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Newly elected International Mission Board Presi­
dent Tom Elliff is welcomed by /MB trustees after 
a unanimous vote selecting him as the mission 
board's 11_th president. (/MB photo) 

Mission leaders: 

as westernrecorder 

Elliff is right man 
for tough job 
By Erich Bridges 
International Mission Board 

Dallas-Tom Elliff is the right person for 
the challenging task ahead, according to 
two men who know just-how tough the job 
of International Mission Board • president 
can be. 

Jerry Rankin served as 1MB president for 
17 years before his retirement last July. Exec­

:E utive Vice President Clyde Meador, who over­
: sees the day-to-day operations of the global 
<D° missions agency, took on the added respon-
3 sibility of interim president last year when 
f Rankin stepped aside. . 
g Both think Elliff, who was elected 1MB 
g- president last week, has what it takes to mo­
~ bilize Southern Baptists for international 
N missions in the coming years. 
~ "Tom brings an amazing combination 
~ of qualities to the task," Rankin said. "He 
..... has a deep personal walk with the Lord that 

inspires and challenges others. His heart 
for missions grows out of a personal call­
ing. His understanding of mission. strategy 
comes from years of involvement as a mis­
□ See /MB leaders: Elliff is right man ... Page 3 

By Erich Bridges 
International Mission Board 

Dallas- By a unanimous vote, Tom Elliff 
was elected International Mission Board 
president last week by 1MB trustees meet­
ing in Dallas. 

Elliff, 67, a longtime pastor, Southern 
Baptist Convention leader and former mis­
sionary, will lead one of the largest evan­
gelical missions agencies in an era of rapid 
change at home and around the globe. 

The greatest mission challenges, he said, 
are the world's overwhelming spiritual lost­
ness and the urgency of mobilizing church­
es to take the gospel of Christ to all peoples. 

"We must realize that we're in a world 
that is hostile to the message of the gospel, 
yet there are so many people who are long­
ing to hear," Elliff said. "That's why we must 
go to the uttermost now. 

"Frankly, I think we live in a generation 
of students who are asking, 'Why do we 
keep hearing about these unreached people 
groups? Why don't we just go reach them?' 
I believe we are seeing, even in our own con­
vention, a groundswell of men and women 
of all ages who have the heart and are will­
ing to go to the unreached now." 

Mission board following military's lead 

Addressing questions about his own age, 
Elliff said: 'Tm not coming as an 'interim.' 
I'm coming with a vision-and I will serve as 
long as God gives me grace and energy." 

Tokyo-Late last week, in response to deteriorating condi­
tions following the earthquake, tsunami and nuclear power 
crisis, all International Mission Board personnel in east Japan 
began relocating southwest of Tokyo. They have been given 
temporary assignments south of Nagoya. The relocation was • 
expected to be completed last weekend. 

Elliff succeeds Jerry Rankin as president 
of the mission board, which serves South­
ern Baptists and the 5,000 missionaries they 
□ See Elliff unanimously elected .. . Page 3 

Meanwhile, the United States military began taking simi­
lar action, voluntarily relocating family members and depen­
dents ofU.S. personnel in Tokyo, Yokohama and Nagoya-a to­
tal of some 600 people. (BP) 
Kentucky Baptists establish Japanese relief fund. Page 6 

Growing Sunday schools survey 
Holding classes away from church leads to growth 
By Ken Walker 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Bell City-Bell City Baptist, a country church 12 
miles southwest of Murray, is based in the same 
building it was in 2003. Yet, since then Sunday 
school enrollment has mushroomed well beyond 
its capacity. 

Bell City's secret: starting off-campus classes 
that meet in assisted living facilities and nursing 
homes. Pastor Bill Dodson said he hopes one day 
even to send a teacher into the county jail. 

"To me, Sunday school is wherever you're teach­
ing God's word to people," said Dodson, Bell City 
Baptist's pastor since 1992. "I grew up in Pigeon 
Forge (Tenn.) and we had Sunday school on Sat­
urday night. All they had Sunday morning was 
preaching." 

Formerly pastor of First Baptist Church of Ben­
ton, Dodson's first 12 years at Bell City brought 
only modest growth. 

However, after reaching 38 people in 2003, over 
the next five years it grew to 330. That gave it the 
highest percentage growth in a recent survey con­
ducted by Darryl Wilson, director of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention's Sunday school department. _ 

With a total enrollment of 600, attendance has 

since grown to around 360. Even though located 
at seniors' facilities, 40 percent of those attending 
off-campus classes are younger than 50. 

Dodson leads three of them during the week. 
Robert Herring, associate pastor, leads the other 
three. To show their importance, less than one­
third of overall attendees are at the main build­
ing on Sunday~. 
, Although the two pastors take the lead, Dodson 

said everyone has a role in Sunday school growth, 
whether it is through visitation, following up on 
prospects or caring for existing members. 

"There's never a person in our church who is 
sick or in need who isn't visited by somebody from 
Sunday school," said the graduate of Southwest­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort \Vorth, 
Texas. "Ifl'm sick and can't make it to a class, (an-
other member) does it for me." • 

Sunday school also has propelled church 
growth. When Dodson retired from First Baptist. 
Benton and went to Bell City as a guest speaker, 
only 10 other people heard his first sermon. 

Today worship services average between 60 and 
70 although only one of the members from 1992 
is still living. All but three of the new members 
□ s_ee KBC churches discover lfeys ... Page 2 



2 KENTUCKY 
Ky. Baptists' 'spri~g training' extends into April 
By Dannah Prather 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Louisville-"Spring training" continues 
for Kentucky Baptists in April as the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention provides a variety 
of workshops and other equipping oppor­
tunities, including a new church growth 
event that focuses on Sunday schooL 

Literacy and short-term international 
missions, youth ministry, mentoring, and 
the debut of the Sunday School Growth 
Academy also are among the KBC-spon­
sored events scheduled. 

All of the upcoming training qpportu­
nities are made possible by Kentucky Bap­
tists' gifts through the Cooperative Pro­
gram. Some workshops are free; others re­
quire a registration fee. 

Billy Compton, KBC's executive associ­
ate for Cooperative Program and resources, 
said the impact of such equipping events 
extends to eternity. 

"I have· observed how one training event 
can lead to connecting entire families to 
Christ," he said. "One person I interviewed 

. had been reached for Christ (and) then led 
all four of her teenage children to faith 
in Christ and involvement in their local 
church. 

