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Zhu Min, a member of Boulder Chinese Baptist Church, sings during services. The immigrant church has adopted several Chinese

S

students at the nearby University of Colorado. (RNS photo by Susan Wang)

Chinese students find faith, and a home, in a foreign land

By Yu Miao

Boulder, Colo.—The baptismal pool
at Boulder Chinese Baptist Church
was filled with water as a small
woman dressed in a white robe,
inched down the stairs.

“This is Sister Wang Shuang,”
Pastor William Fu, a Taiwan na-
tive, said in Mandarin to his mostly
mainland congregation. “She came
to our church last September from
Chicago. Thanks for God’s grace,
she is willing to become His child.”

Clutched in the pastor’s arms,
Wang was immersed in the water.
Applause arose from the audience
as they sang, “What a joyful day. Oh

God, please wash away my sins.”

It was a moment Wang never

had anticipated when she first ar-
rived in the United States six years

ago from her native Guangxi prov-
ince, where generations had been
immersed in the official govern-
ment gospel of atheism.

“In two days, I will have my 29th
birthday,” she said in her testimony,
“but I got reborn today.”

In the three decades since the
end of the Cultural Revolution, dur-
ing which houses of worship were
destroyed and missionary workers
expelled, there has been a surge in
Chinese students and scholars like
Wang adopting Christianity in the
U.S., says Purdue University profes-
sor Fenggang Yang.

Wang’s Boulder Chinese Bap-
tist Church is one of about 1,000
Chinese churches scattered across
the US., by Yang’s estimate. The
Southern Baptist-affiliated congre-

Southern’s ‘new front door’

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary opened what President Albert Mohler

has called the school’s ‘new front door’ April 21 with a ribbon-cutting ceremony.
The Duke K. McCall Sesquicentennial Pavilion marks the seminary’s 150th anni-
versary and will serve as a welcome center to the campus and house the admis-
sions and security offices. The building, which took approximately eight months
to complete at a cost of $5.5 million, is named in honor of Southern Seminary’s
seventh president, McCall, who led the school from 1951-82. A dedication cer-
emony for the pavilion will be held during the Southern Baptist Convention’s an-
nual méeting in Louisville June 23-24. (Photo by Abigail McBroom)

gation only has between 50 and 55
registered members, and nearly all
came from mainland China. Most
are computer engineers in their
30s and 40s, and Pastor Fu pointed
out that 11 have Ph.D.’s and 29 have
master’s degrees.

To be sure, Christian groups have
been proselytizing to all varieties of
international students on college
campuses, but according to Yang,
Chinese students are some of the
most receptive.

At the University of Colorado’s
Boulder campus, incoming stu-
dents have their first contact with
Christianity the moment they land
at Denver International Airport.

Fu’s church acquires a list of the
students—with names, flight sched-
[ See Chinese students ... Page 8
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Paducah accountant
offers insights for
surviving financially
By Ken Walker

State Correspondent

Paducah—After a decade of
writing a monthly column for
the Western Recorder, accoun-
tant Jeremy White has a nation-
wide audience devouring his fi-

: nancial insights.

Co-authored
with veteran At-
lanta financial
advisor Ron Blue,
White’s latest
book—"“Surviving
Financial Melt-
down”—has sold
about 120,000
copies.

That ranked it
No. 9 on April’s
bestseller list re-

leased by CBA, a Christian book
industry trade organization.

“I summarize it as the Lord
opened the door and I stumbled
over the threshold,” White said
of his launch into the national

“spotlight. “I enjoy taking techni-
cal information that often over-
whelms people and boiling it
down to practical, nugget-sized
pieces.”

The son of longtime Baptist
pastor Jerrell White and Con-
nie White, the certified pub-
lic accountant also is a deacon
at First Baptist Church of Pa-
ducah.

His book career originated
with an article submission to a
newsletter published by long-
time Christian financial advi-
sor, the late Larry Burkett.

The head of Christian Finan-
cial Concepts (now Crown Min-
istries) liked what he saw and
invited White to submit other
articles. That led to a 2002 book
0 See Jeremy White’s ... Page 3

Jeremy White

SBC ACP: Missions giving up,
baptisms, members down

Nashville—Southern Baptists gave
2.3 percent more to missions last
year despite the economic down-
turn, but they lost members and
baptized the fewest number of peo-
ple since 1987, according to the de-
nomination’s Annual Church Profile
report, compiled by LifeWay Chris-
tian Resources in conjunction with
Baptist state conventions.

Total giving to missions reached
$1.36 billion in 2008. Through the
denomination’s Cooperative Pro-
gram and special mission offer-
ings, local churches voluntarily pool
funds to support mission efforts
in their states, throughout the na-
tion and around the world. For ex-
ample, Southern Baptists support

more than 10,500 missionaries who
engage nearly 1,200 people groups
throughout North America and
around the world.

In addition, CP funds support six
seminaries, the International Mis-
sion Board, North American Mis-
sion Board and other SBC entities.
At the state level, CP funds support a
variety of ministries including chil-
dren’s homes, disaster relief efforts,
colleges and universities and much
more.

“Southern Baptists are among
the most generous and mission-
minded people in the world,” said
Thom Rainer, president and CEO of
LifeWay. “They will give even when
[ See ACP report ... Page 6
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Carver School’s rehirth continues

Social-wotk program bIooms in new setting at Campbellsville University campus

By Peter Smith
Louisville Courier-Journal

Campbellsville—In a small classroom
building at the Baptist university here, stu-
dents stood before their peers and outlined
ways to make good on slogans covering the
walls that urged them to fight poverty and
“make a difference.”

They gave presentations on agencies
they “created” to help young mothers, res-
cue abused children and mediate fami-
ly disputes. While the agencies were ficti-
tious, the students were honing real-world
skills they will need as graduates of the
Carver School of Social Work at Campbells-
ville University.

“I have always had an interest in helping
people,” said student Angela Pace, whose
work with orphans in Romania prompted
her to seek a social-work degree. “I love the
program here. I love that it’s faith-based.”

Pace and her classmates are part of a
slow revival of a program that was shut-
tered in one Southern Baptist setting in
Louisville before finding a home in anoth-
er about 80 miles away.

More than a decade ago, Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary closed its Carver
School of Church Social Work, which was
the nation’s only seminary-based social-
work program.

That decision, one of the signature epi-
sodes in the tumultuous rightward shift at
the seminary in the 1990s, came after the
seminary’s leaders concluded that contem-
porary social-work values were incompati-
ble with its mission.

Campbellsville University came to the
opposite conclusion.

It acquired the Carver name from the
seminary in 1998 along with library mate-
rials, scholarship funds and a century-old
heritage of blending religious values with
human services.

In the past decade, the Carver School at
Campbellsville has granted 136 bachelor’s
degrees in social work. The seminary only
offered master’s degrees in social work.

And it achieved a milestone this year
when it began offering social-work courses
at the master’s level, the first at the Carver
School since 1997, when it granted its final
11 social-work degrees at the seminary.

Six students are in the first year of the
master’s-level social-work classes. Carver
School Dean Darlene Eastridge is optimis-
tic it will grow. “It’s a very exciting time for
us,” she said.

“I can’t speak for what happened at the
seminary,” she added. “All I can speak for is
here. (Social service is) very much a part of
... who we are as a school.”

The Carver School is no direct trans-
plant, however, as it has had to recruit new

Longtime pastor George Gaddie dies at age 92
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faculty and seek accreditation on its own.

And while Campbellsville received
some of the old Carver School’s funding,
the Southern Baptists’ Woman’s Mission-
ary Union—which handles the old Carver
School’s endowment—also has used those
funds for other Baptist university pro-
grams, such as a large social-work program
at Baylor University in Texas and a women'’s
leadership program at Samford University
in Alabama.

Those programs reflect the heritage of
the Carver School, founded in 1907 to train
Baptist women for missions and social ser-
vices. By the 1950s, the school had evolved
into a co-ed social-work program, named
for early supporter and seminary professor
W.O. Carver.

The Carver School merged with the sem-
inary in 1963. It became a battleground in
the 1990s, when the seminary came under
more conservative leadership.

Seminary President Albert Mohler fired
Carver School Dean Diana Garland when
she sought to hire a professor who favored
the ordination of women, which the semi-
nary officially opposes.

Seminary trustees closed the school af-
ter concluding in a study that “consider-
able differences exist in the structures, pro-
cesses and issues of social-work education
and theological studies.”

The code of ethics of the National Asso-
ciation of Social Workers prohibits, among
other things, advancing one’s religious in-
terests in professional settings and discrim-
inating on the basis of such factors as sexu-
al orientation.

The code posed challenges to the semi-
nary’s central emphasis on evangelism and
its opposition to homosexuality.

Mohler said in an interview that a social-
work program would represent “for any
Christian institution, a significant point of
stress, given some of the values and prac-
tices adopted within the social-work pro-
fession.”

He said he was not familiar with Camp-
bellsville’s program, but hopes it can meet
those challenges. “It is good to see that
the program is continuing under a differ-
ent sponsorship, and I certainly wish them
well.”

Campbellsville is affiliated with the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention which confirms
Campbellsville’s trustees and helps fund
the college. It has grown from 1,615 to 2,601
students in the past decade, while adding
several academic programs. Campbellsville
has operated as a college since the 1950s,
gaining university status in 1996.

Whereas the seminary trains professed
Christians to be church leaders, the liber-
al-arts college provides a “faith-oriented

ik

environment” while admitting students
“whether they have any faith perspective or
not,” President Michael Carter said.

Socialwork graduates learn that for
many clients in crisis, “their faith plays an
important role,” he said, “but there won’t
be a proselytizing process.

“The world is a diverse place, and we be-
lieve as Christians we’re called to live in a
diverse world,” Carter said. “That doesn’t
mean we have to adopt the values of the
world but we need to live out an ethic of
caring, compassion and concern.”

That suits Tony Rutherford, one of the
first six students to enroll this year in the
first master’s level class in social work.

“I think if we just respect the dignity of
each individual, it pretty much takes care
of the rest of it,” he said.

Erlene Grise-Cwens, a former Carver
School professor now at Spalding Univer-
sity, was glad to hear of the Campbellsville
program’s growth, while also noting that
master’s social-work programs at Spalding,
Baylor and elsewhere were created in part
to fill the void left by the Carver School.

“You can’t replicate” the original Carver
program, she said. “It was what it was and
it is no longer, but there are other entities
that the Carver School was the seed for.”
Reprinted with permission from the Louisville Courier-
Journal

Western Recorder, KBG staff

Campbellsville—George Gaddie, a longtime
Kentucky Baptist pastor, died April 12. He was
92 years old.

After being ordained to the gospel minis-
try in 1942, Gaddie served as pastor at church-
es in Kentucky and Ohio. A Campbellsville na-
tive, he was pastor at several churches in that
area, including Cane Valley Baptist Church,
Friendship Baptist Church, Good Hope Bap-
tist Church, Mount Roberts Baptist Church and
Salem Baptist Church. He also served at Brad-
fordsville Baptist Church, Edmonton Baptist
Church, Mackville Baptist Church and Yuma
Baptist Church in Elk Horn.

As an area missionary in Ohio in 1955, he
started South Toledo Baptist Church the first

Southern Baptist congregation in that city.
Gaddie graduated from Campbellsville Uni-
versity (then Campbellsville Junior College) in

1942. He also was a graduate of Georgetown

College and Southern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary in Louisville..

Later, Gaddie served as a member of Camp-
bellsville’s board of trustees and was an orig-
inal member of the school’s President’s Club
and Church Relations Council.

He is survived by his wife, Wilma, two sons
and two daughters, four grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren. His first wife, Shirley, died
in 1949.

Funeral services were held April 15 at a
Campbellsville funeral home.
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honored with BCA awards

Nashville—Staff members of the
Western Recorder and Kentucky
Baptist Convention’s communica-
tions team recently were honored
with four awards from Baptist Com-
municators Asssociation.

The 2009 Wilmer C. Fields Awards
Competition honors were presented
April 17 in Nashville.

The winners were:

® Western Recorder News Direc-
tor Drew Nichter, first place for his
news coverage of Kentucky Baptists’
disaster relief work with New Or-
leans residents who were evacuated

rot e
&g e bedlg e

to Louisville when Hurricane Gustav
hit the Gulf Coast last September.

mKBC Director of Communica-
tions Robert Reeves, first place for
the Kentucky Baptists Connect Prog-
ress Report.

®KBC media team of Larry Bran-
nin and Jonathan Johnston, second
place for their video production of
“Celebrate God’s Love.”

mKBC Electronic Media Special-
ist Brenda Smith, honorable men-
tion for her production of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention’s 2007 An-
nual on CD-ROM.
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CP receipts still
behind budget
through March

Louisville—Seven months into
the fiscal year, Kentucky Bap-
tists have given $13,348,709
- through the Cooperative Pro-
gram, leaving totals behind bud-
get by 4.65 percent. .
The CP budget for the 2008-
09 fiscal year is $24 million. Ac-
cording to KBC Business Servic-
es Team Leader Lowell Ashby,
‘$14 million was needed through
March to stay on budget.
Last month, Kentucky Bap-

tists gave more than $1.8 mil-

lion through CP. According to
Ashby, CP receipts now are be-
hind budget by $651,291 for th

fiscal year. i

CP giving also remain
slightly behind last year’s pace
by $212,311 (1.6 percent). Ken-
tucky Baptists gave $13,561,020
through CP over the same peri-
od in the 2007-08 fiscal year.

