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Because of last week’s
winter storm and
subsequent power
outages in Louisville
which severely limited
our production schedule,
this week’s Western
Recorder was reduced to
eight pages.

We would like to hear
your church’s stories

of ministry during last
week’s storm. Please
e-mail them to the editor
at Todd.Deaton
@KyBaptist.org.
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Larry Lewis (left) assists 17 month-old Ashton
with a bottle at a Red Cross emergency shelter at
Walnut Street Baptist Church in Louisville. Hold-
ing Ashton is his mother, Jamie Gunnels, who
came to the shelter when last week’s ice storm
disrupted power to her home. Gunnels, who
uses a wheelchair, said Lewis was “a big help”
to her while she was at the shelter. A member
of Walnut Street Baptist, Lewis is a longtime vol-
unteer at the church’s activities center that was
transformed as a shelter for about 200 people
during the widespread power outages. Inset: Jim
Cahoe, a member of St. Matthews Baptist Church
in Louisville, welcomes people to the emergency
shelter at Walnut Street Baptist following last
week’s ice storm. Cahoe said he has been a Red
Cross for volunteer for about three years. News
reports said that as many as 700,000 homes and
businesses lost power at the height of the storm.
As of Feb. 2, more than half of those utility cus-
tomers had their electricity restored. However,
officials in Western Kentucky have predicted that
some residents may not have their power turned
back on until next month. Baptist disaster re-
sponse teams from Kentucky and surrounding
states began working last week to help Kentuck-
jans clean up from the mess left by the storm.
See story below. (Photos by Dannah Prather)

ICE AGE A tree, bowed from the weight of several inches of ice and snow, reduces an Oldham
County road to one lane, as a clean-up crew from Virginia prepares to clear the hazard. Scenes like
this were repeated all over Kentucky roadways, following the ice storm that hit the area last week
crippling much of the state. (Photo by Drew Nichter)

Ice storm slams Kentucky, other
states, disaster teams respond

By Mickey Noah
SBC North American Mission Board

Louisville—Authorities say 27 people
have died as a result of the massive ice
storm that swept across Kentucky, Arkan-
sas, Missouri, Oklahoma, Tennessee and
Ohio Jan. 27 and 28.

Kentucky and Arkansas caught the
brunt of the ice storm that rolled out of
the central plains and wreaked havoc all
the way to Appalachia.

Kentucky was hit hardest by the ice,
with as many as 700,000 customers losing
their electricity due to downed trees, limbs
and power lines. As of Feb. 2, more than
350,000 Kentucky homes and businesses—
83,000 in Louisville alone—still were with-
out electricity, according to news reports.

Coy Webb, Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion’s state disaster relief coordinator, was

forced to work from his Louisville home,
using a cell phone, because of the wide-
spread outages. Webb said two-thirds of
Kentucky was impacted by the ice storm,
which blanketed the state west to east.
“We’ve already deployed a kitchen op-
eration at a Methodist church ... in Lin-
coln County,” Webb noted. “We had to use
the Methodist church there as a shelter be-

_cause the Baptist church didn’t have elec-

tricity.”

Three Southern Baptist disaster relief
chainsaw teams already have been activat-
ed in Richmond and Bowling Green and
Christian County, according to Webb.

“But we’re going to have to have scores
of other chainsaw teams from other states
activated,” he pointed out. “The main
problem now is that state emergency man-
[ See Ice storm cripples Kentucky ... Page 2

Ethnically diverse churches

- - Ly L) -
unite in military community
By Ken Walker -
State Correspondent

Oak Grove—Living Waters Fellowship in Oak Grove plans
to dedicate its new church Feb. 8, which comcxdes with its
fifth anniversary as a congregation.

However, completing a 7,000-square-foot building is only
the beginning of the excitement surrounding its property
on the main street in this military town, adjacent to Fort
Campbell.

By spring, Eternal Rock Baptist Church—the Kentucky
Baptist Convention’s first constituted Hispanic Baptist
church—hopes to move into its new 6,000-square-foot build-
ing on the same 39 acres.

Also meeting on the property will be a new Kore-
an church, Eternal Living Waters. Members initially will
worship in a double-wide trailer donated by First Baptist
Church of Oak Grove.

This three-tiered cooperative agreement is known as the
1/21 Church Network.

“It’s a first-century church concept in the 21st century,”
said Living Waters Pastor David Coram. “The first church
held everything in common. We looked at everything we
have and said, ‘How can we eliminate duplication when
possible?””

Larry Baker, KBC’s director of new work and association-
al missions, said he sees this project as significant and stra-
tegic, especially as Southern Baptist churches prepare to
recognize Racial Reconciliation Sunday Feb. 8.

[ See Ethnic church network reaches out ... Page 3

ETHNIC CHURCH NETWORK Oak Grove pastors David Coram (left)
of Anglo congregation Living Waters Fellowship, Peter Kang (cen-
ter) from the Korean Eternal Living Waters and Jorge Garcia of the
Hispanic Eternal Rock Baptist Church have formed a partnership in
which the three congregations are in the process of all locating on
the same 39-acre tract of land.
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ICY WELCOME /cicles hang from a sign we/com/ng motorists
to Louisville. The weight of ice on trees from last week’s winter
storm that swept through Kentucky caused many of them to
topple, taking down power lines and leaving as many as 700,000
Kentuckians in the dark for days. (Photo by Drew Nichter)

Ice storm cripples Kentucky,
Baptist relief teams respond

Continued from page 1

agement says it’s still too unstable for us to go into some ar-
eas because of the live power lines down.

“We anticipate we’ll need help from out of state so ...
we’ll start coordinating with the national disaster relief
team at NAMB,” Webb added. “There’s no way we can han-
dle all the needs just out of Kentucky.” Webb said out-of-
state chainsaw teams probably will be needed for four to
eight weeks.

Over the weekend, a NAMB disaster relief coordination
team set up a command center at the Kentucky Baptist
Building in Louisville. The team is manning a phone bank
to take calls requesting help from other relief organiza-
tions, then directing relief crews to those areas of the state
where they are needed.

Meanwhile, Arkansas was clobbered with nearly three
inches of ice, according to the Arkansas Baptist Conven-
tion’s Robby Tingle, who is based in Little Rock. That city
was unaffected by the storm.

“About 250,000 homes from Clinton north lost power,”
Tingle said, adding that some estimates call for electricity
to be out from 10 days to three weeks.

Tingle said Arkansas disaster relief feeding teams have
set up stations in several cities across the state

“We’ve already contacted all our affected associations,
churches and missionaries, to let them know we’ll help
them carry out their ministries,” he noted. Tingle added
that some Arkansas SBC churches did not have power re-
stored in time for last Sunday’s services.

In addition to the feeding teams, Arkansas Baptists have
deployed around 10 chainsaw teams and are getting more
ready to go, according to Tingle.

“While we don’t need help from out of state at the pres-
ent time, our white caps and blue caps are still assessing the
situation which is still fluid,” Tingle explained. “We appre-
ciate the willingness of Southern Baptists from across the
nation to help. And I'm so grateful for our volunteers and
their willingness to demonstrate the love of Christ in a real,
tangible way right now.”

In Oklahoma, state disaster relief director Sam Porter
said he feels like the Sooner State dodged a bullet with this
ice storm as compared to 2008, when a storm left 600,000
customers without electricity.

“Most of Oklahoma is OK,” he noted. “Oklahoma City,
Tulsa and the west side of the state were largely unaffect-
ed. The major power loss was in a 30-mile radius in the east-
ern and northeastern parts of the state.” Only 38,000 homes
and businesses initially lost power, and that number was
down to 25,000 as of last week.

