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By Charles Braddix 
International Mission Board 

Sweetwaters, South Alrica- Hlengiwe 
is but 14 years old, yet she is the head 
of her household, taking care of her 
seven younger brothers, sisters and 
cousins. Her parents, grandparents, 
aunts and uncles all have died from 
AIDS. 

·weekly food parcels provid­
ed by Southern Baptists through 
the World Hunger Fund help feed 
Hlengiwe and her family. 

Nearby, Sibosisal refuses to ad­
mit he has AIDS, even though his . 

body is rapidly wasting away. He can 
barely care for himself and soon will 
die. Weekly Hunger Fund food par­
cels also are helping to keep Sibosi­
sal alive. 

The devastating effects of HIV/ 
AIDS have hit more than half of the 
population of Sweetwaters, South 
Africa, where Hlengiwe and Sibosi­
sal live. The town is located in Kwa­
Zulu-Natal province, which has the 
country's highest HIV infection rate,. 
according to the South African De­
partment of Health. 

The powerful forces of famine, 

U.S. Millennials concerned, but 
~ 1 not fanatical about environment 
m 

Nashville, Tenn.- Nearly 9 in 10 
~ I American Millennials-those born 
cv ! between 1980 and 1991- say it's up 
~- to their generation to clean up the 
::- environment, but a majority also be-
~ lieves that many Millennials go over-

C. 

~ board when it comes to environmen-
«> 1 • c. ta issues. 
~ Those are the findings from a 
~- LifeWay Research study for an up­
;; coming book by Thom Rainer and i his son Jess titled "The Millennials: 
«> Connecting to America's Largest 
§- Generation." 
~ • Eighty-seven percent of Millenni­
~ als agree--41 percent strongly- with 
'< . 
~ the statement: "It 1s up to my gener-
a ation to clean up the environment." 
;,.,, Most Millennials feel "previous gen-

erations did great harm to the envi-

ronnient," but just 25 percent agree 
strongly with this assessment. 

"Millennials show an -acute 
awareness of the issues surrounding 
the environment," said Thom Rain­
er, president ofLifeWay Christian Re­
sources. "Any outright dismissal of 
environmental issues will be seen as 
crass ignorance regarding both the 
peo.ple and the planet." 

Millennials are split as to wheth­
er they see their peers going too far 
on environmental issues. A slim ma­
jority (54 percent) agrees with the 
statement, "Many people in my gen­
eration go overboard on environ­
mental issues," and only 18 percent 
agree strongly. Thirty-six percent dis­
agree somewhat, and 10 percent dis­
agree strongly. 

earthquake and flooding leave hun­
dreds of thousands-even millions­
of people hungry, said Mark Hat­
field, who with his wife, Susan, di­
rects work in Sub-Saharan Africa 
for Baptist Global Response, an in­
ternational relief and development 
organization that helps administer 
the Southern Baptist World Hunger 
Fund throughout the globe. 

"Attention is not often focused, 
however, on small communities like 
Sweetwaters, where, bt!cause of the 
HIV crisis, hunger is felt just as deep­
ly," Hatfield noted. 
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Above: Stephen, a Tabitha 
Ministries worker in Sweetwaters, 
South Africa, picks spinach grown 
in greenhouses provided by 
Southern Baptists' World Hunger 
Fund for distribution to 6,000 
individuals in the community who 
are affected by HIV/AIDS. (Photo 
by Charles Braddix/lMB) 

As part of Southern Baptists' i;:e­
sponse to the HIV/AIDS crisis, BGR 
works alongside Tabitha Ministries, 
O See Southern Baptists' ... Page 6 

Renfro Valley Welcomes the· World 

The Blue Flamingo Jazz band from England performs at last week's "Renfro Val­
ley Welcomes the World" show. The event, sponsored by Affiliated International 
Ministries, brought together performers from five countries. See story and more 
photos on page 3. (Photo by Larry Brannin/KBC) 
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Creative ministries 
workshop coming 
Nov. 6 to Corbin 

Hart County church sees growth after using 'Toolbox' 
Corbin-Church 

leaders interested in. 
getting their creative 
juices flowing are 
invited to the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention's 
Creative Ministries 101 
Workshop Nov. 6'at 
Central Baptist Church 
in Corbin. 

Participants 
will learn how to 
incorporate drama, 
puppets, clowning, 
creative signing, 
interpretive movement 
and other activities 
in worship and other 
ministry efforts. 

One of this 
year's presenters is 
Eugenio Adorno, also 
known as Chagy the 
Clown, a graduate of 
Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
in Fort Worth, Texas, 
and co-founder of 

. Circus of the King. 
The Creative 

Ministries 101 
Workshop is designed 
for beginners, and is 
ideal for church leaders 
who are just beginning 
to consider creative 
ministries. 

Online registration 
is available at 
www.IfyBaptist.org/ 
101Workshop. The cost 
is $10 per person until 
Oct. 18 when the rate 
increases to $,5 per 
person. Group rates are 
available. 

For additional 
information, 
contact the KBC's 
creative ministries 
department by e-mail at 
Creative@KyBaptist.org 
or by phone at (~02) 
489-3574 or toll free in 
Kentucky at {866) 489-
3574. 

By Ken Walker 
·Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Horse Cave- When the mm1sters 
of youth and music left Horse Cave 
Baptist Church within less than a 
year of one another, the pastor and 
church leaders did more than just 
dust off job descriptions and start 
placing ads. 

The congregation took time to 
ask itself tough questions, assess its 
strengths and weaknesses, and then 
move forward with a new plan for 
ministering to the community. As a 
result, the church has seen "an im­
mediate jump in Sunday school:' at­
tendance, a 30 percent increase in 
worship attendance, and is seeking 
to hire its first-ever minister of edu­
cation, according to Kevin Denton, 
pastor of the Hart County congrega­
tion for 14 years. 

Key to this process, Denton said, 
was the Ministry Toolbox, a resource 
provided by the Kentncky Baptist 
Convention. 

"We're in a big transition in our 
church," he said. "We needed some­
one to help _us make the next, good 
step." 

After the departure of the part­
time youth minister, who accept­
ed a full-time ministry position 
elsewhere, and the music minister, 
who had served the church for more 
than 11 years, Denton told his dea­
cons about Ministry Toolbox. He rec­
ommended that the church use the 
resource to find out what the con­
gregation's needs were and then use 
that information to guide them in 
hiring new staff members. 

That approach is exactly why the 
KBC developed the Toolbox, said 
Alan yVitham, church development 
team leader. 

"The best indicator of church 
health is not perceptions but be­
havior," he explained. "It measures 
what a church thinks they're doing 
versus how they're behaving. This 
gives them the ability to see the dif­
ference between the two." 

Patterned after such tools as the 
Healthy Church Survey, the Minis­
try Toolbox measures 12 different 
characteristics such as worship, dis-

Ministry Toolbox ''is an X-ray of 
where you are right now,· not 
where you think 
you are or 
used to 
be." 

cipleship, evangelism, stewardship 
and missions. 

The evaluation begins with a 46-
question survey that reviews gener­
al perceptions, personal perceptions 
and behavior in each area. The con­
gregation administers the survey, 
then KBC consultants are available 
to help i11terpret the results and ad­
vise churches on what actions to 
take in light of those results. 

Denton said church members 
completed the survey during Sun­
day school classes in mid-May. Those 
who weren't . present were invited 
to pick up a survey and complete it 
within the week. 

What it revealed 
Among the surprises the ques- . 

tionnaires reveale_d: the high num­
ber of church members 75 and old­
er, and the low number of members 
in their 20s or 30s. 

Kevin Denton, 
pastor of Horse Cave 

Baptist Church 

It also uncovered, Denton said, 
the most essential element on 
which everything else revolved: Sun­
day school. 

"If we had taken this survey five 
o.r 10 years ago, we would have had 
much different results," he noted. 
"It is an X-ray of where you are right 
now, not where you think you ·are or 
used to be." 

The recognition of Sunday 
school's importance led church 
leaders to seek a minister of edu­
cation. A search team was formed 
and a job description drawn up this 
summer. 

The Ministry Toolbox also helped 
Horse Cave Baptist promote Sunday 
school more actively, Denton said. 
One step was to print a list of "10 
recommended class behaviors" on 
bookmarks and distribute them to 
all classes. In addition, Denton met 
with teachers from different depart-

ments to encourage them. He said 
he also apologized to the group for 
not meeting with them sooner. 

After those meetings, average 
Sunday school attendance jumped 
from 112 in July to 146 in August. 
Worship attendance also is up for 
the year by nearly 30 percent. 

"This demonstrates the val­
ue of a church taking time to eval­
uate where they are," Witham said 
of Horse Cave's experience. "It bene­
fits them by being able to see where 
they are and (then) do something to 
address it." 

The software, which costs $200 
(an expanded edition is available 
for $500), includes a series of proj­
ects that churches can implement 
in each area. The projects _are de­
signed to help congregations that 
are aware that change is needed but 
perhaps are unsure about how to 
achieve it, Witham explained. 

More than a dozen other Ken­
tucky Baptis~ churches and some 
directors of missions have pur­
chased the Ministry Toolbox and are 
in the process of administering or 
evaluating surveys, Witham said. 

Denton heartily recommended 
the Ministry Toolbox to other Ken­
tucky Baptists, noting that the re­
source also sheds light on aspects 
of ministry where a congregation 
is doing well. In Horse Cave Bap­
tist's case, the survey affirmed their 
efforts in discipleship, giving and 
evangelistic prayer. 

"The worst thing we can do as 
leaders is get all excited thinking 
about what one program did for a 
church and thinl<ing it will do the 
same for us," Denton said. "That's 
not true." By using a resource such 
as the Toolbox ... "you will get a pie-. 
ture of yourself individually and 
your church in general," he added. 
"If you want to lmow where your 
church is, this is a good tool." 

For details on the Ministry Tool­
box, contact the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's church development 
team by e-mail at ChurchDevelop 
ment@KyBaptist.org or by phone at 
(502) 489-3335 or toll free in Ken­
tucky at {866) 489-3335. 

'Horse Whisperer' brings training demonstration to Rockcastle County 
By Shirley Cox 
State Correspondent 

Brodhead-Approximately 1,000 people 
gathered at the Brodhead Fairgrounds in 
Rockcastle County Sept. 23 to watch Paul 
Daily train a six-year-old horse that had 
never been ridden. As a result, a dozen peo­

. ple accepted Christ and at least 20 dedicat­
ed their lives to His service after the dem­
onstration, which was sponsored by Affili­
ated International Ministries, in conjunc­
tion with Rockcastle Baptist Association. 

A horse trainer and founder of Wild 
Horse Ministries, Daily has held the shows 
since 1997 to explain the "Round Pen of 
Life." As he trains horses, he points out 
similarities between man's "relationship 
with God and a horse's relationship with 
its trainer. Last year, Daily held 14 7 demon­
strations in 23 states for 30,000 people. 

Daily said he began holding the demon­
strations after God spoke to him one day 
while training a horse. 

"Do you see what this horse is doing?" 
God asked. 

"Running," Daily answered. 
"That's what you're doing- running 

HORSE WHISPERER Paul Daily uses horse 
training as a way to share the gospel at Brod­
head Fairgrounds in Rockcastle County Sept. 23. 
(Photo by Shirley Cox) 

from Me," God told him. 
God then asked, "What is your purpose 

with this horse?" 
"I want to train him and make som_e­

thing valuable," Daily replied 
"That's what I want to do with you." 
For the next three years, Daily present­

ed his training techniques to nearly 15,000 
people in Louisiana and Texas. He would 
later quit his job after worl<ing more than 

20 years in the Louisiana oil fields. In 2000, 
he and his wife, Joana, began traveling the 
country to present horse-training demon­
strations. 

