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Lexington-The day is colder than expected, so 
Mike and Jerry McLennan have to wear their big 
coats when they take Tina and Ruff for a run. 

"Let's go!" Mike shouts. 
Mike's wik Jerry, and the grooms brush, bri­

dle and saddle the two steeds for the morning 
warm-up in the 40 degree weather. They'll take 
the two out then saddle up four later in the day. 

"Come on, Jerry!" Mike smiles, shouting to his 
wife who's left the stable for a toboggan cap. 

The Texas couple were one of a handful of 
Christian competitors at the World Equestrian 
Games, and they're one of a smaller group of 
Southern Baptist athletes. 

In minutes the two horses are attached to 
a carriage and pulling the McLennans behind 
them guided gingerly by Mike. The grooms trail 
them in a golf cart to the practice field a mile or 
more away. 

"This isn't just a lot offuii, it's also a good op­
portunity to be a Christian influence," Mike said. 

The couple has entered a number of Carriage 
Driving competitions, including the 2005 World 
Pairs Championship in Salzburg, Austria, and 
the 2006 World Equestrian Games in Aachen, 
Germany. 

fl Religious talk leads to little change, Barna survey reveals ... 
§I ' Ventura, Calif.-A surge in commu-
:,, nications technology in the past de­
i.i" cade has expanded religious dia­
~ logue, but the discussions have led 
c. to little change in people's lives, the 
~ Barna Group found in a recent sur­
< 
~ vey. 
c- When asked, "Has anything relat-
~ ed to your religious beliefs, practic-
~ es or preferences changed in the past 
al five years?" only 7 percent of respon-
~ dents could think of anything that 
~ had changed. 
~ The types.of people most likely to 
µ. have changed included 13 percent of 
~ • young adults, 12 percent of indepen-

dent voters and 11 percent of adults 

who· describe themselves as "mostly 
liberal" on social and political mat­
ters, Barria said in a report released 
Sept. 27. 

Those least likely to have changed 
included people age 65 and over, reg­
istered Republicans and social · con­
servatives. 

Churches and change 
George Barna said the ·survey re­

sults raise questions about the im­
pact of church-related activities, 
such as whether "the courses of ac­
tion currently pursued are capable 
of facilitating and reinforcing signif­
icant change." 

Barna added that the results are 
consistent with a pattern he has 
seen over . the years indicating that 
most of the religious beliefs, behav­
iors and expectations that define a 
person's life have been developed 
and embraced by the age of 13. 

Given the fact that only 7 percent 
of respondents could think of any 
change in their religious lives, Barna 
suggested that religious leaders may 
not be "provoking people to think 
deeply and practically about the ma­
jor issues of life and culture from a 
religious perspective." 

The data reflected relatively ge­
neric shifts that had occurred in 

~ -- -

liv:es without much ·evidence • of a 
deeper level of intellectual or spir­
itual struggle taking place, Barna 
said. 

"Because the survey revealed that 
more than two-thirds of adults say 
their religious faith is very impor­
tant in their life, and a large major­
ity regularly talks to others about 
matters of faith, the nature of their 
religion-focused reflection and dis­
cussions may not be as substantive 
or thoughtful as some observers 
might imagine," Barna said. "People 
do not appear to be turning to reli­
gion as often as assumed for answers 
to troubling questions." (BP) 

--- - - -
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Nove1nber 16 KBC Annual Meeting Lexington 

Kentucky Baptists to decide on task force report, elect new president 
Lexington-Kentucky Baptists will con­

sider making major changes in how they 
allocate funds for missions and ministries 
across the commonwealth, nation and 
world when messengers to the 2010 annu­
al meeting of the Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion gather in Lexington Nov. 16. 

"Connecting Generations in Christ" is 
the theme of this year's meeting held at 
Immanuel Baptist Church. 

Messengers also will elect a new pres­
ident in the first contested election since 
2006, vote on constitution and bylaw 
changes proposed at last year's meeting; 
and hear reports on all aspects of Kentucky 
Baptist work. 

KBC President Don Mathis, staff evange­
list at Eastwood Baptist Church in Bowling 
Green, will deliver the president's address 
on Tuesday morning. Dan Summerlin, 
pastor of Lone Oak First Baptist Church of 
Paducah, will preach the annual conven­
tion sermon that afternoon. 

Caz Mccaslin, president and founder of 
Upward Sports, will speak to messengers 
on Tuesday evening. Upward helps church­
es use sports recreation programs in basket­
ball, soccer, flag football and cheerleading 
to reach children and families for Christ. 

Other business of the 173rd annual 
meeting will include setting a new Cooper­
ative Program budget goal and the presen­
tation of the annual Distinguished CP Lead­
ership Award. • 

Great Commission vote 
.. The Kentucky Great Commission Task 

Force report is sche9-uled to be presented at 
10:05 a.m. on Tuesday by the panel's chair­
man Hershael York, pastor ofBuck Run Bap­
tist Church in Frankfort. The task force was 
appointed at last year's meeting and asked 
to study "how Kentucky Baptists can work 
more faithfully and effectively together in 
serving Christ through the Great Commis­
sion." 

The task force released its report in Au­
gust with • four recommendations. If. ap­
proved, Kentucky Baptists will move to an 
even distribution of Cooperative Program 
receipts with the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion and set an ambitious goal of increasing 

!Pal l•ta1kt1] 11 

state churches' missions giving. 
The report's first recommendation is 

for the convention to launch a three-year 
spiritual emphasis to be called "More for 
Christ." 

KBC Executive Director Bill Mackey will 
address the convention Tuesday morning. 
Mackey is expected to highlight Kentucl<y 
Baptists ' success through the Find It Here 
evangelistic emphasis to share the gospel 

)· 

The report also rec­
ommends changing the 
Cooperative Program al­
locations between KBC 
and SBC causes to an 
even 50 percent split by 
2017 with the bulk of 
the ~hift occurring in 
2011. Currently, 62-per­
cent o,f CP receipts are 
shared by various KBC 
organizations and 38 
percent is forwarded to 
the SBC. 

Connecting 
Generations ""· 

message with more than 
1.3 million Kentucky 
households this year. He 
also will encourage par­
ticipation in the 2011 
Find It Here follow-up 
in which Kentucky Bap­
tists will distribute scrip­
ture portions in prisons, 
nursing homes, assisted­
living facilities and col­
lege campuses. Partic­
ipating Kentucky Bap-

1n Chr1s·r 

~Ill - tists also will pray and 
fast for three friends The percentage split 

would be calculated ·after 4 percent in 
shared administrative expenses between 
the conventions is removed from the to­
tal. Shared expenses are those expendi­
tures made by the state convention on be­
halfof the SBC. 

Additionally, the report calls for in­
creased giving by churches and individuals 
to the Cooperative Program _to achieve an 
overall increase in receipts of 3 percent per 
year for the next seven years. Achieving this 
goal would require churches on average to 
increase the percentage of undesignated 
giving that they contribute through the Co­
operative Program by approximately 0.25 
percent for each of the next seven years. 

The final recommendation allows the 
task force to stay in place for the duration 
of the seven-year plan in order to monitor 
progress and report annually to Kentucky 
Baptists. 

Bylaw changes & Find It Here 
Convention messengers will hear at 

9 a.m. on Tuesday morning a report from · 
the Constitution and Bylaws Committee. 
The committee will bring two recommen­
dations that would reduce the size of the 
Mission Board, the representative body that 
acts on behalf of the convention between 
annual meetings, from 170 members to ap­
proximately 120 over several years. 

who do not know Christ and take them a 
copy of the scripture portion. 

Officer elections 
Convention officers will be elected dur­

ing the Tuesday morning and afternoon 
sessions. The president's election is slated 
for 2:40 p.m. with the election of first vice 
president taking place at 4:05 p.m. and sec­
ond vice president at 4:45 p.m. The conven­
tion secretary and assistant secretary will 
be elected at 9:15 a.m. 

The announced candidates for president 
are Butch Tanner, pastor of Red House Bap­
tist Church in Richmond, and Floyd Paris, 
pastor of Unity Baptist Church in Ashland. 
Paris will be nominated by Paur Badgett, 
pastor of _First Baptist Church of Pikeville. 
Tanner will be nominated by Butch Pen­
nington, pastor of Kirksville Baptist Church 
in Richmond. 

Summerlin, pastor of Lone Oak First 
Baptist Church of Paducah, is the only an­
nounced candidate for the first vice pres­
ident post. He will be nominated by Toin 
James, pastor of Eastwood Baptist Church 
in Bowling Green. 

Two directors of missions will be nom­
inated for KBC second vice president. Jim 
Clontz, DOM for South District Association, 
and Greg Nimmo, DOM for Crittenden As­
sociation, are the announced candidates. 

Clontz will be nominated by Choe Sergent, 
a pastoral intern at First Baptist Church of 
Junction City, while Nimmo will be nomi­
nated by T.J. Francis, paster of First Baptist 
Church of Walton. 

Special music 
Music is expected to be a highlight of the 

meeting with No Other Name, a contempo­
rary Christian music trio from Nashville 
with a distinct missions emphasis, leading 
worship times throughout the meeting. 
Messengers also will hear from the Univer­
sity of the Cumberlands Chorale, the KBC 
Men's and Women's chorales and soloist Bo 
Warren. 

A special Eastwood and President'~ 
Choir will feature singers from Eastwood 
Baptist Church and other congregations 
served by KBC President Mathis. 

Pastors' Conference 
The Kentucky Baptist Pastors' Confer­

ence precedes the KBC annual meeting 
at Immanuel Baptist Church Nov. 15. Ses­
sions are scheduled for the afternoon and 
evening. 

Guest speakers include Frank Page, the 
recently installed president of the SBC Ex­
ecutive Committee, Johnny Hunt, immedi­
ate past SBC president and pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Woodstock, Ga.;and Dan­
iel Akin, president of Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C. 

Child care 
The KBC's preschool and children's de­

partment will coordinate care for pre­
schoolers and children, ages 6 weeks tc 
fifth grade, during sessions of the annual 
meeting and the preceding Kentucky Bap­
tist Pastors' Conference. There is no charge 
for the child care but space is limited and 
advanced registration is required. To regis­
ter, parents should call (866) 489-3575. Par­
ents are required to pick up their children 
during meal times. 

The KBC regrets that it will be unable to 
provide care for special-needs children. 

For more information on the KBC annu­
al meeting and Pastors' Conference, visit 
www.KyBaptist.org/AnnualMeeting. 

Training for prospective KBC .disaster relief 
volunteers is Oct. 23 at Southern Seminary 

Louisville-Kentucky Baptists interested in be­
coming part of the nation's third-largest disas­
ter relief organization are invited to attend a 
training event Oct. 23 at Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Louisville. 

The four-bour session, coordinated by the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention, provides prospec­
tive volunteers an introduction to Southern Bap­
tist Disaster Relief, a network of about 95,000 
volunteers across the country that respond to 
natural and man-made disasters through an 
array of services. 

of Homeland Security, Federal Emergency Man­
agemeI).t Agency and the North American Mis­
sion Board determined that recertifying all vol­
unteers every three years, including a back­
ground check, is necessary to maintain high 
standards of service. In Kentucky, current volun­
teers have until the end of 2011 to attend train­
ing in order to continue to serve. 

The Oct. 23 session begins at 8:30 a.m. in 
room 303 of Southern Seminary's Legacy Cen­
ter. The cost is $40 and includes training materi­
als, a photo identification badge and a cap. 

