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Creation Museum becomes a target 
of atheists, secular critics worldwide 
Co-founder says all groups invited 
to visit the facility, especially those 
who hold contrasting worldviews 
By Drew Nichter 
News Director 

Petersburg-Mark Looy knows what people are say­
ing. 

As chief communications officer for the Creation 
Museum in Northern Kentucky, Looy keeps close tabs 
on what's being said about the museum on Web sites 
and blog posts. 

"We usually lmow within hours if something has 
been posted about the Creation Museum," said Looy, 
who also is co-founder of the museum and its parent 
ministry, Answers in Genesis. 

Ever since it opened in May 2007, the Creation Mu­
seum in Petersburg-near where the borders of Ken­
tucky, Ohio and Indiana meet-has become an inter­
national phenomenon. 

According to its Web site, the Creation Museum is 
a "walk through history" museum designed to "coun­
ter evolutionary natural history museums that turn 
minds against Scripture and Jesus Christ, the Creator 
of the universe." 

The museum promotes young earth creationism, 
the belief that the world was created by God in six 
24-hour days about 6,000 years ago. This belief con­
trasts sharply with the widely accepted scientific the­
ory that the earth is billions of years old. 

The museum has garnered its share of supporters, 
many of them prominent evangelical Christians. 

But those talking loudest about the museum are 
its detractors, many of whom consider themselves 
atheists and/or adhere to Charles Darwin's theory of 
evolution. 

'Tm amazed almost every day on a blog or a Web 

site someone is critiquing the Creation Museum from an 
evolutionary perspective," Looy said. 

He noted that remarks about the museum typical­
ly range from "vile, profane comments to mocking," al­
though some evolutionists acknowledge the museum's 
high-tech appeal, "even though they disagree with the 
message." 

While most of what is said resides within the relative 
anonymity of cyberspace, Creation Museum staff do some­
times get an opportunity to meet their critics face to face. 

At its grand opening two years ago, Kentucky's chapter 
of American Atheists organized a "Rally for Reason" near 
the museum entrance, greeting the first visitors with pro­
test signs and loud music. Looy said the group even had a 
plane flying overhead pulling an anti-creationism banner. 

Even before the Creation Museum's doors opened, more 
than 2,000 science educators-most of them on the univer-
0 See Creation Museum ... Page 3 

IN PROTEST Secular Student Alliance members hold a banner that 
reads, "It is okay to be an atheist," outside the gates of the Creation 
Museum in Northern Kentucky. The museum has become a target 
for secular groups that disagree with the facility's teaching of crea­
tionism and that the Bible is true. (Creation Museum photo) 

Nearly 100 members of the worship choir from Crestwood Baptist Church accompany the southern gospel group Legacy Five 
during last week's Fire in the Choir Gospel Choral Spectacular at the National Quartet Convention in Louisville. The annual 
gathering is the largest gospel music event in the country; nearly 40,000 people were expected to attend the seven-day event. 
The Crestwood Baptist choir performed in front of a standing-room-only crowd, backing such southern gospel groups as 
Karen Peck & New River, the Booth Brothers and Austin's Bridge. Directed by Worship Pastor Greg Cagle, the group also had 
an opportunity to do a song on its own. Choir members said they have been invited to participate again at next year's National 
Quartet Convention. (Photo by Drew Nichter) 

1MB president 
Jerry Rankin to 
retire next year 
By Michael Logan 
International Mission Board 

Jacksonville, Fla .-In tern a tional 
Mission Board President Jerry Ran­
kin announced last week that he 
will retire July 31, 2010, ending a 17-
year tenure marked by sweeping or­
ganizational changes and a steady 
personal calling. 

"Everything I have done has been 
driven by an unequivocal sense of 
a call to missions, to make my life 
count and to mal<e the greatest im­
pact possible on reaching a lost 
world for Jesus Christ," Rankin said. 

Rankin told 1MB trustees during 
his report at their Sept. 15-16 meet­
ing in Jacksonville, Fla., that his 
presidency should not be judged for 
the accomplishments of the organi­
zation under his leadership, but for 
how the organization is poised for 
the future. 

"For the second time in my ten­
ure we are implementing a radical 
paradigm shift in organization and 
strategy," Rankin noted. "This is not 
because of past failure and ineffec­
tiveness but a vision of the chang­
es needed to ensure relevance and 
effectiveness in the future." 

Such sentiments are consistent 
to Rankin's approach in leading the 
163-year--old organization. Early in 
his administration, Rankin placed 
a greater emphasis on the work re­
maining in world evangelization 
than what already had been accom­
plished. 

"It's not ... our size or annual sta­
tistical report that should drive us," 
Rankin explained. "We need to be 
driven by a vision to bring all peo­
ples to a saving faith in Christ and 
what it takes to get there." 

Yet there always has been a need 
to track progress. When Rankin took 
over leadership of the 1MB in 1993, 
the Southern Baptist missions orga­
nization saw nearly 4,000 mission­
aries help start more· than 2,000 
churches in 142 countries. Last year. 
more than 5,500 1MB missionaries 
□ See Rankin announces ... Page 6 



2 KENTUCKY 
Preparation, excitement builds for Find It Here 
By Ken Walker 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Lexington-Members of Porter Memori­
al Baptist Church are preparing to blanket 
a two-square-mile area of Lexington with 
15,000 gospel brochures as part of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention's Find It Here em­
phasis. 

"My goal is church involvement-to get 
our people focused outside the four walls of 
the church," Evangelism Pastor Trent Sny­
der said of the upcoming project. "We want 
to get our people thinking missionally and 
get them out in the community to be salt 
and light." 

Snyder's comments reflect a growing ex­
citement about Find It Here, the state con­
vention's initiative leading to gospel distri­
bution to 1.5 million Kentucky households 
next March. 

Ross Bauscher, KBC evangelism growth 
team leader, said the campaign will be 
baci<ed by television advertisements. 

"We've got almost every association and 
director of missions behind it," Bauscher 
noted. "If I were a pastor, I'd be thinking 
that this would be a wonderful way to acti­
vate my church." 

The effort kicks off with a statewide se­
ries of prayerwalks during September and 
October, which Bauscher said will create a 
sense of dependence on God and strength­
en churches. 

Bauscher called Find It Here a compre­
hensive strategy that is strengthened by its 
ties to the North American Mission Board's 
GPS (God's Plan for Sharing) initiative. The 

effort aims to fulfill the Great Commission 
in North America by 2020. 

"It is sowing the seeds," Bauscher point­
ed out. "This will create an awareness for 
church people to start seeing through 
God's eyes, seeing ways to impact their 
community." 

Because of a busy fall schedule, Por­
ter Memorial planned its initiative early. 
Its Find It Here effort starts Oct. 10 with a 
breakfast, training session and prayerwalks 
in surrounding neighborhoods. 

The church recently included commit­
ment cards in its Sept. 13 bulletin, asking 
members to sign up for prayerwalking and 
brochure distribution. 

Porter Memorial kicked off its aware­
ness campaign with advertisements in its 
monthly newsletter, a presentation to Sun­
day school teachers and a series of videos in 
Sunday services. 

"After Oct. 10, we'll continue to revisit 
this to keep this in front of people's minds," 
Snyder said, noting prayerwalks may lead 
to evangelistic encounters. "We will have 
opportunities for people to share testimo­
nies." 

Tracking communities 
Snyder said he benefited greatly from 

meeting with officials in Lexington's zon­
ing office. For a $25 fee, the city provided 
a series of neighborhood maps, including 
each house's address. 

"That's a great resource," Snyder said. 
"It helps me target and keep track of where 
we're going. Any church can checl< with its 

city or county zoning office for comparable 
information." 

Among other Find It Here activities 
organized by KBC churches is a "Serv­
ing Christ Together" celebration Oct. 25-
28, sponsored by Pulaski County Baptist 
Association. 

John Mark Toby, pastor of Beacon Hill 
Baptist Church in Somerset and current 
KBC president, is a member of the plan­
ning committee. Toby said the association 
has ordered 2,000 brochures to distribute 
at the event. 

"It's really great," Toby said of Find It 
Here. "Easter is our biggest day of the year. 
It's an awesome opportunity for church­
es. We have an opportunity to touch every 
home in Kentucl<y, which is huge. Our state 
needs hope." 

In addition to the support of directors of 
missions, one association without a DOM 
enlisted all 19 of its churches, according to 
Larry Baker, KBC's director of new work and 
associational missions. 

Baker said Wilma Simmons, clerk for 
Salem Baptist Association, participated 
in conference calls, a training session last 
spring and invited Baker to make a presen­
tation to the pastors. 

Salem's 100-percent participation sym­
bolizes the kind ofbacking nearly all associ­
ations are giving Find It Here, Baker noted. 

"It's captured the imagination of big 
churches, small churches, rural churches 
and big-city churches," he said. "I've been 
in 32 associations and the enthusiasm for 
the process is amazing." 

Stewardship expert to lead 'Generous Churches' seminar 
Elizabethtown-Church leaders who want 

to encourage biblical stewardship in their 
churches are invited to attend the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention's Cultivating Generous 
Churches seminar Oct. 29. 

Church giving expert Brian Kluth will 
be the featured speaker at the event, 
which will be held at Severns Valley Bap­
tist Church in Elizabethtown. 

"The event is designed to equip church 
leaders in cultivating a culture of generos­
ity within their congregations," said Alan 
Witham, KBC's church development team 

leader. "Participants will receive practi­
cal instruction on how to address the re­
source challenge in the church through 
biblical teaching on stewardship, person­
al :financial management and wise estate 
planning." 

Topics will include: 
■ Financial trends impacting people's 

:finances and church giving. 
■ Biblical insights to inspire and ignite 

more generous giving. 
■ Advancing biblical :financial and gen­

erosity teaching in churches. 

■ Estate stewardship and :financial plan­
ning. 

■ Leading others in personal :financial 
stewardship. 

Sponsored by the KBC's church develop­
ment team, the event will run from 10 a.m.-
2:30 p.m. 

The cost to register for the event is $15 
per person, which includes lunch and sem­
inar materials. For more information or to 
register, visit www.KyBaptist.org/Generous, 
or call (502) 489-3335, or toll free in Ken­
tucky at (866) 489-3335. 
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Kentucky CP giving 
behind budget for 
third straight year 

Louisville-As the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's 2008-09 fiscal year came 
to a close Aug. 31, Cooperative Pro­
gram receipts came in $924,670 (3.85 
percent) behind budget. 

Receipts collected in August totaled 
$1,785,670, bringing totals for the year 
to $23,075,330. The budget for the 
2008-09 fiscal year was $24 million. 

"This has been a fiscal year full of 
challenges, but it has also been a year 
in which Kentucl<y Baptists have dis­
played again how we can accomplish 
more together," said Billy Compton, 
KBC's executive associate for Coopera­
tive Program and resources . "In a time 
of economic upheaval, our church­
es have been faithful in providing re­
sources with their gifts through the 
Cooperative Program." 

Total receipts for the 2008-09 fiscal 
year also were short of receipts collect­
ed in the previous fiscal year. In 2007-
08, CP receipts totaled $23,867,431 and 
were behind budget by 0.55 percent, 
noted KBC Business Services Team 
Leader Lowell Ashby. 

This also is the third consecutive 
year that CP receipts did not meet bud­
get, he said. 

Ashby indicated that the KBC staff 
now is operating within a working 
budget of $23 million for the 2009-10 
fiscal year, which began Sept. 1 and 
runs through Aug. 31, 2010. 

Last November, Mission Board 
members originally appioved a de­
tailed $24,480,000 budget for this fis­
cal year, but the downswing in the na­
tion's economy prompted the board to 
approve a working budget of $23 mil­
lion at its May meeting this year. 

Ashby said the difference between 
the budget goals set by messengers 
and anticipated revenues would be 
placed in a contingency section of the 
budget, which will not be spent unless 
the funds are actually received. 

Equestrian ministry solicits volunteers, prayer for upcoming games 
By Drew Nichter 
News Director 

Lexington-The slogan on the newest 
World Equestrian Games brochure reads: 
"Don't miss the biggest equestrian event in 
American history." 

More than 600,000 people from more 
than 100 countries are expected to ar­
rive in Kentucky a little more than a year 
from now. And believers in the state will be 
ready for them. 

Lexington's Kentucky Horse Park will 
host the 16-day equestrian event, but re­
cently welcomed about 100 Christians 
gearing up for the tremendous ministry 
opportunities that the World Equestrian 
Games will bring with them. 