“In the midst of a difficult
year, Kentucky Baptists are ris-
ing to the challenge to continue
their faithful support through
CP,” noted Billy Compton, KBC’s
executive associate for Cooper-
ative Program and resources.
“The needs of those impacted by
CP missions and ministries have
not changed and are still best
addressed through our strong
cooperation.”

The Cooperative Program is
the plan Southern Baptists use
to fund missions causes at the
state, national and internation-
al levels. The program provides
foundational support for inter-
national and North American
missionaries; state convention
mission work; training and oth-
er help for local churches; Bap-
tist organizations; and more.
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Cumberlands dedicates new residence hall

Williamsburg—University of the
Cumberlands celebrated its newest
building, the Lenora Fuson Harth
Residence Hall, with a dedication
ceremony at the Williamsburg cam-
pus April 21.

The building is named for Le-
nora Fuson Harth who made the
building possible. A Williamsburg
native, Harth contributed the funds
for the new building in memory of
her daughter, Deborah Leah Harth.
Completed in December 2008, the
dormitory opened at the beginning
of the spring semester and now
houses 96 female students.

The ceremony was highlighted
by a performance by the Vintage
Dance Society of Lexington, accom-
panied by several members of the
Lexington Philharmonic Orchestra.
The group demonstrated a variety
of dances from the mid-19th centu-
ry, all composed in Kentucky or by
Kentuckians. Harth’s nephew, Mer-
rill Fuson, a member of the dance
troupe, arranged the performance
in his aunt’s honor.

Health concerns kept Harth,
who lives in California, from at-
tending the ceremony. Relatives
and friends represented her and
she received a video of the event.
Sister-in-law Ruth Fuson said Le-
nora would have been pleased and
thinks the residence hall is beauti-
ful. “It’s wonderful. It’s something
that truly came from (Lenora’s)
heart. She wanted to do it for years,
and it’s finally materialized.”

The building sits below the cam-
pus’ other dormitories—Gillespie
Hall, Robinson-Cook Hall, Siler Hall
and Mahan Hall—facing downtown,
and is the first building to greet
campus visitors. The 25,842 square-
foot building contains 12 suites,
each containing four two-person
rooms, a bathroom and a com-
mon room. The suites are arranged
around an open, two-story lounge,

with balconies on two sides above,
offering the feeling of openness. In
the lounge, portraits of Lenora Fu-
son Harth and Deborah Leah Harth
are displayed on each side of the en-
trance into the main hall.

The new residence hall has re-
ceived rave reviews since the first
students moved in at the begin-
ning of the spring semester earli-
er this year.

The building features several
amenities for its residents includ-
ing a laundry room, study rooms, a
computer room, vending machines
and an elevator which makes Harth
Hall accessible to residents with dis-
abilities.

“It’s awesome,” said Bess Ander-
son, Harth Hall head resident, who
oversees the building and the stu-
dents who live there. The dormitory
is “well-planned, (has) larger rooms,
and the office could not have been
better planned.”

During the dedication program,
three of Harth Hall’s residents, Stu-
dent Government Association Pres-
ident Brittney House, a senior; Ma-
rissa Lobacz, a junior; and Candice
Mack, a junior, each thanked Leno-
ra Fuson Harth for the opportunity
to live and learn in such a wonder-
ful environment.

In his remarks, Cumberlands
President Jim Taylor expressed grat-
itude on behalf of the university.
Williamsburg Mayor Roddy Harri-
son presented a key to the city to
Harth’s nephew George Martin,
who accepted on her behalf.

The ceremony concluded as the
audience, led by Linda Carter, dean
of student life, read a litany of ded-
ication to dedicate Lenora Fuson
Harth Hall to “God’s Glory, ... God’s
service (and) ... as a place where God
may work through the years to cre-
ate Christian women to lead and
serve in His name.”

DEDICATION University
of the Cumberlands
dedicated its newest
campus building April 21,
the Lenora Fuson Harth
Hall. The building is named
for Williamsburg native
Lenora Fuson Harth, who
contributed funding for
the dormitory in memory
of her daughter. Harth
Hall, which was officially
opened in January, now
houses nearly 100 female
students. The 25,842
square-foot residence
hall contains 12 suites,
each containing four two-
person rooms, a bathroom
and a common room. [t
also has a laundry room,
study rooms, a computer
room, vending machines
and an elevator, making
it accessible to residents
with disabilities.

Jeremy White’s new hook explores what it takes to survive financially

Continued from page 1

with Burkett, which was aimed at people
over 50, and eventually to an introduction
to Blue.

“Surviving Financial Meltdown” is
White’s sixth book, but none has sold as
well as the latest. It was released in January
by Tyndale House Publishers.

A quick read at 127 pages, it reviews
such topics as preparing for economic un-
certainty, taking a “financial physical,” set-
ting long-term goals and building emergen-
cy savings. An appendix includes 40 mon-
ey-saving tips.

Recently Tyndale posted a free, 11-page
discussion guide for use with the book. It
can be downloaded at www.Tyndale.com.

White said he and Blue discussed doing
a book last summer when gasoline prices
had skyrocketed and economic uncertain-
ty was spreading across the nation.

At one point Tyndale suggested using
“meltdown” in the title, a suggestion the
authors initially resisted for fear it would
be alarmist.

However, as they worked on the materi-
al and the stock market began its historic
plunge, White said they realized meltdown
described exactly what was happening.

Still, he said he hopes readers will come
away reassured that God is in control and
their financial picture can improve if they
follow biblical principles.

~ views.

“There are principles the Bible teach-
es,” said White, a partner in the firm of
Blythe, White and Associates in Paducah.
“There has been so much noise in the me-
dia, so much worry and stories about how
bad things are.

“God’s not surprised by what
happened in the economy and
neither should we worry about
1=

Despite the book’s acclaim,
White acknowledged that he is
not that good at local promo-
tion, with the title receiving
little notice in Paducah, other
than from regional radio inter-

The author did receive a
warm reception at the city’s Gos-
pel Mission Worship Center. The non-de-
nominational church invited him to speak
at a Sunday evening service back in March.

Coming on the heels of the ice storm
that paralyzed much of Western Kentucky,
White’s insights into setting aside funds for
emergencies were quite timely, according
to the church’s education minister Todd
Dotson.

“For him to follow up on that was phe-
nomenal,” said Dotson, whose church pur-
chased copies of the book for every family
that attended the service.

“He talked about financial goals, paying

SURVIVING

Financial Meltdown

. RONBIUE
JEREMY WHITE, CPA

down debt, an emergency fund and how
much money you should have (set aside). I
applaud him for bringing that out.”

Bill Whitaker, pastor of Glasgow Baptist
Church, also found the book worthwhile,
calling it well-written and biblically-based.

Although he has not used it
for any classes, he plans to rec-
ommend it to his church, which
in the past has been through Fi-
nancial Peace University. Those
classes are sponsored by finan-
cial talk show host and author
Dave Ramsey’s organization.

“I think it’s a good resource
for small groups and personal
and family use,” noted Whitak-
er, the former president of Clear
Creek Bible College in Pineville.
“There’s a great section in the book on sug-
gestions for saving money.”

Although White’s book has not been
used for any studies at his home church,
either, First Baptist Pastor Todd Brady has
drawn encouragement from its advice, as
well as its wisdom about holistic steward-
ship.

“In January, we put out a recommended
reading list and his book is one we recom-
mended,” Brady recalled. “I've heard people
talking about it. He has a wise perspective
about money and he has a heart for God.”

That heart includes a faith that looks to

God before circumstances. White said lis-
tening to the news media more than God’s
voice is one of the worst mistakes people
can make during times of economic dis-
tress,

Another is making fear-based decisions
without a long-term focus, one reason he
advises clients not to remove money from
the stock market.

White also counsels people to retain fi-
nancial flexibility, saving money and avoid-
ing debt so various downturns do not
threaten their future.

Even those who find themselves unem-
ployed can take steps to deal with the loss
of a job, he explained.

Among the steps White suggests are cut-
ting back on discretionary spending, ad-
mitting the need for help, seeking outside
counsel and searching for alternate sources
of income, whether a part-time job or side
business venture.

In addition, his book advises setting
long-term financial goals.

“It helps people to focus their thinking
and gives them a clear outline in making
decisions,” White said. “We think goal-set-
ting is part of a relationship with God—let-
ting God direct those goals.

“They shouldn’t be written in stone. As
we say in the book, don’t write them in con-
crete, but write them in sand so God can re-
direct and change them.”
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Pleasant Hill dedication

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church in Campbellsville, Taylor
County Association, recently dedicated a new family life
center to help its ministry to the community. It is a growing
church and looks to have a great future ahead of it.

The new facility includes a large kitchen, four class-

rooms, an elevator, a gym and a wonder-
Parinersin  ful entrance area. The total cost was about
i $1.1 million.
mﬂ Mlssmn The church had been discussing the
need for the facility for months when a
former member, who lived in California,
left the church a significant gift. This gift
encouraged members to move forward
with the building project.

The church has experienced steady
growth during the past five years with a
28 percent growth in undesignated gifts.
Pleasant Hill has a large Sunday school en-
rollment of youth and young adults.

The church was founded in 1840 and has twice suffered
the loss of its facilities to fire.

Throughout this building program, the church has main-
tained its commitment to missions. Last year, the church
gave 29.4 percent, or $66,922, of its undesignated receipts to
support missions through the Cooperative Program.

By Aug. 31 of this year, the church expects that it will
have given a total $1.5 million to missions through CP. More
than $750,000 of that amount has been given since 1994.

Pastor James Jones has long been one of our state’s stron-
gest advocates of the Cooperative Program. His church leads
by example in working locally to share the gospel while si-
multaneously reaching out to the state, nation and world.

A capacity crowd of about 350 enjoyed a wonderful meal
in the new facility.

During the dedication service, Minister of Music Denis
Santos, a ladies ensemble and members of the congregation
provided special music.

Pastor Jones commended the church’s Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union director Regina Graham for helping to keep
the church focused on missions. Testimonies and prayers
during the service gave evidence of Pleasant Hill’s strong
commitment to its mission.

Recognition also was provided for the building commit-
tee, for Donnelly Architecture of Lexington, for Blevins Con-
struction of Campbellsville and for the subcontractors who
worked with the construction.

Pastor Jones paid tribute to the church’s members for
their unity and support of the building program. Other
leaders indicated their intention to retire the $500,000 debt
as soon as possible.

Pastor Jones and Kenny Willis, with his guitar, closed the
service with a duet of “I've Been Working on the Building”
to rousing participation by the audience.

It was a privilege to bring the dedication message and
to represent all Kentucky Baptist Convention and Southern
Baptist Convention causes. We all feel deep appreciation for
Pleasant Hill’s sacrificial support of missions through the
Cooperative Program.

Bill Mackey is executive director of the Kentucky Baptist Convention

By Bill Mackgy

Staying true to what you believe

Would you be tempted to hedge your answer a little
bit and soften your convictions to achieve your dream?

Carrie Prejean, Miss California, had to make exactly
that choice during the recent Miss USA Pageant in Las
Vegas. Though some feel her answer may have cost her
the crown, she stayed true to her Christian beliefs.

Prejean, a student at San Diego
Christian College and member of The
Rock Church, was asked by one of the
12 pageant judges: “Vermont recent-
ly became the fourth state to legalize
same-sex marriage. Do you think every
state should follow suit? Why or why
not?” She courageously replied, “We
live in a land where you can choose
same-sex marriage or opposite(-sex)
marriage. And you know what? I think in my country in
my family ... that I believe that a marriage should be be-
tween a man and a woman—no offense to anybody out
there—but that’s how I was raised ....”

Prejean later told NBC’s “Today” show host Matt Lau-
er that she was speaking “from my heart, for my beliefs,
and for my God.” And she has no regrets: “I wouldn’t
change a thing,” Prejean said.

Her answer was right from a historical perspective.

America was founded by religious dissenters who
were searching for religious freedom and the right to
worship as they desired. They spoke their convictions
freely and adamantly, and they granted that freedom
to others, even guaranteeing it in the Constitution. So
when anyone on national TV asks for an American citi-
zen’s opinion on a political issue that has religious bear-
ings, shouldn’t that person have the right to reply hon-
estly without fear of reprisal?

Prejean’s desire was not to offend, but only to ex-
press her sincere views. To do otherwise, “goes against
what I stand for,” she told Lauer. “When I am asked a
specific question, I am not going to stand in the middle.
I'm going to take one side or the other.”

Whenever we hear about someone being ridiculed,
scorned or punished for standing up for his or her Chris-
tian beliefs, our minds race to somewhere else in the
world. Certainly, such intolerance is not happening in
America—not to a contestant in the Miss USA pageant.

