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Revival for 
Evangelists? 

The ranks of 
vocational 
evangelists 
have dwindled 
in Kentucky, 
but those in the 
profession still believe 
in their divine call 

By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

Bowling Green-The election last No­
vember of the first vocational evangelist 
as president of the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention may be a case of divine timing. 

That is because Don Mathis sees a 
comeback in revivals brewing, which he 
thinks will increase appreciation for the 
position of evangelist. 

"I keep hearing churches aren't hav­
ing revivals but I don't think that's 
true," said Mathis, who also is presi­
dent this year of the Fellowship of Ken­
tucky Baptist Evangelists. "I believe more 
churches are having revivals than they 

were six or seven years ago ." 
The difference is the meetings are 

shorter, usually three or four days com­
pared to a week or more in the past. And, 
many churches only hold one a year in­
stead of the usual two, Mathis noted. 

This change makes preparation cru­
cial, he said. Historically, there wouldn't 
be many conversions the first five days. 
With only five services in most revivals 
today, a congregation has to be spiritual­
ly ready, Mathis explained. 

"If a church is prepared and prayed 
up, they'll have a good meeting," said 
the staff evangelist at Eastwood Baptist 
O See State's vocational ... Page 2 

Obama, Graham meet 

President Obama and ailing evangelist Billy Graham exchanged prayers during their first 
meeting April 25 at Graham's home in Western North Carolina. Obama had traveled to 
nearby Asheville, N.C., and requested the visit-the first time a sitting president has vis­
ited Graham at his residence, said Graham's longtime spokesman A. Larry Ross. Graham, 
91, issued a statement saying he was pleased with the visit and encouraged "Christians 
everywhere to pray for our president." During the 35-minute meeting, the men-joined 
by Graham's son and fellow evangelist Franklin Graham-discussed their wives, golf and 
Chicago. Graham gave the president two Bibles, one for himself and another for first lady 
Michelle Obama. Graham has met with 12 presidents over six decades, starting with Harry 
Truman in 1950. (White House photo) 
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GCR panel: 2010 meeting 
as critical to convention's 
future as 1979 gathering 

Editor's Note: The Great Commission Resurgence Task Force released 
its final report May 3 after this issue went to press. The Western Re­
corder will have complete coverage of the task force's final report in 
next week's issue. 

By Norman Jameson 
North Carolina Biblical Recorder 

Wake Forest, N.C.-Southern Baptists in the future will mark 
the 2010 annual meeting as the beginning of a Great Com­
mission Resurgence in the same way they refer to 1979 as the 
start of the conservative shift that changed the face of the 
convention, panelists said during a Great Commission Resur­
gence discussion at Southeastern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary April 28. 

And it may take as long to show similar results, they said, 
cautioning patience on the part of the seminarians in atten­
dance and reminding them it took 20 years for the convention 
to fully reflect the results of the actions that started in 1979. 

Just days before the release of the much-anticipated up­
date of their recommendations, Great Commission Resur­
gence Task Force members Daniel Akin, J.D. Greear and Al Gil­
bert were present to answer questions presented by John Akin, 
representing Baptist21 which put the panel together. Anoth­
er GCR task force member, Albert Mohler, president of South­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, and Southern Baptist Con­
vention President Johnny Hunt presented videotaped answers 
to questions they received earlier. Ronnie Floyd, the task force 
chairman, answered questions live via teleconference. 

Panelists encouraged pastors to bring their maximum 
number of messengers to the SBC annual meeting in Orlan­
do, Fla., to vote approval of the task force recommendations, 
which will be presented after lunch June 15 "We need you to 
join in on this force so we can make a difference," Hunt said. 
"You can become a catalyst to lead change." 

John Akin, Daniel Akin's son and pastor of a Highview Bap­
tist Church satellite campus in Louisville, moderated the pan­
el and presented questions from around the country. 

After a brief description of the declining statistics in the 
SBC where the "evidence is overwhelming that we're losing 
ground," Daniel Akin, president of Southeastern Seminary, 
said Baptists must become "more aggressive, more efficient 
and more effective in reaching lostness in North America and 
around the world." 

That will require change, the panelists said. First, it will 
require "spiritual renewal through repentance," according 
to Floyd, who said the spiritual emphasis of the task force's 
recommendations has been overlooked as people studied the 
structural aspects. 

Ultimately the task force cannot instruct individuals, 
churches, Baptist state conventions or national entities, they 
said. They can only lay out a compelling vision, trust that 
Southern Baptists will stake their claim to it and believe that 
repentant, committed believers will give sacrificially to sup­
port it. 

At the same time, task force members said they expect 
the boards of entities and institutions to respond structural­
ly to the vision Southern Baptists adopt to free more resourc­
es to reach highly populated areas of North America and un­
reached people groups overseas. 

Asked if task force recommendations simply rearrange SBC 
bureaucracies, Greear, pastor of Summit Church in Durham, 
N.C., said, "The cry of the conservative resurgence was 'We 
don't want to give money to liberal institutions.' Now the cry 
is, 'We don't want to give money to bloated bureaucracy.'" 

He said Rome was neither built, nor unbuilt. in a day, and 
the task force recommendations are a "first step that will need 
to be followed by many more steps." 

"We're voting on the future of the SBC," Floyd said. "We're 
voting on whether the Great Commission matters, whether 
the SBC is willing to have a climate for change. It is impera­
tive for the future not only of the SBC, but of the Great Com-

• mission. This is step one, but it's the most important step we'll 
ever take." (BP) • 
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State's vocational evangelists say they're ready for revival 
Continued from page 1 
Church in Bowling Green. "Revival crowds 
are really good. It's not unusual to have 70 
percent back Sunday night, which holds 
through Wednesday." 

Despite this optimism, evangelists' 
presence in the commonwealth has de­
creased. 

Twenty years ago the Fellowship of Ken­
tucky Baptist Evangelists had more than 
two dozen members. Now it is down to 
about half a dozen, and most hold oth­
er jobs to supplement their preaching 
income. 

Still, there are signs the pendulum may 
be swinging back. Not only is Mathis' 2010 
calendar fairly full, Dale Rose of Monti­
cello preached two 

going to an Inuit Eskimo village in Alas­
ka last year, I go in the red in the minis­
try account," Rose noted. "We try to do one 
a year. If I had the finances, we would do 
four or five a year." 

Crowds for his revival meetings vary, 
said Rose, the president of Grace Evange­
listic Ministries. Without adequate public­
ity you won't get many people and with­
out enough prayer you won't see any pow­
er, he added. 

Although he sends everyone informa­
tional packets to help publicize meet­
ings, few pastors implement those plans, 
Rose said. 

"That's part of the success of Billy Gra­
ham's crusades over the years-all the prep-

aration," Rose pointed 
five-day revivals this 
spring. Joe Mobley of 
London was recently 
asked by a church in 
Georgia ifhe would be 
interested in preach­
ing at a three-week­
long revival next year. 

"There's a Pente­
costal church down 
the street (in Calhoun, 
Ga.) with a sign that 
they've been in ongo­
ing revival for three 
months," Mobley said. 

"If the church can get 
revived, you're going to 
see a lot more people 

coming to Christ. If you 
don't have joy restored 

back in believers, people 
aren't going to tell others 

about Jesus." 

ou. "If a church is go­
ing to experience suc­
cess, it has to put in 
the preparation." 

Still, he said he en­
joys evangelism even 
though he has to 
maintain a wholesale 
business to provide for 
his family. 

"I praise the Lord I 
have the opportunity," 
said Rose, who previ­
ously was a pastor for 
12 years in Kentucky 
and Texas. "Our churches are 

starting to see what 
happened. Churches 

Vocational evangelist Steve Hardy 

that stopped having revivals three, four or 
five years ago are losing the Spirit and the 
church is joining the world." 

Those that host revivals annually are 
~t~ing biggei; gowds ,and ~OI\l~,church.~s 

' that stopped holding them six to 10 years 
ago are resuming them, Mobley added. 

Heeding the call 
Life as an evangelist today is great if 

that is what God has called you to do, said 
Mobley, who has been in the field for 40 
years and visited 13 different countries. 

He said he still believes passionately in 
the value of evangelists to motivate and in­
spire Christians. 

'Tm afraid our churches aren't follow­
ing Jesus," said Mobley, who recalled a pas­
tor who asked him to avoid mentioning al­
cohol, tobacco, abortion and homosexuali­
ty. "We're being politically correct. Pastors 
can't afford not to have evangelists." 

Rose has a positive outlook, saying he 
is able to book all the meetings he needs. 
Still, he admitted that finances are tight 
and some pastors are afraid to book him 
because they fear the offering won't offer 
adequate compensation. 

"When I do international missions, like 

Evangelist Steve 
Hardy isn't as upbeat 

after 28 years, saying many churches in 
Western Kentucky and Tennessee have 
scuttled revivals in favor of Bible confer­
ences or other meetings .' 
.,, 1 AI-thouglJ_ ,he , usually speal<s . once ,or 
twice a week in the region, most of those 
engagements are at conferences or for va­
cationing'pastors. In addition, many of the 
churches he visits are seeing declining 
attendance. 

"I think some of them are starting to 
see the need to have revivals," the found­
er of the Steve Hardy Evangelistic Associa­
tion noted. "But in the last few years we've 
been on the downside. 

"If the church can get revived, you're 
going to see a lot more people coming to 
Christ. If you don't have joy restored back 
in believers, people aren't going to tell oth­
ers about Jesus." 

Are associations the answer? 
Hardy said he would like to see a return 

to association-led revivals like the Harvest 
Weekends once sponsored by Severns Val­
ley Baptist Association in Elizabethtown. 

People gathered socially on Friday 
nights and attended revival meetings at 
participating churches the next two days. 

Connect with an Evangelist 
Steve Hardy 

Evangelistic Association 
(270) 522-7945 

SteveHardy@SteveHardy.org 
www.SteveHardy.org 

Don Mathis 
Evangelistic Ministries 

(270) 843-9919 
MathisMin@aol.com 

www.DonMathis.FaithWeb.com 

Joe Mobley 
Crusades for Christ 

(606) 864-6611 
Joe@BroJoe.com 
www.BroJoe.com 

Dale Rose 
Evangelistic Ministries 

(606) 340-2545 
DaleRoseMinistries@windstream.net 

www.DaleRoseMinistries.org 

Conference of Southern Baptist Evangelists 
www.SBCEvangelist.org 

Steve Hardy Don Mathis 

"I got quite a few meetings out of that," 
Hardy recalled. "Some other associations 
in Eastern Kentucky did this too, and it 
was a big help." 

Despite the challenges, Mathis said he 
sees brighter days ahead. He is particularly 
encouraged by Find It Here, the soul-win­
ning campaign that has generated nearly 
2,000 response cards since March. 

"I am blowing the trumpet," Mathis 

Joe Mobley Dale Rose 

said of exhorting churches to engage in 
follow-up via evangelistic visitation, vaca­
tion Bible school and harvest revivals. 

"I would love to see simultaneous reviv­
als next spring, ifwe could convince all the 
churches in an association to have revivals 
over a two-week period, publicize it togeth­
er and have prayer meetings. My prayer is 
Find It Here is not a one-time event." 

Spoken like a true evangelist. 

Financial challenges don't deter state's evangelists 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

London-More than eight years have 
passed, but Joe Mobley's appreciation 
for God providing for his needs grows 
each time he tells the story. It involves 
two churches, one in Kentucky and the 
other in Georgia. 

Mobley preached a revival one week 
for a Kentucky church 100 miles away, 
a trip he completed every morning and 
evening, At the end of the week, the pas­
tor handed him an envelope containing 
his love offering: $49. 

"He cried," Mobley said of the 
church's pastor. "He said, 'That won't 
even take care of your gasoline.'" 

The following Sunday, Mobley start­
ed preaching in Georgia. That Thurs­
day night a man walked up and stuck a 
check in his pocket, telling him, "Let the 
preacher see that." 

When Mobley looked at the check, it 
was for $48,000. 

"We give $300, which covers gasoline, 
hotel expenses and everything," the pas­
tor said after looking at the check. "I've 
been trying to change that." 

When the pastors showed the check 
to the deacons, they were angry; one 
said that money could have paid off 
their debt. The man who wrote it replied 
that God told him to give it to missions. 

The next night the same man hand­
ed Mobley another check as he told him, 
"This is for you and your family.'' The 
amount: $8,000. 

"That's the way God provides," Mob­
ley said. "They didn't have as many peo­
ple in that church in Georgia as they did 
in Kentucky." 

Still, the founder of Crusades for 
Christ said the hard times tl1at have 
hit churches the past two years have 
affected him, too. He didn't take any pay­
checks last year and has only had several 
paydays in 2010. 

Mobley also had to cut his radio and 
TV broadcasts and eliminate mailing 
newsletters, which cost $1,200 just for 
postage. 