"It all began with one training experi­
ence made possible through Cooperative 
Program gifts," Compton said. 

Workshops for overseas missions 
In many foreign cultures, learning Eng­

lish is a significant life goal. Christians have 
the opportunity to share the gospel while 
teaching English overseas through short­
term missions. Teaching English as a For­
eigq_le-nguage, is, an l,'~gl)_t-h.our :work~,h.op 
to prepare short-term teachers of English. 

The class, which will be held April 2 at 
the Kentucky Baptist Building in Louisville, 
also will be helpful to those already teach­
ing English in an established ministry who 
want to sharpen their skills. 

Participants will learn how to plan and 
prepare an EFL lesson, introduce new vo­
cabulary, teach pronunciation and involve 
students in communication activities. 
Upon completing the class, students will re­
ceive EFL certification by the North Ameri-
can -~sion_ Board. • 

The course fee of$10 per person includes 
materials and lunch. Training begins at 9 
a.m. Online registration is underway via 
the KBC website, www.KyBaptist.org/EFL. 

According to Scott Pittman, director 
of the KBC's partnership missiens depart­
ment, there is a "right way" to organize and 
lead an international mission trip. At Team 
Leader Training, participants will learn 
from those with years of experience serving 

Christ and working with international mis­
sionaries via sh'.ort-term missions. 

"Every missionary has stories of volun­
teer mission teams that did more harm 
than good to their ministries," Pittman 
said. "Often volunteers return home disap­
pointed and frustrated with their overseas 
experience because of poorly planned trips 
or inadequate team preparation." 

This free equipping event will be held 
April 8-9 at the Kentucky Baptist Building 
in Louisville. Kentucky Baptists who com­
plete the class will qualify for a $500 schol­
arship toward the in-country expenses of a 
future KBC mission trip they inay lead. The 
convention currently is organizing trips to 
Puerto Rico and Africa. 

There is no fee but advanced registra­
tion is required. Visit www.KyBaptist.org/ 
TLT to sign up. Training begins at 6:30 p.m. 
on April 8. • 

Youth ministry gatherings 
Iron Sharpening Iron, an annual net­

working opportunity for youth ministry 
leaders, begins April 12. For one month, 
KBC youth ministry department director 
Joe Ball will facilitate discussions in eight 
communities across Kentucky. The $5 per 
person fee includes lunch. 

Online registration is underway at 
www.KyBaptist.org/Iron. This year's sched­
ule is: 

April 12, Hot Rods Stadium, Bowling 
Green. 

April 18, Lewis Lane Baptist Church, 
Owensboro. 

April 21, Kentucky Horse Park, 
Lexington. 

_ April 25, Jenny Wiley State Park Lodge, 
Prestc;msburg. 

April 28, Bernheim Forest Garden 
Pavilion, Clermont. 

May 3, Grove Marina on Laurel Lake, 
London. 

May 5, Kentucky Darn Village, 
Gilbertsville. 

May 12, Great American Ballpark, 
Cincinnati. 

"No one understands youth ministry 
like another youth minister," Ball said. 
"My hope and prayer is that these gather­
ings can. become a source of encourage­
ment, sharing ideas- because we all know 
that as youth leaders we are always looking 
for ways to borrow what someone else is do­
ing-and building relationships between 
youth ministers serving in the same areas 
of the state." 

The tour concludes May 16 at Whitak­
er Bank Ballpark in Lexington. For $10 a 
person, plus parking, ministry leaders can 
watch the Lexington Legends take on the 

Asheville Tourists in the comfort of a suite. 
Online registration for the May 16 Youth 

Ministers' Day at the ball park is underway 
at www.KyBaptist.orgfYouthMinistersDay. 

Leadership aml Sunday school 
Kentucky Baptists who serve profession­

ally-or as volunteers- as leaders, coach­
es, managers, mentors or supervisors are 
encouraged to attend the Developing and 
Managing People workshop April 26 at the 
Kentucky Baptist Building. 

"Supervision can be challenging but 
this training will help leaders decrease con­
fusion and multiply effectiveness in any 
ministry setting," said Eric Allen, director 
of the KBC' s mission service and ministries 
department. 

The instructor is Virgil Grant ofNAMB's 
Next Level Leadership Network. The $15 
per person fee includes materials and 
lunch. Training begins at 9 a.m. Registra­
tion is underway at www.KyBaptist.org/ 
DevelopingPeople. • 

The Sunday School Growth Academy, 
April 29-30, is an intensive two-day work­
shop designed specifically for pastor-and-
5unday-school-director teams from each 
church. 

According to Darryl Wilson, director 
of the KBC's Sunday school department, 
pastors, ministers of education and Sun­
day school directors are ideal candidates 
for the academy because of the event's pri­
mary goal: To provide participants the op­
portunity to develop a plan for growing 
their churches using the ministry of Sun­
day school. 

With that goal in mind, Wilson said 
he wanted the academy to be Kentucky fo­
cused and do more than provide training 
and encouragement. Time will be set aside 
during general sessions for . church teams 
to discuss issues, set goals, make plans and 
schedule actions. • 

"I think the discussion will build the 
team, and their excitement will grow about 
possibilities as they work together," Wilson 
said. "The result could be that more growth 
actions will be implemented when the 
teams return home." 

The Sunday School Growth Academy 
convenes at 1 p.m. at Paroquet Springs <;:on­
ference Center in Shepherdsville. Fees are 
$100 for the first person from a church and 
$50 for each additional person from the 
same church. . 

Visit www.KyBaptist.org/SSGA to ·regis­
ter or for lodging information and other de­
tails. For additional questions, contact the • 
department by e-mail at SundaySchool@Ky 
Baptist.org or call (502) 489-3572 or toll free 
in Kentucky at (866) 489-3572. 

Kentucky student recognized as ~cteens' Top Teen 
Birmingham, Ala.-National Woman's Mis­

sionary Union has selected Kayla Tomlin of 
Living Faith Baptist Church in Hartford as 
one of its Top Teens for 2011. She was cho­
sen based on her dedication to Christ and 
missions, as well as her strong leadership 
and service in her church, school and local 
community. 

