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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Bush: U.S. ahead of 
goal to treat global 
HIV/AIDS epidemic 

Washington (BP)-The United 
States has achieved a goal ahead of 
schedule established by the Bush ad­
ministration to provide treatment to 
2 million HN-infected people glob­
ally, the president said during last 
week's World AIDS Day. 

"When we got started, there were 
50,000 people getting antiretrovi­
rals in all sub-Sahara Africa," Bush 
told megachurch pastor Rick War­
ren during a special forum in Wash­
ington. "And we set a goal of 2 mil­
lion by five years to get antiretrovi­
rals .... Today we're able to announce 
that we're over 2 million in less than 
five years." 

The president received an award 
from Warren for his efforts in lead­
ing the United States to combat HN/ 
AIDS around the world. Warren, pas­
tor of Saddleback Church in South­
ern California, presented the first In­
ternational Medal of PEACE to Bush 
Dec. 1 on the 20th anniversary of 
World AIDS Day. 

"No world leader has ever done 
more for global health than Presi­
dent George W. Bush, and I think 
we need to recognize that," Warren 
annnouced at the Saddleback Civil 
Forum on Global Health. 

Saddleback's PEACE Plan ini­
tiative seeks to gather millions of 
Christians to promote reconcilia­
tion; equip servant leaders; assist 
the poor; care for the sick; and edu­
cate the next generation. The faith­
based effort is conducted in cooper­
ation with governments and busi­
ness leaders. 

The President's Emergency Plan 
for AIDS Relief-announced in 2003 
- was a pledge of$15 billion over five 
years to fight the HN/AIDS epidemic, 
especially in Africa. The largest inter­
national health initiative ever insti­
tuted by a country, PEPFAR set goals· 
of treating 2 million HN-infected 
people, preventing 7 million new in­
fections and supporting care for 10 
million people. 

On World AIDS Day, the White 
House cited the following achieve­
ments in the effort: 

• Antiretroviral treatment for 
more than 2.1 million people global­
ly, more than 2 million of that total 
in sub-Saharan Africa. (Antiretrovi­
rals are drugs used to treat infection 
by HN and other retroviruses.) 

• Support care for more than 
10.1 million people, including more 
than 4 million orphans and vulnera­
ble children. 

•Assistance that resulted in the 
births of almost 240,000 HN-free ba­
bies whose infected mothers utilized 
programs that prevented them from 
passing on the virus. 

Accountability in achieving mea­
surable goals, along with authority 
and responsibility by local leaders 
and participation by faith-based or­
ganizations, were important parts of 
the PEPFAR approach, Bush noted. 

Microphone check 
A recent FCC ruling 
could have churches 
singing a new tune 
By David Winfrey 
State Correspondent 

louisville-Church leaders and 
technical specialists who use wire­
less microphones should prepare 
now for changes that might ren­
der their gear useless by early next 
year. 

That's the advice from man­
ufacturers and other observers, 
who say recent actions by the Fed­
eral Communications Commis­
sion might have churches, concert 
halls and other groups shelling out 
bucks for new sound equipment. 

"The sky is falling, but just not 
yet," said L:<rry Branniu, an audio­
video specialist with the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention, who has been 
researching this issue for several 
months. 

The issue is a complex one in­
volving access to the broadcast 
channels used by TV stations and 
others to deliver their signal. 
When signals from two or more 
TV stations, wireless microphones 
or other devices compete for. tp.e 
same channel, inte1ference re­
sults in static sound or a dropped 
signal. The result is someone does 
not hear the sermon, solo or soap 
opera. 

Three interrelated actions by 
the FCC have a variety of groups 
scrambling to respond. 

Auction and eviction. Earlier 

this year, the FCC auctioned off 
channels 52-69 to wireless carri­
ers for $19.6 billion. (These chan­
nels also are known as the 700 
MHz channeis of the spectrum.) 
Wireless carriers will introduce 
products that use these channels 
to deliver broadband Internet and 
other daLa service to their custom­
ers. As a result, any device, includ­
ing wireless microphones, current­
ly using those channels run a real 
risk of conflicting with these new 
devices. 

D1V transition. As you probably 
have learned from the recent bar­
rage of announcements, the FCC 
has mandated that all broadcast 
television channels complete their 
transition to digital television sig­
nals on Feb. 17. Currently, many 
stations occupy two channels on 
the spectrum to transmit the new 
digital signal and the older analog 

signal. On the day your rabbit ears 
antenna becomes obsolete, the 
channel spectrum will be freed up 
for use by other devices. 

crowding airwaves. A variety 
of companies are beginning to de­
velop commercial devices that 
will use these open (also known as 
"whrte space") channels. The FCC rs 
instituting rules regarding their 
use, but some technicians and 
other observers question whetl1-
er what is being mandated now is 
how these devices will work in the 
future. 

Brannin said the initial concern 
is for churches whose current mi­
crophones operate in channels 52-
69. "At some point it's going to 
happen that they're going to have 
problems if they're operating in 
that 700 band," he explained. 

The Kentucky Baptist Conven-
0 See New wireless ... Page 3 

In Brazil, Kesler's fluency is missions catalyst 
By Emilee Brandon 
SBC International Mission Board 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (BP)-When 
Phil and Donya Kesler started the 
language school in Campinas, Bra­
zil, in the late 1990s, neither knew 
a word of Portuguese. After the first 
few months of study, Phil was fluent, 
Donya recalled. 

So he headed to the favelas 
(slums) of the city with one of their 
daughters, Anna, then 9, to start a 
Portuguese-speaking church. They 
began a Bible study in a home before 
moving · to a school. Anna taught 
dtildren not much younger than 
herself Bible stories, while her dad 
shared the gospel with adults. 

Soon Phil began inviting fellow 
language school students to prac­
tice their language skills by teaching 
Bible studies to the congregation. 

Two years later when the Keslers 
returned to Campinas to visit, the 
church was still thriving with an at­
tendance of 150 people. 

For more than a decade, Phil Kes­
ler's gift for learning languages has 
contributed to his success in train-

ing Brazilian missionaries in cross­
cultural outreach. He can read, 
write and speak Portuguese, Ara­
bic, French, Chinese and Spanish as 
well as read and write Greek and He­
brew. 

This year, Kesler began serving as 
the Brazilian Home Mission Board's 
ethnic ministries coordinator, lead­
ing evangelism courses at Wake Up 
Brazil home missions conferences 
throughout the country. 

"We have (ethnic ministries) go­
ing on all over the country, but not 
as much as I would like," said Kesler, 
a Virginia native. "This is why I am 
going around the country teaching. 

"I am working on a five-year plan 
to select, train and supervise up to 
20 new Brazilian missionaries that 
will work with ethnic and immi­
grant groups-Chinese, Japanese, 
Arabs- in the nation." 

His love for reaching these groups 
grew, he recalled, over the seven 
years he and his family lived in Foz 
do Iguac;:u-home to not only some 
of the largest waterfalls in the world 
0 See Keslers bridge culture ... Page 6 

GREAT MOBILIZER Southern Baptist 
missionary Phil Kesler is the strategy 
mobilizer for Brazil. He shares his pas­
sion for missions with almost everyone 
he meets. His primary duty is to get 
Brazilians, Americans and other Great 
Commission Christians involved in mis­
sion work in Brazil and South America. 
(1MB photo) 
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Former seminary 
president Pollard 
dies at age 74 

Study shows WMU increases SBC support Southern Seminary 
professor elected 
society president San Anselmo, Calif. 

(BP)-Frank Pollard, 
longtime preacher on 
the former "Baptist 
Hour" radio broadcast 
and president of Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary from 1983-
86, died Nov. 30 at his 
home in San Anselmo, 
Calif. He was 74. 

Pollard had suffered 
from Parkinson's 
disease in recent years, 
according to news 
reports. 

As Golden Gate's 
fifth president, 
Pollard led in the 
redevelopment of the 
Northern California 
campus and in the 
seminary's enrollment 
gains. He left GGBTS in 
1986 to return as pastor 
of First Baptist Church 
of Jackson, Miss., where 
he previously had 
served from 1974-80. 
Pollard retired in 2002. 

During his 4Q-plus 
years in the ministry, 
he served as Mississippi 
Baptist Convention 
president from 2002-04 
and was selected by 
Time magazine in 1979 
as one of the seven 
leading Protestant 
preachers in America. 

He was the weeldy 
voice of"The Baptist 
Hour" for more than 
20 years, beginning 
in 1976, and also 
was featured on a TV 
version of the program. 

Pollard was a 
graduate ofTexas 
A&M University, 
Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
in Fort Worth, Texas, 
and New Orleans 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 

Pollard is survived 
by his wife, Jane, two 
children and one 
grandchild. 

By Bob Allen 
Associated Baptist Press 

Birmingham, Ala. (ABP)-Southern 
Baptist churches that have Wom­
an's Missionary Union organiza­
tions support the denomination's 
missions programs at significant­
ly higher levels than congregations 
without WMU, according to an anal­
ysis of reported church giving. 

Tensions over several issues sur­
faced in recent years between some 
Southern Baptist Convention lead­
ers and leaders of the independent­
ly governed auxiliary group, found­
ed in 1888 to promote SBC mis­
sions. They included WMU's refus­
al to submit to direct oversight by 
the denomination and the group's 
decision to remain part of the Bap­
tist World Alliance women's depart­
ment after the SBC severed ties with 
the global Baptist group in 2004. 

Despite those differences, a new 
breakdown of giving patterns sug­
gests missions education by WMU 
continues to play an important role 
in inspiring local churches to give 
more money to SBC missions. 

A review of annual statistics col­
lected by Life Way Christian Resourc­
es found that churches that have 
age-level WMU organizations like 
Girls in Action and Women on Mis­
sion support the SEC's unified bud­
get and two annual special missions 
offerings at higher per-capita levels 
than those without ongoing mis-

sions education. 
The study, conducted jointly by 

WMU and the SBC North American 
Mission Board, found that churches 
with missions-education programs 
supported by one or both of the or­
ganizations gave $43.28 per member 
to the Cooperative Program. That 
compared to $23.65 per capita by 
churches without such programs. 

Giving to the Lottie Moon Christ­
mas Offering for foreign missions 
was $3.29 per capita from churches 
without missions education, com­
pared to $9.05 from those with mis­
sions education. Per-member giving 
for the Annie Armstrong Easter Of­
fering for home missions was $5.34 
for churches with missions educa­
tion, compared to $1.54 for those 
without (see story on page 11). 

Working together for missions 
Wanda Lee, WMU's executive di­

rector, acknowledged to a group of 
Baptist state convention executive 
directors and editors that "there 
have been some rocky times" with 

· recent years' leadership transitions 
at WMU and the SEC's two mission 
boards, "but we are learning how to 
work together for missions." 

Lee, meeting with Baptist leaders 
at a Dec. 2-3 briefing at WMU head­
quarters in Birmingham, Ala., said 
that communication between the 
auxiliary and the SBC agencies has 
improved in the last year. 

F_ormer SBC missionary is primary 
susp.ect in insurance scam in Ala. 

Gulf Shores, Ala. (ABP)-The South­
ern Baptist International Mission 
Board declined to press criminal em­
bezzlement charges in 2005 against 
a man now accused of stealing hun­
dreds of thousands of dollars in an 
Alabama insurance scam. 

Benton Gray Harvey and an ac­
complice are suspected of scam­
ming hundreds of thousands of dol­
lars from residents of tl1e Alabama 
Gulf Coast. 

According to legal documents ob­
tained by the Mobile (Ala.) Press-Reg­
ister, the IMB won a judgment of 
nearly $359,500 against Harvey in 
March of2005. 

The suspect, under the name 
Gray Harvey, served through the 
mission board as an accountant for 
a Baptist outpost in Istanbul. 

IMB trustees fired Harvey over al­
legations that he stole hundreds of 
thousands of dollars earmarked for 
earthquake relief and reportedly de­
cided against pressing charges, cit­
ing concerns for missionary safety. 

The board settled the case for the 
amount of loss that could be docu­
mented- though some observers be­
lieve the amount actually missing 
could be larger- and pledged not to 
talk about the settlement. 