Porter said two of the Baptist General Convention of
Oklahoma’s mobile kitchens were deployed at the fair-
grounds in Muscogee and at First Baptist Church of
Tahlequah. Three chainsaw teams—with about 15 volun-
teers each—were deployed in three Oklahoma cities. Anoth-
er 15-20 volunteers will serve on the two feeding units.

In Ohio, Duane Floro, ministry evangelism strategist for
the State Convention of Baptists in Ohio, said two counties
in south central Ohio were hit hardest by the ice storm.

“We just received a call from the American Red Cross
to bring out our feeding units,” he noted, adding that the
highest priority for feeding in Ohio is a senior adult retire-
ment center in Hocking County, where power remained off
days after the storm. Some 350 meals a day have been pre-
pared waiting for power to be restored, Floro said. (BP)
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Guidestone reduces hudget, cuts personnel

Dallas—GuideStone Financial Re-
sources announced Jan. 27 a work-
force downsizing of 10 percent
through projected attrition, and a
hiring freeze as part of a reduction
of its 2009 budget.

“The downturn in the global
economy and the subsequent re-
duced value of securities in our in-
vestment funds has impacted the fee
revenue that funds our budget,” said
President O.S. Hawkins.

As explained in a news release:
“Unlike the mission boards and sem-
inaries, GuideStone receives no Co-
operative Program funds from the
Southern Baptist Convention. It re-
lies solely on the fee revenue from its
proprietary investment funds to pro-
vide the resources to fund the major-
ity of its operating expenses. Expens-
es related to its life and health prod-
ucts are funded through the premi-
ums paid by organizations whose
participants are in those plans.”

Other reductions in operating ex-
penses include a salary freeze and
“delaying some purchases such as
additional computer equipment, re-
ducing travel, delaying some profes-
sional development and reducing
the amount of printed materials by
providing more materials on Guide-
Stone’s Web site.”

The GuideStone news release not-
ed that an operating reserve also is
part of its budget strategy.

“Over a decade ago, and in rec-
ognition that financial markets are
cyclical, GuideStone trustees estab-
lished an operating reserve that
would provide additional resources
for times such as these,” the news re-
lease stated, then quoted Hawkins
as saying, “This reserve enables us
to maintain our service levels to our
participants in times when the mar-
kets are down. We must use it pru-
dently in order to extend its abili-
ty to offset our anticipated revenue
shortfall.”

Future cutbacks in store?

Hawkins pointed out that addi-
tional budget reductions may be re-
quired, explaining, “While we are
hopeful about the future, further
deterioration in the financial mar-
kets or a significantly prolonged re-
covery from the current recession
may require other measures to fur-
ther reduce future costs. Continued
monitoring of the budget and addi-
tional strategic planning is a priori-
ty as we move through 2009 and into
2010 with all of its financial uncer-
tainties.

“If the financial markets con-

tinue to decline, GuideStone has
a strategic plan to add other bud-
get cuts when and if they are need-
ed,” Hawkins continued. “If the mar-
kets stabilize, GuideStone will care-
fully monitor its expenses to oper-
ate within its modified budget. Even
if the markets should begin to re-
bound, it will likely take an extend-
ed period of time to regain the loss-
es experienced during this period of
unprecedented market volatility.

“We believe these reductions are
absolutely necessary and we must
all be diligent to maximize the re-
sources that remain available to
us,” Hawkins said. “More than ever
before, we are challenged to find
ways to serve our participants in a
manner that seeks to enhance their
financial security.”

The news release also stated, “Dur-
ing its nine decades, GuideStone has
weathered a Depression, multiple re-
cessions, world and regional wars,
terrorism at home and abroad, a
dot.com tech bubble and economic
upheaval. Hawkins assured partic-
ipants, “Know that GuideStone re-
mains strong and is well-positioned
to continue in its commitment to
serving you through these challeng-
ing times and is keenly focused on
the trust you have placed in us.”” (BP)

Economy, reorganization top IMB trustees’ agenda

Richmond, Va.—Facing another
year of a troubled economy, South-
ern Baptist International Mission
Board trustees pressed forward with
efforts to restructure the organiza-
tion and respond to a lost world dur-
ing their Jan. 26-27 meeting.

Trustees also heard a report that
$3.3 million was appropriated this
past fall to human-needs projects
around the globe. Tom Elliff, se-
nior vice president for spiritual nur-
ture, also announced he will be con-
cluding his full-time work with the
board in March.

IMB President Jerry Rankin
shared his excitement about chang-
es on the way this year. In their Sep-
tember 2008 meeting, trustees ap-
proved a reorganization designed
to improve the board’s ability to im-
pact lostness and expand relation-
ships with churches.

“I envision a massive mobiliza-
tion of Southern Baptists engaged
in the task through a growing va-
riety of relationships and personal-
ized involvement in mission strate-
gies,” Rankin said. “My vision is re-
newed that we can look forward to
that day in a very few years when

we will be unable to identify a peo-
ple group that doesn’t have access to
the gospel.”

Trustees voted to realign their
regional committees to focus on
people groups or “affinity groups,”
matching the reorganization of
the board’s overseas work. Affinity
groups are drawn together by lan-
guage, culture and ethnicity, and
not limited geographically.

Trustees also approved a measure
that will streamline the restructur-
ing process by allowing IMB leader-
ship to transfer personnel to new as-
signments without trustee action.

As angst grows over the world
economy, board treasurer David Ste-
verson noted that the declining val-
ue of the dollar, rising living costs
overseas and medical expenses led
the IMB to draw a “larger than usu-
al” amount—about $7 million—from
reserves.

Trustees allocated those funds to
cover expenses—most of which al-
lowed missionaries to keep up with
rising living and medical expenses.

“I believe we need to buckle our
seatbelts and get ready for another
challenging year in 2009,” Steverson

Oklahoma foundation hit by Madoff scandal. At least
one Baptist group lost money as part of Bernard
Madoff’s alleged $50 billion Ponzi scheme. The Baptist
Foundation of Oklahoma said it lost $1.4 million, less
than 1 percent of its assets, when third-party money
managers invested in two of Madoff’s allegedly fraud-
ulent hedge funds. Madoff, former NASDAQ chairman
and founder of Bernard L. Madoff Investment Securi-
ties LLC, was arrested in December for allegedly swin-
dling a number of high-profile charities and celebri-
ties. Robert Kellogg, president of the Baptist Founda-
tion of Oklahoma, said his organization did not make
any direct investments with Madoff, but learned that
one of its managers gave the foundation “nominal
exposure” to allegedly fraudulent management by
Madoff. Kellogg said total losses amounted to about

said. “While I believe the worst of
the stock market decline is behind
us, we now have to deal with all the
fallout of that decline.”

Anticipating another tough year,
trustees already had tightened the
2009 budget in their November
meeting. The budget allows for sus-
taining the current levels of mission-
aries on the field. Whether or not
those numbers will rise above cur-
rent levels will depend on the gifts
of Southern Baptists.

In other business:

m Trustees heard reports that the
board’s human-needs ministry ap-
propriated more than $3.2 million
for 119 projects in the fall. Qut of
that amount, $2.3 million went to-
ward world hunger needs, $701,945
went to general relief projects and
$179,420 went to projects continued
from 2004 tsunami recovery efforts.

u Tom Elliff, senior vice president
for spiritual nurture, announced
he will depart in March. Elliff has
led training and provided mentor-
ing to new missionaries at the IMB’s
International Learning Center. He
will continue teaching at the center
through the end of the year. (BP)
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tist since 1998.

$1.4 million out of a total of $234 million in assents
managed by the foundation.

