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More than 1,000 volunteers-most 
of them high school and college 
students-participated in this year's 
three Kentucky Changers projects 
statewide. The participants worked 
on more than 100 renovation jobs 
helping families in need in Prince­
ton, the Frankfort/Lawrenceburg 
area and Grant County. The Prince­
ton project drew approximately 
450 volunteers, one of the largest 
groups ever to participate at one 
Kentucky Changers location since 
the program began in 1994. ■ Left: 
Kinsee Hinson from Potter's House 
Baptist Worship Center in Smithland 
hauls new shingles onto the roof of 
the Eldridge family home in Wil­
liamstown. (Photo by Drew Nichter) 
■ Below: Taran Desevers from Coral 
Hill Baptist Church in Glasgow ham­
mers new shingles down. (Photo by 
David Buckner) See story and more 
photos on page 3. 

Ethnic ministri_es continue to grow across Kentucky 
By David Winfrey 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Louisville-(;arlos De La Barra is 
something of a missions optome­
trist. Throughout Kentucky, he helps 
church leaders see ethnic groups in 
need of churches and ministries. 

"Most of the people cannot see 
other ethnic groups," said De la Bar­
ra, a native of Chile. As the leader for 
new ethnic work for the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention, his job includes 
helping church leaders improve 
their vision for such ministries. 

"Every time I go to a place and 
ask the leaders to start ... a Hispanic 
church, 95 percent of the time, the 
answer is, 'We don't have any Mexi­
cans around here,"' he said. 

"My first work was to create 

awareness of the existence of these 
people," he added. "When I take 
them to Walmart on Saturday eve­
ning, they can see that these people 
are here." 

Hispanics are not the only in­
ternationals who have come to the 
Bluegrass State. According to fig­
ures from the KBC, there are at least 
110 churches and ministries serving 
at least 15 different people groups. 
Other ethnic groups in the common­
wealth include Korean, Chinese, Fil­
ipino, Laotian, Burundi and Haitian. 

Baptist ethnic work has grown 
dramatically since De la Barra came 
to Kentucky to attend seminary. Out­
reach to the growing ethnic popu­
lations in Louisville was a central 
part of the recent Crossover Louis-

ville initiative, a series of evangelis­
tic events held before the Southern 
Baptist Convention's annual meet­
ing last month. 

"I can remember very clearly in 
1992, when we arrived here, there 
was only one Hispanic (Baptist) 
church in Kentucky," he recalled. 

Today, "we are having church­
es with people from Africa, with 
people from Asia, and with people 
from almost every country," De la 
Barra said. • "Most of the Americans 
have no idea that Kentucky is full 
of people from other nationalities. 
This is a strategic way we can fulfill • 
the Great Commission right here in 
our state." 

According to 2007 estimates from 
the U.S. Census Bureau (the most re-

cent available), 94,600 Kentucky res­
idents (2.2 percent) are Hispanic or 
Latino, and another 50,700 (1.2 per­
cent) are Asian. 

De la Barra said he is eager to see 
the results from the 2010 census be­
cause he believes it will reveal an 
even greater presence of interna­
tionals in the commonwealth. 

Smaller groups of various ethnic­
ities are locating in the state thanks 
to the work of Kentucky Refugee 
Ministries'. Since 1990, the agency 
has placed 4,000 refugees in Ken­
tucky. These have come from 29 na­
tionalities and ethnic groups. 

Outreach to ethnic groups takes 
many forms. In Louisville, for exam­
ple, Prasad Aghamkar is leading a 
□ See State leaders eager ... Page 3 
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2 KENTUCKY 
Cumberlands rescinds invite to ousted church 
By Drew Nichter 
News Director 

Williamsburg-University of the· Cum­
. berlands has rescinded an invitation to 
a youth group from Broadway Baptist 
Church in Fort Worth, Texas, following 
the congregation's dismissal from the 
Southern Baptist Convention on a vote 
by messengers to last month's annual 
meeting in Louisville. 

The SBC's vote came on a motion from 
2008 declaring Broadway Baptist to be 
not "in friendly cooperation" with the 
SBC because of its stance on homosexual­
ity. The convention's Executive Commit­
tee recommended the church's removal, 
which was approved unanimously and 
without discussion June 23. 

On the heels of that decision, Associ­
ated Baptist Press reported that Universi­
ty of the Cumberlands officials notified 
Broadway Baptist youth minister Fran 
Patterson that the church's youth group, 
scheduled to begin a choir and missions 
trip July 3, was no longer welcome at the 
school. The group was planning to work 
with Cumberlands' Mountain Outreach 
program, which rebuilds homes for un­
derprivileged families in Appalachia. 

According to a -story in the Louisville 
Courier-Journal, Patterson received a 
phone call and faxed letter June 30 from 
Mountain Outreach Director Marc Hens­
ley. The letter indicated that the church's 
invitation was being rescinded "in light 
of the recent decision of the Southern 

Baptist Convention regarding (Broad­
way Baptist's) status and affiliation with 
the convention." It referred further ques­
tions to Cumberlands President James 
Taylor. 

At press time, university officials had 
not responded to a request for comment 
from the Western Recorder, and have de­
clined comment to all other media out­
lets. 

In addition, Main Street Baptist 
Church in Williamsburg withdrew an in­
vitation to the Broadway Baptist group to 
perform a choir concert at the church. 

ABP also reported that after scram­
bling to find alternate plans, the youth 
group worked last week repairing older 
homes in Nashville through Mission En­
counter, an· independent ministry once 
affiliated with the Church of the Naza­
rene. 

Church directory debate 
At the heart of the matter is a con­

troversy that swept through the Broad­
way Baptist congregation in 2007 that 
centered on how to present homosexu­
al church members in a pictorial fami­
ly directory. Though divisive, Broadway 
members reached a compromise on how 
to publish the directory, but the issue 
gained wide notice through Internet me­
dia reports and bloggers. 

Following SBC messengers' vote to oust 
Broadway Baptist last month, Executive 
Committee member Stephen Wilson, vice 

president of academic affairs at Mid-Con­
tinent University in Mayfield and a mem­
ber ofLone Oak First Baptist Church of Pa­
ducah, told Baptist Press that the issue 
was not simply about homosexuality, but 
a chur_ch allowing homosexual members 
who are unrepentant. 

"If churches are ministering to homo­
sexuals, they are doing nothing more 
than what our own convention's task 
force has asked us to do," Wilson said in 
the BP report. "But in Broadway's case ... 
the church was in effect saying that it was 
OK to have members who are open homo­
sexuals." 

· University of the Cumberlands is no 
stranger to controversy regarding homo­
sexuality. 

In April 2006, the school expelled a gay 
student who publicized his sexual orien­
tation on a social networking Web site­
contrary to the university's guidelines for 
student conduct. The move prompted a se­
ries of protests at the school. 

More importantly, the expulsion led 
to a pair of lawsuits challenging $12 mil­
lion in state funding that was earmarked 
in 2006 to build a pharmacy school at the 
private university. 

A Franldin County judge ruled in 
March 2008 that Cumberlands should not 
receive the money because it represent­
ed a violation of the state constitution. 
The ruling did not address critics' charg­
es that the school unconstitutionally dis­
criminated against the gay student. 

~tfRN~ www.Recorder.org 
July 14, 2009 

June CP receipts· 
set record, help 
narrow shortfall 

Louisville-Kentucky Baptists contrib­
uted $2,241,211 through the Cooperative 
Program in June, which helped narrow the 
fiscal year deficit to $610,771 (3.05 percent). 

The more than $2.24 million given last 
month set a record for the highest amount 
given through the Cooperative Program in 
any June month, noted Kentucl<y Baptist 
Convention Business Services Team Lead­
er Lowell Ashby. 

"Experiencing a record amount invested 
in Cooperative Program ministries in June 
is cause for celebration," said Billy Comp­
ton, KBC's executive associate for Cooper­
ative Program and resources. "We are very 
grateful for Kentucl<y Baptists and their 
commitment to missions and ministries." 

According to Ashby, Kentucl<y Baptists 
have given a total of $19,389,229 through 
CP during the 2008-09 fiscal year. With two 
months remaining in the fiscal year, at 
least $4,610,771-more than $2.3 million 
per month- is needed in order to meet the 
$24 million budget. 

CP giving remains behind last year's 
pace by $133,848 (0.7 percent). Kentucky 
Baptists gave more than $19.5 million 
through CP over the same period in the 
2007-08 fiscal year. 

Kentucky Baptists lead the way at DOM annual meeting ·in Louisville 
By Keith Hinson 

Louisville - Associational leaders should 
live as servant leaders and find creative 
strategies for leading other Christians to 
do the same, speakers challenged during 
the annual meeting of the Southern Bap­
tist Conference of Associational Directors 
of Missions. 

Southern Baptist leaders O.S. Hawkins, 
Ken Hemphill and Thom Rainer addressed 
DOMs at the Fern Valley Conference Center 
in Louisville prior to last month's Southern 
Baptist Convention's annual meeting. 

Setting the group's theme for the meet­
ing, which was attended by approximate­
ly 250 people, SBCADOM President Wesley 
Pitts, director of missions for Keritucl<y's 
Long Run Baptist Association, delivered an 
address titled "Servant Leaders Are Under 
Construction." His wife, Diane, a ministry 
assistant with the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention, led the wives in a session that fea­
tured Kay Dekalb Smith,-who entertained 
and inspired them with humor, music and 
testimony. 

Hawkins, president of GuideStone Fi­
nancial Resources, pointed DOMs in his 
message "Servant Leaders Build Relation­
ships" to the New Testament Book of Phi­
lemon which he said teaches the servant 
characteristics of affirmation, accommoda­
tion, acceptance, allegiance and account­
ability. 

"We were made to connect with each 
other," Hawkins said. "Everything in life is 
about building relationships if we're going 
to be servant leaders." 

Hemphill, national strategist for the 
Southern Baptist Convention's Empower­
ing Kingdom Growth emphasis, said Chris­
tians should be mindful about the impor­
tance of sharing in God's character. 

"We share in His holiness," said Hemp­
hill, preacher for the group's Sunday ser­
vice. "We share in His character in order to 
join Him on mission." 

Christians should be motivated to wor­
ship and service by the knowledge that this 
pleases God, Hemphill noted. "We don't un-

SERVANT EMPHASIS D.S. Hawkins (left), president of Guidestone Financial Resources, and Thom 
Rainer (right), president of Life Way Christian Resources, address the Southern Baptist Conference of 
Associational Directors of Missions June 21 at the Fern Valley Hotel and Conference Center in Louis­
ville. (Photos by Van Payne and Kent Harville) 

derstand how much God loves the efforts 
and praise of His children," he added. 

Worship leaders for the service were 
Cindy Malfalcone, assistant music minis­
ter at Walnut Street Baptist Church in Lou­
isville, and Tammy Etherton, a member of 
Highland Park First Baptist Church in Lou­
isville. 

In his address "Servant Leaders For­
give," LifeWay President Rainer asked ifun­
forgiveness could be hindering progress 
among Southern Baptists. 

"Maybe one of the reasons is that God 
is talking to many ofus and saying, 'I can't 
use you right now' ... because you've got to 
leave your gift at the altar and go be recon­
ciled," Rainer suggested. 

"When we talk about servant leaders for­
giving, we don't look to the left or right," 
he observed. "We look deep within our own 
hearts and say, 'Lord, what should I do?'" 

Among the breakout sessions were: 
■ "Servant Leaders Continue to Grow," 

lei.i by Hugh Townsend, associational strat­
egies coordinator for the North American 
Mission Board. 

Townsend said associational leaders 
should grow by developing leadership skills 
and viewing their ministries in new, more 
effective ways. 

■ "Servant Leaders Pray," led by Greg 
Frizzell, prayer and spiritual awakening 
specialist for the Baptist General Conven­
tion of Oldahoma. 

Noting the frequent involvement of 
DOMs in helping churches seek pastors, 
Frizzell suggested all adults in a church­
not just search committee members--<:om­
mit themselves to a process of many weeks 
that will help them deepen their prayer 
lives, undergo spiritual cleansing and pre­
pare for united relationships and vision. 

■ "Servant Leaders Are Equipped," led 
by Ted Knapp, director of missions for the 
Los Angeles Extreme Urban Center in West 
Los Angeles. 

"Modeling is probably your strongest 
tool, if they see an effective organization in 
the association," Knapp suggested. "Some 
of them won't go in and check out what 
other churches are doing, but they have 
ownership in your association .... You've 
got to share some stories of success." 

■ "Servant Leaders Visualize the Fu­
ture," led by Mike Day, executive director 
of missions for Mid-South Baptist Associa­
tion in Bartlett, Tenn. 

The future, Day said, should be "church­
driven," with associations letting church­
es "tell us what they need. It becomes our 
business to meet the needs of the church­
es as they have stated them to us; not as we 
have stated their needs to them." 

Associations should consider divesting 
themselves of property, Day indicated. "If 
we're really going to be focused on meet­
ing the needs of the churches, we will try 
to own as little as possible. We will try 
our very best not to own anything if we 
can help it. Anything we own takes away 
from the resources we can provide to the 
churches." 

■ "Servant Leaders Stay Informed," led 
by David Meacham, senior strategist for 
NAMB's associational strategies team. 

A key to being informed in the 21st 
century is to stay in touch with pastors, 
Meacham said. "In associations, you come 
alongside a pastor and a church and ask, 
'How can we help you fulfill the Great Com­
mission?"' 

"In the 21st century, the details may 
have changed and the methods may have 
changed, bµt you associational missionar­
ies still incarnate the Great Commission," 
he said. 

The Southern Baptist Conference of As­
sociational Directors of Mission will cele­
brate its 50th anniversary at the 2010 SBC 
annual meeting in Orlando, Fla. (BP) 
With additional reporting by Editor Todd Deaton 
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Group of students minister through hard work to Grant County father and his sons 
By Drew Nichter 
News Director 

Williamstown - Vernon Eldridge 
had never even heard of Kentucky 
Changers. • 

A couple of years earlier El­
dridge's wife, Bonnie, had applied 
to have the family's home repaired 
during the weeldong youth missions 
project that would be making much­
needed repairs to homes through­
out Grant County. 

When Kentucky Changers coor­
dinators came by to discuss the proj­
ect with Vernon, he was caught off 
guard. • 

"I was really shocked, surprised 
and tickled when I found out," he 
recalled. 

Last week, about a dozen volun­
teers, most of them high school and 
college students, replaced the roof 
on the Eldridge home-a roof that, 
when it rained, would leak "bud<­
ets and buckets full in the house," 
Eldridge said. 

Regrettably, it was a project that • 
Bonnie never got to witness. 

After battling cancer for four 
years, Bonnie Eldridge succumbed 
to the disease in February. She left 
behind her husband and two sons, 
Ian, 12, and Dylan, 9. 

The past few months have been 
tough for the Eldridges, to say the 
least. 

Vernon, who had stayed at his dy­
ing wife's side for seven months, is 
not able to work because he strug­
gles with narcolepsy, a chronic sleep 
disorder that can cause· a person to 
fall asleep at any time. The condi­
tion forced him to give up his mo­
bile home servicing business. He 
now lives on disability benefits. 

The narcolepsy has "affected dai-

. ly life dramatically," Eldridge said. "I 
have to watch everything I do." 

Returning home also has been 
difficult for the family. 

During his wife's final months 
and after her death, Eldridge and his 
sons lived with his mother, who had 
lost her husband, Vernon's father, in 
January. 

A couple of months ago, Eldridge 
took his sons back home. They did 
not stay long. "Everything was good 
for about a week, then it just got to 
be too much," Eldridge said. 

It was especially hard for the 
youngest son, Dylan, to return home 
without his mother. "It took months 
for him to be able to come in the 
driveway," Eldridge noted. 

Only three weeks ago, the three 
of them finally came home for good. 

But being away for so long caused 
firiancial worries to pile up on El­
dridge. Chief among them: the leak­
ing roof. 

He said he had no idea how he 
was going to be able to repair the 
roof, or · even if he would ever have 
the money to do so. He estimated 
the job would cost several thousand 
dollars. On top of that, his narcolep- . 
sy prevented him from doing the re­
pairs himself. 

Enter Kentucky Changers. 
The group of 12, which dubbed 

themselves the "Jesus Freaks," got 
to work last week, stripping metal 
off of the old roof, installing sheet­
ing, laying down new shingles, and 
building up the center of the roof to 
keep rain water from pooling and 
leal<ing into the house. 

"We've had a lot of prayer," said 
crew chief Jerry Thomas, a mem­
ber-of Coral Hill Baptist Church in 
Glasgow. "The Lord's really blessed 

us in a lot of different ways." 
He said that throughout the proj­

ect, leaders emphasized having a ser­
vant's heart. 

"Ifwe come out here with an at­
titude that the only thing we're go­
ing to do is fix that roof and that's 
it, we're missing the whole picture," 
Thomas noted. 