Church and Community Day, held Sept. 
12 at the horse park, offered Kentucky be­
lievers a glimpse at the abundance of vol­
unteer outreach possibilities. 

Not only will Kentuckians represent the 
Bluegrass State at the WEG next year, but 
the entire United States, according to Har­
vey Thomas. 

"Kentucky has the chance to change, 
improve or increase the image of the Unit­
ed States in 100 countries of the world," he 
noted. 

Thomas is a public relations consultant 
working closely with the Church and Com-

munity Day's sponsor Affiliated Interna­
tional Ministries. A British Baptist, Thom­
as previously served as press secretary for 
former British prime minister Margaret 
Thatcher. 

AIM is the orga_nization that·will coordi­
nate Christian ministries during the World 
Equestrian Games. It was established by 
Kentucky Baptist Convention missions con­
sultant Larry Martin. 

The group is seeking a large number of 
volunteers to serve at next year's games in 
a variety of ministries, both at and around 
the Kentucl<y Horse Park. 

During a panel discussion at the Church 
and Community Day, seven AIM represen­
tatives tall<ed about the volunteer oppor­
tunities that will be available for both in­
dividuals, groups and churches as a whole. 

There are two ways in which to volun­
teer, according to AIM volunteer coordina­
tor Jeff Rice. One option is to sign up as an 
official WEG volunteer serving at the Ken­
tucky Horse Park during the competitions. 
WEG volunteers are required to work six­
hour shifts for a minimum of four of the 
event's 16 days, and must submit to a secu­
rity check beforehand. 

Another option is to become an AIM vol­
unteer. The AIM group will work outside of 
the horse park at any number of sites in 

and around Lexington. 
AIM representative Ray Van Camp, di­

rector of church planting and develop­
ment for Elkhorn Baptist Association, said 
that AIM will have a presence at dozens of 
WEG-associated events in Lexington and a 
number of surrounding cities. The differ­
ent outreach opportunities include staff­
ing booths, participating in backyard Bible 
clubs at area hotels, storytelling and face­
painting. 

There also is a need for families and 
churches to open their doors to give World 
Equestrian Games volunteers from oth­
er countries a place to stay, noted Ken Mc­
Daniel, AIM hospitality coordinator and as-

. sociate minister at Hill-n-Dale Christian 
Church in Lexington. 

Much of the WEG outreach is being pat­
terned after Christian outreach that takes 
place during the winter and summer Olym­
pics every other year. LaRaine Rice, youth 
and college consultant with Kentucky 
Woman's Missionary Union, is coordinat­
ing gospel presentation materials for AIM. 
She said events like the Olympics and the 
WEG provides many opportunities to share 
the gospel. 

"When so many people from so many 
different cultures come together in a neu­
tral sports setting, it just opens up conver-

sations," she explained. "People are more 
open to hearing other thoughts, other be­
liefs and just learning from one another." 

Rice said that part of the volunteer out­
reach will involve pin trading, a favorite 
pasttime of Olympics visitors. The "More 
Than Gold" pins help believers share the 
gospel, she noted. 

With so many details still left to be 
:finalized before next year's games, Cindy 
Rullman stressed that prayer is the most 
important way volunteers can be involved 
right now. 

Because there may not be an opportu­
nity for "overt evangelism" inside the park 
during the World Equestrian Games, Rul­
lman, associate director of marketing for 
the Kentucl<y Horse Park, urged Christians 
to begin prayerwalking the park as much 
as possible. 

"Our prayer effort from now through 
the games could make this place like step­
ping into the Holy of Holies," she said. "I 
absolutely believe that we could ... have 
God's presence here in such a powerful 
way that none of us would have to open 
our mouths." 

For more information about how to 
volunteer, send an e-mail to aim 
@hthomas.net or visit www.Equestrian 
Ministries.orgfWEG. 
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Creation Museum becomes target for atheists, secular groups 

DISCUSSING CREATIONISM An atheist member of the Secular Student Alliance talks with Jason 
Lisle, a speaker and researcher for the Creation Museum, following a presentation. A few of the nearly 
300 SSA members who visited the museum last month listen in and videotape the discussion. Mu­
seum co-founder Mark Looy said that while some members of the SSA group were disruptive during 
their visit, he would welcome them, and any atheist group, to visit again. (Creation Museum photo) 

Continued from page 1 
sity level-signed petitions challenging the 
museum's teachings. The petitions stated 
that creationism has no place in science 
education. 

Looy said that occasionally skeptics­
atheists, evolutionists, humanists, etc.-will 
visit the museum and cause a small com­
motion by making comments about the ex­
hibits or presentations. Very rarely is secu­
rity asked to escort a visitor from the muse­
um due to a disruption, Looy said; never has 
a confrontation become hostile or violent. 

Unless a visitor is wearing something 
that presents him or her as a skeptic, mu­
seum personnel usually do not know about 
them. When they show up in large groups, 
that gets the staffs attention, Looy said. 

One of the highest pro-

groups-to return to the museum. 
However, in a vitriolic post-visit rant on 

his blog, Myers called the Creation Museum 
a "haunted house" and a "carnival ride." 

Claiming that it presents no scientific 
evidence to back its claims, Myers said the 
Creation Museum deserves only "profound 
disrespect and ridicule." 

Answers in Genesis president and co­
founder Ken Ham responded to the criti­
cism on his own blog, saying that Myers "is 
obviously very angry at God and relishes 
in mocking Christianity-spending a lot of 
time fighting against someone he doesn't 
believe exists." 

Despite the online war of words, Looy 
emphasized that "we welcome atheist 
groups and humanist groups because 

they've probably never 
file visits to the Creation 
Museum came last month 
when 285 members of the 
Secular Student Alliance ar­
rived to tour the facility. 

Looy said museum staff 
communicated with SSA 
organizer, Lyz Liddell, pri­
or to the group's visit. He 
also sent a letter of warning 
to PZ Myers, a biology pro­
fessor at the University of 
Minnesota, Morris, and an 

Atheists ''possess a 
worldview that's far 

different than ours. They 
believe that the world-the 

heard the other side of 
the story." 

So, why the vehement 
disdain for creationism? 

"They possess a world­
view that's far different 
than ours," Looy pointed 
out. "They believe that the 
world-the universe-was 
created without a purpose. 
Therefore, they can do 
whatever they want when 
it comes to morality and 
how they conduct them­
selves in this world. 

universe-was created 
without a purpose. 

. outspoken atheist, known 
for his extreme criticism of 
Christianity on his widely 
read blog. 

Therefore, they can do 
whatever they want when 
it comes to morality and 

how they conduct 
themselves in this world." 

Leading up to the visit, 
SSA members threatened 
all kinds of disruptions at 

-Mark Looy, Creation 
Museum co-founder and chief 

communications officer 

"Their anger clearly in­
dicates that our worldview 
is in conflict with theirs, 
and they can't stand peo-

the museum. While most never happened, 
Looy said the visit wasn't entirely without 
incident. 

Several times, SSA members were asked 
to keep their voices down when loudly cri ti­
cizing some of the exhibits, as well as a pre­
sentation by Jason Lisle, an astronomer and 
astrophysicist who serves as a speaker and 
researcher for the Creation Museum. 

One SSA member was asked to leave af­
ter refusing to stop videotaping a conversa­
tion between an atheist student and a fami­
ly from Virginia that claimed their visit had 
been disrupted by the students' comments. 

Looy said that the 285 SSA members 
represented little more than one-tenth of 
the museum's visitors that day. Museum 
personnel primarily were concerned with 
making sure the students did not ruin the 
experience for the other 2,000 people. 

Looy said he appreciated the SSA group's 
visit and welcomed them- and all similar 

ple who have a way of liv­
ing and standards based on the Bible that 
go contrary to what they want to do." 

In an increasingly secular society, Looy 
said the Creation Museum's mission is "to 
equip Christians to be able to answer some 
of the tough questions that our secular 
world sometimes can throw at them." 

While the museum is seen as a place 
where visitors can get their questions an­
swered through "Scripture and science," 
Looy said the Creation Museum's overarch­
ing function is as an "evangelistic facility." 

"The last thing I would want is someone 
to leave the Creation Museum and say, 'OK, 
I'm a creationist, I've given up evolution,' 
but they don't become a Christian," Looy ex­
plained. "In terms of eternity, that doesn't 
accomplish anything if they just give up on 
evolution and believe in a creator. 

"They need to accept the fact that Christ 
is more than just our Creator, ... He's our 
Savior." 

Secular belief groups growing in U.S. 
By Drew Nichter 
News Director 

Petersburg-Since it opened in May 
2007, the Creation Museum and its par­
ent ministry, Answers in Genesis, have 
become lightning rods of criticism 
among the world's secular community. 

The museum's teaching of creation­
ism and the Bible as an accurate, histor­
ical document is not a popular school of 
thought among those in the science com­
munity. 

Museum co-founder and chief com­
munications officer Mark Looy lament­
ed that "so many non-Christians today 
don't take the Bible seriously because 
they think that it's in error and cannot 
be trusted." He added that scientists have 
convinced people over time that the ac­
counts of creation in Genesis are in­
accurate. 

Over generations, that has led to a 
general disregard for the Bible, Looy not­
ed, and consequently, the gospel mes­
sage. 

"I would say that 30 or 40 years ago, it 
was 'easier' to share your faith because 
people generally had a respect for the 
Bible and believed it may be God's 
Word," Looy said. 

"Nowadays, our secular, scientific 
world is trying to attempt to show the 
Bible cannot be trusted, and therefore, 
people are not inclined to listen to the 
gospel anymore." 

He pointed out that the number of 
individuals who hold secular beliefs is 
growing worldwide, particularly among 
20-somethings in the United States. 

On U.S. college campuses especially, 
the secular movement is taking hold. 

The national Secular Student Alliance 
reported last week that the number of 
atheist or agnostic student groups on U.S 
campuses has more than doubled in the 
past two years-from 80 to 162. 

Lyz Liddell, senior campus organiz­
er for the SSA, attributed the group's 
growth to an increasing number of stu­
dents questioning their faith and leaving 
it behind. 

Looy said that students often will 
question their faith if they don't get 
the answers they're looking for in the 
church. More specifically, "why there is 
death and suffering in this world," and 

why the theory of evolution is not true, 
he noted. 

"When they come through here, 
they're much more built up in their faith 
and less inclined to leave the church once 
they recognize the Bible is a trustworthy 
historical document," Looy said. 

When it comes to secular beliefs, 
there are a number of different "-isms" 
out there. Beyond the general atheism or 
agnosticism that claims no belief in God, 
there are many other secular doctrines to 
which a person might adhere. 

Bob Dunston, religion department 
chair at University of the Cumberlands 
in Williamsburg, offers a brief descrip­
tion of seven of the more common sec­
ular beliefs. 

Agnostic: An individual who believes 
in neither the existence nor the non-ex­
istence of any deity, including God, be­
cause the existence of any ultimate re­
ality or deity can never be satisfactorily 
proven and is thus simply unknowable. 

Atheist: An individual who does not 
believe in the existence of any deity, in­
cluding God. 

Evolutionist: An individual who un­
derstands the development of all things 
(including plants, animals, humans, cul­
ture, etc.) as a process of evolving from 
simpler to more complex forms. Evolving 
may occur along one linear path or along 
several paths at the same time. 

Free thinker: An individual who 
does not accept any religious doctrine 
or truth and believes only what human 
reason can establish. 

Humanist: An individual who rejects 
the supernatural and focuses on the dig­
nity and worth of each individual and his 
or her capacity to reach his or her poten­
tial and best self through reason. 

Naturalist: An individual who be­
lieves everything has an explanation in 
nature. Naturalists who allow for God 
or another supernatural reality to serve 
as the only satisfactory explanation for 
some element in reality insist that the 
laws governing nature must not be in­
terfered with, but must remain constant­
ly in force. 

Secularist: An individual who is 
either indifferent to or rejects the role 
of religion in any discussion or area of 
inquiry. 

Moore, longtime Kentucky Baptist 
disaster relief leader, to step down 

Louisville-After more than 20 years of 
service with the Kentucky Baptist disaster 
relief ministry, volunteer Harold Moore is 
stepping down from his role as state feed­
ing coordinator. 

Moore, who has served as state feeding 
coordinator during most of his 20 years 
with DR, was "one of the people who first 
got involved in Kentucky Baptist disaster re­
lief and helped shape the ministry for the 
future," said KBC Disaster Relief Associate 
Coy Webb, noting that the ministry was 
first formed in 1984. 

