubs are looking for sponsors for
those outfield fence signs. The cost
in most places is $100 to $150 per
year to promote a church or youth
ministry. It is a small investment,
but it shows that you care.

Baccalaureate services. I used to
dread this event. I knew that every
year Christian County High School
was going to call and ask our net-
work for two things: money for
greenery and volunteers to line stu-
dents up around the gym. It was a
task that gave us very little exposure
and no recognition. But looking

back on it, this was an act of service
we provided for the school. They had
a need that was unmet and we were
willing to help out. Only a couple of
us were ever asked to speak, but this
simple act of kindness was, I believe,
a sign of things to come.

Lining fields and jumping hur-
dles. I don’t know how many times
I have passed ball fields and school
tracks and seen countless volunteers
raking and lining a baseball field be-
fore a game, or pulling hurdles on
and off a track in preparation for a
meet. What a wonderful opportuni-
ty for a church to impact an athlet-
ic team and a group of parents who
can enjoy their child’s competition
without having to be concerned
with the logistics of the event.

Snow cones and face painting.
Like many Kentucky schools, Bates
Elementary School in Louisville
holds a fall festival fundraiser. For
the past few years, its neighbor, Ce-
dar Creek Baptist Church, has been
running the snow cone booth. It has
not only proven to be a simple way
for the church to help the school, it
is also a great way to connect with
students and parents. Many of you
already are serving in these same
simple ways, through face painting
and balloon animals.

I have many more ideas but am
out of space. The trick is to be cre-
ative, find a need and then meet it.
The schools are open and in need of
community involvement. It is up to
us to be part of that community.

Joe Ball, a former youth minister at Edgewood
Baptist Church in Hopkinsville, is youth
strategist for the Kentucky Baptist Convention
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ou know the COOperatlve
Ogr'am helps support...

morethan 5,100 active international missionaries réaching
than 1,100 people groups?

;han 5,100 North American missionaries including
early‘s 000 full-time funded missionaries and more than
200 long-term Mission Service Corps missionaries?

- «..annual training and inspirational events that help over
e 27:000 Kentueky:Baptists:strengthen their thurches”

...Kentucky missions programs such as Disaster
Relief, Kentucky Changers, Partnership
Missions, Appalachian Regional Ministries,
and others?

.. .the work of Baptist Campus Ministry on
nearly every Kentucky college campus
-- touching the lives of more than
23,000 students each year?

more about CP, order
far yaur church or request a speaker by visiting
www.kybaptist.org/cpmissions.
Or call us at 502-489-3374/866-489-3374.

/| Stetzer: Leadership.is key to

guiding a Gomeback Ghurch

By Drew Nichter
News Director

Bowling Green—The statistics tell
the tale: North American church-
es are stagnant or in decline. While
churches in other parts of the world
are growing in record numbers, re-
search shows that congregations in
the United States are shrinking.

“If God is still faithful, then it
must be something about us,” sug-
gested Ed Stetzer, director of LifeWay
Research.

Pastors from across Kentucky
gathered at First Baptist Church of
Bowling Green March 25, as Stetzer
led a Comeback Churches seminar,
featuring lessons from his book,
“Comeback Churches: How 300
Churches Turned Around and Yours
Can To,” which he co-authored with
pastor and church strategist, Mike
Dodson.

Encompassing several months
of study and interviews, Stetzer de-
scribed the research as a way “to
help churches come back after a de-
cline.”

“The big question is: What prin-
ciples from comeback churches
could guide pastors and churches
down the path of revitalization?”
he noted.

It was a question Matthew Per-
ry, pastor of Boone’s Creek Bap-
tist Church near Lexington, was ea-
ger to have answered. He has served
the 222-year-old congregation since
2003. He noted that following a
boom in the 1950s and ’60s which
saw the church grow to around
400 members, it declined steadily
over the next few decades. Current-
ly, the church is “growing slightly,
but we’re just a little lax in reach-
ing the community we’re in,” Perry
acknowledged.

“Change is painful”

And knowing the community
is crucial to making a comeback,
Stetzer noted. He pointed out those
churches that are either stagnant or
in decline need to reexamine their
community outreach strategies in
order to experience revitalization.
But, he added, “Most churches don’t
want to be revitalized. They want to
do the same thing, but for it to actu-
ally work.”

“Change is required, but change
is painful,” Stetzer admitted.

Part of that change, he said, is to
become a missional church and “live
like missionaries.”

Perry agreed.

“If we’re not out there trying to
do that then we’re a stereotypical
Baptist church,” he said. “I don’t

-want to turn into a club. I want to

actually turn into a place that’s salt
and light making a visible difference
in the community.”

Perry said that Boone’s Creek’s
focus in recent months has become
more outward than inward. A door-
to-door campaign Easter weekend
saw copies of the New Testament
given to nearly every home within
a one-mile radius of the church. He
also noted that many of the partic-
ipants were doing community out-
reach for the first time.

“Looking different from the
world is not our goal,” Stetzer point-
ed out, adding that the biblical com-

Ed Stetzer

mand to churches is “to look similar
and live differently.”

In order for a church to “stage a
comeback,” Stetzer explained, “the
congregation has ... to be part of
the turnaround.” But not everyone

‘needs to agree on everything, [l D

“The people have:torbéa part)but
that does not mean they have:to'be
unanimous,” he added:: 5obmo

However, when compiling the re-
search for the “Comeback Church-
es” book, Stetzer said the research
team came across an obvious paral-
lel among all of the churches: “Lead-
ership really matters.”

“Comeback leaders took the:ini-

. tiative for,change,” he said.

Norm Brock, pastor of South
Fork Baptist Church in Hodgenvﬂle,
knows first hand the importance of
leadership and a congregation in-
volved in a turnaround. In fact, the
225-year-old congregation was one
of the churches surveyed for the
book.

Brock came to South Fork in July
0f2002, ready tolead a congregatmn
which was in “erisis mode ey

“The church had to absolutely de
pend on God to keep things going,”
he noted, adding that several inter-
im preachers helped lead South Fork
through a tough stretch until Brock
was called as pastor. By that time,
the church was eager for leadership.

“They were ready for a pastor,”
Brock recalled. The church had “a
desire to really make an impact in
the community.”

With only 120 people in worship
and 90 in Sunday school, the new
pastor set an attendance goal dur-
ing his first sermon and “we’ve nev-
er looked back,” Brock declared.