Ryan Warren addresses University of the Cumber/ands students during the school's 
Fall Awakening last month. Warren, a young, Texas-based evangelist who speaks pri­
marily to college and high school students, was the preacher for the Williamsburg 
school's annual event. Praise ·and worship times were led by contemporary Christian 
music artist Sarah Kelly. Two students made salvation decisions during the Fall Awak­
ening, which was sponsored by the school's Baptist Campus Ministries group. "God 
spoke in a clear, fresh way," said junior Jill Tanner. "The way the message was pre­
sented was so simple. We try to make it hard; but really, it's so simple just to read and 
to walk with Him." (Photo courtesy of the University of the Cumber/ands) 

Through Kentucky Baptist disaster relief, 
thousands of individuals in the commonwealth 
have been trained to provide hot meals, remove 
storm debris and mud from flooded homes, and 
offer many other services to people affected by 
disasters. Volunteers have responded to crises 
across the country and around the world. 

To better serve people in need, current South­
ern Baptist disaster relief volunteers are being 
asked to complete a recertification process. · 
According to KBC Disaster Relief Associate Coy 
Webb, the American Red Cross, U.S. Department 

Online registration is available at 
www.KyBaptist.org. For additional details, con­
tact the KBC's Baptist Men on Mission by e-mail 
at DR@KyBaptist.org, or call (502) 489-3527, or 
toll free in Kentucky at (866) 489-3527. 

Another Phase 1 training session is planned 
for Jan. 22, 2011 at First Baptist Church of Arling­
ton. Also offered that day will be a Phase 2 ses­
sion for recertification and instruction in oth­
er areas of service. Training opportunities also 
are set for Feb. 4-5 in Elizabethtown, March 12 in 
May's Lick, and April 9 in Somerset. 



~~BAPTISTS 
'Considerable 
change' coming 
to NAMB, Ezell 
tells board staff 

Alpharetta, Ga.-Telling North Amer­
ican Mission Board staff "consider-· 
able change" is coming, President Kev­
in Ezell shared a retirement incentive 
with employees that will be the begin­
ning of an overall 
reduction in force 
in the months 
ahead . Details· 
of the incentives 
were shared at a 
meeting Sept. 30. 

"There are a 
lot of changes 
and some things ~ 
~ ' 

' 

' 

coming down the Kevin Ezell 
road. I don't know 
what all of those are," Ezell told the 
NAMB staff at the mission board's of­
fices in Alpharetta, Ga. "Knowing that 
there are changes coming and not 
knowing who exactly that would in­
volve, we wanted to offer an incentive . 
to those who might already be think­
ing about retirement." • 

Ezell said it was important to an­
nounce the incentive at this tiine in 
order to coincide with a significant 
change GuideStone Financial Resourc­
es has announced in its annuity fund­
ing rate beginning Jan. 1, 2011. Guide­
Stone is reducing the floor funding for 
its lifetime annuity payments from the 
current 6 percent to prevailing indus­
try rates. 

Ezell described the incentive as "the 
first phase" in what will be a series of 
staff changes coming to NAMB. 

"Is this it? No," he said. "We don't 
know the extent as to what will hap­
pen, but we do know that this will be 
the first phase. That's why we want you 
to at least look and see." 

Under the plan, staff who are age 
55 and older will be credited addition­
al years of service in order to qualify for 
health insurance benefits. Additional­
ly, a retirement incentive bonus will be 
paid, based on years of service. 

• "To be sure, we are being.very clear­
this is the very best incentive we could 
come up with," Ezell said. "It's the best 
option that will be available." 

Ezell compared the changes coming 
to NAMB to a company that had been 
making washing machines and now 
will be making cars. 

"There is going to be considerable 
change," he said. "A lot of the changes 
will not be directed to competency of 
people because we are going to be do­
ing some things so drastically differ­
ent. What does that look like specifical­
ly? I don't know yet. But we are work­
ing on that as fast as we can." 

Currently, 258 people serve on 
NAMB's staff in Alpharetta. An addi­
tional 34 direct-paid missionaries who 
serve throughout North America are 
among those eligible for the incentive. 
Those taking advantage of the plan 
will need to retire by Dec. 31, 2010. 

Ezell, the former pastor of High­
view Baptist Church in Louisville, was 
elected president ofNAMB Sept. 15. He 
succeeds former president Geoff Ham­
mond, who resigned under pressure 
in August 2009 after leading the mis­
sion board for a little more than two 
years. (BP) 
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'Covenant of tru·st' within SBC is Page's goal _ 
By Erin Roach 

Nashville, Tenn.-On his first day in the 
office as president of the Executive Com­
mittee, Frank Page emphasized a desire 
to build relationships and establish a cove­
nant of trust among Southern Baptists. 

"I know these are days of transition 
and days of challenge for Southern Bap­
tists in many different settings and many 
different ways. I'm well aware of that and 
more aware every day," Page said Oct. 4. 
"We need to have a renewed trust in our 
Lord and His precious ability to pull things 
together." 

Page led the Executive Committee staff 
in its regular Monday morning devotional, 
during which he said his challenge to him­
self and to the EC staff is that they would 
seek the heart of God, "seek His direction, 
and in so doing seek to be more like Him 
in our actions, in our reactions, in our in­
teractions; that we would be more like our 
Lord and have His heart as our heart." 

Afterwards, Page said he would be en­
couraging staff members to tell about re­
cent experiences of sharing Jesus with oth­
er people. • 

Calling his predecessor, Morris Chap­
man, a soul winner, Page said, "Just know 
that I expect all of us to share Christ. You 
know what I'm talking about- in our nor­
mal traffic patterns oflife. 

"I will assure you that I'm not going to 

CHALLENGE During his first remarks to the staff 
as pre$ident of the Southern Baptist Convention 
Executive Committee, Frank Page said his chal­
lenge for himself and for the staff is that they 
would seek God's heart in all they do. (Photo by 
Tyler Malone) 

ask you to do something that I do not al­
ready do and regularly do," he said. "In 
fact, I've been able to share Christ several 
times, probably more than a dozen times 
in the last week." 

Page also described his first steps as a 
new entity leader in the context of build­
ing trust. 

"I am trying to build relationships 
and trying to establish a covenant 
of trust to say, 'Our old ship is in 
trouble. But with relationships 

and the power of the Lord, we can 
turn it around.' Without 

relationships; we're sunk." 
SBC Executive Committee President 

Frank Page 

"One of the things that I'm working 
hard on is building relationships," he not-

. ed. "That's why I'm going to be gone a good 
bit this fall. It is my intent, for example, to 
go and meet with every state exec within 
the first year. By the end of this year I will 
have visited 17 or 18 of them. I've visited 
half of that number already." 

Page said he also had visited with half 
of the seminary presidents and half of the 

other entity heads within the SBC. 
"I am in contact every day with at least 

one if not two or three or four pastors," he 
added, "trying to build relationships with 
pastors and churches. I'll be out in as many 
churches as I can get to," he said. 

Speaking to the multitude of opinions 
about the direction of the SBC, Page said, 
"I am trying to build relationships and try­
ing to establish a covenant of trust to say, 
'Our old ship is in trouble. But with rela­
tionships and the power of the Lord, we 
can turn it around.' • 

"Without relationships, we're sunk," he 
suggested. 

As he works to build a covenant of trust 
throughout the ·convention, Page said he 
also desires 'to build personal trust with 
the Executive Committee staff. 

"I want there to be openness. I want 
there to be a trust level. I want there to be a 
collegiality- professional, yes, but one that 
reflects we're in this together. We're broth­
ers and sisters first and foremost," he said. 

"I've been trying to share that with en­
tity heads, with pastors, with EC members. 
This is the way it's going to be. I want us 
to build a covenant of trust in our conven­
tion." 

Page officially assumed the role of Exec­
utive Committee president Oct. 1, succeed­
ing Chapman, who served in the position 
for 18 years. (BP) 

SBC ends '09-'10 fiscal year behind 
budget, CP, designated gifts down 

Nashville, Tenn.-The Southern Baptist 
Convention finished its 2009-10 fiscal 
year 6.18 percent below budget, while Co­
operative Program receipts for the year 
were down 4.03 percent, and combined 
CP and designated giving for the year was 
down 2.52 percent, according to SBC Ex­
ecutive Committee President Frank Page. 

Page, in a statement to Baptist Press, 
nevertheless noted that "much great 
work is occurring even in difficult cir­
cumstances" through cooperative out­
reach by Southern Baptists in their com­
munities and around the world. 

More than $191.7 million in CP gifts 
was received by the convention during 
the fiscal year from Oct. 1, 2009, through 
Sept. 30, 201o-down by $8 million (4.03 
percent) from the previous year's total. 

In 2009-10, an additional $191 million­
plus in designated gifts brought the fis­
cal year's overall giving for)lational and 
international missions and ministries to 

more than $383 million, or 2.52 per.cent 
below the previous year's figure. 

For the SBC Cooperative Program Al­
location Budget, the year-end total of 
$191,763,152.87 was $12,622,439.76 (6.18 
percent) below the $204,385,592.63 bud­
geted to support Southern Baptist minis­
tries globally and across North America. 

The Cooperative Program is Southern 
Baptists' method of supporting missions 
and ministry efforts of state conventions 
and the SBC. 

The total includes receipts from indi­
viduals, churches, state conventions and 
fellowships for distribution according to 
the 2009-10 Cooperative Program Alloca­
tion Budget. 

Designated contributions include the 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for Inter­
national Missions, the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering for North American Mis­
sions, Southern Baptist World Hunger 
Fund and other special gifts . (BP) 

Baptist historians group affirms individual conscience 
By Bob Allen 

Atlanta-A group of Baptist historians 
that meets annually to read and discuss 
early Baptist writings endorsed a statement 
late last month affirming the role of indi­
vidual conscience in Baptist life. 

Fourteen members of the "Baptist Clas­
sics Seminar" group cited "broad and re­
curring themes" found in original Baptist 
sources written between 1610 and today. 

Those affirmations include, according 
to a document released by the group: "be­
liever's baptism, pers·onal 'heart' experi­
ence of God, the priesthood of all believers, 
personal and communal devotion to God, a 
commitment to the church as the body of 
Christ, the autonomy of each local church, 
congregational polity, the regular practice 
of ordinances (baptism/Lord's Supper), vol­
untary cooperation among cl\urches and 
strong voices for religious liberty and the 

separation of church and state." 
"We believe these themes are still rel­

evant and should continue to inform our 
Baptist heritage and witness," the state­
ment said. 

Bruce Gourley, executive director of the 
Baptist History and Heritage Society, said 
in a background statement compiled in 
consultation with three other members 
that the group frequently shares its find­
ings with the larger Baptist community 
through classrooms, preaching and teach­
ing in local churches, publications and oth­
er venues. 

Gourley said his group's statement is "a 
reminder to the Baptist world that we as 
Baptists of the 21st century share a distinct 
identity that arises from common and still 
relevant historical themes in our four cen­
turies of existence." 

The statement said this year's study of 

selections from 17th-f:entury English Bap­
tist writings particularly affirmed "the role 
of individual conscience, especially when 
voluntary faith was threatened with coer­
cion qr compulsion." 

The foundation for all the Baptist prin­
ciples they enumerated, the scholars said, 
was "the belief that the Bible alone, neither 
creeds nor tradition, is the authority for re-
ligious faith and practice." • 

"In ~mr tradition we find both the per­
sonal and communal elements of biblical 
faith; we find a believer's church that pre­
serves a place for unfettered individual con-
science," the scholars noted. • 

The historians renewed their commit­
ment to "the vibrant Baptist witness of 
freedom that is responsive to the author­
itative Scriptures and under the lordship 
of Christ" and to "the relevance of Baptist 
identity for the 21st century." (ABP) 



4 INION 
The power of cooperative giving 

I recently had the privilege of being with Northside 
Baptist Church of Science Hill in Pulaski County to share 
about , the Cooperative Program during Sunday school 

Partners in 
the Mission 

time and to preach during worship. 
I had previously met the pastor, Pat­

rick Bratcher, during the "Welcome to 
Kentucky" event for new ministers and 
their spouses. A native of Kentucky, he 
had served as a pastor in Virginia dur­
ing his studies at Clear Creek Baptist Bi: 
ble College. Clear Creek graduates are 
known for their strong support of mis­
sions through the Cooperative Program. 