A receptionist answering the 
phone Dec. 1 at Starfish Insurance 
Agency in Gulf Shores, Ala., said the 
business owner had no idea about 
the IMB's judgment against Harvey 
when she hired him about two years 
ago, and that if prosecuted he prob­
ably would not have been employed 
because he would be in jail. 

According to newspaper reports, 
Harvey and his alleged partner-in­
crime, Jonathan Adams, cannot be 

located and may be out of the coun­
try. The two former Starfish employ­
ees vanished last summer from a 
condo they shared as roommates. 

Police say the duo swindled coast­
al residents by selling fake insurance 
policies for homes that most insur­
ance companies do not want to cover 
because they are susceptible to hur­
ricane damage. Police believe Harvey 
was the mastermind, forging docu­
ments that he downloaded from the 
Internet. 

Wendy Norvelle, an 1MB spokes­
person, said Dec. 1 that Gray Harvey 
worked with the mission board from 
November 1998 until September 
2003, but she would have to speal< 
with legal counsel and/or adminis­
trators before discussing details of 
the case. 

At the 2006 SBC annual meeting 
in Greensboro, N.C., Ron McGowin, 
at the time youth minister at First 
Baptist Church of Fairfield, Texas, 
made a motion seeking an "external 
comprehensive audit" of funds han­
dled by the 1MB's Central Asia region 
between 1995 and 2005 because he 
had been told the 1MB "at best could 
only account for $372,831.62 of em­
bezzled monies." 

The following year the 1MB re­
sponded to his referred motion by 
confirming "there was both an audit 
as well .as supplemental procedures 
accomplished by a qualified certified 
public accountant regarding Central 
Asia finances." 

"The results of these audit pro­
cedures were fully disclosed to the 
board of trustees of the 1MB in No­
vember 2004, and appropriate ac­
tion was taken," the official response 
stated. 

"Do we always agree about ev­
erything?" she asked. "No, but we 
seek to have healthy communica­
tion." She reported on both recent 
visits and planned future visits from 
NAME President Geoff Hammond 
and Jerry Rankin, president of the 
SEC's International Mission Board. 

WMU recently appointed a full­
time liaison to coordinate com­
munication with the two mission 
boards. WMU staffer Steve Heartsill 
said he received 7,000 e-mails from 
IMB personnel in the past year and 
a comparable number from NAME 
workers. 

The briefing was scheduled mid­
way through WMU's Nov. 30-Dec. 
7 Week of Prayer for International 
Missions. The national goal for this 
year's Lottie Moon Christmas Offer­
ing is $170 million. 

Over 120 years, WMU has helped 
raise more than $3 billion for inter­
national missions by promoting the 
Lottie Moon offering, and $1.1 bil­
lion for home missions through the 
Annie Armstrong offering. 

This year, WMU produced nearly 
4.2 million Christmas prayer guides 
in six languages, distributed by state 
WMU organizations to churches in 
all 50 states, Puerto Rico and Can­
ada. About 174,000 Week of Prayer 
posters were sent to churches, and 
4.8 million Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering envelopes were placed in 
pews in Southern Baptist churches. 

Providence, R.I. (BP)-Bruce 
Ware became the first faculty 
member from Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary to serve 
as president of the Evangelical 
Theological Society during the 
organization's annual meeting 
last month in Providence, R.I. 

"It is a tremendous honor 
and privilege to serve in a role 
ofleadership in such a wonder­
ful organization as ETS," said 
Ware, who has served as pro­
fessor of Christian theology at 
Southern Seminary since 1998. 

In 2006, Ware was elected 
ETS vice president. After that 
one-year term and a year as 
president-elect, Ware began his 
term as ETS president during 
the group's 60th annual meet­
ing at the Rhode Island Conven­
tion Center in Providence. 

Ware joined ETS in 1984 dur­
ing his first year of teaching at 
Bethel Seminary. In 2000, he au­
thored "God's Lesser Glory," a 
work defending the historic or­
thodox doctrine of God in the 
face of attacks by open theism­
a position which argues, among 
other things, that God does not 
know perfectly what will hap­
pen in the future. 

Celebrating partnerships 
;: - 1¥ . • 

Debbie Hammond, wife of North American Mission Board President Geoff Ham­
mond, hangs an ornament on a special Christmas tree in the lobby of NAMB's 
offices in Alpharetta, Ga. Some 60 unique ornaments from each of the 42 Baptist 
conventions and associations partnering with NAMB- from Alaska to Puerto 
Rico-adorn one of three Christmas trees. "When I began thinking how we can 
decorate our Christmas trees to show what NAMB stands for, reflect our partner­
ships with the state conventions and display what we do here at NAMB, I thought it 
would be great if each state convention would send an ornament symbolic of their 
state, " Debbie Hammond said. In addition to the "state tree," there is the "Jesus 
tree," which is topped with a crown and is decorated with many of the biblical 
names of Jesus. The third Christmas tree is decorated with special, hand-crafted 
ornaments featuring the names and photos of all 340 new NAMB missionaries 
commissioned during 2008. (NAMB photo by John Swain) 
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New wireless regulations could have churches scrambling 
0untinued from page 1 
tion falls into that category. The 
KBC uses wireless microphones 
for its annual meeting and other 
events, and Brannin said some of 
those use channels 68-69. "Now, I'm 
faced with the reality of having to 
go out and purchase new wireless 
systems because the microphones I 
have are no longer available to use," 
he indicated. 

While migration from the 
700 MHz band of channels is a 
straightforward issue for all parties 
involved, manufacturers, techni­
cians and the FCC agree less when 
it comes to equipment using other 
"white space" channels. 

If unchecked, these devices 
could interfere with the wireless 
microphone signals at churches, 
plays or sporting events. For exam­
ple, everyone in the congregation 
might hear static instead of the pas­
tor or soloist if a bored church visi­
tor decided to discretely check her 
e-mail using one of these new hand­
held devices. 

An FCC spokesman said most 
churches should receive minimal 
to no interference and need to do 
nothing at this time. In addition, 
FCC regulations are requiring man­
ufacturers to build two safeguards 
into any equipment they produce: 

Atheist group files 
suit over wording 
of Kentucky law 

Frankfort (RNS)-The Ameri­
can Atheists have sued the Com­
monwealth of Kentucky after 
learning that a law requires the 
state's Office of Homeland Se­
curity to declare its reliance on 
God for safety. 

The New Jersey-based athe­
ist group filed suit Dec. 2 in a 
Kentucky court seeking a ruling 
that a 2002law stating that "the 
safety and security of the Com­
monwealth cannot be achieved 
apart from reliance on God" is 
unconstitutional. 

The atheists are particular­
ly concerned about a 2006 law 
that calls for the divine-reliance 
wording to be spelled out on a 
plaque at the entrance of the 
state's Emergency Operations 
Center .. 

The laws were both spon­
sored by Democratic delegate 
Tom Riner of Louisville, who 
also is a Southern Baptist min­
ister. 

"It's a frivolous lawsuit 
that American Atheists has 
launched to attempt to censor 
and suppress the publication 
of a key law that acknowledges 
divine providence," said Riner, 
pastor of Christ is King Baptist 
Church in Louisville. 

He said the laws did not get 
much attention when he spon­
sored them. 

Jay Blanton, a spokesman for 
Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear, 
said he could not comment on 
the specifics of the lawsuit but 
added: "There's a law in place 
and it's our intent to follow the 
law." 

On the Web ... 
To learn more about 

"white space" and how it 
might affect your church, visit 
WesternRecorder.org to access 
several links with more resourc­
es on this topic, including: 

ChurchSoundCheck.com 
A Web site dedicated to 

church audio issues that has 
been following this topic. 

TVFool.com 
Plug in your address and 

get a list of occupied and open 
channels in your area. 

FCC.gov 
Go straight to the source for 

all the new regulations. 

• Equipment must be able to de­
termine its location and access an 
Internet database that lists who has 
registered to use broadcast chan­
nels in that area. Churches, sports 
facilities and other wireless micro­
phone users can register a channel. 

•Equipment must be able to 
scan the airwaves for signals and 
avoid interference. 

But Brannin and others con-

tend these FCC requirements are 
unproven. 

So far, an instrument made by 
Philips Electronics NV is the only 
product that senses nearby wireless 
microphones. It was tested alongside 
wireless microphones at a Washing­
ton Redskins game and at a Broad­
way performance of "The Phantom 
of the Opera." Wireless microphone 
sellers insist they failed at both, 
while device advocates say the oppo­
site. The FCC has yet to weigh in. 

"No determination has yet been 
made," noted Rob Kenny, an FCC 
spokesman. "We are building a re­
cord to decide how best to proceed." 

Brannin said churches should 
proceed by being aware of the is­
sue and preparing for the possibil­
ity that they might need to replace 
equipment. 

"It's going to take some home­
work," he noted. "There is an issue 
that churches are going to have to 
deal with. It's just a matter of where 
they're located as to when they're 
going to have to deal with it." 

Churches whose microphones 
broadcast in channels 52-69 should 
take action now. Brannin suggested 
that churches purchase "frequency 
agile" equipment, which can be pro­
grammed to use one of several chan­
nels. That will help avoid further in-

terference in the future . Of course, 
the wider range of the system, the 
more it costs, he added. 

"I think churches should be pre­
pared to spend $300-400 minimum, 
and that's for each microphone and 
receiver," Brannin said. "Therein 
is the problem for small churches, 
it's affecting those who can lea~ af­
ford it." 

For churches that do not have to 
take immediate action, Brannin rec­
ommended setting aside money in 
their budgets now for new equip­
ment purchases in the future. "They 
might stick with what they've got, 
but start saving for it so that when 
the time comes they can go get what 
they need," he advised. 

And churches should be cautious 
when buying used equipment, Bran­
nin added. "Don't be buying used 
microphones on eBaywithout check­
ing what frequencies they're on." 

As for current equipment that 
a church discovers causes interfer­
ence, Brannin recommended con­
sidering donating it to a partner con­
gregation in another country where 
the interference might not occur. 

"I don't know that those frequen­
cies would work there, but it's worth 
a shot." 
With additional reporting by Religion News 
Service 

DOM Shelton honored for work in Ohio County 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

Hartford - Although Kentucky's 
DOM of the Year comes from an asso­
ciation of small churches, Tom Shel­
ton has made a major impact in Ken­
tucky Baptist life. 

A past president of the 
Kentucky Fellowship of Di­
rectors of Missions , after 
taking office in 1983 Shel­
ton became the first DOM 
in the state to computer­
ize operations. He later de­
veloped a comprehensive 
Web site for Ohio County 
Baptist Association. 

He also led the associa­

•Active involvement with the 
state DOM group. 

• Shelton's work in releasing a 
pictorial directory of DOMs in the 
mid-1990s. 

The state office appreciated the 
directory so much it creat­
ed an updated version this 
year, Baker said. 

tion to pay off Baptist Cen- Tom Shelton 
ter debt during a declin-

"When you've got 71 
associations, you don't 
necessarily see these guys 
all the time," noted Baker, 
previously DOM for Chris­
tian County Bapti,st As­
sociation. "When we had 
to contact another DOM 
we could look it up and 
see who he is; when you 
picked up the phone it 

ing economy, . while helping raise 
finances by promoting an annual 
associational offering among its 40 
churches. 

When it comes to crowning 
achievements, though, Shelton is 
happiest with the opportunity to 
play peacemaker during six church 
disputes. Four avoided splits after he 
intervened. 

"I helped them to stop fighting 
and work together," recalled Shel­
ton, an evangelist and pastor for 14 
years before coming to Hartford. "If 
I can help, I will, but I don't go stick­
ing my nose in it. Every church has a 
right to be wrong." 

Larry Baker, KBC's director of 
new work and associational mis­
sions, noted that Shelton's 25-year 
tenure is second longest among Ken­
tucky's DOMs. 

Baker said three factors were be­
hind the award, given during the fel­
lowship's annual meeting just pri­
or to the state convention's annual 
meeting last month in Lexington: 

• Family heritage, which includ­
ed his father, R.G. Shelton, receiving 
the same honor in 1982. 

was like you were calling a friend ." 
Three pastors who have worked 

with Shelton described him as a 
mentor, a friend and someone al­
ways willing to give of his time to 
help them. 