The group also reached out dai­
ly to the Eldridges, inviting Ver­
non and the boys, who attend Vine 
Run Baptist Church in Dry Ridge, to 
pray with them, and also spent time 
with them while they worl<ing at the 
home. 

"He's a godly man and he's hurt­
ing down deep inside," Thomas said 
ofVernon. "But, we want him to pray 
with us every morning and we want 
to make sure that (if) there's any­
thing on his heart that we can pray 
for that day." 

Eldridge praised the crew's work. 
"It's been an extensive job, but 
they've done an awesome job on it." 

Even though the Kentucky Chang­
ers' work was "a blessing all the way 
around" for the Eldridges, Vernon 
admitted there still is an emptiness 
in the home without Bonnie-but he 
expressed hope for the future. 

"She wanted the boys and I to 
come home and be happy," he said. 
"The happiness hadn't come yet, but 
over time I guess it will." 

Changers recap 
More than 1,000 student and 

adult volunteers served at this sum­
mer's three Kentucky Changers proj­
ects in Princeton, the Frankfort/ 
Lawrenceburg area, and Grant Coun­
ty. Kentucky Changers began in 1994 
as a ministry of Kentucky Baptist 
Men on Mission. 
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'A BLESSING ALL THE WAY AROUND' Vernon Eldridge (left) helps as­
sitant crew chief Seth Mishne saw a piece of lumber that will be used to 
repair the roof on Eldridge's home which he shares with his·two young 
sons. The three of them recently moved back to the house after several 
months away as Eldridge's wife, Bonnie, battled cancer. She died in Feb­
ruary after: four years fighting the disease.. She unfortunately never got 
to see the roof repairs which she had applied for a couple of years earlier 
through Kentucky Changers. Last week, a group of 12 volunteers made 
the repairs on the home, which Eldridge called "a blessing all the way 
around." (Photo by Drew Nichter) 

State leaders eager to reach Kentucky's growing international population 
Continued from page 1 
Bible study for Nepalese refugees who have 
resettled in Kentucky over the past two 
years. 

"It is ·very encouraging and God is real­
ly doing a marvelous job," Aghamkar said, 
noting that 10-15 Nepalese attend. 

"They have a strong Hindu background, 
but-very surprising-they are very open for 
the gospel. I think because they were in ref­
ugee camps many years," he noted. "Now 
everything is new, so they want to hear, 
they want to test." 

Aghamkar's focus is reaching fellow na­
tives from India. He came to America from 
India two years ago to study at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, but he has 
visited America for the past five years, per­
forming concerts featuring traditional mu­
sic from India. The concerts provided an op­
portunity for Aghamkar to share his Chris­
tian faith. 

He performed a similar concert in June 
at Louisville's Hurstbourne Baptist Church 
for Crossover. Playing a harmonium, an in­
strument similar to an accordion, and or­
gan, the event attracted 150 Indians, he 
said. 

"When they ai:e in other countries, they 
miss Indian music, Indian food, Indian fel­
lowship," Aghamkar added. "This is a good, 
humble but healthy beginning." 

Agharnkar recently was ordained by 
Walnut Street Baptist Church in Louis-

ville as a church planter. Soon to be com­
missioned as an ethnic missionary for the 
North American Mission Board, he current­
ly is planting a church among the Nepalese 
and said he desires to start a new church for 
Indian people. 

Leadership vacuum 
While ethnic work grows in Kentucky, a 

lack of trained leadership threatens to hin­
der new work, officials report. 

"We are short in pastors," De la Barra 
said. "The people are here. The people are 
in distress. The people are learning a new 
life. The people are open to the gospel. The 
people are ready to receive the Good News 
of salvation, and we don't have the persons 
to do it." • 

To meet this growing need, leaders start­
ed the Hispanic Baptist .Bible Institute in 
2005. 

The three-year program is taught in 
Spanish by local Hispanic missionaries or 
1MB missionaries on furlough. "We have 
students and professors from over 14 coun­
tries," Director Twilla Hernandez said. 
"We have approximately 85 students right 
now." 

As the need has grown, locations have 
expanded beyond the commonwealth. Cur­
rent teaching sites are in Louisville, Bowl­
ing Green, Mayfield, Cincinnati, Chicago 
and Southern Illinois. Support comes from 
the KBC, the Illinois Baptist State Associa-. ' • 1 

THINKING GLOBAL Carlos Mendez (left) of New Beginnings Church in Orlando, Fla., shares the gospel 
with a man from Louisville during the Southern Baptist Crossover event June 20. Outreach to the city's 
ethnic populations was a central part of the evangelistic initiative. (KBC photo by Mandi Buckner) 

tion and local associations and churches. 
Campbellsville University hosts the insti­
tute's offices at its Louisville satellite cam­
pus. 

Hernandez cited one recent success sto­
ry: A graduate revived an Elizabethtown 
church that had dispersed when the previ-

ous missionary retired. "He regathered that 
group and has started growing the church. 

"This is the future of Hispanic ministry," 
she explained. "The Hispanic population 
is growing so quickly that we need more 
churches. But we can't have more churches 
ifwe don't have trained leaders." 



4 OPINION • 
Missions by KBC entities 

After Baptist churches in Kentucky who had a heart for 
missions formed the Kentucky Baptist Convention, they 
would continue on to form agencies and institutions for 
specific ministries. Today, those agencies and institutions 
directly impact international missions, and enable Ken­
tucky Baptists to carry out a wide variety of ministries. 

Western Recorder was established to tell the story of mis­
sions in Kentud<y and around the world. It continues to ful­

Partners in 
the Mission 

fill that mission today. 
Previously part of the KBC Mission 

Board, the Kentucky Baptist Foundation 
became an agency in 1995. In addition to 
serving Kentucky Baptists with trust ac­
counts and endowments, the Foundation 
actually produces more than $380,000 
each year in Cooperative Program funds . 

Kentucky Woman's Missionary Union 
provides outstanding missions education 
and Cooperative Program promotion, as 
well as special offerings for missions. 

By Bill Mackey Prayer support also is provided for mis­
sionaries at home and abroad, and mis­

sions involvement is encouraged. 
Kentucky Baptist Assemblies are expecting 10,000 camp­

ers this summer for Crossings, located at Jonathan Creek 
and Cedarrnore. Professions of faith are expected to exceed 
last year (around 250) by hundreds. Mission camps in Moldo­
va that are sponsored by camper donations will record over 

• 1,000 professions of faith. 
Oneida Baptist Institute reports that 75 of their 350 stu­

·dents come from 17 countries. The pastor at Oneida Bap­
tist Church baptized 10 international students from eight 
countries. 

About 40 of the 350 children cared for by Sunrise Chil­
dren's Services become believers each year. Sunrise has 
just dedicated a beautiful new facility in Elizabethtown for 
needy female teenagers, and the Glen Dale Center will also 
accommodate 20 females. 

Clear Creek Baptist Bible COilege reported more than 
450 professions of faith through its church and communi­
ty ministries last year. All 200 Clear Creek students are com­
mitted to vocational ministry, and over 90 percent are in 
ministry one to five years later. 

campbellsville University had an enrollment of 251 in­
ternational students last year from 51 different countries. 
During a Rick Gage Crusade last fall, 121 freshmen respond­
ed with professions of faith, and 40 other students made 

·profession of faith in chapel. 
University of the CUIIlberlands has many international 

students, some of whom participate in Mountain Outreach 
building projects. Last fall, 22 football players made profes­
sions of faith during a revival led by a former NFL player. 

Through our agencies and institutions, God is bringing 
international missions opportunities into our neighbor­
hoods. Kentucky Baptists also send more than 48 percent to 
SBC mission causes through a combination of designated 
gifts and Cooperative Program gifts. 

May God help us respond more faithfully to connect all 
people to Jesus Christ. 
Bill Mackey is executive director of the Kentucky Baptist Convention 
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The gospe_l train's a-comin' ••• get on board 

A
s calls for the SBC to develop a broader ethnic 
base rise, the words of an old gospel tune have 
begun running through my head lately: "The 

gospel train's a-comin'. I hear it just at hand. I hear the 
wheels rurnblin' . And rollin' through the land." 

leadership of our churches and institutions." He makes 
a convincing case that our sagging membership and 
baptism numbers are in large part due to a declining 
birthrate among Whites and suburbanization trends. 
"This is not to say such demographics hold sway over 

the gospel," Hall clarifies. "It does 
suggest that if we are to continue to 
grow, we need to shift our church 
planting strategy in order to give us 
the best chance of sharing the gospel 
with the lost." 

Since moving to Kentucky, long 
trains with four or five locomotives 
and sometimes upwards of 100 qox­
cars have become frequent sights. 
About 250 yards from our office runs 
a very active CSX railway that trans­
ports automobiles made at a near­
by Ford plant. The same trad< runs 
within about 250 yards of the condo 
where my family now lives. 

Afler 
Thought 

Hall observed that a majority of 
the population lives in metropolitan 

• . __ By Todd Deaton areas, while nearly half of all South-

It isn't so much the rumblin' wheels I mind, or 
even the never~nding stream of boxcars that snarls 
traffic. It's those long, shrill whistles that jolt me 
awake in the Wee hours of the night. Still, I have been 
fascinated with trains ever since I was a boy of 10 or 12. 
I grew up in a small town that was named Denmark af­
ter a railway man. Surrounding towns all picked up on 
the Scandinavian theme and amusingly elected to call 
themselves Norway, Sweden and Finland. Yes, they are 
all real places in South Carolina. 

The tracks of three railroad lines crossed in Den­
mark, and the church parsonage where we lived stood 
less than 100 yards from one of the busiest. Rumblin' 
and rollin' wheels were so frequent that after a year or 
so, we hardly noticed, but the spouses of.visiting min­
isters would cast a wary eye toward the tinkling cups 
and saucers in Mom's china cabinet as a train rum­
bled past. 

It wasn't so long ago that Southern Baptists took 
great pride that their membership train was approach­
ing 16 million. Few took notice that our numbers were 
beginning to wane. But, as of late, denominational 
leaders are becoming concerned that our train seems 
to be getting shorter. 

In a recent analysis, Baptist Press Executive Edi­
tor Will Hall dared to ask the question on everyone's 
mind: Is the SBC in decline? Hall observed that from 
1961 through 1998, SBC churches grew in member­
ship by 59 percent, from 9.9 to 15.8 million, while oth­
er mainline denominations- Methodist, Episcopalian, 
Presbyterians and Christian churches- all reported de­
clines ranging from 27 to 50 percent. 

Since 1999, however, church membership has lev­
eled off, posting annual gains ofless than three-quar­
ters of a percent and, more recently, drops of about a 
quarter of a percent. • 

Why the anemic growth rate? Hall maintains that 
when one examines Census data, "it is evident that de­
mographic changes in our country have been the ma­
jor shaping force of our membership numbers, not 
outdated methodologies nor a generation gap in the 

ern Baptist churches are located in 
rural areas, mostly scat_tered throughout the South. 
"This is not to suggest that the churches in rural areas 
are not vital or viable or vibrant. There are believers 
in rural America who will need to be disciples and re­
ceive ministering," he allowed. "However, if 80 percent 
of the population now lives in a metropolitan area, the 
SBC needs to place greater emphasis on an intentional 
and coordinated plan for church planting in these pop­
ulated areas." 

As more people move to the cities, and as the growth 
of African-American, Hispanic and Asian populations 
continues to greatly outpace that of Anglo's, Hall sug­
gested that Baptist congregations will need to adapt 
their evangelism strategies to start growing again. 

This is already happening among Kentucky Baptists. 
When Carlos De La Barra, who leads ethnic work for 
the state convention, arrived in 1992, there was only 
one Hispanic church. Today, there are more than 110 
ethnic churches and ministries serving at least 15 dif­
ferent people groups, including Koreans, Chinese, Fili­
pinos, Laotians and Haitians: 

Our metropolitan areas are full of people of other 
nationalities, according to De la Barra. "This is a stra­
tegic way we can fulfill the Great Commission right 
here in our state," he reminds Kentucky Baptists, not­
ing that they often are open to the gospel and ready to 
receive the good news of salvation. 

North American Mission Board officials tell us that 
from 1998 and 2005, Anglo congregations grew by 
1,267, with a gain of 364,367 members. Meanwhile, 
ethnic congregations surged by more than double that 
figure, with 2,668 new churches and a gain of 567,524 
members. 

Just this week, SBC President Johnny Hunt felt · a 
need to expand the newly-created task force for the 
Great Commission Resurgence. He added an African­
American church planter from Atlanta, a Hispanic pas­
tor from Dallas, a women's ministry speaker from Den­
ver, and a pastor from Philadelphia. 

The gospel train's a-comin'. Can you hear the whis­
tle blowing; too? Get on board. 

Ten thousand steps; ten thousand prayers map to mark your zone. 
'io the Heart of OUr Town" Prayer 

Walk. On a large master map, mem­
bers put a stick-on dot where they 
plan to begin their wall< toward the 
church. Some walk a block; others 
walk miles, but all paths lead to the 
church building where prayer wall<­
ers will rally. 

My friend wears a pedometer to 
count the number of steps he takes. 

with church members-some stroll­
ing, some jogging, some with a walk­

His healthy goal is to take 
10,000 steps daily. Fresh Ideas 

er or wheelchair or baby 
stroller-praying as they go, 
tall<iilg to God about people 
who need to know Hirn. 

Let's suppose that each 
of us wears a pedometer 
and mal<es a goal to pray fo{ 
people in our life's path. We 
pray silently for neighbors 
as we pass their house, for 
associates as we go by their 
work station and for players 
at the ball game. 

Need a few starter ideas? 
"Circle the City'' Prayer 

Walk. On a large city map, 
make a circle of stick-on pa­
per dots spaced around the 
parameter of the town or 
a one-mile radius of your 

God's word instructs us 
to "pray constantly," so we 

Diana Davis church. Members sign a dot 

pray as we go wherever our 10,000 
steps tal<e us. • • 

A church-wide prayer walk is a 
simple, effective way to inspire mem­
bers to pray. It can be an hour, day­
long or ongoing event. The prayer 
walk could launch a church plant, 
revival, or new church ministry. It 
could target a subdivision or cam­
pus. Your city streets will be filled 

to commit to prayer walk 
from that dot clockwise to the next 
dot on the circle, surrounding your 
city in prayer. 

"My 7.one" Prayer Walk. Each 
member selects a specific area to 
prayer walk, such as their street, 
neighborhood, apartment complex 
or office building. My son's church 
charts prayer walk assignments on­
line or you can use a highlighter and 

Permanent Prayer Walk Path. A 
North Dal<0ta church built a prayer 
wall<Way around their church's 
acres. Members walk and pray for 
church ministry and outreach. . 

A churchwide prayer walk can 
open members' eyes to ministry and 
witnessing opportunities. Read Spri 
nkle's, "Follow Me,"ibsaprayer.blog 
spot.com and nppn.org for prayer 
-walking instructions. Then make a 
plan to fit your church. 

Ten thousand steps. Ten thou­
sand prayers. It's hard to fathom the 
potential impact. Maybe it's time to 
get your pedometer. 
Diana Davis' latest book is "Deacon Wives" 
(B&H Publishing, 2009). 



OPINION 
Time to review estate plan 
By Laurie Valentine 

Estate planning should not be something you do 
only once in your life. 

Changes in your family, changes in what you 
own, and/or changes in the charitable causes 

you support may require chang­
es in your plan from time to time 
throughout your life to assure your 
estate distribution objectives will 

-

continue to be accomplished. 
Changes in the fed~ral estate tax 

laws can also necessitate changes 
in your plan. The recent increase 
in the federal estate tax exemption 

equivalent (formerly known as the "unified credit 
amount") to $3.5 million is one such example. 

In the 1980s and 1990s, many couples with com­
bined estates exceeding the $600,000 unified credit 
amount developed estate plans that included a pro­
vision directing the creation of a "bypass trust" at 
the first spouse's death. The bypass trust was to be 
funded with an amount equal to the estate tax ex­
emption in effect at the death of the spouse and, 
because the surviving spouse had limited rights in 
the bypass trust, the value of that trust would not 
be included in the surviving spouse's estate at his 
or her subsequent death. 

This planning allowed a couple with a combined 
estate of$1.2 million to pass its estate tax free. 

Now that the estate tax exemption is almost six 
times what it was, a distribution plan set up years 
ago to save death taxes may no longer be needed. 
Failing to review and revise your plan may result in 
a no-longer-needed-for-tax-savings bypass trust be­
ing created at the death of the first spouse. The sur­
viving spouse will have limited rights in the bypass 
trust assets and earnings, those assets will have to 
be invested separately and tax returns will have to 
be filed for the bypass trust. 

Avoid unexpected consequences of -an out-dat­
ed estate plan. -Make time to review your plan with 
your legal and tax advisers. 

Laurie Valentine is trust counsel for the Kentucky Baptist 
Foundation. 

