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Kentucky Baptist Evangelism Conference 2011

‘More for Christ’ theme permeates event

Elizabethtown—In the first gath-
ering of the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention’s “More for Christ” era, ap-
proximately 1,300 state church lead-
ers gathered in Elizabethtown last
week for the annual Kentucky Bap-
tist Evangelistm Conference.

Focusing on the “More for Christ”
theme, adopted by KBC messengers
as a convention-wide focus to ful-
fill the Great Commission, sever-
al Southern Baptist speakers chal-
lenged Kentucky ministers to look
inward while taking the gospel of
Christ outward.

“WWJD?” isn’t just four letters
on a popular bracelet. It’s a question
all Christians must ask when trying
to reach this generation for Jesus
Christ, pastor Fred Luter urged.

“What would Jesus do about

this generation?” the pastor of New
Orleans’ Franklin Avenue Baptist
Church asked Kentucky Baptists.

Noting that Southern Baptist en-
tities like the seminaries, LifeWay
Christian Resources and the North
American Mission Board have plen-
ty of ideas for how to reach the lost,
Luter recommended consulting an
expert on the topic: Jesus Christ.

Luter pointed out three traits of
Jesus’ ministry on earth, described
in Matthew 9:35-38 that Christians
today must adopt in order to reach
the unchurched.

mJesus was concerned. “Jesus had
a genuine concern for people,” Lut-
er said. “People are not just a statis- -
tic to Jesus.”
. mJesus was compassionate. Al-
0 See Conference speakers ... Page 2

“I believe God has
a plan for you,
and He wants you
to bring fruit to
His table.”

SBC Executive Committee
President Frank Page

Page 2

“The Bible doesn’t
describe the gift of
| evangelism; it talks
about the
responsibility of
evangelism.”

LifeWay Research President
~ Ed Stetzer

Page 3

NAMB Week of
Prayer missionaries
Tam and Marla Polak By Mickey Noah

North American Mission Board

Indianapolis—Robert Maul is the modern-
day version of the widow best known for her
“mite,” who Jesus described in the Gospel of
Luke as having “put in more than all of them.
For all these people have put in gifts out of
their surplus, but she out of her poverty has
put in all she had to live on.”

A 62-year-old, tall, slender African Ameri-
can, Robert foraged the sidewalks, curbs and
streets of Indianapolis, pocketing lost coins—
picking up a penny here, a nickel or a dime
there. His painstaking work—all on foot—
would add up to a sacrificial $25 contribu-
tion to the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering.
Also, Robert was homeless.

Poor in the pocketbook but not in spirit,
Robert is a former heroin addict who liked to

NAMB missionary Polak busy
reaching Indy’s inner city

ed States, Canada and their territories sup-
ported by the Annie Armstrong Easter Of-
fering for North American Missions. They
are among the NAMB missionaries featured
as part of the annual Week of Prayer—tlus
week—March 6-13.

With the theme of “Start Here,” the goal
of this year’s Annie Armstrong Easter Offer-
ing is $70 million, 100 percent of which ben-
efits missionaries like the Polaks.

“Robert came to a block party we had
about a year ago,” Tom Polak recalled. “He
came, had his lunch, listened to music and
somewhere along the line, somebody wit-
nessed to Robert and shared the gospel. He .
was saved that day, a Saturday. The next day,
Robert was in our church service and he be-
gan to come every Sunday.

“He was baptized and he’s been very faith-

_ fight. He served five different sentencesinan ful,” Polak said of Robert. “Now, a year later,
Indiana penitentiary. He slept under bridg- you see the growth in him—he’s very genu-
es and interstate overpasses. But through ine, very sincere. He’s really been quite an en-
the ministry of missionary Tom Polak—joint- couragement to me to see what God can do in
_ ly funded by the North American Mission a person’s life.”

Board and the State Convention of Baptists in In 1995, Tom and Marla Polak left a Kan-
Indiana—Robert was redeemed by the Lord. sas City, Mo., ministry for Indianapolis,
~ Tom and Marla Polak are only two of where Polak began serving as director of the
- more than 5,000 missionaries in the Unit- [ See NAMB's Polak serves ... Page 6

) MARCH 6-13, 2011

(e?7/RMSTRONG ~ START HERE.

L7 EASTER OFFERING®
DA b . NATIONAL GOAL: 370 MILLION
FOB. NORTH AMERICAN MISSIONS W ANNIEARMATRONG CO%




2

KENTUCKY

SBC leader warns against
‘tragedy of uselessness

By Robin Bass
- Partnership Editions Director

said often is “glossed over,” the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion Executive Committee president recalled one of Jesus’
messages of warning and promise to those at the Kentucky
Baptist Evangehsm Conference in Elizabethtown last week.
This parable “has power,
Page said. “It has an expression
of hope that we must hear.”
In the biblical account found
- in Luke 13, Jesus tells the story of
a rather unproductive fig tree.
The so<called fruit-bearing tree
‘has been barren for three years
wasting valuable soil and space

the owner commands the tree to
be cut down.
Like the fig tree, Page said ev-
ery person was planted in this
‘ life for a purpose—to bear fruit.
1 beheve God has a plan for every man, woman (and)
child on this earth—to give you a hope and future,” Page
_continued. “I believe God has a plan for you, and He wants
you to bring fruit to His table. I believe there are people He

Frank Page

wants you to lead to Christ, and He wants you to brlng that

soul into the kingdom. :
~ “I'believe your church has a purpose. I believe this con-
vention has a purpose. It is to bring forth fruit for the king-

dom of God. No, it’s not just to do a bunch of programs and

rearrange the chairs on the Titanic.”

But turning people’s focus to everythmg except bearing
the fruit of leading others to Christ is exactly what South-

ern Baptists are doing, Page said. =
“Satan has a plan,” Page noted. “As long as he can keep
us occupied with secondary and tertiary issues and not con-

.centrating on-what really matters, he’s won the battle, We
_ don’t have to do anything wrong. We just have«io not do 2

what's right.”

The fig tree became an object of hmdrance much hkev

regular church folks who are not guilty of some egregious
crime—they just do nothing.
“I believe, to Jesus, the crime of all crimes is uselessness,”

Page said. “Satan’s plan is to take someone from excitement

to uselessness. He’s got a plan beyond that. He wants to
move them into negativity. It's his plan and he’s good at it.
There are some of us that are one tragedy away from use-
lessness.”

Page spoke of the tragedies in his own life, first losing
his mother and then his oldest daughter more than a year
ago. Page said he understands the meaning of suffering, but
God’s grace, while never abundant, always was sufficient.

“Jesus teaches us much about suffering. He said some-
times we do cause our own suffering; that sometimes suf-
fering is a direct result of something we did or did not do,”
Page explained.

Jesus said sometimes you suffer not because of what you

did wrong but because of what you did right. “Suffering

comes for many reasons,” Page said, explaining how first
Jesus had to refute bad theology that states where there is
suffering there is much sin.

. While suffering might not always be an mdlcator of sin, ,'
Page said uselessness certainly is. It is a sin that destroys and
zaps one’s spiritual vitality. “It is a sin that will destroy the

inner power of any church of any family of any person.

“What do you and I deserve?” Page asked. “To be cut

down and cast out? I know that’s what I deserve.”
But the message of hope is that like the gardener who in-

terceded on behalf of the fig tree, Jesus is asking his Father

to give Southern Baptists one more chance, Page noted.
' “I believe right now (Jesus) is saying to the Lord about
Kentucky Baptists, ‘Father let’s give them another chance.’

And He’s saying it about you personally. ‘Let’s give that
man, that woman, another opportunity. Maybe they need
a little fertilizer and then maybe Father they will bear fruit

next year. Just maybe that church will come alive. They

But Page cautioned: “Don’t youv ever beheve that.

“Idon’t believe the best days of Kentucky Baptists are in
_the past,” he said. “I don’t believe the best days of the South-
ern Baptlst Oonvenuon—-as messed up as we are—are in the

Elizabelhtuwn——Preachmg from a parable that Frank Page'

in the garden. In his frustration,

think their best days are behind. ‘I‘hey re just holdmg on
_until Jesus takes them home.” =
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Presenters stress church community

Elizabethtown—In speaking to Ken-
tucky Baptist church leaders at last
week’s Evangelism Conference,
Mark Mittelberg, former evangelism
director at Willow Creek Communi-
ty Church in Ilinois and author of
“Becoming a Contagious Christian,”
addressed the tendency of most
Christians to say evangelism is some-
one else’s job.

Defining it as a “spiritual math
problem,” Mittelberg asserted, “If we
are going to reach a community for
Christ, the ratios are wrong in terms
of how many of our people typically
enroll in the enterprise of fulfilling
the Great Commission.”

In most churches, only two out of
100 people say they have the gift of
evangelism, he noted, “Let’s be hon-
est: Half of those are obnoxious.”

But if the church is serious about
reaching its community for Christ,
“somehow we’ve got to figure out
how to unleash the entire congrega-
tion,” he said.

One problem, he said, is taking
a particular model of evangelism
and saying everyone has to do it
that way:

“Let’s quit pointing ﬁngers at
each other,” Mittlelberg urged.
“Let’s realize we are all members of
the church to which Christ gave the
Great Commission. We are all called
to this adventure of evangelism.”

“Today, we are sitting around
strategizing and about to have a ner-
vous breakdown on how to reach
all these different subgroups,” said
Herb Reavis, pastor of Florida’s
North Jacksonville Baptist Church.

“Isn’t the issue really what kind
of church does God want?” he asked,
“because if God doesn’t show up, you
can’t have church.”

Pointing to Revelation 1:9, Reavis

asserted that the kind of church God
attends produces a dynamic Chris-
tian. “The goal of the church is to
see people coming to a saving knowl-
edge of Jesus Christ and become de-
voted, fully functioning, mature dis-
ciples of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Reavis urged pastors to teach
their people that pressure produc-
es perseverance and that God priz-
es faithfulness.

The church God attends also
gathers on a special day—the Lord’s
Day—fulfills the unique responsibili-
ty of being light in the darkness, and

- worships a living Savior, providing

hope and courage, Reavis said.

Native Kentuckian Rick Hower-
ton, despite growing up a preach-
er’s kid, said he didn’t experience
true Christian community until he
stepped on the Morehead State Uni-
versity campus.

“I found a group of believers
that was so excited and so unified
and so passionate about Jesus,” re-
called Howerton, who now devel-
ops small-group cirricula for Seren-
dipity House.

Church growth is dependent
upon a “healthy Christian commu-
nity,” he said.

In addition to the five characteris-
tics of the early church described in
Acts 2, Howerton said there are four
other traits churches must adopt to
promote biblical community.

mUnderstand the difference be-
tween running an organization and
creating a community. “Are we run-
ning an organization or are we see-
ing lives transformed?” Howerton
asked.

mMake disciples, not just church
members. “There’s a huge differ-
ence between signing people up and
growing people up,” he said, adding

Conference speakers focus on

- Continued from page 1

though Jesus was both fully God
and fully man, the compassion He
showed toward others revealed the
Savior’s human side, Luter said.

“Jesus felt sympathy for the peo-
ple,” Luter noted. “Jesus saw their
lostness and was moved with com-
passion.”

mJesus sent out a:'challenge. In
Matthew 9:38, Jesus tells His follow-
ers to pray for more laborers to reap
the harvest. “Notice that the chal-
lenge is not to the government,” Lut-
er pointed out. “The challenge is to
the followers of Jesus.

“If we're going to fulfill the Great
Commission, ... you must accept the
challenge of Jesus Christ,” Luter de-
clared. “Let’s break the huddle, get
out of the four'walls and go.”

Alvin Reid, too, shared some in-
sights for reaching the coming gen-
eration with the gospel.

“We in the United States of Amer-
ica are the fourth largest lost nation
in the world,” noted Reid, a profes-
sor of evangelism and student min-
istry at Southeastern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary. “We are a mission
field.”