Daily· is not a licensed preacher, yet 
he and Joana have traveled more than 

· 500,000 miles to share the demonstra­
tions at fairs, rodeos, festivals, prisons and 
nursing homes. His techniques in train­
ing horses have earned him the title of the 
"Horse Whisperer." The horses he uses are 
completely untrained and often are pro­
vided by local residents. 

Daily explained that he does not break 
horses, but "gentles them" with words and 
pats until they let him bridle, saddle and 
ride them- all within two hours. 

"During the training, the horse is ex­
posed to all l<inds of new things like ropes, 
blankets and saddles to help him learn to 
cope and work things out," Daily pointed 
out·. "God prepares us for our tomorrows 
by helping us through our trials and trou­
bles today." 

As Daily trains the horses, his black lab, 
"Who," darts in and out of the round pen. 
"We call him 'Satan,"' Daily said,. "because 

he runs around, barking and nipping at 
the horse.s- exactly how the devil tries to 
distract us." 

Daily said about 95 percent of the time, 
after a horse has been bridled, saddled 

• and ridden, he will tot;:illy submit by lying 
• down during the demonstration. 

"As the horse submits to the trainer, 
people must submit to God," he explained. 
"We must release all-our life of sin- and 
accept God as our guiding hand and take 
God's free gift of eternal life with Him." 

Admission to the demonstrations 
always is free, yet last year Wild Horse 
Ministries gave away $18,000 worth of Bi­
bles and spent more than $33,000 on fuel. 
"God provides (or us through donation 
buckets, free-will offerings and T-shirt and 
cap sales, '' Daily said. "I'd rather have your 
prayers than anything." 

"I was proud of how our churches 
worked together to bring this demonstra­
tion to our people," said Randy McPheron, 
director 6f missions for Rockcastle Associ­
ation. "This was the greatest illustration 
of the gospel I have witnessed during my 
ministr:y." 
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'Renfro Valley Welcomes the World' 
AIM-sponsored concert brings together 
Christian performers from around the globe 
By Shirley Cox 
State Correspondent 

Mount Vernon-The Renfro Valley stage _ 
that has hosted many country music and 
bluegrass legends over the years got a visit 
from a group of irtternational artists at the 
"Renfro Valley Welcomes the World" con­
cert Sept. 30. The event drew about 900 peo­
ple and was sporisored by Affiliated Inter­
national Ministries, the organization host­
ing such events during the ongoing World 
Equestrian Games in Lexington. 

Jack Fox of Louisville, known for his 
work ~th WHAS Radio and as the public- • 
address announcer for approximately 100 
airports in North America, served as emcee 
for the event. 

Each person who attended the perfor­
mance received a "More Than Gold" pin, 
the horseshoe-shaped souvenir with colors 
representing the plan of salvation. Rockcas­
tle Baptist Association Director of Missions 
Randy McPheron explained the meaning 
of each color to the audience and invited 
them to accept Christ. 

Throughout the eveni_ng, the gospel 
message was told through several perfor­
mances ranging from the music of The 
Pareli Pederson Band from Norway to illu­
sions by Kentucky Baptist magician David 
Garrard. 

The show also included the personal tes­
timony of Manoj Chopra, who is dubbed 
the "Strongest Man in Asia." He shared 
about a pastor who visited him while he 
was in prison in India, gave him a Bible and 
led him to Christ. 

"We are not here to tell you how strong 
we are," Chopra said after ripping a phone 
book in half. "We are here to tell you about 
Jesus." 

Backed by the Gunnpoint Band from 
Colorado, Randy Gunn sang "Jimmy Got 
Saved," a song about a motorcyclist who 
was transformed after he accepted Christ. 
Randy and his wife, Heidi, each hold world 
and national titles in cowboy-mounted 
shooting events and have received awards 
from the Country Music Association as top 
inspirational musicians. 

Another Renfro Valley performer was 
Australian didgeridoo player Adrian Ross. 
His dramatic perfoFmance included long, 
low jungle sounds on the instrument and a 
native aboriginal dance. 

"In Australia, my message is one of en­
couraging young adults and youth to never 
give up and include God in everything you 
do, whether you are a doctor, musician or a 
plumber," he told the crowd. 

A member of the Whimba-Whimba ab­
original tribe, Ross has played the diger­
idoo for 30 years. "Having an indigenous 
background, my message is also that no 
one is excluded from God's creation," he 

■ Above: Adrian Ross, an aboriginal didgeridoo 
player from Australia, performs at last week's 
"Renfro Valley Welcomes the World" event 
in Mount Vernon. Ross is a world-renowned 
musician who performed at the 2000 Summer 
Olympics in Sydney, Australia. ■ Below: All of 
the musical acts take the Renfro Valley stage 
for one final performance. The event, sponsored 
by Affiliated International Ministries, brought to­
gether performers train five countries and four 
continents. . 

said. "God loves us no matter who we are or 
where we came from." 

"We are musicians who are Christians," 
said Leah Thomas, leader of the Blue Fla­
mingo Jazz band from England. "Renfro 
Valley is a special place because we were in­
spired by the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville." 

To close out the evening, Blue Flamingo 
Jazz was joined on stage by the other artists 
for performances of''We are Marching" and 
"My Old Kentucky Home," both of which 
were greeted with a standing ovation. 

