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AIM, students team up to prep for World Equestrian Games

y - - b AN
Sam Neace of thdwlla Bapt/st Church in Winchester drops a box of toothpaste /nto a hosp/tahty bag of everyday hygeine
items that will be handed out by the Affiliated International Ministries group to the hundreds of grooms that will be working
at the World Equestrian Games this fall. The worldwide equine event will be held at the Kentucky Horse Park in Lexington
Sept. 25-0ct. 10. (Photo by Drew Nichter)

‘More Than Gold’

Church
attendance
up since ’08,
Gallup says

Washington—A new Gallup Poll
found that Americans’ self-re-
ported church attendance has in-
creased slightly since 2008.

When asked “How often do
you attend church, synagogue or
mosque?” 43.1 percent of Amer-
icans in 2010 said they attend-
ed church “at least once a week”
or “almost every week.” That’s up
from 42.8 percent in 2009 and 42.1
percent in 2008. ’

Researchers previously believed
that church attendance rises when
economic times are bad. The Gal-
lup data, however, indicates that
the opposite may be happening.

“There has been well-publicized
speculation about the possibility
that church attendance has risen
over the past two years as Ameri-
cans became more despondent and
worried as a result of the econom-
icrecession,” Frank Newport of Gal-
lup wrote. “However, trends ... re-
flect just the opposite pattern, with
both church attendance and eco-
nomic confidence increasing from
2008 to 2009, and now into 2010.”

Demographic breakdown
Conservatives, non-Hispan-

By Drew Nichter
News Director

Lexington—With just about
two and a half months before
the start of the country’s largest-
ever equine event, ministries-sur-
rounding the World Equestrian
Games also are ramping up.

Last week, a group of nearly 50
Kentucky Baptists—most of them
students—gathered at George-
town College for a different. kind
of mission project.

“So, you're just going to come

do whatever somebody needs you to
do,” was how LaRaine Rice described
last week’s “ministry preparation”
project.

Rice is the volunteer coordina-
tor for Affiliated International Min-
istries, an ecumenical group of
churches and organizations con-
ducting a variety of ministries be-
fore, during and after the World
Equestrian Games.

The event, to be held Sept. 25-Oct.
10 at Lexington’s Kentucky Horse
Park, is expected to attract upwards

500 athletes and 600 horses will
compete in this year’s games.

A crowd that large requires a
great deal of preparation for offi-
cials at the Kentucky Horse Park
and the World Equestrian Games.
AIM has been instrumental in
making that process go much
smoother.

“I could throw anything out
there to (AIM) and ... they’re like,
‘We'’re on it,”” said Melissa Gam-
ble, volunteer services manager
for the World Equestrian Games.

ic blacks and Republicans demon-
strated the highest church partic-
ipation, with 55 percent of each
group reporting frequent church
attendance. Liberals and young
adults (ages 18 to 29) rounded out
the bottom, with 27 and 35 percent
respectively.

In its report, Gallup said “the
small increase in attendance be-
tween 2008 and so far in 2010 is
statistically significant, suggesting
that there has in fact been an up-
tick in religious service participa-
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to Georgetown and you’re going to

of 600,000 spectators. As many as

Q See Ky. Baptist teens ...
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tion in the real world” over the last
two and a half years. (RNS)

Louisville church develops heart for unreached people groups

Editor’s note: This is the first in a two-part series on
Kentucky Baptist churches adopting unreached people
groups. Part two will appear in next week’s issue of the
Western Recorder.

By Ken Walker

State Correspondent

Louisville—With an average weekly attendance
of 300, Hunsinger Lane Baptist Church is far from
a megachurch. But the Louisville congregation
isn’t letting size deter it from adopting an un-
reached people group (UPG) on the Indonesian is-
land of Sumatra.

While it had its origins at last summer’s South-
ern Baptist Convention annual meeting, the proj-
ect still is unfolding.

The latest step involves two college-age mem-
bers who left for a nine-week teaching and fact-
finding mission in early June. »

They will be followed in late July by a team con-

sisting of Pastor Charlie Davis, education minis-
ter Brian Nichter and mission team member Kory
Capps.

Astudent at Southern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary, Capps said he and his family hope to pur-
sue a post-graduation call to Sumatra through the
International Mission Board.

After the two summer trips, the church will de-
termine what UPG it wants to adopt.

“I feel really passionate about it,” said Eliza-
beth Davis, the pastor’s daughter, who currently
is in Sumatra. “If every church across the U.S. did
that, I think we would ultimately be fulfilling the
Great Commission.”

Pastor Davis traces the undertaking to the
2009 SBC convention, where he heard a pastor
from South Carolina describe how God called his
church to target a UPG.

“Ibelieve God spoke to me,” Davis said of the in-

spiration. “I had felt led for several years to think
about a different approach. To fulfill the Great
Commission, we needed to be more targeted.”

After returning home, he shared those feel-
ings with several mission team members and
leaders. After receiving a positive reaction, he in-
vited Phil Nelson, an IMB regional representative,
to meet with the mission team last fall. Ironically,
last July,Davis started a term on IMB’s board of di-
rectors, service which would bring him a greater
awareness of the agency’s resources.

“As a local pastor, I didn’t even know the IMB
had regional representatives to serve pastors,” Da-
vis noted. “I had never heard of any pastors having
these people in.”

Nelson helped explain the make-up of UPGs
(generally defined as a population with less than
two percent evangelical Christians) and coach
[ See Congregation exploring mission ... Page 2
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EYES OF THE WORLD Photos of people from around the world
line the walls of Hunsinger Lane Baptist Church’s sanctuary. The
Louisville church is exploring the adoption of an unreached people
group on the Indonesian island of Sumatra. (submitted photo)

Congregation exploring
mission opportunities
with unreached groups

Continued from page 1
them about the adoption process.

That meeting has been followed by a series of incidents
that Davis said can only be described as God leading the
church to pursue this course.

They include the fact that Nelson’s assignment recently
was changed; he now devotes his time to helping mobilize
U.S. churches to reach people on Sumatra.

Among others:

mTwo former Hunsinger Lane Baptist members now with
the IMB have been assigned to engage UPGs on Sumatra.

mAnother couple with strong ties to the church recent-
ly moved from the Philippines to Sumatra, where he teach-
es theology.

mA couple who spent the past six years as missionaries to
the island, but had to retire for health reasons, have joined
the church:Herb and Debbie Ewers have been leading train-
ing sessions to help prepare members for service there.

mDavis has met pastors from three other Southern Bap-
tist churches who are reaching out to Sumatra and are in-
teresting in forming partnerships.

“One thing Nelson told us in determining what people
group to adopt was to look for connections,” Davis said. “If
we have people sent out who are focused on reaching UPGs,
why wouldn’t you partner with them? It makes sense.”

Sumatra is fertile ground for the gospel, with 52 of the
53 people groups on the island of 40 million largely not
reached by the gospel, Nelson pointed out.

The affinity connections strategist said more than 90 per-
cent of the people there identify with the Muslim religion.

In adoption, a church is saying that it will help new be-
lievers understand what it takes to help a congregation
grow up and establish a presence, Nelson explained.

Hunsinger Lane’s project has drawn considerable sup-
port from young adults. In addition to collegians Elizabeth
Davis and Melanie Nichter, two members of the mission
team are age 29—Capps and Josh Frankel.

Capps said he and his wife, Elizabeth, originally sensed
God placing Indonesia on their hearts as students at North-
west College in aneapohs

The seminarian said he used to see a call to missions as a
personal endeavor but now appreciates how it involves the
local church.

“We want to be on board with what God is doing at Hun-
singer Lane,” Capps said.

Awareness of the project is just spreading through the
church after Davis completed a four-week sermon series
about it in mid-June.

Although new to most members, Capps said it already
has made a deep impact on him.

“The more I started looking into it, I thought how wise it
was using available resources and engaging the church in
reaching UPGs,” Capps said. “It’s the difference between a
shotgun and a laser. So often missions are short term, but
there’s no vibrant connection with what'’s going on.”

The primary task Hunsinger Lane Baptist will pursue in
the coming year is helping start churches, as well as inform-
ing other Kentucky Baptists of the opportunities before
them, Davis said.

“I've been a pastor for 28 years and I never thought that
my local congregation could reach a people group—that we
could take the gospel to the nations and send out teams,”
Davis said. “That was huge for me. This is a real possibility.”
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FUN TIMES AT CAMP CentriKid campers play a game on the Stapp Lawn on the Campbellsville University campus. There have
been three CentriKid camps held at the school this summer, in addition several other Christian camp weeks. (Photo by Ashley
Holt/Campbellsville University)

GCampbelisville Univ. hosts summer camps

By Ashley Holt
Campbellsville University

Campbellsville—The Campbellsville University campus
is the host of several Christian camps this summer, in-
cluding several in which Campbellsville students are
participating.

CentriKid is an example of such a camp. Established
by LifeWay Christian Resources, the camp is designed for
children in first through sixth grades. Kids play games,
do Bible studies and attend worship services during the
weeklong camp.

West Smith served as the camp director for the sec-
ond of three CentriKid camps and a training camp held
on the Campbellsville University campus this summer.

“It’s an opportunity to bring you out of your comfort
zone, and to make an important impact on the lives of
these kids,” he said. “You have to love kids and endure
long days, but it’s amazing to meet people from all over,
some of whom have become my best friends.”

Smith’s team generally has around 150 campers. He
said they usually witness anywhere from eight to 10
campers make desicision for Jesus Christ.

The Fellowship of Christian Athletes’ leadership camp

is another Christian camp taking place at Campbellsville
this summer. This year is the camp’s 18th. It came to the
Campbellsville campus for the first time last year.

Students come from all around the region to par-
ticipate. They typically are interested in becoming bet-
ter leaders for Christ on their sports teams and in their
schools.

Steve Wigginton is the FCA director for middle and
high schools in the Louisville area. “FCA is such an im-
portant organization. The more students and people in
general that we can train with leadership skills the bet-
ter,” he said.

Kentucky Heartland Outreach is a missions camp
sponsored by Campbellsville University that focuses pri-
marily on Central Kentucky.

André Tomaz, a recent Campbellsville graduate, is
serving as the camp director for KHO this summer.

“It’s awesome working with KHO and seeing people
come to know the Lord,” he said. “We’re here to minister
to these campers and to the homeowners. So far we've
witnessed over 30 salvations.

“No amount of work that we do during the day com-
pares to the work God is doing through KHO.”

BSK to relocate to Georgetown College campus

Georgetown—The Baptist Seminary
of Kentucky, an 8-year-old theologi-
cal partner of the Cooperative Bap-
tist Fellowship, is moving to the cam-
pus of Georgetown College.

Launched in 2002 at Calvary
Baptist Church in Lexington, Bap-
tist Seminary of Kentucky has since
2005 rented space on the campus
of Lexington Theological Seminary,
which is affiliated with the Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of Christ). The
seminary began looking for a new
location last year when Lexington
Seminary indicated it likely would
downsize and move out of its cam-
pus in downtown Lexington.