His wife, Jessica, is also a graduate of 
Clear Creek. They have two lovely daugh-

By Bill Mackey ters and a handsome son. . 
For a number of years, Northside Bap­

tist Church had a strong record of giving to missions 
through the Cooperative Program, but its missions giving 
had declined during a period of loss in attendance. The 
church has since experienced recovery and growth during 
the last several years, but it had not adjusted its support of 
missions. Brother Patrick discovered that many new mem­
bers did not know about the Cooperative Program or did 
not lmow the purpose of this dynamic method of funding 
missions and ministries. 

Since arriving in January of this year, Patrick has been 
intentional about educating the congregation about the 
Cooperative Program and has led the church to increase 
its CP giving from $1,200 to $12,000. The church is also 
considering an additional increase. 

On tne Sunday I was there, Brother Patrick asked me 
to share about how the Cooperative Program works and 
the results that are achieved through cooperative giving. 
Basing my sermon on Acts 1:6-8, I shared a biblical mes­
sage showing how the local church, association, state con­
vention and the Southern Baptist Convention all relate to 
Acts 1:s: 

After providing the framework of how the local church 
and association relate to Jerusalem, the state convention 
to Judea, North America to Samaria, and international 
missions to the uttermost parts of the earth, I shared the 
purpose and summary of missions and ministry results in 
each area. A handout contained the biblical outline and 
facts on the front and back of one page so participants 
could focus their prayers and be reminded of the impact 
locally, beyond their church and around the world. 

Northside has given a cumulative total of $352,441 to 
missions through the Cooperative Program since 1951. 
God has blessed the church financially and the congrega­
tion wants to be a blessing to others locally and around 
the world through more sacrificial missions support 
through the Cooperative Program. I am grateful for this 
vision and pray that others will catch this same vision for 
Acts 1:8 missions. 

Bill Mackey is executive director of the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 
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Stars, roses, races, golf ... and spiritual formation? 

Several weeks ago, a reader wrote to me inquir­
ing about my position on spiritual formation. 
The letter intrigued me since I have sat under 

can grow into an intricate bloom with dozens upon 
dozens of exquisite petals. Yet, rose bushes require 
diligent care, protection from insects and prevention 

professors at two seminaries as they 
taught spiritual formation and I 
soon wi}l lead a class at a Baptist uni­
versity. A contemporary, evangelical 
expression of practicing spiritual 
disciplines views them not as means 
of earning grace, but as tools to aid 
believers in being more intentional 

-Aner 
Thought 

of diseases, such as black spot. They 
need frequent fertilizing and prun­
ing for bountiful blossoms. A tradi­
tional symbol ofromantic love, roses 
are a reminder of how God tends to 
the intimate details of our lives, and 
that He wants to nurture and pro­

about growing as disciples. 
In a study of Ephesians, David 

Jeremiah tells a story about a struggling sheep farm­
er who during the Great Depression gave consent to 
drill on his property. An oil company hit a large oil re­
serve and soon was pumping more than 80,000 bar­
rels a day. The family became millionaires overnight. 
Jeremiah asks, "Before the oil was discovered ... , did 
he own the mineral rights to it? That is, was he a mil­
lionaire all the time he struggled to eke out a living 
as a sheep rancher?" He insightfully observes, "Many 
Christians today are ... completely unaware of the fab­
ulous wealth that is theirs." Asserting that God didn't 
intend for us to be "spiritual paupers," he encourag­
es believers: "The riches are there, and it is up to us to 
mine them and claim them by faith." 

One way believers can mine these riches is through 
spiritual practices such as meditation, prayer, fasting, 
Bible study, simplicity, solitude, worship and service. 
Richard Foster explains, "The disciplines allow us to 
place ourselves before God so that He. can transform 
us." Allow me to use some personal hobbies and inter­
ests to illustrate the importance of spiritual practices: 

Astronomy-I enjoy viewing Jupiter, Saturn, Ve­
nus and the moon through a telescope on my deck. 
We have no way yet to traverse the vast expanses to 
explore other galaxies, many of which barely can be 
seen through our most powerful telescopes. I recently • 
read an article in Sky and Telescope magazine about 
a new NASA plane with an observatory that will allow 
astronomers to see much farther into space. Stars are­
a reminder of the marvelous and mysterious power.of 
God, whose thoughts are far above our own. And yet, 
God has revealed Himself to us through His Son and 
by studying His Word. 

Roses- I love tending a rose garden. A delicate bud 

By Todd Deaton tect us from destructive forces of sin. 
Prayer and solitude allow us to share 
in and yield our lives to His will. 

Racing- A NASCAR race is a journey filled with 
sudden bumps and turns, flat tires, unscheduled pit 
stops, blown engines and wrecks. Life has disappoint­
ments and heartaches, too. It also has a checkered flag 
and a victory lane. Just as a good driver doesn't get dis­
tracted, we must keep our eyes focused on our heaven­
ly prize. But racing is also a team sport. A capable pit 
crew serves each driver-refueling, changing tires, fix­
ing dented fenders and cleaning windshields. Racing 
is a reminder to keep our focus on God's greater pur­
pose for our lives and, all the while, willingly serve 
others in Jesus' name. 

Golf- I have played golf since I was on a high school 
team, though you couldn't tell it today. Mastering the 
game requires discipline. No matter how often I play­
which isn't as often as I'd like-I am never quite able 
to consistently score pars (or even bogeys, for that 
matter). Yet, the objective is fixed: shoot for the flag- . 
stick until you reach the hole, avoiding traps and.haz­
ards along the way. Golf is a reminder of our human 
shortcomings, and our need to rely on the Holy Spir­
it's guidance. Simplicity and fasting serve to put us 
back on course, steering us away from the hazards of 
materialism that so often clutter our lives. 

In short, spiritual formation is engaging in an in­
tentional process- always dependant upon the trans­
forming power of the Holy Spirit-to become "just like 
Jesus," as Max Lucado describes it. It is only accom­
plished by "remaining in Him," as Jesus instructs us 
Gohn 15:5). In doing so, our lives will bear much fruit, 
for blessed is the one who delights in God's word: 
"He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which 
yields fruit in season and whose leaf does not with­
er" (Psalm 1:3). 

'Get to know us' ry and stereotyping. es to go back to the old way of sup­
porting missions. The person with 
the greatest sob story, or the best · 
persopality, is the person who gets 
the most money. 

In response to recent letters chas­
tising Highland Baptist Church for 
the Honoring Sacred Texts event 
on Sept. 11, I had to wonder, do 
they know my church? As a mem­

• Finally, we held this event as part 
of our Christian witness. Many who 
attended had never entered a church 
and would perhaps never do so. We 
at HBC believe that standing for re­
ligious liberty is a strategic witness 

in light of all the religious 
intolerance running ram­
pant in our world. 

ber, I read that we exhib­
ited "no discernment" and 
that "honoring" is unac­
ceptable. 

We offered our space 
for three rea~ons. First, 
in response to the an­
nounced burning of the -

Before you accuse a 
KBC congregation of her­
esy and idolatry, get to 
lmow us first. 

Roy Fuller 
Louisville Quran by a church in Gainesville, 

Fla., we felt called to offer a differ­
ent message. We decided that as 
members of the majority. religion, 
we should show . that burning sa­
cred texts is not something that all 
Christians advocate. 

A second reason was to provide 
a civil space for minority religions, 
which are a part of the American 
landscape, to highlight our univer­
sal values. We made clear that we 
do not all agree, and that our sacred 
texts do not agree on many matters 
of faith . But the task of religious lib­
erty does not fall to government 
alone. As Baptists we felt it impor­
tant to stand up and affirm the right 
of all people of faiths, including 
those with whom we theologically 
differ. This stance was much appre­
ciated by members of other religious 
traditions, who regularly face bigot-

Threatening our lifeline 
I have grown rather tired of hear­

ing about the Great Commission Re­
surgence Task Force, and of people 
putting down the Cooperative Pro­
gram as not being the way to sup­
port SBC ministries. Since the Co­
operative Program was approved, 
it has been the lifeline of Southern 
Baptists. 

The CP always has been the one 
thing Southern Baptists have agreed 
on to support missions and minis­
tries in a way that we as individu­
al, autonomous churches cannot 
do. Every Baptist church is autono­
mous, and can do whatever it wants, 
but we have joined together through 
the CP, which has proven to be very 
successful. 

All this does is encourage church-

Furthermore, to put anyone in 
leadership from a church that does 
not give a substantial percentage to 
the CP is supposed to stir the wrath 
of true Southern Baptists. 

I have served churches that gave 
from 5 to 35 percent to the Cooper­
ative Program. The churches that 
gave the greatest percentage to the 
CP also have been the ones that have 
given the most to the Lottie Moon, 
Annie Armstrong and state missions 
offerings. 

• The way some want to change 
things today almost causes me to 
want no part of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention or the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Everything seems to be 
so non-Southern Baptist. Where is it 
all going to stop? 

Joe Pat Winchester 
Murray 

Forum Disdaimer: Baptist Forum is pro­
vided as an opportunity for Kentucky Bap­
tists to express their viewpoints on a vari­
ety of subjects. Opinions expressed do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Western Re­
corder's editorial staff, its Board of Direc­
tors, or the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 
Letters should be no more than 300 words 
in length and will be edited for style, clari­
ty and·space. Letters must reflect a spirit of 
Christian charity and civility. 
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Making visitors feel welcome at church Trust God with our children? 

Usually this space is targeted toward youth minis­
try concepts, ideas or best practices. But this month, I 

• want to tweak it a little and look at some things I have 
observed in some churches where we have had the op­
portunity to visit. Most are in Kentucky; some are not. 

My wife has superpowers ... r know this-afte·r all we 
have been married for 25 years . Still, it seems she has 
the superpower of invisibility. The weird thing is that I 
have never noticed this in her. (Yet, if she had it, would I 
notice?) Our kids and I just thought she had eyes in the 

back of her head. 

By David Garrard 
The story of Moses is perhaps one of the most famil­

iar in the entire Bible. Most ofus have read it over and 
over, and yet, as is prone to happen when we study the 
Bible, I found this story speaking to me in new ways It has always been my contention that healthy 

youth ministry is best done within the confines 
of a healthy church. So here are some things I 
have noticed in my travels over the past year or so 
from which, hopefully, we can learn to help our 
youth ministries be the best they can be. 

Youth Ministry 
Corner 

There have been several times, though, where 
we have visited and she wasn't offered a bulletin, 
spoken to, or even acknowledged. It was like she 
wasn't there! The only thing that we can figure is 
that she must have the gift of invisibility. 

earlier this year. The insights I found 
present serious challenges to parents·. 