Does your pastor seem a little lon_ely? 
By Tom Ehrich 

A Facebook group to which I belong 
held a discussion of loneliness among 
senior pastors. 

People commented that pastors 

to keep clergy under control, which 
is also a way to keep God small and 
non-threatening. One pastor told me, 
"Many laypeople are unwilling to treat 
their leaders as human beings who 

tend to have few friends 
with whom they can re­
lax and be themselves. 

FIRST PERSON 
need a compliment or 
kind comment from time 
to time." 

Clergy said they need to be guarded 
about what they say and wary of being 
judged on superficials, such as their at­
tire. They said their work is so all-con­
suming that they rarely have time for 
friendships outside the congregation. 

It isn't just senior pastors, partici­
pants said, but all clergy, and indeed 
most organizational leaders. Hierar­
chical leadership leaves them cut off 
from sustaining friendships, even cut 
off from their families . 

My immediate contribution to the 
discussion was to say this: 

■ The No. 1 need is to have a life out­
side church- a life with nonchurch ac­
tivities and nonchurch friends , where 
the pastor can be just a person. If the 
pastor has a family, life outside church 
should put family first. Children need 
a parent, not a role model standing in 
a pulpit. 

• Second is to have healthy boundar­
ies, where church work ends and rest­
of-life begins. Fuzzy boundaries lead to 
loneliness. 

• Third is to have realistic expecta­
tions of church members. To them, the 
pastor is never out ofrole. True intima­
cy with church members tends to be 
problematic. 

Loneliness takes a serious toll. It can 
lead to sadness and depression. It can 
lead to boundary problems, acting out 
and inappropriate behavior. It can sap a 
pastor's energy and confidence. 

Some laity impose isolation as a way 

Most constituents, I think, contrib­
ute to the loneliness unwittingly by 
making comments that treat their pas­
tor as a curiosity and by not including 
the pastor in certain activities. 

Politicians learn to exploit such be­
havior-although they still get into 
boundary troubles-and celebrities 
ride it to the bank. Clergy occupy a 
strange middle ground: needing to be 
political but not possessing the politi­
cian's thick skin; serving as a local ce­
lebrity but not equipped to manage the 
spotlight. 

As church staffs shrink and church 
institutions provide less collegiality to 
clergy, the pastor's loneliness seems 
likely to worsen. Dealing with that 
loneliness should be a primary task for 
both congregations and their denomi­
nations. 

Nervous clergy might be malleable, 
but the gospel is better served when 
clergy feel able to preach boldly, to tend 
to all constituents and not just the pow­
erful, and to lead with godly vision, not 
paycheck anxiety. 

Clergy who have full lives, including 
friendships, downtime and acceptance 
(of both their personalities and their 
flaws), will be more likely to connect 
with their constituents' lives. Isolated 
clergy tend to get too institutional, be­
cause institution is the one place they 
feel safe and competent. (RNS) 

• Tom Ehrich is a writer, church consultant and 
Episcopal priest based in New York. 
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Barna study: 
Hispanics adopting 
mainstream faith 

The Hispanic population, the 
largest ethnic group in the United 
States, rapidly has been adopting 
the mainstream beliefs and prac­
tices of all Americans, according to 
a study by The Barna Group. 

The study, released July 6, com­
pared the faith of Hispanics today 
to their faith profile of15 years ago 
and found 11 faith dimensions on 
which there had been substantial 
change. 

Barna found Hispanics ' align­
ment with the Catholic Church 
was down by 25 percentage points, 
and Hispanics who believe a good 
person can earn his way into heav­
en was down 9 percentage points. 

Being a born-again Christian by 
Barna's definition was up 17 per­
centage points among Hispanics, 
and having made a personal com­
mitment to Jesus was up 15 per­
centage points. 

Church attendance among His­
panics in an average week had in­
creased 10 percentage points, Bar­
na said, and reading the Bible was 
up 5 percentage points. 

Hispanics who were surveyed 
also were more likely to claim to 
have a personal responsibility to 
share their religious beliefs with 
others (up 10 percentage points), 
believe that God is the all-powerful, 
all-knowing creator of the universe· 
who still rules the world today (up 
8 points), and believe that the Bible 
is accurate in all of the principles it 
teaches (up 6 points). (BP) 

Seven pivotal relationships for vibrant youth ministry Obsession with beauty affects kids 
Over the past several months, we have been exam­

ining the state of youth ministry in Kentucky. We in­
vited about 20 people involved in youth ministry from 
every section of our state who are serving in churches 

Relationships with church staff and youth work- By David Gerrard 
ers. Those fellow ministers that God has assembled They were called "glamour photos," and they could make 
to be part of the team with whom you are blessed to a 9 year old look 17. A new hairstyle, make up, perfect light-
do ministry can be your greatest asset or your great- ing and voila! Almost anyone came out looking like a million 

of various sizes to be part of an on-line Google 
community. There we carried on a continu­
ing conversation on what is working in reach­
ing students. We also asked very pointed ques­
tions at this spring's Iron Sharpening Iron 
events. Again, we were trying to get a handle 
on what is working to reach this generation 
of students. 

Youth Ministry 
Corner 

est source of consternation. I have seen medio- ;;;=aa dollars. Whether or not they really looked like 
ere youth ministries made great because of the themselves was another question. 
youth minister's ability to recruit and unleash Glamour shots were pretty much just for 
a host of volunteers to be part of a vital team. H;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;:!I fun, but times are changing as our culture be­
I also have seen a ton of talented youth minis- - comes more and more obsessed with looks-

In this process, as you can imagine, several 
things appeared. We know there isn't just one 
formula for having a successful youth minis­
try, but the one aspect that appeared over and 

ters crash and burn because_ they couldn't fig- I I and the obsession has worked its way down 
ure out how to involve others. to our children. TLC has a reality show called 

Relationships with the students. You would liijiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiil ''Toddlers and Tiaras" that chronicles beauty 
think this would be higher on the list, and pageants for children as young as two. Spas are' 
for most youth ministers/workers it is. While targeting the 0-12 age group. Facials, manicures, pedicures ... 
a passion for teenagers is why most of us got for children! According to one study, 8-12 year olds are spend-
into youth work, we cannot ignore the oth- ing $40 million a month on beauty products. 

Joe Ball over had to do with relationships. The over­
whelming consensus was that a key to youth 
ministry involved forming healthy relationships in 
these areas: 

er relationships around us. They should feel "Obsession (with physical appearance) at an early age fos-

The youth ministers' relationship with God. This is 
the base upon which healthy youth ministry is built. 
You would think that this would be a "no brainer," 
but it is one area in which- when we as youth minis­
ters become transparent and open with each other­
we all struggle. 

It is not uncommon that, in being about the busy­
ness of ministry we forget to take time to work on our 
personal relationships with God. The times we spend 
in the word preparing for the next Bible study or re­
treat are not a substitute for our alone time with the 
Creator. 

Relationships with family. A line from a classic 
song by Waylon and Willie goes, "They'll never stay 
home and they're always alone, even with someone 
they love." While they were talking about cowboys, I 
think it applies to many youth ministers, especially 
in the summer time. Let us not be so busy relating to 
other peoples' kids that we forget to relate to our own. 
Oh, and don't forget to date your spouse. 

safe around us and lmow that we are there for ters a belief that these are essential components of who we 
them, but within the confines of a healthy teen-adult are," says Susie Orbach, author and former therapist to Prin-
relationship. cess Di. And therein lies the rub. Children need to lmow that 

Relationships with local schools and community or• God made them, God loves them, and that is what makes them 
ganizations. One of the realizations that kept reoccur- special- not how they look. 
ring in our discussion was that the days of opening the Taking care of yourself and wanting to look your best are 
doors of the church and seeing the students clamor- worthy goals as long as they don't become all-consuming and 
ing to get in are for the most part over. If we are going the basis of a child's identity and sense of self-worth. Encour-
to have a vital youth ministry, then we need to get in- age good grooming. In particular, teach your daughters to ap-
volved where students are. Building relationships with preciate their natural beauty. When the time comes, teach 
schools and community groups, such as Boy Scouts, them how to use make up and other beauty aids with restraint. 
dance teams, community theatre and ball teams, are Frame all of this within a context of biblical teaching about 
central to being involved in the lives of this generation self-worth, free from the pressure of standards that quickly be-
of students. come as unrealistic as they are meaningless. 

Relationships with other youth ministers. The old The writer of Proverbs tells us that "charm is deceptive and 
adage that "no man is an island" is as true in youth beauty is fleeting" (Proverbs 31:30). Paul reminds Timothy that 
ministry as elsewhere. For years I have said it this way: physical training has some value, but godliness has value for 
"No one understands youth ministry like another all things (1 Timothy 4:8). Both passages challenge our cul-
youth minister." Being involved in a local network of ture's obsession with how we look. Teach your children these 
other youth ministers and workers is vital to a vibrant truths. 
youth ministry. David Garrard is minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist Church in 
Joe Ball, a former youth minister at Edgewood Baptist Church in Louisville. 
Hopkinsville, is youth strategist for the Kentucky Baptist Convention 



6 BAPTISTS 
Wife of Ohio executive director dies- Kay Kwok, wife of Jack 
Kwok, executive director of the State Convention of Bap­
tists in Ohio, died June 27 in Owensboro. The family was 
preparing for the ordination of their eldest son J.P. at Bel­
levue Baptist Church where he serves as worship pastor. 
A native of Memphis, Tenn., Kwok was a registered nurse 
and musician. After illnesses prevented her from singing 
and playing, she focused on other ministries: public speak­
ing, writing and intercessory prayer. She served alongside 
her husband as a pastor's wife for 18 years, a Southern Bap­
tist home missionary for eight years and an executive di­
rector!s wife for 13 years. Kwok is·survived by her husband, 
two sons and a grandson. Funeral services were held July 
3 and 7 in Ohio. 

• Former Missouri exec Nelson dies at 96-Longtime Missouri 
Baptist leader Tom Nelson died June 9 at The Baptist Home 
in Ozark, Mo. He was 96. He retired in 1978 after 16 years as 
executive director of the Missouri Baptist Foundation. On 
two separate occasions, Nelson served as interim executive 
director of the Missouri Baptist Convention. Nelson also 
served three churchc::s as pastor. He is survived l;,y three 
children, two grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 
Funeral services were held June 13 at First Baptist Church 
of Jefferson City, Mo. 

Texas pastor Graham diagnosed with cancer- Jack Graham, 
pastor of the Dallas-area Preston wood Baptist Church and 
a former Southern .Baptist Convention president, recent­
ly announced that he was diagnosed with prostate can­
cer and is taking a two-month sabbatical. Graham under­
went successful surgery May 14 after consulting with doc­
tors. He said physicians have assured him that his "prog­
nosis is outstanding." On June 6-7, Prestonwood celebrat­
ed Graham's 20th anniversary as pastor of the church, 
which has more than tripled in membership since he ar­
rived. On that weekend, a member of the church's person­
nel committee announced that Graham would receive a 
two-month sabbatical in recognition of his milestone an­
niversary. Executive Pastor Mike Buster said that over the 
next two months the preaching schedule will include min: 
isters from the Prestonwood preaching team, along with 
guest speakers. 

Task Force chair calls for prayer volunteers- The d1airman 
of the Great Commission Task Force has asked for 5,000 
volunteers who will pray regularly on _behalf of the com­
mittee. Ronnie Floyd, senior pastor of First Baptist Church 
of Springdale, Ark., and The Church at Pinnacle Hills in 
Rogers, Ark., will chair the 19-member committee, which 
was appointed June 24 by Southern Baptist Convention 
President Johnny Hunt. Messengers to the SBC annual 
meeting in Louisville overwhelmingly adopted a motion 
to authorize the move June 23 . A Web site soon will launch 
where volunteers can register their commitment to pray, 
Floyd said. Prayer points will be sent to those who regis­
ter. The vote authorizing the task force charges them with 
studying how Southern Baptists can work "more faithful­
ly and effectively together in serving Christ through the 
Great Commission." 

Baptist Women in Ministry hires Durso-Just six years after 
it laid off its staff and considered closing for good, Baptist 
Women in Ministry has hired a new full-time executive di­
rector. Pamela Durso, who previously was associate direc­
tor of the Baptist History and Heritage Society, began July 
1 as leader of the group that advocates and provides ser­
vices for women ministers in Baptist life. The group was 
formed in 1983 at Crescent Hill Baptist Church in Louis­
ville and later moved to Central Baptist Theological Sem­
inary in Kansas City, Kan. Facing declining membership 
and reduced funding, the group was forced to lay off two 
staff members in 2003 and launched a study to determine 
if it should continue to exist. In 2004, BWIM moved its of­
fices. to the campus of Mercer University's McAfee School of 
Theology in Atlanta. • 

Liberty offers compromise on student clubs-Liberty Uni­
versity has decided to detach itself from all campus politi­
cal clubs that misrepresent the schools' Christian mission, 
stripping them of funding, but compromising on regula­
tions. Classifying them as "unofficial clubs," the school has 
adopted new policies to regulate school groups that "are 
not aligned with Liberty's core Values." These clubs still 
can use the school's name, but only if they publicize that 
the school does not endorse them. They also can assemble 
on school grounds and use campus resources if their pur­
poses are not in conflict with the religious doctrines of the 
university. 
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SBC. Executive Committee VP Logan 
resigns, Chapman declines comment 

Nashville- The Southern Baptist 
Convention official responsible for 
planning the SBC annual meeting 
has abruptly resigned after less than 
two years on the job and two weeks 
after this year's convention meeting 
in Louisville. 

The Southern Baptist Texan news­
paper first reported the resignation 
of Clark Logan, the SBC Executive 
Committee's vice president for busi­
ness and finance since October 2007. 
Executive Committee President Mor­
ris Chapman told the newspaper 
that Logan resigned July 1. Asked 
to confirm reports that Logan was 
fired, Chapman said, "It is not the 
practice of the Executive Committee 
to respond to rumors." 

Another Baptist state newspaper, 
the Florida Baptist Witness, report­
ed that Logan released a statement 
declining to comment on the rea­
sons for his resignation other than · 
to clarify that he was not accused of, 
or involved in, anything immoral or 
unethical. 

Logan said he was asked July 1 to 
submit his resignation by the end 
of the day and that he complied. "I 

have enjoyed the past 21 months 
of service to the people of the SBC 
through the VP role and that of con­
vention manager," the statement 
said. "I am grateful to God, my staff 
and countless volunteers for a suc­
cessful annual meeting just two 
weeks ago." 

The Executive Committee elect­
ed Logan, 42, to the position unan­
imously in September 2007. He suc­
ceeded Jack Wilkerson, who retired 
in October 2007 after 14 years. 

Before that, Logan worked seven 
years at Southern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary in Louisville, first as as­
sistant director of admissions, later 
as director of development and final-· 
ly as senior vice president for institu­
tional advancement. 

Logan worked in the insurance 
business before entering the minis­
try in 1998. He holds bachelor's and 
master's degrees in business admin­
istration and in 2001 earned a mas­
ter of divinity degree from South­
ern Seminary's Billy Graham School 
of Missions, Evangelism and Church 
Growth. 

He worked as a youth minister 

RESIGNED Clark Logan addresses the 
SBC Executive Committee after his .elec-

. tion as vice president for business and 
finance. Logan abruptly stepped down 
from the post July 1 after less than two 
years. (BP photo) 

and an assistant pastor at two Ken­
tucky churches and was ordained 
to the ministry by Highview Baptist 
Church in Louisville in 2005. 

Logan and his wife, Helen, have 
three sons. He said in his statement 
that he wishes God's blessing on the 
Executive Committee and is trusting 
the Lord for "protection of and provi­
sion for" his family. (ABP) 

Former Southern Baptist leader Mosley dies at 81 
Gastonia, N.C.-Ernest Mosley, 

whose ministry spanned 65 years, 
stretching from local churches to 
leadership roles in the Southern 
Baptist Convention, died July 8 at 
age 81. He was diagnosed with can­
cer last fall and had been under 
home hospice care. 

Mosley was executive vice presi­
dent of the SBC Executive Commit­
tee from 1987 until his retirement 
in 1998; executive director of the 
Illinois Baptist State Association 
from 1980-87; and pastoral section 
supervisor at the former Baptist 
Sunday School Board (now LifeWay 

Christian Resources) during 13 years 
on staff at the SBC entity. 

He was president of the Hawaii 
Baptist Convention in 1966-67 and 
was a pastor, assistant pastor or min­
ister of education of churches in 
four states. 

SBC Executive Committee Pres­
ident Morris Chapman said South­
ern Baptists have lost "an outstand­
ing servant of Christ and denomina­
tional statesman." • 

"Ernest Mosley gave of himself 
through a lifetime of service as a 
pastor, author, editor and denomi­
national leader. He also gave of him-

ON THE ROAD AGAIN 

IN 2010! 
Now is a good time to begin 
planning your church's mission 
involvement for 2010. 
The KBC Partnership Missions Department 
can help you ·plan the right trip for your needs 
regardless of your level of experience. We offer: 

self as a faitl1ful husband, father and 
grandfather," Chapman added. 