Baptist Seminary of Kentucky
will remain independent from
Georgetown College, while leasing
space and sharing resources like a
55,000-square-foot library completed
in 1998. Georgetown President Wil-
liam Crouch told the Louisville Cou-
rier-Journal that while it is a busi-
ness relationship, “we look at it as if
we've added them to our family.”

The first Baptist college founded

+west: of ithe Allegheny. mountains,

Georgetown College traces its histo-
ry to an academy started in 1787 by a
Baptist minister named Elijah Craig.
In 1942 the college entered into an
agreement with the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention that allowed the
state convention to elect the school’s
trustees.

Georgetown trustees voted in
2005 to revert to a self-perpetuat-
ing board of trustees, saying that
for fundraising purposes the college
needed the freedom to include non-
Baptist trustees. A new agreement
called for phasing out KBC funding
of Georgetown over four years and
assured that at least 75 percent of
the school’s board of trustees would
be Kentucky Baptists.

The agreement said that George-
town would remain an “officially
sanctioned entity” in relationship
with the KBC; that Georgetown stu-
dents could receive KBC scholar-
ships; and that Georgetown and the
KBC would jointly hire and fund a
campus minister position.

KBC Executive Director Bill Mack-

‘ ey’ told " thé.,'Western Recorder last .

week he and other convention rep-
resentatives plan to speak with Pres-
ident Crouch about the seminary’s
move to the Georgetown campus
and how it “might impact the mem-
orandum of ministry partnership”
between the two.

Mackey declined to make any fur-
ther comments until a meeting had
taken place, only saying, “It is my
hope that this ministry partnership
can continue to serve the purposes
of both entities in the future.”

Remodeling is underway while
funds are being raised for new offic-
es for seminary faculty near the cen-
ter of Georgetown’s campus. Fall se-
mester classes for the seminary will
be offered in August.

Baptist Seminary of Kentucky en-
rolled 53 full- and part-time students
in the most recent academic year.

In addition to the move, Bap-
tist Seminary of Kentucky recently
was granted associate-member sta-
tus by the Association of Theological
Schools. (ABP)

With additional reporting by News Director
Drew Nichter" -
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The Widow’s Mite

Haitian church gives 2 years’ wages for earthquake relief

By Margaret Dempsey-Colson
Florida Baptist Convention

Port-de-Paix, Haiti—A Baptist
church in Northern Haiti has made
an unprecedented gift of 20,000
gourdes—$506—to aid in the recov-
ery from the Jan. 12 earthquake.

The gift, though small by some
standards, is the equivalent of
about two years’ wages in the Hai-
tian economy.

“Too often we look at the size of
the gift, not the size of the sacri-
fice,” said Dennis Wilbanks, Florida
Baptists’ associate director of part-
nership missions. “I was so moved
that I could not believe this was ac-
tually happening.”

The gift from members of Naza-
rite Baptist Church in Port-de-Paix
on Northern Haiti’s Atlantic coast
is the first time a Haitian congrega-
tion has given funds “to distribute
as we see fit,” Wilbanks said, add-
ing that he is accustomed to receiv-
ing numerous requests for financial
aid from the impoverished Haitians
but was surprised by the unexpect-
ed no-strings-attached gift.

On a recent trip to Haiti, Wil-
banks, along with Tennessee pas-
tor Steve Nelson and Jean Louis
Otandieu, director of missions in
Haiti’s Northwest Baptist Associa-
tion, visited the church to thank
leaders personally for the sacrifi-
cial gift.

“After crossing five rivers and
the roughest road I have ever tra-
versed, we finally arrived at the
church site,” Wilbanks said. “When
I saw the building, I was complete-
ly at a loss. I could not believe that
the congregation that meets in this
building could ever raise those
kinds of funds, much less even con-

sider giving them.”

With a dirt floor, walls of white
mud packed onto rough-hewn
wooden slats and a metal roof, the
church building belies its members’
spirit of selflessness and generosity.

On a typical Sunday, Pas-
tor Pierre Cenervil, a father of 10,
preaches to about 130 Haitians,
many of whom walk long distanc-
es for worship. Cenervil explained
to Wilbanks that the church has
been praying for a “stronger facil-
ity, with chalkboards and benches,
so that they could have a school,” a
desperate need in the area.

Still, having seen what the Con-
fraternite Missionaire Baptiste
d’Haiti convention and Florida Bap-
tists have done for Haiti during the
past 15 years and saying that Flori-
da Baptists “have been there when
no one else seemed to care,” the pas-
tor led his church to look beyond its
own need, Wilbanks said.

Cenervil said he wanted the
financial gift to “help the poor peo-
ple of Port-au-Prince who lost every-
thing in the earthquake.” Although
his own church has dire needs, he
said his congregants needed “to be
obedient to God and that this was
the right thing to do to give the
money to CMBH for the disaster re-
lief effort.”

The gift, Wilbanks said, signifies
the maturing of the church in Haiti
“from a people who are only recipi-
ents to a people who are givers.” He
said he believes the church has set
an example and standard for oth-
er churches in Haiti “to mature to
the place of giving without expec-
tations of receiving something in
return.”

“This church is an example of a
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small, impoverished church part-
nering with others to increase its
impact through a collective gift,”
said Wilbanks, who emphasized
that “faithfulness and obedience
are more important than a token
gift given out of abundance.”

The responsiveness of Haitians
to the gospel message in the after-
math of the earthquake continues
to be a miracle, both in the number
of new converts won to Christ and
the planting of new churches across
the island nation, Florida Baptist
Convention Executive Director John
Sullivan said.

“This is one of the most amaz-

ing displays of the grace of God in
redemption that we know,” Sulli-
van said. “This is the most amazing
display of redemption with which
the Florida Baptist Convention has
been involved.”

Sullivan credited all other South-
ern Baptist state conventions for
their roles in the evangelistic har-
vest, saying it was “the most amaz-
ing display of cooperation among
state conventions that I have been a
part of in my years in Florida. Their
churches share in the victories be-
cause of their financial support,
mission teams, prayers and encour-
agement.” (BP)

EXAMPLE OF SACRIFICE
The building of Nazarite
Baptist Church in Port-de-
Paix, Haiti, belies the 130-
member congregation’s
sacrificial giving for
earthquake relief. (Photo
by Steven Nelson/Florida
Baptist Convention)

Ky. Baptist teens serve others ahead of equestrian games

MOMENT OF PRAYER
LaRaine Rice (center),
volunteer coordinator for
Affiliated International
Ministries, is joined

in prayer by Dawna
Clark (left) from

Central Baptist Church

in Lawrenceburg and
Connie Wise from
Liberty Baptist Church

in Campbellsville before
assembling hospitality
bags filled with everyday
personal hygeine items
for grooms at this

fall's World Equestrian
Games. Each of the bags
has AIM’s colorful “More
Than Gold” logo, which
provides AIM volunteers
with a means for
sharing the gospel with
others, something AIM
coordinators say will
happen often during the
Sept. 25-Oct. 10 games.
(Photo by Drew Nichter)

Continued from page 1

Groups from nine Kentucky Baptist
churches participated in last week’s AIM-
sponsored mission project. Working Monday
through Friday mostly at the Kentucky Horse
Park, the mission team of primarily high
school students learned that summer mis-
sions isn’t just about leading backyard Bible
clubs or repairing houses.

“Anything they asked us to do is what we
did,” said Rice, who also is the youth and col-
lege consultant for Kentucky Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union.

Jobs included cleaning the seats at the
horse park’s indoor and outdoor arenas,
painting fences, pulling weeds and picking
up cigarette butts—most of the time in tem-
peratures exceeding 90 degrees.

“I think it gives them a humbling experi-
ence to know that servants get down in a low-
ly place,” said Pastor Rick Clark, who brought
a group of four boys—all of them young Chris-
tians eager to learn about missions.

“We feel like this is getting them started
on the right track to do missions early in their
lives,” he said.

Last Thursday, the mission team detoured
from their horse park duties to work inside
a warehouse filling hospitality bags for the
hundreds of grooms who will be working at
the World Equestrian Games.

Gamble came up with the idea as a way to
do something nice for the games’ “unsung
heroes.”

i Thegrooms “come ineway before the teams

and they take care of the horses night and
day,” she said. “They’re the ones that are out
in the mud and the cold and the dark.”

The gender-specific bags were packed with
a number of everyday personal hygeine items
such as toothpaste, deodorant and wash-
cloths.

Each bag has AIM’s “More Than Gold” logo,
a five-color horseshoe design that helps AIM
volunteers share the gospel with others.

During the games, the “More Than Gold”
emblem will be prominently displayed on
AIM volunteers’ T-shirts and on trading pins,
which have become popular souvenirs at
worldwide sporting events like the World
Equestrian Games and the Olympics.

Each project participant was given a “More
Than Gold” pin and encouraged to give it
away—along with a gospel presentation.

At Georgetown College, where the mission
team stayed, Rice said some team members
used the pins to share the gospel with George-
town students working at the cafeteria.

“They’ve been very intentional about re-
membering even when they’re on the college
campus, it’s a mission field, too,” she noted.

Pastor Clark said his students realized that
cleaning the horse park’s arena seats was
something they could do at their own high
school football stadium, praying over each
seat in the process.

“They realized they were to pray for the
people that were going to sit in those seats,”
Clark said. “It kind of brought it home to
them.”
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Great Commission minister

I recently interviewed a man about his Great Commission
experiences in Haiti, 10 countries in Central and South Amer-
ica, and in Togo, Africa. How could he be a Great Commission
minister when he is not ordained and has never been to sem-
inary? Here’s his story.

This layman first got involved in partner-
ship missions in 1985 in Haiti and helped
construct five chapels over the next five
years. From 1992-95, he served as an Inter-
national Service Corps missionary with the
International Mission Board in Brazil. There
he participated in the building of 103 mis-
sion chapels in the state of Minas Gerais.

While a chapel was being built, hun-
dreds of people would respond to the show-
ing of the “JESUS” film. Construction team
members rotated doing door-to-door wit-
nessing, school visitation and home Bible
studies. The layman said it was gratifying
to see the spiritual growth of team members, some of whom
responded as career missionaries, and to see thousands make
decisions for Christ.

He said one of the most heart-rending projects he worked
on involved the construction of a chapel in a very poor and
rocky remote area known as Jequitihonha—“The Valley
of Death.” A precious lady there had prayed 11 years for a
church building. Three chapels were built within 12 miles by
teams that week.

Once his formal work with the IMB ended, this layman
continued to work with national conventions in various Bra-
zilian states and in the Central and South American coun-
tries of Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, Honduras, Venezuela, Nica-
ragua, Panama, Guatemala and Mexico, as well as in Togo, Af
rica. This servant of Christ was not a formal student of cul-
ture, but he has learned the culture in various countries by
working with the people.

And to help pass this missionary spirit on to future gener-
ations, he has taken seven teenagers from his local church on
mission trips. His grandsons also have accompanied him on
several mission trips. He has five more mission trips sched-
uled before the end of this year.