"I want to commend Harold for his long­
time commitment and service to disas­
ter relief," Webb stated. "His leadership is 
much of the reason that Kentucky Baptists 
have continued to grow in disaster relief 
and that Kentucky Baptist disaster relief is 
recognized as providing outstanding minis­
try to those suffering in disaster." 

Under Moore's leadership, Kentucky 

Baptist disaster relief was able to "great­
ly expand its equipment and enhance our 
ability to minister effectively," Webb not­
ed. Moore also has served on chainsaw and 
mud-out teams, and was instrumental in 
recruiting new disaster relief volunteers 
during his two decades of service. 

Moore served in many of the major disas­
ters to which Kentucky Baptists have been 
called to respond, including Hurricane 
Hugo in North Carolina in 1989, Hurricane 
Andrew in Florida in 1992, the Sept. 11 ter­
rorist attacks in New York in 2001, Hurri­
cane Katrina along the Gulf Coast in 2005, 
and last year, Hurricane Gustav in Louisi­
ana and Hurricane Ike in Texas. 

Moore "had a real passion for disaster 
relief and was a very faithful volunteer," 
Webb noted. 

Webb said Moore will continue to serve 
as part of the Baptist Men on Mission Steer­
ing Committee. 
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'Find It Here' prayer emphasis 

September is the launch time for the "Find It Here" 
prayer emphasis. The goal is to prayerwalk every street, road 
and lane in Kentucky. The specific responsibility is to pray 
for every home and every person that you may see. 

Partners in 
the Mission 

Assignments have been made in most 
associations for each church to have an 
assigned area for prayerwalking this 
fall and gospel distribution next spring. 
It will be a blessing if some homes are 
prayed for many times, but we want to 
make sure none are omitted. 

The excitement for "Find it Here" is 
growing across the state. Many church­
es placed their orders for the gospel dis­
tribution bags and brochures last week 
through their associations. I have heard 

By Bill Mackey of churches ordering 5,000, and even up 
to 10,000, bags and gospel presentations. 

Baptist associations are providing primary leadership for 
this major evangelism emphasis, with support from the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention and North American Mission 
Board. 

I have seen the excitement personally as I have had the 
privilege to be in several annual associational meetings re­
cently. I have been impressed with the presentations, train­
ing and inspirational challenges. 

In the Breckinridge Association's annual meeting, new 
Director of Missions David Stovall brought a wonderful mes­
sage from Nehemiah. He recounted how Nehemiah was bro­
ken in prayer over the conditions that he discovered in Je­
rusalem and then led the people to rebuild the city's walls. 
Specific areas were assigned to families and because the 
people had a mind to work, God enabled them to accom­
plish the goal. 

Bracken Association saw a large crowd attend for train­
ing and inspiration at Colesburg Baptist Church recently. 
Conferences included Prayerwalking, Witness Training, 
First Impressions and Follow Up/Assimilation. 

Director of Missions Bill Bolt has challenged the church­
es to double their baptisms and to conduct a joint baptism 
seryice with hundreds following Christ \n baptism. He is 
praying for God to do a mighty work in the churches. 

Boones Creek Association's annual meeting at the First 
Baptist Church of Irvine was full of moving reports and in­
formation about "Find It Here." Shad Tibbs, pastor of Reid 
Village Baptist Church, brought the closing message there 
with a word from God based on Matthew 13:57-58, "And he 
did not many mighty works there because of their unbe­
lief." 

Each person in attendance had been given a grain of 
corn when they entered the sanctuary. Then in the conclu­
sion of his sermon, Shad said that if planted carefully, each 
grain would produce a 1,600-fold harvest (two ears of ap­
proximately 800 grains each). Tibbs challenged each person 
to bring his or her grain of corn to the altar and to pray that 
they would live the gospel and plant the seed of the gospel 
lovingly for a great harvest of souls. 

Bill Mackey is executive director of the Kentucky Baptist Convention 
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New consultant has heart cry for missions ed 
"I'm glad that I'm an RA. There's nothing I'd rath­

er be. Ifl wasn't an RA ... I don't lmow what I'd 
be." Though the missions organization you in­

serted in the lyric may have differed, chances are, if 
you went to a Baptist camp as a kid, you may have seen 
this skit at one time or another. For me, however, the 
refrain is more than just a humorous act, the words in­
tone a personal testimony. 

Through participating in Royal Am­
bassadors and working as a counselor 
at a state Baptist camp, my journey 
into ministry began. Seeing countless 
boys make decisions for Christ, hear­
ing how God was at work in the lives 
of fellow staffers, and learning about 
missions experiences of numerous In­
ternational Mission Board workers had a profound ef­
fect. I sensed God's call and headed toward a Southern 
Baptist seminary to prepare for ministry as a Christian 
journalist. 

Understandably, I was elated when the KBC Admin­
istrative Committee recently took a significant step to 
promote the growth of Royal Ambassador chapters 
and other missions organizations across our state. The 
committee approved hiring a new consultant, Greta 
Wilson, whose specific assignment will be to assist 
churches in starting and strengthening missions edu­
cation for boys by providing training, resources and en­
couragement to local church leadership. 

Churches with RA organizations, according to Rob 
Carr of the North American Mission Board, have a 24 
percent higher rate of baptisms than churches with­
out RA programs. Last year, the number of men and 
boys enrolled in Baptist Men and RA programs across 
the Southern Baptist Convention jumped to 403,575, 
compared to 381,355 in 2007. Kentucky is among the 
top 10 states in the number of Baptist Men and RAs, 
with almost 13,650 involved. 

"It's easy to have a Royal Ambassadors program," 
coaxes Wilson. "Through RAs, boys are mentored by 
godly men, future church leaders are developed, fam­
ilies are added to the church, more people come to 
Christ, and more funds are given to the local church," 
she explains. "The Cooperative Program expands, and 
the Great Commission is taught through the strategy 
of Acts 1:8." 

Positive mission experiences as children and youth 
often lead them to participate in missions organiza­
tions as adults. "Missions education is the foundation 
for the Great Commission as it lays a solid bedrock of 
the importance of missions and missions giving as well 
as being a springboard in the lives of believers to hear 
God's calling to surrender themselves to a mission's 
calling," said Coy Webb, director of Kentucky Baptist 
Men on Mission. "Greta is playing a vital role in con­
necting churches, associations, and mission leaders to 
the Kingdom work that God is doing from Kentucky to 

the uttermost places. She is assisting them in finding 
resources to be successful in establishing missions as a 
priority in our local churches." 

Wilson, who is described by a former Sunday school 
teacher as "one of those precious people who came to 
know the Lord and has never gotten over it." exudes a 
love and enthusiasm for missions that is inspirational. 

Her own spiritual journey also is a tes­
timony of how God can use missions 
organizations to foster a call into mis­
sions service. Afler 

Thought Visited by FAITH teams from First 
Baptist Church of East Bernstadt on 
several occasions, she and her hus­

By Todd Deaton band. Ron, saw their 11-year old 
daughter accept Christ and be bap­

tized in 1999. "Watching her, in childlike faith, give 
her heart to the Lord increased the conviction of both 
my and my husband's hearts," Wilson said. They were 
baptized the following month. 

She quicldy became involved in ministries of her 
church, serving in various roles ranging from church 
clerk, Sunday school teacher, visitation coordinator 
and FAITH evangelism team leader to Woman's Mis­
sionary Union director, Mission Friends teacher, GA 
leader and vacation Bible school teacher. 

Not long after the 9/11 terrorist attack, Wilson 
watched a news report about some disaster relief 
workers wearing yellow shirts who were serving in 
New York City. When she discovered they were South­
ern Baptists, working under the auspices of the North 
American Mission Board, her interest in missions ser­
vice kicked in. That desire soon led her to the Web sites 
of the Kentucky Baptist Convention, the International 
Mission Board and the North American Mission Board, 
where she learned about the many missions resourc­
es and opportunities available to Southern Baptists. "I 
could not read or research enough about missions," 
Wilson recalls. 

After volunteering in various Christian service proj­
ects and missions efforts and leading missions educa­
tion activities at her home church and at other church­
es, Wilson sensed she was being called into missions. 
Soon after returning from a missions project with 
NOAH Rebuild-a partnership between New Orleans 
churches and associations, Louisiana Baptists and 
NAMB to help New Orleans rebuild after Hurricane Ka­
trina-and receiving disaster relief training through 
Baptist Men, s11e knew "these events were preparing 
me to answer this call." 

"My prayer is for a resurgence in missions educa­
tion," Wilson says. "My heart cry is to get Southern 
Baptists involved in missions, and to get adult leaders 
involved in the lives of children. 

"The end product," she affirms, "is godly men and 
women who are willing and ready to serve as the Lord 
leads them to do." 

Troubling events 
I found events described in the 

article, "Ky. Baptist congregation at 

pretenses. As a parent, I would be 
upset if a trusted adult invited my 
child to an event that turned out to 
be quite different from its billing. 

tions of his baptism, including the 
impact on his family? If he did not 
live in Cecilia, could not a referral 
have been made to a church closer 
to home? center of church-state de­

bate" troubling. 
News reports stated 

Robert Coffey's mom was 
upset because she under­
stood the boys were be­
ing "invited only to have 
a steak dinner and hear m 

In the day of cell 
phones and text messag­
ing, I wonder why some 
effort was not made to 
communicate with his 
mom. While her objec­
tion may not be a reason 
to deny him baptism, I 
have a hard time under­a motivational speaker." 

Was that the way the evening was 
presented to the boys? If her under­
standing of the invitation is accu­
rate, then it seems that while the 
coach "would not try ,to manipu­
late his players," he may be guilty 
of pulling a bait and switch. We do 
not ,do the cause of Christ any favor 
when we pull people into.evangelis­
tic events under less-than-honest 

standing why the rush to baptize 
in a vacuum of parental lmowledge 
and involvement. 

If Coffey made a profession of 
faith as a result of the service, why 
the rush to baptize, since we do 
not believe in baptismal regenera­
tion? Would it not have been bet­
ter to spend more time counsel­
ing the young man in the implica-

Finally, I am concerned about 
blaming the controversy on Sa­
tan. Based on what I read, it seems 
that if the coach, the church and 
those leading the event had han­
dled things differently, much of the 
ruckus could have been avoided. 

Jim Holladay 
Louisville 

Forum Disclaimer: Baptist Forum is provid­
ed as an opportunity for Kentucky Baptists to 
express their viewpoints on a variety of sub­
jects. Opinions expressed do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Western Recorder's editori­
al staff, its Board of Directors, or the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention. Letters should be no more 
than 300 words in length and will be edited for 
style, clarity and space. Letters must reflect a 
spirit of Christian charity and civility. 
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Sending a child off to college Note to my boss at the 1MB: 'Thank you, Dr. Rankin' 
By Scott Wigginton 

Sending our first child off to college this fall some­
how seems like volunteering to be a live organ donor. 
Even though I'm convinced it is the right thing to do, 

By Erich Bridges 
Dear Jerry Rankin: I knew this day would come, but I 

wasn't looking forward to it. 
You're retiring next summer as president of the Interna­

a denominational bureaucrat but a revolutionary. As a field 
missionary who started out in an earlier era, you first had 
to revolutionize your own thinldng about missions. You em­
braced new strategies you once questioned and aggressively 

it hurts a lot inside and there is a part 
of a family that is forever gone. 

tional Mission Board. When you made the an­
nouncement, I thought back to the days lead­
ing up to your election 16 years ago. 

FIRST PERSON 
spread them throughout a global enterprise. 

You declared that the International Mis­

Gone are the days when we enter 
the church needing five seats; four 
is enough, but seems somehow in­
complete. Gone are the opportuni­
ties for playing doubles in tennis and 
making someone serve as ball (boy or 

girl); now everyone gets to play ... but one. The neigh­
borhood is missing its cutest walker. The driveway 
is missing a car. Hope and Caleb are missing a cord 
in the strong rope of sibling solidarity. In the words 
of Edna St. Vincent Millay, "The presence of [her] ab­
sence is everywhere." 

Millay was writing about grief. But is not grief 
what many of us experience when we send a child off 
to college? Grief is about letting go. Grief is about los­
ing something. Grief is about longing and sadness. 

Taking time to sit in a young adult's room in the 
aftermath of her packing frenzy is an experience of 
being captured by bits and pieces of18 years oflife to­
gether. Discarded jewelry that did not make the cut, 
wrappers from her favorite gum, pictures of good 
times together, a hair barrette, an old FCA Bible ... all 
remind me of a little girl who ran with reckless aban­
don to her daddy after her first day of kindergarten. 