"Through his gentle spirit and 
lighthearted manner, he fostered 
openness, trust, res\)ect and cooper­
ation during a tumultuous period in 
Baptist life," Chapman said. "He was 
truly a giant of a man, a genuine 
man of God." 

Mosley is survived by his wife, Viv­
ian, three daughters and 10 grand­
children. 

Funeral services were held July 11 
at Parkwood Baptist Church in Gas­
tonia, N.C., where the Mosleys were 
members. (BP) 

• Missions opportunities consultation 
• Strategy and long-term planning 
• Travel logistics 
• Partnering with field missionaries 
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Without reversal, Southern Baptists face significant decline 
Stetzer: SBC must baptize 
more young adults, reach 
more foreign-born people· 
By Rob Phillips 
Life Way Christian Resources 

Louisville-Southern Baptist member­
ship will fall nearly 50 percent by 2050 
unless the aging and predominantly 
white denomination reve~ses a SO-year 
trend and does more to strengthen evan­
gelism, reach immigrants and develop a 
broader ethnic base, according to data re­
cently released by LifeWay Research. 

Ed Stetzer, director of LifeWay Re­
search, told editors of the Association of 
State Baptist Papers last month that while 
SBC membership has risen most years-by 
as much as 4 percent in 1951-the rate 
of increase has been declining by 0.06 
percent per year, and the membership 
change trend line now has passed into 
negative territory. 

"If the SO-year trend cont_inues, project­
ed membership of (Southern Baptist Con­
vention) churches would be 8.7 million in 
2050, down from 16.2 million last year," 

Stetzer noted. "Using U.S. Census project­
ed population figures, SBC membership 
could fall from a peak of 6 percent of the 
American population in the late 1980s to 
2 percent in 2050." 

Stetzer quoted Cliff Tharp.an SBC stat­
istician for 35 years, who said, "We have 
been slowing in our growth and have now 
passed into decline. We are right at the 
top of the arc and beginning to go down. 
But changes we make now can change 
that trend significantly. These stats are 
not new but it has never caught anyone's 
attention until now." 

Stetzer said there are many factors · 
that can contribute to such decline. One 
factor is that the mean age of the denom­
ination's members is increasingly older 
than the general population, especial­
ly in the South, and Southern Baptists 
are reaching and baptizing fewer young 
adults. Second, Southern Baptists have 
failed to keep pace with the rising num­
ber of non-white and non-black citizens 
in the United States. 

"The difference in the mean age of 
Southern Baptists versus the U.S. popula­
tion shows SBC members older, especial­
ly since 1993," Stetzer pointed out. "Pri-

or to 2000, the difference in ages was not 
statistically significant, but we started to 
see a statistically significant divide in the·· 
age distribution of SBC members versus 
the general U.S. population after the turn 
of the century." 

Meanwhile, the percentage of the 
non-white and non-black population is 
very different in the U.S. versus the SBC, 
Stetzer said, drawing from General So­
cial Service data. Last year, for example 
"other" races made up 10 percent of the 
U.S. population but only 2 percent of SBC 
membership, according to the GSS. 

At the same time, the portion of the 
U.S. population that is foreign-born is out­
pacing the segment of foreign-born South­
ern Baptists. In 2008, 14 percent of the U.S. 
population was foreign born while only 
3 percent of SBC members hailed from 
other countries. 

The gap is particularly evident in the 
South, where immigrants make up a 
growing portion of the population, es­
pecially since 2000. "The South is becom­
ing increasingly multi-ethnic but the 
SBC is not keeping pace," Stetzer said. 
"Although Southern Baptists have done 
great work among immigrant and ethnic 

groups, they are still underrepresented in 
our denomination. Great opportunity ex­
ists for us to share the gospel and minis­
ter to people. Ironically, the world is com­
ing to us more quickly than we are going 
to the world." 

Stetzer also addressed the recent de­
cline in baptisms in Southern Baptist 
churches, pointing out that while bap­
tisms have fallen every year but one since 
1999, the trend line since 1950 shows no 
discernable pattern. "Baptisms often have 
risen several years in a row, only to fall for 
several years following," he said. "The an­
nual percentage change of total baptisms 
in the SBC since 1950 is essentially flat. 
That means total baptisms between now 
and 2050 are projected to remain roughly 
unchanged as well. We hope that the last 
few years of decline are not a trend but 
just a blip, but there is no way to tell." 

But it's not an inevitable fate, he ex­
plained. "We can rally Southern Baptists 
in efforts such as engaging ethnicities in 
a way that we currently are not." 

Bottom line? "There's work to be 
done," Stetzer said. 
With additional reporting by Grace Thornton of The 
Alabama Baptist 

Series of constitutional changes 
likely at upcoming BWA meeting 

Ede, Netherlands- A number of sig- The new Executive Committee, 
nificant constitutional changes are which is to be elected next year dur­
slated·to be made during the Baptist ing the 20th Baptist World Congress 
World A.Hiam:e annual gathering ip: • in: Honolulu, is in~4ed to ~ecome 
Ede, Net~i:-lands, July 27-Aug, 1. • ·.•, .f. ''.more deli~~~iwli;" anq, t0-take on .. 

Budget issues, generational shift· 
headline 2009 CBF General Assembly 

The p.roposed amendments· will m-oader responsibilities. 
be brought before the General Coun- The proposed changes came af­
cil, which convenes during the meet- ter a series of meetings and deliber­
ing. ations by the Implementation Task 

The size of the BWA Executive Force, formed in 2005 to study and 
Committee, now numbering more implement proposals coming from 
than 60, would be reduced to 25. The the 21st Century Committee, which 
number ofBWA vice presidents is to . was created in 2000 to study the ef­
be cut from the current count of 19 fectiveness ofBWA ministries. 
to 12, one of whom will be designat- After the ITF report was received 
ed first vice president. and voted on by the General Council 

Also chairs of program commit- at last year's meeting, the Constitu­
tees no longer will have a seat on tion and Bylaws Committee took on 
the Executive Committee. However, the task of proposing the relevant 
chairs of standing committees will changes that will be considered at 
continue to serve as members of the this year's annual gathering. 
executive group. Program commit- If the changes are approved, a 
tees are expected to become advi- new Nominations Committee will 
sory committees, assisting BWA di- be formed, replacing the Officers 
rei::tors in their work, and no longer Search Committee which previous­
will have an executive or governance ly named individuals to BWA com-
function. mittees. 
·~ ··----,:·····,•·.·. ·"······.~--- .·_ ._·. 

Abiding _in Christ. Serving Others. 
Transforming the World. 

Now accepting applications for 

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK 
Call today to take the next step towards 

transforming your world. 

ASBURY Cl) COLLEGE 
Academic Excellence & Spiritual Vitality 

I Macklem Drive, Wilmore, KY 40390 
859-858-351 I x2256 * msw@asbury.edu 

www.asbury.edu/graduate/msw 

Advanced Standing options available with BSW. 

By Bob Allen 
~ouston-The Cooperative Baptist Fellow­

ship faced financial I:tanMtfp. il.Ild ge~rati<>n-,• 
al change at its 19th Gerre:ral Assemoly- July 
1-3 in Houston. 

Registration for the meeting reached 1,637, 
well below the 2,250 registered at last year's 
meeting. Organizers anticipated a smaller 
crowd, because the meeting was held on a dif­
ferent week than usual and wrapped up at the 
beginning of a holiday weekend. 

Participants adopted a budget of a $16.1 mil­
lion, slightly less than last year's budget, but the 
organization will enter the 2009-10 fiscal year 
spending at 80 percent of ~at amount. That 
continues a contingency spending plan in place 
since March to handle a budget shortfall. 

"It will come as no surprise to you that this 
has been a difficult fiscal year for everyone, in­
cluding the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship," 
said Colleen Burroughs, chair of the finance 
committee of the group's Coordinating Coun­
cil. "The contracting global economy has affect­
ed millions oflives around the world, and CBF is 
not immune to that reality." 

As the CBF prepares for its 20th General As­
sembly next year in Charlotte, N.C., Daniel Ves­
tal, CBF executive coordinator, described the 
·movement, which formed in the 1980s, as "ates­
timony of grace and providence." 

"I know we are living in a recession," Ves­
tal said. "I know that we are in a culture-both 
secular and popular Christianity- that in many 
ways is hostile to what we believe. I also know 
that some of you live and serve in diffi.cult and 
dangerous places. I know some of you feel isolat­
ed and, at times discouraged. I feel that way at 
times, but I believe in the grace of God and the 
providence of God working in and through us." 

The assembly crowd was younger than in pre- . 
vious years. Terry Hamrick, a CBF official who 
for many years has held a leadership training 
seminar for ministers, said this year, for the first 
time, participants from the 15 theology schools 
supported by the CBF outnumbered those who 
graduated from Southern Baptist Convention 
seminaries before the 1990s. 

In other business: 
■About 800 people at a commissioning. ser­

vice July 1 at Houston's South Main Baptist 
Church prayed for six newly commissioned CBF 

Daniel Vestal 

field personnel. All six are self-funded and will 
serve in ministries to the homeless in North Car­
olina, poor children in Miami, and churches 
and suffering people in China. 

"It's not about you. It's not about us," CBF 
Global Missions Coordinator Rob Nash chal­
lenged the missionaries. "It is about the most 
neglected. It is about the least-evangelized and 
the most-marginalized people in the world." 

• CBF leaders formally signed a memoran­
dum of understanding with the Japan Baptist 
Convention, representing an official partner­
ship between the organizations. 

In the three-year partnership, the Fellow­
ship and the Japan Baptist Convention will co­
ordinate their efforts related to church plant­
ing, faith sharing and education ministries. The 
primary ministry of mission personnel will be 
teaching English in the local churches. 

■The CBF elected Christy McMillin-Goodwin, 
associate minister for education and missions 
at Oakland Baptist Church in Rock Hill, S.C., 
as moderator-elect. When she assumes office 
in 20l0-11 she will become the first moderator 
to graduate from a CBF partner school, Baptist 
Theological Seminary at Richmond. (ABP) 
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FBC Dallas to end Criswell College-ownership 
By Jerry Pierce 
Southern Baptist Texan 

Dallas-In a nearly unanimous vote, 
members of First Baptist Church of Dal­
las voted July 8 to end their 40-year own­
ership of Cri~well College, paving the way 
for the school's independence. 

The vote followed the unanimous rec­
ommendation of the church's deacons on 
June 16, and months of negotiations be­
tween leaders of the church and Criswell 
College, a four-year school with its own ra­
dio station. 

Church members voted after hear­
ing from several leaders from the dea­
con body and the school's trustee board, 
including pastor and Criswell's current 
chancellor, Robert Jeffress, who in quot­
ing the school's trustee chairman called 
the agreement a "win-win-win situation." 

The fate of the radio station had been 
a "distraction" since talk of a proposed 
sale by the college became public .sever­
al years ago. 

"It's time for all of that to come to an 
end," Jeffress said, explaining that the 
station would be jointly owned by the 
church and school as the two members of 
a newly formed nonprofit corporation. 

Going about business 
The separation would allow the school 

to get back to its primary task of"training 
men and women with a biblical world­
view and training preachers" and would 
give it an advantage in fundraising, Jef­
fress said, while offering the church a 
"valuable and much-needed solution" to 
the burden of tending to the school. 

Jeffress told church members the col-

lege's governance also had become a dis­
traction for the last three pastors, whose 
duties included serving as chancellor 
alongside the school's president. 

Criswell College's new • governance 
would take effect Jan. 1. The changes re­
quire approval from the Federal Cqmmu­
nications Commission and the school's 
accrediting agency, the Southern Associ­
ation of Colleges and Schools. 

First Baptist, Dallas, launched the col­
lege in 1969 when founding chancellor 
WA. Criswell announced his vision for an 
institution to provide biblical training for 
pastors, Sunday school teacher,s and oth­
er laymen who had not completed college­
level ministerial training. The first classes 
were held in 1970. Today; nearly 400 stu­
dents attend undergraduate and master's­
level courses at the school. (BP) 

Attendance higher, younger at' Louisville convention 
Louisville-Interest in the "Great Com­

mission Resurgence" caused an atten­
dance resurgence at the Southern Baptist 
Convention annual meeting June 23-24 in 
Louisville, according to registration secre­
tary Jim Wells . This year's unofficial mes­
senger count was 8,790, more than 1,500 
over last year's tally in Indianapolis. 

"It was way above my expectations," 
Wells said. 

Location played a large role as well. 
Kentucky had the largest state represen­
tation with 1,597 messengers, more than 
twice its 2008 delegation and almost 
twice as many as the next largest state, 

Tennessee. 
"It was also a younger convention," 

Wells noted. "I saw a lot of younger pas­
tors and families." 

He said the large Kentucky numbers 
and the younger crowd could be attribut­
ed to the annual meeting's close proxim­
ity to Southern Baptist Theological Sem­
inary. 

The registration process "went very 
smoothly," Wells said, praising the partic­
ipation of 60 collegiate volunteers from 
Baptist Collegiate Ministries in Kentucky, 
Tennessee, South Carolina and Indiana. 

As for next year in Orlando, Wells said 

Guided by 

he thinks he will see yet another boost in 
attendance. 

"It'll be way up," he said. 'Tm looking 
for a significantly larger group because it 
is such a family-friendly destination." 

The top states represented at this year's 
convention were: Kentucky, 1,597; Tennes­
see, 805; Georgia, 730; North Carolina, 537; 
Alabama, 526; Mississippi, 422; South Car­
olina, 414; Florida, 393; Texas, 389; Mis­
souri, 354; Indiana, 347; Virginia, 313; Illi­
nois, 287; Ohio, 249; Arkansas, 239; Louisi-

• ana, 210; Oklahoma, 204; California, 122; 
Maryland, 86; West Virginia, 66; Michigan, 
62; Kansas, 53. (BP) • 
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Hunt adds four to Great 
Commission Task Force 

Nashville-Four individuals have been 
added to the Great Commission Task 
Fo_rce appointed June 24 by Southern 
Baptist Convention President Johnny 
Hunt during the SBC annual meeting in 
Louisville. 

"After announcing the names of 
the GCR task force, I received feedback 
about the need for greater representa­
tion," Hunt said July 8, in a statement to · 
Baptist Press. "I have added an African­
American who is a church planter, a His­
panic, an additional woman who also is 
familiar with the Western region of the 
U.S., and a representative of the North­
east region. 

"I want Southern Baptists to know I 
heard their concerns and have respond­
ed," Hunt noted. 

Those Southern Baptists added to the 
task force were: 

John Cope. senior pastor of Keystone 
Community Fellowship in North Wales, 
Pa., near Philadelphia. 

Kathy Ferguson. a women's ministry 
speaker whose late husband, Rick, was 
a pastor in Denver before his accidental 
death seven years ago. In August, she will 
marry Ed Litton, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of North Mobile, Ala., who lost 
his wife in an accident two years ago. 

Larry Grays. senior pastor of Midtown 
Bridge Church in Atlanta. 

Ruben Hernandez, associate Spanish 
pastor at the Dallas-area Prestonwood 
Baptist Church in Plano, Texas. (BP) 

Committed to Serve 

Norton Healthcare is a leader in the health ministries movement promoting health and wellness of church 

members. Through the work of the Office of Church and Health Ministries, Norton Healthcare provides 

education, resources and services to faith community nurses and others. We invite you to learn more by 

attending one of the following information sessions. 

Ministering to the Health of Your Congregation 
These free information sessions are for health care professionals and others interested in learning about faith 

community nursing an"d the promotion of health and wellness within faith communities. Both one-hour 

presentations are identical; call (502) 6'29-1 '234 to register. 

Saturday, July 18 
10 to 11 a.m. 
Norton Audubon Hospital 
Community Room, LL'2 

Tuesday, July 2 1 · 
10 to 11 a.m. 
Norton Audubon Hospital 
Community Room, LL'2 

Sponsored by the Norton Healthcare Office of Church and Health Ministries 

~ 
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Church and Health Ministries 



NATION m&raer 9 
July 14, 2009 

Critics charge stem cell guidelines leave ethical loopholes 
Washington-Christian conser­

vative groups decried new federal 
guidelines that will increase tax­
payer dollars going to embryonic 
stem cell research. 

The guidelines, which took ef­
fect July 7 after they were issued by 
the National Institutes of Health, 
stipu1ate that federally funded re­
search will be allowed only on ex­
cess embryos at fertility clinics that . 
would otherwise be discarded. 

Embryos cannot be created sole­
ly for research, and donors must 
give "voluntary written consent" to 
use "the embryos for research. 

The guidelines also make clear 
that stem cells derived from ther­
apeutic cloning, also lmown as so­
matic cell nuclear transfer, are not 
eligible for federal funds-a stance 
that pro-life advocates applauded. 