"You just cut back and whenever 
God provides, you do what you can do," 
Mobley said. "I haven't paid much atten­
tion to what churches are giving (since) 
I turn all the money in to Crusades for 
Christ." 

Finances are one of the leading chal­
lenges for vocational evangelists, which 

is why Steve Hardy started a commodi­
ties brokerage in the mid-1980s. Since 
he has six children, he always has had 
to do something to supplement his in­
come, he said. 

"As far as finances, it's really hard 
unless you're preaching a revival every 
week, and that's hard to do for any evan­
gelist," said Hardy, a resident of Clin­
ton who attends New Harmony Baptist 
Church. "I think every evangelist has a 
challenge preaching week after week 
and getting worn down." 

However, Hardy doesn't require an 
offering, leaving it to the church to de­
cide what compensation to provide. 

He maintains the practice despite the 
church that put a box at the door and 
after he preached all week, it contained 
only $45. 

"Most churches do a lot more," he 
reassured. 

To augment his income from evange­
lism the past 16 years, Dale Rose has op­
erated a wholesale shoe brokerage that 
supplies overstock and closeouts to re­
tailers around the U.S. and several oth­
er countries. 

Still, times aren't nearly as tough 
as they were when he returned to his 
hometown of Monticello after attend­
ing seminary and serving as pastor at a 
church in Texas. In 1994 he had no job, 
no income and three children to feed. 

"I would starve to death if it weren't 
for the business," Rose said. "There's a 
lot of young guys who look at evange­
lism and may even feel the call of God 
on their lives, but they can't make it." 

Don Mathis, this year's president of 
the Fellowship of Kentucky Baptist Evan­
gelists, said it is especially tough for 
a young man in his mid-20s to say he 
feels called into evangelism and make it 
financially. 

However, it is much different for 
someone who has done something else, 
made numerous contacts and has a 
good reputation, Mathis said. 

A longtime pastor in Kentucky, 
Mathis also has served as a denomina­
tional executive in West Virginia and 
staff member at LifeWay Christian Re­
sources in Nashville, Tenn. 

"I've been at this for 11 years as of Au­
gust and I've had not had a week I don't 
have a revival meeting when I want 
one," Mathis said. "I've had unusual op­
portunities to connect with people." 
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Growing Ministries Tour 
Key to keeping 16 to 19 year olds connected to 
church lies with parents' need to disciple kids 

Empowering parents to become spiritual leaders 
for their children requires church paradigm shift 

By Drew Nichter 
News Director 

May's Lick-The topic of how to keep 16 to 
19 year olds in church has been a hot one 
since Joe Ball graduated high school. 

"Here we are 30 years later and it's still 
an issue," said Ball, the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's youth strategist. Only now, 
"we realize maybe there's something we 
can do about it." 

It was a topic youth leaders tackled at 
a recent stop on the KBC's Growing Minis­
tries Tour at May's Lick Baptist Church. 

It's no secret that many students "check 
out" of church once they reach a certain 
age. There are a number of reasons for this, 
Ball said, but no one dear-cut solution for 
how to prevent it from happening. 

In researching the book "Already Gone," 
Answers in Genesis founder Ken Ham asked 
20-somethings who grew up in evangelical 
churches why they walked away. 

The No. 1 response given was only men­
tioned by 12 percent of respondents, and 
only seven percentage points separated 
No. 1 from No. 10. 

At the top of the list: "boring services" 
and "legalism." 

Those responses were followed by "hy­
pocrisy of leaders" (11 percent); "too polit­
ical" (10 percent); "self-righteous people" 
(9 percent); "distance from home" (7 per­
cent); "not relevant to personal growth" 
(6 percent); "God would not condemn me 
to hell" (6 percent); "Bible not relevant/not 
practical" (5 percent); and "couldn't find 
my preferred denomination in the area" 
(5 percent). 

Ball said he was surprised by the results. 
"This would be easy if the No. 1 answer 

was, '85 percent of the people said this is 
the reason why they left.' It'd be easy to fix 
it," he noted. But the low percentages mere­
ly reaffirmed "there's not one issue." 

Ball mentioned a pastor friend of his 
who "can look at a student at (age) 13 and 
tell you, within about an 85 percent accura­
cy, if they'll still be (in church) at 20 or 30-
and it's all based on their parents." 

Ball expressed concern about the gener­
ation of parents raising today's teenagers. 
He said the parenting style has become to 
pay others to teach children what they need 
to know. 

Unfortunately, he noted, that also has 
extended into the church. 

"We abdicated our biblical role as par­
ents to disciple our own kids," Ball said. 
"We turned everything involved with the 
student ministry over to (the youth minis­
ter) . ... We have 60 years of a track record 
that says, 'This has not worked.' 

In order to correct that, the old pardigm 
of the student to student minister relation­
ship must change, Ball insisted. 

The new paradigm must more closely re­
semble a wheel with the student in the mid­
dle, connected to not only a student minis­
ter, but parents, a small-group leader, a one­
on-three discipler and a prayer warrior. 

The key to making the new paradigm 
work, Ball said, is getting- and keeping­
parents involved as the primary disciplers. 

While parents who do participate at 
church can disciple their children, those 
parents who are not in church are unable 
to do that. 

However, Ball pointed out that the rea­
son many parents do not disciple their chil­
dren is the embarrassment factor. 

"It's like the sex talk: No parent wants 
to have it. It's uncomfortable," he said. "It's 
the same thing with spiritual (conversa­
tions): They may ask a questions that you 
don't think you can answer." 

But as Ball noted, that is what disciple­
ship is all about, "being able to say, 'I don't 
know. Let's see ifwe can find an answer."' 

By Drew Nichter 
News Director 

May's Lick- While serving at Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Lexington several years 
ago, John Bennett dealt with the same 
struggles likely every children's minister 
has faced during his or her ministry. 

"We were fighting with soccer and foot­
ball on Wednesday nights," he recalled. "I 
kind of got tired of just asking parents to 
be there." 

Bennett, the Kentucl<y Baptist Conven­
tion's preschool/children's ministry direc­
tor, shared ideas with other children's lead­
ers at a recent Growing Ministries Tour stop 
at May's Lick Baptist Church. 

He talked about the struggles of Ben 
Freudenberg, a children's minister who 
had reached the end of his own rope in 
dealing with the pull between church and 
the dozens of outside activities in which 
kids are involved. 

Freudenberg's book, "The Family Friend­
ly Church," chronicles his desire to quit his 
job, before being given the opportunity to 
take a sabbatical to explore other churches' 
children's ministries. 

Freudenberg's research led him to con­
clude churches were doing children's min­
istry all wrong, Bennett said. 

The author discovered that churches 
were telling parents to bring their children 
to church so that others could teach them 
about the Bible. Freudenberg determined 
that parents, who are the greatest influ­
encers of their children's spiritual develop­
ment, should be doing that task. 

Freudenberg suggested a paradigm shift 
to have churches work in partnership with 
parents and to equip and empower parents 
to be the spiritual leaders in their homes. 
But, "how do you do that?" Bennett asked. 

Inspired by Freudenberg's research, Ben­
nett, then at Immanuel Baptist, enlisted 

Goforth excited about training pastors at Cumberlands 
Williamsburg-After only three weeks on the job, Keith Goforth 

said he is extremely excited about what God is going to accom­
plish through the new Master of Arts in Christian Studies pro­
gram at University of the Cumberlands. 

Although Goforth will be heading up the new graduate pro­
gram, he did not become a Christian until he was in college at 
Middle Tennessee State University. There, he majored in social 
work, with a minor in recording industry management. "I was 
going to be a rock and roll star," he said with a smile. 
"God had a different plan than that.'' 

gan to develop, Dunston eventually offered Goforth the oppor­
tunity to head up the fledgling program. 

"Training pastors and church leaders is really an exciting 
thing for me," Goforth said. "We've got a great vision for what 
we want to see accomplished here." 

There were several things that drew him to the program, 
Goforth noted. No. 1: online classes. 

"So many pastors and church leaders don't live near a col­
lege, and it's really difficult for them to have accessi­
bility to a college," he said. "So, being able to provide 
that online is really important." 

the help of five strong Christian families in 
the church. He urged the parents to gener­
ate ideas for creative family devotionals. 

After a month of brainstorming, Ben­
nett held a VIP (Victory in Parenting) night 
at Immanuel to share the dozens of ideas 
with parents church-wide. 

The results were remarkable, he said. 
"All of a sudden, it changed families," 

he noted. "We shifted the paradigm from, 
'You bring (the kids) here, we'll teach them 
things,' to, 'Let us give you some ideas and 
let's equip you to do that."' 

Bennett provided examples of some of 
the family devotionals the parents came 
up with: 

Star Gazing-Lay out one night with your 
children and look up at the stars. Try to give 
all the stars names. You should have trouble 
coming up with names for all the stars you 
can see. Grab your Bible and read Psalm 14 7: 
4. Let your children know that God placed 
all the stars in the sl<y and He knows them 
all byname. 

Compliment Plate-Each night as you sit 
down to eat supper with your family, give 
one person a special plate. This is the "com­
pliment plate.'' Whoever receives the com­
pliment plate that night gets a compliment 
from everyone at the table. Rotate the plate 
so each night someone different gets the 
special compliment plate (including mom 
and dad). When asked why we do this, read 
Ephesians 4:29. 

Jesus Is the Comforter--On a cold winter 
night, lay a comforter from your bed down 
on the floor. Roll your child up in it. They 
usually love this. Ask the children if they 
feel warm and snug. You might also ask, 
"Does it feel good to be warm and snug?" 
While they are immobilized by being 
wrapped up in the blanket, tell them to stay 
there, get your Bible and read 2 Corinthians 
1 :3-4 about Jesus being the comforter. 

Campbellsville's Carver 
School to award first 
master's degrees May 7 

Campbellsville-Campbellsville Universi­
ty's Carver School of Social Work and Coun­
seling is set to award its first master's de­
grees 12 years after acquiring the Carver 
name for its baccalaureate program from 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville. After accepting Christ, Goforth became actively 

involved with campus ministries. 
"That was the thing that really impacted me and 

what I would do in the future," he recalled. "That 
really gave me a passion about college students and 
just the transitional time that is, because that was a 
time that I made some significant decisions." 

Another important aspect, Goforth said, is the 
program's focus on practical ministry. 

"We've got some really innovative ideas on how 
we are going to do this that are going to separate it 
from other programs," he explained. "Church lead­
ers are going to be actively involved in the courses." 

The Kentucky Baptist Convention­
affiliated school will award 15 master-of­
social work degrees May 7, according to 
John Chowning, vice president for church 
and external relations. 

Goforth said after graduation, he did not know 
what to do, but knew he wanted to help people. "I 
knew that my calling was to full-time Christian min­
istry, and God made that evident within probably six 
months." 

Keith Goforth 

Among the many goals he has for the Christian 
studies master's program, Goforth said he wants to 
get it established. Once that happens, he noted, word 
will spread and young pastors will see the value in 
the program. 

Goforth later attended Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, where he obtained a Ph.D. in 
child development and family studies, focusing on marriage 
education. 

After serving in a pair of churches and with the student 
affairs department at the University of Tennessee, Goforth 
became an assistant professor of educational ministries at 
Campbellsville University. 

Knowing that Goforth and his new wife were looking to re­
locate to Southeast Kentucky, a University of the Cumberlands 
graduate in Louisville encouraged him to connect with Bob 
Dunston, Cumberlands' religion department chair. 

As plans for the new Christian studies master's program be-

Goforth "has hit the ground running and is broadening and 
deepening our program's emphasis on academics and practical 
ministry," Dunston said. "I know he will bless all of us at Univer­
sity of the Cumberlands through his dedication to Christ, cre­
ativity and commitment to excellence in ministry." 

Goforth also said he wants to involve church leaders through­
out Kentucky in the young program. He plans to connect with 
Kentucky Baptist Convention churches to find leaders who will 
participate with and train students. 

Goforth said he also has made it a personal goal to be in­
volved in the ministries of his students. "Being able to go hear 
them preach or hear them teach, seeing the work they are do­
ing, whatever it is, I just love being a part of that.'' 

Campbellsville University established 
its first program of social work in 1974. The 
program was phased out in 1989 and re­
born in 1994. In 1998 Campbellsville pur­
chased the Carver name from Southern 
Seminary which the year before closed its 
long-standing Carver School of Church So­
cial Work. 

The legacy of the original Carver school 
began in 1907 when the Woman's Mission­
ary Union established a training school on 
the Southern Seminary campus to prepare 
young women to serve in missions and so­
cial work. In the 1960s, the training school 
merged with the seminary, making South­
ern the only seminary of any denomina­
tion to offer an accredited master's degree 
in social work. (ABP) 
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Three special days 

My wife, Kay, and I recently had the opportunity to be 
with three churches for special days. It's always exciting 
to see how God is at work and to take time to mark His 
goodness. 

