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Hammond out 
as president of 
North American 
Mission Board 

Alpharetta, Ga.-The head of 
the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion's North American Mission 
Board and three of his top asso­

ciates resigned 
last week dur­
ing a called 
meeting of the 
agency's board 
of trustees. 

The board 
convened the 
special meet­
ing Aug. 11 af­
ter board lead­
ers identi­
fied "serious 
issues" about 

the leadership of Geoff Ham­
mond, president of the agency 
since 2007. 

Parents and children living in Covington's west end wait in line outside the Moore Activity Center to receive back-to-school assistance. 
For more than 30 years, South Side Baptist Church's former pastor, Harold Pike, prayed that God would provide the congregation the 
opportunity to purchase the Salty Dog Saloon so the property could be used tor Christian ministry. Pike's prayers eventually were 
answered. Today, hundreds of parents and children are served through a variety of services each year. (Photo by Dannah Prather) 

The three NAME staff mem­
bers who also resigned were 
Dennis Culbreth, senior assis­
tant to the president; Steve Reid, 
senior associate to the president 
for strategy development; and 
Brandon Pickett, communica­
tions team leader. 

Covington's inner-city students get a boost at Moore Activity Center The resignations came af­
ter 54 of the board's 57 trust­
ees met in a seven-hour execu­
tive session. 

By Dannah Prather 
Partnerships Editor 

Covington-"Love, joy, peace, pa­
tience, kindness, goodness, faithful­
ness, gentleness ... " 

Seven-year-old Asiago Latimore 
hesitates only a moment as he lists 
the Fruits of the Spirit described in 
the Apostle Paul's letter to the Ga­
latians. 

dren explore Bible truths at the 
Moore Activity Center in Coving­
ton. A ministry of South Side Baptist 
Church and Northern Kentucky Bap­
tist Association, the center provides 
a long and growing list of services to 
children and families in the neigh­
borhood. 

gle mom, said. "I appreciate every­
thing they do for us." 

On a recent Saturday, volunteers 
fitted nearly 300 children with new 
shoes. Each child also received socks, 
a bag of school supplies, and if they 
wanted, a haircut in preparation for 
the new school year. 

Afterward, Board Chairman 
Tim Patterson, pastor of Hill­
crest Baptist Church in Jack­
sonville, Fla., said details of the 
lengthy meeting were of "a per­
sonnel matter" and would re­
main confidential. 

"And self-control," he adds. 
His morn, Christine Dodd, smiles. 
Asiago and dozens of other chil-

Dodd said her family has de­
pended on South Side for years, first 
through the church's day care, and 
now through the MAC. 

'Tm struggling now," Dodd, a sin-

Director Arny Wilhelrnus, the 
MAC's only paid staff member, said 
the back-to-school ministry is made 
possible through direct donations 
□ See Covington ministry ... Page 3 

In a statement, Patterson re­
quested prayer for Hammond 
o See NAMB president ... Page 6 

Lottie Moon shortfall leaves some missionaries on hold 
By Don Graham 
International Mission Board 

Richmond, Va.-They had said goodbyes to their 
neighbors, friends and church family. They had 
resigned from their jobs and sold their home and 
furniture. They had even given away the family 
dog, a miniature collie named Qtip. 

When Tim and Audrey Shepard* decided to an­
swer God's call to share Jesus in Asia as Southern 
Baptist missionaries, they knew there could be ob­
stacles. But the couple never expected that the ob­
stacle would be a shortfall in missions funding. 

The Shepards are two of the 69 candidates in 
the pipeline to serve as long-term missionaries 
through the International Mission Board who 
have been told they cannot be sent to the field at 
this time. That's in addition to an estimated 350 
short-term candidates who also have been turned 
away from missionary service this year. 

In May, the IMB announced it would severely 
limit the number of missionaries sent in 2009 due 
to reduced giving through the Cooperative Pro­
gram and a $29-rnillion-dollar shortfall in the Lot­
tie Moon Christmas Offering. More than half of 
the mission board's annual budget comes from 

the Lottie Moon offering to sustain the 5,600-
plus Southern Baptist missionaries serving over­
seas. The goal for the 2008 offering (which funds 
the 2009 budget) was $170 million, but only $141 
million was received, $9 million less than was re­
ceived for the 2007 offering. 

The Shepards previously served 15 years with 
IMB but left the field in 2004 and moved to Jack­
sonville, Fla., so their daughter Nora• could attend 
high school in the United States. They planned to 
return to the mission field when she entered col­
lege and began that process in the fall of 2008. 
They were on track to arrive in Asia by the end of 
2009 to partner with another IMB missionary cou­
ple working to spread the gospel among some of 
Asia's minority people groups. 

But all that came to a screeching halt.July 27 
when an IMB representative called the Shepards 
to explain that tl1eir missionary appointment had 
been put on hold because there was not enough 
money to send them. 

Audrey said the news has left the family dis­
couraged and confused. 

''You feel sort of directionless-we really don't 
know what to do now," she noted. "It's tragic that 

money is holding back God's work around the 
world .... There are people dying every day that 
are not going to have the opportunity to hear 
about Jesus because so many missionaries are be­
ing held up." 

So far the Shepards have not been given a firm 
date when they will head to the mission field. 
Spring 2010 has been mentioned, but no promis­
es have been made. That means the Shepards will 
be on hold for at least six months. Right now they 
do not know where they will live or what they will 
do. They have decided to stay temporarily in their 
church's mission house. 

"We're ready to go to the field," Tim said. "My 
mind is already on ministry, and going back to 
secular jobs just to pay the bills doesn't excite us 
too much." 

The Shepards say that if their delay, and the de­
lay of 67 others in going to the mission field, helps 
Southern Baptists realize the importance of lost 
souls overseas, "so be it." 'Tm happy if that's what 
will come of this," Audrey said. "That people wake 
up and realize that they need to give their money 
to support missions." (BP) 

*Names changed for security reasons 



2 KENTUCKY www.~l)~det".org 

Owensboro church celebrates tornado recovery 
By Karen Owen-Phelps 
State Correspondent 

Owensboro-What seemed like a tragedy 
when a tornado smashed into a 109-year-old 
church turned out to be a blessing, church 
leaders and members here agreed. 

Third Baptist Church of Owensboro cel­
ebrated the culmination of a $7 million, 
21-rnonth restoration project Aug. 9. Mem­
bers said the process did not just restore the 
building to its previous glory, it made it even 
better. 

"We basically have a new sanctuary," said 
James Byrd, Third Baptist's pastor. 

His congregation celebrated with a ser­
vice of mostly music and a lot of "thank 
yous." Services have been held in the sanctu­
ary since Easter, but construction work there 
now is nearly finished, Byrd said. 

A crane still blod<s Allen Street in front 
of the church and a few odds and ends still 
remain to be done on the property, but visi­
tors at "A Celebration Sunday" .could not tell 
that a twister slammed the church's bell tow­
er into the sanctuary Oct. 18, 2007. 

"Our goal was to put it back, only bet­
ter," Byrd said of the sanctuary known for its 
distinctive U shape and aged, curved wood 
and stained-glass windows. It was built for 
$35,000 in 1898 and often has been compared 
to the Ryman Auditorium in Nashville. 

AS GOOD AS NEW Members of Owensboro's Third Baptist Church sing hymns during the Aug. 9 "Cel­
ebration Sunday" to dedicate the newly rebuilt sanctuary, which was damaged by a tornado in October 
2001. (Photo courtesy of Third Baptist, Owensboro) 

ments in the meantime. "We even have the 
capability for theatrical lighting we didn't 
have before," Byrd pointed out. 

of what could have happened to the 125 or 
so people in the church for a meeting of the 
Kentucky Council of Churches when the tor­
nado hit. They had evacuated to the base­
ment five to 10 minutes before impact. Sunday sunlight made the newly refur­

bished windows blaze. Some of the dark 
woodwork and glass dividing portions of the 
balcony into classrooms have been removed, 
showing off more of one of the building's 
largest windows. 

"It looks wonderful," said Jackie Pevel­
er, a member of the celebration planning 
committee who has attended Third Baptist 
since 1948. "The restoration has been exact­
ly right." 

Two of the witnesses returned for Sun­
day's re-dedication: Nancy Jo Kemper, the 
retired director of the Kentucky Council of 
Churches; and John McRaith, bishop of the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Owensboro. 

"It's more appealing and worship-friend­
ly," Byrd said. 

"That slate roof was something. It's amaz­
ing we could even get it today," Ted L9lley, 
a local engineer who oversaw the restora­
tion process, told worshippers during the 
service. 

During Sunday's celebration, several com­
mittee members, contractors and others in­
strumental in returning the building to its 
former glory were recognized. "We haven't 
gotten any church members out of the work 
but we've got a wedding coming up," Byrd 
told the congregation. 

"I made a little inappropriate joke," Byrd 
said. "The last time a bishop was in the Bap­
tist church, the rooffell in." 

The tornado and long recovery did not re­
ally affect attendance at Third, which still is 
running 300 to 350 people on Sunday morn­
ings, he said. 

No drywall was used on the repairs to pre­
serve the room's acoustics-one of his main 
goals. "This is all three coats of plaster, just 
like it was 100 years ago," he noted, gestur­
ing around the sanctuary. 

Third Baptist held services in the church's 
gym for several months following the storm, 
despite a leaky roof there. Peveler recalled 
the pianist draping a rain coat across the 
baby grand piano to protect it. 

"I think we're better for it, frankly," Byrd 
quipped. "We recognized we were more than 
the building. We never missed a beat in wor­
ship. We recognized the church is the peo­
ple." 

The tornado damage "was heartbreaking 
and unbelievable," she recalled. 

The restoration also gave church lead­
ers the opportunity to make other improve-

Byrd said he woke up at night for months 
following the storm, alarmed by the thought 

Still, "it sure is nice to have a nice build­
ing," he said. 

KBC offers training event for 
international mission trips . 

Louisville-Those who are about to lead or are interest­
ed in leading an international mission trip are invited 
to attend the Kentucky Baptist Convention's Team Lead­
er Training, Sept. 18-19 at the Kentucky Baptist Building 
in Louisville. 

Participants will learn key principles in team commu­
nication, trip strategy, building a team, funding the proj­
ect, travel precautions and more. 

"We are committed to helping churches increase 
their missions involvement, and this is one practical way 
we can do that," said KBC's Partnership Missions Direc­
tor Scott Pittman. "We want to mal<e sure Kentucky Bap­
tist teams are aware of the important details surround­
ing mission trips." 

The training will be led by Terry Sharp, mobilization 
strategist for the Southern Baptist Convention's Interna­
tional Mission Board. 

Those who complete Team Leader Training are eligi­
ble for a $500 scholarship when they lead a mission trip 
for the KBC, Pittman noted. 

The event is open to any Kentucky Baptist interested 
in leading a volunteer mission team. It will run from 
6:30-9 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 18, and from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 
on Saturday, Sept. 19. 

There is no charge to attend, but advanced registra­
tion is required. 

To register or to get more information, visit www. 
KyBaptist.orgfILT or call the KBC's partnership missions 
department at (502) 489-3529, or toll free in Kentucky at 
(866) 489-3529. 

Former Jonathan Creek director, 
Ky. pastor Hurst dies at age 76 
By Drew Nichter 
News Director 

Paducah-Deward Hurst, a long­
time Kentucky Baptist pastor and di­
rector of Jonathan Creek Baptist As­
sembly, died Aug. 9 after a four-year 
battle with cancer. He was 76. 

Hurst served 10 different church­
es in Western Kentud<y and South­
ern Illinois. He also was moderator 
for West Union Baptist Association 
and served three terms on the Ken­
tucl<y Baptist Convention's Execu­
tive (now Mission) Board. 

From 1989-99, Hurst served as di­
rector of Jonathan Creek Baptist As­
sembly in Marshall County. He led 
the camp during a time of signfi­
cant transition for Kentucl<y Bap­
tist camps. The ministry came under 
scrutiny in the mid-1990s with the 
decision to sell Cedarmore Baptist 
Assembly, Jonathan Creek's North­
ern Kentucky counterpart. 

The Cedarmore sale later was re­
versed on a vote by Kentucky Baptist 
messengers, and Kentucky Baptist 
Assemblies, Inc. was formed to over­
see the camps. 

Hurst "was the director during 
the most challenging time we ever 

faced at Jonathan Creek," said Rusty 
Ellison, pastor of Walnut Street Bap­
tist Church in Louisville and former 
KBA president. 

"He gave so much of himself per­
sonally to operate that facility be­
cause in those days he didn't have 
a lot of help," Ellison said of Hurst. 
"Deward had to do much of the min­
istry himself. ... He did a phenom­
enal job for years under the most 
challenging of conditions." 

In 2002, KBA's board of directors 
voted to name a new lodge at Jona­
than Creek for Hurst "to be sure that 
we never forgot the contribution 
that Deward made," Ellison noted. 
"He was a great example of servant 
leadership." 

After his retirement as camp di­
rector in 1999, Hurst stayed busy 
as interim pastor of nine differ­
ent churches until earlier this year 
when his health kept him away 
from the pulpit. 

Hurst is survived by his wife, 
June, three children, four grandchil­
dren and two great-grandchildren. 

Funeral services were held Aug. 
12 at Zion's Cause Baptist Church in 
Benton, where Hurst was a member. 
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Sept. 1 cut-off 
date again may 
affect CP totals 
By Kristie Randolph 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Louisville-Churches intending 
for their Aug. 30 Cooperative Pro­
gram gifts to be counted for the 
2008-09 fiscal year will need to 
make special arrangements to en­
sure their gifts are received by the 
Sept. 1 deadline, according to Ken­
tucl<y Baptist Convention Execu­
tive Director Bill Mad<ey. 

Mad<ey said that because the 
last Sunday in August falls just one 
day before the end of the month, 
receipts must be postmarked prior 
to Aug. 30 and received by the con­
vention office by Sept. 1 in order to 
be counted in a church's 2008-09 
giving totals. 

"We are encouraging church­
es to send in their Aug. 30 check 
early to avoid reporting confusion. 
To be safe, churches probably need 
to mail their gifts by Aug. 27," he 
urged. 

Gifts received after Sept. 1 will 
be counted toward the 2009-10 fis­
cal year budget totals. The fiscal 
year runs September through Au­
gust each year. 

"We regret if this creates an in­
convenience for churches, but this 
is important for the ministries that 
depend on funds budgeted for the 
current fiscal year, as well as for 
accurate reporting of what each 
church gave through CP this fiscal 
year," Mackey explained. 

"Last year, the fiscal year end­
ed on Sunday, Aug. ·31, but because 
the church treasurers responded 
so well, August CP gifts were out­
standing," he added. "Since re­
ceipts are behind last year at the 
end of July, we are praying for an­
other outstanding August." 

According to Mackey, August CP 
receipts need to be postmarked by 
the last business day in August ev­
ery year and received by the first 
business day in September. 

With just one month left in 
the 2008-09 fiscal year, Coopera­
tive Program giving totals through 
July now are behind budget more 
than 3 percent, according to Low­
ell Ashby, KBC's business services 
team leader. 

Ashby said July CP receipts to­
taled $1,900,431. So far this fiscal 
year, churches have given a total 
of $21,289,660 through the Coop­
erative Program, which leaves to­
tal receipts $710,340 (3.23 percent) 
behind budget. CP giving also re­
mains behind last year's pace by 
$518,270 (2.4 percent) 

"Kentucky Baptists have experi­
enced a variety of challenges this 
year, but have kept their priority 
on giving through CP to missions 
and ministries," said Billy Comp­
ton, executive associate for Coop­
erative Program and resources. 
"We are encouraged by their faith­
fulness and are excited to see how 
God will continue to provide for 
us all." 

Ashby noted that more than 
$2. 7 million is needed in August 
to meet budgeted projections. The 
budget for CP in the 2008-09 fiscal 
year is $24 million. 
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Covington ministry helps inner-city kids get ready for school 
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NEW LOOK'FOR A'NEW YEAR Bonita Hood trims Abigail Johnson's hair during the Moore-Activity Cen-
ter's back-to-school event. South Side Baptist Church and other congregations in the Northern Kentucky 
Baptist Association support the ministry center that opened in 2003. (Photos by Dannah Prather) 

Former Kentucky Baptist pastor 
accepts associate role at LifeWay 

Nashville-Kentucky pastor Micah Cart­
er has joined the staff at LifeWay Chris­
tian Resources, according to a news re­
lease from the Southern Baptist publish­
ing arm. 

