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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRIST.IAN LIVING 

'Reclaiming Our Communities' Child protection 
focus of new 1MB 
missionary policy 

Pair of conjerences R"" w; ? ''»* 11•1"•'1rlf I -.n I 

highlights need for 
church involvement 
in Ky. drug problem 
By Drew Nichter 
News Director 

lexington-If it was up to Eric Al­
len, a conference like Reclaiming 
Our Communities would never hap­
pen. A day of workshops designed 
to help church leaders minister to 
those caught in the grip of drug 
abuse is not something he wants to 
have to coordinate. 

"The reason we're having it is be­
cause there is a drug problem," said 
Allen, Kentucky Baptist Convention's 
'mission services and ministries direc­
tor. "It would be nice if drugs weren't 
out there, but they are." 

The reality, of course, is that hun­
dreds of thousands of Kentuckians 
are affected by drugs and alcohol 
daily. And Kentucky Baptists must 
know how to help those who need 
the hope of Jesus Christ the most. 

Last weekend, more than 150 peo­
ple participated in the KBC-spon­
sored Reclaiming Our Communi­
ties conferences at two locations in 
the state-Ashland Avenue Baptist 
Church in Lexington, and First Bap­
tist Church of Madisonville. 

The conference featured sever­
al breakout sessions with speakers 
from churches and ministries across 
the state who know about helping 
substance abusers and their fami­
lies recover. 

Allen told participants he hoped 
they would "take back some resourc­
es that will help you to be more ef­
fective in reaching out to those in 
your communities who are hurting 
from substance abuse." 
o See Church involvement ... Page 6 

COMMUNITY CONCERN • Above: Participants at the Reclaiming Our Communities 
socialize prior to last weekend's training event at Ashland Avenue Baptist Church in 
Lexington. An identical conference took place the same day in the western part of the 
state at First Baptist Church of Madisonville. More than 150 people participated in the 
two conferences which focused on how local churches can get involved in ministering 
to substance abusers and their families. • Below: John Skidmore of Stanton, a former 
drug addict and alcoholic, shares his testimony for the first time in public. Skidmore 
is a former police officer who struggled with alcohol from the time he was a teenager 
and later became addicted to pain medication. After entering a faith-based drug 
treatment program two years ago, Skidmore kicked his drug and alcohol habits and 
accepted Jesus Christ as his Savior. (Photos by Drew Nichter) 

Richmond, Va. (RNS)-The 
Southern Baptist Convention 
International Mission Board 
has requested that participants 
in its short-term mission trips 
pass background checks before 
leaving for the field. 

The new child protection 
policy, which is not mandato­
ry and would not apply to mis­
sion trips taken independently 
of the IMB, was approved at a 
September meeting of trustees. 
It becomes effective Jan. 1, 2009, 
the board announced. 

"Children are a precious re­
source entrusted to us and their 
care and protection is a top pri­
ority," according to an execu­
tive summary of the policy. "Be­
cause almost everyone serving 
on the mission field interacts 
with children, we are asking 
that all short-term mission trip 
participants ages 18 and older 
have child protection training 
and go through a background 
screening process." 

The process will include ref­
erences, a criminal background 
check and an interview by local 
churches. For those under age 
18, only a reference check is re-

. quired. Screenings are only nec­
essary once every four years re­
gardless of the number of over­
seas mission trips an individu­
al takes. 

"Though it is regrettable that 
we should even need to consider 
such a policy for mission team 
members, we are acutely aware 
of incidents within our own lo­
cal churches-even among staff 
members," said Ken Winter, 
o See 1MB child ... Page 2 

Ky. Baptists gearing up to serve local communities at Crossover 
By Drew Nichter 
News Director 

lexington-The fall season brings 
with it a chill in the air and a sign 
that the cold winter months are just 
around the corner. 

Winter also is the time of year 
when Kentucky's neediest families 
struggle most. Trying to stay warm 
and well-fed is difficult for the thou­
sands of low-income and homeless 
families in the bluegrass, many of 
which have children to care for. 

Three Lexington-area Kentucky 
Baptist associations hope that next 
weekend's Crossover Kentucky 2008 
will jump start their wintertime 
ministry efforts. 

Elld1orn and Tates Creek Baptist 
Associations are coordinating blan­
ket giveaways through their church­
es. Dubbed "Covering the Bluegrass 
with Love," the associations are so­
liciting donations of new and gently 
used blankets from their congrega-

tions to hand out at several church 
locations Nov. 8. 

Seven churches in Eild1orn Asso­
ciation and two Tates Creek congre­
gations are designated as pick-up 
sites for the blankets. Hamilton Val­
entine, director of missions for Tates 
Creek Association, said his associa­
tion contacted the local school sys­
tems and social organizations to get 
the word out to needy families about 
the effort. 

'We lmow these are people who 
need them and can use them," he 
added. 

Not only can each family member 
receive a blanket, free Bibles will be 
available. Volunteers will be hand­
ing out tl1e Bibles and serving meals, 
according to Sandra Williams, Elk­
horn's director of church and com­
munity ministries and coordinator 
for the blanket giveaway. 

"It's an opportunity for us to 
0 See Crossover gets churches ... Page 3 

KNOCK KNOCK Kentucky Baptists from three associations will be knocking on a lot 
of doors Nov. 8 as part of Crossover Kentucky 2008, the missions emphasis that 
precedes the Kentucky Baptist Convention annual meeting. Churches from Elkhorn, 
Franklin and Tates Creek Baptist Associations will participate in a wide range of evan~ 
gelistic events throughout next weekend. 
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Baylor officials express regret for student cash in.centives 
By Erin Roach 
Baptist Press 

Waco, Texas (BP)- Baylor Uni­
versity's vice president for market­
ing and communications said Oct. 
16 that the school regrets offering 
students cash incentives for retak­
ing the SAT. a program he acknowl­
edged was motivated by a desire to 
permit students access to additional 
financial aid. 

"In retrospect, we regret now the 
cash incentive," John Barry told Bap­
tist Press. "We've heard the criti­
cism; we understand the criticism. It 
at least has the appearance of impro­
priety. I would tell you that was nev­
er our intent. Our intent was to try 
to be creative and to encourage stu­
dents to tal<e a test that would then 
allow them access to financial aid 
money that we thought they were 
entitled to." 

In response to inquiries from stu­
dents and parents, Barry said Baylor 
decided to move up the admissions 
process last year so they could noti­
fY students of award packages earli­
er, presumably to help students de­
cide which college to attend. 

In May, Baylor administrators no­
ticed that the school had committed 
less financial aid than they had ex­
pected to award by that time, Bar­
ry noted. 

"The other thing was that our 
SAT scores were down," he point­
ed out. "Our conclusion was that 
in pushing our processes so far for­
ward. what we might have done is 
prohibit smart students- capable 
students-from retaking the SAT ... 
and doing better on their scores and 
therefore qualifYing for higher levels 
of merit aid. 

"We were trying to help them by 
moving the deadlines up. but our 
conclusion was that we might be 
penalizing them by our processes." 
Barry added. 

Baylor, a 14,000-student Baptist 
university in Waco. Texas. opted to 
give each incoming freshman a $300 
book schola~;;ship redeemable at the 
campus bookstore for retal<ing the 
exam last June. 

Since the school's newspaper ran 
the story of the incentive program 
Oct. 9, controversy.has ensued. Sev­
eral academic experts have said Bay-

lor misused the SAT in order to boost 
their status in the U.S. News and 
World Report ranl<ing of colleges 
and universities. Baylor now stands 
at No. 76 and has expressed a desire 
to rani< in the top tier of schools by 
2012. 

Baylor's Faculty Senate passed 
a motion criticizing the incentives 
program Oct. 15, saying the prac­
tice is "academically dishonest and 
should b~ discontinued." 

"It's an issue of academic hones­
ty," Georgia Green, chair of the sen­
ate, told the school paper. "We think 
it's fine for students to retake the 
SAT to enter a higher scholarship 
bracket. What we disapprove of is 
giving a financial incentive to be 
able to say we have a higher average 
SAT score." 

Barry told BP it "was routine at 
Baylor until two weeks ago and it is 
routine at many universities around 
the nation" to permit students who 
already have been admitted to pro­
vide additional SAT scores if those 
scores would benefit their academ­
ic profile. 

Asked why the admissions office 

<lid not notifY the Faculty Senate 
about the incentive program, Bar­
ry said he did not think such admis­
sions or financial aid programs gen­
erally were run by the representa­
tive body. 

Barry did express an intention to 
alter the school's practice in the fu­
ture. 

"The thing that we regret. and 
the mistal<e we made was to provide 
the cash incentives. It was motivat­
ed by a desire to recognize a mistake 
we had made in a process and to per­
mit students access to additional fi­
nancial aid. We probably shouldn't 
have done that," he said. "We should 
have just communicated it as strong­
ly as we could and hoped that stu­
dents would take advantage of the 
opportunity." 

About 28 percent of the newly ad­
mitted Baylor students accepted the 
incentives offer. and 151 of them 
earned the merit scholarships, col­
lectively raising Baylor's average SAT 
score for incoming freshmen from 
1200 to 1210, still nine points below 
last year's freshman class and three 
points below the 2006 class: 

Marse Grant, longtime editor for N.C. Baptist paper, dies at 88 
Raleigh, N.C. (ABP)-Marse Grant, 

editor emeritus of North Caroli­
na Baptists' Biblical Recorder, died 
Oct. 17 at his home in Raleigh, N.C. 
He was 88. 

Grant edited the Recorder from 
1960-82, longer than any other edi­
tor in the paper's history. He previ­
ously was editor of Charity and Chil­
dren, a North Carolina Baptist Chil­
dren's Homes publication. 

Made a Difference, 1900-2000. The 
article, by former Fayetteville Ob­
server editor Charles Clay, details 
how Grant took an unpopular stand 
on race relations in just his second 
month at the Recorder. 

"God loves all people," 
Grant wrote. "To think that 
he prefers one over the oth­
er because of the color of 
skin is inconsistent with the 
teachings of the Bible." 

Grant warned about tur­
moil ahead following the 

of what he felt was being lost should 
be no surprise." 

Wilmer C. Fields, who was public 
relations director for the Southern 
Baptist Convention during much of 

Grant's tenure, said Grant 
dedicated himself "24/7" for 
33 years to journalism in 
the Baptist cause. 

saw discrimination, Payne recalled. 
"In the early 50s when it was cost­

ly to say segregation was wrong, 
Marse Grant did just that." Payne 
said. "He was one of the few early 
voices in our state to speal< strong­
ly about the needs of our. black citi­
zens, and the need to change laws as 
well as attitudes." 

Grant became one of the best­
known North Carolina Baptists. at­
tending more than 50 North Caro­
lina Baptist State Convention annu­
al meetings. Under his leadership, 
the Recorder's circulation peaked at 
more than 120,000 in 1978. 

Southern ·Baptist Conven- Marse Grant 

"His vocational commit­
ment set high marks for his 
contemporaries and all who 
would follow," Fields said. 
"Somewhere. somehow, 
there is newly written be­
side his name in the Lamb's 

In an editorial announcing his 
retirement, Grant said many North 
Carolina Baptists had told him over 
the years that they did not always 
agree with him, but were glad the 
Recorder could express itself when 
differences came up in Baptist life. tion's conservative shift. In 

July 1982, he wrote an editorial say­
ing political groups should not use 

He previously had served as ed­
itor of two secular North Carolina 
newspapers. After his retirement, 
he wrote columns for the Charlotte 
Observer and the High Point Enter: 
prise. 

the SBC. 
"Marse was among the Baptist ed­

itors who had to try to make sense of 
the sea change in Baptist life that oc­
curred near the end of his tenure," 
noted current Recorder Editor Nor­
man Jameson. "That he interpreted 
the changes through a lifetime lens 

Grant was profiled in The North 
Carolina Century: Tar Heels Who 

Mohler: Southern Seminary not shaken by economy 
louisville (BP)-Economic times might be dif.. 

ficult in the United States, but Albert Mohler 
told trustees that Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary is not being shaken by the downturn. 

The SBTS president. in his report at the board 
of trustees' Oct. 14 meeting at the Louisville cam­
pus, .said the seminary's mission of producing 
pastors to lead local Southern Baptist churches 
will continue regardless of the economy. 

'We ask if Southern Seminary can survive, 
I can tell you the answer is, 'Yes,"' Mohler de­
clared. "The task to which we are called is deriv­
ative of the great gospel whereby we have been · 
saved and, because of that, (the seminary) can't 
be shaken." 

"When we are in a time like this, it is impor­
tant for us to remember that we really have an 
important assignment, and it's not something 
this is economically dependent in terms of the 
needs of the church, he added. 

Mohler pointed out that the seminary, 
founded in 1859, emerged on the eve of the Civ­
il War, perhaps the most difficult time America 
has ever faced and the most costly war in the na­
tion's history. The economy was far worse then, 

he noted, but the seminary survived because of 
its unique gospel mission and will celebrate its 
sesquicentennial anniversary next spring. 

With other seminaries in severe decline, 
Mohler said Southern will remain healthy as 
long as it continues to remember that it exists 
ultimately to serve the Kingdom of God and not 
the l<ingdom of man. · 

He added thatthe church must have preach­
ers even if it cannot afford to have buildings. 

"There is an economy on which we are ab­
solutely dependent and it is a spiritual econo­
my," Mohler said. "It is a gospel economy. it is 
the economy of God's way of saving sinners. It is 
God's way of feeding His church and tending to 
His own, and the church has learned that you've 
got to preach when you can't even eat." 

In addition, Mohler announced the appoint­
ment of Lawrence Smith, who has served as vice 
president of communications for the past sev­
en years. as dean of students at Southern Sem­
inary and Boyce College, and will serve as vice 
president of community relations. Smith's wife, 
Garnetta, also was appointed associate dean for 
women. 

Book of Life, 'Well Done!'" 
When Grant announced his re­

tirement in 1982, Tommy Payne, 
then chairman of the Recorder's 
board of directors. wrote an editori­
al calling Grant a fighter. 

"Agree with·him or not, you have 
to admire the effort that he puts into 
issues he believes in," Payne wrote. 

Grant fought hard whenever he 

"I like to hear that, and the Re­
corder will remain free," he wrote. 
"North Carolina Baptists like it that 
way. They don't want their state pa­
per to become a house organ." 

In addition to Marian, his wife of 
66 years, Grant is survived by three 
daughters, six grandchildren; three 
great-grandchildren, a brother and 
a sister. 

1MB child protection policy will 
apply to short-term missionaries 
Continued from page 1 
1MB vice president of church and 
partner services, in announcing the 
new policy Oct. 21. 

"We know that many Southern 
Baptist churches are already provid­
ing background checks and training 
for members who are serving in lo­
cal church ministry. but it may not 
extend to those headed overseas as 
part of a mission team." 

In a "Frequently Asked Ques­
tions" portion of the policy post­
ed online, the board said individu­
als who refuse to submit to a back­
ground check will not be permit­
ted to participate in a mission team 
working with the 1MB. The board 
also will not permit anyone with a 
history of sexual abuse to serve on a 
board-related mission trip, and it re­
quested all mission trip participants 
complete child protection training. 

The 1MB's existing policy com-

pels the investigation of any accu­
sation or indication of sexual abuse, 
as well as immediate dismissal and 
filing of appropriate criminal charg­
es if sexual abuse is confirmed. 

The SBC has come under scru­
tiny by abuse victims' advocates 
who have said their efforts to pre­
vent sexual abuse have been insuffi­
cient. Last year, the SBC passed a res­
olution expressing their "moral out­
rage" about child sexual abuse. 

Earlier this year, the SBC Exec­
utive Committee chose not to pur­
sue a proposed database that would 
track staff members who have 
been convicted or accused of sex­
ual abuse. The decision was based 
in part on the autonomy of local 
churches. 

More detailed information about 
the 1MB's child protection policy 
can be found at its Web site. 
With additional reporting by Baptist Press 
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Crossover gets churches 'eyeball to eyeball' with -people 
Continued from page 1 
touch their lives in a positive way 
and meet a practical need," she not-
ed. . 

This is the eighth year for Cross­
over Kentucky, which precedes the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention an­
nual meeting. The emphasis is pat­
terned after the annual missions 
event that takes place in Southern 
Baptist Convention host cities prior 
to the SBC annual meeting. 

The Crossover approach has taken 
on different forms in years past, and 
this year the emphasis is individual 
churches. Associationalleaders have 
tal<en the lead in planning Crossover 
events, but local church leaders have 
spearheaded their own events. 