Partners in 
the Mission 

Anchor Baptist Church in Lexington 
recently celebrated its 10th anniversary. 
Pastor Paul Sisk led the special morning 
worship and conducted a celebration 
service following a meal in the Anchor 
Resource Center. 

The church began in 2000 with 84 
members and moved to its current lo­
cation in December 2004 with 180 mem­
bers. Currently, the church has 483 res­
ident members, 310 in average worship 
attendance and 232 in average Sunday 

By Bill Mackey school attendance. Receipts have grown 
from $75,000 to $767,420. 

Pastor Sisk has led the church to grow in support of 
missions even though the church has conducted two ma­
jor building programs. Gifts to missions through the Co­
operative Program have reached $45,884, and the church 
is strong in support of missions offerings. 

Anchor is also the home for the Bluegrass Deaf Mission 
under the leadership of Pastor Brian Cross. Pastor Sisk says 
that God has the answer and provisions for the future. 

Long Ridge Baptist Church in Owenton recently dedi­
cated a new fellowship hall and Sunday school space. This 
new space came just in time to accommodate growth un­
der the leadership of Pastor Roger Alford. The church aver­
ages about 50 in Sunday school and 100 in worship. 

It was a privilege for me to preach Sunday morning 
and during the afternoon dedication of the new building. 
The church praised God for three women who left funds 
to the church that helped to support the construction. 

The church began in 1820 and has a long history of sup­
port for missions. It now contributes 28 percent of undes­
ignated receipts and has contributed a total of$418,589 to 
missions through the Cooperative Program. 

I also had tl1e privilege of speaking recently at the Sec­
ond Baptist Church of Madisonville. Pastor JD. Holt asked 
that I share on the results of the Cooperative Program 
ministries during a combined adult Sunday school and 
during the worship service. Due to consistent support of 
missions through CP, the church has reached total gifts of 
$1.2 million. This is in addition to providing strong sup­
port of the missions offerings since its launch in 1947. 

Pastor Holt and his wife, Kari, have six children- two 
by adoption. The church continues to serve effectively in 
a changing community. We celebrate the missions organi­
zations that are active at Second Baptist Church and the 
church's commitment to reach its community for Christ. 

I praise God for these churches and hundreds like 
them across Kentucky who have leaders and members 
who are committed to missions and reaching their com­
munities for Christ. 
Bill Mackey is executive director of the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 
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The lasting influence of a godly mother 

Mothers share a special bond with their chil­
dren, particularly daughters . Some colleagues 
recently shared with me a tribute written by a 

high school sophomore after her mother succumbed 
to an extended, debilitating illness. 

One of her mother's great loves was contemporary 

my morn? All she had ever done was love Him, and 
now He was going to let her suffer like this? I was an­
gry with God for a long time. Even in the end, I start­
ed getting frustrated, wondering why He wouldn't 
just end her pain and bring her to heaven where she 
would feel no pain. 

After 
Thought 

"It really wasn't until these past 
few days that Lhave come to under­
stand why He 'couldn't' heal her: 
My morn was an inspiration to ev­
eryone who lmew her. People who 
would be struggling in their faitl1 
or in their marriages would come 
to church and see an ill woman in 

Christian music, especially songs by 
Third Day, said Chris Platt, associate 
pastor at Crestwood Baptist Church. 
Platt recalls: "Any time you were 
around her- whether she was feel­
ing great or fighting for her life­
Cindy had music playing. Her per­
severance through life's storms and 
her consistent praise of God encour­
aged everyone who knew her. Psalm 

By Todd Deaton a wheelchair in the second row -------- ' 

95 is perfect for her: 'Come let us sing for joy to the 
Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation."' 

In following the example her mother set, Jordyn is 
"a beautiful young woman who loves Jesus." Platt ex­
plains, "She has had to wrestle with some oflife's most 
difficult issues at a young age. Like anyone facing such 
a crisis, she has had some tough times. But mainly she 
has trusted God to see her through. Whether at a Sun­
day service, a student ministry, Wednesday night wor­
ship experience, or on a mission trip, she has offered 
her praise to God- much like her mother." 

InJordyn's own words, it is strikingly apparent how 
much Christian mothers can provide strong, godly in­
fluences on their children's lives: 

"Anyone who knew my mom would know that 
there were two things she lived for: loving the Lord 
with all her heart, mind and soul, and to raise me to 
be a good, godly young woman. 

"Just a few nights ago ... we were all standing 
around her, making the best of what little time we had 
left. She was barely hanging on- living somewhere in 
between heaven and earth. We turned on some praise 
music that she had always loved, and on her deathbed, 
my morn raised her hands to Jesus and sang with every 
ounce of energy she had in her. 

"When you witness something like that, it just 
rnal<es you think about your own faith . If a young 
woman who has been blind and paralyzed for the last 
three years of her life can find the strength and the 
will to praise Jesus, then why can't we? 

"There were so many nights throughout this whole 
journey when I would go to bed feeling hopeless and 
defeated, thinking there would be no end to this. I 
would lie in bed and just ask God that if He could­
and I knew He could- then why wasn't He healing 

reaching her hands up as high as 
she could, singing as loud as she could, praising her 
Lord because that is what she lived for. 

"She made people take a step back, look at their 
lives and think: 'Wow, if she can trust the Lord like 
that, why can't T? God was using her to help bring 
others back to the cross and rnal<e them remember 
why we are here. 

"My point in saying all of this is not just to talk 
about what an incredible woman my morn was, but 
also to help those of you who may be struggling to 
find hope in your own lives or to have faith that God 
has a plan. God is not done using her life to inspire 
others in their walks with Him. Whenever times get 
tough I pray that you will look at my morn's life and 
find comfort in the fact that if He can bring some­
thing so incredible out of her illness and death, then 
He can move the mountains in your life and create 
something beautiful. He will take what used to be a 
source of pain and hopelessness for you to bring oth­
ers to Him, so He can move their mountains. 

"I would not be the person I am today if my mom 
would not have gotten sick, and I am thankful for all 
the good that has come out of it. I give all the cred­
it for that to God. Yes, this is a funeral but more im­
portantly it is a celebration of the life of an amazing 
morn, friend and child of God. 

"We will all miss her terribly, but I can't be sad be­
cause I know she was called home by Jesus and greet­
ed by the name 'good and faithful servant.' That is 
what she was. She lived a short life, but it was a more 
powerful and more memorable life than I could ever 
even hope to live. I am proud to call her my mom, and 
although this may feel like a storm at times, I will 
continue to praise the Lord, as she always did." 

Thank you, godly mothers. 

Evangelists long to be partnering for the harvest 
As part of my responsibility as 

president of the Conference of South­
ern Baptist Evangelists, I recently 
participated in the dedication of the 
new exhibit of the Evangelists Hall of 
Faith at the North Arner-

pit. We were richly rewarded by their 
ministry and usually led our state 
convention in baptisms. 

I realized even then that the evan­
gelist was God's gift to the church 

ican Mission Board. FIRST PERSON 
and the wise pastor 
would take advantage 
of the opportunity to 

use them to strengthen the 
church and win the lost to 
Christ. Some would say that 
was an era which is now 
past. New research, however, 
has again indicated church­
es that schedule evangelis­
tic events experience signifi-

Leading a group of 
speakers and mus1ctans, 
Cliff Barrows of the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Asso­
ciation was keynote speak­
er. Without question, this 
was one of the most inspir­
ing events of my 52 years of 
ministry. You must take the 
first opportunity to visit this 
beautiful room honoring 

Rod Herrod cantly more conversions and 

the ministries of the 30 original in­
ductees of the Hall of Faith. 

While sitting on the platform lis­
tening to the list of inductees, and 
with each of their photos shown on 
the large screen, I had distinct mem­
ories of nearly every one of them. As 
a pastor for 36 years, I used evange­
lists to help my churches bring in the 
harvest. I doubt if there was a single 
year of my pastoral ministry that we 
did not have an evangelist in my pul-

baptisms than those who do 
not plan such events. The research 
goes a step further and indicates that 
the number of baptisms was even 
higher for those churches who used 
vocational evangelists. 

This research reinforces some of 
the reasons for the Baptism Assis­
tance Project. This strategy provides 
a vocational evangelist for our low 
baptism churches at little or no cost 
to the church. No doubt, there are 
many reasons many of our churches 

are not seeing people saved, but one 
reason must be the decrease in the 
number of evangelistic events and 
the failure to use the ones given by 
God to the church to help with the 
harvest. Now, through the Baptism 
Assistance Project, even the smallest 
of our churches have the opportunity 
to use a vocational evangelist. 

I am saddened that many of our 
called, gifted and dedicated evange­
lists wait for a call to serve while hun­
dreds of our churches go week after 
week without a harvest. Pastors need 
the gifted evangelists, and our evan­
gelists need the support of the local 
church. Why don't we assist one an­
other in bringing in the harvest? 

You will be blessed by scheduling 
a vocational evangelist for an evange­
listic event in your church during the 
next 12 months. You may think your 
church is too small or too large to use 
a vocational evangelist, but neither 
is true. These evangelists are ready 
to go anywhere, anytime and will 
come by faith. Then it is your job to 
take care of the man of God. God will 
bless this biblical strategy. 
Ron Herrod is an evangelist from Sevierville, Tenn. 
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Conflict resolution for couples Seven characteristics of evangelistic Christians 
By James Stillwell 

Q.: My fiance and I are having more and more con­
flicts. Help! Please share any suggestions that might 
help us move out of being "stuck" to a new place of 

peace, love and understanding? 
A: Conflict resolution is a hot topic 

on the international scene. The same 
principles apply whether you're talk­
ing about countries, corporations, or 
couples. The things you fight about 
might be different, but the principles 
for resolution are basically the same. 

Conflict resolution experts speak of the "four C's of 
resolving differences:" 

Compromise. When neither person gets all they 
want, but everybody gets something. This is an occa­
sional way to go, and succeeds in "part-way" move­
ment toward happiness for both parties. 

capitulation. One party gives and the other re­
ceives. It is "one way" happiness. When the issue is 
very important to one party and not very important to 
the other party, this is the way to go. 

Co-existence. This is a "no way!" resolution. It 
means will agree to disagree. On certain issues, fine­
but if this as the path for every issue, it's not much of 
a marriage. 

Collaboration. This is ideal for most issues. It is a 
"both ways" resolution. Stephen Covey called it "syner­
gy." This means you work together to make a new solu­
tion that would not have been possible otherwise, that 
is better than anything either of you could have come 
up with on your own. 

New Testament teachings about living in peace 
with all (Romans 12) and about living in forgiveness 
and forbearance (Colossians 3) apply to this topic. Liv­
ing your relationship under the dominion of the Holy 
Spirit, in mutual submission to one another (Ephe­
sians 5) and in humble example of Christ (Philippians 
2) are all good ways of mal<ing conflicts into stepping 
stones to your growth as Christians and as a couple. 
Repnnted from Western Recorder, Feb. 10, 2009. James Stillwell is 
minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington 

By Thom Rainer 
For more than 20 years I have been 

researching and studying church­
es, primarily those in North Ameri­
ca. I had the joy of serving as senior 
pastor in four churches where God 

book title by Charles H. Spurgeon, 
embody the traits of "The Soul Win­
ner." Oftentimes one of those mem­
bers is the pastor. But we have also 
seen many laypersons who are 
themselves soul winners. 

blessed with evangelis­
tic growth. I have writ­ FIRST PERSON 

In our interviews 
with these people, or 
with those who tell us 

about the soul winners, we began 
to discern some clear patterns. We 
called those patterns "the seven 
characteristics of highly evangelis­
tic Christians." 

ten more than 20 books 
about the church in America. 

I am not giving you my creden­
tials to impress you, but simply to 
share that my life's passion has been 
leading and learning about evange­
listic churches. 

At this point in my life and minis­
try, however, I realize that I have not 
given sufficient attention to one of 
the primary characteristics of evan­
gelistic churches. 

It is so obvious. Indeed it is so 
clear that I am surprised at my ne­
glect of this factor. Stated simply, the 
evangelistic churches that I have re­
searched for the past 20 years have 
one or more highly evangelistic 
Christians. 

I know. The previous statement is 
no great revelation. It is almost stat­
ing the obvious. But, if it is reality, 
why are we not hearing more about 
these Christians who seem to have a 
passion for evangelism? Why are we 
not doing a better job of telling their 
stories? 

In this short article I hope to ad­
dress this great omission. 

Seven characteristics 
It is inevitable that, when we do 

research on evangelistic churches, 
we learn about one or more mem­
bers in the church who, to use the 

1. They are people of prayer. They 
realize that only God can convict 
and convert, and they are totally de­
pendent upon Him in prayer. Most 
of the highly evangelistic Christians 
spend at least an hour in prayer 
each day. 