The Aug. 7 release said Carter, who 
recently resigned as pastor of Mackville 
Baptist Church, was named as an asso­
ciate to Tom Hellams, Life­
Way's vice president of exec­
utive communications and 
relations. 

er this year to enter the mission field . 
'Tm happy to be a part of the team 

and contribute whatever gifts and skills 
the Lord's given me to bring excellence 
to this department," Carter said, "and 
certainly to proclaim the name of Jesus 
through our news and information I 
think is the ultimate goal." 

In addition to his time 
at Mackville Baptist, Carter 
also served on staff at Hun­
singer Lane Baptist Church 
in Louisville and at church­
es in Mississippi. He also was 
a member of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention Mission 
Board at the time of his de­
parture and an adjunct pro­
fessor at Campbellsville Uni­
versity. Carter is a graduate 
of Southern Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary in Louisville. 

In his role, Carter serves as 
the company's chief spokes­
person and is the primary 
contact for all journalists, 
the news release noted. He 
also will handle social me­
dia duties for LifeWay, coor­
dinating Twitter, Facebook 
and LifeWay Newsblog sites 
for the entity's media rela­
tions team. Micah Carter Last November, Carter was 

In an interview with the 
Western Recorder, Carter, 33, said he 
"didn't really have any plans to leave" 
Mackville Baptist, where he had served as 
pastor for nearly five years. He said Life­
Way President Thom Rainer offered him 
the opportunity to be part of "a differ­
ent ministry context apart from the local 
church," and "maybe to influence a little 
more broadly across the churches" of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

Carter said he is filling the role vacat­
ed by LifeWay's former media relations 
manger Chris Turner, who resigned earli-

voted secretary/treasurer of 
the Kentucky Baptist Pastors' Confer­
ence. With Carter vacating the post, Pas­
tors' Conference President Tom James, 
pastor of Eastwood Baptist Church in 
Bowling Green, said he asked Wesley 
Noss, pastor of New Hope Baptist Church 
in Versailles, who James said he learned 
was going to be nominated for secretary/ 
treasurer at this year's conference, to be­
gin serving immediately. Noss still will be 
officially nominated and voted on at this 
year's Pastors' Conference in November, 
James said. 

Continued from page 1 
and financial contributions. About 20 vol­
unteers, some from outside the congrega­
tion, helped pull the event together-and it 
is just a drop in the bucket of all the MAC 
offers. 

Tutoring, computer classes, Alcoholics 
Anonymous meetings, recreation, field 
trips, a food pantry and Bible studies for 
children, youth and adults are among the 
services. A monthly family night provides 
children and parents an evening of fun , 
such as a movie or games, at no cost. 

"It's been the realization of ministry 
(that is) seven days a week, not just the wor­
ship aspect," said David Foley, pastor of 
South Side for the past six years. 

The MAC opened in 2003 but the minis­
try began years before. 

Wilhelmus' mother, Helen Cummins, 
became a missionary to the west Covington 
area in the mid-1970s. 

Federal dollars helped start a day care at 
South Side. Cummins was hired to help pre­
pare the two meals served daily. Through 
the day care, she built relationships with 
children and families that she extended 
through the church. Local children came to 
know her as "the woman who laughs" and 
"the woman who prays." 

A Girls in Action ministry started with 
15 children and soon grew to 85. When the 
boys felt left out, Cummins started a "Big A 
Club" with a similar format. 

She was invited to speak at a North­
ern Kentucky Baptist Association meeting 
where her stories about the trials of inner­
city families touched members of suburban 
congregations. 

Support grew and soori Cummins was 
• appdinted a fuU-time locaI; l.iuiefdfy mis-
• sionafy 1:>y'Sotitli'Sid'e artd'th'e ass'od ¾l.tioii. 

Northern Kentucky churches have been 
"the gre'atest partners in the world," Foley 
said, noting·that many congregations fund 
the MAC through annual budgets. 

Cummins said when Amy visited her of­
fice she would sit in her mom's chair and 
predict, "When I get big, I'm going to be a 
missionary like you." 

Praying for a bar 
While the future missionary grew, for­

mer South Side Pastor Harold Pike was ask­
ing God to give him a bar. 

The Salty Dog Saloon at 16th and Hol­
man streets backed up to South Side's facili­
ty. It was Pike's dream that one day the own­
er would sell the property to the church so 
it could be used for ministry. 

"It'd been used by the devil for so long," 
Pike said. For more than 30 years he "laid 
hands on the building and claimed it for 
Jesus," praying for the opportunity to help 
people and glorify God through it. 

After decades of prayer, Pike received 

word that the owner was ready to sell. On 
the heels of the news, he received a letter 
from his niece with a check for $100,000. 
She and her husband wanted to help the 
South Side ministry. Pike said he thought 
the amount on the check was an error. 'Td 
never held $100,000 in my hands before." 

Fast forward a few years and an addi­
tional $100,000 in materials and hours of 
volunteer labor: the Moore Activity Center, 
named for Pike's niece and her husband, 
opened for ministry in 2003. 

A missionary's calling 
Having graduated from Cumberland 

College (now University of the Cumber­
lands) and Southwestern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, Wilhel­
mus was serving in Buffalo, N.Y. She said 
she was reluctant to return to Covington to 
fill the shoes of her mother. 

Cummins said a less-than-subtle phone 
call to her daughter might have encour­
aged her to seek God's leading afresh. Cum­
mins read a newspaper article to her that 
described a local school as one of the worst 
in the state, in part because of the tough 
inner-city environment. 

"God needs you in Covington," Cum­
mins told her daughter. 

'Tm called to the inner city along the 
same lines as someone else is called to Afri­
ca," Wilhelmus said. 

Wednesday night Bible club for the chil­
dren "is their church," Wilhelmus said. "A 
majority of our kids don't come on Sunday 
because the parents don't come." 

Despite that discouraging fact, volun­
teers persevere offering meals, Christmas 
presents, haii; cuts, wint~r coats, pew sp.oes, 

"'field trips -and other services to meet crit­
-"~<:a!)leeds ~~a ~'mosr'imp9.~a'.fitly, to bu11d 

relationships with children and parents. 
"They're going to want to know who 

your Jesus is because of the way you love 
them," Wilhelmus said. 

Children such as Sarah Pryor, 1i, prob­
ably do not realize the effort-spiritual, fi­
nancial and physical-that was, and is, re­
quired to make the MAC a reality. 

What Sarah does know is "my friend 
said it was fun," so Sarah joined her one 
Wednesday night. "She's been coming ever 
since," said her mom, Sharrie Marteney. 

Sarah said before coming to the MAC, she 
did not know much about Jesus. She found 
the Bible stories she learned on Wednesday 
nights and during the MAC's vacation Bible 
school "weird and interesting," and now "I 
!mow a lot more about Him." 

Marteney said she is grateful for the cen­
ter because it teaches her daughter Chris­
tian values and provides a safe place for Sar­
ah to go when she is not in school. 

"I know on Wednesday evening, this is 
where she'll be," Marteney said. 

ON MISSION IN COVINGTON Amy Wilhelmus (left), director of the Moore Activity Center in Coving­
ton, chats with her mother-in-law, Sharon Wildhelmus, during the recent back-to-school outreach 
that provided shoes, socks, school supplies and haircuts to nearly 300 boys and girls. 
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KBC fiscal year ends August 31 

As the end of the 2008-2009 fiscal year approaches, I 
want to thank Kentucky Baptists for their support of mis­
sions through the Cooperative Program and missions offer­
ings. I am confident that I speak for all SBC and KBC mission 

Partners in 
the Mission 

and ministry causes when I say thank you 
for your faithful giving. 

I also wanted to remind church trea­
surers that August CP gifts can only be 
included in the current fiscal year if the 
check is postmarked by Aug. 31 and re­
ceived by Sept 1. For that to happen, gifts 
will need to be mailed by Aug. 27. 

The challenge is that Aug. 30 is the last 
Sunday in August If the CP gift is mailed 
after Aug. 30, it will not likely be received 
by Sept. 1. We regret if this creates an in­

By Bill Mackey convenience for churches, but we do ap-
preciate your help. Church treasurers re­

sponded last year to a similar challenge, and God provided 
a great month for CP gifts. 

At the end of July, CP receipts were down $518,270 (2.4 
percent) from last year, but ahead of what was expected. De­
spite the deficit, our expenditures will still come under re­
ceipts since the KBC staff has continued to operate within a 
reduced spendable budget. 

I praise God for the generosity and faithfulness of Ken­
tucl<y Baptists during these challenging economic times. It 
was encouraging to learn that 57 churches had increased 
their giving by more than $3,000 each by mid-year. Income 
for missions offerings was also strong, with Lottie Moon 
and Eliza Broadus less than 1 percent behind last year. 

It is important for Kentucl<y Baptists to know that their 
gifts are stewarded in a highly accountable and transpar­
ent financial system set up and continually affirmed by Ken­
tucl<y Baptists themselves. Church-approved messengers at 
the KBC annual meeting vote each year on the KBC budget 
goal, and also approve the percentages given to SBC mission 
causes and KBC mission causes. 

KBC Mission Board members approve the amount giv­
en to KBC institutions and agencies, as well as the line item 
budget for Mission Board programs, as recommended by 
the board's Business and Finance Committee. 

The Mission Board staff then ~a~efully follows the ap­
proved budget and employs CP funds for missions and min­
istries throughout the year under a well-defined business 
and financial plan. Outside audits are regularly conducted 
for KBC entities and Mission Board programs, and churches 
receive monthly aclmowledgements of their gifts . 

All of these business and financial policies and practic­
es have been approved by the KBC Mission Board, and are 
under continuous review by KBC staff, auditors, legal coun­
sel, the Mission Board and its Business and Finance Com­
mittee. 

As always, we welcome any questions or suggestions 
from Kentucl<y Baptists regarding these matters. We are 
grateful for the transparency and accountability woven 
into our stewardship of CP funds. 

Bill Mackey is executive director of the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 
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Transparency missing in NAMB action 
Many Southern Baptists were no doubt caught 

off guard by this week's headline: "Hammond 
out as president of North American Mission 

Board." That is understandable. 
At a late May trustee meeting in Jackson, Miss., all 

appeared to be well between NAME staff, its trustees 
and their president, Geoff Hammond. In a statement, 
Trustee Chairman Tim Patterson described the agen­
cy's role as being "crucial to the weav­
ing together of Southern Baptist part­
ners to fulfill the Great Commission," 
countering any notion that he had 
seemingly advocated the creation of a 
"singular world missions agency" for 
Southern Baptists. He also affirmed 
Hammond's leadership, declaring 
that for the past two years Hammond 
has led the mission board with "a 
steady, efficient and effective hand." 

Patterson further said of Hammond: "He has consis­
tently sounded the clarion call that North America is 
a mission field. And he has done all this with a Christ­
like attitude that I have had the privilege to witness 
first hand." 

A portion of a statement approved then by the 
board reads: "As trustees, we are unified in support of 

. our president, Dr. Geoff Hammond, who is providing 
exemplary, unique leadership and vision as Southern 
Baptists embrace the challenges of the ever changing 
and diverse mission field of North America." 

Obviously, as one close observer aptly put it, "that 
statement would lead you to believe there was no 
greater leader on the planet." Indeed, if there was 
trouble afoot, it would seem that those closest to the 
situation genuinely believed it would not prove to be 
enough of a distraction as to prevent the agency from 
effectively accomplishing its vision. 

Yet, appearances evidently were deceiving, for in 
a brief statement offered to press following a seven­
hour-long meeting last Tuesday, Patterson announced 
the resignations of Hammond and his closest associ­
ates: Steve Reid, Dennis Culbreth and Brandon Pickett. 
He then gave the following short explanation: "Even 
though the subject of today's meeting has been the 
topic of much media speculation, it is important to re­
member that this is a personnel matter and we will 
keep the details of today's discussion confidential." 

That was all Southern Baptists were told. 
Patterson went on only to say trustees would contin­

ue to be in prayer for Dr. Hammond, his family and for 
the families of the others who have resigned. He asked 
Southern Baptists to continue praying for God's guid­
ance in the days ahead. 

The abrupt announcement was not completely 
without warning, though. Two weeks ago, the fact 
that troubles had reemerged became evident when an 

e-mail between Bowling Green pastor Jason Pettus and 
other NAME trustees apparently made its way into a re­
porter's hands. The e-mail outlined several leadership 
concerns that were to be discussed at a meeting of the 
trustees' 21-member executive committee, and it hint­
ed that some might call for the president's removal. 

The primary charges against Hammond, according 
to the e-mail, were that he had failed to meet with an 

After 
Thought 

executive leadership coach whom the 
executive committee had hired, opt­
ing instead to select his own coach; 
that he had hired a chief operating 
officer without the executive com­
mittee's approval; and that the mo­
rale among NAME staff had reached 
an all-time low. (A November article 

By Todd Deaton in the Christian Index, news jour-
nal of the Georgia Baptist Conven­

tion, traced much of the chronic morale problems to a 
perceived lack of sufficient funding in NAME's budget 
planning for the SBC's upcoming 10-year evangelism 
initiative, God's Plan for Sharing, dubbed "GPS".) 

Pettus said he wrote the e-mail to his fellow board 
members to let them lmow to pray for the agency and 
that he was not taking sides. "I have no concerns what­
soever about those serving on our executive commit­
tee. They truly are godly men and are not out to do any 
harm to the agency," he assured. "I have nothing but 
the greatest love and admiration for them and their 
leadership. I can truthfully say that we, as board mem­
bers, love the North American Mission Board and what 
God is doing there." 

Commending the NAME's disaster relief ministry 
and the GPS evangelism initiative as representative 
of what Southern Baptists should be about, Pettus­
in a recent interview with the Western Recorder-ex­
pressed perhaps the prevailing sentiments of most 
Kentucl<y Baptists. "As for me and my church, we are 
going to support NAME," he declared. "We believe we 
can partner with other churches and accomplish more 
together than we can alone. And we need NAMB to lead 
us, to show us the very best way to do evangelism, and 
to provide us with opportunities to reach people in 
North America with the gospel." 

Following the resignations, Patterson sought to 
reassure NAME staff and Southern Baptists that the 
agency was "going nowhere but forward." Yet, if that 
is the case-as we all desire-then Southern Baptists 
should not be left to rely on speculation and hearsay 
in matters of this import. They deserve more transpar­
ency and accountability both from their agency heads 
and from their elected trustees. While confidentiality 
should be prized, Southern Baptists and the missionar­
ies and missions volunteers who serve them deserve a 
better explanation of what is transpiring at an agency 
they faithfully and sacrificially support. 

Got pure religion? Show love to widows 
It's right th~re in James 1:27a: 

"Pure and undefiled religion before 
our God and Father is this: to look 
after ... widows in their distress .... " 
Need fresh ideas for ministering to 

ble study, outings, ministry projects 
or mission trips. 

Show Honor: Timothy 5:3-10. 

widows in your church? 

Offer friendship: 

■ Deacons might sponsor an an­
nual banquet for widows 

Fresh Ideas and provide transporta­

Proverbs 17:17 
• Be a friend. Seek her out 

at church. Call when she's 
absent. Program your num­
ber into her phone so she 
can call in an emergency. 
Laugh together. Cry togeth­
er. Listen. Learn from her. 

tion, serve a meal and pray 
for them. 

•A women's class can 
sponsor a widows' "hats­
required tea." Carol at her 
door for Christmas. Host a 
Christmas open house or 
Valentines tea for widows at 
your home. 

Telephone. Text. Share Chris- Diana Davis • Teens could prepare 
a pre-service audio-visual 

with widows' photos and favorite 
scriptures. 

tian magazines or books. 
Carpool. Pray faithfully for her. 

• • Include her on your guest list 
when you entertain. Invite her along . 
for a family adventure or holiday eel- Get practical: Deuteronomy 24:19 
ebration. Ask her to help you with a 
ministry project. 

• Form a group for widows and 
widowers for fellowship, prayer, Bi-

• Some churches assign widows 
to a deacon and his wife or a church 
member for regular contact and 
help with physical, spiritual and so-

cial needs. A church may provide a 
grief recovery class, support group 
or private assistance with legal or fi­
nancial needs. 

• Take her with you to the library 
or grocery. Offer a ride to the doc­
tor. Teens can help with her lawn or 
technical needs. A children's class 
can "adopt" her and send cards, de­
liver candies and help with small 
projects. 

• Deacons could build wheelchair 
ramps and helped with repairs and 
emergencies. Another church did an 
entire room makeover for a widow 
in need. A youth group planned an 
annual garage sale for the church's 
widow assistance fund. 

The care and treatment of wid­
ows must be important to God. It's 
addressed in more than 20 scrip­
tures. How will you demonstrate 
"pure religion" today? 
Diana Davis is the wife of Indiana Baptists' 
executive director, and author of "Deacon 
Wives." 

• 
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Does being a Christian change 
how you handle money? 

