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e partnerships key to KBC’s statewide disaster relief effort

NO RESERVATIONS SHARING CHRIST NAMB Mission Service Corps mission-
ary Daniel Goombi passes out pamphlets to two Native American kids on one
of the reservations he serves in Kansas. (NAMB photo by Erik Stenbakken)
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Taking Christ to the reservations

Couple serves as ‘foreign’ missionaries
fo Native American tribes in Kansas

By Mickey Noah

tradition.

SBC North American Mission Board

Lawrence, Kan.—Daniel Goombi is a full-blooded Na-
tive American, a member of the Kiowa-Apache Indian
tribe, originally nomads who left Canada to settle in
Oklahoma. Daniel is proud of his heritage, culture and

“I am a Kiowa-Apache and I do live in a tepee,” admit-
ted Goombi with a tongue-in-cheek grin. “It’s just that it’s
a two-story brick tepee with central air conditioning, just
a couple blocks from Walmart. We wear plain clothes ...
no buckskin loin cloths. I eat meals that weren’t just run-
ning in front of me, and I don’t hunt with a bow and ar-
row. I don’t whoop and holler or attack white men, wear
feathers or ride a horse.”

Despite his self-deprecating humor, Daniel said he
views his job as a missionary as serious business.

As directors of Kansas Reservation Ministries, Daniel,
24, and wife Kimberly, 23, share the gospel on four Na-
tive American reservations—among the Kickapoo, the
Sac and Fox, the Iowa and the Prairie Band Potawatomi
Tribes—throughout Kansas. The Goombis, based in the
college town of Lawrence, are )
Mission Service Corps missionar-
ies for the North American Mis-
sion Board and church planters
for the Kaw Valley Association.

0 See Goombis share ... Page 9
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Louisiana convention donates $20,000;
others sending hundreds of volunteers

" By Kristie Randolph

Kentucky Baptist Convention

Louisville—After relying for years
on fellow Southern Baptists for Hur-
ricane Katrina relief and recovery
aid, Louisiana Baptists have turned
the tables, sending $20,000 to the
Kentucky Baptist Convention’s ice
storm relief effort.

Louisiana is just one of 17 state
Baptist conventions that have played
a role in the KBC’s disaster relief re-
sponse, according to KBC Disaster
Relief Associate Coy Webb. To date,
nearly 1,000 Southern Baptist vol-
unteers have participated in the ef-
fort, which is expected to last into
March.

“Louisiana Baptists understand
what it means to face destruction
and devastation from storms,” said
Mike Canady, missions and minis-
try team director for the Louisiana
Baptist Convention. “We also know
what it means to receive help from
our sister conventions, including
Kentucky. We are happy to help dur-
ing this time of need.” :

Even before sending its finan-

cial gift to the KBC, the Louisiana
convention already was busy doing
relief work in Arkansas, another
state significantly impacted by last
month’s ice storms.

“The cooperative support of
Southern Baptists nationwide has
been the key to this large undertak-
ing,” Webb said. “We are extremely
thankful for our sister conventions,
and wouldn’t have been able to meet
the overwhelming need across Ken-
tucky without their help.”

The Louisiana convention’s
$20,000 gift came after the conven-
tion learned that the KBC’s disaster
relief funds were “dwindling fast,”
noted Lowell Ashby, KBC’s business
services team leader.

“Obviously, this is not Katrina,
but to have two major wind and ice
disasters in six months has taken its
toll,” Ashby said. “After many years
of Kentucky’s disaster relief teams
helping out other states, we are now
in the recipient stage.”

Webb said the Louisiana gift will
go toward funding some of the cur-

TODAY IS WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 11

st

STATEWIDE A map in the Incident Command Center at the Kentucky Baptist Building

in Louisville shows the 18 different sites across the state at which Baptist disaster
teams were located as of last week. (Photo by Dannah Prather)

cluding repairs that will have to
be made to units used in past few
weeks. Southern Baptists so far have
served more than 20,000 meals and
completed more than 400 chainsaw
jobs in the past three weeks, with an-
other 1,000 to 2,000 jobs pending, he
added.

“We are thankful to our sister

rent disaster relief operations, in- * convention in Louisiana for their

gracious and compassionate gift to
those left hurting because of the
storm here in Kentucky,” Webb said.
“It will make a significant difference
in the work we are able to do.”

At least 1,700 Kentucky Baptists
have been involved in Katrina relief
and rebuilding efforts in New Or-
leans through Operation New Or-
[ See Partnerships define ... Page 2
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cumherlands bulldmgs damaged by high winds

]

STORM DAMAGE = Top: Two cars belonging
to a faculty member and a staff member were
damaged by falling debris at University of the
Cumberlands during last week’s storm. Thun-
derstorms and winds in excess of 70 miles
per hour swept through much of Kentucky
Feb. 11, hitting the southeastern region par-
ticularly hard. News reports have speculated
that Whitley County—where Cumberlands is
located—may have experienced a small out-
break of tornadoes, which may have caused
the damage. m Left: The Doyle Gilbert Memorial
Colonnade—one of the campus’ more recent
additions—lost part of its roof in last week’s
storm. It also knocked out power to most of
the school’s residence halls. There were no re-
ports of any injuries. “We are blessed that no
one was injured, and we are currently continu-
ing to assess and to repair the damages,” said
Kyle Gilbert, UC’s vice president of support
operations. (Photos courtesy of Daphne Baird/
University of the Cumberlands)

Partnerships define Ky. relief

Continued from page 1

leans Area Homes (NOAH), a partnership between Southern
Baptists in New Orleans, the Louisiana Baptist Convention,
the Southern Baptist North American Mission Board and
SBC volunteers nationwide.

The rebuilding effort was formed to address housing
needs after the 2005 storm, which destroyed 50,000 homes.
Originally scheduled to conclude in August 2008, the proj-
ect has been extended to August of this year.

In addition to those involved through Operation NOAH,
thousands more have provided relief in other areas along
the Gulf Coast, Webb pointed out. Kentucky Baptists also
served in Louisiana in 2008 to assist recovery efforts follow-
ing Hurricane Gustav.

Louisville—Churches that want
to begin or improve their creative
arts ministries are invited to benefit
from an array of practical training
sessions at two upcoming Creative
Ministries Festivals.

This year’s festivals will be held
March 6-7 at Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Louisville, and
again March 13-14 at First Baptist
Church of Bowling Green.

Drawing thousands of partic-
ipants each year, Creative Minis-
tries Festivals are designed to help
Kentucky Baptist teens and adults
begin or strengthen outreach pro-
grams that utilize creative arts.
Each event will run from 7-11 p.m.
on Friday and continue from 9 a.m.-
4:45 p.m. on Saturday.

Teens and adults of all skill levels
will benefit from a variety of train-
ing sessions and creative arts work-
shop topics, including drama, inter-
pretative movement, mime, pup-
petry, sign art, clowning and more.

Special guest artists featured at
the Louisville event include comedi-
enne Kim Coleman and sign artist
Tyra Lokey. Artists featured in Bowl-
ing Green will include Chagy the
Clown and comedian Dr. Tom.

Registered church groups may
elect to perform a one-act play, pup-

Relief work update

As many as 700 Southern Baptist disaster relief volun-
teers remain in Kentucky clearing debris with chainsaw
crews and staffing feeding units. The majority of the work
now is centered in Western Kentucky, according to Webb.

Some crews were forced to briefly put their work on hold
last week as much of the state was pounded by a round of
thunderstorms and high winds. The southeastern part of
the state was hit hardest, an area that avoided the brunt of
last month’s snow and ice. Fortunately, Webb said, directors
of missions in that region reported little to no damage.

Webb indicated that most of the work in the eastern and
central parts of Kentucky is winding down. But he added
that teams still are needed to complete high-priority jobs in
Western Kentucky, specifically Livingston County, an area
no relief team has yet entered.

-:Wlmddirimal ting by News D/raclormeNcher

Storm left campus
in the dark, forced
class cancellations

Williamsburg—A storm producing
strong thunderstorms and winds in
excess of 70 miles per hour caused
considerable damage to buildings at
the University of the Cumberlands
campus in Williamsburg last week.

The Feb. 11 storm that tore
through much of Kentucky left a
path of damage through the south-
east region of the state. News reports
have speculated the storm may have
spawned tornadoes in some of those
counties.

The high winds tore part of the
roof off of the John C. Leuker Build-
ing which houses Cumberlands’ psy-
chology department and an alumni
office. The resulting debris damaged
two cars in a nearby parking lot. The
school’s Doyle Gilbert Memorial Col-
onnade—a recent addition to the
campus—also sustained damage.

The storm also knocked out pow-
er to parts of the campus, including
most of the residence halls. Fortu-
nately, no injuries were reported.

“We are blessed that no one was
injured, and we are currently con-
tinuing to assess and to repair the
damages,” noted Kyle Gilbert, UC’s
vice president of support opera-
tions.

The storm had a greater effect
on the city of Williamsburg, knock-
ing out its water supply. That forced
school officials to cancel classes Feb.
12 and 13 and urge students to go
home if they could. A news release
from the school said provisions were
made for those students who re-
mained in the residence halls. The
school resumed classes Feb. 16.

The release did not specify the ex-
tent of the damage on campus, nor
how long repairs would take.

pet skit or song, black-light perfor-
mance or interpretative movement
routine on Friday evening.

Avariety of youth missions work-
shops also will be offered to help
train teens and leaders interested
in planning mission trips, vacation
Bible schools, games and craft malk-
ing, and more.

Auditions for the Kentucky Bap-
tist All-State Youth Choir and Orches-
tra again will take place in conjunc-
tion with the Creative Ministries Fes-
tivals. High school youth who are ac-
tive members of a Kentucky Baptist
Convention church may audition at
either location.

For more information or to reg-
ister for an audition, visit www.Ky
Baptist.org/ASYCO.

Creative arts and youth missions
workshops are sponsored by the
Kentucky Baptist Woman'’s Mission-
ary Union and the Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s creative ministries de-
partment.

Registration for these events is
required as space is limited and fills
up quickly. To register online, visit
www.KyBaptist.org/CMF, or to get
more information, contact the cre-
ative ministries office at (502) 489-
3574, or toll free in Kentucky at
(866) 489-3574.
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KBC committee
approves freeze
on staff salaries

Louisville—Following the pru-
dence shown by national de-
nominational agencies in re-
cent months, the administra-
tive committee of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention’s Mission
Board has approved a recom-
mendation for the KBC Staff
Salary Administration Plan to
remain the same for the fiscal
year 2009-10.

In communicating the ac-
tion to KBC staff, Executive Di-
rector Bill Mackey, stated, “But
I want you to know that your
ministry is deeply appreciated
and I am confident that the ad-
ministrative committee will rec-
ommend increases when possi-
ble. Due to the economic chal-
lenges, I know that you under-
stand that an increase is not
possible at this time.

“I am also confident that you
will continue to serve faithful-
ly due to your sense of call and
your commitment to assist the
churches in fulfilling their God
given mission,” Mackey said.

Due to the recent ice storm
that caused widespread power
outages across the state, the ad-
ministrative committee was un-
able to meet as planned Jan. 29.
Instead, a telephone poll of its
members was conducted.

The recommendation will
become a part of the KBC bud-
get and permits the rest of the
planning process to move for-
ward. The detailed budget for
2009-10 will be considered by
the business and finance com-
mittee March 27, before being
recommended to the full Mis-
sion Board at its May meeting.

Events to help church ministries get creatlve

CLOWNIN’ AROUND Chagy the Clown,
performing at last year’s Creative Min-
istries Festival at Southern Seminary in
Louisville, again will be a featured guest
artist at one of this year’s two Creative
Ministries Festivals. The first will be held
March 6-7 at Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Louisville. The sec-
ond—featuring Chagy the Clown—will
be March 13-14 at First Baptist Church
of Bowling Green. (Photo by Mandi
Buckner)
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Strategist: Pastors, deacons ‘get out of huddle & into ministry’

By Todd Deaton
Editor

Lexington—National Empowering King-
dom Growth strategist Ken Hemphill
urged pastors and deacons to break their
huddles and get involved in ministry at
the Kentucky Baptist Convention’s annu-
al Deacon/Pastor/Spouse retreat Feb. 6-7 in
Lexington.

Recalling his collegiate athletic career
at Wake Forest University in the late 1960s,
the former president of Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth,
Texas, told how his dad jumped the wall af-
ter a football game to speak to him follow-
ing a particularly demoralizing loss. Just
before Hemphill boarded the team bus, his
dad optimistically remarked, “Well, you
looked good in the huddle,” he chuckled.

“On Sunday morning, we look good ...
when we huddle up and talk about what
could be, if,” Hemphill observed. “How do
we get the church out of the huddle and
into the game?” he asked.

Citing Acts 1:8 as its mandate, Hemp-
hill declared that God is looking for the
church to embody His name, embrace His
mission and obey His Word:. “When you
find your place (in ministry), you*have an
opportunity to make a difference for eter-
nity,” he urged, noting that a part of the
deacon’s ministry is investing energy and
time in God’s kingdom.

“The Kingdom is going to happen,”
Hemphill affirmed. “The question is will
Kentucky Baptists—will your church—be a
part of making that happen?”

Reminding deacons that their title is
derived from a word that means servant,

FEATURED SPEAKER Ken Hemphill (right), SBC’s National Empowering Kingdom Growth strategist,
signs a copy of his book “Splash: Show People Love and Share Him” for participants at the KBC's re-

cent Deacon/Pastor/Spouse Retreat. Hemphill recalled his days as a college athlete in urging deacons

and pastors to “get out of the huddle and into ministry.” (KBC photo by Cheryl Frerman)

Hemphill also noted that the term arose in
a context of growth from a complaint re-
garding the early church’s expanding min-
istry to widows.

“Deacons were the God-given solution
to the problem,” he emphasized, urging
their modern-day counterparts to “deal
with the underlying cause to meet a prob-

lem, rather than applying topical salve
just to keep people happy.”

With growth comes pain, Hemphill as-
sured, but growth pains should be regard-
ed as an opportunity to expand ministry.
“When you have two services, you will
have parking-lot issues. But what is worse
than a parking issue is an empty parking

lot,” he quipped.

Charging that the problem is the church
has grown so accustomed to non-growth
that growth is seen as an anomaly, Hemp-
hill corrected, “The Book of Acts sees God
continually adding to their numbers ev-
ery day.

“Somehow we got the notion that the
Ship of Zion is the love boat,” he mused,
adding that members believe that the job
of the pastor and deacons is “to keep me
happy” while they enjoy the buffet spread -
before them and sleep in the deckchairs.