2. They have a theology that com­
pels them to evangelize. They be­
lieve in the urgency of the gospel 
message. They believe that Christ is 
the only way of salvation. They be­
lieve that anyone without Christ is 
doomed for a literal hell. 

3. They are people who spend 
time in the Word. The more time 
they spend in the Bible, the more 
likely they are to see the lostness 
of humanity and the love of God in 
Christ to save those who are lost. 

4. They are compassionate peo­
ple. Their hearts break for those 
who don't have a personal relation­
ship with Jesus Christ. They have 
learned to love the world by becom­
ing more like Christ who has the 
greatest love for the world. 

5. They love the communities 
where God has placed them. They 

are immersed in the culture because 
they desire for the light of Christ to 
shine through them in their commu­
nities. 

6. They are intentional about 
evangelism. They pray for opportu­
nities to share the gospel. They look 
for those opportunities. And they see 
many so-called· casual encounters as 
appointments set by God. 

7. They are accountable to some­
one for their evangelistic activities. 
They know that many good activities 
can replace Great Commission activ­
ities if they are not careful. Good can 
replace the best. So they make cer­
tain that someone holds them ac­
countable each week, either formal­
ly or informally, for their evangelis­
tic efforts . 

The secret of evangelistic churches 
The secret of evangelistic church­

es is really no secret at all. Ultimate­
ly, evangelistic churches see more 
persons become Christians through 
the passionate efforts of highly evan­
gelistic Christians. More than any 
programs. More than any church 
events. More than anything else, we 
are the instruments God has chosen 
to use . 

Sometimes we ask the question, 
"What is my church doing to become 
more evangelistic?" But the better 
question is, "What am I doing to be­
come more evangelistic?" 

Charles H. Spurgeon was right. 
We need more soul winners . We 
need more highly evangelistic Chris­
tians . (BP) 
Thom Rainer is president of LifeWay Christian 
Resources 

Teaching college students to live, learn and love Simplify your life 
By Brian Combs 

I am a simple, sinful man who is 
saved by God's grace to fulfill His mis­
sion for my life. 

What is that mission? In Matthew 
18, Jesus announces to His disciples 
that they are to go and make disciples, 
baptize them, and teach them to obey 
everything He has commanded. 

What has He commanded? The He­

have experienced. The potential im­
pact the college experience will have 
on their lives is extreme. Students will 
be engaged in curricular and co-cur­
ricular settings in ways that will chal­
lenge them to produce developmental 
growth that will carry them through 
emerging adulthood into adulthood. 

·In a recent study at Northern Ken­
tucky University, 85.9 percent of fresh­

brew Scriptures list several 
commands that people are to 
follow. In Matthew 22:34-40, 
Jesus simplified that law into 

FAITH ON 
CAMPUS 

men students indicated they 
are searching for mean­
ing and purpose in life. Fur­
ther, results indicate that 

two main commands: Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind, 
and love your neighbor as yourself. In 
John 13:3435, Jesus simplifies the law 
even further by instructing His disci­
ples to love one another as He loved 
them so that others would know that 
they were His disciples. 

The gospel is simple. God created us 
to live in communion with Him. As His 
creation, we had everything provided 
for our needs and we were in a right 
standing with God. However, we chose 
to become like God, to replace Him as 
God of our lives, and the result was a 
broken relationship with God. Because 
God loves us so much, He sent His son 
Jesus so that those who believe in Him 
may have their relationship with God 
restored, experience life to the full and 
experience eternity with God. 

This is the message that Baptist 
Campus Ministry seeks to teach the 
community at Northern Kentucky 
University. We begin with students. 
Students who are entering college 
for the first time are embarking on a 
life-changing journey like none they 

while they are interested in discover­
ing meaning and purpose in life, they 
are basically like sheep without a shep­
herd (Matthew 9:36). Students desire 
someone to come alongside them and 
help them learn what it means to be 
human. They feel that there is some­
thing more to life and yet, they are not 
able to find it. 

One way Baptist Campus Ministry 
at Northern Kentucky University seeks 
to share the gospel with students is 
by teaching Christian students what 
Jesus commands and then showing 
them how to fulfill those commands 
in their lives. These students learn to 
live, learn and love. 

live-Scripture teaches that we are 
to live in communion with people and 
with God Uohn 17:1-26). We understand 
what they need. We are positioned to 
meet those needs through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. We are positioned to 
share the gospel with them. 

Learn-When we live in commu­
nion with people and God, we learn 
about those people and God (Acts 2: 
42-47). We share life together. We fig­
ure out ways to help people with the 

resources we have. Scripture says that 
when these things were done people 
were added to the Kingdom daily. This 
same thing can happen today. 

Love-It is through this living with 
and learning about people and God 
that we ultimately develop a love for 
those people and for God (Matthew 22: 
34-40). This was Jesus' model for evan­
gelism. It was simple and effective. It 
was so simple that His disciples were 
able to understand and replicate it. We 
continue to use it today. 

Would you consider these ques­
tions in light of your own life? 

■ What is your plan for living in 
communion with others and God? 

■ What is your plan for learning 
about others people in your life and 
learning about God? 

■ What is your plan for fulfilling 
God's purpose for your life? 

Would you also consider these 
questions in light of your church and 
its plan for mal<ing disciples, baptiz­
ing and teaching them to obey Jesus' 
commands? 

■ How is your church helping peo­
ple learn to live in communion with 
others and with God? 

■ How is your church helping peo­
ple learn about people in their lives 
and about God? 

■ How is your church helping peo­
ple fulfill God's purpose in their lives? 

May your faith and actions work to­
gether Uames 2:22) so the gospel will 
go out to all peoples of the world (Acts 
1:8) and that people can truly experi­
ence life to the full Uohn 10:10) both in 
this life into eternity. 
Brian Combs is campus minister at Northern 
Kentucky University 

By Jeremy White 
I love the title of a book I own about the frantic pace 

of modern life, "Little House on the Freeway." 
With all the technology to save time and effort, 

it still seems most of us endure too 
much complexity. Here are some ways 
you can simplify the financial side of 

m 
yourlife: 

■ Reduce bank accounts. Keep only 
one ched<ing and on~ savings account. 

■ Set up automatic payments. As 
long as you reconcile your checl<ing 

account regularly, use auto-draft payments for those 
regular bills, such as utilities and insurance. You won't 
forget a deadline and you'll save postage, too. 

■ Pay ahead the small bills. If you prefer not to use 
auto-payment, pay small bills ahead. Paying ahead 
saves time and postage-far more than the near-zero 
interest to be earned. 

■ Streamline charitable giving. Rather than giving 
$25 to 25 good causes, give more to three or four char­
ities that you are passionate about. 

■ Use only one credit card. Why keep a gas card, a 
department store card and three others? 

■ Find one professional, trusted adviser. Use one in­
surance agent for all your needs. Find a person that 
can help with both taxes and investments. 

■ Know what to keep and what to toss. Retain in­
come tax returns permanently. Keep real estate deeds, 
mortgage documents and insurance policy as long as 
owned. Hold supporting tax reporting information 
(W-2's, charitable contribution receipts, bani< state­
ments) for seven years. IRA and 401(k) statements need 
only to be kept for a year. Mutual fund prospectuses 
and annual reports can be discarded after review. 

■ Electronic or paper. Most of us keep far more pa­
per when information can be found or kept online. 

■ Make backups of important computer records 
and store away from your house. Make a video inven­
tory of personal property and store offsite to help dur­
ing any insurance recovery. 
Jeremy White is a CPA in Paducah with Blythe, White and Associates. 
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North American missions 

Newly formed network aims to reach 
Brazilians in large U.S. metro areas 
By Mickey Noah 
North American Mission Board 

Alphareita, Ga.- Brazilian Baptist pastor Silair 
Almeida speaks with the confidence that comes 
from nearly 20 years of ministry among 300,000 
Brazilians who now call South Florida home. 

Almeida was one of 14 Brazilian pastors and 
church leaders who met for two days at the North 
American Mission Board to establish a Brazilian 
Mission Network that aims to exponentially ex­
pand the spread of the gospel among an estimated 
1.3 million Brazilians living in the United States. 

Only 12,000 of the Brazilians nationwide wor­
ship in about 75 Baptist churches, reported Mark 
Hobafcovich, NAMB's consultant for urban church 
planting in North America. 

"We need to cast a God-sized vision to a larg­
er audience to get people to believe in something 
much bigger than themselves," Hobafcovich 
told Brazilian Baptist leaders. "If we do the same 
things for the next 20 years we've done in the last 
20 years, we'll plant only 75 new Brazilian church­
es by 2030. That's just not good enough." 

The 1.3 million Brazilians in the U.S. predomi­
nantly live and work in nine metropolitan areas: 
South Florida; Boston; New York; Washington; At­
lanta; Houston/Dallas/Austin; Chicago; Los Ange­
les; and San Francisco. 

To begin reaching these Brazilians, Hobafcov­
ich said Southern Baptists need to plant 400 new 
Brazilian Baptist churches by 2030, roughly one 
new church for every 3,000 Brazilians. 

Almeida and his wife immigrated to the United 
States from Brazil 19 years ago. Together, they and 
five others started First Brazilian Baptist Church 
of South Florida in Pompano Beach. Today, with 
1,600 members, it is the largest Brazilian Baptist 
church in the U.S.- and a powerful magnet draw­
ing Brazilians to Christ. 

A few years ago, the church, which adds about 

200 baptized believers each year, was named one 
of the fastest growing churches in the U.S. by Out­
reach Magazine. 

"Reaching Brazilians for Christ is a big chal­
lenge," Almeida said. "You can't reach them in 
the traditional ways. You start with relationships, 
friendships and social ministries." 

First Brazilian Baptist operates 28 different 
ministries-staffed by 450 volunteers-for Brazil­
ian immigrants in South Florida. 

"We have a strong food ministry and a minis­
try that finds jobs for people," Almeida said of the 
various initiatives to help Brazilians turn to Christ 
and start a relationship with the church. Once a 
year, the church connects 12,000 local Brazilians 
with 200 businesses for networking. 

In Boston, the large Brazilian presence resulted 
from those who came looking for jobs. 

Robert Souza, who works in ethnic church 
planting for the Baptist Convention of New Eng­
land, was president of South Brazil Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Rio de Janeiro when he felt 
called to resign and move to Northborough, Mass., 
45 miles west of Boston. 

Souza said there are only 26 Brazilian Baptist 
churches in New England for a 350,000-person 
mission field. And those 26 churches average only 
50 to 60 members ead1, a total of only about 1,000 
Brazilian Baptists in all. 

"Our challenge is for people to start church­
es and train people," Souza said, citing a need to 
train "indigenous people to plant churches here" 
but aclmowledging, "It's hard to bring in people 
from Brazil because of immigration issues. 

Also needed: "partners to support our Brazilian 
pastors in this area," Souza said. "It's very expen­
sive to live in the Boston area. We also need space 
for worship, prayer meetings, Bible studies and so­
cial gatherings. We usually have to find meeting 
space from existing Anglo churches." (BP) 

Jailed Baptist volunteer to stand trial-Southern Baptist 
missions volunteer Laura Silsby will stand trial in Hai­
ti on a charge of arranging irregular travel, CNN reported 
April 26. The network said Judge Bernard Saint-Vil dropped 
more serious charges of kidnapping and criminal associa­
tion against Silsby and nine other Baptist church members 
from Idaho, Oklahoma and Texas, who were stopped while 
trying to take 33 Haitian children out of the country after 
a devastating earthquake struck Haiti in January. If convict­
ed, Silsby could face from six months to three years in pris­
on. Stopped at the Haiti-Dominican Republic border for not 
having proper documentation to take the children out of 
the country, Silsby told officials that they were orphans 
and that some lost parents in the earthquake. Officials later 
learned that many of the children had parents, who turned 
them over to the Baptists in hopes they could give them a 
better life. 

Evangelist Herrod 
to be nominee for 
SBC first VP post 

Atlanta - Evangelist Bailey Smith, 
a former Southern Baptist Conven­
tion president, will nominate fel­
low evangelist Ron Herrod for first 
vice president of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention next month. 

Herrod, the current president of 
the Conference of Southern Baptist 
Evangelists, is the first announced 
nominee for the post. 

A senior pastor of several South­
ern Baptist churches, Herrod started 
Ron Herrod Evangelism Ministries 
Association in 1995. 