"It's going to be up to each in­
dividual church," said Stuart Cun­
diff, director of missions for Frank­
lin Baptist Association. He has en­
couraged his churches to get in­
volved in Crossover through prayer­
walking and handing out communi­
ty surveys door to door. The associa­
tion also has provided training for 
those activities. 

Blanketing areas in prayer 
Prayerwalldng is a common ini­

tiative for this year's Crossover. 
Members of Elkhorn Association 
churches will prayerwalk through 
areas of Lexington, specifically the 
Irish town neighborhood in the city's 
downtown area. 

Groups will pray over the com­
munity in the morning, then lead a 
parenting seminar for women in the 
afternoon, according to Pam Pyle, 
who directs Elkhorn's Irishtown 
ministries. Volunteers from Severns · 
Valley Baptist Church in Elizabeth­
town will lead the event. 

"It's going to be helping · the 
mothers learn to interact with their 
children in a positive way," Pyle not­

. ed. The training also will provide 

mothers with information on prop­
er discipline for overactive children. 

Not all Crossover events will hap­
pen on Nov. 8-many already are in 
progress or will be held prior to next 
weekend. 

One of Elkhorn's Hispanic con­
gregations, Ministerio Christiano Es­
pera.p.za in Nicholasville, got a jump 
on Crossover in early October by 
partnering with the Jessamine Jam­
boree, a community fall festival held 
near the church. 

Ray Van Camp, director of church 
planting and development, report­
ed that church members and Pastor 
Emilio Zapata connected with 120 
people during the festival through 
kids' games and free food. 

In the heart of Lexington's His­
panic community, Iglesia Bautista 
Cardinal Valley will host a festival in 
the church's parking lot on Oct. 31. 
Van Camp estimated there are about 
15,000 Hispanic people living with­
in walking distance of the church, 
offering an abundance of opportu­
nities to connect with unchurched 
people. 

Meanwhile, Tates Creek Associa­
tion has been hard at work on the 
Rose Lane Project, a home repair job 
that began back in early spring. 

The home belongs to a man in 
his 50s, according to Jimmy Clos­
terman, pastor_ofFaith Decision Bap­
tist Church in Paint Lick He said the 
house was in bad shape with a tarp 
covering a large hole in the roof. The 
resident also has been living with­
out indoor heat or hot water. 

"We're not malting it brand new, 
but getting it to the point that it's 
livable," noted Closterman, who also 
is Baptist Men on Mission director 
for Tates Creek Association. 

He said he expects that the Rose 
Lane Project will continue far be­
yond Crossover weekend, and like­
ly will not be completed until next 

NAMB appoints KBC employees 
as newest missionaries to state 

Alpharetta, Ga.-The Southern Bap­
tist North American Mission Board 
has appointed two Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention Mission Board staff 
members as missionaries. 

Coy Webb, disaster relief associ­
ate with the KBC's Baptist Men on 
Mission department, and his wife, 
Cathy, were appointed by NAME 
as missionaries to the state. Webb 
joined the Mission Board staff last 
October. He provides leadership in 
the areas of disaster relief, Baptist 
Builders, men's ministry and mis­
sions education. 

Previously, Webb served as pas­
tor at First Baptist Church of Monti" 
cello, Niles Ferry Baptist Church in 
Greenback, Tenn., as well as church­
es in Missouri and Kansas. He also 
served as an on-site coordinator with 
the Kansas/Nebraska Baptist Conven­
tion. 

A native of Shelbyville, Webb is a 
graduate of University of Tennessee 
in Knoxville and Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Kansas City, 
Mo. He also attended Air Force Chap­
lain School in Alabama. 

His wife, Cathy, studied at 
Draughon's Business College and 
University of Tennessee, both in 

Coy Webb Twesa Parrett 

Knoxville. Th,e Webbs have two sons, 
Matthew and Marc. 

Teresa Parrett, who has served 
as state missions mobilization co­
ordinator since April. also was re­
cently appointed as a NAME mis­
sionary. Based in Somerset. Parrett 
is responsible for connecting long­
and short-term missions teams with 
KBC churches, associations and min­
istries in the state. She had served 
the convention since 1999 as a re­
gional consultant. Immediately pri­
or to her new role, she worked close­
ly with Appalachian Regional Minis­
try Director Bill Barker. 

Parrett is a graduate of Eastern 
Kentucky University and attended 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary in Louisville. 

"You have to get 
outside the fou; 
walls, walk down 
the sidewalk and 
knock on doors; get 
eyeball to eyeball 
with the people. 
You've got to say, 
'Here we are. 
We're the church. 
What can we do for 
you?"' 

HOME REPAIR The Rose Lane Project is one of Tates Creek Baptist Association's 
events that are part of Crossover Kentucky 2008 prior to the Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion annual meeting Nov. 11. The home repair project has been ongoing since early 
spring and is expected to continue until next February. (Photo courtesy of Tates Creek 
Association) 

Stuart Cundiff, director 
of missions for Franklin 
Baptist Association 

February. 
Leaders at all three associations 

agreed that the central thrust of 
Crossover is to take the love of Jesus 
Christ to the community and to get 
to !mow residents better. 

Commission," he emphasized. "As 
you go, go out into the community. 
Sitting in a church building having a 
'Worship service ... is not reaching the 
community if you don't know what 
the needs are. 

To that end, all three associations 
are coordinating community-needs 
surveys that will be taken to neigh­
borhoods door to door during the 
weekend. 

Plugging in to communities 

"You have to get outside the 
four walls, walk down the sidewalk 
and !mock on doors; get eyeball to 
eyeball with the people," he add­
ed. "You've got to say, 'Here we are. 
We're the church. What can we do 
for you?'" 

"What we're trying to do with 
the survey is not pressure them 
into what we want, but rather to ask 
them what they want," Van Camp 
explained. "What ldnd of prayer con­
cerns they have, what kind of com­
munity concerns they have (and) 
how can a church plug better into 
the community? It's pointed to help 
people- to see that the church cares 
about them." 

Cundiff challenged Kentucky 
Baptist churches and associations 
not to wait for an event like Cross­
over to emphasize community mis­
sions and evangelism. 

Cundiff agreed. 
The surveys "are part of the Great 

"We shouldn't have to wait for 
the KBC to come to our area to have 
a Crossover event," he said. "It's so 
important that it should be carried 
on by the churches on an ongoing 
basis . ... We just can't sit in a build­
ing and hope people are going to 
come to us." 

Campbellsville to host youth ministry forum 
Campbellsville-Campbellsville University will 

host "Think Again," a forum designed for youth 
ministers to gather and discuss various aspects 
of their ministries. The event is set for Nov. 15 at 
the school's Ransdell Chapel. 

Think Again "is designed to provide insight 
and help on the challenges of youth ministry" 
noted Ed Pavy, director of campus ministries at 
Campbellsville. "At the same time it gives youth 
ministers a chance to connect with CU students 
who have come from their respective church­
es." 

Shane Garrison, an educational ministries 
instructor at the school and a featured speaker 
at the event, said the program was recommend­
ed by several ministers from Campbellsville Uni­
versity's Church Relations Council. then devel­
oped by the school's Office of Church and Exter­
nal Relations. School of Theology and Baptist 
Campus Ministry, in conjunction with the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention. 

Garrison explained the seminar's key pur­
poses. 

"One is to invite youth ministers to our cam­
pus so that they can reconnect with the stu­
dents from their churches and youth groups," 
he said. 

He also called the seminar an opportunity 
for youth ministers to become better equipped 
for youth ministry. "Youth ministry is tough 
these days, and we hope to encourage and equip 
them to reach more students with the gospel." 

In addition, "we hope this event can meet 

one of the principle core values of the School 
of Theology, which is to be part in enduring 
fellowship," Garrison noted. "We want to con­
nect with CU alumni who are youth ministers ... 
(and) to lift them up and praise their diligence 
in ministry." 

Garrison said he will speak about shifts in 
the American post-culture and the impact they 
are having on students, as well as youth minis­
try paradigms that are both working and failing 
in their efforts to students. 

"We hope Think Again will be the first in a 
series of annual fall meetings that bring minis­
ters on our campus for a brief Saturday seminar 
on a number of Christian ministry-related top­
ics," said John Hurtgen, dean of Campbellsville's 
School ofTheology. "The exciting thing we want 
to happen is for many youth ministers who have 
students at CU to attend the event and then at­
tend the tailgate and football game with their 
students after Think Again is over." 

The featured speakers at the event's are Gar­
rison, who will lead the forum's first session, 
discussing the challenges, methods and so­
lutions in youth ministry; and Joe Ball, KBC's 
youth strategist, who will lead an "unpacldng" 
of Steven Wright's book ."reThink," examining 
the state of today' s student ministries. All partic­
ipants will receive a free copy of Wright's book 

Registration cost for the seminar is $15 by 
Nov. 6, and $20 after Nov. 6. To register, call 
(270) 789-5227, or visit www.KyBaptist.org/Think 
Again. 
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Lack of missions education will doom SBC 
By Lonnie Wilkey 

Brentwood, Tenn.-Some day when 
there is only one Southern Baptist 
left on the planet, he or she can look 
back and try to pinpoint the reason 
why our denomination became ex­
tinct. 

sions education, the denomination 
which birthed them will eventually 
cease to exist. 

Even those churches which are 
categorized as "transitional" are fail­
ing to properly educate their flocks 

I predict that person, 
whomever it might be, 

, FIRST PERSON 
about missions. As de­
fined by the 1MB, the 
transitional churches 

will point back to this generation 
and see it as when missions educa­
tion began its downward spiral. 

I recently had the opportunity 
to spend two days at the headquar­
ters of the Southern Baptist Interna­
tional Mission Board in Richmond, 
Va., at a briefing for Southern Bap­
tist editors. 

It was an informing, enlighten­
ing two days. Some of the informa­
tion, which includes trends, is a lit­
tle disheartening as well. 

The 1MB has identified and 
grouped Southern Baptist Conven­
tion churches into six categories­
the legacy church, the transitional 
church, the purpose-driven church, 
the seeker church, the emerging 
church, and the affinity church. 

In 2006, the 1MB estimated that 
legacy and transitional churches 
comprised 70 percent of all South­
ern Baptist churches with 30 percent 
coming from the other four groups. 
A year later, the 1MB estimated the 
number of legacy and transition­
al churches had dropped to 64 per­
cent. They acknowledged that these 
are estimates and have no hard data 
to back these figures. 

Yet, more than likely, they are 
correct. As someone pointed out 

· during our meeting, the number 
of legacy churches, which I define 
as traditional, old-fashioned South­
ern Baptist churches, is declining. 
And as many of these churches cease 
to exist, they are being replaced by 
non-traditional type churches. 

There is nothing wrong with 
these churches as long as they are 
Bible-based and teach what we as 
Southern Baptists hold dear. Yet, 
if these churches do not offer mis-

have strong legacy roots. It appears 
to me these churches lmow where 
they came from, they just aren't 
teaching it . . 

More and more Southern Baptist 
churches are not offering traditional 
educational programs such as Royal 
Ambassadors, Girls in Action and 
Mission Friends. 

This will ultimately be our down­
fall. 

Churches have gone to other pro­
grams-and while they are good pro­
grams-they do not teach our chil­
dren about the denomination and 
our missions heritage. What's more, 
they do not teach about the Coop­
erative Program which funds our 
missions enterprises. I think many 
leaders do not equate missions ed­
ucation with the Cooperative Pro­
gram. Countless Southern Baptists 
my age and older first heard about 
CP through RAs and GAs. In today's 

'culture, people do not give to a cause 
they aren't familiar with. The letters 
"CP" will become irrelevant without 
proper education. 

1MB officials did express concern 
that many churches are not doing 
missions education. While the ma­
jority of Southern Baptist mission­
aries once learned about missions 
from RAs and GAs, that is no longer 
true, according to the 1MB. 

One comment, however, con­
cerned me: "We get locked into what 
worked in another era. We want to 
sustain it though it's not relevant 
now." 

I counter that RAs, GAs and oth­
er missions organizations will work 
and are still relevant if utilized. The 
Southern Baptist North American 
Mission Board and Woman's Mis-

Strong evangelistic outreach 
I am so grateful for pastors and as­

sociationalleaders who take the ini­
tiative in evangelistic outreach. I re­
cently was exposed to two great ex­
amples of this evangelistic commit­
ment. 

The first example is 
Muhlenberg Baptist Associ­
ation where God worked in 
a tremendous way through 
an evangelistic crusade 
held Oct. 12-16. 

people mal<e decisions for Christ. 
This church actively reaches out 

to its community through 34 dif­
ferent ministries. These include an 
Angel Food ministry that serves 

Thirty-six churches 
from the association were 
involved in sponsoring the 
crusade led by evangelist 
Ronnie Owens from Taze­
well, Tenn. According to Di­

Bill Mackey 

350 each month, a youth 
and children's ministry 
that has 147 enrolled in 
Sunday school, a summer 
lunch program that serves 
250 children, and a meal 
ministry that serves 65 se­
nior adults three meals 
each week. Church mem­
bers also are actively in­
volved in Upward sports 
programs that serve chil­
dren and families through 

rector of Missions Ray Gilliland, the 
crusade resulted in 51 professions of 
faith, 20 rededications, a commit­
ment to missions service and other 
decisions. 

As a result, New Harmony Bap­
tist Church in Bremen baptized sev­
en people the next Sunday. 

The second example is that set 
by Second Baptist Church ofGreen­
ville where Ray England is pastor. I 
had the privilege to preach at this 
church during Friday through Sun-

. day night services that saw several 

youth basketball and soccer leagues. 
S~cond Baptist, Greenville, has ex­

perienced outstanding growth dur­
ing the past 10 years. Sunday school 
average attendance has grown by 
100 percent (401} while worship at­
tendance (566) and resident mem­
bership (901) have each grown by 120 
percent. During the same time, un­
designated receipts have grown by 
166 percent ($831,750 in 2007). 

Since 1949, the church has con­
tributed more than $1.7 million to 
missions through the Cooperative 

sionary Union still places an empha­
sis on missions education materials. 
They are not just not being utilized 
as they once were. 

From what I gathered from 1MB 
officials, they have not given up on 
the traditional programs, but they 
see the need to find other ways to ed­
ucate about missions. 1MB President 
Jerry Rankin aclmowledged that he 
affirms RAs and GAs and that "we 
should never diminish the value" of 
those programs. He also expressed 
appreciation for churches that are 
sustaining those programs. 

Yet, he noted the 1MB is finding 
other ways to get out the missions 
message. They have worked with 
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Endless bad news 
in today's world is 
nothing but 'noise' 
By Jeremy White 

A handy item on an airplane 
or in any area with a lot of 
distractions is noise-canceling 

LifeWay Christian Resources to in- 1, a· , , , · , , , 11 
elude missionary stories in vaca- : 
tion Bible school curriculum. The 
1MB (and all Southern Baptist Con­
vention leaders) must find addition­

headphones. 
You put them 
on and outside 
noises are muf­
fled . I can't ex­
plain the acous­
tical physics of 
how they work, 

al ways to educate people in church­
es that no longer use the traditional 
methods of missions education. 

What's the answer? Attitudes 
must change. Southern Baptist lead­
ership at all levels-from the local 
church, to the association and state 
convention levels, and on to the na­
tional convention-must grasp the 
vision and importance of missions 
education. 

One of the things Southern Bap­
tists do better than any other de­
nomination is sending missionar­
ies to share the gospel of Christ. Our 
missionaries do not have to spend 
valuable time soliciting support. We 
support them through the Coopera­
tive Program. 

If we want to continue to sustain 
our missionary force we better begin 
to educate our membership now­
beginning with our children and 
continuing to adults who accepted 
Christ later in life and did not "cut 
their teeth" · on missions education 
and CP. It doesn't matter which type 
of church we're in. 

Our future as a missionary-send~ 
ing denomination depends on what 
we do today. 
Lonnie Wilkey is editor of the Tennessee 
Baptist & Reflector 

Program, with 40 percent given in 
the last 10 years. CP gifts totaled 
$88,864 in 2007-08. 

The church has added a family 
life center where the contemporary 
worship services are held, along with 
special services. The church's family 
life center is spacious and includes a 
full stage, bride's room, large gather­
ing space and up-to-date technology. 