Truman Johnson, pastor of Slaty 
Creek Baptist Church in Beaver Dam, 
called Shelton personable and easy 
to work with. And, since the pastor 
knew Shelton's uncle-a former sec­
retary of evangelism for the KBC­
Johnson said getting acquainted 
with Tom was like completing a link 
in the chain. 

"I don't think there's any ques­
tion about that," Johnson said of the 
DOM's role in making the associa­
tion a key element of Baptist life in 
Ohio County. "It has been his life. He 
likes the churches, likes the people 
and likes what he does." 

One of Shelton's strong qualities 
is his ability to organize, according 
to Pete Leach, pastor of Second Bap­
tist Church of Hartford. 

"He can take ahold of something, 
get it organized and get it going," 
said Leach, who twice has served as 
associational moderator. 

Eddie Harpole, a pastor and pul­
pit supply preacher for 20 years, ex­
pressed appreciation for Shelton's 
encouragement, advice and advoca­
cy of missions. 

"He tries to make people aware 
of the need for missions, foreign as 
well as local," Harpole added. 

Married to his wife, Jo Anne, for 
48 years, Shelton's example also 
has inspired their two children. The 
most active is son, Tom, chairman 
of deacons at Owensboro Baptist 
Church who has served ()n various 
KBC committees. 

Shelton almost did not become a 
sixth-generation preacher, though. 
A veteran of the U.S. Navy, after ac­
tive duty he settled in Missouri an·d 
went to work for McDonnell Doug­
las. A gung-ho military man, Shelton 
was helping build F-14 fighter jets 
during the Vietnam War. 

After several years, it struck him 
that instead of fulfilling his Chris­
tian duty as a peacemaker, he was 
making machines that killed peo­
ple. 

"I felt I was doing wrong and just 
quit and surrendered to ministry," 
he recalled. 

Although Shelton has utilized 
skills learned as a pastor to carry out 
associational duties, he said there is 
no comparison between the two po­
sitions. 

Calling a DOM the "top of the 
line," Shelton expressed a need for 
mature people with pastoral expe­
rience to serve as an influential re­
source for pastors, churches and 
convention ministries. 

And, though he reached his 70th 
birthday two weeks after receiving 
his award, Shelton insisted he has no 
plans to retire soon. 

"I feel like I cheated the Lord on 
the front end of my ministry, so I'm 
going to do it as long as I can," he 
said. 

"I think churches 
should be prepared 
to spend $300-
400 minimum, 
and that's for each 
microphone and 
receive~ Therein 
is the problem for 
small churches, it's 
affecting those who 
can least afford it." 
Larry Brannin, Kentucky 
Baptist Convention's 
media production 
associate 
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DVDs to watch during Christmas 
By Phil Boatwright 

Kansas City, Kan. (BR)-Grab some 
popcorn balls and enjoy these fun, 
festive holiday features. 

"A Charlie Brown Christmas" 
119651. The Peanuts gang searches 

Jesus' birth. Unrated. 
''The Christmas Mirade of jona­

than Toomey"l2007l. Torn Berenger, 
Joely Richardson. A mysterious re­
cluse also happens to be the best 
woodcarver in the valley. Slowly 

for the true meaning of 
Christmas in this half­
hour animated trea­

COMMENTARY 
the woodcarver finds 
his world transformed 
by a young boy and 

sure. Funny dialogue, charismatic 
voice performances and an award­
winning jazzy score by Vince Guaral­
di. And how often do you hear car­
toon heroes .quoting from the Gospel 
of Luke, proclaiming the Christ child 
as the Messiah? 

''The tittle Drummer Boy"l1968l. 
The moving seasonal song comes to 
animated life in this 30-rninute day· 
rnation parable with the capable 
voices of Greer Garson, Jose Ferrer 
and Teddy Eccles. Puts present-giv­
ing in perspective. 

''The Nativity Story" 120061. Kei­
sha Castle-Hughes and Oscar Isaac 
star as Mary and Joseph in the retell­
ing of the birth of Christ. The film­
makers worked hard to ensure that 
The Nativity Story was both histori­
cally and biblically accurate: There 
were several Christians involved, 
such as screenwriter Mike Rich and 
producer Wyck Godfrey. A wide 
spectrum of Christian New Testa­
ment scholars and historians were 
involved iu the pre-production pro­
cess as well. Rated PG (for some vio­
lent content). 

"Tirrf!e Godfathers" 119481. John 
Wayne stars in this western morality 
tale about three outlaws who come 
across a dying woman and her new­
born baby. The symbolism between 
the Christ d1ild and this new baby 
has a redemptive effect on the three 
bandits. Unrated. 

his mother, who have asked him 
to carve a yuletide scene. Positive 
messages, including a respect for 
God and Christ (prayers are spoken, 
church is attended and the main 
characters aclmowledge the birth of 
Christ). Unrated. 

''The Fourth Wiseman" 119851. 
Martin Sheen stars as a devout man 
searching for the Messiah in order 
to give valuable treasures. But one 
by one he sells his priceless gifts to 
help the needy. Full of compassion 
and illustrations of how our Lord 
would have us treat our fellow man. 
Unrated. 

''The Bishop's Wife" 119471. Cary 
Grant, Loretta Young. An angel aids 
a struggling minister. I marveled 
at the ending sermon given by the 
bishop, played by David Niven. 
Standing behind his pulpit, the rev­
erend reminds his parishioners to 
focus their attention on Christ: "All 
the stockings are filled, except one. 
We've even forgotten to hang it up. 
The stocking for the child born in a 
manger. It's His birthday we're cele­
brating. Don't let us ever forget that. 
Let us each ask what He would wish 
for most. And then, let each put in 
his share." Unrated. 

"Prancer" . 119891. Sam Elliott, 
Rebecca Harrell, Cloris Leachman. 
A precocious 8-year-old cares for a 
wounded reindeer she believes is 
one of Santa's flying helpers. Not 
just another film promoting the ex­
istence of Santa Claus, its theme is 

about believing in things unseen. 
Contains positive lessons about 
faith, family love (although the fa­
ther is a bit of a grump-a no-non­
sense farmer frustrated with fi­
nancial problems and single par­
enting, but we see his love for the 
children by film's end), spiritual 
healing and doing what you be­
lieve is right. Rated G. 

"It's a Wonderful Life" 119461. 
James Stewart's George Bailey is 
given the opportunity to see what 
his community would have been 
lil<e if he had never been born. 
He reminds us that our compas­
sion and responsibility make a dif­
ference in the lives of those with 
whom we come in contact. Un­
rated. 

"Scrooge" 119701. Albert Finney 
is terrific in this musical version 
of the Dickens' classic. Warning: 
There are a couple of scary mo­
ments, which may be unsuitable 
for little ones. But this is a power­
ful and most entertaining parable 
about a man finding redemption. 
Rated G. 

"Mr. Magoo's Christmas Car-
. ol" 119621. This hour-long animat­
ed musical version of "A Christ­
mas Carol" works for the whole 
family. 

"A Christmas Carol" 119511. 
Alastair Sirn stars in this best of 
the Scrooge movies. Unrated. 

"Elf' 120031. Having accidental­
ly snucl< into Santa's sleigh, a hu­
man baby is raised at the North 
Pole as an elf. After wreaking hav­
oc in the elf community due to his 
6-foot-2 size, Buddy (Will Ferrell) 
heads to New York City to find his 
place in the world and track down 
his father. Absolutely hysterical. 
Rated PG (mild rude humor and 
language). 
Phil Boatwright reviews films from a 
Christian perspective for PreviewOnline.org 

''The Gathering" 119771. Ed Asner 
and Maureen Stapleton. This Emrny­
winning TV movie that focuses on 
a dying man's efforts to reunite his 
family. It reinforces the importance 
of family and presents positive Chris­
tian images including a believable 
prayer and the Scripture reading of 

What are you thinking? 
The Western Recorder considers letters on any subject for publication, provided they don't 
make a personal attack. The maximum length for a letter is 300 words. Submit by mail to 
Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253; fax, (502) 489-3565; or e-mail , wesrec@earthlink.net. 

Church's 50th anniversary up with visits in the homes. A part­
time children's director, Jeff Harp­
er, provides great leadership for all 
the children's ministries. 

My wife, Kay, and I recently visit­
ed Calvary Baptist Church in Princ­
eton for its 50th anniversary cele­
bration. 

Rodney Wallace has 
been the pastor there 
since December of 1996 
and has led the church to 
experience outstanding 
growth. 

emphasis on reaching children 
and youth at this church. There 
were 375 enrolled in vacation Bible 

school and 81 children and 
youth enrolled in Sunday 
school. The church utiliz­
es two vans and two buses 
for reaching boys and girls 
in neighborhoods where 
parents are unreached. 

Annual church pro­
file reports for the past 10 
years indicate growth by 
60 percent in average wor­
ship attendance (375 cur­
rently), 56 percent in aver­

The church also has a 
strong music ministry un­
der the direction of Mark 
Caffee and many volun­
teers. Bill Mackey 

The pastor attributed 
the growth in the church to sever­
al key factors: 

age Sunday school attendance (235), 
51 percent in resident membership 
(609) and 89 percent in undesig­
nated receipts ($219,638). Baptisms 
have averaged 30 and other addi­
tions 29 during the last 10 years, 
which is outstanding. 

During the same years, support 
of world missions through the Co­
operative Program has averaged 12 
percent and support of Caldwell­
Lyon Baptist Association has been 
strong. The pastor has served as 
moderator of the local association. 

It is gratifYing to see the strong 

• A focus on reaching children 
and youth. G-force is an after-school 
ministry for children in kinder­
garten through sixth grade. Vans 
and buses bring students to the 
church where they are trained in 
music and Bible study. On Wednes­
day nights, about 55 children gath­
er for AWANA. During worship on 
Sunday mornings, there are four 
different services for about 98 chil­
dren and teenagers. Fifteen volun­
teers lead these services and follow 

• Strong community ministries . 
The church reaches out to the corn·. 
rnunity through a weekly radio pro­
gram, nursing horne ministry and 
food pantry. Each Monday, Bruce 
and Becky Hillard conduct worship 
at the nursing home and teach the 
Sunday school lesson in homes. Se­
nior adults also meet each Monday 
for music and lunch, and sing for 
special occasions as a ministry to 
the community. 

• Emphasis on prayer. The church 
has a special prayer time each Mon­
day at 9 a.m., and has done so for 12 
years. Members lmow they must de-
pend on God. · 

• Intentional training. The pas­
tor conducts special doctrinal stud­
ies on Sunday nights as well as 
training in soul winning. 

Pray for all who are providing 
leadership in the churches and for 
members to be inspirational exam­
ples to one another in the church 
family. 

Bill Mackey is executive director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 
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Which charitable 
'gifts' count as 
tax-deductible? 
By Laurie Valentine 

Here is a quid< review of 
the basic rules regarding the 

deductibility of 
gifts made to 
charity: 

First, to be 
deductible, the 
transfer rn ust 
be a gift to char­
ity. That means 

what you give must have a val­
ue that exceeds any benefit you 
receive in return. If you receive 
a benefit when you make your 
charitable gift, your deduction 
is limited to the difference be­
tween the value of what you 
give and the value of what you 
receive. 

A gift to charity earmarked 
for a particular ~ndividual is 
not deductible if the giver's 
primary intention was to bene­
fit a particular individual, rath­
er than advance the mission of 
the charity. 

Gifts must be completed by 
Dec. 31 to be deductible in that 
tax year. 

Cash gifts are completed if 
the check is dated Dec. 31 or 
earlier and delivered to the 
charity, or placed in the mail 
with appropriate postage by 
Dec. 31. Gifts of securities are 
completed when properly en­
dorsed stock or bond certifi­
cates are delivered to the chari­
ty (or placed in the mail with ap­
propriate postage), or when the 
securities are received into the 
chari ty's brokerage account, or 
when the security is retitled on 
the books of the issuing compa­
ny, whichever occurs first. Real 
estate gifts are completed when 
a properly executed deed is de­
livered to the charity. 

There are percentage limi­
tations on the amount of life­
time gifts you can deduct in a 
single year. 