However, pro-lifers claim the 
rules leave open a loophole that 
could lead to ethical abuses, con­
flicts of interest and manipulation 
of infertile couples. 

They also expressed concern that 
the NIH guidelines fail to require 
that the fertility doctor and the em­
bryonic stem cell researcher be dif­
ferent people. In other words, the 
fertility doctor who derives the em­
bryos can, by law, also wear the coat 
of embryonic stem cell researcher. 

Championed by scientists for 
their potential to treat and cure a 
multitude of illnesses, embryonic 
stem cell research raises concern 
for those who believe that embryos 
are nascent forms of human life. 

"We have stated it is wrong to 
kill human beings at any stage 
of life for experimentation or for 
research purposes," said Wendy 
Wright, president of Concerned 
Woman for America. "But on top 
of that basic wrong, they've added 
even more problems." 

Unproven method? 
Critics argue that the practice 

requires the destruction of embry­
os and has yet to lead to any cures. 
TI1ey assert that federal money 
woul~ be better spent on adult stem 
cell research-which does not in­
volve embryos and has led to treat­
ments for 73 ailments, supporters 
say-and to induced pluripotent 
stem cell research, a field whereby 
skin cells are reprogrammed into 
an embryonic-like state. 

Wright said the guidelines vio­
late the spirit of the Dickey Amend­
ment, a 1995 federal law that pro­
hibits taxpayer dollars from fund­
ing.processes that destroy or endan­
ger human embryos. 

"The whole world of fertility in-

dustry is completely unregulated," 
Wright said. "That's one reason why 
we have these excess embryos." 

Wright said she worries these 
guidelines will give incentives to 
create more excess embryos be­
cause the federal government will 
fund research on them. 

Tony Perkins, president of the 
Family Research Council, said the 
new rules are full of problems. 

"Embryonic stem cell research 
requires dissecting and commod­
itizing the youngest, most vulner­
able humans," he noted. "The new 
guidelines demanded by the presi­
dent promote poor science, reflect 
bad health-care policy, and do noth­
ing to fund treatments with adult 
stem cells that are providing doc­
umented benefits for suffering pa­
tients. The guidelines implement 
a plan that will force taxpayers to 
foot the bill for research that in­
volved human destruction, not 
healing." 

President Obama lifted the ban 
on embryonic stem cell research 
last March, but left it to the NIH 
to craft ethical boundaries. These 
rules come after a lengthy feed­
back process, in which NIH received 
more than 49,000 responses, 
Compiled from reporting by Baptist Press and 
Religion News Service 

Evangelical to head NIH 
Washington-Francis Collins, the researcher who mapped 

the human genome and navigated clashes between his 
Christian faith and science, has been chosen to lead the Na­
tional Institutes of Health. 

Calling Collins "one of the top scientists in the world," 
President Obama announced the nomination July 8, one 
day after the NIH released new stem cell research guide­
lines that angered many conservative Christians. 

Though Collins, a self-described evangelical, will head 
the nation's primary scientific research agency, the avid 
supporter of stem cell research seems unlikely to allay the 
fears fellow evangelicals have over embryonic stem cell re­
search. 

Collins "is a great person, a good scientist, but we dis­
agree with his positions on human embryonic stem cell re­
search and on cloning human embryos for experimenta­
tion," said David Prentice, senior fellow at the Family Re­
search Council. 

An atheist who converted to Christianity in his 20s, 
Collins regularly pushes Christians to reconcile their be­
liefs with scientific theories such as evolution. He recently 
launched the BioLogos Foundation, which "emphasizes the 
·compatibility of Christian faith with scientific discoveries." 

Collins has said he sees his faith and research inform­
ing one another, evident in the speech he gave when former 
President Bill Clinton announced the first draft of the hu­
man genetic blueprint. 

"It is humbling for me and awe-inspiring to realize 
that we have caught the first glin1pse of our own instruc- · 
tion book, previously !mown only to God," Collins said at a 
White House press conference 1n 2000. (RNS) 

Report: Scientists, Americans sharply divided over belief in God, religion 
Washington-Only a third of scientists 

say they believe in God, according to a 
new survey, and while 18 percent believe 
in a high power, four in 10 scientists be­
lieve in neither. 

The. report was released July 9 by the 
Pew Research Center for the People and 
the Press in collaboration with the Amer­
ican Association for the Advancement of 
Science. 

Scientists were evenly split- at 48 per­
cent each- between those who claimed a 

religious affiliation and those who did 
not. 

The new statistics vary sharply with 
findings for the general public: 83 per­
cent of Americans say they believe in 
God and 82 percent said they are affiliat­
ed with a religious tradition. 

The Pew report indicated sharp diver­
gence between scientists and the gener­
al public on issues such as evolution and 
climate change. While 87 percent of sci­
entists believe humans have evolved over 
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•Common Sense Office Attire 
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Contact for more information: 

JUST$25! 
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KBC Church Development Team 
502-489-3335 I toll free 866-489-3335 flu, 
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time, just 32 percent of Americans in 
general hold that belief. 

A similarly large percentage of scien­
tists (84 percent) said the earth is warm­
ing because of human activity, while 
only 49 percent of the public agreed with 
that statement. 

Also, while 93 percent of scientists fa­
vor federal funding for embryonic stem • 
cell research, just 58 percent of the gen­
eral public agreed with such research. 

But despite differences between scien-

tists and the general public, a majority of 
people aclmowledge that science contrib­
utes to the wellbeing of society. 

Two-thirds of people surveyed who 
said science conflicts with their religious 
beliefs nevertheless said scientists con­
tribute "a lot" to society's wellbeing. A 
slightly higher percentage (72 percent) of · 
people who said there were not conflicts 
between their beliefs and science had sim­
ilar praise for scientific. contributions to 
society. (RNS) 

Maine's same-sex marriage 
law may be undone through • 
unique 'People's Veto' rule 

Portland, Maine - Maine's citizens may have the opportunity to 
decide the future of same-sex marriage in their state the Novem­
ber elections come around. 

A coalition that is collecting signatures to place on the ballot 
a "People's Veto" initiative overturning the state's same-sex mar­
riage law said last week they have passed the critical threshold 
of 55,000 signatures- the number required to qualify. the effort . . 

The coalition, !mown as Stand for Marriage Maine, will con­
tinue collecting signatures through the rest of July to serve as a 
cushion, because hundreds if not thousands could be thrown 
out as invalid. Nevertheless, the number of signatures reveals 
a desire on the part of many residents to reverse the law, which 
was signed by the governor in May. The law has not gone into ef­
fect and will not do so until the citizens' vote, assuming it qual­
ifies. 

"We look forward to submitting the measure for certifica­
tion and engaging Mainers in a vigorous defense of defense of 
marriage," said Bob Emrich, an executive committee member of 
Stand for Marriage Maine. "Traditional marriage has never lost 
on the ballot in any state. We expect it to prevail in Maine." 

Maine's unique People's Veto law allows citizens to gather sig­
natures to try to overturn recently enacted legislation. 

The state is being closely watched nationally on the issue: 
The debate in Maine may mirror that of California, where con­
servatives flooded the airwaves. warning about the consequenc­
_es if same-sex marriage were legalized, asserting that it would be 
taught in public schools as standard, as it has been in Massachu­
setts. where the practice also is legal. (BP) 
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10 ISSUES 
Imprecatory prayer 

Does God really answer 
prayers to do someone harm? 

By Tiffany Stanley Weinstein, who is Jewish, said he sees impre-
Buena Park, Calif.-Ever since California Pas- catory prayers as hate speech, He has had a few 

tor Wiley Drake declared not once, but three words of his own for his fellow Air Force Acade­
times, on national radio that he was praying my alumnus, Klingenschmitt. The two have tan- • 
for the death of President Obama, he has been gled several times before over what Weinstein 
trying to clarify. calls improper proselytizing in the military. 

Yes, he really does want God to smite And while Lynn has been targeted before 
Obama. No, it's not a partisan prayer. Yes, it's with prayers to do him ill, he said he worries 
in the Bible, he says, an!f no, he wasn't that religious figures who employ 
kidding. prayer as a weapon might inadvertent-

The f~rmer second vice president of ly be condoning, or perhaps inciting, 
the Southern Baptist Convention said worse behavior. 
he's merely practicing the age-old art ~~,.._ "With the climate in this country, 
of "imprecatory prayer"-a theological these prayers are an invitation to vi-
term for praying that bad things hap- olence," said Lynn, an ordained min-
pen to bad people. ister in the United Church of Christ. 

Imprecatory prayer can turn a verse "They provide moral legitimacy to ex-
into curse through reciting Scripture L_ ___ _,____..___, treme hatred." 
aimed at one's foes. Rather than ask- Yet God sometimes works in unusu-
ing for, say, healing or a win in the big Wiley Drake al ways, Drake and others say. His con-
game, these prayers request that God fession to praying against Obama came 
smite one's enemies with-among oth- after Kansas abortionist George Tiller 
er things-plagues, death and eternal was gunned ·down in church. That kill-
damnation. ing, Drake suggested, was an answer to 

"That doesn't mean I spend every his prayers. 
waking hour praying for the death of -.•,... ... •,,_t,,,;;..;..._.,. For his part, Drake is an equal-
the president," said Drake, who leads opportunity prayer warrior. His list 
Buena Park Southern Baptist Church has included Lynn, California mega-
near Anaheim, Calif. "Of our prayers, church pastor and best-selling author 
98 percent spould be good prayers and Rick Warren, and fonn~:r Presiden_ts 
2 percent should be imprecatory." , . Bill Clinton and even George W Bu,sn, 

Though Soipture s~& Jesus told ., .~ Gordon whom Drake once maligned for ·not 
Hi_s,Jollowers...,,love th¢it't~emi~s and ·_._,, ~fltrgensclMJJitt • pardoni-;ng.two border gna~s . .. 

~-:_. °lt~ for them., the Bible al,o ·depicts :;;.ff, • · .,,. • Many, -:i{}Cluding some· leadet's.,of ! 
«Ing David pleading wi'th God to vanquish tiis Drake's own SBC, argue Drake and Klingen­
adversaries. While famed Christian apologist schmitt are on the fringe of Christianity. Yet im­
C.S. Lewis found such imprecatory psalms dis- precatory prayers touch on human needs older 
tasteful and "devilish," even he could not deny than the Scripture itself: anger, injustice and a 
their existence. desire for vengeance. 

Derided by some as a bad Judeo-Christian Where do these prayers come from? Mostly, 
imitation of voodoo, the literal practice of im- the Psalms, which include not only old favorites 
precatory prayer has some newfound fans. like Psalm 23 ("The Lord is my Shepherd"), but 

Gordon Klingenschmitt, a former U.S. Navy also lines about washing one's feet in the blood 
chaplain, posted an online prayer April 25 of the wicked and making the_ children of ene­
that targeted his old foes, Barry Lynn, execu- mies wander about and beg. 
tive director of Americans United for the Sep- Long overlooked as the black sheep of the 
aration of Church and State, and Mikey Wein- Bible, many of the imprecatory Psalms have 
stein, founder of the Military Religious Free- been put out to pasture by churches. • 
dom Foundation. Walter Brueggemann, one of the world's 

Klingenschmitt asked God "in Jesus' name" foremost Hebrew Bible scholars, wants ·to re­
to "cut off their descendents" and "replace cover these problematic texts in Christian prac­
them with godly people." tice. He likens imprecatory prayers to venting 

The reason? Lynn and Weinstein had chided sessions with a divine psychotherapist: honest 
Klingenschmitt for not identifying himself as a words that function as a safety valve against 
former, not current, naval chaplain on his Web harmful action. 
site. Klingenschmitt was discharged in 2007 for He added, however, that Psalms are potent, 
disobeying a superior and wearing his uniform and their use requires a sensitive leader. Other-
at political demonstrations. wise, they become ''social poison." (RNS) 

Barna: Spiritual immaturity stymies church 
Ventura, Calif.-An unclear understanding of 

spiritual maturity may be an underlying reason 
why there is so little progress in seeing people de­
velop spiritually in the United States, despite over­
whelming access to churches and unlimited prod­
ucts and resources, The Barna Group reported. 

"America has a spiritual depth problem partly 
because the faith community does not have a ro­
bust definition of its spiritual goals," said David 
Kinnaman, Barna's president. "The study shows 
the need for new types of spiritual metrics." 

Barna found that most Christians equate spiri­
tual maturity with following the rules described in 
the Bible. Also, many churchgoers were unable to 
identify how their church defines spiritual matu­
rity. Most Christians, Barna said, offer one-dimen­
sional views of personal spiritual maturity, giving 
answers such as having a relationship with Jesus, 
living a moral lifestyle or applying the Bible. 

Most pastors struggle with articulating a specif-

ic set of objectives for spirituality and instead list 
activities over attitudes, the study noted. Pastors 
are willing to acknowledge that a lack of spiritual 
maturity is one of the largest problems in the na­
tion, but few of them say spiritual immaturity is a 
problem in their church. 

Barna _identified some opportunities in ad­
dressing the problems related to spiritual matu­
rity in the nation. One positive, they said, is that 
Christians and pastors understand the obstacles 
that must be overcome, such as a lack of person­
al motivation, other competing obligations and 
a lack of involvement in spiritually nurturing ac­
tivities. 

Also, while most Americans are relatively con­
tent with the current state of their spiritual matu­
rity, millions aspire to grow, Barna said. Christians 
under the age of 40 are less satisfied with spiritu­
ality and less "rule oriented" compared to older be­
lievers. (BP) 
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LifeWay study: Parents value 
God but worry about money 
By Mark Kelly 

Nashville-Most American par­
ents believe things are going well 
with their families-except when it 
comes to finances. And a large ma­
jority highly values their children 
having a relationship with God-ex­
cept when it comes to taking them 
to worship. 

A nationwide LifeWay Research 
survey of American adults with chil­
dren under 18 living at home found 
87 percent feel they have strong mar­
riages. A full 74 percent strongly be­
lieve they will remain married for 
life, and 64 percent strongly agree 
that if they had it to do over again, 
they would still marry their spous­
es. As parents, 76 percent agree they 
give enough of their time to their 
children, but only 56 percent agree 
their families enjoy enough relaxing 
times together. 

African-Americans, women and 
born-again Christians believe most 
strongly that they give their kids 
enough time, the study revealed. 
Parents with evangelical or born­
again beliefs and people who attend 
religious worship services often are 
considerably more likely to report 
having strong marriages. 

The money issue . 
When it comes to finances, how­

ever, bately half-52 percent-agree 
\b!;lir hous$olds bring -in 1.enough 
income to · support their li(e·styles. 
Asked what level of income. would 
be needed to make them "financial­
ly comfortable" (not wealthy), 14 per­
cent said they would need $10,000 
more a year, and 47 percent said 
they need at least another $20,000. 
Only a small fraction-4 percent­
said they could be financially com­
fortable on an income lower than 
what they now make. 

Saving money regularly is a cru­
cial element to financial securi­
ty, but only 28 percent of parents 
agreed their families put enough 
into savings each month. More than 
two-thirds-69 percent-expressed 
concern that their families can nev­
er seem to get ahead financially. Half 
of parents agreed tl1ey want to give 
their children more materially than 

they already have, and almost three­
fourths-72 percent-wanted their 
children to have more than they 
themselves had growing up. 

Although a large number of par­
ents are dissatisfied with their finan­
cial situations, many of them do not 
have a plan to improve their situa­
tions, the research revealed. While 
64 percent said they have clear go_als 
for what they want to accomplish as 
parents, only 7 percent have put that 
plan in writing and only 50 percent 
agreed their families have a finan­
cial plan for the future. 

Research conducted in 2007- for 
"The Parent Adventure: Preparing 
Your Children For a Lifetime With 
God" indicated that 67 percent of 
parents have a parenting plan. 

"Parents have great aspirations 
for their kids," said Scott McConnell, 
associate director of LifeWay Re­
search and co-author of The Parent 
Adventure. "Yet one in three parents 
is not planning ahead to help their 
child achieve specific goals." 

While most American parents 
have a desire for more financial secu­
rity and material comfort, the large 
majority also said they place a high 
priority on their children having a 
relationship with God. A full 87 per­
cent of pare:nts said they believe it is 
important to teach their children 
how to have a relationship with God, 
i}lch,1,di:p.g 57 perc;en.t who strongly 
agree. Almosfas..many-79 percent­
agreed they do that, but just 39 per­
cent agreed strongly. 

Only 55 percent of parents agree 
they try to take their children to 
worship services on a regular basis, 
while 47 percent agree they do not 
want to influence their children too 
much about religion, saying, "It's 
important they find their own way." 

"Most parents not only want 
their children to have a belief in God 
but also a relationship with God, yet 
many parents are failing to make 
the introduction," McConnell not­
ed. "Churches must prove they are 
ready to help parents make this 
connection or they will continue to 
only see those parents who feel most 
strongly about teaching their chil­
dren to lmow God." 