"The incredible diversity and quality of 
the entertainment made an unforgettable 
memory for everyone," said AIM Director 
Larry Martin. "'Renfro Valley Welcomes the 
World' represented the spirit of AIM. Young 
adults from five countries (and) four conti­
nents shared their God-given talents in the 
spirit of Christ's love.'.' 

~~~ 
, ... ~ 

.... 'ii 

A 
■ Top: India native Manoj Chopra, known as the "Strongest Man in Asia," rips a phone book in 
half. Chopra uses similar feats of strength to share his personal testimony of how God has moved 
in his life. ■ Above: The Pare/Ii Pederson Band from Norway takes the Renfro Valley stage for a 
few numbers. The group consists of several Christian young adult instrumentalists and vocalists. 
■ Below, Well-known magician David Garrard pops out of a box at the end of his magic act. Garrard 
has been performing magic as a way ofc-sharing the gospel for more than 40 years. He also serves as 
the children's minister at St. Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville. (Photos by Larry Brannin/KBC) 
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Hardinsburg Baptist 'moving forward' 

Hardinsburg Baptist Church recently celebrated the ded­
ication of new facilities, which include a large welcoming 
area, sanctuary, spacious fellowship hall, library, abundant 
parking and classrooms. 

Partners in The theme for the dedication was "Mov-

th M. • ing Forward for the Glory of God." 
e ISSIOn The day started with a worship service 

and door closing at the downtown proper­
ty and a car caravan to the new facilities 
on the U.S. 60 Bypass. The door opening 
ceremony was followed by a dedication 
service and lunch in the spacious fellow­
ship hall that doubles as a gym. 

The final service at the downtown facil­
ity included special music by the church 

By Bill Mackey choir and children's choir, testimonies by 
former pastors, a video history and a mes­

sage by Pastor Doug Miller. 
The new sanctuary was filled with members and guests 

who were led in upbeat worship music by Minister of Music 
Brad Krigbaum and soloists. Joe Miller, the building com­
mittee chairman, shared the history of the relocation and 
recognized committees and church trustees who assisted 
with the move. 

Pastor Miller presented a wonderful message on moving 
in response to God's leadership. He admonished the congre­
gation to view the new facilities as a base of operation and 

_not as a place for roots and entrenchment. 
He emphasized that because "movement is inevitable, it 

is foolish to put stakes too deep." A young boy responded by 
profession of faith and two other children were recognized 
for their baptisms. 

All were captured by the testimony of Robert Wayne, 
who served as pastor from 1957-1961. He shared that in a 
major vote by the church during his tenure, 12 people vot­
ed against the particular recommen_dation. After the deci­
sion was made, however, one of the key leaders who voted 
"no" asked to speak. This leader said that he felt the ma­
jority should rule and that he wanted to change his vote. 
All the others who had voted against the measure then did 
the same in a demonstration of unity. Former pastor Harry 
Dooley also gave testimony to unity in the church. 

It is believed that Hardinsburg Baptist Church dates bad< 
to the launch of a congregation in 1841. It is definite that 
in 1887 a "re-organized group of Baptists built a framed 
church on the same property." The church relocated to 115 
E. Third St. in 1926 where it has continued to meet until 
this year. 

In 2006, the church built a pavilion on the new proper­
ty where numerous church activities have been conducted. 
Playground equipment and a walking trad< added attrac-
tion to the property. • 

Hardinsburg Baptist Church is a great partner in mis­
sions support through the Cooperative Program and mis­
sions offerings. Since 1925, the church has given $1.3 mil­
lion to I)lissions through the Cooperative Program. 
Bill Mackey is executive director of the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 
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Martin 'energizing' Kentucky's equine ministries 

It's hard not to hear the excitement in Larry Martin's 
voice these days. For the past few years, the Loms­
villian has been preparing for the World Equestri­

an Games as though he were a top athlete pursuing a 
medal- perhaps harder. When others 
described WEG as the largest equine 
event in the Western Hemisphere, 
Martin didn't just see the hundreds 
of teams from -around the . globe 
that would be coming to the Blue­
grass State to compete. He saw an in­
credible arena for ministry, and like 
that supercharged bunny'beating its -
drum, Martin has kept going and go­
ing and going, energizing Kentucky Baptists and other 
believers to seize an opportunity to share their Chris­
tian faith with the world. 

If Martin was overwhelmed in the least, he certain­
ly wasn't stymied by it all. Many of the ministry com­
ponents planned by Affiliated International Minis­
tries quicldy expanded into greater, unanticipated op­
portunities. "One of the biggest surprises is how the 
doors have opened wider than we expected," Martin 
said. "We are now partnering with the Kentud<y Horse 
Park's staff in ways we couldn't have envisioned. Be­
cause of serving faithfully in a few capacities, we've 
been invited to serve in many unexpected ways." 

Consider, for example, the gift bags containing 
personal hygiene items with a gospel presentation. 
Not only were the bags very much appreciated by the 
grooms, but they also became strategic tools for volun­
teers in initiating conversations with a group that of- -
ten times goes overlooked by the throngs of spectators 
who stream through the park's gates each day. "Provid­
ing gift bags for the grooms- something no one had 
ever done before-was very well received and that al­
lowed us to meet grooms from all over the world," ex­
plained Martin. In fact, Kentucky Baptist churches and 
others gave so many supplies that enough bags were 
created to distribute them also to media representa­
tives-a gesture of Christian hospitality to many from 
other countries. 

Even before the Games, many were involved in 
prayerwall<s or requested prayer guides for the ath­
letes, teams, venue employees and equestrian ministry 
leaders. Church youth groups helped clean the arenas 
and stadium, spruced up horse stalls, and planted flow-

er beds. The relationships fostered and appreciation 
for their service have afforded AIM with other minis­
try opportunities, such as providing shuttles to trans­
port spectators from parking lots to various game ven­

Afler 
Thought 

ues. Roger Bartley, a member of First 
Baptist Church, Richmond, has coor­
dinated more than 50 drivers and bus 
hosts from area churches, including 
Kirksville, Eubank, St. Paul at Shive­
ly Heights, Dry Run and others. Last 
week, they were requested to operate 

By Todd Deaton two shuttles to transpor t the teams 
of para-athletes to dressage events. 

"Another pleasant surprise is how 
volunteer greeters at AIM booths have connected with 
many believers on the participating teams," said Mar­
tin, recalling a woman from Australia whose father is a 
Baptist pastor and a c;ouple from a Texas church, Mike 
and Jerry McLennan, who were competing in carriage-­
driving events. "They were very excited about what 
AIM is doing, and they took many of the 'More than 
Gold' pins to share with others," Martin said. Jerry 
McLennan, who volunteers with the New Beginnings 
Pregnancy Center in Brenham, Texas, spoke to a group 
of directors of area crises pregnancy centers. 

Of course, community festivals and expos, such 
as those in Georgetown, Lexington, Mount Vernon, 
Shelbyville, Paris and Lynch, and horse-themed wor­
ship services helped strengthen some 25 regional 
equestrian ministries an,d may lead to a network of 
horse trainers and other horse enthusiasts. Many Ken­
tucky Baptists are familiar with Jockey Pat Day, but 
through these AIM events they were introduced to the 
ministries of John Lyons, Lew Sterrett, Maureen Gall­
atin and even Molly, a pony from New Orleans with a 
prosthetic leg. • 

When WEG draws to a close soon, Martin likely will 
take a well-deserved breather, but he won't be horsing 
around long. He and othe_r AIM _leaders already are an­
ticipating being involved in the 2014 World Equestrian 
Games in France, and perhaps with equine events at 
the 2012 Olympic Games in London. And, with its new 
8,000-seat stadium, the Kentucky Horse Park is sure to 
attract more equestrian events, providing AIM-and 
Kentucky Baptists-with new opportunities to encour­
age believers in the horse industry and cultivate rela­
tionships with horse lovers everywhere. 

No discernment' 
Regarding the "Honoring Sacred 

Texts" service, it is disturbing to see 
those who call themselves Chris­
tians, aligning themselves with pa­
gan religions and calling them 
brothers and sisters. God 

to that religion. However, honoring 
any text other than the Holy Bible 
should be anathema to a Christian 
- actually a heresy, since the "hon­
oring" servirn put every text on the 
same level, making Almighty God 
no better than Allah or the Buddha. 

ments to lure state conventions into 
support of its mission endeavors. 
The election of Highview's pastor 
seems to advance the Great Commis­
sion Report's effort to destroy that 
strategy. Moreover, the Home Mis-

. sion Board, precursor of NAMB, ex­
panded its mission work by support­
ing the 1,200 associations affiliated 
wit_h SBC churches. 

doesn't share His glory, -
and He doesn't approve of 
spiritual idolatry. 

The religious practice of 
any other "god" than the 
God revealed in the Bible is 
rendered to demons (Deut 
32:17). Islam does not have 

,... 

our God, nor does Hinduism, Bahai, 
Buddism, Universalism, Spiritism/ 
Paganism, or New Age beliefs. 

Where is the discernment? (See 
1 _ Corinthians 10:19-21, 2 Corinthi­
ans 6:14-17, Psalm 16:4, Joshua 23: 
7, Hosea 2:17, 1 Timothy 4:16 and 1 
John 5:21.) 

Tammy Jo Hill 
Jamestown 

'Honoring' unacceptable 
In the Western Recorder of Sept. 

21 was the account of a Louisville 
church that hosted a service enti­
tled "Honbring Sacred Texts," held 
as a "peaceful, positive alternative" 
to the Koran-burning _ threat by a 
preacher in Florida. 

By definition, every religion has a 
text that can be classified as sacred 

Teaching about other reli­
gions and their holy texts 
is routine in churches, but 
placing them on the same 
level with Judeo-Christi­
anity through honoring 
them is unacceptable. 

Jim Clark 
Lexington 

Eroding cooperation 
The recent action by the board of 

the North American Mission Board 
has been viewed by some as the call 
of a pastor who has a passion for new 
churches. A second view suggests 
that this is another example of a 
mega-church pastor eroding the co-

, operative spirit of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention. • 

Highview Baptist Church's partic­
ipation in the Cooperative Program 
ceased when the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention- chose not to elect its 
pastor as president and when the 
KBC Nominating Committee refused 
to be subservient. 

The greatest expansion of the 
mission work of NAMB occurred 
when it used cooperative agree-

When the NAMB trustees former­
ly elected another mega-church pas­
tor as president, he initiated a new 
approach to mission work through 
"flagship churches," an approach 
that failed miserably, as did his lead­
ership. Now NAMB has called anoth­
er mega-church pastor who has dem­
onstrated disdain for the Baptist as­
sociation. The future of NAMB's ef­
fectiveness in mission work and 
SBC cooperation does not look good 
from this perspective: 

Russell Bennett 
Executive director emeritus 

Long Run Baptist Association 

Forum Disclaimer: Baptist Forum is pro­
vided as an opportunity for Kentucky Bap­
tists to express their viewpoints on a vari­
ety of subjects. Opinions expressed do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Western Re­
corder's editorial staff, its Board of Direc­
tors, or the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 
Letters should be no more than 300 words 
in length and will be edited for style, clar­
ity and space. Letters must reflect a spirit 
of Christian charity and civility. 
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Dangerous direction: Heading down the 'money trail' Improving social skills 
By Chuck Bentley 

In ·the process of trying to get a handle on their finances, 
people often ask me, "What role should money play in our 
lives?" That's really a good question to consider-and it's 

"You will lend to many nations but will b'orrow from 
none. The Lord will make you the head, not the tail" (vs. 
12-13). • 

Notice the economic consequences are inverted to those 

By Scott Wigginton 
Q: My teenager is a fine Christian young man who is 
committed to Christ and His Word, but his social skills 
are very poor. How can I help him in this area? one that the Bible answers. Jesus said, "Noser­

vant can serve two masters. Either he will hate 
the one and love the other, or he will be devot­

FIRST PERSON 
nations that disobey the Lord's commands: 

"The alien who lives among you will rise A: The only "social security" plan that will nev­
er need to be rescued or revised is 