England said the church's five "es­
sentials" for growth have been: 

• Being genuinely friendly. 
• Developing evangelistic relation­

ships. 
• Knowing people and relating to 

them. 
• Adding contemporary worship. 
• Becoming missional in emphasis. 
The church's ministerial staff in-

cludes Bob Thurman, associate pas­
tor and minister of education; Bri­
an Schindler, minister of music and 
youth; and Josh Smith, minister for 
children and recreation. England 
said he is very grateful for the staff, 
outstanding lay leaders and those 
who share the gospel with passion. 

Please pray for Brother England's 
health as he continues to give vision­
ary leadership and for pastors and 
staff members in all churches. 
Bill Mackey is executive director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

but you're able to focus better if 
you need to concentrate. You're 
also able to sleep easier. 

After you've had them on for 
a while, you become used to a 
quieter atmosphere-similar · to 
your eyes gradually adjusting 
to darlmess. Then, after taking 
the headphones off, you think 
everything is so loud and both­
ersome. 

Financial fear and stress can 
increase with so much "noise" 
in our economy. It seems that 
the goal of media is to make you 
fearful. Frightened analysts, 
worried politicians, anxious of­
ficials and shrieking talk-show 
hosts all are scared about all 
sorts of things-especially the 
future. The goal of advertising 
is to make you uncomfortable 
or discontented enough to buy 
a product or service. 

Bad economic headlines in 
the newspaper; talking heads 
on the cable business channel; 
blogs on the Internet; all both­
er~ome noise. 

You hear the radio news say­
ing, "Unemployment rose to 
6.1 percent and jobless claims 
increased by 20,000 over last 
month." Useless noise. It sounds 
unnerving because no context 
is given. The news reporter 
doesn't provide perspective. 
Such perspective lil<e 6.1 per­
cent is still much lower than the 

· last four. recessions, or that job­
less claims usually rise in colder 
months because of slowing con­
struction. 

When the stock market 
drops 200 points, the headline 
is bigger in the newspaper than 
when it goes up 200 points . Dis­
tracting noise . . 

The TV anchor says on Fri­
day that the market ended the 
week on a bad note by dropping 
150 points. She doesn't tell you 
that it went up 50 points each 
day from Monday to Thursday. 
She doesn't emphasize that it 
ended the week higher. Chalk­
board-scratching noise. 

My advice is to put on your 
imaginary noise-canceling 
headphones and muffle the day­
to-day noise. Stay focused on 
your long-term financial goals. 
Read truths in God's Word 
more often than the newspaper. 
Avoid the distractions. Don't be 
convinced that everyone is fear­
ful and that you should be too. 

Jeremy Whiteis a certified public 
accountant with Blythe, White & 
Associates in Paducah 
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Single adults face difficulties · 
in culture that extols marriage 
Q: I wish I could sit down and have one authentic 
conversation with someone of the opposite sex without 
a misunderstanding. I don't want to have a love interest 
right now, I just want to be friends. Why is that so hard? 

Even though at least half of all adults in the United States 
are single (never married, divorced or widowed), there still 
is a culture where it is expected that you either are part of 

SINGLES 
a couple or would like to be. TV commer­
cials, sitcoms, movies, magazines and ev­
eryday water-cooler conversations seem 

to revolve around who's dating whom. 
This culture often is just as diffi­

cult for single people in church. Against 
that stereotype is the biblical example of 
Jesus, Paul, the disciples, and the teach­
ing of both Paul and Jesus regarding the 
advantages that single people have when 
it comes to having an undivided focus on 
pleasing and being on mission for God. 

Besides the cultural challenge·s, there is the interperson­
al aspect. Members of the opposite sex may be hormonally 
preoccupied with the "urge to merge." Some foll<s really do 
want to get married and they see you as a good candidate. 
With these people, be clear about your intentions. You want 
to be friends and you value friendship. 

Be careful in words, deeds and dress not to send mixed 
messages. Sit down with someone whom you lmow and 
trust and ask them to give you honest feedback on how you 
might be sending mixed signals to the opposite sex with­
out realizing it. 

Seek out a single adult Bible study, fellowship, activities 
· group, etc., in your area where "coupling" is not the pur­

pose, where the peer pressure is not about dating. 
If someone simply cannot accept or understand this con­

cept, it may be simply that it is not God's timing for a rela­
tionship to proceed. View that as information that wilt help 
you avoid heartache down the road.-]ames Stillwell 

Q: My wife and I have been married six years. I'm afraid 
we are already getting bored with one another. Are we in 
a rut already? How do we get out? 

Have you heard about the guy in the movie who took a 
40-day dare to learn to love his wife again? If you have, you 
have probably seen the movie "Fireproof." Around day 18 of 

MARRIAGE 
the dare, he is challenged to "study" 
his wife. The idea is to study the per­
son you are married to as if you were 

trying to ·earn a bachelor's degree, then a master's, then 
a doctorate. Earning degrees requires a lot of time, ener­
gy and money. In the process, many people experience tre­
mendous growth and learning. 

If you are in a rut, perhaps you have stopped studying 
your wife. Some college courses are basic and then become 
more focused and advanced. Eventually some students 
acquire great expertise in their fields of study. Where would 
you rank yourself in your field of study-your wife? Are you 
still tal<ing the basics, or have you become more focused 
and are studying with more intensity and depth? 

Ruts are boring, but human beings are not. They are 
God's most complex creation. Learn to study your wife. Get 
creative. Imagine you had to design an entire degree pro­
gram majoring in her. What would you name the courses? 
What would the course requirements be? What level of ex­
pertise would be required for you to graduate and earn each 
degree? 

Yes, this could take a while. Consider what God has given 
you. Are you willing to make the investmenaWhat do you 
imagine might happen in your marriage if you became an 
expert on your wife? What if you took her so seriously as to 
study her and learn about who she is and what God wants 
to do in her life? What might God reveal to you as you study, 
grow and learn?-:-Valetie Vincent 

Family Forum writers are: _ 
David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist 

Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org. 
James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church 

in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibc-lex.org. 
Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in 

Louisville. E-mail: dr. vincent@insightbb.com. 
Scott Wigginton, associate professor of pastoral ministries and 

counseling at Campbellsville University and minister 
of counseling at Campbellsville Baptist Church. E-mail: 
sewigginton@campbellsville.edu. 

Send questions tor Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 
43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net. 
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Christian perspective on a historic election 
Much has been written about the historic nature of 

the election we're about to experience. On a nation­
al level, U.S. voters will elect either the first African­
American president or the first female vice 
president. The election of either candidate 
will be long remembered as a significant 
moment in the American experience. 

Beyond the elements of skin tone and 
gender, however, Americans seem to sense 
this time also marks an important cultural 
moment in our history. We go into this elec­
tion as a nation at war and in the midst ofse-

for His guidance as you decide for whom to cast your 
ballot. Party platforms, voter guides and comparative 
analysis of the candidates' issue stances are readily 

available on the Internet and in various pub­
lications. 

Engage. Voting should only mark the be­
ginning of Christian civic involvement. In 
Matthew 5:13-14, Jesus tells us to be salt and 
light. In the context of Christian citizenship, 
this means being willing to be counted on 
issues of importance. Be willing to call or 
write your government leaders. Attend ral-

vere economic crisis. Emotions are running 
high and nerves are becoming frayed as par­

John Chowning lies, support resolutions or sign petitions as 
appropriate. Government leaders often hear 

only from people with extreme viewpoints because 
the vast majority of citizens avoid getting involved. 

tisans for each set of candidates maneuver, spend and 
calculate. 

As we approach this significant moment, it's only 
right that we ask ourselves as Christians, "How would 
God have me respond?" As we look to the Scriptures, 
we find that God actually has quite a lot to say about 
our relationship to governmental authority. In 1 Pe­
ter 2:13-14, Peter says to "submit yourselves for the 
Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men: 
whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or to 
governors, who are sent by him." In Romans 13:4, Paul 
(while living under the rule of a pagan government) 
said, "Government is God's servant to you for good." 
In Mark 12:17, Jesus himself reminds us to "render 

Participate. One of the greatest needs in Ameri­
ca today is for Christians to take their citizenship to 
the level of actual service. Most elected positions in 
the United States are not full-time jobs so commit­
ting to. public office does not neces~arily mean a ca­
reer change. People who are juggling the responsibil­
ities of other jobs, church obligations and busy fam­
ily lives can fill school boards, city councils and even 
state legislative positions. Serving is not easy. Most 
people don't want the hassle. But if you have the qual­
ifications to serve, maybe you should be praying about 
whether God is calling you in this direction. 

unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's and to God 
the things that are God's." 

So how does this play out in a practical way in 
2008? Here are some concrete ways to allow your faith 
and American politics to intersect: 

Pray. Pray for your country, for this election and for 
all of the candidates, even those you do not support. 
1 Timothy 2:1-2 urges that "petitions, prayers, inter­
cessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for 
kings and all those who are in authority." 

Here's a final point to remember about the inter­
esting times in which we live: God still is in control. 
He will be in control on Nov. 4, and He will still be in 
control on Nov. 5, no matter who is elected. And it is 
to Him that we owe our ultimate trust and allegiance. 
In his own farewell speech as a national leader, josh­
ua reminded the people oflsrael of this crucial point. 
"Choose you this day whom you will serve," he said, 
"but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord" 
Uoshua 24:15). 

Vote. If you are eligible to vote, do so. Examine the 
words, past actions, qualifications and experience of 
the candidates. Look beyond the smiles and person­
alities to the platforms of their parties and ask God 

John Chowning is vice president for church and external relations at 
Campbellsville University He also serves as chairman of the KBC's 
Committee on Public Affairs and pastor of Saloma Baptist Church in 
Campbellsville 

Profound sentiments in simple statements 
By Tom Ehrich 

New York (RNS)-I learned years 
ago to write simple declarative sen­
tences. Now I am going the next 
step: simple declarative thoughts. 

focus, strip away the over-thinking. 
Like writers in the era since maga­
zines stopped paying by the word 
and began to reward brevity and . 
clarity, I had to achieve extreme 

My mind is naturally 
drawn to the complex 
and dialectical. So is 

COMMENTARY 
economy of language 
and thought. 

reality. Few things are as simple as 
they could be stated. Reality, how­
ever, is more like the formula Jesus 
used: "You have heard it said, but I 
say to you .... " 

These "but" clauses aren't equiv­
ocations. They describe the nature 
of things. People and situations 
generally are more complex than 
they seem. By allowing room for 
"but"-"She is a fine person, but her 
attitude frustrates me"-we honor 
the complexity. 

Yet sometimes you just need to 
say the simple words. "I love. you." 
Or, "God is good." "God is love." 
"God forgives." Such statements can 
describe reality at a depth that truly 
engages our behavior. 

This need for clarity came into 
focus last weekend as I began a new 
writing project:· 40-word pieces in­
tended for daily inspiration. My first 
efforts were awkward. Too long, too 
complex, too much steeped in the 
"but" and "or" of dialectic. I had to 

For examples of the 
genre, I consulted the book of Prov­
erbs. I found gems of clarity. "The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom." "Wisdom cries out in the 
street." "Do not plan harm against 
your ~eighbor." 

Statements of faith 
For statements that expressed my 

own faith, I had to dig deep. I wrote, 
"Love proves that God exists." Also, 
"Faith relishes the truth and is crip­
pled by lies." More can be said; often, 
more needs to be said. Inspiration 
cannot stop at the one-liner, at the 
"sound bite" much loved by political 
candidates, or at pretty aphorisms. 

I just know that probing and 
thoughtfulness must go deep 
enough to be owned and stated. It 
has taken me a lifetime, for exam­
ple, to learn this truth: "Love proves 
that God exists." 

The simple and declarative open 
doors. When a visitor tries church, 
for example, they tend to ask basic 

questions: "Do I feel welcome here?'' 
"Am I safe here?" "Is God being spo­
ken here?" 

No matter how many layers of 
complexity and spinning our can­
didates deploy, the depth of voters' 
concern tends toward a few simple 
questions. "Does this person seem 
smart enough and wise enough to 
govern effectively in a complex and 
dangerous world?" "Can he or she be 
trusted?" "Will they surround·them­
selves with capable and honest peo­
ple?" 

An in-depth study of the cascad­
ing financial crisis leads to similar 
questions: "Did they behave honor­
ably?" "Can they be trusted tomor­
row?" "Are they competent?" 

Those questions can be answered 
Yes or No. It is Yes or No that guide 
our behavior. Advertisers try to cre­
ate an artificial Yes, based on appe­
tite, and politicians press ·appeals 
based on fear and prejudice. those 
blind alleys are different from th~ 
Yes or No that springs from deep 
thought. Authentic simplicity tal<es 
effort. 

A true "October Surprise" in this 
pivotal election year would be for·us 
all to sit quietly, think deeply and 
make decisions grounded in our 
deepest convictions and yearnings. 
Tom Ehrich is a writer. church consultant and 
founder of the Church Wei/ness Project 
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Church involvement is needed 
to help community drug issues 
Continued from page 1 

And it is for those like John Skidmore that these con­
ferences exist. Skidmore is a former . alcoholic and drug ad­
dict who found Christ and sobriety through a church-based 
drug treatment program. 

Skidmore formerly was a police officer in Eastern Ken­
tucky's Powell County who stuggled with alcohol from the 
time he was a teenager. Following a car accident in his 20s, 
he developed a dependen­
cy on pain medication. 

Two years ago, at age 35, 
he was completely hooked 
on both drugs and alco­
hol and his marriage was 
in trouble. "I had to have 
the alcohol, had to have 
the pain pills." Skidmore 
said. "It wasn't to get high, 
it was to feel normal." 

That was when he said 
he prayed for the first time 
since he was a child. 

"I said, 'God I need your 
help. I can't keep living 
like this. Something's got 
to change and I can't do it 
myself,'" he recalled. Eric Bruns 

Soon after, Skidmore's 
family urged him to check into a faith-based drug treat­
ment program. It was an interdenominational church min­
istry formed in Powell County, with help from several local 
KBC churches and state Baptist leaders. 

Skidmore spent two weeks as a resident at the treatment 
facility, and attended 10 months of follow-up meetings at 
local churches. During that time, he accepted Christ as his 
Savior, thanks to the love and support of church members. 

"I just couldn't get that out of my head why someone 
would care enough to take time out of their day to help me 
when I was at one of the lowest points of my life," Skidmore 
noted. "I didn't know it, but I guess God had plans forme, 
because maybe I was worth something." · 

According to Eric Bruns, John Skidmm;e is a perfect ex­
ample of how churches can help addicts move to an "absti­
nence-based lifestyle with grace and mercy." 

Bruns, an associate professor ofPsychology at Campbells­
ville University and a clinical psychologist, discussed the 
psychological factors of addiction. In a breakout session, he 
urged conference participants to learn and be able to recog­
nize "the process that brings people into addiction so that 
we can help love them out of addiction." 

"A church-based paradigm is so vital, because just like 
John testified, he was loved into a sobriety-based lifestyle," 
Bruns explained, "and that is why God has to be in the fore­
front and center of{our) efforts." 

Bruns described the five stages of change that each ad­
dict must move through in order to attain a sobriety-based 
lifestyle. They are: 

Pre-contemplation. "They don't yet have a conscious 
awareness that what they're doing is a problem," Bruns 
noted, "because perhaps the consequences for their drug 
and alcohol abuse has not caused them sufficient memory 
to get their attention." 

Contemplation. This is the stage where addicts become 
aware that they have a problem, mostly because of conse­
quences like divorce, job loss 'or jail, Bruns said. Addicts in 
this stage "are on a teeter-totter, weighing the pros and cons 
of quitting or modifYing their behavior," he noted. 

Preparation/determination. This is where "the person 
wakes up and says, 'I've got to do something,"' Bruns point­
ed out. "This is where {churches) have to be prepared to 
hook them and get them into the treatment process." 

ActionJwillpower; "This is the stage where {addicts) final­
ly believe they have the ability to change and they become 
actively involved" in treatment, Bruns noted. 

Maintenance. This stage "involves {the addict) being able 
to successfully avoid the temptation to return to the bad 
habit," Bruns said. This also is where relapse will most of­
ten occur, he added, and if it does, the addict's old lifestyle 
may reawaken. 

"This recovery process is ... just like the journey of our 
salvation: It's something that we're always going to be on," 
Bruns added. "So, as Christ's body, ... we've got to work dil­
igently to rescue souls and to save souls, and to let people 
know they have the image of God within them. They don't 
have to be stuck in this world." · 
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Missions partnership enjoys mutual benefit 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

Ocean City, Md.- Ifyou want to see 
a story about what the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention's new partner­
ship with the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware means, look at 
Cathy Chinn's face. 