Be reminded this fall that the depth of relation­
al grief does correlate to the height of relational joy, 
that the emptiness in a home does bespeak some­
thing of the fullness of a heart, and that the Father is 
always about His business of calling a broken parent's 
heart back to Him. 
Scott Wigginton is associate professor of pastoral ministries and 
counseling at Campbellsville University and minister of counseling 
at Campbellsville Baptist Church. 

At the time, you said you felt "inadequate to the task." 
You were reluctant to tal<e on the gargantuan job ofleading 
the largest evangelical missionary-sending agency. 

Today, I want to thank you for stepping up and taldng 
the heat, even when it hurt. For spending countless nights 
away from home in dodgy airplanes and dingy Third World 
airports. For attending innumerable meetings. For preach­
ing thousands of mission messages to churches at home. 
And for walking beside thousands of missionaries and 
Christian servants in some of the darkest places on earth. 

More than that, thank you for being a disciplined and vi­
sionary leader from day one. 

I've never heard you speak to an audience or congrega­
tion without using these three words: "a lost world." Not 
once. I got tired of hearing it-until I realized it wasn't a 
phrase but a consuming passion within you. The fact that 
so many millions of people have yet to hear the name of Je­
sus Christ actually breaks your heart. 

By far the biggest challenges 1MB missionaries and staff 
have faced during your tenure have involved not conven­
tion politics or economic difficulties but the "main thing": 
How do we reach a lost world with the saving gospel of Je­
sus Christ? As a leader, you have never taken your eye off 
that all-important task, given to us by the Lord Himself in 
Matthew 28:19: "Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations ... " 

All nations, not just the ones that are open, friendly or 
willing to grant missionary visas. And not just all "nations" 
as we understand them in the political sense, but all peo­
ples-in all their staggering cultural, ethnic and linguistic 
variety. That is how God sees the world, and He wants all the 
peoples of the world to worship Him in spirit and truth. 

The magnitude of that command led you to become not 

BCM students eagerly picking up Great Commission torch 
By Keith Inman 

I spent 16 years under the influence of First Baptist 
Church, Murray. This church was the birthplace of the Co­
operative Program, and being a Great Commission church 
is part ofher DNA. When I was a student at Murray State in 
the 1970s, the influence of two pastors resonated Sunday 
after Sunday from the pulpit. Richard Walker, a mission­

the uttermost parts of the earth for the sake of His name. 
Richard•. Karley", Cheryl*, and Katie• are all former 

BCM students in Kentucky. They are Great Commission 
Christians passionately seeking the face of God and de­
claring His heart for the nations. 

Richard's campus minister met with him for three 
years in a one-on-one discipleship/mentoring relation­

ary to Brazil. preached himself back to the 
land that captured his passion. FAITH ON CAMPUS 

ship. His campus minister took him to 
Southeast Asia for a summer. Richard had 
been active in the international ministry Bill Whitaker came to First Baptist just 

as Southern Baptist's were launching Bold Mission Thrust, 
and in a few short years, he was packing up his family and 
heading off to the Philippines. 

The list is long of those of us who received the voca­
tional call to ministry under the Great Commission influ­
ence at Murray. 

The special relationship that existed between the local 
church and the BCM nurtured the serious call of what it 
meant to be a follower of Jesus and our responsibility to be 
Great Commission Christians. 

The powerful combination of the local church and 
the Baptist Campus Ministry is a tremendous force for 
the Great Commission Resurgence being heralded today. 
More students than ever before are responding to the op­
portunity to assist our missionaries in proclaiming the 
gospel. The mission experience morphs into a mission life­
style and after graduation, you find former students living 
a life on mission, whether in their stateside communities 
or on foreign soil. 

Approximately half of the students involved in the Ken­
tucky BCM are not Baptist. They are drawn to our ministry 
for a variety of reasons: strong discipleship, worship, evan­
gelism. Christian community. However, one of the prima­
ry reasons is missions. Southern Baptists offer a chance of 
experiencing God that occurs uniquely through being on 
mission, whether it is on the university campus or the dry 
plains of Africa. 

Our students are challenged with these statements: 1) 
Only one in 100 people their age have the opportunity to 
experience higher education. This makes U.S. students the 
most educated group in the world. 2) The U.S. student has 
access to the most wealth in the world. 3) The Christian 
student professes a faith that many in the world have yet 
to hear. When you combine these factors and infuse the 
power, presence, and passion of Christ, you have a genera­
tion of students compelled to go-and many times stay in 

on campus. His love for God's word and his ability to share 
dearly with international students led to a three-year ap­
pointment as a Journeyman. He is enrolled seminary with 
plans to return as a career missionary. 

•Karley's heart was nurtured for the mission field by 
her family and home church in Louisville. On the cam­
pus, a special award was named in her honor, recogniz­
ing her love and service to people. Her campus minister 
said, "When I think of Karley, I thinl< of a young woman 
whose heart broke for the world and for people who did 
not know Christ. Her attitude expressed this every day." 
After multiple mission experiences to Southeast Asia, Kar­
ley now serves in that region. 

•Cheryl comes from a strong family committed to 
faith. Her giftedness has granted her the ability to relate 
to a wide range of people. She is always meeting new peo­
ple and is well known in a variety of segments on campus. 
Her faith compelled her to be involved on the university 
campus and on the plains of Africa. 

Katie is our semester missionary at Northern Kentucky 
University, awaiting appointment as a USC-2 missionary. 
Her multiple mission trips and experiences in South Af­
rica have made her heart sensitive to God's call and pas­
sion for declaring His name to the nations. Wherever Ka­
tie is, she talks mission, encouraging students to seriously 
commit themselves to seizing this moment to engage the 
world with the gospel. 

Last year, approximately $495,530 was spent on mis­
sion experiences through the BCM ministry of Kentucky. 
To the best of our knowledge, 2,513 conversions were wit­
nessed by BCM students serving on mission. There were 
2,595 separate mission experiences by BCM students. At 
least 293 students came to Christ on the university cam­
pus. This is the generation to whom we will pass the Great 
Commission torch. Let the resurgence begin. 

•Names changed for security reasons. 

sion Board would no longer talk about reach­
ing the whole world while sending missionaries only to part 
ofit. Rather, we would mobilize Southern Baptists and oth­
er Great Commission-minded Christians to do whatever it 
takes to plant churches among every unreached, unevange­
lized and unengaged people group. 

In a day when people demand hands-on involvement, 
you declared we would move beyond simply sending mis­
sionaries. Instead, we would make local churches-regard­
less of their size-full strategic partners in the task of global 
missions. That is their biblical role, after all. something of­
ten forgotten in the age of professional missions. 

It's not always easy working with a revolutionary-espe­
cially one who advocates continuous revolution in pursuit 
of a grand vision. You have initiated two major 1MB reorga­
nizations and many smaller ones. Missionary and staff as­
signments have changed and changed again. Strongly held 
beliefs about mission methods have been repeatedly chal- • 
lenged. Comfort zones have been abolished. 

A large, traditional mission board now embraces new 
and even experimental strategies to impact lostness. An or­
ganization once known for going it alone now aggressive­
ly pursues mission partners overseas and church partners 
at home. I believe 1MB is more relevant than ever to people 
who seriously want to reach the nations. 

Thank you for being passionate and not just talking 
about it. Thank you for taking spiritual warfare seriously. 
Thank you for being obsessed-in a holy way-with a lost 
world. 

When a reporter asked about your legacy, you responded: 
"I would like to be able to say, 'We can no longer identify a 
people group that doesn't have access to the gospel.' To me, 
that's the essence of what we're about." 
Erich Bridges is global correspondent for the International Mission Board 

Grace giving or pocketbook living 
By Doug Strader 

Recently a member shared with me that a statement 
that I had made during our stewardship emphasis was 

true from his perspective: Tithing is a 
heart issue and not a pocketbook issue. 
He had grown up in a very conserva­
tive rural church where tithing was nei­
ther taught nor practiced. People gave 
enough for the church to pay her bills, 
but nothing more. That is quite a con­
trast to the way the Macedonians gave 

according to the Apostle Paul. 
How did the Macedonians give? In the eighth chapter 

of Second Corinthians Paul describes their giving philos­
ophy to the offering he was receiving for the Jerusalem 
Christians. 

■ He described their giving as the grace of God. 
■ They were in a severe test of affliction. 
■ They had an abundance of joy. 
■ They were in extreme poverty. 
■ They had an overflowing wealth of generosity. 
■ They gave beyond their means. 
■ They did it of their own free will. 
■ Paul said that they even begged for the privilege of 

giving to the saints in Jerusalem. 
■ Before the Macedonians gave of their resources, 

they first gave themselves to the Lord and then to Paul 
and his companions. 

Paul was writing to the Corinthian Christians, urging 
them to follow through on an earlier commitment they 
had made to the offering for the Jerusalem Christians. 
He was using the Macedonian example to inspire them. 

As you think about your giving to the Lord's work. 
how does it compare to the Macedonian example? Are 
you a grace giver, or do you give only what you think you 
can afford? Think about what the Lord has done for you, 
how you have been a recipient of His grace? Then com­
pare your giving with the grace He has given to you. 

Each Sunday when we worship through giving. it 
should please us to know that we have offered to God our 
best. As the words of the song say, "because I have been 
given much, I, too, must give." That is grace giving. 
Doug Strader, retired director of the Kentucky Baptist Convention's 
stewardship department, is pastor of Farmdale Baptist Church in 
Louisville. 



6 BAPTISTS ~tfRN--:;--.__, 
www.necorder.org 

September 22, 2009 

Rankin announces plans to retire as 1MB president in 20·1 O 
Continued from page 1 
helped plant nearly 27,000 churches and 
engage 101 new people groups for a total of 
1,190 engaged people groups worldwide. 

The move from tracking countries to 
focusing on people groups reveals anoth­
er area where Rankin worked to change 
the 1MB. Country counts faded during the 
past 10 years as the organization shifted to 
finding the best ways to engage new people 
groups and population centers. 

"I think moving us to a people-group fo­
cus helped us learn to innovate," he noted. 
"But probably the most radical innovation 
of all has been the process of moving us to a 
mobilization perspective." 

Unexpected direction 
Rankin and his wife, Bobbye, were ap­

pointed missionaries to Indonesia in June 
1970 where he served as a general evange­
list in two Indonesian locations. 

Rankin also consulted in evangelism 
and church growth in India, served as as­
sociate to the area director for South and 
Southeast Asia, and then as administrator 
for missions work in India. He became area 
director for Southern Asia and the Pacific 
where he oversaw the work of 480 mission­
aries in 15 countries. 

"I never anticipated that I would move 
beyond a niche where God had called us to 
serve as missionaries in Indonesia," Rankin 
recalled. 

"It made no sense for a field missionary 
who had been overseas for 23 years to be se­
lected over others who were far more quali­
fied and at a peak of controversy regarding 
control of leadership roles among South-

em Baptist Convention entities," he said. 
"I reluctantly accepted the role, not out 

of any desire for status or reputation and 
certainly not for a denominational admin­
istration role, but only to make the great­
est impact on reaching a lost world that my 
life could make. The motivation for accept­
ing this was only that same missionary call 
that carried us to Indonesia." 

Rankin said he sees that same sense of 
call uniting the organization's leadership 
teams, as well as in the emerging young 
leaders within the IMB's staff and mission­
ary force. He added that same spirit of unity 
rests within the current body of trustees. 

"Never in my experience have we had 
a board of trustees so unified, supportive 
and sensitive to the spiritual nature of our 
task," he said in his report. 

Rankin said this common vision is 
vital as the organization moves into the 
next phase of its history. 

"We have always been a missionary­
sending agency with unlimited capacity 
to send and support the missionaries being 
called out of our Southern Baptist church­
es," he pointed out. "That is no longer the 
case as appointments are being restricted 
and strategies must be changed to more 
effectively deploy and utilize limited num­
bers of personnel. 

"The next president must deal with eco­
nomic realities that will not permit us to 
presume upon unlimited financial resourc­
es as we have in the past. Southern Baptists 
are at a point of crisis in deciding whether 
to continue a bureaucratic legacy, support­
ing a comprehensive plethora of ministries 
and programs, or focus resources on fulfill-

1tt1.ere 
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1MB: Search committee named; contingency funds tapped 
Jacksonville, Fla.- Following word of In­

ternational Mission Board President Jer­
ry Rankin's retirement at the 1MB trust­
ee meeting last week, Kentucky pastor 
and trustee chairman Paul Chitwood an­
nounced the formation of a 15-member 
search committee to find Rankin's re­
placement. 