The maximum allowable de­
duction-50 percent of adjust­
ed gross income-is available 
for cash gifts and gifts of ordi­
nary income property made to 
"public charities" such as your 
church or other religious orga­
nizations, educational institu­
tions, benevolent organizations 
and hospitals. 

A 30 percent of adjusted 
gross income deduction limi­
tation applies to gifts to public 
charities oflong-terrn appreciat­
ed assets such as stocks, bonds 
and real estate. 

If the amount of your char­
itable gifts in one tax year ex­
ceeds the percentage limits, you 
are permitted to carry the un­
used portion of the deduction 
forward and use the balance 
over the next five tax years. 

Contributions of services to 
charity and allowing a marity 
to use your property rent free 
are not deductible "gifts." 

Laurie Valentine is trust counsel for the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation 

w 
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Christ's love is key to helping 
family members deal with grief 
Q: Last year my sister lost her husband to cancer ten 
days before Christmas. It has been almost a year and 
she doesn't seem to be doing any better than when it 
happened. What should I do to help her? 

The handbook "Working Through Grief' lists several 
myths and facts about grief. 

Myth: Grief should last about a year. 
Fact: There is no correct time frame for grieving. How 

long it takes to recover from 
I§ jJ I 31 loss can differ widely from 

person to person. 
Grief is a unique experience managed 

in many different ways. With it comes in­
tense sadness and feelings of depression. 
There are some warning signs to consid­
er if the depression lasts longer than two 
months: 

• Feeling empty, hopeless, helpless or worthless. 
• Being preoccupied with feelings of guilt. 
•Loss of interest in pleasurable activities. 
• No interest in eating. 
• Trouble sleeping. 
•Trouble remembering, concentrating or making deci­

sions. 
•Withdrawing from friends and family. 
It is important for your sister to process her grief in ways 

she feels comfortable and with people she trusts. She can 
do this by talking about her feelings and thoughts; journ­
aling; praying; meeting with others who are grieving; vis­
iting regularly with a minister or counselor; drawing; sing­
ing; and exercising. 

There are many ways to express grief. You can show sup­
port for your sister through your presence, prayers and com­
passion. Let her know you want to help and ask how you 
might do so. Ask her how you can pray for her and pray with 
her if she is open to that. 

Only Christ has the full knowledge and understanding 
of your sister's pain, but He offers hope and healing. He did 
this in Scripture through touch, compassion and His physi­
cal presence. You can offer your sister these gifts as the body 
of Christ in this world. She will continue to need Him and 
to experience Him through you.-Valerie Vincent 

Q: What can we do this year with our teenagers to keep 
Christmas from being the "same old, same old?" 

The glory of Christmas is all about ascribing to God the 
glory due to Him. This should be no more rehearsed than 

PARENTING 
applause at a football game. The best 
fans remain loyal to their teams year 
in and year out. They faithfully at­

tend the games, support the players and coaches, and ap­
plaud not just the tradition, but also the freshness of each 
new game. 

While Christmas is a fixed event, it is ever new in the 
sense that we are reminded of the magnificence of God's ac­
tivity. We faithfully worship daily through good times and 
bad, rehearsing His glory in the past and present, and exult­
ing in His grand future return. To paraphrase Soren Kierkeg­
aard, we must remember that we are performing for Him, 
not Him for us. God is our "audience" and we are the actors 
as we sincerely pause to celebrate His freshness as Christ­
mas inorning children. 

Involve your teens in old rituals while encouraging them 
to find new ones. Challenge them to find a passage of Scrip­
ture that best represents God's special word to them this 
December. Encourage them to organize some friends to 
ring bells for the Salvation Army. Perhaps they can volun­
teer to rake leaves for an elderly neighbor while singing car­
ols. Create a weekly Christmas movie night for your fami­
ly. Invite your teens to brainstorm with you as you consider 
how to make your applause fresh for the Savior this year.­
Scott Wigginton 

Family Forum writers are: 
David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist 

Church in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org. 
James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church 

in Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex.org. 
Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in 

Louisville. E-mail: dr. vincent@insightbb. com. 
Scott Wigginton, .associate professor of pastoral ministries and 

counseling at Campbellsville University and minister 
of counseling at Campbellsville Baptist Church. E-mail: 
sewigginton@campbellsville. edu. 

Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 
43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net. 
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Christ transcends our human limitations 
A while ago, I played golf with a friend who 

brought along his pastor whom I did not know. 
Mter completing the first nine holes, 
I had shot a 43; the other pastor, a 46. 
Before teeing off on the back nine, I 
looked at him and asked, "How does it 
feel to have been beaten by a man with 
Parkinson's disease?" He didn't know 
what to say. 

Are you uncomfortable when deal­
ing with people with limitations? 

tions as a challenge that I face every day. I have 
chosen to see and believe that God has allowed 

this because I needed to learn more 
about His sovereignty and power in or­
der to better serve Him. 

We need to have a right understand­
ing of God if we are to come to any 

Rodney Travis 

Do you remember these Bible charac­
ters? Moses was tongue-tied; David was 
untrained and unprotected as he chal­
lenged Goliath; and Caleb was 85 years 
old when he asked God to give him the 
mountain. Our limitations become 
challenges that we all face as we learn 
to walk by faith and not by sight. 

peace about life and our limitations. We must 
remember Jesus ' words in John 16:33, "I have 
told you these things so that in Me you may 
have (perfect) peace and confidence. In the 
world you have tribulation and trials and dis­
tress and frustration; but be of good cheer (take 
courage; be confident, certain, undaunted)! For 
I have overcome the world. (I have deprived it of 
power to harm you.)" 

We must never forget that God loves us and 
wants what is best for us. We have placed all our 
emphasis on this world, but we must learn to 
deal with limitations because we all have them. 
Jesus taught us that we are not to love the world 
but love Christ and our neighbor. 

Henry Blackaby said, "We should attempt 
things so great that they are doomed of failure 
unless God intercedes." An unknown author 
wrote, "I asked God for strength that I might do 
greater things ; I was given infirmity that I might 
do better things . ... I asked for all things that I 
might enjoy life, I was given life that I might en­
joy all things. I got nothing I asked for- but ev­
erything I had hoped for. Almost despite my­
self, my unspoken prayers were answered. I am 
among all men most richly blessed." 

I am 5 feet 7 inches tall, but I used to tell peo­
ple that I gave up basketball because my wrist 
got so sore from hitting the rim of the goal. I 
stopped saying this one day after someone said 
to me, "You've been down in the preschool area 
again." We must not allow ourselves to wallow 
in pity or give up on our fellowship with God 
and other believers. Sometimes we allow our­
selves to be paralyzed from God's grace and love 
by our frustrations and limitations. 

Limitations can remind us of the little things 
we should be thankful for each day: the abili­
ty to laugh; the outstretched arms of my grand­
daughter wanting a hug; the blessing of an­
swered prayer; the smell of freshly cut hay; the 
feel of clean sheets when I crawl into bed; telling 
a joke my friends haven't heard; a handwritten 
note from a caring person; discovering a new 
truth from a familiar passage of Scripture; and 
for those caring ladies who baked those great 
pies for me which made me a "big" pastor. 

I don't have all the answers, but I do know 
where to look and Whom to follow. Jesus' com­
ing is the hope of the world. 

God is able to deliver us. I try to see my limita- Rodney Travis is former pastor of First Baptist Church of Hopkinsville 

History suggests sacrifice is needed 
By Paui Chitwood 

Mount Washington (BP)-In my sev­
enth year as a trustee of the South­
ern Baptist International Mission 
Board, I continue to stand in awe 
of the incredible things God has 

years. What did we learn? Two les­
sons stand out. 

First, we learned that restricting 
missionary appointments is not a 
temporary move with temporary 
consequences. It takes years to re­

done by bringing to­
gether Southern Baptist 
churches. 

COMMENTARY 
gain lost ground. The 
seriousness of the deci­
sion to restrict appoint­

The largest missionary-sending 
organization in the world is not our 
invention. It is an act of His grace. 
This work, however, has required 
the enthusiastic and sacrificial sup­
port of Southern Baptist churches 
from day one. With very few excep­
tions, Southern Baptists have provid­
ed all the resources needed for every 
called, qualified and willing South­
ern Baptist missionary candidate to 
be appointed. 

The only recent exception to that 
fine record occurred about seven 
years ago. After Sept. 11, the down­
turn in our nation's economy and 
the resulting drop in charitable giv­
ing caused us to restrict the number 
of new missionary appointments. 
When Southern Baptists received 
that news they responded as never 
before. Within one year, all restric­
tions were lifted and workers once 
again began to flow to the harvest 
fields. Still, the fallout of that fi­
nancial crisis continued for several 

ments cannot be overstated. Every 
time a missionary is delayed, a wit­
ness among an unreached people 
group is delayed, new church starts 
are delayed, baptisms are delayed 
and salvations are delayed. For the 
sake of those dying without Christ. 
we cannot miss that lesson. 

Second, we learned Southern 
Baptists respond to needs when they 
know about them. As reports of in­
sufficient funding and delayed mis­
sionaries began to circulate among 
our churches, we witnessed an im­
mediate and unprecedented re­
sponse. Record gifts began to pour 
in from our churches. In one year's 
time, gifts received through the 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering in­
creased by more than 18 percent. 

Why do I share these lessons with 
you? Because we are on the verge 
of repeating history. With a record 
number of missionaries depending 
on Southern Baptists for financial 
support and the ongoing worldwide 

financial crisis, the 2009 1MB bud­
get now is under strain to support 
growth in our missionary force. 

I am sounding the alarm. If noth­
ing changes, we will do well to sup­
port our current missionaries and 
replace those who complete their 
service and choose not to return to 
the field . Growth will be restricted 
as new missionary appointments 
are slowed for want of funding. This 
news comes at a time when we are 
seeing record numbers of mission­
ary candidates attend conferences 
to learn about opportunities to serve 
overseas. 

In a step of faith, the 1MB current­
ly has placed no restrictions on new 
appointments. The dilemma is obvi­
ous. With more missionaries ready 
and willing to go than ever before, 
but no money readily available to 
send them, Southern Baptists have 
a decision to make. Either we will 
say "no" to the missionaries, "no" 
to the unreached, "no" to baptisms 
and salvations, or we will say "yes" 
to unprecedented, sacrificial giving 
to the 2008 Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering. 

The consequences of saying "no" 
are too great. Join me in saying 
"yes." 
Paul Chitwood, pastor of First Baptist Church 
of Mount Washington. is chairman of the 
board of trustees for the Southern Baptist 
International Mission Board 
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Keslers bridge culture, langu~ge gap among Brazilians 
- Continued from page 1 
but also the largest mosque outside 
the Middle East. 

The city is located at the Triplice 
Fronteira in south Brazil, an area 
susceptible to black market deal­
ings where the borders of Brazil, Par­
aguay and Argentina meet 

Word quicldy spread that Kesler 
was reaching out to different eth­
nicities there and starting churches 
among them. 

"Many pastors ... knew some­
one who wanted to be trained," ex­
plained Donya, a native of Alabama. 
"That's how the whole (ministry) 
team was formed. God just did it." 

Phil began taking other believers 
with him when he spoke in house 
churches. The believers observed 
his preaching, then gradually be­
gan to lead the churches. A nation­
al believer guided the established 
church while Phil started anoth­
er one, in a strategy called Church­
es Multiplying Churches (Igrejas 
Multiplicando Igrejas). The church­
planting strategy encourages U.S. 

Missionary children are not 
too young to share gospel 
By Emilee Brandon 
SBC International Mission Board 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (BP)-It's become a family affair. 
Missionary Phil Kesler takes Brazilian believers with him 

when he shares the gospel, in a strategy called Churches 
Multiplying Churches (Igrejas Multiplicando Igrejas). They 
learn from him and gradually take the lead. Meanwhile, 
Phil mentors other leaders, resulting in a continual multi­
plication of the number of people spreading the gospel and 
training others to do the same. 

That is what happened when Kesler's four children­
Bethany, Anna, Carlos and Aline-started accompanying 
Phil and his wife, Donya, on church-planting endeavors. 
They learned frorh them, joined in the efforts, then gradu­
ally took the lead in accompanying and encouraging others 
to share the gospeL 

At age 9, Anna went with l!er father into the favelas 
(slums) of Campinas to start a Bible study. She taught the 
children Bible stories while Phil taught the adults. 