I share this man’s story to draw attention to the fact that
although many Southern Baptists have spent the last two
years talking and blogging about the Great Commission,
thousands of laypeople like him have been living out the
Great Commission for most of their lives.

This man’s passion is expressed in the sign that is placed
over the door of each church that he helps build, “Only
Jesus Christ Saves, Acts 4:12.” This Great Commission minis-
ter is the real deal. He sold a successful construction business
in Charlotte, N.C., and overcame personal challenges to go to
Brazil. [ am greatly challenged and 1nsp1red by his Great Com-
mission spirit and commitment.

He is my brother, Ronnie Mackey. Ronnie still lives in the
rural community where we grew up, but he has the world on
his heart.

Pariners in
the Mission

By Bill Mackey

Bill Mackey is executive director of the Kentucky Baptist Convention.

Growing ‘Great Commission eyes’

I'I\No Baptist Press stories appearing in this issue
caught my attention as examples of sacrificial
giving to Southern Baptist missions causes.

The first article relates the decision of First Baptist
Church, Springdale, Ark., to suspend its weekly tele-
vision ministry in favor of sending
more money to “seeing the nations
come to Christ through the work
of Southern Baptists.” The church’s
pastor, Ronnie Floyd, says that serv-
ing as chairman of the Southern
Baptist Convention’s Great Com-
mission Resurgence Task Force this
past year has “so changed my life
and ministry perspective.” Certain-
ly, Floyd, who has been vocal in urging pastors of oth-
er large churches to increase their Cooperative Pro-
gram support, is putting himself on the line by mak-
ing good on his promises to increase CP giving from
the church that he serves. (See full story on page 6.)

While the total CP giving of the Springdale congre-
gation, which averages about 6,300 in worship atten-
dance, increases to about $500,000—approximately
3.7 percent of its undesignated receipts of $13.37 mil-
lion-the move still represents a 25 percent increase
over the preceding year and more than double what
it gave two years ago. That is a commendable step, par-
ticularly since the increase comes at a time when the
church cut its budget by $600,000.

Much has been said in press conferences, columns
and blogs in recent months concerning the desire to
see a Great Commission resurgence. The task force’s
report affirms the Cooperative Program as the “pre-
ferred conduit of Great Commission funding” and
“the most effective and efficient means of channel-
ing the sacrifical support of our churches.” And what
Southern Baptists need now is for worthy examples to
arise among the leaders of our national and state con-
ventions in increasing support for cooperative mis-
sions endeavors. Indeed, grand words ring hollow
when sacrificial commitment does not follow.

The other article comes from a small congregation
in a completely different part of our world—a third-
world country devastated by a recent earthquake.
Nazarite Baptist Church in Northern Haiti recent-
ly gave 20,000 gourdes, or about $500, to be used to
“help the poor people of Port-au-Prince who lost every-
thing in the earthquake.” Admittedly, the gift doesn’t
sound that remarkable to most American ears, but
the amount represents about two-years’ wages for the
average Haitian. (See full article on page 3.)

“With a dirt floor, walls of white mud packed
onto rough-hewn wooden slats and a metal roof, the

church building belies its members’ spirit of selfless-
ness and generosity,” observes freelance writer Marga-
ret Dempsey-Colson. Even more commendable, the
church had been praying for an adequate facility to be
used for a desperately needed school, but they chose
to give to missions instead.

Dennis Wilbanks of the Florida
Baptist Convention believes the gift
signifies the maturing of the church
“from a people who are only recipi-
ents to a people who are givers.” In
their willingness to give sacrificially,
in spite of their dire needs, they set
an example for other believers—par-
ticularly Americans who, in compar-
ison, give from abundance.

In that same story are reports of a growing recep-
tiveness to the gospel. Haitian pastors count more
than 135,000 professions of faith since the earthquake,
and 135 new churches have sprung up in the past four
months. Through their gifts to Cooperative Program,
prayers and involvement in missions, every Southern
Baptist church shares in victories like these.

In “The Purpose Driven Life,” Rick Warren advo-
cates that we think like “world-class Christians.” Cit-
ing Philippians 2:4, the transformation, he says, en-
tails a shift from self-centered thinking to other-cen-
tered thinking, and is achieved by adopting Paul’s
mindset in 1 Corinthians 10:33: “I don’t think about
what would be good for me but about what would be
good for many people so that they might be saved.”
In this way, we develop what he calls our “Great Com-
mission eyes” through which we see and seize oppor-
tunities to “do whatever will bring them a step closer
to knowing Christ.”

Warren urges, “The Great Commission is your com-
mission, and doing your part is the secret to living a
life of significance.” The disciple’s mission is clear,
but not simple: “Go everywhere in the world and tell
the Good News to everyone” (Mark 16:15). Here’s how
Warren explains our common call: “God invites you
to participate in the greatest, largest, most diverse,
and most significant cause in history—his kingdom.
... He’s building his family for eternity. Nothing mat-
ters more, and nothing will last as long.”

These examples of sacrificial giving, along with
stories like the one about Hunsinger Lane Baptist
Church in Louisville adopting an unreached people
group in Indonesia (see page 1), are reminders that if
we are serious about being like Jesus, we must grow
“Great Commission eyes” and nurture a heart for the
whole world—not just for our desires and happiness
or that of our families, friends or churches.

By Todd Deaton
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Will the NBA’s Lebron James win in Miami?
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' 'experienced a win! ©

By David Gray

Lebron James is leaving the Cleve-
land Cavaliers in order to become a
bigger winner. I wonder what will
constitute a big enough win.

Having the best record in the NBA
hasn’t been enough. To be popular
hasn’t been enou

I have had what the world might
consider mixed results in my ca-
reer. God graciously allowed me to
be chosen the pastor of a small ru-
ral church. Eleven years later I led a
good, but still small church. I thinkI
understand how Lebron feels. There

gh have been a lot of good
To be rich beyond his ALEY M8 B things that have hap-

wildest dreams hasn’t
been enough. Will winning the NBA
championship be enough?

Then I think about myself. What
success will make me feel validated?
What accomplishment will satisfy
my yearning to achieve?

Visits from two men have shown
me what wotuild be the ultimate win.
Both entered my office with ques-
tions. The first wanted help knowing
how to save his marriage. The sec-
ond desired to know ways to grow in
his ability to communicate his faith
and his love to his wife and kids. Ev-
ery time I can help a man succeed in
properly caring for his family, I have

oy e

pened, butitjustdoesn’t
feel like we’ve won it all. There is an
elusive championship (in the world’s
eyes) that I have not been able to ral-
ly those around me to obtain.

The difference between me and
Lebron is my success or failure won’t
be determined by a survey of my ca-
reer statistics. What will count will
be the quality and depth of my rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ. My obe-
dience in fulfilling my calling to be
a disciple who makes disciples who
can make disciples is the measure
that will determine my success. I
don’t have to settle for a corruptible
crown. I claim a prize that will still
have meanidg'in eternity.

Lebron seems to be seeking to
have the world see him as a great
champion. I seek to have the One
who has won to declare me a winner.
So right where I am I pursue the call-
ing to urge men to “love your wives;
even as Christ also loved the church
and gave himself for it” (Ephesians
5:25). I want to model, teach and
train men to understand how to
raise their children without pro-
voking them to anger but to “bring
them up in the nurture and admoni-
tion of the word.” (Ephesians 6:4).

Lebron James has been chasing
a lesser dream. Let us “press toward
the mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Phi-
lippians 3:14). Sure, basketball, foot-
ball and all the other sports can be
fun. But they do not determine a
true winner. A true champion is the
one who fulfills his or her calling
from God. (BP)

David Gray Is pastor of First Baptist Church in
Garrettsville, Ohio, located about 35 miles from
Akron, Lebron James”hometown.
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Be the ‘somehody different’ in someone’s life

On the way to work last week, I
heard an interview with University
of Louisville Head Basketball Coach
Rick Pitino. As hard as it is to admit
as a Kentucky Wildcat fan,
some of-what he said made
sense and got me thinking.
At the risk of someone com-
ing and asking for my Big
Blue fan card, here I go.

When asked about one of
his players who turned pro
against his advice, Coach
Pitino said:

“It’s the strangest thing,
and as a parent I can tell
you this. And dealing with
other parents who have
had children, the one thing
is, youw’ll take a father—a
Jerry West, an Oscar Robertson,
you’ll sometimes meet people of
that stature—who’ll say to me,
‘Coach, will you do me a favor? Can
you speak to my son, and give him
a little guidance? He’s not listen-
ing to me.” Well, you're Jerry West;
you’re Oscar Robertson—not just
singling those two out—and there
have been others. If they’re not go-
ing to listen to you, why are they go-
ing to listen to me?

“It’s the same way in the game
of life. I was always trying to get my
oldest (son) in shape when he was
young.I'd say, ‘Why don’t we do this
or why don’t we do that?’ ‘No, dad,
I'm not going to do it.’ Then all of
a sudden, he met Short Brown, our
strength coach, or Rock Oliver, and

Youth Ministry
Corner

Joe Ball

he said, ‘Oh, I'm definitely going
to do it.’ I said, ‘T've been trying to
get you to do it for years, Michael,
and you wouldn’t listen to me.” And
he said, ‘Oh no, but the
strength coach told me to
do it.” So it’s often it hap-
pens in this game of life,
who people listen to isn’t
necessarily the person with
the most wisdom, but the
person that is somebody
different in their life.”

That is the phrase that
hit home: “.. who peo-
ple listen to isn’t neces-
sarily the person with the
most wisdom, but the per-
son that is somebody dif-
ferent in their life.” It got
me thinking about those who were
“somebody different” in my life.
Maybe it has more to do with the
fact that two of them passed away
this past month, than with what
Coach Pitino said.

One of them I never met. Dana
Key was the lead singer and guitar-
ist for the Christian Band DeGarmo
& Key. Their rich lyrics were spiritu-
ally challenging and their musical
style spoke to my heart language
and provided for me endless hours
of soul searching as to what I was to
be as a Christian young man. Their
call to not be a “Casual Christian”—
and a myriad of other songs—chal-
lenged me in my faith and drew me
to Scripture.

The other was Jabe Cravens. He

and his wife, Alohana, were youth
sponsors at Little Flock Baptist
Church in Shepherdsville. He was
a man’s man, a pipe fitter by trade
who couldn’t wear a long-sleeve
shirt because his arms were too big
for the sleeves. Two of their three
sons, Butch and Mike, were older
than me; Todd, was younger.

Jabe had a zest for life, which
showed every day. From the softball
field to youth events to just hang-
ing out at their house, he loved life
and he loved us students. The sheer
number of us that showed up for
his funeral some 30 years later re-
minded me of the influence he had
on an entire generation of teens.

As a youth minister, I have had
the opportunity to be that some-
body different in the lives of stu-
dents. As a parent I have had the
privilege of seeing other adults be a
somebody different for my kids.

I have watched my dad, who
has been scoutmaster of Boy Scout
Troop 20 for more than 40 years, be
that somebody different in the lives
of countless young men.