One killed in Arkansas church bus crash-One woman was 
killed and more than 25 were injured when a busload of 
Hispanic Baptist pastors and church members crashed 
April 24 on Interstate 40 between Russellville and Clarks­
ville, Ark. Anna Del Carmen Ortez, 56, of Rogers, Ark., died 
in the crash. The group of about 35 people was returning 
from the Arkansas Baptist State Convention-sponsored His­
panic Family Conference at Lifeline Baptist Church in Little 
Rock. Two of the injured were airlifted to a Little Rock hos­
pital. The others were treated in Russellville and Clarksville 
hospitals and released over the weekend. Police spokesman 
Bill Sadler told KTHV-TV in Little Rock it was a single-vehicle 
accident. Sadler said the bus, westbound on 1-40, was from 
First Baptist Church of Bentonville in Northwest Arkansas. 
The bus hit a guardrail, spun and flipped, according to news 
reports. An investigation into the cause of the accident is 
ongoing. The group left Little Rod< sometime after 3 p.m. 
on April 24. Elaine Casey, a member of First Baptist, Benton­
ville, was driving the bus. She and her husband, Jerry, both 
were injured, according to R.E. Clark, associational mission­
ary for Northwest Arkansas Baptist Association. 

In addition to preaching hun­
dreds of revivals and crusades, Her­
rod has conducted mission projects 
in more than 30 countries. 

His denominational experience 
includes service as trustee of the In­
ternational Mission Board, Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary and 
Louisiana College. He has served as 
president of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention Pastors' Conference and 
vice president of the Southern Bap­
tist Pastors' Conference. 

Herrod is a member of Grace Bap­
tist Church in Knoxville, Tenn. Infor­
mation from the 2009 Annual Church 
Profile for the d1urch lists 204 bap­
tisms and primary worship service 
attendance of 2,884. The churd1 gave 
$174,999 {3.76 percent) through the 
Cooperative Program from total un­
designated receipts of$4,654,098. (BP) 
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Florida pastor Traylor is third 
candidate for SBC presidency 

Saraland, Ala.-Ted Traylor, pas­
tor of Olive Baptist Church in Pen­
sacola, Fla., will be nominated for 
president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention at the June 
15-16 annual meeting 
in Orlando, Fla., fellow 
pastor Ed Litton told the 
Florida Baptist Witness. 

ple can touch the world with the 
gospel." 

Traylor is the third nominee 
to enter the SBC presidential 

race, joining Georgia 
pastor Bryant Wright 
and Alabama pastor 
Jimmy Jackson. 

"In this historic mo­
ment in Southern Bap­
tist life, God has moved 
upon my heart to nom­
inate" Traylor, said Lit­
ton, pastor of First Bap­
tist Church of North Mo­
bile in Saraland, Ala. 

Ted Traylor 

Information from 
the SBC's 2009 Annual 
Church Profile for Ol­
ive Baptist Church lists 
270 baptisms and pri­
mary worship service at­
tendance of 3,105. The 
church gave $731 ,080 
{10.1 percent) through 

Traylor told the Florida Baptist 
newspaper he agreed to be nomi­
nated "in response to the Lord's 
prompting and the encourage­
ment of friends across the SBC." 

Anticipating the future, Tray­
lor said his goal is "to serve and 
lead the convention I love into a 
revival of the Great Commission 
in the days ahead." 

A member of the Great Com­
mission Resurgence Task Force, 
Traylor said his involvement with 
the group's work has been "life 
changing." 

"The challenges that have sur­
faced demand spiritual revival 
and honest evaluation," Traylor 
said. "Together our Baptist peo-

the Cooperative Program from 
total undesignated receipts of 
$7,213,206. According to the ACP, 
the church also received $33,264 
for the Lottie Moon Christmas Of­
fering for International Missions 
and $10,466 for the Annie Arm­
strong Easter Offering for North 
American Missions. 

Traylor is a trustee of the North 
American Mission Board and is 
chairman of NAMB's presiden­
tial search team. Among other 
denominational leadership posi­
tions, he has been president of the 
Florida Baptist State Convention, 
SBC first vice president and presi­
dent of the Southern Baptist Pas­
tors' Conference. (BP) 
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Tornado crushes Mississippi church, but not survivor's faith 
By Mickey Noah 
North American Mission Board 

Yazoo City, Miss.-Dale Thrasher-who mir­
aculously survived an April 24 tornado that 
toppled Hillcrest Baptist Church around 
him-told his wife that the Lord was just 
not ready for him yet. 

"He still has other work for me to do." 
Sixty-year-old Thrasher-an 11-yearmem­

ber and lay leader at the small Missionary 
Baptist church in Yazoo City, Miss.- had 
come to the church to make some copies for 
a churd1 business meeting the next day. 

"My wife called me about 15 minutes be­
fore the tornado hit to tell me it was head­
ing for Yazoo City," Thrasher recalled. He 
looked outside, didn't see anything and re­
turned to malting the copies. 

"A few minutes later, the building start­
ed to pop," he said. "I went back to the front 
door and all I could see was a black, swirl­
ing cloud. I believe it was the tornado and I 
was already in it." 

Thrasher dashed for the church kitchen 
where he planned to get under a kitchen ta­
ble for protection. "But as I passed the sanc­
tuary, the doors were open and I felt the 
Lord leading me inside," he said. "I slid un­
der the communion table. It was just like 
the Lord put his arms around me. The win­
dows started to blow out." 

In a surreal way, Thrasher said the sanc­
tuary's cushioned, individual seats start­
ed rushing toward him and the commu­
nion table. 

"The building popped. Stuff started fall­
ing around me. Furniture started swirling 
around. I just covered my head and said, 
'Lord, please save me."' 

SURVIVOR Dale Thrasher stands on the spot where a communion table saved him as his church, Hill­
crest Baptist in Yazoo City, Miss., crashed down around him during a deadly tornado April 24. (Photo 
by Jason Patterson/Yazoo (Miss.) Herald) 

Mercifully for Thrasher, it was all over 
in 30 seconds. Buried under two-by-fours, 
plywood, sheetrock and other debris, he 
looked up and saw the sky. He then knew 
Hillcrest Baptist Church-at least the phys­
ical facility-was no more. 

"Then I heard a spewing sound and I 
could smell natural gas," Thrasher noted. "I 
lmew the Lord had saved me from the tor­
nado but now I didn't want to burn up in 
a fire." Kicl<ing at the debris that confined 
him, he finally opened up a hole just big 
enough to squeeze out. All he had to show 
for 30 seconds in the teeth of an F-4 torna­
do was a few scratches, a nick on his fore­
arm and carpet burns. 

"Looking at it naturally, I should be dead. 
Spiritually, the Lord saved me so I could tell 

the folks what He did," Thrasher explained. 
"It wasn't the table that saved me; it was 
the Lord. If I had gone to the kitchen, I'd 
be dead because there is nothing left of the 
l<itchen-no table, no stove, no refrigerator, 
no nothing. The Lord saved my soul in 1970. 
On Saturday, he saved my natural life to do 
some work for Him." 

Prior to April 24, Hillcrest's 90-plus mem­
bers already had witnessed more than their 
share of trials and tribulations. The two-sto­
ry, metal church building destroyed by the 
tornado was the replacement for a church 
that an arsonist burned to the ground 10 
years ago. 

"We are insured," Thrasher said. "Hope­
fully, it'll be enough to build a new church, 
although it may not be in the same place. 

We built back after the fire and were debt 
free. The Lord blessed us then and He will 
bless us again." 

About 40 members of the church gath­
ered the day after for a tear-filled outdoor 
worship service in bright sunshine and 
blue sl<ies. A member-digging around in 
the remains of the sanctuary-picked up a 
soggy hymnal, already opened to a hymn 
which the congregation, standing in a cir­
cle, began to sing. The name of the hymn: 
"Till the Storm Passes By." 

Others in Yazoo City, a town of 14,000, 
and rural Choctaw County were not as for­
tunate. At least 10 people were l<illed by the 
tornado, hundreds injured, and dozens of 
homes and businesses were destroyed in 
those two hardest hit areas. 

Don Gann, consultant for men's min­
istry and disaster relief for the Mississippi 
Baptist Convention, said a small feeding op­
eration was immediately set up at First Bap­
tist Church of Yazoo City and has prepared 
hundreds of meals. 

"We've also activated three of our chain­
saw teams-out of the 40 we have in the 
state," Gann said. 

"But we may not need as many chain­
saw teams as we first thought because 
where the tornado hit, it's a complete wipe­
out," he pointed out. "People who lost their 
homes aren't worried about downed trees 
in their yards. 

"But we're monitoring the situation," 
Gann said, adding that he was grateful for 
the offer of any additional help that might 
be needed through the Southern Baptist 
Disaster Relief team at the North American 
Mission Board. (BP) 
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Supreme Court: Memorial cross OK 
Case will be sent back to lower court for consideration 

Washington-A divided Supreme Court last week 
overruled a lower court that had said Congress 
erred when it transferred a war memorial cross in 
the Mojave National Preserve into private hands. 

The 5-4 ruling means the five-foot-cross, cur­
rently encased in plywood as the case made its way 
through the legal system, can remain while a low­
er court continues to consider the case. 

Justice Anthony Kennedy, writing for the 
court's 5-4 majority, said, "The goal of avoiding 
governmental endorsement does not require 
eradication of all religious symbols in the public 
realm." 

Kennedy said the district court ruling-which 
could have resulted in the removal of the cross­
did not focus enough on the memorial's nonreli­
gious context. The cross was erected in the Califor­
nia preserve primarily to memorialize American 
servicemen who died in World War I and not "to 
promote a Christian message," Kennedy wrote. 

Justice Samuel Alito, in an opinion partly con­
curring with the plurality, said the cross had been 
there for almost 70 years and Congress was aware 
its removal might be viewed as a "sign of disre­
spect" to the soldiers it was designed to honor. 

In an additional opinion, Justice Antonin Sca­
lia said the transfer to private hands "best serves 
the public interest." Chief Justice John Roberts sid­
ed with the majority. 

But in a lengthy dissent, outgoing Justice John 
Paul Stevens said the transfer of the property to 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars would not remove 
the government's religious endorsement. That 
remains, he said, especially since Congress de­
clared the cross to be a national memorial. "Mak­
ing a plain, unadorned Latin cross a war memori­
al does not make the cross secular," Stevens wrote. 
"It makes the war memorial sectarian." 

Joining Stevens' dissent were Justices Ruth Bad­
er Ginsburg and Sonia Sotomayor. Justice Stephen 
Breyer wrote a separate dissenting opinion. 

The case now will go to the district court, which 
must further address the land transfer. 

' 

STILL STANDING 
The U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled April 
28 that Congress 
had authority to 
transfer a World 

' War I memorial 
cross in California's 
Mojave National 
Preserve to private 
hands. (Photo cour­
tesy of the Liberty 
Legal Institute) 

The case, Salazar v. Buono, began in 2001 when 
Frank Buono, a former assistant superintendent 
of the preserve, filed suit, saying he was offend­
ed other religions beyond his own Christian faith 
were not represented near the memorial site. 

Legal groups representing veterans' organiza­
tions-who had feared a court ruling might im­
pact crosses at sites such as Arlington National 
Cemetery-hailed the decision but still voiced con­
cern about the case's long-term impact. 

"There are some statements in here which 
are encouraging from Kennedy but the issue ... 
clearly has not been decided yet by the court 
about veterans' memorials nationwide with re­
ligious imagery," said Kelly Shackelford, presi­
dent of Liberty Institute, which represented the 
VFW and others. (RNS) 

Meet the class of 2010, part 6 
'Karen' learns her success at Oneida is 
thanks to caring faculty's love of Christ 

It's been seven years, but I can remember 
when "Karen" (not her real name) came into my 
office with her three siblings. She and her twin 
brother had just completed the fifth grade. Their 
mother was interested in enrolling Karen's older 
brother and sister in our school. During the ori­

ing, and that hard work is even more fulfilling. 
Working on the farm taught me leadership and 
responsibility among my peers .... Furthermore, I 
now know that I do have a purpose in life. 

"Another thing that I've learned at OBI is that 
I am loved. I lmow that the staff here loves me 
and all the other students, and they want us to be 
successful. The most important thing, however, 
that I've learned is that the love the faculty and 

entation program, Karen and her twin 
also wanted to enroll. There she stood, 
all 85 pounds and 4 feet 6 inches of her. 

staff have for us is because of Jesus. Their 
This is Oneida love for Jesus allows them to love us re­

gardless of the faults we have or mistakes 
we make." One of the reasons she wanted to en­

roll was her low grades. That was a lit­
tle strange, because she had been placed 
in a gifted program. However, she made 
all 'D's and 'F's in the fifth grade. With 
some reservation, I agreed to allow all 
four siblings to enroll. 

I am happy to report that Karen took 
to Oneida-as they say-like a duck to W.F. Underwood 

There is so much more to Karen's 
story, I could fill several columns for a 
month. Karen has been a great blessing 
to us because she has taken advantage of 
the opportunities Oneida has given her. 
If she stays the course after graduation, 
she will be a success in life. Her success 
so far is, in large part, due to the caring 
faculty and staff that have given Karen water. At the end of her sixth-grade year, 

her GPA was 3.87. Her older brother graduated 
in 2008 and her older sister graduated in 2009. 
Now Karen will be the salutatorian of the class of 
2010. Here is part of her senior essay. 