Dallas pastor accepts BGCT post. Jim Denison has re-
signed as senior teaching pastor at Park Cities Baptist
Church in Dallas to become founding president of
the Center for Informed Faith and theologian-in-resi-
dence with the Baptist General Convention of Texas.
The new center is an independently financed minis-
try that will have offices at the Baptist Building in Dal-
las. As BGCT theologian-in-residence, Denison will pro-
vide theological resources for Texas Baptists through
church conferences and seminars, Internet resourc-
es, BaptistWay Press publications and annual meeting
workshops. Denison has been pastor of Park Cities Bap-
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Ethnic church network reaches out to military commumty |

Continued from page 1

Even though many Baptist
churches in the area are doing an
excellent work in reaching the mili-
tary, more are needed, he said.

“This unique arrangement allows
for sharing of facilities and develop-
ing a variety of English, Korean and
Spanish-language ministries,” noted
Baker, who as director of missions
for Christian County Baptist Associ-
ation was involved in planting the
Living Waters and Eternal Rock con-
gregations.

Though unusual, the network is
not unique, since many Kentucky
associations have good working re-
lationships across state lines, Bak-
er added.

One example is McCreary Bap-
tist Association. The Eastern Ken-
tucky group does mission projects
with New River Baptist Association
in northern Tennessee, and the two
have agreed to jointly employ an as-
sociational missionary.

Under the agreement in Oak
Grove, the Anglo, Hispanic and Kore-
an churches will retain separate wor-
ship facilities.

However, since second-generation
immigrants tend to primarily speak
English, the three churches plan to
combine youth and children’s min-
istries under the direction of an in-
ter-ethnic leadership team.

“How far this will go is limitless,”
said Coram, a retired Army chaplain.
“We can do mission trips and other
things together. A lot of churches
have different groups that meet in
the same building, but they seldom
do things together.”

For now, Coram and Korean Pas-
tor Peter Kang are meeting weekly
to discuss sermon texts, illustrations
and insights in preparation for up-
coming services.

Eternal Rock Pastor Jorge Garcia
does not meet with the other two
pastors yet, since his church is meet-
ing in rented facilities in neighbor-
ing Clarksville, Tenn. However, he
will join them when its new build-
ing opens.

Each pastor preaches a unique
message. However, by using the
same text and similar illustrations, a
multi-ethnic family attending differ-
ent services on the property can lat-
er discuss common themes, Coram
explained.

“Denominations do this all the
time—send out lectionary readings
and pastors preach from the same
text,” he said. “We’re continuing
the idea of unity of three congrega-
tions.”

All three pastors have prior mil-
itary experience, which makes this
project a good fit, Garcia noted.

“This is a very unique communi-
ty,” said Garcia, who has a son and
daughter serving in the Army. “Ev-
ery time you have military, you have
diversity.”

Not only is the 1/21 network
drawing three ethnic groups togeth-
er, it has joined two state conven-
tions and two associations.

The Tennessee and Kentucky Bap-
tist conventions each financially
support the Korean church, which
started meeting in mid-November at
First Baptist, Oak Grove.

In addition, Living Waters and
Eternal Rock are dual members of
Christian County Association in Ken-

NEW FACILITIES An artist’s depiction of
Eternal Rock Baptist Church’s new build-
ing in Oak Grove due to be finished in the
coming months. The Hispanic congrega-
tion’s facility will be located on the same
39 acres as two other churches, Living
Waters Fellowship—an Anglo congre-
gation—and Eternal Living Waters—a
Korean congregation.

tucky and Cumberland Baptist Asso-
ciation in Tennessee.

The directors of missions for both
associations recently began meeting
monthly to discuss ways of support-
ing this outreach.

Bob Melton, director of missions
for Christian Association, and Cum-
berland DOM Dennis Pulley had
been meeting periodically since
Melton took office three years ago.

However, last September, they de-
cided to have breakfast or lunch reg-
ularly to discuss the network and
other potential church plants for
the area around Fort Campbell.

“It’s unique in the sense of three
different nationalities” coming to-
gether, Melton said. “I look at it as
a great opportunity. It’s fresh and
exciting.

“We've talked about how we
could bring our associations togeth-
er,” he added. “There are so many
unreached people in the Fort Camp-
bell area we’ve got room for 10 more
churches.”

Coram’s original vision for a
multi-ethnic church goes back about
nine years while he was still in the
Army, according to Pulley.

The Cumberland DOM eventual-
ly helped Coram enroll in church-
planter training and later helped
secure start-up funds for Living Wa-
ters from the Tennessee Baptist Con-
vention.

Pulley said he foresees a great fu-
ture for the network, noting Fort
Campbell is home to numerous His-
panics and Koreans and is one of the
nation’s fastest-growing areas.

“There’s a lot of people from all
cultures to be reached,” Pulley point-
ed out. “I see a great future there. Da-
vid’s vision is a great, global vision.

“God’s had his hand on his life
and just blessed him. God’s going
to bless him in an even greater way
when he gets in his new building.”

The partnership between the
three pastors is close. In May of 2007,
Coram and Garcia traveled to South
Korea to meet with Kang and help
raise financial support for Eternal
Living Waters.

Coram said he hopes to eventu-
ally construct a building that will
house all three congregations, in-
cluding an educational wing in the
shape of a cross.

“Many of the people who attend
our three congregations are mili-
tary, so we have that in common as
well as a vision for the community,”
Coram noted.

“People have military experience
that transcends culture. We've all
been in the military and understand
what military life is all about.”

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

Oak Grove—Whether staging free concerts,
handing out tracts at Wal-Mart or counseling
troubled soldiers, Kentucky Baptist churches in
the shadow of Fort Campbell seek to share God’s
love with members of the military.

“We’re actively involved in the military com-
munity,” said Jorge Garcia, pastor of Eternal
Rock Baptist Church (in Spanish: Iglesia Bautis-
ta la Roca Eternal). “We’ve got to constantly be
reaching out in the community.”

Originally a mission of First Baptist Church
of Oak Grove, Eternal Rock celebrated its 11th
anniversary last November.

With three-quarters of its members either ac-
tive or retired military, the Hispanic congrega-
tion maintains a continuing schedule of special
events and other services.

As part of its 11th anniversary observance,
the church hosted a concert featuring Puerto
Rican musician Samuel Hernandez, the winner
of two Latin Grammy Awards.

Last summer, Eternal Rock and three other
KBC churches helped stage an outreach at the
county fairgrounds with games, inflatables and
other activities for children.

Caring for those back home

On the more serious side, Eternal Rock is
helping fill the gap left by thousands of soldiers
deployed to Iraq or Afghanistan, offering spous-
es financial support, prayers and counseling.

The latter includes help for returning sol-
diers and their families, who often struggle
with reuniting after long absences.

Divorce rates in military marriages are be-
tween 30 and 40 percent and there are strains
on numerous families, Garcia explained.

“Right now, one big thing is marriage and
family counseling dealing with anger,” he said.
“Within our church family, we are seeing a lot
of family problems because of that. We are do-
ing a lot of counseling to help them with that
trauma.”

When the situation calls for more help than
the church can offer, couples are referred to Cor-
nerstone Counseling, an outreach of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention.

The last time a large group of soldiers re-
turned from Iraq, Oak Grove’s Living Waters
Fellowship hosted a three-day family retreat at
Lake Barkley.

While children enjoyed games and activities,
their parents were in classes about family re-in-
tegration, including a spiritual emphasis.

PRAYING FOR GOD’S PROTECTION Members of Living Waters Fellowship in Oak
Grove pray for soldiers prior to a recent deployment to Afghanistan. The congrega-
tion, along with a partnering Hispanic and Korean church in the area, frequently min-
ister to soldiers and their families who are stationed at nearby Fort Campbell.

Churches help military families heal

The church plans to sponsor another one this
winter after it moves into its new building, Pas-
tor David Coram noted.

The Kentucky Baptist church stays in touch
with members while they are on duty overseas,
regularly sending them care packages that in-
clude DVDs of worship services.