These days, the church averages
360 in worship and 210 in Sunday
school. On Easter, 710 people gath-
ered for worship, the “most people
who have ever worshipped together
here at South Fork;” Brock said.

While South Fork is a glowing
example of a comeback church,
Stetzer pointed out that these types
of churches are out of the ordinary.
However, once a congregation rec-
ognizes that change is necessary, it
takes three principal “faith factors”
to spark revitalization: A renewed
belief in Jesus Christ and the mis-
sion of the church; a renewed atti-
tude for servanthood; and a more
strategic prayer effort.

“At the end of the day,” Stetzer
noted, “we have to be known as peo-
ple who live like Jesus ... showing a
transformed life of Christ.”
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Give to'God ard ‘Caesar

Love, not taxes, motivates
Kentucky Baptists to give

Planned giving for us Christians
is unique and distinct because it is
a spiritually-motivated—not a tax-
motivated—decision. However, tax
avoidance, inheritance and finan-
cial products, not bib-
lical stewardship, drive
most of the planned giv-
ing done in the United
States. As Americans, we
enjoy the most favorable
tax system in the world
in terms of encourag-
ing charitable giving.
So without question, we
should seek to maximize
the available tax benefits
in our giving. However,
we also must recognize,
at the end of the day, we shall be
held accountable for how we stew-
ard what God has entrusted to us.

It is important to remember
charitable giving in 'America pre-
ceded all ofrour; current-tax:sys-!
tems:dMamy scharitable! organiza-
tionscwere ‘created and continu-
ously funded through 'generous
outright gifts, bequests and life
income gifts before the establish-
ment of the modern federal in-
come tax in 1913, the federal estate
tax in 1917 and the federal gift tax
in 1935.

I am‘ pleased to acknowledge
those whom we:have had the priv-

Kentucky
BapTisT
Founpartion

Barry Allen

ilege of assisting have demonstrat-
ed their primary motivation to give
was not the tax savings opportuni-
ty, but the opportunity to make an
impact, to make a difference and to
be involved in changing people’s
lives in the name of Jesus Christ
through the missions and minis-
tries of the charitable or-
ganizations in which they
were involved, including
their churches.

Having said that, taxes
can and do play an impor-
tant role in the size, form
and timing of planned
gifts. Inherent in the mis-
sion of the Kentucky Bap-
tist Foundation is to facili-
- tate the giving of planned
gifts by simplifying the
process and ensuring that
each person is maximizing the tax
savings opportunities available. To
that end, the KBF makes available
to all Kentucky Baptists confiden-
tial estate and charitable gift plan-
ning consultation.

Call Laurie Valentine toll free so
she can assist you in fulfilling the
teaching of Jesus to “give to Caesar
what is Caesar’s and to God what is
God’s” (Matthew 22:21).

Barry Allen is president of the
Kentucky Baptist Foundation,

PO Box 436389, Louisville,

KY 40253, toll-free (866) 489-3533;

' www.kybaptistfoundation.org -

Go digital. Stay biblical.

Now you can get select Sunday School
curriculum digitally at LifeWayLessons.com.
Download teaching plans, learner handouts,
and in-depth commentary. Enjoy advantages
like easy access, editable content, affordability,
and no long-term commitment, while still

getting the same quality information you've

For Heaven’s Sake
You SAY YOURE UsING ANEW ) T KEEP A LARGE
VISITATION METHOR MAP WITH PINS
PREACHER? MARKING THE 7
ADDRESSES oF ()"
OUR CHURCH

MEMBERS

Church of the Covered Dish

PREACHER { WANT YoU
TO KNOW THAT 1'#M
A CHANGED MAN!
AND YOU ARE

ALL THAT PREACHING,
SINGING, TITHING,
VISITATION, AND .

RESPONSIBLE!

GREAT FOOD...

HAVE MADE ME SEE THE
LIGHT! | WANT TO JOIN

" | THE CHURCH WHEN | COME
BACK NEXT EASTER!

Mike Morgan

«e AND WHEN I'M
IN A NEIGHBORHOOD,
I VISIT ALL THE

Thom Tapp

{ DON'T KNOW
WHETHER
TO LAUGH, CRY, OR
RECRUIT HIM AS A
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Bible Crosswords

Across

1Thegreat! ___

3 Stay and chat

8 Article

10 Son of Dishan
(Genesis 36:28)

12 Son of Shemaiah
(1 Chronicles 26:7)

13 sound.  «

14 §?§d§‘; shalt thou bé with ~
mein___ " (Luke 23:43)

16 “____ paint”

17 “I see”

18 Minor prophet (abbr.)

19 Electrical abbr.

21 Linking verb

22 “___ hath good report of
all men” (3 John 12)

25 Single bill

27 Hence

28 Hospital inits.

29 Continent (abbr.)

31 Brother of Shoham
(1 Chronicles 24:27)

33 Middle Eastern crop

35 Capital of Moab

36 Exists

38 Chemical symbol for tin
(abbr.)

39 Acorn tree

40 Ooze

42 Handles clumsily

44 Grain named in Isaiah 28

46 City near Bethel

47 Commercial spelling of a
word that means facile

48 Preposition

50 Retirement acct.

51 Returning Jew from exile

come to expect from LifeWay. It's digital. It's- (Nehemiah 7:7)
versatile. And, most importantly, it’s biblical. Last week’s solution
T 2 3 J4 7 18[9 10
F HIO|N|[O|R .125 TIE|P]S F
B O|INJI HI{O|P|E|TI|H
14 15 1 7
U R|IE|S|IH|E|P|[H Al l]
18 AL
S|E|A|ILLS RIR
K
K S|I|A AlRIA
| AIN| T H 32E RIE[S|H
TIE|D e S[I|M é) N|S
S R E NIE|H
www.lifewaylessons.com ii'Llfeay ol sl als =T,
Biblical Solutions for Life - )
S|O|P|A s;I' EIR HI|E
EILLS EIRJIJTIELS
AlDIY DIE|BII]R

44

50

55

BT

55 The Holy Spirit wouldn’t let
Paul and Silas go here

58 Manna measure

59 Understanding

60 Masculine nickname

Down

1 Son of Ulla
(1 Chronicles 7:39)

2 Disfigure

3 Expresses

4 Possessive pronoun

5 Cut off

6 Preposition

7 Electronics giant (abbr.)

8 “Ir, and Hushim, the sons of
____"(1 Chronicles 7:12)

9 Memo

10 Away from (prefix)

11 “That atthe _____ of Jesus”
(Philippians 2:10)