“The problem is that the ship’s design is
a hospital ship, and there aren’t any deck-
chairs on a hospital ship,” he quipped.

Advocating adopting a “whatever it
takes” mentality when it comes to reaching
out and ministering to others, Hemphill
noted that when the early church looked
at the growing need to minister to widows
and resolved it by appointing deacons to
serve, it continued making an impact for
the Kingdom of God.

Recollecting an opportunity to see fight-
er jets launch from the deck of an aircraft
carrier, Hemphill said that he was able

- to witness something that few civilians

ever see: A full, military launch in which
the plane is loaded with missiles and oth-
er weaponry. He described for the pastors
and deacons how the jet outran the cata-
pult as the pilot ignited the afterburners,
and then the jet roared into the sky near-
ly straight up.

When it comes to doing mlmstry and
outreach, “wouldn’t it be great if our
churches were going full military launch?”
he challenged.

Former Muslim, seminary president with Kentucky ties returns ‘home’

By Erin Roach
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Lexington—Ergun Caner, a former
Muslim who now is president of Lib-
erty Theological Seminary in Lynch-
burg, Va., will be among ‘the fea-
tured speakers at the Kentucky Bap-
tist Evangelism Conference at Porter
Memorial Baptist Church in Lexing-
ton, Feb. 23-24.

Caner, who will speak during the
Monday evening session, is a Univer-
sity of the Cumberlands graduate.
He is a Turkish immigrant and son
of a Sunni Muslim scholar and archi-
tect who helped build mosques in
the Midwest.

“We came to America as devout,
Allah-fearing Muslims. My father
built mosques, so for lack of a bet-
ter term, we were raised as mission-
aries,” Caner said.

While Caner was in high school
in Columbus, Ohio, in 1982, a per-
sistent Southern Baptist classmate
named Jerry Tackett kept inviting
him to church, never taking no for
an answer.

“Finally, basically out of spite,
to get him off my back, I told him,
‘T will go.” So I went, and of course
that was world changing for me
because I had never been around
Christians before,” Caner recalled.
“I knew nothing about Christianity.
... The Koran is explicit that you take
no friends from among the Jews and
the Christians.”

Caner said it was astonishing to
be around Christians for the first
time and for them not to be any-
thing like he had expected them to
be. People accepted him warmly.

“I guess I lasted maybe four days
in that church, and then I became a

believer in Jesus Christ,” he noted.

Less than one year later, Caner
found himself a student at the Uni-
versity of the Cumberlands in Wil-
liamsburg, then known as Cumber-
land College. His devout Muslim
family had disowned him for becom-
ing a Christian.

“Cumberland literally took me in
when I had nobody. I had no friends.
I had nothing,” he recalled. “I wrote
letters to 10 or 15 schools, saying,
‘T've been disowned. I'm a new Chris-
tian. I came out of Islam.” Most of
them, I'm sure, just threw them
away, but Cumberland responded
with a scholarship.”

Bluegrass connection

Caner’s first full-time pastorate
was at Manchester Baptist Church
in Clay County, and he preached
his first full-time revival in Evarts in
Harlan County, so his connections to
the state are significant.

Caner then went on to earn de-
grees at Southeastern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Wake Forest,
N.C., and the University of South
Africa. He taught for two years at
Criswell College in Dallas before be-
coming a professor of theology and
church history at Liberty University.
In 2005, he was named dean of Liber-
ty’s seminary.

Caner and his brother, Emir,
who is president of Truett-McCon-
nell College in Cleveland, Ga., wrote
a book called “Unveiling Islam” in
2002, providing an insider’s look at
Muslim life and beliefs. Caner soon
gained national notoriety.

Evangelism is of utmost impor-
tance to Caner because he said he
understands his life would have con-

tinued on a much different path if
not for one unrelenting teenager
who wanted him to know Christ.

“I'm the walking testimony of
one kid,” he emphasized. “I'm the
walking testimony of the people who
think, ‘Well, I'm a Sunday school
teacher but the kids don’t pay atten-
tion,” Tm the bus driver and they
don’t even know I'm here,” ‘I teach
Awana but nobody cares.’ If it wasn’t
for that person, I wouldn’t be here.

“We often focus on the results,
and we’re not supposed to. We're
just called to play the game, not
keep score,” Caner said, adding that
his mother was not saved until 1991
and his grandmother did not ac-
cept Christ until 1995. “If you do the
math, that’s 13 years after my salva-
tion.”

When people are tempted to give
up after praying for someone to
come to faith in Christ or working
hard to witness to someone, Caner
pleads with them to keep at it.

“I always tell people, ‘You just
can’t give up. You can’t.’ Christiani-
ty marches on the shoulders of these
faithful and yet unknown Chris-
tians,” he said. “You cannot measure
in human terms the investment of
your time—the work that you do in
the background.”

Caner insisted he looks forward
to speaking at the KBC Evangelism
Conference because Kentucky is a fa-
miliar place for him.

“A lot of people are discipled in
youth groups. Others are discipled
during vacation Bible school,” he
said. “I had none of that. I was in col-
lege just months after I was saved.
I was discipled in Kentucky. That’s
home to me.”

RETURNING ‘HOME’ Ergun Caner, president of Liberty Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Lynchburg, Va., will be one of the featured speakers at
next week’s Kentucky Baptist Evangelism Conference at Porter Memori-
al Baptist Church in Lexington. The former Muslim has strong Kentucky
ties through University of the Cumberlands, where he attended college.
He said the school took him in and accepted him as-a new Christian who
had been disowned by his family. -Ganer began his pastoral career at
Manchester Baptist Church in Clay County and has preached revivals in
the state. He has led Liberty Seminary since 2005.
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Immanuel celebrates 100 years

Immanuel Baptist Church of Lexington recently cele-
brated 100 years of ministry. Over the past century, Imman-
uel has grown into a large and dynamic fellowship. The
church provides an outstanding ministry to its community
and is a leader in missions outreach across Kentucky, North
America and around the world.

The church was constituted Feb. 1,
1909 as Tabernacle Baptist Church with
119 charter members. It ceased to meet
from 1916 to 1918 due to pressures caused
by World War [ but reopened in 1918 with
27 members. By 1920, the membership
had grown to 300.

In 1960, the church acquired 22 acres
on Tates Creek Pike and developed facili-
ties that now accommodate hundreds of
ministries sponsored by the church and

By Bill Mackey  other groups.
RISH 0Py o] TS These facilities have hosted many Ken-
tucky. Baptist Convention conferences over the past de-
cades. The seating capacity of the sanctuary and the auxil-
iary space is ideal for large conferences like Super Saturday
and the annual meeting of the KBC.

In addition to sharing its facilities, the church has also
been generous in supporting missions. Over its history,
Immanuel has given more than $7.5 million to missions
through the Cooperative Program and more than $9.7 mil-
lion total to missions through the KBC. All Southern Bap-
tist and Kentucky Baptist causes are deeply grateful for this
strong financial support.

Immanuel has also helped begin several other church-
es in the Lexington area, including Imani Baptist Church
(a predominantly African American congregation), Victory
Baptist Church (a predominantly Caucasian congregation),
and Cardinal Valley Baptist Church (a predominantly His-
panic congregation).

During the celebration, former pastors were recognized,
including H. B. Kuhnle (1957-1969) and Ted Sisk (1970-1995).
Dr. Craig Loscalzo has served as pastor since 1996.

“As we look back over the history of the church, we mar-
vel at the faithfulness of the people who have served on staff
here and have been lay leaders here,” Loscalzo said. “Pastors
and lay leaders come and go but the Holy Spirit remains,
empowering new generations to impact Lexington for Je-
sus Christ.”

During recognition of persons who started attending
Immanuel during various decades, it appeared that more
than 50 percent stood to indicate their attendance had be-
gun since 2000.

“Today we celebrate a great history but we also celebrate
the future that this church has before her,” Loscalzo told
the congregation. “Let us, as the family of Immanuel Bap-
tist Church, renew our commitment to live a life of passion
for the Lord, His Word, each other and the world.”

It was a privilege for me to present a certificate of appre-
ciation to the church on behalf of Kentucky Baptists. It is my
prayer that we will all move forward together with renewed
passion for the mission of our Lord Jesus Christ!

Bill Mackey is executive director of the Kentucky Baptist Convention

Partners in
the Mission

Equipping pastors, deacons with tools for ministry

Deacons/Spouse retreat, challenged the 175-plus

I (en Hemphill, keynote speaker for the Pastor|

participants to greater involvement in ministry,
partnering together in ways to ignite church growth.
Stirred by his two impassioned appeals, newer deacons
in their midst—and perhaps even some of the veterans
—no doubt were looking for some in-
novative ideas for improving minis-
try. And, in the breakout sessions,
they certainly found some effective
tools for fulfilling their servant roles.

Jim Castlen, director of missions
from Three Forks Baptist Associa-
tion, and his wife, Shelby, who serves
alongside him as administrative assis-
tant, led a session on ministering as
a couple. Organized around many of the “one anoth-
er” statements, mostly from Paul’s letters, the Castlens
urged couples to “share together what God is stirring
up in your lives.”

The Castlens have served together in ministry for
more than 40 years—18 of those years as missionar-
ies to the Philippines and Australia through the Inter-
national Mission Board. Before coming to Three Forks
Baptist Association, the Castlens served on the faculty
at Clear Creek Baptist Bible College for 12 years.

One intriguing idea for Christian couples is to cre-
ate a family motto that will encourage them in becom-
ing “a spiritual union for God.” For example, the Cas-
tlens have a wood plaque with the phrases, “Each for
the other, both for the Lord.” Each morning, one of
them would say the first phrase, and the other would
reply with the second half, as a way of helping their
marriage stay on track, Jim shared.

“Build one another up. Stir or encourage one anoth-
er up in the good work,” Shelby urged.

Shane Garrison, assistant professor of educational
ministries at Campbellsville University, led a poignant
session on dealing with conflict. Since many church-
es will experience conflict at some point, it is essential
that church leaders be equipped with effective tools to
foster reconciliation and prevent the church’s growth
from being stunted.

Church leaders should not be surprised when they
encounter conflict, rather they should anticipate it
because people may easily become upset when some-
thing they want or are accustom to is changed or taken
away. In his book, “A Work of Heart,” leadership con-
sultant Reggie McNeal explains, “If you are a spiritual
leader, you will be embroiled in conflict occasionally
or frequently precisely because you are leading. Lead-
ership that is not encountering difficulty probably is
not trying to accomplish much.”

Garrison, a doctoral student at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary and president of Maple Trail
Ministry Consultants, cleverly suggested that pas-

tors and deacons take a cue from Smokey Bear. As one

would when putting out a fire, Garrison urged them to

“stop, drop, and roll” whenever they find themselves
engulfed in conflict.

“Forest fires can be started by a little spark: Put the

flame out quickly or it will cause extensive damage,”

he reminded the group. He offered

this helpful advice: Stop the conflict

A“EI‘ appropriately, using Matthew 18 as a

pattern for resolving disagreements;

drop the faceless gossip, secret meet-
““g ings and parking-lot discussions; and

roll in seeking out help when need-
ed.

Indeed, if more churches heeded
this counsel, much of the ill feelings
between members that lead to dissension, deep hurt
and sometimes church splits might be avoided. Those
in the midst of a conflict should seek out the sound,
biblical counsel of a trusted former pastor, a pastor of
another congregation, a trusted business person who
possesses skills in negotiation, an associational direc-
tor of missions, or the convention’s leadership depart-
ment personnel.

Despite what is often heard on the playground
about sticks and stones, words can wound, too. So,
an important skill for church leaders to develop is the
ability to discern between just and unjust criticism.

Blaine Allen, author of “When People Throw Stones,”
provides the following criteria: Wise critics will not use
reckless, angry words or go from “’'warm’ to ‘boil’ in no
time flat.” Nor will they try to intimidate, attack some-
one’s self worth, or bully one into doing their bidding.
Instead, wise critics will strive to “steer their words
with restraint” because they sincerely want to hear the
reasoning behind someone’s actions, rather than see
the person coil in self-defense, he keenly observes.

Their perspectives, Allen notes, are often worth tak-
ing time to consider because they have one’s best inter-
ests at heart. So he proposes a six-point test for sizing
up the legitimacy of a remark: the speaker’s truthful-
ness, empathy, competence, factualness and restraint,
and the degree of psychological pain inflicted. Nev-
ertheless, humility is a critical attitude, and leaders
must be willing to see their own flaws and accordingly
seek forgiveness and reconciliation.

In other breakout sessions, Roy Saint of the Flor-
ida Baptist Convention spoke on making disciples
through spiritual transformation, and KBC’s Brenda
Smith told how technology can support and comple-
ment deacon ministry. No matter which of the eight
breakout sessions participants chose, the KBC church
development team made sure that those who came
seeking creative and effective ways to express God’s
love went away from this retreat inspired, refreshed
and better equipped for ministry in their churches.

By Todd Deatan
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Why is the Woman’s Missionary Union important?

By Bill Boldt

When I was a young pastor and
became involved in the Southern
Baptist Convention, I heard of an or-
ganization called the WMU. When

we begin to see a great support
group for pastors and churches in
promoting the Acts 1:8 commission.

As a pastor, I began quickly to re-
alize that if we were going to get the

I asked what it was all job done, then it would
about, a wise senior pas- [ a1 Lyl i 3181 take all of us working

tor was quick to give me

some good advice. He said it stood
for “Wise Men Understand.” I asked
about what wise men need to under-
stand, and then he told me about
the great organization called the
Woman'’s Missionary Union.

Although he meant it as a joke,
there is much truth when we consid-
er that, as a pastor, it is wise to un-
derstand the power and the poten-
tial of the WMU organization.

That is not to imply that only the
women are the power of the church.
But when we understand the im-
pact that a group of organized wom-
en can have in promoting missions
within churches and associations,

together to fulfill God’s
command to go and spread the gos-
pel to the entire world. I thank God
for the strength the WMU has to en-
able pastors, churches and associa-
tions to accomplish that task.

My wife has been actively in-
volved with WMU during my 29
years of ministry as a pastor, and I
have seen the relevance of having
an active WMU supporting the mis-
sion efforts of each church and as-
sociation. As director of missions
for Bracken Baptist Association in
northeast Kentucky, it is even more
important to me that the WMU be-
comes a vital part of our mission
efforts-not only in reaching out to

a lost and dying world, but also in
training up people, young and old,
to understand the importance of
missions and send them on mission.

Bracken promotes the work of
the WMU by training an associa-
tional WMU director; conducting
WMU trainings for churches; and
promoting mission efforts of the
WMU through our newsletter, Web
site and words of testimony. By seek-
ing projects that can be done in our
churches and associations, we give
.evidence of the strength that the
WMU has to help us be on mission.