Acteens is a missions organization that 
teaches girls in grades 7-12 about the need 
for sharing the gospel around the world . 
and provides young women with oppor­
tunities to serve and grow in their walks 
with Christ. Each year, national WMU se­
lects six to eight Acteens to serve on the 
National Acteens Panel, and also recogniz­
es outstanding Acteens across the country 
as Top Teens. 

Cathy Chinn has been Tomlin's Acteens 
leader at Living Faith Baptist Church since 
Tomlin was in the sixth grade. Over the 

years, she said she has witnessed Tomlin's 
growth and involvement in Acteens. 

"She is very faithful in attending, and 
I am very pleased in how I have seen her 
grow and mature both personally and in 
her faith," Chinn said. "Kayla is a young 
lady who is sold out to God, and she is a very 
positive influence on other young people." 

Kenny Rager, pastor of Living Faith Bap-

tist Church, said he sees firsthand the re­
sults of Tomlin's commitment and passion 
for Acteens. 

"She is a growing Christian," Rager said, 
"and her participation in such organiza­
tions only helps her grow more." 

Through Acteens, Tomlin has served on 
the Kentucky Acteens Panel, as well as on 
numerous mission trips. 

In addition to Acteens, Tomlin minis­
ters to others by helping teach preschool­
ers in Mission Friends and serving as the 
prayer captain for the Upward football min­
istry. She also seeks to share Christ's love at 
school where she is involved in several stu­
dent organizations. 

"My favorite thing about missions work 
is that you don't have to go across the coun­
try, or somewhere dangerous," Tomlin said. 
"You can minister anywhere and lead some­
one to Jesus." 
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KBC churches 
discover keys 
to growing 
Sunday s~hool 
Continued from page 1 
joined because they first participated 
in Sunday school. 

Dodson is a longtime advocate of 
this educational emphasis. While some 
consider it passe in a time of busy life­
styles and Internet-driven outreach, he 
insisted Sunday school is the only way 
to build a strong congregation. 

"We've just taken what we've had 
and worked with it," Dodson said. "All 
my Sunday school training says the 
way you grow is to build. new units. • 

"I'm a great believer that Sunday 
school is where the people are," he con­
tinued. "If they can't come to you, take 
it to them. Some of these people have 
joined our church." 

Paul Sisk of Lexington's Anchor 
Baptist Church is another proponent 
of Sunday school, which strengthened 
the congregation's outreach after the 
11-year-old church moved to its current 
site in 2004. 

Located on the south side ofLexing­
ton, less than a mile from the busy Fay­
ette Mall, Anchor's average attendance ' 
of 85 in 2003 swelled to 224 over the 
next five years and is more th;m 250 
today. _ 

Sisk identified two keys to the 
growth of Sunday school, starting 
with its new facilities. After meeting 
in a school, having a permanent home 
and more visibility helped establish 
the church's identity in its neighbor­
hood, he said. 

The other illustrates one of the un­
derlying values of Sunday school. 

"The second is people," the pastor 
said. "We look to build relationships 
and the best relationships ar~ formed 
around the word of God. The primary 
component is connecting people. We 
have to look for ways to engage them." 

That meant getting more involved 
in its community. Anchor Baptist of­
fered its building to election officials 
as a voting precinct and today hosts 
four. It also welcomed scout troops and 
blood drives and joined the neighbor­
hood association. 

Among its outreach tools are mail­
ings, door hanger distributions and its 
website, which Sisk said is common to­
day for attracting visitors. 

"People today look at the Inter­
net to see who you are, where you are 
and what you believe," the pastor said. 
"Then they come and kick the tires, 
shop around. The key to growing Sun­
day school is to connect with people 
when they come." 

Besides connecting in classes, the 
church follows up with visitation each 
Monday night. Though a church-wide 
project, its underpinnings include out­
reach leaders from Sunday school. 

Like Bell City, Anchor does not re­
strict its Bible studies to Sunday morn­
ings. A college-age class meets on Sun­
day nights and a session for 20-some­
things meets on Thursday evenings. 

"People will come to worship ser­
vice first and then we need to get them 
into Bible study," Sisk said of weekly 
visitors. "If we can do that, we have a 
better chance of developing relation­
ships and holding on to them." 



BAPTISTS. ~&rae-r 3 ' 
March 22, 2011 

New IMB·leader issues unreached people group challenge 
By Erich Bridges 
International Mission Board 

Dallas-Minutes after his unanimous 
election as International Mission Board 
president, Tom Elliff vowed to challenge 
Southern Baptists to engage all of the esti­
mated 3,800 people groups worldwide that 
still have not been touched by the gospel. 

"I intend to introduce at the 2011 annu­
al meeting of the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion a very simple plan by which each one 
of these 3,800 unengaged people groups 
can be embraced by a Southern Baptist con­
gregation," Elliff told trustees, meeting last 
week in Dallas. 

"I believe we can accomplish this in one 
year," he said. "Should Jesus grant us the 
days, by the 2012 Southern Baptist Con­
vention meeting, we would be able to say 
that to our knowledge, every people group 
on this globe has some church committed 
to take specific steps to strategize, to pray 
over, to learn about and discover some way 
that the gospel witness can be shared with 
those people." 

For South€rn Baptist churches that 
make such a commitment, Elliff said, the 
1MB "has developed all the pieces neces­
sary" to help them fulfill it. 1MB missionar­
ies and staff are "both able and committed 
to doing all that's necessary to mobilize our 
Southern Baptist churches in a fashion that 
we'v.e never thought possible." 

Southern Bapti_st missionaries are "yqur 
boots on the ground," Elliff reminded 1MB 

trustees and the churches they represent. 
But fulfilling the Great Commission is "go­
ing to require local churches ... becoming 
burdened for the unengaged and the un­
reached of this world, signing on, creating 
vital partnerships. This is not a new way of 
doing missions. This is a biblical way of do­
ing missions-and your missionaries are ea-

ENGAGEMENT URGED Missionaries are "your 
boots on the ground," new /MB President Tom 
Elliff, following his unanimous election March 
16, told trustees and the churches they rep­
resent. But fulfilling the Great Commission is 
"going to require local churches . . . becoming 
burdened tor the unengaged and the unreached 
of this world, signing on, creating vital partner­
ships." (/MB photo) 

Elliff unanimously elected to lead /MB 
Continued from page 1 
send worldwide. Rankin retired last July 
after 17 years as 1MB president. Executive 
Vice President Clyde Meador has served 
as interim president during the search 
for a new leader. 