"My mother was essentially a single par­
ent trying to raise four kids. My father was an 
alcoholic who often tried to quit drinking, to no 
avail. My (teachers) noticed my high test scores 
and put me in an advanced class, but I failed 
almost everything because I wouldn't do my 
homework. ... My first months at OBI were diffi­
cult, but ... I started to grow up and my behavior 
improved. 

"I lived in Ohio my whole life, but I grew up 
at OBI. I've learned many things that will help 
me be successful in life. Through working on the 
farm, I learned that work is necessary and fulfill-

the attention and love she needed. We provided 
her and her siblings with the stability they des­
perately needed. 

When these four siblings enrolled, their moth­
er had a part-time job as a cook. Her monthly in­
come, including some modest assistance, was 
barely $1,100. I remember the mother sitting in 
my office seven years ago asking me how much 
it would cost to enroll all of her children. When 
I told her we would provide all four with schol­
arships, the mother was speechless. Actually, our 
friends provided those scholarships. Without 
you, we cannot do what we do. Thanks for being 
so kind and for supporting our efforts. 
WF Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida 
school. org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org 
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Muslims want Graham barred 
from Capital Hill prayer event 

Washington-Days after evange­
list Franklin Graham was disinvit­
ed from a Pentagon observance of 
the National Day of Prayer, a Mus­
lim organization has asked mem­
bers of Congress to follow suit. 

Corey Saylor, national legis­
lative director of the Council on 
American-Islamic Relations, ques­
tioned Graham's inclusion in a 
May 6 Capitol Hill event because 
of past statements that Islam is an 
"evil and wicked religion." 

D.J. Jordan, a spokesman for 
Rep. Robert Aderholt, R-Ala., a 
sponsor of the congressional Na­
tional Day of Prayer observance, 
said the invitation would not be 
rescinded. 

Aderholt, in a statement, called 
Franklin Graham an "appropriate 
speaker" for the event, and said he 
was "honored that Franklin will 

come to Congress to speak and 
pray for the legislative branch of 
government on May 6." 

John Bornschein, executive 
director of the National Day of 
Prayer Task Force, the host of the 
Capitol Hill observance, also said 
that Graham will be there. 

Graham mentioned the Penta­
gon decision to President Obama 
April 25 when the president met 
with his father, evangelist Billy 
Graham, at the elder Graham's 
North Carolina home. 

A new study by LifeWay Re­
search shows that 47 percent of 
Protestant pastors agree with the 
younger Graham's view of Islam. 
Another survey by Rasmussen Re­
ports found that 60 percent of 
Americans favor the federal gov­
ernment recognizing a National 
Day of Prayer. (RNS) 

UVPI Nile Cruise 
From a Christian View 

25 wonderful packages - year-round 
Excellent value for groups and individuals 

Also: Israel, Oberammergau 2010, 
Steps of Paul Tours/Cruises, Italy, 

Churches of Revelation , Exodus, Petra. 
www.pilgrimtours.com BOCl [)78B 

"Christian Fellowship Tours Since 1987" 

A special guest 
Students lead campus visitor 
to accept Christ as Savior 

One of the many blessings of 
serving at Clear Creek is our loca­
tion. Our 700-acre campus is locat­
ed in the valley of the Pine Moun­
tains where the Pine Mountain 

conversation, David and Steve be­
gan to talk with Charlie about a re­
lationship with the Lord. 

As they talked, Charlie real­
ized he did not have a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
David and Steve shared with him 
from the Scriptures what he need­

State Park is located. Peo­
ple who visit this wonder­
ful state park literally have 
to drive straight through 
our campus to get to the 
park located on top of the 
mountains. 

Clear Creek 
Chronicle 

ed to do in order to accept 
Christ as his Savior. 

During our chapel ser­
vice later that day, our 
campus family rejoiced 
when C_harlie stood as our 
guest and told how God 
had directed him to our 
campus and to our stu­
dents to help him see that 
he needed to surrender 
his life to Jesus Christ. As 
Charlie smiled from ear 

As a result, some of 
them stop by for a visit and 
we get to give them a tour 
of our beautiful campus. 
It's amazing how many 
people come from all over 
our state and our country 

Donnie Fox 

to visit this area. And we have en­
joyed meeting some wonderful 
people over the years. 

As I write this article, I am prais­
ing the Lord for meeting Char­
lie. He was visiting our area on 
vacation recently seeking to just 
get away and "get some things 
straightened out between him and 
the Lord," he said. 

While Charlie was in our area, 
he found his way to our campus. As 
he was walking around, he found 
our prayer chapel. As he was going 
in to spend some time there, he 
met two of our students, David and 
Steve. During the course of their 

to ear he happily told our 
entire campus family that he had 
trusted Jesus Christ as his Savior 
earlier that day. 

We rejoice with Charlie and we 
praise the Lord that He brought 
Charlie our way on that day. Thank 
you so much for your support that 
enables us to equip our students 
to proclaim the good news of Jesus 
Christ at any given time. 

Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek 
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek 
Road, Pineville, KY 40977; toll-tree: 
(866) 340-3196; Web site: WWW. 

ccbbc.edu; e-mail: dfox@ccbbc.edu 
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The huge disconnect 
By and large, Christians not 
fulfilling stewardship duties 

Every survey I've seen on finan­
cial stewardship reports a very 
high percentage of Christians be­
lieve God is the source and owner 

tians give very little to any church, 
parachurch or non-religious chari­
ties- and 20 percent give nothing. 
Clearly a small minority of gener­
ous givers contributes most of the 
total Christian dollars given; they 
are "covering" for the vast majority 

who give little or nothing. of all things, and He has 
entrusted them to His 
people to manage on His 
behalf and for His pur­
poses-that is , to be His 
stewards. However, when 
one looks at how His peo­
ple fulfill that steward­
ship responsibility, there 
is a huge disconnect. And 
this disconnect is man­
ifested in our personal 
lives, in our churches and 
in our denominations. 

Barry Allen 

When are we going to 
wake up and give finan­
cial stewardship the at­
tention it requires and de­
serves? It's one of Jesus' 
priorities for discipleship. 
And yet, both pastor and 
people still dread the an­
nual stewardship sermon. 
Discipleship education in 
churches and at denom­
inational levels rarely, if 
at all, includes a healthy 

Charitable giving in the U.S. av­
erages 2.2 percent of disposal (af­
ter-tax) income, the same level it 
was a decade ago. One has to go 
back 40 years to a time when it 
was at a higher level of2.4 percent. 
Giving to religion represents just 
more than one-third of all charita­
ble giving from individuals. TI1e av­
erage Christian gives 2.9 percent, 
according to a report in "Passing 
the Plate." That average increas­
es among those who regularly 
attend church. 

Various studies from diverse 
data sources over the years have· 
come to the same conclusion: The 
vast majority of American Chris-

co 

dose ofbiblical stewardship. 
I believe Christian stewardship 

is a discipline that must be learned 
and lived; we are not born with it. 
It's more about spiritual develop­
ment than financial development, 
and the earlier in life one learns 
and begins to practice this disci­
pline, the longer one has to enjoy 
its rewards and benefits. 

Let the Kentucky Baptist Founda­
tion help you connect to your call­
ing as a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
Barry Allen is president of the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 
PO Box 436389, Louisville, 
KY 40253; toll-free (866) 489-3533; 
www.kybaptistfoundation.org 

Jesus Christ -
livingwater for the soul (John 4) 
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By Omar Sacirbey 
Moscow- What do homosexuality, health care 

reform and British advertising standards all have 
in common? They're all things that have ticl<ed 
God off, some religious leaders say, and He's vent­
ing his frustration with the angry fires oflceland's 
Eyjafjallajokull volcano. 

Moscow's Interfax newswire reported that the 
Association of (Russian) Orthodox Experts blamed 
the April 14 eruption- whose gigantic cloud of ash 
grounded transatlantic flights for more than a 
week-on gay rights in Europe and Iceland's toler­
ance of"neo-paganism." 

Conservative commentator Rush Limbaugh, 
meanwhile, said God was angry over health care 
reform. San Antonio megachurch pastor John 
Hagee, the founder of Christians United for Isra­
el, said God was unleashing His wrath on Britain 
for deciding that Israeli tourism ads actually fea­
tured parts of the disputed Palestinian territories, 
not Israel. 

The eruption is the latest in a long line of nat­
ural events to which some religious leaders attri­
bute divine judgment. In short, God is using na­
ture to channel His displeasure with human be­
havior- both the sinners and those who tolerate 
them- and that we had better shape up. 

It's an impulse that goes back thousands of 
years and still thrives in religious quarters that are 
generally skeptical of science and seek divine ex­
planations for natural calamities: 

■ Iranian cleric Hojatoleslam Kazem Sedighi 
recently told his Shiite Muslim followers that im­
modestly dressed and promiscuous women are to 
blame for earthqual<es. 

• In February, Rabbi Yehuda Levin of the Rab­
binical Alliance of America warned allowing gays 
in the military could cause natural disasters to 
strike America. 

■ Religious broadcaster Pat Robertson blamed 
the devastating Jan. 12 earthquake in Haiti on 
a pact between the devil and Haitians rebelling 
against French rule in the 18th century. 

• Both Robertson and Hagee blamed Hurricane 
Katrina on New Orleans' immorality. 

• Malaysian Muslim cleric Azizan Abdul Razak 
said the 2004 South Asian tsunami was God's mes­
sage that "He created the world and can destroy 
the world," while Israel's Sephardic Chief Rabbi 
Shlomo Amar said it was "an expression of God's 
great ire with the world." 
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What is God trying 
to tell us with 

Eyjafjallajokull? 

So what is it about nature's fury that attracts 
theological interpretation? For many religious 
leaders, scholars say, it's an opportunity to win 
new believers. 

"Natural disasters are disruptive. When there's 
a disruption, people's worldviews are shal<en, and 
need to be repaired," explained Steven Friesen, a 
biblical studies professor at the University of Tex­
as at Austin. 

"Natural disasters are a prime time to repair 
people's worldviews .... It's a long-running theme 
in American culture that God works to bring peo­
ple into changing their world view." 

Who accepts these proclamations and who 
doesn't often depends on how a believer views 
God: benevolent, wrathful, active, passive, or may­
be something less defined, like a cosmic force. 

"This stuff attracts people with a strong author­
itarian image of God, and who believe that He ... 
does in fact punish people who do not follow His 
rules," said Wade Clark Roof, professor of Ameri­
can religion at the University of California at San­
ta Barbara. 

Anoilier common thread among people who 
link disaster to divine judgment is that they tend 
to consider · disasters as confirmation of already­
held beliefs. 

"They already think God is working in certain 
ways, and disasters become an example of that," 
Friesen said, pointing to Hagee as an example. 
"There's no logical connection (between Britain's 
ad policy and the volcano), but because he is al­
ready convinced that God works to protect Isra­
el, he believes that God made the volcano erupt to 
punish Britain." 

But many religious leaders reject linking disas­
ter to divine judgment. 

"It's faulty theology. People take the personal 
consequences of sin, which are real, and project 
them onto natural disaster. That's where things 
break down," said Joel Hunter, a board member 
of the National Association of Evangelicals and a 
megachurch pastor in suburban Orlando, Fla. 

"Speculating that disaster happens because sin 
has reached a certain level puts God in a really bad 
light." 

Michael Lerner, president of the Network of 
Spiritual Progressives, agreed. 

"You start blaming the victims for a process 
that is a result of something that they had noth­
ing to do with," he said. (RNS) 

Christian journalists murdered in Nigeria 
Jos. Nigeria-Continued ethnic violence in 

Nigeria has claimed the lives of two journalists 
working for a Christian publication. The April 
24 killings continued the pattern of ongoing vi­
olence in the area following the March 7 mas­
sacre in which at least 500 individuals of Chris­
tian descent were murdered in nighttime raids 
by ethnic Fulani Muslims. 

The journalists, Nathan Sheleph Dabak and 
Sunday Gyang Bwede, were working for The 
Light Bearer, a newspaper published by the 
Church of Christ in Nigeria, according to news 
reports. The slayings came less than two weeks 
after the April 13 murder of a Church of Christ 
pastor and his wife by Muslims. 

Four other Christians were killed April 24, 
apparently in a revenge attack following the dis­
covery of the corpse of a teenage Muslim who 
had been missing, Compass Direct news ser­
vice reported. The four reportedly died- three 
of them stabbed to death- when hundreds of 
Muslim protestors rampaged through the area. 
A press statement from the Church of Christ in 
Nigeria said the journalists were on duty, cover­
ing the violence when they were attacked by a 
mob. 