Jimmy Pritchard, pastor of First Bap­
tist Church of Forney, Texas, was tapped 
to chair the committee. Kentuckian Nor­
man Coe, a member of Highview Bap­
tist Church will serve as vice chairman, 
alongside Chitwood who also will serve 
on the search committee. 

"The task that falls now to us as trust­
ees of this board is indeed a weighty 
task," said Chitwood, pastor of First Bap­
tist Church of Mount Washington. "Ifwe 
measure what is significant based upon 
the potential to impact the Kingdom of 
God, then choosing the next president of 
the United States would pale in compari­
son to choosing the next president of the 
International Mission Board." 

In other business, 1MB treasurer David 
Steverson told trustees that more mis­
sionaries will be sent this year than origi­
nally planned, thanks to special offerings 

ing the Great Commission." 
Rankin added that the 1MB stands on 

the verge of unprecedented opportunities 
to complete the task of engaging every na­
tion, people and language with the gospel. 

"We need a leader who can identify with 

collected by Southern Baptists. 
In May, trustees were forced to reduce 

missionary appointments because of a 
shortfall in funding from the Coopera­
tive Program and Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering. The appointment of 69 long­
term candidates and some 350 short­
term candidates waiting to serve on the 
mission field was delayed. Now, about 25 
of those 69 long-term candidates will be 
added to a group of 37 already slated for 
appointment in November. 

Despite Southern Baptists' generosity, 
Steverson cautioned trustees that IMB's 
financial situation remains serious. Call­
ing the budget shortfall a "crisis," he said 
IMB would, for the first time in its his­
tory, be forced to dip into contingency 
funds in order to balance the budget. 

Steverson said 1MB will close the bud­
get gap by drawing the $7.5 million from 
its contingency funds. He acknowledged 
this is not a long-term solution to de­
creased giving, but said he believes the 
economic crisis warrants such action. 

"Since we first established a contin­
gency reserve some 60 years ago, tl1is will 
be the first time we have used it for our 
benefit," Steverson noted. (BP) 

the next generation, one who has credibil­
ity to mobilize Southern Baptists, creative 
vision to implement new strategies and 
faith to provide the spiritual leadership 
that will keep us aligned with the mission 
ofa sovereign God." (BP) 

172nd KBC Annual Meeting 
Noventber 10, 2009 

Severns Valley Baptist Church 

Make plans 
now to attend! 

Elizabethtown, Kentucky 

Elizabethtown Accommodation Information 
• Hotels listed below are located at exit #94 off 1-65 (see map detail for locations). 

SEVERNS VALL 
• Messengers are responsible for reserving their own accommodations. 
•To receive blocked room rates, mention the Kentucky Baptist Convention 
at time of reservation and be sure to make your reservation by the deadline. 
(Group numbers are also listed if available and can be referenced if requested.) 

• Elizabethtown is on Eastern Time. 
•Rates do not include the 10.24% Elizabethtown hotel tax. 
•All hotels offer a complimentary continental breakfast. 
•All rooms are non-smoking and have free high-speed Internet access. 

1. Comfort Suites 4. Hampton Inn* 
215 Commerce Drive 1035 Executive Drive 
270.360.0088 270.765.6663 
$84.99 flat rate (kings, queens) $89 flat rate 
Reservation deadline: October 26 Reservation deadline: October 20 

Group #: 126489 S. Holiday Inn Express & Suites* 
2. Comfort Inn 107 Buffalo Creek Drive 

2009 North Mulberry 270.769.1334 
270.765.4166 $99 flat rate (doubles) 
$76.49 flat rate (kings, queens) Reservation deadline: October 26 
Free USA Today 
Refrigerator & microwave in room 
Reservation deadline: October 8 
Group#: 100093 

3. Fairfield Inn* 
1031 Executive Drive 
270.769.1440 
$89 flat rate (kings, doubles) 
Reservation deadline: October 20 

6. LaQuinta Inns and Suites 
210 Commerce Drive 
270.765.4747 
$79.99 rate (kings, queens) 
Reservation deadline: October 26 

* These hotels have blocked only 
a limited number of rooms. 

CHUR, 
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Severns Valley Baptist Church 
1100 Ring Road-Elizabethtown, KY 42701 

www.severnsvalley.org 

~&K; 
--- For more information, visit www.kybaptist.org/annua/meeting 

or contact the KBC Communications Department: 
502.489.3578 1866.489.3578 1 Denise.Withers@kybaptist.org 
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SMILE 
Evaluation time at camp 
There is always room for 
improvement at Crossings 

At the conclusion of each sum-
mer comes a thorough and ex­
haustive self-evaluation of camp. 
This actually is one of my favor­

• The addition of targeted high 
school and gender specific activ­
ities. 

• New and expanded worship 
space at both properties. 

• Expanded dining space. 

ite times of the year as we 
seek to identify areas to 
improve, change or even 
eliminate. 

Ky. Baptist 
Assemblies 

There even are several other 
areas of improvements 
that will be implemented 
prior to 2010. The beauty 
of self-evaluation is that 
it keeps ministries or in­
stitutions from having "sa­
cred cows." Change main­
tains relevancy for chang­
ing trends in churches and 
fosters an environment of 
creativity. 

There is something 
about having a challenge 
before us that personally 
energizes me. Challeng­
es provoke our staff mem­
bers to new levels of think­
ing. 

While we saw record 
numbers this year in ev­
erything from attendance 

As you visit Cedarmore 
David Melber or Jonathan Creek, we will 

to decisions, we still have plen­
ty of areas that we can improve 
upon for the coming year. 

As we completed the month of 
evaluation time, several key ad­
justments to the Crossings pro­
gram for 2010 are well underway. 
Changes that will be coming next 
years include: 

■ New adult Bible studies and 
youth pastor-equipping seminars. 

• Optional adult involvement 
in small group Bible study time. 

■ The addition of new small­
group space. 

■ A modified evening schedule 
to help protect church group 
time. 

always be interested in 
what goes well. However, we hon­
estly desire to know what does not 
meet your expectations. 

Please feel free to share your 
comments and concerns as we 
seek to be the best possible stew­
ards of these properties for the 
purpose of reaching a lost world. 

David Melber is president of Kentucky 
Baptist Assemblies. Contact him at 
Box 99918, Louisville, KY 42069-0918; 
phone (502) 491-7000. 

Great Commission expansion 
Great Commission should 
include all that Jesus taught 

The Great Commission, the driv­
ing biblical text of Southern Bap­
tists and other evangelicals, needs 
resurgence according to conven­

my life on the Great Commission 
were that disciples are to learn to 
mal<e more disciples-period. That 
is what discipleship meant, other 
than no smoking, drinking, playing 
cards, dancing, etc. The Great Com­
mission was about soul winning 

tion leadership. We need 
to replenish the passion, 
reignite the zeal and in­
crease funding to do more 
to spread the gospel. 

Sunrise 
Children's 
Services 

with little, if any, focus on 
life saving. 

Is soul winning all Jesus 
taught the 12? What else 
did Jesus teach His disci­
ples and where did He take 
them? 

I will not argue with 
providing more of the 
gospel for more people 
in more places . However, I 
do think we need a broad­
er view of the Great Com­
mission than we tradi­
tionally have. 

Jesus took the disciples 
not only to the lost sheep 
oflsrael but to the hurting 
sheep of Israel as well. He 
got his hands dirty caring 
for the downtrodden. 

The text in Matthew 28: Bill Smithwick He literally and spiritu­
18-20, is clear that we are 
to "go and make disciples of all na­
tions, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit." We are going and 
baptizing. Going and baptizing de­
fines Southern Baptists. 

Then the text says we are to be 
about "teaching them to obey ev­
erything I have commanded you." 
I grew up hearing much more em­
phasis on the "going and baptiz­
ing" than "making disciples" and 
"teaching them to obey everything 
I have commanded you." 

The sermons, lessons, lectures 
and training I heard throughout 

ally touched lepers, the de­
mon-possessed, the terminally ill, 
the dead, old people, young people, 
children, Jews and Gentiles. He put 
his reputation on the line by din­
ing with the likes of Zacchaeus and 
partying with sinners. He even took 
time for kids and commanded the 
disciples to do the same. 

Should not all Jesus taught and 
commanded us to do be part of the 
Great Commission? I do believe this 
part of the Great Commission espe­
cially needs a resurgence. 
Bill Smithwick is president of Sunrise 
Children's Services. Contact Sunrise at 
(502) 538-1000 or www.sunrise.org 
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For Heaven's Sake 

You SAY rHi:: 
CAS5~ROL..E YOU 

BAKED WAS 
BIBLICAL.LY 
INSPIRED, 

Ms. LYDIA1---.,. 

Preacher's Kids 
HURRY AND GET 

READY GUYS! IF YOU DON'T 
G€T A MOVE ON WE:U... 
_8E LA TE FOR CJ.4URCH! 

WOW! THAT'S GREAT FOR 
YOU TO Be SO EXCITED 

ABOUT GOING TO CHURCH. 

Bible Crosswords 
Across 
1 "Call me not Naomi, call me 

_ .. (Ruth 1 :20) 
5 Bunch of bubbles 
9 Paramedic's report (abbr.) 
12 "The slaughter of Midian at the 

rock of_ .. (Isaiah 10:26) 
13 "Every_ word that men 

shall speak, they shall give 
account" (Matthew 12:36) 

14 There's the_ 
15 "She .. . began to_ his feet 

with tears" (Luke 7:38) 
16 Burden 
17 Compass dir. 
18 "Let us build us a city and 
_, whose top may reach 
unto heaven" (Genesis 11 :4) 

20 Lets off fumes 
22 Ship to_ 
24 Team __ , Olympics 

competitor 
25 Attitude 
26 Has 
29 "It shall be even given thee 

to the_ of the kingdom" 
(Esther 5:3) 

33 Creative concept 
35 "I will send a_, saying, 

Go, find the arrows" 
(1 Samuel 20:21) 

36 Golden calf, for one 
37 More is 
38 Telegram word 
40 United 
41 Ram's mate 
43 Captured, in a way 
45 Lion's portion 
48 "What is the chaff to the ?" 

(Jeremiah 23:28) 

Last week's solution 

© 1999 Barbour Publishing 

50 Require effort 
51 "He himself stayed in __ 

for a season" (Acts 19:22) 
53 Become bored 
56 Linking verb 
57_stop 
58 "Whatsoever shall be given 

you in that __ , that speak 
ye" (Mark 13:11) 

59 Affirmative 
60 Overeat, almost 
61 Dagger 

Down 
1 Weekend job, for many 
2 Son of Jether 

(1 Chronicles 7:38) 
3 Gives new life, as the Lord 
4 "Him shall the people curse, 

nations shall -· him" 
(Proverbs 24:24) 

5 Rank's partner 
6 Scent 
7 In the manner of 
8 "Thy kingdom is divided, and 

_given to the __ and the 
Persians" (Daniel 5:28) 

9 Three (Ger.) 
10 Fire 
11 Fortas and others 
19 Where one surfs 
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I DON'i HAVE 
THE HEART TO 
TELL HIM IT'S 

PIZZA AND 
PUTT-PUTT 
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By Evelyn Boyington 

21 Mother, hello (abbr.) 
22 "Strengthen their mast, they 

could not spread the __ .. 
(Isaiah 33:23) 

23 " __ us from the face of him 
that sitteth on the throne" 
(Revelation 6:16) 

24 Cancel; annul 
27 In addition 
28 Partake 
30 "Ye have received the Spirit of 

__ , whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father" (Romans 8:15) 

31 Single 
32 "Then all the disciples forsook 

him, and __ .. 
(Matthew 26:56) 

34 Tribe of Israel (var.) 
39 __ millennialism 
42 Becomes useless, with "out" 
44 Vows 
45 "None can _ _ his hand" 

(Daniel 4:35) 
46 Unclean animal 

(Leviticus 11 :6) 
47 Cutting tools 
48 Knew; learned (arch.) 
49 "_ the evil" (Amos 5:15) 
52 Aegean, for one 
54 Regret 
55 Poetic contraction 
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LifeWay execs report solid ministry 
results in uncertain economic times 
By Rob Phillips 
Life Way Christian Resources 

Ridgecrest, N.C.-2009 will be an uncommonly 
good year in ministry for LifeWay Christian Re­
sources, but the economic downturn will contin­
ue to challenge the organization in 2010. 