The church and our communi-
ties are full of teenagers who need
somebody different to speak to their
lives. Let us do our part as a church
to facilitate putting men and wom-
en of integrity in the lives of our stu-
dents—men and women who maybe
can be that somebody different.

Joe Ball, a former youth minister at Edgewood
Baptist Church in Hopkinsville, is youth
strategist for the Kentucky Baptist Convention.

Freedom to think and make mistakes

By Scott Wigginton

Q: What advice do you have about parenting a teen
who is always compliant?

How easy it might be to confuse compliance with
healthy obedience. Since obedience is highly valued
by God, one might imagine that the root motivation
of healthy obedience is love and re-
spect. Jesus told His disciples, “If any-
one loves, me, he will obey my teach-
ing” (John 14:23).

Compliance, on the other hand
might be motivated by a number of
factors. While compliance out of love
and respect would certainly be synon-
ymous with a healthy obedience, compliance also may
find its motivational roots in fear and an unhealthy
need to please. Teens who never question or push the
limits may need to learn that it is fine to have an opm
ion and to express their true feelings.

Parents who instill a strong sense of responsibility,
self-discipline and appreciation for structure in their
children may need to be careful so as not to be control-
ling. When teens seem to always agree with everything
you are saying, it might be wise to let them know that
you would see it as a sign of maturity if they would
sometimes voice a different perspective or opinion. Par-
ents need to ask for feedback as to whether we make it
difficult for our children to have a different opinion.

Parenting that begins in childhood as “thus saith the
Lord” and never moves to “come let us reason togeth-
er” runs the risk of disempowering and even alienating
young-adult children who need to have the freedom to
think and even make mistakes. Some wise old sage once
suggested that we need to “give teens enough rope to fall
on their faces but not enough to hang themselves.”

Scott Wigginton is associate professor of pastoral ministries and
counseling at Campbellsville University and minister of counseling
at Campbellsville Baptist Church. Send questions for Family Forum
to Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail
wesrec@kybaptist.org.

Planning in light of estate tax repeal

By Laurie Valentine

In 2001 Congress enacted sweeping changes to a va-
riety of federal tax laws, including changes to the estate
tax laws. Those changes included a gradual increase in
the amount that could pass estate tax free from $675,000
in 2001 to $3.5 million in 2009; a grad-
ual lowering of the top estate tax rate
from a high of 55 percent to a flat 45
percent; and a repeal of estate taxes for
those who die in 2010.

The 2001 changes will disappear on
Jan. 1, 2011, when the estate tax comes
back to life with an exemption of only
$1 million and the tax rate once again at 55 percent.

Coupled with the 2010 repeal of estate taxes is the
reintroduction of carryover basis for 2010. Instead of in-
herited assets getting a step-up (increase) in cost basis to
the assets’ date of death market values, heirs will have
to use the original price paid for the asset (carryover ba-
sis) in determining how much capital gain they will have
to report when they sell an inherited asset. Each estate
can exempt $1.3 million of gains from the carryover ba-
sis rule, and spouses get a $3 million exemption. Even
so, this tax law change impacts many who may never be
wealthy enough to worry about estate taxes.

While most estate planners believe Congress will re-
peal carryover basis and enact estate tax changes that
will take the exemption back up to at least $3.5 million
and a flat rate of 45 percent, it seems less likely that will
occur in 2010. Steps to consider in light of the delay:

mOrganize cost basis records so heirs will know what
you paid for assets if the carryover basis rules are not
repealed.

mReview formula provisions in your will or trust. For-
mula provisions referencing “the amount subject to es-
tate tax” may result in more than you intended passing
to your surviving spouse or, in some cases, less than you
intended passing to him or her. Amending the formula
provision to reference a designated amount or the 2009
exemption amount ($3.5 million) will remove the “un:
known” during this interim period.

A “wait-and-see” approach may not be the best plan
for your estate plan in 2010.

Laurie Valentine is trust counsel for the Kentucky Baptist Foundation.
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Pursuing growth without health is dangerous

By Jon Weece

We keep marks on our laundry
room wall charting the growth of
our two children, and my son and
daughter both are growing like
weeds. To grow more, I could go the
route of some Major League Baseball
players and slip a little “juice” into
their food. They would
grow, but that kind of
growth isn’t healthy or
natural. It’s forced and dangerous
to their long-term vitality. Maybe I
should clarify the premise of this
article by saying, “Numeric growth
without spiritual health is danger-
ous, especially in an era of cookie-
cutter churches.”

To all my friends in church lead-
ership, you know this, but let me
remind all of us that this labor of
love we refer to as kingdom build-
ing cannot be explained in algebra-
ic equations. Personally, I'm thrilled
by the growth of many churches to-
day, but let’s not get swept up in the
trendy euphoria of plugging in a for-
mula to get people to come through
the doors. Big screens, theater seat-
ing, edgy music, jeans and shirts un-
tucked, movie clips, intelligent light-
ing and dramas—yada, yada, yada.

Overall, the church in the Unit-
ed States isn’t growing. It’s declin-
ing steadily and will continue if we
don’t address what really needs to
change, which is us—those of us who
lead and those of us who participate;
and not only method but, more im-
portantly, mission.

I'm reading the same books you
are on church growth and attending
the same conferences you attend.
And there are principles we all can

-apply and practices we all can learn

FIRST PERSON

from. But remember, one of the beau-
ties of the church is autonomy, and
thank goodness no two churches or
two church leaders are the same. So,
if you are feeling pressured to keep
up with the megachurch Joneses of
the world, don’t be. And I'm lead-
ing one of them! Remember there is
only one church and it
is global, which makes
. it “megal”

Ask God what He wants the
church you are in to be and do,
then obey that calling. Let the spir-
it of God partner with

changing God and book, there is
something about that word (rel-
evant) that seems slick to me—al-
most faddish and trendy, instead of
holy and set apart, which is what
Jesus, our leader, was. Was He in
touch with the needs of those He
was loving? Yes, but He didn’t lose
His message or mission in the lim-
ited scope of methodology. And
if the church is to be the body of
Jesus on earth, I'm not so sure I
want to be associated with anything
that smacks of “cool.” The opposite

is just as dangerous:

your faithfulness to

legalism!

His word and I prom- Ihere is something to Somewhere in the
ise you that people be said for passionate middle, where the
will fight over pew 4 . ying church serves the poor
space like kids scram- P aacﬁlce}.}}ll‘a » at]:d (relationally, emotion-
bling for the last seat acar _Y otowing the ally, spiritually and fi-
in musical chairs. And leadmg of God as nancially) of this world
you won’t have to in- a movement of is where I want to be
ject any “juice” or con-  pelievers and doing jt and lead from.
trived man-made pro- ith it So, if big screens
grams to expand it. WILL STCAL VIGOL, EVER. . nd movie clips and
It seems, too many tbough God may edgy music help you

leaders today are in-
terested in building

respond with ‘wait.”

accomplish the mis-
sion of Jesus to take as

crowds and not com-
munities. The two are interrelated,
but not interchangeable. There is
something to be said for passionate
patience; praying and actually fol-
lowing the leading of God as a move-
ment of believers and doing it with
great vigor, even though God may re-
spond with “wait.” I hope this para-
graph doesn’t sound cynical, be-
cause I'm one of the most optimistic
people you will ever meet. But I do
fear we are franchising the church—
again—and we seem to be doing it un-
der the alias of “relevance.”

.In light of an eternal, never-

many people to heav-

en as possible, then great. Go for it!
Butifyou are in a church where that
won’t work, then take the road less
traveled. At the end of the day, be
faithful. Ask Noah and Paul—there’s
a lot to be said for simple obedience.

I'll continue to measure my kids
as they grow, but I'm rethinking the
metric system we use in the church—
one of numeric size—and I want to
exchange it for one that measures
health.
Jon Weece is lead follower at Southland
Christian Church in Lexington. This article first
appeared as one of his blog posts in June.
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Floyd’s congregation
to trade TV for CP

Springdale, Ark—First Baptist Church of Springdale, Ark.,
is suspending its national and international television
broadcasts to increase contributions through the Southern
Baptist Convention’s Cooperative Program by 25 percent.

Ronnie Floyd, the church’s pastor and chairman of the
Great Commission Resurgence Task
Force that completed its work last
month, announced June 27 that First
Baptist, Springdale’s would air its final
TV broadcast this weekend.

“For a few months, God has really
been working in my life about what
actions I need to take and our church
needs to take to get the gospel to the
nations in a more effective manner,”
Floyd wrote in a June 28 post on his
website. “Serving as the chairman of
Southern Baptists’ Great Commission Resurgence Task
Force has so changed my life and ministry perspective.”

The reallocation will bring the congregation’s Coopera-
tive Program giving to $500,000 for the church’s fiscal year
beginning Oct. 1, Floyd said. That represents a 25 percent in-
crease over the 2009-10 budget and more than doubles the
$243,000 the congregation gave two years ago.

Floyd said the congregation “will continue to have
a weekly reach into our region and perhaps our state”
through TV but that “for a season of time, two or three years
or perhaps for a long time beyond, we are suspending our
national and international television ministry in order to
allocate more money to seeing the nations come to Christ.”

In making the decision to suspend the weekly broadcast
on the Dallas-based DayStar Television Network, Floyd said
“I had to ask myself several hard questions: Is the pure gos-
pel being preached on this channel by someone besides me?
The answer is yes. Is this the best way to appropriate mon-
ies so the gospel can go where it has never been before? The
answer is no.

“While exceptions to this might be justifiable on a secu-
lar network, I felt the answer was no on this network, even
though we had witnessed many come to faith in Christ,”
he continued. “I felt for us to allocate more monies so that
more missionaries could go to North America and to the na-
tions of the world would at this time be more beneficial for
kingdom work.”

‘According to the church’s 2009 SBC Annual Church Pro-
file report, the $500,000 Cooperative Program contribution
would have represented 3.7 percent of First Baptist, Spring-
dale’s $13.37 million in undesignated receipts. (BP)

Ronnie Floyd

LifeWay’s Australian-themed
VBS reached 2.9 million in ’09

Nashville, Tenn.—Just like a boomerang that returns when it’s
thrown, LifeWay’s “Boomerang Express” vacation Bible school
curriculum returned, bringing new Christians and church pros-
pects with it.

“Vacation Bible school consistently returns a statistic that
says the number of professions of faith made by those attending
VBS equals about 25 percent of the number of baptisms in the
Southern Baptist Convention,” said Jerry Wooley, VBS specialist
for LifeWay Christian Resources. “We are very proud of that. It
shows how much prayer and work our churches put into making
VBS not only fun, but more importantly, evangelical.”

Nearly 2.9 million children, youth and adults in 25,000
churches attended the “Boomerang Express”-themed VBS last
year.

The trend of churches hosting VBS in the evening continued,

- with about 70 percent of churches doing so. Wooley said there
are several potential factors impacting this trend.