The U.S. is becoming increasing-
ly more urban and ethnically di-
verse, and Christianity now is a glob-
al faith, he observed. The typical
Christian no longer is a white, West-
ern male, but is just as much a Lat-

in, teenage female or a sub-Saharan
African male, he noted.
Baptists are good at sharing the

' gospel with those whom they have

something in common, who have a
church background or a favorable
disposition toward Christians, or
who share their worldview, he ac-
knowledged. But that population is
shrinking and “we have before us
a generation many of whom don’t
know Christ.”

“If we are going to learn to reach
this increasingly lost culture, we are

' going to have to engage, involve, en-

ergize and send out younger peo-
ple,” Reid said, noting the poten-
tial for today’s youth to become the
greatest missionary force in history.

Reid suggested four principles
from Acts 11: share the unchang-
ing truth, but do it differently and
on their turf; focus more on move-
ments and less on maintaining in-
stitutions; focus on life transforma-
tion over behavior modification, and
share from a position of humility,
not entitlement.

“God presents all of us with a
distinct call,” said Richard Harris,
former vice president of the North
American Mission Board’s sending
missionaries group. “And we’re not
becoming what I think God wants
us todo.”

Harris presented three steps in
becoming partners in God’s purpose

that spiritual growth resolves the
immaturity that so often impedes-
the creation of community.

mCreate an environment of grace.
“Biblical community cannot exist
in an environment where grace has
been eradicated,” Howerton noted.

mBe willing to protect the church.
In many cases, church leaders pull
back from discipline within their
congregations, Howerton lament-
ed. “We sometimes have to deal with
the difficult people, lest we keep ev-
eryone else from experiencing the
beauty of Christian community.”

Georgia evangelist Steve Hale
spoke words of encouragement for
pastors confronted by disappoint-
ment in their ministries.

“When God called you, he gave
you a dream regarding your fu-
ture ministry,” Hale noted. “But a
lot of time, the vision we had for
ministry is inconsistent with where
we actually are.”

Ministers today, Hale said, are
experiencing the same disappoint-
ment Joseph felt in his relationships
with family, with people he thought
were his friends and in his finances.

“God wants to teach us forgive-
ness in the midst of our isolation, ...
fidelity in the midst of our injustic-
es, ... faith in the midst of the indif-
ference that dominates so many of
our congregations,” Hale said.

“When God called us to preach,
He did not call us to entertain our
congregations or to reflect the shift-
ing standards or to preach the legal
correctness of our time. He instruct-
ed us to preach the word. ... God’s
more concerned about what He’s do-
ing in you, than what you are doing
for Him.”

Compiled from reporting by Western Recorder
staff members ¢

gospel sharing

to share the gospel, beginning with
the heart.

mDedicated preparation for a
partnership with the Lord.

Believers are commanded to set
Christ apart in their hearts as Lord,
Harris said. “If He’s Lord in your
heart, He’ll be Lord in your home,
Lord in your church, Lord- in your
business and Lord in anything else.”

Without placing the will of Jesus
first, Harris said the other pieces of
life won’t fit.

mCourageous declaration in ful-
filling Christ’s purpose.

. “How long has it been since some-
one came up to you and said, ‘Tell
me brother: What do you have that
I don’t have?’ If they aren’t asking
you, then we’re back at point one.”

Harris said the world is looking to
Christians for answers and each be-
liever must be ready to give a reason
for their hope in Jesus.

sHumble manifestation for those
who become partners in purpose.

Gentleness and respect, Harris
said, is how to spread the gospel.

“One reason the lost world’s not
listening to us, is we come at them
like we've got chainsaws in our
hands saying repent or go to hell,” he
said. “We've got to learn how to do it
frankly, not compromise the word,
and do it with love and grace.”
-.Compiled from reporting by Western Recorder
staff members
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Stetzer to Ky. pastors: ‘Do your work in evangelistic ways’

By Drew Nichter
News Director

Elizabethtown—"“Nobody has the gift of
evangelism.”

Citing a recent Barna Research study,
Ed Stetzer-said only 1 percent of Chris-
tians claimed to have the gift of evange-
lism. Comparing that to 4 percent who
professed that same gift five years earli-
er, Stetzer compared evangelism to an un-
wanted Christmas present.

“Evangelism is the gift that people keep
returning,” the president of LifeWay Re-
search told the crowd at last week’s Ken-
tucky Baptist Evangelism Conference.

“Nobody wants the gift of evangelism
because it’s hard,” he pointed out. “The
Bible doesn’t describe the gift of evange-
lism; it talks about the responsibility of
evangelism.”

Echoing Paul’s exhortation to Timo-
thy in 2 Timothy 4:5 to “do the work of an
evangelist,” Stetzer urged Kentucky Bap-
tist ministers to.do their work “in evange-
listic ways.” :

“We're in an age where evangelism has
fallen on hard times,” Stetzer said.

Recent membership trends for the
Southern Baptist Convention show the de-
nomination in a slow decline. However, SBC
numbers actually have been regressing for
decades before, and if trends continue, the

New KBC survey
answers the question:

By Ken Walker
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Louisville—There may not be a “magic
bullet” for Sunday school growth, but ac-
cording to the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion’s Sunday school director, a collection
of small steps can make a big difference
in reaching more people with the love of
Christ and helping them grow into disci-
ples.

Through a recent survey, Darryl Wilson
said he discovered that the difference be-
tween a church that is growing instead of
declining in the number of people partic-
ipating in Sunday school revolves around
five key areas: pursuing prospects, retain-
ing members, quality teaching, starting
new classes, and leaders who take time to
plan. -
Wilson sent the 56-question survey to
1,440 churches where Sunday school atten-
dance had significantly grown or declined
from 2003 to 2008. Compiled in January,
the study generated 319 responses from
KBC congregations.

“Declining Sunday schools are doing
some but not all” of the five focus areas,

EACH ONE UNIQUE A new survey conducted by Kentucky Baptist Convention Sunday school director
Darryl Wilson suggested children’s Sunday school classes like this one presents a completely set of.
challenges than those for adults if they are to grow.

convention will enter a “protracted period
of decline,” Stetzer pointed out.

The primary factor, he said, is Southern
Baptist churches are much less evangelisti-
cally effective than they were 50 years ago.

In too many churches, Stetzer said, ac-
tive and creative outreach has replaced ef-
fective evangelism.

The LifeWay Research president offered
three suggestions for how church leaders
might better do their work in evangelis-
tic ways.

Action. The Bible “doesn’t tell us to do
outreach, it tells us to do the work of an
evangelist,” Stetzer noted.

Oftentimes, without notice, outreach
becomes the enemy of evangelism. Out-
reach can take many creative forms—“mov-
ies, mailers and momentum”—Stetzer said,
but evangelism “involves the proclamation
and the communication of the good news
from one individual to another or to more
than one,” he added.

“Evangelism involves .a bloody cross
and an empty tomb—and you telling them
aboutit.” :

Although the world has become more
hostile to the gospel message, that does not
absolve Christians’ of the responsibility to
keep sharing it, Stetzer said. “It takes action
on our part.”

Labor. With so many Southern Baptist

LIKE AN EVANGELIST Ed Stetzer urges Kentucky
Baptist church leaders to do their work “in-evan-
gelistic ways.” (Photo by Robin Bass)

churches winning no one to Christ, Stetzer
suggested the fault often lies with the pas-
tors.

. “They themselves are not winning any-
one to Jesus,” he said. “You cannot lead
what you do not live.”

In many instances, church leaders spend
most of their time with fellow believers and
are surprised when their relationships do
not result in new Christians.

“Holiness is separation from sin, not
separation from sinners,” Stetzer said. “I'm
hoping they accuse you (of) what they ac-
cused Jesus of: spending too much time
with sinners.”

‘Why do growing Sunday s

Wilson said. “A growing one is more likely
to be doing them all well.

“Sometimes in a declining Sunday
school the outreach is good; there will con-
tinually be new members. But the retention
side is terrible. A lot of people are going out
the back door,” he explained.

The survey evaluated a variety of factors.
Among them were whether a church ade-
quately budgets for Sunday school, trains
new teachers, promotes “high attendance”
Sundays, has regular planning sessions,
and sets expectations for staff.

It even looked at seemingly minor mat-
ters such as whether classes start on time
(they do in growing churches), and how
they arrange chairs (growing ones usually
meet around tables).

Wilson had help distributing and col-
lating responses, but he analyzed the data
himself. His doctoral studies included anal-
ysis of a study of more than 800 responses.

KBC’s Sunday school director said he
became interested in a statewide probe af-
ter reading about similar studies in recent
years by noted Sunday school expert Josh
Hunt and the Georgia Baptist Convention.

“I needed to

look and see
what churches
had plateaued
and declined,
and ask: ‘Why
did growing churches
gI‘OWP’” Darryl Wilson, Sunday school

department director for the
Kentucky Baptist Convention

“One of the Kentucky Baptist Connect
goals is to be able to help 500 non-growing

. Sunday schools grow by at least six percent

by 2013,” Wilson said. “I needed to look and
see what churches had plateaued and de-
clined, and ask: ‘Why did growing church-
es grow?”

Ross Ramsey, church leadership strate-
gist for LifeWay Christian Resources, said
the Kentucky survey came to the same con-
clusions as Georgia’s. He added that new
data coming from a trusted source will
help Kentucky pastors see the value of its
conclusions.

“It reinforces the idea that to build a
church you have to build an infrastructure,
which takes time,” Ramsey said. “At the end
of the day, it takes men and women willing
to” work.

Wilson reviewed the findings in a seven-
part series on his blog, Sunday School Rev-
olutionary, found at www.KyBaptist.org|
Revolutionary. -

The final post includes sugnmaries of the
five key areas:

Prospects. Sunday schools must orga-
nize and implement practices that build re-
lationships, provide care and lead to invita-
tions. This is reflected in “high attendance”
Sundays, prospectlists, worship guest regis-
tration and visitation.

Retention. In some churches, salvation

Unfortunately, that often is not a popu-
lar practice among church members—the

‘pastor hanging out with sinners. “Some-

times the choice you’re going to have to
make is whether or not to love the lost or
love the opinion of your church members,”
Stetzer warned.

Focus. Ministers must maintain the fo-
cus of an evangelist in the communities
they’re called to serve, Stetzer noted.

According to the New International
Greek Testament Commentary, in 2 Tim-
othy 4:5, Paul encourages Timothy to con-
tinue evangelizing even though he’s “in a
more settled situation.”

In other words, Timothy is serving a
“more churched area,” Stetzer pointed out.
And “you’re in a more churched area than
Timothy was,” Stetzer told pastors.

He said church leaders too often chal-
lenge members simply to recruit their
friends and family to the church building
so someone else can share the gospel with
them.

Christians are not called to be “agents of
recruitment, but agents of reconciliation
to a world that is dead in its trespasses and
sins,” Stetzer said. '

It’s OK to use outreach tools, “but make
sure that you and your people are ready to
announce the good news of the gospel,” he
urged.

ools grow?

decisions in worship mask the fact that
people are leaving faster than they are join-
ing. Growing Sunday schools give attention
to current enrollees.

Teaching. Life-changing Bible study and
changed lives are attractive. Good teaching
includes arriving early on Sundays, plan-
ning, training, and even starting class on
time.

New classes. More classes translate into
more people to care for, teach and reach.
They require such things as training new
teachers and offering off-campus Bible
studies.

Planning. Growing Sunday schools in-
clude leaders who understand the impor-
tance of high expectations. The leading re-
quirements: spending time together, plan-
ning meetings, setting goals and leader
training.

One of the challenges for declining Sun-
day schools is they tend to be part of declin-
ing churches. Wilson said leaders can ad-
dress that problem through training and
leadership. '

“Some of it is providing encourage-
ment,” Wilson said. “With preschool, chil-
dren and youth teachers, make sure they
have enough leaders to encourage them, in-
vite them to fellowships and pray for them.
That is likely to keep encouraging them.”