Church safety is no accident, Perkins counsels 

By Don Spencer 
The answer is quite simple. Being a Christian should change 

the way you approach everything in life. especially handling fi­
nances. How we handle money reflects our life's 
priorities. I believe that's why the Scripture places 
so much emphasis on stewardship issues. 

m 
Financial planning has been defined as "the 

predetermined use of financial resources in or­
der to accomplish certain goals and objectives." 
As a Christian, we can use the same definition 
with slight modification: "the prayerful, spirit 

led, predetermined use of financial resources in order to accom-
plish certain goals and objectives as part of one's Christian com­
mitment." 

As Christians, we need to be reminded of the different perspec­
tive we should have in dealing with financial issues. I briefly offer 
five perspectives regarding money that we should reflect as Chris­
tians. I emphasize "reflect" to say we believe them. It is another to 
put them in practice in such a way that others see the difference 
and it becomes a testimony of our relationship with God. Remem­
ber the old adage, "Actions speak louder than words." 

■ Our possessions are temporal. We all agree that you "can't 
take it with you." Do people see in us an attitude towards our pos­
sessions that reflects that belief{2 Peter 3:10; Luke 12:15b)? 

■ Our possessions are not a source for pride, power, prestige 
or conceit. This is the world's attitude toward money and posses­
sions {1 Timothy 6:17). 

V iolence from the outside world, unfortunate­
ly, encroaches upon our sanctuaries, forcing 
church leaders to keep a vigilant eye on the 

safety of members and the security of their facilities 
more than ever before, according to Bob 
Perkins, a retired law enforcement officer 
with more than 23 years of experience. 

Citing passages such as Acts 20:28-31, 
Nehemiah 4:16-22 and Psalms 122:6-7, the 
detective for 15 years and former narcot­
ics officer believes that it is imperative 
that church leaders and Christian school 
administrators be as prepared as possible 
to deal with any type of violence that may 
occur on their campuses. "God's word 
tells us that we, as leaders in our church­
es and schools, have an obligation to be 
prepared and to protect those within our 

Safety should be a key area of concern for all 
churches, Perkins said. "We read and hear in the 
media when churches are attacked or when hor­
rific violence happens," he said. "What you do not 

hear about are the other crimes. such as 
thefts, burglaries or arson," he observed. 

"Many of our churches and other 
buildings are old and have little or no 
fire protection," he added. With approx­
imately 1,300 fires each year that involve 
church buildings. leaders need to do a 
better job of protecting their church's 
assets." 

environment," said Perkins. Bob Perkins 

Among the other issues that he plans 
to address are policies for doing person­
nel background checks, procedures for 
handling bomb threats and suspicious 
packages. preventing theft and oth­
er crimes, self-study guides for improv-

Perkins. a security director and risk ing security in children's ministry pro­
grams, questionnaires for childcare providers and 
volunteer workers. using consent forms to authorize 
emergency medical and dental treatment, internal 
checks for recording offerings and disbursements, 
and conducting emergency and crisis surveys to aid 
in developing effective disaster plans. 

manager at Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary since 2001, will lead a safety and security sem­
inar at the Super Saturday event at Immanuel Bap­
tist Church in Lexington this weekend. He also will 
conduct similar workshops at Severns Valley Bap­
tist Church in Elizabethtown, Aug. 29; First Baptist 
Church in Somerset, Sept. 12; and First Bap­

Along 
the Way 

tist Church in Pikeville, Sept. 19. 
Super Saturdays are annual church train­

ing events sponsored by the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention at six venues across the state. 
Two other Super Saturday events are slated 

■ God owns it all. We are stewards. We should approach our 
possessions as managers of something that belongs to someone 
else, not as owners (Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 12:16-21). 

■ Concern for family financial support is scriptural. 1 Timothy 
5:8 states. "If anyone does not provide for his family, especially for 
his immediate family, he has-denied the faith and is worse than 
unbeliever." To do that requires a healthy concern about money. 
As Jonathan Swift put it, "Every man ought to have money on his 
mind. No man ought to have money on his heart." 

for First Baptist Church in Paducah, Sept. 12, By Todd Deaton 

Perkins also offers advice on forming se­
curity and risk management teams. "These 
teams can give pastors and their congrega­
tions a tremendous peace of mind when they 
come to worship and enjoy the fellowship we 
share," he said. "Teams can look at the risks 
within their control and recommend bud­
gets, equipment, insurance, work with lo­
cal emergency agencies, conduct training, 
provide physical protection, and make many 
other contributions," he explained. 

■ Our stewardship is an indicator of one's inner spiritual condi­
tion. Show me how someone handles their money and it tells me 
volumes about their relationship with God. Christianity doesn't 
just provide answers for 10 percent of our money any more than it 
only provides a way to live on Sunday. 

and Zion Baptist Church in Henderson, Sept. 
19. These seminars cover a wide variety of 
ministry topics to assist church staff, teach­
ers and volunteers in starting and strength­
ening their areas of service, ranging from as­
similation, Sunday school, and finance and 
stewardship to leading men and women's 
ministries, preschool and children's work, 
and deacon teams. (For a complete listing 
of all the seminars offered and registration 
information, see the convention's Web site, Don Spencer is a certified financial planner and directs the Kentucky Baptist 

Convention's church financial benefits department. www.kybaptist.org.) 

Baptist contributions 
The Baptist contributions to what 

we call the "American character" may 
be more substantial than has been pre­
viously recognized. In fact, they seem 
to have been hardly recognized at all. 
Vague and fleeting references to Bap­
tist pioneers are occasionally made in 
sermons on historical days or by politi­
cians trying to tap into a voting group. 
Otherwise, it seems that little mod­
ern historical attention has been giv­
en to colonial Baptist preachers, pas­
tors and congregations that suffered 
long for the religious free­
doms Americans have prac­
ticed since the First Amend­
ment was passed. 

Likewise. little attention 
has been given to the char­
acter and personal traits of 
those hardy and faithful 
Baptist pioneers who float­
ed down the Ohio River in 1779 to 
the Falls of the Ohio and, then, onto 
the wilderness of central Kentucky. A 
perilous journey it was. Family mem­
bers often lost their lives to savages on 
America's first frontier. Sometimes, 
whole families were decimated. The 
wilderness. alone, could win most of 
the battles. If this were not enough. 
the British army added to the peril by 
offering rewards for pioneer scalps. 

Back in the colonies. Baptists were 
still being persecuted in the vilest of 
ways by their own government and 
the established church. Wilderness 
savagery. to some Baptists, may have 
seemed better than the civilized sav­
agery. 

When these Baptist pioneers final­
ly established the first formally con­
stituted church west of the Alleghe­
nies on June 18, 1781, that was fun­
damentally outside established au­
thority, they seemed to have pinned 
the notion of "individual freedom of 
conscience" to the civil and religious 
character of expanding America. 

Don and Glenda Patterson 
Elizabethtown 

Different missions 
My life has been inextricably en­

meshed in SonTeams and 
Cedarmore Discovery Youth 
Camps. Since I was a camp­
er in 1979, I have served as 
a SonTeamer, written camp 
curriculum, trained staff 
members and directed a 
SonTeam. 

I was disappointed by the 
July 28 article. From the time I read 
the headline, "On the Verge of Extinc­
tion ... ," my heart fell. A distinction 
should have been drawn between the 
financially struggling facilities and 
the successful Discovery Youth Camps. 
The camps could not sustain the facil­
ities because the camps were not de­
signed to do so. The Kentucky Baptist 
Convention sponsored the camps us­
ing Cooperative Program funds as a 
ministry to churches. 

I am pleased that Crossings is do­
ing well and has been able to revital­
ize the facilities. However, their mis­
sion has been different. Crossings de­
pends on support from higher camper 
fees and markets to churches outside 

of the state. 
The article also failed to recognize 

the incredible work that many volun­
teers and staff accomplished over the 
years. Tens of thousands of campers, 
hundreds of SonTeam members and 
many volunteers realized the same 
life-changing experiences. Because the 
camps were a ministry of the KBC, Son­
Teamers were not paid as they provid­
ed the relationships, mentoring and 
guidance many campers enjoyed. They 
served with only a small honorarium. 

In addition, folks like Tom Smoot 
and Ralph Hopkins spent countless 
hours and made tremendous sacrifices 
to plan, lead and grow these programs. 
I was not directly involved with RA and 
GA camps, but I have heard similar tes­
timonies. 

I celebrate the success of the Cross­
ings Camps and the blessings they are 
to this generation of young people. 
But, I can also tell you that lives were 
changed camp after camp, year after 
year, heart after heart before the Cross­
ings Camp model. I am one of those 
lives. 

Angela Girdley 
Fountain Run 

Forum Disdaimer: Baptist Forum is pro­
vided as an opportunity for Kentucky Bap­
tists to express their viewpoints on a variety 
of subjects. Opinions expressed do not neces­
sarily reflect those of the Western Recorder's 
editorial staff, its Board of Directors, or the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention. Letters should 
be no more than 300 words in length and 
will be edited for style, clarity and space. Let­
ters must reflect a spirit of Christian chari­
ty and civility. 

While every church wants to keep its ser­
vices and activities as open and inviting to 
guests as possible, Perkins believes mem­
bers and visitors alike should be assured 
that church leaders are concerned not only 
about their eternal security, but also with 
their personal safety and well-being ... along 
the Way. 

Bible does not support abuse 
By Valerie Vincent 

Abuse can be verbal, emotional, physical, sexual, 
or in the form of neglect. Christ is our model for rela­

tionship. Christ did not use such tac­
tics as intimidation, threatening, rag­
ing, belittling. joking to humiliate or 
demean, and silence to punish. Such 
tactics are about control. Abuse is an 
attempt to control another person. 

Scripture regularly emphasizes 
gaining and keeping control of one­

self. When the intention is to gain control or the ad­
vantage over another, even with scripture, this aim is 
not supported by the Bible. When one tries to blame 
someone else for his or her own anger or actions, this 
is incorrect. Scripture is clear that each person is held 
accountable for his or her own actions. 

Taking scripture verses out of their context-out 
of the verses that come before or after the passage, as 
well as the chapter and book of the Bible where the 
verses are found-can result in a misuse or abuse of 
those verses. Again. the guide becomes whether or 
not the verses taken out of context are intended to 
gain an advantage or have control of another person. 

Any form of abuse needs to be tal<en seriously. Seek 
help. Go now to talk with someone at your church or 
a local shelter. Abuse will not stop on its own. God 
has provided people with the gifts and desire to help. 
Make use of them. 

Closely tied with abuse is distorted thinl<ing. Edu­
cation through counseling, accountability and scrip­
tural truth are needed to help the abuser make real 
change. Abuse is destructive and can run free when it 
is hidden and done in secret. The light of truth shed 
on any abusive situation can start the healing pro­
cess. Bring the abuse into the light and allow God to 
bring healing. 
Valerie Vincent is a Christian counselor with Hardy Associates in 
Louisville. 
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NAMB acting interim Harris 
addresses staff, reaffirms 
organization's work, purpose 

NAMB president Hammond resigns amid 
rumors of cronyism, micromanagement 
Continued from page 1 

By Carol Pipes and his family, as well as the 0th-
North American Mission Board ers who had resigned. He also urged 

Alpharetta, Ga.-"It's a brand new day and we have an op- Southern Baptists to continue pray-
portunity before us," Richard Harris, newly appointed act- ing for the agency itself. 
ing interim president for the North American Mission "We have much work left to do 
Board, told staff at their weekly prayer chapel Aug. 13. as we seek God's guidance in these 

The staff gathered just two days after a meeting of days," Patterson said. "I still believe 
NAMB's board of trustees ended with the resignation of the that God has great plans for the 
entity's president, Geoff Hammond , ..----,,,..._.-...,.......i,,,., North American Mission Board and 
and three of his closest associates. iilMI that NAMB will play a key part in 

Harris told staff he is a "windshield" the Southern Baptist effort to reach 
Christian, not a "rearview mirror" North America for Christ." 
Christian. 'Tm going to honor the past The following day, trustees 
and try to learn from the past, but ev- named Richard Harris, senior strat-
ery day is a new day," he said. "I hope as egist for missions advancement, as 
we move forward that God will bind our acting interim president until an 
hearts together and we would accom- interim president is chosen. 
plish what He put us here to do." The meeting initially was to in-

Harris reminded staff that the hour volve only members of NAMB's 
is urgent and that 255 million people in executive committee-a smaller 
North America still do not have a rela- ....L..~__. group within the board of trustees 
tionship with Jesus Christ. Harris chal- Richard Harris - but members of the whole board 
lenged staffers to go home and look in learned about the meeting's agenda 
the mirror and imagine they are holding those 255 million and succeeded in calling for a full 
people in their hands and to say, "God, I'm responsible. This board meeting. 
is under our watch. What are we going to do?" Criticism of Hammond among 

Citing Hebrews 12:1, Harris told staff that if they fix their NAMB trustees had increased in re-
eyes on a human, they are going to be disappointed. cent months. Trustees hoped hiring 

"Don't let circumstances determine your joy," Harris Hammond, a former missionary, in 
said. "Our joy ought to be determined by a relationship to May 2007 would move the agency 
the Lord Jesus Christ, not by circumstances. forward after his predecessor, Bob 

"We need to lay aside everything that entangles and hin- Reccord, resigned amid allegations 
ders us and let's fix our eyes on Jesus." of mismanagement the year prior. 

Some said Hammond lacked the 
Focus on priorities management skills to effectively run 

Harris said that during the interim NAMB would con- an organization as large as NAMB, 
tinue to focus on three priorities: sharing Christ, starting which oversees more than 5,600 mis-
churches and sending missionaries. sionaries in the United States and 

"There will be one special focus that will be the lead and Canada, more than 3,000 endorsed 
that's CPS-God's Plan for Sharing." chaplains, 279 employees, and has a 

According to Harris, NAMB leadership is reviewing ways budget of $130 million. 
they can not only fulfill current funding promises for CPS, On July 29, Kentucky pastor Ja-
but also prioritize more resources for the effort. CPS is son Pettus, a NAMB trustee, sent an 
NAMB's national evangelism initiative introduced at the e-mail to fellow board members de-
2008 Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting. Har- tailing a conversation with Patterson 
ris commended NAMB's evangelism team for laying a solid that addressed three main concerns 
foundation, getting the strategy in place and building con- the executive committee had with 
sensus and ownership among state leaders. Hammond. Pettus later stated that 

"The members of the SLT (strategic leadership team) and the e-mail was intended only for his 
I believe that this must be our priority," he noted. "It's our fellow trustees and was not meant to 
opportunity to make the greatest impact in the time that be shared with the media. 
we have." The three issues were: 

Harris said he would continue to work with the team to ■ That Hammond had stopped 
make decisions guided by the Holy Spirit. meeting with an executive leader-

"Our goal will be to stay the course, try to stay effective ship coach trustees had hired to 
and relevant, doing what God has put us here to do." work with him and was seeking a 

Harris asked staff to commit to praying for the strategic different coach. 
leadership team, trustees, missionaries and one another. ■ That Hammond had hired an 

"We've got to get our hearts lmitted in the spirit of God, administrative associate without 
and prayer is one of the best ways to do that," he empha- consulting trustee leadership. 
sized. "That's where we make sure we're listening to God so ■ That morale among board staff 
we don't make mistakes. was at "an all-time low and people 

"If we're going to see an awakening in North America, within the entity and outside of it 
it's got to start right here in our hearts." are unhappy with the way things 

Responding to the Great Commission Task Force meet- are going." 
ings held earlier in the week, Harris said he believed South- Pettus, pastor ofLiving Hope Bap-
ern Baptists need two mission boards. tist Church in Bowling Green, wrote 

"Can things be done more efficiently and effectively? Ab- that Patterson told him "some on 
solutely, and we will certainly cooperate to that end," Har- the executive committee were very 
ris said. 'angry' and 'frustrated"' with Ham-

"I want us to join our hearts, our hands and our heads mond. Pettus also expressed sur-
and take NAMB to the next level with an intentional com- prise at the dissatisfaction consid-
mitment to reach North America," he added. "This is not a ering the trustees' affirmation of 
game, this is serious business, and it's the greatest business Hammond's leadership just three 
on the earth." months earlier. 

Incomingdays,Harrissaid,directcommunicationabout In May, NAMB trustees unani-
changes and priorities would be made with NAMB mission- mously approved a statement sup-
aries, state executive directors, state directors of missions, porting Hammond, "who is provid-
state directors of evangelism and all ofNAMB's partners. ing exemplary, unique leadership 

These could, Harris said, be the greatest days of impact- and vision as Southern Baptists 
ing North America. "Not because we're here, but because embrace the challenge of the ever-
that would bring glory to Jesus. As we move forward, God is changing and diverse mission field 
sovereign and He is on His throne." (BP) of North America." 