That's the report executives from LifeWay gave 
trustees at their semiannual meeting Sept. 14-15 
at Ridgecrest Conference Center near Asheville, 
N.C. 

LifeWay President Thom Rainer told trustees 
that despite widespread despair across the coun­
try, the people of God have great hope and should 
seize this opportunity to move forward in minis­
try. Drawing from Jeremiah 29, in which the ex­
iles of Judah had lost hope of returning home, 
Rainer said there always is hope for God's people. 
"There is no such thing as no hope when your 
hope is in God," he said. 

Chief Financial Officer Jerry Rhyne provided 
a candid appraisal of the business outlook. "The 
economy is a mess, and 38 percent of the nation's 
chief financial officers do not expect the recovery 
to begin until at least April of 2010," he noted, 
adding that consumer confidence continues to 
wane and U.S. executives worry most about being 
able to forecast results. 

Despite that gloomy outlook, Rhyne said Life­
Way's financial health is good, citing a strong bal­
ance sheet, no debt, a strong and diverse custom­
er base, and other key factors. 

"LifeWay is a ministry funded by a business 
model," Rhyne explained, "but that model needs 
to be adjusted from time to time." For example, 
Life Way has budgeted no salary increases for 2010 
and is holding the line on prices for most litera­
ture to help struggling churches. 

"It's important for Southern Baptists to know 
that LifeWay has never received Cooperative Pro­
gram dollars," Rhyne pointed out. "In addition, 
LifeWay is self-supporting, and we invest a signif­
icant amount in ministries at home and around 

Last again! 
Oneida runner's determination proves 
winning is not the most important thing 

Our school has few policies that I am more 
proud of than our co-curricular policies. A long 
time ago we were like most schools-you could 
try out for a team, but if your skills were not rela­
tively good, you may not make the team. Now we 
do not "cut" athletes for lack of ability. Admit­

PRESIDENT'S REPORT Thom Rainer, president of Lite­
Way Christian Resources, delivers his report to trustees 
Sept. 14 at Ridgecrest Conference Center in North Caro­
lina. (Photo by Kent Harville) 

the world." 
Rhyne also reported that the economic slow­

down has impacted the conference centers. Min­
istry groups still are coming, but are bringing 
fewer people, he explained. Even so, major ren­
ovations and new construction at Ridgecrest and 
Glorieta-most recently the new Johnson Spring 
Convention Center at Ridgecrest-have created 
high value venues that are attracting new min­
istries, he said. 

Glorieta is preparing to implement its new op­
erational model in October. The conference cen­
ter will remain open all year but will focus on 
smaller ministries and events during the winter 
months. "We think this new operational model 
will help ensure the continued year-round opera­
tion of the Glorieta ministry in a challenging eco­
nomic environment," he noted. 

The camps at Ridgecrest have defied the eco­
nomic downturn, Rhyne added. There was record 
camp attendance this year, resulting in the fifth 
consecutive year of camp revenue growth. 

der to make the last lap around the field, the offi­
cial asked one of our coaches if we wanted to let 
her stop and not complete the last lap. I was hap­
py when he replied, "No. If you don't mind, please 
let her run the whole course." Some 24 minutes 
after the runner before her crossed the finish 
line, she finally completed the course. 

I can't tell you why she puts herself though 
this punishment. Running obviously is a chal­

lenge for her, but she is a part of our team tedly, we may have been a little lenient 
by making room for some students to be 
part of a team even if they would nor­
mally have been cut. Over the years, I 
have seen many boys and girls active­
ly take part in one of our teams when 
anyone could quickly tell these students 

This is Oneida and she certainly has earned the right to 
run. Undoubtedly she knew she was the 
last runner, but as she passed us she kept 
that determined look and ran on. 

lacked any real skill. 
I recently attended an away cross 

country meet. Our OBI runners and 
coaches knew that one particular young 
lady was not a good runner; she has a W.F. Underwood 

After another recent meet, a coach 
from one of the other teams sent this 
e-mail to our coach: "I wanted to com­
mend one of your runners for her excel­
lent sportsmanship at the Owsley meet. 
One of my runners ran with her most of 
the race and was having a difficult time 
finishing. Your girl was very encouraging form of cerebral palsy that can be easily 

noticed when she runs or walks. This is her first 
year to run cross country but she has been on 
our track team for three years. 

In a cross country meet, several runners 
usually cross the finish line two or three min­
utes apart. Little by little the others cross the 
line, sometimes up to 10 minutes behind the 
first runners. Then, in every race I have ever at­
tended, there is that last runner. I admit that I 
get just a little impatient waiting for that last 
one, especially if it is one of our students. In the 
race I attended recently, we waited patiently for 
what we thought was the last runner, but when 
that person crossed the line, I realized one of 

and positive with her. I greatly appreciated it and 
wanted to commend your leadership in training 
such fine student-athletes. She's definitely a spe­
cial gal and I appreciate her enthusiasm more 
than you know. Her encouragement meant more 
to my kid than anything I could've said or done." 
The girl this coach was commending was our CP 
girl. 

We all like to win, and most athletes do not 
compete only to lose. But as we all know, many 
different experiences in life provide opportuni­
ties to learn. Winning is important, but there are 
things more important than winning. 

our runners had not yet come in. It was our girl WF. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
with CP. Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida 

Since this young lady had to run past us in or- school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org 
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Aradhna 
INDIAN WORSHIP MUSIC 

September 29, 2009 • 7:30pm 
Alumni Chapel • (Doors open at 7pm) 

THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

2825 Lexington Road • Louisville, Ky 40280 

Tickets: 
General Admission $5, Students $3 

www.sbts.edu/events 

Making connections 
Associational meetings offer 
time to interact and share 

The beginning of the fall season 
is a busy time for all of us involved 
in Baptist life. This time of year 
there is a lot of activity throughout 
state conventions with annual asso- • 

ing associational meetings and 
sharing about the work of our ex­
cellent agencies and institutions. 

As president of one of your 
Christian educational institutions, 
I would like to say "thank you" to 
Kentucky Baptists for your cooper­
ative giving that enables all of our 

ciational meetings. I recent­
ly attended two association­
al meetings and look for­
ward to attending three up­
coming meetings at Green­
up, Wayne County and Lib­
erty Baptist associations. 

Clear Creek 
Chronicle 

agencies and institutions 
to fulfill the mission that 
God has given each of us. 

Thank you, Kentucky 
Baptists, for allowing me 
time in your associational 
meetings to share specif­
ically with you how your 
cooperative giving impacts 
Kingdom work through 
Clear Creek Baptist Bible 
College. Your cooperative 

I was privileged to at­
tend the Russell County 
Baptist associational meet­
ing where Danny With­
ers serves as director of 
missions. I was proud as I 
watched Clear Creek alum­

Donnie Fox giving is a lifeline for us. 

nus Jeff Kerr, pastor of Friendship 
Baptist Church in Russell Springs, 
moderate the session. It is always 
a joy to watch our alumni get in­
volved in their local associations. 

I also was privileged to attend 
Grayson County Baptist Associa­
tion's meeting where Paul Childers 
serves as moderator. I was encour­
aged by the high attendance at both 
of these meetings. 

For me personally, these annual 
meetings are a great time to fellow­
ship, connect and share with fellow 
Kentucky Baptists. One of my favor­
ite parts of my position is getting to 
travel around our great state visit-

Through your support, we 
are able to keep our tuition at the 
lowest level of any Southern Bap­
tist college offering a fully accred­
ited bachelor's degree in ministry. 
Your giving amounts to about one­
fifth of our total budget. We could 
not do what we do without you. 

Thank you Kentucky Baptists for 
all you do for us. I look forward to 
seeing you at future associational 
meetings for a time of fellowship, 
connecting and sharing. 
Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek 
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek 
Road, Pineville, KY 40977; toll-free: 
(866) 340-3196; Web site: www. 
ccbbc.edu; e-mail: dfox@ccbbc.edu 
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Senator's health bill at odds with Obama pledge, pro-lifers say 
By Michael Foust 

Washington-A health care plan intro­
duced Sept. 16 by U.S. Sen. Max Baucus 
would cover elective abortions and con­
tains many of the same problems found in 
the leading House bill, pro-life leaders con­
tend. 

Baucus, a Democrat from Montana who 
is chairman of the Senate Finance Commit­
tee, released his mud1-anticipated plan one 
week after President Obama pledged that 
"no federal dollars will be used to fund 
abortions" in any plan he supports. 

But Baucus' 223-page bill explicitly lays 
out a plan for abortion coverage, and crit­
ics say it uses federal funds to pay for the 
procedures. 

The bill is being debated in the Senate 
Finance Committee and Republicans are 
pledging to offer amendments explicitly 
prohibiting abortion coverage. 

"There are still some serious outstand­
ing issues that have yet to be resolved," 
Sen. Chuck Grassley, R.-Iowa, said in a state­
ment. "Like preventing taxpayer funding of 
abortion services." 

Douglas Johnson, legislative director for 
the National Right to Life Committee, said 
in a statement regarding the House bill and 
the Baucus bill: "These bills are not consis­
tent with President Obama's Sept. 9 claim 

that 'no federal dollars will be used to fund 
abortions."' 

Baucus' plan does not include a govern­
ment-backed public option, which has been 
a source of controversy in the House bill be­
cause of its method of funding abortion. 
But the Baucus bill nevertheless provides 
for abortion coverage. For example: 

■ The bill allows tax credits and cost­
sharing subsidies for lower-income individ­
uals to be used to purchase private insur­
ance plans that pay for elective abortions. 
It requires the insurance companies to seg­
regate their internal funds and not use fed­
eral dollars to pay for the abortions. Crit­
ics call the stipulation an accounting gim­
mick. 

■ The bill requires that each area of the 
country offering an insurance exchange 
provide at least one plan that pays for elec­
tive abortions and one plan that does not. 

• It prevents private insurers from be­
ing required to cover elective abortions but 
leaves the door open to changing the poli­
cy if the Hyde Amendment is not renewed. 
The Hyde Amendment traditionally has 
been attached each year to the Health and 
Human Services appropriations bill to pre­
vent Medicaid from covering abortions ex­
cept in cases of rape, incest and to save a 
mother's life. It must be renewed each year 

to remain in effect, and many Democrats in 
Congress oppose it. 

Critics say much of the Baucus bill lan­
guage on abortion includes loopholes that 
would further relax the abortion policy if 
the Hyde Amendment is not renewed. 

The bill states: "Abortion cannot be a 
mandated benefit as part of a minimum 
benefits package except in those cases for 
which federal funds appropriated for the 
Department of Health and Human Servic­
es are permitted." That means if the Hyde 
Amendment is not renewed and HHS is al­
lowed to cover elective abortions through 
Medicaid, then private insurance compa­
nies could be forced to cover elective abor­
tions under a minimum benefits require­
ment. 

Pro-lifers maintain that any health care 
program should follow the lead of current 
law, which prevents the Federal Employees 
Health Benefits program-the insurance 
plan used by federal employees-from cov­
ering elective abortions. 

Johnson said the bill "contains an array 
of pro-abortion mandates and federal subsi­
dies for elective abortion." 

"National Right to Life strongly oppos­
es the legislation in its current form," he 
noted. "We will work in support of amend­
ments to eliminate the abortion mandates 

and federal abortion subsidies." 
The bill.Johnson added, "contains provi­

sions that would send massive federal sub­
sidies directly to both private insurance 
plans and government-chartered coopera­
tives that pay for elective abortion." 

Tony Perkins, president of the Family Re­
search Council, said the "accounting used 
in the bill is a matter of smoke and mir­
rors, since elective abortion is authorized 
for health plans receiving government sub­
sidies." 

"If President Obama is serious about 
preventing funding for abortion in health 
care reform, he should immediately sup­
port adoption of Democrat Rep. Bart Stu­
pak's amendment to exclude abortion 
from all health care reform legislation," 
Perkins said. "It's time for President Obama 
to stop the smoke and mirrors on abortion 
and health care and straightforwardly tell 
Congress to permanently exclude abortion 
coverage." 

A Rasmussen poll released Sept. 17 sug­
gested that 48 percent of likely voters be­
lieve any federally subsidized health care 
plan should prohibit abortion coverage. 
Another 13 percent believe it should cov­
er abortion and 32 percent believe it should 
have no requirement concerning abortion. 
(BP) 
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Groups seek repeal of federal grant rules 
Washington-Dozens of legal and religious 

groups have asked Attorney General Eric Holder 
to rescind a Bush-era memorandum they believe 
wrongly permitted a religious charity to receive 
federal grant money despite its policy of hiring 
only Christians. 