Her answer was right from a political perspective.

Though she has been accused of being politically in-
correct, bear in mind that voters in Prejean’s home state
of California voted last November to reverse a state Su-
preme Court ruling that legalized gay marriages. She
was voicing the same point of view that more than
7 million Californians expressed in November.

S
| By Todd Deaton

Furthermore, Vermont is only the fourth state to le-
galize gay marriage, following Massachusetts, Connect-
icut and Iowa. Forty-six other states have not voted to

* change the definition of marriage. In fact, at least three-

fifths have adopted marriage amendments, to preserve
the traditional definition.

Her answer was right from a bibli-
A “EI‘ cal perspective.

Prejean, who is studying to be an
elementary school teacher, reported-
ly volunteers with the international
ministry of Shadow Mountain Com-
munity Church, the Southern Baptist
congregation where David Jeremiah is
pastor. Last November, messengers to
the California Southern Baptist Con-
vention, meeting at Shadow Mountain, applauded Cal-
ifornia voters for their affirmation of traditional bibli-
cal marriage.

In a resolution, California Baptists expressed “heart-
felt gratitude to the ProtectMarriage.com coalition that
spearheaded the effort to restore and protect biblical,
traditional marriage in California and throughout our
nation.” In recounting biblical reasons for defining mar-
riage as between a man and a woman, they strongly en-
couraged churches and their members to “pray for, pro-
mote and uphold the biblical model of marriage.” South-
ern Baptists also have addressed the matter in resolu-
tions on numerous occasions at annual conventions.

In spite of the fact that her answer was called by the
judge who asked the question as “the worst ahswer in
pageant history” and she has faced scorn and rejection
from other pageant officials and some media, Prejean
was commended by the new Miss-USA Kristen Dalton
of North Carolina. On the day following Prejean’s inter-
view, Dalton said on the “Today” show: “The beauty of
America is that we all have a right to our own opinion.
I'm proud of her for speaking from her heart. She’s pas-
sionate for what she believes in.”

Well said, Miss USA. Prejean is a role model for us all.
Though she knew the moment she answered the ques-
tion that she was not going to win, she didn’t back away
from what she believes is right. As for not winning the
crown, she said, “It wasn’t what God wanted for my life
that night.”

Prejean believes that God was testing her character,
and that He has a greater purpose for her life. “I was
true to myself, and I know now I can go out and speak to
young people about standing up for what you believe in
and never compromising anything for anyone ... even if
itis the crown of Miss USA.”

He could have been distracted

By Bob Simpson
So much has been written about

lowered so the plane would glide
and not drop quickly.

He knew what he had to do. He did
not let any distraction dissuade him
from the main thing.

This reminds me of our Lord,

www.WesternRecorder.org

Board of Directors:

Floyd Price (chairman), London;

Skip Alexander (vice chairman),
Campbellsville;

Duane Bolin, Murray;

Bill Edmonds, Louisville;

Dan Francis, Erlanger;

f
Recorder

Louisville, KY 40253
(USPS 679-380)

TODD DEATON Chip Hutcheson, Princeton;
Editor Lanna Kilgore, Bowling Green;
DREW NICHTER Willis Polk, Lexington;

Linda Polley, Elizabethtown;
June Rice, Paintsville;

Wayne Spivey, Harrodsburg;
Rodney Travis, Hopkinsville.

“Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace
and the things by which one may edify another.” Romans 14:19

News Director

THOMAS C. TOWNSEND
Marketing & Business Manager

Western Recorder is published weekly 50 weeks a year by Western
Recorder Inc., an agency of the Kentucky Baptist Convention, Box 43969,
Louisville, KY 40253. For general information, to give news tips, or to place
an advertisement, call (502) 489-3535. Periodicals postage paid at
Louisville, Ky.

" POSTMASTER: Send address corrections to:
Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253.

To subscribe: Send $12.50 for a one-year, individual subscription.
Group subscriptions on the church budget plan are $10 per year. An
additional church newsletter service is available for churches of all sizes.

Captain Sully Sullenberger’s cool,
calm demeanor in the face of cer-
tain disaster. You will recall that he
was the pilot of the ill-fated U.S. Air-
ways flight 1549 that hit a flock of
birds shortly after takeoff from New
York’s LaGuardia airport on Jan. 15.
Sully is credited with saving the lives
of all 155 souls on board that plane.
It was the first time in 50 years of
commercial jet flight that the cap-
tain of a major aircraft executed one
of the most technically challenging
maneuvers, landing a jetliner on wa-
ter without any fatalities.

How did he do it? He did it with
incredible, laserlike focus. Some-
how he was able to overcome the
negative thinking that distractions
always engender. There were so
many things that could have dis-
tracted him. For example, he could
have been distracted by the fact that
he had no thrust from his silent en-
gines. Sully was 3,200 feet in the air,
without power, quickly falling to
earth. That would have freaked out
most of us right from the outset.

He could have been distracted by
how to keep the nose of the plane

He could have been distracted by
all the choices of where he might
possibly be able to put the plane
down. They included going back to
LaGuardia or trying to get to an al-
ternate airport in the New York met-
ropolitan area.

He could have been distracted by
the fact that no pilot in modern jet
aviation had ever pulled off a suc-
cessful water landing.

He could have been distracted by
how to align the plane with the riv-
er so as not to hit the George Wash-
ington Bridge.

He could have been distracted by
how to calculate the projected glide
path and then set the plane on wa-
ter at just the right angle. If the nose
or a wingtip hit the water as he ap-
proached, the plane could flip, spin
out, or snap in two.

He could have been distracted by
the boats in the Hudson River. He
knew he would have to pick a spot
that would give his passengers the
best advantage to be rescued.

There were these distractions
and many more. But, Captain Sul-
lenberger’s ‘focus -never wavered.

Jesus Christ. The Scripture says “he
steadfastly set his face to go to Jeru-
salem.” If there ever was a person
who embodied the essence of focus,
it was Jesus. Even at the age of 12, he
told his parents, “I must be about my
Father’s business.”

Focus is always the main issue.
Most of us are too easily distracted.
Even churches can be distracted do-
ing good things instead of the main
thing. Our main focus is, and must al-
ways be, to do what our Lord has com-
manded us to do. His last words to us
before He left the planet were to “go
and make disciples of all nations.”
That is all we need to stay focused on.
We need to simply ask, “What now?”
“What next?” and “What not?”

It’s the “What not?” part that is
the most critical to developing fo-
cus. We need to jettison anything
that distracts us. We need to free up
more bandwidth to be able to move
forward and do it with maximum fo-
cus. Jesus (and Sully) can teach us a
lot about how to focus.

Simpson is associate executive director for the
Baptist Convention of Mafy/and/Delaware and
editor-of BaptistLIFE.



OPINION

Predicting the future

By Jeremy White

Would you like to know the future? We discussed this re-
cently in our family. Everyone agreed that God is so wise in
not telling us what the future holds.

Could you imagine how difficult it would
S be to live day to day if you knew of a tragic
event to happen six months later? Would
you invest in relationships if you knew that
person would hurt you later or move away?

The one area, however, where it would be
helpful to know the future is the financial
market. I could invest better if I knew where
the market would be three months from now, or what in-
terest rates would be doing a year from now. But God has
not decided to give me that information.

FINANCIAL

FORUM

When one listens to the “experts” on the cable busi-,
ness news channels, the morning news shows, or Inter- *

net bloggers, it may appear they have an inside track. I tire
of getting phone calls from clients that start along these
lines: “Well, ‘they’ say the market is going to be down this
week.”

There is an old saying that economists have predicted
nine of the last five recessions. Although people in the me-
dia may appear to have significant credentials, they have
no idea what the stock market will be doing six days or six
months from now. Therefore, your investment decisions
should not be based on what the latest talking head is pre-
dicting. Find a financial advisor who can help you identify
your goals, assess your risk tolerance and suggest appropri-
ate investment solutions. A reputable financial advisor will
tell you there are risks and no guarantees. He or she will
not give you a market prediction like a weatherman. If they
do, then stay away.

Ultimately, the only certainty we have in the future is
from God and His promises. He has promised us that we
will have trouble in this world. He said wealth is uncertain.
He also has promised that He will provide for our needs
(not every want). He has promised we can choose a relation-
ship with Him while on this earth and an eternal relation-
ship with Him in heaven. Bank on those promises.

White is a CPA with Blythe, White & Associates in Paducah.
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Identification survey confirms need for being missional

By Randall Adams

For 150 years, historians misun-
derstood the reality of how Amer-
ica became a mostly Christian na-
tion. In church history, it was long
taught that following the Revolu-
tionary War, the spiritual climate
in America was at its lowest ebb and
that America might become a na-
tion of unbelievers. But then came
the Second Great Awakening, begin-
ning around 1800, and revival fires
swept the nation, setting her on a
Christian path.

The only problem with this read-
ing of history is that it is based most-
ly on one man’s observation, Lyman
Beecher, and Beecher held Method-
ists and Baptists in utter contempt.
He said Methodists and Baptists
were “worse than nothing,” and that
it was better for a town to have no
church than to have one of those.

We now know that God was do-
ing a great work in the 1780s and
1790s, but He was not working so
much through the established de-
nominations as He was through
those despised upstart groups, the
Methodists and Baptists, who were
planting hundreds of churches and
growing by the tens of thousands.
Astonishingly, Baptists grew every
year from 1776 through 1810, while
Beecher’s Congregationalists were
in steep decline.

In light of this, the church in
America has been handed a great
gift in the findings of the Ameri-
can Religious Identification Survey.
The survey reveals the megatrends
and microtrends of America’s reli-

gious identity, thus enabling us to
make informed decisions. Despite
the reality of decline in the Amer-
ican Church, the details have con-
firmed Baptists have chosen to travel
down some of the right roads, name-
ly our intentional focus on develop-
ing evangelism and church planting

_ strategies that are missional. These

include strategies to reach ethnic
peoples, young people and young
adults, as well as affinity groups
such as cowboys, bikers and oil field
workers, while not neglecting our
base constituency. Moreover, the sur-
vey reveals God is at work in reach-
ing younger adults in our state and
nation, even if we cannot see the ev-
idence of it in many of our Baptist
churches.

Allow me to make a couple of ob-
servations. First, many churches are
using their worship services as the
primary means of making a first
contact with the unchurched. The
concept of “seeker-sensitive” wor-
ship services emerged from the idea
that you attract the lost to a worship
service they will enjoy. The weak-
ness with this is that it is only ef-
fective with a certain group of peo-
ple—those who are most like us and
are looking for a church. It is not ef-
fective with people who are mostly
different from us, such as language
groups, immigrant communities, af-
finity groups such as cowboys, and
even those unchurched adults from
a younger generation than the ma-
jority of our adult members, Reach-
ing people who are different than
those we already have requires mis-

sional strategies rather than attrac-
tional strategies. Attractional strate-
gies are not wrong, but they are lim-
ited concerning the types of people
we can reach.

Second, a missional strategy
grossly neglected by most of our
churches is an emphasis on ongo-
ing personal evangelism training,
including regular evangelistic min-
istries outside the church building,
and evangelistic visitation that goes
beyond those who visit our church
services. There is a growing popula-
tion that cannot be attracted into
our churches. They will only be
reached when we go to them, much
as internationa! missionaries go to
their people.

How long has it been since your
church members were taught a way,
some way, to share Christ? How of-
ten do seasoned soul-winners in
your church take novices with them
to share the gospel? People who ac-
tively share the gospel in their ev-
eryday lives have learned to do so
because someone—some church—
helped them learn how to do it.

The challenge we face is to con-
tinue reaching those from our base,
while reaching those from other
groups and cultures as well. But it
is precisely our desire and ability to
do this that has made Southern Bap-
tists the most diverse religious body
in America—to the glory of God.

Randall Adams is leader of the church outreach
team of the Baptist General Convention of
Oklahoma. This article first appeared in

the April 2 issue of the Oklahoma Baptist
Messenger. Reprinted with permission.

Some preachers, long gone, keep on preaching

By Adelle Banks

Manassas, Va—On the Sunday af-
ter Easter, famed Southern Baptist
preacher Adrian Rogers appeared
on Trinity Broadcasting Network,
asking his congregation in subur-
ban Memphis to turn to a passage of
the Gospel of John.

“A Christian with a witness in his
heart is never at the mercy of a man
with an argument in his mouth,”
he said in the trademark deep voice
that has been heard on TV and ra-
dio for 22 years. “Learn that, my
friend.”

Within hours, James Kennedy
was on Ion Television, comparing
Americans who have drifted away
from God to secular humanism to
the New Testament’s prodigal son.

Both evangelical preachers,
along with radio broadcaster J. Ver-
non McGee, all have something in
common. They all died years—and
in McGee’s case, decades—ago.

Yet their messages continue via
TV, radio and the Internet, even as
some listeners probably don’t even
know they’re long gone.

“McGee, of course, is king of the
hill,” said Frank Wright, president
and CEO of the Virginia-based Na-
tional Religious Broadcasters. “He
is today the most widely listened-
to Christian broadcaster anywhere
in the world.”