15 Unclear

16 Used to be

20 Sky, to Simone

22 Family room

23 Dressed ____the nines

24 Eastern U.S. uNIVersity
(abbr.)

25 Minor prophet (var., abbr.)

26 Abner’s father (1 Samuel 14)

29 What a veteran is

30 Question

32 Slick or skin

33 Atop

34 Promise

37 “Of Keros, the children of
____"(Nehemiah 7:47)

38 Dir.

40 Box

41 Nation God called against
Babylon (Jeremiah 51:27)

42 “The Princess and the ____”
(classic fairytale)

43 “The border shall fetch
acompass from___”
(Numbers 34:5)

44 It may stick out on Olive Oyl

45 Son of Bela
(1 Chronicles 7:7)

49 Christmas tree

52 A city of Judah
(Joshua 15:32)

53 Minor prophet (abbr.)

54 Church denomination (abbr.)

56 Masculine pronoun

57 “____ cannot serve God and
mammon” (Matthew 6:24)

© 1999 Barbour Publishing
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Leaders urge Ky. Baptists to
‘stay vigilant’ about casinos

Continued from page 1

gambling to the commonwealth as
a way to boost the economy and re-
lieve the state’s budget shortfall.

On the flip side, Kentucky Baptist
leaders are claiming victory in the
latest round of the fight to keep ex-
panded gambling out of the state.

“Certainly, we're very pleased
with the outcome and that the bill
is dead for now,” remarked John
Chowning, chairman of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention’s Commit-
tee on Public Affairs.

Chowning, who also is vice pres-
ident of church and external rela-
tions at Campbellsville University,
commended Kentucky Baptists for
their efforts to “express their oppo-
sitions and their concerns, and to ar-
ticulate those concerns in very posi-
tive and constructive ways.”

KBC President Bill Henard echoed
Chowning’s affirmation of other
KBC leaders in helping “to mobi-
lize Kentucky Baptists like myself, to
stand for what’s right and to help de-
feat this,” he said.

“I am excited for all Kentucki-
ans,” added Henard, who is pastor
of Porter Memorial Baptist Church
in Lexington, “because expanded
gambling was not going to help us
in any way.” ‘

Chowning called the campaign
to stop gambling expansion “an ex-
traordinary coalition effort,” adding
that Kesitutky Baptisis uiiited Wwith
people of many different faiths to
voice their opposition.

Recognizing the need to step up,
the KBC passed a resolution oppos-
ing expanded gambling at its an-

nual meeting last' November. Sever-
al groups even took the fight right to
the governor’s door step, rallying in
the Capitol Rotunda. Among them
were a group led by the KBC’s Afii-
can-American Pastors’ Fellowship
and Women Against Gambling Ex-
pansion, led by Kentucky Woman’s
Missionary Union Executive Direc-
tor Joy Bolton.

Henard acknowledged that while
the governor’s casino plan may have
stalled this time, the gambling ma-
chine is unlikely to slow down.

“They’ve already invested quite a
bit of money in the state and I would
assume that they’re still going to
invest more to try to get gambhng
here,” he said.

Chowning agreed, saying that
gambling interest groups likely will
band together with the horse rac-
ing industry to continue “to raise
the banner of why they need” casi-
no gambling.

“I think they will pour money
in (and) target select legislative rac-
es that they think they can win to
elect proponents of expanded gam-
bling,” he said.

Chowning also noted that this
most recent fight against casinos is
just the latest in a long line of battles
that has continued the past 15 years.
Therefore, he encouraged Kentucky
Baptists and all expanded gambling
opponents to “stay vigilant and alert
en this issue.”

“I don’t think expanded gam-
bling is dead long term,” Chowning
said. “We can’t just say we fought the
fight and the battle is over. ... It will
come again.”

Oklahoma Baptlst

Vil E ‘RixS

Shawnee, Oklahoma

PRESIDENT

Oklahoma Baptist University invites nominations and applications for the position

of president.

OBU, founded in 1910, provides education in the traditional arts and sciences

and other disciplines to prepare students for effective leadership and service. It is
governed by a Board of Trustees which is elected by the Baptist General Convention
of Oklahoma. Ten baccalaureate degrees are offered in 82 fields of study, through
the College of Arts and Sciences, the Joe L. Ingram School of Christian Service, the
Warren M. Angell College of Fine Arts, the Paul Dickinson School of Business and
the School of Nursing. Fall 2007 headcount enrollment totaled 1,607. OBU also
offers graduate studies leading to master of business administration and master of
science in nursing degrees. Additional information about the University is available

at www.okbu.edu.

The successful candidate will have these qualifications:

® Fully committed follower of Jesus Christ who demonstrates a vibrant faith and

The Presidential Search Committee will begin the review of applications and. .
nominations in March and will continue to the time of selection. Apphcgugns @nd
nominations should be sent to Presidential Search Committee, OBU Box 61 24N

passionate witness for Christ;

Intellect, energy, and commitment to support the mission of Oklahoma Baptist

University as a Christian liberal arts institution;

An earned doctorate and significant senior level administrative experience; o2
Ability to support and enhance OBU's excellence in teaching, scholarsﬁip aﬁ& Sen’ue;

Ability to relate and communicate effectively with faculty, students, alumm stgﬁa%d
prospective students, and to represent the University to a wide variety of audiences,

especially in Oklahoma Southern Baptist churches;

Aptitude and commitment to lead fund raising efforts;

A visionary with a commitment tq and experience with effective strategic planning;

Active member of a Southern Baptist church.

500 West University, Shawnee, OK 74804.

Oklahoma Baptist University welcomes applications from qualified individuals, regardless of race,
color, sex, national origin, disability, age, or veteran status. To fulfill the mission of the University,
the office of President must be held by an active member of a Southern Baptist church.

.0y
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Sometimes I still wonder how

President ponders how faculty, staff
manage with modest compensation

There is little that happens in this minis-
try that is new to me. After 24 years of working
with boys and girls and our faculty and staff, it is
rare that something occurs that I have not expe-
rienced before. Even so, I still wonder how some
things happen.

During the next 10 days I will interview three
families who are interested in minis-
try positions here at Oneida. When
these families expressed an interest in
serving here, I either told them on the
phone, or I sent them a letter explain-
ing a little more about the Oneida min-
istry and other important information,
including compensation.