NEW & USED BUS SALES 
OVER 60 UNITS IN STOCK! 

ID-SOUTH BU .:=!l 

Call 1-800-322-4024 to speak with a sales 
professional or schedule your preventative maintenance 
service. Whether you need a new church bus or a used 

school bus, we have a product to fit your budget. 

New_ and Used Bus Sales I Bus Parts & Service I Body Shop 

Visit our inventory at www.TheBusCenter.com 
1-800-322-4024 

Mid-South Bus Center I 3590 Manson Pike I Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 
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SMILE 
Not just another week 
Camp proves that lives can 
be changed in just 7 days 

As we now have passed the 
midpoint of the summer, we 
have seen hundreds of students 

What can take place in a make salvation decisions, and 
week? those who have felt called to 

Perhaps most of us think in 
terms of another week of work 

full-time ministry in the first 
four weeks. The implications of 

and another paycheck. 
But lives can be dramati­
cally changed in a week. 

Ky. Baptist 
Assemblies 

the future of each person 
changed cannot be mea­
sured or even fully un­
derstood by our human 
abilities. 

Throughout this sum­
mer, we have thousands 
who will spend a week 
with us at our camps. 
Even as I write this, our 
oldest son Alex, who is 
15, is spending a week in 
Haiti on a mission trip. 

I am privileged to 
serve in camp ministry 
and still contend that 
weeldy retreats from the 
world are more impor­
tant now than ever be­

As a parent, . I _ have 
been very excited for 

David Melber fore. We all are familiar 

Alex to take this trip as I pray 
that God opens his eyes to how 
much of the world lives. 

Due to the lack of technolo­
gy where he is staying, we have 
not been able to speak with Alex. 
However, we did hear that near­
ly 100 people so far have made 
salvation decisions ·during their 
trip. 

Our hope and faith as a camp 
• ministry lies in the fact that lives 

are instantly changed by God's 
power and the process of a week 
of camp. Or, that a mission trip 
can radically alter the future di­
rection of someone's life. 

with how a week ofvaca-
tion can recharge our bodies. 

So then, even more important 
is a week of God focus. The hu­
man soul is forever changed. 

There still is time through­
out July to come and observe 
what takes place at Cedarmore 
and Jonathan Creek. 

Please call our office to ar­
range a visit to see Crossings in 
action. 

David Melber is president of Kentucky 
Baptist Assemblies. Contact him at 
Box 99918, Louisville, KY 42069-0918; 
phone (502) 491-7000. 

-se st~lL cu,vtit ~11\,ow ti-tQt t c«Y¾. c;o~ ... 

Minutes away from the excitement of Pigeon 
Forge but mountains away from all noise and 
crowds, The Village is an ideal spot for spiritual 
renewal. Comfortable modern chalets & lodges 
can accommodate from 2 to 92 people per unit. 
Fellowship as you prepare your groups meals in 
the fully equipped kitchens or gather in our flex­
ible meeting spaces. 

• Church Retreats • Marriage Encounters 
• Youth Camps • Men's and Women's Retreats 
• Family Getaways • College Ministry Events 
• Senior Outings • Staff Development & Training 

~H~ 
Christian Village 

S_erving Tf:iroug,h Hos,pitahJy 

For Heaven's Sake 

E PJ.EDG, 

Preacher's Kids 

WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING HIDING IN 

THE CHURCH 
SAPTISTRY? 
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Bible Crosswords 
Across 
1 Kind of walker 
4 One that sends hisses 
7 What the diseased woman touched 

on Jesus' garment 
10 "_ no man any thing, but to 

love one another" 
(Romans 13:8) 

11 Capture, in a way 
_ 12 Son of Seth 
14 Chicken, in Dodge City 
16 Accomplished 
17 Laughing sylfable 
19_head 
20 "They_ my path" (Job 30:13) 
21 Like 911 
22 "The_ enemy .. is death" 

(1 Corinthians 15:26) 
24 Son of 
25 Oil or water 
26 King of Bashan (1 Kings 4:19) 
27 "Arise, take up thy_, and go 

unto thine house" (Matthew 9:6) 
28 "Write in it with a man's " 

( Isaiah 8: 1) 
29 "I saw seven candlesticks" 

(Revelation 1 :12) 
32 "Lord, they have ... _ down 

• thine altars" (Romans 11 :3) 
35 Potato part 
36_potato 
37 Bible language (abbr.) 
38 "Jesus saith unto them, Come 

and_" (John 21 :12) 
40 Funny person 
41 "This is the whole_ of man" 

(Ecclesiastes 12:13) 
43 Masculine nickname 
44 Knock 
45 Sample 
46 Revere(d) state (abbr.) 
47 Douglas is one 
48 Thing to be controlled 

Last week's solution 

© 1999 Barbour Publishing 
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Mike Morgan 

8UTTHIS 
rrNATroN'S 

, .. WHEN GO 
COMSS o 

ON TOP! 

51 Average 
53_-Gurion 
54 Sprightly one 
55 "He walketh through __ places, 

seeking rest" (Luke 11 :24) 
56 Breadcrust, for example 
57 Throw away 

Down 
1 "They rejoiced with exceeding 

great_" (Matthew 2:10) 
2_struck 
3 Painful cries 
4 In a short time (arch .) 
5 "A time to rend, and a time to 

_ _ " (Ecclesiastes 3:7) 
6 Liquid measure (abbr.) 
7 Son or daughter, most likely 
8 "He that keepeth my works unto 

the_, to him will I give 
power" (Revelation 2:26) 

9 "Show Me" state (abbr.) 
13 "Their tongue is as an arrow 

_ out" (Jeremiah 9:8) 
15 Put a match to 
1.6 Tribe of Israel 
18 Furniture wood 
20 Consumed by, with "for" 
21 Paul and Silas prayed and_ 

in prison 
22 Captain 's journal 
23 Times past 

David Ayers 

PASTOR IS L.OO1</NG FOR 
ME AND HAS THAT, "I 
WANT. YOU TO PRAY 

ABOUT SERVING IN A 
POSITION," L.OO1< IN 

H/S EYE'. 

~ ~ 
By Evelyn Boyington 

24 "Whom do_ say that I am?" 
(Mark 8:27) 

25 "Therefore shall he in 
harvest, and have nothing" 
(Proverbs 20:4) 

27 "The-Lord shall hiss ... for the 
_ that is in the land of Assyria" 
(Isaiah 7:18) 

28 Seed 
30 Part of church calendar 
31 Tie-_ 
32 "A living _ is better than a 

dead lion" (Ecclesiastes 9:4) 
33 Mother's advice concerning 

broccoli 
-34_run 
36 Chance (arch.) 
38 Item on an AKC document 
39 Duke of Edom (Genesis 36:43) 
40 Rage against 
41 Far from brainy 
42 "He shall show you a large_ 

room furnished" (Luke 22:12) 
44 Tim, for one 
45 Post 
47_cry 
48 Perfect score, sometimes 
49 Father of Hophni (1 Samuel 1 :3) 
50 "Mayberry __ " (former TV 

show) 
52 Publishing person (abbr.) 
53 Live 
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Baptist relief agency takes 
aim at hunger, malnutrition 
with 'Wise Mather' project 

In New Orleans, volunteers still needed 
. , . 

By Ashleigh Campbell 
Baptist Global Response 

Singapore-In one part of southern Asia, where as many as 
one-third of the people suffer from malnutrition, Southern 
Baptists are making a difference with a project called Wise 
Mother, Healthy Family. 

More than 15 tons of grain and multivitamin supple­
ments are being made available to pregnant women and 
malnourished children in four districts, using more than 
$33,000 from the Southern Baptist World Hunger Fund. 

"A recent United Nations report states that an average 
woman in this area has five children; that all of her children 
under age 3 are malnourished; that she works 15 hours a 
day; and is anemic," noted Francis Horton, who with his 
wife, Angie, directs work in central and southern Asia for 
Baptist Global Response. 

The Wise Mother, Healthy Family project will help at 
least 500 women and their families with an ongoing dis­
tribution of rice, corn and dal, a dietary staple in southern 
Asia made of hulled, split beans or lentils, Horton said. 

Women in the communities will work in groups of 20 to 
25 to clean, roast and mill the grain, producing a high-pro­
tein, pre-cooked flour that will greatly improve the nutri­
tion of their families. 

In addition, the project will monitor the weight of chil­
dren under 5 years old. The women also will be involved in 
small-group dialogues about family health. 

"The food situation in this area has worsened dramat­
ically, and this project can set in motion a multiplication 
process that eventually could help far more families than 
the ones currently being assisted," Horton said. "This proj­
ect has a goal of establishing five or six locations in each of 
the four districts. Once completed, it will leave behind lead­
ers who have been trained and can multiply the health edu­
cation throughout the province. 

"Their world is becoming increasingly insecure due to 
economic, political aI!tl religious conflict," he explained. 
"Please pray that this project would help them understand 
God's love for them and that they would experience the full 
and meaningful lives He wants them to have." (BP) 

Homecoming 2009 

By Mickey Noah 
North American Mission Board 

New Orleans-Almost four years af­
ter Hurricane Katrina brought New 
Orleans to its knees, Southern Bap­
tists continue to spend a week or so 
in the Big Easy, volunteering their 
time and skills to rebuild or refur­
bish homes devastated by the dead­
ly storm. 

But the number of Baptists 
who are volunteering is no longer 
enough. 

Since May 2006, under "Oper­
ation NOAH Rebuild"-a coopera­
tive ministry of the Louisiana Bap­
tist Convention, the Baptist Associ­
ation of Greater New Orleans and 
the North American Mission Board­
more than 25,000 Southern Baptist 
volunteers have assisted in rebuild­
ing more than 1,800 flood-damaged 
homes. Operation NOAH also has as­
sisted in the recovery of 32 church­
es and 15 other ministry centers or 
schools damaged by Katrina. 

And as a direct result of Opera­
tion NOAH, more than 400 profes­
sions of faith have been recorded, 
according to the latest available sta­
tistics. 

While an agreement has been 
reached to transition the day-to-day 
management of Operation NOAH to 
the Baptist association, NAMB has 
committed to extend its support 
of the ministry until year's end, ac­
cording to Mickey Caison, NAMB's 
team leader for adult volunteer mo­
bilization. 

"We will continue to work with 
(the association) to support and im­
plement their '2020 Vision' strate­
gic plan," Caison said. "Part of that 
plan is to address post-Katrina needs 

Oneida honors past leaders, students 
with a number of Homecoming events 
By Myrtle Webb Cooke, OBI alumni director 

For more than a decade, Oneida's Homecom­
ing has been held the last Saturday in June, This 
year's event on June 27 came the same week as 
the Woman's Missionary Union and Southern 
Baptist Convention annual meetings, both held 

This year we honored Oneida's fourth presi­
dent, Charles Goins, who served from 193441. 
His grandsons, Charles House and Charles Goins, 
unveiled the portrait. Both were named for their 
grandfather and live in Manchester. House re­
called how Goins served as teacher and financial 
advisor under Burns and Sylvia Russell when the 
school experienced lean years during the Great 
Depression. Burns and Russell both credited 

in Louisville during the first part of the 
week. I have no way of knowing how 
many of the 400 alumni and friends who 
gathered at Oneida for our 59th Home­
coming attended all three, but I was priv­
ileged to do so-and what a memorable 
week it was. 

Goins for the financial leadership he pro­
ThiS is Oneida vided in preserving the school. 

The school also inducted Charles Pat­
rid< (Class of '50) into its Athletic Hall of 
Fame. Charles, who is from Frankfort, has 
been a teacher, principal and state super­
visor. He also has served as djrector of 
medical care standards for the Common­
wealth of Kentucky, and as a director of 
child care facilities in New Mexico. 

The first scheduled event of OBI's 
Hom~corning is the hymn sing held at 
Oneida Baptist Church. Leading it this 
year was Richard Burns, who direct­
ed OBI's band and choir from 1985-91. 

Special recognition also was given to 
W.F. Underwood the Class of 1959 on its 50th anniversa­

He is the great-nephew of our founder, 
James Anderson Burns. Attending Homecoming 
with Richard were his parents Luther (Class of 
'47) and Wilma Burns, both former Oneida staff 
members. 

A full house of voices joined together in sing­
ing favorite hymns, including "Victory in Jesus," 
"When We All Get to Heaven" and "Amazing 
Grace." Interspersed among the songs were sto­
ries from former students and staff who shared 
about their Oneida experiences. Over and over 
we heard words of appreciation and love for the 
quality of education at OBI. 

The main event and largest gathering of our 
alumni is the afternoon meeting in the Melvin 
Davidson Chapel. For the last several years, we 
have honored our past presidents and unveiled 
their portraits which are displayed in the chapel. 

ry. President W.F. Underwood gave each 
class member who was present a photo of the old 
school building, Marvin Hall, and each classmate 
shared a special memory. . 

To conclude the program, Clayton Arnett 
(Class of'49) presented Underwood with a framed 
Kentucky Colonel certificate. Diane Burns, wife 
of Frank Burns (Class of '60), read the proclama­
tion letter from Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear. Af­
ter the presentation, Clayton played "My Old Ken­
tucky Horne" and the school song, "Oneida Fair," 
on his harmonica. 

Thus, another Oneida Homecoming is history. 
We already are looking forward to Homecoming 
2010, which will be held June 26. 
WF. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida 
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org 

LABORERS ARE FEW Operation NOAH 
Rebuild volunteer Andy King, who is 
skilled at finishing drywall, is one of more 
than 25,000 Southern Baptist volunteers 
who have helped rebuild homes in New 
Orleans since Hurricane Katrina. Skilled 
volunteers still are needed to complete 
work on more homes damaged by the 
storm. (BP photo by Adam Miller) 

of the New Orleans community, and 
housing is still one of the critical 
needs there." 

Caison said 70 more homes re­
main in the Operation NOAH pipe­
line for reconstruction or renova­
tion, and "we want to complete ev­
ery one of them." 

"Some of the folks we still want 
to help have not received any assis­
tance at all from their insurance 
companies or the federal govern­
rnen t, and are the folks who've fall­
en through the cracks," Caison ex­
plained, noting that only 60 percent 
of the residents displaced by Katrina 
have moved back home. 

But as NAMB's time for involve­
ment ticks down, Operation NOAH is 
not seeing the number of skilled vol­
unteers the program needs to finish 
work on the 70 remaining homes, 
he added. 

"We desperately need Southern 
Baptists who are skilled as drywall 
workers, plumbers, electricians, 
framing carpenters and finishing 
carpenters to volunteer to help us," 
Caison said. "We can house up to 145 
volunteers a week but we're not aver­
aging 145 a week. We only had 66 vol­
unteers during May." 

David Maxwell, a pastor serving 
as coordinator for Operation NOAH 
Rebuild, echoed Caison, saying that 
"we want to do quality work for . 
these last 70 houses-the same qual­
ity anyone would want for their own 
home. You:just can't do that with un­
skilled labor." 

As for the volunteer shortage, 
Maxwell attributes it to the fact that 
almost four years have elapsed since 
Katrina. Other disasters-like Hurri­
canes Ike and Gustav, floods in the 
Midwest and fires in California­
have siphoned off some of the vol­
unteer force needed in New Orleans. 

"The bad economy and higher gas 
prices also have had something to do 
with the smaller number of people 
who volunteer. People are just stay­
ing closer to home," he observed. 

"Operation NOAH Rebuild has 
given people hope where there was 
no hope, just like Jesus Christ does 
for all of us," Maxwell noted. "There 
are literally thousands of homes and 
people in New Orleans who still need 
help. Contrary to what local politi­
cians may say, it's not over. We've 
just scratched the surface." (BP) 

'Heartbroken for the broken-hearted' 
Clear Creek student shares 
his Crossover experience 

Each year some of our students 
participate in the annual Crossover 
events leading up to the Southern 
Baptist Convention. Third-year stu­
dent Ed Goodman serves as min­

es of water, over 800 hot dogs, over 
200 bags of popcorn, over 300 snow 
cones, and shared the love of Christ 
with everyone in attendance. Over 
600 people came to the block party. 
When combining that figure with 
the number of contacts we made 
through our door-to-door evange­

ister to students at West 
Corbin Baptist Church. He 
not only participated, but 
also led a group of WCBC 
teenagers to serve at Car­
lisle Avenue Baptist Church 
during Crossover. 

Clear Creek 
Chronicle 

lism efforts, we reached 
over 800 people with the 
gospel on Crossover week­
end. 

"I watched God bring 
people with hardened 
hearts into a joyful envi­
ronment. I felt for a single 
mother with five children 
as she told her kids they 
could only have one snow 
cone at a time. My heart re-

"Saturday morning we 
were involved in door-to­
door evangelism in near­
by neighborhoods," Good­
man said. "In about three 
hours, our groups visited 
almost 400 homes, giving 

Donnie Fox joiced as I led a young boy 

18 gospel presentations and pray­
ing for 23 individuals. I personal­
ly shared the gospel with one man 
who never knew that Jesus was the 
only way to the Father. And while 
he didn't profess faith in Christ, he 
became interested in eternal assur­
ance and thanked me for stopping 
by his house. Seeds were sown and 
hearts were touched. 