"TI1e OLC wrongly asserts that RFRA is 'rea­
sonably construed' to require that a federal 
agency categorically exempt a religious organi­
zation from an explicit federal nondiscrimina­
tion provision tied to a graht program," 1reads 
the letter signed by 58 organizations. 

Southern Heights Baptist Church, 3408 Clays MJJJ Rd., Lexington, Ky., 
would like to invite all former members, staff and friends to celebrate ivith us 

"50 Years of God's Faithfulness to Our Church," Sunday, Oct. 4, 2009, in the 
10:45 a.m. worsbip service. Special speaker will be former pastor Monty Carter, 
and the morning service will be followed by a fellowsbip meal and an afternoon 
celebration service. Please RSVP by calling the church office at (859) 223-5223. 

Pastors, church staff, treasurers, finance com.mittee 
members and other church leaders are invited to attend. 

$ I 5 per person 
Register at: 
www.kybaptist.org/generous 

502-489-3335 I 866-489-3335 

~XBC,t;:;, 
~ KENTUCKY BAl'TlST CONVEIITlON ,..,,.,,,,,_ 

Topics will include: 

• Financial trends 
■ Biblical insights 
■ Generosity teaching 
■ Estate stewardship 
• Personal stewardship 
■ And much more! 

Organizations such as Americans United for 
the Separation of Church and State and the Anti­
Defamation League told Holder in a Sept. 17 let­
ter that the 2007 memo from the Justice Depart­
ment's Office of Legal Counsel misinterpreted 
the 1993 Religious Freedom Restoration Act. 

The memo specifically referred to a $1.5 mil­
lion grant for a gang-reduction program of the 
Christian relief organization World Vision. 

In their letter, the organizations said the 
"overly broad and questionable interpretation 
of RFRA has been cited by other federal agencies 
and extended to other programs and grants." At issue is whether religious groups that re­

ceive federal grants are exempt from federal 
nondiscrimination employment law, or wheth­
er groups that make hiring decisions on faith 
should be eligible to receive federal funding at 
all. 

The groups asked for a review by the Obama 
administration and also requested a withdraw­
al of the memo. The Justice Department did not 
immediately respond to a request for comment. 
(RNS) 

Dr. Brian Kluth 
Stewardship Educator 

Former SBC president Page 
has low expectations for 
White House's faith office 

Minneapolis-Former Southern Baptist Convention Pres­
ident Frank Page said he doesn't expect much to result 
from the work of advisers to the White House's office deal­
ing with faith-based and community groups. 

"I believe that the policy recommendations that will 
come forth will be relatively innocuous, good, helpful," 
said Page, a member of the panel, Sept. 10 at the annu­
al meeting of the Religion Newswriters Association. He 
expects results to be not much more than "low-hanging 
fruit." 

"There will be good things, but nothing of great sub­
stance," Page said. 

Criticism and praise 
While Page has publicly disagreed with Obama on 

some issues, notably abortion, he nonetheless praised 
the president for his "responsible fatherhood" and pover­
ty initiatives, as well as his commitment not to fund abor­
tion under his proposed health care reforms. 

The pastor of First Baptist Church of Taylors, S.C., called 
himself the "resident fundamentalist" on the 25-member 
advisory panel that includes Christians, Jews, Muslims 
and a Hindu, as well as representatives of secular organiza­
tions. Despite "some serious disagreements" with Obama, 
Page said he prays for the president daily and is honored to 
be a member of the advisory council. (RNS) 



10 PEOPLE 
PRAYER PARTNERS 

Please pray for the 
following Kentucky 
Baptist missionaries 
and ministries: 

Free community meal 
ministry of Parkland 
Baptist Church in 
Louisville. A free hot 
meal is provided for 
the community on 
the last Thursday of 
each month when 
grocery money is 
running thin for most 
families. The church 
advertises through 
word of mouth, local 
community agencies 
and at the local 
unemployment office. 
Pray that their FAlTI-f­
trained volunteers will 
be effective in sharing 
Christ and leading 
others to a saving faith 
in Him. Pray that God 
will continue to provide 
the resources needed 
to meet the growing 
number of families in 
need. 

Mission Service Corps 
missionary Cathy 
Chinn of Hartford. 
Cathy is a Woman's 
Missionary Union 
mobilizer, connecting 
missions in action with 
women in Kentucky. 
Pray that women will 
become involved in 
missions in their state, 
North America and 
internationally. Pray 
for Cathy as she leads 
women's mission 
trips and serves as 
state WMU prayer 
coordinator. 

If you would like 
Kentucky Baptists to 
join in praying for a 
ministry of your church 
or association, please 
send the information to 
Eric Allen at EricAllen 
@KyBaptist.org or call 
(866) 489-3530. 

MOUNTAINS TO THE MISSISSIPPI 
COMPILED BY STAFF 

■ BREMEN-New Harmony Church 
will celebrate its 75th anniversary 
Sept. 27, 10:30 a.m. with Ronnie Siv• 
ells, KBC church development strat­
egist, as guest speaker. Dan Yeager 
is pastor. 
■ CADIZ-Ronnie Hooks recently re­
signed as pastor of Maple Grove 
Church. 
■ CAMPBELLSVILLE-Saloma Church 
will hold a joint worship service 
with First Church, Campbellsville, 
Sept. 27, 5 p.m. with First Church 
Pastor Daniel Shull as guest speaker. 
A fellowship time and potluck meal 
will precede the worship service. For 
more information, call (270) 789-
5520. John Chowning is pastor. 
■ FOREST HILLS-Longtime Kentucky 
Baptist pastor Sid COpley died Sept. 
1. He was 81. He served as pastor of 
Stone Church in Pike County for 39 
years until his retirement in 2000. He 
is survived by his wife, Joanna, three 
sons and two grandchildren. Funer­
al services were held Sept. 4 at First 
Church of Forest Hills. 
■ FORT MITCHELL-Fort Mitchell 
Church will celebrate its 85th anni­
versary Sept. 27, 9 a.m. with former 
pastor Jim Taulman as guest speak­
er. Musician and Christian comedi­
an Gary Greiser will provide special 
music. Lunch will follow the morn­
ing worship service. For more infor­
mation, call (859) 331-2160. 
■ HODGENVILLE-First Church recently 
called Misty Smith as minister of mu­
sic. Mike Rodgers is pastor. 
■ HOPKINSVILLE-Second Church Pas­
tor Larry Purcell began his first term 
as a trustee of LifeWay Christian Re­
sources Sept. 14. 
■ KUTTAWA-Jeremy Short recently 

Winchester 

Heritage Church will celebrate 
its fourth anniversary with a 
Property Dedication Celebra­
tion Sept. 27, 10:45 a.m. with 
Scott Pittman, KBC's partner­
ship missions director, as guest 
speaker. Special music will be 
provided by Bryan Hatton. A 
dinner on the grounds of the 
new property will follow at 
1 p.m. For more information, 
call (859) 744-0410. Gerald Pee­
ples is pastor. 

resigned as pastor of Suwanee Fur­
nace Church. 
■ LEXINGTON-Gardenside Church 
will hold revival services Sept. 25-26, 
7 p.m.; Sept. 27, 10:45 a.m. & 6 p.m. 
with Don Walton, director of Time 
For Truth Ministries, as evangelist. 
Ron Wilburn will lead music. John 
Landon is pastor. 
■ LOUISVILLE-West Broadway 
Church will celebrate its 100th anni­
versary Sept. 27, 6 p.m. 
■ SHELBYVILLE-Victory Church re­
cently called Fred Moffatt as inter­
im pastor. 
■ TOMPKINSVILLE-First Church will 
hold revival services Sept. 27, 11 a.m. 
& 7 p.m.; Sept. 28-30, 7 p.m. with Brett 
Miles, pastor of Northside Church in 
Almo, as evangelist. Steve Shirk will 
lead music. Tom Stokes is pastor. 

Boyce worship conference 
focuses on music, students 

Louisville-Music is a particularly 
powerful force among youth. From 
garage bands of the 1970s and '80s 
to today's video games like Guitar 
Hero, music has been and contin­
ues to be an integral part of the lives 
of most middle- and high-school stu­
dents. 

The Heart of Worship Confer­
ence at Boyce College seeks to help 
students claim music as a domain 
where God is glorified. Greg Brew­
ton, department coordinator and 
associate professor of church music 
at Boyce, said this year's conference, 
set for Oct 23-24, particularly will fo­
cus on equipping students who lead 
worship or who play in praise bands 
for youth services. 

"We are trying to help them have 
a biblical foundation for what they 
are already doing in their youth 
groups in the area of worship," he 
said. "I want to get (students) togeth­
er with the worship leaders who are 
leading these sessions and let the 
students observe them, meet them 
and experience their walk with the 

I Lord." 
Brewton said the third annual 

conference will feature three pri­
mary breakout session tracks: praise 
bands, student choirs and drama 
teams. Those interested in attending • 
can download a registration form 
at www.BoyceCollege.com/Heartof 
Worship. Discounted early bird reg-

istration ends Oct. 9. Brewton said 
students can attend the Saturday 
sessions only for a reduced rate. 

Boyce College Dean Denny Burk 
is the keynote speaker for the event. 
Bo and Danielle Warren will present 
a ~oncert on the conference's open­
ing night. Bo serves as associate min­
ister of music at Immanuel Baptist 
Church in Lexington and is a music 
theory instructor at Boyce College. 

One unique element from last 
year's conference that will return 
this year is a praise band workshop 
and critique. As part of the praise 
band breakout track, bands will take 
turns playing a couple of songs, then 
receive instruction and critique 
from a panel. 

Breakout session leaders include 
Dan Odle, associate pastor of mu­
sic and worship at Highview Bap­
tist Church in Louisville, who will 
present a biblical foundation for 
worship, and Nathan Platt, depart­
ment coordinator of worship min­
istries and director of Aletheia, who 
will discuss how to structure a wor­
ship service. 

Other breakouts include select­
ing songs for worship, effective wor­
ship band leadership, the impor-

. tance of private worship for worship 
leaders and what to say to introduce 
songs. Several local worship leaders 
and Boyce graduates will lead the 
breakout sessions. 
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~ CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

September 
24 Church Retirement Plan "Reality 

Check" Conference, Northside 
Baptist Church, Elizabethtown. 

24·25 Men's Chorale Fall Retreat, 
Hurstbourne Baptist Church, 
Louisville. 

25-26 Women's Chorale Fall Retreat, 
Hurstbourne Baptist Church, 
Louisville . 

25-27 FOCUS 2009, Jonathan Creek 
Camp & Conference Center, Hardin. 

26 Phase 1 Disaster Relief Training, 
First Baptist Church, Richmond. 

October 
1-3 Ministers in Transition Conference, 

Louisville. 
2-3 Celebrate the Mission, Baptist 

Building, Louisville . 

For more information, call (800) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org 

Taylor Co. DOM sets retirement 
Campbellsville-Bob Clark has an­

nounced his retirement, effective 
Dec. 31. after 10 years of 
ministry with Taylor Coun­
ty Baptist Association. 

During his tenure as di­
rector of missions, Clark led 
the association to support 
a church ministry in St. Pe­
tersburg, Russia; participate 
in disaster relief ministries 
in New Orleans and Missis­
sippi; commit $25,000 to­

ed hundreds of professions of faith; 
and assist college students and area 

church members in serving 
on national and interna­
tional missions teams. 

Clark also supervised 
the publishing of a 50th An­
niversary History of Taylor 
County Baptist Association 
for its observance in 2007. 

ward constructing the Rans­ Bob Clark 

A former professor and 
academic dean at Camp­
bellsville University for 32 
years, he also was a mem­
ber of the Kentucky Baptist dell Chapel on the Camp­

bellsville University campus; begin 
the Southern Kentucky Hispanic 
Ministry; participate in two major 
county-wide crusades that record-

Convention Mission Board. 
Clark and his wife, Lillian, will 

continue to reside in Campbells­
ville. 

CLASSIFIED Aos 
To place an advertisement: 

Rates are available upon request. 
Call (502) 489-3428; or visit 
www.WesternRecorder.org. 

Claims made by advertisers are not 
necessarily those of the Western 

Recorder's staff or directors. 

OPPORTUNITY: High-tech manufac­
turer offers unique opportunity for 
Christian family home-based busi­
ness. Call toll-free, (888) 442-8934 for 
recorded message and complete in­
formation. 