On the fourth page of that letter,
just after the paragraph explaining
the salaries of our faculty and staff—
$5,000 for faculty and $6,000 for all
of our support staff—I wrote: “If you have not al-
ready thrown this letter away, you are at the very
least wondering how anyone can survive here
financially.”

More than a few people have told me in the in-
terview that the latter was the very thought go-
ing through their minds when they read about
the compensation. Some have said that they
did think about throwing the letter away with-
out even reading the rest of it. Others have told
me they actually threw the letter away but later
were convicted to get it out of the trash and fin-
ish reading it.

All three families are fully aware of the sala-
ry being offered. I am sure they have some legit-
imate doubts about whether it is possible to live
on such a modest income. As many readers know,

Tuis 1s Oneba

we do provide housing, utilities, meals from our
dining room and health insurance, in addition to
the salary. These are very big household expenses.
I confess that when Kay and I came to Oneida in
1984, we had some of the same doubts about be-
ing able to survive financially on $4,500 for each
one of us—a total of $9,000-with three children
still at home and one in college.

The only logical conclusion Kay and I could
come up with was that if the other 120 faculty
and staff could get by with such a mod-
est salary, we could too. And we did.

Today, we have 150 faculty and staff
and the salaries are slightly higher, but
it still takes a lot of faith and adjust-
ments in the household budget to make
ends meet. The larger the family, the
more challenging it can be.

Four of the people coming to inter-
view have college degrees and are look-
ing for ministry positions in the class-
room. The other two are seeking sup-
port staff positions and are very familiar with our
ministry. In fact, the husband came to me nearly
two years ago and was very interested in serving
at OBI. But I discovered that his wife was not quite
ready to make such a dramatic commitment.
Now she is ready and eager to see if Oneida is
where God wants her family to be. Another poten-
tial faculty/staff member is an OBI graduate. She
came to Oneida with her parents when she was in
the second grade. Her parents still serve here.

Over the years I have seen folks willing to put
aside monetary gain to have an opportunity to
serve in Kingdom work. Sometimes it still causes
me to wonder just how it is possible.

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida
school org; e—mall pres:dent@one/daschool org

The Clear Creek Circle

Trustee chairman reflects on
college’s worldwide impact

Sometimes it is easy to lose
sight of just how big an impact our
work here at Clear Creek has on the
world. I was reminded of that im-
pact recently when the chairman
of our board of trustees, Tim Lang-
ford of Hickman, experienced what
he calls the “Clear Creek
Circle.”

“My wife, Karen, and I
spent a week in February
as part of a mission team
in Puerto Rico. When we
agreed to be part of this
team, I had no idea of the
Clear Creek connections
that would become evi-
dent,” Langford said.

“Our team consisted of Don
16 people from nine differ-
ent churches in two different asso-
ciations and states. Two of the team
members attend Lakeview Baptist
Church in Lake County, Tenn. Their
pastor is Darrell Morgan, a Clear
Creek graduate.

“David Mitchell, a 1979 Clear
Creek graduate, and his wife, Mar-
sha, have spent the last 22 years
in Puerto Rico as Mission Service
Corps missionaries ministering to
the deaf through Puerto Rico Deaf
Ministries,” Langford continued.

“The Mitchells also have a young
couple serving beside them, Da-
vid and Heather Ingram, who have

CLear CREEK
CHron

a faith-based ministry. David, is a
2002 Clear. Creek graduate.” They
help transport members to church,
lead Bible studies and direct youth
ministries among the deaf,

“Now, about that Clear Creek
circle and how it has impacted
me,” Langford noted. “The first
time I came to Clear Creek was in
1973 as'a part of a revival mission
team. I spent the week
in a house on Holly Hill
ICLE with Jerry Eggenburger,
a 1975 graduate. When
Jerry moved out of that
house on Holly Hill, Da-
vid and Marsha Mitch-
ell moved in. Years later
I became a Clear Creek
trustee and my love for
this special place was re-
newed. Now 38 years lat-
er, the circle was com-
pleted as my path crossed with ihe
paths of David Mitchell and David
Ingram. Clear Creek has had an im-
portant role in each of our lives.”

Please pray for David and Mar-
sha Mitchell, along with David and
Heather Ingram, as they keep that
Clear Creek Circle going by serving
the Lord faithfully as they minister
to the deaf in Puerto Rico.

Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek
Road, Pineville, KY 40977: toll-free:
(866) 340-3196; Web site: www.
ccbbc.edu; e-mail: dfox@ccbbe.edu
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Toddler’s death is first test of Oregon’s faith-healing law

By Jessica Bruder & Dana Tims
Religion News Service

Portland, Ore (RNS)—The case ofa’
15-month-old girl' who died for lack *

of medical treatment has become
the first test of a state law that dis-
allows faith healing at the expense
of a child’s life.

Ava Worthington died March 2
at home in Oregon City, Ore., from
bacterial bronchial pneumonia and
infection, according to Christopher
Young, a deputy state medical ex-
aminer. Both conditions could have
been prevented or treated with anti-
biotics, he said.

The child’s breathing was further
compromised Dy a benign cyst that

reach for the

“'had never been medically addressed
and could have been removed from

‘her neck, Young added.

The girl’s parents, Carl and Ray-
lene Worthington, surrendered to
authorities on March 28, and now
face charges of manslaughter and
criminal mistreatment. The couple
is being held on $250,000 bail and
were expected to go before a judge
March 31.

A grand jury recently chose to in-
dict the couple on those charges in
light of a 1999 law that was passed
after several faith-healing deaths of
children.

“This is the first time that they
could be taking a shot at interpret-

STaRs

10th Annual Literacy Volunteers Conference

ing the law,” said state Senate Pres-
ident Peter Courtney, who carried
the contentious bill on the Senate
floor nearly a decade ago. He said
the Worthington case is giving him
“flashbacks.”

“Kids were dying. Kids were suf-
fering,” he recalled. “Kids who have
no choice over these things.”

The Worthingtons are the first
members of the Followers of Christ,
a fundamentalist Christian denomi-
nation, to face criminal charges for
failing to seek medical treatment for
a gravely ill child.

Of dozens of children buried
since the 1950s in the Followers of
Christ Church cemetery, at least 21

April 25-26, 2008
: Cumberland Inn
649 South 10th Street

Williamsburg, KY 40769

Are you involved in literacy ministry?

If so, don’t miss this event!

’\X’orkshops . Recogmtxon Banquet *Literacy Awards *®And More -

gpy22f 2i07

Open to all literacy ministry volunteers!

$20 per participant (includes Friday banquet, and Sacurday lunch).