"That afternoon we also helped 
with a neighborhood block par­
ty that was hosted by the church," 
Goodman continued. "Many people 
from the community attended this 
event. In just over three hours, we 
gave away 25 cases of soda, 25 cas-

in prayer to receive Christ 
as his Lord and Savior. 

"This experience has helped me 
to refocus and given me a fresh per­
spective on. my personal ministry 
calling," Goodman said. "Crossover 
weekend simply reaffirmed my 
personal conviction that the Lord 
Jesus Christ called me into minis­
try with a priority that must be fo­
cused on people. Simply put, God 
has called me to be heartbroken for 
the broken-hearted." 
Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek 
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek 
Road, Pineville, KY 40977; toll-free: 
(866) 340-3196; Web site: WWW. 

ccbbc.edu; e-mail: dfox@ccbbc.edu 
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Response to church outreach varies by ethnic group 
By Mark Kelly 

Nashville-African-Americans are far 
more open than other ethnic groups to re­
ceiving information about local congrega­
tions. 

information through a family member, 
but 80 percent of African-Americans say 
they are "willing" or "very willing" regard­
ing that interaction. The next largest re­
sponse is from Hispanics, who register 64 
percent openness. Non-Hispanic whites, 
Asians and mixed/other Americans trail 
Hispanic openness by only two or three 
points. 

from 51 percent among Asians to 57 per­
cent among Hispanics. 

about more specific methods of commu­
nication: 

Other methods 
■ Video about a local church's services 

and beliefs: 66 percent of African-Ameri­
cans in contrast to 43 percent of Asians and 
non-Hispanic whites are "willing" or "very 
willing" to watch. 

That's one key insight drawn from a sur­
vey conducted by LifeWay Research on be­
half of the North American Mission Board 
(NAME) as NAME prepares to launch God's 
Plan For Sharing (GPS) throughout North 
America in 2010. The survey, which was 
conducted online in December 2008, asked 
more than 15,000 Americans about their 
willingness to receive information about 
local congregations through various chan­
nels. 

"TI1e church has been the only insti­
tution we African-Americans have had 
throughout our history that we could trust 

Not every method of communication 
ranks so highly, but even when a church 
provides information . using less popular 
methods, African-Americans are much 
more willing to receive that information. 
.The four lowest-scoring methods were: 

■ E-mail messages: 53 percent of African­
Americans respond favorably, while only 
31-38 percent of respondents from other 
groups are "willing" or "very willing" to re­
ceive information this way. 

■ Postcard from a church advertising in­
teresting talks: 6_9 percent of African-Amer­
icans, 53 percent of Hispanics and a small­
er percentage of respondents from other 
groups respond positively. 

The survey asked about 13 different 
methods churches might use to commu­
nicate with prospective attendees. Re­
spondents were segmented into five eth­
nic groupings: Hispanics, non-Hispan­
ic whites, African-Americans, Asians and 
mixed/other ethnicities. 

• and depend on," said Tyrone Barnette, pas­
tor of Peace Baptist Church in Decatur, Ga. 
"The church educated our children, fed our 
families , listened to our pain, married and 
buried our loved ones, and provided lead­
ership and insight for our political views. 
Throughout the years the positive percep­
tion of the church has been passed from 
generation to generation." 

■ Door hangers left by a church repre­
sentative: 55 percent of African-Americans 
respond favorably. From 28-37 percent of re­
spondents from other groups respond pos­
itively. 

■ Interesting ad about matters of faith 
that listed a Web site: 64 percent of African­
Americans, but only 42 percent of non-His­
panic whites respond favorably. 

Type of church 
Americans' response to how the denom­

ination of the inviting church affects their 
openness also varies by ethnic group. Twen­
ty-eight percent of African-Americans say 
they are more open if the invitation comes 
from a Southern Baptist church, but thir­
ty-two percent of Hispanics and 15 percent 
of Asians say invitations are more effective 
if they come from Roman Catholic congre­
gations. 

■ Social networking Web sites: 50 per­
cent of African-Americans are open to re­
ceiving information this way, and 32-38 
percent of respondents from other grotips 
respond favorably. 

The research revealed that regardless 
of the communication channel used Afri­
can-Americans are at least 12 percentage 
points more open to receiving information 
than any of the other groups. The responses 
from other ethnic groups are within three 
points of each other in most categories. 

For example, every ethnic group ex­
presses its greatest openness to receiving 

Another portion of this study, released 
in the article, "Survey: Americans open to 
outreach from churches," revealed Ameri­
cans are more open to conversations with 
friends, neighbors and family members 
than any other method of communica­
tion. 111is is true regardless of ethnic back­
ground. Among African-Americans, 73 per­
cent say they are "willing" or "very willing" 
to listen to a friend or neighbor, and pos­
itive responses from other groups ranged 

■ A visit at their doors by a congregation 
member: 39 percent of African-Americans 
respond positively, while only 21-25 percent 
of respondents from other groups are "will­
ing" or "very willing" to receive informa­
tion this way. 

Survey participants were also queried 

Nineteen percent of non-Hispanic 
whites and 23 percent of mixed/other eth­
nicities are more open to invitations from 
nondenominational churches. (BP) 

'Saddle Ridge Ranch' is 2010 VBS theme 
Nashville-Kids will head out West for VBS 

2010. 
Saddle Ridge Ranch is the 2010 Vacation Bi­

ble School destination where participants will 
be roundin' up questions and drivin' home an­
swers. Set among snowcapped peaks and wide 
open spaces, the Bible study focus will be on 
questions real kids ask: "Who am I? Does God 
care about me? What is God's plan for me? How 
can I be like Jesus? What do I do now?" 

The Scripture focal for LifeWay's VBS 2010 
is James 1:5: "Now if any of you lacks wisdom, 
he should ask God, who gives to all generous­
ly and without criticizing, and it will be given 
to him." 

The video for LifeWay's VBS 2010 follows the 
adventures of four young cowboys and cowgirls 
and their wrangler friend, Jed, as 
they discover that the best adven­
ture is more than riding horses 
or looking for rattlers- it's about 
discovering Jesus who wants to 
be the Lord of their lives. 

Musical message 
Jeff Slaughter has written the 

music for VBS for the past 14 years and 
performed in the music videos for all 12 that 
have been produced. 

The music segments ofVBS 2010 happen in 
fields, by lakes and near snowcapped moun­
tains. Slaughter uses these segments to teach 
not only the music and lyrics, but the motions, 
too. 

"I love doing the instructional musical vid­
eos," Slaughter said. "The kids get so much out 
of them. Some are fun and silly and others are 
more serious and thoughtful. Sometimes I mess 
up and we just leave in those bloopers. The kids 
seem to think it's fun when I mal<e mistalces. I 
just laugh about it, too." 

The CLazyU, a working 9,000-acre guest 
ranch near Granby, Colo., serves as the backdrop 
for the VBS video. 

Lynne Norris, LifeWay's producer for the VBS 
video, said the ranch location offered the oppor­
tunity to have the video come alive for the chil­
dren. 

"Watching almost 200 horses run down the 
street of the ranch is a beautiful sight," she said. 

"The run- the jingle-happens twice a day on 
the ranch as the horses are moved from the cor­
ral during the day to the pasture at night, and 
we had the opportunity to use that as part of 
our story." 

Method matters 
The whole point of VBS is teaching pre­

schoolers, children, youth and adults about Je­
sus. While that message never will change, the 
method for teaching the message changes with 
each generation, according to Bill Cox, VBS vid­
eo director. The video does so much more than 
entertain. 

"The video we do for VBS is important," Cox 
said. "Children today know their world through 
media so they respond to what they see and hear 

on screen. They connect with vi-
sual stories. This story, the video 
message, teaches them a valu­
able lesson on sharing and car­
ing like Jesus." 

Paul Klees, who plays Jed the 
wrangler in the video, really is 
a wrangler at theCLazyU. Klees, 
who graduated from college last 

year with a degree in economics and manage­
ment, also serves · as project manager at the 
ranch. "I grew up loving horses and love work­
ing with them on the ranch," Klees said, "so 
even when I graduated from college, I didn't 
want to give that up." 

Part of a package 
While churches shouldn't only show the vid­

eo for the week ofVBS, it is an important part of 
the total VBS experience. 

"It is important to remember that VBS is 
not just one thing, but a combination of many 
parts," Norris said. "It's five days of Bible study, 
missions, recreation, evangelism, crafts, music, 
the video and so much more. No part of our VBS 
program is 'fluff.' Everything ties together. We 
want churches and the children to get every­
thing possible out ofVBS." 

She added, "As we shoot the video I can't help 
but think about the millions of kids who will be 
touched for Christ by the music and the story­
line. It is really my prayer that every song, every 
motion and every word will be a blessing." 

Sunday school or small group: 
Which one meets basic needs? 
By Jennifer Tramel 
Life Way Christian Resources 

Nashville-Two men recently 
faced off in the home office of Life­
Way Christian Resources to debate, 
during a live broadcast, the virtues 
of Sunday school versus those of 
small groups. 

Representing Sunday school, Da­
vid Francis, LifeWay's director of 
Sunday school, came prepared to 
debate with "small groupologist" 
Rick Howerton, the small group 
specialist with Serendipity by Life­
Way. 

Bruce Raley, director of leader­
ship and evangelism in LifeWay's 
training and events area, served 
as mediator and invited Howerton 
and Francis to "throw down the 
gloves and talk awhile." 

Round one 
According to Francis, Sunday" 

school typically occurs before or af­
ter the primary weekend worship 
service; is located on the church's 
campus; and is usually organized 
by life stages such as empty-nest­
ers, parents of teenagers or couples 
without children. 

Small groups, Howerton ex­
plained, usually meet in a group 
member's home once a week and 
are organized by everything from 
life stages to addiction recovery. 

"It comes to intangibles and re­
demptive community," Howerton 
said. "This means the goal for the 
(small group) environment is to cre­
ate a place where people can con­
fess sin, talk about their longings, 
their passions, their missed oppor­
tunities, and process God's outra­
geous love and His expectations." 

Francis insisted that Sunday 
school can also foster this type of 
community environment, though 
he admitted creating this model is 
a work in progress 

Round two 
After allowing the contenders to 

establish some basic differences be­
tween the models, Raley asked Fran­
cis and Howerton to dig more deep­
ly into the two options, particular­
ly as they impact a family with chil­
dren. 

"When churches gear up and 
say that they're going to focus 
on kids and focus on reaching 
kids, the young adult parents will 
come," Francis said, pointing out 
that churches have historically ac­
complished this through Sunday 
school.Howerton agreed that chil­
dren's church education is impor­
tant, but said he has noticed an 
inaccurate perception that small 
group churches are less strategic 
with children. 

Both proponents highlighted · 
their models' strengths, agreeing 
that evangelism is key to both. 

"I think it's about intentionali­
ty," Francis said. He added that if a 
class is serious about the Great Com­
mission, it should pursue evangelis­
tic goals. 

Howerton said the key to being 
evangelistic is determining what au­
dience you're trying to reach. For in­
stance, Baby Boomers should be ap­
proached differently than members 
of today's postmodern generation." 

And the winner is ... 
"The goal is not to see which one 

(Sunday school or small groups) is 
better than the other, but which 
one meets the basic need~ of the 
Christian faith," Howerton said. "I 
think they both do when done in a 
healthy fashion." 

"I hope the church won," Fran­
cis said. "If a church chooses Sunday 
school or its functional equivalent 
by any other name ... the goal is to 
see spiritual transformation." 



14 PEOPLE 
PRAYER PARTNERS 

Please pray for the 
following Kentucky 
Baptist missionaries 
and ministries: 

MSC missionary 
Greta Wilson of crab 
Orchard. Wilson is a 
missions education 
promoter working 
with the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention's 
Baptist Men on Mission 
department. She helps 
churches become Acts 
1 :8 focused through 
missions organization, 
special events and 
resources. Pray for 
opportunities to s_hare 
the wealth of missions 
education resources 
that are available 
to churches. Pray 
that more churches 
would recognize 
the importance of 
missions education in 
fulfillment of the Great 
Commission. 

Northern Kentucky 
REACH ministry of 
the owen county 
and Ten Mile Baptist 
associations, Trent 
Holbert, who directs 
REACH (Reaching 
Every Addict with 
Christ's Help), ministers 
to those seeking 
freedom from drug 
and alcohol addiction. 
REACH works with 
community leaders 
and court officials to 
offer Christ-centered 
group meetings for 
addicts, as well as 
counseling, family 
support groups and 
assistance in finding 
faith-based residential 
rehabilitation facilities. 
Pray that more addicts 
will seek help and 
healing through 
Jesus Christ. Pray that 
recovering addicts will 
be faithful to attend 
meetings and develop 
their walk with Jesus. 

If you would like 
Kentucky Baptists to 
join in praying for a 
ministry of your church 
or association, please 
send the information to 
Eric Allen at Eric.Allen 
@KyBaptist.org or call 
(866) 489-3530. 

MOUNTAINS TO THE MISSISSIPPI 
COMPILED BY STAFF 

■ LOUISVILLE- Joshua Bailes recently 
resigned as associate pastor for fami­
ly and community ministries a~ Lyn­
don Church. 
■ MAYSVILLE-Stonelick Church re­
cently called Harry Brooks as pastor. 
■ NASHVILLE- Longtime pastor Wil­
bert Taylor, who served churches 
in Kentucky and Tennessee, died 
June 30. He was 85. A native of Allen 
County and a Campbellsville Univer­
sity graduate, he was pastor ofLiber­
ty Church in Scottsville; Mount Ta­
bor Church in Buffalo; Stony Point 
Church in Albany; and White Stone 
Quarry Church in Bowling Green. He 
is survived by his wife, Virginia, four 
children, four grandchfldren and 
one great-grandchild. 
■ PRESTONSBURG-Benedict Church 
recently ordained Bums Goble as a 
deacon. Gordon Fitch is pastor. 
■ SHELBYVILLE-Lighthouse Church 

Vine~\ 

-~? 
Revelation Missionary Church 
will host The Peacemakers in 
concert July 18, 6 p.m.John Mar­
shall is pastor. 

recently called Tyre Denney as pas­
tor. 
■ WALTON-Jerry Hurley recently re­
signed as pastor of New Banklick 
Church. 
■ WINCHESTER- Ephesus Church re­
cently named Malcohn Stokely dea­
con emeritus. Todd Rader is pastor. 

., 

Welcome 
Central Baptist, Corbin 

Church Newsletter Plan 
Darren Gaddis, pastor 

SBC images 

■ Above: Scott Bidwell (right), program director for Crossings Ministries, talks 
summer camp with Allen Bonnell, pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church in Corbin, 
at Crossings ' booth in the exhibit hall _at the Southern Baptist Convention annual 
meeting in Louisville June 23. (Photo by Drew Nichter) ■ Below: Brothers Chris­
tian Cain (left), a rising senior at Grant County High School, and Jonathan Cain 
(center), a sophomore at Georgetown College, were among 16 students who 
served as pages during the SBC annual meeting in Louisville. Here, Christian 
and Jonathan, the sons of Mark and Robyn Cain of Crittenden Baptist Church, 
meet with Art Toalston, editor of Baptist Press, in the SBC press room. Pages 
typically assist convention messengers by carrying motions made from floor 
microphones to the platform. (Photo by Todd Deaton) 
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t;>,~ CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

July 
17-18 World Missions Unlimited, 

Central Baptist Church, Winchester. 
23-24 Quarterly Prayer Meeting for 

Spiritual Awakening, Haven of Rest, 
Inez. 

24-25 World Missions Unlimited, First 
Baptist Church, Madisonville. 

August 
22 Super Saturday, Immanuel Baptist 

Church, Lexington. 
29 Super Saturday, Severns Valley 

Baptist Church, Elizabethtown. 

September 
5-7 Wrangler Trail Ride, Land Between 

the Lakes. 
10 Church Retirement Plan "Reality 

Check" Conference, First Baptist 
Church, Leitchfield. 

12 Super Saturday, First Baptist Church, 
Paducah, and First Baptist Church, 
Somerset. 

14 Church Retirement Plan "Reality 
Check" Conference, Buck Run 
Baptist Church, Frankfort; First 
Baptist Church, Murray; Marion 
Baptist Church; and Piner Baptist 
Church, Morning View. 

15 Church Retirement Plan "Real ity 
Check" Conference, Second 
Baptist Church, Greenville; Unity 
Baptist Church, Ashland; and. 
Walnut Memorial Baptist Church, 
Owensboro. 