The three broadcasters, Wright
said, remain on the airwaves be-
cause of their knack for telling
“timeless stories” and their focus on
the unchanging texts of the Bible.

When Wright worked at Kenne-

dy’s Center for Christian Statesman-,

ship in Washington 14 years ago, he
would listen to McGee on the radio
as he drove to the commuter-train
station.

“I listened to the guy for 3 and
a half years before I knew he was
dead,” Wright recalled. “I was capti-
vated by his kind of homey preach-
ing style and had no idea that he had
gone on to be with the Lord.”

Leo Karlyn, president of McGee’s
Thru the Bible Radio Network in
Pasadena, Calif, said the ministry,
which began in 1967, has expand-
ed to the Internet and added a Face-
book page a few months ago. He ex-
pects McGee would be surprised that
the ministry continues.

“He said, ‘T want you to play these
tapes until the money runs out,” and
the money has never run out,” Kar-
lyn said of McGee, who died at the
age of 84 in 1988. “We have great do-
nors and people who are interested
in what does the Bible really say.”

Both Kennedy, who died in 2007,
and Rogers, who died in 2005, set up
separate broadcast ministries that
have continued even as their pulpits
have been filled by successors.

Tullian Tchividjian, grandson of
evangelist Billy Graham, has been in
Kennedy’s pulpit at Coral Ridge Pres-
byterian Church in Fort Lauderdale,
Fla,, since Easter, but Kennedy is the
one seen on the television program,
“The Coral Ridge Hour.”

“Nothing has changed,” said John
Aman, spokesman for Kennedy’s
Coral Ridge Ministries. “We’ll con-
tinue to air Dr. Kennedy’s sermons
and provide occasional specials.”

Although the ministry made.sig-

nificant cuts in the number of sta-
tions that carried Kennedy’s ser-
mons after he died, it now reaches
the same percentage of U.S. house-
holds it reached before his death—
90 percent. Kennedy’s “Truths that
Transform” radio program airs on
544 radio outlets today, compared to
700 in 2006.

“His messages remain very time-
ly,” said Aman, citing an example
of a sermon that Kennedy preached
more than a decade ago on the fed-
eral deficit. It was resurrected in
March to air during the current eco-
NOMIC Crisis.

“We’re just trying to ... bring au-
diences the best of what he preached
that’s most appropriate to the time
and, surprisingly enough, we can of-
fer somevery relevant messages even
though he’s no longer with us.”

Bill Skelton, president and CEO of
Love Worth Finding, said the Tennes-
see ministry founded by Rogers runs
on about 13,000 U.S. television out-
lets and 1,800 radio stations world-
wide. His Internet sermons were
downloaded 1.7 million times last
year.

“His own words were, ‘While the
messenger’s gone home, the mes-
sage must continue,”” said Skelton,
who also is chairman of the NRB
board.

“It may sound a little bit maca-
bre to say this: I think as long as peo-
ple turn on their radio and turn on
their television sets and hear some-
body teaching and preaching truths
that are relevant to this life, the fact
that he is alive or not is really not
the important thing.” (RNS) ,
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Intimacy in covenant marriage

By Valerie Vincent

Q: Sometimes my husband desires sexual intimacy when I do
not. Sometimes I am tired and upset and do not feel like being inti-
mate. How am I supposed to respond?

A: According to Christopher McCluskey, a certified Chris-
tian therapist, and his wife, Rachel, it is essential to have a
clear theology of our sexuality. It is important to know what
God has designed for our sexuality. Scrip-
ture is clear that the covenant marriage is
the framework for expressing our sexuali-
ty. And yet even within the boundaries of
marriage, Christ looks at the heart of the
person. The McCluskeys offer these points
in their book “When Two Become One: En-
hancing Sexual Intimacy in Marriage”:

“God knew what he was giving us in sexuality, and he
knew its power. Sex is one of the most powerful forces in the
universe—for good or for evil. That is why God gave us such
clear guidelines for its proper use. When sex is used with-
in God’s guidelines, God is greatly glorified. When it is used
outside of those guidelines, God is blasphemed” (see 1 Cor-
inthians 6:18-20).

“The sex drive is extremely powerful and we must exer-
cise discipline over it so that we do not dishonor God in the
body. But we must always remember that we were created
to glorify'God in the body. ... And we do it through the join-
ing of our bodies as husband and wife, made in His image,
rejoicing in the delight of becoming one.”

There may be times one spouse is tired but offers them-
selves with an attitude of love. If the issue of being tired is
a constant, then the couple needs to evaluate the demands
on each of them and potentially restructure their lives to
ensure adequate rest.

Sex should not be a chore. God designed sex within a
covenant marriage to be a powerful form of communica-
tion, unique to that couple. God designed sex to be a way
of knowing and being known more fully than in any other
type of relationship. God designed sex to be sacred. Remem-
ber that your sex life is an integral part of your entire rela-
tionship. McCluskey reminds us that God has given sex to
express our love for each other in ways that words cannot.

Valerie Vincent is a Christian counselor with Hardy Assaciates in Louisville.
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SBC preschool, children’s registration underway—Registra-
tion now is open for families to enroll their children in pre-
school child care or the children’s conference June 21-24 in
conjunction with the Southern Baptist Convention’s annu-
al meeting in Louisville. For all information regarding reg-
istration, visit www.sbc.net and click on “2009 SBC Annual
Meeting,” then “Children/Students.” The deadline for pre-
school child care registration is June 1 and is limited to 150
children. The deadline for the children’s conference also is
June 1. The cost is $45 per child.

Southeastern not raising tuition—Trustees of Southeastern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C., have
approved a budget that will not raise tuition for students
next year and will not call for any job eliminations on cam-
pus. The budget did include an increase in housing rates
for next year because of rising costs related to lease and
debt payments.

NOBTS distance learning M.Div. approved—New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary trustees approved a new dis-
tance learning M.Div. track during their April 15 meeting
that essentially makes the seminary’s Online Learning
Center an extension center. The result is a fully accredit-
ed master of divinity degree program that requires only 30
hours of on-campus credit. The rest of the coursework may
be taken through the Internet or a combination of Internet
and extension center courses. The seminary currently has
45 hours of master’s-level coursework available online.

Missouri Baptists to vote on litigation funding—Messengers
to the Missouri Baptist Convention’s annual meeting in
October will vote on a recommendation from the conven-
tion’s executive board to spend Cooperative Program dol-
lars to fund future litigation against five breakaway en-
tities. The executive board unanimously approved a line
item of $468,957 for legal fees in a proposed $15.75 mil-
lion 2010 budget during its April 14 meeting in Jefferson
City, Mo.
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Southern to close School of Church Music

Louisville—Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary is closing its 65-
year-old School of Church Music
and Worship, combining it with the
School of Leadership and Church
Ministry into a new School of
Church Ministries.

The seminary’s board of trustees
approved the move, based on rec-
ommendation of a task force, at a
meeting April 21 at the Louisville
campus.

Starting this fall, faculty mem-
bers from both the School of Church
Music and Worship and the School
of Leadership and Church Minis-
try will serve within the School of
Church Ministries. Randy Stinson,
currently dean of the leadership

school, becomes dean of the new
school. Gregory Brewton, associate
professor of church music, will serve
as area coordinator over music and
worship.

Seminary President Albert Moh-
ler said the intent is to preserve the
tradition of the music school, which
has produced thousands of minis-
ters of music for Southern Baptist
churches over the decades, while
adapting to current trends.

“The bottom line is there has
been a substantial drop in the num-
ber of music students at the gradu-
ate level in Southern Baptist Conven-
tion seminaries,” Mohler said in an
interview.

He noted that the music school,

started in 1944 by then-seminary
President Ellis Fuller, currently is
at 30 percent of its optimal enroll-
ment. While a valuable program for
its time, Mohler said it is “not eco-
nomically viable today” to sustain a
stand-alone music school.

Mohler said about 80 percent
of ministers of music in Southern
Baptist churches also have another
staff assignment, like education or
youth, so by combining its music
and church-leadership programs the
seminary will “look more like the
churches” it serves.

He said the music faculty, which
currently numbers 11, will be down-
sized to the equivalent of four full-
time positions. (ABP)

ACP report: SBC baptisms at lowest point since ’87

Continued from page 1
they’re hurting so the spiritual and
physical needs of others are met.”
Offsetting the rise in giving,
along with a slight increase in the
total number of SBC churches and
primary worship attendance, was
the nagging reality that baptisms in
2008 fell for the fourth straight year
to 342,198, a decline of 1.1 percent
over 2007.

Focus on baptisms

“The numbers simply tell us that
Southern Baptists are not reaching
as many people for Christ as they
once did,” Rainer pointed out. “It
still takes 47 Southern Baptists to
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baptize one person for Christ. I pray
that all of our churches and our en-
tities will become totally focused on
obeying Christ’s commission so that
our convention will truly experience
a Great Commission resurgence.”
Baptism is a public act adminis-
tered by the local church in which
new followers of Christ are im-
mersed in water. Baptism symbol-
izes believers’ identification with
Jesus in His death, burial and res-
urrection; signifies their new life
in Christ; and anticipates the day in
which Christ will raise them from
the dead, demonstrating His victo-
ry over sin and death. Therefore, the
number of baptisms is a key mea-
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surement of the SBC'’s overall effec-
tiveness in evangelism.

Meanwhile, total SBC member-
ship fell by 38,482 (0.2 percent) last
year, to 16,228,438. Sunday school
enrollment dropped 123,817 (1.6 per-
cent) to 7,752,794.

Impacted categories and their
2008 totals include:

m Discipleship training enroll-
ment: 1,798,330.

mTotal tithes, offerings and spe-
cial gifts: $11.1 billion.

® Music ministry enrollment/par-
ticipation: 1,416,694.

m WMU enrollment: 795,379.

® Men/boys mission education en-
rollment: 403,575.
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What is camp & why do we do it?

Camp is the vehicle through
which students know Christ

By Patrick Greer
Crossings program director

What is camp?

Crossings is a camp. Camp is an
experience. It is not facilities, en-
vironment, music or preachers; it
is an experience. Camp is
part of a lifelong journey
to know God and to make
Him known. Camp is a re-
treat. Students can retreat
from the distractions of
life to focus on Christ.

Camp is intentional.
Students are given time
intentionally designed for
spiritual growth—time
they may not otherwise
take at home. Camp is re-
lationships. Relationships
are essential in impacting people’s
lives. Through relationships, the
Crossings staff can have an impact
on students’ lives. Through a rela-
tionship with Christ, students ex-
perience real and eternal life.

Camp is fun. Students experi-
ence the joy of being in relation-
ship with Christ through fellow-
ship with other believers. Camp
is a resource. Camp exists to serve
the church and build up the body
of Christ.

Why camp?

Camp is the resource that God
has given us at Crossings to accom-

Ky. Baptist
Assemblies

David Melber

plish His redemptive plan for hu-

manity through Jesus Christ. I be-"

lieve that as we intentionally build
relationships to create an experi-
ence where students can focus on
Christ and have fellowship with
other believers, we join God in His
plan. We do camp because we love
God and people and want to serve
both with our lives.

Through the experienc-
es I have had at camp, my
love for God and for peo-
ple has grown faster and
deeper than in any other
setting. Through the pow-
er of Christ working in
and through our lives, be-
ing able to provide that
same experience to stu-
dents gives us great joy. We
do camp because God has
given us a passion for it—
a strong desire to live out His call
on our lives through the camp set-
ting. Why do I do camp? I do it be-
cause I love it.

Through a relationship with
Jesus Christ, we experience grace,
mercy, freedom from sin, and fel-
lowship with the Creator of the uni-
verse. Camp gives us a voice to pro-
claim these truths to thousands of
students every year so they may
share in our joy of knowing Christ.
David Melber is president of Kentucky
Baptist Assemblies. Contact him at
Box 99918, Louisville, KY 42069-0918;
phone (502) 491-7000.

May is Foster Care Awareness Month

Foster parents serve Christ
as ‘in-home missionaries’

Sunrise Children’s Services pro-
vided a safe place and loving care
to 500 children last year through
our statewide network of foster
homes. In May during Foster Care
Awareness Month, we re-

member had to go to his school
each week because of a behavioral
problem. Aaron stabbed other chil-
dren with pencils and destroyed
seats on a school bus with a knife.
Eventually, Aaron began to heal.
The stable, positive environment
his foster parents provided changed
his life. This school year, he

member the need for more SIIIII'ISI! is excelling in third grade
nurturing foster parents  [fjjldpen’s by earning straight ‘A’s. He
and celebrate the successes sewinﬂs thrives in the county youth
of our Sunrise foster fami- basketball league and at-

lies. We appreciate them
for all they do as “in-home
missionaries,” answering
the call to minister to chil-
dren struggling with the
trauma of abuse, neglect
or family crisis.

No matter the difficul-
ties facing the children
who come to Sunrise for
refuge, our foster parents witness
extraordinary change in their
lives. Aaron, for example, was re-
moved from his home after suffer-
ing physical and sexual abuse. He
and his sister lived with an aunt,
but she could not handle Aaron’s
behavioral problems that stemmed
from the abuse. The 7-year-old
boy was placed in a Sunrise foster
home, his biological family hav-
ing completely failed him. Aaron’s
mother was in prison and his aunt
refused to allow him contact with
his sister.