"This is the result of many months of 
missionaries praying; Southern Baptists 
praying and our trustees praying," said 
1MB Trustee Chairman Jimmy Pritchard, 
who led the presidential search commit­
tee. "God has answered our prayer." 

Elliff served with his wife, Jeannie,· as 
a missionary to Zimbabwe in the early 
1980s. They resigned in 1983 after their 
daughter, Beth, was seriously injured in 
a car accident there. 

He was twice elected president of the 
SBC, in 1996 and 1997. He has led sever­
al key churches in the denomination, in-

. eluding First Southern Baptist Church of 
Del City, Okla., where he was pastor from 
1985 to 2005. 

Elliff then served as IMB senior vice 
president for spiritual nurture and 
church relations from 2005 to 2009. In 
that role, he taught and counseled mis­
sionaries and helped mobilize church­
es for missions involvement. Since then 
he has led Living in The Word Publica­
tions, a writing and speaking ministry 
he founded in ioo5. He is the author of 
numerous books about prayer, spiritual 
awakening and family life. 
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ger for you to step up to the plate." 
SBC President Bryant Wright, who ad­

dressed the trustee meeting, strongly en­
dorsed Elliff's plan for connecting church­
es to unengaged people gr6ups. He prom­
ised to work closely with Elliff to present it 
at the SBC meeting in Phoenix June 12-15. 

"What Tom is talking about is some­
thing that -the Lord has already put on 
my heart, and I love it when the Holy Spir­
it works in two different places at once," 
Wright said. 

Times 'demand our prayer' 
In his post-election comments to trust­

ees, Elliff also emphasized the overwhelm­
ing need for prayer in the days ahead. 

"I think you and I agree that Southern 
Baptists ought to constitute ... a veritable 
furnace of intercessory prayer," he said. "As 
we look at the graphic images of the trage­
dy in Japan and realize they could be dupli­
cated other places, (we must realize) there 
are moral earthquakes and spiritual earth­
quakes. There are earthqual<es and tsuna­
mis that are washing people away finan­
cially, politically and physically, and they 
demand our prayer." 

Southern Baptists are "determined to 
minister to people all over the world, not 
just in Japan, who are hurting. We are de­
termined that we're going to share with 
them the · gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
as well." 

Elliff admitted he is on a "fast learning 
curve" as IMB president. But in every deci­
sion he makes regarding 1MB work and po­
tential new initiatives, he promised to ask 
three questions: Is it biblical? Is it balanced, 
taking into account the three Great Com­
mission commands of evangelism, disciple­
ship and church planting? And is it bold? 

"If there was ever a day to require bold­
ness, it is this day," he said. Southern Bap­
tist leaders "can't.simply be content to say 
you're for the church ... and the rotary and 
good government and low taxes and oh, by 
the way, you're for missions. It is something 
that is going to have to consume us. 

"Now, should the churches of the South-

ern Baptist Convention rise to this chal­
lenge and should 1MB selflessly and tire­
lessly join hands with them while pointing 
the way, ... God just might be inclined to 
bring spiritual awakening to our nation­
the spiritual awakening that we so desper­
ately need." 

Following Elliffs remarks, members 
of the IMB's presidential search commit­
tee and others surrounded the new 1MB 
president and his wife as retired 1MB pres­
ident Jerry Rankin led trustees in prayer for 
Elliffs ministry in the days to come. (BP) 

SBC president 
Wright to be 
renominated 

Birmingham, Ala.-Georgia pastor Bry­
ant Wright will be nominated for a sec­
ond term as president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, Alabama pastor 
David Platt announced March 11. 

Wright, senior pastor of Johnson 
Ferry Baptist Church 4i Marietta, Ga., 
will be nominated by Platt, pastor of 
The Church at Brook Hills in Birming­
ham, Ala. 

Platt praised Wright for providing 
"kingdom-minded, Christ-exalting ser­
vant leadership" for the SBC over the 
past year. 

"I have known Bryant for inany 
years and have great respect for him 
both personally and pastorally," Platt 
said 'in a statement. "Bryant possess= •01 

es ·a aeep love 'for t'he'1ocal chun:'h1ie'"' • 
leads and for the convention of church-
es of which he is a part." 

Wright has led Johnson Ferry Bap­
tist since 1981. Wright and his wife, 
Anne, .have three children and three 
grandchildren. 

The SBC · annual meeting will be 
held June 14-15 in Phoenix. (BP) 

1MB leaders: Elliff is right ·man .for job 
Continued from page 1 
sionary, pastor and 1MB senior executive 
team member. He has great communica­
tion skills, genuine passion to reach a lost 
world, the favor and respeet of missionaries 
and 1MB staff, and he is well connected with 
the churches and Southern Baptist Conven­
tion leadership." 

Elliff will need all of those strengths 
and more to draw on for the task to come, 
Rankin predicted. 

"The next president faces the challenge 
of leading 1MB in a new paradigm of limit­
ed financial resources, declining numbers 
of missionary personnel and .. . a conven­
tion that is becoming more and more frag­
mented and diverse," Rankin said. "Prayer 
will be needed for his greatest challenge: 
building support and credibility for the 
vision among Southern Baptist churches 
and leadership. 

"It is uncertain where the SBC is go­
ing in this era of change," Rankin added. 
"Someone of Tom's reputation and stature 
is clearly needed at this critical time." 

Elliff is passionate about evangelism 
and missions, Rankin noted. But he is "able 
to put issues into a big-picture perspective. 
He never allows disagreements and differ­
ences of opinion to disrupt a personal . re­
lationship. He is an optimist who infects 
those around him with joy for life and deep­
er faith in God." 

FJ.liff contributed to 1MB "revisioning" 

that resulted in its current organization 
and strategy, Rankin said. So he under­
stands the philosophy behind il:, but also 
has the flexibility to "move 1MB to a new 
dimension of effectiveness around the 
world." 

During the long search for a new 1MB 
leader, much speculation and discussion 
"focused on whether or not the next pres­
ident should be an insider or outsider," 
Rankin said. "More important than that is 
that it should be God's man. The fact that 
everyone was surprised (by Elliffs selection) 
confirms to me that God brought about thi.s 
recommendation." 