Wilson noted he is willing to meet with
associations to further discuss the sur-
vey. An immediate opportunity to learn
more about the study is during the ongo-
ing Growing Ministries Tour. The multi-
plecity conference meets next March 10
at First Baptist Church of Whitesburg and
concludes March 24 at Living Hope Bap-
tist Church in Hopkinsville. For a complete
list of tour stops, visit www.KyBaptist.org|
Growing.

While Sunday school growth isn’t sim-
ple, with a multi-faceted effort it is possi-
ble, Wilson said. ’

“You can’t be focused on one thing, you
have to plug as many leaks as possible,” he
explained. “Slow it down to the ones you
can do—making contracts, following up
and caring for people.
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‘Start Here’

The theme for this year’s Annie Armstrong Easter Offer-
ing for North American Missions emphasis is “Start Here.”
It is based on Matthew 9:36-38: “When (Jesus) saw the
: crowds, He had compassion on them, be-
Partners il cause they were harassed and helpless,
me Missiﬂ“ like sheep without a shepherd. Then He
said to His disciples, ‘The harvest is plen-
tiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord
of the harvest, therefore, to send out work-
ers into His harvest field.”” We need to get
started! .
“Start Here” because Jesus is our exam-
ple of compassion for people who are vul-
nerable in lostness and do not know how
to find God’s plan for their lives. As we
draw close to Jesus, His compassion will be
evident in our lives.
“Start Here” because Jesus said there is an abundant har-
vest. It is in neighborhoods all over Kentucky that increas-

By Bill Mackey

ingly are comprised of people from other states and coun- .

tries. We cannot connect with this mission field unless we
are consistently connecting with Jesus and His heart for
people.

“Start Here” because Jesus commanded us to pray to the
Lord for harvest workers. In the next chapter of the gospel,

Jesus sends out His disciples, door to door, to share His mes-.

sage. Jesus said the Holy Spirit would guide them and teach
them what to say.

During last week’s Kentucky Baptist Evangelism Confer-
ence, Ed Setzer, LifeWay Research director, challenged us
from 2 Timothy 4:5 to do all our work in an evangelistic way.
He also referenced John 15:16 where Jesus said that He had
set us apart “to bear fruit.” Stetzer posed the question: If a
believer bears no fruit, is he or she truly following Jesus?

“Start Here” because there is an estimated 258 million
people in North American who do not know Christ.

NAMB’s sharpened focus is to equip-Southern Baptists to
start churches. A local church is the best place to reach and
disciple new believers and members.

Kentucky Baptists already have seen this in action. Over

the past six years, 23 High Impact Churches have been
planted across the state to reach the unchurched and un-
believers.

In Acts 1:8 Jesus said, “Start Here” but don’t Stop Here—
It’s also to Judea, Samaria and all the world.

Southern Baptists’ approval of the Great Commission Re-
surgence Task Force recommendations will result in a de-
crease in dollars from NAMB for Kentucky missions. Recent-
ly, we learned that NAMB will continue to help fund evan-
gelism, church planting and ethnic work in all state con-
ventions. The amount of that support depends on gifts giv-
en through the Cooperative Program and Annie Armstrong
Easter Offering.

All of us can “Start Here” by domg more in prayer, per-
sonal witnessing, ministry and giving through our local
churches to the honor and glory of Jesus Christ.

Bill Mackey is executive director of the Kentucky Baptist Convention.
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Conference speakers offer pmgnant pithy words

ighlighting the theme, “More for . Christ,”
Hlast week’s Kentucky Baptist Evangelism Con-
ference in Elizabethtown addressed such di-
verse topics as reaching the next generation, confront-
ing disappointment in ministry, the |,
tragedy of uselessness, building com-
munity, enrolling every member in |
the unexpected adventure of wit- |
nessing, and becoming the kind of |
church God attends. :
In addition to viewing a sneak
preview of the upcoming Sherwood
Pictures film, “Courageous,” partici-
pants surely gleaned from the event’s nine featured
speakers, 10 breakout sessions and a young leaders’
luncheon with LifeWay Research’s Ed Stetzer some
thought-provoking words of inspiration, challenge
and encouragement. Among those insights:
Alvin Reid, evangelism professor at Southeastern
Seminary, suggested telling young adults: “You were

~ made for this. God created you to worship Him and to

be part of a great movement, and every day if you fol-

_low Christ, you can wake up thinking, ‘Whether I'm

the butcher, the baker or the candlestick maker—re-
gardless of location or my vocation—I get to get out of
bed and live for Christ and advance His movement in
the way I treat people, in the way I serve people, in the
way I talk about Jesus and make Him famous.””

Steve Hale, a vocational evangelist from Woodstock,
Ga.: “There are seasons in our lives when we cannot
see the hand of God.” But “when the lights go out and
the darkness sets in, and you're inundated by disap-
pointment, it is not how you feel, but it’s Who you
know ... that makes the difference,” and “there’s no
better way to remove the darkness of disappointment
in ministry than by witnessing to others and pointing
them to the light.”

Ed Stetzer, author and director of LifeWay Research:
“We want proclamation and demonstration of the gos-
pel. ... The difficulty comes when it is easier to do the
demonstration of the gospel, (and) sometimes we be-
gin to pull back from the proclamation of the gos-
pel. The challenge is to remind ourselves to provoke
one another to love and good deeds, so we might be
about both demonstration and proclamation. In other
words, we should be, do and tell the Good News.”

Richard Harris, recently retired vice president of
the North American Mission Board: “We have this dis-
tinct call on our lives, and we find ourselves doing ev-
erything under the sun. Churches are more interested
in maintaining the status quo rather than in the King-
dom’s expansion. We're not becoming what I think
God wants us to do. ... We've got to get back to sowing

the seed. There’s a promise in this book that if we’ll
sow the seed, God will bring a harvest.”

Fred Luter, pastor of Franklin Avenue Baptist
Church in New Orleans: “My friends, if we’re going to

impact this world, if we’re going to
A"BI‘. impact this community, if we’re go-

ing to do more for Christ, we must
do what Jesus did.” That means be-
ing genuinely concerned about the
lost and the unchurched as well as
By Todd Deaton hav.ing compassion for others, he ex-
plained.
e Rick Howerton, small group con-
sultant for Serendipity House: “A perversion of Chris-
tian community alienates the unconvinced, but a bib-
lical community is dttractive even to the most cynical.
... If we want to grow a church, first we've got to build
a healthy, Christian community.”

Frank Page, president of the SBC Executive Com-
mittee: “Where’s the fruit? There wasn’t any. The (fig)
tree had done nothing wrong, but I believe to Jesus the
crime of all crimes is uselessness. ... I believe that sin
leads to the greatest waste of energy and effort in all
of the Kingdom of God. And, how many of our people
are guilty of nothing egregious and terrible, they just
do nothing?”

Mark Mittelberg, author and former evangelism di-
rector at Willow Creek Community Church in Chica-
go: “Here’s the deal I've learned: We are all weird in
different ways by God’s design. So, what we need to do
is learn how to unleash all of us in our own ‘wierdness-
es.” Teach everyone to be their own eccentric selves
and to share the gospel in ways that fit them.”

. Herb Reavis, senior pastor of North Jacksonville
(Fla.) Baptist Church: “Do you honestly think there is
a number that can impress God? For goodness sakes,
folks, He made galaxies! ... Do you think I'm going to
die and go to heaven, and St. Peter’s going say, ‘Whoa!
Go get the Lord. He’s here!’ ... and Moses is going to
step out from the crowd with tablets of stone and say,
‘Brother Reavis, will you sign my Bible?’ No siree, God
prizes faithfulness.”

This year’s state evangelism conference concluded
with a preview of the movie, “Courageous,” which will
open in theaters Sept. 30. By the same church that pro-
duced “Fireproof” and “Facing the Giants"—Sherwood
Baptist in Albany, Ga.—“Courageous” tells the story of
four police officers and their efforts to become better
dads. This is another film that churches will want to
rally around because, as its flyer claims, “What ‘Fire-
proof’ did for marriages—challenging spouses to hon-
or their commitment to God and to one another—

. ‘Courageous’ looks to do for families.”

Pastor, don’t ignore your family

to their families. One pastor told
me on the way to the airport with

By Jerry Drace

A young lady approached me
with a solemn, somber expression
in her brown eyes, trying to hold
back the tears, as I left the church
auditorium’s platform
after extending the in-
vitation.

“I have a personal request,” she
said in a trembling voice. “Would
you please speak to my daddy while
you are here?”

After inquiring about the reason,
the tears began to flow as she said,
“I am a cheerleader and my dad has
not been to any of my games this
season—and my brother plays on
the team as well. And he has not
taken Mom out on a date in over six
months. She is really hurting and
needs his attention.”

I saw the sadness and pain in
her face. Here was a young lady in
high school leading cheers for hun-

"FisT person I

if we could take time to visit with

dreds during the week and what she
needed was for her father to cheer
for her. The concern for her broth-
er and mother indicated that fami-
ly was very spec1al in her list of pri-

I told her I would be
appy to ask the pastor

her father during the weekend. She
looked at me with a degree of appre-
hension and said, “My father is the
pastor.” -

Since 1993, my wife, Becky, and I
have conducted some 300 Hope for
the Home Conferences. I have heard
many preachers’ kids make a sim-
ilar request. My father, ].T. Drace,
was a pastor for 60 years and I know
that look in the eyes of PKs when I
see it.

It is amazing how many pastors
spend time ministering to their
congregations and fail to minister

tears streaming down his cheeks,
“I spend more time with the oth-
er children and teens in my church
than I do my own children.” A pas-
tor of a mega-church shared with
me how he came home one night
from one of those “important com-
mittee meetings” to find a note
taped to the door of the refrigerator
which read, “I have taken the chil-
dren and gone. And you will nev-
er miss us.” Suddenly the size of
his church didn’t matter, or all the
boards on which he served. He suc-
ceeded in scaling the pastoral and
denominational peaks but failed to
reach the summit with his family.

- For all of us who have answered
God’s call to serve Him in a pro-
fessional capacity, may we be ever
.mindful that someone very close to
us may have a personal request. (BP)
Jerry Drace of Jackson, Tenn. has been in full-

time evangelism since 1975.
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Why do so many Americans support same-sex ‘marriage’?

By Albert Mohler Jr.

Why does same-sex “marriage” make sense to so many
people? The momentum toward the full legalization of
same-sex marriage seems to intensify with every passing
month—or even faster. The moral divide in this nation is
now seen most clearly in the distance between
those for whom marriage is exclusively hetero-
sexual and thus a settled issue and, on the o
er hand, those who honestly see the legalization of same-
sex marriage as a moral mandate required by justice.

Given the venerable status of marriage and its universal-
ly established heterosexual character—at least until recent-
ly—the burden of argument falls on the need to explain how
such a movement for a moral revolution gained credibility,
cultural mass and momentum. How did this happen?

A culture does not consist only of ideas and ideologies,
but no culture exists without them. Given the complexity
of any culture, a comprehensive map of these ideas, moral
intuitions and philosophies is impossible to create. Never-
theless, some patterns are clear enough. We can trace the
acceptance of same-sex marriage to at least three major
ideas that have been shaping the modern mind for some
time—and are held to some extent by both social liberals
and conservatives.

A progressivist understanding

One of the ideological engines of our social revolution is
the idea that history reveals a progressive liberation of peo-
. ples who have suffered oppression. In this view of history,
* one prejudice after another has fallen as we have come to
terms with the demands of justice. In the words of Martin
Luther King Jr., “The arc of the moral universe is long, but
it bends toward justice.”

In other words, history reveals an inevitable, though
tortuously long, arc toward justice and fairness. Over the
course of history, innumerable superstitions and preju-
dices have been discarded. Slavery, once considered a so-
cial and economic necessity on both sides of the Atlantic,

*was overcome in Western democracies. Women demanded

Benefits of credit cards

By Jeremy White

Any regular reader of this column knows that I've
often mentioned the dangers of credit cards. Unfortu-
- nately, many people have fallen prey
to the lure of easy credit and impulse

buying with credit cards.
The high interest rates on credit
| F I\I i\ N (4 j cards andgche significant late fees can

cause a tremendous burden on many

families. The credit card companies

know that people will spend more
with a credit card than they will with cash.