Living Waters also has a ministry known
as “Home Team,” which conducts family rec-
reational outings and offers child care once a
month so parents can go out to dinner.

“Our goal is to be a home away from home
for military families,” Coram said. “We adver-
tise (military outreaches) on the Web site and in
the newspaper. We have ideas for other things
we’d like to do, such as a ‘Friday Night Live’ for
young people.”

Opportunities for ministry

If there is a positive side to the strains on sol-
diers and their families, it is an increased sensi-
tivity to spiritual matters.

Many soldiers are willing to listen when pas-
tors and laypersons want to talk to them about
Jesus, Garcia said. '

“They’re seeking out because they see their
mortality,” he pointed out. “My son was ... in
Iraq. I have to deal with the anger and the feel-
ings.

“He still has an (issue) with traumatic stress
that started with ... (a) friend who died in his
arms. That causes a terrible change in a per-
son. We’re helping him deal with that in a pos-
itive way.”

A lot of families are tired after experienc-
ing multiple deployments of loved ones, Coram
pointed out.

One member of Living Waters who is due
home in May from Afghanistan already has seen
action in Iraq, a story that has been repeated nu-
merous times, Coram said.

Meanwhile, children often release the emo-
tional stress they feel by acting up in school, get-
ting in fights, throwing things or walking out of
class, he added.

“There’s a lot of uncertainty about the fu-
ture,” said Coram, who recently attended a sem-
inar—sponsored by Cumberland Baptist Associa-
tion in Clarksville, Tenn.—about how churches
can deal with these issues.

“I provide a lot of one-on-one counseling as
needed for spouses or couples. A lot of it is infor-
mal, after a meeting or Bible study, when some-
one says, ‘Pastor, can you talk?’ and it ends up
being 35 or 40 minutes. A lot of it is talking and
letting people express their feelings.”
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Shining like the stars

It was a cold, blustery December Sunday. The pas-
tor had prepared a message that cast Mary and Joseph
as “everyday heroes,” ordinary people who were will-
ing to be used for God’s extraordinary purposes. Even
though he had no notion that I would be worshiping
there that day, his words seemed as though especially
prepared for me.

On that morning, I stood square-
ly on the threshold of one of those
“but” moments in life, as pastor Les
Hollon of Louisville’s St. Matthews |
Baptist Church aptly referred to
times when God’s will and timing in-
tersects with our plans.

Mary and Joseph’s story enables
us to see that everyday people are sometimes called
upon by God to do what seems to be impossible, but
yet is possible with God, the pastor began. Being faith-
ful each day to see what God will do requires trusting
Him in a way that is extraordinary, so that His pow-
er can be released in your life, he explained. “As God
speaks a message to you, don’t stiff arm God. Don’t
talk yourself out of it, but walk into it, trust it and ap-
ply it,” he challenged.

Two days earlier, the trustees of the Western Re-
corder had voted to recommend that I become the
next editor of this newspaper. Two days later, the
State Mission Board would be determining whether
to approve their decision.

For the past 12 years, I have been hoping that one
day, in God’s timing, I might become an editor, as-
sumedly in South Carolina, where I was then serving.
But ... God had somewhere else in mind. And the Holy
Spirit firmly convicted me that Sunday that for the
past six months or so, I had been “stiff arming” God,
as Hollon so aptly put it. i

Pause for a moment: “What are your circumstanc-
es in which you are trusting God in your life today?”
Hollon challenged. “Are you trusting God in such a
way that others will say, T'm going to believe what
this person is telling me because I see this person liv-
ing out what he or she speaks about Jesus?””

Mary’s response to God was that of a humble ser-
vant: “May it be done to me according to your word.”

Her reply is a model of what ours always should be: to
joyfully follow God, trusting His promise that He will
be with us.

Christian journalism is the ministry to which God
has called me, and my deepest desire is to use the writ-
ing skills that God has given me in service to my fel-

low believers. Answering God’s call

now has led me back to Kentucky,

Aﬂﬂl‘ where I was privileged to serve dur-
ing my seminary years.

TII““ II As editor, I will endeavor to bring

g to the pages of the Western Recorder

== accuracy, balance and fairness. I am

By Todd Deaton  ¢qy,31ly committed to missions and

evangelism and have a fervent desire

to tell the stories of how Kentucky Baptists are joining

together to further the cause of Christ. The Bible verse

that will always guide my ministry—and any editorial

I write—is Romans 14:19: “Therefore let us pursue the

things which make for peace and the things by which

one may edify another.”

Through telling these stories, the Western Record-
er will uplift these Kentucky Baptists and inspire oth-
ers to “let their Light shine.” So, on the front page,
the news journal’s motto is changing to reflect this
Christ-centered focus: “Calling Kentucky Baptists to
‘shine like stars in the world,”” based on Philippians
2:15. As a backyard astronomer—or at least a stargazer
—Ifind appealing the imagery that Paul used in charg-
ing the Philippians to be blameless and pure children
of God in the midst of a crooked and depraved gen-
eration. Looking at the glimmering stars against a
darkened night sky, believers should be ever minded
of their incarnational purpose of “holding out” the
Word of Life, and in doing so, reflecting “the Light of
the world” to those grasping in darkness.

This past week, I have met many wonderful ser-
vants among the state convention’s leadership, and I
am looking forward to meeting others all across our
state. In the days ahead, the Western Recorder will
strive to reach out to and serve all Kentucky Baptists,

informing and inspiring them to use their gifts and
talents in missions, evangelism and ministry as they
“shine like the stars” in the world.

‘The Ultimate Sacrifice, Share God’

The theme for the upcoming
Kentucky Baptist Evangelism Con-
ference to be held Feb. 23-24 at
Porter Memorial Baptist
Church in Lexington is an
awesome and challenging
one—“The Ultimate Sacri-
fice, Share God’s Gift.”

The theme verse is Ga-
latians 1:14: “May I never
boast except in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ,
through which the world
has been crucified to me
and I to the world.”

God has led KBC Evan-
gelism Growth Team Leader Ross
Bauscher to select a great theme
and outstanding speakers. What I
like most is that the theme for each
message is focused on the cross of
Jesus Christ and the challenges of
living and sharing His message in a
post-modern, anti-church culture.

The conference begins with
praise and worship led by The
Specks at 1:30 p.m. with Robert
Smith, preaching professor at Bee-
son Divinity School of Samford Uni-
versity in Birmingham, Ala., preach-
ing the first sermon.

What follows will be two days of

PARTNERS IN
THE Mission

service.

focused

join me.
Bill Mackey

outstanding and challenging mes-
sages. Dennis Swanberg, inspira-
tional speaker and humorist, will
close out the conference
on Tuesday afternoon as
we prepare to return to
places of leadership and

Due to the biblically

standing speakers, I plan
to be present for all ses-
sions and I hope you will

Monday night will be
an incredjble opportuni-
ty to hear two outstanding schol-
ars, theologians and seminary pres-
idents address two of the most chal-
lenging topics facing Christendom.
Ergun Caner, president of Liber-
ty Baptist Theological Seminary in
Lynchburg, Va., will speak on the
topic, “The Uniqueness of Jesus
Christ.” Albert Mohler, president of
Southern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary in Louisville, will speak on
the topic, “Sharing Jesus Christ in a
Postmodern Culture.”

On Tuesday morning, we will
hear from two well-known former
KBC pastors and leaders—Dan Gar-

land from LifeWay Christian Re-
sources, and Kevin Hamm, senior
pastor at First Baptist Church of
Gardendale, Ala. We also will hear
from David Burton, the strategic
and inspirational evangelism divi-
sion director of the Florida Baptist
Convention.

There will be informative break-
out sessions over lunch Tuesday
starting at 11:30 a.m. and a separate
conference specifically for wom-
en on Tuesday from 9:15 a.m.-1:35
p.m. in the fellowship hall of the
host church.