I praise God for the vision He has
given our WMU leaders to create
and design innovative ways to pro-
mote the gospel message through-
out the world. I believe that senior
pastor was right on target.

Editor’s Note: Boldt is director of missions
for Bracken Baptist Association. This past
week, Southern Baptist churches were
encouraged to observe WMU Focus Week.
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Ten simple rules
for managing debt

By Don Spencer

For most people, debt is a necessi-
ty. Debt can be a valuable tool in per-
sonal finance. However, if not han-
dled properly, debt
can become a ma-
jor problem.

Irresponsible
debt and too much
debt are major
contributors to the
current financial
crisis in our coun-
try. It is easy to cast the blame for our
country’s economic woes on debt.
The challenge is to apply that same
principle to our personal finances.

A common problem is seeing
debt purely from the standpoint of
the monthly payment. For example,
a couple decides to purchase an item
on credit because it will only cost $20
per month. Next month it is another
item for only $10 more per month.
Little by little, this mushrooms and
sets a person up for problems. Add-
ing to the problem is the financing
costs, which add significantly to the
cost of the items purchased.

You must control the debt. If the
debt begins to control you, then you
are setting yourself up for potential
disaster. Below are 10 simple rules
for using debt wisely and safely.

Save for major purchases. Don’t
finance unless absolutely necessary.
Set a goal of paying cash for vaca-
tions, cars, etc.

Use credit cards as a convenience
only. Do not finance any long-term
debt with credit cards. Pay credit
card bills in full each month. Cred-
it cards are easy to get and misuse.
They generally have a very high in-
terest rate. To carry a continuing
monthly balance is a horrendous
use of credit.

Keep all debt payments under

one-third of your gross income.

Above that level, you are exceeding
safe limits.

Lower the real cost of debt. Try
to make all interest tax-deductible.
A home equity loan has this advan-
tage. \

Maintain adequate assets that
can easily be turned into cash. Debt
has never hurt anyone. A lack of suf-
ficient cash flow to manage the debt
has.

Have adequate life and disability
income insurance. Ignoring this ex-
poses a person to significant finan-
cial risk.

tious using adjustablerate financing
and loans with balloon payments.

Accelerating debt payments may
not always be best. One should main-
tain adequate savings for emergency
needs, fund tax deferred retirement
plans adequately, and pay off non-
tax deductible debt before accelerat-
ing payments on other debts.

Refinance only if it will save mon-
ey. Consolidation loans do not al-
ways save money.

Protect your credit. Don’t abuse
credit. Make payments on time. If
you have problems meeting pay-
ments, talk to the creditors and re-
negotiate.

Don Spencer is a certified financial planner
and directs the Kentucky Baptist Convention’s
church financial benefits department

Toys! Toys! Toys!

Missions center sees prayer answered

mas, Greg and Alice Whitetree
were becoming increasing con-
cerned about the toy give away at

I n the weeks leading up to Christ-

the Freeda Harris Baptist Center in

Elkhorn City.
The once-plentiful stream of do-
nations seemed to be drying up as

some of the center’s
faithful supporters
through the years
were no longer able
to amass the num-
ber of toys the min-
istry had come to
depend on. Others

| Along

] By Todd lleattm

gave fewer toys, or
seemed to disappear altogether.

“We began to talk about cancel-
ing the big toy give-away and try-
ing to deliver the toys we had on
hand,” Whitetree confided in a Jan.
20 e-mail to supporters. “Some of the
people who helped locally were dis-
appointed that they would not be
able to minister as they had in the
past,” he said.

He and Alice began praying about
what God wanted them to do. “Silly
me,” Whitetree muses. “I had been
assuming that God was in on the
matter from the very beginning.”

And, as they prayed, things began
to happened.

A group from Georgia arrived de-
livering items they had collected for
the clothes ministry, and the White-
trees told them about possibly can-
celing the toy drive. About three
days after that, their church called
to say they wanted to help. They had

already collected $3,000 to purchase’

toys, but a week later that amount
rose to $8,000.

While the men in the church
were filling buggies with toys at a
local Wal-Mart, another miracle of
sorts occurred. “A complete strang-

er came up and asked them what

they were doing, and they told him
about the need they were trying

to help with at the center in Ken-
tucky,” Whitetree recalls. The man
began helping put toys in the bug-
gies, and when they went to check
out, he took cash out of his wallet to
pay for the toys he had picked out.
After he walked away, the men real-
ized he had startled them so much,
they failed to get his
name, he adds.

Meanwhile, Eric
Allen of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention
inquired about how

things were going
with the toy drive. At
a missions commit-
tee meeting at the KBC offices, Allen
shared about the bleak situation and
possibility of cancellation.

Joy Bolton, LaRaine Rice and the
Kentucky Baptist Woman’s Mission-
ary Union swung into action. Bolton
put the word out on her blog, and
people began to respond.

Bolton later called with the news
that a van and a long-bed truck had
been filled with toys to bring, and a
woman from Winchester, who had
read Bolton’s blog, also called to say
she was bringing toys.

Soon, toys began showing up
from churches in Tennessee, Cali-
fornia and Kentucky—though some
of these were already in the works
when the need became known.

In the end, children at the Freeda
Harris Baptist Center had a very
good Christmas. More than 1,277
children received one new and one
used toy; 252 children received indi-
vidually wrapped gifts; an estimat-
ed 1,400 shoeboxes were distributed,
and two families were adopted

“As I saw toys coming in from
old friends and new, I wept. God is
so good,” Whitetree affirms. “I be-
lieve that the Lord said through this,
‘OK, you have tried to do this on your
own. Now stand back and see what I
can do’” ... along the Way.

the Way
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Learning to ‘soften startups’
helps curb toxic approach

By Scott Wigginton

Q: My husband and I get along fine for the most part.
Our problems occur when he comes home from work and I
bring up something about which I am upset. He seems irri-
tated and things escalate quickly. Shouldn’t I be able to talk
about things that bother me?

Healthy couples develop the skill of conversing, even
complaining, at appropriate times with one
another. Often the critical dynamic is the
timing. Cutting edge research done by John
Gottman suggests that learning the art of
a softened start-up is especially important
for women when initiating these conver-
sations with their husbands. Gottman'’s
“Rules for Softened Start-up” include:

m Be concise. Briefly state the complaint.

mIn the initial start-up complaint sentence, complain
but don’t blame.

m Start with something positive.

m Use “I” statements instead of “you” statements.

® Talk clearly about what you need.

® Be polite.

mExpress appreciation for things your spouse is, or has
been, doing right.

® Don’t store things up.

m State your feelings in terms of more “vulnerable” emo-
tions, like sadness and fear, rather than emotions more eas-
ily associated with resentment.

Partners must keep in mind that our goal with our
spouses should be to “speak the truth in love” rather than
to “love the truth we speak.” Because husbands are especial-
ly sensitive to verbal and non-verbal hints or messages of
disrespect, be careful to avoid the toxic approaches of crit-
icism, contempt, and belligerence. Be aware that a snappy
startup, tinged with the rolling of the eyes, a hint of blame,
and a touch of sarcasm will bode poorly for respectful and
substantive listening.

FAMILY

FORUM

Family Forum writers are:

David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist Church
in Louisville. E-mail: dgarrard@smbclouisville.org.

James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in
Lexington. E-mail: jamess@ibs-lex.org.

Valerie Vincent, Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in
Louisville. E-mail: dr.vincent@insightbb.com.

Scoit Wigginton, associate professor of pastoral ministries and
counseling at Campbellsville University and minister
of counseling at Campbellsville Baptist Church. E-mail:
sewigginton@campbellsville.edu.

Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969,

Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail wesrec@earthlink.net.

. South Georgia Island. Despite

Make debt predictable. Be cau- the cold choppy waters and gray skies, Shack-

Unchurched or unsaved?

By Trevin Wax
Shelbyville, Tenn.—In 1914, Ernest Henry
Shackleton led an expedition to cross the en-
tire continent of Antarctica, but wound up
shipwrecked on an uninhabited island. To res-
cue his team, Shackleton and a few of the men
sailed a tiny boat across more
than 800 miles of rough seas to

leton was able to safely navigate the boat to
their destination. If his coordinates had been
off by even one half of one degree, his team
would have missed their destination and like-
ly would have perished: ;

Ship captains, airplane pilots and astro-
nauts will be the first to tell you that the ti-
niest navigational error can have disastrous
consequences. The same is true for those of
us who have been commissioned to lead our
churches. A seemingly insignificant shift in
direction can have major implications.

In recent years, leaders in the Southern
Baptist Convention have bemoaned the fall-
ing number of baptisms. Pastors, missionar-
ies, professors and analysts all have offered
a variety of reasons for why our numbers
are declining, along with advice for how we
might get back on track. But I wonder if one
of the main reasons for the dwindling num-
ber of baptisms is represented by a subtle shift
in vocabulary—so subtle that we might over-
look it.

FIRST PERSON B

There was a time when we spoke of un-
saved people as “lost and dying and on their
way to hell”—a phrase that painted a vivid pic-
ture of the stakes of being outside of Christ.
We spoke of unsaved people in this way for
so long that such terminology became some-
thing of a cliché.

Today, it seems that many pastors and
church members tend to shy
away from terms like “lost,”
‘unsaved,” and “unbeliever.” In-
stead, we speak of the people we are trying to
reach as “unchurched.”

I believe that this change in terminology
betrays two mistaken beliefs:

First, it indicates that our people believe
the goal of the church is to grow the church.
Thus, evangelism becomes less about reach-
ing the unsaved in order to see them.get
saved, and more about reaching unchurched
people in order to get them churched (or even
worse, reaching other-churched people in or-
der to get them to our church). Outreach be-
comes little more than an attempt to sell peo-
ple on the benefits of coming to church.

Furthermore, we are more comfortable
reaching out to people with a Christian back-
ground than we are witnessing to Muslims
and Hindus. In our increasingly multi-cultur-
al world, it is much easier to reach the nom-
inally “Christian” who already share our as-
sumptions than the foreigners who are mov-
ing into our neighborhoods.

Secondly, our shift in vocabulary indicates
a lessening of the eternal stakes of salvation.

Do we truly believe that Jesus is the only
way to God? Do we truly believe that people
outside of faith in Christ will perish -eternal-
ly in hell? Do we truly believe that people who
claim to be Christians and yet show no fruits
of repentance have a false assurance of salva-
tion? Do we truly believe that people of oth-
er faiths are “lost and dying and on their way
to hell™?

If so, why do we lessen the stakes of evan-
gelism by speaking in a way that emphasizes
church attendance over salvation in Christ?

Of course, evangelism includes inviting
people into our churches. But inviting people
to church is not the goal; it is only one means
whereby God may accomplish His mission of
seeking and saving the lost.

So yes—we believe that people need what
the church has to offer. But we are not called
to sell others on the greatness of our church,
but to proclaim the greatness of our Savior.

In the choppy waters of our postmodern,
increasingly post-Christian society, staying on
course is no easy task. Jesus told us the way is
Narrow.

If we need a course correction, let’s do it
now. Let’s plead with lost people to flee to Je-
sus and escape the wrath to come. Let’s fo-
cus evangelism and outreach on Jesus. May-
be then, we will see lost people be found, un-
saved people get saved, condemned people
be pardoned, and then (and only then) un-
churched people be churched. (BP)

Trevin Wax is minister of education and missions at First
Baptist Church of Shelbyville, Tenn.
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REACHING QUT Two students install a brand-new wheelchair ramp -
at a home through University of the Cumberlands’ Mountain Out-

" reach program, a student-led service organization that has helped

hundreds of area residents with home repair projects and building

new homes. The school was honored recently with a place on the

President’s Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll.

Cumberlands gets national
recognition for school’s
community service efforts

By Daphne Baird
University of the Cumberlands

Williamsburg—The Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service, an independent U.S. government agency, hon-
ored University of the Cumberlands Feb. 9 with a place on
the President’s Higher Education Community Service Hon-
or Roll for exemplary service efforts and service to Ameri-
ca’s communities. :

“University of the Cumberlands is truly honored to be se-
lected as a presidential honor roll institution,” said Cum-
berlands President Jim Taylor. “This is a singular award
about which we are justifiably proud.”

Launched in 2006, the Community Service Honor Roll
is the highest federal recognition a school can achieve for
. its commitment to service learning and civic engagement.
" Honorees for the award were chosen based on a series of fac-

tors including scope and innovation of service projects; per-
centage of student participation in service activities; incen-
tives for service; and the extent to which the school offers
academic service-learning courses.

University of the Cumberlands has developed a special
service and leadership program that requires a first-semes-
ter freshman orientation class called Insights, as well as
a class in leadership during a student’s junior year. Each
UC student also must complete 40 documented communi-
ty service hours in order to graduate. An optional 160 addi-
tional hours allow graduates to be honored as Hutton Schol-
ars at commencement.

Cumberlands also is home to Mountain Outreach a stu-
dent-led service organization, which, in the last 25 years,
hasbuilt a total of 125 homes for area families and individu-
als, who—for financial or health reasons—are unable to pro-
vide safe, basic housing for themselves. The group also has
built wheelchair ramps and provided much-needed home
repairs and simple renovations for hundreds of local resi-
dents.

During the past two years, some Insights instructors
even have integrated their classes into Mountain OQut-
reach’s fall renovation projects.

“I can think of no better way to expose students to UC’s
mission than to have them participate in Mountain Out-
reach and actually model and carry out the mission of serv-
ing people in our area,” said Christopher Leskiw, a political
science professor and Insights instructor.

Mountain Outreach also conducts two annual “gift
days,” which help many families celebrate Christmas by
providing gifts, household and personal necessities, cloth-
ing and food. In 2008, more than 100 UC student volunteers
participated in the gift day programs.

Additional volunteer service opportunities are available
for students through Baptist Campus Ministries and Appa-
lachian Ministries.

“In this time of economic distress, we need volunteers
more than ever. College students represent an enormous
pool of idealism and energy to help tackle some of our
toughest challenges,” noted Stephen Goldsmith, vice chair
of the Corporation for National and Community Service’s
board of directors, which oversees the Honor Roll. “We sa-
lute University of the Cumberlands for making communi-
ty service a campus priority, and thank the millions of col-
lege students who are helping to renew America through
service to others.”
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Eastern Ky. pastors make clear they oppose
Stumbo’s plan to expand gambling in state

By Janet Patton
Lexington Herald-Leader

Prestonsburg—Baptist ministers
in Eastern Kentucky say they don’t
know whom House Speaker Greg
Stumbo has been talking to about
his gambling bill, but they have a
message for him: They don’t like it.