The church declared April 26-27 to be a 
mourning period and the organization's presi­
dent appealed for its members to not make re­
prisals. (BP) 



KBC's 2010 All-State Children's Choir 
A total of133 children, representing 39 church­

es across the commonwealth, recently participat­
ed in the 2010 Kentucky Baptist All-State Chil­
dren's Choir. 

The East Choir performed April 18 at First Bap­
tist Church of Hodgenville and Springfield Bap­
tist Church. The West Choir performed April 25 at 
First Baptist Church of Kuttawa and Beaver Dam 
Baptist Church. 

2010 East Choir: 
Alexis Faith Adams, First Baptist Church, Fisherville. 
Amber Arterburn, First Baptist Church, London. 
Skyler Arterburn, First Baptist Church, London. 
Nathan Bain, First Baptist Church, Lawrenceburg. 
Tilly Baldwin, First Baptist Church, Richmond. 
Rachel Been, Fern Creek Baptist Church, Louisville. 
Michaela Bowman, Crescent Hill Baptist, Louisville. 
Jacob Breeding, Rineyville Baptist Church. 
Bethany Cissell, Versailles Baptist Church. 
Alex Cobb, First Baptist Church, Owenton. 
Loren Collins, First Baptist Church, Richmond. 
Emma Corner, Highland Baptist Church, Louisville. 
Anna Cox, Cornerstone Baptist Church, Lexington. 
Mackenzie Devine, Harrodsburg Baptist Church. 
Bryce Elliott, First Baptist Church, Richmond. 
Abigail Etherton, Parkland Baptist Church, Louisville. 
Kaylei Ernsst Farris, Eminence Baptist Church. 
Morgan Fiecke, Crescent Hill Baptist, Louisville. 
Lizzie Fort, First Baptist Church, Richmond. 
Lucas Gaddis, Eminence Baptist Church. 
Grace Galyon, St. Matthews Baptist, Louisville. 
Jillian Garrett, Highland Baptist Church, Louisville. 
Kayla Gravil, Valley View Church, Louisville. 
Zoe Hall, Highland Baptist Church, Louisville. 
Chase Harberson, So. Heights Baptist, Lexington. 
Faith Harris, Valley View Church, Louisville. 
Sydney Hendrix, First Baptist Church, Frankfort. 
Cady Holbrook, Grace Baptist Church, Winchester. 
Isaac Hopkins, First Baptist Church, Frankfort. 
Whitley Howlett, First Baptist, Mount Washington. 
Bradley Hughes, First Baptist Church, Frankfort. 
Sydney Humphress, Campbellsville Baptist Church. 
Amiya Hunter, Eminence Baptist Church. 
Shayla Kelley, Fern Creek Baptist Church, Louisville. 
Rachel Kinman, Versailles Baptist Church. 
Madison Lauer, Campbellsville Baptist Church. 
Lindsey Leap, Southern Heights Baptist, Lexington. 
Alley Marie Loudenburg, Springfield Baptist Church. 
Tyler Masters, First Baptist Church, Richmond. 
Paige McClellan, Highland Baptist Church, Louisville. 
Sam Midkiff, First Baptist Church, Frankfort. 
Katie Mitchell, First Baptist Church, Richmond. 
Reagan Pollock, Campbellsville Baptist Church. 
Jennifer Pope, Crescent Hill Baptist, Louisville. 
Kleine Powell, First Baptist Church, Richmond. 
Rebecca Ridge, Highland Baptist Church, Louisville. 
Parker Ridings, Millville Baptist Church, Frankfort. 
Noah Robinson, Fern Creek Baptist, Louisville. 
Anne Russell Waits, Springfield Baptist Church. 
Michael Sainato, So. Heights Baptist, Lexington. 
Rebecca Sams, Millville Baptist Church, Frankfort. 
Delaney Scriber, Eminence Baptist Church. 
Anna Shelby, Versailles Baptist Church. 
Alyssa Shippey, Highland Baptist Church, Louisville. 
Joshua Simpson, First Baptist Church, Frankfort. 
Olivia Simpson, First Baptist Church, Frankfort. 
Joshua Spaulding, Greenup Fork Baptist, Owenton. 
Micah Steele, Harrodsburg Baptist Church. 
Hannah Stephens, Main Street Baptist, Williamsburg. 
Joslyn Taylor, Highland Baptist Church, Louisville. 
Kaitlyn Taylor, Main Street Baptist, Williamsburg. 
Jonathan Thompson, First Baptist Church, Frankfort. 
Haley Tribble, First Baptist Church, Richmond. 

Paxton Vaughn , Highland Baptist Church, Louisville. 
Elissa Warner, Cornerstone Baptist, Lexington. 
Sarni Weathersby, Highland Baptist, Louisville. 
Katherine Whitaker, Main St. Baptist, Williamsburg. 
Connor Wilkerson, First Baptist Church, London. 
Erin Woggon, Crescent Hill Baptist Church, Louisville. 
Madeline Yankey, Harrodsburg Baptist Church . 

2010 West Choir: 
MaryBeth Acquaviva, Beaver Dam Baptist Church. 
Madeline Allen, Rich Pond Baptist, Bowling Green. 
Natalie Allen, First Baptist Church, Kuttawa. 
Bailey Arnett, Lone Oak First Baptist, Paducah. 
Silas Baird, Hartford Baptist Church. 
Zane Birdsong, Immanuel Baptist Church, Paducah. 
Ashton Blakeman, Rich Pond Baptist, Bowling Green. 
Wilson Blakeman, Rich Pond Baptist, Bowling Green. 
Samantha Blount, Immanuel Baptist, Paducah. 
Emily Boyd, First Baptist Church, Murray. 
Anna Cate Brown, First Baptist Church, Murray. 
Diana Brown, Cave City Baptist Church. 
Hannah Cain-Hill, First Baptist Church, Murray. 
Joseph Camilleri, Lone Oak First Baptist, Paducah. 
Catherine Carter, Rich Pond Baptist, Bowling Green. 
Baily Caudle, Lone Oak First Baptist, Paducah. 
Ashley Chandler, Lone Oak First Baptist, Paducah. 
Liam Coursey, First Baptist Church, Madisonville. 
Sarahbeth Cox, First Baptist Church, Brandenburg. 
Ben Daniel, First Baptist Church, Bowling Green. 
Whit Devine, Immanuel Baptist Church, Paducah. 
Emily Drew, First Baptist Church, Murray. 
Cameron Durbin, Lone Oak First Baptist, Paducah. 
DeeDee Early, First Baptist Church, Kuttawa. 
Hannah Edminster, First Baptist Church, Murray. 
Lauren Edminster, First Baptist Church, Murray. 
Madison Erwin, First Baptist Church, Murray. 
Simon Gill, Rich Pond Baptist, Bowling Green. 
Ashlyn Gray, Hawesville Baptist Church. 
Courtney Hall, Lone Oak First Baptist, Paducah. 
Shelby Handley, First Baptist Church, Bowling Green. 
Preston Harrell, First Baptist Church, Bowling Green. 
William Holbrook, First Baptist Church, Morganfield. 
Matthew Howerton, First Baptist, Madisonville. 
Ashton Howton, Hawesville Baptist Church. 
Sydney Isbell, Lone Oak First Baptist, Paducah. 
Andrea Jameson, Lone Oak First Baptist, Paducah. 
Elizabeth Jarboe, Rich Pond Baptist, Bowling Green. 
Rebekah Jarboe, Rich Pond Baptist, Bowling Green. 
Natalie Joseph, Lone Oak First Baptist, Paducah. 
Olivia Kessinger, First Baptist Church, Brandenburg. 
Danielle Lanham, First Baptist, Bowling Green. 
Libby Lewis, Immanuel Baptist Church, Paducah. 
Belle McBride, Lone Oak First Baptist, Paducah. 
Reagan Miller, Rich Pond Baptist, Bowling Green. 
Kasey Miracle, First Baptist Church, Madisonville. 
Emma Mitchell, Lone Oak First Baptist, Paducah. 
Rachel Oakley, First Baptist Church, Kuttawa. 
Ashlee O'Bryan, Buena Vista Baptist, Owensboro. 
Ethan Peck, Immanuel Baptist Church, Paducah. 
Sarah Pemberton, Rich Pond Baptist, Bowling Green. 
Sydney Pemberton, Rich Pond Baptist, Bowling Green. 
Emma Robinson, Hawesville Baptist Church. 
Jaymi Smart, Rich Pond Baptist, Bowling Green. 
Katie Suggs, First Baptist Church, Bowling Green. 
Olivia Swadley, Lone Oak First Baptist, Paducah. 
Brayden Thomas, First Baptist Church, Morganfield. 
Cody Tynes, Immanuel Baptist Church, Paducah. 
Bailey Vandiver, Rich Pond Baptist, Bowling Green. 
Alyssa Wathen, Lone Oak First Baptist, Paducah. 
Madison Wells, First Baptist Church, Bowling Green. 
Matti Whitledge, First Baptist Church, Morganfield. 
Abigail Wright, First Baptist Church, ~~ttawa. 
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t:i..:fl1!: CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

May 
6 Iron Sharpening Iron, Kentucky Motor 

Speedway, Sparta. 
7 Children's Bible Drill , St. Matthews 

Baptist Church, Louisville. 
8 Children 's Bible Drill, Calvary Baptist 

Church, Lexington. 
10 Growing Ministries Tour, First 

Baptist Church, Eddyville. 
11 Iron Sharpening Iron, Jonathan 

Creek Camp and Conference Center, 
Hardin. 

11-13 Basic Training Journey for 
Church Planters, Baptist Building, 
Louisville. 

11-14 Contagious Churches and 
Leaders, Sojourn Community 
Church, Louisville. 

15 Kentucky WMU SALT, Baptist 
Building, Louisville. 

17 Women of Worth Lifestyle 
Evangelism Conference, 
Severns Valley Baptist Church, 
Elizabethtown. 

17 Iron Sharpening Iron, Moonlite Bar­
B-Q, Owensboro. 

18 Women of Worth Lifestyle 
Evangelism Conference, First Baptist 
Church, Somerset. 

24-25 Youth Ministers' Spring Retreat, 
Georgetown College. 

For more information, call (BOO) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org 

CLASSIFIED Aos 

To place an advertisement: 
Rates are available upon request. 

Call (502) 489-3428; 
or visit www.WesternRecorder.org. 
Claims made by advertisers are not 

necessarily those of the Western 
Recorder's staff or directors. 

FOR RENT: Private beach and moun­
tain resort accommodations. Summer 
and fall, discounts for ministers and 
families. E-mail enquiries to oasisat 
theocean@hotmail.com. 

RESOURCES: Do you need a church 
pianist? We have piano CDs for congre­
gations to sing by-hymns, gospel, cho­
ruses, praise, etc. Hundreds of songs; 
free demo; special church pricing. Call 
Worship Service Resources, (877) 977-
6800; www.pianocds.org. 

SEEKING: Beechland Baptist is ac­
cepting resumes for a part-time min­
ister to children. Submit resumes to 
bbcbishop@bellsouth.net. 

SEEKING: Pastor for Wyoming 
church. We can't pay much, but we do 
offer a 4bedroom, 3-bath house with 
paid utilities. Don't like cold weath­
er? Come for the summer and help 
us build our church. Wonderful mis­
sion opportunity for a retired cou­
ple. For more information, contact 
PepperPup38@hotmail.com. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor to shep­
herd well-established SBC congrega­
tion of Bethabara Baptist Church in 
Daviess County, Ky. Resumes should 
be sent to Pulpit Committee, 2946 
Hwy. 142, Philpot, KY 42366; or submit­
ted via e-mail through our Website at 
www.bethabarabaptistky.webs.com. 

SEEKING: Part-time custodian. 
Please send resume to West Broadway 
Baptist Church, 8420 Six Mile Lane.Jef­
fersontown, KY 40220, Attn: Roger Mc­
Clure. 

SEEKING: Part-time worship minis­
ter to plan, organize and lead grow­
ing worship ministry at Oakland Bap­
tist Church, which has a blended style 
of worship. Responsibilities include 
weekly leadership of worship choir, 
praise teams and instrumentalists, as 
well as seasonal events. Please submit 
resume to John Smith at Oakland Bap­
tist Church, PO Box 154, Oakland, KY 
42159. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for Sec­
ond Baptist Church, Hopkinsville, Ky. 
(affiliated with KBC). Send resumes to: 
Pastor Search Committee, Second Bap­
tist Church, 720 W 7th St., Hopkins­
ville, KY 42240; or e-mail pastorsearch 
sbc@gmail.com. Deadline: June 15. 