When the family moved to Foz do Igua<;u, Anna and her 
father planted another church together. It began meeting 
under a tree, then in a shack and finally a larger rented 
space. 

"She has led countless people to the Lord," Donya said of 
Anna, now 19. 

The Kesler family also led a backyard Bible dub every Sat­
urday at a Brazilian school in Foz do Igua<;u. Donya, dressed 
as Dizzy the down-complete with 'Pippy Longstocking' 
hair and red nose-cruised around in her Ford Escort to car­
ry children to the Bible club. The car always filled up quick­
ly-one trip was never enough. 

"Half(the children in the car) were speaking Arabic and 
the other half speaking Portuguese," Donya recalled. 

Unknown to the Keslers at the time, their eldest daugh­
ter Bethany began going to Avenida Brasil, the busiest street 
in Foz, with some of the children from the Bible club to 
share the gospel with other kids. Bethany, who rarely left 
home without a notepad and pen, had written an evange­
lism guide for the children to use. 

Phil soon learned of this and decided to drive them there 
himself. 

"Phil would drive all the kids to Avenida Brasil, park the 
car and then sit there and wait," Donya said. "When the stu­
dents ran out of Bibles and tracts, they were able to come 
back to the car to replenish their supplies." 

Phil's travels throughout the country as an ethnic min­
istries coordinator in conjunction with the Brazilian Home 
Mission Board often take him away from home, which can 
be hard on the family. But Donya said the fanuly knows they 
are doing exactly what they have been called to do. 

"I know that ... no matter how tough it has gotten at 
times, I have never wanted to be anywhere else but where 
God put me," she insisted. 

and Brazilian conventions, associa­
tions and churches to adopt people 
groups and population segments in 
Brazil that are unreached or under-
engaged with the gospeL · 

When the Keslers and their four 
children-Anna, Bethany, Carlos and 
Aline-moved to Rio de Janeiro in 
2006, trained nationals were lead­
ing all the churches Phil had plant­
ed. One of the first things the Kes­
lers noticed when they moved to the 
Braizilian capital was the interna­
tional connections the city offered­
produce shops managed by Chinese 
workers and Arabic mosques a short 
distance from their home. Kesler's 
hope is that churches and associa­
tions throughout Brazil will adopt 
the Churches Multiplying Church­
es strategy to spur a church-planting 
movement. 

Brazil, as Phil puts it, "is the 
next major country; we believe, to 
send waves of missionaries to help 
(spread) the gospel from the un­
reached places in Brazil to the far­
thest nations on earth." 

STORYING Missionary Phil Kesler teaches his class how to use a storying cloth at the 
Wake Up, Brazil missions conference in Rio de Janeiro. Kesler leads a breakout ses­
sion on the challenge of reaching the many ethnic groups of Brazil with the gospel. 
(1MB photo) 

Baptist missionary awarded city's highest honor 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (BP)-Eric Re­

ese, a Southern Baptist missionary 
serving in Brazil through the Inter­
national Mission Board, has been 
awarded the Pedro Ernesto Medal of 
Merit by the city of Rio de Janeiro. 

Also honored was Carlos Novaes, 
pastor of Barao de Taquara Baptist 
Church in BraziL 

Presented during a ceremony 
last month, the medal is the high­
est honor conferred by the city to 
its citizens and foreigners who have 
rendered meritorious services. The 
award is named for Pedro Ernes­
to Baptista, a former mayor of Rio 
de Janeiro who labored to improve 
conditions in the city's slums dur­
ing the 1930s. 

Reese and his wife, Ramona, 
work with the urban poor in the 
favelas (slums) of Rio de Janeiro. 

Shootouts, prostitution and drug 
trafficking accelerate their urgency 
to share Jesus. 

"My phone has been tapped be­
fore because I was having so many 
conversations with drug traffid<­
ers," Reese recalled. "Some people 
thought, 'This gringo is crazy, so we 
need to get rid of him.' 

"I might be crazy. About sev­
en people die in the favelas every 
week. I put signs on the back of 
my truck that say, 'Jesus loves you' 
and, 'Smile.' But one thing I know. 
I know Jesus, and I'm gonna preach 
His name." 

"Into the Favelas," a video pro­
duced by the 1MB, helped garner 
public interest in Reese's work 
While the Pedro Ernesto Medal is an 
encouragement, Reese said he was 
even more elated Sept. 6 when 51 

city commissioners agreed to help 
turn Rio de Janeiro "from a place of 
terror to a place of peace." 

"I feel like Brazilians have hon­
ored me as well," Reese said of their 
commitment. Many of them, he 
noted, "have become more bold in 
their faith." 

A former pastor of Cedarcliff 
Baptist Church in Cedar Hill, Tex­
as, Reese originally is from Albany, 
Ga., where he received a degree in 
political science from Albany State 
University. 

_ He also earned a master of divin­
ity degree from Southwestern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas. 

He and Ramona were appoint­
ed missionaries to South America 
in November 1999. They have two 
children. 
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Celebrating God's amazing work 
Families', children's lives 
changed through adoption 

that we know in Louisville. If that 
wasn't enough for God to show His 
greatness, He topped it off by mak-

Recently, some exciting chang- ing one of those children Maritess's 
es have taken place for four chil- best friend Judith. 
dren from the Philippines. As you Imagine that: Five precious chil-
may remember, we ad- · dren from My Father's 
opted our daughter Mari- House in Manila have 
tess-who now is 10 years been adopted into Chris-
old-nearly four years tian families that live in 
ago. Maritess was born the same city and attend 
in Manila and spent more the same dmrch. 
than six years of her life God truly is amazing, 
in two different orphan- orchestrating events and 
ages. Our trip to bring her circumstances to display 
home was very special to His grace for His name's 
us. We were privileged to sake. As a believer, this is 
meet all those who were one more example of how 
staying at My Father's David Melber God is infinitely capable of 
House, including about overcoming any challeng-
70 children and 20 adult workers. es we may face. That fact resonates 

Many of the faces of those with believers today as we see the 
left behind have penetrated our world in continued turmoil. 
thoughts and minds over the Our family has been richly 
years. From Maritess' best friend blessed with five children, two by 
and bunkmate, Judith, to Jericho, adoption. God continues to work 
the street boy, our lives were for- through the process of adoption to 
ever changed by the many chil- place thousands of children in lov­
dren who were hoping for parents ing families. As we reflect back on 
to call their own. We have prayed the events of the past four years, 
for these and other orphans asking we stand in awe of God's amazing 
God to bring believing families to grace. Today, we are praising Him 
raise these children. for the Miles family's adoption of 

Amazingly, God has exceeded Mark, Gena and Gedalyn, and the 
our hopes for a few of the children. Miller family's addition of judith. 
Not only has He provided families David Melber is president of Kentucky 
for four of these precious orphans Baptist Assemblies. Contact him at 
that Maritess lived with, but He Box 99918, Louisville, KY 42069-0918; 
brought them t0 Christian families phone (502) 491-7000. 

SMILE 
For Heaven's Sake 

I KNOW THE SToRES 
ARE CRoWDE:D, DEAR ... 

Church of the Covered Dish 

Bible Crosswords 
Across 
1 "He [Jesus] went into the 

synagogue ... and stood up for 
to_" (Luke 4:16) 

5 __ Sea 
8 Become wan 
12 Inter 
13 Mother lode 
14 "For this __ is mount Sinai 

in Arabia" (Galatians 4:25) 
15 "Thou shalt lend unto 

nations, and thou shalt not 
borrow" (Deuteronomy 28:12) 

16 More, in Managua 
17 Showy flower . 
18 Be quiet! 
20 Where Esther lived, but not 

Mordecai 
22_Pan Alley 
23 Belonging to a town near 

Bethel (Joshua 7) 
24 Father of Jeroboam 

(1 Kings 16:3) 
27 Drug prescription abbr. 
28 Tore 
31 Sixth month of the Jewish year 
32 Mideast alliance (abbr.) 
33 __ it! 
34 French possessive pronoun 
35 Feminine name 
36 "But let us watch and be 

(1 Thessalonians 5:6) 
37 Work unit 
38 Summer home staple 
39 Where Jesus delivered "The 

Olivet Discourse" 
46 Goofs 
47 Patriotic org. 
48 Sacred vow 
49 Brand name in sauces 

Last week's solution 

50 Pot adjunct 
51 She sailed in 1492 
52 Born (Fr.) 
53 Parts of a century (abbr.) 
54 Hidden obstacle 

Down 
1 Candidates for offerings, as in 

burnt 
2 King of Israel, while Asa reigned 

over Judah (1 Kings 16) 
3 Indigenous, ethnic group of 

Japan 
4 "Until the ... dawn, and the _ _ 

__ arise in your hearts" 
(2 words, 2 Peter 1 :19) 

5 CD_ (computer adjunct) 
6 Historical time period 
7 "We are perplexed, but not in 
_" (2 Corinthians 4:8) 

8 Old-fashioned fire fighters' 
needs 

9 Site of the Taj Mahal 
10 Describing nonclergy 
11 Gaelic 
19 Direct 
21 First 
24 War zone, of the not too 

distant past (colloq.) 

DECEMBER 9, 2008 7 

Mike Morgan 

Thom Tapp 

THUR5DA'I 15 "1-lUMOR" 
DA'I AT THE OLD 

PREACI-lER'5 HOME. 

By Janet Adkins 

25 Netherlands city 
26 __ relief 
27 Catch some rays 
28 "To turn aside the needy 

... that they may __ the 
fatherless!" (Isaiah 1 0:2) 

29 Fifth or Madison, e.g. 
30 Uncle of Saul 

(1 Samuel14:50) 
32 "Blessed is the man that 

walketh not in the counsel of 
the_" (Psalm 1 :1) 

33 Parts of parliamentary 
procedure 

35 Biblical verb 
36 Costa del 
37 "Let him seek peace, and __ 

it" (1 Peter 3:11) 
38 "He had made a scourge of 

small_" (John 2:15) 
39 Body of water, in Boulogne 
40 Algerian seaport 
41 Encourage 
42 Not biased 
43 "For __ is the help of man" 

(Psalm 60:11) 
44 Sicilian volcano 
45 Carpet quality 

© 1999 Barbour Publishing 
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Mumbai people 'numbed' by terror attacks New report shows 
global hunger 
crisis worsening 

By Erich Bridges 
SBC International Mission Board 

Mumbai, India (BP)-The smoke 
from days of terrorism has cleared. 
Nearly 200 people in India's larg­
est city are dead; hundreds more 
wounded. 

Yet world attention already is 
shifting from Mumbai itself to in­
ternational fallout from the attacks: 
Whether the bloody assault on Mum­
bai will spark a retaliation from In­
dia against its bitter rival Pakistan, 
from which the terrorists reportedly 
came. Both powers possess nuclear 
arms and have come close to using 
them against each other in the past. 
And what would new India-Pakistan 
tensions mean for the war against 
the Tali ban in Afghanistan and law­
less northwest Pakistan? 

While military and political an­
alysts monitor those possibilities, 
Mumbai's people need prayer, said 
an American Christian worker based 
there. 

Lasting effects 
"Our city has been a scene of trag­

edy and terror over the past few days, 
but it's not over," the worker noted. 
"The effects will be deeply felt for 
months and years to come by the 
families of those who have lost loved 
ones-and for those who have felt 
their sense of security in this city 
slip away." 

TV news reports may be show­
ing Mumbai's people getting back to 
normal in the city of more than 18 
million, or defiantly protesting the 
attacks and the politicians whom 
they believe failed to prevent them. 
But the trauma goes deep. 

"The fact of the terrorist attacks 

God's 'special place' 

has numbed the city's population," 
the worker insisted. "People were in­
discriminately murdered for reasons 
as yet only speculated about. Please 
pray for God to work in this horrible 
human tragedy to draw people of all 
religions to the end of themselves, of 
their own plans and dreams, and de­
sire to know the real truth about the 
reason for their tenuous existence." 

How does the worker feel person-
ally? . 

"We have personally been shut 
out from the city because of securi­
ty issues (related to the attacks) and 
are feeling probably as numb as any 
of the citizens here," he said. 