The member of Living Faith Bap­
tist Church ·in Hartford is still smil­
ing after leading a young boy to faith 
in Christ this summer during a visit 
to a campground in Ocean City, Md. 

A 14-member team of Acteens 
and leaders from three churches 
led children in Bible studies, stories, 
crafts and games at several camp­
grounds during their nine-day trip 
in late June. 

Working with North American 
missionaries Terry and Lynn Davis, 
the team also helped with a dinner 
for lifeguards, another for interna­
tional students, distributed toiletry 
kits to internationals and witnessed 
on the beach. 

"I've been in Maryland before but 
. never for a mission trip," Chinn not­

ed. "This is a wonderful place for any 
church to go. There's a lot of needs 
there." 

"A lot of seeds were planted at the 
campgrounds and with internation­
al students and lifeguards," added 
LaRaine Rice, youth/college consul­
tant for Kentucky Woman's Mission­
ary Union. 

Although this is the first year of 
the three-year partnership, 2008 ap­
pears to be primarily for planning, 
according to a check with several di­
rectors of missions around the state. 

No teams have coordinated vis­
its through the state partnership 
missions office, although Director 
Scott Pittman said that is the way 
he wants it. 

The state convention is moving 
toward mobilizing churches and as­
sociations to form their own part­
nerships, Pittman explained. 

"With our theme, ·'All t11e World,' 
we're focusing more on training," he 

said. "We had 60 come for training 
{in September) to be volunteer team 
leaders. There are definitely signs of 
teams going out." 

Grassroots partnerships are form­
ing too, such as one between West­
ern Maryland Baptist Association . 
and three in Kentucky- Knox, Three 
Forks and Bracken. 

A team of seven women from 
Three Forks Association traveled to 
western Maryland in mid-August to 
help operate a baby comfort station 
at the Garrett County Fair. 

In addition to operating two ar­
eas where parents could change di­
apers and feed infants, volunteers 
handed out balloons and stid<ers 
to children, and did some prayer­
walldng. 

"For four of them, it was their 
first time to do anything on a mis­
sion trip," said Three Forks' team 
leader, Shelby Castlen. "We came 
back and the women are exceeding­
ly zealous to do more mission work. 

Helping each other 
The partnership works both ways. 

A group from a Western Maryland 
church, Grace Baptist, visited Ow­
ingsville Baptist Church in June to 
help renovate its youth center. 

A year ago, a local business do­
nated an old grocery store to Ow­
ingsville Baptist. A team of 10 from 
Grace Baptist helped erect walls in 
the back part of the building. That 
portion of the facility is being di­
vided into a multi-purpose comput­
er lab, office and two classrooms. 
It also will have new handicapped­
accessible bathroom facilities. 

Owingsville Baptist also has start­
ed showing family-friendly movies 
in the space periodically, a feature 
Collins said he hopes will become a 
weeldy attraction. 

"It was very positive," Collins said 
of the Maryland residents' visit. "It 
gives us a better perspective on out­
reach and some things they were do­
ing in Maryland that we can incor-

porate down here, such as visits to 
fairs and leisure ministry." 

"That's what we wanted, a two­
way street," noted Bill Boldt, Brad<­
en Association's director of mis­
sions. "We have gone on record as 
forming a five-year partnership with 
the Western Maryland association, 
starting in 2009." 

The first group to form a partner­
ship was a group of African-Ameri­
can churches. They invited 24 Balti­
more-area pastors and their spous­
es to the annual meeting of the Gen­
eral Association of Baptists in Ken­
tucky last February. 

Lincoln Bingham, pastor of St. 
Paul's Missionary Baptist Church in 
Louisville, said the Kentucky pastors 
invited the group in an effort to get 
to know tl1em better. 

The two groups plan to help five 
struggling congregations and plant 
five new churches in each state, 
Bingham explained. 

Members of the Maryland/Del­
aware convention plan to return to 
Louisville next June for Crossover 
prior to the 2009 Southern Baptist 
Convention annual meeting, and to 
participate in Kentucky Changers. 

The first mission endeavor saw 
a six-member team from El-Beth­
el Baptist Church in Fort Washing­
ton, Md., and Christian Bible Baptist 
Church in Washington, D.C., come 
to Louisville in mid-July. 

Part of the team led a vacation 
Bible school for children at Nicole's 
Place, a crisis pregnancy and com­
munity center. 

The others conducted a Bible 
study for adults. Five participants 
in the adult class accepted Christ as 
their Savior, according to James Dix­
on, cooperative ministry consultant 
for the Maryland/Delaware conven­
tion and pastor ofEl-Bethel Baptist. 

"I feel good about it," Dixon said 
of the partnership with Kentucky. "I 
see some exciting things we can do 
together to impact the Kingdom of 
God." 
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Pastor says Scripture is believer's ultimate voter guide 
By Michael Foust 
Baptist Press 

Grapevine, Texas (BP)-Scripture 
provides guidance for Christians as 
they decide which candidate to sup­
port on Election Day, Texas pastor 
Ed Young Jr. told his congregation 
Oct. 19. · 

The pastor of Fellowship Church 
in Grapevine gave five categories be­
lievers should examine about each 
political candidate. 

Character. "Everything begins 
with character," Young said, point­
ing to Proverbs 29:2: "If we elect 
righteous leaders, our government 
will be righteous, and if our govern­
ment is righteous then the laws will 
be righteous." 

Christians should take a politi-

cal candidate's private conduct seri­
ously, Young said. "For a long, long 
time, people have said, 'Who you are 
in private does not really affect who 
you area in public office.' That's ab­
solutely nuts because who you are in 
private is who you are." 

Conviction. Reading from Prov­
erbs 28:1, the "righteous are bold as 
a lion," Young explained, "We need 
to elect lionesses and lions in this 
day- people who are not politicians 
but people who are statesmen, peer 
ple who are leaders." 

Issues such as gay marriage, and 
abortion are examples of society is 
moving away from the conviction of 
scriptural teachings. 

"God has told us from cover to 
cover that there is only one context 

where sex should be enjoyed and 
practiced and celebrated- marriage. 
... The Bible tells me and it tells you 
that during the end of time ... what 
is right (will be viewed as) wrong and 
(what is) wrong (will be viewed as) 
right." 

On abortion, Young said, "We're 
taking the lives, of ... 3,200 (devel­
oping) babies a day, when you'll get 
thrown in prison and pay an astrcr 
nomical fine if you disturb the eggs 
of developing sea turtles.'' 

Courage. "Courage is the God­
given ability to stand," Young noted. 
"Conviction is belief. Courage is be­
havior." 

Compassion. Giving the biblical 
definition of compassion, Young 
read from Proverbs 31:8-9, "Speak 

up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves, for the rights of all who 
are destitute. Speak up and judge 
fairly; defend the rights of the poor 
and needy." He also read from Prov­
erbs 24:11, "Rescue those being led 
away to death; hold back those stag­
gering toward slaughter." 

Constituency. Young said examin­
ing who supports and opposes the 
candidate can help determine who 
to support. 

"I can meet your friends, without 
even meeting you, and tell you what 
kind of a person you are," Young ex­
plained. "If the mainstream secular 
media supports a candidate ... there 
is a great chance that something is 
sideways, (and) you better look at 
that one very, very closely." 

Fla.'s proposed marriage amendment needs super-majority 
By Michael Foust 
Baptist Press 

Jacksonville, Fla. (BP)-It might 
seem odd but supporters of a consti­
tutional defense-of-marriage amend­
ment in Florida will not be happy 
if on Election Night their propos­
al receives only a simple majority 
of votes. 

That's because a law approved by 
voters in 2006 states that all consti­
tutional amendments require 60 
percent of the votes to pass. If the 
proposal-known as Amendment 2-
gets only 59 percent, it fails. 

If passed, Amendment 2 would 
prevent any state court in the na­
tion's fourth most populous state 
from legalizing gay marriage, as has 
happened in California, Connecticut 
and Massachusetts. 

Gay marriage already is outlawed 
in Florida but an amendment would 
prevent state courts from judging 
the law unconstitutional. 

The 6D-percent hurdle is a tall or­
der but one that Amendment 2 back­
ers are cautiously optimistic they 
can reach. They have overcome sev­
eral obstacles already. 

• A lawsuit in 2006 by the Amer­
ican Civil Liberties Union attempt­
ed to have the amendment strick­
en from the ballot. The Florida Su­
preme Court ruled unanimously in 
favor of Amendment 2 supporters. 

• After a press conference to cel­
ebrate the more than 611,000 signa­
tures of Floridians who wanted the 
measure on the November ballot, 
Amendment 2 supporters learned 
that some of the signatures had 
been counted more than once. 

Two weeks prior to the deadline 
to place the amendment on the bal­
lot, Amendment 2 backers lacked 
22,000 signatures. They gathered 
92,000 in those final days. 

• In 2005, supporters of tradition­
al marriage fell short by 150,000 sig­
natures to place the question on the 
2006 ballot. State law allowed those 
signatures to carry over and count 
toward qualifYing it for the 2008 
ballot. 

"When we started it was 50 per~ 
cent and now it's 60 percent," said 
John Sternberger, chairman of "Yes 
2Marriage.org," the main organiza­
tion supporting the amendment. 

J:~~/~~ 
A SPECIAL EVENT FOR CHURCH AND 

DENOMINATIONAL SECRETARIES 

TUESDAY, NOV. 11, 2008 • 12:00 NOON 

Join us for good food, good fellowship and 
a special guest speaker! 

IMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH 

3100 Tates Creek Road, Lexington, KY 

Held in conjunction with the Annual Meeting of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Cost: $10.00 · Registration is required by Nov. 7 

For more information or to register, contact Jenny Byrd 
at 502-489-3335 or 866-489-3335 {toll free inKY) or 

e-mail churchdevelopment@kybaptist. or g. 

GUEST SPEAKER: DR. SHEILA KLOPFER, PROFESSOR OF 

NEW TESTAMENT STUDIES, GEORGETOWN COLLEGE 

~--) This event is sponsored hy the KBC's Church Development 
tflii.Jfliii/Y Team and the Kentucky Baptist Secretaries Association. ---

"We're the only state in the country 
that has that unique hurdle." 

The fact that courts in two 
states-California and Connecticut­
legalized gay marriage this year has 
helped Amendment 2 supporters 
stay on message. 

"The No. 1 thing that most report­
ers, and most pundits and our oppcr 
nents, say is, 'Gay marriage is al­
ready outlawed, so this is a waste of 
our time,"' Sternberger said. 

Looking to Arizona 
Amendment 2 opponents bor­

rowed a page from Arizona-where 
an amendment was defeated in 
2006-and are attempting to make 
the debate over the proposal about 
anything but gay marriage. 

Opponents have focused on a 
clause in the amendment stating 
that "no other iegal union that is 
treated as marriage or the substan­
tial equivalent thereof shall be valid 
or recognized" in Florida. 

That language is designed to pro­
hibit Vermont-style civil unions­
or civil unions under a different 
name-that grant homosexual cou-

ples all the legal benefits of mar­
riage. But the "No On 2" campaign 
has launched television commer­
cials claiming the amendment 
"could take benefits away from se­
nior couples.'' Many say it was the 
seniors in Arizona whose votes de­
feated the amendment. 

"Our opponents' ... primary argu­
ment is that this is government in­
tervening in people's private deci­
sions," Sternberger noted. "But that 
could be nothing further from the 
truth. In fact, the constitution is 
the only document where the law 
doesn't rule the people; the law 
rules the rulers." 

Recent polls show the amend­
ment shy of the 60-percent goal. An 
Oct. 19 South Florida Sun-Sentinel/ 
Florida Times-Union poll of 600 like­
ly voters showed the amendment at 
53 percent, while an Oct. 8 Mason­
Dixon poll of 625 likely voters had it 
at 55 percent. 

Constitutional marriage amend­
ments historically have outper­
formed polls come Election Day. 
Sternberger said the amendment 
will pass if churches promote it. 

U.S. voters face moral issues Nov. 4 
Sacramento, Calif. (RNS)-Although the proposed consti­

tutional amendment banning same-sex marriage in Cali­
fornia is garnering the most attention, Arizona and Flori­
da both have proposals to amend their constitutions to ban 
the practice. 

More than two dozen states have passed similar amend­
ments defining marriage as between one man and one 
woman. State ballots across the country will include 
amendments and initiatives for a number of social issues: 

Adoption. The Arkansas ballot will have an initiative to 
ban unmarried couples from adopting or providing foster 
care to minors. Originally proposed to prohibit same-sex 
couples from adopting, the ban will apply to all unmar­
ried couples. 

Abortion. A Colorado amendment seeks to define a per­
son as any fertilized egg, embryo or fetus. South Dakota will 
include an amendment to ban abortion with exceptions 
for rape, incest and the mother's health. A California mea­
sure would require parental notification for minors to ob­
tain abortions. 

Stem cell research. A Michigan proposal would lift a 30-
year-old ban on stem cell research that destroys embryos. 

Gambling. In Maryland, voters will be asked to support 
adding slot machines in locations throughout the state. Vot­
ers in Colorado will consider extending the hours of opera­
tion for casinos, with a percentage of the revenue going to 
higher education. Arkansas voters will consider a state-run 
lottery to fund college scholarships. 

Affirmative action. Colorado and Nebraska will include 
initiatives to end race and gender preferences in govern­
ment hiring and college admissions. 
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a 5 I ing Christ In The City 

Join Us for This Year's 
Cross Over Events in the 
Greater Lexington Area! 
Every year, just before their annual meeting in November, 
Kentucky Baptists from all over the state complete Cross Over 
evangelistic projects in the region where the convention will 
be held. This year's Annual Meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, November 11,2008. Cross Over events will take 
place on various dates leading up to the meeting. 

Cross Over Projects Include: 
• Prayer Walking 
• Service Projects 
• Repair Affair Projects 
• Saturation Visitation 
• Community/Prayer Needs Surveys 
• Block Parties 
• Door-to-Door witnessing 
• Children's Outreach 
• Blanketing the Bluegrass 
• Jesus Film Distribution 

For More Information 
Cross Over the Bluegrass is a collaborative effort of the 
Boones Creek, Elkhorn, Franklin and Tates Creek Baptist 
AssoCiations. To get involved in Cross Over the Bluegrass '08, 
contact the Elkhorn Baptist Association at 859-254-77 4 7. 

RrXBC _, j 

KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION 

Evangelism Growth Team 
502-489-3576 or 
866-489~3576 Toll Free 
www.kybaptist.org/crossover 

For Annual Meeting information 
www.kybaptist.org/ 

. annualmeeting 
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All eyes fixed on California's 
marriage amendment battle 
By Adelle Banks 
Religion News Service 

La Mesa, Calif. (RNS)-Pastor Jim 
Garlow is fasting and praying at his 
megachurch in La Mesa, Calif., to en­
courage fellow California evangeli­
cals to vote for Proposition 8, which 
would amend the state constitution 
to ban same-sex marriage. 

Jan Garbosky, meanwhile, mar­
ried her lesbian partner of 20 years 
on Oct. 4 at their Unitarian Univer­
salist church in San Diego and has 
been coordinating interfaith clergy 
phone banks to encourage state res­
idents to vote against the measure 
and preserve gay marriage in the na­
tion's most populous state. 

For both sides in the fight over 
same-sex marriage, all eyes are on 
California because what is decid­
ed by Golden State voters on Nov. 4 
could have ripple effects from coast 
to coast. 

As the theme of an upcoming 12-
hour anti-gay marriage rally in San 
Diego bills it, "As California goes, so 
goes the nation." 

The high-stakes battle pits tradi­
tionalists who consider marriage 
to be for heterosexuals only against 
gays and their supporters who see 
gay marriage as a key civil rights 
struggle. And it raises political con­
cerns stemming from other 4-3 
court rulings- in Massachusetts in 
2004 and in Connecticut on Oct. 10-
that permitted gay marriage. 

"Should this kind of issue be de­
cided by courts or should it be decid­
ed by the vote of the people?" asked 
David Popenoe, co-director of the Na­
tional Marriage Project at Rutgers 
University in New Jersey. 

"TI1at's especially of concern be­
cause where it's been decided by 
courts, it's been by one vote .... On 
the other hand, the courts tal<e the 
position that this is not the kind of 
issue that ... should be decided by 
popular vote any more than slavery 
would have been." 

Vote revisited 
California voters already decided, 

in a 2000 referendum, to limit mar­
riage to one man and one woman. 
But in May, the state supreme court 
said that vote discriminated against 
same-sex couples and was unconsti­
tutional. 