We are all familiar with the basic 
flow of the story, and the incredibly 
scary scenario that faced Moses' par­
ents. Here are some questions that 
naturally flow from what happened: 

1. What would you have done if 
you had found yourself in similar circumstances that 
threatened the life of your child? 

2. Would you have deliberately disobeyed a govern­
ment order/law? 

Church members are friendly ... but usually 
only to each other. I am not sure how many times 
I, or my family and I, have arrived -at a church 
and had virtually no one speak to us. Sometimes 
even the people who open the door for us or 
hand us a bulletin give little more than a courte­
sy nod. Sometimes they are even in conversation 
with someone else and just hand us a bulletin on 
the sly. I guess they know it is their job to hand 

·Joe Ball 

Welcome centers are a great idea ... but only if 
the people mann_ing them know where to take 
us. It still amazes me how many people on the 
front lines of welcoming guests don't know their 
way around the church building. They can find 
their Sunday school class or the fellowship hall, 
but they don't know room numbers or where to 
find the youth or children's area. 3. How long do you think Moses' mother, Jochebed, 

contemplated her actions? 
~hem out, but not to the point that they actually have to 
speak to guests . 

There are great conversations going on all over the 
place-just not with the visitors . One of the strangest 
times was when we had to push our way into the sanc­
tuary through a group of men who were clustered at the 
doors to the sanctuary. We literally had to touch them on 
the shoulder and ask them to move so we could get into 
the sanctuary. • 

The funniest (or saddest) part of this is when it is time 
for the official "meet and greet" in the service. Then, we 
are usually welcomed well. People come from all across 
the sanctuary to shake our hands, but only at the ap­
pointed time in the program. However, we sat in the 
sanctuary for 15 minutes before the service without a 
word being spoken to us. 

Grace giving or pocketbook living 
By Doug Strader 

Recently a member shared with me that a state­
ment that I had made during our stewardship empha­
sis was true from his perspective: Tithing is a heart is­

sue and not a pocketbook issue. He 
had grown up in a very conservative 
rural church where tithing was nei­
thenaught nor practiced. People gave 
enough for the church to pay her bills, 
but nothing more. That is quite a con­
trast to the way the Macedonians gave 
according to the Apostle Paul. 

How did the Macedonians give? In the eighth chap­
ter of Second Corinthians, Paul describes their giving 
philosophy to the offering he was receiving for the Je-
rusalem Christians. • 

■ He described their giving as the grace of God. 
■ They were in a severe test of affliction. 
■ They had an abundance of joy. 
■ They were in extreme poverty. 
■ They had an overflowing wealth of generosity. 
■ They gave beyond their means. 
■ They did it of their own free will. 
■ Paul said that they even begged for the privilege of 

giving to the saints in Jerusalem. • 
■ Before the Macedonians gave of their resources, 

they first gave themselves to the Lord and then to Paul 
• and his companions. • 

Paul was writing to the Corinthian Christians, urg­
ing them to follow through on an earlier commitment 
they had made to the offering for the Jerusalem Chris­
tians. He was using the Macedonian example to inspire 
them. . 

As you think about your giving to the Lord's work, 
how does it compare to the Macedonian example? Are 
you a grace giver, or do you give only what you think 
you can afford? Think about what the Lord has done 
for you, how you have been a recipient of His grace? 
Then compare your giving with the grace He has giv­
en to you. 

Each Sunday when we worship through giving, it 
should please us to know that we have offered to God 
our best. As the words of the song say, "because I have 
been given much, I, too, must give." That is grace giv­
ing. 
Reprinted from Western Recorder, Sept. 22, 2009. 
Doug Strader, retired director of the Kentucky Bapti$t Conventions 
stewardship department, is pastor of Farmdale Baptist Church in 
Louisville. 

I have known of guests who were given "the 
grand tour" of the building just to find the right class­
room. Or, greeters may know where the class is located 
in the building, but not know which age group meets in 
what room. 

4. Would you have willingly placed your child in 
such a dangerous position? 

5. What do you think Jochebed did while Miriam 
watched her brother? 

Because of space, I'll leave alone how we welcome vis­
itors in the service, not being able to find a parking spot, 
knowing which door of the building to enter, or how 
very few spots are left in any pew, on the aisle or near 
the back. This allows visitors to slip in without having to 
make a scene and crawl over people to find a place for a 
family to sit together. 

The bottom line: In order to save his life, Jochebed 
had to place her son into uncertain situations over 
which she had absolutely no control. She had to do 
it twice--0nce when she hid him in the Nile (Exodus 
2:3), and then again when she took him to Pharaoh's 
daughter and allowed him to be raised in the palace 
(Exodus 2:10). 

• I know you're wondering why I am addressing this in 
a column about youth ministry? Gina and I, and our.chil­
dren for that matter, have been raised in church, and we 
are used to how we do things. And, honestly, we are prob­
ably guilty of many of these and several others ourselves. 
But an unchurched teen, who is skeptical at best about 
going to church and church people, may find these as 
reasons not to come back. 

Jochebed knew that her child was a gift from God 
and that he was a "fine child" (Exodus 2:2). As such, 
she was able to trust Go4 with the life or her son and 
to risk her own life in the process. 

It is not just the job of the youth minister or youth 
workers to make students feel welcome when they walk 
into our church building. It is the responsibility of every­
one. Great youth ministry can only occur within the con­
fines of a healthy church. Let's do our part to help our 
youth ministry succeed. • 

There will surely be times when we will have to sur­
render our children into situations over which we do 
not have much, if any control-everything from send­
ing them off to school to allowing them to spend the 
night with a friend or go on a trip without us. When 
those times arrive, we can do so with full confidence, 
knowing that God loves our children even more than 
we do, and knowing that we can trust God to care for 
them and be present with them in ways we cannot. 
(Source: Lessons for the Leader, Worship Kidstyle, Lifeway). 

Joe Ball, a former youth minister at Edgewood Baptist Church in 
Hopkinsville, is youth strategist for the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

David Garrard is minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist Church 
in Louisville. 

Life have you worried? Focus on God's presence 
By Jeremy Woods 

Are you worried about someone or 
something today? lf God, in His Word, 
promises to watch over and take care 
ofus, why do we worry? • 

It is certain God is watching every 
move we make and wants 

this phrase, do you still feel that you 
worry more than you should? Do you 
think this is easier said than done? 
Medical science has confirmed that 
worry is a serious contributing factor 
in many major illnesses. Think about 

it this way-worry is like a 
only the very best for the 
divine purpose He Iias for 
your life. He loves us so 
much He paid the ultimate 
price for every sin we have 
and will commit by being 
gruesomely slain on a cross 
... with you on His mind the 
entire time. Isn't that an 
awesome thought? 

In striving to live 
a worry-free life, 
we desperately 

need to ask God 
for the right 

direction to each 

rocking chair. It will give 
you something to do, but it 
won't get you anywhere. 

But we have a way out of 
worrying: we can take our 
problems and cares to the 
Lord in prayer. A problem 
not worth praying about 
is not really worth worry­
ing about. Have you ever 
noticed how worry tends 

situation we 
So why worry? Why wor­

ry when it is time to pay the 
encounter. 

rent, when a health crisis encounters 
our lives, when problems and respon­
sibilities of every day life seem to over­
whelm us? In striving to live a worry­
free life, we desperately need to ask 
God for the right direction to each sit­
uatjon we encounter. 

People who do not know the Hope 
of Glory are so wrapped up in worry­
ing that they worry about worrying it­
self. The Bible tells us in Matthew 6 to 
take one day at a time and not to· wor­
ry about the problems of tomorrow­
because tomorrow will worry about 
itself. As a matter of fact, God is al­
ready there! So in the words of Bob­
by McFerrin's 1988 hit: "Don't worry, 
be happy." 

Even as we reflect on the truth in 

to increase with the ten­
sion and pressure points in our lives? 
Worry often comes at a time of crisis. 
Just when you need a clear mind and 
steady nerves to make the wisest deci­
sion possible, here comes worry-like a 
dark cloud that obstructs the warmth 
and light of the sun. Worry drains you 
of your ability to think creatively and 
can cause many other problems. 

For example, worry can fill the face 
with wrinkles and apprehension. It 
has the ability to rob the body of rest 
at night and send you through your 
day ~hattered and shaky, living on the 
ragged edge. Has this been you lately? 
Worry also can cause heart disease, 
high blood pressure, ulcers, and a host 
of other diseases. Why? Worry is fear, 
rather tpan faith. Worry is a predispo-

sition toward defeat and despair. 
If this is how worry can ruin our 

lives, then we desperately need to find 
a way to overcome the worry that en­
tangles our lives. Never worry about 
things you cannot change in life. 

Do you have confidence that the Bi­
ble is very clear on the assurance of 
how to conquer worry? It boldly gives 
us the prescription for worry. Do not 
worry about your fear, "For God has 
not given us a spirit offear, but of pow­
er and oflove and of a sound mind" (2 
Timothy 1 :7). Do not worry when you 
feel overwhelmed by the pressures of 
life. The Apostle Paul says, "Rejoice in 
the Lord always. Again I will say, re­
joice!" (Philippians 4:4). 

Worry is the rejection of faith, and 
allows a Christian to say he believes • 
one way-but lives another. It may be a 
clear indication that we may be hear­
ing the Word of God, but not putting 
it into practice. No wonder· the Bible 
says, "Without faith it is impossible 
to please Him" (Hebrews 11 :6). It is im­
possible to worry and trust God at the 
same time. 

lfyour life's c9urse has been altered 
by worry, then it is time you focus on 
the presence of the living God. Feel His 
peace and His reassuring touch. Expe­
rience His love and the joy of His pres­
ence. If you are living in this spiritual 
zone, worry will die. Therefore, don't 
worry ... _ be happy! (BP) 
Jeremy Woods is pastor of Willis Baptist Church 
in Kingston, Okla. 
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Volunteers share Christ at 
World Equestrian Games 

By Adam Miller 
North American Mission Board 

Lexington-The distant sigh of traffic on Ironworks Pike 
filled an open doorway to the sanctuary at Cane Run Bap­
tist Church in Lexington, a historic congregation uphill 
from the vast sweep of the Kentucky Horse Park. A cold, 
gray light filtered through the stained glass into the sanc­
tuary where John Lyons, "Ameri­
ca's horseman," led a devotional 
on day eight of the World Eques-
trian Games. -

Spurs clanked with each 
heavy step along the red carpet. 

God "doesn't want everyone 
to look the same and be the same 
because He didn't create every­
body the same," Lyons told an 
audience-holding golf ball-sized 
globs of play-dough in every col­
or of the rainbow. 

"I woke at 5 this morning 
with the guilt of yesterday weigh­
ing on me," Lyons recalled. "I had 

• John Lyons 

been in a hurry and a man had asked if I had a pass to get 
in the park, and I was too busy to slow down and help him. 
This morning I woke and though ti needed to call him. He'd 
given me his card. I couldn't find it. So I searched my pock­
ets. I found it. I called his number and it rang and rang. 

"I told him to meet me out here at the church at a quar­
ter to eight." The man did. 

"We have these opportunities. And if John is not think­
ing about John and what he's doing next then maybe I'll be 
able to be the light of Christ in somebody's life: instead of 
wal<i.ng with guilt at 5 a.m.," Lyons said. "Some of the best 
sermons aren't preached but lived." 

Lyons is a world-renowned horse trainer who uses horse­
training techniques to share the gospel. He was just one 
of a half-dozen equestrian celebs reigned in by Affiliat- · 
ed International Ministries to provide entertainment dur­
ing the games. AIM, an organization led by Kentud<y Bap­
tist Convention consultant Larry Martin, was responsible 
for much of the Christian volunteer work provided at the 

FUN TIME AIM volunteer 
Chuck Jacobs passes a platter 
of play-dough during worship 
at Cane Run Baptist Church 
in Lexington. "We're going to 
have some fun this morning," 
said horseman John Lyons, 
who spoke to the group. "Fun" 
included making shapes out of 
play-dough. (Photos by Adam 
Miller/NAMB) 

world's most prestigious 
horse event. 