"This has been a very sad week. 
Sad for the city's loss of life and 
sense of security. But worse, sad for 
the Kingdom's loss. For among the 
dead are Muslim terrorists, Hindus, 
a rabbi's family, hotel employees, 
socialites, businessmen from many 
countries and more. Perhaps there 
was a believer among them. Apart 
from that possibility, they all- ter­
rorists and victims alike-right now 
face the same eternity before one 
God. We lift up our hearts and cry 
out to Him for this city's redemp­
tion. 

"How do we feel? We feel an ur­
gency that the gospel be shared 
among all of the lost." 

The worker, who ministers 
among multiple people groups in 
the city, said he also has an urgent 
concern about potential backlash 
against minorities-particularly 
against Muslims. 

"Please pray for ongoing commu­
nal harmony," he urged. "Pray that 
those who would incite hatred and 
repercussions here, not for ideolo-

Good things are happening at Oneida 
that make the school a unique place 
Written by Michael Spencer, OBI Campus Minister 

For some time now we've used the motto, 
"Oneida is a special place," as shorthand for an 
aspect of our school that is simple, but some­
times not obvious: Good things happen here, 
good things that don't happen all that often in 
this troubled world of ours. 

tioned? It is one of the biggest ministries on our 
campus. Many girls have found Christ through 
this ministry that finds ways to build commu­
nity and encourage students. While most of our 
students were home for Thanksgiving, the min­
istry sponsored an overnight retreat for the girls 
who stayed here. 

I spend five hours each week study­
ing the Bible with our seniors. How 
many church members spend five 
hours in Bible study weekly? And my 
students are interested, curious and a 
delight. 

Teachers doing extra work as bus drivers , 
EMTs and coaches; tutoring in study hall and 
working an extra night to make the library and 

computer lab available; sponsoring ex­
tra activities like cooking clubs, hiking 
groups and chess nights-all of these 
things make Oneida special. 

Our students have trips for good 
grades and good behavior in the dorm. 
The school year is punctuated by plays, 
holiday parties, festivals, Spiritual Em­
phasis Weeks and sporting events. 

This month, friends of OBI's cam­
pus ministry donated nine English 
Standard Version study Bibles to be 
used by our chapel preachers and oth­
ers involved in ministry to students. 
These Bibles are almost $60 each. It 

Of course, not everything that is spe­
W. F. Underwood cia! about a school can be seen or ex­

was a generous gift and all who received Bibles 
were blessed and delighted. Friends of campus 
ministry also have purchased curriculum for a 
girls' Bible study and two complete sets of a DVD 
curriculum on Jesus developed just for high 
school students. These resources cost hundreds 
of dollars, but our friends make special things 
possible. 

perienced in an activity or event. What 
makes Oneida special is the focus of all we do 
on the Good News of salvation in Jesus. In shar­
ing that message every day in service and procla­
mation, we seek to make Oneida a special place 
where every student is invited to accept Jesus as 
Lord and master. 

When memories of other special events and 
opportunities have faded, the gift of salvation, 
forgiveness and eternal life will remain. God's 
love shines out through the Oneida ministry, 
and all is made possible by your gifts, prayers 
and support. 

How many schools let a girl play basketball if 
she's never played before? OBI allows every stu­
dent to be part of a team, regardless of skill or 
experience. We only require them to abide by all 
the rules laid out by the coach. This year saw OBI 
field one of its finest soccer teams in years. Not 
all of these boys would have played at large pub­
lic schools. 

Remember that girls' Bible study I men-

WF. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida 
school. org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool. org 

gy as they purport but for personal 
gain, will not succeed. The city's pop­
ulace is vulnerable." 

The Mumbai attacks came in the 
wake of many violent incidents in In­
dia over the past year, including on­
going terrorism in Kashmir, bomb­
ings in multiple cities and extremist 
Hindu attacks on Christians in Oris­
sa and other states. Even as India am­
plifies its international profile, in­
creasing ethnic and religious ten­
sions have led some Indian commen­
tators to wonder if the nation will 
survive as a secular democracy. 

India at risk 
"All of these are signs of a sim­

mering India," noted Bobby Gupta, 
president of the Christian ministry 
organization HCI Global Partners, in 
a call to prayer following the Mum­
bai attacks. "This is not why our (na­
tion) was formed. It was intended to 
facilitate independence ... with hu­
man rights to all people providing 
freedom (and) justice for all man­
kind. But this is fast crumbling in 
the midst of a growing economy and 
modernization of the nation. The 
hope to become an economic influ­
ence could crumble and the oppor­
tunity for the church to have a glob­
al impact could be lost." 

He called on Christians to pray 
for peace in India, for the nation's 
leaders, for courage among Indian 
believers and for a "value transfor­
mation" among young people so the 
next generation will live in peace 
and harmony. 

India, he said, could become "an 
incredible global influence" to carry 
the gospel throughout the world: ... 
Only prayer can make this change." 

Washington (RNS)-The num­
ber of people living in extreme 
poverty has grown by 100 mil­
lion, and the number of hun­
gry people has increased by 75 
million in the last two years, ac­
cording to a report by the Bread 
for the World Institute. 

The report by the Christian 
anti-hunger group calls on Con­
gress and President-elect Barack 
Obama to strengthen United 
States foreign assistance pro­
grams, making them more ef­
fective in fighting global hun­
ger and poverty. 

"As we grapple with the eco­
nomic crisis, we need to pay at­
tention to the damage it's doing 
to the world's poorest people," 
said David Beckmann, presi­
dent of the institute. 

The organization's 19th an­
nual report examines progress 
that has been made in reducing 
hunger and poverty worldwide 
and risks to the poor posed by 
rising food and fuel prices. It 
also analyzes successes and fail­
ures of U.S. foreign assistance 
policies and programs across 
the government. 

The report calls for a series 
of reforms, including elevating 
global development as a spe­
cific goal of U.S. foreign policy, 
strengthening civilian leader­
ship in U.S. development assis­
tance and partnering with re­
cipient countries to meet their 
long-term development goals. 

'For the rest of my life' 
God's call to ministry takes 
Turner out of comfort zone 

to me was the broad age range of 
students," Dale noted. "It was just 
like that at Fruitland. I knew I 
would be comfortable here. From 
that time, God began to direct me 
to Clear Creek. 

God's call on our lives usually 
means He will take us out of our 
comfort zones to a place that, left 
to ourselves, we would not choose. 
Dale Turner, a junior from Shelby, 
N.C., would agree. 

"I was called to ministry when 
I was a young man," Dale 
said. "I realized then that 
God would use me to 
preach the gospel. Two 
years ago, God led me to 
Fruitland Baptist Bible In­
stitute to begin prepara­
tions for my calling." 

"The greatest thing I like about 
Clear Creek is the way you feel wel­
comed her-: from the very first day 
you arrive," he continued. "Every­

one really reaches out to 
welcome you. Someone 
is always inviting you to 
something here. It's real­
ly nice to feel included in 
things here all the time." 

Dale is one of several of 
Clear Creek's "Fruitland 
connections." Many stu­
dents now continue their 
education at Clear Creek 

Donnie Fox 

So how has God's call 
changed Dale's life? "I 
know God has called me 
to preach, but not neces­
sarily to pastor," he said. 
"I believe with all my 
heart that the rest of my 

after finishing their degree at the 
two-year school in North Carolina. 

"I had not considered continu­
ing on in school," Dale said, "but 
after Dr. Fox and some others from 
Clear Creek came to Fruitland, I felt 
like God was leading me to contin­
ue on with my education there. 

"I wound up on Clear Creek's 
Web site checking out the school," 
he continued. "I spent hours on the 
site just learning about the school. 
Everything seemed so familiar-like 
it was where I needed to continue 
my education. 

"One of the things that appealed 

life will be spent traveling to differ­
ent places preaching to people. 

"That's what's amazing about 
God's call," he explained. "There 
are three things that I really have 
never liked to do in my life: public 
speaking, being in crowds of peo­
ple, and traveling around by my­
self. Now I truly believe that's what 
I am going to be doing for the rest 
of my life." 
Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek 
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek 
Road, Pineville, KY 40977; toll-free: 
(866) 340-3196; Web site: www. 
ccbbc.edu; e-mail: dfox@ccbbc.edu 
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Proposition 8 rematch possible in 2010 
Sacramento, Calif. (BP)-The po­

litical battle over Proposition 8 in 
California was the costliest race 
over a cultural issue in American 
history-and there may be a re­
match in 2010. 

The American Civil Liberties 
Union, the city of San Francisco 
and activist groups remain hope­
ful that the California Supreme 
Court will overturn Prop 8-a con­
stitutional amendment that de­
fines marriage between one man 
and one woman. If tl1at doesn't 
happen, they have a Plan B. 

The backup plan-already in 
the very early stages-is to place a 
constitutional amendment on the 
ballot to reverse Prop 8's effect. 
With Hollywood backing it, such a 
signature drive no doubt would be 
well-funded. 

Supporters of Prop 8 needed 
690,000 signatures to qualify the 
proposal for the ballot and turned 
in approximately 1.1 million. It 
passed, 52-48 percent. 

Homosexual activists groups 
such as Equality California are 
gearing up for what would be an­
other costly political battle. 

"We can-and we will-over­
turn Prop 8 to win back marriage 
equality," Equality California said 
in a statement on its Web site. "It 
will take hard work, extensive en­
gagement of all communities, out­
reach to people who voted yes, re­
search to determine the best up-

... one at a time. 

coming election and exact ballot 
language and significant fund­
ing." 

The statement ends by urging 
each reader to volunteer and gath­
er 20 signatures once petitions are 
circulated. 

San Francisco Mayor Gavin 
Newsom echoed that sentiment, 
telling the Los Angeles Times, 
"The question is not if this will 
be bad< on the ballot. The ques­
tion is when this will be back on 
the ballot." 

Getting a constitutional 
amendment on the ballot in Cal­
ifornia is far less difficult than in 
other states, although it is not 
easy. It requires gathering signa­
tures equal to 8 percent of all the 
votes cast in the most recent gu­
bernatorial election. Unlike some 
states, California law allows paid 
canvassers- people who are paid 
to gather signatures-making it 
easier for a well-funded campaign 
to qualify a proposal. 

If supporters succeed in plac­
ing an amendment on the ballot 
legalizing gay marriage, it could 
put President-elect Barack Obama 
in a difficult position. Obama 
said he opposes gay marriage, al­
though he also opposed Prop 8, 
calling it "divisive and discrimina­
tory." The president-elect has said 
he supports civil unions, which 
grant same-sex couple all the legal 
benefits of marriage. 

Church Mutual conducts an on-site ana lysis 
of each church 's insurance needs - so we 
know each faci lity is fully protected. Church 

Mutual This, p lus our size, financial strength and 
expertise are all good reasons to compare 
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Church MutuaL Simply ca ll 800.554.2642 
or go to www.churchmutual.com. 
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Bush administration leaves 
mark on faith-based funding 
By Robert Marus 
Associated Baptist Press 

Washington (ABP)-President 
Bush's administration and a host of 
court rulings have indelibly altered 
the way that the federal government 
relates to religious charities, accord­
ing to an analysis by experts. 

"The heart-the core-of the faith­
based and community initiative is 
a commitment to equal treatment 
of faith-based social-welfare provid­
ers," said George Washington Uni­
versity professor Bob Tuttle at a Dec. 
2 briefing in Washington. "Now, 
eight years into this, it doesn't seem 
like such a radical proposition." 

Tuttle and George Washington 
Law colleague Chip Lupu spoke to 
reporters at the release of their an­
nual "State of the Law Report" for 
the Roundtable on Religion and So­
cial Welfare Policy. The non-parti­
san educational organization- a co­
operative effort between the Pew 
Forum on Religion and Public Life 
and the Rockefeller Institute of Gov­
ernment-has been tracking Bush's 
effort to expand government fund­
ing for religious charities. 

While the report has annual­
ly tracked changes in the legal sta­
tus of government-religious part­
nerships, this year's report analyzed 
the cumulative changes in the sta­
tus of such partnerships since Bush 
took office. 