Proposition 8 would overturn 
that ruling and amend the state 
constitution to define marriage as 
between one man and one woman 
only. It is the first time that voters 
would have the chance to overrule, 
or sustain, a state supreme court de­
cision that allows gay marriage. 

State constitutional amendments 
effectively banning same-sex mar­
riage are on the November ballots 
in Arizona, which defeated a ban in 

· 2004, and in Florida, where a 6Q-per­
cent majority is needed for passage. 

While opponents of Proposition 
8 speak mostly of the importance of 
securing marriage rights for gay and 

lesbian couples, supporters say larg­
er issues are at stake. 

At a satellite simulcast rally host­
ed by Garlow's church on Oct. 19 and 
downlinl<ed to 170 church auditori­
ums across the state, speakers cited 
instances where people have been 
arrested or fined because of their 
views on homosexuality. The pro­
gram featured a Swedish_pastorwho 
was sentenced to a month in prison 
for a sermon that was critical of ho­
mosexuality, a New Mexico photog­
rapher who was fined for not shoot­
ing a lesbian wedding and the father 
of a Massachusetts kindergartner 
who was arrested when he protested 
his child being taught about homo­
sexuality in a public school. 

"When same-sex marriage is le­
gal, they (gay marriage supporters) 
become indescribably intolerant to­
wards anybody who has a different 
view," Garlow said. 

Garbosky, a retired educator who 
noted parents in the state have the 
option to remove their children 
from family- and sex-related educa­
tion, thinks people should focus on 
what is happening in California, not 
elsewhere. 

"Proposition 8 is not about 
schools," she stressed. "It is not about 
ministers. It's not about churches. 
It's about tal<ing away rights from a 
group of people." 

Costly battle 
The battle on both sides has al­

ready attracted millions . of dollars 
from across the country. The Protect 
Marriage Coalition has raised more 
than $25 million, including a $1 mil­
lion contribution from the Knights 
of Columbus. The No on 8 Campaign 
has raised at least $20 million. 

"We are concerned that the con­
sequences of same-gender marriage, 
which are difficult to predict with 
exactness, will be unhappy ones," 
said Elder L. Whitney Clayton, who 
supervises Mormons on the West 
Coast and urged Mormons across 
California to make calls supporting 
the proposition. 

Some atheists who have object­
ed to the strong stance of Mormons 
and other religious groups in favor 
of the measure protested in front of 
the Mormon temple in Oaldand, Ca­
lif., last weekend. 

Episcopal Bishop Mark Andrus of 
San Francisco alleged supporters of 
the amendment are using fear as a 
tactic for their cause. 

"A lot of these argumen.ts that 
are being forwarded for Proposition 
8 are what would be called fearmon­
gering," he said last week. 

Carpenter Bus Sales 
2007 Clearance Sale! 

Sa"e up to $14,000 011 a New 2007 molJel hu.J. 
Exclusive provider for 

Lit'eWay Chu1·ch Bus Sa les 

1.800.370.6180 • carpenterbus.com 
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Poll: U.S. is blessed, but disruptive in world 

Washington (RNS)-Six in 10 Amer­
icans think the U.S. is "uniquely 
blessed" by God, but a higher per­
centage-almost eight in 10-think 
the country sometimes does more 
harm than good when it relates to 
the rest of the world, according to a 
new study on religion and America's 
role in the world. 

Overall, the study commissioned 
by the PBS program Religion & Eth­
ics NewsWeekly and the United Na­
tions Foundation found that Amer­
icans, including majorities of reli­
giously involved citizens, think the 
country should be involved on the 
world scene. 

But researchers found that 79 
percent of Americans feel that U.S. 
involvement abroad sometimes does 
more harm than good, and 44 per­
cent feel that view strongly. 

"I think it's a fascinating look at 
our combination of idealism and 
realism," said Bob Abernethy, host 
of the weeldy television show. "We 
think our blessings from God require 
us to be active around the world but 
we also acknowledge that we some­
times do more harm than good." 

Almost seven in 10 (68 percent) of 
people who attend services at least 
weekly said the country has a mor­
al obligation to take part in world 
affairs, compared with 54 percent of 
less frequent attenders. 

Researchers found that people 
who strongly believe that America 
is blessed by God and should set an 
example as a "Christian nation" also 
are more likely to see the country's 
worldwide involvement as a moral 
obligation. 

Just more than two-thirds (67 
percent) of those with strong be­
liefs about God's unique blessing 
on America said the U.S. has a mor­
al obligation to be a leader in world 
affairs, as did 72 percent of those 
who thought the U.S. should set a 
Christian example. In comparison, 
a smaller percentage-60 percent-of 
Americans overall thought the coun­
try had such a moral obligation. 

Sixty-one percent of respondents 
said they believed God has uniquely 
blessed America. 

"The world is complicated" 
Michael Cromartie, vice chair­

man of the U.S. Commission on In­
ternational Religious Freedom, said 
Americans' simultaneous belief in 
God's blessing on the U.S. and criti­
cism of its global engagement reflect 
the challenges of addressing world 
problems, such as genocide in Su­
dan's Darfur region. 

"The world is complicated," he ac­
lmowledged. "Foreign policy is deep- · 
ly complex. Foreign countries are 
deeply complex. Foreign cultures 

are deeply complex .... These things 
are not fixed quicldy." 

Despite an overall religious con­
sensus on committing to interna­
tional affairs, researchers found dif­
ferences over some foreign policy is­
sues. 

For example, Americans divide 
along religious lines about the so­
called Mexico City policy that pro­
hibits federal funding for interna­
tional organizations that might 
offer abortions. Slightly more than 
50 percent of evangelical Christians, 
traditional Catholics and week­
ly churchgoers support that poli­
cy. Young evangelical Christians are 
more strongly supportive, with 69 
percent in favor, while 58 percent of 
those not affiliated with a particular 
religion oppose it. 

Global warming is another ex­
ample of religious differences on 
foreign policy. While more than 80 
percent of non-Christians, mainline 
Protestants and liberal Catholics fa­
vored an international agreement 
to reduce global warming, a smaller 
percentage, 70 percent, of evangeli­
cals favored such an agreement. 

Younger evangelicals, those 18-29, 
were more likely than their elders to 
support an international agreement 
to stop global warming, with 79 per­
cent in favor compared to 70 percent 
of older evangelicals. 

Kidnappers demand ransom for California pastor 
Tijuana, Mexico (BP)-Kidnappers 

are demanding $1 million for the 
safe return of Manuel Jesus Tee, a 
Southern Baptist pastor in San Di­
ego who was kidnapped in Tijuana, 
Mexico, Oct. 21. 

Tee, who lives in Tijuana, was 
driving across the border with his 
wife and one of his sons when gun­
men stopped his car and forcibly air 
ducted him. His wife and son were 
unhurt. 

The pastor's older son, Johnny 
Tee, who also is a pastor, said his 

father's kidnappers have called the 
family three times, demanding a $1 
million ransom, according to Rich­
ard Vera, multi-ethnic evangelism 
specialist for the California South­
ern Baptist Convention. 

"Johnny stated the last time the 
kidnappers called, they were very 
menacing and threatened to tal<e 
Manuel's life unless the family re­
sponded right away," Vera noted. 
"The family is projecting a strength 
and a trust in Christ that is admira­
ble. They believe they will see Pastor 

Manuel Tee again." -
Tee is pastor of a new church 

plant in San Diego, Iglesia Famil­
iar Amory Vida, according to Hugo 
Campos, Hispanic ministries direc­
tor for San Diego Baptist Association 
and the North American Mission 
Board's Vision San Diego outreach. 

Campos, who spoke to the Tee 
family last week, said the family now 
believes the kidnapping is a case of 
mistaken identity and that the pas­
tor will be released once the kidnap­
pers realize their mistake. 
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Not guilty pleas entered in faith-healing death. The parents 
of an Oregon City, Ore., boy_ who died during attempts to 
heal him with prayer pleaded not guilty earlier this month 
to criminally negligent homicide. Jeffrey Dean Beagley, 50, 
and Marci Rae Beagley, 46, entered their pleas, made no 
statements and were released on bond. A grand jury indict­
ment accused them of "failing to provide adequate medi­
cal care to a child, in violation of the duty of a parent." The 
Beagleys belong to the Followers of Christ Church in Oregon 
City, a nondenominational congregation that favors spiri­
tual healing and. prayer over medical treatment. The cou­
ple's 16-year-old son, Neil. died in June from complications 
of a urinary-tract blockage. An autopsy showed that he had 
suffered repeated episodes ofblockage and pain with no ap­
parent medical intervention. A simple procedure such as 
catheterization could have saved his life, according to a dep­
uty state medical exa~iner. 

Evolution critics added to Texas school panel. Three of six 
members of a panel appointed to review proposed curric­
ulum standards for science classes in Texas public schools 
have criticized evolution. And the additions could have an 
impact far beyond the 4.6 million students in the Lone Star 
State's public schools. Because Texas is one of the largest 
markets for textbook sales in the United States, publish­
ers will use the standards in creating new textbooks, and 
then sell those books in other states as well. A conservative 
bloc on the Texas State Board of Education banded togeth­
er to appoint three curriculum-review panelists critical of 
Darwinism. One of them, Stephen Meyer, is vice president 
of the Discovery Institute, a Seattle-based group that advo­
cates balancing evolution with teaching about intelligent 
design. Meyer and another panel member, Ralph Seell<e at 
the University of Wisconsin-Superior, co-wrote a textbook 
that questions tenets of Charles Darwin's theory of how hu­
mans and other life forms evolved. Also joining the review 
panel is Charles Garner, a Baylor University chemistry pro­
fessor. 

Critics: Calif. opens door to assisted suicide. California 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger has signed into law a mea­
sure that requires doctors and other health care providers 
to give patients with a terminal illness, or who are believed 
to have a year or less to live, information about "legal end-of­
life options" at the patients' request, according to Cybercast 
News Service. Under the law, doctors must tell such patients 
about "withholding or withdrawal" of even food and water, 
CNS reported. The new law is "a backdoor way" oflegalizing 
assisted suicide in the state, said Randy Thomasson, presi­
dent of the Sacramento-based Campaign for Children and 
Families. Terminally ill patients could be sedated into un­
consciousness and die from dehydration several days later, 
he explained. Kathi Harnlon of the International Task Force 
on Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide said she believes the 
goal of the legislation is "to push the assisted suicide agen­
da." Oregon is the only state that has legalized physician-as-

-sisted suicide. That state's law permits doctors to prescribe 
lethal doses of drugs to terminal patients. 

Court: Embryos are property-rights issue. A divorcing 
couple's years-old agreement to thaw out frozen embry­
os trumps the husband's recent desire to donate them to 
another woman trying to have children, the Oregon Court 
of Appeals ruled earlier this month. The case touched on a 
common and controversial social issue: how to dispose of 
the hundreds of thousands of frozen embryos made to as­
sist infertile couples. The courts had to pose that new medi­
cal question against the old framework of family law, which 
sees things as personal property to be divided. The -three­
judge opinion said the contractual "right to possess or dis­
pose of the frozen embryos is personal property," without 
directly stating that the embryos themselves are property. 
The result of the case is in line with cases in eight other 
states, all ofwhich sided with the person who did not want 
the embryos to be implanted. 

Parental laws shrink abortions. State parental involve­
ment laws have played a significant role in a nearly 50 per­
cent decline in abortions on underage girls, according to a 
new study. The analysis of abortion information for minors 
shows the abortion rate shrinks by an average of 13.6 per­
cent when a state approves a law requiring parental noti­
fication or consent before a female under 18 may undergo 
the procedure. The rate falls even more dramatically when 
the law is more protective in its requirements, the study 
found. If a state requires parental consent, the abortion rate 
falls by about 19 percent. If a state mandates the involve­
ment of both parents instead of just one, the rate declines 
by about 31 percent. 
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Book proposes 'triage' amid lukewarm U.S. church giving 
By Bob Allen 
Associated Baptist Press 

Champaign, Ill. (ABP)-Christians 
in the United States could engage ev­
ery unreached people group around 
the world and stop up to two-thirds 
of child deaths for pennies a day if 
only they gave, according to a new 
book. 

ternational missions work between 
2003 and 2006 was about two cents 
of each dollar donated to the church. 
That compares to an average of eight 
cents per dollar spent on denomi­
national overseas missions in the 
1920s. 

The study proposes a strategy 
of "triage," not calling for elimina­
tion of other activities, but address­
ing needs in a priority order to maxi­
mize the number of survivors. 

Because the church is not being 
mobilized for either, "The State of 
Church Giving Through 2006: Glob­
al Triage, MDG 4, and Unr~ached 
People Groups" notes, a strategy of 
global "triage" is needed to focus re­
sources on areas of greatest need. 

"In defining triage categories for 
the church to address, there is suffi­
cient Scripture to support a focus on 
helping, in Jesus' name, to stop pre­
ventable child deaths as a top pri­
ority," said authors John and Sylvia 
Ronsvalle. "These missions of pre­
ventable child deaths fit both the 
medical category of triage--interven­
tion can prevent death-as well as 
the moral and spiritual focus of tak­
ing care of the weakest among us." 

The 18th edition of the report, 
from the Christian service and re­
search organization empty tomb, ex­
plores giving trends as an evidence 
of church members' .commitments 
to their professed Christian beliefs. 

It cites evidence pointing to a tep­
id U.S. church far too similar to the 
church in ancient Laodicea, con­
demned in the third chapter of Rev­
elation for being "lukewarm" as op­
posed to either "hot" or '.'cold." The 
authors say the U.S. church needs to 
change its self-centered indifference 
or risk separation from the larger 
body of Christ and marginalization 
from the culture. 

The book uses the benchmark of 
No. 4 in the Millennium Develop­
ment Goals. The objectives were es­
tablished by world leaders to fight 
global poverty. Goal No. 4 sought to 
cut by two-thirds the mortality rate 
for children under the age of 5 by 
2015. 

An estimated 9.7 million chil­
dren under 5 die around the globe 
each year. About two-thirds of those 
deaths are due to preventable causes 
like diarrhea, measles, respiratory 
infections, malaria and malnutri­
tion. The report calculates the cost 

Giving as a percent of income has 
declined since the 1960s, and the 
portion spent beyond the local con­
gregation through benevolences has 
declined steadily. · 

The overall level of giving to in-

Abortion trauma hits both women and men 
By Elizabeth Wood 
Baptist Press 

Washington (BP)-Martha Shuping knows the 
trauma of abortion. 

The Winston-Salem, N.C., psychiatrist recent­
ly told the story of a client who was a happily 
married, stay-at-home mom until she found out 
she was pregnant with another baby. Her hus­
band said he had no room in his life for anoth­
er child and asked her to abort the baby. After 
consulting with their pastor, who supported the 
husband's decision, the woman terminated the 
pregnancy. 

"After the abortion took place, my patient 
became severely depressed, unable to function 
in her role as a morn and homemaker, and she 
ended up being admitted to the hospital," Shup­
ing recalled. "She identified the abortion as the 
cause of her problems." 

Shuping described the incident at a Family 
Research Council panel discussion earlier this 
month in Washington about post-abortion trau­
ma and its effects on women and men. 

A recent Elliot Institute poll showed 85 per­
cent of 626 Americans surveyed believe negative 
emotional problems are common after having 
an abortion. 

"There is little doubt today that we face a cri­
sis of credibility," noted Vincent Rue, director of 
the Institute for Pregnancy Loss. 

Rue said Planned Parenthood, which de­
scribes itself as the leading health care provider 
for women, does not treat its patients for post­
abortion trauma. He also said members of the 
American Psychological Association task force 
on abortion report they do not treat clinical pa­
tients for such a disorder either. 

Priscilla Coleman, associate professor of hu­
man development and family studies at Bowling 
Green State University in Ohio, said abortions 
worldwide average one per woman and, by the 
age of 45, more than 35 percent of U.S. women 
have had one. She also pointed out the identifi­
cation of risk factors involved in abortions plays 

a major role in research results. 
Shuping noted that research shows a high 

percentage of women experience post-traumat­
ic stress after an abortion. She said she believes 
it is not uncommon for women to feel pressured 
into having unwanted abortions , pointing to a 
2004 study that found 64 percent of women who 
reported having abortions under duress. 

David Reardon, director of the Elliot Insti­
tute, said he believes there is not only a crisis 
of unwanted pregnancies but also of unwanted 
abortions. 

"It is up to us to prove abortion is dangerous," 
Reardon said during the panel discussion, "be­
cause the assumption is abortion's safe." 