' Last week, a story in the Nash-

QUICK CHANGE Former North American Mission Board president Geoff Hammond 
addresses new missionaries at a May 18 commissioning service in Clinton, Miss. The 
following day, NAMB trustees approved a resolution affirming Hammond's leader­
ship of the missions organization. Last week, he and three of his closest associates 
resigned their positions. Former trustees cited concerns of nepotism, micromanage­
ment and low staff morale as reasons for a special called board meeting Aug. 11 that 
ultimately led to Hammond's resignation. (NAMB photo) 

Trustee chair: NAMB 'going nowhere but forward·' 
Alpharetta, Ga.-A day after a 

meeting of the board of trustees 
of the North American Mission 
Board ended with the resignation 
of President Geoff Hammond and 
three senior leaders, NAMB trust­
ee chairman Tim Patterson ex­
pressed his confidence in the staff 
and assured them "NAMB is going 
nowhere but forward." 

NAMB staff gathered for the 
board-wide meeting Aug. 12, to 
hear directly from Patterson who, 
the day before, presided over a spe­
cial called meeting to discuss con­
cerns about Hammond's leader­
ship which led to the resignation 

ville Tenneseean quoted several for­
mer NAMB board members who ex­
pressed frustration over Hammond's 
leadership of the missions agency. 

"There's a lot ofnepotism and cro­
nyism," David Thompson, pastor of 
North Pointe Community Church in 
Old Hickory, Tenn., told the Tennes­
seean. "There's been a fair amount 
of that from the beginning." 

Before taking over as NAMB 
president, Hammond served as a 
church planting missionary with 
the Southern Baptist Conservatives 
of Virginia. He also served as se­
nior associate director of the SBCV. 

All three of the associates who 
resigned alongside Hammond had 
close working relationships with 
him before he became NAMB pres­
ident. Reid and Pickett were on 
staff with Hammond at SBCV. Cul­
breth was a pastor in Chesapeake, 
Va., a NAMB trustee and member of 
the search committee that brought 
Hammond to the mission board. 

According to the Tennessean, the 
newly hired administrative associ­
ate mentioned in Pettus' e-mail was 
Bob Atwell, whom Hammond had 
a close relationship with while the 
two were missionaries in Brazil in 
the 1990s. Atwell was hired without 
board approval. 

Thompson, a board member for 
10 years until his term expired in 
June, also told the newspaper ·oflow 
_morale among staffers from "really 
intense micromanagement, instead 

Patterson, pastor of Hillcrest 
Baptist Church in Jacksonville, 
Fla., expressed appreciation to 
the staff and reaffirmed the im­
portance of their contribution to 
NAMB's ministry. 

Patterson told employees by 
the end of the day someone 
would be named to run NAMB's 
day-to-day operations. After that, 
trustee leaders would begin 
the process of finding an inter­
im president and a presidential 
search team would be established 
from among trustee members. 

"The search will be very me­
thodical," Patterson said. (BP) 

of letting people do the jobs they 
were hired to do." 

One staff member who spoke to 
Associated Baptist Press on condi­
tion of anonymity said he did not 
sense low morale in his department 
and most of the people he talked 
to Aug. 12 were surprised and sad­
dened but confident in trustee lead­
ership and optimistic about the fu­
ture ofNAMB. 

Another staffer said he believed 
there was a morale problem, and 
most people he knows would prob­
ably feel relieved that tensions af­
fecting their work were being ad­
dressed. 

Hammond's departure comes at 
a time when NAMB is embarking on 
CPS (God's Plan for Sharing), an am­
bitious partnership with state con­
ventions and local associations to 
see every SBC church planting oth­
er churches by 2020. 

In an interview with the West­
ern Recorder last week, Pettus reaf­
firmed both the CPS initiative and 
the work ofNAMB. 

"As for me and my church, we are 
going to support NAMB," he said. 
"We believe we can partner with oth­
er churches and accomplish more to­
gether than we can alone. We need 
NAMB to lead us ... and to give us op­
portunities to reach people in North 
America with the gospel." 

• Compiled from reports by Associated Baptist 
Press, Baptist Press; Bob Smietana of the 
Nashville Tenneseean and Western Recorder staff 
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Samford University 
cancels luncheon 
featuring Pitino 

Task force chair encouraged after first meeting 
Birmingham, Ala.-Samford Univer­

sity has canceled an upcoming event 
featuring University of Louisville 
men's basketball coach Rick Pitino, 
who is at the center of a scandal in­
volving adultery and abortion. 

Philip Poole, executive director of 
university communication at the Bap­
tist-affiliated school in Birmingham, 
Ala., said the dean of Samford's Cum­
berland School ofLaw spoke to Pitino 
Aug. 12. The two "mutually agreed" it 
would be best for all concerned to can­
cel a leadership luncheon featuring 
the coach that had been scheduled 
for Sept. 10. 

According to media reports, Pitino, 
a practicing Roman Catholic, admit­
ted to police that he had consensual 
sex six years ago with a woman now 
charged with trying to extort him, 
and paid for her to have an abortion. 

Karen Sypher, whom Pitino says 
he met while drinking in a Louisville 
restaurant Aug. 1, 2003, was indicted 
in May on federal charges of extor­
tion and making false statements to 
the FBI. 

Sypher entered a plea of not guilty. 
She claims that Pitino raped her and 
gave her $3,000 to have an abortion. 
Police have said they doubt her cred­
ibility. Prosecutors accuse her of de­
manding cars, a house and $10 mil­
lion from Pitino to keep quiet about 
the tryst. 

Poole said the Pitino luncheon at 
Samford, arranged by some Cumber­
land alumni and co-sponsored by the 
university's business school, had not 
been widely publicized beyond a save­
the-date e-mail sent to invitees. It be­
came news after an e-mail from John 
Carroll, dean of the law school, an­
nouncing it had been canceled was 
leaked to the press. (ABP) 

By Mark Kelly 
Atlanta-The first meeting of the task 

force charged with helping spark a "Great 
Commission resurgence" among Southern 
Baptists held its first meeting Aug. 11-12 in 
Atlanta, and chairman Ronnie Floyd came 
away feeling both encouraged by the spir­
it of the gathering and bur-

will energize Southern Baptists and prior­
itize our work together. We are so highly 
honored by this task that has been entrust­
ed to us." 

Southern Baptist Convention President 
Johnny Hunt, who also participated in the 
press conference, said he felt the diverse 

23-member task force made 
dened by the enormity of the 
challenge before them. 

Floyd opened a noontime 
press conference immediate­
ly following the close of the 
Aug. 12 session by reading a 
prepared statement. 

"I trust that all of 
us understand that 
we have a huge job 
to accomplish and 
a looming deadline 

a good start on the kind of 
open dialogue needed to find 
a path forward for the 16.2-
million-member convention 
of nearly 45,000 congrega­
tions. 

"I am excited about the 
start. I feel like it was a very 
engaging time, a very chal­
lenging time. I feel like the 
longer we were together, 
the more open and honest 
we could be to share how we 
really felt," Hunt said. "Not 
always what we wanted to 
hear, but what kept the con-

"We began with an ex­
tended period of prayer, 
then immediately got busy 
with the job that Southern 
Baptists had assigned to us," 
Floyd said. "We talked to 
each other. We talked seri­
ously. Honest talk. But we 
were able to do that within 
a context of Christian kind-

before us. This much 
is already clear: Our 
great passion is the 
Great Commission." 
- Ronnie Floyd, Great 

Commission Task Force 
chairman 

ness and friendship . I am thankful that 
we are already talking about these issues 
and looking at big questions. This is how I 
hoped we would begin." 

Analyzing the challenges facing South­
ern Baptists and suggesting a course of ac­
tion that will foster greater effectiveness 
and efficiency in taking the gospel to-and 
making disciples of-all nations is a daunt­
ing task, said Floyd, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Springdale, Ark. 

"I trust that all of us understand that we 
have a huge job to accomplish and a loom­
ing deadline before us," he noted, continu­
ing to read from the prepared statement. 
"This much is already clear: Our great pas­
sion is the Great Commission. We yearn 
with all our hearts, every one of us, to see 
Southern Baptists be more faithful in tak­
ing the gospel to all of the nations. It is our 
passion. We will work long, hard and tire­
lessly to develop a report that will unleash 
a passion for the Great Commission, that 

versation flowing and could 
lead to change." 

Regardless of people's feelings about 
the committee's work, Floyd said he 
hoped they would visit the task force's 
www.Pray4GCR.com Web site and join 
more than 2,500 others in praying for what 
everyone can agree is a desperate need: a re­
surgence of passion for the Great Commis­
sion mandate. 

"We want our people involved in the pro­
cess. It doesn't really matter where they are 
in this perspective," Floyd noted. "Every one 
of our churches needs a Great Commission 
resurgence, beginning with my church." 

Only two task force members-Ted Tray­
lor and David Dockery-were unable to at­
tend the first meeting, Floyd said. The sec­
ond meeting, set for Aug. 26-27 in Rogers, 
Ark., will be preceded by an open session 
in which interested Southern Baptists will 
have an opportunity to share their con­
cerns for the convention with task force 
members. 

Floyd also encouraged individuals to 
write committee members-either by letter, 
e-mail or through the Web site-and voice 
their thoughts about how to lead the con­
vention forward in missions commitment. 

While additional meetings beyond the 
Rogers gathering have not yet been sched­
uled, Floyd said the group is studying ways 
technology, like Internet conferencing, 
could facilitate the process for members 
unable to travel to meeting locations. 

He also declined to discuss the topics ad­
dressed in their meeting-which was closed 
to the public-except to say that Thom Rain­
er, president of Life Way Christian Resourc­
es, had been invited to "talk about the actu­
al, real status of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention from a statistical analysis." 

Floyd also would not discuss specific is­
sues the task force may be addressing, such 
as suggestions about merging the conven­
tion's two mission boards or changing the 
formula for distributing missions offerings 
between convention entities. 

"We're not really at this point talking in 
any of our deliberations about those kind 
of sensitive issues," Floyd said. "Our heart is 
to get more dollars and more cents to what 
we're greatly committed to-and that's the 
planting of churches in North America and, 
ultimately, to take the gospel to all the na­
tions. That's our heart and obviously we 
want to do everything we can to get more 
dollars to the unreached people groups of 
this world." 

As for funding of the task force's work, 
Floyd said he had received a letter from 
SBC Executive Committee President Morris 
Chapman requesting a budget that the Ex­
ecutive Committee would consider during 
its September business meeting. 

In the July 23 letter, Chapman explained 
the budgeting process and offered to set 
aside funds for work completed by the task 
force prior to the approval of a budget, 
offering help with the budget and other­
wise. Floyd said he "greatly appreciated" 
Chapman's initiative to contact him. (BP) 

Baptist men go for record-breaking breakfast 
By Tobin Perry 
Crusader Magazine 

are our laymen," said Jim Burton, team leader for mis­
sions education with the North American Mission Board. 
"The Bigger Breakfast is Southern Baptists' opportunity 
to gather our men and discover-or for many churches to 
rediscover-the synergy that can come from their focus 
on missions." 

GuideStone President Hawkins 
reveals he has prostate cancer 

Alpharetta, Ga.-Men's ministry is tough work. Just ask 
Dennis Herrera. After three years of working with men 
as a lay leader at Woodlake Baptist Church in San Anto­
nio, Herrera knows it is often tough to get men together 
for anything-even for breakfast and prayer. 

But last October, men showed up for a prayer break­
fast at the small Southern Baptist church. It was one 
of the biggest breakfast turnouts of the year. Although 
Woodlake hosts a similar men's prayer breakfast every 
month, this one was unique. Not only was 
the meal modeled around a British 
breakfast-complete with Brit­
ish Bangers, a traditional kind 
of sausage-but they joined more 
than 3,000 other Baptist men 
around the world to eat, pray and 
worship together in a first-time event called "The Bigger 
Breakfast." The Baptist Men's Movement in the United 
Kingdom sponsored the event. 

"I think the men seemed to be motivated to be a part 
of the event and add to the totals of the British men at­
tending," Herrera said. 

The Baptist Men's Movement had aimed to break the 
Guinness World Record for the largest breakfast, but fell 
short. This year the Brits will have more help. Southern 
Baptist men in the United States and Canada, along with 
Nigerian Baptist men, will be joining them on Oct. 10 for 
what could become the new world record. 

But Southern Baptists helping organize the conven­
tion's involvement have a greater vision for the event 
than simply breaking a record. 

"The sleeping giants in Southern Baptist churches 

Burton said Southern Baptists will focus on missions 
action-both in their communities and beyond-during 
the breakfast. Held a day before the convention's World 
Hunger Day, Southern Baptist men will highlight the 
World Hunger Fund at the event. They also are being en-

couraged to invite their non-Chris­
tian friends to the breakfast. 

British Baptists started The Big­
ger Breakfast last year in an at­
tempt to re-ignite spiritual passion 
among the country's Baptist men. 
Phil Creighton, vice-president of the 

Baptist Men's Movement in the U.K., pointed to statistics 
that came out a few years ago suggesting there would be 
virtually no men in U.K. churches by 2028. 

"That's a scary prospect," said Creighton, who first 
came up with The Bigger Breakfast idea last year. "Obvi­
ously, we need to do something about that. We need to 
show men that being a follower of Jesus Christ doesn't 
mean you're weak, but you can be an ordinary bloke and 
still follow Christ." 

Southern Baptists looking for help to plan the event 
can find information and suggestions at www.BMen. 
net/Breakfast. Churches also are encouraged to register 
on the Web site and report their highlights and atten­
dance after the event. These totals will be added with the 
British and Nigerian Baptists' numbers to determine if 
the existing world record has been surpassed. (BP) 

Dallas-0.S. Hawkins, president of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention's GuideStone Financial Resources, has 

O.S. Hawkins 

announced he has been diagnosed with 
prostate cancer and will undergo surgery 
in September. 

Hawkins, 62, said in an Aug. 11 state­
ment distributed to fellow leaders of SBC 
entities, "For the past many months my 
doctors have been monitoring my PSA 
counts. This past Wednesday I had a biop­
sy and subsequently found out over the 
weekend that I have been diagnosed with 
prostate cancer." (A PSA test, one indica­
tor of the possibility of prostate cancer, 
measures the level of a protein, prostate­

specific antigen, in the blood.) 
"We will be using these days to dig deep into the Word 

and learn to trust in Him even more," Hawkins contin­
ued. "Based on a recent meeting with our surgeon, we will 
schedule the surgery sometime after Sept. 7. The progno­
sis is good and hopefully we have found it early enough. 
We have reason to be encouraged at this point at this 
time." 

Hawkins became president ofGuideStone Financial Re­
sources in 1997. GuideStone is the SBC entity that provides 
retirement, insurance and investment management prod­
ucts and services to churches, ministries, hospitals, educa­
tional and other institutions. 

Hawkins previously was pastor of First Baptist Church 
of Dallas for four years and First Baptist Church of Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., for 15 years. (BP) 
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What is it about hell that has pastors tight-lipped on the topic? 
By Greg Garrison 
Birmingham (Ala.) News 

Birmingham, Ala.-Just when it seemed to -
have cooled off, the topic of hell is back on 
the front burner-at least for pastors learn­
ing to preach about a topic most Ameri­
cans would rather not talk about. 

Bad for business? 
The soft sell on hell reflects an increas­

ingly market-conscious approach, Selles 
noted. 

is a real place of burning fire or a state of 
mind reflecting a dark, cold emptiness and 
distance from God. 

Only 59 percent of Americans believe 
in hell, compared with 74 percent who be­
lieve in heaven, according to recent sur­
veys from the Pew Forum on Religion and 
Public Life. 

"When you're trying to market Jesus, 
sometimes there's a tendency to mute tra­
ditional Christian symbols," he said. "Dif­
ficult doctrines are left by the wayside. 
Hell is a morally repugnant doctrine. Peo­
ple wonder why God would send people to 
eternal punishment." 

Evangelical Christians traditionally 
have offered a sterner view of salvation 
and damnation. A Southern Baptist Home 
(now North American) Mission Board 
study in 1993 estimated that 70 percent of 
all Americans are going to hell, based on 
projected numbers of those who have not 
had a born-again conversion experience. 

Hell's history "I think it's such a difficult and impor­
tant biblical topic," said Kurt Selles, direc­
tor of the Global Center at Samford Univer­
sity's Beeson Divinity School in Birming­
ham, Ala. "There's a big change that's tak­
en place as far as evangelicals not wanting 
to be as exclusive." 