Meador, }Vho will provide assistance to 
Elliff as he settles into his new role, thinks 
the new president will keep the missions 
vision "clearly before our personnel and 
Southern Baptists." 
_ Elliff has a "close walk with the Lord, 
knows 1MB, is a great communicator-both 
speaking and listening-and is realistically 
optimistic in every situation," Meador ob-

. served. "He can always be trusted, and he 
can be counted on to consult. I'll be praying 
for him for wisdom in setting priorities and 
in making the big decisions and for ener­
gy in the face of great demands. I will walk 
beside him in every matter where he needs 
my assistance, and I expect we will be work­
ing very closely together. 

"I am thankful that the Lord has brought 
Tom to this responsibility at this time." 



4 OPINION 
Thanks, Kentucky WMU! 

There are many reasons to express thanks to Kentucky 
Woman's Missionary Union. The Kentucky WMU board 
and Executive Director Joy Bolton have provided significant . 
leadership in prayer for missions, promotion of offerings 

Partners in 
the Mission 

for missions, mobilization for ·mission 
• projects, missions education, and cooper­
ation in missions and evangelism. 

And now, at the request of the North 
American Mission Board, National WMU 
is assuming responsibility for missions ed­
ucation for boys and teens. The Kentucky 
Missions Growth Team and Kentucky 
WMU were already in conversation about 
this change when the national announce­
ment was made. 

I am grateful for the organization's 
By Bill Mackey willingness to assume this major respon­

sibility without any funding from NAMB. 
This is another example of the servant spirit of WMU in a 
very challenging denominational environment. 

Kentucky WMU is willing to take on this added respon­
sibility, even though its funding throi.'tgh the Cooperative 
Program will be reduced by s percent in the next budget 
year based on the action of messengers to the KBC annual 
meeting in November. Kentucky WMU accepted that reduc­
tion in order to send more resources to world and national 
mission causes•in the spirit of the Great Commission. 

Kentucky WMU also continues to proviq.e prayer support 
for missionaries and evangelism and missions in Kentucky, 
across North America and around the world and especial­
ly for the mission offerings. Kentucky WMU members have 
been enthusiastic supporters of prayer emphases in Ken° 
tucky, including prayer walking in support of Find It Here . 

Kentucky WMU also has provided significant financial 
support for Find It Here 2010 and 2011 through the Eliza 
Broadus Offering for State Missions. The media emphasis 
for Find It Here 2011 and the John and Romans distribution 
to prisons, nursing homes and language groups would not 
be possible without WMU's financial support. The same was 
true for church planting during Crossover Louisville. 

... ' 'Mobilizati6n' fot~IlllSSJ.0IlS ··continues to oe a significant 
.-"ertiphasis for Kentucky WMU. The partnership between 

Kentucky WMU and the Baptist women of Korea was a sig­
nificant three-year partnership. Kentucky WMU has been 
among the first responders to organize relief efforts during 
chses locally, nationally and around the world. 

Kentucky WMU also has been a cooperative partner with 
KBC staff in coordinating support for state missions, shar­
ing missions and evangelism information, promoting state 
missions and coordinating strategic planning and training. 

During the upcoming WMU annual meeting at First 
Bapti~t Church of Bowling Green, March 25-26, Friday af. 
ternoon will be spent doing hands-on missions through lo­
cal churches and ministries. Please pray for the WMU annu­
al meeting and get involved in missions by praying, giving 
and going for the glory of God. 
Bill Mackey is executive director of the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 
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1MB trustees, KBC leaders optimistic about 1MB future 

In electing Tom Elliff as the next president of the 
International Mission Board, have· the tru.:,tees 
reached a good decision? I believe so. 

, Elliff is a pastor with a missionary's heart-or is it 
the other way around? He answered God's call to mis­
sions service, but an unfortunate cir­
cumstance brought his family home. 
He since has served as a pastor, in­
cluding a long tenure in Del City, 
Okla. He also has served as conven­
tion president and, more recently, as 
the IMB's vice president for spiritu­
al nurture and church relations. He 
certainly seems to have been unique­
ly prepared. 

Beyond these credentials, retiring IMB President 
Jerry Rankin, SBC President Bryant Wright and others 
have highlighted some adJ].lirable attributes. "He has 
great communications skills, genuine passion to reach 
a lost world, the favor and respect of missionaries and 
IMB staff, and he is well-connected with churches and 
Southern Baptist Convention leadership," Rankin ob­
served. And, Wright called him "a godly man and a 
prayer warrior." These qualities were evident in his 
humble, down-to-earth demeanor during a press con­
ference after his election and in a very personal appeal 
for prayer. 

Yet, what was most striking was Elliffs burden 
for spiritual awakening and the vision that God has 
"painted on the walls ofhis heart." At the SBC meeting 
in Phoenix, he anticipates presenting a simple plan to 
lead churches to embrace all 3,800 unengaged people 
groups with the gospel. He quickly outlined some guid­
ing principles that frame his view of missions: Is it bib­
lical, pursuing the Great Commission? Is it balanced, 
including evangelism, discipleship and church plant­
ing? And, is it bold, demonstrating a sacrificial, self­
less lifestyle? "The urgency of the hour requires a fresh 
kind of boldness on our part," Elliff urged. He recog­
nized, however, that cooperation is essential: "The sim­
ple truth behind the Cooperative Program is that we 
can do things together better than we can alone." 

These winsome attributes have not been lost on Ken­
tucky Baptist missions leaders: 

Paul Chitwood, Mount Washington pastor and the 
immediate-past IMB trustee chairman who appointed 
a diverse presidential search committee, declared El­
liffs election to be a great day for Southern Baptists: 
"The unanimous recommendation of the search com­
mittee and the unanimous vote of the entire Board of 
Trustees to hire Tom Elliff confirm my belief that God, 
indeed, has spoken. God has used Tom in a tremen­
dous way in every role he has served, and I am certain 
the same will be true in what will prove to be his most 
challenging role." 

Hershael York, Frankfort pastor and 1MB trustee, ob­
served: "Tom Elliff brings not only an unparalleled his­
tory of integrity and service in the SBC, but also a mis-

sionary's passion with a pastor's heart and the zeal of 
a man who believes that Jesus is returning soon. Hav­
ing earned the confidence of the board, the staff and 

• the missionaries, he brings us leadership that God will 
use to propel Southern Baptists around the globe in a 

balanced mission of engaging the un­
reached, planting churches, and pro­
viding theological education that 
keeps those churches faithful to the 
Word of God." 