Aaron’s behavior in foster care
did not improve at first. During
his first year in the home, either
his foster mother or a Sunrise staff

Visit us at www.WesternRecorder.org

Bill Smithwick

tends church regularly. He
has not had a single inci-
dent of bad behavior at
school this year. His teach-
er reports that Aaron pays
attention well and makes
friends easily. As proof, his
friends have invited him to
their birthday parties.

Aaron lost everything at
a very early age. But with the help
of Sunrise and wonderful foster
parents, he now is moving past the
deep pain of his childhood.

Please pray for our foster parents,
or “in-home missionaries,” who sac-
rifice personal privacy to share their
homes and families with innocent
victims of abuse. They do not live
“on the mission field,” the mission
field “lives with them.” If you think
God is calling you to foster hope in
a child, call us at (800) 456-1386, or
send an e-mail to info@sunrise.org.
Kids all across the state need us.

Bill Smithwick is president of Sunrise
Children’s Services. Contact Sunrise at
(502) 538-1000 or www.sunrise.org

For Heaven’s Sake

April 28, 2009
Mike Morgan

RAFFLE!...I SAID
WE CouLD RAISE
FUNDS FOR
OUR CHURCH
BY HOLDING A

RAFFLE!

David Ayers

| FINALLY MADE THE
(W) YOUTH DRAMA TEAM,

Bible Crosswords

Across

1 Places for the accident prone
(abbr.)

4 Things to do

9 “Festus said ... much learning
doth make thee ____”
(Acts 26:24)

12 “The trees of the Lord are full
of ____ 7" (Psalm 104:16)

13 First letter of Hebrew alphabet

14 Hullabaloo

15 “The Lord had prepared a
great fishto ____ up Jonah”
(Jonah 1:17)

17 Consumed

19 Noise or disturbance

20 “Have ____inyourselves, and
have peace one with another”
(Mark 9:50)

21 Star of Gigi

23 “The ____beguiled me, and |
did eat” (Genesis 3:13)

26 In a short time (arch.)

27 Swift mammals

28 Conjunction

29 Girl Scouts of America founder

30, =. il

31 Actor Vigoda

32 Maxwell Perkins, to F.S.
Fitzgerald (abbr.)

33 “For whosoever will ___his
life shall lose it” (Luke 9:24)

34 “| ... am persuaded that he is
__ to keep that which | have
committed” (2 Timothy 1:12)

35 Edible bugs, according to
Leviticus 11:22

37 “The ____ of them which have
reaped are entered into the
ears of the Lord” (James 5:4)

38 Feminine nickname

39 House or hog

40 Motif

42 0ld Testament book

45“_ . (2 words) the
Rose of Sharon”
(Song of Solomon 2:1)

46 “The good-shepherd giveth his
life for the ____ " (John 10:11)

48 Ascot, for one

49 Less than desirable abode

50 Certain amphibians

51 Stolen (collog.)

Down
1 Type of curve
2 Unrefined

THIS SCRIPT IS MY
DEBUT. | HOPE THAT
| MAKE A GOOD
IMPRESSION ON
MISS AMANDA.

IT'S JUST A
SHAME |
DON'T HAVE
\ ANY LINES.

By Evelyn Boyington

1 Z 3 5 6 74 8 10 |11
12 13 14

15 18

21 24 |25
26 28

29 3

32 34

35

38 39

40 |41 42

45 46 |47

49 50
3 “Yea, the ____hath found an 33 “There shall come forth a

house” (Psalm 84:3) rod out of the of Jesse”

4 Bird claw (Isaiah 11:1)
5 Oodles 34 Mideast resident
6 “Woe to the women that 36 “How long shall mine be

__ pillows to all armholes”
(Ezekiel 13:18)

7 Mess duty (abbr.)

8 “Like a lamb dumb before his
= (Acksi3:3d)

9 Dull finish

10 Summer quaff

11 Actor Ameche

16 “The first beast was like a
____"(Revelation 4:7)

18 European mountain range

20 Dried up; withered

21 One of the twelve spies sent by
Moses into Canaan
(Numbers 13)

22 Positively charged electrode

23 Jesus ____our souls

24 Duke or earl, for example

25 Isaiah describes these as
clapping their hands

27 Shanty; hut

30 “Why ____ thou me good?”
(Matthew 19:17)

31 “Like unto the Son of God;
____apriest continually”
(Hebrews 7:3)

exalted?” (Psalm 13:2)
37 Graduate degree tests (abbr.)
39 Regretted
40 Poetic contraction
41 trick
42 Teachers’ organization (abbr.)
43 ____ Grande
44 Jelled
47 “ , every one that
thirsteth” (Isaiah 55:1)

Last week’s solution
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Chinese students find faith, and a home,m a forelgn land

Continued from page 1

ules, e-mails, phone numbers and home address-
es—from the university’s Chinese Students and
Scholars Association. After picking them up at
the airport, church members take them grocery
shopping, buy them their first meal, and some-
times lend them their cell phones so students
may call families in China.

Yin Jing, a doctoral student in physics and
president of the CSSA at Boulder, said having
church members pick up students may not be
ideal, but students lack the time—and the cars—
to do the job themselves.

Most students are grateful for the Christians’
assistance, but not all feel at ease with it. Ye Yu
is a doctoral candidate in geophysics who came
to the U.S. in 2006. He was picked up at the air-
port by BCBC members and was provided tempo-
rary housing.

“My friend and I spent several days at Aunty
Yan’s house,” Ye recalled, using the Chinese cour-
tesy title for an elderly woman. At dinner on the
second day, Yan and her husband, both Chris-
tians, led the students in prayer. Ye admitted he
was not very comfortable with it but felt he had
to do it to show his gratitude.

Once the students settle down, church mem-
bers invite them to their houses for welcome par-
ties, and ferry them to Friday night fellowship,
which entails a free dinner, hymn singing and

Members prepare to celebrate Communion at Boulder
Chinese Baptist Church.

Bible studies.

The decision to adopt a new faith varies from
person to person, but observers say many Chinese
conversion stories typically involve some sort of
personal crisis—a failed marriage, domestic con-
flict, self doubt or fear of death.

Yang said the rapid rate of Chinese student
conversions cannot be fully explained by individ-
ual crises, nor by successful evangelism efforts,
but rather by the modernization in China that is
pushing many Chinese toward seeking a new sys-
tem of meaning.

“China is undergoing rapid and dramatic so-
cial changes that have brought (social unrest),
and Christianity provides a spiritual and moral
framework to put things in personal life and larg-
er society in order,” Yang said.

But in a search for meaning, why not choose
a more traditional Eastern religion, such as Bud-
dhism or Taoism? For one, Christianity is easier to
find in the U.S. than a Buddhist or Taoist temple.
Yan Yushu, a master’s student at Boulder’s East
Asian and Civilization program, said she thinks
that most Chinese students are simply ignorant
about their native religions.

“In China, we don’t get to study anything
about Buddhism or Taoism,” she noted. “We are
taught that those are feudalist superstitions.”

Perhaps more than anything, the main reason
students are opting for Christianity is the same
one that has attracted immigrants of all stripes
for generations: a place where they can find com-
pany, speak their native language, and in some
cases, get free food.

“Some students stop coming after a while be-
cause they were like, ‘We can’t eat the free din-
ner without converting.” But my skin is thick,”
Ye said.

Church members, meanwhile, admit they do

« -not always see the fruit of theirlabors, but like ev-

ery missionary effort, they are content to simply
live with the effort. “A lot of the time we are just
sowing seeds,” said Zhan Min, a BCBC member.
“We planted the seeds in their heart, and you nev-
er know when they might sprout.” (RNS)

WORSHIP Members of Boulder Chinese Bapt/st Church in Boulder Colo., have taken
in several Chinese students at the nearby University of Colorado, wh/ch has intro-
duced them to Christianity. (RNS photos by Susan Wang)
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Meet the class of 2009, part

Her world in turmoil, “Sandy” finds
purpose, new perspective at Oneida

Few challenges in a child’s life can cause
things to go wrong quicker than the breakup
of the family unit. Oneida certainly is not alone
when it comes to working with students who
have not done well after parents go their sepa-
rate ways. “Sandy” (not her real name) has only
met her father once or twice and has no
memory of those meetings. When she
was 9, her mother decided to leave San-
dy in the care of her grandparents. About
60 percent of today’s youth live in single-
parent or blended families. The last time
I checked, some 80 percent of Oneida’s
students are in the same situation.

Over the years I have worked with a lot
of students who were suffering the con-
sequences of not having an intact family.

ents feel they have no choice but to go
their separate ways. I also know that many chil-
dren struggle with personal issues as a result.

Here is part of what Sandy wrote in her se-
nior essay:

“Idid not grow up in the typical perfect Ameri-
can family with a mother and a father in my daily
life. I have been raised by my grandparents from
the age of 9. ...Ihad days when I would be in a bad
mood for no reason. I started to do things I knew
I was not permitted to do and I let my friends in-
fluence me. I became a follower instead of a lead-
er. (After her grandfather passed away, the deci-
sion was made to move to Cincinnati.) When we
moved to Cincinnati at the beginning of my soph-
omore year, I ... became unhappy and resentful.
Everything was so different; even the traffic was
at a rushed pace.

This i Oneida

o

“At my new school I put up a wall around me
because I was scared of not being accepted. ...I had
no close friends (and) I was scared of the unfamil-
iar and rejection from my peers. Before attending
Oneida I had nothing to look forward to at the
end of the day except coming home from school,
which was my security blanket. ... So my grandma
and I decided to give Oneida a try.

“Oneida was a breath of desperately needed
fresh air and a chance for me to start over.
I have fallen in love with Oneida because
of the close-knit relationships and the in-
dependence I have experienced. ... It feels
good to be responsible for myself and my
actions. ... I believe I have become a re-
sponsible person. ... Oneida has given me
a firm foundation.

“The most important thing I have
gained is the knowledge of who I am,
an individual who is no longer scared to

I understand there are times when par- W.F. Underwood stand out.Ididn’t know who I was before,

but now I am (an) independent, respect-
ful, intelligent young striver who wants to and
will go out and do great things for others. I am
someone who wants to make a difference in the
world. I truly believe that Oneida has given me
the tools that I needed to go out into the world
and conquer it and all my dreams.”

I am not sure Sandy will be able to “conquer”
the world or see her dreams fulfilled. I know that
she came to us confused and overwhelmed with
her world. We have helped her gain self-confi-
dence and a new perspective on life. When she en-
rolled, Sandy said she wanted to “learn to talk to
people I do not know and do better in school.” I
can proudly say she has succeeded at both.

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool org

..................

Single life at Clear Creek

Petree reflects on campus
life as a single student

“It’s hard to believe that four
years have gone by so fast,” said se-
nior Luke Petree, who will be grad-
uating in May. He shared some of
his memories of Clear Creek.

“lI was at a vocation-
al college four years ago
studying computers,” Luke
recalled. “God began to
convict my heart about a
call to ministry. I talked
to my dad and he suggest-
ed I look at Clear Creek.
Now four years later I am
getting ready to graduate.
I have really enjoyed my
time here.

“I always enjoyed being
a single student,” he said.
“I loved being able to live in Kelly
Hall and hang out with all the oth-
er students in the great room.”

Kelly Hall houses our single
male students and has a large
room upstairs called the “great
room” where students can gath-
er for studying, recreation and fel-
lowship.

“We have a lot of talented peo-
ple on campus,” Luke noted. “I will
always remember the great times
of fellowship we had when we
would meet upstairs in the great
room and all the guys would pull
out their guitars and we would
have some late-mght jam sessions.

........ DR

Clear Creek
Chronicle

Donnie Fox

“My favorite class was on the
study of cults with Dr. Hughes,
our missions and evangelism pro-
fessor” Luke recalled. “I appreciat-
ed the opportunity to learn about
what other people believe. It is al-
ways good to know what others be-
lieve when you are trying to share
Christ with them.”

Luke may be graduat-
ing next month but his ed-
ucational journey is not
over. “I plan on continu-
ing my education at Liber-
ty University,” he said.

“I'will be moving to the
campus after I graduate to
study full time there in
Lynchburg, Va. I will be
pursuing my master’s de-
gree in counseling. I feel
the Lord leading me to a
counseling ministry.

“My heart has a burden for
helping people through some of
their struggles. I feel the Lord
may one day lead me to serve on a
church staff as a counselor.

“I also hope to be able to teach
counseling at the college level
some day.”

Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek
Road, Pineville, KY 40977, toll-free:
(866) 340-3196; Web site: www.
ccbbe.edu; e-mall dfox@ccbbc edu
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Study: Religious
donors don’t plan
to stop giving

Chicago—Despite the econom-
ic downturn, more than half of
actively religious donors plan to

give the same or more to char-

itable causes in 2009 as they
did last year, a new survey in-
dicates.