found in the Bible. The Old Testa­
ment is replete with reminders that 
life is all about relat;i.onships. The 
Ten Commandments are clearly fo­
cused around our relationship with 
God (Exodus 20:1-11) and our relation­
ships with others (Exodus 20:12-17). 

ed to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both 
God and money" (Luke 16:13}. • 

Jesus was describing the tremendous danger of allow­
ing money to become our master instead of Him. When 
that happens, we allow the entire course of our lives to be 
controlled by the wrong master, which is akin to despis­
ing God. 

Many times, the dearest indicator of the direction a per­
son is moving comes from following the "money trail." Just 
a glance at their use of money can reveal the direction they 
are headed. While this is true for individuals, it also holds 
true for businesses and governments. . 

Yin-Kann Wen has a distinguished career as an econom­
ic scholar, including 20 years serving as a senior economist 
at the World Bank. I recently had the privilege of interview­
ing him as a guest on our MoneyLife radio program, and I 
want you to hear and heed his strong words of wisdom. 

By following the money trail, Wen can clearly see the 
"dangerous direction" in which America is headed. He be­
lieves our current course began with the rejection of God's 
financial principles that warn against debt and overcon-
sumption. • 

This economic scholar and committed Christian ties 
America's financial crisis to failure to meet the conditions 

_ set forth for Israel (or any God-honoring nation) in Deuter­
onomy 28-<:onditions that require obeying God. 

"If you fully obey the Lord your God and carefully follow 
all his commands I give you today, the Lord your God will 
set you high above all the nations on earth. All these bless­
ings will come upon you and accompany you if you obey 
the Lord your God" (Deuteronomy 28:1-2). 

What are the economic rewards for the nation that 
obeys the Lord? 

Make your tithe last forever 
By Laurie Valentine 

Tithing is part of our Christian stewardship respon­
sibilities. It is a discipline practiced by many all of their 
lives, and it is vital to the continued viability of the pro- · 

grams and ministries of our churches. 
When you die, will there be some­

one to "step into your shoes" to provide 
the funds your tithe has been providing 
to your church? 

To assure your church will have 
the financial resources it needs un­
til the Lord returns, consider includ­

ing in your estate plan a provision for the creation, at 
your death, of an endowment fund for the benefit of 
your church. Or, establish an endowment fund now to 
which you can make modest gifts at regular intervals 
with provisioq in your estate plan for a final gift to the 
fund at your death. 

An endowment fund is a permanent, . perpetual 
fund that distributes only the earnings to the church; 
the original gift amount is never distributed. An en­
dowment fund can be established through a bequest 
in your Will or Trust, or a life insurance or IRA benefi­
ciary designation. The bequest or beneficiary designa­
tion can be directly to the church or to a third-party fi­
duciary. 

To assure the funds will be used as an endowment, 
you must specify that in the bequest or beneficiary des­
ignation. 

To create an endowment fund large enough to have 
sufficient earnings to fund your tithe in perpetuity re­
quires a gift at your death (or a combination of gifts 
during life and at your death) equal to approximate­
ly 25 times your current annual tithe. This assumes an 
annual return of 4 percent. 

For example, if the current amount'you tithe each 
year is $2,000, the endowment would need to have 
$50,000 in it ($2,000 x 25). Assuming the endowment is 
invested to grow its value over time, the amount it will 
distribute to your church will also grow over time. 

Assure your church will have the financial resourc­
es in the future to minister to needs in your communi­
ty by setting up an endowment fund. The result? Your 
tithe will last forever. 
Laurie Valentine is trust counsel for the Kentucky Baptist Foundation. 

above you higher and higher, but you will sink 
lower and lower. He will lend to you, but you will not lend 
to him. He will be the head, but you will be the tail" (vs. 43-
44). 

In view of these conditional promises of God, Wen CO!fr 

ments, "Observed from the statistics, the United States up 
to the 1970s was the world's largest net creditor country." 
In other words; we were lending to many nations out of our 
incredible abundance, blessed by God. However, "in 1985, 
the United States had turned into a net debtor nation, and 
by 2004 the U.S. became the largest debtor nation in the 
world." 

The dangerous path we are on is a result of our disobedi: 
ence to the Lord. Even more dangerous is the "solution" for 
economic recovery-more federal debt borrowed fro,m for­
eign nations. Wen says that while increased federal debt to 
stimulate the economy is helpful in the short term, in the 
long term it is "like quenching thirst with poison." 

In addition to his concerns with the excessive debt and 
overspending by the government, Wen notes how individu­
al Americans are in a similar situation. The average Ameri­
can family has high debt and low savings. Fourteen percent 
of after-tax income is consumed for debt service alone, and 
the savings rate is less than five percent of gross annual in­
come. 

What should Christians do? 
The noted scholar gives this straightforward advice: 
1. We should pray to God for the United States and Eu­

rope-nations who have historically enjoyed God's econom­
ic blessing-that they would return to God and not contin­
ue moving away from Him. We should ask the Lord to grant 
mercy and a spirit ofrepentance to reject sin and degener­
ation and to embrace God's Word once more. 

2. We should use our influence and exercise our civic re­
sponsibilities to elect leaders who will rein in government 
overspending and the sustained accumulation of debt. _ 

3. As individuals, we should return to the teachings of 
the Bible. Because we belong to God, our resources also 
belong to Him-we are stewards, not owners. We must re­
main faithful and obedient stewards of God. In practice, we 
should increase savings and work to retire every debt, in­
cluding home mortgages. Finally, we need to live a content­
ed life, free from the love of money (see Hebrews 13:5). (BP) 
Chuck Bentley is CEO of Crown Financial Ministries and host of Crown's 
MoneyLife ™ radio broadcast. 

-Throughout Proverbs one finds specific instructions re­
garding social skills, including how to handle anger. In 
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, the New Tes­
tament reveals the ultimate remedy for "social insecu­
rity." When a person knows Christ and "walks in the 
Spirit," the Scripture says that they demonstrate "love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self control" (Galatians 5:22-23). 

Let me encourage you to point your son to person­
al reflection upon Scripture to begin to understand 
God's principles for relationships. Help him careful­
ly think through how to apply certain micro-skills. 
For example, how could you model for him what kind­
ness would look like? In what ways might you demon­
strate joy or self control? Consider just a few "micro 
skills" that you might demonstrate and challenge him 
to work on one per week, praising him when he "gets 
it right." Here's a list for the next 12 weeks: 

■ Meeting/greeting skills 
■ Appropriate eye contact 
■·Strong handshake 
■ Appropriate hugs 
■ Phone etiquette 
■ Making requests 
■ Response to criticism 
■ How to make a complaint and ask for change 
■ Expressing gratitude 
■ Appropriate tone 
■ Speaking clearly without mumbling 
■ Extending or responding to an invitation 
Remember to continue to "catch him doing it 

right," even after the week for a particular skill comes 
to an end. Help your son build his social skills even as 
the Spirit of Christ continues to mold his character. 

Scott Wigginton is associate professor of pastoral ministries and 
counseling at Campbellsville University and minister of counseling 
at Campbellsville Baptist Church. 

Course correction offers hopeful outlook for the future 
By David Jeremiah 

While many look to the govern­
ment, material possessions, drugs or 
pleasure, they quickly find that these 

1. There is a strong resolution to 
find hope in God. 

In verses two and three the psalm-
ist writes, "Praise the Lord, oh my 

only lead to temporary 
distractions on a lifelong 
quest for happiness. 

COMMENTARY 
soul, while I live I will 
praise the • Lord; I will 
sing praises to my God 

Never have so many people been 
so unhappy, as they are today. Per­
haps the true source of despair and 
hopelessness among many people to­
day is simply the recognition that life 
isn't what it ought to be. Some of the 
things that promised them satisfac­
tion and joy have not delivered on the 
promise. 

One thing I can tell you for cer­
tain is you can't live very long with­
out hope. Hope is a main ingredient in 
life. It is the very core of who you are 
and your existence as a person. 

Psalm 146 is called one of the hal­
lelujah psalms, meaning they "praise 
the Lord." And the hallelujah psalm 
in Psalm 146 portrays a wonderful 
picture of hope. It is an· invitation to 
those who khow despair all too well. 
It presents an opportunity to take an­
other look at the hope that can only be 
found in God. 

Let's work through this psalm to­
gether on three key points, all of them 
leading to the One who can and will 
provide. 

while I have my being." Hope in God is 
a decision that we make. Sooner or lat­
er in our life we come to a fork in the 
road where we have to make a choice. 
Either we will put our faith in our own 
strength or we will make our journey 
toward God. The psalmist here, with 
great resolution, says, "I will praise 
and sing unto my God." 

2. There is a strong resolution to re­
ject placing hope in man. 

The psalmist writes, "Do not put 
your trust in princes, in mortal men, 
who cannot save. When their spirit 
departs, they return to the ground; 
on that very day their plans come to 

· nothing." 
It is a very interesting day for us at 

tfiis particular juncture in history. If 
you examine the lives of our leaders, 
you will discover they have glaring 
flaws. The psalmist challenges us not 
to put our hope in these mortal rne_n 
or women, but rather we should put 
our hope in God who lives forever and 
reigns throughout all generations. 

3. There is a strong resolution that 

man's plans will end, but God's truth 
lasts forever. 

The last part of the psalm contains 
some of the most encouraging truth 
I have read 011 this subject of hope. 
The question is, "What can God do for 
those who look to Hirn for help?" The 
description given for those whom God 
helps makes room for all of us. 

The psalmist writes, "He upholds 
the cause of the oppressed and gives 
food to the hungry. The Lord sets pris­
oners free, the Lord gives sight to the 
blind, the Lord lifts up those who are 
bowed down, the Lord loves the righ­
teous. The Lord watches over the alien 
and sustains the fatherless and the 
widow." God allows hope to spring out 
of hopelessness· for all people. 

Life has a way of setting us on the 
course of hopelessness unless we have 
God at the center of our lives to hold 
us steady. I want to challenge you that 
if you don't have hope in your life, be­
gin to cultivate it by looking to God as 
your source of strength. When you feel 
you are sinking into despair, ask your­
self the question of the Psalmist in 
Psalm 42, "Why art thou cast down 0 

· my soul? Hope thou in God." (BP) 

David Jeremiah is the founder of the radio and 
television program "Turning Point for God," and 
pastor of Shadow Mountain Community Church 

. in El Cajon, Calif. 



6 MINISTRY. 
SOOTIIERNrid 

10/10/10 

A WARM MEAL Winnie, a cook at Tabitha Ministries, prepares 
40 liters of soup-using ingredients provided through Southern 
Baptists' World Hunger Fund-tor distribution to people affected 
by HIV/AIDS in Sweetwaters, South Africa. (Photo by Charles 
Braddix/lMB) 

Southern Baptists' Hunger 
Fund serves AIDS victims 
Continued from page 1 
a local Christian organization, to provide food to more 
than 6,000 individuals affected by the disease. 

"BGR has been able .to partner with organizations like 
Tabitha Ministries to provide food parce:ts that supplement 
the nutrition levels of child-headed households, those on 
anti-retroviral treatments and those suffering with full­
blown AIDS," Hatfield said. "We are able to supply these 
nutritional food parcels because of the generous and sac­
rificial donations of Southern Baptists," he added. "All the 
food products in the parcels are purchased with funds pro­
vided through the World Hunger Fund." 

The fund is mainly supported by an annual offering in 
Southern Baptist churches each October. This year World 
Hunger Sunday is Oct. 10. 

People in southern Africa, one of the regions hardest 
hit by HIV/AIDS, do not talk about the disease, they talk 
about hunger, noted James Morris, former director of the 
United Nations World Food Programme, in a report on the 
relationship between hunger and AIDS. 

Morris said food plays a critical role in providing peo­
ple with nutrition that can help them "fight off the infec­