Catherine Coyle, co-director of the Alliance 
for Post-Abortion Research and Training, said 
she believes men also battle with post-abortion 
trauma. 

A two-year survey conducted to find results 
of post-abortion effects on males revealed pat­
terns of depression, fear, anger and guilt. 

"These authors stated that 58 percent of the 
men were potentially at risk of prolonged or 
unresolved grief, as they did not discuss their 
feelings or complaints with anyone," Coyle ex­
plained. 

Rue indicated the trauma of abortion often is 
hard to publicly acknowledge or support. 

"The woman or man lose in isolation, dread­
ed silence," he said. "For such an individual, 
grief is disenfranchised." 

Rue said it is a common assumption that 
abortion is an intentional human death event. 
He believes this can often cause mental health 
concerns with both women and men. 

"Politics attempts to camouflage what the 
head and the heart know all too clearly," Rue 
noted. "This is not a wart removal or the mor­
al equivalent of a tooth extraction. If abortion 
is perceived as violating one's moral code or re­
ligious values, we know it is likely to precipitate 
significant intra-psychic conflict and present a 
risk to one's health." 

to each U.S. church member for pre­
venting those deaths: eight cents a 
day. 

If members of Christian church­
es had chosen to give 10 percent of 
their income to their congregations 
in 2006, instead of the 2.5 percent ac­
tually given, it would have made an 
additional $110 billion available for 
church work. By one estimate an ad­
ditional $70 billion to $80 billion a 
year would be enough to address ba­
sic needs of the world's poorest. 

The book also says the Southern 
Baptist Convention has not motivat­
ed its 16.3 million members to sup­
port missionary efforts adequately. 

SBC leaders say 2,800 more mis­
sionaries are need~d to engage 5,900 
people groups with little or no ac­
cess to a Christian witness. At an 
estimated expense of $65,000 per 
cross-cultural missionary, the total 
cost for these missionaries would be 
$182 million a year. 

The 2008 goal for the SEC's Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering, however, 
was only $5 million larger than the 
2007 amount. Had Southern Baptist 
leaders included the cost of sending 
those additional missionaries in the 
goal, they would have asked for an 
extra $11.16 per Southern Baptist 
church member. The average dollar 
figure per member given to SBC over­
seas mission work in 2006 was $17. 

"There is growing consensus that 
the resources and methods exist to 
alleviate the physical suffering of 

people around the globe," the book 
says. "Church leaders also consider 
the task of presenting the gospel to 
every people group on earth an in­
creasingly attainable goal. 

"In both cases the problem is 
not that the needs are too great. 
The problem is that the available re­
sources are not being mobilized to 
implement the available solutions." 

Americans gave more than $128 
billion to charitable causes in 2006. 
Most of that-70 percent-went to 
churches and religious organiza­
tions. 

In order to respond to global 
need, the book says individuals need 
to feel connected to a larger body. 

"When church leaders are not 
providing strategic direction that 
helps set priorities to solve, not 
just cope with, global word and 
deed need, church members feel 
overwhelmed," it states, using the 
phrase the book employs to refer to 
global physical and spiritual needs. 

"Church leaders could empow­
er their members by helping to set 
priorities that give those members 
permission to care about the entire 
need," it continues. "In the same 
way that triage provides battlefield 
medical units with the ability to 
respond amidst the chaos around 
them, a broadly accepted strategy of 
triage for global word and deed need 
could help replace hopelessness 
with engagement among church 
members." 
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We are not in control 
Traffic is a good reminder 
that God is in control of all 

Have you ever thought, "I can't 
seem to fix this?" I am sure at some 
point we have all had that thought 
run through our minds. Through a 

where we cannot fix the problem. In 
all actuality, it seems as though the 
efforts of a worldwide governmen­
tal strategy are failing as well. 

From time to time, we as be­
lievers need to be reminded that 
in spite of all our resources, we 

variety of events, I feel as 
though the Lord has been 
recently reminding me 
that He is in control and 
I am not. One rainy morn­
ing last week, I was driv­
ing our oldest son, Alex, 
to school. Due to multiple 
accidents the whole pro­
cess was greatly slowed 
and now matter what de­
tour I took, I simply could 
not fix the delay we were 
experiencing. After drop­

David Melber 

remain quite helpless in 
controlling our circum­
stances-whether it is 
traffic, the stock market 
or our health. What we 
are "able" to do is control 
our reaction. Colossians 3: 
12 tells us that we should 
"put on a heart of.compas­
sion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience." 
When I think about how I 
respond to traffic and the 
financial crisis (more spe­

ping Alex off at school, I again was 
delayed due to another traffic ac­
cident on Interstate 64. Frustra­
tion set in. Traffic was completely 
stalled-no real way I could fix that 
either. 

While experiencing these frus­
trations, Pastor Alistair Begg's 
message was on the radio. He was 
preaching on the fact that we can­
not do anything. Everything is in 
God's hands. The Lord was allow­
ing the message to penetrate my 
heart, reinforcing what I was expe­
riencing in traffic. 

As the entire world has been 
rocked by the global financial cri­
sis, we find ourselves in a position 

'Learn to do right' 
Thanksgiving Offering helps 
Kentucky's at-risk children 

Sunrise Children's Services is 
kicl<ing off its annual Thanksgiv- . 
ing Offering campaign in Novem­
ber. The Bible tells us in Isaiah 1:17, 
"Learn to do right. Seek 
justice, encourage the 
oppressed . Defend the 
cause of the fatherless." 
We need the members 
of every Kentucky Baptist 
church to embrace that 
~ission and support us 
as we minister to abused 
and neglected children 
across the state. · 

cifically how it affects us personal­
ly and the Crossings ministry) my 
natural response is not what Colos- . 
sians prescribes. 

During such times and the un­
certainties that we face, I would en­
courage us all to continually seek to 
renew our minds daily by reading 
the Word. Again, we cannot control 
what tal<es place, but we can con­
trol and are accountable to control · 
our reactions. May it be with the 
demonstration of the fruit of the 
Spirit in all we do. 
David Melber is president of Kentucky 
Baptist Assemblies. Contact him at 
Box 99918, Louisville, KY 42069-0918; 
phone (502) 491-7000. 

financial donations. The Kentucky 
Baptist Convention's Cooperative 
Program only provides about 1.5 
percent of Sunrise's budget. 

Help us meet our $1 million goal 
for the 2008-09 Thanksgiving Offer­
ing campaign. We have made the of­

fering a yearlong opportu­
nity. Many churches still 
observe the tradition at 
Thanksgiving, but more 
are taldng up the offering 
at a time other than the 
holiday season when the 
demand for charitable do­
nations is overwhelming. 
Churches have discovered 
that Valentine's Day and 
other holidays are perfect Sunrise seeks justice 

when we provide food, 
clothing, shelter, medi­
cine and education to 
children who have been 

. . . times to show gratitude 
811/ SmithWICk for what they have by giv-

ing to children who are so 
denied in need of Christ's love. 

such basic necessities in the past. 
Sunrise encourages the oppressed 
by working with boys and girls to 
overcome deep emotional wounds. 
Sunrise defends the cause of the 
fatherless-even those without a 
single family member to depend 
upon-by maldng sure children re­
ceive the care that best suits their 
needs. In all these ways, children 
clearly see the unconditional love 
of Christ in action. 

Sunrise cares for nearly 400 kids 
every day through 10 residential 
programs and a statewide network 
offoster homes. God brings us chil­
dren who have no other place to 
go. The cost of meeting their needs 
topped $20 million last year. Al­
though .the state reimburses Sun­
rise for a portion of the costs, a $4 
million gap must be met through 

Your church should have re­
ceived a pad<et of bulletin inserts, 
pew envelopes and posters. If you 
need additional materials or would 
like to have a speaker from Sunrise 
at your church, call us at (800) 456-
1386. Information also is available 
at www.sunrise.org. 

The Thanksgiving Offering is a 
longstanding tradition-the one 
time each year Sunrise asks all Bap­
tist churches to collect offerings for _ 
the children. Kentucky's at-risk chil­
dren are part of the "harvest field" 
and mission of Kentucky Baptists. 
The Scriptures make it clear that 
the church has a responsibility to 
care for these kids. Don't forget the 
Thanksgiving Offering. 
Bill Smithwick is president of Sunrise 
Children's Services. Contact Sunrise at 
(502) 538-1000 or www.sunrise.org 

SMILE. 
For Heaven's Sake 
I W 

I'D BETTER 
HURRY OR 
I'LL MISS 
TONIGHT'S 
DEBAT~! 

You'RE REALLY INTO 
THE PRESIDENTIAL 
RACE, HUH. REV. 

Church of the Covered Dish 
I KNOW YOU'VE HAD SOME 

6/2 

PROBLEMS WITH 
HAIR LOSS ... 

Bible Crosswords 
Across 
1 Juliette Low's organization 

(abbr.) 
4 Depot (abbr.) 
7_ reliever 
11 "The _ state of that man is 

worse than the first" 
(Luke 11 :26) 

13 Desire 
14 Competent 
15 Theory 
16 Old auto 
17 Wild goat 
18 Stinging comment 
19 Welfare; benefit 
21 "And _ also the Jairite was 

a chief ruler about David" 
(2 Samuel 20:26) 

23 Part of a day (abbr.) 
24 Orie-_ is a tithe 
27 Righteous, symbolical name of 

Israel (var.) 
32 One of Lamech 's two wives 

(Genesis 4:19) 
33 Conjunction 
34 Late folk singer Laura 
35 David's nephew 

(2 Samuel13:3) 
38 "Yet through the_ of water 

it will bud, and bring forth 
boughs" (Job 14:9) 

39 Certain therapist (abbr.) 
40 Kitchen necessity 
41 "Can two walk 

(Amos 3:3) 
46 "_ it Romantic?" 
49 Inter 
50 On or upon (prefix) 

last week's solution 

© 1999 Barbour Publishing 

~rD YOU~ AP!'EARAIJCE f5 li_ IMPORTANT TO 
~ PASTORS ... 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
I 

51 Unit of weight in the Middle 
East 

52 Practices fabrication 
53 __ Perce, North American 

Indian tribe 
54 Heads 
56 Center; source 
57 Understand; realize 
58 " __ unto you, scribes and 

Pharisees" (Matthew 23:14) 

Down 
1 Speaking too easily 
2 Actress Thompson 
3 Tribe to which Anna the 

prophetess belonged (Luke 2) 
4 Mideast country 
5 Problem child? 
6 "And he (Samson] said ... then 

shall I be weak, and be as · 
_man" (Judges 16:11) 

7 Matched set 
8 French clergy member 
9 Channel, Solomon, Hawaiian, et 

al. , to Christophe 
10 __ ! (word heard in a queue) 
12 Aka Dorcas (Acts 9) 
20 Sounds of hesitation 
22 _factor (group of 

antigens) 
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Thom Tapp 

BUT DON'T YoU THINK THE 
"Ell/IS" LOOK IS JUST A BIT 

01/ER THE TOP? 

By Janet Adkins 

24_Mahal 
25 People living in southern 

Nigeria 
26 Feminine nickname 
27 Patient and faithful sufferer 
28 "But ye have an __ from 

the Holy One, and ye know all 
things" (1 John 2:20) 

29 Deli loaf · 
30 Footed vase 
31 __ a chance 
36 Period 
37 Site of Mars' hill 
38 Thus 
40 "In a race run all, but one 

receiveth the 
(1 Corinthians 9:24) 

41 Bath powder 
42 Highly spiced stew 
43 The_ eagle (fowl not to be 

eaten; Leviticus 11 :18) 
44 "Among these nations 

shalt thou find no_ " · 
(Deuteronomy 28:65) 

45 Fencer's adjunct 
47 Garbage_ 
48 Mount __ , in the land of 

Moab, gateway to Canaan 
(Deuteronomy 32) 

55 Compass point 
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Oklahoma Baptist 
University names 
Whitlock president 

Shawnee, Okla. 
(ABP)-David Whitlock, 
46, an administrator 
at Southwest Baptist 
University in Bolivar, 
Mo., has been named 
Oklahoma Baptist 
University's 15th 
president, school 
trustees announced 
Oct. 10. 

Whitlock has been 
associate provost and 
dean ofthe college of 
business and computer 
science at Southwest 
Baptist since 1999. He 
also has served as dean 
of adult and satellite­
campus programs since 
2007. 

Before that, he 
taught for 14 years at 
Southeastern Oldahoma 
State University. He also 
has been a. bivocational 
pastor for churches 
in Oklahoma and 
Missouri. 

Whitlock follows 
Mark Brister, who 
retired in November 
2007 after serving 
Oldahoma Baptist since 
1998.John Parrish 
has served the past 
12 months as interim 
president. Whitlock will 
assume the post Nov. 3. 

N.Y. pastor faces child-porn 
charges, revoked ordination 

Oswegatchie, N.Y. (ABP)-A state­
wide fellowship of independent Barr 
tist churches in New York is recom­
mending the removal of one of its 
pastors arrested on child-pornogra­
phy charges. 

Leaders of First Baptist Church in 
the Upstate New York town of Oswe­
gatchie demanded and received the 
resignation of Pastor Merton Parks 
after local media reported he was 

· part of a federal investigation. Parks, 
60, was arraigned Oct. 9 and charged 
with possessing child pornography. 

Craig Golden, state representa­
tive for the Empire State Fellowship 
of Regular Baptist Churches, said his 
group's polity means it would be up 
to the local church that ordained 
Parks to withdraw its ordination. 

Golden said he does not yet know 
where Parks was ordained-or even if 
he is ordained at all-but that when 
the ordaining church is identified, 
"We would suggest or recommend 
to them or advise them that they fol­
low through, and if the charges are 
true, that they would revoke his or­
dination certificate." 

Golden aclmowledged that the 
Baptist focus on autonomy of the 
local church creates a special chal­
lenge for preventing or addressing 
pastoral misconduct among Barr 
tists. But, he added, the task is easi­
er today because of the Internet and 
other technological means that en­
able rapid communication. 

"If (Parks) goes to Utah and some 
little church gets his name, if they 
even go on the Internet and check 
it out, they'll see the whole story," 
Golden noted .. 

The Empire State Fellowship of 
Regular Baptist Churches is not for­
mally affiliated with the General As­
sociation of Regular Baptist Church­
es, but it partners voluntarily as are­
gional association with the GARBC 
in ministry endeavors. Local church­
es may affiliate with either or both 
groups. 

The GARBC separated from what 
is today called the American Baptist 
Churches USA over doctrinal differ­
ences in 1933. They strongly empha­
size local-church autonomy and re­
ject denominational structures like 
the Southern Baptist Convention as 
too connectional. 

"We are more disconnected than 
Southern Baptists,"- Golden said, 
"but we still recognize (that) this dis­
qualifies a man" for the ministry. 

This year, the Southern Baptist 
Convention considered establishing 
a national database of clergy sex 
abusers, but the SBC Executive Com­
mittee rejected the idea as impracti­
cal due to local-church autonomy. 

That has caused some activists 
against clergy sex abuse to criticize 
the SBC. The fact that an indepen­
dent Baptist group is recommend­
ing that a local church remove a pas­
tor in this case may only sharpen 
such criticism. 

"It's interesting that a Baptist 
group that claims to be even 'more 
disconnected' than Southern Barr 
tists can nevertheless take the ini­
tiative to research an accused minis­
ter's ordination and to publicly urge 
the revocation of his ordination," 
said Christa Brown of the Survivors 
Network of those Abused by Priests. 

The most frequently asked question these days 
Financial struggles bring renewed 
emphasis on being good stewards 

Unless you have been living on another planet 
the past 12 months, you certainly are aware of the 
current economic situation. You can call it a Wall 
Street problem or a Main Street problem, but if 
you do not have a nickel in the stock market you 
still are affected by what is going on in the world 
economy. The world is indeed much smaller than 
it was 25 years ago. 

Faith-based ministries are keenly 
aware that economic conditions have 
a tremendous effect on their funding. 
When you listen to your favorite Chris­
tian radio program or watch your favor­
ite Christian TV show, you often hear 
an urgent plea for additional support. 
You also are likely receiving more re­
quests in the mail. 

do. Most of us who serve in faith-based ministries 
know that there is no real light at the end of the 
financial tunnel at this time. So things are likely 
to get worse before they get better. 