For a complete list of speak-
ers and more information about
the Evangelism Conference, visit
www.KyBaptist.org/Evangelism
Conference or call (502) 489-3576.

From my earliest days in minis-
try, the Evangelism Conference has
been the event that God has used
consistently to inspire and encour-
age me to share the gospel of Jesus
Christ with every person possible.
It is my prayer that pastors, church
staff members and laypersons will
take advantage of this opportunity
to renew their commitment to con-
necting all people to Jesus Christ.

s Gift’

topics and out-

Bill Mackey is executive director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention
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Diversification is
key to maintaining
balanced portfolio

By Jeremy White

The mantra of real estate is
location, location, location. An
important wis-
dom principle
for preserving
investments is
diversification,
diversification,
diversification.

Most stocks
and bonds took a hit in the 2008
economic downturn. A com-
mon question then is, “Why di-
versify if international stocks,
US. stocks and bonds all de-
clined?”

Diversification doesn’t guar-
antee a betterreturn, but it does
reduce risk.

Diversification is spreading
your money among different
types of investments. By doing
so, you diminish your overall
risk. If you had put all of your
money in one stock (such as
General Motors, Lehman Broth-
ers or Citigroup), you would
have lost almost all of your in-
vestment.

Let’s say a retired couple
wanted to start a small busi-
ness in the mountains of North
Carolina, and they were lean-
ing toward opening a cozy gour-
met coffee shop. Then a friend
pointed out that the coffee shop
would be a welcome retreat
from the brisk autumn breez-
es and winter snows, but sales
were apt to be sluggish during
the hot summer months.

Rethinking their plan, the
couple decided to open a cof-
fee and ice cream shop. When
coffee sales lagged in the heat,
ice cream would lure the sum-
mertime crowds. Similarly, a
hot cup of coffee would keep
the winter customers coming
even if ice cream sales meited.
By diversifying their offerings,
the couple had hit upon a plan
that would reduce risk while en-
hancing their return.

The most important strate-
gy to preserve your capital is a
diversified portfolio. In other
words, spread your investments
among several alternatives so
that if any of them suffers, your
entire investment portfolio
does not shrink. The tradeoff is
to give up the potential for hit-
ting it bigin a single investment
for a modest return on the en-
tire investment portfolio.

Although diversification is a
foundational concept in invest-
ing, it's not new.

Solomon stated the princi-
ple of diversification in Ecclesi-
astes 11:2, “Divide your portion
among seven, even eight, so that
no harm will befall you.” Apply
this principle to your investing
by holding different types of
mutual funds, CDs, real estate,
precious metals and bonds.

—

Jeremy White is a certified public
accountant with Blythe, White &
Associales in Paducah
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Estate stewardship: Be a blessing

Ky. Baptists have means to
show faith through giving

Giving via a bequest in your
will or revocable living trust, and/
or a beneficiary designation of
a life insurance policy or retire-

ment account is the sim-
plest and—for many—
most sensible way to be
a blessing for Kingdom
advance in the future.
Everyone, regardless of
their financial stations
in life, can demonstrate
faithfulness through
this kind of estate stew-
ardship, because you |
continue to control the

use of that which God

has entrusted to you un-

til you no longer need it.

God expects us to be faithful
during life and at death in the
management and use of the re-
sources He entrusts to us. The de-
cisions we make about the dispo-
sition of what’s left at the time
of our deaths may be the most
stewardship  deci-
sions we shall ever make. There-
fore, those decisions should not
be made lightly; they should be
made prayerfully, thoughtfully,
thankfully, emotionally, intellec-
tually and with the confidential
assistance of one or more knowl-
edgeable estate planning profes-

important

sionals.

Kentucky
BapTist
FounpaTion

Barry Allen

Fortunately for Kentucky Bap-
tists, the Kentucky Baptist Foun-
dation provides that confidential
and personal estate planning as-
sistance at no cost or obligation.
There is no cost because it has been
paid from the collective giving of
churches through the Co-
operative Program. The
Foundation’s trust coun-
sel, Laurie Valentine, pro-
vides the assistance. She
is available by telephone
or in person. You may just
have an estate planning
question you need an-
swered, or you may need
a more extensive session.
Just call Laurie toll free
and let her know how she
can be of assistance.

If you really believe God and
trust Him and His word, you will
include a provision(s) in your es-
tate plan to further His Kingdom
beyond your lifetime. In so doing,
not only will He bless you now, but
you also will be a blessing to the
multitudes who benefit from your
faithfulness via estate stewardship
until Jesus comes again.

Barry Allen is president of the
Kentucky Baptist Foundation,

PO Box 436389, Louisville,

KY 40253, toll-free (866) 489-3533;
www.kybaptistfoundation.org

15-Days; Departs July 2, 2009

Mississippi Baptist Minister to Host

Alaska Cruise

And Pacific Northwest Vacation

from $2148*

“l liked this trip so much...we’re going back!”

On July 2, 2009, join your Spiritual Director, Baptist Minister Rev. J. Barry Worrell on -
this 15-day vacation including a 7-day deluxe Alaska Cruise with Holland America
Line and a 7-day Pacific Northwest vacation with Your Man Tours. Devotions will be
made available for those in the group who wish to participate. This will be Rev.
Worrell's second time hosting this YMT Baptist vacation package. The first was on
this same Alaska Cruise and Pacific Northwest trip that departed June 12, 2005. For
22 years, Rev. Worrell has served as Minister of Music and Senior Adults at
Emmanuel Baptist Church in Grenada, Mississippi. Your group will fly into Salt Lake
City for a day with a city tour (including the Mormon Tabernacle, Beehive House and
Great Salt Lake). Next your group will take a five day scenic drive to Vancouver by
way of Jackson Hole, Wyoming; Grand Teton National Park; West Yellowstone &
Yellowstone National Park (two days); Butte, Montana; Lake Coeur d'Alene;
Spokane, Washington; and Penticton, BC before boarding your five-star ship, HAL's
ms Volendam in Vancouver. Enjoy the 5-star Signature of Excellence Holland
America Line is famous for! And take advantage of Baptist devotions for your group
aboard ship! Travel through a wondrous maze of forested-island and glacier-carved

fiords, past charming coastal villages, migrating whales and calving glaciers to

Juneau, Skagway, Glacier Bay National Park, and Ketchikan while sailing Alaska's

Inside Passage. End your tour with one night in Seattle, Washington (with city tour)
before flying home July 16, 2009. *Price per person, double occupancy; includes
port charges, government fees, taxes and services; Alaska visitor's tax; the seven-
day deluxe Alaska cruise, seven nights hotels, baggage handling and lots of motor
coach sightseeing throughout the Pacific Northwest. Airfare is extra. Call for details.

For Heaven’s Sake

DIRECTIONS, HELPS
ME FIND MY WAY,
KEEPS ME FROM
GETTING LOST,
AND EVEN TELLS
ME IF I MAKE A
WRONG TURN...