A group representing 26 church-
es primarily in Floyd, Magoffin, Mar-
tin and Johnson counties unani-
mously approved a resolution earlier
this month opposing Stumbo’s legis-
lation to allow Kentucky racetracks
to install electronic slot machines
known as video lottery terminals.

The resolution, passed by Enter-
prise Baptist Association, said the
bill “encourages a get-rich-quick
mentality that undermines the
work ethic and will ultimately cost
our economy far more than it will
ever produce.”

The group of churches includes
two that Stumbo, a Democrat from
Prestonsburg, sometimes attends.

In a statement recently to the
Herald-Leader, Stumbo said: “I nev-
er did seek, nor did I expect, church
leaders to support any form of gam-
ing, and I fully understand their res-
olution stating that belief. Those I
spoke to in confidence made it clear
they felt that way as well, but indi-
cated their opposition would not be
any stronger should my legislation
pass. I certainly understand and re-

~ spect their views.”

The ministers were prompted
to take action by comments Stum-
bo made at a hearing last month in
Frankfort about the proposal.

“I'm a Southern Baptist, and I'm
kind of proud of that. We’re not
known for our liberal ideas; as a
matter of fact, we’re in most circles
considered to be pretty conservative.
But I have spoken with members of
my church, including pastors in vari-
ous churches in my community, and
we've talked about this bill,” Stum-

bo told the House Licensing and Oc-
cupations Committee. on Jan. 21.
“What I hear my preachers saying in

my communities (is) that, ‘Well, you _

know, we can’t really be for more
gambling but this isn’t really an ex-
pansion of gambling as such because
there are already people at these fa-
cilities that are engaged in that pro-
eSSt

“I was terribly disappointed by it
and I didn’t think it was a very hon-
est statement,” said Randy Osborne,
pastor of First Baptist Church of Gar-
rett. “I think he’s trying to soften
the argument down, to say if pastors
and churches are not against it that
it might not be too bad.”

Osborne’s message to the Gener-

al Assembly: “We don’t want this. .

We’re just in total opposition to
this.”

Stumbo argued that since the slot
machines would be controlled by
the state lottery board, they would
not entail new gambling.

“We’re not talking about expand-
ing gaming beyond where gaming is
already taking place,” Stumbo told
the legislative committee. “Because
to me it’s no different than if the lot-
tery chooses to put a new game out.
... It’s not really an expansion of gam-
ing, it’s just a new form of gaming.”

But the ministers in the group
don’t see it that way.

“It is a form of expanded gam-

- bling,” said Jerry Workman, pastor

of First Baptist Church of Prestons-
burg, where Stumbo sometimes at-
tends. Workman said he has not spo-
ken to Stumbo about the bill.

“We want to make that known
to everyone that as Southern Bap-
tist ministers we do have a problem
with it,” Workman said. “We’re not
in favor of it in any way. We do feel
strongly about it.”

Tom Biddle, director of missions
for Enterprise Association, said that
the ministers oppose the lottery it-

self as well as the racetrack propos-
al, which Stumbo said in five years
could generate $340 million annual-
ly in tax revenue for the state.

“The resounding thing (Monday)
night was that yes, we are very much
opposed to this,” Biddle said. He add-
ed their objections are partly bibli-
cal but partly economic.

“The money it would take to be
gambled for the state to make the
revenue that they claim it’s going
to make is tremendous,” Biddle ex-
plained. “And the families who will
be doing that are families that could
not afford to be losing money at that
rate.”

One longtime opponent of ex-
panded gambling was glad to see
the Baptist ministers make their po-
sition clear.

“I thought at the time, ‘What a
load of baloney,”” said Nancy Jo Kem-
per, executive director of the Ken-
tucky Council of Churches, of Stum-
bo’s comments about the lack of
church opposition. “That was a state-
ment devised to deflect the kinds
of important moral considerations
that should go on as the legislature
considers any piece of legislation. All
legislation has moral issues attached
to it. ... Does this kind of economic
activity really promote the good of
Kentuckians?”

Slots hill update

Last week, the House Licensing
and Occupations Committee ap-
proved a slightly revised version of
the Stumbo’s racetrack slots bill.

However, the Louisville Couri-
erJournal reported Feb. 13 that the
bill may be in jeopardy of passing a
House vote. Stumbo has maintained
he would not push the bill if it is
not guaranteed to receive at least
60 votes.

Reprinted with permission of the Lexington
Herald-Leader, with additional information from
News Director Drew Nichter.
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This retreat will mclude messages fram God’s Word ngdam-fooused prayer

MARCH 20-21, 2009

LAKE BARKLEY STATE RESORT PARK, CADIZ, KENTUCKY
WWW.KYBAPTIST.ORG/REN EWAL

Cost: $50 includes lodging, breakfast and fees
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‘God is in control ’ Ramer teIIs trustees

By Chris Turner
LifeWay Christian Resources

Nashville—President Thom Rain-
er matter-of-factly addressed trust-
ees Monday night and explained the
challenges facing LifeWay Christian
Resources in a sinking economy.

“If there is one thing I know for
certain tonight it is that God is in
control,” he said.

Rainer began by saying the strug-
gling economy likely will not im-
prove before LifeWay moves into a

“ new fiscal year Oct. 1. At the same
time, he said LifeWay is doing well
given the economic climate, and dif-
ficult decisions last year to reduce
the company’s workforce and trim
expenses are proving helpful.

“This is the toughest time Life-
Way has known,” he said. “Even dur-
ing the Great Depression we had a
loyal Southern Baptist base we could
count on. Times have changed.
Church practices have changed and
we are not immune to the greater
economic realities. However, God
has been gracious to us and I believe

He is going to guide us through this

tough time.”

Rainer referenced Deuteronomy
34 and Joshua 1, which record the
death of Moses and remind God’s
people that their earthly leader is
gone. Israel is at an obvious crisis
moment as Joshua takes leadership.
God commands Joshua to be strong
and courageous and then tells Mo-
ses’ successor, “Do not be afraid or
discouraged for the Lord your God

- it a7
REPORT CARD LifelWay President Thom Rainer presents his report to trustees during
their semiannual meeting in Nashville. (BP photo by Kent Harville)

is with you wherever you go” (Josh-
ua 1:9; HCSB).

Rainer referenced a recent quote
by billionaire investor Warren Buf-
fet that “the U.S. is engaged in an
economic Pearl Harbor,” but add-
ed that LifeWay can learn some les-
sons from that fateful 1941 event.
He briefly recapped that day of infa-
my and said that for the Japanese it
proved to be a short-term tactical vic-
tory but a clear strategic failure be-
cause it drew the United States into
war, which led to an eventual defeat
of the Axis powers.

“People did not know if they
could recover from Dec. 7, 1941,” he
said. “I am not saying the economy
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can compare to the loss of lives, but,
like then, many are asking if there is
hope. Many are looking to you for en-
couragement. They are asking where
God is in this. I see great possibilities
in the face of these times.”

Among the lessons to be learned,
Rainer urged putting trust in God.

“We need to go back to the end-
less promises of Scripture and draw
confidence from what God says,”
Rainer said. “We are facing the great-
est economic crisis since the Great
Depression, and possibly greater
than that according to some. But we
do not face that alone. The Lord our

BAPTIST DIGEST

George Beverly Shea turns 100—George Beverly Shea, the
legendary soloist who ministered alongside evangelist Billy
Graham for decades, celebrated his 100th birthday Feb. 1 at
the Billy Graham Training Center at The Cove in Asheville,
N.C. Graham, music director Cliff Barrows and gospel music
icons Bill and Gloria Gaither attended the private event in
Shea’s honor. Shea, a Grammy award winner and a member
of the Gospel Music Association Hall of Fame, began singing
with Graham on a Chicago radio hymn program in 1943.

Seminary offers D.Min. degree to Spanish speakers—
Spanish-speaking students now can pursue doctoral stud-
ies in their own language at Midwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary. The seminary’s new missions and leadership con-
centration within the doctor of ministry program answers a
need expressed by state convention leaders intent on reach-
ing a growing Hispanic population. Six students will make
up the initial class who will begin seminars March 16-20.

Baptists offer bushfire assistance—Baptists in Australia
have established an emergency relief fund to aid persons
affected by the worst natural disaster in the history of the
southeastern state of Victoria. Bushfires that started on Feb.
7 have claimed more than 180 lives, with at least 80 persons
missing, and have destroyed more than 900 homes. Three
closely related Baptist bodies, Baptcare, the Baptist Union
of Victoria (BUV), and the Baptist Union of Australia (BUA),
established an Emergency Bushfire Relief Fund with an ini-
tial grant of AUS $50,000.

GuideStone releases tax guide—Ministers can receive addi-
tional help in preparing their federal income tax returns
from GuideStone Financial Resources of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention. The annual Ministers Tax Guide for 2008
Returns details recent changes to tax laws and their effect
on ministers. The free tax guide includes sample tax re-
turns with step-by-step instructions for ministers, as well as
a special pull-out section regarding the federal reporting re-
quirements for churches. The guide can be obtained from

- serving on the President’s Ad- |

God is with us wherever we go. God
is in control.”

the GuideStone Web site, www.GuideStone.org.

Page hopeful, cautious ahout council

By Tom Strode & Yvette Rattray
Washington—Former Southern Baptist Conven-
tion President Frank Page is both concerned and
encouraged as he begins service on a new panel
that will advise President Barack Obama on faith-
based and community issues.
Page, who completed two
years as SBC president in 2008,
is one of 25 people who will be

visory Council on Faith-based |
and Neighborhood Partner-
ships. The council members
will serve one-year terms. The
advisers were named Feb. 5 as
part of the restructured and
newly named White House Of
fice of Faith-based and Neigh-
borhood Partnerships under President Obama.

While acknowledging there are “very few con-
servatives on the council,” Page told Baptist Press
he hopes the viewpoints held by him and others in
that category will gain a hearing.

“I did and do have concerns,” said Page, pas-
tor of First Baptist Church in Taylors, S.C. “I do ask
Baptists to pray for me as I try to bring to the ta-
ble what I believe is a conservative, biblical view-
point.”

Page prayed and sought counsel after he was
asked by Joshua DuBois, the new executive direc-
tor of the faith-based office, to join the council,
he said. He has received assurances the president
wants him to express his views, Page said.

He said he decided if he “were at the table, I
might have a voice that is heard,” Page told BP. “If I
feel I am being used as a token conservative, I will
resign.”

Page asked Baptists to pray he would have wis-
dom and boldness, as well as discernment to know
if he needs to step down.

He approaches the opportunity with encour-
agement and hope as well, Page said.

On the same day the advisory council was
named, Obama signed an executive order making
some significant changes in what was established

Frank Page

by President George W. Bush as the Office of Faith-
based and Community Initiatives. The order wid-
ens the revamped office’s assignment to four pri-
orities that involve both religious and secular or-
ganizations:

u To give community groups a vital role in eco-
nomic recovery and subsequently in alleviating
poverty;

®To help the administration “support women
and children, address teenage pregnancy and re-
duce the need for abortion;”

m To support “responsible fatherhood;”

mTo work with the National Security Council in
promoting interfaith dialogue globally.

Page is encouraged because two of those prior-
ities—reducing abortions and solving the crisis in
fatherhood—"strike close to my heart,” he said.

“My hopes are that the council will help pro-
vide direction for the president as regards the
faith issue and that he will truly honor” faith-
based groups and “let them be who they are” in
relation to their hiring practices and service, Page
said.

Hiring, proselytizing

The Obama administration did not draw a clear
line on the question of whether organizations can
limit hiring to applicants of their specific faith
while receiving federal funds to provide social ser-
vices. Nor did it make clear whether religious or-
ganizations could evangelize or proselytize those
it serves. The executive order specifies the office’s
executive director will work through the White
House counsel to gain advice from the attorney
general on constitutional issues, according to the
administration.

“The goal of this office will not be to favor one
religious group over another—or even religious
groups over secular groups,” Obama said at the
National Prayer Breakfast in announcing the of-
fice earlier Feb. 5. “It will simply be to work on be-
half of those organizations that want to work on
behalf of communities and to do so without blur-
ring the line that our founders wisely drew be-
tween church and state.” (BP)



s NATION

1-
Reécorder

February 17, 2009

President Obama guarantees reversal of stem-cell policy

By Tom Strode

Washington—President Barack Obama
has promised Democratic lawmakers he
will issue an executive order reversing for-
mer President George W. Bush’s ban on fed-
eral funds for stem-cell research that de-
stroys human embryos.

“I guarantee you that we will sign an
executive order for stem cells,” the presi-
dent told Democrats in the House of Rep-
resentatives attending a retreat earlier this
month in Williamsburg, Va. The Washing-
ton Times reported Obama’s comments, cit-
ing three sources in the closed-door meet-
ing who asked to remain anonymous.

While Obama’s support for government
funding of embryonic stem-cell research
is well known, a question had developed
since his Jan. 20 inauguration about wheth-
er he would actually use an executive or-
der. There seemed to be some indication
he might decline that method of rescind-
ing the Bush policy and allow Congress to
deal with the issue.

At the Democratic retreat, Obama en-
dorsed congressional action as well, saying

NATIONAL NOTES

a legislative measure is needed to prevent a
future president from reversing the policy
again, according to The Times. Obama said
he would coordinate the timing of his or-
der’s release with Congress.

“President Obama’s promise is extreme-
ly disappointing but not surprising,” said
Richard Land, president of the Southern
Baptist Ethics & Religious Liberty Com-
mission. “... Obama’s action forces Ameri-
cans who find such research both barbar-
ic and repugnant to subsidize it with their
tax money.

“Reduced to its basics, killing the tiniest
human beings in their embryonic stage of
development for the possible medical bene-
fits of older and more developed human be-
ings is quite simply high-tech cannibalism
in which we devour our own young for the
sole purpose of treating other human be-
ings who are merely fortunate enough to
be older and able to defend themselves in a
way the tiniest human beings are not.”

Stem cells are the body’s master cells
that can develop into other cells and tis-
sues, providing hope for the development

of cures for a variety of diseases.

Bush issued an executive order in Au-
gust 2001 barring the use of federal funds
in stem-cell research that results in the de-
struction of human embryos. Extracting
stem cells from an embryo destroys the do-
nor. Congress twice approved legislation to
overturn Bush’s policy, but the president
vetoed both bills. Efforts to override the ve-
toes failed.

The ESCR funding ban is undergirded
by a 1996 federal law that prohibits feder-
al funds from being used for the creation
of human embryos for research, as well as
experimentation that destroys or threatens
the health or life of embryos. That measure,
known as the Dickey Amendment, has been
subject to various interpretations, accord-
ing to Douglas Johnson, legislative director
of the National Right to Life Committee.