With the above warnings in mind, credit cards may
provide benefits. It’s not the use of credit cards that is
a problem, but their misuse. Here are some of the ben-
efits that usingcredit cards can provide—as long as you
pay off the entire balance each month:

mHolding on to your money longer. Depending
upon when you buy in the billing cycle, you may have
up to 45 or even 60 days until payment is actually due.

m Easier accounting. Credit card provides a tracking
of your purchases for entering into your budget or for
ayear-end summary.

m Rewards. Many credit card companies will pay you
a percentage of purchases either in cash, airline tick-
ets, or other merchandise rewards.

= Extended warranty protection. Some credit cards
provide additional warranties on purchases.

mTravel benefits. If you buy airline tickets or car
rental, you may have additional insurance provided.

m Saving postage. Calling toll-free numbers and pay-
ing with credit card or online can avoid postage.

= Replacement of damaged or stolen goods. Some
credit card companies provide additional protections
because of their relationships with the vendor in pro-
viding replacement coverage.

These benefits would be cancelled out if you paid
high annual fees, interest charges or late fees. If you
cannot be disciplined, then simply stay away from
credit cards entirely. As believers in the Lord, we don’t
place our dependence or gain any self-esteem from
having credit cards. You can'’t serve your Master and
your Master Card at the same time.

Jeremy White is a certified public accountant with Blythe, White &
Associates in Paducah.
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and were granted the right to vote. The world of Jim Crow
gave way to the world of racial integration and civil rights.
America has elected its first African-American president.
History marches on.

For obvious reasons, the movement to normalize homo-
sexuality attached itself to this idea of histor-
ical progress. This was a natural and inevita-
ble development, and those who formed the
strategy for this movement used the most powerful tools at
their disposal. The progressivist vision of history was there
for the taking, and the gay rights movement took it up with
enthusiasm.

Americans are naturally drawn to this understanding of
history. It plays to our belief that our generation is in some
way morally superior to the generations who preceded us.

Liberals feast on this understanding of history and make it

their main argument in any number of debates. But conser-
vatives are shaped by this narrative, as well. Conservatives
accept the undeniable fact that history tells a story that we
should celebrate at countless turns.

But the problem with the progressivist understanding
of history is that it cannot stand alone. It cannot be the only
narrative. There has to be some means of identifying what
is truly a manifestation of oppression and what is a struc-
ture necessary for human flourishing. If the only story we
have is the narrative of liberation from oppression, then,
as Karl Marx understood, all that remains is an unstoppa-
ble revolution that dissolves all bonds of relationship, kin-
ship, tradition and moral order. Should children be liberat-
ed from the authority of their parents? Should all prisoners
be liberated from their cells? Should human beings be lib-
erated from the obligations of family and kinship?

The progressivist understanding of history must be
checked by a recognition that liberation from oppression
is not the only true and compelling narrative. The affirma-
tion and preservation of moral obligations and commit-
ments must be the companion narrative. But, in order to
understand why so many among us see something as mor-
ally revolutionary and socially subversive as same-sex mar-
riage to be something to demand and champion, consid-

' er the fact that many of our friends and neighbors see

same-sex marriage as only the next logical step in overcom-
ing prejudice and discrimination. It is the only story they
know, and it is powerful.

A radical individualism

Paired with the progressivist understanding of histo-
ry is a vision of individualism that is virtually unprece-
dented in human experience. An affirmation of the impor-
tance of the individual is written into the fabric of modern
thought. Our understanding of human rights, of individu-
al liberty, and of personal responsibility are central to the
American self-consciousness. Add to this the fact that the
rise of the therapeutic worldview has recast human expe-
rience as a continuous project of individual self-discovery
and self-definition.

But, if individualism was central to the American expe-
rience from the beginning, the current form of this idea is

- far more radical than previous generations could imagine.

The current form of individualism includes the claim that
we can define ourselves even in terms of gender and sex.
This individualism is titanic in its reach, producing what
psychiatrist Robert Jay Lifton once described as the “Prote-
an Man.” We demand the total right to define ourselves.

Once again, we must recognize that the opponents of
same-sex marriage have also been drinking heavily at the
springs that feed this powerful idea. Many conservatives
have bought into their own form of expressive individu-
alism, taking refuge in the structures of social order only
when convenient, bending moral codes to our own individ-
ualistic demands, forfeiting moral obligations when they
conflict with our favorite project—ourselves.

The control on the destructive force of expressive indi-
vidualism is the reality of moral obligation and the good-
ness of true self-knowledge. As Christians know—and must
always remember—we are known before we ever emerge to
know. Our Creator knew us before we even came to be, and
He established our identity before we came to know our-
selves. True happiness can come only by embracing with
gratitude the identity we are given by the Creator. This
idea—now reaching even to sex and gender—is anathema
to the modern mind.

A claim of moral autonomy

Throughout most of human history, moral principles
were considered to be objectively true and inviolate. The
universe was understood to be ruled by a moral law estab-
lished by a divine Lawgiver and Judge. That understanding

Singles and death of a mother

By James Stillwell

Q: My mother recently died. My father died a few
years ago. My siblings also have died. Do you have any
words of advice for me as I, a single person, face my
own immediate future as well as any
long-term planning?

A: Your situation brings to mind a
helpful book by single adult Harold
Ivan Smith, “Grieving the Death of a
Mother,” in which he talks about the
process of dying, the time of passing,
the process of mourning, the rites of

burial, the journey of grief, and remembering and
honoring your mother. I recommend his books as gen-
tle guides through the sometimes turbulent journey
through “grief country.” A

Part of your situation is related to the journey of
“what to do with the rest of your life” when you may
be looking at the future without a spouse by your side.
While couples have one another to help them dia-
logue about their dreams for what God can do with
and through them throughout their mature years,
you may want to seek out a trusted pastoral adviser as
well as trusted friends to help you spiritually and men-
tally envision what that might look like.

As Paul alludes to in 1 Corinthians 7, you have free-
dom to serve God in ways that you might notif you had
a spouse. You need not ponder your hopes and dreams
in a vacuum. Reach out to wise people who can at least
part of the way take the journey with you.

To help you on your grief journey, think about what
good causes were near and dear to your mother. Per-
haps a memorial can be set up that will be a living
source of hope for people for many years to come.

Speak your mother’s name to others. Tell her sto-
ries. Recall her gifts to others that come rushing back
to your memories. Treasure and give thanks for those
memories. Plan for the rest of your life in such a way
that she would be proud, God will be honored, and the
world will be blessed.

. James Stillwell is minister to singles at Immanue/ Baptist Church in
Lexington. ¢

has given way to the belief that most, if not all, moral prin-
ciples are the products of social construction—we make
them up as we go along.

While most criticisms of moral relativism are directed
atindividual conduct, on the larger scale, the entire society
is increasingly convinced that moral principles must give
way to new understandings, findings and insights. When
this idea is:added to the progressivist understanding of
history and the radical form of modern individualism, we
have a recipe for moral revolution.

And, as with the other ideological factors we have con-
sidered, this one is also affirmed, to some degree, by both
liberals and conservatives. There can be no doubt that some
understandings of moral principle were indeed shaped by
prejudice and ignorance, leading to great human suffer-
ing. Fear of minorities has led to scapegoating and hatred,
cloaked in the language of moral rectitude. These things
must give way to moral progress and be denounced with
moral fervor.

But, once again, not all moral principles are examples
of oppression. To the contrary, human life is only possible
within the context of enduring moral laws and principles
that liberate all human beings to their true humanity. This
is where those who support same-sex marriage and those
who oppose it face each other across a huge gulf of under-
standing. One side sees a moral mandate to liberate mar-
riage from its heterosexual limitation. The other side sees
natural marriage as a liberating, God-given institution for
human flourishing. There is precious little shared ground
in this debate.

Same-sex marriage is not an idea that emerged from
a vacuum. The project of normalizing homosexuality has
deep roots and ideological momentum. The elites, the en-
tertainment culture, the news media and the educational
establishment celebrate all three of these ideas as central
to the modern experience and as ideological propulsion
into a better future.

So, when we wonder how it came to be that so many
among us now favor same-sex marriage, we must remem-
ber that, to some extent or another, virtually all of us have
embraced the ideas that make such a moral revolution
thinkable. And ideas, as Richard Weaver famously remind-
ed us, have consequences. (BP)

Albert Mohler Jr. is president of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Louisville.
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NAMB’s Polak serves inner city of Indlanapohs

Continued from page 1
Metro Baptist Center in the inner
city, and as pastor of Cornerstone
Christian Fellowship.

“We are here helplng peo-
ple, ministering to people, praying,
evangelizing and giving people a
place to go,” he said. “We minister
to the people who live in the down-
town Indianapolis area, who are
homeless, low-income people—peo-
ple who are struggling.”

Although 52-year-old Polak leads
an inner-city church and admits “we
don’t have a lot,” he encourages new
Christians like Robert to find a way
to give.

“These are people who them-
selves are standing on the corners
asking for money. These are people
who are homeless. But I encourage
them to give what they can to Annie
Armstrong. I tell them the money is
going to missionaries who are shar-
ing the gospel around the country.”

On that Sunday, Robert had a sur-
prise for Polak.

“Robert calls me over and he
hands me this large cylinder and
it has some weight to it. I asked
him what it was, and he told me it
was his offering. ‘I've been finding
this money and have been dedicat-
ing it to the Lord,” Robert told me. I
thought of the woman with the two
pennies who gave all she had,” Po-
lak recalled.

“That’s Robert.”

Polak said Christians don’t al-
ways meet the “Roberts” of the
world. “We may see them on the cor-
ner or may bump into them down-
town, but do we see them as peo-
ple who may have made mistakes,
maybe have issues or problems?
You know God loves these folks and
has a plan for them, and He can use
them in many ways.”

On a typical day, Metro Baptist

‘Center offers a food and clothing

pantry for the needy, as well as job
placement services and substance

ON THE STREETS Tom Polak (right), a North American Mission Board
missionary and pastor of Cornerstone Christian Fellowship in Indianap-
olis, street witnesses in downtown Indianapolis with church members
Mark Kline (left) and Joe Massey. (Photo by Ted Wilcox/NAMB)

NEW LIFE IN CHRIST NAMB missionary and pastor Tom Polak baptizes Joe Massey during a recent service at Cornerstone Chris-

tian Fellowship in downtown Indianapolis.

(Photo by Ted Wilcox/NAMB)

abuse assistance. Polak and his staff
not only try to minister to a person’s
physical needs, but also to their spir-

- itual needs.

“When a person comes in and
they are in need and hurting, they
see we're here for them. They see a
genuine concern in us,” Polak said.
“That makes them more open to
hearing the gospel and for prayer.
They’re more apt to open up and tell
you where they’re coming from and
what their real needs are.”

In addition to harvesting the
“Roberts” for Christ, Polak also is
encouraged by the mission groups—
seven last summer—that travel to
Indianapolis from Southern Bap-
tist churches around'the United

States—especially youth groups—us-
ing sports and construction minis-
tries to reach lost people.

Born and raised in Syracuse,
N.Y., Polak earned a bachelor’s de-
gree from Howard Payne Universi-
ty in Corpus Christi, Texas, and an
M.Div. degree from Midwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Kan-
sas City, Mo. Although he went to
school and served as a pastor in Tex-
as and Missouri, he said he’s more
comfortable in the North. 3

“I'm in a place where I feel God
has called me. I have a great assur-
ance that God wants me here for
this time and that’s a great feeling,”
he said. “I like using my talents and
abilities on the things God has gift-

ed me with, so I'm able to put them
into practice and help people.

“Indianapolis is a wonderful
city,” Polak added. “It’s a clean city,
an active city with many activities
and things to do. The Christian orga-
nizations here work together well.
We see tremendous needs of home-
lessness, mental illness and drug
addiction. But we’re trying to ad-
dress these issues. We have about 80
churches in central Indiana work-
ing together.”