North American Mission 
Board missionaries, the 
Kt>ntucl<yWoman's Mission­
ary Union and volunteers 
from eight denominations 
joined in sharing Christ and 
providing free services to 
the 300,000 or more visitors 
from 58 countries. 

The church services at 
Cane Run Baptist and oth­
er churches throughout the 
Le?ongton area served to cal­
ibrate a band of nearly 700 • 
volunteers coming from 
other parts of the state and 
nation. Volunteers served 
in a variety of ministries 
throughout the gan1es .. 

Half-million dollar hors-
. es, English butlers at the 

$600-a-day Maker's Mark 
dining area, language and 
cultural barriers, and the 
mystique of equestrian cul­
ture are just a few of the "ar-

tifacts" that make the WEG a microcosm of a large and vast­
ly unreached affinity group. Volunteers such as Jacobs and 
devout Christians with equestrian clout like John Lyons are 
serving to put feet to faith among an otherwise insular mi­
lieu. 

"We believe the greatest movement of God is happening 
right now in the horse world," Martin said. 

Maureen Gallatin, editor of Perfect Horse magazine and 
a personal evangelist among horse people, attributed the 
movement to God's faithful filling places deep within the 
culture at events such as the games. 

"We're meeting people in their area of passion," Gallatin 
said. "Horses are such great communicators about the rela-
tionship between people and God." • 
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Face painting is popular WEG outreach 
By Adam Miller 
North American Mission Board , 

Lexington-Parents smile nearby 
as missionary Larry Leming quick­
ly organizes the paint jars then ap­
plies the first strokes of a brown 

horse's head and mane across their 
little boy's left cheek. He wants a 
blue University of Kentucky logo on 
the other side of his face. 

Leming squints to concentrate 
and block out some of the morning 

'NEVER TOO OLD' AIM volunteer Larry Leming, director of Low Country Ministries 
in South Carolina, paints a young boy's face at the AIM booth at the Kentucky Horse 
Park. (Photo by Adam Miller/NAMB) 

'Sermon on the Mount' 
Lew Sterrett, an evangelist 

horse trainer, preaches 
the Sermon on the Mount 
horseman style from the 
mount of his steed. Listeners, 
including children, sat 
spellbound in response to 
his creative sermon at the 
annual Secretariat Festival 
in Paris. The event coincided 
with the World Equestrian 
Games in Lexington. 

The trust, dependence 
and obedience a horse 
exhibits toward a rider 
teaches a lot about how 
God asks for our trust, 
dependence and obedience 
not only for His glory and 
purposes but for our good, 
fellow equine evangelist 
Maureen Gallatin noted. 

(Photo by Adam Miller/ 
NAMB) 

Secret~ries Lunc~on 
A special event for church and 

denominational secretaries 

Tuesday,Nov.16,Noon 
In conjunction with the 2010 KBC Annual 

Meeting, Immanuel Baptist Church, Lexington 

Guest Speaker: Bridget Kehrt-Grace, executive 
director, Crossroads Pregnancy Center, Bowling Green 

& former on-air radio personality 

Cost: $10 per person . Reservations required by Nov. 10. 
For details, or to register, contact Jenny Byrd by e-mail : 

jenny.byrd@kybaptist.org or by phone: (502) 489-3335 or 
(866) 489-3335 (toll-free in KY). 

Immanuel Baptist Church is located at 3100 Tates Creek Rd. .,. 

CIJOPERA111IE PliOCliAM 

This event is sponsored by the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention Church Development Team and the 

Kentucky Baptist Secretaries Association 

sun at the Kentucky Horse Park. 
"People say, 'Face painting isp.'t 

evangelism,"' Leming said later. 
"No, it's not evangelism. But these 
are all tools that open people up 
to a conversation that can lead to 
evangelism." 

Director of Low Country 
Ministries, Leming typically fa­
cilitates ministry in South Caroli­
na's low country area near Beau­
fort. But during the World Eques­
trian Games, he brought his spe­
cialty to the cooler climes of Ap­
palachia where more than 300,000 
people from 58 countries gathered 
to watch the world's top equestrian 
athletes. 

Leming and more than 500 oth­
er volunteers with Affiliated In­
ternational Ministries, the Ken• 
tucky Baptist Convention, other 
state conventions and area church­
es worked at venues including the 
Kentucl<y Horse Park, Paris, George­
town and downtown Lexington 
where festivals and equestrian en­
thusiasts en masse provided op­
portunities to pass out "More Than 
Gold" horseshoe pins, gospel mate­
rials and bottled water. 

Face painting also was a favorite 
at the games. 

"One girl told me she was too 
old for face painting and I said 
'Look: I painted a 60-year-0ld wom­
an's face the other day,"' Leming . 
recalled. "You're never too old for 
face painting." 

According to Larry Martin, who 
coordinated ministry efforts at the 
games, more than 60 people made 
decisions for Christ as a result of 
outreach through AIM. 

Those decisions came from the 
work of nearly 700 AIM volunteers 
from a. variety of Christian de­
nominations .yho did everything 
from provide shuttle service to and 
from the parking lots at the World 
Equestrian Games to manning the 
AIM booths at several locations, all 
while sharirtg Christ with others. 
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Free transportation was key opportun_ity at equine games 
By Adam Miller 
North American Mission Board 

Lexington-Marilou "Piddle" Johnson's 
seven legal pad pages tell the story of the 
mornings she spent parked in a church 
bus at the Kentucky Horse Park during the 
World Equestrian Games. 

On day one she shuttled two people 
from Israel, six from Great Britain, six from 
the Netherlands, and eight from South Af­
rica. That list grew day by day in volume 
and variety. 

Some were horsemen and horsewomen, 
some were spectators, and a large percent-

age of the people Johnson drove along the 
half-mile stretch between the parking lot, 
stadium and ~tables needed the assistance 
of crutches or a wheelchair. Many were 
para-equestrian athletes who would spend 
the final days of the games showing just 
how far one could go even with a missing 
leg, arm or with some type of paralysis. 

"I keep an eye out for people in wheel­
chairs and crutches," said Johnson, a mem­
ber of First Baptist Church of Richmond. 
"Some of them have a golf cart they climb 
on or ride behind in the wheelchair." 

"That's an amazing thing to watch," she 
added. "They stay in their wheelchair, strap 
in, grab on to a bar and off they go." 

For those who don't have the finances to 
have their own cart, Johnson lowers the lift 
and offers a ride on the bus, compliments 
of First Baptist, Richmond. 

A volunteer opportunity made avail­
able only weeks before the World Eques­
trian Games began, the shuttle service was 
the suggestion of Kentucky first lady Jane 
Beshear. Affiliated International Ministries 
pulied together more than 50 volunteers 
and 35 vehicles from area churches, just 
to shuttle people around the horse park. 

N0TEPA0 & A SMILE Each day, Marilou John­
son kept a tally of passengers and their countries 
of origin, a useful way of recording the story of 
the international community attending the World 
Equestrian Games. Johnson, a member of First 
Baptist Church of Richmond, provided free 
transportation to para-equestrian athletes and 
others with special needs as a volunteer for.Affil­
iated International Ministries during the games. 
(Photo by Adam Mil/er/NAMB) 

AIM is an interdenominational group that 
worked together to share the gospel with 
World Equestrian Games visitors. 

A number of Kentucky Baptist church­
es contributed their vans and buses during 
the two-plus weeks of the World Equestri­
an Games. One morning, visitors were be­
ing shuttled to the front gates in 15-passen­
ger vans from First Baptist of Richmond, St. 
Paul Baptist Church at Shively Heights in 
Louisville and Dry Run Baptist Church in 
Georgetown. 

Roger Bartley, also a member of First 
Baptist of Richmond, coordinated the shut­
tle fleet from Imani Baptist Church, about 
five miles from the park. He said a typical 
day consisted of approximately 17 shuttles 
in operation. At the peak, there were as 
many as 30 running at once. 

"I just had a little girl come up to me to­
day at our exhibit booth and she said, 'Hey, 
those are the people who provide the shut­
tle,"' said Larry Martin, AIM's director. "It's 
made an impact on people." 

Those people include the nearly 700 vol­
unteers themselves. 

A native of Kentucky's coal field area, 
Johnson said she saw people from every 
corner of the world come through her na­
tive state during the games, many of whom 
entered through the tented checkpoint 
where she parked her van. 

"There are people here who can rent out 
an entire floor of a hotel and those who are 
riding someone else's horse," Johnson said. 
"Those who can afford the $600-a-day Mak­
er's Mark tent and those who are sleeping 
in a barn." 

Volunteer shuttle driver Chuck Jacobs 

said the service provided him a five-min­
ute window to share a "More Than Gold" 
horseshoe pin and, sometimes, a word 
about why he's giving free rides. 

""Where you frotn?" Jacobs asked as 
three men piled into the minivan he was 
driving. 

"Colorado Springs," one of, the men 
replied. • 

"Here's a pin," Jacobs said. "And here's a 
card that explains what the pin means." 

At the end of the ride of silence and 
small talk, the men piled out. 

"You don't always get a chance to 
share," Jacobs noted. "But just that they 
know we're here because of Jesus is some­
times enough. Then sometimes you get 
someone who really is-open. Like last night. 
I picked up a man and a woman. He was 
half drunk. I shared, she listened, and by 
the end something struck a nerve and she 
was getting teary-eyed. She said, 'Thank 
you so much."' 

Jacobs smiled, and got a little_ teary-eyed 
himself. 

"I miss my family and my grandkids and 
warm running water," said Jacobs, who 
spent 15 days in a Starcraft pop-up camper. 
"But I love it. I couldn't be any happier. I get 
to tell people about Jesus." 

Johnson said the shuttle service was the 
perfect opportunity for her. 

"I felt God really put me in the right 
place at the right time," she said. "I lost my 
job in June and I've been working for the 
Census Bureau but I'm flexible. If we give 
anyone a drink of water or a ride in Jesus' 
name, it's like giving it to Jesus Himself." 
With additional reporting by N_ews Director Drew Nichter 

Thank you for your gifts through 
the Cooperative Program . 

Together, we are demonstrating. 
love in action by funding missions 
and ministries all over the" world. 

. kybaptist.org/ cp·miss· ns 
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Supreme Court justices torn on free 
speech rights, private funeral rites 
By Daniel Burke 

Washington-The last rites of a slain Marine 
clashed with a small church's right to preach its 
anti-gay gospel in oral -arguments heard before 
the U.S. Supreme Court last week. 

Despite religion's prominent role in the dis­
pute, however, the justices seemed most inter­
ested in, and perplexed by, the limits of another 
First Amendment right: free speech. 

Westboro Baptist Church, an independent 
congregation with about 50 members based in 
Topeka, Kan., has picketed nearly 200 military fu­
nerals in recent years with signs like "Thank God 
for Dead Soldiers" and "You're Going to Hell." 
Westboro believes God is punishing America for 
its tolerance of homosexuality by killing U.S. sol­
diers in Iraq and Afghanistan. · 

In 2006, Albert Snyder filed a federal lawsuit 
against Westboro after church members picket­
ed near his Marine son's funeral in Westminster, 
Md. Snyder argued the church infringed on his 
rights of privacy and religious expression and in­
tentionally inflicted emotional distress with nas­
ty signs targeted at his son, Lance Cpl. Matthew 
Snyder. 

A federal court partially sided with Snyder 
and awarded him $5 million in damages; an ap­
peals court overturned that verdict, ruling for 
the church. 

The justices last week seemed torn between 
sympathizing with Snyder's anguish and defend­
ing Westboro's right to picket and preach, no 
matter how offensive its message. 