Afler 
Thought Charlie Davis, Louisville pastor 

and an IMB trustee, believes Elliff is 
By Tadd Deaton a great fit: "From his many years of 

pastoral experience, he certainly has 
a solid grasp of who we are as South­

ern Baptists. I believe Elliff will have definite credibili-
ty with pastors and will understand what will be nee-

• essary for generating greater funding from our state­
side churches. His heart for reaching the nations has 
already been demonstrated by his time served on the 
field. Hopefully, all of our missionaries will welcome 
his leadership as coming from someone who has 
walked in their shoes." 

Norman Coe, another IMB trustee from Louisville, 
agreed: "He will be a bold leader of our missionaries as 
they face tremendous challenges," and will excel in re­
lating to the IMB's staff, seminary leaders, other SBC 
agencies and pastors. "He is a family man, a theolo­
gian, an author, but most of all he is a man of prayer." 

Larry Baker, team leader for the KBC missions 
growth team, recalled that Elliff recently led four ses­
sions at the annual leadership event for director of mis­
sions: "His messages focused on personal spiritual de­
velopment in the life of the believer . ... It was appar­
ent to all present that he didn't come to our meeting 
just to preach to us, but as a fellow traveler. He became 
part of our group, rubbing shoulders with the DOMs, 
laughing and crying with the men. He demonstrated 
tremendous spiritual discernment in connecting with 
the body of DO Ms on a very personal level." 

Joy Bolton, executive director of Kentucky Wom­
an's Missionary Union, who attended that DOM event, 
also remembered being personally challenged by his 
messages and impressed with how down to earth he 
seemed: "Elliff told stories about going along with his 
grandfather, an associational missionary, and I was im­
pressed with his heart for associational missions. For 
me, that is a plus because churches and associations 
are the grassroots of the SBC. His experience in all fac­
ets of SBC life will help him relate well to everyone · 
from people in the pew to other entity heads. I believe 
his demeanor and passion will be a positive influence 
on the work of the IMB." 

Our International Mission Board trustees and 
KBC missions leaders are enthusiastic about the days 
ahead, and we should commit ourselves to be partners 
in prayer for Elliff and the IMB missionaries during • 
this time of transition and great hope. 

Pray for Japan 
I greatly appreciated the front 

page article, "So. Baptist assessment 
team at work in Japan." As a bivoca­
tional pastor, I have trav- • 

end. It is more common than not to 
witrress a baptism during their ser­
vices. Their mission team has visited 
Kentucky. Tokyo Baptist Church also 
recently started a church in Misato, 

Baptist Church. They, indeed, have a 
heart for God. Pray for the- church­
es of the Japan Baptist Convention. 
They have had an enormous task wit­
nessing daily to a population vastly 
non-Christian. They now face an 
enormous task in ministering dur­
ing this recovery. Pray also for the 
many Japanese families in Kentucky 
who are suffering for friends, fami­
lies and acquaintances at home. 

eled to Japan over 50 times 
during the past 13 years. 

It was very encourag­
ing to read that our South­
ern Baptist Convention is 
working in conjunction 
with Tokyo Baptist Church 
to "provide our first point 
of contact and partnership for our 
initial assessment." Located with­
in the foreign embassy area, the To­
kyo Baptist Church in Shibuya serves 
at least 42 people groups. Worshi]r 
ing with them is like a precursor to 
heaven, with people of so many na­
tionalities. 

In Dec. 2009, I stood in a long line 
in TBC's parking lot waiting for over 
20 minutes to be ushered into one of 
five Christmas programs that week-

just north ofTokyo. 
Please continue to urge 

Kentucky Baptists to pray 
diligently for the minis­
try team at Tokyo Baptist 
Church as they minister 
through this unimagina­
ble triple tragedy (earth­
quake, tsunami, and failed 

nuclear power plants). Pray for Pas­
tor Dennis Folds and his wife, Judi, 
for Associate Pastor Takeshi Yozawa 
and his wife, Miki, for Evangelism 
Pastor Joel Cuellar and his wife, Cyn­
thia, for Worship Pastor Ted Oman 
and his wife, Judy. I have watched 
these couples work tirelessly for the 
furtherance of the gospel. Their en­
thusiasm and vigor for the Lord are 
truly inspirational. 

Pray for the membership of Tokyo 

Jerry Smith, pastor 
Salem Baptist Church 

Spout Springs 

Forum Disclaimer: Baptist Forum is pro­
vided as an opportunity for Kentucky Bap­
tists to express their viewpoints on. a vari­
ety of subjects. Opinions expressed do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Western Re­
corder's editorial staff, its Board of Direc­
tors, or the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 
Letters should be no more than 300 words 
in length and will be edited for style, clar­
ity and space. Letters must reflect a spirit 
of Christian charity and civility. 

! I. 
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Becoming real worth the wear _and tear and hurt How can I help my child find 
the knowledge of God? By Duane Bolin 

My favorite account of one of Jesus' encounters with 
Peter is found in John 1:42. Andrew brought his-broth­
er to meet the Lamb of God. "We have found the Messi­
ah," Andrew told Simon. The Lord looked at Andrew's 
brother, and said, "You are Simon son of John. You will 
be called Cephas," which when translated is Peter (the 
Rock) . 

most of the hairs in his tail had been pulled out to string 
bead necklaces. He was wise, for he had seen a long suc­
cession of mechanical toys arrive to boast and swagger, 
and by-and-by break their mainstrings and pass away, 
and he knew that they were only toys , and would nev­
er turn into anything else. For nursery magic is very 
strange and wonderful, and only those playthings that 
are old and wise and experienced like the Skin Horse un-

Jesus saw the person who Peter would be­
come, the real Peter. He also sees who we can be­
come, ifwe will follow His call. Ifwe will follow 
Him, He will help us become our real selves. 

A Lener 
from the Laity 

derstand all about it. • 
"'What is REAL?' asked the Rabbit one day, 

when they were lying side by side near the nurs­
ery fender, before Nana came to tidy the room. 
··Does it mean having things that buzz inside you 
and a stick-out handle?' 

It is a constant struggle for me to shrug off 
the mask with which I attempt to cover my inad­
equacies, to reveal my true self to students, col­
leagues, my fellow church members , and even 
members of my family. Why should this be such 
a struggle? Why is it a struggle to be real? 