After April 15th, cost is $30 per participant.

For more information or to register, go to

www.kybaptist.org/literacyconference or contact Rebecca

Carnpell at 502:489-3409 or. (toll-free) 800-266-6477 ext. 3409.
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could have been saved by medical
intervention, according to a 1998
analysis by The Portland Oregonian
newspaper. None of the deaths from
that era resulted in prosecution.

According to church tradition,
when members become ill, fellow
worshippers pray and anoint them
with oil. Former members say those
who seek modern medical remedies
are ostracized by the group.

Deaths associated with the
church prompted a firestorm among
lawmakers over religious freedom,
parental rights and the state’s
responsibility to protect children.
Since the law passed in 1999, Court-
ney said, he has not heard of any cas-
es involving children who died be-
cause their parents chose prayer
over medical care. “I really thought
we’d resolved it,” he noted.

The law eliminated the state’s
“spiritual-healing defense” in cas-
es of second-degree manslaughter,
first-, and  second-degree criminal
mistreatment; and nonpayment of
child support.

At the church-owned Carus Cem-
etery, fresh earth marked the spot
where Ava was buried. Two large
memorial ribbons lay against a
fence. Adjacent to the site is a grave
marker for “Baby Boy Worthington,”
dated 2001.

Officials declined to comment on
how the boy was associated with the
family or how he might have died.

Rita Swan, president of Chil-
dren’s,Healtheare, s @l LegalyDuty;
based in Sioux City, Iowa, said she
had hoped that “changing the laws
in 1999 would change the behavior
of the Followers of Christ.”

She expressed dismay at the
thought of parents who rely on
prayer to heal children suffering
from easily treatable medical con-
ditions.

“It means ... they’re very stubborn
people who have decided it’s more
important to act out their religious
beliefs than protect the life of their
flesh-and-blood child,” she‘said.

B NATIONAL NOTES [

Courtto reconsider home schuol case. The California Court
of Appeals agreed March 25 to reconsider a decision that es-
sentially outlawed home schooling by parents who are not
certified as teachers. The court initially ruled against a child
enrolled at Sunland Christian School in Sylmar, Calif,, a pri-
vate home schooling program, and decided that parents
who home-school their children could face criminal charg-

esin California. The Home School Legal Defense Association

immediately began a petition against the decision. :

S.D. enacts ultrasound law. South Dakota Gov. Mike
Rounds signed into law last month a measure requiring a
woman seeking an abortion be given the option of viewing
an ultrasound image of her unborn baby before undergo-
. 'ing the procedure. South Dakota became the 12th state to
- adopt such legislation mandating abortion doctors offer a

| “woman the opportunity to see a sonogram of the child in

‘her'womb. Pregnancy care centers have reported dramatic

. upswings in cliénts choosing to give birth after viewing ul-

trasound images of their babies.

" School gives iPod or iPhone to freshmen. Abilene Christian
University in Texas will be the first university in the nation
-_to provide all incoming freshmen with an Apple iPhone or
.. iPod, according to school officials. The devices will be dis-
tributed beginning this fall and will allow students to re-
ceive homework alerts, answer in-class surveys and quiz-
. zes, and check their meal and account balances, along with
more than a dozen other web applications, according to
.Kevin Roberts, the school’s chief information officer. The
university is affiliated with the Churches of Christ.
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How 10

BecomE A
CHRISTIAN

By Coy Webb

Spring can be a
season of sudden
disasters. Tornadoes
and floods can strike
without warning. The
aftermath of such
tragedies can leave us
feeling hopeless.

When disaster
strikes, our greatest
need is hope that this
time of despair will
pass; hope that the
scattered debris of our
lives can be put back
together again; hope
that there is yet life.

The good news is
that God offers hope
through Jesus Christ.
The Bible tells us how
Wwe can possess such
hope.

®The beginning road
to hope is to awaken
to God’s love for you.
“For God so loved the
world that He gave His
only begotten Son that
whosoever believes in
Him shall not perish
but have everlasting
life” (John 3:16). The
whosoever means God
loves you and wants to
give'you hope: =~ "¢

®But thereis a
problem. The Bible says,
“For all have sinned”
(Romans 3:23) and “the
wages of sin is death”
(Romans 6:23). We have
each sinned and death
is the cost.

®But God has
provided a solution.
“God demonstrates His
own love for us in this:
While we were still
sinners, Christ died for
us” (Romans 5:8). Jesus
paid for our sins and
arose to give us life.

® We must respond
by receiving God’s gift
of hope. “For it is by
grace you have been
saved through faith ...
it is the gift of God”
(Ephesians 2:8-9). To
possess a gift we must
take the gift. I invite
you to personally take
God’s gift of hope by
claiming Jesus Christ as
your personal Lord and
Savior.
Coy Webb is disaster relief
associate for the Kentucky
Baptist Convention’s Baptist
Men on Mission

mBUFFALO—Buffalo Church will
hold revival services April 4-6, with
Ronnie Sivells as evangelist. Rodney
Troutman is pastor.
® CAMPBELLSVILLE—Saloma Church
will host a screening of “The Wager,”
a film based on the novel by best-sell-
ing Christian author Bill Myers, April
6, 5 p.m. For more information, call
(270) 789-0082.
u GEORGETOWN—Nicholas Wood, di-
rector of the Oxford Centre for Chris-
tianity and Culture in England, will
deliver the Georgetown College Mc-
Candless Lecture titled, “Playing
With God: Rediscovering a Theolo-
gy of Play,” April 8, 11 am., at the
school’s John L. Hill Chapel.
mGREENSBURG—Green Hill Church
will hold revival services April 2-5, 7
p.m. Marvin Janes is pastor.
Greensburg Church recently
called Blake Jessie as pastor. He pre-
viously served as associate and youth
pastor.
mHARLAN—Teetersville Church re-
cently called Roger Jordan as pastor.
mLEXINGTON—Grace Church will
hold revival services April 11-13, with
Richard Gaines, pastor of Consolidat-
ed Church in Lexington, as evange-
list. Mike Greer is interim pastor.
mLOYALL—First Church recently or-
dained Ernie Hawkins as deacon.
s MAYFIELD—High Point Church re-
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University of the Cumberlands
will host a “Principle-Centered
Leadership” program featuring
leadership expert and author
Stephen Covey, April 8, 7 p.m.,
in the O. Wayne Rollins Center.
To reserve free tickets, call (606)
539-4432.

cently called Rick Hatley as pastor.
EMOUNT VERNON—Clear Creek
Church will hold revival services
April 6-9, 7 p.m., with John Dodson as
evangelist. Kenny Queener is pastor.
mSOMERSET—High Street Church re-
cently called Ed Amundson as pas-
tor.