Cygnus Applied Research, a
Chicago-based international re-
search firm, completed a sur-
vey of U.S. donors to charitable
causes. It found that 57 percent
of actively religious donors said
they expected to give more or
the same amount to charitable
causes as they did in 2008.

Researchers found that more
than a third (37 percent) of do-
nors described themselves as
“actively religious.” About a
quarter (24 percent) said they
were “not at all religious.”

More than a quarter (28 per-
cent) of the most religious do-
nors who planned to increase
or maintain their level of giving
cited a sense of obligation. They
said they would do so because
they made commitments be-
fore the economy worsened and
intended to stick with them.

The study found that 43 per-
cent of actively religious re-
spondents remained serious-
ly committed to giving in the
face of economic uncertainty,
compared to 23 percent of those
who were not religious at all.

“Religious conviction is the
only relevant characteristic that
statistically differentiates these
highly committed donors,” the
study concluded.

About a quarter of active-
ly religious donors said “it was
too soon to tell” how much they
would give in 2009; 17 percent
said they expected to give less.
(RNS)
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Day of Prayer events overshadowed by politics

By Adelle Banks

Washington—Every year between 2001 and
2008, former President George W. Bush’s cal-
endar was cleared on the first Thursday in
May to mark the National Day of Prayer in
the White House East Room with prominent
evangelicals.

Now the Obama White House is facing
questions of inside-the-Beltway etiquette:
Should Obama maintain the open door to
conservative critics like James and Shirley
Dobson, and if so, should they accept?

Or, will the White House have an official
observance at all?

With those questions unanswered lead-
ing up to the annual observance, the Nation-
al Day of Prayer Task Force, headed by Shirley
Dobson, is moving ahead with other plans.

“We’re not the coordinators of that
event,” said Brian Toon, vice chairman of
the task force. “That’s controlled completely
by the White House. We have been honored
to be guests at the event in the past, but we
have not heard a peep from them.”

In years past, Toon noted, a White House
liaison has contacted the ministry at least a
month in advance to ask about their partic-
ipation in the White House events that fea-
tured music, Scripture readings and remarks
by the president and Shirley Dobson.

She and her husband, Focus on the Fami-
ly founder James Dobson, were seated promi-
nently in the front row next to the president
and first lady.

The White House, which usually does
not officially announce events until short-
ly before they occur, declined to comment
on whether it would even hold an event this
year, much less who would be invited.

“Prayer is very important to the presi-
dent’s life,” said Joshua DuBois, executive
director of the White House Office of Faith-
based and Neighborhood Partnerships, April
19. “It’s too early to talk about the planning
around that.”

This year, Dobson’s task force has opted to
hold its annual event on Capitol Hill in the
morning—at the same time when its repre-
sentatives usually are at the White House.

“We do pray for the president at our (Cap-
itol Hill) observance and we have asked for a
speaker from the Obama administration and
we're waiting for them to get back to us,”
Toon indicated.

He said the group is “not politically in-
clined” toward Republicans or Democrats,
even though Obama policy changes—open-
ing federal funding for embryonic stem cell
research and international family planning
groups—have riled Christian conservatives.

Event history & criticism

The National Day of Prayer was signed
into law in 1952 by President Truman. Pres-
ident Reagan amended the law in 1988 to
state that the observances would be held the
first Thursday in May.

in recent years by critics who say the obser-
vances have been “hijacked” by evangelical
Christians. Task force representatives coun-
ter that their events reflect a Christian per-
spective but all Americans are free to observe
the day according to their religious view-
points.

“Of course, we prefer that they cancel it

.altogether and not do anything,” said Rob

Boston, a spokesman for Americans United
for Separation of Church and State, of any
White House consideration of a National Day
of Prayer observance. .

But he speculated that if the White House
does mark the day, it likely would include
“lots of different types of religious leaders,”
akin to the interfaith feel of last year’s Dem-
ocratic National Convention.

Prior to the Bush years, task force leaders
held more low-key events, including at Lafay-
ette Park across the street during the Clinton
administration.

“There was no East Room event until
George W.,” Toon said.

If there is no White House event this year,
it would be a disappointment, Toon noted.

“We’re not politically inclined either di-
rection,” he added. “Our passion is to pray
for all of our nation’s leaders and their fam-
ilies.”

But wherever they are in Washington, the
president still will be in their prayers, he em-
phasized. “We can still do that from across
the Mall.” (RNS)

Southern Baptist
Con¥ention

Attention PASTORS:

Messenger Cards for voting
privileges at the SBC: are available
from the KBC Executive Office
They MUST be signed by your church
clerk or moderator BEFORE being
presented for registration.

Please make your request to

- KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION

Executive Office
PO Box 43433, Louisville, KY 4
Attn. Wanda Karoly,
GCall 502-489-3374 or 866-489-3374 or
e-mail: wanda.karolyi@kybaptist.org

The task force’s work has been criticized

Draft stem cell guidelines still
will not allow funds for cloning

By Robert Marus

Washington—The Obama admin-
istration clarified its policy on em-
bryonic stem cell research recently,
issuing draft guidelines that will ex-
pand federal funding for the contro-
versial research but retaining a ban
on funding for its most ethically
fraught versions.

The proposed guidelines, released
by the National Institutes of Health,
are likely to enable a vast expansion

, of federally funded research on em-

bryonic stem cells.

Scientists have studied embryon-
ic stem cells for more than a decade
because of their potential to become
any one of more than 200 types of
tissues in the human body. The re-
search, scientists say, has the poten-
tial to produce treatments for a wide
array of injuries and degenerative
conditions.

However, such stem cell research -

has proven highly controversial, be-
cause the embryos are destroyed in
the harvesting process.

President Bush effectively banned
federal funding for new embryonic
stem cell research shortly after he

took office. But Obama signed an ex-
ecutive order March 9 rescinding the
Bush policy.

Nonetheless, Obama’s order did
not specifically address some of the
more practical concerns about ex-
actly what kinds of research the gov-
ernment would fund. The NIH pro-
posal further fleshes out the admin-
istration’s policies.

The new. guidelines take a cen-
trist approach, allowing funding
only for research on surplus embry-
os from fertility treatments that par-
ents have donated. The proposal con-
tinues to ban funding for research
on embryos that were created specif-
ically for research purposes.

The new guidelines also would
continue to ban research on cloned
embryos, which some scientists have
argued is an important and neces-
sary area of study.

But many bioethicists have said
such so-called “therapeutic cloning”
is far too morally risky an endeavor,
and public support for it lags far be-
hind support for stem-cell research
on surplus embryos from fertility
treatments. (ABP)
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LifeWay study: Protestant
pastors divided over validity
of global warming effects

By Mark Kelly

Nashville—Though many people insist global warming is
real and man-made, Protestant pastors are not entirely con-
vinced, according to a new study from LifeWay Research.

The survey of Protestant pastors, conducted last year, dis-
covered that pastors are evenly split about whether global
warming is real and man-made. It also found that views of
pastors vary widely by denomination, location and even the
individual pastor’s ideologies.

Asked to indicate their level of agreement with the state-
ment, “I believe global warming is real and man-made,” pas-
tors split down the middle: 47 percent agree either strong-
ly or somewhat, while 47 percent disagree either strongly
or somewhat.

The differences of opinion, however, are seen more
sharply when analyzed in relation to a pastor’s denomina-
tional affiliation and geographic location. Fully 75 percent
of pastors in mainline denominations agree global warm-
ing is real and man-made, but only 32 percent of pastors in
evangelical denominations agree.

Individual belief affects response

When the pastors’ personal beliefs are factored in, the
differences grow even more pronounced. Among pastors
who consider their political ideology liberal or very liber-
al, 93 percent agree that global warming is real and man-
made, and 79 percent of self-perceived moderates agree.
Among those who identify themselves as conservative or
very conservative politically, however, agreement is only
37 percent and 16 percent respectively.

Additionally, while 75 percent of pastors in churches af-
filiated with mainline denominations agree global warm-
ingis real and man-made, only 67 percent of those who con-
sider themselves mainline agree. In comparison, 32 percent
of pastors in evangelical-affiliated congregations agree, but
41 percent of those who consider themselves evangelical
agree.

“Not all pastors who consider themselves mainline serve
in churches in denominations that are traditionally consid-
ered mainline,” noted Scott McConnell, associate director
of LifeWay Research. “Similarly, not all pastors who consid-
er themselves evangelical serve in denominations that are
traditionally considered evangelical. Yet these denomina-

www.pilgrimtours.com
“Christian Fellowship Tours Since 1987”

tional roots provide a strong indication of what a church’s
pastor believes about global warming.”

DEADLINE: June 15, 2009
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PRAYER PAnmlsns

Please pray for the
following Kentucky
Baptist missionaries
and ministries:

MSC missionary Terry
Carswell of McDowell.
Terry serves as project
coordinator for

God’s Appalachian
Partnership in Floyd
County. He works

with volunteer groups
and local churches

to complete building
projects and repair the
homes of families in
need. Pray that God will
provide the required
volunteers and building
supplies for meeting
those needs. Pray that
the ministry will be
effective in connecting
new believers to local
churches for baptism
and assimilation.

Heartland Crisis
Pregnancy Center

in Elizabethtown.
Marcia Orban serves

as the director of this
ministry that offers
hope for women facing

unplanned pregnancies.

The ministry provides
biblical counseling, a
listening ear, clothing
and supplies for
mothers and their
babies. Pray that
women coming to the
center will be open to
hearing the Truth and
that the lives of babies
at risk will be saved.
Pray that God will
bring to completion
the medical conversion
process of the center
so that they can begin
to offer ultrasounds to
expectant mothers.

If you would like
Kentucky Baptists to
join in praying for a
ministry of your church
or association, please
send the information to
Eric Allen at Eric.Allen
@KyBaptist.org or call
(866) 489-3530.

MounTtains 10 THE IVlississiPPI

CoMPILED BY STAFF

mBEREA—Silver Creek Church will
hold revival services May 3-6, 7 p.m.
with chalk artist Scotty McDowell as
evangelist. Dennis Hisle is pastor.

® CLINTON—Obion Church will hold
revival services May 3, 6 p.m.; May
4-7, 7 p.m. with Patrick Yates, pastor
of Caldwell Blue Spring Church in
Princeton, as evangelist. Jerry Roll-
ins is pastor.

mERLANGER—Erlanger Church will
hold revival services May 3, 8:30 &
11 a.m., and 6:30 p.m.; May 4-6, 6:30
p-m. with David McCollum as evan-
gelist. Derek Coleman is pastor.

® HENDERSON—Airline Church re-
cently called Rodney Groff as pas-
tor.

Audubon Church will hold re-
vival services May 3, 10:40 a.m. &
6:30 p.m.; May 46, 6:30 p.m. with
Don Mathis as evangelist. Andy
Weaver is pastor.

B LANCASTER—Freedom Church will
hold revival services May 4-7, 6:30
p.m. with Randy McPheron, pas-
tor of Crosspoint Church in Rich-
mond, as evangelist. James Hardin
is pastor.

B MAYFIELD—High Point Church re-
cently honored member James My-
att on his 100th birthday. Rick Hat-
ley is pastor.

mNEBO—Neil Kolodey recently re-
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Bethlehem, Burnetta, Cedar
Point and Mount Pisgah church-
es will hold combined revival
services April 28-May 3, 7 p.m.
with Randy McPheron, pastor
of Crosspoint Church in Rich-
mond, as evangelist. April 28-29
services will be held at Mount
Pisgah Church; April 30-May 1
services at Burnetta Church;
and May 2-3 services at Bethle-
hem Church.

signed as pastor of Silent Run
Church.

B SIDNEY—Sidney Church will hold
revival services May 3-7 with Dave
Hammond, pastor of Faith Church
in Myra, as evangelist. Jamie Fugate
is pastor.

® SOMERSET—Mount Pleasant Church
will hold revival services May 3-6
with Todd Rader, pastor of Ephesus
Church in Winchester, as evangelist.
Kyle Rader is pastor.

Mount Vernon church baptizes
16 jail inmates on Easter Sunday

By Shirley Cox
State Correspondent

Mount Vernon—Sixteen inmates
from the Rockcastle County Jail—
eight men and eight women—were
baptized Easter Sunday at Northside
Baptist Church in Mount Vernon.

The scene was an emotional one.
Before her baptism, one female in-
mate declared, “I'm not worthy.”
Spotting his father entering the
baptistery, a young boy cried out,
“Daddy!” Several of the inmates
wept and raised their arms in praise
after emerging from the water.

Afterward, in shackles, the pris-
oners were allowed to join their
families as fathers, mothers and
grandmothers clung to their chil-
dren. During a service at the jail
later that afternoon, four more in-
mates accepted Christ.

“When we welcome Jesus, the
movement of God becomes the
norm, not the exception,” North-
side Baptist Pastor Chad Burdette
said.

When Burdette became pastor at
Northside eight years ago, the tiny
mission church had dwindled to a
congregation of 33 and was ready to
close its doors.

“God began to move the night I
preached a sermon from the Book
of Numbers about how the Isra-
elites feared taking the Promised
Land because of the giants,” re-
called Burdette, who was called to

- preach while a patient in a drug
. treatment facility. “Thirty of the 33

people present at that service went
to the altar to pray. The Holy Spir-
it changed the church that night.
I knew God was going to do some-
thing great.”