Tom and his wife, Marla, a na-
tive of Topeka, Kan., an occupation-
al therapist and a graduate of the
University of Kansas, have five chil-
dren: Hannah, Rachel, Caleb, Mori-
ah and Joel.
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Study examines participation
of ethnic churches within SBC

By Erin Roach

Nashville, Tenn—The Southern Baptist
Convention’s Executive Committee re-
leased a review of ethnic church and eth-
nic church leader participation in the con-
vention Feb. 22, setting forth recommen-
dations “to foster conscious awareness of
the need to be proactive and intentional in.
the inclusion of individuals from all eth-
nic and racial identities within Southern
Baptist life.”

Based on a motion presented at the
2009 SBC annual meeting in Louisville,
an Executive Committee study group ex-
amined . “how ethnic churches and eth-
nic church leaders can be more actively
involved in serving the needs of the SBC
through-cooperative partnership on the
national level.” B

—'Hie group reviewed all resolutions ad-
) opt¢d at annual meetings regarding eth-
nic participation and relationships; ana-
lyzed the ethnic identities of program per-
sonalities on the platform at recent an-
nual meetings; studied the ethnic identi-
ties of entity staff, mission board person-
nel, seminary faculty and recent gradu-
ates; and heard testimonies from ethnic
leaders.

Also part of the study was a review of
the numbers of ethnic congregations and
ethnic members within the convention,
pictorial representations in convention
literature, coverage of ethnic diversity in
. convention publications and a review of
the ethnic identities of convention com-
mittees, boards and commissions.

The Executive Committee found that
on numerous occasions through resolu-
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tions adopted at annual meetings, the SBC

“Expressed a desire to see “greater ethnic

participation” in SBC life. The report in-
cluded 11 resolutions dating back to 1961.

“The convention has seen steady, sig-
nificant growth in the number of church-
es and church-type congregations iden-
tified as primarily non-Anglo congrega-
tions,” the report noted, adding that since
churches have never been asked to report
on the ethnic composition of their mem-
berships, it was impossible to know with
certainty the number of individual church
members of any ethnic group.

“In spite of the convention’s frequent
affirmations expressing its desire to see
greater ethnic involvement and participa-
tion in SBC life, the convention has not ad-
opted a consistent means by which it can
ascertain participation of ethnic churches
and church leaders in convention life,” the
report stated.

Few ethnic leaders in elected roles

Anecdotal testimony indicated that the
percentage of ethnic church leaders in-
volved in visible, elected roles in SBC life
has lagged behind the percentage growth
in the number of ethnic congregations.

“One reason for such a perceived lag ...
is that many of our ethnic brothers and sis-
ters have been more active in their respec-
tive ethnic fellowship ministries than in
local Baptist associational ministries and/
or cooperating Baptist state convention
ministries,” the report said.

Another reason for the perceived lag,
the Executive Committee found, is that
the convention had failed to develop a

broad-based strategy to keep the issue be-
fore convention leaders in the nominat-
ing and hiring processes at various levels
of the convention.

The Executive Committee, though, af-
firmed past processes in which the con-
cept of “quotas” was resisted, choosing in-
stead to support the selection of Southern
Baptists “who are well qualified, without
regard to any of the unalterable personal
characteristics* which God has bestowed
upon them.”

Recommendations for messengers

In light of its findings, the Executive
Committee will present a series of recom-
mendations to messengers at this year’s
SBC meeting in Phoenix, including re-
quests that:

mEntities annually submit a descriptive
report of participation of ethnic churches
and church leaders in the life and ministry
of each entity.

mThe SBC President’s Notebook given
to each newly elected president encourage
him to “give special attention to appoint-
ing individuals who represent the diversi-
ty within the convention, and particularly
ethnic diversity” among his appointees to
various committees.

. mThe SBC president report the total
number of appointees that represent the
ethnic diversity when names for commit-

LifeWay bookstores announce end to
warning labels for evangelical books

By Richard Yeakley
Nashville, Tenn—Southern Baptist book-

_stores have quietly suspended a 4-year-old

program that warned customers to read
with “discernment” books by several up-
and-coming authors whose books “could
be considered inconsistent with historical
evangelical theology.”

Chris Rodgers, the director of product
standards and customer relations for Life-
Way Christian Stores, said the warnings
were discontinued because they were “ir-
relevant to our customers.”

“There was little to no interest in it,”
Rodgers said. “No one asked about the au-
thors.”

The program flagged the writings of sev-
eral emergent authors with labels that ad-
vised readers to exercise caution and “ex-
tra discernment” when reading particu-
lar books.

The labels provided the address to a web-
site where readers could learn more about
the work or author; the website has since
been disabled.

The program recently came under at-

tack in a blog post from Christian musi-

cian Shaun Groves, who was upset that Life-
Way was willing to warn customers about a
book but still continued to sell it.

The label read: “Read With Discernment.
This book may contain thoughts, ideas or
concepts that could be considered incon-
sistent with historical evangelical theology.
Therefore we encourage you to read it with
extra discernment.”

LifeWay, the official publisher and book
store of the Southern Baptist Convention,
downplayed the program and the decision
to end it, saying the labels were not warn-

ings but rather an attempt to provide cus-

tomers with more information.

“They were not warnings; there is no
way at all you could read those as warn-
ings,” Rodgers said. “The program has been
called controversial, (but) the only real con-
troversy was the Groves blog.”

But some authors of the marked books,
including popular authors Rob Bell, Donald
Miller, Brian McLaren and William Young,
were happy with the decision to termmate
the program.

McLaren, a sometimes controver-
sial emergent author whose books were
flagged, said a decision to censor writings
by another Christian went against the Bap-
tist tradition of personal conscience.

“I think it is concerning when, especial-
ly a Baptist bookstore acts as if a central or-
ganization can make decisions on which
books are accepted and rejected,” McLar-
en said. “Yes, I am very pleased” to see it
ended.

Young, who wrote the New York Times
best seller “The Shack,” said he wasn’t both-
ered by the program, but still thought Life-
Way made “a good move” in ending it.

When Young heard his book had been
labeled, he shared a laugh with his family
and friends. “Like most people are saying,
‘Put it on every book, or you put it on no
book,”” Young said.

Young said he feels, however, that Life-
Way had good motives and understands the
difficulty of the company’s situation.

“Lifeway has a tough job. They have to
figure out how to be a part of a world in
which ideas are larger than their commu-
nity, but still maintain their allegiance to
their denomination,” Young said. (RNS)

tees are rjzleased.

mThe SBC President’s Notebook encour-
age the president to promote the selection
of annual meeting program personalities
that represent the ethnic diversity within
the convention.

mThe Committee on Order of Business
consider the ethnic identity of program
personalities for annual meetings.

mThe Committee on Nominations form
be amended to provide a place where a
nominee may indicate his or her ethnic
identity.

mThe Committee on Nominations in-
clude in its annual report the number of
individuals among its nominees that rep-
resent the ethnic diversity within SBC life.

mEntities give due consideration to the
recruitment and employment of qualified
individuals who reflect well the ethnic di-
versity within SBC life.

mThe Executive Committee, through
its various publications and news outlets,
continue to provide news coverage of in-
terest to individuals of all ethnic interests
and highlight what God is accomplish-
ing through Baptists of “every tribe and
tongue and people and nation.”

mThe Executive Committee receive a re-
port from EC staff each year during its Feb-
ruary meeting concerning the participa-
tion of ethnic churches and ethnic church
leaders in the SBC. (BP)

SBC to partner
with states for
CP promotion

Nashville, Tenn—The Southern Bap-
tist Convention will partner with a net-
work of state Baptist convention stew-
ardship directors to produce Coopera-
tive Program and stewardship materi-
als, according to Frank Page, president
of the SBC Executive Committee.

. Page’s announcement came late
last month at a meeting of the Stew-
ardship Development Association, a
national consortium of state steWard-
ship specialists.

“SDA will be our preferred provxd— ;
er for production of stewardship-and
. Cooperative Program materials,” Page
said. “You are much better at some
thmgs than we are. We can’t keep do-
ing what we've been doing.” '

Last November, as a cost-cutting
measure, Page eliminated the EC’s Co-
operative Program and stewardship di-
vision and moved responsibility for CP
promotion into his office. Several staff
positions were deleted in the move, in-
cluding those with primary responsi-
bility for production of CP materials.

The partnership is in keeping with
the Great Commission Resurgence re-
port adopted by the SBC last June.

Component Six of that report encour-
aged the EC to work with state conven-
tions in CP and stewardship education
and develop a strategy for increasing
church “participation and investment”
in the Cooperative Program. (BP)
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NAMB enlists partners for youth,
children’s missions initiatives

Alpharetta, Ga.—North American Mission Board
leaders announced recently they will partner
with fellow Southern Baptist entities in coor-
dinating missions programs for both children
and youth.

NAMB officials said the entity will partner

- with Woman’s Missionary Union

ecutive board at its March 24 meeting.

“We believe missions education is a key part
of equipping churches for reaching North Amer-
ica—and the world—for Christ,” said Kevin Ezell,
NAMB’s president. “This partnership means
churches will continue-to receive top-quality
material and it allows us to utilize

for the day-to-day operations of the

Royal Ambassadors missions edu- “We feel this will cus in this area.” :
cation organization. The mission NAMB will maintain its mis-
board also will begin collaborating allow us tO’ do.a sions education ministry assign-
with LifeWay Christian Resources INOI€ effective ]Ob ment, will continue to operate its
on the World Changers and Pow- in helpin Baptist Men’s ministry work and
erPlant student mobilization ini- ping will maintain close ties with the
tiatives. churches develop ~ development of Royal Ambassa-
The two partnerships follow o : dors curriculum.
NAMB’s recent organizational re- HHSSIOH.S education Meanwhile, the shift in respon-
structuring made to support the for children and sibility for World Changers and
entity’s “Send North America” tb 9 PowerPlant from NAMB to LifeWay
strategy to assist Southern Bap- youti. is scheduled for 2012, and will not

tists in reaching North Ameri-
ca through mobilizing and equip-
ping churches and missionaries for

Joy Bolton, Kentucky
WMU executive director

WMU’s expertise and singular fo-

affect the 2011 summer projects.
Under the partnership, World
Changers and PowerPlant will

evangelistic church planting.

Kentucky WMU Executive Director Joy Bolton
said the organization is excited about about
bringing the Royal Ambassadors program under
the WMU umbrella. RAs educates boys in grades
one through six about world missions.

“We feel this will allow us to do a more effec-
tive job in helping churches develop missions
education for children and youth,” Bolton said.

Previously offering missions curricula just
for girls, Bolton said Kentucky WMU now will
be a one-stop shop of sorts for churches seeking
missions education resources.

“It will make it easier for them in both or-
dering and receiving information and (getting)
help with leadership development,” she noted.

Bolton said the transition of bringing the RA
program into the WMU fold has not yet begun.
That process will be dictated by the group’s ex-

build on LifeWay’s existing student
mobilization efforts through Centrifuge and M-
fuge. However, while Centrifuge is geared more
as a summer worship and Bible study camp, and
M-Fuge is geared more toward a missions/camp
experience, World Changers and PowerPlant
have more proactive “hands-on” mission experi-
ences—offering students opportunities to share
the gospel and participate in church planting.

LifeWay President Thom Rainer said the part-
nership complements the vision held by both en-
tities to engage people at their place of need and
share the love of Christ.

“Streamlining our ministry endeavors in this
manner will only serve to advance our kingdom
effectiveness,” Rainer said. “Southern Baptists
will see the productivity of both of these great
outreach ministries escalate in the days ahead

through this partnership.” (BP)

Travel with other Baptists
and your Baptist Chaplain, Rev. Roy Myers

Ireland

Depart July 14, 2011
Enjoy the Cooler Irish Weather!

Rvevﬁd“‘“{l\ei:org

March 8, 2011

12 Days

Visit the best of Ireland on this comprehensive tour of both

from $1 449*

Northern and Southern Ireland, visiting all the major highlights.