“Staffing is a big part of it,” he noted. “You have working par-
ents, other day camps and child care for kids, a rising number
of year-round schools and even weather that make it advanta-
geous for churches to meet in the evening. It also allows worl-
ing teens the opportunity to be involved in VBS as youth attend-
ees and youth leaders.” :

“Boomerang Express,” set in Australia’s Outback, proved to
be one of LifeWay’s best-received VBS themes.

Churches this summer are using “Saddle Ridge Ranch,” Life-
Way’s main 2010 VBS theme, and “Club VBS: Route 254.” The
2011 themes, which were announced June 15 at the SBC annu-
al neeting in Orlando, Fla., are “Big Apple Adventure” and “Club
VBS: Beach Blast.”

The value of event eifangelism
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Research reveals churches’ attract/onal events ‘do Work’

FortWorth, Texas—Block parties, fes-
tivals and other evangelistic events
are essential ingredients for effec-
tive churches, according a study by
the Scarborough Center for Baptist
Church Planting at Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary and
the North American Mission Board.

“Our findings suggest that many
of our nation’s most effective evan-
gelistic churches are utilizing attrac-
tional evangelistic events,” said Jerry
Pipes, NAMB’s team leader for mass
evangelism.

Researchers polled 3,200 South-
ern Baptist Convention church-
es last year as part of the Evange-
listic Event Research Project. From
that group, they identified 500 “A-
churches” and 500 “B-churches.”

A-churches were those with a
membership of 50 or more who ex-
perienced at least 10 percent growth
between 2002 and 2007 and bap-
tized more than 12 people in 2007.
They had a membership to baptism
ratio of no more than 35 members
to 1 baptism, and 25 percent of new
members came from conversions as
evidenced by baptisms.

B-churches were those of the
same size range that baptized at
least one person in 2002 and be-
tween four and nine people in 2007.

A-churches were identified as
highly effective with their evange-
lism efforts. They reported, on aver-
age, one baptism annually for every
25 members. B-churches were identi-
fied as less effective than A-church-
es but still more effective in evange-
lism than most SBC churches. They
averaged one baptism annually for
every 104 members.

“We define evangelistic events as
special events, which intentionally
draw lost people through relation-
ships and attraction, clearly present
the gospel and provide an invitation
to respond,” Pipes said.

Evaluating Ministry Health
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MAIN ATTRACTION Ron Satterwh/te pastor of First Baptist Church of Port Tampa
in Tampa, Fla., shares the gospel using magic at a block party during last month’s
Crossover Orlando. Research shows that Southern Baptist churches involved in simi-
lar types of outreach events have more effective ministries.

In the research, several common
denominators emerged among high-
ly effective churches:

mThey sponsor attractional evan-
gelistic events, do several of them an-
nually, do them especially well and
get excellent results from them.

mTwo-thirds of highly effective
churches sponsor both evangelistic
events and an active personal evan-
gelism program.

mSignificantly more highly effec-
tive churches sponsor evangelistic
events than less-effective churches.

mThey sponsor significantly more
evangelistic events and do signifi-
cantly better preparation and fol-
low-up_for evangelistic events than
less-effective churches.

mThey sponsor more holiday-re-
lated, revival-like and sports and rec-
reation evangelistic events than any
other types. More than half sponsor
revival-like evangelistic events.

The report comes at a time when,
in some quarters, the value of attrac-
tional methods has been questioned

for reaching communities with the
gospel.

“A lot of churches have pursued
a missional approach to evangelism
and church growth to the neglect of
attractional evangelistic events that
will draw people in,” Pipes said. “It’s
like asking a pilot flying over the Pa-
cific Ocean whether he wants his
right wing or his left wing. The an-
swer is you need both wings—both
missional methodologies and an
attractional model.”

Frank Page, president-elect of the
SBC Executive Committee, said the
study confirms what many pastors
have learned firsthand.

“I think it’s on target, and I say
that not only from the statistics but
from 34 years as a pastor,” Page said.
“Attractional events do work.

“This research helps correct some
erroneous thinking and helps pro-
vide a recognition of reality among
churches who might have inad-
vertently pulled back from these
events,” Page added. (BP)

Immanuel Baptist Church, Lexington

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville
University of the Cumberlands, Williamshurg
Lone Oak First Baptist Church, Paducah

First Baptist Church, Russell

First Baptist Church, Bowling Green

it time for 2
nistry check-up?

Join us for a Super Saturday near you and learn why it's important to evaluate the health of your ministry.
Churches of all sizes will benefit from training by expert leaders in a wide range of ministry areas.

Practical Training for Kentucky Baptists

Register today! f’g
www.kybaptist.org/supersaturday
$35 per person —0R—

$25 Early Bird Special

{must register by Monday before

each event for discount)

For details, visit
www.kybaptist.org/supersaturday
or call 502.489.3572 or
866.489.3572 (toll free in KY).
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San Quentin mmates earn seminary dlplomas behind bars

By Phyllis Evans
Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary

San Quentin, Calif—Morris Curry Jr., a
chaplain at San Quentin State Prison in
California, said the facility has more in
common with Golden Gate Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary than one would notice at
first glance.

“God is behind those walls,” Curry said
of San Quentin, which is located only 20
minutes from Golden Gate Seminary’s
Northern California campus in Mill Valley.

During a graduation ceremony at the
prison in June, four inmates received
diplomas in Christian ministries from
Golden Gate Seminary’s contextualized
leadership development program.

The graduates were Mark Baldwin of
California, 50; Robert Butler of California,
51; David Cowan of Pennsylvania, 42; and
Darrell Cortez Hartley of Missouri, 46.

The 30-plus inmates in the program at
San Quentin are taught by seminary grad-
uate students and alumni on a volunteer
basis during spring and fall semesters. The
program takes two to three years to com-
plete, and instruction includes eight class-
es that range from church planting and.
evangelism to ministry training.

“The word ‘contextualized’ means the
material is taught in the language and cul-
ture of a particular people group,” said
Chris Foreman, one San Quentin’s first
CLD instructors. “When we began to teach
at San Quentin, we had to contextualize
the curriculum for this culture.”

Foreman is a Golden Gate Seminary
graduate who is pastor of First Southern
Baptist Church of San Lorenzo, Calif.

Golden Gate is marking the CLD pro-
gram’s 30th anniversary this year. The pro-
gram has 62 centers nationwide and is
taught in 17 states and 11 languages—but
San Quentin is the only prison location.

Most CLD graduates have the option of
participating in commencement ceremo-
nies at one of Golden Gate Seminary’s five
campuses. But for the San Quentin grad-
uates, the ceremony went to the prison.
More than 150 inmates and guests attend-
ed the ceremony in the prison’s Protestant
chapel.

“These graduates are receiving the same

GOD BEHIND THE WALLS Golden GateBapt/'st Theological Seminary’s academicians and CLD in-
structors pray over the graduates at the conclusion of the graduation ceremony held at San Quentin

- Slate Prison. The Golden Gate Seminary personnel pictured are (from left) Michael Martin, vice presi-

dent of academic affairs; Jerry Stubblefield, retired senior professor; Donald Hart, GGBTS alumni;
and Glenn Prescott, director of theological field education. (Photo by Terry Peck/GGBTS)

experience as our other graduates,” Golden
Gate President Jeff Iorg said. “The program
is the same, the people on the podium are
the same, the diploma is the same, and we
expect the same kind of results from these
graduates as from our other graduates.

“Some may wonder why such a program
would be offered in prison, where many of
the graduates will never be paroled,” Iorg
added. “Our mission is training leaders to
expand God’s kingdom. The church is in
San Quentin and needs leaders here, too.”

Curry, of Garden Chapel Christian Fel-
lowship at San Quentin, agreed.

“People on the outside need to see the
work that God has done on the inside with
these men,” he said, adding that ministry
is happening in the cells.

“It might be the only time some of these
men get to make a decision for Christ. And
they’re not the same people once they ask
Jesus into their lives,” Curry noted. “God
has done something to them on the inside.
You can see the redeeming value of God in
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their lives.”

The CLD program provides classes at a
post-high school level to train Christian
leaders. For those without a high school
or college diploma, or for those who speak
English as a second language, CLD offers
an opportunity to become equipped and
trained for effective Christian service.

Donald Hart, a GGBTS grad who has
taught several CLD classes, said he was
amazed at the difference in the men.

“Even without knowing them deeply, I
could see transformation, could see what
God had done in their lives. The work of
God doesn’t stop at the prison door,” Hart
said.

Ray Fox, another Golden Gate graduate,
said he was struck by how much the pris-
oners accomplished with minimal resourc-
es. San Quentin students are not allowed
to use computers, and there are no Power-
Point presentations, CDs or a theological
library available.

“We use blackboards as a teaching tool,”

Fox said. “I am humbled by these guys.
They come in with their handwritten,
crumpled assignments, and they spend
16 weeks proving you’'re not wasting your
time with them.”

Curry identified some obstacles to earn-
ing an education in prison.

“While it is available, it is sometimes in-
accessible because of lockdowns, late and
slow meal schedules and inclement weath-
er,” he said. “It would be easy to use these
as excuses, but these brothers were deter-
mined to keep going.”

At the prison, all the instructors are vol-
unteers because there is no budget for the
program.

“All the hardcover theology books are
purchased with donated funds,” noted
Don Beall, the seminary’s national CLD di-
rector. “The prisoners don’t own the books,
but they check them out and are respon-
sible for them. These books cost $49 each,
and if they lose a book they have to pay for
162

Inmates’ salaries are 28 cents an hour,
Beall said.

“Even with this minimal income, the
Garden Chapel congregation has sent
$6,000 to six missions so far this year,” Cur-
ry pointed out.

Cowan, one of the four inmates who
graduated, oversees the prison’s missions
ministry through prayer vigils and fund-
raising, and he corresponds with mission-
aries through handwritten letters.

The other CLD graduates also have min-
istries within the prison. Baldwin teaches
an apologetics class and leads a daily Bible
study, Hartley counsels individuals who
are struggling with addictions, and Butler
is an ordained minister.

“Under the leadership of my pastor (Cur-
ry), I minister to the needs of this church. I
preach, pray, welcome, teach and assist the
pastor in whatever he needs,” Butler said.

Even though some of the CLD graduates
at San Quentin won’t be released for years,
maybe even decades, they still are useful
for God’s kingdom, Iorg said.

“Thank God for these men who are
learning to be ministry leaders—anc mis-
sionaries—in the difficult setting of a state

‘penitentiary,” Iorg said. (BP)

PROUD MOMENT Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary President
Jeff lorg shakes the hand of graduate Robert Butler as he hands Butler
his diploma in Christian ministries from the seminary’s contextualized
leadership development program. (Photo by Phyllis Evans/GGBTS)
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LifeWay’s Transformational Church
website up, gauges church health

Nashville, Tenn.—LifeWay’s new website Transfor
mationalChurch.com has gone live.

Last winter, LifeWay announced Transforma-
tional Church, a new ministry focus and initia-
tive based on one of the largest and most signif--
icant research projects ever conducted on the

able, including the Transformational Church
Assessment Tool, which is designed to help a
church “assess the health of the congregation,
celebrate areas of strength and address areas of
concern.”