A legal challenge could ensue if Obama
rescinds the ESCR funding ban, with sup-
porters of the Bush policy arguing in
court the Obama order violates the Dickey
Amendment, Johnson said.

The Dickey Amendment is part of the

annual spending bill for the Department
of Health and Human Services, so Congress
has to approve it each year for it to remain
in effect. The measure is named after its
sponsor, former Republican Rep. Jay Dick-
ey of Arkansas.

Not only is ESCR lethal for the non-vol-
untary donor, but embryonic stem cells
have yet to provide treatments for any dis-
eases in human beings. They also have been
plagued by the development of tumors in
lab animals.

Unlike research using embryos, extract-
ing stem cells from non-embryonic sourc-
es—such as umbilical cord blood, placen-
tas, fat and bone marrow—does not harm
donors and has nearly universal support.
Such research has produced treatments
for at least 73 human ailments, according
to Do No Harm, a coalition promoting eth-
ics in research.

In the last 15 months especially, scien-
tists have discovered ways of converting
non-embryonic stem cells into cells that
have nearly the identical properties of em-
bryonic ones. (BP)

Louisiana passes Academic Freedom Act—The Louisi-
ana Board of Elementary and Secondary Education vot-
ed unanimously last month to approve rules implement-
ing the Louisiana Science Education Act, an academic free-
dom bill passed by the state’s legislature last summer. The
law allows local school boards to approve supplemental
materials to encourage critical thinking in the teaching of
science, but the state board retains the right to ban locally
approved materials. A subcommittee of the board removed
language prohibiting the mention of intelligent design in
the classroom before passing the rules. The legislation en-
courages students to evaluate the merits of scientific top-
ics such as evolution, human cloning and global warming,
and it requires teachers in Louisiana public schools to use
state-approved science textbooks in addition to any supple-
mental materials.

La. prison agrees to remove Bible reference—Officials at
a Louisiana prison have agreed to remove a biblical refer-
ence from a monument outside the prison gates. Cathy
Fontenot, a spokeswoman at the maximum-security State
Penitentiary at Angola, said officials submitted work or-
ders to have what was known as the “Philippians Monu-
ment” stripped of the religious references after a com-
plaint was lodged last year by the Louisiana arm of the
American Civil Liberties Union. The monument featured
a verse taken from Philippians 3:13. Fontenot said the
language will remain, but the verse’s citation will be re-
moved. On the opposite side of the boolclike monument,
there was a “Prayer of Protection,” which the ACLU com-
plained about and also is being removed.

Wyoming House defeats marriage amendment—The Wyo-
ming House of Representatives defeated a constitutional
marriage amendment Feb. 6, a disappointing outcome for
supporters, who had hoped to see Wyoming join the list
of 30 states that already have adopted such amendments.
Needing a two-thirds majority to pass and go to the Sen-
ate, the amendment received 25 votes for it and 35 votes
against. If it had passed both bodies it would have been
placed on the 2010 ballot. A December poll showed 74 per-
cent of registered voters likely would vote for a marriage
amendment.

Warren, Reader’s Digest make ‘connection’Rick War-
ren, pastor of Saddleback Church in Lake Forest, Calif,
has launched a quarterly magazine called “Purpose Driv-
en Connection,” along with a bundle of personal growth
tools designed for small group implementation. Warren
noted that the timing of the launch coincides with the
collapse of the U.S. economy, a time when Americans may
most be searching for true hope. The 146-page magazine is
being published by The Reader’s Digest Association with
an annual subscription rate of $29.99. Also included is a
DVD of Warren teaching, along with discussion guides, ac-

New stimulus bill criticized for religion bias

Washington—The House of Repre-
sentatives version of the econom-
ic stimulus package in negotiations
last week includes a provision crit-
ics say will require discrimination
against religious faith on college
campuses.

A section of the $819 billion mea-
sure approved by the House makes
$3.5 billion available for the renova-
tion of university and college facili-
ties, but bars those buildings from
being used for religious worship or
instruction. One of the effects would
be to bar Bible studies and worship
meetings by Christian and other re-
ligious student groups in facilities
that have undergone repairs or mod-
ernization work underwritten by
stimulus funds.

Both the Senate and House ap-
proved stimulus packages, but there
were significant differences between

the two bills. Negotiations to pro-
duce a final bill proceeded last week
between representatives from both
chambers.

One of the differences is the ban
on religious use of buildings mod-
ernized or repaired with stimu-
lus funds. The Senate removed the
House language when it approved
a substitute version crafted by Sens.
Ben Nelson, D-Neb., and Susan Col-
lins, R-Maine. The substitute cut
funds for renovation of college fa-
cilities in order to reduce the overall
cost of the bill.

The American Center for Law and
Justice promised it would challenge
the controversial provision in feder-
al court if it is in the final bill that
becomes law.

“This is an unacceptable pro-
vision that clearly discriminates
against religious organizations that

National
Sunday School
Director
Seminar

have a legal right to use those facil-
ities,” ACL] Chief Counsel Jay Seku-
low said. “This is not what ‘economic
stimulus’ is about. We know that the
American people don’t want their
tax dollars used for discriminatory
measures.”

Sen. Jim DeMint, R-S.C., sought
to remove the language when it
was still in the version under con-
sideration by the Senate, but sena-
tors rejected his amendment Feb. 5.
The Senate voted 5443 against his at-
tempt to strike the language in ques-
tion. Four Democrats and an inde-
pendent joined 38 GOP members in
supporting DeMint’s amendment.
Two Republicans voted with 51 Dem-
ocrats and an independent in oppos-
ing it.

After his amendment failed, De-
Mint called the provision “a direct
attack on students of faith.” (BP)

The National Sunday School Director
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2009 NSSDS Training

General Session #1: The Purpose and
Mission of the Sunday School

General Session #2: /ly Role in Leading

ng, and totall
irector!

Effective Sunday School Work

March 27-28, 2009

Louisville, Kentucky
Hurstbourne Baptist Church

General Session #3: Blueprints for Growing
Your Sunaay School .
General Session #4: Developing Life-

Changing Bible Teaching

Friday: 9:00 am — 6:00 pm
Saturday: 7:30 am — 12: 30 pm

General Session #5; Building a Strategy
for My Sunday School

Registration: $49.95 per person
Register online at www.Kybaptist.org/nssds

KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION
Sunday School Department

PO. Box 43433 e Louisville, KY 40253-0433
502-489-3572 or 866-489-3572

www.kybaptist.org/nssds

cess to a corresponding online social network, daily e-mail
devotions and other tools. The magazines can be found on
newsstands, at bookstores and at national retail outlets.
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A HEART FOR TEENS Kimberly and Daniel Goombi (at the right end of the table) share
and discuss the gospel with teenagers at one of the four Native American reservations
the MSC missionary couple ministers to in Kansas. (NAMB photo by Erik Stenbakken)

Course Schedule:

Goombis share gospel with
Kansas’ Native Americans

Continued from page 1

Daniel and Kimberly are only two
of more than 5,500 missionaries in
the United States, Canada and their
territories supported by the Annie
Armstrong Easter Offering for North
American Missions and the Cooper-
ative Program. The couple is among
the NAMB missionaries featured as
part of the annual Week of Prayer
March 1-8.

tion Bible school for the Prairie
Band Tribe, a lot of the elders of
the tribe told us that it had been
50 years since an outside organiza-
tion or church had come on the res-
ervation,” Goombi recalled. “That’s
50 years of children growing, liv-
ing their lives and dying without a

chance to hear about God.”
He said, for the most part, there
are no reservations with

As MSC missionaries, ) > Bible-based churches
the Goombis must raise AQJN @ that meet on a regu-
their own support among lar basis. They gather
family, friends and relat- smﬁﬁgi\.ﬁ- now and then when a
ed churches. Although mﬁ,m visiting pastor comes

they are self-funded, they

also receive additional support—
such as training, administrative sup-
port and field-ministry assistance—
from the Annie Armstrong Easter
Offering.

Daniel became a Christian at 8
years old, during a revival service led
by his dad in Omaha, Neb. Although
he lived there most of the time, Dan-
iel recalled that “we pretty much
grew up on the reservations.”

Ministering on Native American
reservations is both heartbreaking
and difficult, according to Goombi.
Every tribe in Kansas is different—
each has its own language, heritage,
culture and beliefs.

“There are a lot of single-parent
families with single mothers or even
grandparents raising their grand-
kids. Alcohol, drug abuse and sui-
cide are big issues. People are seclud-
ed from the outside world and when
you’re on a reservation, you're limit-
ed to what’s around you and it’s real-
ly not much.

“The spiritual climate on the res-
ervations is difficult,” Goombi add-
ed, “because Native Americans have
a misconception of who we believers
are. They think they have to give up
who they are to follow God, and they
believe God is still a white man’s God
because of the history Native Ameri-
cans experienced with organized re-
ligion.”

Goombi said he reassures his
peers that “God has blessed us Na-
tive Americans with who we are,
with our heritage, and would never
take that away from us.”

Goombi’s heartbreak came when
he learned early on that on some res-
ervations half a century had passed
without Native American children
having a church or even a vaca-
tion Bible school to attend. Goombi
changed that in 2006.

“The first time we held vaca-

through. But as a
church planter for his association,
Goombi wants to plant permanent
churches on the reservations.

Parents of two daughters, Eliza-
beth and Sophia, the Goombis have
a real soft spot for Native American
children on the reservations.

At the Prairie Band Potawatomi
Indian Reservation near Mayetta,
Kan., Daniel recently played dodge
ball, football and basketball with
the kids there. Kimberly spent time
making “salvation bracelets,” teach-
ing and singing with the girls.

“The kids on the reservation are
really receptive to what we are do-
ing,” Daniel noted. “It’s amazing
to see the kids grow, learn church
songs and go home and sing them to
their parents, who notice how their
kids are changing.

“Working with the kids helps us
get to the families and get into the
homes,” he explained. “The parents
start asking questions and start com-
ing around, and we’re able to share
the gospel with them through their
kids.”

Because it’s usually only he and
Kimberly who cover the four Kansas
reservations, Daniel pleads for help
from other Southern Baptist volun-
teers around the United States.

“In addition to Kansas, there are
more than 450 tribes recognized
by the federal government,” Goom-
bi pointed out. “So many of these
tribes are going unreached. We want
to encourage churches and associa-
tions to remember these needs and
take action.”

Kimberly agreed. “When people
think of missions, they always think
of Africa or foreign countries. But
reservations are like foreign coun-
tries,” she said. “They are their own
sovereign nations. The people on res-
ervations live differently and speak
other languages.

Maln Campus *
1 University Drive
Campbellsville, KY 42718

March 23 — May 18

CHS553 Ministry of Proclamation
and Worship

March 24 — May 26

 CHS521 New Testament History
and Interpretation I

CU-Louisville *
2300 Greene Way
Louisville, KY 40220

‘March 3 — April 21

CHS553 Ministry of Proclamation
and Worship

April 28 — June 16

'CHS556 Christian Evangelism and
the Church

Elkhorh Baptist Association
1161 Red Mile Rd.,
Lexington, KY 40504

April 7 — May 26

3001 Riggs Avenue
Erlanger, KY 41018

b — May 26

. : CHSSSS Ministry of Proclamation
' and Worship

Classes and dates are subject to chang
¥ Oﬁfcxs the cornplete Master of Theology degree.

“The one night per week format fits nicely into
my busy schedule as the pastor of a growing
church. The one class at a time format gives
me the opportunity to stay focused on my
family, church and my studies. This is the

way to ‘do’ school!”
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CONFERENCE 2009

"The Changing Face of Worship”
February 19-20, 2009
www.cuworshiparts.com

e CHSSiS Ministry of Proclamation
and Worship

lorthern Kentucky Baptist Association

Pastor Joel Carwile
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CONGRATUILANONS

The following Kentucky Baptist students have been awarded $1,000

scholarships by he Kentucky Baptist Convention!

| James
| Brock
London

= Olivia
Burton
Corbin

Carmack
M Manchester

| Alicia
Creekmore

‘Somerset

| Ashley
b Esles
¥ Lexington

Is a Student in
YOUR Church
Eligible for a
Scholarship?

o

COOPERATIVE PROGRAN

Williamsburg

MacKenzie [F

wwe. | Ashley
- -8 Noe
§| Corbin

B Michelle
W Pratt
¢l Russell Springs

N Brittany
Reid

Ashley
Sutton
E. Bernstadt

" Joshua
4 Vandy
Barbourville

will
Warf
Edmonton

| Hannah
Boyd
Simpsonville

Louisville

Michael

d Lawrenceburg

| Lindsey
|| Harrod
§ Springfield

Collin
Johnson
{ Shelbyville

Ashley

Megan
| Miller

| E. Bernstadt Hartford Owenton

b Douglas Terry W Cara
Saylor Caven 4 Netherland
Bledsoe Magnolia A Leitchfield
Caleb Whitney Brittany

i Shackleford Frields 1 Oliver
Frankfort & Robards il Scottsville
April Austin | Natalie
Smith Hammons Oip

3 Hopkinsville

Courtney
d Pelly
il Campbellsville

' Christian
Richards
Hartford

| Kacie
Richerson
g Campbellsville

Kara BN Lindsay James
Watkins Jones =98 Sabo
| Loyall Stanford ! Campbellsville
.Lagan Tasha B Leslie
Watts Keeling Way
Worthington Elizabethtown Science Hill
B Stephanie Chelsea Hannah

1 Watts | Ladd Williams
Middlesburg Princeton Campbellsville

N Bachman-
4 Johnson
Georgetown
MacKenzie
-'| Bailes
Owensboro

Lauren
Bergman
Georgetown

Michael
Buskey
Ashland

= Jonathan
Cain
Crittenden

| Drew
Davenport
Richmond

= & Evans
/| London

Katelyn
Harris
Williamsburg

n| Jessica
Joslin
Owenton

Shelby

King
Georgetown

Hannah

Maloy

Robgues |

Mason
Georgetown -
Jonathan
™ Newman
Richmond

2Ill]

Christopher

e Student must be a full-time freshman enrolled at Campbellsville University, University of the Cumberlands or

Georgetown College. Applications are processed through the schools.
o Student must be a member of a cooperating Kentucky Baptist Church.
o Student must have been a Kentucky resident for at least one year prior to application.