Any ruling they deliver, the justices know, 
will have far-reaching implications for the First 
Amendment. The justices repeatedly raised hypo­
thetical situations and pondered where to draw 
the lines between free speech and harassment, 
between offering opinions on public issues and 
targeting private citizens with invective. 

Sean Summers, Snyder's attorney, painted 
Westboro as publicity hounds who sought to "hi-

jack someone else's private event" to promote 
their church and inflict harm on the Snyders .. 

But the justices questioned whether West­
boro's apocalyptic picket signs were targeted 
at the Snyder family or the country at large. "It 
sounds like 'you,"' in signs like "You Ar.e Going to 
Hell," is directed at "the whole rotten society in 
their view," said Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 

Westboro used many of the same signs to pro­
test at the Maryland state capital the same day as 
the Snyder funeral, Ginsburg noted, meaning the 

• church likely was targeting societal issues, not 
private families. Several justices alluded to the 
high court's long history of protecting speech on 
matters of public concern. 

But Ginsburg and other justices also appeared 
to empathize with the Snyders' plight. 

"This is a case about exploiting a private fam­
ily's grief," she said. Ginsburg then asked church 
attorney Margie Phelps, "Why should the First 
Amendment tolerate exploiting this Marine's 
family when you have so many other forums -for 
getting across your message?" 

Phelps said that Americans are questioning 
why U.S. soldiers are dying and that Westboro 
Baptist Church has answers people need to hear. 
"We have an answer to your question ... our an­
swer is that you have to stop sinning if you want 
this trauma to stop happening. 

Justice Sonia Sotomayor acknowledged that 
some of Westboro's pickets, such as those con­
demning the United States or its wars, involve 
public speech and are thus likely protected by the 
First Amendment. 

"I fully accept you're entitled in some circum­
stances to speak about any political issue you 
want," Sotomayor said. "But what's the line be­
tween doing that and then personalizing it and 
creating hardship for the individual?" 

Phelps argued that Snyder became a public fig­
ure entangled with public issues when he spoke out 
against the war after his son's death in 2006. (RNS) 

Our campground runneth over! 
Retired volunteers make visit to Oneida 
to do much-needed work on campus 

It happens -the first two weeks of every Octo­
ber. They descend on us in cars, travel trailers and 
motor homes. Nearly all of them are retired. Like 
the other volunteers who bless us, the Alabama 
Campers on Mission could be fishing, walking on 
a sunny beach, visiting grandchildren or doing 

The Alabama group is expecting more than 
100 volunteers during the next two weeks. The 
only way we can accommodate that many peo­
ple is that most of them will be using our camp­
ground and staying in their campers and RV~; the 
others will be using our guest housing. While the 
Campers on Mission are here, they will perform 
any number of services. 

This morning I walked around to see some of 
their projects. I saw three men wiring one a dozen other things, but they have cho­

sen to spend the time helping us. We are 
so blessed! 

This is Oneida of our newer buildings. The retired elec­
trician who is in charge began the project 
last year, but he was unable to complete 
the work then. It is likely that he and his 
crew will complete the project this year. 

Our volunteer season usually is over 
by the end of October. This year, howev­
er, we also will have volunteers the first 
three weeks in November. Many groups 
wanted to come earlier, but we didn't 
have any open dates until November. 

Another group was in the carpentry 
shop cutting some material to frame in 
the windows at Anderson Hall, the only 
original building remaining on our cam­
pus. Anderson Hall will be 100 years old 

I never cease to be amazed at the 
number of volunteers who spend a week 
or two with us almost every year. I can re­
member back in the '80s when we only 

W.F. Underwood next year and is being completely reno-

had about six or eight groups who came during 
the entire summer. We just had one guest house 
at that time, and we could only accommodate 
about 15 volunteers a week. Today we have about 
60 beds for our guests and volunteers. You would 
think that with 60 beds we always would have 
an empty bed or two for guests who drop in and 
want to spend the night. But in June, July and Oc­
tober we have to be very careful or we will have 
more guests and volunteers than we have beds. 
Unfortunately, that has happened a time or two. 

Since I am the one who usually has to make 
sure we have enough beds, I try to be careful 
not to promise a bed that already is in use. Even 
while I was writing this article, my wife asked if 
we had any empty beds for two unexpected cam­
pus guests. 

vated. Several people were working inside 
the building. Two men were working on a drain­
age ditch that has created some flooding prob­
lems. More than a dozen ladies were sewing items 
to be given away at the Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion in November. 

Other ladies were working at the Friendship 
House, our used clothing store, and in our gift 
shop. Two men were repairing a roof that had lost 
some shingles in the last storm or two. Another 
group was, well, frankly, there is a lot more going 
on here, but I am out of space. 

Lord, how deeply thankful I am for all the won­
derful friends who make-our work possible. 

WF. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida 
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidasc~ool.org 
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Online degrees now available 
Clear Creek now offering 
expanded delivery mode 

Recent advances in technology 
have opened up some exciting pos­
sibilities in the area of Christian 
higher education. Last year, Clear 
Creek received approval from both 

professional development cours­
es; 14 hours of ministerial stud­
ies; and 36 semester hours of gen­
eral education courses. Not only 
do students receive excellent 
Bible training, the practical com­
ponent of the program assists 
them in "doing" ministry in their 

local churches. of our accrediting agencies 
to offer a fully accredited 
Bachelor of Arts in Ministry 
degree totally online. 

Clear Creek 
Chronicle 

The approval of the on­
line degree also allows 
Clear Creek to offer other 
degrees in this format. We 
offer a Bachelor of Arts in 
Bivocational Ministry de­
gree; a Bachelor of Arts in 
Christian Service degree; 
and Associate of Arts de­
grees--<:ompletely online. 

We feel this degree of­
fering provides an oppor­
tunity to minster to bivoca­
tional pastors who may not 
be able to just pick up and 
move to campus. There are 
literally thousands of such 
pastors in the Southern 
Baptist Convention who 
have not had the opportu­

Donnie Fox 
In addition, Clear Creek 

offers a 28-hour certificate 

nity to take advantage of any formal 
ministry training. This program al­
lows them the opportunity to ob­
tain a fully accredited degree while 
still being involved in their cunent 
ministry settings. 

The online Bachelor of Arts in 
Ministry degree prepares the grad­
uate to lead a local church as pastor 
or associate pastor. For many gradu­
ates, this degree can and will serve 
as a pastor's final formal ministry 
preparation. It also serves as excel­
lent preparation for advanced study 
at a seminary or graduate program. 

The degree includes 50 hours of 
Bible/theology classes; 30 hours of 

in Bible. This allows an in- . 
dividual to take courses online as 
a distance education student with 
the potential to complete the 28-
hour certificate in 14 months. 

If you would like more informa­
tion, contact Director of Distance 
Education Jay Barnett at jbarnett 
·@ccbbc.edu, or cali toll free at (866) 
340-3196. 

Adapted from Western Recorder, Jan. 13, 
2009. 

Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek 
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek 
Road, Pineville, KY 40977; toll-free: 
(866) 340-3196; Web site: WWW . . 

ccbbc.edu; e-mail: dfox@ccbbc.edu 



ISSUES 
LifeWay: Young adults more· 
accepting of gay-marriage 

Nashville, Tenn.-Six in 10 Amer- of males feel the same way (32 per­
ican Millennials-those born be- cent strongly). 
tween 1980 and 1991-see nothing African American Millennials 
wrong with two people of the same are more strongly opposed to mar­
sex getting married. But men, Af- riage between members of the 
rican Americans and Southerners same sex than Hispanics and 
are least comfortabfe among their Asians, according to the study. Fif­
peers with-same-sex marriage, and ty-three percent of African Ameri­
_for the most part Christian Millen- cans disagree with. the statement 
nials oppose it. (32 percent strongly), while 33 

These are the findings from a percent of Hispanics and 36 per­
LifeWay Research study for an up- cent of Asians disagree (19 percent 
coining book by Thom Rainer, pres- strongly). 
ident ofLifeWay Christian Resourc- Opinions on the issue are sharp­
es, and s<;m Jess Rainer titled "The ly divided by religion. Two-thirds of 
Millennials: Connecting to Ameri- Millennials with no religious pref­
ca's Largest Generation." The bo_ok erence agree strongly there is noth­
is based on a wide-ranging survey ing wrong with same-sex marriage 
ofMillennials in the United States. while only one in seven of those 

Millennials are divided in their who say they trust Christ as Savior 
responses to the question, "How agree strongly. Further, 46 percent 
much would you agree or disagree of those who say they trust Christ 
with the statement: I see noth- as Savior strongly disagree and, in 
ing wrong with two people of the fact, find fault with marriage be­
same gender getting married." For- tween members of the same sex. 

• ty percent agree strongly; 21 per- "Discovering a significant dif-
cent agree som~what; 15 percent ference in the attitudes on same­
disagree somewhat; and 24 percent •. sex marriage between born-again 
disagree strongly. Christians and the rest of culture," 

Key differences exist by loca- according to Thom Rainer, "was 
tion, sex, race and religion. For ex- not necessarily surprising." 
ample, nearly half ofMillennials in "It will be a critical issue for 
the Northeast and the West strong- churches-soon to be led by Millen­
ly agree there is nothing wrong nials-to establish their biblical po­
with same-sex marriage compared sitions on the issue of same-sex re­
with fewer than one in three South- lationships," he added. 
erners. _ "If it is to find relevance with 

Women are far more accepting Millennials, the church must be 
of same-sex marriage than men. willing to deal directly with the 
Sixty-eight percent of female Mil- issue of same-sex attraction and 
lennials agree there is nothing relationships," Rainer said. "The 
wrong with same-sex marriage (49 church must voice a clear, biblical 
percent strongly), while 55 percent ethic of sexuality." (B-P) 

Importance of discipleship 
Today's youth hunger for 
mentorship, to go 'beyond' 

. By Lindsay Swartz 
Guest services coordinator 

ship, but who are not getting it. No 
one will step up to the plate. 

One of the ways we are seek­
ing to disciple youth at Crossings 
is through the Beyond Effect. This 

Throughout . Scripture, . 
we see the mandate of dis­
cipleship in the lives of 
Christians. God command­
ed His people to teach 
their children about Him 
at all times (Deuternomy 
6). Christ's followers even 
were called "disciples" as 
they laid down their lives 
to learn from and obey 
Him. In addition, Christ 

Ky.Baptist 
Assemblies 

is a movement where we 
seek to mobilize students to 
show themselves as Christ's 
disciples by combining 
their • burdens and their 
passions in order to minis­
ter to the "least of these." 
We want to stand beside 
them and teach them how 
to serve and share Christ in 
their everyday lives. 

commanded that we go Oavid Melber 
We have seen an encour­

aging response to the Be­
yond Effect. We have had 

students take the challenge to 
heart, reaching out to the poor and 
lost through tutoring programs, 
·basketball ca!Ilps, dance classes and 
more-all for the sake of the gospel. 

into all nations and be dis~ 
ciple makers, teaching new believ­
ers how to walk with Christ (Mat­
thew 28). 

We see this example clearly set 
by Paul. He urged others to practice 
the things he did and taught (Phil­
ippians 2:9). More importantly, he 
brought younger believers along­
side him in ministry. His life was 
about teaching them how to live a 
life transformed by Christ. He dem­
onstrated that we have an obliga­
tion to teach, train and serve youth 
for the sake of their growth and 
effectiveness in Christ. 