SEEKING: Experienced and versatile 
musician for Washington Street Bap­
tist Church, Paducah, Ky. Individual 
should be able to play by ear and have 
some music reading abilities. Com­
petitive salary, along with opportuni­
ty for growth. Resumes may be sent 
to kharrisadminasst@bellsouth.net; or 
Washington Street Baptist Church, 721 
Washington St., Paducah, KY 42003. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth pastor 
for Ryker's Ridge Baptist Church, lo­
cated near Madison, Ind. Informa­
tion about the church can be found 
at www.RykersRidge.org. For more in­
formation, please contact Pastor Paul 
Brewster at (812) 265-4540, or send re­
sume to Ryker's Ridge Baptist Church, 
2601 N Ryker's Ridge Road, Madison. IN 
47250; or secretary@rykersridge.org. 

SEEKING: Senior pastor for Pleasant 
View Baptist Church, Waynesburg, Ky. 
Send resumes to Pastor Search Team, 
13571 KY Hwy 1247, Waynesburg, KY 
40489; or e-mail resumes to pastor 
search@pvbclincoln.org. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
youth (grades 6-12). Prefer four-year 
college and seminary degrees with 
two years experience. See job descrip­
tion, www.fbcmtsterling.com. Submit 
resume: Search Committee, First Bap­
tist Church, PO Box 324, Mt. Sterling, 
KY 40353; or e-mail fbcmtsterling 
@bellsouth.net. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
Hopewell Baptist Church in Harrods­
burg, Ky. Submit resume by 10-30-09 
via e-mail to bobbybrenda@bellsouth. 
net; or mail to: 1545 Talmage-Mayo 
Road, Harrodsburg, KY 40330. 

SEEKING: Bivocational minister of 
music to lead music service at liberty 
Baptist Church, a medium-size church 
in Folsomdale, Ky. (10 miles north of 
Mayfield). Desire music degree and 
minimum of three years experience. 
Please mail resume to: Homsie Mitch­
ell, Personnel Committee, Liberty Bap­
tist Church, 365 Kenneth Lane, Hicko­
ry, KY 42051. 

SEEKING: Full-time Southern Baptist 
pastor who loves God, loves people, is 
called by the Holy Spirit, and above all, 
has a passion for Christ. Send resume 
and DVD (required) of recent sermon 
to First Baptist Church, 403 N Spring 
St., McMinnville, 1N 37110. Deadline 
for acceptance of resumes and DVDs is 
Oct. 13, 2009. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of mu­
sic and worship (25 hoursfweek) for 
Woodland Baptist Church, Louisville. 
Undergraduate music degree pre­
ferred, experience required. Submit re­
sumes to mmayabbl@yahoo.com. 

SEEKING: Worship pastor to work 
with our senior pastoral team to lead 
our church to the "next level." Re­
sponsibilities include: comprehen­
sive worship ministry and another 
area of ministry unique to the can­
didate's passion and gifting. Visit our 
website (staff page) for additional in­
formation: www.newworkfellowship. 
com. Send resume to nikkiheiserman 
@newworkfellowship.com. 

TOURS: 11-day Israel and Jor­
dan tour, March 21 from Nashville, 
$2,788. For a color brochure, contact 
Pastor Jack Studie, (270) 889-7604; or 
jstudie@aol.com. Our 18th pilgrimage. 

WANTED: Braille hymnal, preferably 
the Baptist Hymnal but will take one 
with the older hymns from any evan­
gelical church. Call (606) 864-9441. 



MISSIONS 

Bread banks to help 
in collecting money 

for world hunger 
Birmingham, Ala .-Southern Baptists 

are encouraged to raise a little dough 
for world hunger relief with the help 
of new bread banks that are being sold 
by Woman's Missionary Union. WMU 
has teamed up with Baptist Global Re­
sponse, the North American Mission 
Board, LifeWay Christian Resources, 
the Ethics & Religious Liberty Commis­
sion and Baptist Press to promote the 
fundraiser. 

National WMU President Kaye Mill­
er and Executive Director Wanda Lee 
first introduced the banks at the 2009 
Southern Baptist Convention. The new 
banks replace the rice bowls that were 
used for decades to collect money for 
the Southern Baptist World Hunger 
emphasis each October. This year, of­
ferings for World Hunger Sunday will 
be collected Oct. 11. 

Each loaf-shaped bank is made of 
FDA-approved plastic, and has a re­
movable lid to make donating easier. 
Bread banks are available in quanti­
ties of 50 for $49.99, and are sold ex­
clusively at www.WMUStore.com. The 
Web address, as well as that of the of­
ficial Southern Baptist World Hunger 
site, www.WorldHungerFund.com, are 
stamped on the bottom of each bank so 
churches can purchase more banks. 

Those who used the rice bowls in 
past years to collect monies for World 
Hunger relief efforts will remember 
they were made in China, not reusable 
and the design sometimes allowed 
money to fall out of the bottom. 

In contrast, the new bread banks 
are produced by a Southern Baptist 
family in Oregon, are reusable and are 
designed so that donations cannot fall 
out. Pat Tiller, former Northwest WMU 
president, and her husband, Dwayne, 
own a plastics manufacturing compa­
ny. They were one of several companies 
who submitted bids to WMU. 

"The benefits are twofold," Tiller 
noted. "We wanted to help WMU have 
a product they could sell at an afford­
able price and help the World Hunger 
cause by instilling a desire in peoples' 
hearts to give." 

Tiller said that the cause is not new 
to her family. In past years, Dwayne has 
been on several missions trips to Hon­
duras where he helped construct wa­
ter pumps for people in need of clean 
drinking water. Because of their in­
volvement in Southern Baptist activi­
ties, the Tillers have seen firsthand the 
benefits these needed funds provide. 

Kristy Carr, WMU representative for 
the World Hunger Inter-Agency Com­
mittee, said input from the Alabama 
Baptist Convention, which created a 
version of the bread bank in 2008 and 
distributed 40,000 to churches across 
the state, was extremely helpful in 
shaping the current design. 

Since 1974, Southern Baptists have 
given more than $230 million to sup­
port world hunger relief efforts. 
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By Roy Hoffman 
Mobile (Ala.) Press-Register 

Daphne, Ala.-On one of his healthiest 
days since being diagnosed in June 2008 
with Stage 4 neuroblastoma, 9-year-old Ty­
ler Trembley raced joyfully across a play­
ground, his mother looking on. 

After heavy bouts of chemotherapy 
and surgery to remove a tumor wrapped 
around .his kidney- involving 
thousands of miles of air trav­
el to specialty hospitals-
the third-grader is getting 
better. 

'Tm witness to how 
awe inspiring this life 
is," said his moth­
er, Sherry Trembley, 
who praised the help 
of Pilots for Christ, 
an aviation min­
istry, and others 
including Angel 
Flight, which also 
aids those with 
medical needs 
by providing free 
flights for medi­
cal care. 

"Every day," she 
said with gratitude, 
"my heart flutters." 

A mother's struggle 
A single mom to Ty­

ler and his twin • sister, 
Hannah, Trembley admits 
she was overwhelmed last 
summer, and soon exhausted, 
trying to get Tyler to Children's 
Hospital in Birmingham, Ala., and 
then to Sloane-Kettering Memorial Clinic 
in New York. 

"I don't know how I found out about 
Pilots for Christ," she recalled, shaking her 
head. "God has placed people in my path 
who I've needed." 

Tyler was too sick to be driven by car 
or flown commercially, and chartering a 
plane was too cost-prohibitive. The Tremb­
leys found themselves being borne aloft by 
pilot Tommy Lee, at no charge, in Lee's Pip­
er Cheyenne turbo-prop. 

Lee, who owns a car dealership, helped 
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Pilot Tommy Lee, standing In front of his Piper 
Cheyenne airplane in Monroerllle, Ala., is a 
volunteer pilot with Pilots for Christ lllttlrnatlonal, 
whicb prorldes free fl/gbts to neetly medical 
patients. ■ Below: SherTJ 1'rtlndlhly 111111 ,_ son, 
Ty/111, 9. {R#S photos by Mike lllttnlll/llle lfobf/e 
{Ala.} Press-Register} 

found the local chapter of the national 
Pilots for Christ in 1994. Inside the hangar 
where he keeps his plane hangs a banner: 
"Whoever is kind to the needy honors God. 
Proverbs 14:31" 

"Our service is our ministry," said Lee, 
55, who obtained his pilot's license at 
age 18 and did additional training in the 
Army-preparation, he now realizes, for 

his call to this mission of the air. 
This local chapter of Pilots for 

Christ takes patients to med­
ical destinations within a 

350-mile radius, the most 
frequent being M.D. An­

ders on Cancer Cen­
ter in Houston, and St. 

Jude Children's Hos­
pital in Memphis. 

The organiza­
tion has no nurs­
es, and is not an 
air ambulance, 
Lee emphasized. 
"We can ' t take 
anybody who 
needs medical as­
sistance en route." 

Prospective pa­
tients for transport 

• need to apply and 
have a doctor's ap­

proval. The cost to 
charter a comparable 

private flight to Hous­
ton, Lee noted, probably 

would be between $4,000 
and $5,000. 

. Pilots for Christ depends on 
volunteer time given by pilots and 

the u.se of their planes, and from do­
nations that pay for fuel and mission sup­
port, which can include anything from 
costs for ground transportation to lodging 
for patients. There are other volunteers 
who sometimes ride along to assist fami­
lies and help soothe jangled nerves. 

'Mercy flights' 
Lee said he hopes the ministry will 

one. day be able to buy its own plane, a 
cost that he estimated could be as high as 
$1 million. 

"I could not have done it without the 

help of Pilots for Christ," said Trembley, 
who credits those first flights for Tyler­
beginning with a prayer circle led by the 
pilot- as essential to strengthening her 
emotionally. 

Recently, Bob Eubanks, a retired ortho­
pedic surgeon who also is a memb~-r "o{ 
Pilots for Christ, flew the Trembleys to At­
lanta, where they connected with an An­
gel Flight that carried them on to Sloane­
Kettering. 

"Each of these trips," said Eubanks, 
who extolled the beauty of flying through 
the skies on these missions, "are bathed in 
prayer." 

Eubanks said that air traffic control­
lers will pay heed to what he called "mercy 
flights" or "compassion flights," often giv­
ing direct routes for landing. 

He added: "Many times (someone) in air 
traffic control ... says, 'Thank you for what 
you do."' 

Pilots touch many lives 
And the stories are legion. 
Mike Floyd, 62, a retired special educa­

tion teacher, came down with cancer of 
the adrenal glands. He has been flown by 
Pilots for Christ numerous times to M.D. 
Anderson Cancer Clinic. "God has laid a 
mission on their hearts," Floyd said. 

Jimmy Crenshaw, a 47-year-old mill 
worker, was diagnosed with a form of leu­
kemia. He depended on Pilots for Christ 
for flights that involved trips to Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville, as well as to M.D. 
Anderson. 

"I was desperately sick," said Crenshaw, 
who still deals every night with excruciat­
ing pain in his bones. 

Hazel Gentry, 85, needed help in a dif­
ferent way. Her sister-in-law had an ad­
vanced stage of Alzheimer's disease, and 
Gentry wanted to move her back from 
Jacksonville, Fla., to be near family. Lee 
and other volunteers, using a stretcher, 
were able to make that happen. 

Nine-year-old Tyler had a wish of a dif­
ferent sort. 

"I wished for a rainbow," said the 
youngster, remembering his first flight 
with Lee on the way to medical treatment. 
"Then I looked out the window-and there 
was a rainbow!" (R NS) 
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"I kbow the plans I have for _you ... 

to give _you a future and a hope.n 
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God has ·called you ... 
now is the time to prepare 

Clear Creek Baptist Bible College has 
convenient online and on campus 
courses that can help you answer 

God's call 

Ca ll us toll free at: 
~ . .....___ 

1-866-34'0-3196 
OR 

Visit Us on the web: 
ccbbc@ccbbc.edu 

Clear Creek Baptist Bible College exists to provide educational 
preparation for adults called of God into Christian service. 

A.B.H.E. and S.A.C.S. accredited 

An institution of the Kentucky Baptist Convention 

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE 
300 Clear Creek Road 

Pineville, Kentucky 40977-9754 
Dr. Donnie Fox, President 

Phone: 606-337-3196 Fax: 606-337-2372 
Internet: www.ccbbc.edu E-Mail: distanceeducation@ccbbc.edu 

• 