®m WEST VAN LEAR—West Van Lear

‘Church recently called Paul Grainger

as pastor.
mWILLISBURG—Willisburg Church
will hold revival services April 69,
7 p.m., with David Kizziah, pastor of
New Hope Church in Springfield, as
evangelist. Jay Hatfield is pastor.

KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION

@KBC CALENDAR oF EVENTS

March

28-29 Kentucky Woman’s Missionary
Union Annual Meeting, Parkway
Baptist Church, Bardstown.

29 RA Congress Region 7, Elk Spring
Valley Baptist Church, Monticello.

31 Understanding Other Beliefs,
Severns Valley Baptist Church,
Elizabethtown.

31-April 1 Welcome to Kentucky
Conference, Baptist Building,
Louisville.

April

1 Assimilation Tour, Walnut Memorial
Baptist Church, Owensboro.

1 Iron Sharpening Iron, Old Mill
restaurant, Russellville.

3-4 Drawing the Net, Baptist Building,
Louisville.

4-5 Collegiate Leadership Training
Conference, Cedarmore
Conference Center.

5 Youth Bible Drill and Speakers
Tournament, Northside Baptist
Church, Elizabethtown.

10 Assimilation Tour, Immanuel
Baptist Church, Pikeville.

15 Iron Sharpening Iron, Kentucky
Lodge, Barkley State Resort Park,
Cadiz.

17 Assimilation Tour, Central Baptist
Church, Corbin.

17 Iron Sharpening Iron, My Old
Kentucky Home State Park,
Bardstown.

18-19 4:GO, First Baptist Church,
Shelbyville.

18-19 Exalt, First Baptist Church,
Shelbyville.

18-20 All State Children’s Choir,
Cedarmore Conference Center.

21 Senior Living Celebration,
Northside Baptist Church,
Princeton.

21 Iron Sharpening Iron, Moonlite
Bar-B-Q restaurant, Owensboro.

21-22 Developing & Managing People,
Baptist Building, Louisville.

22 Assimilation Tour, First Baptist
Church, Mount Washington.

22 Senior Living Celebration,

Severns Valley Baptist Church,
Elizabethtown. ¢

24 Senior Living Celebration,
Northside Baptist Church, Mount
Vernon.

24-25 Quarterly Prayer Meeting for
Spiritual Awakening, Northside
Baptist Church, Mount Vernon.

24-26 Ministers in Transition,
Hawthorne Hotel, Louisville.

25 Children’s Bible Drill, Rose Hill
Baptist Church, Ashland, and

.~Calvary Baptist Church, Lexington.

25-26 Literacy; Missions iCorifererice,
Cumberland Inn, Williamsburg.

25-26 Women’s Missionary Unian
Resource Team Training, Baptist
Building, Louisville.

25-27 All State Children’s Choir-West,
Jonathan Creek Conference Center.

For more information, call (800) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org

, CuassiFien Aps

AVAILABLE: Ordained Southern
Baptist minister for pulpit supply,
bivocational or full-time pastorate
in central Kentucky area. Call (859)
272-7156, ask for George Bryant or
leave a message.

FOR RENT: Christian-owned ocean-
front condo in Panama City, Fla.
Great vacation spot; sleeps four;
family games and videos available.
Ask for unit B2-308. Mention this
ad and receive $100 off the weekly
rental. Call (800) 874-8823.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
youth and children. Prefer, but not
limited to, married couple. Send re-
sumé to: Search Committee, North-
side Baptist Church, PC Box 129, Sci-
ence Hill, KY 42553.

SEEKING: Worship pastor. His-
toric First Baptist Church of. Som-
erset, Ky., will begin new contem-
porary worship services this fall in
a newly renovated worship center.
These new worship opportunities
will complement the existing tra-
ditional worship services that are
vibrant and growing. The church
is seeking a dynamic worship pas-
tor for the contemporary worship
services only. The ideal candidate
would have experience in leading
worship, developing a praise band,
being a team player, and connect-
ing with the community. Interest-
ed candidates should submit a re-
sumé, DVD that presents their gift-
edness, and a cover letter indicating
their interest. The church will pro-
vide excellent compensation and
benefits including annuity, health
and life insurances. Those interest-
ed, please submit your information
by June 1 to: Dr. French Harmon, se-
nior pastor, First Baptist Church of
Somerset, 128 North Main St., Som-
erset, KY 42501.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor, French-
burg Southern Baptist Church,
Frenchburg, Ky. Please send resu-
mé with a DVD, CD or tape of recent
sermons to: Pastor Search Commit-
tee, Frenchburg Baptist Church, 298
Hwy. 36, Frenchburg, KY 40322-8118.

SEEKING: Full-time associate pas-
tor for First Baptist Church, East
Bernstadt, located one hour south
of Lexington near London, Ky. If the
Lord is leading you in this direction,
send cover letter, resumé and sala-
ry history to Associate Pastor Search
Committee, First Baptist Church, PO
Box 266, East Bernstadt, KY 40729.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
students/recreation. Red House Bap-
tist Church in Richmond, Ky. dawn
@redhousebc.com.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
youth (15-20 hours/week). Individu-
al will be responsible for planning,
coordinating, directing, evaluating,
and being personally involved in
the overall youth ministry program.
This position is well-suited for bivo-
cational commitment. For more in-
formation, call the church office at
(270) 325-3820. Please send resumés
to Buffalo Baptist Church, PO Box
40, Buffalo, KY 42716, Attn: Person-
nel Committee.

SEEKING: Part-time associate
pastorfyouth minister for Fellowship
Baptist Church in Harrodsburg, Ky.
Send resumé to Judy Gash, Fellow-
ship Baptist Church, 481 Cornish-
ville St., Harrodsburg, KY 40330.

SEEKING: Full-time director of
missions for Lawrence County Bap-
tist Association, Leoma, Tenn. Ac-
cepting resumés through April 30.
Please send resumés to: Search Com-
mittee, Lawrence County Baptist As-
sociation, 2427 Highway 43 South,
Leoma, TN 38468. :

SEEKING: Part-time music minis-
ter. If interested, please send resumé
to Great Crossing Baptist Church,
1061 Stamping Ground Road,
Georgetown, KY 40324.