As adults, we often are disobedi­
ent in this. We tend to spend our 
energy on ourselves. As a result, we 
have younger generations who are 
pungry for mentoring and disciple-

The response we have· seen 
should emphasize the urgency of 
pouring into the youth in our 
churches. They are itching to serve 
the Lord, but need someone to 
cheer them on and show them how. 
Let's open our eyes to their poten­
tial in Christ, lay down our own 
agendas and join the apostle Paul 
in saying, "Be imitators of me, as I 
am of Christ." 
David Melber is president of Kentucky 
Baptist Assemblies. Contact him at 
Box 99918, Louisville, KY 42069-0918; 
phone (502) 491-7000. 
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KBC Mission Board recommendations 
The Kentucky Baptist Convention's constitution requires that the KBC Mission Board publish its 
recommendations in the Western Recorder at least 30 days before they are voted on .during the 
annual meeting. This year's meeting will be Nov. 16 at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington. For 
more information about th.ese recommendations, call the KBC Mission Board at (502) 489-3577 or 
toll-free (866) 489-3577. 

Recommendations to the Messengers 
of the 2010 Kentucky Baptist Convention: 

The annual Cooperative Program Goals, as well as the percentages for the division of Cooperative.Program funds 
between Kentucky_ Baptist Convention causes and Southern Baptist Convention causes, are determined by the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention in its annual session. 

Upon recommendation of the Mission Board, the Convention at Elizabethtown November 10, 2009 set the 2010-2011 
goals and percentages as shown below. 

The Mission Board recommends to the Convention in Lexington November 16, 2010 the following 2011-2012 
goals and percentages. 

APPROVED PROPOSED 
2010-2011 2011-2012 

I. COOPERATIVE PROGRAM GOAL BUDGET BUDGET 

A. OPERATIONAL BUDGET $23,500,000 $23,500,000 
1. SBC CAUSES (a) $8,930,000 38.00% $10,404,081 
2. KBC CAUSES (bl $14,570,000 62.00% $12,155,919 
3. SHARED EXPENSES (b) $940,000 

B. "MORE FOR CHRIST' CHALLENGE $705,000 
1. SBC CAUSES $452,779 

2. KBC CAUSES $224,021 
3. SHARED EXPENSES $28,200 

TOTAL COOP~RATIVE PROGRAM GOAL (c) $23,500,000 $24,205,000 
1. 'SBC CAUSES $10,856,860 
2. KBC CAUSES $12,379,940 
3. SHARED EXPENSES $968,200 

II. OTHER ESTIMATED INCOME $2,724,192 
A. RESTRICTED KY ONLY $330,ooo-. 
B. OTHER $2,394,192 

Ill. TOTAL BUDGET GOAL $26,224 I 192 

(a) The distribution of these items is voted by the Southern Baptist Convention. 

(bl The distribution of these items is voted by the Mission Board, Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

(c) Any Cooperative Program receipts in excess of the goal will be distributed at the same percentages 
as the "More for Christ" Challenge. 

44.27% 
51.73% 
4.00% 

3.00% ** 
66.90% ** 
33.10% •• 

4.00% ** 

44.85% 
51.15% 
4.00% 

* To be approved by the Mission Board upon recommendation of the Business and Finance· Committee May 9-10, 2011 . 

.. 3% growth in CP divided KBC 33.1% and SBC 66.9% after 4% shared expenses per GCTF-KY CP Distribution Plan. 

If the GCTF-KY CP Distribution Plan were not to be approved, the Mission Board would then recommend that the proposed 
2011-2012 GP Budget be set to the Approved 2010-2011 CP Budget above. 
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Campbellsville to. 
host KHIPP panel 
on 2010 election 

Campbellsville­
Campbellsville 
University will host 
a panel discussion of 
state political observers 
on the 2010 midterm 
elections Oct. 19, 5 p.m., 
as part of the school's 
Kentucky Heartland 
Institute on Public 
Policy. 

, The discussion will 
be held at the Badgett 
Academic Support 
Center on campus. It 
is free and open to the 
public. 

The panelists 
include Al Cross, 
director of the Institute 
for Rural Journalism 
and Community 
Issues with the School 
of Journalism and 
Telecommunications 
at the University of 
Kentucky; Lowell Reese, 
founder of Kentucky 
Roll Call, a Frankfort­
based governmental · 
affairs publishing . 
company; and Ron 
Ellis, a Frankfort 
Bureau reporter for the 
CHNI News Service in 
Frankfort. 

MOUNTAINS TO THE MISSISSIPPI 
COMPILED BY STAFF 

■ BRODHEAD-Ottawa Church will 
hold revival services Oct. 17-22 
with Kenny Davis, pastor of Bethel 
Church ,in Berea, as evangelist. Jim 
Craig is pastor. 
■ FULTON-First Church recendy 
called Jeff Keith as pastor and or­
dained Paul Adams to the gospel 
ministry. 
■ KUTTAWA-Macedonia Church will 
hold revival services Oct. 17-20 with 
Rick Reeder, director of missions for 
Caldwell-Lyon Association, as evan­
gelist. Bryan Grigg is pastor. 
■ LONDON-Lick Fork Missionary 
Church will hold revival services 
Oct. 17, 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.; Oct. 18, 
7 p.m., with tincQln Bingham. pas­
tor of St. Paul Church at Shively 
Heights in Louisville, as evangelist: 
Gary Kirby is pastor. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Cloverleaf Church will 
host Jimmy Blackwood and the 
Blackwood Brothers Quartet Oct. 15, 
7 p.m. For more information, call 
(502) 367-0218. Geoffrey Lacefield is 
pastor. 
■ PRINCETON-Cedar Bluff Church 
will hold revival services Oct. 17, 
11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.; Oct 18-22, 6:30 
p.m., with Van Yandell, Mission Ser­
vice Corps missionary, as evangelist. 
Mark Faughn is pastor. 
■ SYMS0NIA-Elva Church recently 

Murp ~~ 

.£1 . ..--r/ 

First Church will host a "From 
Our Backyards to the Nations" 
conference Oct. 16, 5:30 p.m., 
and Oct. 17, 11 a.m., with Kevin 
Smith, pastor ofWatson Memo­
rial Church in Louisville, and 
Ed Stetzer, president of Life­
Way Research, as guest spea­
kers. For more information, 
call (270) 753-1854, or visit 
www.FBCMurray.org. Sam Rai­
ner is pastor. 

ordained Tommy Gamble and Jason 
Littrell to the gospel ministry. 
■ TOMPKINSVILLE-First Church will 
hold revival services Oct. 17-20, 6 
p.m., with Farrell Isenberg. pastor of 
Crosspointe Church in Owensboro, 
as evangelist. Tom Stokes is pastor. 
■ WINCHESTER - Allansville Church 
will hold revival services Oct. 17-
19 with Matthew Perry, pastor of 
Boone's Creek Church in Lexington, 
as evangelist. Ray Coates is pastor. 
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~ CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

October 
15-16 Kentucky Baptist Nursing 

Fellowship Retreat, Cedarmore 
Camp & Conference Center, Bagdad. 

20-22 Joshua i'.>roject Event, Holiday lnri 
University Plaza, Bowling Green. 

21-22 Quarterly Prayer Meeting for 
Spiritual Awakening, Northside 
Baptist Church, Mount Vernon. 

23 Disaster Relief Blue Hat Training, 
Baptist Building, Louisville. 

November 
5-6 ENGAGE International Student 

Conference, Cave City Convention 
Center. 

6 Creative Ministries 101 Workshop, 
Central Baptist Church, Corbin. 

12-14 All-State Junior High Choir, 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisvilre. 

13 GA Jam, Calvary Baptist Church, 
Lexington. 

15 KBC Mission Board Meeting, 
Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Lexington. 

15 Kentucky Baptist Music Conference, 
Versailles Baptist Church. 

15 Kentucky Baptist Pastors' 
Conference, Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Lexington. 

~ 15 Youth Ministers' Fall Meeting, 
Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Lexington . . 

16 KBC Annual Meeting, Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Lexington. 

For more information, call (800) 266-6477 or visit www.kybaptist.org 

GCRTF chair's church changes name 
Springdale, Ark.-Cross Church is 

the new name ofFirst Baptist Church 
of Springdale.- Ark., and its campus 
in Rogers, The Church at Pinnacle 
Hills, a move made Sept. 26. 

"We are changing our name, but 
strengthening our identity," pas­
tor Ronnie Floyd said in a news re­
lease. Floyd served as chairman of the 
Southern Baptist Convention's Great 
Commission Resurgence Task Force. 

Cross Church also will encompass 
a campus in Fayetteville, Ark., which 
is scheduled to open in January 2011, ' 
as well as future campuses. 

Floyd's son, Nick, who will be 
the campus pastor in Fayetteville, 
said the name change "will allow 
us to give a clearer picture to our 
community that we are one church 
that simply meets in multiple loca­
tions." (BP) 

"The Nov. 2 election 
cycle is shaping up 

CLASSIFIED Aos 
to be one of the most 
significant midterm 
election cycles in recent 
decades, and Kentucky's 
races are among the 
most pivotal in terms of 
the national outcome," 
noted John Chowning, 
Campbellsville's vice 
president for church 
and external relations 
and KHIPP founder. 

For more 
information about the 
discussion, contact 
Chowning at (270) 789-

• 5520. 

To place an advertisement: 
Rates are available upon request. 

Call (502) 489-3428; 
or visit www.WesternRecorder.org. 
Claims made by advertisers are not 

necessarily those of the Western 
Recorder's staff or directors. 

FOR RENT: Two condos in Destin, 
Fla. Owned by Christian family, each 
condo has two bedrooms and two 
baths-can sleep six. Available year­
round. Pricing very reasonable. (423) 
309-4422; or lbrammer@charter.net. 

FOR SALE: Ridgewood Ebony Baby 
Grand recordable piano (wth bench). 
Like new; paid $12,000, asking $8,000. 
(502) 551-1796. 

SEEKING: Full-time youth minister/ • 
pastor assistant for rural church. Some 
experience required. Send resume to 
Mexico Baptist Church, 175 Mexico 
Road, Marion, KY 42064. 

SEEKING: Full-time youth pastor for 
Hickory Grove Baptist Church, a dy­
namic, Christ-centered church located 
in Independence, Ky., serving a weekly 
average attendance of 700 and an ac­
tive and growing you¢. group. We are 
prayerfully seeking the qualified indi­
vidual God will call to lead and grow 
youth by ro_oting them in the church 
and community. Our minister will be 
an individual who has an all-consum­
ing love for Christ, a strong knowledge 
of God's word, and the ability and de­
sire to connect with teenagers and 
their families in a way that brings glo­
ry to God. If you feel God may be lead­
ing you in our direction, please prayer­
fully submit a resume, along with an 
optional video of you leading a youth 
group to: Youth Pastor Search Commit­
tee, Hickory Grove Baptist Church, PO 
Box 505, Independence, KY ·41051 ; or 
via e-mail to youth@hickorygrove.net 
no later than Nov. 1, 2010. 
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SEEKING: Part-time children's direc­
tor for preschool through 6th grade. 
Please send resume to Eaton Memorial 
Baptist Church, 1225 W. Third St., Ow­
ensboro, KY 42301; or by e-mail to ea ton 
memorialbaptist@oolwireless.net. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of mu­
sic who will be responsible for plan­
ning weekly worship services and over­
see the music ministry of the church. 
Contact Pastor Rodney Bice at Bardwell 
Baptist Church at (270) 628-3645; or 
e-mail bbcpastor1@windstream.net. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth-pastor for 
Worthville Baptist Church in Worth­
ville, Ky., located within 60 miles of 
Southern Seminary. Interested candi­
dates should submit resumes to past 
or@worthvillebaptist.org; or mail to 
Worthville Baptist Church, PO Box 126, 
Worthville, KY 41098. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister to stu­
dents and outreach for a purpose­
driven church in suburban St." Lou­
is County. Must have a passion for 
youth ministry and reaching students 
for Christ. College degree preferred. 
Please send resume to: Minister to Stu­
dents Search Committee, Fee Fee Bap­
tist Church, 11330 St. Charles Rock 
Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044; or e-mail 
to randy@feefeebc.org. 