Travel with ather Southern Baptists and your chaplain, Rev. Roy Myers taking his
seventh YMT trip as a Baptist Chaplain. Rev. Myers has served for 43 years as
pastor of several churches in Mississippi. Your group will arrive in historic Dublin,
capital city of the “Emerald Isle.” Enjoy an included city tour including Trinity College
{housing the Book of Kells), Dublin Castle, and St. Patrick’s Cathedral builf in 450
AD, then rebuilt in 1191, still the largest church in Ireland. Take a scenic drive
across the southem part of Ireland and see the Rock of Cashel, a cluster of historic
ruing atop a towering hilltop. Visit Cobh, a pretty seaside town, set above a harbor
that was the Titanic's fast port of call. Visit Cork, the Blamey Castle and Blamey
Stone, and tour Killamey with a leisurely boat cruise on one of Killameys' many
lakes. You'll also visit Kenmare, and Tralee; drive the “Ring of Kerry” and tour a
restored Mansion, and Bunratty Castle, built in 1425. Trave! the coast of Galway,
Limerick, visit the Cliffs of Moher, Kylemore Abbey, and Sligo. Tour Belleek Pottery,
Enniskillen, Ulster, Belfast, The Giant's Causeway and more. Fly home from Dublin,
This guided tour inciudes 16 meals first class hotels, daily included sightseeing and
has been designed for the first ime American visitor. Our July depariure was chosen
to be in Ireland when the daily high temperature averages only 66 degrees! *Price
per person., based on double. occupancy. Plus $159 tax, service, gov't fees.

Airfare is extra.

Space is limited and $300 deposits are now due!

For information, reservations, itinerary, and letter from
your chaplain with his phone number call 7 days a week:

1-800-736-7300
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it time to travel

Prayer box at Oneida Baptist Institute
illustrates what'’s on students’ hearts

By Paul Davidson, 08I campus minister

things, we have a prayer box into which our stu-
dents can drop their anonymous written re-
quests. Here’s a sample of what’s on their minds
and in their hearts.

“I need prayers for my grades. I am
looking forward to getting a 4.0 this
quarter. I am taking an AP class, which
is not that easy. Pray for the teacher so
that he gives us quizzes as he says he will,
so that he can tell us to study the right
chapter or part. And I would like to im-
prove my English. Just pray for my educa-
tion, my future.”

“Please pray for me. I'm in the middle
of a battle. A lot of the guys around me
say there’s nothing to this Jesus stuff..I
want to stay strong in my faith, but it’s
not easy.”

“My younger sister is 13 years old and thmks
she is in love. I don’t warit her to be hurt by a guy
or do something that she would regret in her life.
I live so far away from her. I don’t exactly know
what is going on. ... I just hope God is looking af-
ter her and taking care of her. I would be happy if
you pray for her that God would be with her.”

“Please pray for my family. They’re having a re-
ally hard time right now financially. And pray for
me that I don’t get sent home. I have problems
with my anger and sometimes I just react and
then regret it later. I've done so many things over
the past two years that I'm afraid that if I do any-
thing else, they’ll just send me home.”

“Pray for God to help me when I take my

* TOEFL.” (Test of English as a Foreign Lan8uage, re-

At OBI, prayer is important. Among other _

This i3 Oneida

W.F. Underwq_od

I can’t change without prayer’

quired of most international students when they
apply to an American university.)

“I want to pray for my parents that sent me
here to get a better education. God bless them.
Pray for my dad who lives away from my family
in order to make money. Pray that he won’t feel
lonely, and I want God to protect him and help
him make wise decisions in his life. I need to pray
for my mom. I just want her to be OK. Pray for
her so that the project she is working on
right now goes the way she wants it. She
is most of the time worried. Pray for her
so that God will help her through every-
thing and avoid everything that can up-
set her.”

.- “I just broke up with my boyfriend

- back home three or four days ago. I am
not sure if it is the right choice. ... It is a
long-distance thing. So it is hard for me
to choose. ... I would like prayer for it so
that God guides me with my relationship

helps me find the right guy, a Christian who be-
lieves in God.”

“I would like for you to pray for me because I
am trying to change and become a better person. I
am praying for myself, but I also want you to pray
for me because I need all the prayer I can get. I
can’t change without prayer, so please pray for me
and my situation.”

Oh, look! It’s our time for prayer. Won’t you
join us?

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org

decisions. Please pray for me so that God -

A new direction

Clear Creek student excited
to be following God’s call

First-year student Jon Carter,
from Ohio, is glad to be here.

There was a time in his life,

though, where his world was shak-

en and he could not see any direc-

tion in his life. follow

“I'was raised in church,”
Jon recalled. “My father
was a deacon and served
as an assistant youth pas-
tor, so I'was used to being in
church. When I turned 16,
my father was diagnosed
with cancer. It was a life-
shaking event for me and
my family. My father even-
tually passed away. I did
not know what was ahead
for me; I had no direction
in my life.

“I was leading praise and wor-
ship in my church at the time,” Jon
said. “During one service, we were
singing a song titled, ‘You Alone.’
One of the lines in that song sim-
Ply says: ‘You alone the Father God.’
God began to use the line from that
song to convict my heart about a
personal relationship with Him. It
was then that He confirmed in my
heart that He would be my Father;
that He was sufficient for every-
thing that I would need in my life.
That day I committed my life to the
Lord, and He began to give me direc-
tion in my life.”

Clear Creek
Chronicle

Donnie Fox ;

That direction eventually led
Jon and his family to Clear Creek.

“My call to Clear Creek is an
amazing story,” Jon said. “My wife
and I were visiting her father, Ron-
nie Mayes, who is the pastor at Rose
Hill Baptist Church in Ashland. He
took me to a pastors’ luncheon
where I met Stan Williams,
a Clear Creek graduate,
who is pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Cannonsburg.
I shared with him my bur-
den for ministry education
and he mentioned Clear
Creek to me. I got in touch
with people at the college
| and now here I am en-
| rolled as a student.

“My wife has been
blessed by the women’s
ministry here on campus
and the things that are offered
to the wives. I have been blessed
with a staff position at First Bap-
tist Church of Loyal, where one
of my professors, Dr. Roy Lucas,
serves as pastor.”

“We could not be in a better
place than Clear Creek—right in
the center of God’s will.”

Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek
Road, Pineville, KY 40977 toll-free:
(866) 340-3196; Web site: www.
ccbbe.edu; e-mail: dfox@ccbbce.edu
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After Westhoro’s win, uncertamty about what lies ahead

By Adelle Banks

Washington—In an 8-1 decision, the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled last week that the
protesters from Westboro Baptist Church
have First Amendment rights to protest
military funerals.

But does that mean more protests from
religious groups are ahead? Or more efforts
to limit them?

The majority determined that Fred
Phelps and members of his small church
in Topeka, Kan., had free-speech rights
to picket within 300 feet of the funeral
of Lance Cpl. Matthew Snyder, who was
killed in Iraq in 2006.

The court’s lone dissenter, Justice Sam-
uel Alito, argued it was wrong for protest-
ers to continue “inflicting severe and last-
ing emotional injury on an ever-growing
list of innocent victims.”

Legal experts differ on whether West-
boro now will be a role model for other reli-
gious groups with strong views that may be
deemed offensive.

John Whitehead, president of The Ruth-
erford Institute, which filed an amicus brief

in support of Westboro’s right to protest,
said the decision could provide more room
to air unpopular religious views.

Whitehead already is defending a street
preacher who police told fo stop preaching
with a handheld microphone on a public
sidewalk outside last year’s Apple Blossom
Festival in Winchester, Va.

“I think it’s going to protect those kinds
of people,” Whitehead said.

But Ira Lupu, a church-state expert at
George Washington University Law School,
said there probably are few groups compa-
rable to Westboro that would seize on this
case because the group’s hate-filled signs
are just too extreme.

“People just don’t do that,” Lupu said.
“Everybody hates you if you do that. That’s
the inhibitor, not the law.”

Westboro, however, stands ready to
“quadruple” its protests at military funer-
al protests, Margie Phelps, the lead attor-
ney for the church, told reporters, accord-
ing to ABC News.

The high court’s ruling protected West-
boro from a claim by Snyder’s father that

| Texas prlson chaplams m danger,

Austin, Texas—Facing a budget deficit,
Texas lawmakers are considering elim-
_inating all professional prison chap-

lains, a move that could affect the way

volunteers from churches minister m
 that arena. '

With Texas facmg a $15 bllhon bud~

get shortfall, the Texas Department of

Criminal Justice faces $459 million in

cuts. The proposed budget before the
House eliminates all $4.6 million allo-
cated for the state prison chaplamcy

program.

If included in the final state budget,

all professional prison chaplains would
lose their jobs. Fifty-five of the 120 chap-
lains are endorsed by the Baptist Gener-
al Convention of Texas.

_In addition to their counseling du-
ties, chaplams are charged with manag-

 ing prison religious programs that serve

as the gateway for volunteers to serve in
prison ministries. Chaplaincy also en-
sures prisoners have the religious free-
dom guaranteed to them in the First

~ Amendment to the Constitution.

“Professional chaplamcy in the mili v
tary and prisons is the way that protec-
tion is provided for constitutionally guar-
anteed religious liberty,” said Suzii Payn-
ter, director of the Texas Baptist Christian
Life Commission. “Professional chaplain-
cy is a priority; other things need to be
cut before we cut something that pro-
tects the right to worship and practice
your faith while incarcerated.” (ABP)

Recognizing ‘glorious opportunities’

Words of late preacher resonate
with hisfary of Ky. camp ministry

I recently came upon the following
quote: “Life is filled with glorious oppor-
tunities brilliantly disguised as insoluble
problems.”

That quote is from the late Jerry
Falwell and is just one of his many
famous quotes that are on display
at his burial site at Liberty Univer-
sity in Lynchburg, Va.

I must say I am quite the fan
of good quotes, whether they are
from politicians, Christian leaders
or even sports figures. Such quotes
certainly provide food for thought
and potentially spur us to new
ways of thinking.

Falwell’s quote in particular
struck me as our ministry certain-
ly has seen days that most would have said
were filled with insoluble problems. We ac-
tually were birthed as a separate entity due
to the belief that we did, in fact, have such
insoluble obstacles which certainly would
prevent us from being a financially effec-
tive camp ministry.

Now some 14 years later, by God’s amaz-
ing provisions, the camp ministry that is
taking place at Cedarmore and Jonathan
Creek is larger than ever, impacting more
churches than ever and helping send the
gospel to more countries than ever. Few

Ky. Baptist
Assemblies

David Melbe(

ever would have imagined in the mid-
1990s that the camps would have the at-
tendance and global impact that we see
now each year.

Every year that passes we have wit-
nessed God grow this ministry and, more
importantly, grow the numbers of deci-

sions for Christ, the numbers of
students called to full-time min-
istry, and the number of dollars
given to missions causes around
the world.
As we do reflect back over
the past 14 years, the amount
~of change we have faced is dif
ficult to ponder, and as we look
forward to the next 14 years,
the magnitude of the “insolu-
ble problems” that are bound to
come our way make me just a lit-
tle nauseous.

Nevertheless, God always continues to
prove His faithfulness, a fact that certain-
ly will not change in the coming years.
The only question is whether we will see
glorious opportunities brilliantly dis-
guised as insoluble problems.

David Melber is president of Kentucky Baptist
Assemblies. Contact him at Box 99918,
Louisville, KY 42069-0918; phone (502)

491-7000.

he deserved financial compensation for
emotional distress, defamation and “in-
tentional infliction of emotional distress”
caused by the church members’ appear-
ance at his time of grief.

Chief Justice John Roberts, writing for
the majority, said even “hurtful speech” on
public matters cannot be stifled.

“Speech is powerful,” he wrote. “It can
stir people to action, move them to tears of
both joy and sorrow, and—as it did here—in-
flict great pain. On the facts before us, we
cannot react to that pain by punishing the
speaker.”

Roberts pointed out that Westboro
members never entered the church proper-
ty where the funeral occurred, weren’t vi-
olent and didn’t yell. Lupu and Whitehead
agreed that if Phelps’ protesters had been
more physically disruptive, the decision
could have been different.