The site also features information about

American church.

LifeWay’s goal for the proj-
ect is to assist churches to see
greater levels of transforma-
tion in the lives of individuals,
churches themselves and their
communities.

The website will be one
of the primary sources of
information, education and
direction for Transformation-
al Church. The site will be re-
freshed continuously with
new information, and resourc-
es will be highlighted that can
be used in strengthening the
elements of transformation in
churches.

“We are working toward a
clean and fluid website that
church leaders will visit of
ten and even mark as a ‘favor-
ite,”” said Bruce Raley, direc-
tor of leadership and evange-
lism training and events. Ral-
ey leads LifeWay’s Transfor-
mational Church project team
and coordinates consultant
training for the initiative.

TRAN

T

TRANSFORMATIONAL RESOURCE Da-
vid Francis, LifeWay’s director of Sunday
school, introduces the Transformational
Church initiative to those attending last
year's SBC State Conventions’ Summit.
LifeWay has launched Transformational
Church.com as a resource for churches
to promote greater levels of transforma-
tion in individuals, congregations and
communities. (Photo by Kent Harville/
LifeWay)

the book “Transformational
Church,” written by LifeWay
President Thom Rainer and
Director of LifeWay Research
Ed Stetzer, as well as calen-
dar dates of training for certi-
fication as a Transformational
Church consultant.

Rainer said there are two
motivating forces behind the
Transformational Church ini-
tiative:

First, “we want to know
reality. Facts are our friends
and they help us understand
the current situation of the
church in real terms—good,
bad and ugly.”

Second, “we see hope and
possibilities in what God is do-
ing in local churches. This is
what our research has shown
us, and we want to share
this encouraging data with
churches at all levels of effec-
tiveness.”

Raley noted that Transfor-
mational Church is not “just
another program” or a “one-

“Included on the site,” he
added, “will be podcasts, articles, research and
data releases, ideas for ministries, leadership
challenges, ‘God stories’ from churches where
transformation is taking place, and more.”
While some areas of the site still are under
construction, many resources already are avail-

size-fits-all strategy” with a
formula for immediate results.
“Transformational Church is a guide to assist
churches as they examine where God is working
and what they need to identify as possibilities
for greater transformation, today and in the fu-
ture,” he said.
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Down on the farm

at state FFA and county compelitions

By Jennifer Griebenow
Assistant farm manager and FFA advisor

ception. Summer school began June 7 with the
two-week summer ag intensive class.

On June 8-10, Kimberly Withrow and
Jessica Vires represented Oneida at the
state FFA convention in Lexington. The
pair accepted a platinum-level donor
plaque and certificate from Maj. Gen. Ed
Tonini of the Kentucky National Guard
on behalf of our FFA chapter for rank-
ing first in the statewide “Support Our
Troops” fundraiser last fall.

Kimberly placed first in the state with
her diversified livestock production pro-

al FFA proficiency competition in Octo-
members since 2004 to earn their state degrees.

Oneida’s FFA and 4-H took 21 students to the

showmanship class and Lauren Nichols won first
place in the market dairy class.

petitions. Taylor TerBurgh won first place overall
in the junior division skill-a-thon, which requires
meat, breeds of livestock and types of grain.

judging, winning by 30 points. She also won

first place in the market hog and goat judging
contests in the junior division. David TerBurgh

Oneida’s FFA, 4-H students find success

June activities on the farm are always antici-
pated by our farm kids—and this year was no ex-

This i3 Oneida

ber. Kimberly and Jessica were Oneida’s first FFA

Laurel County Ag Fair June 14-18. In the dairy
show, Sara Huerta won first place in the junior

Summer ag intensive class students compet-
ed in the skill-a-thon and livestock judging com-

students to identify livestock equipment, cuts of

Olivia Bevil was the overall winner in livestock

earned first place in breeding ewes judging. Sara
Huerta took first place in market steer judging.
Lily Wynn won first place in dairy heifer judging.

This was the second year OBI students compet-
ed in the district goat show. Olivia Bevil placed
second in the district showmanship class for stu-
dents ages 12-13.

Our students also did very well in the county
hog show. In showmanship, Taylor TerBurgh, Lau-
ren Nichols, Megan Schultz, Olivia Bevil
and Trenton Nichols all earned first place
in their classes. Olivia was named junior
showmanship champion. In the market
hog contest, Olivia, Trent Parkhouse and
Nathan Partin won first place in their re-
spective classes. Olivia’s hog earned the
grand champion market hog title, weigh-
ing 252 pounds and selling for 70 cents
per pound.

At the beef steer[helfer show, Lily

ficiency. She will advance to the nation- W.F. Underwoad Wynn was the junior division showman

champlon Nathan Partin’s calf won the
average daily gain competition with a gain of 3.9
pounds per day. Sara Huerta earned first place in
the junior division with her market beef project
and record book.

The fair’s highest award was the Charles M.
Cornett Youth Livestock Showman Award, based
on participation and individual ranking during
the week’s events. Olivia Bevil, Sara Huerta, Taylor
TerBurgh, Lily Wynn and Trent Parkhouse took
second, third, fifth, eighth and ninth places.

As OBI farm staff, we are encouraged by the
number of students who show interest in this our
agriculture program. We count it as one of our
many blessings.

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org .

Going beyond the classroom

Clear Creek faculty provide
training in the community

You have read many times about
the importance we place on con-
necting our students to serve the
communities around Clear Creek.
Our students enjoy these opportu-
nities to be out in the com-
munity and helping any
way they can. I also am
proud to say that our fac-
ulty members are just as re-
sponsive to the needs in our
area and are willing to help
in any way.

We recently were con-
tacted by the Harlan Coun-
ty Chaplains Organiza-
tion to help them with
some training for their du-
ties with the Harlan Coun-
ty Sheriff's Department. This is a
unique situation with a sheriff who
really wants his chaplains to be
effective. These chaplains ride with
the deputies on patrol and are right
in harm’s way every day. The sheriff
even has secured and issued bullet-
proof vests to help protect the chap-
lains when they are on patrol.

Two of our faculty members,
James Ditty and Richard Bartels,
recently spent a weekend with the
chaplains to provide training op-
portunities for them. The seminar
led by Bartels addressed grief, its
components and the beginning of

Clear Greek
Chronicle

Donnie Fox

with grief. Due to the nature of the
chaplains’ work, time was taken to
address the grief and depression of
first responders and trauma grief.

“The men showed a great deal of
interest, posed many questions and
shared from their work experienc-
es,” Bartels said.

The seminar led by Dit-
ty dealt with spiritual for-
mations. Ditty gave a sum-
mary of the book “Ten
Questions to Diagnose
Your Spiritual Health” by
Donald Whitney. Each par-
ticipant received a copy
of the book. Ditty under-
scored the absolute neces-
sity for God’s servants to be
constantly in the word, in
prayer and seeking to grow
in their personal relation-.
ships with Christ. “The men were
very interested and participated
with many questions,” Ditty said.

This training was supported by
the sheriff who actively participat-
ed in the seminars. He also met pri-
vately with Bartels and Ditty to dis-
cuss how the chaplains could get
more training in the future.

It is a joy to serve with faculty
who look beyond the classroom for
opportunities to teach and serve.

Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek
Road, Pineville, KY 40977; toll-free:
(866) 340-3196; Web site: www.

ccbbe.edu;.e=mail: dfox@ccbbc.edu
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First steps

Students begin life journeys
with God at Crossings camp

This week, I asked Drew Nichter of
the Western Recorder;, who recently ac-
companied a group of students from
Phos Church in Buckner to Crossings at
Cedarmore, to write this col-
umn from a chaperone’s point
of view.

By Drew Nichter

While I was away at
camp, my youngest daugh-
ter, Sadie, took her first
steps. I found this out dur-
ing a moment of down-
time I had amid keeping
tabs on five very active
(to say the least) middle
school boys.

When I heard about it,
I was a little disappointed and sad
that I hadn’t been home to wit-
ness it.

At worship that evening, Cross-
ings camp pastor John Nix invited
anyone who felt like God was call-
ing him or her to be “adopted”
(this summer’s camp theme) into
His family to stand up.

When I saw several kids from
our group stand up, including a
couple of “my guys,” things all of a
sudden “got real,” as those young-
er than I like to say.

I felt this tremendous burden as
Nix told those who were standing,
each of whom had just made a de-
cision that assured them of eterni-

Ky. Baptist
Assemblies

David Melqgr

ty, to turn and look at their leaders
and to discuss why they were stand-
ing. Those eyes bored into me and I
realized I had little idea what to do.

Later on, God graced me with a
little bit of perspective. Even though
I had missed Sadie’s first steps, [ had
been blessed with witness-
ing several of my church’s
students take the first steps
in their Christian walks.

Since I've returned from
camp, I've enjoyed seeing
Sadie start to walk more
than she crawls. She’s still
wobbly and falls down a
lot, but most every time
someone is there to help
her back to her feet—or she
does it by herself. Eventual-
ly, she’ll be running around
the house non-stop with her big sis-
ter, Caroline.

These young Christians are no
different. Early on, they will be just
as wobbly as a 13 month old fig-
uring out what it means to stand
on two feet. But it’s my—and the
church’s—responsibility to help
them back up when they falter.

They soon will run alongside us.
And it is the responsibility of all of
us who are out in front right now to
hand them the baton as they surge
ahead and take the lead.

David Melber is president of Kentucky
Baptist Assemblies. Contact him at
Box 99918, Louisville, KY 42069-0918;
phone (502) 491-7000.
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Court rules agamst Christian group

Campus Christian society
must allow non-Christians,
gays to be recognized as

official student otganization

By Adelle Banks

Washington—The U.S. Supreme Court ruled June
28 that a Christian student group must accept
gays and non-Christians as members if it wants to
be officially recognized by a public university.

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writing for the
court’s 54 majority, said the “all-comers” policy at
the University of California’s Hastings College of
the Law is “reasonable” and “viewpoint neutral.”

The case pitted a campus chapter of the Chris-
tian Legal Society against the law school’s non-
discrimination policy that requires registered
student organizations to accept any student as a
member or potential leader.

Registered student groups receive limited fund-
ing from the school, which is supported by public
tax dollars.

The law school had argued successfully in low-
er courts that the Christian group was seeking spe-
cial treatment in seeking an exemption from the
rules. The Christian legal group—which bars gays
and non-Christians from leadership positions—ar-
gued that if it followed the school policy, a student
who doesn’t believe the Bible could lead its Chris-
tian Bible studies.

Ginsburg said the school had made an appro-
priate decision in deciding not to grant an exemp-
tion. “Hastings, caught in the crossfire between a
group’s desire to exclude and students’ demand
for equal access, may reasonably draw a line in the
sand permitting all organizations to express what
they wish but no group to discriminate in mem-
bership,” she wrote.

She was joined in her opinion by Justices John
Paul Stevens, Anthony Kennedy, Stephen Breyer

and Sonia Sotomayor.