Speakers said the seriousness of Jesus 
dying for man's sins relates to the grav­
ity of salvation vs. damnation, accord­
ing to Johns. "If you don't mention God's 
judgment, you are missing a big part of 

Human ideas about hell were still in 
ferment as the Bible was being written. 
The theological concept of hell has a rich 
cultural heritage, according to historian 

At the recent annual Beeson Pastors 
School. Selles led two workshops to dis­
cuss "Whatever happened to hell?" He 
asked how many of the pastors had ever 
preached a sermon on hell. Nobody had, 
he said. 

the Christian gospel," Selles 
said. "Without wrath, there's 
no grace." 

"I think it's something people want to 
avoid," Selles speculated. "I understand 
why. It's a difficult topic." 

Pope John Paul II stirred 
up a debate in 1999 by de­
scribing hell as "the state 
of those who freely and def­
initely separate themselves 
from God, the source of all 
life and joy." 

Fred Johns, pastor of Brookview Wes­
leyan Church in Irondale, Ala., said after 
a workshop discussion of hell that pastors 
do shy away from the topic of everlasting 
damnation. 

"It's out of fear we'll not appear rel­
evant," he said. "It's pressure from the 
culture to not speak anything negative. 
I think we've begun to deny hell. There's 
an assumption that everybody's going to 
make it to heaven somehow." 

Although the pope was re­
flecting official Roman Cath­
olic teaching, some U.S. evan­
gelicals expressed misgivings 
about the implication that 
hell is an abstract separation 
from God rather than a liter­
al lake of fire as described in 
the Book of Revelation. 

The pope's comments on 
hell stirred up the ancient 
debate about whether hell 

Research indicates that gay conversion 
ministry has significant success rate 
By Michael Foust 

Wheaton, 111.-In findings that seem to contra­
dict mainstream academic thought, 53 percent 
of subjects in a new seven-year study reported 
successfully leaving homosexuality and living 
happily as heterosexual or celibate individuals. 

The study by psychologists Stanton Jones of 
Wheaton College in Illinois and Mark Yarhouse 
of Regent University in Virginia is a follow-up 
to one released two years ago in book form, "Ex­
Gays?" That study was called groundbreaking, 
and the latest set of data is no less significant, 
the researchers say. 

The men followed 61 subjects over a span of 
six to seven years, recording their failures and 
successes in their attempts to leave homosexu­
ality. Experts in the field call it the first attempt 
to follow subjects who are undergoing Christian 
counseling over a series of years. 

Among their findings: 
■ Twenty-three percent reported a successful 

conversion to heterosexual attractions. 
■ Three in ten reported living a celibate life 

and were content with their reduction in homo­
sexual attractions. Altogether, those latter two 
categories were combined for a 53 percent suc­
cess rate, the researchers reported. 

• More than 15 percent of subjects had mod­
est decreases in homosexual attractions and 
were not satisfied with their degree of change 
but were committed to continuing the process. 

• Seven percent had seen no decrease in ho­
mosexual attractions but had not given up try­
ing to change_ 

up by Exodus International, a Christian minis­
try that seeks to help those who want to leave 
homosexuality. 

The latest findings were released four days 
after an American Psychological Association 
task force released a 130-page report that said 
"gay-to-straight" therapies are unlikely to work. 
That report got mixed reviews from conserva­
tives, although APA's position on the issue is 
well-known: It believes homosexual attractions 
are "normal and positive variants" of human 
sexuality. 

"The APA has previously asserted, with ab­
solute clarity, that sexual orientation change 
is not possible-that it simply doesn't occur," 
Jones told Baptist Press. "The best way to test 
that is to study people as they're attempting 
change and follow them over a long period of 
time. Our study found that a significant por­
tion of that population reported very signifi­
cant change." 

He added, "My sense is that our study is a 
good sample, and so I think that people can pur­
sue the Exodus process with a cautious sense of 
optimism about the possibility of change-but 
we can't make absolute predictions." 

Comparing the latest data to the initial set 
of data released two years ago, there was a sig­
nificant increase in both the "success" and 
"failure" percentages and a decrease in the per­
centage of those who, at the time, had seen no 
significant change. 

Alan Bernstein, author of 
"The Formation of Hell." 

The ancient Hebrews fo­
cused on the afterlife follow­
ing their Babylonian captiv­
ity, when they experienced 
the torment of ungodly en­
emies who seemed to have 
an unjustifiably good life on 
Earth. During the Baby­
lonian exile, Jews were ex­
posed to Zoroastrianism, 
which asserts there is an 
eternal struggle between 
good and evil, with good tri­
umphing in the end. 

The Hebrew concept of 
"Sheol"- the realm of the 
dead-also may have been 
influenced by the Greek my­
thology of Tartarus, a place 
of everlasting punishment 

for the Titans, a race of gods defeated by 
Zeus, Bernstein writes. 

From about 300 B.C. to 300 A.O., those 
influences combined with Hebrew specu­
lation about an eventual comeuppance to 
the worldly wicked. 

In translatiqg the Bible from Hebrew to 
Greek, the Greeks used the terms Tartarus, 
Hades and Gehenna. In Greek thought, Ha­
des is not a place of punishment; it is 
where the dead are separated from the 
living. 

The term Gehenna (which is rendered­
ed as "hell" in many English translations) 
referred to a ravine outside Jerusalem that 
was used as a garbage dump. It once had 
been a place of child sacrifice and became 
a symbol of pain and suffering, Selles said. 
As a garbage dump, it probably was often 
a place of fire as trash was burned, empha­
sizing the symbolism of the flames of eter­
nal damnation, he pointed out. 

Jesus never soft-pedaled the concept of 
hell, Selles stressed. "It's not metaphorical 
in Jesus' mind; it's a real place." 

The Bible contains a litany of colorful 
images of hell as both fire and darkness, 
as in the Gospel of Matthew, which refers 
to "the eternal fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels" and "the outer darkness" 
where "men will weep and gnash their 
teeth." 

Either way, Selles said, pretending that 
hell does not exist, or trying to preach 
around it, short-circuits the Bible. 

"This is a doctrine, a teaching. that's be­
ing neglected in churches," Selles empha­
sized. "It needs to be preached. It's part of 
the gospel." (RNS) 

• A quarter of the subjects were considered 
"failures," either because they gave up on the 
process and once again identified as a homosex­
ual (20 percent). or because they had not yet em­
braced a homosexual identity but nevertheless 
had given up (5 percent). 

All subjects were going through programs set 

The percentage of those who considered 
themselves successful in changing increased 
from 38 percent to 53 percent, while the per­
centage of those who the researchers consid­
ered failures also went up---12 percent to 25 
percent. At the same time, the percentage of 
those who had seen only modest change or no 
change, but had not given up on the effort de­
creased from 44 percent to 23 percent. (BP) 
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SBC's ethics group calls health care proposal 'dangerous' 
By Tom Strode 

Washington-The health care reform bill 
making its way through the U.S. House of 
Representatives "is extremely dangerous 
legislation to the health and wellbeing of 
most Americans" for a variety of reasons, 
the Southern Baptist Convention's ethics 
entity says. 

The proposal- America's Affordable 
Health Choices Act- would endanger the 
lives of the unborn and elderly, increase 
taxes and health care costs, and extend 
government's reach into Americans' pri­
vate lives, according to an analysis by the 
Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission. 

While acknowledging the measure's 
1,018 pages and voluminous citations 
make "it nearly impossible to figure 
out what everything in the bill actual­
ly means," the ERLC said it can report 
"with absolute certainty" the proposal 
"will lead to diminished health care for 
most Americans, less choice, higher tax­
es and unprecedented government intru­
sion into every level and aspect of society, 
from business, to education, to marriage, 
to individual liberty." 

The commission posted the nine-page 
analysis on its Web site, www.ERLC.com, 
just as the House began a five-week recess. 
Three different House committees have ap­
proved the bill . Some House members re­
turned to their districts to face combative 
crowds expressing their opposition to the 

legislation at town-hall meetings. 
Health care reform in the Senate is fo­

cused on the Finance Committee, where 
its chairman, Sen. Max Baucus, D.-Mont., 
is leading an effort to craft a bipartisan 
agreement. The Senate went into recess 
Aug. 7. 

President Obama, meanwhile, contin­
ues to urge Congress to act on the issue, 
one of his primary legislative initiatives. 

Primary issues 
In its analysis, the ERLC cites the follow­

ing among the problems it sees with the 
legislation: 

■ The bill is certain to result in mandat­
ed, federal funding of abortion. 

■ A program in the measure that likely 
would provide education about decisions 
near the end of life "could essentially en­
courage the premature death of the elder­
ly" and could produce a "slippery slope 
that potentially leads to euthanasia." 

■ Rationing of health care would result 
if the bill is enacted in its present form, 
and, even if the public option does not 
survive, rationing would be likely because 
of the requirements imposed on private 
insurance companies. 

■ Government officials, rather than pri­
vate citizens, would determine the type of 
health care received by Americans under 
the public insurance option established 
by the secretary of Health and Human Ser-

vices. 
■ Individuals and employers would be 

taxed if their private insurance plans are 
not acceptable to the federal government. 

■ Hospitals will be penalized if patients 
have to be re-admitted, possibly prompt­
ing health care institutions to keep peo­
ple longer than necessary or to refuse to 
admit them. 

■ Americans would pay higher taxes to 
fill a public health fund. 

■ Private insurers may not be able to 
write new policies for potential custom­
ers. 

■ The government would be permitted 
to access citizens' financial records, as well 
as their bank accounts for the transfer of 
electronic funds. 

■ "Home visitation programs" would 
be established by which the government 
could make "voluntary" visits to families 
with small children or families expect­
ing babies for the purpose of improving 
the "wellbeing, health and development 
of children." 

■ An advisory committee led by the U.S. 
surgeon general will recommend benefits 
to be received by citizens. 

■ A Center for Comparative Effective­
ness Research will be established, which 
could result in therapies and drugs being 
evaluated on a cost basis instead of a clini-

. cal basis, critics have claimed. 
The analysis explains how an amend-

ment approved in the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee last month does 
not maintain the current policy prevent­
ing federal funds for most abortions but 
rather explicitly includes abortion cover­
age under the legislation. 

"Though the amendment does not 
add abortion as an essential benefit, it 
does allow insurers to include abortion 
as a benefit and also allows federal mon­
ey to be used for abortions," except for De­
partment of Health and Human Services 
funds, which are barred from underwrit­
ing abortions, the ERLC analysis notes. 

"At this time, abortion is not explicit­
ly defined as an essential benefit in the 
bill," according to the analysis. "Howev­
er, the terminology in (Section 122 of the 
bill) is vague enough to allow for abortion. 
It could easily fall under the 'Preventive 
Services' requirement. An advisory panel 
appointed by a pro-abortion president is 
certainly going to come to the conclusion 
that abortion should be included in the es­
sential benefits package. And if they did 
not, the courts are certain to interpret this 
new law in conjunction with Roe v. Wade 
and mandate abortion funding from the 
bench." 

Congress passed the Hyde Amendment 
in 1976 to prohibit Medicaid funds from 
paying for abortions. The Supreme Court 
legalized abortion in its 1973 Roe v. Wade 
opinion. (BP) 

Four killed in crash 
involving tour bus 
carrying MercyMe 

USC/RF adds India to 'watch list' 
Senate confirms Collins as head of NIH-The Senate has con­
firmed Francis Collins, a geneticist known for his role in de­
coding the human genome and dedication to bridging the 
gap between religion and science, as director of the Nation­
al Institutes of Health. Department of Health and Human 
Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius announced Aug. 7 that 
Collins was unanimously confirmed by the Senate. "Dr. Col­
lins will be an outstanding leader," Sebelius said in a state­
ment. "Today is an exciting day for NIH and for science in 
this country." Collins, an evangelical Christian, authored 
the best-selling book "The Language of God: A Scientist 
Presents Evidence for Belief," and established the BioLogos 
Foundation to promote harmony between Christian faith 
and scientific discovery. 

Virginia jail to stop censoring religious mail - A Virginia jail 
will stop censoring religious mail after protests from civil 
rights organizations that clerks had turned Bible-quoting 
missives from an inmate's mother into tattered strips of pa­
per signed "Love, Mom." Rappahannock Regional Jail au­
thorities agreed to change the policy after receiving a letter 
signed by the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty, the Ruth­
erford Institute, Prison Fellowship, the Virginia Interfaith 
Center for Public Policy, the Friends Committee on Nation­
al Legislation and the American Civil Liberties Union. Pris­
ons may block writings that_ pose security threats, includ­
ing hate speech and X-rated images, but must allow access 
to otherwise religious materials, according to several court 
rulings and federal law.Jail officials said the censorship was 
not motivated by content, but rather due to a policy that 
prohibits inmates from receiving swaths of computer print­
outs, which had been used to clog toilets and otherwise ha­
rass the guards. 

Louisiana couples shun covenant marriages-Only about 
1 percent of Louisiana couples married between 1997-2007 
chose covenant marriages that require premarital counsel­
ing and make divorces harder to obtain, according to state 
data. The Department of Health and Hospitals said that in 
the 11-year period, 390,893 marriage licenses were issued 
but only 4,112- 1.05 percent- were for covenant marriages. 
Louisiana was the first state to enact a covenant marriage 
law in 1997 and was followed by Arizona and Arkansas. The 
state's covenant marriage law requires couples to receive 
premarital instructions and undergo counseling before 
they can seek a divorce. A couple in most cases must wait 
two years for the divorce to be final after they have been liv­
ing apart, longer than the six months required for a tradi­
tional divorce. 

Fort Wayne, lnd.-Three teenagers 
and an unborn baby were killed 
Aug. 8 when a car collided with a 
tour bus carrying the band Mer­
cyMe at an intersection in Fort 
Wayne, Ind. 

MercyMe had wrapped up a con­
cert in Fort Wayne, and around 1 :15 
a.m. their bus was traveling through 
a green light when a car in an on­
coming lane attempted a left turn in 
front of the bus. 

The driver, 18-year-old Kara Klin­
ker, was nine months pregnant, and 
her child was pronounced stillborn 
at a local hospital. Kilnker died four 
days later from her injuries. 

Two of the car's passengers, Dario 
Boutte, 19, and Barbara Schmuck­
er, 17, died of blunt-force trauma, 
according to a report by the Fort 
Wayne News-Sentinel. 

"MercyMe would like to express 
their incredible heartache over this 
horrible accident," Velvet Rousseau 
Kelm, the band's publicist, said in 
a statement. "They are praying for 
the families of all who this will 
affect, and are asking others to pray 
as well. 

"The band and crew sustained 
minor bumps and bruises, however 
their hearts are heavy," Kelm said. 
"They appreciate the concern they 
have received from people all over 
the world." 

MercyMe was scheduled to per­
form Aug. 8 at a Six Flags theme 
park in St. Louis, but the show was 
rescheduled for Sept. 5. That day, 
the group posted a short message on 
their blog: "Please join us in praying 
for the families of the car that hit 
our bus last night. Our hearts break 
for their families." 

The group's tour resumed Aug. 10 
at the Wisconsin State Fair. (BP) 

Washington-The U.S. Commis­
sion on International Religious 
Freedom has put India on its 
'watch list,' citing the country's 
"inadequate" response to recent 
waves of violence toward religious 
minorities. 

While there has been a "dis­
turbing increase in communal 
violence" in India, "the govern­
ment's response ... has been found 
to be largely inadequate and the 
national government has failed 
to take effective measures to en­
sure the rights of religious minor­
ities in several states," the com­
mission said. 

USCIRF has been particularly 
concerned about India's religious 
tolerance since 2002, when orga­
nizations related to the Hindu Na­
tionalist party Bharatiya Janata 

were on the rise. At that time, In­
dia was designated as a "country 
of particular concern,"-the com­
mission's most condemning cate­
gory- but has since been removed 
from that list. 

With attacks against Chris­
tians in December of 2007 and 
into 2008, USCIRF's attention has 
been called back to India. They re­
ported inadequate police and ju­
diciary response to the violence 
and the subsequent displacement 
of 60,000 or more Christians in 
August and September of 2008. 

Although USCIRF's annual 
report is generally released in 
May, the chapter on India was 
postponed. The release announc­
ing the country's placement on 
USCIRF's watch list was published 
Aug. 13. (RNS) 
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SMILE 
An offertory prayer 
God can do powerful things 
through the money we give 

One of my devotional practic­
es is to listen to God through the 
two channels through which He 

hands it has passed, Lord, nor what 
it has done in the course ofits long, 
silent journey. 

"It has provided food and shelter 
for a family and paid for the saving 
visit of a doctor; it has bought the 

speaks- the gospel and life 
-and to formulate prayers 
which unite those two 
channels. 