Tuttle said Bush's effort to boost 
government funding of religious 
groups has been largely successful. 
The success owes, he added, mainly 
to significant changes over the last 
10-12 years in how the federal courts 
view direct government funding for 
ostensibly secular social services pro­
vided by churches and other deeply 
religious organizations. 

"Because of the way that consti­
tutional law developed in the 1970s 
and 1980s ... religious organizations 
were frequently-not always, but fre­
quently--excluded from government 
aid programs," Tuttle noted. "But in 
the 1990s, that began to change." · 

A series of decisions began to low­
er tl1e high wall that the courts had 
placed between church and state in 
regard to direct government fund-

ing for social services. Before the late 
1990s, religious groups wishing to 
qualify for grants from most federal 
social-service programs had to incor­
porate separately from the church­
es that supported them and operate 
much as secular social-service agen­
cies would. 

The courts gradually altered that 
equation, and the welfare-reform 
legislation of the late 1990s further 
expanded government funding of 
churches. 

However, Tuttle noted, "When 
the Supreme Court says something's 
permitted, there's a big gap between 
that permission and something ac­
tually happening. And I think when 
you look at the accomplishments of 
tl1e faith-based initiative, you have 
to look at this gap." 

Tuttle and Lupu's analysis found 
that, while the courts removed legal 
barriers to federal funding for reli­
gious groups, Bush and his lieuten­
ants also removed many administra­
tive and even cultural barriers that 
had existed within the executive­
branch agencies. 

"Measured against tj:lat standard, 
the initiative has been, I think, a suc­
cess that really doesn't have a par­
allel in administrative law," Tuttle 
said. 

Bush has contended that one of 
the essential aspects of the faith­
based initiative is that r~ligious 
groups should be able to compete 
for social-services funding on the 
same basis as secular agencies with­
out having to alter their religious 
d1aracter. 

Part of that character, Lupu not­
ed, is the unique ability of churches 
to discriminate on the basis of reli­
gion in hiring decisions. 

"The Bush administration has 
fought to preserve this aspect of re­
ligious character-the right of faith­
based grantees to hire only those of 
their own faith," he said. 

Lupu said tl1e administration has 
done that through a combination of 
legislation, administrative decree 
and what he termed a "very aggres­
sive interpretation" of a law guar­
anteeing strong protections for reli­
gious expression in federal settings. 

www.thebuscenter.com 

TRANSPORTATION SO 
The Bus Center 

Responsive to YOUR needs. 
"After visiting several companies, our church decided to take our business to Transpor­

tation South. They were very responsive to the needs of a growing church and sensitive 

to the limits of a church committee environment. They have been honest, straight-for­

ward and very quick to answer all of our questions. We look forward to doing more 

business with Transportation South in the future ." 

Greg Stephenson 
Committee Member 
First Baptist Church 

Decatur, Alabama 

Zoo drops plans 
to partner with 
Creation Museum 
after complaints 

Cincinnati (RNS)­
The Cincinnati Zoo has 
dropped a business 
arrangement with 
the nearby Creation 
Museum after it 
received numerous 
complaints about 
a joint Christmas 
promotion. 

Officials at the 
museum expressed 
disappointment that 
their plans to offer 
a reduced price on a 
package of tickets to 
both attractions had 
ended after less than 
three days. 

"I am personally 
saddened that this 
organization I esteem 
so highly would find it 
necessary to back out 
of this relationship," 
said Ken Ham, founder 
and president of the 
museum in Northern 
Kentucky. "At the same 
time, I have learned 
that the zoo received 
hundreds of complaints 
from what appear to be 
some very intolerant 
people, and so I 
understand the zoo's 
perspective. 

The Cincinnati 
Enquirer said zoo 
officials found 
themselves embroiled 
in a debate between 
creationists who 
support the museum 
and evolutionists who 
oppose it after agreeing 
to a deal that would 
reduce entry to the 
zoo's "Festival ofLights" 
and the museum's 
"Bethlehem's 
Blessings." 

"It's not about us 
endorsing them or 
them endorsing us," 
said Chad Yelton, a 
spokesman for the zoo, 
told the newspaper. 
"That's wasn't the 
intention of anything 
we were doing." 
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PRAYER .,. 
PARTNERS 

Please pray for the 
following Kentucky 
Baptist missionaries 
and ministries: 

Angel Food Ministry of 
Simpsonville Baptist 
Church. The Johnstons 
direct this discounted 
food ministry that 
enables families to 
stretch their food 
dollars each month. 
Providing quality food 
at economical prices 
allows the church 
to connect with its 
community and share 
the love of Christ 
through a hand up, not' 
a handout. Pray that 
more churches would 
connect with their 
communities and share 
Christ though this 
simple and practical 
ministry. Pray that 
the Word of God will 
be spread through 
"blessings by the box." 

MSC missionary Robin 
Reeves of Corbin. 
Robin serves through 
Friends for Families, a 
ministry that provides 
physical and spiritual 
assistance to families 
of Appalachia through 
food and clothing 
distribution, home 
repair, backyard Bible 
clubs, vacation Bible 
schools, block parties 
and clowning. Pray 
that God will provide 
for current ministry 
needs that include 
a warehouse and 
additional volunteers 
to assist with ongoing 
projects and follow-up. 
Pray that God will grant 
unity among workers 
and their families 
during exhausting 
seasons of ministry. 

If you would like 
Kentucky Baptists to 
join in praying for a 
ministry of your church 
or association, please 
send the information to 
Eric Allen at Eric .Allen 
@kybaptist.org or call 
(866) 489-3530. 

·- -- - -

MouNTAINS To THE MISSISSIPPI 
COMPILED BY STAFF 

• BARDSTOWN-Eddie Benton re­
cently resigned as pastor of Park­
way Church. 
• CAMPBHLSVILLE-Saloma Church 
will host a Christmas candlelight 
communion service Dec. 17, 7 p.m. 
john Chowning is pastor . 
• CLINTON- Mount Moriah Church 
recently called Troy Deweese as 
pastor. 
• FANCY FARM-Beulah Church re­
cently called jon Allred as pastor. 
• HOPKINSVILLE-The First Church 
sanctuary choir and orchestra will 
present "Jesus, No . Other Name" 
Dec. 14, 10:45 a.m. 
•IRVINE- Calvary Church recent­
ly ordained jeff Barnes, jeremiah 
Davis and Wes Hensley as deacons. 
Keith Sands is pastor. 
•LANCASTER-Freedom Church 
recently called james Hardin as 
pastor. 
•LOUISVILLE-St. Matthews Church 
will host a stage adaptation of the 
children's book "A Special Place for 
Santa" Dec. 13, 10 a.m. The cost is 
$10 with all proceeds to benefit 

Mount Washington 

\("t . r > 
First Church choir and orches­
tra will present "A Big Band 
Christmas" Dec. 13-14, 7 p.m.; 
Dec. 15, 2:30 & 7 p.m. For tickets 
or more information, call (502) 
955-6539. 

the St. Matthews Pastoral Coun­
seling Center's benevolence fund. 
For more information, call (502) 
814-4444. 
• SHEPHERDSVILLE-Mount Eden 
Church recently called Rick james 
as pastor. 
• WINCHESTER-Ephesus Church re­
cently ordained Tim Christopher to 
the gospel ministry. Michael Todd 
Rader is pastor. 

~ CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

January 2009 
15·17 Shepherding the Shepherd, 

Lexington Downtown Hotel & 
Conference Center. 

22 Pastor/Staff Forum, Baptist 
Building, Louisville. 

22·23 Quarterly Prayer Meeting 
for Spiritual Awaken ing, 
Hope Community Church, 
Lawrenceburg . 

23·24 Reg ion 1 Disaster Re lief Re­
certification and Training, Lone 
Oak First Baptist Church , Paducah . 

28·31 Southeast Conclave, At lanta. 
30·31 Preschool/Children's Ministry 

Meeting, Baptist Building, 
Louisville. 

30-31 Regional Women on Mission 
Retreat, Laurel Lake Baptist Camp, 
Corb in. 

February 
6·7 Reg ion 3 Disaster Relief Re­

certification and Training, living 
Hope Baptist Church, Bowling 
Green. 

6·7 Deacon/Pastor/Spouse Retreat, 
Griffin Gate Marriott Resort, 
lexington . 

16 Church Retirement Plan "Reality 
Check" Conference, Lone Oak 
First Baptist Church , Paducah; 
Lexington Avenue Baptist Church, 
Danville; Eagle Heights Baptist 
Church, Somerset. 

17 Church Retirement Plan "Reality 
Check" Conference, Second 
Baptist Church, Hopkinsville; 
First Baptist Church, Hindman; 
First Baptist Church, Madisonville. 

18 Church Retirement Plan "Reality 
Check" Conference, First Baptist 
Church, Bowling Green; First 
Baptist Church, Pikevil le. 

20 Church Retirement Plan "Reality 
Check" Conference, Ninth & 0 
Baptist Church, Louisville. 

23-24 Kentucky Baptist Evangelism 
Conference, Porter Memorial 
Baptist Church, Lexington. 

26 Church Retirement Plan "Reality 
Check" Conference, First Baptist 
Church, Mount Sterling. 

For more information, call (BOO) 266~6477 or visit www.kybaplist.org 

GuideStone video seeks to answer questions about market conditions 
Dallas- While no one is certain 

when the current stock market mal­
ai$e will end, history has shown 
that past market crises do end and 
the markets do recover. This is one 
of the messages available on a new 
GuideStone Financial Resources 
video answering questions about 
the market. 

The video, featuring Chief Op­
erating Officer John Jones answer­
ing commonly asked questions, 
was launched last week. In addi­
tion to the new video, GuideStone 

FOR SALE: Church buses and vans 
-new and used. Call American Bus 
and Accessories, Inc., (800) 582-7118. 

SEEKING: Full-time high school/ 
college pastor for Valley View 
Church in Louisville. Candidates 
should have a verifiable track re­
cord (8-10 years) of successful stu­
dent ministry experience (min­
istry growth and spiritual devel­
opment) with a group of approxi­
mately 60 students within a larger 
church context. Candidates should 
possess skills in communicating 
God's Word in practical ways, a vi­
sion for building a team of volun­
teers, and an understanding of cur­
rent student cultures. We seek can­
didates prepared for a long-term 
commitment. In addition, we pre­
fer candidates to have formal youth 
ministry training, past focused con­
centration on high school minis­
try, experience with college stu­
dents and experience in a church 
of approximately 700. Administra­
tive and budget-conscious skill sets 
are a plus. More details are available 
upon request. Candidates should 
send a cover letter, resume and mes­
sage sample, along with a current 
photograph, to the · following ad­
dress or e-mail: Valley View Church, 
8911 Third Street Road, Louisville, 
KY 40272, Attn: High School Posit 
ion; studentpastorsearch@valley 
viewchurch.org. 

has a full Web resource with an­
other video featuring Jones, arti­
cles from GuideStone Capital Man­
agement staff and other resources , 
all available to answer participant 
questions about the recent market 
volatility. 

In the new video, Jones empha­
sizes that a well-diversified and ap­
propriately allocated portfolio is 
important for these market condi­
tions. 

"It is important to evaluate your 
current allocation based on your 

long-term goals and objectives," 
he said. "Your goals and objectives 
should reflect .your risk tolerance, 
investment time horizon and age 
and should not be based solely on 
fear of where the market is going in 
the short term." 

The video also addresses con­
cerns by some retirees who opt­
ed to receive some of their retire­
ment benefits as an installment 
payment. 

"During times like these, it is a 
good idea to re-evaluate your retire-

CLASSIFIED Aos 
SEEKING : Part-time student min­

ister (grades 7-12), central Pulaski 
County. Great congregation stand­
ing on God 's Word with strong em­
phasis on youth. Seeking someone 
who is energetic and equipped to 
teach and reach youth for Christ. 
Send resume to Ferguson Baptist 
Church, PO Box 247, Ferguson, KY 
42533 . Phone: (606) 679-1690. 

SEEKING: Part-time music direc­
tor for church in central Pulaski 
County. We are seeking someone 
who is energetic and equipped to 
lead our choir and be responsi­
ble for all musical arrangements 
for services. Send resume to Fer­
guson Baptist Church, PO Box 247, 
Ferguson, KY 42533 . Phone: (606) 
679-1690. 