SEEKING: Senior pastor to lead a 
multi-generational historic, down­
town CBF church in Kentucky's cap­
ital city. The church has an average 
Sunday school attendance of 170 and 
an annual budget of $800,000. We are 
a very mission-oriented ministry. We 
operate a free medical/dental clinic 
and clothes closet onsite, in addition 
to a satellite mission center in Appa­
lachia, together serving hundreds in 
need each month. We practice tra­
ditional worship with a multi-facet­
ed music program and extensive pro­
grams for all age groups. For more in­
formation, visit www.fbcfrankfort.org. 
To apply, send resume with references 
to: Pastor Search Committee, First Bap­
tist Church; 201 St. Clair St., Frankfort, 
KY 40601 by Jan. 15, 2011. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of mu-
• sic for Grace Baptist Church, Lexing­

ton, Ky. We are prayerfully seeking a 
qualified mdividual to lead and over­
see the music programs of all ages 
from children to adults. Please submit 
your resume to the Minister of Music 
Search Committee by mail to 811 Bry­
an Ave., Lexington, KY 40505; or by e­
mail to dfoley@gbclexington.org by 
Nov. 15, 2010. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for First 
Baptist Church Greenbrier. FBCG is a 
multi-generational church in north­
ern middle Tennessee that has just cel­
ebrated 125 years of serving our Lord 
and Savior. The church embraces the 
BF&M and all ministries are biblical­
ly-based. Seminary degree preferred; 
prior leadership experience required. 
Submit resume to pastorsearch@fbc­
greenbrier.org; or FBC, PO Box 485, 
Greenbrier, 1N 37073. 

SEEKING: Full-time office assistant/ 
• data specialist for Kentucl<y WMU of­

fice . This support staff member is pri­
marily responsible for database man­
agement, mailings, archives, vol­
unteers, other clerical needs. Main­
tains the WMU workroom and assists 
with WMU events. Computer experi­
ence required; knowledge and experi­
ence in WMU work a plus. Send resu­
me to: Joy Bolton, Kentucky WMU, PO 
Box 436569, Louisville, KY 40253-6569. 
-E-mail: Joy.Bolton@l<ybaptist.org. 

SEEKING: Full-time worship pastor 
for Beacon Hill Baptist Church. We are 
looking for someone called of God who 
can supervise a full church music pro­
gram, including leading weekly wor­
ship for two blended worship services 
on Sunday morning ~th an average 
attendance of 600, a traditional service 
on Sunday evenings, praise team and 
band, choir, bells, drama, seasonal and. 
special worship events. The candidate 
needs a knowledge of the technical as­
pects of a cutting-edge worship service . 
Send resume to: Personnel Commit­
tee, Beacon Hill Baptist Church, 4705 
South Hwy. 27, Somerset, KY 42503. 



I 

I 
if 
i­
;t 

e 
>­
e 
g 

' ,. 

0 

' j 
s 

g . 
;-
j 

e 

i­
t 
L­

t 

... 

... 

l 
>­
e 
j 

,-

1 

0 

L­

t 

SM_I.LE 

IC' 
';)_l: 

f? ~~ )j-:~~~~~,~- _•!~\~) 

~/l:,»i ~ ':-_ - ~-=-"" -(? (;;_jf;.~(i' __ I,~_--
F ~ --~- ·-· \:;;I_ ~J\.:;_l_- L5 
✓ - ,_ • • -~-· . -~---=-

~i ~ 
/ 

S/7-Z: 

~,cJ.! 

~troer 11 
October 12, 2010 

Mike Morgan 

.. I GUf:SS THIS T#/N, 
ONLY WORKS ON 

V PREACJlE, 

David Ayers he Bible Drill Winner~ ~.., I Preac_her's Kids 
By Todd and Michelle Deaton ~ • .----------· ---y---------------------

One more correct answer and Lenny Lobster would hav~ a 
perfect score at the Bible drill at Surfside Church. If he knew 
the verse, he would be the only Cove Kid to earri a perfect 
score. Sunny Starfish had missed two verses, and Seamore 
wasn't able to find the book of Nehemiah in the Bible. Lenny was 
so nervous .. 

"Attention! Psalm 119:11. Start!" Pastor Porpoise called. 
Lenny knew the verse. In fact, it was one of his favorites. He 

was so exited that he jumped forward and almost fell off the 
stage. 

"I have hidden your world in my heart, that I might not sin 
against you-Psalm 119:11," Lenny replied with a big smile. 

"That is correct, Lenny,'' Pastor Porpoise nodded. "You have 
achieved a perfect score," he applauded. Lenny beamed with 
pride. • 

"You all have 
really worked 
hard. I'm very 
proud of you,'' 
Pastor Porpoise • 
congratulated the 
Bible drill team. 

After the drill, 
Lenny invited 
the other Cove 
Kids to go to 
the Nibble Hook 
snack bar to celebrate. "I'll buy the milkshakes,'' he said. 

"You sure do know your Bible verses, Lenny," Seamore said as 
the group sat down at a table. 

"Seamore and I both missed some calls, but you got every one 
right," Sunny added. 

"I sure did!" Lenny exclaimed, grinning ear to ear. 
"Well, I'm finished,'' Craig Crab said, after gulping down his 

milkshake. "Let's go have some fun," he added. 
"That will be 7 puka shells," the waitress said as he headed 

for the door. 
"Lenny is paying for everybody's shake today," Craig explained. 
"That's right, Lenny nodded. "I'll take care of it," he said, 

reaching into his pocket. "35 pijka shells,'' he announced as he 
picked up the bill. "Hey, this must be my lucky day. She only 
charged us for five milkshakes." 

"But there were six of us,'' Seamore corrected. 
"I know, but that was her mistake,11 Lenny replied. 
"Don't you think you should tell her?" Seamore asked. "It 

should have been 42 puka shells." 
"You're such a do-gooder," Lenny chided. 
"I just don't think we should cheat her out of the money that 

we owe,'' Secimore replied. 
"Well, I deserve a free shake," Lenny snapped. "After all, I 

did get all the Bible verses right." 

Treasure 
Hunt 

What problem did Lenny Lobster 
have at the Nibble Hook? 

Why did Seamore Seahorse think 
Lenny was wrong? 

What did Sunny Starfish mean 
when she called Seamore the 
"real winner"? 

Read Psalm 119:11 together. 

Seamore sat at the table, 
thinking about what had just 
happened. Then,_he reached 
into his pocket, counted out 
7 puka shells and handed 
them to the waitress. 

Sunny, who was watching 
him from the door, walked 
back to the table. "You did 

• the right thing," she smiled. 
"Lenny may have known 
all the verses, but I think 
you're the real winner." 

1 I -----~~ Wt:'\/~ I /"IC::T TU~ ......... ....,.., t I' .... FIRST FIVE GAM 
OF THE SEASON, WE HAVEN'T eV1 
SCORED A RUN. l'M NOT SURE IF 

Bible Crosswords 
Across 
1 "_ and see" (John 1 :39) 
5 Town near Bethel (Joshua 7:2) 
6 "Them that _ in riches" 

(Mark 10:24) 
11 Valley near Jerusalem 

(Joshua 15:8) 
13 "_ is he" (Romans 14:22) 
14 Aluminum, chem. symbol 
15 Nashville's state, abbr. 
16 "I am the _ " (John 14:6) 
18 "Trees of the Lord are full of 

_ " (Psalms 104:16) 
19 Large stringed instruments 
21 Do, _ ,mi 
22 "We beheld his 

(John 1 :14) 
24 "Like a refiner's 

(Malachi 3:2) 
26 East Indies, abbr. 
27 "Whoseover _ in him 

should not perish" (John 3:16) 
31 "A great __ dragon" 

(Revelation 12:3) 
33 "Unto the _ of the earth" 

(Acts 13:47) 
34 Resound 
35 "The_ of death is sin" 

(1 Corinthians 15:56) 
37 "To sit up _ " 

(Psalms 127:2) 
38 "When _ the king hiid 

heard these things, he was 
troubled" (Matthew 2:3) 

40 "Naphtali is a_ let loose" 
(Genesis 49:21) 

43 Calendar numbers 
46 Victory in Europe, abbr. 
47 "He was _ the worJd" 

(John 1:10) 
49 Accomplish 

Last week's solution 

© 1999 Barbour Publishing 

VE EVEN MADE IT TO FIRST BAS 
SOMEONE PRAYING FOF< PATIE:1 

52 "He _ , and denied not" 
(John 1 :20) 

56 "Made it a_ of thieves:' 
(Matthew 21 :13) 

57 "No man hath 
(John 3:13) 

58 Road, abbr. 

Down 
1 "Poured out the _ money" 

(John 2:15) • 
2 "Took no _ with them" 

(Matthew 25:3) 
3 St. Paul's state, abbr. 
4 "He cannot __ into the 

kingdom of God" (John 3:5) 
5 "I_ the living bread" 

(John 6:51) 
6 "Father, glorify _ name" 

(John 12:28) 
7 Egyptian sun god 
8 _ and downs 
9 "He that _ his rod" 

(Proverbs 13:24) 
10 Kind, variety 
12 "Glory as of the _ ·_ of 

the Father"(John 1 :14) 
(2 words) 

16 "The _ was made by him" 
(John 1 :10) 

17 "Love one another, _ I 
have loved you" (John 15:12) 

19 Company, abbr. 

By Rebecca Souder 

20 "Go thy way; thy son _ " 
(John 4:50) 

23 "As much as~- in you" 
(Romans 12:18) 

24 Iron, chem. symbol 
25 "As many as _ _ him, to 

them gave he power" · 
(John 1 :12) 

28 Printer's measure 
29 "I · ... was in the __ that is 

called Patmos" 
(Revelation 1 :9) 

30 " __ fast that which is good" 
(1 Thessalonians 5:21) 

32 "Jesus Christ, Who __ for 
us" (1 Thessalonians 5:9- 10) 

36 Gun lobbyists, abbr. 
39 Eastern seaboard state, abbr. 
41 " __ man spake like this" 

(John 7:46) 
42 Type style 
44 Correspondence enclosure, 

abbr. 
45 Doctorate degree, abbr. 
48 Negative votes 
50 Committee for Economic 

Development, abbr. 
51 "To this __ I was born" 

(John 18:37) 
53 State where man first flew, 

abbr. 
54 Far East, abbr. 
55 Northwest state, abbr. 



College Tuition Full Scholarship 
APPLY BY FEBRUARY 1, 201 1 

Parl<s _ Baptist Scholars Program 
The full tuition Parl<s Baptist Scholarship is the most prestigious 
scholarship offered by Georgetown College. Established as a tribute to 
Bowling Green, KY, physician and former trustee Dr. Paul Parks '4 3 and his 
late wife, Phyllis, the Parks Baptist Scholarship annually recognizes 
four .highly qualified students who . exhibit intellectual curiosity, 
global awareness and an appreciation of their Baptist-Christian heritage. 
It is available to students pursuing undergraduate degrees in preparation 
for lifelong learning, teaching and Christian service. 

For more information on overall qualifications and to receive an 
application for the fall 201 1 Parks Baptist Scholars Program, contact: 

. Office of Admissions 
800-788-9984 

ad m issions@georgetowncol lege. ed u 

400 East College Street 
Georgetown, KY 40324 

www.georgetowncollege.edu 
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