tion, regain strength and live productively." Malnutrition 
breaks down an individual's immune system and makes 
one more prone to disease, including AIDS. 

"Ending AIDS is not a battle we will win with medicine 
alone. We need proper nutrition, education and clean wa­
ter," Morris stressed. 

"One of the things tha·t you see in areas of poverty is 
that there is no margin in anyone's life to be able to survive 
a crisis," Hatfield said. "HIV is a huge crisis that is magni­
fied in areas already dealing with poverty, where it turns 
into this miserable experience that many times leads to a 
very painful and horrible death." 

In Sweetwaters, the World Hunger Fund provides eight 
tons of food per month to "desperate people, most of whom 
need the sustenance merely to survive," Hatfield said. 

"The food parcels are a supplemental amount of food 
going into a home," he added. "It is not everything that 
they need-there is no way we could provide all that right 
now-but it is a supplement and it is a help." 

The parcels contain basic foodstuffs like corn meal, 
rice, beans, canned fish, salt, sugar and tea. Each house­
hold also is given fresh produce grown in greenhouses 
supplied by BGR. As they distribute food, volunteers with 
Tabitha Ministries tell members of each household about 
God's love for them and the full, meaningful life He creat­
ed for them. 

"This is truly a biblical ministry, feeding the widows 
and orphans and assisting the sick and destitute who are 
in need," Hatfield said. (BP) 
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stepping out on faith 
Church's food pantry brings hope to desperate families 
By JoAnn Bradberry 
International Mission Board 

Memphis, Tenn.-Less·than a decade 
ago, Sheri Shockey was living the 
American dream- a nice house in 
the suburbs, a family and a success­
ful nursing job in Memphis, Tenn. 

At that same time, James Er­
win and some families at Brinkley 
Heights Baptist Church were hold­
ing a prayer meeting on the other· 
side of town. The small congregation 

. was struggling to keep the lights 
on in their building. They'd heard 
the call of God to reach out to their 
neighbors. The idea of a food pantry 
ignited their.excitement. 

-The pastor met the idea with 
some skepticism. The church's clos­
est neighbors were several crack 
houses, where gang violence and 
drug-related shootings were not un­
common. "How are we going to do 
this?" the pastor asked. "We don't 
have any money." 

PACKED WITH LOVE Carol Densford, a volunteer at Brinkley Heights Baptist Church's 
food pantry in Memphis, Tenn., packs a bag with a supply of food tor a neighborhood 
family. The food pantry is supported by the Southern Baptist World Hunger Fund as 
well as individual donations. (Photo by JoAnn Bradberry/lMB) 

During a pause in the discussion, 
one man stood up. "God's got every­
thing," he said. "God's got all the 
money. He's given us the plans and 
if He plans it He's going to supply 
whatever we need. All He wants us to 
do is be willing." 

They didn't have much food to 
share, but they had faith and love 
enough for the whole neighbor­
hood. Families began bringing a few 
cans of food to a closet in the church 
and inviting their neighbors to come 
on-Monday nights to receive grocer­
ies and the good news. 

Good news was in short .supply 
for Sheri. Her husband, Ron, lost his 
successful roofing business. Sheri 
herself was diagnosed with ovarian 
cancer and found herself without 
health insurance. 

In the following months, their 
house was foreclosed on and their 
son was sent to live with relatives . 
Ron found a job working as a main-

tenance man in exchange for lodg­
ing- a small room at a cheap motel­
while • Sheri underwent treatment 
for cancer. She later quit treatn1ent 
and doctors gave her only 18 months 
to live. 

"I had gotten really, really thin 
and I just figured I was going to die 
any day," she recalled. "My husband 
had been. taking care of everything. 
When he was diagnosed with diabe­
tes, I just lost my will to live." 

Stories similar to the Shockeys are 
being played out across North Amer­
ica. Last month, the U.S. Census Bu­
reau announced a 14.3 -percent pov­
erty rate for 2009. The number of 
people living below the poverty rate 
is at its highest level since 1959, ac­
cording to various news sources. 

Weary and hopeless, Sheri 
showed up at Brinkley Heights. "It • 
was like coming home," she said. "I 
discovered a whole new family." 

A family that, as Sheri described 
it, has taught her what it means to 
be a Christian. "The faith that these 

Secretti-ries Lunc~eon 
A spe_cial event for church and 

denominational secretaries 

Tuesday,Nov.16,Noon 
In conjunction with the 2010 KBC Annual 

Meeting, Immanuel Baptist Church, Lexington 

Guest Speaker: Bridget Kehrt-Grace, executive 
director, Crossroads Pregnancy Center, Bowling Green 

& former on-air radio personality 

Cost: $10 per person. Reservations required by Nov. 10. 
For details, or to register, contact Jenny Byrd by e-mail: 

jenny.byrd@kybaptist.org or by phone: (502) 489-3335 or 
(866) 489-3335 (toll-free in KY). 

Immanuel Baptist Church is located at 3100 Tates Creek Rd. 
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This event is sponsored by the Kentucky Baptist 
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/, 

people have is remarkable," she 
said. "I didn't know that as a child. 
I didn't understand the faith that is 
necessary. And being here in Brin­
kley has brought me closer to God." 

The food pantry and clothes clos­
et at Brinkley Heights have evolved • 
into a full-scale nonprofit organiza­
tion. It meets the needs of more than 
1,500 neighbors each year with assis­
tance from the Southern Baptist 
World Hunger Fund and the gener­
osity of church members. 

In 2009, the World Hunger Fund 
provided 4.6 million meals in North 
America through churches and 
hunger relief ministries, through 
which more than 36,000 professions 
of faith were reported. 

This year, $1.2 million is needed 
for requests already expressed for 
2011, and only $500,000 is on hand 
for the rest of 2010. World Hunger 
Sunday is Oct. 10, when churches of­
ten tal<e ·up a special offering-100 
percent of which goes to providing 
food for the underserved. (BP) 



BAPTISTS 
Florida, Nevada messengers 
to weigh CP allocation bumps 

Leesburg, Fla.-Messengers from 
a pair of state Baptist conventions 
will vote on changing their Coop­
erative Program allocations when • 
their annual meetings convene. 

A 30-member task force with 
the Florida Baptist Convention 
released a report Sept. 23-24 that 
recommends a 50/50 allocation -
split between state and South­
ern Baptist Convention missions 
causes in the next four years. 

A final draft of the recommen­
dations-which includes four pro­
posals in all-by the Imagine If 
Great Commission Resurgence 
Task Force report will be voted on 
by messengers at the Florida Bap­
tist State Convention's Nov. 8-9 
annual meeting in Brandon. 

The Florida task force cited 
"the vast lostness of the state" and 
"economic and budgetary reali­
ties" as requiring "difficult deci­
sions" on the group's part. 

"Good programs must give 
way to programs that are essen­
tial for effectiveness and efficien­
cy in fulfilling the Great Commis­
sion," the task force stated. 

Nevada Southern Baptists, 
meanwhile, will vote this month 
on a proposal to increase their Co­
operative Program giving by two­
thirds over the next five years and 
merge the state convention and 
four associations into one entity. 

The chairman of the task force 
bringing the recommendations 
said it is an "out of the box" re­
sponse to "stark choices" facing 

the state's 179 churches and mis­
sion congregations. 

The Nevada Baptist Conven­
tion's executive board voted unan­
imously Sept. 21 to send the plan 
to messengers at the Oct. 18-19 an­
nual meeting in Reno, ·said Hoyt 
Savage, pastor of Foothills Baptist 
Church in Las Vegas and chairman 
of the 14-member task force. 

The report calls for the division 
of Cooperative Program missions 
receipts to move to a 70/30 split 
in 2011, from the current 70.5/ 
29.5 formula. The allocation then 
would increase the percentage to 
national and international causes 
by 5 percent a year until a 50/50 di­
vision is reached in 2015. 

As Florida and Nevada weigh 
an increase in CP giving to the 
SBC, the Kansas-Nebraska Con­
vention of Southern Baptists has 
reduced its percentage of CP re­
ceipts forwarded to the SBC from 
32 percent to 22 percent, accord­
ing to the Baptist Digest, the con­
vention's newspaper. 

Two factors prompted the de­
cision, said convention President 
Ron Pracht: the impact of the eco­
nomic recession on churches and 
the diversion of cooperative mis­
sions funds int9 direct missions 
causes. 

The action is retroactive to the 
first of the year and will remain 
in place through at least the end 
of the year. The reduction was ap­
proved by 40 members of the con­
vention's mission board. (BP) 
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FRANK PAGE STEPS IN AT EXEC. COMM. 
New president says Cooperative Program still important 
By Lonnie Wilkey 
Tennessee Baptist & Reflector 

Newport, Tenn.-In 2006, the election of Frank 
Page as president of the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion sent a signal that the Cooperative Program is 
still important to Southern Baptists. 

Page, who by his own admission thought he 
never stood a chance of being elected, defeated 
two mote widely lmown Southern Baptist lead­
ers who were pastors of church­
es that gave a relatively low per­
centage of undesignated gifts 

• through the Cooperative Program 
for Southern Baptist national and 
international missions and min­
istries. On tlie other hand, First 
Baptist Church of Taylors, S.C., 
where Page served at the time, 
gave 12.4 percent through the CP 
giving channel the year prior to 
his election. 

Fast forward. four years to this 
year's Southern Baptist Conven-

some on the task force as being negative. 
"Between that initial report and the final re­

port, the task force listened to Southern Baptists 
and to some on the committee. That made it a 
far more palatable document for Southern Bap­
tists," he said. 

Page noted .the Cooperative Program "came 
out as greatly affirmed as the method" of fund­
ing Southern Baptist missions and ministry ef­

forts. 
Because of the changes that 

were made, "I could stand with 
the committee at the end," he 
said. 

When the GCR Task Force first 
presented its report, Page was 
serving as the North American 
Mission Board's vice president of 
evangelization, a position he ex­
pected to hold for some time. 

~onFl anhual meeting in Orlan- TURNING THE PAGE Frank Page, 
0

, a. . new president of the Southern Bap-

Prior to the start of the SBC an­
nual meeting, however, Page was 
elected to lead the SBC Executive 
Committee, succeeding Morris 
Chapman who retired Sept. 30 .. 

Southern Bapti~ts elected a fist Convention's Executive Com­
paStor (Bryant Wnght of Geor- • mittee addresses committee mem­
gia) "".ho ~ad led his church to cut bers at a recent meeting. (Photo by 
ba_ck its gifts through the Cooper- Morris Abernathy) 
ative Program. 

Although the EC vote was not 
unanimous, Page said he is con­
fident the Executive Committee 
will work with him in the years 
to come. 

It would appear Southern Baptists now have 
sent a message that CP is not as important as it 
once was. But Page, the new president of the SBC 
Executive Committee, doesn't believe that's the 
case. 

He said his election as SBC president "told me 
that the Cooperative Program does matter and 
that many people think it is 'the glue that holds 
us together."' 

Page observed that the Cooperative Program, 
in the last four years, has "received more scruti­
ny than at any given point in time. I believe that 
is positive." 

Page, who assumed his new role Oct. 1, cited 
another action taken at the meeting in Orlando 
to support his belief that CP remains important 
to Southern Baptists. . 

Page was a member of the Great Commission 
Resurgence Task Force that brought a report to 
the convention. He aclmowledged that he strug­
gled with the initial report and was viewed by 

Working together will be imperative as the Ex­
ecutive Committee faces its own challenges as a 
result of the GCR Task Force -report adopted by 
SBC messengers in June. 

One result of the report will be the reduction 
ofl percent of the Executive Committee's Cooper­
ative Program allocation in order for the Interna­
tional Mission Board to receive 51 percent of all 
CP receipts. 

The 1 point reduction represents about $2 mil­
lion, or roughly one-third of the Executive Com­
mittee's budget. 

Page acknowledged that the budget redu(:tion 
will be "extremely tough" for th~ committee. 

But what is needed more than anything for a 
Great Commission resurgence, Page said, is a "Co­
operative Program resurgence." 

"The truth is that the pie has to get bi£ger," 
Page said. In order for that to happen, he said ·the 
Executive Committee will work in conjunction 
with Baptist_state conventions to promote CP. (BP) 

WVVVv.MBTS.-EQU / ONLlNE BGCT board opts not to alter 
messenger-challenge process 

' 

MIDWESTERN. 
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ONLINE 
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816.414.3700 I MATS@MBTS.EDU ··-,.,, ...... _...,._illtaa., 