SEEKING: Senior pastor. First 
Baptist Church, Morganfield, Ky., 
is looking to call a pastor who is 
community-minded for a church 
having an existing community 
outreach presence. FBC is located 
in a small, western Kentucky town 
and has an average attendance 
of 200-250. We have two Sunday 
morning services, one contem­
porary and one blended. This is 
an awesome church that has. a 
strong potential for growth. Send 
resumes to: Pastor Search Com­
mittee, First Baptist Church, 200 
North Morgan St., Morganfield, 
KY 42437. 

SEEKING: Part-time music min­
ister for South Jefferson Baptist 
Church in Louisville , Ky. Blend­
ed style worship. Send resumes to 
katmb@insightbb.com. 

SEEKING: Full-time student min­
ister/associate pastor for Southern 
Heights Baptist Church, 1400 Nash­
ville St., Russellville, KY 42276. Please 
contact Barry McReynolds, (270) 847-
0861, or barrymc3853@hotmail.com. 
Deadline for submitting resumes: 
Dec. 30. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
recreation {25 hours per week) for 
Hall Street Baptist Church. Please 
send confidential resume with 
cover letter to: Hall Street Baptist 
Church, 1102 Hall St., Owensboro, 
KY 42303, Attn: Personnel Com­
mittee. 

SEEKING: Part-time music minis­
ter for Evergreen Baptist Church, 
Frankfort, Ky. EBC has 150-plus 
congregation, traditional and con­
temporary. Send to EBC, 2698 Ever­
green Road, Frankfort, KY 40601, 
Attn: M. Hughes; or e-mail to office 
@evergreenbaptistchurch.us. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
Petrey Memorial Baptist Church 
in Hazard, Ky. Please forward re­
sumes and, if possible, DVD, CD 
or tape, to Pastor Search Team, 
Petrey Memorial Baptist Church, 
141 Alto St., Hazard, KY 41701. 
www.petreymemorial.org. 

ment income strategy," Jones point­
ed out. "Many retirees can look for 
ways to reduce their expenses, find 
ways to earn extra income, or delay 
large or discretionary expenses un­
til market conditions improve. The 
important thing is to plan ahead 
and not to react solely based on 
emotion." 

To access the volatile markets 
Web page, visit www.GuideStone 
.org/MarketWatch, or clicl< on the 
"Turbulent Markets" banner at the 
top of the GuideStone home page. 

SEEKING: Mid-Continent Universi­
ty, a Baptist institution in west Ken­
tucky that teaches the inerrancy of 
the Scriptures and Biblical creation­
ism, seeks full-time professors in: 1. 
Economics with a possible 18 grad­
uate hours ;n Finance; 2. Manage­
ment; 3. Human Resources; and 4. 
Nursing Management for the 2009 
calendar year. Applicants must have 
terminal degrees in their respective 
fields and should have some experi­
ence in accelerated adult business 
programs. Major duties include 
teaching and related tasks such as 
curriculum development. Willing­
ness to travel is also required. Sala­
ry and benefits are negotiable. Ap­
plicants should forward a cover let­
ter, resume and list of references to 
Dr. Stephen Wilson, Vice-President 
for Academic Affairs, Mid-continent 
University, 99 Powell Road East, May­
field, KY 42066. Send official tran­
scripts of all college work to the 
same address. No e-mail submissions 
or incomplete submissions will be 
considered. Mid-continent Universi­
ty does not discriminate in the em­
ployment of individuals on the basis 
of race, color, national or ethnic ori­
gin, disability, gender, or age. Howev­
er, to the extent allowed by law, Mid­
Continent reserves the right to give 
preference in employment based on 
religion. The application deadline is 
12-31·2008. 

.. 
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Saddleback, LifeWay say small groups again on rise 
By Chris Turner 
Life Way Christian Resources 

Nashville-Some people who 
claim to be Christians haven't grown 
spiritually in 30-50 years despite sit­
ting through countless sermons, 
and one church leader said he be­
lieves he knows why. 

"They haven't been challenged in 
a community to grow spiritually," 
noted Steve Gladen, small groups 
pastor for Saddleback Community 
Church, during a recent Inside Life­
Way podcast. 

Many believers interpret church 
attendance as spiritual growth, he 
said, adding, "People are finding out 
that it is all about interfacing with 
God's Word, being in community. 

"The last couple of decades we've 
been inundated (with) an idea of 
what church can be and I think we 
are seeing people say 'I could care 
less about big and flashy; I want 
confessional preaching, I want to 
see people where they're at," Glad­
en said. 

"I think this is true even for (Baby) 
Boomers who say we know far more 
than we've put into practice and it's 
not so much about taking another 
(spiritual) nugget ... it's about help­
ing people grow. That's why we've 
got people who have been believers 
30, 40, 50 years and they don't ooze 
an ounce of the fruit of the Spirit." 

A desire to see people grow in 
community and a desire to see 
churches strengthen that commu-

nity through small groups is one of 
the reasons Saddleback and LifeWay 
Christian Resources have joined to­
gether to offer conferences on small­
group development during 2009 at 
four locations around the country. 

The conferences are designed 
to help congregations start small­
group ministries or improve exist­
ing efforts. 

'We both have the same passion," 
Rick Howerton said during the same 
podcast. Howerton is director of 
events and training for Serendipity 
by LifeWay. "We believe the world 
can be changed by the power of the 
Holy Spirit in small groups of people 
coming together. LifeWay can bring 
event planning and Saddleback 
brings expertise and content." 

Howerton and Gladen said with­
out small group interaction it is 
difficult, if not impossible, for pas­
tors to know if church members are 
growing spiritually-even pastors of 
small congregations. 

Small groups offer the opportuni­
ty for more accountability and con­
nection among members, creating a 
better environment for learning and 
maturity, the speakers explained. 

"I think God is creating a move­
ment," Howerton said. "It is no lon­
ger a program of the church. It is a 
movement that almost seems un­
stoppable. People who have never 
thought about small groups are ask­
ing how (to) get ... started. I believe 
they are sensing down in their spir-

it there is something miraculous 
when a group of honest, authentic 
believers are getting together and 
asking how the Bible speaks into 
my life and your life and they are 
embracing (small groups) in amaz­
ingways." 

Attendance on the rise 
In most churches, an estimated 

40 to 60 percent of people attend­
ing worship each week also partic­
ipate in small groups. At Saddle­
back, Gladen said that percentage is 
114- to 140 percent, and has been for 
three years. 

"I don't want to get hung up on 
the numbers," he noted. "Our meth­
odology has changed but our prin­
ciples have stayed the same .... I am 
more interested in delivering help to 
churches in a delivery system that is 
relevant to wherever they are." 

Howerton said one of the most ef­
fective and strategic opportunities 
for small groups is the way the Bible 
can be studied intensely. 

"One of the beauties of small 
groups is that whenever a person 
has a concern about their life ... they 
are surrounded by people who are 
also looking at the Bible and may 
know more about the Bible than 
they do," Howerton indicated. 

"So they are drawn into God's 
Word and say, 'Hey, here is the an­
swer to life's questions,"' he contin­
ued. "The Bible becomes not just a 
proposition for consideration and 

an understanding of three or four 
things I didn't know when I came 
in here, but people embrac(ing) each 
other in the Word of God." 

The four small-group ministry 
conferences will be held Feb. 19-21 
at Saddleback Church in Lake For­
est, Calif.; March 26-28 at Fellow­
ship of The Woodlands in The Wood­
lands, Texas; April 23-25 at Victo­
ry World Church in Norcross, Ga.; 
and May 14-16 at Vineyard Com­
munity Church in Cincinnati. For 
more information or to register, vis­
it www.LifeWay.com/Next09, or call 
(800) 254-2022. 

Research reveals missions education increases missions giving 
By Julie Walters 
National Woman~ Missionary Union 

Birmingham, Ala. (BP)-Southern 
Baptist churches with ongoing mis­
sions education programs appear to 
be stronger supporters of the Coop­
erative Program and Southern Bap­
tist missions offerings, according to 
the 2007 Annual Church Profile, a 
survey conducted by LifeWay Chris­
tian Resources. 

The assessment of ACP data, 
conducted by Woman's Missionary 
Union and the Southern Baptist 
North American Mission Board, ex­
amined levels of giving to the Coop­
erative Program, Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering for North American 
Missions and the Lottie Moon Christ­
mas Offering for International Mis­
sions from churches that have WMU 
age-level organizations, such as Girls 
in Action and Women on Mission, as 
compared with those that do not. 

WMU and NAME further exam­
ined giving levels among churches 
that reported having Baptist Men 
on Mission (formerly Brotherhood), 
Challengers and Royal Ambassa­
dor programs of the North Ameri­
can Mission Board and those that 
do not. 

Regardless of church size, the 
data show that per capita giving to 
CP and missions offerings was great­
er in churches that provide ongoing 
missions education. 

For example, when looking at a 
total of 40,056 congregations across 
the country, the average per capita 
giving to CP was $23.65 in church­
es without WMU- or NAME-support­
ed missions education programs as 
compared to $43.28 per capita giv­
ing in churches that have these pro-

SPECIAL DELIVERY Three Girls In Action at Immanuel Baptist Church in Little Rock, 
Ark., pause for a moment at a "post office" from which they deliver Christmas cards 
as a way of helping their church meet its Lottie Moon Christmas Offering {foal for in­
ternational missions. (BP photo) 

grams. Among total congregations, 
per capita giving to the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering was $3.29 from 
churches without missions edu­
cation as compared to $9.05 from 
those with missions education; 
per capita giving to the Annie Arm­
strong Easter Offering was $1.54 per 
capita compared to $5.34. 

"Southern Baptists have a rich 
missions legacy and the foundation 
of that has been mission education," 
said Jim Burton, NAME's mission ed­
ucation team leader. "We believe 
that missions learning is the founda­
tion for missions sending, and this 
data supports that conviction. 

'When Southern Baptist church-

es drift away from mission educa­
tion, they directly put future mis­
sions support froin their Ghur-ch at 
risk," Burton continued. "Having 
no mission education, particularly 
in lieu of para-church options that 
will not reinforce our missions pri­
orities, cuts short the shared vision 
of cooperative missions that has de­
fined our denomination's missions 
efforts." 

WMU Executive Director Wan­
da Lee also underscored the value 
of missions education for everyone 
in the church, from preschoolers to 
adults. "The heart of Southern Bap­
tist missions efforts must be found­
ed on our members' understanding 

of three basic concepts-everything 
I have belongs to God; I am respon­
sible for using whatever I have to 
honor God; and a world is waiting 
to hear the Good News and I am re­
sponsible for seeing that they hear. 

"When these concepts are plant­
ed firmly in believers' lives as they 
are through ongoing missions edu­
cation, tithing and cooperative giv­
ing follow," Lee noted. 

NAMB President Geoff Hammond 
said these insights are particularly 
important in light of the increasing­
ly challenging mission field NAMB 
missionaries face. 

"The urgent need to reach North 
America with the gospel is appar­
ent every day, and Southern Bap­
tists who have a missions education 
foundation are better equipped to 
meet the challenges of fulfilling the 
Great Commission," he pointed out. 
"The work of our missions education 
team and the Woman's Missionary 
Union, along with other partners, is 
malting a difference." 

Burton, noting that 11,500-plus 
Southern Baptist missionaries are 
serving in 140-plus countries, said, 
"Each is counting on Southern Bap­
tists to help keep them on the field 
and in the center of God's will for 
their life. Missions education under­
girds that effort." 

For information on missions ed­
ucation programs and resources of­
fered by Woman's Missionary Union, 
visit www.wmu.com. 

For details on Royal Ambassa­
dors , Challengers, Baptist Men on 
Mission and other missions-learning 
resources from the North American 
Mission Board, visitwww.sbcmission 
education.com. 

GETTING CLOSER Rick 
Howerton, national 
training coordinator for 
Serendipity House, leads a 
class on how churches can 
establish small groups to 
bring people to a greater 
intimacy with Christ. 
(Photo by Tara Patty) 
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EARLY BIRD RATES 
Register your group for Crossings· Summer Camps 

at Jonathan Creek or Cedarmore before February 

13, 2009, and cash in on great savings 

with the Early Bird rates! 
Visit us online for the details. 
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