16 Church Retirement Plan "Reality 
Check" Conference, Berea Baptist 
Church and Calvary Baptist Church, 
Lexington. 

For more information, call (800) 266-6477 or visit www.kybap_tist.org 

Rice sets attendance mark at Walton 
Walton-Wayne Rice, a member 

of First Baptist Church of Walton 
for nearly 75 years, had not missed 

. a Sunday service in more than 62 
years until he fell last fall, and it was 
later discovered that he had bone 
cancer. 

A longtime fixture in the church's 
Sunday school office, Rice also was 
the church's representative for the 
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil­
dren (now Sunrise Children's Servic­
es) for at least a decade. 

Although he is physically dis­
abled, Rice has faithfully unlocked 

the church's doors for services and 
special events, said Jeannine Rohr­
kasse, the church's pianist. Now 
a resident at Villasprings nursing 
home in Erlanger, Rice "greatly miss­
es the fellowship of the church" and 
often asks visitors about how Sunday 
school attendance is faring there. 

"It is always gratifying to see 
someone who has been faithful to 
the Lord and to His church for so 
many years," said Tom Townsend, in­
terim pastor at First Baptist, Walton. 
"That type of commitment is un­
common in our world today." 

CLASSIFIED Aos 
To place an advertisement: 

Rates are available upon request. 
Call (502) 489-3428; or visit 
www.WesternRecorder.org. 

Claims made by advertisers are nof 
necessarily those of the Western 

Recorder's staff or directors. 

AVAILABLE: Minister available to fill 
pulpit, interim, staff positions (music, 
youth, children, discipleship, combo). 
Call (606) 316-7856. 

FOR SALE: Church buses and vans­
new and used. Call American Bus and 
Accessories, Inc., (800) 582-7118. 

SEEKING: Motivated, Christ-centered 
individual to work with adult and 
youth church choirs. Primarily tradi­
tional with some contemporary mu­
sic. Some experience required. Send 
resume to Bro. Greg Wallace at 
mtownfbc@bellsouth.net; or mail to 
PO Box 444, Morgantown, KY 42261; or 
call (270) 526-4711. 

SEEKING: Pastor for student and 
family ministries for First Baptist 
Church, Paducah. E-mail resumes to 
Mrs. Deanna Bazzell at dbazzell@fbc • 
paducah.org. For information about 
FBC, visit www.fbcpaducah.org. 

SEEKING: Part-time music. minister. 
Traditional/contemporary music for 
growing church. Please send resumes 
to 8200 Owenton Road, Frankfort, KY 
40601; or contact Pastor Jeff Sargent, 
(502) 227-7278. 

SEEKING: Shiloh Baptist is a family­
oriented church with an active congre­
gation of approximately 200 people lo­
cated in rural Virginia. We are active­
ly seeking the person whom God has 
chosen to lead us as we reach, build 
and serve our-church and communi­
ty in the 21th century. For more infor-

mation, please see www.kgshiloh.org/ 
about/pastor_search.htm or contact 
the church office at (540) 469-4646. 

SEEKING: Part-time director to plan, 
coordinate and lead music for worship 
services in a northern Pulaski County 
church. Send resume to NBC, PO Box 
129, Science Hill, KY 42553. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of mu­
sic and worship (25 hours/week) for 
Woodland Baptist Church, Louisville. 
Undergraduate music degree pre­
ferred, experience required. Submit re­
sumes to mmayabbl@yahoo.com. 

SEEKING: Calvary Baptist Church is 
accepting written resumes for pasto­
ral position. Send to 750 Dover Road, 
Grand Rivers, KY 42045. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of chil­
dren and youth for Central Baptist 
Church, Paris, Ky. Responsible for over­
seeing tl1e planning, coordinating and 
implementing of programs for the 
children and youth (K-12). Prefer bach­
elor's degree and/or experience work­
ing with children and youth; talent in 
music and sports an asset. Applicants 
may apply by sending resume to: cbc 
ministersearch@bellsouth.net; or, by 
mail: Minister of Children and Youth 
Search Committee, c/o Doug Bechan­
an, chairman, 829 High Street, Paris, 
KY 40361. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for Pem­
broke Baptist Church. Send resumes to 
PO Box 219, Pembroke, KY 42266. 

SEEKING: Instrumentalist for east 
end congregation-contemporary and 
traditional music. Send resume to Mel­
bourne Heights Baptist Church, 3728 
Taylorsville Road, Louisville, KY 40220, 
Attn: Personnel Dept. You may call the 
church at (502) 454-4681 to set a time 
for an interview; hours and pay will be 
discussed at the interview. 

.. 
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EXCITING MESSAGE South African students prepare to march the streets of King 
William's Town to let the town know they believe True Love Waits. Representatives 
from a dozen government departments, aid organizations and religious leaders signed 
a document last month committing to the True Love Waits campaign in Eastern Cape, 
South Africa. (/MB photo) 

:south African government 
enlists True Loves Waits 
By Jace Williams* 
International Mission Board 

King William's Town, South Africa ­
The students chant proudly as they 
walk the streets, ignoring the stares 
and questionable looks from those 
whom they pass. 

Gaining confidence in their mes­
sage, more than 300 high school stu­
dents shout out in unison, "True 
Love Waits, True Love Waits, True 
Love Waits." 

A dozen government depart­
ments, aid organizations and reli­
gious leaders signed an agreement 
last inonth with True Love Waits In­
ternational to promote abstinence 
in schools within Eastern Cape, a 
province of South Africa. 

Student representatives from 15 • 
schools gathered to celebrate the 
partnership between TLWI and the 
Eastern Cape government. 

"I see my prayers being an­
swered," said Xolani Klaas, a South 
Africa national TLWI leader. "Most 
great changes come from the east in 
South Africa, like the sun. I see this 
partnership as the birth of a move­
ment." 

With the agreement, TLWI gains 
access to all the schools within the 
region. 

South Africa is home to more 
than 10 million youth between the 
ages of 13 and 30. By the time most 
of them marry, studies indicate that 
they will have had approximately 10 
different sexual partners. 

In Eastern Cape, more than 1 mil­
lion youth· now can hear the life­
changing message of abstaining 
from sexual impurity. 

"True Love Waits helps students 
set goals and then helps students 
reach those goals," noted Cindy 
Schirle, a TLWI South Africa country 
consultant, adding that the sexual 
decisions students make are leaving 
them with no hope and no lmowl­
edge of a better life. 

To launch the partnership, the 
students marched along some of the 
main streets of King William's Town 
in spite of strong winds and rain, 
boldly proclaiming their belief that 
true love will wait. 

After the march, the students 
gathered tohearpartoftheTLWpre­
sentation that will be taught in the 
schools. 

"The passion I have for the future 
of this country is because we are 
faced with the crisis of HN/AIDS," 
said Tomi Matomela, chairman of 
the finance committee and African 
National Congress whip. "I believe if 
we act correctly we can beat it." 

About half of the youth gath­
ered raised their han_ds to show 
they lmew someone who had died 
of AIDS. 

"I believe your generation could 
come close to ending AIDS," Sharon 
Pumpelly, lead consultant for TLWI, 
told the students, encouraging them 
to remain sexually pure. 

True Love Waits "helps students 
build a better future for our gener­
ation and the next," said Thanto, 
an 18-year-old national TLWI team 
member. "TLWI helps us with our 
health, our lifestyle." 

Thanto and his friend Sinethem­
ba teach TLW in schools, youth pro­
grams and clubs. Most of the after­
school programs were started by pas­
sionate youth on their own. 

In the last few months, 4,500 
South African students have made 
TLW commitments stating they 
commit to "my God, myself, my 
family, my country, my friends, my 
future spouse and my future chil­
dren to remain sexually pure until 
the day I give myself only to my mar­
riage partner in a faithful marriage 
relationship." 

As the one who pushed for a for­
mal partnership between the East­
ern Cape government and TLWI, Ma­
tomela said he wants the program 
to be a model for change in south­
ern Africa. 

"A young girl just told me she 
wants the program to come to her 
school because 'we are dying,"' he 
said. "We have made mistakes as 
adults ... (and) we need to warn our 
kids to keep them from making the 
same mistakes. 

"Because of this program I am 
sure future generations will be bet­
ter than we are," Matomela said. (BP) 
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India 
Word of God beginning to take root 
among Mumbai's Muslim population 
By Erich Bridges 
International Mission Board 

Mumbai, lndia-Farooq• 
walked right into the trap set 
for him. 

A Muslim-background fol­
lower of Christ in the Indian 
urban giant of Mumbai, Fa­
rooq was teaching other Mus­
lims about the gospel in a 
"seeker meeting." One of the 
participants seemed especially 
interested. He invited Farooq 
to his neighborhood nearby to 
share more with family mem­
bers and friends. Farooq glad­
ly obliged. 

Soon after he began speak­
ing to the group, police en­
tered the room with some rel­
atives of the person who had 
invited him. They angrily ac­
cused Farooq of "forced con­
versions," of bribing Muslims 
to become Christians, of evan­
gelizing minors. None of it 
was true. But he was arrested, 
thrown into a jail cell with 30 
felons and a single toilet, and repeatedly beat­
en. Policemen demanded 5,000 rupees- their 
price to stop the abuse. 

Farooq was bailed out of jail and eventual­
ly exonerated after repeated court dates. The 
judge dismissed the charges against him when 
his primary accuser didn't show up. 

It wasn't the first time Farooq endured 
blows for sharing his faith. It probably won't 
be the last. But he is learning to thank God for 
such trials-like the early apostles who rejoiced 
in the privilege of suffering for Christ. 

Other Muslim-background believers "have 
been beaten severely, multiple times, to the 
point that they had to leave the city, lose their 
jobs and possessions and go back to their native 
place to recover," Southern Baptist worker John 
Wynn* reported. "But they come back and go to 
work Nobody walks away once they make that 
commitment." 

Where does such commitment come from? 
Solid training, discipleship-and the movement 
of the Holy Spirit among Mumbai's Muslims. 

"Biggest gaps" 
Wynn and his wife, Rose•, tried for years 

to mobilize Mumbai churches to reach out to 
the lost of the vast city. They met with little 
success. Some congregations were in survival 
mode; others had their own strongly held ideas 
about evangelism. 

"We were frustrated and discouraged," 
Wynn recalled. "But the Lord kept saying, 
'There's another way.' He really convicted us 
that this is a huge place with a multitude of 
needs. So where is it that nobody is working? 
One of the biggest gaps is among Muslims." 

Mumbai is home to some 2 million Muslims. 
As in other parts of India, they are a large but 
sometimes embattled minority. Many live in 
Muslim-only areas by preference-or because 
of ethnic discrimination and threats of vio­
lence at the hands of extremist Hindus. Some 
of the city's Christians fear them. Some believe 
Muslims will never listen to the Good News of 
Jesus. 

Not so, according to Wynn. 
"They want to lmow the truth," he said. • 

"They're undecided. They don't know if they're 
in the right sect of Islam. They don't lmow 
if they have eternal life. So when they find 
out that through Jesus they can· have it now 
through His sacrifice, that's a big deal." 

"They want to know the truth. They're 
undecided. They don't know if they're in 
the right sect of Islam. They don't know 
if they have eternal life. So when they 
find out that through Jesus they can 

have it now through His sacrifice, that's 
a big deal." 

-Southern Baptist worker John Wynn* 

Through an extended, trial-and-error 
search, Wynn became a teacher and mentor to 
two Muslim men pursuing truth: Farooq and 
Rasheed*. Farooq is well-educated and affluent; 
Rasheed comes from a lower-class village back­
ground. They offer access to different parts of 
Mumbai's multifaceted Islamic community. 

''I've taught them the same principles, but 
they've done their own thing with them," 
Wynn explained. "I just keep giving them the 
Word of God and let them do what God tells 
them to do." · 

God is telling them to teach truth to other 
Muslim seekers. Farooq started with 10 friends, 
including a professor, a lawyer, a store own­
er and several Islamic scholars. Individual 
contacts develop into seeker groups, some of 
which become full-fledged jama'ats-indige­
nous groups of Muslim-bacl<ground followers 
of Jesus Christ. 

The conversation has spread into some 
amazing places. Farooq befriended a high-rank­
ing Islamic leader who invited him to speak 
nightly during an annual Muslim festival­
for 68 straight nights. At least 10,000 Muslims 
heard God's truth. 

"If anyone stood up and said, 'That's a lie,' 
or, 'The Bible has been changed,' or, 'There is 
no Trinity,' one of the big guys would stand up 
and say, 'This man has some new truth to share 
with us. You sit down and behave and we'll talk 
about it later,"' Wynn recalled. Farooq and oth­
ers have continued teaching during the festival 
for three years. 

Now the movement is spreading beyond 
Mumbai, as its leaders tal<e the initiative to 
combine truth teaching with relief ministry to 
struggling Muslims in other parts oflndia. 

"They're sharing Jesus," Wynn said. "It's 
their thing." (BP) 
*Names changed for security reasons 
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Ministries 

WHITLEY COUNTY, 
KEVIN LEWIS, APPALACHIAN MINISTRIES 

MICHELLE PRATT, APPALACHIAN MINISTRIES 

JONATHAN CARMACK, APPALACHIAN MINISTRIES 

KENNY NEWTON, APPALACHIAN MINISTRIES 

MARY SHEA, APPALACHIAN MINISTRIES 

RILEY PERKINS, MOUNTAIN OUTREACH 

KENDRA SAMMONS, MOUNTAIN OUTREACH 

SARAH WHITAKER, MOUNTAIN OUTREACH 

CHRIS TUCKER, MOUNTAIN OUTREACH 

NICK BUNCH, MOUNTAIN OUTREACH 

V1p-0R1A K1RBY, MouNTAIN OUTREACH 

MATT HENSON, MOUNTAIN OUTREACH 

JONATHAN BOWMAN, MOUNTAIN OUTREACH 

STEPHANIE WATTS, MOUNTAIN OUTREACH 

TOSHA FARRIS, LAUREL LAKE BAPTIST CAMP 

APRIL SMITH, LAUREL LAKE BAPTIST CAMP 

)AKE BROCK, LAUREL LAKE BAPTIST CAMP 

TONY SHOUSE, LAUREL LAKE BAPTIST CAMP 

SHANE GIBSON, WOLF CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH, WILLIAMSBURG 

JESSICA GIBSON, WOLF CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH, WILLIAMSBURG 

ASHLEY SINGER, CORNERSTONE CHURCH, WILLIAMSBURG 

JOSH LAUGHLIN, CORNERSTONE CHURCH, W1wAMSBURG 

ARIEL ROBINSON, FBC, WILLIAMSBURG 

BROOKE JACKSON, FBC, WILLIAMSBURG 

KENTUCKY, 
DILLON WALLS, ACTS 1:8, LOUISVILLE 

BRIAN )ONES, CROSSINGS CAMP 

BRYAN DOBNEY, CROSSINGS CAMP 

BRENT FOLEY, CROSSINGS CAMP 

CAM HYDE, CROSSINGS CAMP 

CASEY HAMM, CROSSINGS CAMP 

JosH PATRICK, CROSSINGS CAMP 

MADISON BRANSTETTER, CROSSINGS CAMP 

MARCUS BRADBURY, CROSSINGS CAMP 

SHELBY CRAWFORD, CROSSINGS CAMP 

KELLEY BALDRIDGE, PAINTSVILLE 

TREVOR LAUGHLIN, KENTUCKY 

DAVID INTAL, LEXINGTON & GEORGETOWN 

EMILY HENSON, MANCHESTER 

)ILL TANNER, RICHMOND 

)ODY HOWARD, LONDON 

SAMANTHA ROBB, LOUISVILLE 

BEN CLAYTON, WESTERN KY 

ANTHONY )OLLY, CENTRAL KY 

ERIKA DOBBS, SOMERSET 

MALLORY MATHENA, LATONIA 

JosH WATKINS, EMMANUEL BIBLE CAMP, BARBOURVILLE 

RUSSELL RIDENOUF, HARLAN 

UNITED STATE., 
SEAN AsPENLIND, SUNSET CHRISTIAN CENTER, CA 

FORREST COLEMAN; NASHVILLE, TN, LEXINGTON & SOMERSET, KY 

KAYLA KoNTUL, NEW ORLEANS, LA 

SHANNON SCHAFFER, SHARPT0P COVE, GA 

JARED DOBNEY, ZENIA, OH 
BRETT MARTIN, JOURNEYMAN 

INTERNATIONAL, 
MARCUS BRADBURY, SONORA, MEXICO & CROSSINGS CAMP, KY 

CHRISTINA PERKINS, SONORA, MEXICO 

KATE SEXTON, SONORA, MEXICO 

ALLISON ENGLAND, SONORA, MEXICO 

KATIE SMITH, TRINIDAD 

AMANDA WALTON, KENYA 

MADISON BRANSTETTER, KENYA 

KENDRA SAMMONS, KENYA 

LINDSAY )ONES, KENYA 

CouRTNEY Fou1, GUATEMALA 

DILLbN WALLS, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

K1 YOUNG CHA, KOREA 
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