SEEKING: Pianist for Evergreen Bap­
tist Church. Sunday morning and eve­
ning services, Wednesday choir prac­
tice. Submit resume to Personnel Com­
mittee, 2698 Evergreen Road, Frank­
fort, KY 40601. (502) 223-3470. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of chil­
dren and family life (recreation). Can­
didate should be energetic, self-mo­
tivated, well organized and a cre­
ative team player who has the abili­
ty to relate to children, families and 
other adults on a personal and spir­
itual level. Send resumes to Dr. Ste­
phen C. Rice, First Baptist Church, 
1516 Midland Trail, Shelbyville, KY 
40065; or e-mail to srice@fbcshelby 
ville.com. Phone: (502} 633-1317. Web­
site: www.fbcshelbyville.com. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for Pleas­
ant Hill Baptist Church, Somerset, Ky. 
Please mail resume to Pastor Search 
Committee, 1685 Hwy. 3091, Somer­
set, KY 4250 3. 

SEEKING: SBC church youth leader, 
spiritually mature with heart in ser­
vice to youth. Approx. 20 flexible hours 
per week. Youth leadership experience 
required. Will plan, organize and im­
plement comprehensive youth min­
istry to help lead youth to salvation 
and develop Christian growth; main­
tain guidance/working relationship 
with pastor; integrate youth into life of 
church; lead volunteer workser. Con­
tact us: Tunnel Hill Baptist Church, 
734 Tunnel Hill Church Road, Eliza­
bethtown, KY 42701; Attn: Youth Lead­
er Position Inquiry. (270} 737-8120. Vis­
it www.tunnelhill.org, click on "email 
form" under "Contact Us"; enter 
your e-mail address; in Subject, enter 
"Youth Leader Position Inquiry"; add 
message and dick "Send Email." 

SEEKING: Senior pastor. The pas­
tor search committee of Victory Bap­
tist Church in Lexington, Ky., a South­
ern Baptist congregation, is accept­
ing resumes for a senior pastor. Resu­
mes should be sent to pastorsearch 
@vbclex.org by June 1, 2010; or mailed 
to the church office at 2261 Armstrong 
Mill Road, Lexington, KY 40515, Attn: 
Pastor Search. 

SEEKING: Full-time children's pastor 
for Campbellsville Baptist Church, lo­
cated in central Kentucky, to reach our 
children (birth-6th grade) and their 
families for Christ. Must be vision­
ary, team player, highly relational and 
passionate about seeing young fami­
lies come to Christ. Please send resu­
me to Discipleship Pastor Brad Lauer, 
bradl@cvillebaptist.com; or 420 N Cen­
tral Ave., Campbellsville, KY 42718. 
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o shrimp allowed 
By Todd and Michelle Deaton ~ ~ 

One afternoon, Sunny Starfish, Syd Squid and Seamore 
Seahorse were drinking coconut milkshakes at the Nibble Hook 
snack bar when several shrimp crawled in. One of the shrimp sat 
down on the stool next to Sunny. 

"Excuse me, but there isn't enough room for you," Sunny said, 
turning her nose up at the shrimp. 

"There are four stools," the shrimp corrected. 
"Syd needs an extra chair for all her legs," Sunny snapped. 

"Don't you, Syd?" 
Syd nodded as she pushed the shrimp off the stool with two of 

her legs. "No shrimp allowed," she said, loud enough for the other 
shrimp to hear. 

As the shrimp crawled away, Seamore asked Sunny, "Why are 
you so mean to the shrimp?" 

"They're all riff-raff bottom-dwellers," she sneered, with a 
less-than-shining attitude. 

"Yeah," Syd agreed, "we don't want them crawling around our 
Nibble Hook and spoiling everything. No respectable fish would be 
caught with them." 

"They have feelings, too," Seamore reminded Sunny. 
"They're just little creatures," Sunny replied. "Why should we 

care about them?" 
"To whales and sharks, we seem little," Seamore objected. 
"That's different," Syd argued. 
"How?" Seamore asked. 
Syd stammered, "But ... well, we don't attract shrimping boats." 
"And those boats sometimes catch crabs, squids and starfish in 

their nets," Sunny added. 
Seamore felt sad, but he wasn't sure why not allowing the 

shrimp to come into the Nibble Hook was a bad thing. He decided 
to ask Solomon the wise sea turtle, but Solomon was out of town. 

By the time Solomon returned a week later, the Nibble Hook 
looked very different. The water had turned a murky brown color, 
a green slime was growing on the walls, and the colorful fish that 
liked to play there were gone. 

"What happened? The Nibble Hook is a mess," Solomon asked as 
Seamore swam up the walk in front of Solomon's house. 

"I don't know," answered Seamore, "but I think it has something 
to do with the shrimp leaving." 

"Why did the shrimp leave?" asked Solomon. 
"Syd and Sunny were mean to the shrimp and they stopped 

coming to the Nibble Hook," Seamore told Solomon. "But I don't 
know why everything looks so bad," he added. 

"Shrimp eat the food that falls onto the sea floor, and they clean 
the gills on the colorful fishes," Solomon explained. 

"So, to clear up the murky 
Treasure w~ter and get rid of t_he green 

slime, we have to be nice to the 
Hunt shrimp," Seamore concluded. 

"Then maybe the colorful fish 
will come back, too." How did Sunny Starfish and Syd 

Squid treat the shrimp? 
Why were shrimp important? 
What happened after they left? 
How can our pride keep us from 

caring about others? 
Read Philippians 2:3-4 together. 

11~-,-

"That's right," Solomon 
agreed. "We must not let 
'shellfish' pride keep us from 
treating others well. We should 
care about them as much as we 
care about ourselves." 
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For Heaven's Sake 

OUR CHOIR DIRECTOR 
ASKED ME IF I WOULD 

51N6 THE: Rl:FRAIN 
.~ THIS SUNDAY 
·~~ 

Preacher's Kids 

May 4, 2010 

Mike Morgan 

... ACTUALLY, 
I ASKED IF 
HE WOUL.D 
REFRAIN 

FROM 
SINGING 

THIS 
SUNDAY! 

David Ayers 

I'M COLORING A PICTURE 
OF OUR FAMI/..Y, DO YOU TI-IINK 

IT'S GOOD ENOUGH TI-IAT 
,___...... (;OC, WOU/..P WANT ro PUT 

• IT ON HIS FRIDGc? 

Bible Crosswords 
Across 
1 "I_ not want" (Psalms 23:1) 
6 'The sucking child shall play on 

the hole of the " 
(Isaiah 11 :8) 

9 Father of Hophni and Phinehas 
(1 Samuel 2:27, 34) 

10 "Lie down in green _" 
(Psalms 23:2) 

14 "Then I will _ your flesh" 
(Judges 8:7) 

16 "_ the people together" 
(Deuteronomy 33:17) 

17 Mother, for short 
19 Sandwich shops 
21 Maiden name 
22 "I will fear ao 

(Psalms 23:4) 
24 "All the days of my_?' 

(Psalms 23:6) 
26 "He will not_ thee" 

(Deuteronomy 31 :8) 
28 "Thy rod and thy staff they_ 

me" (Psalms 23:4) 
31 "Thou preparest a_ before 

me" (Psalms 23:5) 
34 Yukon Front, abbr. 
35 Mined matter 
37 "Even unto the _ of ttie 

jubile" (Leviticus 27:18) 
38 "Lord, be not_ from me" 

(Psalms 35:22) 
40 What? 
42 "Thy _ and thy staff" 

(Psalms 23:4) 
44 "Valley of the shadow of_" 

(Psalms 23:4) 
46 "None that doeth good, no not 
_" (Psalms 14:3) 

47 Maryland's neighbor to the 
south, abbr. 

49 Flightless bird 
51 "In_ time Christ died for the 

ungodly" (Romans 5:6) 

Last week's solution 

54 "To lie down in __ pastures" 
(Psalms 23:2) 

57 Ass istant, abbr. 
59 Not Jr. 
60 Edible root 
61 Inhabitant 

Down 
2 " __ maketh me to lie down" 

(Psalms 23:2) 
3 Height, abbr. 
4 " __ down in green pastures" 

(Psalms 23:2) 
5 Organization for veterans, abbr. 
6 Preposition indicating when or 

where 
7 "I ... will __ with him, and he 

with me" (Revelation 3:20) 
8 Fruit 
10 "Thou __ a table before me" 

(Psalms 23:5) 
11 "Beside the waters" 

(Psalms 23:2) 
12 Wind direction 
13 "The Lord is my __ " 

(Psalms 23:1) 
15 In the year of our Lord, Lat. 

abbr. 
17 " __ shall follow me"(Psalms 

23:6) 
18 Audio-visual, abbr. 
20 Yes, Sp. 
23 " ____ hath sent me unto 

you" (Exodus 3:14) ( 2 words) 

By Elizabeth B. Smith 
11 la 

12 I 13 

25 " __ their skin from off them" 
(Micah 3:3) 

26 "Fear no evil: __ thou art with 
me" (Psalms 23:4) 

27 "God saw that _ was good" 
(Genesis 1 :10) 

29 Not on 
30 "Dwell in the house of the Lord 
__ " (Psalms 23:6) 
(2 words) 

32 "The well ... is between Kadesh 
and __ " (Genesis 16:14) 

33 Southeast Asian 
36 Myself 
39 Paid announcement 
41 "I will dwell in the __ of the 

Lord" (Psalms 23:6) 
43 Medium, abbr. 
45 "Annointest my __ with oil" 

(Psalms 23:5) 
48 "Thou with me" 

(Psalms 23:4) 
50 Social worker's graduate degree 
52 " __ not vain repetitions" 

(Matthew 6:7) 
53 "Do not __ , my beloved 

brethren" (James 1 :16) 
55 Apiece, abbr. 
56 "I will fear __ evil" 

(Psalms 23:4) 
58 Thallium, chem. symbol 
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WHITLEY COUNTY 
Kevin Lewis, Appalachian Ministries 

Michelle Pratt, Appalachian Ministries 
Jody Howard, Appalachian Ministries 
Dillon Walls, Appalachian Ministries 

Calep Surgener, Appalachian Ministries 
Sarah Kamalian, Appalachian Ministries 
LeAnn Wright, Appalachian Ministries 

Hughston Taylor, Appalachian Ministries 
Jonathan Bowman, Mountain Outreach 

Riley PerRins, Mountain Outreach 
Nie Irvin, Mountain Outreach 

Brandon Byrd, Mountain Outreach 
Tomas ClarR, Mountain Outreach 

Matt Mountjoy, Mountain Outreach 
Eric Napier, Mountain Outreach 

Danielle Keith, Mountain Outreach 
Ashleigh Collard, Mountain Outreach 
Linda DebaRey, Mountain Outreach 

Amy Roberts, Mountain Outreach 
Victoria Kirby, Mountain Outreach 

Kris Craig, Laurel LaRe Baptist Camp, KY 
April Smith, Laurel LaRe Baptist Camp, l<Y 

Caleb HetricR, Laurel LaRe Baptist Camp, KY 

Ashley Partin, Mt. Ash Baptist Church, KY 
Brandon Smith, Mt. Ash Baptist Church, KY 

Ariel Robinson, FBC Williamsburg, KY 
BrooRe JacRson, FBC Williamsburg, KY 

Ryan Poynter, M-FUGE, Williamsburg, KY 
Lindsay Green, M-FUGE, Williamsburg, KY 

KENTUCKY 
Katie Smith, Acts 1:8, Louisville, KY 

Madison Wesley, Acts 1:8, Louisville, KY 
Allen Reed, Acts 1:8, Louisville, KY 

Maddie Branstetter, Acts 1:8, Louisville, KY 
Kenny Newton, Acts 1:8, Louisville, KY 

Casey Hamm, Crossings Comp, KY 
Russ Ridenour, Eagan, KY 
Alli Burton, London, l<Y 

Edna Thompson, All Saint's Comp, KY 
Robbie Fiefhous, London, l<Y 

Samantha Robb, Louisville, KY 
Ben Clayton, Western KY 

EriRo Dobbs, Somerset, KY 
Forrest Colemon, FBC Somerset, KY 
Jonathon CarmocR, Manchester, KY 

Andrew Bertram, KentucRy 

UNITED nATES 
Megan Matthews, Two Rivers Church, TN 

Ashley Zomalloo, Los Vegas, NV 
Jared Dobney, Xenia, OH 
JaRe McPheron, US Tour 
Bubbo Ruppe, Georgia 

Airion Britt, Georgia 
Madison McCalmon, Georgia 

INTERNATIONAL 
Amanda Walton, Kenya 
Nathan Frerichs, Kenya 

Tommie Thompson, Kenya 
Courtney Fout, Kenya 
Katie Johnson, Kenya 
Kora Clemens, Kenya 

David Intel, Cambodia 
Allen Reed, Haiti 

Maddie Branstetter, Haiti 
Kenny Newton, Haiti 

Ashley Devore, Southeast Asia 
Lindsey Jones, Southeast Asia 

1.800.343.1609 • , www.ucumberlands.edu 