Ky. Baptist 
Foundation 

book which taught a child; 
it has also broken the mor­
als of the adolescent and 
made the adult a thief; it 
has bought the liquor that 
made the alcoholic, pro­
duced the movie unfit for 
our children and recorded 
the indecent song; and it 
has paid for the weapons of 
crime and for the wood of 
the coffin. 

Here is an offertory 
prayer I once prayed at my 
church. It was based upon 
Michel Quoist's "Prayer Be­
fore a Twenty-Dollar Bill" 
in his 1963 book, "Prayers." 
May the reading of this 
prayer and Jesus' teaching 
in Luke 12:33-34 result in Barry Allen "But today, 0 Lord, we 
a better understanding of 
God's ability to take the money we 
give through our churches and our 
Kentucky Baptist-related causes 
and change it into His eternal life. 
And, may our treasure be in prop­
er perspective, because Jesus said 
wherever our treasure is, there our 
heart will be also. 

"Lord, only you know the se­
crets and the history of the mon­
ey we give today. Because it can­
not speak it will never tell all that 
is hidden in its creases. 

"Money is frightening because 
it can serve or destroy. There are 
those who have killed to pos­
sess it for a few hours just to have 
through it a little pleasure. We 
do not lmow through how many 

offer you this money with 
all its joyful and sorrowful myster­
ies. We thank you for all the life and 
joy it has given and ask your forgive­
ness for the harm it has done. 

"Above all, we offer it to you as 
a symbol of all our labors, a symbol 
of indestructible money, which to­
morrow will be changed into your 
eternal life. Amen." 

Barry Allen is president of the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 
PO Box 436389, Louisville, 
KY 40253; toll-free (866) 489-3533; 
www.kybaptistfoundation.org 
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Minutes away from the excitement of Pigeon 
Forge but mountains away from all noise and 
crowds, The Village is an ideal spot for spiritual 
renewal. Comfortable modern chalets & lodges 
can accommodate from 2 to 92 people per unit. 
Fellowship as you prepare your groups meals in 
the fully equipped kitchens or gather in our flex­
ible meeting spaces. 

• Church Retreats • Marriage Encounters 
• Youth Camps • Men's and Women's Retreats 
• Family Getaways • College Ministry Events 
• Senior Outings • Staff Development & Training 
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Bible Crosswords 
Across 
1 Iowa city 
5 Apple variety 
9 Thirty Years' _ 
12 "I will bring again the captivity 

of_" (Jeremiah 49:39) 
13 Levitical city of refuge 

(1 Chronicles 6:73) 
14 Samuel's mentor 
15 Continent (abbr.) 
16 Wired, with "on" 
18 "They shall __ the whirlwind: 

it hath no stalk" (Hosea 8:7) 
19 "My Father giveth you the __ 

bread from heaven" 
(John 6:32) 

20 Where the prodigal son dined 
out 

22 Live; realize one's potential 
23 "The __ of wisdom is above 

rubies" (Job 28:18) 
25 "If the good man ... had known 

what hour the __ would 
come" (Luke 12:39) 

27 Deceased 
28 Facade 
29 Kind of number 
32 Ember residue 
33 Trunk "tenant" 
34 KJV deer 
35 Born (Fr.) 
36 Pitchfork hazard 
37 Winter plague 
38 Adhere 
40 Fish or fight 
41 Hush! 
43 Linking verb 
44 "I was an hungred and ye gave 

me no_" (Matthew 25:42) 
45 __ and Gown 
47 Unplanned information channel 

(colloq.) 
48 Son of Judah (Genesis 38) 
50 Used to row the boat 
51 Opera solo 
53 "At __ " (heard at certain 

camps) 
55 Meddle 
56 Be introduced 
57 "I am instructed .. . both to 

abound and to suffer 
(Philippians 4:12) 

Down 
1 Number of lepers in Samaria 

who were healed ,by Jesus 
(Luke J 7) 

2 In the manner of 

~ JUST SO WE COULD EAT 
a A BIG MEAL AND PLAY i OUTSIDE. 

I 

3 One of the Kettles 
4 "And they shall __ him in 

an hundred shekels of silver" 
(Deuteronomy 22:19) 

5 "The chariots shall __ in the 
streets" (Nahum 2:4) 

6 Number of lepers in Samaria 
who praised God (Luke 17) 

7 Bar Harbor state (abbr.) 
8 Auntie __ (L. F. Baum 

character) 
9 Tiny and young 
10 Southern state (abbr.) 
11 Ready 
17 "Let us not be weary ... for in 

__ season we shall reap" 
(Galatians 6:9) 

18 Deli staple 
19 "Bring ye all the __ into the 

storehouse" (Malachi 3:10) 
20 Lion's portion 
21 Horologist's concern, in a way 
23 __ of action 
24 Level , as a building (Brit.) 
25 "First, I __ my God through 

Jesus Christ for you all" 
(Romans 1 :8) 

26 Didn't remember 
28 __ Islands 
30 Dreary 
3~ ''. Let us not love in word ... but 

in __ " (1 John 3:1 8) 

By Evelyn Boyington 

33 Agitate 
37 Become aware of 
39 Ecru 
40 The Great 
41 Organ option 
42 "As small as the_ frost on 

the ground" (Exodus 16:14) 
44 "I have_ to eat that ye 

know not of" (John 4:32) 
46 Droll 
47_1ow 
48 Compass dir. 
49 Buttons 
51 Exist 
52 In 
54 One (Scot.) 

Last week's solution 

© 1999 Barbour Publishing 
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Slain missionary's widow retires 
with forgiveness in her heart 

Eunice Kennedy Shriver remembered 
far her defense of 'mast vulnerable' 

By Caroline Anderson 
International Mission Board 

Richmond, Va.- Instead of celebrating 
with flowers, chocolates and a roman­
tic dinner, emeritus missionary Lyn Hyde 
spent her 43rd wedding anniversary alone. 
On June 12, 1966, she had vowed to love, 
honor and cherish her husband, Bill, un­
til death parted them. In 2003, a terror­
ist's bomb at a Philippines airport did just 
that. 

AI; she sat on an airplane following her 
husband's body back to the United States, 
Lyn decided she would never return to the 
Philippines. 

But God had a different plan. 
God began impressing on Lyn's heart 

the story of Joseph and how many trials he 
had to overcome. 

"Even though he was sold into slavery 
by his brothers, he was wrongly accused 
by Potiphar's wife, he was thrown into 
prison, ... he never gave up," Lyn said. "Even 
though he maybe did not understand why 
all this was happening, he still trusted and 
believed in his God. And so the Lord was 
teaching me. I may not understand why 
God allowed my husband to be killed by a 
bomb, but God understood and I could still 
trust Him. And even though going back to 
the Philippines would not be easy, I could 
still trust that there was a purpose (in) go­
ing back and not to give up." 

Back to the Philippines 
When Lyn returned to the mission field 

the following year, her new assignment 
was helping train Filipinos to work in 
closed-access countries. 

It was during this time she found com­
fort in God's faithfulness to Joseph. 

"God really used those passages in Gen­
esis for taking me back to the Philippines 

'I'll never do that again' 

and keeping me there on some of the days 
when I said, 'I can't do it, God. I just can't 
be here,"' she. recalled. '"I can't do what 
you are asldng me to do."' 

Ironically, it was among the Filipinos 
that Lyn found closure. 

One Sunday evening, she attended 
the worship service of a partnering Bap­
tist church. The guest speaker, before giv­
ing his life over to the Lord, had made it 
his mission to ldll Christians. He was fol­
lowing a legacy passed down from fami­
ly members who were imams, or Muslim 
leaders. 

His message at church that night was 
about his conversion from Islam to Chris­
tianity. 

Although the speaker had never met 
Lyn, "He just shot off that platform and 
came directly to me and grabbed my 
hands, and he said to me, 'Please forgive 
my people for what they did to you and to 
your family,"' she recalled. '"I have killed 
Christians because I thought that was 
what I was supposed to do. And many of 
those people, I have not ever been able to 
go back (to their families) and ask for for­
giveness."' 

Lyn told the man she forgave him. 
That was "one of those moments I knew 

that's why God called me back there-not 
only to give me some comfort, but to re­
lease this man from the things he had 
done before he knew Jesus Christ," she 
said. 

After 31 years of missionary service, Lyn 
Hyde retired this summer. 

She and Bill had dreamed of living 
in the mountains someday but put that 
dream on hold when they moved to the 
Philippines. Now, however, Lyn has made 
a home for herself in Colorado Springs, 
Colo. (BP) 

By Michael Foust 
Hyannis, Mass.-Eunice Kennedy Shriv­

er was a lifelong Democrat and mem­
ber of a political family that largely em­
braced abortion rights. But on that con­
troversial issue, she was pro-life. 

Shriver died Aug. 11 at the age of 88. 
She is perhaps best remembered as the 
founder of the Special Olympics. But 
while she was a lifelorig advocate of the 
intellectually disabled, she also was an 
abortion opponent-and she saw her two 
positions as being closely aligned. 

More than four decades ago-before 
the Supreme Court issued its 1973 Roe 
v. Wade decision legalizing abortion­
Shriver feared that if abortion was le­
galized and prenatal testing was used, 
then disabled unborn babies would be 
the target. Sadly, an estimated 90 per­
cent of Down syndrome babies are abort­
ed each year. 

She was not quiet about her pro-life 
views and consistently promoted adop­
tion. In the summer of 1992, Shriver 
and her husband, Sargent, joined oth­
er pro-life leaders in signing a full-page 
New York Times ad that argued America 
should not "abandon the principle ofre­
spect for human life." "We can choose to 
extend once again the mantle of protec­
tion to all members of the human fam­
ily, including the unborn," the ad stat­
ed. It ran during the Democratic Nation­
al Convention, which was held in New 
York. 

She also is credited with helping get 
U.S. Catholic bishops fully on board the 
pro-life movement in the 1960s. 

"No one more than Eunice Kenne­
dy Shriver understood better the power 
held by the most vulnerable in our soci-

ety," Marjorie Dannenfelser, president of 
the Susan B. Anthony List, an organiza­
tion for pro-life female politicians, said 
in a statement. Shriver once served on 
the group's advisory committee. "She 
fought for those hidden in tl1e shadows 
of life, while acknowledging that they 
teach us far more than we could ever of­
fer them. She was consistent in her cham­
pioning of every vulnerable human life." 

Shriver, the sister of former President 
John F. Kennedy and current Sen. Edward 
Kennedy, was "deeply influenced" by the 
fact that one of her sisters, Rosemary, 
was mentally disabled, according to the 
1998 book "Wrath of Angels" by James 
Risen and Judy Thomas, which profiled 
the cultural battle over abortion. 

"By the mid-1960s," the book states, 
"Shriver began to fear that the new abor­
tion reform campaign represented a 
threat to ilie mentally retarded." It adds 
that Shriver saw individuals' desires 
to "avoid having children with serious 
birth defects," as "callous and cold (and) 
the mark of a society iliat believed in dis­
posable human beings." 

Shriver's husband was one ofilie last 
pro-life Democrats on a major presiden­
tial ticket, serving as vice presidential 
candidate in 1972 alongside Democrat­
ic nominee George McGovern, who was 
pro-choice. 

Interestingly, Edward Kennedy- now 
a staunch supporter of abortion rights­
was quoted in a 1971 Massachusetts 
Catholic Conference package of mate­
rials as being pro-life. Kennedy said he 
would never "support the hard society 
wherein a child in the womb could be 
victimized legally," according to Risen 
and Thomas. (BP) 

Planning for tomorrow today 
Despite former president's promise, 
OBI once again requests used clothing 

needs. Our students, faculty and staff are allowed 
access to the used doilies free of charge. Some of 
our students simply need extra clothes from time 
to time, especially coats in the winter. Our stu­
dents also are allowed to have the cloiliing they 
need free of charge. Most of our friends know iliat 
our faculty and staff serve for very modest sala­
ries, so iliey are allowed to get ilie clothes they 
need for their families. 

Guest columnist Gary Miller 
shares an 'Outdoor Truth' 

you are fishing wiili ilie expecta­
tion of the possibility of an eve­
ning thunderstorm, you will be 
both prepared for it and not taken 
aback when it comes. 

Many Kentucky Baptists either personally 
knew or knew of former Oneida president 
Barkley Moore. He was bigger ilian life to many 
friends of this ministry, including myself. I have 
never been bashful about telling people that he 
was my mentor, and iliat I learned more about 

Additionally, we try to provide used what being like Jesus meant from him 
ilian from any oilier person. You don't 
have to spend much time wiili anyone 
who lmew him before the "Barkley sto­

This is Oneida clothing at a very modest price to this 
area and ilie surrounding communities. 
Oneida has a long history of trying to pro­
vide a used-dothing ministry to those in 
our area who have a need. When I was a 
student here back in the '60s, I remember 
seeing visitors on our campus nearly ev­
ery day going to our used clothing store, 
ilien called the "Jot-em Down Store." 

ries" begin to fill the air. 
I remember back in the early '90s 

when large quantities of used clothing 
began to arrive on our campus. When 
I say "large quantities," I really mean 
large quantities. We didn't have much 
storage in those days and we didn't have 
a place to store all the clothes. Though I W.F. Underwood 

I am not sure why we have been run­
ning low on our supply of used clothing. 
We may have more community people 

needing used clothing because of the economy. 
Additionally, it's possible that we are receiving 
less clothing. This may be because much of the 
used clothing that normally comes to us is possi­
bly being sold in yard sales. 

often laugh about it now, it was not fun­
ny then. We had clothing everywhere. We began 
to wonder if it would ever stop coming. 

A5 the mountain of clothing grew, Moore told 
me, "I will never write an article in the Western 
Recorder again about needing used cloiliing." He 
had written an article indicating our need for 
used clothes just a few weeks earlier. 

From time to time our surplus of used cloth­
ing has gotten a little low, and I have been tempt­
ed to write an article letting our friends lmow 
that we could use more. But those words, "I will 
never write an article again about needing used 
clothing," have always haunted me. Well, in spite 
of my fears, I am writing about our need for used 
cloiliing. 

Normally ilie spring, summer and fall deliver­
ies of used clothing pretty much take care of our 

So to all of our friends out there who frequent­
ly ask what you can do for Oneida, please bring us 
the clothes. In recent years, many of our friends 
also have brought used but usable household 
items and good used furniture. If you bring it, we 
will use it. Needless to say, we don't need clothing 
that is of very poor quality. It would not be good 
stewardship to waste gas and time to bring cloth­
ing or oilier items that no one can use. 
Wf Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida 
school. org; e-mail: president@oneidaschoo/.org 

I am still out of the country on a mis­
sion trip, but I know you will enjoy guest 
columnist Gary Miller, a 1987 alumnus 
and founder of Outdoor Truths Minis­
tries which seeks to point outdoor en­

Many times in our spiritual lives 
we are tlrrown into a storm. The 
Bible is clear that these will come 

thusiasts to Christ. Check it out 
at www.OutdoorTruths.org. 
-Donnie Fox 

Fishing is a great sport 
that millions of men and 
women enjoy each year. 
What I forget many times 
about fishing, though, is 
how my success today is 
based on what has hap­
pened yesterday or even 
the past several days. It 
may be beautiful and sun­
ny today, but if the last sev­

Clear Creek 
Chronicle 

to all of our lives from time 
to time. Thus, we need to 
expect iliem and be pre­
pared for them as well. We 
do this by knowing what 
ilie Bible says about these 
storms and by reading 
how God delivered His peo­
ple in and through them. 
When we see how God re­
sponded then, we know 
how He will respond in our 
situation as well. And as a Donnie Fox 

eral days were full of rain, it may 
be impossible to fish . This doesn't 
affect the larger bodies of water 
as much, but it still makes a dif­
ference. The rivers and streams al­
ways will show the effect from the 
weather of a few days earlier. 

This fishing truth reminds me 
of how important it is for me to 
do the right things today so I can 
be ready for what might happen in 
the future. 

So many people live their lives 
only reacting to ilie situations iliey 
find themselves in. The best way to 
ensure the right response is prepar­
ing for the action ahead of time. If 

result, we will not be blind­
sided by whatever comes our way. 

The biblical principle here is 
"you reap what you sow." If you 
sow into your life the truths about 
God now, you will reap the bene­
fits of right reactions when you 're 
caught in the storm later. Don't 
wait until you're in the storm to 
look for needed help-everything 
you need to prepare for it is avail­
able now. 

Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek 
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek 
Road, Pineville, KY 40977; toll-free: 
(866) 340-3196; Web site: WWW. 

ccbbc.edu; e-mail: dfox@ccbbc.edu 



WORLD 
Southern Baptists work through BGR 
to break down barriers in Middle East 

Middle East-Baptists in a Middle Eastern country" 
are partnering with Southern Baptists to give their 
neighbors, as the old saying goes, "A hand up, not just 
a handout." 