February 3, 2009
Mike Morgan

L TN

Thom Tapp

WELL, WHAT DO You
WANT TO PUT ON
OUR NEW WEB

Bible Crosswords

Across

1 “l will come in to him and will
____with him”
(Revelation 3:20)

4 “The foxes have
(Matthew 8:20)

9 Isaac, to Abraham

12__ “la-la

13 Pole vault or high jump, for
example, in a track meet

14“____ of every sort shalt thou
bring into the ark”

(Genesis 6:19)

15 Went in

17 Alter, hopefully for the better

19 “And he shall rule them with a
rod of ____" (Revelation 2:27)

20 Celestial sign, to Magi

21 Remnant of a broken pot
(KJV var.)

23 “Nor silver, nor brass ... nor
scrip for your 4
(Matthew 10:9, 10)

26 Fowl creatures

27 Nonsense

28 In ____ (concerning)

29 Consume

30 Certain collectibles

31 Age

32 Title used when not on a first-
name basis (abbr.)

33 “You're So ____ " (C. Simon hit)

34 Confirm

35 “If any man ____, let him come
unto-me” (John 7:37)

37 Drops pounds

38 Act as accomplice

39 Actor Orson, for one

40 “Ye are not in darkness, that that
day should overtake you as a

" (1 Thessalonians 5:4)

Last week’s solution
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YOU DON'T HAVE
ANY 600D RECIPES
Do Youz

10 11

40 |4

45

49

42 Pasture activity

45 Rowing implement

46 Chief son of Kohath
(1 Chronicles 15:5)

48 Born-(Fr.)

49 Twisted strand in rope

50 “Make a joyful noise unto the
Lord, allye ____ " (Psalm 100:1)

51 Came into possession

Down

1. Jeanne d’Arc, €.g.

2. Vase

3 “Rejoicing in hope, ____in
tribulation” (Romans 12:12)

4 “For ____ feared John, knowing
that he was a just man” (Mark
6:20)

5 Appliance

6 “He was ____as a sheep to the
slaughter” (Acts 8:32)

7 Half an em

8 Icons, perhaps

9 Far from cracking a smile

10 Possess

11 “And Cain ... dwelt in the land
of ___ onthe east of Eden”
(Genesis 4:16)

16 Blunders

18 One betrothed to Joseph

20 In the near future

21 Son of Noah

22 “Amerry ____ maketh
a cheerful countenance”
(Proverbs 15:13)

23 Elbow, for one

24 “Who concerning the truth
have ____, saying that the
resurrection is past”

(2 Timothy 2:18)

25 “For | have laid upon thee the
___oftheiriniquity”
(Ezekiel 4:5)

27 Raise up

30 “Be ____for nothing”
(Philippians 4:6)

31 After dusk

33 Emotional reaction (collog.)

34 Son of Jotham, king of Judah
(2 Kings 16:1)

36 Hirsute

37 What the Lamb opens, in the
Book of Revelation

39 Partner of born

40 Over the ___

41 Masculine nickname

42 Cotton ___

43 New (comb. form)

44 “___ thee behind me, Satan”
(Matthew 16:23)

47 Chemical element (abbr.)

© 1999 Barbour Publishing
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STATE WOMEN HONORED
Kentucky Woman'’s
Missionary Union was
awarded $1,300 from
WMU'’s Second Century
Fund during the recent
National WMU board
meeting Jan. 10-13, in
Talladega, Ala. Managed
by the WMU Foundation,
the fund goes to financially
support women’s
leadership development

in the United States and
around the world. Pictured
are (from left) National
WMU Executive Director
Wanda Lee; Kentucky
WMU President Pat
Reaves; Kentucky WMU
Executive Director Joy
Bolton; WMU Foundation
President David George;
and Sylvia DeLoach, chair
of the WMU Foundation
board of trustees.
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National WMU honors past leaders, looks toward future

By Julie Walters
National Woman’s Missionary Union

Talladega, Ala.—The lives of two
former leaders of national Woman’s
Missionary Union, Alma Hunt and
Dellanna O’Brien, were celebrated at
Shocco Springs Baptist Conference
Center in Talladega, Ala., as WMU
board members gathered for their
January meeting.

The trustees also heard reports
from Southern Baptist mission
board leaders and looked at initia-
tives for 2009.

The board paid special tribute to
Hunt and O’Brien, two former lead-
ers of the national missions organi-
zation, who both died in 2008. Hunt
served as WMU executive secretary
from 1948-74. O’Brien, the first in-
ternational missionary to serve as
WMU executive director, led the or-
ganization from 1989-99.

In her address, National WMU
President Kaye Miller called Hunt
and O’Brien “heroes of the faith”
who were faithful and courageous
to do what they knew the Lord had
called them to do, despite their cir-

cumstances and trials. “Shame on
us, if standing on the shoulders of
these giants, we do not see further,”
she noted.

“I believe in WMU as a force for
fulfilling the Great Commission and
it is worth the investment of my
life,” Miller said. “WMU continues
today because God is not through
with us yet. It continues today be-
cause of courageous and faithful
women and men who believe with
all their hearts the Great Commis-
sion call is for them to embrace per-
sonally.”

Lee: WMU faces “new challenges”

In her report, Executive Direc-
tor Wanda Lee reviewed highlights
of 2008 and cited challenges the or-
ganization will face in 2009, includ-
ing the nation’s ongoing economic
downturn, a world facing numer-
ous wars, churches in transition and
individuals seeking that which will
make a difference in their lives.

“The task before us is great with
new challenges,” Lee said, “but we
are just as committed today as those

(’) WMU Foundation

Helping You Muke o Werld of Difference

who came before us 120 years ago to
press on, engaging people with the
message of hope that only comes
through faith in Jesus Christ.”

Lee identified three actions WMU
leadership must take to advance the
organization as it seeks to further
the mission of God.

First, Lee pointed out that a new
financial reality must be embraced.
National “WMU leadership em-
braced the financial reality of our
current economic climate and de-
veloped a plan to help us care for
our staff and move forward with
our missions task,” she said. “In the

meantime, WMU staff will learn
some new lessons that will make
us stronger and help us focus on the
most important things for the cause
of missions.”

Second, Lee said WMU leaders
must confront the culture in many
Baptist churches whose members be-
lieve “someone over there will care
about the people of the world and
we can remain safe and comfort-
able right here within the protected
walls of our church.”

“If we truly understand that
missions education is a holistic ap-
proach to discipling missional peo-
ple,” she noted, “then we must be
bold in confronting the culture of
our churches with this challenge
and do everything possible to help
them focus on the essential ele-
ments of learning, praying, giving
and going.”

Finally, Lee challenged partici-
pants to reaffirm their personal mis-
sions calling. “Jesus walked into a
world of turmoil, uncertainty and
instability not so different from
what we face today,” Lee explained.
“He touched the lives of one person
after another, changing them and

changing their world forever. When
He told the disciples to ‘go into all
the world,” He didn’t say ‘if you want
to’ or ‘if you feel like it.’ He said, ‘As
you go,” assuming they would take
up the missions mandate if they
were committed to following Him.”

In other business, Geoff Ham-
mond, president of the Southern
Baptist North American Mission
Board, shared the unaudited results
of the 2008 Annie Armstrong Easter
Offering with the group. Despite last
year’s economic downturn, South-
ern Baptists still contributed more
than $58 million to support North
American missionaries.

“To raise $58 million in a reces-
sion was a miracle and we praise God
for that,” Hammond said. “While An-
nie was down about 2.2 percent over
last year, the fundraising of many
charitable organizations was down
10 percent or more.”

Also, the WMU executive board
approved a goal of $175 million for
the 2009 Lottie Moon Christmas Of-
fering for International Missions
and a revised 2009-10 budget of $9.6
million, representing a reduction of
$1.4 million. (BP)

Nursery provided

author of “Frazzled Female” & “Victoriously Frazzled”
Tickets are $5 and can be purchased at the church or the Owensboro LifeWay Store

Call the church before Feb. 22 to purchase tickets or register

(270)[68353505)

Oneida’s caring teachers and coaches
make lasting impact on our students

Ask 10 of our students at random why they
think Oneida is different and you’ll likely get 10
different answers.

I think most would agree that one of the ways
we are different is our staff. Any administrator
knows that his program is only as good as his
staff. Our faculty and staff always have been a key
to what makes OBI work. The person-
al attention and compassion they give
to our students and their genuine in-
terest in meeting the needs of our stu-
dents sets them apart.