One of th.:" most commonly asked question of 
me these days is, "How is Oneida doing financial­
ly?" OBI has a long history of being very frugal. 
I often have stated that I would rather have less 
during "good times" and_ know I had to make ev­
ery dollar go as far as it could possibly go, than 

have plenty during "good times" and 
know that we had not been the best pos­
sible stewards of our -money. I feel hav­
ing more than one really needs makes it 
easy to forget stewardship. 

If you spend much time with me, 
you will learn that I have very little pa­
tience for waste or poor stewardship. I 
am glad God made me that way. Yes, I 
keep things others throw away and I use 

Administrators dread times like 
these. Many of us like to believe that 

W.F. Underwood things that others likely would not. My 

we are being the best possible stewards of our 
money all the time, and that further cuts in bud­
gets are not possible since all "needless" expenses 
have already been eliminated. Yet every adminis­
trator also knows that when push comes to shove, 
further cuts simply must be made. It is not good 
stewardship to ask friends to increase their giving 
unless your ministry has made every reasonable 
effort to cut costs. 

Our son serves in another faith-based minis­
try. We talked to him recently, and my wife could 
sense the ~neasiness in his voice. He sensed that 
several people in his ministry could be laid off or 
even lose their jobs. While he felt his job was rea­
sonably secure, he was grieving over the possibil­
ity of losing some close ministry friends. The fi­
nancial gifts were not coming in as they normally 

faculty and staff have had to adjust over 
the years to the reality that there are few things 
that will cause me to lose my cool quicker than 
waste. Most of our friends believe that OBI, day in 
and day out, strives to be a good steward. 

Where are we today? Like other ministries, we 
suffer from fewe-r and smaller donations. Howev­
er, you are suffering, too. Oneida does not make 
pleas for additional funds except on rare occa­
sions. In my 15 years as president, we have only 
made two such requests. We will continue to 
strive to be the best possible stewards of what 
we have. I believe God will supply the friends and 
funds to meet our needs. May God bless you as you 
struggle to meet your needs, too. 
Wf Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida 
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org 
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I~mmanuel Baptist Church, Lexingto 

Dimner is free, hut reservation~,_ are requ.Efed. 

A Great Cloud of Witnesses 
Christian was encouraged by 
those God placed around him 

He hardly even had a chance to 
choose to go anywhere else. That's 
the thought I had when I heard 
Justin Christian's testimony about 
how he followed God's call to Clear 
Creek. Justin is a 21-year-old fresh­
man from Lancaster and a member 
of Forks of Dix River Barr 
tist Church where alum­
nus Jerry Browning serves 
as pastor. 

God literally placed a 
Clear Creek influence all 
around Justin to help him 
with his decision as to 
where he needed to go for 

· ministry training. "When 

college and was not really serious 
about growing in my relationship 
with Him. 

"Earlier this year, I went to a 
Bible conference with my church 
as a chaperone. I heard the con­
ference speaker tell a story about 
some missionaries in Turkey who 
were being persecuted for their 
faith. These missionaries were lit-

I shared my call to preach 
with my pastor, he told me 
about Clear Creek," Justin 
recalled. "There were three 

Donnie Fox 

erally being tortured and 
told to deny their Chris­
tian faith but they would 
not do it, even if it meant 
losing their lives. I re­
member telling God at 
that time thatl wanted to 
be that serious about my 
faitl1 . It was there at the 
conference that God be­
gan to speak to me about 
surrendering to His call 
to preach the gospel. I 

oth-
er people in our-church who were 
taking online classes; tl1ere was 
also someone in the church whose 
brother had graduated from Clear 
Creek; and on top of that, I have a 
great, great, great grandfather who 
graduated from Clear Creek two 
years after the school started." 

Now you know what I meant. 
Justin is glad to finally be at 

peace with where he knows God 
wants him to be. "I was saved when 
I was 10 years old," Justin said. "As I 
grew older I drifted away from the 
Lord, spent some time at another 

have been following God's call se­
riously since then. That is why I am 
here at Clear Creek." 

Now Justin is one of those "wit­
nesses" that can encourage others 
to come to Clear Creek just like 
those who went before him. What 
would he say to them? "Come and 
check it out. If Clear Creek is where 

· God wants you, He will provide the 
way for you to come." 

Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek 
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek 
Road, Pineville, KY 40977; toll-free: 
(866) 340-3196; Web site: www. 
ccbbc.edu; e-mail: dfox@ccbbc.edu 
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Neonatal intensive care unit is Alabama ministry's focus 1 

By Jeremy Dale Henderson 
The Alabama Baptist 

Montgomery, Ala. (BP)-Many ba­
bies admitted to the neonatal inten­
sive care unit-those born unexpect­
edly early, some even before their 
own baby showers-receive their first 
gifts from Dana Gallahair. 

She knocks on the door of an anx­
ious mother's room, gives the new 
mom a gift bag and then gets on 

. with her job as a registered nurse 
and care coordinator for the neona­
tal and newborn nursery at Baptist 
Medical Center South in Montgom­
ery, Ala. 

The bags help Gallahair with in­
troductions, but they are not issued 
by the hospital. They are supplied 
when needed by her friend and for­
mer patient Kim Wilson, founder 
of Footprints Ministry and member 
of Heritage Baptist Church in Mont­
gomery. Wilson started the neonatal 
intensive care unit ministry in Au­
gust 2007 to uplift and encourage 
parents ofNICU babies. 

Some 800 babies are admitted to 
the NICUs of Baptist South and Bap­
tist Medical Center East in Mont­
gomery each year. 

'In 2006, Wilson's son, John Park­
er, was one of them. 

Wilson <:an remember everything 
about her personal experience with 
the NICU at Baptist South-all the 
smells, sights, scary medical terms 
and crying, from both the babies 
and the parents. And there, behind 

a glass partition, in an incubator 
was John Parker. He was rushed to 
the NICU from Montgomery's Jack­
son Hospital for emergency surgery 
after his lung collapsed the day af­
ter he was born by planned Caesar­
ean section. 

Even if John Parker's mother had 
been able to be by his side, she could 
not have held him because of the Ns 
in his tiny arms. Monitors and ~res 
were everywhere. Wilson could not 
be with her son nor help him. 

It was, she said, "indescribably 
overwhelming." 

John Parker was released 10 days 
later. She and husband, Glenn, cred­
ited the prayers of friends, family 
and their church for the health of 
their son, who now is nearly 2 years 
old. 

Wilson also praised the compas­
sion of nurses such as Gallahair, 
with whom she would soon partner, 
with helping her family through 
those days. 

"It was such an emotional roller 
coaster," Wilson later wrote on the 
blog that serves · as the ministry's 
Website. 

It is a ride that she and Gallahair, 
through their Footprints ministry, 
are determined to mal<e less scary 
for others. 

Footprints "helps cushion what 
many parents would describe as a 
nightmare," noted Gallahair, a mem­
ber of Wadsworth Baptist Church in 
Deatsville, Ala., where her husband, 

The PNC Advantage for Religious Institutions 
Unlike other banks, we understand that religious and non-profit 
institutions have their own set of challenges. That's why we offer a 
program of unique products and services designed just for them. All 
to help improve the cash flow of your organization. Our business 
advisors can provide financing solutions! including long-term fixed 
rate loans for all of your special needs. And our latest automated 
technology-Offering Collection, Remote Deposit; Online Banking and 
Bill Pay-will help keep your organization on the path to success. 

FOR A FREE BROCHURE , CONTACT JOHN ANDERS AT 
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Bill, is pastor. "It can be a little bit of 
a silver lining in what might seem 
like a really dark cloud." · 

That silver lining comes with the 
gift bags-more than 400 distributed 
to date. The bags are filled with the 
expected goodies-from baby maga­
zines to burp cloths and gift cards 
for local stores and restaurants. They 
also provide for less-obvious needs 
lil<e travel necessities. 

Wilson said the toiletries such as 
a toothbrush and Kleenex are impor­
tant because most of the babies in 
NICU are premature and their fami­
lies are unprepared for an overnight 
stay in the hospital. 

But it is the blankets a new moth­
er can sleep with and then place 
with her baby, and the prayer re­
quest cards she can fill out and send 
to churches that people seem to ap­
preciate most. 

For Beth Barranco, it was the dis­
posable cameras that came in the 
bag, which she gave to the nurses 
to capture her daughter Peyton's 
first bath. Peyton arrived seven 
weeks early and weighed less than 
3 pounds when she was born. Bar­
ranco could not give her the bath or 
even be there to watch, but thanks 
to Footprints, she feels as though she 
were there. 

"It was just really great," recalled 
Barranco, a member of Heritage 
Baptist. "They gave us a gift basket 
when we had her, and Kim came and 
prayed with us all the time. It was so 

uplifting." 
Peyton stayed in the NICU at Bap­

tist East for six weeks. When she ar­
rived home more than a month ago, 
Wilson and company were there to 
welcome her with balloons, signs 
and footprints cut from poster board 
leading to the front door. 

"Kim still continues to pray with 
us. I tall< to her all the time," Bar­
ranco said. "It really is a great min­
istry." 

And a growing one-Footprints 
is on the verge of securing 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit status and could be ex­
panding into Atlanta and even Or­
lando, Fla. 

"I also hope to have a Footprints 
house one day for families to stay in 
while their babies are in the NICU," 
Wilson said. "I know the Lord has 
great things in store for this minis­
try. There is such a huge need." 

GEORGETOWN COLLEGE-

invites graduates and friends for 

Lunch and a 
College Update 

Tuesday, November 11 
11:45a.m. 

(Following the Morning Session) 

Chap_el Hill Presbyterian Church 
3534 Tates Creek Road 
Lexington, KY 40517 

R.S.V.P. appreciated by November 7 

502-863-8041 
or e-mail 

KathleenJohnson@georgetowncollege.edu 

GEORGETOWN 
C 0 L L E G E 

Live. Learn. Believe. 

BABY STEPS Kim 
Wilson (right), founder 
of Footprints, a ministry 
focused on families 
with infants in neonatal 
intensive care, encourages 
Kadra Parkman at her son 
Raley's bedside. Parkman, 
a fellow Footprints 
participant, said she 
believes God prepared 
her for her baby's long 
hospital stay through 
her involvement in the 
new ministry based in 
Montgomery, Ala. (Photo 
by Chris Mills) 

4 



• 

14 WESTERN RECORDER PEOPLE 

PRAYER 
PARTNERS 

Please pray for the 
following Kentucky 
Baptist missionaries 
and ministries: 

The Ughthouse 
Ministry in Mayfield. 
Supported by churches 

·and private donations, 
the minjstry is a 
shelter for women 
and children who are 
victims of domestic 
violence, or women 
who eire homeless or 
pregnant. Director 
Traci Lawrence, a 
member ofLone Oak 
First Baptist Church 
of Paducah, desires to 
expose hurting people 
to God by providing 
food, clothing, 
transportation, 
counseling, housing 
assistance and life-skills 
development. Pray that 
God will provide the 
needed materials and 
volunteers to complete 
the new shelter. Pray 
that hurting women 
and children will see 
the love of God through 
the facilities, words, 
teachings, values and 
deeds of the volunteers. 

MOUNTAINS TO THE MISSISSIPPI 
COMPILED BY STAFF 

• CADIZ-Donaldson Creek Church re­
cently called Wayne Glass as pastor. 
• CAMPBEllSVIllE-Campbellsville 
Church will host the Campbellsville 
University Orchestra for its fall con­
cert Nov. 6, 8:30 p.m., under the di· 
rection of Conductor j. Robert Gad· 
dis, dean of Campbellsville's School 
of Music, and Associate Conductor 
Wansoo Cho. The event is free. For 
more information, call (270) 789-
5237. 

Campbellsville University's Ken­
tucky Heartland Institute on Public 
Policy will present an address from 
Doug Bandow titled "Analysis of the 
2008 Election Cycle and Future Im· 
plications" Nov. 6, 5 p.m., in the Lit· 
tleAuditorim of the school's Student 
Union Building. Ban dow is vice presi­
dent of policy for Citizen Outreach, a ~ 
grassroots political organization. 
• CECiliA-Cecilia Church will hold 
revival services Nov. 2-5 with Ger· 
aid Murphy, director of missions for 
Severns Valley Association, as evan­
gelist. Erdie Carter is pastor. 
• EliZABETHTOWN-Calvary Church 
recently called Donald Alexander 
as pastor. 
• MAYFIElD-High Point Church will 
hold revival services Nov. 2, 10:30 
a.m. and 6:30 p.m.; Nov. 3·5, 6:30 
p.m., with Don Mathis as evangelist. 
Rick Hatley is pastor. 
• MOUNT OliVET-Mount Olivet 

Emmanuel Church will host a 
Trunk-a-Treat event Oct. 31 with 
candy, chili and hot dogs. The 
church also will host a pre-elec­
tion prayer gathering Nov. 3, 6: 
30 p.m., to pray for the coun­
try's leaders and for God's direc­
tion during the Nov. 4 election. 
Robert Ison is pastor. 

Church recently called jonathan 
Lewis as pastor. 
• PADUCAH-Park Avenue Church re­
cently called Bill COffman as pastor 
and ordained him to the gospel min­
istry Oct. 26. 
• PINSONFDRK-McVeigh Church re­
cently ordained Pastor james justice 
to the gospel ministry. 
• WilliAMSBURG-University of the 
Cumberlands will host its Cam­
pus Discovery Day Nov. 8 for pro­
spective students and their par­
ents. For reservations or more in­
formation, call (606) 539-4241, toll 
free at (800) 343·1609, or visit www. 
ucumberlands.edu. 
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~ CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

October 
31·11/2 International Student 

Conference, Cave City Convention 
Center. 

November 
1 101 Workshop, First Baptist 

Church, Somerset. 
8 Girls in Action Missions Event, 

Rich Pond Baptist Church, Bowling 
Green. 

10 J.H. Spencer Historical Society 
Inaugural Meeting, Heritage 
Baptist Church, Lexington. 

10 Kentucky Baptist Youth Ministers 
Association Fall Meeting, 
Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Lexington. 

10 Kentucky Baptist Music 
Conference, First Baptist Church, 
Brandenburg. 

10 KBC Mission Board , Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Lexington. 

11 KBC Annual Meeting, Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Lexington . 

14·16 All-State Junior High Choir, 
Hurstbourne Baptist Church, 
Louisville. 

For more information, call (BOO) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org 

KBC disaster relief teams clear 
debris from 80 Louisville homes 

louisville-Kentucky Baptist disas­
ter relief volunteers have completed 
work on 80 Louisville homes, in co­
ordination with the Metro United 
Way's Wind Warrior effort to help 
residents affected by winds from 
Hurricane Ike last month. 

According to Mary Sullivan, di­
rector of volunteer development 
for Metro United Way, more than 
30 Kentucky Baptist volunteers from 
across the state "helped clear debris 
from the homes of the elderly, dis­
abled and homebound." 

The volunteers began working on 

Oct. 20 and finished the effort Oct. 
24, Sullivan noted. 

Coy Webb, KBC's disaster relief as­
sociate, said the 30 volunteers who 
worked on the proj~ct came from 
Ashland, Bowling Green, Cadiz, Cal­
ifornia, Campbellsville, Elizabeth· 
town, Greenup, Livermore, Louis­
ville, Monticello, Paducah, Radcliffe, 
Somerset, Shepherdsville, Taylors­
ville and Wittensville. 

To learn more about Kentucky 
Baptist disaster relief efforts and 
how to participate, visit www.Ky 
Baptist.org/DR. 

Hispanic missionaries 
job and Marcela juarez 
of Central Kentucky. 
The Juarezes work 
with five different 
associations and 

CLASSIFIED Aos 

serve as Hispanic 
strategists in Lebanon, 
Danville, Louisville and 
Bloomfield. They work 
with Hispanic pastors 
in the area of church 
planting and ministry 
development. Pray that 
God will open greater 
doors of partnership 

. with existing churches 
that have a heart for 
Hispanic ministry. Pray 
that God will raise up 
additional Hispanic 
church planters and 
pastors to help in the 
work. 

If you would like 
Kentucky Baptists to 
join in praying for a 
ministry of your church 
qr association, please 
send the information to 
Eric Allen at EricAllen 
@kybaptist.org or call 
(866) 489·3530. 

AVAilABlE: Straightway Quartet, 
a traditional Southern Gospel male 
quartet, wants to share in your wor· 
ship experiences. Contact Dylan 
Mays, (502) 275-1794. 

FOR SALE: Church buses and vans 
-new and used. Call American Bus 
and Accessories,lnc., (800) 582· 7118. 

SEEKING:.Full-time pastor for FBC, 
Grayson, Ky. Send resumes to Roger 
Whitehead, 11121 Griffith Ave., Gray­
son, KY 41143. 