The long-term strategy included educational cen­
ters where literacy courses, English classes and com­
puter training are offered. Individuals also were taught 
how to develop their own businesses. In the component 
of the program that ran the first four months of this 
year, an estimated 800 people were helped at a cost of 
$31.25 each from resources provided by Southern Bap­
tists who gave to their World Hunger Fund. 

In 2007, believers in the country brought their 
neighbors' plight to the attention of Southern Baptist 
humanitarian workers in the region. Together they de­
veloped a strategy that would meet short-term needs 
while helping parents develop skills to better provide 
for their families over the long term. 

Residents of the area struggle to survive, earning 
only about 40 percent of their country's normal stan­
dard of living. On a day-to-day basis, they cannot af. 
ford necessities like food, medicine and heat for their 
homes, and their long-term prospects are clouded by 
the scarcity of jobs and their lack of training. Because 
the country predominantly follows another world reli­
gion, Christians find themselves faced with significant 
obstacles in reaching out to people in need. 

Another benefit of the program is that while local 
Baptists were helping their neighbors, they also were 
developing their own leadership and serving sldlls. Be­
cause relationships are so important in the local cul­
ture, local Baptists were able to breal< down barriers by 
demonstrating God's love for their neighbors. 

In consultation with Abraham Shepherd, who with 
his wife, Grace, directs Baptist Global Response work 
in the Middle East, local Baptists and Southern Bap­
tist humanitarian workers developed a two-pronged 
strategy. 

"The object of this project is to work through local 
believers to reach the poor of this nation," said the proj­
ect director•. "Our desire is for local believers to have a 
passion for their neighbors' needs and be able to reach 
out in love. As the local believers get involved in shar­
ing, they will be encouraged by seeing what God is do­
ing and what great things He can do." 

Even a small gift to the Southern Baptist World 
Hunger Fund sets in motion a ripple effect that touch­
es lives for generations to come, Shepherd said. 

To meet immediate needs, they provided packets of 
food- including sugar, rice, oil, eggs, milk, tea and pas­
ta-essential medicines, heaters and blankets the fam­
ilies could not afford. They also designed a program 
to train locals in skills that would enable them to im­
prove their standards of living and help them better 
provide for their families. 

"By their generous giving to the World Hunger 
Fund, Southern Baptists trigger a chain reaction of 
caring that reaches across oceans," he said. "It touch­
es people in need and shapes national believers in the 
lesson of generosity and giving to their neighbors in 
need." 

*Names withheld for security reasons 

Brown: Christians in 
England do not have 
to hide their faith 

Canterbury, England - British 
Prime Minister Gordon Brown 
said Christians do not have to 
hide their religion in the work­
place and believers should not 
be forced to keep their beliefs 
private. 

Brown's comments were 
made in an interview with 
the British-based Christian ra­
dio station, Premier, and came 
amid concern that employees 
in Britain's public sector are 
facing punishment for practic­
ing their religion. 

"I think the role of religion 
and faith in what people some­
times call the public square is 
incredibly important," Brown 
said. 

In June, a British nurse said 
she was considering legal ac­
tion after she was suspended 
without pay for two months 
when she offered to pray for 
an elderly woman. Around that 
time a worker was kicked out of 
a professional association for al­
lowing a girl in her care to con­
vert to Christianity. In addition, 
two legal registrars claimed dis­
crimination after they refused 
to perform same-sex ceremo­
nies, saying they were forced 
out of their jobs. 

Asked if it might be better 
in Britain if Christianity were 
privatized, the prime minister 
replied: "I think it's impossi­
ble because when we talk about 
faith, we are talldng about what 
people believe in, we are talk­
ing about the values that under­
pin what they do, we are talldng 
about the convictions that they 
have about how you can make 
for a better society." (RNS) 

Group reports more beheadings 
of Christian converts in Somalia 

Washington - Four more Chris­
tians have been beheaded in Soma­
lia, according to the Washington­
based human rights organization 
International Christian Concern. 

The four Christians had been 
working for a non-governmental 
organization that aids orphans 
in southern Somalia. The Islam­
ic extremist group al Shabaab, 
which has ties to al-Qaida, "kid­
napped and eventually beheaded 
the Christians after they refused 
to renounce their faith," Interna­
tional Christian Concern report­
ed Aug. 11. 

Earlier this year, seven other So­
malis were beheaded, along with 
two sons of a village church leader. 

According to Compass Direct 
News, a California-based organiza­
tion that also reports on incidents 
of persecution: 

• The seven Somalis were pub­
licly beheaded July 10 in the town 
ofBladoa for being deemed "Chris­
tians" and "spies" by al Shabaab 
(which means "the Youth" in Ar­
abic). 

• The two sons of a church lead­
er were beheaded Feb. 21. Their fa­
ther, Musa Mohammed Yusuf, for­
merly led an underground church 
in the village ofYonday. He and his 
wife and a third son subsequently 
took refuge in Kenya. 

Somalia's Christians comprise 
less than 1 percent of the African 
nation's 9.8 million people. 

After the seven beheadings, the 
Associated Press reported, "Pun­
ishments such as stoning, ampu­
tations and beheadings are histor­
ically rare in Somalia, which tra­
ditionally practices moderate Sufi 
Islam. But a more extremist form 
of jihadi Salafist Islam with its 
roots in Saudi Arabia has taken 
root during the chaotic warfare of 

recent years, strengthened by a re­
cent influx of hundreds of foreign 
fighters." 

The U.S. Commission on Inter­
national Religious Freedom urged 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
to address the issue of religious 
freedom when she met with Soma­
li President Sheik Sharif Ahmed in 
Nairobi during her recent trip to 
Africa. 

Media outlets such as the Associ­
ated Press did not mention wheth­
er Clinton raised such issues. 

However, Clinton described 
Ahmed's moderate Islamist tran­
sitional government as "the best 
hope we've had for some time," 
The New York Times reported. The 
Times described Ahmed as "a for­
mer religious teacher who rose 
to popularity in Somalia by help­
ing rescue kidnapped children." 
Ahmed is not a warlord, one Clin­
ton aide told The Times. "But he's 
shown the ability to lead. And he's 
shown the ability to survive." 

Clinton promised Ahmed more 
aid, training and weaponry for 
battling the insurgents, but The 
Times noted that the challenge is 
daunting because the government 
"controls no more than a few city 
blocks in a country the size of Tex­
as, with extremist Islamist groups, 
like the Shabaab, in charge of 
much of the rest." 

Clinton said Al Shabaab intends 
for Somalia to become "a future ha­
ven for global terrorism"- "a base 
from which to influence and even 
infiltrate surrounding countries 
and launch attacks against coun­
tries far and near." 

After Clinton's visit, the Voice of 
America reported Aug. 11, Islamic 
insurgents rejected overtures from 
Ahmed to stop the violence and be­
gin peace negotiations. (BP) 
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WORKING FOR A BETTER LIFE This artisan group of women in 
Afghanistan makes handmade products for sale through World­
Crafts, which has launched the Set1 Free campaign to help groups 
working to free women trapped by human trafficking and sexual 
exploitation. (WMU photo) 

WMU WorldCrafts ministry 
starts Set1 Free campaign 
to free exploited women 

Birmingham, Ala.-WorldCrafts SM has launched a three-year 
SetlFree campaign this month to actively empower World­
Crafts customers and aid artisan groups working to free wom­
en trapped by human trafficking and sexual exploitation. 

Each year, by force, fraud or coercion, millions of individ­
uals find themselves trapped in bonded labor and sexual ex­
ploitation. WorldCrafts-a ministry of Woman's Missionary 
Union- artisan groups are working to end these evils by pro­
viding a sustainable income to people in poverty. When earn­
ing a living wage, parents are less likely to be seduced by a sex 
trafficker's poison promises. And young women hoping for a 
better life are less likely to fall prey to criminals seeking to use 
and abuse the most vulnerable. 

"While it can seem difficult to find an entry point in the 
fight against human trafficldng, it is important that we keep 
worldng in every manner possible," said Christian singer/ 
songwriter Sara Groves. 'Worldcrafts provides quality prod­
ucts created by people around the world attempting to escape 
poverty. 

"With their SetlFree campaign they are specifically work­
ing to aid women who have been rescued from trafficldng and 
the organizations that work to rescue them," she added. "Pur­
chasing gifts and goods from Worldcrafts is another great in­
road to combating this exploitation of millions." 

WorldCrafts will focus on this issue by highlighting some 
of its artisan groups that are working with women freed from 
sexual exploitation or women at high risk of becoming victims 
of human trafficldng. There are several avenues of involvement 
through the SetlFree campaign. 

• Learn more about these issues at www.WorldCrafts 
Village.com by reading monthly stories on artisan groups 
taclding the problems- spiritual, emotional and physical- at 
a grassroots level. 

• Purchase items through WorldCrafts from its Freedom 
Line groups to financially support those on the front lines of 
this moral crisis. 

• Pray for these artisan groups specifically (download the 
prayer guide at World Crafts Village.com). 

Current WorldCrafts artisan groups on the frontlines of the 
battle against sexual exploitation and human trafficldng are 
listed below: 

■ Frankadua Vocational Training (Ghana) provides training 
and assistance to women leaving the Trokosi slave system. 

• ConneXions (India) works with women at risk for sexual 
exploitation. 

• Freeset (India) offers alternative employment for those 
leaving prostitution in Kolkata's infamous sex district. 

• Priscilla Centre (India) works with those at risk for human 
trafficldng or exploitation. 

• Second Chance (Moldova) offers fair-trade employment for 
young women at risk for human trafficking in Europe. 

• Higher Ground (Nepal) provides viable, honorable work 
for women at risk for human trafficking. 

■ Manna Madagascar benefits women leaving the island's 
sex trade. 

• The Well (Thailand) offers a living wage and helping hand 
for those leaving Thailand's notorious sex trade. 

• Proverbs 31 (Uganda) provides income for women in pov­
erty, thus lessening the risk that their young daughters will be 
sold into exploitative child marriages. 

• Kingdom Creations (Cambodia) works with families in 
poverty whose daughters are at risk for child prostitution. 
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PRAYER PARTNERS 

Please pray for the 
following requests 
associated with the 
Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's 
partnership missions 
efforts: 

■ Pray for all those who 
will be participating 
in the Team Leader 
Training event for 
international mission 
trips Sept. 18-19 at the 
Baptist Building in 
Louisville. The training 
is open to any Kentucky 
Baptist who is planning 
to lead a mission trip or 
is interested in learning 
more about leading a 
trip. 

■ Pray for the ongoing 
international missions 
partnership between 
the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention and the 
Baptist Convention of 
Tanzania, as well as the 
domestic partnership 
the KBC has with the 
Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware. 

■ Pray for Crestwood 
Baptist Church 
Discipleship Pastor 
Bill Ellis and Prayer 
Coordinator Clint 
Elliott who will be 
tra\feling to Tanzania: , ; 
Sept. 4-12 to conduct 
training. 

I 

■ Pray for KBC 
Partnership Missions 
Director Scott Pittman 
who is working with 
a Brazilian church in 
Salisbury, Md. 

■ Pray for those from 
Bracken Baptist 
Association who will be 
doing missions work in 
Maryland/Delaware. 

For more information 
about partnership 
missions opportunities, 
contact the KBC 
partnership missions 
department at (502) 
489-3529, toll free 
in Kentucky at (866) 
489-3529, or visit 
www.KyBaptist.org/ 
Partnership. 

MOUNTAINS TO THE MISSISSIPPI 
COMPILED BY STAFF 

■ CAMPBELLSVILLE- Saloma Church 
will celebrate its 58th anniversa­
ry with homecoming services Aug. 
23, featuring Sola Grace in concert. 
For more information, call (270) 
789-0082. John Chowning is pastor. 
■ CENTRAL CITY-New Hope Church 
will hold homecoming services 
Aug. 23, 10 a .m., with Ronnie For­
rest, pastor of Big Muddy Church in 
Dunbar, as guest speaker. Shannon 
Bunch will provide special music 
and a meal will follow the service. 
Mickey McPherson is pastor. 
■ GREENVILLE- Second Church will 
hold homecoming services Aug. 23 , 
9:30 a.m. A pot luck lunch will be 
held at noon. For more informa­
tion, call {270) 338-6160. Ray Eng­
land is pastor. 
■ HEL LI ER-H ellie r Missi o n a ry 
Church will hold revival servic­
es Aug. 20-22, 7 p.m .; Aug. 23, 11 
a.m., with Shannon Boyd, associate 
pastor at Marrowbone Missionary 
Church in Elkhorn City, as evange­
list. Greg Whitetree is pastor. 
■ LOUISVILLE- Parkland Church or­
dained Stephen Benzel, Jeff Boyer 
and Marrus Young as deacons Aug. 
16. Tom Curry is pastor. 

Salyersville 

First Church will host profes­
sional angler Oay Dyer as guest 
speaker Aug. 22, 1 & 5 p.m.; Aug. 
23, 11 a.m . For more informa­
tion, call {606) 349-6276. Mat­
thew Gullion is pastor. 

St. Paul Missionary Church, an 
African-American congregation, 
will merge with Shively Heights 
Church, an anglo con gregat ion, 
and hold their fi rst services togeth­
er Aug. 23, 11 p.m. A reception will 
follow the morning service. Lin­
coln Bingham and Mark Payton are 
pastors. 
■ MURRAY-First Church will hold 
revival services Aug. 23, 8:30 & 10: 
55 a.m . & 6 p.m.; Aug. 24-26, 6:30 
p.m., with John Franklin as evan­
gelist. 

August 18, 2009 

~ CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

August 
22 Super Saturday, Immanuel Baptist 

Church, Lexington. 
29 Super Saturday, Severns Valley 

Baptist Church, El izabethtown. 

September 
5-7 Wrangler Trail Ride, Land Between 

the Lakes. 
10 Church Retirement Plan "Reality 

Check" Conference, First Baptist 
Church, Leitchfield. 

12 Super Satu rday, First Baptist Church , 
Paducah, and First Baptist Church, 
Somerset. 

14 Church Retirement Plan "Reality 
Check" Conference, Buck Run 
Baptist Chu rch, Frankfort; First 
Baptist Church, Murray; Marion 
Baptist Church; and Piner Baptist 
Church, Morning View. 

15 Church Retirement Plan "Reality 
Check" Conference, Second 
Baptist Church, Greenville; Unity 
Baptist Church, Ashland; and 
Walnut Memorial Baptist Church, 
Owensboro. 

16 Church Retirement Plan "Reality 
Check" Conference, Berea Baptist 
Church and Calvary Baptist Church, 
Lexington. 

18 Church Retirement Plan "Reality 
Check" Conference , First Baptist 
Church, Shelbyvi lle, and Parkland 
Baptist Church, Louisville. 

18-19 Team Leader Training, Baptist 
Building, Louisville. 

19 Chi ldren in Action Missions Day 
Camp, Corinth Baptist Church, 
London. 

19 Super Saturday, First Baptist Church, 
Pikeville, and Zion Baptist Church, 
Henderson. 

For more information, call (BOO) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org 

■ PHILPOT-Karns Grove Church re­
cently called Larry Birkhead as pas­
tor. 
■ PIKEVILLE- First Church recently 
called John Lucas as associate pas­
tor for students and families , and 
Brian Woofter as associate pastor 

for music and media. Paul Badgett 
is pastor. 
■ RUSSELL SPRINGS - Providence 
Church recently called Louis Shep­
herd as pastor. He is a former direc­
tor of missions for Russell County 
Association. 

Campbellsville announces fall schedule for public policy forum 
Campbellsville - Campbellsville 

University has announced the 
schedule for its Kentucky Heart­
land Institute on Public Policy lec­
ture series during the upcoming 
-fail •s~niest er: ; : ' , , ' :i • • , , 

"The fall 2009 KHIPP schedule is 
one of the strongest groups of speak­
ers we've had since KHIPP's found­
ing in 2001," said John Chowning, 
Campbellsville's vice president cif 
church and external relations, and 
founder ofKHIPP. 

"We will be covering several im­
portant and emerging topics includ­
ing the changing face of evangelical 
political engagement, creation care 
and earth stewardship concerns in 

To place an advertisement: 
Rates are available upon request. 

Call (502) 489-3428; or visit 
www.WesternRecorder.org. 

Claims made by advertisers are not 
necessarily those of the Western 

Recorder's staff or directors. 

RESOURCES: Do you need a church 
pianist? We have piano CDs for congre­
gations to sing by- hymns, gospel, cho­
ruses, Christmas and more. Free demo. 
Hear samples at www.pianocds.org. 
Special church pricing. Worship Ser­
vice Resources, (877) 977-6800. 