“Simply put, the church members had
the right to be where they were,” Roberts
said. ;

Alito, however, forcefully disagreed

“In order to have a society in which pub-

lic issues can be openly and v1gorously de-
bated, it is not necessary to allow the bru-
talization of innocent victims,” he wrote.

While Roberts noted that not all speech
is legal at all times and in all places, Mary-
land did not have an anti-picketing law on
the books at the time of Snyder’s 2006 fu-
neral. The state passed such a law, joining
dozens of others, following the controver-
sial protest.

Lupu said the greatest repercussion
from the decision could be more local with
state lawmakers following Maryland’s lead
to pass laws restricting the location of the
protests.

If the Supreme Court had not sided with
Westboro, it would have owed Snyder mil-
lions of dollars. But with “anti-picketing
laws, if you violate them, you get arrested,
you get fined, maybe you go to jail for 30
days. You could survive that,” Lupu said.

-Whitehead, who said he supports
Phelps’ rights but not his message, said
such laws nevertheless have to be “carefully
drafted”—or they, too, could be the subject
of a court case. (RNS)

Land: Reform immigration soon

Washington—The federal government
needs to enact immigration reform soon
before it becomes even more problematic to
resolve, Southern Baptist ethicist Richard
Land said recently in the nation’s capital.

The president of the Ethics & Religious
Liberty Commission joined other religious
leaders who favor comprehensive immigra-
tion reform in a symposium at Georgetown
University.

“If we don’t deal with tIus issue success-
fully soon, it will be more difficult and more
painful to deal with it later,” Land said.

Americans are ready for reform, even if
public policymakers are not, Land said.

“I think the American public in general
is well ahead of its elected representatives
on the issue of comprehensive immigra-
tion reform,” he said. “They are ready for
their elected representatives to behave like

statesmen rather than politicians.”

The discussion among Land and repre-
sentatives from Roman Catholic and Jewish
organizations came three and a half years
after Congress last voted—unsuccessfully—
on an immigration reform bill, and the oth-
er panelists indicated they believe the ef-
fort to approve comprehensive reform still
may be in its early stages.

“This is a long-term struggle,” said Kev-
in Appleby, director of migration and refu-
gee policy for the U.S. Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops.

An immigration reform bill will not be
“a silver bullet,” noted Appleby, who add-
ed that the issue will continue to be ad-
dressed. Land and Appleby both cited con-
cerns about illegal immigration among
Americans that go deeper than jobs and
the economy. (BP)

Greece Tours/Cruises

to a beautiful part of the world!

Steps of Paul & John

Escorted by believer guides with a tremendous
understanding of Bible history, the Greek
language and practical application of Scripture.

a “life changing” experience!

12 wonderful packages - year-round made
especially for the Evangelical Christian.
Excellent value for small groups,
large groups, and individuals.

Also, a large selection of tours to
Israel, the Churches of Revelation, Turkey,

Italy, Germany, Petra, Mt. Nebo, Egypt.

www.pilgrimtours.com
Box 268, Main St., Morgantown PA, 19543
“Christian Fellowship Tours Since 1987”

800-322-0788
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CALENDAR

OF EVENTS
March ‘

10 Developing Multi-
Housing Ministries That
Last, Crestwood Baptist
Church.

10 Growing Ministries Tour,
First Baptist Church,
Whitesburg.

11 Developing Multi-
Housing Ministries That
Last, West Union Baptist
Association, Paducah.

12 All-State Youth Choir
and Orchestra Auditions,
First Baptist Church,
Mount Sterling;

First Baptist Church,
Scottsville; First Baptist
Church, Walton; Lewis
Lane Baptist Church,
Owensboro; Lone Oak
First Baptist Church,
Paducah; Parkland
Baptist Church,
Louisville; Rose Hill
Baptist Church, Ashland.

12 Disaster Relief Regional
Training, May’s Lick
Baptist Church.

12 Region 8 RA Congress
and Rally, First Baptist
Church, Russell.

12 Vacation Bible School
Clinic—East, Porter
Memorial Baptist
Church, Lexington.

15 Growing Ministries Tour,
Horse Cave Baptist
Church.

15 Understanding Other
Beliefs, Oldham-Trimble

~ Baptist Association,
Crestwood.

16-20 Adult Kentucky
Changers West, TBA.

17 Growing Ministries
Tour, Northside Baptist
Church, Mayfield.

19 Hispanic Woman'’s
Missionary Union and
Evangelism Conference,
First Baptist Church,
Mount Washington.

19 Region 6 RA Congress
and Rally, Kirksville
Baptist Church,
Richmond.

21-22 Welcome to
Kentucky, Hilton Garden
Inn & Kentucky Baptist
-Building, Louisville.

22 Pastor-Staff Forum,
Porter Memorial Baptist
Church, Lexington.

24 Growing Ministries Tour,
Living Hope Baptist
Church, Hopkinsville.

25-26 Kentucky Woman’s
Missionary Union Annual
Meeting, First Baptist
Church, Bowling Green.

Visual worship

Missionary artist Kerry Jackson (background) paints a portrait of Jesus while Jeane
Bope (foreground), a member of This Hope, leads Kentucky Baptists during a praise
and worship time at last week’s Evangelism Conference at Severns Valley Baptist
Church in Elizabethtown. Jackson is president of Drawing to the Rock Ministries,
a North American Mission Board-certified missionary to cultural creatives, and a
church planter in Atlanta. Worship leaders This Hope, a five-piece group originally
from Alaska, now also is based in Atlanta. The annual Evangelism Conference last
week also featured a number of breakout session classes ranging church and per-
sonal evangelism to women’s, student and children’s ministries. According to the
Kentucky Baptist Convention’s evangelism team that coordinated the event, ap-
proximately 1,300 people attended the conference over its two days. (Photo by

Robin Bass)
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dained its pastor, Bill Daniel, to
the gospel ministry Feb. 27.

m LOUISVILLE—The Christian Busi-
ness and Professional Women'’s
group will host a networking
business expo and luncheon
March 10, 11:30 a.m. at the Hurst-
bourne Country Club. The cost is
$13. To make reservations, con-
tact Kim Fusting at (502) 267-7066
or CBPWEast@gmail.com.

= MAYSVILLE—Gary Ralls recently
resigned' as pastor of Calvary
Church. The congregation recent-
ly called Ron Taulbee as pastor.

m SALYERSVILLE—First Church
will hold revival services March
13-15 with Dave Hammond, pas-
tor of Faith Church in Myra, as
evangelist. Chad Brand is inter-
im pastor.

‘Other Bellefs conference March 15

LaGrange—Kentucky Baptists in-
terested in learning how to better re-
late to people from other religious
backgrounds are encouraged to at-
tend the “Understanding Other Be-
liefs” Conference March 15 at La
Grange Baptist Church.

Participants can select from three
topics: “New Age Spirituality” led by
Don Metcalf; “Comparing Mormon-
ism and Christianity” led by Bill El-
lis; and “What on Earth is the Next

m COX’S CREEK—Hobbs Church or-

Spotlight on ...

Hoka:s/v;IIe »j\\“x

First Church will host its “Big
Girls Don’t Whine” women’s
spring brunch March 26, 10
am. with author Jan Silvi-
ous as guest speaker. Tickets -
are $12 per person or $10 for
groups of 10 or more and can
be purchased by calling (270)
886-1216 or sending an e-mail
to FBCHopkinsville@bellsouth
net. The deadline to register is
March 18. »

Generation Thinking?” led by Dave
Meredith. Facilitators are certified in
their areas of teaching by the North
American Mission Board.

The free event is sponsored by the
Kentucky Baptist Convention’s evan-
gelism growth team and is made
possible through Kentucky Baptists’
gifts through the Cooperative Pro-
gram. Advanced registration is not
required. The conference begins at
6:30 p.m.

To place an advertisement:
Rates are available upon request.
Call (502) 489-3428;
or visit www.WesternRecorder.org.
Claims made by advertisers are not
necessarily those of the Western
Recorder’s staff or directors.

AVAILABLE: South-central Missouri
pastor seeks church in Kentucky. 30
years small rural church experience.
Supports SBC, state convention and
local association. Parsonage needed.
(417) 938-4739.

FOR RENT: Gatlinburg condo or cab-
in. 2 bedroom, 2 bath. (832) 922-0401;
or e-mail: pdiw4760@att.net.

FOR SALE: Six-tier lighted patriotic
singing flag—used for choir cantatas.
Manufacturer’s construction/lighting
instructions included; photos avail-
able. POC: John Rice (Elizabethtown,
Ky.), john@severnsvalley.org or (270)
765-7822.

FOR SALE: Seventeen 15-foot solid
oak pews. Contact Rodney Vincent at
First Baptist Church, Bowling Green,
(270) 842-0331; or by e-mail: rvincent
@firstbaptistbg.org.

FREE: Large brass chandelier needs
new church home. Contact Joyce at
(270) 5341400 for more information.

OPPORTUNITY: Start your own news-
paper for as little as $3,500. Includes
website, social media, hosting for
first year, and first 1,000 10-page news-
papers. (859) 559-3703; www.Save4
Missions.com.

SEEKING: Bivocational youth min-
ister to lead our youth to be mature
Christ followers. Is the Lord lead-
ing you? Please send resumé to Turn-

| er Ridge Baptist Church, 60 McGraw
| Road, Falmouth, KY 41040; or send

e-mail to daleannbeighle@yahoo.com.

CurassiFiep Aps

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for a con-
servative, cooperative, Southern Bap-
tist church. Contact Stan Pinson, Wild-
wood Baptist Church, (606) 324-6771;
or email: onefurnitureman@yahoo.
com.

SEEKING: Interim youth director to
lead our young ladies and young men
to a better understanding of God’s
will for their lives. This position is
planned to begin June 1, 2011. Please
indicate your interest by forwarding
your resumé with a recent photo to
Glasgow Baptist Church, 401 S. Green
St., Glasgow, KY 42141, Attn: Personnel
Committee.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of mu-
sic and youth at First Baptist Church,
Sturgis, Ky., to lead congregation in
singing through a combination of tra-
ditional and contemporary music, and
to plan and promote youth activities.
Send resumé or request job descrip-
tion: First Baptist Church, 802 N. Ad-
ams St., Sturgis, KY 42459; or e-mail to
fbesturgis@ymail.com.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
youth, children and families. Wood-
burn Baptist Church is a growing,
medium-sized, multi-generational
and multi-site SBC church. Proven
strengths in leadership and adminis-
trative management skills are essen-
tial. Previous successful experience in
local children and student ministries,

and an applicable bachelor’s degree.

are required. Pursuit of a seminary
degree is preferred. A detailed job de-
scription may be found on our website:
www.woodburnbaptist.org. Submit a
cover letter and resumé via e-mail to:
personnel@woodburnbaptist.org; or
by mail to Woodburn Baptist Church,
PO Box 38, Woodburn, KY 42170, Attn:
Personnel Committee.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of edu-
cation/associate pastor for Olive Branch
Baptist Church in Hanson, Ky. Resumés
should be sent to: Olive Branch Bap-
tist Church, 400 Olive Branch Church
Road, Hanson, KY 42413; or e-mail to
olivebranch552@bellsouth.net. For
more information, call Bro. Gary Tay-
lor at (270) 332-8251. Job descriptions
are available.

SEEKING: Part-time bookkeeper for
Fern Creek Baptist Church (approx.
15 hours a week). Applicant must be a
spiritually mature Christian and active
church member, have several years of
experience, and have strong account-
ing skills. Send resumés to Fern Creek
Baptist Church, 5920 Bardstown Road,
Louisville, KY 40291, Attn: Personnel
Committee; or e-mail to Linda@fern
creekbaptist.org. Resumés will be re-
ceived through March 25. Questions?
Call (502) 239-0316, ext. 103 (Linda
Barnes Popham, pastor).