SEEKING: Music minister able to 
lead, plan and organize worship min­
istries (worship configured around 
pastor's sermon). Skilled in leading 
orchestra, choir and musical produc­
tions. Music currently is blended to 
contemporary. Experience with me­
dia ministries and graphics a plus. 
Send resume to ltate@centralbaptist 
wayx.org, Attn: search committee. 

SEEKING: Senior pastor who be­
lieves in the inerrancy of the Bi­
ble and has proven skills in preach­
ing, teaching, visitation, counsel­
ing, visioning, soul-winning, dis­
cipleship and administration. We 
are a conservative and progressive 
church with a bright future for min· 
istry and growth in a rapidly grow­
ing community just outside of Char­
lotte, N.C. We have six ministers and 
numerous outreach programs and 
specialized ministries, including a 
large deaf ministry. We are a mis­
sions-minded church, supportive 
of our local association, the Baptist 
state convention, and the SBC. Send 
resumes to Donna Jennings, chair· · 
person, Pastor Search Committee, 
Parkwood Baptist Church, 1069 Cen­
tral Drive, Concord, NC 28027; or 
donnaPastorSearch@carolina .rr 
.com. For general information: www 
. parkwoodbaptist.com. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for First 
Baptist Church, Mayfield, Ky. Degree 
from a Southern Baptist seminary. 
Salary package: $80,000 plus. Please 
send resume and non-returnable vid­
eo or DVD to: Pastor Search Commit· 
tee, First Baptist Church, 118 West 
South St., Mayfield, KY 42066. 

SEEKING: Part-time music director 
to direct music for Sunday services, 
attend staff meeting on Sunday af­
ternoon, and conduct choir practice 
on Sunday afternoon. Music educa· 
tion preferred-we'll give you experi­
ence. Salary, schedule and extras are 
negotiable. Contact Wicldand Bap­
tist Church at (502) 348·7661. 

SEEKING: Director of missions. 
Polk County Baptist Association is 
praying for a God-called, mission­
minded man to come alongside 
and continue to unite our church· 
es in mission efforts as a DOM. Rec· 
ommendations and resumes can be 
prayerfully submitted up to Nov. 
14 to the DOM Search · Commit· 
tee, c/o PCBA, PO Box 289, Benton, 
TN 37307; or e-mail to polkbaptist 
@bellsouth.net; put "DOM search" 
as the subject. 

SEEKING: Experienced income tax 
preparers for Lexington office. FT/PT. 
seasonal employment. Closed Sun­
days. (859) 489·1040. 

SEEKING: Minister of education. 
Virginia church seeks experienced 
candidate with passion for evan­
gelism, discipleship and missions. 
Must possess good administrative 
and relational skills. For more in­
formation about church, visit 
www.mthermonchurch.org. Send 
resumes to: Mount Hermon Baptist 
Church, 4385 Franklin Turnpike, 
Danville, VA 24540; or david@david 
satterfield.com. 

SEEKING: Part-time music minister 
for South Jefferson Baptist Church 
in Louisville, Ky. Blended style wor· 
ship. Send resumes to katmb@insight 
bb.com. 

SEEKING: Full-time youth minis· 
ter for First Baptist Church, Prince­
ton, Ky. Please send resume to Youth 
Search Committee, cjo Bro. Tom 
Hughes, 300 West Main St., Prince­
ton, KY 42445. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for Pe­
trey Memorial Baptist Church in 
Hazard, Ky. Please forward resumes 
and, if possible, DVD, CD or tape, to 
Pastor Search Team, Petrey Memorial 
Baptist Church, 14l Alto St., Hazard, 
KY 41701. www.petreymemorial.org. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
northern Kentucky Baptist church 
in Ten Mile Association. Conserva­
tive, support SBC and mission giv­
ing. Mail resumes to Brian Richards, 
10735 Hwy 127N, Glencoe, KY 41046; 
or e-mail to holbertju@fuse.net. 

SEEKING: Part-time children's 
minister (K-8th) for a small, but 
growing church in Shelby County. 
Request PD or send resume to Sa­
lem Baptist Church, 8311 Mount 
Eden Road, Shelbyville, KY 40065; or 
drjamese1@bellsouth.net. 

SEEKING: Part-time music minister 
for Audubon Baptist Church, 1046 

: Hess Lane, Louisville, KY 40217. Re­
sponsible for blended style congrega­
tional worship and choir directing. 
Mail resumes by Nov. 15, 2008, to Lin· 
da Owen, Worship Committee. Cell: 
(502) 836~8683. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for East 
Hickman Baptist Church, an histor­
ic church located 4 miles from Lex· 
ington, Ky. Send resume to: Pas­
tor Search Committee, 2125 Azalea 
Drive, Lexington, KY 40504. 

SEEKING: Full-time, enthusias­
tic, God-called children's/recreation 
minister to. serve an energetic, lov­
ing, growing church with exception­
al support from dedicated parents 
and congregation. Full job descrip­
tion available upon request. Please 
send resumes to FLC Search Com­
mittee, Marion Baptist Church, PO 
Box 384, Marion, KY 42064; or search 
commi ttee@marion baptistchurch 
.com. Deadline is Oct. 31. 

SEEKING: Part-time children's 
minister. Send resume and referenc­
es to: Friendship Baptist, 5411 Bengal 
Road, Campbellsville, KY 42718. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
Gap Creek Baptist Church, a con­
servative member of Cumberland 
Gap Baptist Association in Clai­
borne County, Tenn. Experience 
is preferred. Gap Creek has an ac­
tive membership of over 300 and is 
growing. If possible, send a CD or 
DVD of sermons along with a resu­
me to Gap Creek Baptist Church, 
PO Box 177, Arthur, TN 37707, Attn: 
Troy Poore. You may e-mail resume 

. to trpoore@hotmail.com; or fax to 
(423) 869-8777. 

SEEKING: Piano player for Bap­
tist church in Shepherdsville, Ky.; 
Thursday nights and Sunday morn­
ings. Paid position-salary negotia­
ble. Call (502) 802·9535. 

TICKETS: Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary alumni lun­
cheon. Tuesday, Nov. 11, 12:00 noon, 
Sal's Chop Shop (Malone's Banquets), 
one mile south of Immanuel Bap­
tist Church on Tates Creek Drive 
in the Landsdowne Shopping Cen­
ter. Cost: $20.41/person (includes 
tax, tip and beverage). Please con­
tact Keith Sands, (606} 723·2416, or 
k.s .sands@j uno.com . 
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Book says Southern Baptist women 
stronger than confession suggests 
By Bob Allen 
Associated Baptist Press 

Corvallis, Ore. (ABP)-While pro­
fessing to believe the Bible teach­
es them to submit to their hus­
bands, Southern Baptist women 
tend to function as equal partners 
when it comes to most decision 
making in the home, according to 
a new book by an author familiar 
with Southern Baptist women. 

That is due in large part, au­
thor Susan Shaw said, to the fact 
that Southern Baptist girls are 
taught from a young age to be­
lieve they have direct access to 
God-without any need for an in­
termediary like a husband or a 
minister. 

Shaw, director of women's 
studies at Oregon State Univer­
sity, wrote "God Speaks to Us, 
Too: Southern Baptist Women on 
Church, Home & Society" from 
the perspective of both an insider 
and outsider. She grew up South­
ern Baptist but now attends a 
United Church of Christ congre­
gation. 

She weaves her own experience 
with more than 150 interviews of 
c:urrent and former Southern 
Baptist women from various tra­
ditions :and backgrounds. 

"For years I had been intrigued 
by the contradictions in Southern 
Baptist women's lives," Shaw not­
ed. "They professed to be submis­
sive, but they ran their families 
and churches. They were South­
ern women with all of that cul­
tural baggage, and yet they were 
strong leaders, some even chal­
lenging cultural and denomina­
tional norms by being ordained 
and becoming pastors. So I want­
ed to explore those contradictions 
and complexities." 

She concluded that while the 
Southern Baptist Convention's 
official positions might seem to 
make women subordinate, South­
ern Baptist women are, in fact, 
a rebellious bunch. The level of 
rebellion varies from ordained 
women-who defy the decades­
old Southern Baptist tradition 
that girls can aspire to be mission­
aries but only boys can be called 
to preach-to stay-at-home moms 
who view their husbands as head 
of the home, yet exert significant 
influence on the direction of their 
families and churches. 

Shaw said Southern Baptist 
women are a diverse lot, but one 
thing they share across the spec­
trum is belief in the Baptist dis­
tinctive often termed "soul com­
petency" or "priesthood of the 
believer." Because of that belief, 
Shaw wrote in the book, whether 
or not a woman views herself as 
a complete equal to her husband 
or is assigned to a helper role, she 
answers only to God in matters of 
faith. 

"The doctrine of the priest­
hood of the believer has signifi­
cantly and essentially shaped the 
identity of Southern Baptist wom­
en," Shaw explained. "Each wom­
an I interviewed, without reserva­
tion, claims that God speaks to 
her, and, for many women, that 

belief has empowered them to 
challenge gender norms in South­
ern Baptist life." 

Shaw said a lot of people would 
be surprised to learn that South­
ern Baptist women are stron­
ger and more independent than 
their popular image might sug­
gest. They know they have pow­
er, but they exercise it in different 
ways-some through traditional 
ways and some in a more feminist 
fashion. 

"The bottom line, though, is if 
they feel like God is telling them 
something, then that's the way 
they're going to go," she point­
ed out. '"God speaks to us, too'­
that's what they kept telling me." 

In the book, Shaw profiles her 
mother as a typical Southern Bap­
tist woman of her generation. She 
would say her husband is head 
of the house, but he would never 
make a family decision without 
discussing it with her first. 

Shaw turns to her mother's 
Bible study group, nicknamed 
"the Clique," crs an important fo­
cus group representing the older 
generation of Baptist women. 

While they accept the lan­
guage of male headship, they do 
not view themselves as powerless 
in the home. "Man is the head," 
one member of the Clique com­
mented, "but woman is the neck 
that turns him." 

They are not afraid to disagree 
with their pastor and to tell him 
so. They may believe that only 
males should be pastors and dea­
cons, but it is common lmowl­
edge that without women, the 
average Baptist church could not 
function. 

Shaw noted women who es­
pouse submission still view them­
selves as equal to men in God's 
eyes. They see submission based 
on role, not value, and as a choice 
they make, not a requirement im­
posed on them. And they do not 
see male authority as all-encom­
passing. 

"It's a recognition that at some 
point in a marriage relationship 
wives and husbands are going to 
disagree, and at that point, they 
believe, the wife's role is to give in 
to the husband's authority," she 
said. "But on the whole, what they 
really practice is a partnership." 

Shaw grew up attending a 
Southern Baptist church in Rome, 
Ga. She earned master's and doc­
toral degrees from Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary in Lou­
isville, was ordained as a minis­
ter and taught eight years at Cal­
ifornia Baptist University. She 
left the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion about 13 years ago, following 
significant controversy between 
moderates and conservatives over 
issues such as women's ordination 
and the proper role of pastors. 

Conservatives ultimately won, 
and by ;woo had changed the con­
fessional document of the nation's 
largest Protestant faith group to 
discourage women pastors and 
teach that each wife should "sub­
mit herself graciously" to her hus­
band's "servant leadership." 
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Graham's grandsons reflect 
on mem.ories of 'Daddy Bill' 
By Adelle Banks 
Religion News Service 

Lynchburg, Va. (RNS)-Aram and 
Basyle ("Boz") Tchividjian, two of 
evangelist Billy Graham's 19 grand­
sons, have compiled a book of anec­
dotes about how their grandfather's 
ministry touched the lives of average 
people across the globe. 

In an interview, the two authors 
of "Invitation: Billy Graham and the 
Lives God Touched" talked about 
how their famous grandfather; who 
turns 90 on Nov. 7, and his late wife, 
Ruth, affected their own lives. 

Boz, 40, is an assistant professor 
oflaw at Liberty University School of 
Law in Lynchburg, Va., and Aram, 33, 
runs Loudmouth Creative, a West 
Palm Beach, Fla.-based Web site de­
sign and programming company. 
Their mother, Gigi, is Graham's el­
dest daughter. 

What would you say is your favor­
ite memory of how Billy Graham has · 
touched you as a grandfather? 

Aram: I remember going to vis­
it him when he was down (in Flori­
da) vacationing. His assistant had ac­
tually put him in the Ritz-Carlton. 
He was there for one day. He looked 
around and it was like, "This is way 
too nice. We need to leave." 

Here he is, he's Billy Graham, this 
world-famous guy. A lot of people 
tend to think, "Hey, I'm entitled to 
the nicest stuff." He's just so totally 
the opposite of that. 

Boz: He invited me to go to theRe­
publican National Convention with 
him in 1988 in New Orleans and I 
went down with a friend. We got to 
his room and baddy Bill opened the 
door. He was in his pajamas. He in­
vited us in. I could see he had been 

· sitting on his bed and his Bible was 
open. He could probably be with the 
president (or) the vice president, and 
he chose to be with his Heavenly Fa­
ther. 

Your grandfather was obviously 
on the road a lot during his decades 
of ministry-how much time did you 
get to spend with him? 

Aram: Almost every summer I 
can think of growing up, we spent in 

· Montreat, N.C., for about six weeks. 
Maybe he was only there part of the 
summer. 

Boz: We probably saw them less 
than a lot of grandchildren see their 
grandparents but, on the flip side, 
the fact that I was able to be almost 
40 years old when my grandmother 
died is a blessing I know that not a 
lot of other people have. 

Did you get to do typical things 
one might do with a grandfather or 

Aram and Basy/e Tchividjian 

was his schedule too busy for that? 
Aram: I remember going on 

walks down the mountain, picking 
blackberries, those kinds of things. 
Just generally sitting around as a kid 
and him telling stories or just talk­
ing with him on our porch in Flor­
ida, going out to eat at Morrison's 
Cafeteria or Red Lobster. 

Boz: We did things that were 
normal, everyday things-go out to 
dinner, spend time in the badcyard 
when he would come to South Flor­
ida, ride on the Intracoastal (Water­
way) in a sailboat. 

Recently, your grandfather was 
briefly hospitalized after tripping over 
one of his dogs. How is he doing? 

Aram: I asked my mom. She said 
he was doing fine . He was in good 
spirits. He said he was very sore but 
he hadn't broken any bones. She said 
the nurse that tried to catch him sus­
tained worse injuries than he did be­
cause I think she broke her finger. 

You dedicated the book to your 
grandparents calling them "Daddy 
Bill" and ''Tai Tai." Where did your 
grandmother's nickname come 
from? 

Boz: It means "old woman" in· 
Chinese. Why we were calling our 
grandmother "old woman"? I'm not 
sure. 

What do you recall most about 
them as a couple? 

Boz: My grandmother was a huge 
character. Without her, there would 
not have been a him. There were 
times I saw them disagree with each 
other, times I saw them hugging on 
each other. There was a quiet love be­
tween the two of them. They would 
hold hands for a long time. 

I remember the last time I saw my 
grandmother, just about a month be­
fore she died. She was just real crum­
pled up, lying in bed. I'll never forget 
the last vision I have of them-him 
leaning over and giving her a big kiss 
on the cheek 

He told me after she died, "We 
had this thing every day at 4 o'clock 
Wherever I was in the world I would 
call her." He said, "I still find my­
self at 4 o'clock ... reaching for the 
phone." 

'Love Dare' tops NYT bestseller list 
New York (BP)-The "Love Dare" 

book-which plays a central role in 
the movie "Fireproof'-hit No. 1 on 
The New ·York Times bestseller list 
for paperback advice books Oct. 10. 

Written by Stephen and Alex Ken­
drick-the brothers who also wrote 
the film's screenplay-the book is 
in its seventh printing by B&H Pub­
lishing Group, a division of LifeW:ay 
Christian Resources. It encourages 
the reader to take a 40-day journey 
to strengthen his or her marriage. 

"To see 'Fireproof is to want the 
book," said John Thompson, mar-

keting vice president for B&H Pub­
lishing. "At the same time, for read­
ers, this powerful little book stands 
alone in opening new understand­
ing-and new relationships." 

The movie, which tells the story 
of how a firefighting captain, played 
by Kirk Cameron, works to save his 
failing marriage, passed the $20 mil­
lion mark last week in total gross 
and has finished in the Top 5 on a 
per-theater average in its first three 
weekends. It remains the top fan-rat­
ed film at Fandango.com, a ticket­
buying Web site. 
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