Margery Williams centers on the process of be­
coming real in "The Velveteen Rabbit," one ofmy 

'"Real isn't how you are made,' said the Skin 
Horse. 'It's a thing that happens to you. When 
a child loves you for a long, long time, not just 
to play with, but REALLY loves you, then you be­
come Real. ' 

By David Garrard 
I found this quote in the Oct. 1, 1997 issue. of Mar­

tin Marty's Context newsletter: "Whatever you do re­
peatedly; over and over again, has the power to shape 

. you." It reminded me of some advice I received years 
ago from a pastor friend. He told me, 
"Read your Bible every day. Read all 
of it-not just the New Testament. Es­
pecially read the Proverbs. If you will 
do this, you will find a wisdom settling 
over you that will make you unafraid 
to be a dangerous Christian." 

family's favorite children's stories. N. is true of Duane Bolin 
"'Does it hurt?' asked the Rabbit. 
'"Sometimes,' said the Skin Horse, for he was 

always truthful. 'When you are Real you don't 

The second chapter of Proverbs en- , 
courages us to "accept my words," "store up my com­
mands within you," "turn your ear to wisdom," "ap­
ply your heart to understanding." It also urges, "Call 
out for insight; cry aloud for understanding; look for 
it; search for it." These ad~onitions are coupled with a 
promise: "Then you will find the knowledge of God." 

the very best children 's stories (C. S. Lewis' "The 
Chronicles of Narnia," Kenneth Graham's "The Wind in 
the Willows" and E. B. White's "Charlotte's Web" come 
immediately to mind), the mother or father who faith­
fully reads the stories to a daughter or son is rewarded as 
richly as the child. 

In "The Velveteen Rabbit," a conversation between 
the Skin Horse and the Rabbit is really about the mor­
al and theological problem of becoming the person that 
we are meant to be in the company of those that we love 
the most: 

"The Skin Horse had lived longer in the nursery than 
any of the others. He was so old that his brown coat was 
bald in patches and showed the seams underneath, and 

Retirement like trip into space 
By Don Spencer 

Most of us are somewhat familiar now with the ba­
sic stages· of space travel. There is the initial "blast off' 
and fast acceleration phase, the slowing down phase 

as the boosters are jettisoned, and fi­
nally the sustained orbit around the 
earth. Planning for retirement has a 
similar three stage process-the accu­
mulation stage, the transition stage 
and the retirement income stage. The 
"blast off' stage is the accumulation 
stage of life. This is where you provide 

the fuel for a successful retirement through adequate 
savings and earnings. 

In space travel, when adequate height above the 
earth has been achieved, the main engines are throt­
tled down. Otherwise, the spacecraft would break 
apart as it leaves earth's atmosphere. In retirement 

. planning, the individual generally throttles down 
from an aggressive investment to a more conservative 
one. Depending on how one plans to take their retire­
ment income, this transition stage generally extends 
from about five years before until about five years af. 
ter retirement. 

In space travN, if the first stages were successful, 
then orbit is achieved. This orbit stage is analogous to 
moving into the retirement years with adequate retire­
ment income on a regular basis that cannot be out-

. lived. Sometimes there are surprises and necessary ad­
justments, but these generally can be handled with 
early preparation. 

In space travel, you cannot reach the orbit stage 
unless there was a successful blast off and transi­
tion. Likewise, the adequate retirement income stage 
is only achieved if the first two stages are successful. 
There can be no transition stage unless there was a 
successful accumulation stage. 

In space travel, if things go wrong in the initial 
stage or the transition stage, you cannot achieve a suc­
cessful orbit or go back and successfully "fix it." In re­
tirement planning, once you reach the time for the 
transition or the income stage, you cannot go back 
and successfully "fix it." Thus, it is critical that you do 
everything possible in the early years to achieve a suc­
cessful "blast off," which means putting aside an ade­
quate amount for retirement and making sure it is in­
vested appropriately. 
Don Spencer is a certified financial planner and directs the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention's church financial benefits department 

mind being hurt.' • 
'"Does it happen all at once, like being wound up,' he 

fiSked, 'or bit by bit?' 

• Recently, I was talking with a young boy about his 
decision to trust Christ. I asked him how it all came 
about. Jonathan told me how every night, his family 
reads the Bible together. They take turns leading this 
time, which simply consists of a few verses of scripture 
and prayer. 

'"It doesn't happen all at once,' said the Skin Horse. 
'You become. It takes a long time. That's why it doesn't 
often happen to people who break easily, or have sharp 
edges, or who have to be carefully kept. Generally, by the 
time you are Real, most of your hair has been loved off, • 
and your ·eyes drop out and you get loose in the joints 
and very shabby. But these things don't matter at all, be­
cause once you are Real you can 't be ugly, except to peo­
ple who don't understand.' 

'"(And) once you are Real you can't become unreal 
again. It lasts for always."' 

When we consistently expose ourselves to the truth 
found in Scripture, God's wisdonf enters our hearts. 
We begin to understand what if right, just, fair and 
good. We begin 'to understand the ways of God. We 
come to know God (Proverbs 2:9-10). That is what hap­
pened with Jonathan .... and it can happen to your child 
as well. 

Surely, becoming real is worth the surrender, the 
wear and tear and hurt" of the effort. What a-liberating 
concept-to drop the protective mask and live and be­
have genuinely regardless of the consequences, to live as 
the Lord meant us to live, to become what the Lord calls 
us to become. Becoming real. Jesus sees us and l{e says,-· 
"You are _ , but you will be_!" 

Your child can attain this same wisdom and under­
standing if you will be diligent and intentional in pro­
viding opportunities for God's Word to shape his or 
her life. Read the Bible as a family. Make Sunday school 
or some kind of Bible study a priority-just as impor­
tant as sports or music or any other activity. Encourage 
participation in programs like Children's Bible. Drill. ; 
1Jo these things over and ovei; again and you will be I 
helping your child find the knowledge of God and pre­
paring them to put their trust in Jesus. Duane Bolin teaches in the Department of History at Murray State University 

and is a deacon and Sunday school teacher at Murray's First Baptist Church 
Contact him at duane.bolin@murraystate.edu 

David Garrard is minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist Church • 
in Louisville. 