SEEKING: Full-time (preferable) or 
bivocational pastor for Glens Creek 
Baptist Church in Versailles. Please 
send resume to Search Committee, 
Glens Creek Baptist Church, 4678 
Steele Road, Versailles, KY 40383. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth director. 
Please send resume to Eatom Memori­
al Baptist Church, 1225 West Third St., 
Owensboro, KY 42301. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
Christian life activities at First Baptist 
Church, Bowling Green, Ky. Related ex­
perience preferable. Send resumes to: 
mhopper@firstbaptistbg.org; or fax to 
(270) 842-8506. Deadline to receive re­
sumes Sept. 4. 

the Christian community, and the 
growing spread of genocide around 
the world," Chowning noted. "Our 
faculty, staff students and the larg­
er community will be challenged by 
the quality arid'variefy of guest lec­
turers." 

Chowning said KHIPP focuses at­
terition dn .. "racilitating public pol­
icy study arid "issues debate, while 
encouraging the involvement of 
Christian leaders in the public and 
civic arenas ." He added that the fo­
rums also are committed to pre­
paring Christian civic and political 
leaders for the 21st century. 

The lineup of guest presenters is 
as follows: 

■ Sept. 15-Ron Sider, director of sor at the University of Mary Wash­
the Sider Center on Ministry and ington in Fredericksburg, Va., pres­
Public Policy at Palmer Theologi- ident of Genocide Watch, director 
cal Seminary in Wynnewood, Pa., of the Cambodian Genocide Proj­
president of Evangelicals for Social ect, and vice president of the In­
Action; ·and . contributing editor of i- • ternational Association of Geno­
Christianity Today and Sojourn- cide Scholars. Topic: "Genocide in 
ers magazines. Topic: "Roundtable the World Today: Countries Most 
on Christian Public Policy Perspec- at Risk." 
tives: The Changing Face ofEv_angel- ■ Nov. 3-Matthew Sleeth, au­
ical Christians in Politics and Public thor of "Serve God, Save the Plan­
Policy Debate." et: A Christian Call to Action," and 

■ Sept. 28-Paul Prather, pastor founder of Blessed Earth. Topic: 
of Bethesda Church in Mount Ster- "Serving God, Saving the Rlanet." 
ling. Topic: "Evangelical Christians: All forums will be held at 5 p.m. 
The Intersection of Faith and Pub- in the banquet hall on the Camp­
lie Policy." bellsville University campus. They 

■ Oct. 6-Gregory Stanton, profes- are free and open to the public. 

CLASSIFIED Aos 
SEEKING: Full-time associate pas­

tor/minister of education for First 
Baptist Church, Whitesburg, Ky. Semi­
nary graduate is preferred. Send resu­
me to Frazier, PO Box 57, Whitesburg, 
KY 41858; or e-mail janiedoug@bell 
south.net. 

SEEKING: Youth minister for Forks 
of Elkhorn Baptist Church, Frankfort 
area. Interested individuals should 
contact Mark Toothaker at forks 
personnel@yahoo.com; or call (859) 
873-1967 for an application packet. 
Deadline for applications is Sept. 
15, 2009. 

SEEKING: Minister of music to lead 
expanded blended service at Mt. Mori­
ah Baptist Church in Lewisburg, Tenn. 
Position primarily will be leading the 
music program, but there are possi­
ble additional responsibilities related 
to the ministry of the church. Please 
send resumes to Mt. Moriah Baptist 
Church, PO Box 1375, Lewisburg, TN 
37091. Please e-mail any questions to 
Paul Lucas at tbl@bellsouth.net. 

SEEKING: Part-time music minister 
for Audubon Baptist Church. Respon­
sible for blended-style congregation­
al Worship and choir direction. Only 
mailed resumes will be accepted. Mail 
to Linda Owen, 3205 Broeck Pointe Cir­
cle, 'Louisville, KY 40241. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of mu­
sic and worship (25 hours/week) for 
Woodland Baptist Church, Louisville. 
Undergraduate music degree pre­
ferred, experience required. Submit re­
sumes to mmayabb1@yahoo.com. 

SEEKING: Children's director for 
newborns through 5th grade for Alton 
Baptist (www.altonbaptist.org). Send 
to Monty Stratton, 1900 Waddy Road, 
Lawrenceburg, KY 40342; or e-mail to 
mjastratton@gmail.com. 

SEEKING: Gifted musician who 
shares a passion for worship and lead­
ing others to do the same with First 
Baptist Church, Owensboro, Ky. Posi­
tion requires 25-30 hours per week. In­
terested in talents related to our con­
temporary worship format which in­
cludes overseeing the worship band, 
vocal team and media/technical staff. 
Send resume to First Baptist Church, 
PO Box 904, Owensboro, KY 42302; or 
e-mail to myoung@tbcowb.org. 

SEEKING: Are you a country-loving, 
God-fearing pastor looking for a me­
dium-sized, faith-based Southern Bap­
tist church set in a rural environment? 
Maybe God is leading you to us. Please 
send resume to: Blue River Island Bap­
tist Church, 595 Big Bend Road, Battle­
town, KY 40104; or e-mail to Lisa@one 
churchallpeople.org. 

SEEKING: Vocalists for the Motet 
Singers of Louisville. For information, 
call (502) 239-5043 or 295-7254. Visit 
our website: www.motetsingers.org. 

SEEKING: Bellevue Baptist Church 
(SBC), a growing, contemporary, inno­
vative church averaging around 1,000 
in worship, is seeking a creative and 
experienced full-time youth pastor/ 
director for its MS/HS student minis­
try. Must be able to administrate a bal­
anced ministry to students, their par­
ents and youth workers; able to work 
within the vision of "helping students 
from all walks of life become fully de­
voted followers of Jesus Christ." Ex­
perience and education with a suc­
cessful track record in youth min­
istry is required. Send resumes to 
wroberts@bellnet.org. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for Oak 
Grove Baptist Church in Cadiz, Ky. 
Send resumes to Martha Davis, 2460 
Old Dover Road, Cadiz, KY 42211. 

SEEKING: Instrumentalist for east 
end congregation-contemporary and 
traditional music. Send resume to Mel­
bourne Heights Baptist Church, 3728 
Taylorsville Road, Louisville, KY 40220, 
Attn: Personnel Dept. You may call the 
church at (502) 454-4681 to set a time 
for an interview; hours and pay will be 
discussed at the interview. 

• 



MINISTRY ~&raer 15 
August 18, 2009 

Workplace chaplains care for the unchurched 
With a large percentage of 
US. workers not in church, 
chaplains stand in the gap 
By Erin Roach 

Dallas-Most Americans do not attend 
church regularly, but they still have deaths 
in the family, marriage problems and other 
life crises that they cannot handle alone. 

"Seventy percent of the American work­
force today does not have a relationship 

. with organized religion," said Gil Stricklin, 
founder of Marketplace Ministries. 

"They're not atheists. They're not even 
agnostics, most of them. But they don't 
have a pastor, they don't have a priest, 
they don't have a rabbi," he stressed. "They 
have nobody that marries them and buries 
them." 

A growing number of chaplains are find­
ing a niche in the workplace, developing 
relationships with employees and guiding 
them through difficult life situations when 
they either do not have a church home or 
do not feel comfortable seeking help there. 

Shane Satterfield, a regional director for 
Marketplace Chaplains USA, a division of 
Marketplace Ministries, told about estab­
lishing a chaplain presence at a Pilgrim's 
Pride poultry plant in Georgia. 

A young woman who worked the night 
shift said to him, 'Tm not real sure about 
this whole chaplain thing. I'm sure I'll nev­
er need you guys, but I'm glad you're here," 
Satterfield recalled. 

ON THE JOB Each week, thousands of work­
place chaplains minister to employees who may 
not have a local church home or who do not feel 
comfortable discussing life problems with their 
pastor. 

doesn't mean they're not believers .... Some 
people know about church, they've been to 
church and aren't going anymore. Very few 
that I talk to actually say, Tm consistently 
going.' 

"Life happens at a rapid rate, and when 
it does, I was shocked to find out how many 
people don't have anyone to turn to. That's 

why we're there. That's 
what we do," he said. "A week later, the first 

phone call I got-at 1 a.m.­
was from her. She said, 'My 
mother just passed away 
and I don't know what to 
do.' I said, 'Well, do you 
have a pastor?' She said, 
'I've never been to church 
in my life. I have no idea 
what to do.' 

"Life happens at a rapid 
rate, and when it does, 

Chris Hobgood, who 
works with a similar orga­
nization, Corporate Chap­
lains of America, said con­
fidentiality plays a signif­
icant role in chaplains' 
work. And because their 
work is not as high profile 
as local church pastors, 
people are not as aware of 
workplace chaplains. 

I was shocked to find out 
how many people don't 
have anyone to turn to. 
That's why we're there. 
That's what we do." 

"I said, 'Well, I'll be 
there.' I jumped in the car, 
ran out to Carrollton, Ga., 
about an hour drive, met 
her at the hospital. She was 

- Shane Satterfield, regional 
director for Marketplace 
Chaplains USA "But so many of the 

times that we interact with 
employees in the workplace 

who are believers, they feel that they can't 
share those really ugly parts- those deep, 
dark secrets-with their pastor because, sta­
tistically speaking, within about 18 months 
if you share one of those issues with a pas­
tor, you'll end up leaving the church just be­
cause of what I term the weirdness factor," 
Hobgood explained. 

crying, she was a little bit out of sorts, and 
she said, 'Listen, I don't want to hear any 
of this 'She's in a better place. God knows 
best.' I don't want to hear any God stuff 
from you. I just don't know what to do."' 

Satterfield stepped in to notify the wom­
an's family of her mother's death, help plan 
the funeral and even perform the service. 

"I said, 'When this is all over, you've still 
got me to talk to.' We buried her mom, and 
on the way out the door, she said, Tm going 
to take you up on that. I've got some ques­
tions I want to ask you. I'll call you next 
week,"' Satterfield said. 

The woman called him in the middle of 
the night and said she was ready to talk, 
and he met with her for two weeks as she 
asked a number of questions. 

"As a chaplain, we're trained to answer 
those questions in a way that hopefully set­
tles questions in her heart about it," Satter­
field noted. "The very next week, she called 
me bad< and said, 'It's time for me to make 
a change in my life.' I was able to lead her to 
Christ in a chicken plant in the nurse's of­
fice that afternoon." 

Satterfield, who attends Hopewell Bap­
tist Church in Gainesville, Ga., said that sto­
ry is just a small example of what chaplains 
do regularly, from factory workers to com­
pany owners who are worth millions of dol­
lars and may even go to church, but do not 
have people they can trust. 

"I would estimate that 85 percent of the 
people that we deal with every day don't 
have a church home," Satterfield noted. "It 

"Because we do have a high degree of 
confidentiality and anonymity, we can 
come alongside the church and help guide 
those believers and they end up staying 
in those churches much longer as a re­
sult, which we find to be good, said Hob­
good, a member of North Metro First Bap­
tist Church of Lawrenceville, Ga. "In some 
sense, we're kind of helping stabilize those 
congregations." 

Stricklin, of Marketplace Ministries, 
employs about 2,500 chaplains who serve 
at 411 companies and care for more than 
131,000 employees. During the past 25 
years, the chaplains have helped lead more 
than 50,000 people to Christ, he noted. 
Also, nearly half a million dollars has been 
given to individuals in benevolent situa­
tions through the chaplain work. 

Chaplains also are there when company 
employees want to get married and do not 
know who to ask to officiate. 

"We're involved not only with the very 
sad things but we do weddings every week," 
Stricklin said. "We've done over 1,500 wed­
dings where people come to us and want 
to get married. They're usually living to­
gether, so we get to share with those peo-

Marketplace Ministries turns 25 
By Erin Roach 

Dallas-Marketplace Ministries, one of 
the largest workplace chaplaincy organi­
zations in the U.S., is celebrating 25 years 
of service. 

The organization-which works for 
more than 400 companies-has four sub­
sidiaries: Marketplace Chaplains USA, 
Marketplace Chaplains International , 
Railroad Chaplains of America and Mar­
ketplace Ministries Foundation. 

Companies hire the chaplain ministry 
to send in people to care for their work­
ers, often resulting in higher workplace 
morale and better productivity. 

"Marketplace chaplains are people 
that go to the workplace to do pastoral 
care for people that don't have that care 
through the local congregation or the lo­
cal church-which is the great majority," 
said Gil Stricklin, founder of Marketplace 
Ministries. "The great majority of Amer­
icans do not go to church every Sunday, 
but they still get sick, they still need help, 
they still need a chaplain, they still need 
someone to care for them. That's what 
wedo." 

Stricklin said chaplains come along­
side workers to help them through life 
crises, even investing large amounts of 
time in someone's wellbeing. 

ple the reason for commitment and what 
that means. 

"We establish a lot of new homes built 
on biblical principles of marriage and lon­
gevity of a family," he added. 

Stricklin has been a member of First Bap­
tist Church of Dallas for 39 years and holds 
two degrees from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

''We have more than 400 chaplains who 
are Southern Baptist on our staff," he point­
ed out. "We have 81 denominations on 
our staff, and the largest denominational 
group ... is Southern Baptists." 

The need for chaplains is as intense as it 
has ever been in the workplace, he said, es­
pecially given the difficult economy. 

"We're in hospitals every day," he not­
ed. "We've gone where a person has been 
in the hospital for as long as six months 
and then another six months in rehabil­
itation, and the chaplain becomes the 
cheerleader for that person's wellness 
and for that person's healing and for any 
advancement they make in getting back 
to a life of normalcy. 

"The chaplain is there to cheer them 
on but also is there when they ask for 
prayer. The chaplain is there to represent 
God through the power of prayer, that 
the Great Physician would touch that 
person's life and heal them physically, 
emotionally and certainly spiritually," 
Stricklin added. 

During the 25 years of Market­
place Ministries, Stricklin pointed out, 
more than 50,000 people have accepted 
Christ. 

Marketplace Chaplains International 
now is in Mexico, Puerto Rico, Scotland, 
Wales, England and Canada. 

"It is constantly amazing to me and 
our national and international team 
members how many business men and 
women in the marketplace are more con­
cerned about the top line-workers and 
their families-than their bottom line­
profit and dividends," Stricklin said. (BP) 

"When people don't have anything but 
financial resources to lean on and that goes 
away, then they sense that life is over and 
there is nothing but despair and loneli­
ness," Stricklin noted. 

"We have seen a rise in suicides in the 
last 18 months because some people don't 
have anything else but finances, and when 
you lose that you've lost it all, in their 
minds. But those people that don't have 
much but they've got Jesus, they stand 
strong when the storm is raging and when 
the wind is blowing. 

"And chaplains stand with them to en­
courage them and to share the love of God 
with everybody- that there is hope beyond 
economics," he said. (BP) 

Volunteers plant gospel seeds on 
Tennessee's 'Tail of the Dragon' 
By Lonnie Wilkey 
Tennessee Baptist & Reflector 

Maryville, Tenn.-Each year, thousands 
of motorcyclists travel to Tennessee to 
ride "The Tail of the Dragon." 

"The Dragon" is a stretch of U.S. High­
way 129 that runs from the intersection 
of Highway 72 outside Maryville, Tenn., 
through the Great Smoky Mountains 
into Deals Gap, N.C. 

The 11-mile stretch of road boasts 318 
curves- a motorcyclist's dream. 

Last year, missions volunteers, work­
ing through Chilhowee Baptist Associa­
tion's Camp Tipton in Maryville, began 
a ministry on that stretch of highway. 
Teams from Tennessee and other states 
passed out water or lemonade to cyclists 
at a scenic overlook along the route. 

This year, volunteers added another 
element-taking photos of the motorcy­
clists from an overlook with a breathtak­
ing mountain view in the background, 
with the goal of sharing the gospel. 

"Our focus is to connect with peo­
ple and allow the Holy Spirit to show us 
where we can present the gospel to that 

person," said volunteer Kurt Bradley. 
Andy Jordan, director of Camp Tip­

ton, stresses to volunteer teams that 
they go to the overlook with "the frame 
of mind that you are going there to plant 
seeds." 

If the opportunity to present the gos­
pel does not happen, however, all is not 
lost, thanks to the photography element 
of the ministry. The photographs have 
become a key tool in reaching the mo­
torcyclists. 

Those who are photographed can go 
to the Camp Tipton Web site and down­
load the photo for free, but in the pro­
cess each individual hears a full presen­
tation of the gospel via a Billy Graham 
video clip. It also includes a clear invita­
tion for the individual to profess faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

"If we don't have the opportunity to 
present the gospel face to face, they will 
have another chance to meet the Lord," 
Bradley said. 

Both Bradley and Jordan said motor­
cyclists have been very receptive to the 
ministry at the overlook site. (BP) 