SEEKING: Pianist (contemporary
and traditional). Wednesday eve-
nings, Sunday mornings and eve-
nings. Evergreen Baptist Church,
2698 Cardwell Lane, Frankfort, KY
40601, Attn: Personnel Committee.
M. Hughes, (502) 223-7166; Office
@evergreenbaptistchurch.us.

SEEKING: Full-time senior pastor
for Lancaster Baptist Church, a rapid-
ly growing Southern Baptist church
near Lexington (average Sunday at-
tendance: 500), ministering to a con-
gregation of all ages with strong par-
ticipation of young adults. LBC seeks
a pastor to lead the church in glori-
fying God by obediently making and
equipping fully devoted followers
of Christ in Central Kentucky and
throughout the world, by the power
of the Spirit. Please submit resumé
to LBC Pastor Search Team, 201 Rich-
mond St., Lancaster, KY 40444,

SEEKING: Part-time pianist for
Sunday morning services and
Wednesday evening rehearsals. Send
resumé to Grace Community Bap-
tist Church, 7300 National Turnpike,
Louisville 40214; e-mail gcbc7300
@peoplepc.com.

" SEEKING: Full-time youth minis-
ter. If you share a vision to lead teens
to faith in Christ and on to spiritu-
al maturity by any and all possible

means while maintaining a commit: .

ment to the authority of the Word
of God, then request a church pro-
file and prospect questionnaire at
drsams@cbcheart.com.You also may
send a resumé to Calhoun Baptist
Church, PO Box 283, Calhoun, KY
42327.

SEEKING: Pastor for Grant’s Lick
Baptist Church, a Conservative con-
gregation standing on God’s Word
with strong growth potential. Look-
ing for an energetic leader with
scripture-based messages. Visita-
tion, AWANA, and oufreach are vital
ministries to bring others to, Christ.
Send resumé to: Grant’s Lick Baptist
Church, 941 Clay. Ridge Road, Alex-
andria, KY 41001, Attn: Pastor Search
Committee.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Somer-
set, Ky. Please mail resumé to Pastor
Search Committee, 1685 Hwy. 3091,
Somerset, KY 42503.

SEEKING: Worship leader/minister
of music. Younger’s Creek Baptist
Church in Elizabethtown, Ky., is ac-
tively seeking a bivocational minis-
ter to lead worship and choir minis-
tries. We are an excellent opportuni-
ty for someone looking to minister
in a truly blended worship setting. If
interested, please send resumés to:
Search Team, 251 Younger’s Creek
Road, Elizabethtown, KY 42701.

SERVICES: Relocating? Let the pro-
fessionals at Apex & Robert E. Lee
take care of the move for you. Call
(800) 766-1902; or e-mail janet.jones
@apex-moving.net.

SERVICES: Christian long dis-
tance: 3.9 interstate; 4.9 in state.
No monthly service charge. Call:
(866) 587-8346 or www.lowermy
phonebill.com/pt5908.

TOURS: 'Holy Land  pilgrimage,
Nov. 12-21. Deluxe hotels; 2 buffet
meals per day; all entrance fees; 1/
trip air from Nashville or Atlan-
ta only '$2,479. Contact Pastor Jack
Studie for a’color brochure: (270)
475-2197; or jstudie@aol.com. We

- offer experience you can trust—our

16th tour to Israel.
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Sand, sun & servanthood

BeachReach remforces service, evangelism among college crowd

By Chris Turner |
LifeWay Christian Resources

Panama City Beach, Fla.~Waves roll
in and lap gently at beer cans scat-
tered for miles along the condomin-
ium-lined 'beach. Music- blares ' as
nearly-naked-college students pour
alcohol into funnels while other
students chug it through a connect-
ed plastlc tube The idea is to get as
drunk as possxbie as quickly as possi-
ble. It has obvieusly,worked for the
many passed out,on or near their
beach towelsﬂ—and 1ts just; 2:30 in
the afternoon: :

Stepping over and “arownd the
cans and peoplecis Julio'Bonfe! $oph-
omotedddet at the United Stateg Mil-
itary Acaderny1 and a coupie OP lass-
mates.' -

“Hey are you guys gomg out to
party tonight?” he asks a group, get-
ting a resounding “yes.” “Well, take
this card with you and give us a call
and welll comerget you,Bonfe tells
the igimwp. | Welre) Alse Seiving free
paneakessiimJtbieoi padtring al b thfs
week.pdemsilliw an! basladmud

Bofifé{yad die of moré thari 800
collégeStudénts Who ¢ame to Pana-
ma City Beach, Fla., over a three-week
period to participate in-BeachReach,
a ministry focused on sharing the
gospel with college students who
have come for spring break. The

more than 8 000 rldes were glven
50,000 -plus pancakes served and the
gospel shared countless times.

“It would be hard'to say how
many times the gospel has been
shared but we know it is consider-

able,” sai Angel Elhs coordinator

for Bé’é@h }fg‘g‘t & students have
lots Bf a\ﬁeﬁ[ﬁ ‘Yans and at

h W' ate ab]
b t'bﬁa)ﬁlgp g%liﬁ}g&tmf%’% e
the otfes ey tAiK with tw(t'he

names) back to a local campus min-
ister. Many times we have a student
group here from the same college,
O we can get them connected. We

also try to get them connected with
a church in their city.”

The BeachReach ministry is
more than a decade old now but has
grown significantly in the past four
years. Part of that growth is due to
how heavily marketed spring break
has become and how intensely loca-
tions like Panama City Beach and
South Padre Island, Texas, cater to
the party scene on college campus-
es. But with the increase in revelers
has come an increase in their peers
who are ready to minister.

“We Delieve this is an important
ministry because Jesus ‘was consis-
tehtly with sinners,” Ellis noted. “He
told the church leaders at the time
that it is not the healthy who need
a doctor, but the sick. The students
that come here and party need to
hear the gospel. I love seeing Jesus
becoming alive in the lives of indi-
viduals. He is ourlife and our hope.”

sllivadiq dovud? ieitasg
Shagjng on the strip. .
""ThHis “year, BeachReach ' spanned
three weeks beginning March 1. Al-
though spring break is usually con-
sidered a holiday for students, the
schedule during the week can hard-
ly be considered relaxing for the vol-
unteers. They and their adult min-
isters arrive Saturday, often after a
half day’s worth of driving (students
came this year from as far away as

s GHP BT

" .
Nc noil at

 the streets at 9 p.m. to prayerwalk

the areas along the main strip where
they will be sharing the gospel and
giving rides the rest of the week.
There is training Sunday morn-
ing that covers everything from
evangelism to helping intoxicated
people in and out of vans. That af-
ternoon, students return to the strip
a;%d the beach to make initial con-
tact wlth pa)rtler;ﬂpassmg out cards
wﬁ t'he van rlde telephone number,
as well as information about the dai-
ly pancake breakfast. Following wor-
ship later that evening, the volun-
teers take to the streets. The sched-

ule is repeated each night through
Thursday, with most student work-
ers staying out until 2 a.m. The next
day comes early with the pancake
breakfast from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at a
local bowling alley.