Stevens, writing in a concurring opinion as
he retired from the court, added that the broad-
er nondiscrimination policy on which the all-com-
ers student club policy is based is “plainly legiti-
mate.”

But Justice Samuel Alito, in a harshly worded
dissent, questioned the majority opinion, saying
it upholds a principle of “no freedom of expres-
sion that offends prevailing standards of political
correctness in our country’s institutions of high-
er learning.”

He said the decision, which he hoped would be
an “aberration,” would be a “serious setback for
freedom of expression in this country.”

“There are religious groups that cannot in good
conscience agree in their bylaws that they will ad-
mit persons who do not share their faith, and for
those groups, the consequence of an accept-all-
comers policy is marginalization,” Alito wrote.

Gregory Baylor, senior legal counsel for the Al-
liance Defense Fund, who helped represent the
Christian Legal Society before the high court, said
the ruling has not ended the conflict over nondis-
crimination policies.

“Long term, the decision puts other student
groups across the country at risk, and we will con-
tinue to fight for their constitutional rights,” he
said in a statement. “The Hastings policy actually
requires CLS to allow atheists to lead its Bible stud-
ies and the College Democrats to accept the elec-
tion of Republican officers in order for the groups
to be recognized on campus. We agree with Justice
Alito in his dissent that the court should have re-
jected this as absurd.”

Nathan Diament, public policy director for the
Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of Amer-
ica, said the decision should “deeply trouble all
those who cherish religious freedom.”

“Today, the Supreme Court’s majority has given
state universities a green light and a roadmap to
condition a religious group’s rights on the state’s
preferred beliefs,” he said. (RNS)

Seminary dean says Gulf oil spill could
sound wake-up call for evangelicals

By Bob Allen

Louisville—The head of a committee that draft-
ed a recent Southern Baptist Convention resolu-
tion on the Gulf of Mexico oil spill said on Nation-
al Public Radio that the ecological disaster could
be a “defining moment” for evangelicals and the
environment.

“I remember once an evangelical figure spoke

of the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court deci-
sion as the Pearl Harbor of the evangel-
ical pro-life movement,” Russell Moore,
dean of the School of Theology at South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, said
on NPR’s Weekend Sunday Edition June
27.

“What he meant by that was that
prior to Roe, most evangelicals really
thought of those issues of life and pro-
tecting the unborn as being a Roman
Catholic issue—somebody else’s issue,”
Moore explained. “But then after Roe
v. Wade, suddenly evangelicals saw what was at
stake and became involved. I think that this catas-
trophe in the Gulf could be that kind of defining
moment.”

Moore chaired an SBC resolutions committee
that brought a resolution adopted by convention
messengers June 16 calling on industry, the gov-
ernment and churches to work to prevent such a
crisis from ever happening again.

He explained on NPR the rationale behind a
statement that many observers view as out of char-
acter for a conservative denomination that in past
years has downplayed environmental concerns
like global warming.

“There’s really nothing consetrvative—and cer-
tamly nothlng evangehcal—about a laissez-faire

view of 4 lack of government reguiatlon because

Russell Moore

we, as Christians, believe in sin,” Moore said.

“That means if people are sinful, if all of us are
sinful, then all of us have to have accountability—
and that includes corporations.” he added.

“Simply trusting corporations to go about their
business without polluting the water streams
and without destroying ecosystems is really a na-
ive and utopian view of human nature. It’s not a
Christian view of human nature,” Moore
pointed out.

Moore, who also serves as teaching
pastor at Louisville’s Highview Baptist
Church, said the call to creation care is
grounded in theology.

“God cares about the creation,”
Moore noted. “He displays Himself in na-
ture, and so the more that people are dis-
tanced from the creation itself and the
more people become accustomed to
treating the creation as something that
is disposable, the more distanced they
are from understanding who God is.

“People are designed to be dependent on cre-
ation and upon the natural resources around us,”
Moore continued. “In order to love future genera-
tions, in order to love cultures, we have to love the
ecosystems that support those things.

Moore is a native of Biloxi, Miss., one of the
communities under threat from the leaking hulk
of the Deepwater Horizon offshore oil rig, which
has been dumping oil into the Gulf of Mexico since
an April 20 explosion that killed 11 workers and
destroyed the platform.

“I have to tell you this is the most traumatized
I've ever seen my hometown,” Moore said. “And
I'm including the devastation of Katrina in that.
It’s kind of like a slow-motion humcane with no
end in sight.” (ABP)
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mCOVINGTON—Decoursey Church recently called Charles Cross

as pastor.

Latonia Church recently called Dan Francis as pastor.
mDAWSON SPRINGS—Beulah Hill Church recently called James

McKinney as pastor. / A0,
mELIZABETHTOWN—Tunnel Hill Church will celebrate its 65th an- e e %
niversary with a homecoming service July 18, 9:45 a.m. A pot A S
luck lunch will follow the 11 a.m. service, featuring special mu- e 2

sic from the Gilbert Sisters. Nathan Whisnant is pastor.

mGREENSBURG—Bethlehem Church recently held a performance
of the play, “Heaven’s Gates and Hell’s Flames,” during which
about 90 people made decisions for Christ. The church also re-
cently held a Youth Fest at which 50 decisions were reported.

Gary Ervin is pastor.

mLOUISVILLE—Burnett Avenue Church recently called Daniel

Shull as pastor.

Kimberly Robinson recently resigned as children’s minister

at Fern Creek Church.

=MOUNT VERNON—Jamie Cornelius recently resigned as music

director of First Church.

mPRINCETON—Wayne Duncan recently resigned as pastor of Sec-

ond Church.

mSHEPHERDSVILLE—Sunnyside Church recently called Matt Alex-

ander as pastor.

mWILLIAMSTOWN—Living Stones Fellowship recently called John

Sheaffer as pastor.
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E. Lee James recently an-
nounced his retirement as pas-
tor of Bellview Church at the
end of September. He has served
the church for nearly 19 years.
James has been involved in gos-
pel ministry for almost 50 years,
serving as pastor of seven Ken-
tucky Baptist churches. He was
Kentucky Baptist Convention
second vice president in 2008-
09 and has served five terms on
the KBC Mission Board. James
also helped start nine church
plants during mission trips to
Kenya since 1987.

Retired missionary remembered for
her belief in the power of prayer

Ocean Springs, Miss.—At 102 years old, Ruth Carl-
isle still knew the power of prayer.

When one of the hospice workers tending to
Carlisle told her about a grandchild who had
been diagnosed in the womb with a serious birth
defect, Carlisle did not hesitate.

“Let’s pray,” she said.

Seven months after the birth, the baby was
completely normal.

The faith in prayer, concern for others and
trust in God that Carlisle showed in
that moment were constants in her life,
which included 29 years on the mission
field. The longest-living retired Interna-
tional Mission Board missionary, Car-
lisle died June 5 at the age of 102. Her
passing sealed the legacy of an unas-
suming woman whose life and min-
istry continue to astonish those who
knew her.

Carlisle, a native of Shawnee, OKla.,

Carlisle’s service in Uruguay was punctuated
by times of suffering, which included absence
from family. She was notified by letter when her
mother died, the only time Jason recalled seeing
her cry. A devastating car accident left her and
Robert in the hospital for weeks. It was all part of
the calling that she willingly followed.

“It took a lot of hard work, a lot of loving the
Lord and trusting Him,” Jason said of his moth-
er’s time overseas.

The Carlisles retired from mission-
ary service in 1969, returning to live in
Louisiana. Carlisle supported her hus-
band’s ministry until his death in 1978,
an event which compelled her to rely
even more on the Lord.

“I remember after my dad died, (my
mother) told me, ‘That was the time
when I felt God’s closeness more than
any other time in my life,”” Jason said.

She devoted herself to prayer, spend-

and her husband, Robert, were appoint-
ed as missionaries to Uruguay in 1940
by the then-Foreign Mission Board. Their orienta-
tion was a 30-minute chat with the board’s presi-
dent, followed by a journey by ship to Uruguay.

Arriving in the South American country with
no Spanish language or cross-cultural training,
the Carlisles learned on the job while planting
churches. In 1956, they started a Bible institute
in their home.

It was difficult work in a country where most
people were agnostic.

“Little by little, people came to the Lord. It
wasn’t fast,” Carlisle told a reporter in 2007.
“Uruguay has never been an easy place to win
people.”

In addition to raising a family that expand-
ed to eight children, she managed a multitude
of other tasks.

“I am the administrator of the kitchen, dieti-
tian, adviser to the counselor of the students,
teacher of various courses and, in case of sickness
among the students, I help in the diagnosis and
consultation with the doctor,” Carlisle wrote in a
1964 report.

Her son, Jason, a Hispanic mobilization con-
sultant with the IMB, remembers her devotion to
her family, even after long days of work.

“Sometimes in high school when I was study-
ing for a test, I would come downstairs around
midnight to get a glass of water,” he recalled. “My
mother would be ironing clothes for all of us.
Then I would get up in the morning and the bis-
cuits would be made. It was just amazing.”

Ruth Cérlis/e

ing hours each day interceding for her
children, Uruguay, people she knew
and other things dear to her heart.

“We would ask her to pray for a new believer
or someone who came to our church,” Jason said.
“Six months later, she would ask what happened
to them when we had already forgotten.”

Even though Carlisle lived on a fixed income,
she continued to give generously. Jason recalled
that his mother, then in her 90s, wrote him to
announce that she had reached her annual goal
of giving $3,000 to the Lottie Moon Christmas Of
fering.

Carlisle’s physical toughness was legend-
ary among her children, some of whom joking-
ly called her the “comeback kid.” She survived
the car wreck, a crushed pelvis doctors didn’t
even notice and a heart attack in 1969 that no-
body knew about until years later. She initially re-
fused to have open-heart surgery at 90, claiming
it would likely add only “a year or two” to her life.
Eventually she relented.

But she was, after all, only mortal. Jason re-
called his mother’s final moments, surrounded
by family, and the unexpected way in which her
life ended. As she approached death, the family
began singing some of her favorite hymns. But
there was one they couldn’t remember.

“Finally somebody remembered it,” Jason said.
“When we started singing that song, she opened
her eyes. She just looked straight up. When we fin-
ished singing, she almost closed her eyes, looked
around, closed them, and that was it. It was al-
most like she was waiting for that hymn.™(BP)
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KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION

€ CaLENDAR OF EVENTS

July

16-17 World Missions Unlimited, First
Baptist Church, Richmond.

20 Disaster Relief Phase 1 Training,
Tunnel Hill Baptist Church,
Elizabethtown.

23-24 World Missions Unlimited, First
Baptist Church, Henderson.

30-8/1 Pursuit Student Leadership
Academy, Second Baptist Church,
Hopkinsville.

August

21 Super Saturday, Immanuel Baptist
Church, Lexington.

28 Super Saturday, Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louisville.

September

4-6 Wrangler Trail Ride, Land Between
the Lakes.