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Dallas-Procedural and constitutional concerns prompted the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas Executive Board to reject 
a study committee's proposal to change how the BGCT handles 
messenger-seating challenges at its annual meeting. 

At the 2009 BGCT meeting, Kyle Henderson, pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Athens, Texas. recommended a process to 
deal with messenger-seating challenges in advance of conven­
tion meetings. 

His proposal would have amended the BGCT bylaws to re­
quire any messenger challenging the seating of another messen­
ger to contact that messenger's church at least 18 ·days before 
the annual meeting. He also proposed that a statement of intent 
to challenge the seating be presented to the BGCT credentials 
committee at least one week prior to the meeting. 

Henderson's proposal was referred to the BGCT ·Executive 
Board, and the board created an ad hoc study committee. 

That committee felt the proposal would be inappropriate, 
said chairman Bob Fowler, because it also mandated a church re­
spond to allegations made by any messenger. However, he noted, 
the committee saw merit in providing some advance notice of a 
messenger-seating challenge._ 

The proposal grew out of concerns related-to an anticipated 
challenge at the 2009 BGCT meeting involving messengers from 
Broadway Baptist Church in Fort Worth. The Southern Baptist 
Convention had cut ties with the church earlier in the year on 
the basis of its perceived acceptance of homosexual members. 

The anticipated challenge was defused last year when Broad­
way Baptist decided at the last minute not to send messengers 
to the BGCT annual meeting. The congregation recently voted to 
sever its historic relationship with the convention. (ABP) _ 
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P~p Quiz: Poll finds nonbelievers 
know most about religious-beliefs 
By Adelle Banks 

Washington-Who can best answer questions 
about religion in America? 

Based on a new survey released last week by 
the Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life, it's your 
atheist or agnostic neighbor, followed by the Jew 
or Mormon down the street. 

A significant percentage-four 

In fact, Smith said, eight in 10 of the atheists 
and agnostics polled were raised in a faith, includ­
ing three:-quarters who were raised as Christians. 

Mormons' high levels of religious knowledge 
can be credited to four years of early-morning 
classes in the Bible, the Book of Mormon and Mor-

mon church history during high 

in 10-of Rom~n Catholics did How'd They Do? 
know that thelf church teach-

school, said Terryl Givens, a pro­
fessor ofliterature and religion at 
the University of Richmond. 

es that the bread and wine used 
at Communion become the body 
and blood of Jesus duringMass. 

The average number of questions 
answered correctly by different 
groups (.out of 32 total): 

Jews, also, have a strong em­
phasis on education, he noted. 

Most Americans are some­
what familiar with the Bible, 
Smith said, but responses to non-

The survey also found that 
graduates of private schools did 
better than students in pub­
lic schools, but r-eligious school 
graduates didn't fare any better 
in their ability to answer ques­
tions about the Bible, world re­
ligions or the role of religion in 
public life. 

Atheist/agnostic: 20.9 
Jewish: 20.5 biblical questions reveal a lack of 
Mormon: 20.3 
White evangelical Protestant: 17 .6 
White Catholic: 16.0 

lmowledge on certain beliefs. For 
example, just 16 percent correct­
ly said that Protestants-not Cath­
olics-have taught that salvation 
comes through faith alone. 

White mainline Protestant: 15.8 
"Nothing in particular": 15.2 
Black Protestant: 13.4 • Stephen 'Prothero, author of 

"Religious Literacy: What Every 
American Needs to Know-And 

"Our survey certainly shows 
that there are lots of things that 
Americans do know about reli-

Hispanic Catholic: 11.6 

gion-most Americans have a certain familiarity 
with the Bible for instance," said Greg Smith, a 
senior researcher at the Pew Forum. "But, at the 
same time, there are important things that people 
don't know as well." 

Overall, agnostics and atheists, Jews and Mor­
mons scored the best on a quiz of 32 questions­
from citing the first book of the Bible (Genesis) to 
naming a preacher from the First Great Awaken­
ing (Jonathan Edwards). 

David Silverman, president of the group Ameri­
can Atheists, said he wasn't surprised that atheists 
answered more questions ·correctly than others, 
and hopes the findings will .help people realize 
that atheists understand the religious beliefs they 
reject. "It certainly underscores the fact that athe­
ists are not atheists due to ignorance," he said. 

Everybody needs a break 
Periodic breaks allow time away from 
school for both students and faculty 

Doesn't," said the findings re-­
fleet Americans' tenuous grasp on the world's reli­
gions, preventing them from having significant in­
terfaith conversations. 

"Yes, -there is a kind of 'Jeopardy' quality to 
this," said Prothero, a religion professor at Bos­
ton University who consulted on the survey. "But I 
think these kinds of simple questions indicate the 
deficit that we have as a country in understanding 
the religions of the world and our own religions." 

Although the av.erage respondent answered 
just half of the answers correctly, researchers 
opted not to give anyone an "F" or an "A." 

"It's not as if the American public has taken 
a semester-long religion course and are now be-­
ing tested on topics with which they should be fa­
miliar," Smith said. "That's why we don't assign 
grades." (RNS) 

that their Mom and Dad had to share our time­
often an unfair amount of time-meeting the 
needs of our dormitory students. But when the 

• breaks came, we looked forward to spending a 
week camping. No phones, no interruptions-just 
sleeping, hil<ing and cooking. Boy, did we ever en­
joy camp cooking! 

I suspect many of Oneida's friends thin}s that 
caring for our boys and girls is similar to hav­
ing students in college. While there certainly 
are some similarities, there also are many dif­
ferences. For example, many freshman boys and 
girls who go off to college for the first time likely 
have no idea how homesick they may be-­
come. I suspect a college freshman does 
a much better job of dealing with those 
emotions than an 11-year-old sixth grad­
er who comes·to OBI. 

On Sept. 24, our students went home for fall 
break. Ask any of our students and they will tell 

you those breaks are scheduled so they 
This is Oneida can spend some time at home. 

While that is true, it also is a fact that 
our faculty and staff need a rest. Our staff 
look forward to the breaks just as much 
as our students. While the staffs dedica­
tion cannot be questioned, the 10- and 12-
hour ·pays take a toll on their energy and 
emotions. Many of my staff have weekend 
responsibilities, too. 

Most of our friends have no idea how 
challenging it can be to care for our 
youngest students. And it isn't only the 
middle school students; our high school 
students often struggle with many of the 
same emotions. While some of the ad­
justment issues we experience each year 
are similar to those of previous years, ev­

So; why do we have the scheduled 
W.F. Underwood breaks? Well, it's fine with me that our 

students think it's something we do 
ery school year is made up of different emotions 
and reactions to homesickness. 

Oneida is blessed to have a dedicated faculty 
and staff who spend a lot of personal unpaid time 
working with our boys and girls. For a staff family 
that has children still living at home, those addi­
tional hours spent with our students understand-
ably can put a bit of a strain on them. · • 

While most of our staff children understand 
why their parents are willing to spend the extra 
time with our students, the kids know that when 
the various scheduled school breaks take place, 
the family will get to spend some much-needed 
time together. 

I can tell you from firsthand experience that 
back in the '80s and early '90s, our two youngest 
children had to understand and respect the fact 

-just for them, but from experience we know just 
about how long our staff can go before they need 
a break. The fall break is the first of three sched­
uled breaks each academic year. 

Some of our staff will ~pend part or all of the 
break right here at Oneida. They may take a day 
trip or two and maybe spe,nd two or three days 
doing something special as a family. But like our 
students, most of our staff will spend the break 
camping, visiting loved ones, traveling or doing 
some other special activity. Most of our staff will 
return in six or seven days to get a day or two of 
rest- you do know how vacations_go, don't you?­
before our students.return. 
WF. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
fnstitute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida 
school.org; e-(TJail: president@oneidaschool.org 
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'God has done some amazing things' 
Roberts thankful for what 
God has brought her through 

One of our new students, Theda 
Roberts from·Mountain City, Tenn., 
said she is constantly amazed at 
how God's grace literally has trans­
formed her life in recent years. 

God used that time to prepare me 
for my time at Clear Creek and 
for His calling on my life," Rob­
erts continued. "I know that God 
has called me to counsel and min­
ister to other women who are go­
ing through some of the same 
struggles I went through. I know 

"I was saved at age 40," 
Roberts recalled. "I lived in 
North Carolina at the time. 
I moved to Mountain City, 
Tenn., five years ago. 

Clear Creek 
Chronicle 

God can use my experienc­
es to help others who are 
hurting. 

"I am thankful for a 
place like Clear Creek that 
God uses to equip those 
He calls to ministry," Rob­
erts said. "My pastor grad­
uated from Clear Creek. I 
came for a visit to see if 
this was where God want-
ed me to get some training 

"Shortly after I moved 
to Tennessee, I attended 
a women's retreat. It was 
there at the retreat where 
God spoke to me very clear­
ly and told me that I need­
ed to change some things 
in my life. Donnie Fox for His calling on my life. 

"l was not serving the 
Lord like I should have been serv­
ing Him. I made the commitment 
at that time to make some chang­
es in my life. 

"God has really done some 
amazing things in my life since 
that time," Roberts said. "To think 
of where God has brought me 
from to where I am now is simply 
attributed to His amazing grace in 
my life. 

"After I made that commitment 
at the women's retreat, there were 
some devastating things that took 
place in my life. I was even home-­
less at one point. 

"But as I look back, I see how 

"During my visit, I 
found this college to be a very 
welcoming place, even to a stu­
dent who is older than the tra­
ditional college student. When I 
came back as a student, I found 
that it was still the same. I am 
thankful for the opportunity to 
receive training so I can minister 
to other women in the future." 

Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek 
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek 
Road, Pineville, KY 40977; to/I-free: 
(866) 340-3196; Web site: WWW. 

ccbbc.edu; e-mail: dfox@ccbbc.edu 
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More essential than ever PBS series 'God in America' explores · 
intersection of religion and politics State's Baptist institutions 

faithful to biblical education 
Christian higher education is 

more essential to our culture to­
day than it ever has been. 

And how fortunate we Ken­
tucky Baptists are to • 
be in relationship with 
three quality Christian 
higher education insti-

, tutions : Campbellsville 
University, Univer sity 
of the Cumberlands and 
Georgetown College. 

Himself and to use them for His 
greater glory." 

Christian higher education has 
at its core Christ, who is truth. You 
can be pleased our three institu­
tions approach their missions with 
a commitment to holistic educa-

• tion, nurturing the intel­
lect, shaping and molding 
the heart and soul, model­
ing servanthood as a way 
of life, and touching our 
neighbors throughout 
the world with a touch of 
God's love. 

By Sara Shereen Bakhshian 
Arlington, Va.-PBS' American Experience and 

Frontline explore the role of religion in Amer­
ican life across more than 400 years in the six­
hour series "God in America," which will air 
over three consecutive nights 
starting Oct. 11. 

The journey interweaves 
historical dramatizations, in­
terviews with scholars and 
documentary footage, cover­
ing themes such as the com­
plexities of religious liberty, 
competition in. America's re­
ligious marketplace and reli­
gion as a source of social re­
form. 

Marilyn 
.Mellowes 

How do you fit 400 years of American religious 
history into a six-hour documentary series? 

It's very daunting. I did have my moments 
when I thought, "How am I ever going to figure 
this out?" But I'm lucky. I'm sort of naturally a 

curious person and so I start­
ed reading and I started scrib­
bling and talking to people. 
And as I read and listened to 
scholars, there were a.number 
of themes that really started 