CALL us at 502-489-3577 or 866-489-3577 or visit our Web site at:www.kybaptist.org

Coy
Phillips
Shelbyville

Heather
Reed
Richmond

B Andrew
A Russell
Richmond

Matthew
=% Sanders
4 Louisville

1 Catherine
Shaver
4 Shelbyville

Ryan
Smith
A Somerset

B Jonathan
4 Tate
& Richmond

Tracey
Tevis
Richmond

Ryan
§ Vaughn
/| Independence

| Nathan
Waddle
Somerset

N Portia
= = o Watson
A8 Mt Washington

& Carrollton

Millicent
Wimpsett
Bardstown
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Kentucky Baptist Foundation support

Language is very important
when designating KBF gifis

As one would expect, most of
the gifts to the Kentucky Baptist
Foundation are for the benefit of
one or more charitable organiza-
tions; they are not for the
benefit of the KBE. This is
consistent with the mis-
sion of the KBF as a fi-
duciary, which receives
43 percent of its support
from the Cooperative Pro-
gram.

From time to time, we
do, however, receive gifts
from individuals who
want to directly support
the ongoing ministry of
the Foundation, includ-
ing gifts by bequest or beneficia-
ry designation of a life insurance
policy or retirement account. For
the KBF to receive 100 percent of
the benefit of such gifts, the donor
needs to make sure the language
in the bequest or beneficiary des-
ignation makes clear that it is in-
tended for the 100-percent benefit
of the KBE.

Normally, the governing board
of “XYZ Charity” determines the
use of any undesignated gifts to
that charity. However, in the case
of gifts that simply state to “Ken-
tucky Baptist Foundation,” the
Kentucky Baptist Convention Mis-
sion Board, not the KBF govern-

ing board, approves the uses of such
gifts. In the past, the Mission Board
has approved the Cooperative Pro-
gram as the beneficiary of such
gifts. In such instances, the KBF re-
ceives 2 percent versus 100 percent
of the benefit.

Therefore, it is impor-
tant for those of you who
desire to directly support
the ministry of the KBF,
to use the proper lan-
guage to ensure the KBF
receives the benefit you
intend. Here are two ex-
amples of the proper lan-
guage touse:

8 To the Kentucky Bap-
tist Foundation for the
benefit and use of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Foundation.

uTo the Kentucky Baptist Foun-
dation, the use of which to be de-
termined by the Kentucky Baptist
Foundation Board of Directors.

To those of you who.have or will
include this ministry in your es-
tate plan, please make sure the lan-
guage in your estate-planning doc-
uments clearly states your inten-
tions. To the extent we can be help-
ful, please call us toll free, and ac-
cept our sincere gratitude for your
direct support.

Barry Allen is president of the
Kentucky Baptist Foundation,

PO Box 436389, Louisville,

KY 40253; toll-free (866) 489-3533;
www.kybaptistfoundation.org

Kentucky
BapTist
Founpartion

Barry Allen
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Imagine a world without child abuse. When children

come into our care, they may not be able to imagine
such a world. You can help!

Invest in the ministry of
SUNRISE CHILDREN’S SERVICES
and help change lives.

Contact us to find out how:
www.SUNRISE.org  (800) 456-1386

Faith-based, professional care for kids and families in crisis since 1869.
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Bible Crosswords

Across

1 “I will go before thee, and ... cut
in sunder the of iron”
(Isaiah 45:2)

4 “For now we see througha ____,
darkly” (1 Corinthians 13:12)

8 Optometrist’s degree (abbr.)

10 “There followed ____ and fire
mingled with blood”
(Revelation 8:7)

12 “It is appointed unto men once
to___ " (Hebrews 9:27)

13 One of twenty-six

14 Printer's measure

16 “___ for them that despitefully
use you” (Matthew 5:44)

18 “They that sow in tears shall
____injoy” (Psalm 126:5)

20 Slangy negative reply

22 First garden

24 “The nationsareasa_____ofa
bucket” (Isaiah 40:15)

26 Relative of 911

28 Was a pathfinder

30 “ltis a people thatdo _____in
their heart” (Psalm 95:10)

31 Cream of the crop

32 Courtroom verb

34 Note in diatonic scale

35 “The ____ of mine apostleship”
(1 Corinthians 9:2)

37 “Who ... cometh from Edom, with
____garments?” (Isaiah 63:1)

39 Simile syntax

41 “Let them learn first to shew
____athome” (1 Timothy 5:4)

43 “Father, glorify thy ____”

(John 12:28)

45 Sault ____ Marie

47 Chafed, as skin

48 Feminine nickname

49 Tattled, with “on”

51 Become bored

54 Cave dweller

Last week’s solution
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By Evelyn Boyington
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24 | 25
30
33 34
38
43 44
%8 —.
54 55
59 60
65
68
56 Presummertime priority 27 “There is buta ____ between

58 Partner of dear

60 Dr. ____ (l. Fleming work)

61 Land-grant college department
(abbr.)

62 Hula-Hoop, for one

64 Epochs

66 Western state (abbr.)

67 “____ yourselves unto God”
(Romans 6:13)

68 Created

Down

1“__ there, done that”

2 Blood factor

3 “The trees of the Lord are full of
" (Psalm 104:16)

4 Bag or rags

5 Classified, for one

6 Title of address

7 “He that goeth forth and weepeth,

1 H 3 4 L4 6 7 9 10
-l TR R R I LCOERD RIOLP bearing precious ____”
£IRIAMEKIOLC LA CIRIE (Psalm 126:6)
en B RLELLEES AR SIS CIAl 8 Send home
HL e C | D g M AR 9 Beast of burden
O|B|E|Y GIY|M Bl/|A[N|S 11An er
Z;‘ ElT S|U[M RIE|D g
30E D T|I|M|BIRIE|L S|A 15W|nbya_—‘
elal AL [ alalo]| 17 Giveaholler
slolnle Elu(mlMalo]e 19L|qk|ngverb
ofL|D wlAls PA_LF 21 Coin ___
;n_n Al [« BT [+ [%] 23 “Open thy hand wide unto ... thy
AMEN HAE Nl:E AlR ” (Deuteronomy 15:11)
[55 5
[sleja/THMolIn|c@lolv[e] 25Conceit

me and death” (1 Samuel 20:3)

29 “A ____inthy courts is better
than a thousand” (Psalm 84:10)

31 “Every ____ of the forest is
mine” (Psalm 50:10)

32 Fold

33 Cubs’ coves

36 Tune, melody :

38 To coat with slime and pitch
(Exodus 2:3)

40 Uninteresting

42 Jacob, to Esau 3

44 “A Jew of Tarsus ... a citizen of
no ____ city” (Acts 21:39)

46 Father of Hophni and Phineas

50 “The Philistine said, | the

armies of Israel”
(1 Samuel 17:10)
52 “A bruised _____ shall he not
break” (Isaiah 42:3)
53 “Incline thine __ unto me and
hear my speech” (Psalm 17:6)
55 Sped like the wind
57 ____ chi, ancient Asian art of
controlled exercise ¢
59 What Abraham saw caught in a
thicket (Genesis 22)
61 Exclamation of disappointment
63 Bethany Beach state (abbr.)
65 Continent (abbr.)

© 1999 Barbour Publishing
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‘Love Dare’ journal challenges couples

By Kelly Shrout -
LifeWay Christian Resources

Hendersonville, Tenn.—John and Paula Thomas
had been married 24 years when they separated.
She wanted forgiveness and peace for both of
them. He wanted a divorce. '

“Our marriage was in shambles and my hus-
band believed that even God couldn’t put
our marriage back together,” Paula re-
called. “Yet, after a six-month sepa-
ration, the Lord put a halt to our
divorce proceedings.”

That was five years ago. Today, the
Thomases help couples in crisis realize
God’s plan for their marriages.

“When we were going through the hard
times, we realized we simply didn’t know
each other,” Paula said. “So many other cou-
ples are the same way.”

After much prayer and searching the Scrip-
ture, God restored the Thomases’ marriage. “Not
only did God restore our marriage, He made it
stronger and more precious than ever before.”

In 2005, the couple renewed their vows. In
2007, they began sharing their story, and last year,
Paula said God blessed her marriage with “The
Love Dare.”

“The Love Dare,” as featured in the movie “Fire-
proof,” is a 40-day Scripture-based journey that
helps couples learn to truly love one another.

“When struggling couples come to us for help,
always point them to Scripture and now I also give
them a copy of ‘The Love Dare,”” Paula said.

Couples embarking on “The Love Dare” read a
short devotional and complete a complementing
challenge—or dare—based on that day’s Scripture.

“When we got ‘The Love Dare,” we began with
day one and we didn’t skip a day,” she recalled.
“Through the book we have learned to respect
each other pray together and hsten to one an-
other.”

The Thomases, who attend Long Hollow Baptist
Church in Hendersonville, Tenn., now spend more
time talking than watching television, and said
they have learned to forgive the past.

“If couples read the lessons and complete the
dares with genuine, sincere hearts, God will turn
their marriage around,” she explained. “Couples
have to be intentional about the 40-day challenge
and let God work in their lives. They have to stay
on their knees, and halfway through the book they
won’t be thinking about divorce anymore.”

The book began as a plot element in “Fire-
proof,” which was released in theaters last
September. Kirk Cameron played a fire-
fighter whose marriage was headed for
divorce. Cameron’s character received

“The Love Dare” book from his on-
screen father, and the book played a

significant role in saving his mar-

riage.

“In the movie pre-screenings,
the audience left the theater asking,
‘Where can I get that book?”” noted An-

drea Dennis, trade publishing representative
for B&H Publishing Group.

B&H joined forces with brothers Stephen and
Alex Kendrick, writers of the movie, to produce
“The Love Dare” resource.

“This book is a tool God is using to improve
marriages around the nation,” said Dennis, who
also coordinates www.ShareTheLoveDare.com, an
online forum for users to anonymously share how
God is working in their lives through the book.

“We have almost daily received testimonies
from those using ‘The Love Dare’ about how God is
changing their marriages,” Dennis said. “It teach-
es couples how to love and how to communicate
with each other.”

“We'’re finding that people are pouring out
their hearts on ShareTheLoveDare.com—and of
tentimes their pain,” noted John Thompson, B&H
senior vice president of marketing. “Those who are
active on the site and are almost finished with the
40-day challenge will encourage those who are re-
ally hurting.”

Thompson described “The Love Dare as a mar-
riage movement, and said the message of the
film and the book represent Christ’s love for the
church.

Richnder
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First Baptist Church of Somerset
welcomes

Dr. Ergun Caner

President, Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary

FebruarnZ 9and 11 am.

Everyone is invited to worship with us

Frown now ... smile later

Oneida students know attending class
in bad weather does have its benefits

Adjustment to living in a boarding school
can cause a lot of anxiety for the average mid-
dle- or high-school student. They must learn
to live with two or three new roommates and
eat food prepared by cooks who don’t cook like
mom—and mom always would cook their favor-
ite foods. Even something as simple as a 10 p.m.
bedtime can be a real adjustment for
boys and girls who have been in the
habit of staying up until 11 p.m. or
later.

Few things, however, catch the new
student off guard more than having a
two-, three- or four-inch snowfall and
still going to school. I monitor break-
fast every morning. It is my way of
keeping in touch with my students.
I always am amused when a new stu-
dent asks if we are having school that
day. Though I know why he or she is asking, I al-
ways act confused and reply, “Why wouldn’t we
have school?”

Normally, with a very serious expression, the
response is, “Well, there is a foot (actually only a
few inches) of snow on the ground. How can we
have school?”

We do have classes in 10 different buildings,
and our students walk from place to place. The
dining room is right in the middle of our rel-
atively small campus. If students can make it
through the “foot” of snow to get to the din-
ing room, it is presumed they can get to their
classes.

1 know new students do not understand my
explanation and I always watch them as they re-
turn to their seats. They ask others at the table,

Twis 1s OnEiDA
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“Is it really true that we have school today?” The
others are likely to laugh and keep eating with-
out comment.

When the new student insists on knowing,
with big smiles the others will assure him or her
that, “Yes, we are going to have school today.”

You can understand that the new student has
likely just lost his appetite and is sure he is the
brunt of a silly joke. It is with complete disbelief
that he finds himself sitting in class a few min-
utes later with a “foot” of snow on the
ground and it’s still snowing outside.

Well, we didn’t have a “foot” of
snow. In fact, we had very little snow
during the past few weeks. And we did
not have the freezing rain, sleet or 1ce
that most of Kentucky had.

Even before the big storm, the lo-
cal county school had missed a week
because of bad weather. Then the big
storm hit and they missed another
week. For those two weeks, our stu-
dents have been in class every day and have not
missed one minute of school. Our day students
struggle too, because if they were going to the
county school instead of OBI they would have
been out of school for two weeks.

I can only think of two days in the past 30
years when we didn’t have school because of ex-
tremely bad weather. But the payoff for our stu-
dents will come this spring. Lord willing, school
will let out May 15.

At this time, most students in Kentucky now
are scheduled to have school through early June.
My students are frowning now, but they will be
smiling in May.

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org

Late bloomer finds his way

Coffman excited to be a
student at Clear Creek

“I'm a little bit of a late bloom-
er to college life,” said first-year stu-
dent Dwight Coffman. At 52, he is a
“little” beyond even the average age
of our students, which is about 32.

“I was saved at the age
of 17,” Dwight recalled. “I
joined the military at 18
and I began to drift in my
walk with the Lord.I came
home in the closing days
of the Vietnam War era. I
met and married my wife
and then went through
a time of searching and
seeking as far as my re- .
lationship with the Lord.

I knew I was not where

I needed to be. By God’s grace He
brought me back into that fellow-
ship.

“I answered the call from God
to ministry in 1979,” Dwight said.
“I knew there was a need for some
formal ministry training. But I lis-
tened to some who told me thatall I
needed to do was just get out there
and preach. ... So, I have spent the
last 25 years being a student of the
Word. But I knew in my heart I re-
ally needed this formal setting to
sharpen me and get me to the place
where God wants me to be. I see
Clear Creek as the place where God
has brought me to take a lot of the
bits and pieces of information I now

[
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have and put them in order.”

The call to pastor a local church
has once again instilled in Dwight
the need for training. “The Lord
called me to pastor Creston Bap-
tist Church in Casey County after
10 years of evangelism ministry,”
Dwight said. “God renewed my in-
terest in some formal
training after He revealed
to me that I was preach-
ing to people to prepare
them for their Christian
walk.

“So I began to talk to
some people about Clear
Creek and God began to
open the door for me to
come here,” Dwight not-
ed. “The class schedules
...Iake it easier for some-
one like me who is already involved
in doing ministry. With. their com-
muter schedule [ can leave my
home on Thursday morning and
be back horme Fricday.”

So what kind of advice would
Dwight give to someone who is
thinking about ministry training?
“It doesn’t matter what age you
are,” he insisted. “The Lord is not
through with us until He calls us
home. If God is leading you to pur-
sue that training, do it.”

Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek
Road, Pineville, KY 40977 toll-free:
(866) 340-3196; Web site: www.
cebbe.edu; e-mail: dfox@ccbbe.edu



RESOURCES

Récorder 13

February 17, 2009

True Love Waits still nurtures abstmence until marriage

Nashville—The True Love Waits absti-
nence-until-marriage movement has re-
corded numerous milestones since its
launch by LifeWay Christian Resources
nearly 15 years ago.

The first True Love Waits national cele-
bration took place in July 1994, when more
than 210,000 covenant cards signed by
teens were displayed on the National Mall
in Washington.

Since then, an estimated 2.5 to 3 mil-
lion youth have signed commitment cards
pledging sexual purity until their wedding
day, and that number continues to grow
worldwide. Hundreds of thousands of com-
mitment cards from youth throughout the
world have been displayed at several events,
including the 2004 Olympics in Athens.
More than 100 organizations have adopted
the use of True Love Waits to promote sexu-
al abstinence.

Despite the progress, much work re-
mains to be done, according to True Love
Waits co-founder Jimmy Hester.

He noted that the United States “still has
one of the highest rates of teen pregnancy
and births in the industrialized world, re-

sulting in severe economic and social costs,-

not to mention the personal pain early sex-
ual activity places upon teenagers and their
families.”

www.pilgrimtours.com

reece Tour/Gruise

From a Baptist View

Each year, the True Love Waits minis-
try’s leadership has provided themes and
direction for churches to help students
live their lives in purity. For 2009, LifeWay
has released a gender-appropriate flipbook,
“Complete: A Life of Purity,” that can be
used by youth leaders as a Bible study tool
to engage students in conversation about
the moral challenges they face.

Later this year, a new study, “Pure Par-
enting: Teaching Your Teen Why True Love
Waits,” will be available for churches to use
to support parents in their role as primary
spiritual developers of their students.

True Love Waits also is expanding its
reach in other parts of the world such as Af-
rica, where honoring a commitment to re-
main abstinent until marriage is literally a
matter of life and death. In Uganda, True
Love Waits has been a catalyst for bring-
ing people together around the abstinence
message in schools, youth groups, commu-
nities and other places.

In the years that followed TLW's intro-
duction in Uganda, the HIV/AIDS preva-
lence rate, which in parts of the country
was more than 30 percent, dropped to 6.7
percent. Some leaders there say the turn-
around literally has saved a generation.

This month, a LifeWay team is spend-
ing two weeks in the Philippines to work

A .
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with the True Love Waits movement there
and evaluating possible ways to expand in
that country.

This spring, adult and student leaders
and shapers in the sexual abstinence move-
ment will consider the future direction of
True Love Waits for coming generations.
While the message of True Love Waits re-
mains the same, youth leaders and parents

constantly are challenged in the most effec-
tive ways to communicate with students
and encourage them to maintain their
commitment to abstinence until marriage.

In a USA Today article published last
June, a study by the RAND Corp., which
surveyed teen virgins over a three-year pe-
riod to see whether they remained chaste
found that “virginity pledges do deter some
teens from having sex,” the article stated.
“...In 2001, when the research began, teen-
agers who vowed to remain virgins until
they were married were less likely to be sex-
ually active than others who didn’t make a
pledge.”

This and other studies challenge the
generally negative assessment of absti-
nence programs reached by some research-
ers (see article below).

“It is important for churches to realize
that confronting sexual issues in today’s
world requires more than a one-time event
or emphasis,” Hester said. “Students need
ongoing education and encouragement if
we hope to continue to make progress in
our culture.

“Although times and cultures change,
God’s plan for sexual purity remains the
same,” he added. “True Love Waits contin-
ues to be an important tool to guide stu-
dents in living lives of biblical purity.” (BP)

Recent study targets abstinence-only
education and pledges as ineffective

5 wonderful packages - year-round
Excellent value for groups and individuals

Also: Israel, Egypt, Turkey, Jordan, Italy, Switzeriand,
Germany, France, Britain, Livingstone's Africa

800 322 0788
Pilgrim Tours, P O Box 268, Morgantown, PA 19543
“Christian Fellowship Tours Since 1987”

Fion iy astactutons anel e ie ol iuaptiiiattuuigs |
Join Other Baptists and Pastor Roy Myers!

Canadian Rockies Tour
Offers ‘Cool’ Vacation

14 Days - Depart June 21, 2009-rom $999

Columbus, Mississippi.

Join other Baptists on the first day of summer, visiting both the United States and
Canadian Rocky Mountains. Start in Sioux Falls, SD for a scenic three-day drive
to Calgary, Alberta. In route, on your comfortable motor coach, visit Fargo and
Bismarck, ND; then north to Saskatchewan to the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police Academy. Canadian highlights include Calgary; Lake Louise; Banff
National Park; ride a SnoCoach over the Columbia Ice Fields; visit-Canmore,
Alberta; Waterton Lakes National Park; Kananaskis Country; Helena and Billings
MT; Custer's battlefield at the Little Big Horn; Black Hills National Forest; Mt.
Rushmore and Crazy Horse National Memorial; legendary Badlands National
Park; and more! Includes 1 nights hotels, baggage handling, and lots of motor
coach sightseeing. *Per person, double occupancy plus $149 tax, service, gov't
fees. Airfare is extra. This will be Pastor Myers' fifth trip as a Baptist Chaplain
ona YMT Vacation. Currently he is interim pastor at Immanuel Baptist Church in

For brochure, information, and letter from Rev. Myers call 7 days a week:

YMT Vacations 1-800-736-7300

Providing Affordable Vacations Since 1967!

By Erin Roach

Washington—Another new look at old data has
caused a stir in the national media, and absti-
nence pledges are taking another hit just as Con-
gress and the Obama administration are recon-
sidering millions of dollars in funding for absti-
nence-education programs.

The latest report, appearing in the January is-
sue of the journal Pediatrics, examined 934 teen-
agers with strong religious backgrounds, 289 of
whom took abstinence pledges and 645 who did
not. Based on this within-group comparison, the
study found that teenagers who took a pledge
were just as likely to have premarital sex as those
who did not take a pledge; and those who took
pledges were less likely to use contraceptives.

However, the study only compared the behav-
ior of strongly religious teenagers to other strong-
ly religious teenagers and made no comparison
of this group to teenagers with little or no reli-
gious influence in their lives.

In an interview with Baptist Press the author
of the study, Janet Rosenbaum, a Harvard grad-
uate and a postdoctoral fellow at Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health defended the
research.

Q: One of the primary groups you listed as im-
portant to your study were pledgers (those who
vowed chastity until marriage), yet you excluded
those who had married by age 20 to 23-ostensi-
bly eliminating data showing the effectiveness of
pledging (those who remained chaste until mar-
riage). Why? How many subjects were excluded by
your decision? How many of these were pledgers?

A:The study looked at both single and married
pledgers and non-pledgers. I found that pledgers
married and divorced at the same rates as similar
non-pledgers: By age 22, about 20 percent of both
groups had married and about 2 percent had di-
vorced.

Q: Previous research shows that ongoing sup-
port systems (such as found in faith-based pro-
grams) are critical to pledgers’ success. What does
the research show regarding those who made
pledges as part of a program such as True Love
Waits versus those who made secular abstinence

pledges with more limited involvement of a pledg-

er’s circle of key influencers?

A:Tknow that’s a question that (Richard) Ross
(co-founder of True Love Waits) is interested in an-
swering, but I am not aware of any peer-reviewed

research on the question. The reality is that most
religiously conservative teenagers have sex, ac-
cording to both my study of religiously conserva-
tive teenagers and Byron Weathersbee’s disserta-
tion that found 60 percent of weekly-church at-
tending newly-married couples reported having
had premarital sex.

Q: How do you reconcile the success of True
Love Waits versus secular abstinence pledges that
lack the components that make TLW effective? For
instance, trends that have shown U.S. teenagers
are having less sex track alongside the introduc-
tion of the TLW movement in 1994 and its subse-
quent use as a tool to encourage purity.

A:The goal of sex education is delayed and saf-
er sex, and we have over 15 abstinence-plus pro-
grams proven to meet those goals. By contrast,
the congressionally-mandated study used the
best statistical methods to evaluate several absti-
nence-only programs initially thought the most
promising of all abstinence-only programs, and
this study found that none of these programs
cause delayed sex. In other words, all the evi-
dence finds that abstinence-plus programs ac-
complish the goal of abstinence better than the
abstinence-only programs.

Richard Ross, in comments to Baptist Press,
noted that Rosenbaum’s study is “simply a new
statistical treatment” of the data from the Na-
tional Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health
conducted in the mid-1990s.

“Neither the Johns Hopkins analysis nor the
original ADD Health Study considered what
types of pledges these 289 teenagers made,” Ross
pointed out. “If this sample included any who
had made True Love Waits promises, they were
lumped together with all those who had made
secular promises as part of school-based pro-
grams.”

Not all abstinence pledges are the same, Ross
said, because True Love Waits promises are made
to God in the power of the Holy Spirit with the in-
volvernent of parents and supportive peers. And
rather than a one-time signing of a card, True
Love Waits is a process of moving teenagers to-
ward reaching the goal of abstaining from sex
until marriage.

“We know of no secular or even religious cam-
paign that is as comprehensive and life-encom-
passing in its approach to moral purity,” he said.
(BP)
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PrRAYER PAnmms

Please pray for the following re-
quests associated with the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention’s part-
nership missions efforts:

mPray for the Feb. 25 meeting to
plan for the Acts 1:8 Challenge
conferences, which will be held
March 31-April 4.

mPray for those attending the
Southern Baptist Internation-
al Mission Board Summits, Feb.
26-28 and March 2-3 in Birming-
ham, Ala.

m Pray for those Kentucky Baptist
churches and associations that
are finalizing their mission trip
plans for 2009.

mPray for Jorio Ferreira’s wife,
Nordaly, who has been experienc-
ing recent health problems. Fer-
reira serves as an on-site coordina-
tor for the KBC’s mission partner-
ship with Braizilian Baptists.

m Pray for Cindy Hawkins, an IMB
missionary serving in Greece.

mPray that more Kentucky Bap-
tist pastors and DOMs will par-
ticipate in the vision trip to Japan
May 23-30.

For more information about part-
nership missions opportunities,
contact the KBC partnership mis-
sions department at (502) 489-
3529, toll free in Kentucky at
(866) 489-3529, or visit www.Ky
Baptist.org/Partnership.

Mountains To THE Mississippi

ComPILED BY STAFF

® BLOOMFIELD—Bloomfield Church
recently ordained John Roby as a
deacon. Ryan Lyons is pastor.

= CADIZ—Johnny Hawkins recently
resigned as pastor of New Jerusa-
lem Church.
mCAMPBELLSVILLE—Saloma
Church will host a Singspiration
Service Feb. 22, 6 p.m., with spe-
cial music provided by church
members and guests. John Chown-
ing is pastor.

m CAVE CITY—Cave City Church re-
cently called Stephen Cavness as
pastor. He previously was pastor
at Antioch Church in Bedford.
mLEXINGTON—East Hickman
Church recently called Jim McGee
as pastor.

m PARIS —First Church recently
called Jason Logan as minister of
music and education. Gary Ellces-
SOT is pastor.

m SOMERSET—First Church will
host DiscipleNow Feb. 20-22 with
youth speaker jason Jasper, spe-
cial music by The Forrest Cole-
man Band and drama provided

Spotlight on ...

Campbellsville 2
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Campbellsville University will
host Christian illusionist Da-
vid Garrard Feb. 25, 10 am.,
at the Ransdell Chapel. Gar-
rard also is children’s minis-
ter at St. Matthews Church in
Louisville.
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@ m? CaLENDAR OF EVENTS

February

18 Church Retirement Plan “Reality
Check” Conference, First Baptist
Church, Bowling Green; First
Baptist Church, Pikeville.

20 Church Retirement Plan “Reality
Check” Conference, Ninth & O
Baptist Church, Louisville.

23-24Kentucky Baptist Evangelism
Conference, Porter Memorial
Baptist Church, Lexington.

26 Church Retirement Plan “Reality
Check” Conference, First Baptist
Church, Mount Sterling.

March

4-18 College Blitz, Habitat for
Humanity, Morehead.

6-7 Creative Ministries Festival,
Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary, Louisville.

7 RA Congress Region 1, Bellview
Baptist Church, Paducah.

7 RA Congress Region 3, First
Baptist Church, Mount
Washington.

7 State Vacation Bible School
Clinic-East, Porter Memorial
Baptist Church, Lexington.

For more information, call (800) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org

by 3-D. Ergun Caner, president of
Liberty Theological Seminary in
Lynchburg, Va., will be the guest
speaker at both Sunday morning
worship services Feb. 22. For more
information, call (606) 678-5106.
French Harmon is pastor.

m WESTPORT—Westport Church or-
dained Josh Sowder and Evan Tin-
gle as deacons Feb. 8. DeWayne
Sowell is pastor.

Welcome

Pulaski Baptist Association

Newsletter Plan
Malcolm Cheek, DOM

Campbellisville University honored by Kentucky Press Association

Louisville—Campbellsville Uni-
versity recently was presented
with an award for its sponsorship
of 11 Kentucky high schools in the
Kentucky High School Journalism
Association at the Kentucky Press
Association’s annual conference
in Louisville.

Stan McKinney, assistant pro-
fessor of journalism and advisor
of the school newspaper, accepted
the award on behalf of the univer-
sity. McKinney also is serving his
second year on the Kentucky Press
Association board.

“We are the only university to

even sponsor a high school. We
sponsored more high schools
than any other business, news-
paper, etc., last year,” McKinney

said. “I see sponsorship as a way ~

for us to connect with area high
schools.” :

McKinney encourages students
in Campbellsville’s mass commu-
nication department to attend
the conference every year, be-
cause “the professionals who at-
tend KPA are those who some day
might hire our students. Attend-
ing the conventions is a good way
to make contacts.”

HONORED GUESTS Campbel/swl/e Un/versny students met Kentucky Gov. Steve
Beshear, who spoke at Kentucky Press Association’s recent winter convention.
Front row (from left): Brian Carpenter, Rachel Crenshaw, Christina Miller, Hillary
Wright and Stan McKinney, assistant professor of journalism at Campbellsville
University. Back row (from left): Joan McKinney, news and publications coordina-
tor at Campbellsville University, André Tomaz, Ashley Zsedenyi, Gov. Steve Bes-
hear, Lauren Shrader and Rashad Harrison.

AVAILABLE: Senior pastor seeks
interim/pulpit supply in small
church within 65mile radius of
Louisville. (502) 543-8558.