I experienced that when I was a stu-
dent at OBI. Ms. Wilson was a devot-
ed math teacher who loved and chal-
lenged us. Ms. Bain (Rice) was a de-
manding English teacher, but always
made time to befriend her students.

Mr. Combs, the dean of boys, be-
came a lifelong friend and father figure. My son
is named after Mr. Combs and he was my best
man when I married my Oneida sweetheart more
than 44 years ago.

Other Oneida faculty and staff also made last-
ing impressions on my life.

During the Christmas holidays, we often are
blessed to receive words of encouragement and
praise, usually included with a Christmas gift

one such letter with you. I will not reveal the
name of the student or the teacher the parent
is commending (Mr. ?2?). I will tell you this stu-
dent came to us from Texas with average grades
but had made some poor choices. This young
man was with us for three years. During his se-
nior year, his lowest quarterly grade point aver-

W.F. Underwood

to this ministry. I would like to share part of

Our faculty and staff are different

age was 3.71 and his highest was 4.0. Here is part
of that letter:

“Last year, I gave a year-end gift in honor of
my dad who passed just before my son’s gradua-
tion. This year I would like to give $1,000 in hon-

them demonstrate the power of relationships in
changing lives. Mr. 7?? believed in my son and my
son was open and accepting of his guidance and
friendship.

“My prayer is that each of your staffis
aware that they have the power to trans-
form the life of a child at every interac-
tion. To say to a student, ‘I believe in you
even when you don’t believe in your-
self,’ changes lives. Every child deserves
a champion in the way that Mr. ??? has
been there for my son.”

The teacher this father referred to is
an Oneida graduate himself. He came to
OBI in the late 1980s because of conflicts
with his adoptive parents. He lived in
the dorms for six years. He was never a discipline
problem and always was respectful. If he were
writing this article, I suspect he would identify at
least one teacher or coach who was helpful to him
when he was struggling with personal issues.

After he graduated from college he returned
to Oneida. He is highly respected among our stu-
dents and faculty. OBI was just what he needed
at a critical time in his life. Now he is providing
the same loving guidance and compassion he re-
ceived. God surely has blessed this ministry with
wonderful faculty, staff and friends who help
make all we do possible.

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org

New Clear Creek student now
is warming hearts

Jack Frost is now at Clear Creek.
~ Not the Christmas version of Jack
Frost—I'm talking about our new
student. He has become a popular
conversation starter around here
with his name. He is excit-
ed to tell everyone that he
now is glad to be “warm-
ing” instead of “nipping”
people’s hearts with the
gospel since a personal
relationship with Jesus
Christ changed his life.

“I was raised by a Bap-
tist minister and his wife,”
Jack recalled. “Because of
them, I had every opportu-
nity to be raised in church
and know about God. I professed Je-
sus Christ as my Savior at an early
age and thought I was saved. But I
didn’t live for the Lord like I should
have. ... I fell away from the Lord
and got involved in things I had no
business being a part of. My life lit-
erally turned into a horror story.

“I finally realized that I had
never really come to know Christ
through that personal relationship
that He wants with us,” Jack contin-
ued. “So I finally came to the point
in my life where I surrendered my
life to Christ and made a commit-
ment to follow Him. I got involved
in a program in Florida called Teen
Challenge (which) really helped me

CLear CREek
CHRONICLE

Donnie Fox

Jack Frost no longer nipping

to focus on how to embrace God’s
will for my life.

After that “I ended up spending
some time in Santiago, Domini-
can Republic. That was my last step
in my journey to Clear Creek,” he
said. “While I was there, God be-
gan to direct me back to Kentucky
to share with people who
had supported me about
how God had changed
my life. ... God also told
me that I needed to go to
Clear Creek.

“I just knew there
was no way that I would
be able to attend college
with my background,”
Jack noted. “But I remem-
ber sitting in the admis-
sions office and Director
Billy Howell telling me, ‘Jack, if you
can assure me God has called you
to this place then we are going to
facilitate that call and let God take
care of the rest’—and here [ am.”

It’s no surprise that Jack is in
the missions and evangelism track.
“The gospel is really a simple mes-
sage for me,” Jack said, “and I feel
led to go out and introduce Jesus
to people who do not know Him.
I believe that is God’s will for my
life now.”

Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek
Road, Pineville, KY 40977; toll-free:
(866) 340-3196; Web site: www.
ccbbe.edu; e-mail: dfox@ccbbe.edu
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February

6-7 Region 3 Disaster Relief Re-
certification and Training, Living
Hope Baptist Church, Bowling
Green.

6-7 Deacon/Pastor/Spouse Retreat,
Griffin Gate Marriott Resort,
Lexington.

16 Church Retirement Plan “Reality
Check” Conference, Lone Oak
First Baptist Church, Paducah;
Lexington Avenue Baptist Church,
Danville; Eagle Heights Baptist
Church, Somerset.

17 Church Retirement Plan “Reality
Check” Conference, Second
Baptist Church, Hopkinsville;
First Baptist Church, Hindman;
First Baptist Church, Madisonville.

18 Church Retirement Plan “Reality
Check” Conference, First Baptist
Church, Bowling Green; First
Baptist Church, Pikeville.

20 Church Retirement Plan “Reality
Check” Conference, Ninth & 0
Baptist Church, Louisville.

23-24 Kentucky Baptist Evangelism
Conference, Porter Memorial
Baptist Church, Lexington.

26 Church Retirement Plan “Reality
Check” Conference, First Baptist
Church, Mount Sterling.

March

4-18 College Blitz, Habitat for
Humanity, Morehead.

6-7 Creative Ministries Festival,
Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary, Louisville.

7 RA Congress Region 1, Bellview
Baptist Church, Paducah.

7 RA Congress Region 3, First Baptist
Church, Mount Washington.

7 Hispanic Evangelism Conference
and Hispanic Women’s Event,
Parkland Baptist Church,
Louisville.

Far more information, call (800) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org

NEW & USED BUS SALES

OVER 60 UNITS IN STOCK!

| MID-SOUTH

Call 1-800-322-4024 1o speak with a sales

professional or schedule your preventative maintenance
service. Whether you need a new church bus or a used

school bus, we have a product to fit your budget.

www.thebuscenter.com

New and Used Bus Sales | Bus Parts & Service | Body Shop

Visit our inventory at www.TheBusCenter.com
1-800-322-4024

Mid-South Bus Center | 3590 Manson Pike | Murfregsboro, Tennessee 37129

Faith-filled players hecome
growing Super Bowl feature

By Art Stricklin

Tampa, Fla—Every angle of the
Super Bowl seems to get media at-
tention, including a trend that has
buoyed Christians across the coun-
try: The fact that a faith-filled player
or coach will find a special moment
to proclaim his love for Jesus Christ.

From Tom Landry to Roger Stau-
bach, Shawn Alexander, Tony Dungy
and last year’s Super Bowl hero, Da-
vid Tyree, a passion for Jesus Christ
has been seen by millions of Super
Bowl viewers.

“You have the eyes and the ears of
the world during the Super Bowl, so
it’s natural players will want to talk
about their faith in Jesus,” said Mi-
ami Dolphins chaplain Corwin An-
thony, who oversees the Athletes in
Action ministry program that pro-
vides chaplains to 12 NFL teams.

“When you have the name of
Jesus in you, you just have to get it
out,” as New York Giants receiver
Tyree put it before last year’s mir-
acle catch in the Giants’ upset win
over the New England Patriots.

This year’s Super Bowl matchup
between the Pittsburgh Steelers and
Arizona Cardinals featured Chris-
tians on both sides of the field. Steel-
ers’ safety Troy Polamalu and run-
ning back Mewelde Moore, and Car-
dinals’ quarterback Kurt Warner and
wide receiver Anquan Boldin all dis-
cussed their faith in Jesus Christ dur-
ing the media day prior to last Sun-
day’s game.