to come to the core. And they 
did ultimately become the 
scenes that have structured 
the series-the intellectual ar­
chitect as it were. 

The leaders of each 
of these schools take se­
riously the unique call­
ing of Christian higher 
education (a) to encour­
age and model biblical 

Barry Allen 

Paul Corts, president of 
the Council for Christian 
Colleges and Universities, 
recently observed that to- · 
day as most of higher edu­
cation in America has lost 

Series Producer Marilyn 
Why is it important to have 

the series air now? 

morality for a generation that has 
grown up in moral relativism; (bl 
to articulate and defend the bib­
lical worldview for a generation 
that has grown up in spiritual plu­
ralism; and (cl to equip disciples 
who will manifest a faithful pres­
ence at the highest levels of influ­
ence for a polarized and embit­
tered culture. 

As Jim Denison, president of 
the Center for Informed Faith, re­
cently reminded Baptist college 
administrations_, "Remember you 
serve ·a King who is building His 
kingdom through you. These are 
not our schools, but His. We join 
Him as He works to draw them to 

its way and deserted its heritage of 
faith, losing sight of its reason for 
being, we can be thankful to be the 
beneficiaries of those faithful stew­
ards who followed the admonition 
of scripture to preserve and grow 
"the faith that was once for all en­
trusted to the saints" Uude 3). 

Why not consider making a leg­
acy gift for the benefit of these 
three institutions to perpetuate 
that scriptural admonition? Call 
us for assistance. 
Barry Allen is president of the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 
PO Box 436389, Louisville, 
KY 40253; toll-free (866) 489-3533; 
www.kybaptistfoundation.org 

Mellowes talked about developing the series, its 
timely relevance and what she hopes audiences 
will take away. (Some answers have l;leen edited 
for length and clarity.) 

How did you get involved with the series? 
Around 2004, I became worried about the 

ways religion and politics were intersecting in 
this country. I felt that the nature of that en­
gagement had changed and it had become some­
what toxic in ways that I felt endangered our po­
litical process, (and) our belief in conducting in­
telligent national discourse. 

So I started to thin_k of ways public television 
could help address that. It wasn't one-blinding 
moment of the road; it evolved slowly and over 
time. . 

One thing I hope this series does is show that 
religion and politics- and political life more 
broadly-have always been engaged. 

The issues around religion and politics will 
-ebb and flow but they're never going to go away. 
We had an idea that we thought was important 
and had an evergreen quality to it, as we some­
times say in this business: It's always been with 
us, and it always will be with us. 

What do you believe is the ultimate takeaway 
from this series? 

I hope there's an understanding that reli­
gion has shaped our history. I want people to be 
more informed. I would love to see a whole array 
of conversation happening across the country 
about the intersection of politics and religion. 

We also hope to give a historical perspective 
and framework, so that when we're reading or 
hearing about the controversy over the Islam­
ic center in New York City, we understand that 
questions of religious freedom and liberty have 
a very long history. (RNS) 

The· Mayberry Gospel 
Bible study asks the question: 'What Wo_uld Andy Do?' 
By Kay Campbell 
Huntsville ( Ala.) Times 

Huntsville, Ala.-Say a group of im­
migrants wants to build a mosque 
i~ Mayberry, right next to All Saints 
Church. 

WWAD: What Would Andy Do? 
The question, of course, never sur­

faced in the beloved "Andy Griffith 
Show" that chronicled life in the bu­
colic town of Mayberry, untouched by 
the battles of civil rights and war that 
festered in the 1960s. 

ville, Tenn. It's also when he fell in 
love with Mayberry. 

Those conversations grew into a 
mid-week small-group class he taught 
and still leads from time to time at a 
Huntsville church. 

The class received national atten­
tion and spawned a website, Barney 
Fife.com, where Fann and others 
share idea:s and conversations about 
the show. 

Your Bible Study 
will come alive 

Tucked somewhere into the cool 
green hills of North Carolina, Sher­
iff Andy Taylor mediated minor feuds 
in the largely homogeneous hamlet, 
guided his son, reined in the excit­
able Deputy Barney Fife, and set art 
example for common sense leader­
ship that still inspires today. 

LIFE LESSONS Deputy Sheriff Barney 
Fife (Don Knotts) joins Opie Taylor (Ron 

. Howard) and his dad, Sheriff Andy Taylor 
(Andy Griffith), in an iconic scene from the 
1960s ''Andy Griffith Show." The friendship 
and compassion among characters of the 
beloved sitcom offer enduring lessons for 
Christians, according to a newly reissued 
book by author Joey Fann. (Photo courtesy 

In 1999, an editor from B&H Pub­
lishing in Nashville contacted Fann to 
see i(he'd consider writing a book­
and he said he felt as dumbfounded 
as Gomer would have before a date. 
'Tm a software engineer, not a writ­
er," Fann told the editor. 

Your Worship 
will reach new heights 

Your Love for God 
. will grow and grow 

Joey Fann, a software engineer 
from Huntsville, Ala., who has writ­
ten "The Way Back to Mayberry," 
a popular study guide for small 
groups in churches, wonders what 
the calm lawman Qf Mayberry would 
make of America's current collective 
agitation. 

"What impressed me first about 
the series is the friendships between 
the characters and the compassion 
Andy has for everyone," Fann said. 
"There are a lot of values in that, even 
50-years later." 

• Fann's book has been reissued in 
time for the show's 50th anniversa­
ry. Fans gathered in Mount Airy, N.C, 

. Andy Griffith's real-life hometown, 
for the annual Mayberry Days Sept. 
23-26 where Fann signed copies of 
his book. 

of the Huntsville (Ala.) Times) • 

Fann, at 44, is too young to have 
seen the show until it went into re­
runs. The show lived on long past 
its run from 1960 to 1968, and Fann 
thinks the gentle unfolding of those 
basic values-which he said he also 
finds in his Christian faith-are why. 

"Andy Griffith insisted that each 
show have a moral," Fani:i said. "And 
religion is portrayed · the way it fits 
into the life of people of faith: Just as 
part of everyday affairs and conversa­
tion. It's a secular show, but you know 
these are church-going, God-fearing 
people." . 

Fann began to analyze Barney's an­
tics and Andy's tender shepherding of 
Mayberry while he was a student at 
David Lipscomb University in Nash-

But he picked out 30 of the epi­
sodes that had stuck with him and 
wrote essays on each, much as he 
would start a discussion for one of his 
group meetings at church. Each short 
essay begins with a Bible verse that he 
sees illustrated by the episode. 

The show is reaching a new gener­
ation in his home. Faun's 4-year-old 
daughter, Josey, loves to watch the ep­
isodes with her father. Fann encour­
ages- other families to discover-or re­
discover-the show to learn from the 
time-tested example of a town where 
everything was, in a loving kind of 
way, black and white. 

"Any time you are talking about 
'The Andy Griffith Show,' you are go­
ing to have a good time," Fann said. 
"Being a friend, being compassionate 
to people not like you, taking respon­
sibility, being a good dad- I think 
we all need a little Mayberry in our 
hearts." (RNS) 
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Disgraced coach 
shares story of 
his redemption 

Abilene, Texas-"! 
cheated," Dave Bliss 
told students at Hardin­
Simmons University 
Sept. 28. 

"I allowed the 
competitive world 
of college athletics 
to compromise my . 
moral compass," said 
Bliss, former Baylor 
University men's 
basketball coach who 
was fired in 2002 
because of NCAA 
violations from what he 
called his "dream job." 

"But my story is one 
of encouragement," he 
said. "It gives reason to 
believe." 

In a chapel service at 
the Baptist" university 
in Abilene, Texas, 
Bliss said, "I am the 
headlights flashing 
on the country road, 
warning you of 
something ahead." 

A student of 
legendary coach Bobby 
Knight, Bliss recalled 
that his violations were 
exposed after ·one of his 
basketball players was 
murdered. 

"I cheated on 
something I didn't 
need to cheat on," Bliss 
said. "I was afraid of 
not having enough 
basketball players, so 
I paid for two of my 
players to continue 
going to.school after 
their scholarship 
money ran out." 

Bliss said his 
"darkest moment (was) 
broadcast on ESPN. I 
embarrassed my family 
and the people whom 
I loved around me." At 
the time, "I didn't think 
I would smile again." 

It was then that Bliss 
said he asked God, "Can 
I have a do-over?" and 
realized he had to put 
Jesus on a pedestal. 

"I learned the 
difference between 
being saved and 
surrendering," he 
said. "God can repair 
anything if you give 
Him all the pieces." 

Bliss acknowledged 
it was hard to forgive 
himself but said he 
is comforted that he 
always can accept God's 
forgiveness. 

The former coach 
closed by telling Hardin­
Simmons student that 
"Jesus Christ is our 
safety net. Every day we 
have opportunities to 
increase Christ in us." 
(BP) 

MOUNTAINS TO THE MISSISSIPPI 
COMPILED BY STAFF 

■ EAST BERNSTADT-First Church re­
cently called Norm Brock as pastor. 
He previously was pastor of South 
Fork Church in Hodgenville. 
■ FULTON-First Church recently hon­
ored member Corelle Wade on her 
100th birthday. 
■ HENDERSON-Mike Irby recently re­
signed as minister of youth at Zion 
Church to work with church plants 
in the Cayman Islands. 
■ LEBANON-Woodlawn Church re­
cently called Michael Hockensmith 
as youth minister. Greg Haynes is 
pastor. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Hunsinger Lane 
Church ordained Tom Colwell, Josh 
Frankel, Jerome I:Iom, Gary Milby 
and Kip Selby as deacons Sept. 26. 
Charlie Davis is pastor. 
■ MAYSVILLE---(:alvary Church recent- _ 
ly called Gary Ralls as pastor. 
■ SALYERSVILLE-First Church will 
hold revival services Oct. 10-14, 7 
p.m., with Richard Gaines, pastor 
of Consolidated Church in Lexing­
ton, as evangelist. Matthew.Gullion 
is pastor. 
■ SEBREE-First Church recently or­
dained David Eblen and Ozzie O'Nan 

1.~; Lexington ~ -~ 
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Boone's Creek Church will cele­
brate its 225th anniversary with 
homecoming services Oct. 10. 
Roddie Taylor, pastor of Mount 
Beulah Evangelical Church in 
Point Fortin, Trinidad, with 
-which Boone's Creek has a min­
istry partnership, will serve 
as guest speaker. The reunion 
choir will provide special mu­
sic. Matthew Perry is pastor. 

as deacons. Bob Hardison is pastor. 
• VERSAILLES-Douglas Simpson re­
cently resigned as pastor of Pinck­
ard Church: He served the church 
for 24 years. 
■ WINGO-Wingo Church recent­
ly called Chris Clark as pastor. He 
previously was pastor of Springhills 
Church in Clinton. 

Astronaut shares importa_nce 
of faith with CU community 
By Joan McKinney 
Campbellsville University 

Campbellsville-When the Space 
Shuttle Columbia exploded in 
2003, NASA astronaut Leland Mel­
vin rushed to the home of his 
friend David Brown, who was 
killed in the disaster. . 

He talked with Brown's wheel­
chair-bound father who told Melvin 
he had to carry on his son's legacy 
of flying in space. Melvin has done 
so, but not without obstacles and 
God's help in making it happen. 

"When you see your astronaut 
friends perish, it changes you. It 
makes you resolve to do things dif­
ferently and to make a difference 
in the world," Melvin said in an in­
terview at Campbellsville Universi­
ty last week. 

"My flying in space ·was my 
mission-to be a testimony to the 
world and an assignment from the 
Divine," he said. 

Melvin spent an entire day speak­
ing with faculty, staff, students and 
donors _at Campbellsville. 

Melvin said everyone needs a per­
sonal relationship with Christ, and 
that an individual "can be a person 
of faith and science." 

Melvin is a graduate of the Uni­
versity of Richmond in Virginia 
where he played football. He was 
drafted into the National Football 
League but injuries forced him out 
of the pros. He said he didn't know 
what he wanted to do in life, but a 
friend suggested _he apply to be an 
astronaut. He did and was accepted 
into the program. 

During his training, Melvin was 
in a 5-million-gallon pool of water. A 
Styrofoam pad that is used to clear a 
person's ears was left out_ of his suit, 
causing his right ear to bleed and 
only hear static in his left ear. 

Earlier that week, Melvin had at· 
tended an event honoring his par­
ents and a woman told him some-

Leland Melvin 

thing was going to happen ·to him 
that no one could explain. Three 
days later he was deaf-a condition 
that remained for more than two 
months. 

While he was recuperating from 
surgery to restore his hearing, Mel­
vin had time to minister to others 
and to "be still and be quiet" with 
God and himself. 

Melvin recalled another astro­
naut friend who had an accident 
and was burned across more than 
90 percent of her body. Before she 
died, her husband asked Melvin to 
pray with them. 

"Sometimes• you don't under­
stand what God has for you and 
what you need to do in life," Mel­