Soon, so many people began at-
tending services, Burdette said he

had to preach with both doors
open. The church eventually built a
20,000-square-foot facility on eight
acres in Mount Vernon. Since the
congregation moved into the new
building nearly six years ago, North-
side repeatedly has placed among
the top 10 Kentucky Baptist church-
es in baptisms and even has received
national recognition.

Arrested seven times before he
surrendered to the ministry, Bur-
dette began holding services at
the Rockcastle County Jail on Sun-
day afternoons soon after he be-
gan preaching. Northside member
BJ. Bradley now preaches at the jail
each week, despite being hit recent-
ly by a Bible thrown by an inmate
and reports of hissing sounds in
the hallways which the inmates call
“the demons.”

Northside Baptist also conducts
several other ministries includ-
ing “Servants With a Testimony,”
or SWAT Team. The support group
meets on Thursday evenings with
individuals suffering with numer-
ous addictions. Inmates also are
encouraged to attend SWAT Team
meetings after being released from
jail.

The church also operates HOPE—
Hearts of Peaceful Expectations—
a support group for families of re-
covering addicts, as well as Jour-
ney of Hope, which deals specifical-
ly with substance abusers and their
families.

“Evangelism—telling others
about Jesus—is the primary focus be-
hind every activity of the church,”
Burdette said. “I believe any church
can grow if the congregation is will-
ing to accept anyone regardless of
their background. Our target group
is anyone who is breathing.”

Recorder
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@KBQ CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May

1 Children’s Bible Drill, First Baptist
Church, Somerset, and Reidland
Baptist Church, Paducah.

1-3 Equestrian Trail Ride, Mammoth
Cave National Park.

2 Children’s Bible Drill, First Baptist
Church, Bowling Green, and First
Baptist Church, Madisonville.

4-5 KBC Mission Board Meeting,
Cedarmore Conference Center,
Bagdad.

6-8 DOM Leadership Event, Cedarmore
Conference Center, Bagdad.

8 Children’s Bible Drill, First Baptist
Church, Russell, and St. Matthews
Baptist Church, Louisville.

9 Children’s Bible Drill, Immanuel
Baptist Church, Lexington.

12 Iron Sharpening Iron, Lake Barkley
State Resort Park, Cadiz.

16 WMU SALT, Baptist Building,
Louisville.

18 Women of Worth Lifestyle
Evangelism Conference, First Baptist
Church, Somerset.

18-19 Youth Minister’s Spring Retreat,
Georgetown College.

19 Women of Worth Lifestyle
Evangelism Conference, First Baptist
Church, Shelbyville.

June

6 Church Weekday Education Seminar,
Crestwood Baptist Church,
Crestwood.

13-20 Kentucky Changers, Princeton.
14-21 All-State Youth Choir/Orchestra
Retreat & Tour, Campbellsville

University.

15-19 Mission Adventure Camp for
Girls, CedarCrest Camp, Bagdad.

19-20 Mother/Daughter Overnight,
CedarCrest Camp, Bagdad.

22-26 Mission Adventure Camp for
Girls, CedarCrest Camp, Bagdad.

25-27 Pursuit Student Leadership
Academy, Campbellsville University.

26-27 Acteens Splash, Jonathan Creek
Conference Center, Hardin.

26-217 Girls in Action Camp, Jonathan
Creek Conference Center, Hardin.

26-27 Mother/Daughter Overnight,
Jonathan Creek Conference Center,
Hardin.

26-27 Catch the Excitement State
Missions Event, Kentucky
Speedway, Sparta.

27-7/4 Kentucky Changers, Frankfort/
Lawrenceburg.

29-7/1 Express Mission Adventure
Camp for Girls & Boys, CedarCrest
Camp, Bagdad.

For more information, call (800) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaplist.org

CrassiFiep Aps

To place an advertisement:
Rates are available upon request.
Call (502) 489-3428: or visit
www.WesternRecorder.org.
Claims made by advertisers are not
necessarily those of the Western
Recorder’s staff or directors.

FOR RENT: Two-bedroom ground
floor condo; sleeps 6; beach view. Ad-
venture Inn, South Forest Beach, Hil-
ton Head. May 31 thru June 7. $1,000.
Call (502) 867-0565.

FOR SALE: Wurlitzer model 630 the-
atre organ, chimes. Excellent condi-
tion, only used in church. $1,500. Call
(800) 467-8135 and ask for David. deng
land@cvilleindustries.com.

SEEKING: Part-time music minister|
worship leader for Providence Bap-
tist Church. Please send resumé to
pbcfrankfort@aol.com.

SEEKING: Senior pastor for Pleas-
ant View Baptist Church, Waynesburg,
Ky. Send resumés to Pastor Search
Team, 13571 Hwy 1247, Waynesburg,
KY 40489; or e-mail resumés to pastor
search@pvbclincoln.org.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for Bel-
leview Baptist Church, a country
church with 200-plus average atten-
dance in western Boone County, 20
minutes from Florence. Visit us at w
ww.BelleviewBaptist.org. Mail resumé
to Pastor Search Committee, Belleview
Baptist Church, 6658 5th St., Burling-
ton, KY 41005. Deadline: June 15.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of mu-
sic for Red House Baptist Church, Rich-
mond, Ky. Seminary degree and ex-
perience required. Submit resumé to
dawn@redhousebc.com.

SEEKING: Instrumentalist for east
end congregation—contemporary and
traditional music. Send resumé to Mel-
bourne Heights Baptist Church, 3728
Taylorsville Road, Louisville, KY 40220,
Attn: Personnel Dept. You may call the
church at (502) 4544681 to set a time
for an interview; hours and pay will be
discussed at the interview.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor with the
capacity to preach sound biblical doc-
trine and cast a vision for a 1,000-plus-
member church, as well as lead and
mentor a highly capable, competent
and motivated staff at Parkway Bap-
tist Church, Bardstown, Ky. Please sub-
mit resumé to PO Box 755, Bardstown,
KY 40004.

SEEKING: Part-time music director
(blended style) for Belleview Baptist
Church in Burlington, Ky. Applicants
should have the desire and skill to
honor and serve God in worship, and
grow, develop and maintain a com-
prehensive worship ministry that in-
cludes all ages. Interested applicants
are asked to submit a resumé to Alan
Walters at alan_walters@adp.com be-
fore April 29, 2009.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for Gap
Creek Missionary Baptist Church, a
conservative member of Cumberland
Gap Baptist Association in Claiborne
County, Tenn. Experience is preferred.
Gap Creek has an active membership
of over 300 and is growing. If possible,
send a CD or DVD of sermons along
with a resumé to Gap Creek Baptist
Church, PO Box 177, Arthur, TN 37707,
Attn: Troy Poore. You may e-mail resu-
mé to troypoore@hotmail.com; or fax
to (423) 869-8777.

SEEKING: Part-time music minister
for Audubon Baptist Church. Respon-
sible for blended style congregation-
al worship and choir direction. Only
mailed resumés will be accepted; mail
to Linda Owen, 3205 Broeck Pointe Cir-
cle, Louisville, KY 40241. All resumés
must be postmarked by May 18, 2009.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for Pe-
trey Memorial Baptist Church in Haz-
ard, Ky. Send resumé, along with
tape or DVD, to Pastor Search Team,
141 Alto St., Hazard, KY 41701. www.
petreymemorial.org.

TOURS: -Israel Pilgrimage plus
Egypt. Nov. 9. For a brochure, contact
Pastor Jack Studie: (270) 889-7604; or
jstudie@aol.com. Experience you can
trust.
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Zimbhabwe in crisis

N.C. widow makes dresses for orphans

BEADY TD LEARN Students in Zimbabwe hold aloft a book relaying an AIDS aware-
ness message, distributed among school supplies in a Baptist-sponsored relief proj-

ect. (BGR photo)

With economic crisis gtipping the needy
Aftican nation, Southern Baptists respond

By Mark Kelly

Harare, Zimbabwe—Southern Bap-
tists are continuing to provide des-
perately needed relief to families
suffering in Zimbabwe’s unprece-
dented economic disaster.

“The current unemployment
rate is reported to be 94 percent and
the annual inflation rate was esti-
mated this past October at 2 trillion
percent,” noted Mark Hatfield, who
directs work in Sub-Saharan Africa
for Baptist Global Response. “One
expert put the rate in December at
516 quintillion percent—the highest
ever recorded.”

The country’s new national uni-
ty government emerged from a
weekend retreat earlier this month
with a visionary 100-day plan to
bring Zimbabwe out of its down-
ward spiral. The agenda focuses on
five “clusters”—the economy, secu-
rity, infrastructure, social services,
and interests and rights.

The challenge they face, howev-
er, staggers the imagination, Hat-
field said. The only goods avail-
able in stores are priced in foreign
currency that ordinary citizens do
not have. Those who do have mon-
ey in the bank are limited to with-
drawals too small to purchase food.
Hospitals are hamstrung by a lack
of medicines, water and electricity.
Schools cannot function for lack of
teachers and supplies.

Land of “desperate need”

“Overall, the situation in Zimba-
bwe is worse than I have ever seen
it,” Hatfield observed. “The lack of
jobs, currency, water and food has
collapsed the country’s economy. I
am filled with appreciation for the
way Southern Baptists allow me
to represent them as we physical-
ly demonstrate the love of Christ to
people in desperate need.”

Southern Baptists have respond-
ed on several fronts, including food
distribution, assistance to Sanya-
ti Baptist Hospital and providing
school supplies.

A new phase of food distribu-
tion was launched in mid-March,
sending 45-pound boxes of staple
items to 5,000 of Zimbabwe’s need-
iest families, according to Hatfield.
Southern Baptist field partners are
working with Zimbabwe’s 240-plus
Baptist churches to identify the
most vulnerable people in their
communities.

“Many times that will include

& J i

single-parent households, widows,
orphans, people who are HIV-pos-
itive and households headed by
grandparents,” he said.

The new distribution continues a
project that has been running since
December 2007 and has delivered
more than 2,500 food boxes to needy
families. Each box includes food sta-
ples like rice, oil, salt, powdered
milk, corned beef and beans to help
families stave off starvation.

The $170,000 allocated from the
Southern Baptist World Hunger
Fund for the new distribution will
be replaced as Baptist Global Re-
sponse receives donations for the
Zimbabwe food project.

Hospital in need

Chronic shortages of water, elec-
tricity and essential medicine
have hampered ministry for many
months at Sanyati Baptist Hospital,
a high-profile ministry of Southern
Baptist international missions since
the 1950s, Hatfield noted. Of the two
city water pumps serving the hospi-
tal compound, one was completely
broken and the other was pumping
at only half capacity when electrici-
ty was available.

Southern Baptists responded
with an allocation of $45,000 in re-
lief funds to provide a supply of basic
antibiotics, anti-malarial medicines
and other essentials to the hospital.
Two deep wells were dug on site and
replacements were ordered for the
worn-out city pumps. Last fall, Hat-
field also interceded with the dis-
trict electrical supply office to give
the hospital priority service.

“During my entire visit, there
was no electricity,” he recalled.
“They had been holding surgery cas-
es, but with no electricity and no wa-
ter they were not able to sterilize in-
struments.”

Another crucial issue for Zimba-
bwe’s children is the lack of school
supplies, Hatfield pointed out. Ba-
sic necessities such as composition
books are beyond the reach of most
families.

“It would cost two months’ wag-
es for a family with three children
in public school to purchase exercise
books,” he said. “That’s impossible
for the average family.”

Southern Baptists and their
Zimbabwe Baptist partners used
$125,000 in general relief funds
to provide the composition books,

pens, pencils and pencil sharpeners

By Mike Creswell
Baptist State Convention of North Carolina

Bulawayo, Zimbabwe—The orphan girls stood si-
lently as the brown paper parcels were opened,
their eyes widening as they began to think may-
be this was something for them.

They squealed with delight when colorful
new dresses were handed to them.

A new dress is a remarkable and precious

old, she operated a drapery business for some
50 years. Her drapes still hang in many homes
and offices around the area, designed by her
and stitched together by her six workers. She
even sent custom drapes to other states and as
far away as Canada and Greece.

Over the years she has made numerous mis-
sions trips, often traveling with a sewing ma-
chine so she could make and donate drapes

thing in the impoverished
country. Zimbabwe has been
battered by economic collapse,
political turmoil, violence
and disease in recent years. A
cholera outbreak in late 2008
killed more than 4,000 peoplée
and sickened at least 10,000. *
But those numbers are
small compared to the ongo- |
ing AIDS epidemic, which has
killed millions across central
and southern Affrica, leaving
countless children orphaned—
like those at the home in Bula-
wayo, which is assisted by the
Baptist Union of Zimbabwe.

and curtains. Making these
as a ministry occurred to her
years ago when she attended
a Woman’s Missionary Union
meeting at Camp Mundo Visa
near Asheboro, N.C.

“I saw there was a need for
curtains and drapes in the cot-
tages and the office. They real-
ly needed somebody’s touch,”
she recalled.