Using the “platform for Christ”

Anthony has been the Dolphins’
chaplain for nearly a decade. While
he says he has not seen a huge surge
of Christians in the league, typically
a player has shared the Super Bowl
spotlight through an opportunity to
voice his faith in Christ.

“Go back to (Dallas Cowboys’ head
coach) Tom Landry and the influence
he had. There were quarterbacks Rog-
er Stabauch, Kurt Warner and coach
Tony Dungy. There is always a guy in

every era who uses his platform for
Christ,” Anthony noted.

That influence extends into the
college ranks, he added, noting the
example of players like Tim Tebow or
Colt McCoy who have spoken of their
faith to national media audiences.

Even the NEFL itself, which takes
a decidedly neutral stance toward
matters of faith, acknowledges a
Christian presence in the league.

NFL Commissioner Roger Goo-
dell, in an interview with Baptist
Press (see last week’s Western Re-
corder), called faith a private mat-
ter for players and coaches, but ac-
knowledged that faith is “an impor-
tant aspect of their lives.”

The annual Saturday Super Bowl
Breakfast sponsored by Athletes in
Action now is in its second decade,
while the Friday evening Super Bowl
Gospel Celebration is marking its
10th anniversary. Both events now
are officially sanctioned NFL events
during the Super Bowl week of ac-
tivities. For the first time, represen-
tatives of the two events were sched-
uled at the NFL media center this
year to talk about their missions and
activities.

The Super Bowl is “the super gath-
ering for everybody,” former wide re-
ceiver Cris Carter once said. “The Su-
per Bowl for parties and for prod-
ucts and for games. Why shouldn’t
it be the Super Bowl for Christians
as well?”

Anthony noted that Christians
in the NFL “are always pressured to
compromise their faith, but they
see the examples put before them
as inspiration to share what is im-
portant.”

While Warner’s witness for his
faith is no secret to anyone who has
followed his career, Arizona chap-
lain Chad Johnson said the veter-
an player was grateful for another
chance to share.

“Kurt isn’t a get-in-your-face type
of guy,” Davis noted. “But he is a sin-
cere witness.” (BP)

CLassiFiep Abps

FOR SALE: Church buses and vans
—new and used. Call American Bus
and Accessories, Inc., (800) 582-7118.

FREE: Oneida Baptist Institute has
three nice organs in working condi-
tion when donated. They are free,
but you must pick them up. Con-
tact Missy Nichols, donations coordi-
nator, (606) 8474111, ext. 248. Leave
voicemail if no answer.

SEEKING: Southern Baptist pas-
tor for CBC of Winchester, Ky. Must
be spiritually led. Please send resu-
mé and non-returnable DVD/VHS
by March 1, 2009, to Pastor Search
Committee, CBC, PO Box 4524, Win-
chester, KY 40392.

SEEKING: Interim youth minister
for east end church. Approximately
20 hours per week; $200 per week.
May lead to continuing ministry. Ex-
perience and degree preferred; will
consider someone who is working
toward these goals. Send resumé to
Melbourne Heights Baptist Church,
3728 Taylorsville Road, Louisville, KY
40220, Attn: Personnel Dept. For any
questions, call the church at (502)
454-4681.

SEEKING: Full-time minister to
youth/recreation/media. Salary
range: $35k-$42k. Submit questions
or resumés to Dale.Morris @ky.gov;
or Dale Morris, PO Box 322, Hodgen-
ville, KY 42748. Resumé deadline is
Feb. 28, 2009.

SEEKING: Senior pastor that is ca-
pable of strongly preaching God’s
Word, recognizing and casting
God’s vision for our church, lead-
ing our congregation and staff to
His purposes and grow His Kingdom.
Great Bridge Baptist Church of Ches-
apeake, Va., desires a pastor who has
completed his Southern Baptist edu-
cation (MDiv. minimum) from an ac-
credited seminary and has at least 5
years experience as a senior pastor of
a medium-to-large congregation. We
are blessed with a wonderful facili-
ty, great staff and loving congrega-
tion. Now, as our pastor has retired,
we seek God’s leader for our flock.
Please send resumé and CD/DVD ser-
mon to Pastor Search Committee, PO
Box 16432 Chesapeake, VA 23328; or
pastorsearch@greatbridgebaptist.or
g. Please submit by April 30.

SEEKING: Interim worship leader
for Lancaster Baptist Church, Lan-
caster, Ky. Must be capable of leading
a blended service[praise band. For
more information, e-mail pastorbrad
@gmail.com, or call (859) 792-2781.

SEEKING: Part-time music director
(blended style) for Belleview Baptist
Church in Burlington, Ky. Applicants
should have the desire and skill to
honor and serve God in worship, and
grow, develop and maintain a com-
prehensive worship ministry that in-
cludes all ages. Interested applicants
should submit resumés to Alan Wal-
ters at alan_walters@adp.com before
March 30, 2009.

SEEKING: Full-time minister to
students to minister alongside four
other full-time pastors at First Bap-
tist Church of Tullahoma, Tenn.
The minister will focus on middle

school, high school and college stu- -

dents. First Baptist seeks to be con-
servative in its theology and progres-
sive in its methodology. Send resu-
més to Dr. Herb Hester, pastor, 108
E Grundy St., Tullahoma, TN 37388.
(931) 455-5461.

SEEKING: A growing church in
southern Kentucky seeks a commit-
ted Christian with a passion to work
with children (birth-6th grade) and
their families. Contact High Street
Baptist Church, 102 Bourne Ave.,
Somerset, KY 42501; or www.highstr
eetonline.org. Phone: (606) 678-8973.

SEEKING: Bivocational songleader
to lead blended style worship at Pilot
Oak Baptist Church in Graves Coun-
ty. Send resumés to Pilot Oak Baptist
Church, 5378 State Route 94W, Wa-
ter Valley, KY 42085.

SEEKING: Instrumentalist for east
end congregation—contemporary
and traditional music. Send resu-
mé to Melbourne Heights Baptist
Church, 3728 Taylorsville Road, Lou-
isville, KY 40220, Attn: Personnel
Dept. You may call the church at
(502) 4544681 to set a time for an in-
terview; hours and pay will be dis-
cussed at the interview.

SERVICES: Experienced tax practi-
tioner seeks to help ministers with
tax returns, housing allowance and
basic record-keeping. Contact Bro.
Grant Mathes at (502) 859-0359.

-

WMU, churches
prepare for
children’s day

Birmingham, Ala.—
On Feb. 14, church
groups and families
from around the
country will put faith
into action as part
of National WMU'’s
Children’s Ministry Day.

The theme for
Children’s Ministry
Day 2009 is “Loving
Hearts.” Participants
are asked to minister
to the health care
needs of those in their
communities. The focus
Scripture for the event
is 1 John 3:18, “Dear
children, don’t just talk
about love. Put your
love into action. Then it
will truly be love.”

“Children’s Ministry
Day allows children’s
groups from all over
North America to
minister and witness
together,” said Mitzi
Eaker, children’s
ministry consultant i
for National WMU.

Last year’s inaugural
Children’s Ministry Day
engaged an estimated
15,000 participants to
provide help and hope
to the hungry.

“Children’s Ministry
Day is designed to
positively impact
the lives of children,
leaders, parents, and
recipients of ministry
with God’s love,” Eaker
added. “We want
children to know that
they, through their
Christ-like service, can
change lives and change
the world.”

Children’s Ministry
Day promotional
packs are available,
with everything
from a children’s
sermon, invitations
and ministry project
ideas, to skits, clip
art and learning
activities designed to
help groups plan their
Children’s Ministry Day
activities. To order, visit
www.WMUStore.com,
or call (800) 968-7301.

For more
information on
Children’s Ministry Day,
visit www.Childrens
Missions.com.
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