vin said, "but God allows opportu­
nities for us ifwe listen." • 

Melvin also described a time dur­
ing one of his two space flights when 
the shuttle docked with the interna­
tional space station, and they "broke 
bread going 17,500 miles per hour." 
He said there were astronauts from 
France, Germany and Russia on the 
flight, and they shared a meal to­
gether. 

"If more people broke bread 
together, we could change civili­
zation," he suggested. "We could 
change the 'isms' in life-such as 
racism, terrorism, etc." 
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@;J§!; CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

October 
7-9 Ministers in Transition, Louisville. 

8-9 A Parent Privilege Conference, 
Gardenside Baptist Church, 
Lexington. 

15-16 Kentucky Baptist Nursing 
Fellowship Retreat, Cedarmore 
Camp & Conference Center, Bagdad. 

20-22 Joshua Project Event, Holiday ·lnn 
University Plaza, Bowling Green. 

21-22 Quarterly Prayer Meeting for 
Spiritual Awakening, Northside 
Baptist Churc~. Mount Vernon . 

23 Disaster Relief Blue Hat Training, 
Baptist Building, Louisville. 

November 
5-6 ENGAGE International Student 

Conference, Cave City Convention 
Center. 

6 Creative Ministries 101 Workshop, 
Central Baptist Church, Corbin. 

12-14 All-State Junior High Choir, 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville. 

13 GA Jam, Calvary Baptist Church, 
Lexington. 

15 _KBC Mission Board Meeting, 
Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Lexington. 

15 Kentucky Baptist Music Conference, 
Versailles Baptist Church. 

15 Kentucky Baptist Pastors' . 
Conference, Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Lexington. 

15 Youth Ministers' Fall Meeting, 
Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Lexington. 

16 KBC Annual Meeting, Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Lexington. 

For more information, call (800) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org 

CLASSIFIED Aos 

To place an advertisement: 
Rates are available upon request. 

Call (502) 489-3428; 
or visit www.WesternRecorder.org. 
Claims made by advertisers are not 

necessarily those of the Western 
• Recorder's staff or directors. 

FOR SALE: Ridgewood Ebony Baby 
Grand recordable piano (wth bench). 
Like new; paid $12,000, asking $8,000. 
(502) 551-1796. 

FOR SALE: Used pews, 12' to 14'. 
$100 each; 2' • to 7': $50 each. Dark 
wood, padded seats (some need repair). 
Call Pete, Frankfort, Ky (502) 223-2959. 

FOR SALE: Beautiful Christian, pa­
triotic and military neckties: $15 val­
ue for $6. Hispanic Christian neckties: 
$7. Humor book: "500 Laughter Doeth 
Good Like a Medicine," $6 (1,200 sold). 
"Annette's Original 200 Italian Reci­
pe Cook Book," $20. No postage. (606) 
285-3051. 

RESOURCES: Do you need a church 
pianist? We have piano CDs for church­
es to sing by. Gospel, hymns, choruses, 
praise, Christmas-hundreds of songs. 
Special church pricing; free demo. Call 
Worship Service Resources, (877) 977-
6800. www.wsrpianocds.com. 

SEEKING: Full-time worship pastor 
for Beacon Hill Baptist Church. We are 
looking for someone called of God who 
can supervise a full church music pro­
gram, including leading weekly wor­
ship for two blended worship services 
on Sunday morning with an average 
attendance of 600, a traditional service 
on Sunday evenings, praise team and 
band, choir, bells, drama, seasonal and 
special worship events. The candidate 
needs a knowledge of the technical as­
pects of a cutting-edge worship service. 
Send resume to: Personnel Commit­
tee, Beacon Hill Baptist Church, 4705 
South Hwy. 27, Somerset, KY 42503. 

SEEKING: Senior pastor to lead a · 
multi-generational historic, down­
town CBF church in Kentucky's cap­
ital city. The church has an average 
Sunday school attendance of 170 and 
an annual budget of $800,000. We are _ 
a very mission-oriented ministry. We 
operate a free medical/del}.tal clinic 
and clothes closet onsite, in addition 
to a satellite mission center in Appa­
lachia, together serving hundreds in 
need each month. We _ practice tra­
ditional worship with a multi-facet­
ed music program and extensive pro-

grams for all age groups. For more in­
formation, visit www.fbcfrankfort.org. 
To apply, send resume with references 
to: Pastor Search Committee, First Bap­
tist Church, 201 St. Clair St., Frankfort, 
KY 40601 by Jan. 15, 2011. 

SEEKING: Liberty Avenue Baptist 
Church is seeking God's man who is 
called to be our youth pastor. The po­
sition will begin as part time and by 
the grace and power of God will grow 
into a full-time position as God grows 
His youth group and church. We have 
been and are praying for you; please 
pray, listen and obey. Send resume: 
Liberty Avenue Baptist Church, 273 
Mt. Vernon Road, Berea, KY 40403; or 
labc@windstream.net. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth pastor for 
Worthville Baptist Church in Worth­
ville, Ky., . located within 60 miles of 
Southern Seminary. Interested can­
didates sfiould submit resumes to 
pastor@worthvillebaptist.org; or mail . 
to Worthville Baptist Church, PO Box 
126, Worthville, KY 41098. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of mu­
sic who will be responsible for plan­
ning weekly worship services and over­
.see the music ministry of the church. 
Contact Pastor Rodney Bice at Bardwell 
Baptist Church at (270) 628-3645; or 
e-mail bbcpastorl@windstream.net. 

SEEKING: Full-time youth minister/ 
pastor assistant for rural church. Some 
experience required. Send resume to 
Mexico Baptist Church, 175 Mexico 
Road, Marion, KY 42064. 

SEEKING: Full-time youth pastor for 
Hickory Grove Baptist Church, a dy­
namic, Christ-centered church located 
in Independence, Ky., serving a weekly 
average attendance of 700 and an ac­
tive and growing youth group. We are 
prayerfully seeking the qualified indi­
vidual God will call to lead and grow 
youth by rooting them in the church 
and community. Our minister will be 
an indiVidual who has an all-consum­
ing love for Christ, a strong knowledge 
of God's word, and the ability and de­
sire to connect with teenagers and 
their families in a way that brings glo­
ry to God. If you feel God may be lead­
ing you in our direction, please prayer­
fully submit a resume, along with an 
optional video of you leading a youth 
group to: Youth Pastor Search Commit­
tee, Hickory Grove Baptist Church, PO 
Box SOS, Independence, KY 41051-; or 
via e-mail to youth@hickorygrove.net 
no later than Nov. 1, 2010. 

• 
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The Pet Show • ' 

By Todd and Michelle Deaton " .., 

Only five dogfish were left in the Sand Dollar Cove Pet Show's 
obstacle race. Three of the dogfish belonged to the Cove Kids. 
Sunny Starfish had brought her orange-and-brown Collie dogfish, 
Coral. Lenny Lobster had entered his favorite brown Beagle, Hoops, 
which had three white rings on its tailfin. But Seamore was very 
proud of his black-and-white spotted Dalmatian dogfish, Prince. 

"Prince will take home the trophy," Seamore told the other Cove 
Kids. "He is the fastest swimmer in the whole bunch." 

The other Cove Kids thought their dogfish were just as quick 
and smart, but they didn't like to brag. 

"You might as well take your dogfish home. There's no way they 
will beat Prince," Seamore gushed. 

"Get your dogfish ready for the obstacle course race," Mayor 
Mahi Mahi, who was a judge for the pet show, announced. 

Coral went first. Sunny watched nervously as Coral jumped 
through the three lifesaving rings and dashed through the two 

• wooden barrels. Then she made her way through a maze of kelp 
that was wrapped around an old sea captain's steering wheel and 
rang the ship's golden bell at the finish line. 

Mayor Mahi Mahi shouted, "Two minutes and three seconds! 
That's very good!" 

Sunny beamed proudly, hugged Coral, and gave her a treat. 
"Prince can beat • 

that time," Seamor~ 
boasted. 

~ 
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OOP.S! I MEANT TO 
R~AD RUTH 1: 16 

INSTEAD OF 
HOSEA 1:2 .. , 

11 

Preacher's Kids David Ayers 

HEY DAD We~ SEU.ING COOKIE DOUGH AT 
'OOt.. FOR A FUNDRAISER AND / TOLO At..t.. MY 
/ENDS IN SUNDAY SCHOOL- Tl-IA T YOU WOUi 

'E TO BUY SOME FROM TI-IEM BE, 

Bible Crosswords 
Across 

'UL.IKE Ci 

1 Division of opposing parties 
5 "_ thy way unto the Lord" 

(Psalms 37:5) 
8 Exclamation 
9 Small amount 
10 " __ my Father's house are 

many mansions" (John 14:2) 
11 "Jesus saith unto them, Come 

and_" (John 21 :12) 
12 Nativity set 
15 Indianapolis's state, abbr. 
16Where Goliath was from 

~ 

~ 
a 

~ 
~ 

"Maybe," Sunny 
replied, a little 
annoyed. 

Lenny's beagle 
dogfish was next. 

(2 Samuel 21 :22) 
-, 1 17 Social equal 

"Go, ~oy, go!" Lenny l ·~--···_'. -~~ - • • • ...... ..,,, ...... -- •-~-
exclaimed as Hoops ! fJ;, . .·. • 

i:5.,.n .-,~ - • 
jumped through the • .: • • -
rings. Hoops did great until he got tangled up in the kelp maze. 

"Come on, Hoops. You can do it!" Lenny cheered. When Hoops 
rang the bell, Mayor Mahi Mahi yelled, "Two minutes, 45 seconds." 

"That's OK, Hoops," Lenny said as he gave his dogfish a big treat. 
"Tough luck, Lenny," Seamore said. "Now watch how· a real 

dogfish handles this course." 
Lenny rolled his eyes. "Sure, Seamore," he said. 
"Show 'em what you can do, champ," Seamore urged Prince. 
Prince darted toward the rings, but just before he reached the 

first one, he sat down and started scratching. He _wouldn't budge. 
"Let's go, Prince!" Seamore panicked. "I don't understand. He's 

practiced this course 100 times," Seamore said. 
"Maybe he's bored with it," Lenny laughed. 
Seamore slumped into the sand, watching the second hand on 

the clock ticking. Disappointed and embarrassed, he looked as 
though he would cry. 

"I have to do something," Sunny thought. 
"Here, boy!" Sunny called, picking up a dogfish treat and 

throwing it toward the last ring. Prince leaped through the rings to 
get the treat. She threw another treat toward the last barrel, and 
Prince darted through. Then, she placed one at the finish line. 

"Four minutes and 16 seconds," Mayor Mahi Mahi announced 

Treasure 
Hunt 

What was Seamore Seahorse 
bragging about? 

What happened when it was 
Prince's turn to race? 

How did Sunny and Lenny show 
undeserved kindness to Seamore? 

Read 1 Peter 3: 8-9 together. 

when Prince finally crossed 
the finish line. 

Without looking up, 
Seamore said softly, "Thanks, 
Sunny, for helping Prince -
especially after the way I 
acted." 

"That's OK," Sunny replied. 
"Prince is a good dogfish. He's 
just having a bad day." 

Lenny put his claw on 
Seamore's shoulder. "Let's go 
ge! some coconut milkshakes." 

19 Overdose, abbr. 
20 New Testament book that 

follows Galatians, abbr. 
21 Isaiah's father (Isaiah 1 :1) 
23 Exclamation of satisfaction 
25 Sound used to attract attention 
27 Rachel's handmaid given to 

Jacob to bear a son 
(Genesis 30:3) 

29 " __ is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him" 
(Hebrews 11 :6) 

30 " __ ye therefore, and teach 
all nations" (Matthew 28:19) 

31 Lower limb 
33 Legendary bird of prey 
36 Line, abbr. 
37 Time past 
38 Office of Technology 

Assessment 
39 Cow's noise . 
40 Dover's state, abbr. 

Last week's solution 

© 1999 Barbour Publishing 

41 'Thy word have I _ _ in mine 
heart" (Psalms 119:11) 

43 "There shall in no wise enter 
into it any thing that defileth, 
neither whatsoever worketh 
_" (Revelation 21 :27) 

47 "Why beholdest thou the __ 
that is in thy brother's eye?" 
(Luke 6:41) 

49 Where Job lived (Job 1 :1) 
50 High ranking Turkish official 
51 "He planteth an-~• and the 

rain doth nourish it" (Isaiah 
44:14) 

52 Man who died after he had 
deceived the apostles 
(Acts 5:1-5) 

Down 
1 Father of Israelite spy 

(Numbers 13:10) 
2 Lower part of the face 
3 Yes, Sp.' 
4 Land that lies ten miles east of 

Beer-sheba (Nehemiah 11 :26) 
5 Hidden store 
6 The Philistines put five golden 

_ in the Ark of the Covenant 
as a trepass offering when 
they returned it (1 Samuel 6:4) 

7 To stick, adhere 
13 Hebrew unit of measure 

(Exodus 16:36) 
14 More, suffix 
16 Leave 
18 Steal 
21 Solomon planted these trees in 

terraces up to the temple 
(2 Chronicles 9:11) 

22 City of David 
(2 Chronicles 5:2) 

24 Circle of light . 
26 Herod's wife and sister-in-law 

(Luke 3:19) 
28 Not him 
32 Elisha's servant (2 Kings 4:12) 
34 Begins with Genesis and ends 

with Malachi, abbr. 
35 Pertaining to the body 
36 Unwilling 
37 Arab country 
40 "My meat is to _ the will of 

him that sent me" (John 4:34) 
42 Pronoun for a thing 
44 "_ still , and know that I am 

God" (Psalms 46:10) 
45 Joshua's father (Joshua 1 :1) 
46 King of Bashan (1 Kings 4:19) 
47 Mother • 
48 Old style, abbr. 
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OUR PROPERTIES ARE THE PERFECT PLACE 
" . .. ;, 

1 ... FOR YOUR: NEXT-RETREAT OR CONFERENCE 
1 , .. •- ': M ~ ~I • , I l 
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PLACES. TO SLEEP. · 
Our· lodg~s, ··, cabins ot motel-style . . 

' ' 

housing provide1 optiorJS for gettirJg 
rest" and relaxation. • 

. PLACES TO MEET. 
Our small' and l'arge group spaces 

,.. • ~- :if . 

" Ci • can . accommodate • groups . of any 
• size . 

i PLACES TO EAT . .. •. . 
• 

No -nee·d to worry.· abouf what you'll 
- . ' . . 

eat. -Our ·staff will take care· of break~ 
fast~ ·lunch and ·di.nrier. , • 