11 Super Saturday, Lone Oak First
Baptist Church, Paducah; University
of the Cumberlands, Williamsburg.

18 Children in Action Missions Day
Camp, Pleasant View Baptist
Church, Waynesburg.

18 Super Saturday, First Baptist Church,
Bowling Green; First Baptist Church,
Russell.

20-21 Kentucky Baptist Ministers’ Golf
Tournament, Cherry Blossom Golf &
Country Club, Georgetown.

21 Understanding Other Beliefs, Unity
Baptist Church, Richmond.

23-24 Kentucky Baptist Men’s Chorale
Fall Retreat, First Baptist Church,
Owensboro.

24-25 Kentucky Baptist Women’s
Chorale Fall Retreat, First Baptist
Church, Owensboro.

For more information, call (800) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org

CuassiFiep Aps

To place an advertisement:
Rates are available upon request.
Call (502) 489-3428;
or visit www.WesternRecorder.org.
Claims made by advertisers are not
necessarily those of the Western
Recorder’s staff or directors.

AVAILABLE: Do you need a
church pianist? We have piano
CDs for churches to sing by! Free
demo! Gospel, Hymns, Chorus-
es, Praise-Hundreds of Songs! Call
Worship Service Resources (877)
977-6800. Special Church Pricing!
www.pianocds.org.

FOR SALE: 7' Baldwin piano, art-
ist's instrument! Privately owned,
previously owned by Cincinna-
ti Conservatory. $17,500. Call (606)
679-4646.

FOR SALE: Hardinsburg Bap-
tist has beautiful wood pews w/
cushioned sets available due to
move to new facility; various
lengths from 7' to 13', from $125 to
$275. Contact Joe Tolle at (270) 668-
7182 for more information.

FREE: Small Church Organ.
Yamaha Electone, Model E-3. Two, 5
octave keyboards and one, 2 octave
pedalboard. Looks good. Fair condi-
tion. Contact Marvin Reynolds, Bea-
con Hill Baptist (606) 678-4159.

RESOURCES: Affordable Web/
media solutions for churches, min-
istries and businesses by Capstone
Creations. For more info: www.cap
stonecreations.com.

SEEKING:  Calvary  Baptist
Church, Lexington, KY is accepting
resumes for a full-time Minister of
Youth. The responsibilities for this
position and additional informa-
tion are posted online at www.cal
varybaptistchurch.com. Resumes
may be submitted to Youth Minis-
try Search Committee, Calvary Bap-
tist Church, 150 E. High St., Lexing-
ton, KY 40507.

SEEKING: Systems Administra-
tor. Requires Associate’s degree in
CISIT or certification within re-

« lated disciplines. Must'.be .'profit

cient with a variety of Microsoft
server/desktop software and possess
strong working knowledge of net-
work communications and hard-
ware. Experience working in an ed-
ucation environment definitely a
plus. To be considered for this po-
sition, please forward a resumé to
the attention of Director of Com-
puter Services, Clear Creek Baptist
Bible College, 300 Clear Creek Road,
Pineville, KY, 40977.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor of wor-
ship. Applicant must be a worship
leader experienced in working with
various styles of music. Zion is a dy-
namic, growing church that cur-
rently averages a total of 750 in two
blended Sunday morning services.
Candidate must have strong spiri-
tual maturity and leadership skills,
must be able to lead all aspects of
worship ministry including congre-
gational worship, praise team and
band, choir of all ages, and creative
arts ministries. Requires a seminary
degree with at least five years ex-
perience. Send resumé, references
and letter of interest to: Zion Bap-
tist Church, 8158 Hwy 351, Hender-
son, KY 42420, Attn: Worship Pastor
Search Committee.

SEEKING: Called? Friendly, grow-
ing church desires a Christ-cen-
tered, passionate, creative team-
builder to lead an enthusiastic
youth ministry. Will accommodate
school/work schedule. Mt. Pleasant
Baptist Church, 1108 Keene-South
Elkhorn, Nicholasville, KY 40356; or
gnortonb@live.com.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music who will be responsible for
planning weekly worship services,
working with adult choir and all
instrumentalists. For more infor-
mation, contact Bardwell Baptist
Church at (270) 628-3645; or e-mail
bbcpastori@windstream.net.

SERVICES: TC’s Lawn Services.
Residential, commercial; mowing,
mulching, bushhogging, landscape
maintenance. Insured. Louisville
firefighter owned and operated. Sat-
isfaction every.time. (502) 718-0960.
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eaky field trip

By Todd and Michelle Deaton

Only a few minutes before the Cove Kids were to leave on their field
trip, the bus arrived. The bus driver, Mr. Mackerel—everyone called
him "Mr. Mack" for short—was in a big rush.

"Hurry up! Get in your seats. Let's go!" Mr. Mack yelled. "We have a
lot to do today.”

The first place that the Cove Kids planned to stop on their trip was
Piranha Park. Piranhas once lived there, but now colorful tropical fish
swim all around the coral reef.

"It's quite a beautiful sight. Look quickly, or you'll miss it,” Mr. Mack
shouted as the bus rolled passed the entrance.

"Hey, aren't we going to stop?" Syd Squid asked.

"I guess not," Sunny Starfish shrugged,.

A few minutes later, the Cove Kids arrived at Sand Dollar Cove City
Hall, where Mayor Mahimahi was standing on the steps waiting for
them. As the bus screeched past the building, Mayor Mahimahi's lovely
wife, Corky, was almost blown of f the sidewalk.

"Hey, we were supposed to have a guided tour. What happened?”
asked a bewildered Seamore Seahorse.

By then, the bus was three blocks down the street and headed for
the Nautical Museum. The museum had a really cool pirate ship exhibit
that Lenny
Lobster really
wanted fo see.
“Please stop?"
he begged.

But it was too
late. Mr. Mack
was of f again.
“You'll have to
come back later,
Mr. Mack said.
"It's really neat.”

"This is
wacky!" Sunny
exclaimed.

"I know," Syd
agreed. "Why did we come on this frip, if we can't even stop?”

At Hammerhead Mountain, the Cove Kids were supposed to stop
for a picnic and go on a hike, but Mr. Mack gave a pack of crackers and
a juice box to each of them. "You can stay in your seats and have a
picnic," he instructed.

"What about the hike?"” Seamore asked.

"You hiked to the front of the bus to get your snack, didn't you?"
Mr. Mack snapped.

"But we can't see the volcano from here," whined Craig Crab. -

"Sure you can,” Mr. Mack said. "It's just up the hill, through the
trees, beyond that fountain. You can't miss it ... when it erupts.”

"When's that?" Craig asked.

"Oh, about once every 300 years,” Mr. Mack laughed. "It hasn't
erupted in 100 years, and it probably won't today. And when you've
seen one mountain, you've seen them all," he added.

"I guess we'll have more time at Riptide Reef," Sunny said hopefully.
But the bus did not even slow down at the waterfall and pool.

"Hey, I thought we were going swimming,” Sunny said. By now, even
she was upset.

" "This isn't fair," Craig complained. "We're supposed to stop."

"Can't! Don't have time," Mr.
Mack snapped.

The Cove Kids looked at each
other in disbelief. A few minutes

" later, the trip was over. As soon

as the Cove Kids got of f the bus,
Mr. Mack sped away.

“That was a freaky field trip!"
Sunny exclaimed.

"Yeah, Craig agreed. "Next
time, I want to at least get of f
thebusonce” - <.~

What were some places that
Cove Kids planned to go?

Why was the field trip freaky?
When are some times we rush
and miss the beauty of God's world?

How can we express appreciation
to God for His wonderful creation?
« Reéad Job37:14 together.' .
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Mike Morgan

NOTE To SELF:
TALK WITH
PREACHER
ABoUT
V GETTING
CHURCH AIR
ONDITIONING
FIXED!
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David Ayers

Bible Crosswords

Across

1 Fiddling emperor

5 New Testament book

9 Noah’s vessel

12 Dismounted

13 “For many ____false witness
against him” (Mark 14: 56)

14 Gardening tool

15 “He shall not come ____ to offer
the bread of his God” (Leviticus
21:21)

16 “Every beast, every . thing,
and every fowl” (Genesis 8:19)

18 Leah’s second son (Genesis 30:
12-13)

20 Actor James _____ Jones

21 “Then he that had received the
five talents went and ____ with
the same” (Matthew 25:16)

23 “There met him ten men that
were lepers, which stood ____
off” (Luke 17:12)

27 Get a perfect score on a test

29 Result of sunbathing

30 “And Jacob _____ away

unawares to Laban” (Genesis

31:20)

____-man, scary childhood

character

33 Son of Dishon (Genesis 36:26)

34 Rhythmand _____

35 “T” in PTL

36 Newsman Koppel

37 “My couch shall ____
complaint” (Job 7:13)

38 Height of Noah’s ark in cubits
(Genesis 6:15)

40 Eastern garment

42 “And over the course of the
second monthwas ____an
Ahohite” (1 Chronicles 27:4)

31
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GETTING BAPTIZED I8 THE COOLEST.

I'M TELLING THE WORLD | GOT
SAVED...

| WONDER IF THIS COUNTS FOR

MY BATH FOR THIS WEEK?

Elaine Okupski
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45 |46 |47
50 51
53 24

45 “This is the token of the
____which I have established”
(Genesis 9:17)

49 Sudden attack

50 “And all went to be taxed, every
_____into his own city” (Luke
2:3)

51 Popular brand of sneakers

52 Biblical city

53 “But _____ unto you, scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites!”
(Matthew 23:13)

54 “| am the Lord, and there is
none ____ " (Isaiah 45:5)

55 Being, Lat.

Down

1 Common nickname for
Grandmother

2 Belonging to inventor Whitney

3 “l am not come to call the ____,
but sinners” (Matthew 9:13)

4 “The name of the one was Orpah,
and the name of the ____ Ruth”
(Ruth 1:4)

5 Beginning of the alphabet

6 To sway wildly

7 “Every place that the sole of your
foot shall ____ upon” (Joshua
1:3)

" 8 Prophiet *- " Snin,

9 Son of Abdiel (1 Chronicles 5:15)
10 Actor/director Howard
11 Small cask

17 “And thou shalt makea ___ of
pure gold” (Exodus 28:36)

19 Gives a grade

22 “For this is the ____ of the Lord

God of hosts” (Jeremiah 46:10)

24 “| will cause it to rain upon the
earth " (Genesis 7:4)
(2 words)

25 Wings

26 “Atimeto___ , and atime to
sew” (Ecclesiastes 3:7)

27 Abbot, Fr.

28 Soft drink

30 Scrap of pottery

32 “Silly” birds

33 Greek letter

35 Calls to mind

38 Pathway

39 Rich cake

41 Actress Bancroft

43 Haughty conduct

44 Thought, Fr.

45 Milk provider

46 Biblical plain (Nehemiah 6:2)

47 Type of neckline

48 Golf peg
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Life

Equipping
generations of
leader-servants.
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~ CUMBERLANDS

‘ Williamsburg, KY

www.ucumberlands.edu
1.800.343.1609
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Affiliated with the Kentucky Baptist Convention.
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