“Itis really an intense time of wit-
nessing,” acknowledged Mark Man-
grem, pastor of Connect Church in
Arlington, Texas, and the nightly
speaker during the third week. “The
really cool thing about BeachReach
is that ... many of them have never
shared their faith and Sunday and
Monday are a bit awkward for them.
But by the end of Thursday night, it
has gotten much more natural and
they are looking for those opportu-
nities.

“This is all reproducible,” he add-
ed. “When these students return to
their .campuses they know how to
approach someone with the gospel

-and know how they can ‘mifiste’to

their peers. Flove/héating the stories
how (the BeachReach experience)
has transformed them.”

Outside the comfort zone

Makenzie Shewcraft, 24, asso-
ciate campus minister at Murray
State University ‘agreed. She said
last year’s BeachReach experience
rocked her sheltered world.

“The party scene is way out of my
comfort zone,” Shewcraft adrmtted
L hagl,a 11}3 me- 1oy
fege stidents in this life :
as a student and last year in my first
year as a campus minister. It was a
big step for me to come here. But
God showed me they are dealing
with sin, just like everybody else,
and the only thing that is going to
change that is if somebody shares Je-
sus with them.”

Ellis said she beheves BeachReach
ultimately equips students to live a
biblical mandate.

“In.1 Peter 3:15, it says to, always
be prepared to give-an:.answer to,evs
eryone who asks you to give the rea-
son for the hope that you have with-
in you,” Ellis pointed out. “The ave-

nues of service we provide through
van rldes and pancake breakfasts do

senting the gospel. We want to. re-
move barriers to begin conversations
and that can take place anywhere.”

Lewis Hudson came prepared for
just that. As the sophomore Army
cadet prayerwalked the strip with
classmates before the week began,
he anticipated the beer cans, blar-
ing music and the passed-out stu-
dents.

“Lord, we want them to know
that-satisfaction in life only comes
through You,” he prayed. {We 'want
them to know what a good time real-
ly is and we ask You to give us oppor-
tunities to share that with them.”

ot

SPREADING THE WORD
Julio Bonfe, a cadet at
the United St S Mél{t@qy

Academy i in West Pomt
N.Y,, offers cards for free
van rides to spring break
partygoers. (Photos by
Kent Harville)

Georgia vafﬂnteers feed thausamls of calleye students at BeachReach

Panama CIty Beach Fla —The e—malls keep
comlng Don Wood still gets them and he
enj 0yS every one.

“] still remember those kids who came
down,” he said. “I love hearing from those
kids who've, come to BeachReach in past
years that've gotten to know.”

Wood:is a “blue hat,” or team coordl-
nator, for disaster relief teams connected
with Baptist state conventions ;and associ-
ations; Wood, .a. member of Zion' Baptist

Church, in' Covington; :Ga., is (this week’s -, S_— : ’
- FREE GRUB Hundreds of students line up for
‘free pancakes. ‘More than 50,000 pancakes-

leader of Stone Mountain:Baptist Associc

ation’s feeding unit. Three'weeks earlier; -

the first team arrived toset uprand serve
meals. -to ;staffers andcollege students:
who came to Panama Cu;y Beach through
BeachReach. - aros. Hidar

The unit; also sﬁts; up? shop Mondays
through Thursdaysinalocal bowling alley;

serving pancakes from 10.a.m. until 2 p.m.’

More than 50,000 pancakes were served to
more. 5,000 students over the three-week:
period Vowluntee;:s'have been coming hexre (
since1995. J2i 10
4o J;Ja@nesﬂytdgmt Jmnow what we’d o

fagreb otgrot ¢ r‘r'

Wersacs e[

are served to spr/ng break students through

. BeachReach.

withunil Gk Myt BsddiRoackiéoondi

snator Angel Ellis acknowledged. “They are"

-a huge help and nobody does what they
do better. I personally appreciate their

. partnership and the hard work they do,

+but I especially appreciate' the way they
interact with the students.”

1 Wood said it is-all part.of a day’s work.
1/ “We see it as a'way to serve,” he noted.

“We believe LifeWay has a really good min-
istry going here and we see the difference
it makes in the lives of the kids who come.
We consider this fun. It is a chance to be a
part of something special.”

Most of those who travel with the feed-
ing unit are retired and often feel as if
they are ministering to their grandchil-
dren. Wood also pointed out that serving
has its rewards.

“Seeing the students spiritually grow
in 'such a short period of time is some-
thing I never get tired of seeing,” he said.
“You see them on Monday and they are

‘timid and unsure of what lies ahead, es-
. pecially the first-timers. But just in the
- course of a few days you see them becom-

ing more confident and more bold in shar-
ing their faith. They learn it here and take
it back with them to their campuses.
“We’ve got people in our churches who
haven’t led anyone to Christ in 50 years.
But when'a kid comes down here and

“wins somebody to Christ, it impacts them

for the rest of their lives.”
* Stone Mountain Association’s feeding

unit is one of seven in Georgia and one of
the largest. It served more than 800,000
meals in New Orleans during the few
months immediately following Hurricane
Katrina. Wood told the story of a despon-
dent woman who brought her three small
kids to eat.

“I'walked over to her and said, ‘You look
like you need a hug,” he recalled. “She
just let go. Sometimes people just need to
know somebody cares.”

And that is why Wood said he enjoys
the e-mails which likely come from stu-
dents he hugged. He added that he gets a
few hugs from students at the beginning
of the week, but “by the end of the week if
I stand out there where they come in, I get
them from everybody,” he claimed.

“I have several (students) who have told
me that they want to do what we are doing
when they retire,” Wood shared. “Hopeful-
ly we are a good example to them of serv-
ing Christ and that they’ll do it the rest of
their lives.”

And, he will likely get e-mails letting
him know how they are doing.
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