She returned with her sew-
{ ing machine and whipped up
{ curtains for two offices and
two cottages.

She has made window treat-
ments for offices and cottag-

“The kids are all smiles,”
said Ann Mitchell, executive
director of the Baptist Union
of Zimbabwe. “The materials

amazement. They will last for

DRESSMAKER Addilene Leonard of
North Carolina shows off a dress like
the ones she made for orphan girls in
used are a constant cause of Zimbabwe, an African country in se-

vere economic crisis. (BGR photo)

es of Kennedy Home, part of
the Baptist Children’s Homes
of North Carolina; LifeWay’s
Ridgecrest Conference Center
near Asheville, N.C; and for
churches in West Virginia and

ages, even if they are pounded
on a rock in the washing process. The designs
are so very different from anything seen here.
What a blessing.”

Getting the dresses delivered was made pos-
sible by Southern Baptist missionaries who part-
nered with staff from Baptist Global Response.
General relief donations paid for 600 dresses to
be delivered to Zimbabwe.

The dresses themselves, however, came from
the hands of Addilene Leonard of Louisburg,
N.C., a town about 30 minutes from Raleigh, the
state capital.

Baptists use Bibles, puppets, videos and many
other tools for missions. Leonard uses her sew-
ing machine.

Her small drapery workshop sits beside her
hillside house on Highway 56 near the outskirts
of Louisburg, but from here Leonard has seen a
world in need—and responded.

Making 600 dresses would be a large assign-
ment for even a good seamstress, but Leonard
is a sewing machine master. An active 87 years

Vermont, among others.

Leonard is modest about her life’s work and
spurns any praise, but acknowledged that she
has indeed had an interesting life. “I haven’t
sprouted any wings yet,” she said.

When Leonard’s husband, Q.S., retired in the
1980s, the two traveled some and went fishing.
But after he died in 1988, she dusted off her sew-
ing machines and kept busy. “I'm not one to sit
around ... watching soap operas,” she explained.

Making drapes was an artistic expression for
her, not just work, she said. She took up painting
and turned out canvases good enough for local
churches to sell for missions projects.

“Your life is a product of what you create. I
pray I'll be productive until the day I die,” she
said.

And those 600 dresses?

That was just a small portion of what she
made over several months. She actually put to-
gether a total of 1,335 dresses. The others went
to Haiti, another poor country where a new
dress can light up faces with smiles.

to needy families so their children
could stay in school. The 250,000
exercise books that were distribut-
ed had stories on the covers that
emphasized Christ’s love and com-
municated an AIDS-awareness mes-
sage. One in four people in Zimba-
bwe are living with the virus that
causes AIDS.

Hatfield has asked Christians to
pray that Zimbabwe’s new power-
sharing government would succeed
in the challenge they face and that
God would pour out His compassion
and provision on the country’s long-
suffering people.

Hatfield also expressed deep grat-
itude for Southern Baptists and oth-
er Christians in the United States
who continue to give faithfully to
their churches, as well as to hunger
and relief causes, in spite of the eco-
nomic pressure on many families.

“You are a people who care about
people in need,” he said. “It would be
hard to find a place where the needs
are greater or more urgent than in

(RNS)

Survey: More Muslim than
Protestant teens in Ganada

Toronto—More teenagers in Canada identify themselves as
Muslim than with the Anglican, Baptist and United church-
es combined, according to a recent survey.

Project Kids Canada, which has tracked thousands of
youth in an ongoing survey since 1984, polled more than
5,500 teenagers, according to Project Kids director and soci-
ologist Reginald Bibby of the University of Lethbridge.

The upswing in Islam—plus three other major non-West-
ern religions—is largely due to immigration, Bibby said.

His research showed that the number of teens who iden-
tified themselves as members of “other faiths,”
Islam, Buddhism, Judaism, Hinduism, Sikhism and aborigi-
nal spirituality) grew to 16 percent last year, compared with
3 percent in 1984. Muslims accounted for 5 percent of that
group. During the same period, teens who claimed mem-
bership in Roman Catholic or mainline Protestant denomi-
nations dropped dramatically.

While exactly half of teens in 1984 identified themselves
as Roman Catholic, that number fell to 32 percent in 2008.
Atheism also is on the rise, with nearly a third reporting
“no faith at all” in 2008, compared with 12 percent in 1984.

(including

Zimbabwe.” (BP)
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Need a welbsite
YOU can update?

| affordable professnonol’ c istom website
fhcn‘ you ctnd your s’rcff can up’;"ate d'r amor

524concepts will:
e Estimate your project based on your needs and timeline
* Develop any supporting materials such as logos and print material
* Design and develop your customized website
* Handle any hosting or email needs
* Equip you and your staff with tfraining to update your site anytime

Don’t wait or pay for webmasters to make web updates when you can
make them NOW! And don't settle for anything less than a welbsite that projects

a positive, professional message to your community.

®
® © 6 O
524concepts

For more information call 502-491-7000 or visit us at
www.524concepts.com.

Who is 524concepts?

524concepts is the church resources division of Crossings Ministries (Kentucky Bapfist Assemblies). We've spent
over a decade working with churches in the camp and retreat ministry. Now we want to extend our hand fo
the local church in a new way — assisting with marketing needs like bulletin design, logo development, banner
prinfing, and, of course, custom web development.
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University of the Cumberlands alumni
serving as Baptist pastors in Kentucky*

1979 Reverend Richard Allen Adams
1987 Reverend Edwin T. Adkins
1977 Reverend Willie E. Ailstock, 111
1964 Reverend David Douglas Aker
1984 Reverend Elmer Lloyd Alder, Jr.
1976 Mr. Stephen Wayne Alford
1996 Reverend Joe William Allen, Jr.
1980 Mr. Luther Todd Allen

1979 Reverend Robert Lee Barnes
1989 Mr. Richard Eric Bowden

1951 Reverend Will T. Bowlin

1992 Mr. Roddy Gene Bracken

1990 Mr. Archie C. Brock

1991 Mr. Wesley Glenn Brockway o

1984 Dr~Jerry T-Browning

1971 Revere; .
1982 Reverend David Charles Cheek
1992 Dr. Paul Harrison Chitwood,

1994 Reverend William Bradley Clark, Jr.

1963 Mr. William Robert Cobb

1969 Mr. Bradford Howard Coffey
1989 Mr. Peter John Coleman

1973 Reverend Isaiah W. Cotton
1979 Mr. Bruce Douglas Couch
1955 Reverend Ray Cummins

1984 Reverend Robert Jay Day
1956 Reverend Richard A. DeBell
1979 Reverend Herbert Kenneth Dick
1970 Mr. Everette Walter Eads
1955 Reverend Marshall N. Eastham
1972 Reverend Victor L. Edwards
2002 Mr. Jonathan Michael Eskridge
1968 Reverend Roy S. Faulkner
1974 Reverend Steve Fegenbush
1964 Mr. Robert A. Finley

- AR Reverend Earl J. Hopkins
196 Dr Rulph Nolan Hopkins -

2002 Mr. Roger Kevin Floyd
1979 Reverend Rick Martin Frazier
2003 Mr. Scott Allan Gilbert
1990 Dr. Virgil R. Grant

1990 Mr. Kevin D. Hampton
1979 Reverend Clayton Hanshaw
1962 Dr. Allen F. Harrod

1968 Reverend Robert L. Hedrick
1977 Dr. Bill Henard, I1I

1994 Mr. David Ray Hewitt

1968 Mr. Calvin Durand Hibbard
1971 Reverend Richard E. Hill, Sr.
2000 Mr. Aaron Denny Hogue
1997 Mr. Johnnie L. Holloway
1951 Reverend RB Hooks, Jr.

1976 Mr James E. Slmp:son"""
“:1977 Reverend Michael Thomus Smith

1950 Mr. Roberi( Jones
1972 Reverend Donuld Joe Kunnady

1978 Reverend Gary Leonard Kasey ~
1983 Reverend Charles. Gury Klrby

1985 Dr. Chuck Lawless v_
1984 Reverend Bruce E. Treon

1958 Dr. Jerry D. Lowrie

2000 Dr. James Philip Majors
1967 Dr. Robert D. Mantooth

1977 Reverend Drew Martin

1966 Reverend Marion Martin
1972 Reverend Donald G. McGuire
1984 Reverend Jimmie Dale McKinney
1955 Reverend Bill Mitchell

1974 Reverend John Carl Moore
1987 Mr. Timothy A. Morris

1976 Reverend Terry Zane Murphy
1978 Mr. James Ernest Murray, Jr.
1976 Reverend George Lee Naylor

n_‘_ﬁl982 Me. Denvil Tayl

- 1980 Reverend Ralph Douglas Neal

1978 Reverend Wendle Shane Nickell
1972 Mr. Glenn Noe

1979 Mr. John Nunley

1983 Mr. Jimmy Scott Orrick

1988 Dr. Wesley Paul

1954 Reverend Marshall Phillips
1956 Mr. H.G. Pratt

1967 Dr. Floyd D. Price

1999 Mr. Robert Anthony Pursley
1955 Reverend Eugene Reynolds
1980 Mr. Lonnie Riley

1990 Mr. Kevin W. Roach

1991 Reverend Matthew K. Robbins
1976 Mr. Leonard Charles Robinson
1972 Reverend Philip Daniel Ronk

1979Mr Brian

1978 M. Richard Spe"'}i"

1963 Mr. RobeyA Walters
1988 Mr. St shen L. Whita
1976 Mr. Kenneth Ray Whitehouse, Sr.
1985 Mr. Tom A. Wicker

1967 Mr. Roger Darrell Williams

1991 Reverend Hiram Wesly Williamson
2002 Mr. Jack Wendall Willis, 11

1978 Reverend Kenneth Ora Willoughby
1963 Reverend Arthur A. Wilson

2001 Mr. Thomas J. Wright

1974 Mr. Terry Yeager

* As listed in the 2006 Alumni Directory



“. W TELLIN'G THE NEXT - GENERATION THE PRAISEWORTHY - DEEDS OF THE LORD.” PSALM 78:4

At University of the Cumberlands,

our students’ aspirations are as tall as the
mountains that surround our campus. Students
like being accountable in small, supportive classes.
They put themselves in the middle of everything -
building homes through the Mountain Outreach
Program, teaching English in China for the
summer, competing in athletics, making music -
and becoming leaders who will change the world

through faith, service, and commitment.

UC offers a guality education in a wide
range of academic subjects. Students can
enjoy a diverse student body and unigue
ministry opportunities, as well as
competitive sports programs, fine arts and
social events. My involvement in missions as a student
at UC ignited my passion for evangelism and missions.
Richard Harris, DMin, Class of 1970

Senlor Strategist, Missions Advancement Team,
North American Mission Board
of the Southern Baptist Convention

Some of the most formative years | had in

ministry occurred during my days at UC.

| made friendships that last to this day,

both with fellow students and professors.

The administration went beyond the call of
duty to insure that my needs were met. | can truly say
that | owe much of where | am today toc UC.

Bill Henard, DMin, PhD ., Class of 1977

Senior Pastor, Porter Memorial Baptist Church, Lexington, Kentucky
President, Kentucky Baptist Convention 2007-2008

First Vice President, Southern Baptist Convention 2008-2009

Chair. Board of Trustees, LifeWay Christian Resources

God began to grab my heart for global
missions while | sat in a History of Christian
Missions class in the early 1980s. Traveling
to Israel with Professor Milton Murphy, a
- former SBC missionary, only strengthened

my interest. Little did | know then that God was starting

a process that would affect the rest of my life.

Chuck Lawless, PhD , Class of 1985

Dean, Billy Graham School of Missions,
Evangelism and Church Growth
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

My UC education was a vital part of

the foundation | needed in preparation

for ministry. | look back with deep

appreciation for my time there. | am

especially grateful for the men and women
who invested their time and energy as instructors in the
classroom and in my life’s path.

Paul Chitwood, PhD., Class of 1992

Senior Pastor, First Baptist Church of Mt. Washington, Kentucky
President, Kentucky Baptist Convention 2005-2006

Chair, Board of Trustees, International Mission Board

of the Southern Baptist Convention
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In 2009, University of the Cumberlands celebrates 120 years of teaching students to
value the qualities of patriotism, leadership and faith, which inspired America’s founders.

For a number of years, outstanding patriots and leaders in their fields have visited our
campus, leaving some of their wisdom and taking with them some of the unique spirit that
1s University of the Cumberlands. Among those individuals are former President J immy
Carter, Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North, columnist Helen Thomas, TV personality Willard
Scott and actress Patricia Neal. '

Then four years ago, the Forcht Group of Kentucky Center for Excellence in Leadership
began sponsoring an annual leadership program on campus each spring and has since

brought a variety of outstanding leaders to speak to the Cumberlands community.

Judge Roy Moore Moral Leadership 2006
Zell Miller Patriotic Leadership 2007
Stephen Covey Principle-Centered Leadership 2008
Ben Stein 21" Century Leadership 2009

University of the Cumberlands
9m'ﬁ/é'@ the c/uﬂﬁ' fies of /em/emﬁip for 120 years