SEEKING: Senior pastor for SBC-
and KBC-affiliated Northside Baptist
Church, Elizabethtown, Ky. Minimum
requirements: Master of divinity de-
gree; 5-7 years senior pastor experience
to lead two ministerial and six support
staff while shepherding a 500-plus con-
gregation; comfortable with blended
style of worship and affirming of SBC-
adopted Baptist Faith & Message. If you
are interested in pursuing God’s con-
tinued call on your life as a senior pas-
tor, please submit your resumé, along
with photo and the number of current
church members under your pastoral
care, ministerial staff you have led or
currently lead, and two or more recent
sermons on DVD. You may submit your
resumé prayerfully and confidential-
ly to: Search Committee, PO Box 1121,
Elizabethtown, KY 42701.

SEEKING: Pastor for Reid Village
Baptist Church. Please send resu-
mé and audiofvideo sermon to eddie
ratliff@roadrunner.com; or mail to
Pulpit Committee, 1957 Winchester
Road, Mt. Sterling, KY 40353.

SEEKING: Minister of worship and
education for First Baptist Church of
Blountville, the county seat of King-
sport and Bristol, Tenn. FBC has two
blended morning worship services;
minister will be responsible for coor-
dinating all musical presentations,
leading some groups, as well as plan-
ning special events such as our Spir-
it of Christmas dinner theater. Ed-
ucation will include working with
teams to coordinate Bible study, VBS,
camps and adult education oppor-
tunities. Please submit resumé to
Minister Search Team, PO Box 587,

-Blountville, TN 37617; or online at

fbcbtn@embragmail.com.

- SEEKING: Exciting, passionate lead-
er to direct children’s ministry and
oversee daily activities of family life
center. Must have vision and desire to
share the love of Christ with children
and families through God-given spir-
itual gifts. Experience preferred, col-
lege degree a plus. Please send cov-
er letter and resumé to: Search Com-
mittee, Marion Baptist Church, PO
Box 384, Marion, KY 42064; or e-mail
to: searchcommmee@manonbapmt
church.com.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of mu-
sic who will be responsible for plan-
ning weekly worship services, work-
ing with the adult choir and all instru-
mentalists, and overseeing the entire
music ministry of the church. Contact
Pastor Rodney Bice at Bardwell Baptist
Church, (270) 628-3645; or bbcpastor1l
@windstream.net. {
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What ‘people groups’ do you reach?

By David Francis

Robert Raikes is credited with
starting the first Sunday school in
Gloucester, England, in 1780. Its
goal was simple: provide urban la-
bor-class children the opportunity
to learn to read and write using the
Bible as the textbook.
It became a nation-
al movement, which
spread to—and across—North Amer-
ica by the 1790s. During its 200-year
history, the idea of Sunday school
has moved across the globe.

People groups

A missional Sunday school class
and an international missionary
have something in common: an as-
signment to reach a “people group.”
What people group is the mission of
your class? Senior adult men? Empty
‘nester married couples? Forty-some-
thing single adults? Nearly-weds
and newlyweds? Parents? College
students? High school boys? Middle
school girls? Preteens? First-third
graders? Preschoolers? Babies?

A class with a missionary men-
tality thinks like a missionary, ask-
ing the question, “What can we do
to serve and reach those within our
community who fit our target peo-
ple group?”

The basic idea behind this mis-
sionary strategy is simply to estab-
lish—with as much clarity and speci-
ficity as possible—who it is you want
to reach. That is also the principle
behind the time-test-

FIRST PERSON

affinity group (like medical profes-
sionals, law school students, mo-
torcycle enthusiasts or even cow-
boys). Here’s the key: You should be
able to describe your class in a dis-
tinct enough way so that you clearly
know what people group in your

community is your re-
sponsibility to reach.
It defines your mission,
with a missionary mentality. You’ll
have a different strategy if your class
is for “nearlywed and newlywed cou-
ples without children” than if your
class is for “new parents.” If you
want to meet your “people group”
for the latter class, just go hang out
in a baby food or diaper aisle!

Single gender classes

There is an emerging trend that
merits consideration in the people
grouping conversation. After sever-
al decades of coed classes dominat-
ing the scene in Sunday morning
classes and weekday small groups,
single gender classes are making
a comeback—and not just among
adults. One of the most consistent-
ly effective student Sunday schools
in the Southern Baptist Convention

. has for several years organized all its

classes—for both middle and high
schoolers—into separate classes for
girls and boys.

A disturbing trend among Sun-
day school and small group minis-
tries over the past couple of decades
is the emphasis placed on adult

groups. The Sunday

ed model of an “age-

ig;'laded." St.mlda_y S(:‘hooll. Sunday school 1e((l_:ldwith at?l ergplllasils on
e principle is sim s, with adult class-
this:pWe \AI')IH establ})sl}; needs to see a es coming later, partly
at l:iaast one o%)en Bible revival based on in resp&r’lge todthe qu(e:rls-
stu oup for a per- . ek tion, “What do we do
son gf grny a%e. : 1ts missIONary  with the adults while

Most1 chucrhche; also bel'itage: a "[t‘hil kids ailef lﬁnhtlgl?”
a ade school age § oday, unfortunately,
cﬁgl-gien, and studen%s. IHStOIY that bas that }Illas switched. SUI}II-
Well, - actually, they kjids at its core., day school needs to see

“grade-grade” them by

school movement start-

a revival based on its

their school grade or
the one they just completed, regard-
less of age. Some churches have.one
department for all children, while
other churches have several depart-
ments for each grade. Likewise, stu-
dents are assigned to classes based
on school grade.

Adult ‘people groups’

Many churches combine the con- -

cept of life-stage with the principle
of age-grading. Oné church I visit-
ed had all adult classes identified
by both life-stage and average age to
help guests and those helping them
discover the right class to try first. A
perfect fit for us right now would be
a class for “Empty Nesters” with an
average age of 58. The benefits of
such a system are: 1) providing mul-
tiple reference points, and 2) the
ability to start new classes.

The same principle would ap-
Ply to a class targeted at a specific

missionary heritage: a
hlstory that has kids at its core.

The question I hear pastors wres-
tling with now is: “What do we
do with the kids while the adults
are enjoying their classes or small
groups?” I think that’s the wrong
question. In North America, we have
two generations left—maybe—before
the near extinction of orthodox,
church-centered Christianity we see
happening in Europe sweeps our
own continent. Will it make a differ-
ence if your church decides to build
a Sunday school fueled by a mission-
ary mentality and focused on kids
and their families? I don’t know. But
I think it’s worth a shot.

Whether you actually call it “Sun-
day school” or ascribe a different la-
bel in your church, will you consid-
er enrolling with fresh fervor in this
historic and effective missionary en-
terprise? It will require vibrant lead-
ership. (BP)

Smile! In upcoming issues, the Western Recorder will
showcase photos of people and events from our Kentucky
Baptist churches, such as member recognitions, ministerial
ordinations, significant anniversaries, sanctuary dedications,
~and missions projects. Submit photos in an e-mail attachment
to Smile@WesternRecorder.org or through our website at
- www. WesternRecorder.org/info/submit-items.

For Heaven’s Sake
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Mike Morgan
- DID ANYONE HERE MY
7 CRY UNTO THE LORD
FOR A DELIVERER? Py -
- 2 SN

David Ayers

l' M GOING TO HAVE A
HAPPY MEAL BUT MY
DAD 18 ON A DIET SO
_\ HE'S GOING TO HAVE
THE 8AD MEAL.

Bible Crosswords

Across
1 “Then was wroth with the .
seer” (2 Chronicles 16:10)

4 “l do to day and to morrow”
(Luke 13:32)
9 “Behold, the ____ of the Lord

cometh” (Isaiah 13:9)

12 “His brethren ... Gilalai, Maai, __.
and Judah” (Nehemiah 12:36)
14-“Which are blackish by reason of

the ____" (Job 6:16)
158
16 Elliptical
17 Relatives
19 “Thou shalt be for ____
fire” (Ezekiel 21:32)
20 Female reproductive organ, comb.
form ;
21 “l will ___ the other bullock”
(1 Kings 18:23)

to the

23 “He hath __the dough” (Hosea 7:4)
26 “Gather a certain __-__every day”
(Exodus 16:4)

27 Makes warm

28 Northeastern area of the U.S., abbr.

29 “Thisis ____ of the Hebrews’
children” (Exodus 2:6)

30 “The black horses ... go into the
_____country” (Zechariah 6:6)

31 A poem

32 King of Bashan (1 Kings 4:19)

33 “All the _____thereof shall be
burned with the fire” (Micah 1:7)

34 Mimicked

35“/amlikea___” (Psalm 102:6)
37 Snow vehicles : 7
38 “And gave names to all

cattle” (Genesis 2:20)

39" was a tiller of the ground”
(Genes:s 4:2)

40 “0 thou fairestamong ___”
(Song of Solomon 1:8)

42 “Setitupona__" (Numbers 21:8)

43 On or about, abbr.

45 “And he smote them ____ and
thigh” (Judges 15:8)

46 “To the _____ of the glory of our
Lord Jesus Christ” '
(2 Thessalonians 2:14)

49 Albert, Allen, and Alex, for short

50 “The magicians and astrologers ...
inall his ___" (Daniel 1:20)

51 “Asitwas inthe daysof ___"
(Luke 17:26)

Down

1 “Not willing that __

perish” (2 Peter 3:9)
'___this great sight” (Exodus 3:3)

should
2 “

3 Preposition

4 “The people did hide themselves in
___"(1 Samuel 13:6)

shall be as gods” (Genesis 3:5). .

By Evelyn M. Boyington

8 9= 110

14

26

pc)

32

35

-

40 (41

45

49

5 Single

6 Religion, abbr.

7 Electrical engineer, abbr.

8 “In the hand of him that ____
(Ezekiel 28:9)

9 “When they had ___” (John 21:15)

10 “The ____ of violence is in their
hands” (Isaiah 59:6)

11 Affirmative

13 “They brought down the king from

thee”

the ____ of the Lord” -
(2 Kings 11:19)
18 Belonging to Una
19 Festival
20 Small flying insects
21 Sag
22.77he < _ of the mountains is his

- pasture" (Job 39:8)
23 “The name of the third __-
Happuch” (Job 42:14)
' 24 “On the seventh day God ____ his
J work” (Genesis 2:2)
25 “Repented not of their__”
(Revelation 16:11)
27 “Then ____ king of Gezer came up
to help” (Joshua 10:33)

30 “They chose Stephen ... and
Prochorus and ___" (Acts 6:5)
31 “His ears are ___ unto their

prayers” (1 Peter 3:12)

33 “__me under the shadow of
thy wings” (Psalm 17:8)

34 “An ____ unto my mother’s
children” (Psalm 69:8)

36 “Give us of your oil: for our
are gone out” (Matthew 25:8)
37 “John also was baptizing in Aenon

nearto ____ " (John 3:23)

39 “Their visage is blacker than a
____"(Lamentations 4:8)

40 World Hockey Association, abbr.

41 “All the best of the ____”
(Numbers 18:12)

42 Teacher-parent organization, abbr.
43 “One of the villages in the plain of
____"(Nehemiah 6:2)

44 “When she was past ____

(Hebrews 11:11)

”

47 “God shall with you”
(Genesis 48:21) )
48 “The Lord shut him %
(Genesis 7:16)
Last week’s solutlon
.
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MATTHEW 9:36-38

A GIFT TO ANNIE

$1
$5
$10
$15
$50
$95
$200

5250

Ten non-English witnessing tracts for distribution in a city
park ministry -

'Sp:mish Bible for a participant attending a new church

DVD of the “Jesus” film in the French language to reach the
French Québéeois in Canada

Third grade reading level Bible for a new reader attending
English-as-a-Second- Language class

Witnessing tools and training for a mission team to share

- Christ with unbelievers

Scholarship for a Native Amencan to attend a church camp

Case of Navajo Bibles for distribution on a Native
American Reservation '

- Scholarship for a college student io atiend Ba plisi C:miws

Ministry fall retreat

) EASTER DFFERING®
FOR NORTH AMERICAN MISSIONS