FOR "SALE: Church buses and
vans—new and used. Call Ameri-
can Bus and Accessories, Inc., (800)
582-7118.

FOR SALE: Christian, patriotic
and military neckties, $6. Humor
book, “500 Laughter Doeth Good
Like a Medicine” (over 1,000 sold),
$6. Booklet, “Death: How to Pre-
pare,” $6. (606) 285-3051.

FREE: 10 pews, 20 feet long, like
new. (270) 866-6495.

SEEKING: Senior pastor for Rus-
sell Springs First Baptist Church.
Interested brethren may send re-
sumés to: First Baptist Church, PO
Box 1477, Russell Springs, KY 42642,

. Attn: Pastor Search Committee. In-

quiries may call (270) 585-3116.

SEEKING:  Student  minister
(grades 7-12) for Dripping Spring
Baptist Church near Russellville.
Send resumés or questions to
salvis@wildblue.net; or DSBC Search
Committee, 1255 Cedar Grove Road,
Olmstead, KY 42265.

SEEKING: Full-time individual to
coordinate and minister to youth
(grades 6-12) at Eubank Baptist
Church, Eubank, Ky. This individ-
ual also will assist pastor in other
pastoral duties. Interested individ-
uals are encouraged to submit resu-
més. E-mail: Shelby.Reynolds@euba
nkbaptist.org. Church phone (606)
379-2122.

SEEKING: Minister of music for
Crab Orchard Baptist Church. For
details, contact Casey Horton, (606)
282-3776. ¢

SEEKING: Instrumentalist for
east end congregation—contempo-
rary and traditional music. Send
resumé to Melbourne Heights Bap-
tist Church, 3728 Taylorsville Road,
Louisville, KY 40220, Attn: Person-
nel Dept. You may call the church
at (502) 454-4681 to set a time for an
interview; hours and pay will be dis-
cussed at the interview.

SEEKING: Are you searching for a
way to use your God-given talents
as a sales person? The Creation Mu-
seum, which is part of Answers in
Genesis, is searching for three suc-
cessful group sales representatives.
The positions are available in the
following territories: 1) Ohio, which
includes Cincinnati, Dayton, Co-
lumbus, and Northern Kentucky;
2) Indianapolis, Indiana area; and
3) Kentucky, which includes Louis-
ville and Lexington, along with han-
dling our bus tours. Position sum-
mary: The group sales representa-
tive holds the primary responsibil-
ity for booking groups in a defined
territory for Creation Museum vis-
its. This person has heavy contact
and influence with all AiG audienc-
es, including churches, schools and
area community groups. The posi-
tion pays salary plus commission.
To learn more about us and to read

the full job description, please v151t

www.creationmuseum. Oorg.

CuassiFiep Aps

To place an advertisement:
Rates are available upon request.
Call (502) 489-3428; or visit
www.WesternRecorder.org.
Claims made by advertisers are not
necessarily those of the Western
Recorder’s staff or directors.

SEEKING: Pastor for Siloam Bap-
tist Church in Glasgow, Ky. Par-
sonage furnished (four bedrooms,
two baths) located across the road
from the church. Church has 300-
plus members, with 100-plus in

" Sunday school. Interested pastors

please send resumé and non-eturn-
able tape or CD to Siloam Baptist
Church, 517 Siloam Road, Glasgow,
KY 42141. For questions, call (270)
646-8128 or 646-0079.

SEEKING: Energetic, part-time
worship minister to plan, orga-
nize and lead a growing worship
ministry toward a dynamic, blend-
ed worship style that will culti-
vate genuine worship. Responsi-
bilities: weekly leadership of wor-
ship choir, praise team, instrumen-
talists and seasonal events. Quali-
fications: college degree with sem-
inary-level training, .preferably in
music. Submit resumé to Ballards-
ville Baptist Church, 4300 S. Hwy
53, Crestwood, KY 40014; or e-mail

' Dariene@BBClLife.org. Deadline is

March 15.

SEEKING: Interim worship lead-

er for Lancaster Baptist Church,
Lancaster, Ky. Must be capable of
leading a blended service[praise
band. For more information, e-mail
pastorbrad@gmail.com, or call (859)
792-2781.

SEEKING: Southern Baptist pas-
tor for Corinth Baptist, Winchester,
Ky. Must be spiritually led. Please
send resumé and non-returnable
DVD|VHS by March 1, 2009, to Pas-
tor Search Committee, CBC, PO Box
4524, Winchester, KY 40392.

SEEKING: Director of missions
for Oldham-Trimble Baptist Associ-
ation. OTBA consists of 22 church-
es in the two counties; for more in-
formation about OTBA, please visit
our Web site at www.OTBA-KY.com.
Please e-mail resumés by March 15,
2009, to DOMSearch@otba-ky.com;
or mail resumés to: OTBA DOM
Search Team, 4901 South Highway
53, Crestwood, KY 40014.

SEEKING: Senior pastor that is ca-
pable of strongly preaching God’s
Word, recognizing and casting
God’s vision for our church, lead-
ing our congregation and staff to
His purposes and grow His King-
dom. Great Bridge Baptist Church
of Chesapeake, Va., desires a pastor
who has completed his Southern
Baptist education (MDiv. minimum)
from an accredited seminary and
has at least 5 years experience as a
senior pastor of a medium-to-large
congregation. We are blessed with
a wonderful facility, great staff and

loving congregation. Now, as our
pastor has retired, we seek God’s
leader for our flock. Please send re-
sumé and CD/DVD sermon to Pastor
Search Committee, PO Box 16432
Chesapeake, VA 23328; or pastorse
arch@greatbridgebaptist.org. Please
submit by April 30.

SEEKING: Pianist for Central
Baptist Church, Paris, Ky. Respon-
sible for three Sunday services,
Wednesday evening prayer meet-
ing and worship choir rehearsal.
Pay based on experience. Send re-
sumé to Central Baptist Church, 829
High Street, Paris, KY 40361, Attn:
Rev. Matthew Crook; or e-mail to
mattcbc@bellsouth.net. For more
information, call (859) 987-3951.

SEEKING: Director of missions
for Lawrence County Baptist Asso-
ciation. Please send resumé, doctri-
nal commitments, references and
an audiofvideo sermon to: Chad
Moore, Lawrence County Baptist As-
sociation, 2427 Hwy 43 South, Leo-
ma, TN 38468; or e-mail resumé to: 1
awcobaptist@lorettotel.net.

SEEKING: Interim youth minister
for east end church. Approximately
20 hours per week; $200 per week.
May lead to continuing ministry. Ex-
perience and degree preferred; will
consider someone who is working
toward these goals. Send resumé to
Melbourne Heights Baptist Church,
3728 Taylorsville Road, Louisville,
KY 40220, Attn: Personnel Dept. For
any questions, call the church at
(502) 454-4681.
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Religious freedom  group urges Obama to appoint envoy

By Yvette Ratiray

Washington—The U.S. Commission on In-
ternational Religious Freedom asked Pres-
ident Obama Feb. 11 to take quick action
in appointing a special envoy dedicated to
achieving peace in Sudan.

The envoy would be an advocate for
the Obama administration in the effort
to bring about full implementation of the
2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement that
ended civil war in the northeastern African
country.

The conflict of more than 20 years was
marked by a genocidal campaign waged by
the militant Islamic Arab regime in Khar-
toum. Atrocities occurred against Chris-
tians, animists in southern Sudan, and
moderate African Muslims.

In a Capitol Hill news conference, the
USCIRF stressed the need for the Sudanese
government to enact its CPA obligations.
Without compliance, the group’s leaders
said, there could be increased belligerence
between Khartoum in the north and fac-
tions in the south.

Such conflict will thwart attempts to
halt the genocidal effort in Darfur that be-
gan six years ago.

In that western region of Sudan, Khar-
toum military forces and Arab militias
backed by the government have instituted
ethnic cleansing against African Muslims.
USCIRF estimates that 400,000 people have
died and others have been tortured, raped
and kidnapped.

The group estimates more than two mil-
lion people have been left homeless from
the conflict.

Members of Congress attending the
news conference suggested the Obama ad-
ministration issue a clear policy on the
work of the special envoy.

Rep. Frank Wolf, R-Va,, said it is impor-
tant that the envoy is a person who dem-

UNDEH SEIGE Th/s Sudanese church destroyed by a bomb in 2001, gave test/mony to war and per-
secution that plagued the country for more than 20 years.

onstrates credibility when speaking for the
president.

Among USCIRF recommendations pre-
sented at the news conference were:

m Focusing on and advancing implemen-
tation of the CPA by building support for
peace. ...
wPrg é1v1hans by establishing se-
curity guarantees

m Stressing the importance of reconcilia-
tion and law by monitoring and investigat-
ing human rights.

m Constructing a successful economy by
encouraging the development of a banking
system.

mExpanding U.S. diplomacy in south-
ern Sudan.

“Justice is important, but the people in
the camps cannot wait,” said Rep. Donald
Payne, D-NJ., chairman of the House of Rep-
resentatives Foreign Affairs Committee’s
Subcommittee on Africa and Global Health.
“They need action and need it now.”

Payne reminded reporters that Sudan
accommodated Osama Bin Laden within its
borders in the 1990s.

The success of CPA is central in promot-
ing peace in Darfur and other regions of
Sudan, speakers noted. If the CPA collaps-
es, then the crisis in Darfur will continue,
Wolf said.

“For six years now, the genocide has un-
folded. For four years now, we’ve watched
the implementation of the CPA, as rocky as
it is, slowly, steadily grind,” said John Pren-
dergast, co-chair of the Enough Project, a
prevention campaign that takes action to
end crimes against humanity.

“The Obama administration and the
United States Congress have a real oppor-
tunity,” Prendergast said. “The U.S. needs
to align itself and then work assiduously
for peace.”

USCIRF identifies what it considers the
world’s worst religious freedom violators,
then advises the U.S. State Department as
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TAKING A STAND An unidentified African ap-
peals for action at the 2006 “Save Darfur: Rally
to Stop Genocide” in Washington. (Photo by
Shannon Baker)

it compiles its list of “countries of partic-
ular concern.” Sudan is one of eight such
countries.

USCIRF is a nine-member panel select-
ed by the president and congressional lead-
ers. It reports to the White House and Con-
gress on religious freedom overseas. Rich-
ard Land, president of the Southern Baptist
Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission, is a
USCIRF commissioner. (BP)

World Hunger Fund helps provide brighter future for Bengali families

By Mark Kelly

Kolkata, India—A group of women in In-
dia’s West Bengal state now can better care
for their families because of Southern Bap-
tists’ gifts to the convention’s World Hun-
ger Fund.

The project focused on widows and oth-
er women in two villages living in desperate
poverty, some with children suffering from
malnutrition. As members of a minority re-
ligious group, the women were ostracized

by many of their neighbors.

A BETTER LIFE A woman in the West Bengal region of India tends to her dairy cow. About a dozen
women in the area have started their own small dairy operations thanks to a development project
made possible by the Southern Baptist World Hunger Fund. (BGR photo)

A Southern Baptist field partner who
saw the women’s plight said he believed
their lives could improve dramatically if
they were given a dairy cow and shown
how to care for it. He determined it would
cost as little as $80 per family.

“The gift of a cow to a desperately poor
family is an appropriate expression of
Christian charity and a tangible demon-
stration of the love of Christ,” said the field
partner, who asked that his name be with-
held for security reasons.

The cow “would significantly improve
the economic viability of the recipient fam-
ily. A year-round market exists for milk, and
local vendors roam the area looking for vil-
lagers willing to sell milk.”

Helping a poor family earn a modest
income selling milk would improve their
lives and give them opportunities to help
others.

Working with community leaders and
local Christians, the field partner identified
households headed by women who had no
reliable source of income and were finding
it difficult to educate and feed their chil-
dren. An allocation of $22,000 was made
from the Southern Baptist World Hunger
Fund to make the project possible.

Each family was given a dairy cow and
a newborn calf and shown how to care for
them. The project provided food and vet-
erinary care for the animals and, over the
course of six to nine months, proceeds from
milk sales reimbursed the cost of purchas-
ing the cattle.

Once that was accomplished, the fami-
ly could build on their dairy business and
help find other families who could benefit
from the same kind of help.

Although it took longer than expected
to find a reliable source of healthy cattle
and to secure experienced veterinary care,
the first round of the project went very
well, the field partner noted.

“We have seen significant poverty relief
in several families,” he said. “One widow
with two children ‘paid off” her cow quickly
and used the income to set up a small shop
on a nearby rail platform.”

Another woman with eight young chil-
dren “now has better food for her family,”
he added.

The project opens the door for econom-
ic development and helps families under-
stand God’s love for them and His desire to
give them abundant lives full of meaning
and hope, the worker said.

The women are encouraged when they
are given the opportunity to better provide
for their own families.

“Any humanitarian project takes on a
richer and deeper meaning for its recipi-
ents when they participate in the results,”
the field partner said.

“We clearly state from the beginning
that participation requires something
from them, and that they will, in turn, par-
ticipate in helping other members of their
community.”

Women who received the cattle were ea-
ger to give freely to others, he added.

“We were surprised by how willingly the
recipients shared their proceeds with oth-
er women and families in the same condi-
tion,” the worker explained. “Some of the
women learned a great deal about the care
of dairy cows and now can use these skills
to help themselves and other members of
their community.” (BP)



Take a

against child abuse

March 28, 2009

| 10 a.m.-Noon
For more information about specific locations in your

area or to register to participate,
visit WWW.OUNRISE.ORG

# Every 8.5 minutes, a child in Kentucky is reportedly abused or
g neglected. Statistics suggest that there are many more cases

that are unreported - children who aren’t being protected by the
adults in their lives. April is Child Abuse Prevention Mon t%
and, to kick off the month, Sunrise Children’s Services is hosting
an event to raise awareness in Kentucky.

These Take a Stand events will be held in nine major cities in
Kentucky:

e Danville e Elizabethtown * Morehead
 Lexington * Louisville e Owensboro

* Paducah * Pikeville * Somerset

To Take a Stand, Sunrise employees, friends and supporters will
gather donations and then stand for two hours on the side of a
well-traveled road to promote child abuse awareness. It’s like a
walk, but without the walking. This event is perfect for families
- and groups of all ages.

‘mkes The kids are counting on you. Will you give two hours

it and take a stand for them?

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT TAKE A
STAND, VISIT WWW.SUNRISE.ORG.

Sunrise CHILDREN'S SERVICES

Providing hope and healing to Kentucky’s abused,
neglected and at-risk youth for 140 years through
Christ-centered ministries.
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www.Sunrise.org