Begin helping Japan by praying for survivors, relief workers 
By Carlton Walker 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The following article 
was written by Carlton Walker, an Interna­
tional Mission Board missionary to Japan 

■ Geophysicists have reported that 
the force of the quake was so strong 
that it moved the.island ofHonshu 2.5 
meters (8.2 feet) to the east. 

for nearly 30 years. 
It is hard to believe 

that more than 48 hours 
FIRST PERSON 

■ There have been 164 
aftershocks at the time 
of this writing. Many are 

having a hard time distinguishing be­
tween actual aftershocks and feeling 
like things are moving when they re­
ally aren't. 

have now passed sinc.e Japan's earth­
quake. In.some ways it seemed like the 
longest couple of days in our lives. 

The government has upgraded 
the earthquake from 8.9 to 9.0. Thou­
sands are still trying to contact family, 
friends and loved ones caught in the 
sweep of the tsunami wave. They say 
that the "not knowing" is the hardest. 

We hear that there will be rolling 
blackouts several hours at a time here 
in Tokyo to conserve power nation­
wide. Given that bottled water, toilet 
paper and batteries are scarce to non­
existent in most places here, one can 
only imagine what things are like in 
the harder-hit areas in the northeast. 

Many gasoline stations are closed. 
If you are fortunate enough to get 
gas, it is a limited amount, with lines 
stretching for blocks. 

Watching news reports is over­
whelming. It is not just one event, one 
place, one story. It is a vast collage of 
human suffering. Yet, · even the pain 
you see on television is understated be­
cause the Japanese are stoic in nature. 

We know many things that we 
didn't know last night: 

■ This is the biggest quake in all of 
Japan's recorded history. 

Japan's self-defense forces have 
been among the first on the scene. 
The prqblem is that there are so many· 
scenes! A nationwide call to medical 
personnel, rescue workers, policemen 
and truck drivers to converge on the 
most affected areas has been issued. 
Rescue teams worldwide are either on 
the way or poised lo come, 

How you can help 
International Mission Board 

personnel and the Baptist Global 
Response assessment teatn on the 
ground in Japan continue to re­
mind Southern Baptists that they 
can best help at this time with a 
concerted prayer effort and mon­
etary donations~ You can contrib­
ute to diS'Aster relief efforts in Ja­
pan through the KBC website or 
send a check to the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention at P.O. Box 43433, 
Louisville, KY 40253-0433; note "Ja­
pan Earthquake/Isunami Relief.'' 

One colleague's comment sums up 
how most of us living in Japan feel: 
"My heart is racing with emotions and 
thoughts that come. I want to fly to the 
hard-hit areas and minister. I just want 
to be their hands and feet for whate.ver 
they need right now." 

She concluded with the wisest ad­
vice of all: "What do you do in times 
like these but pray and ask for His guid­
ance?" 

·Although it doesn't make sense in 
human terms, perhaps the way that 
most of us can make the most signif. 
icant contribution for the time be­
ing is to pray because the lives of oth­
ers both physically and spiritually de­
pend on it. 

Join my colleagues and me in pray­
ing for Japan: 

■ for the survivors and families of 
victims; for the opportunities we have 
to minister in the name of Jesus and 
for God to use this disaster to soften 
the spµitually hard ground of Japan 
and open multitudes of hearts to Hirn. 

■ for Christian workers and local 
Christians as they meet to come up 
with plans on how best to plan and im­
plement relief efforts. Pray that they 
will know how best to serve the Jap­
anese during this time of crisis, that 
these relief efforts will minister to the 
hearts of those in need. 

■ that those who hurt will receive 
aid and comfort. Pray that all will rec­
ognize there is. only one Rock who will 
never be shaken. (BP) 
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At the Shibuya Station intersection in Tokyo, people normally are shoulder~to-shoulder crossing the 
street. Since the March 11 earthquake and tsunami, transportation has been difficult. Meanwhile, as 
Japan's nuclear crisis escalates, fewer and fewer people take to the streets. (!MB photo) 

Missionaries in devastated 
Japan pray for 'divine wind' 
By Jennifer ·Rogers Spinola wind," or "divine wind") originally referred 
International Mission Board to typhoons that saved Japan from fleets of 

Tokyo-After a devastating tsunami and Mongol invaders in 1274 and 1281. 
the worst earthquake in Japan's recorded "In the history of Japan a 'divine wind' 
history, four nuclear power plants in-Fuku- has played a pivotal role in the survival 
shima continue to deteriorate and release of the nation several times," Walker ex­
rising levels ofradioactive emissions. plained. "Now is the time for Christians to 

According to Lana Oue, an Internation- arise and lay hold of God for a powerful east 
al Mission Board missionary in Tokyo, "all wind to protect this land." 
efforts to get water into the cooling tanks Walker added that the east is the only 
have failed." direction without beavily populated land 
. 1Jitmtclear.'dl~a$.t~~·'ll.as Jb:~:-;p~o.~irtial;, '.;..mass~s. -: -; , _ ., '.' : 
to directly affect a large part of the riation, Walker also urged Christians to pray for 
if reactors continue the meltdown process the "wind" of the Holy Spirit to "blow with 
and emissions blow directly over the land," great power over this land and create a spir­
said Carlton Walker, an IMB missionary in itual revival that will remake Japan from 
Narashino City. "If the emissions rise to the the inside out." 
jet stream, they will be carried as far away Que's son, Richard, also an 1MB mission-
as Europe." ary in Kawasaki, reported that missionar-

Walker said he believes an east wind ies have been operating in crisis mode since 
that stays low and out of the jet stream-to- the earthquake hit. 
ward the Pacific Ocean and out of Japan- "What we've been dealing with this 
may limit the damage from high radiation. week is unprecedented' in recent history-

dealing with three major interrelated,-cat­
. astrophic • events at once: a major earth­

quake, a huge tsunami, and disasters at nu­
clear power plants," he rioted. 

Wind in Japanese culture 
Not only is prayer for an east wind crit­

ical to containing the damage, but Walker 
said the idea of wind is an intrinsic part of 
Japanese culture. 

While best known for suicide attacks 
on Allied forces during World War II, the 
Japanese term "kamikaze" (literally, "god-

Richard Oue said missionaries are "ex­
tremely exhausted" but thankful to be safe, 
and continue to request prayers . as they 
reach out with Japanese Christians to share 
the gospel. 

Japanese·Baptist leader says 3/11 
wil_l be that country's Sept. 11 

Tokyo-AJa,panese Baptist leader predict­
ed the March 11 earthquake and tsunami 
disaster would leave its mark on Japan the 
same way the U.S. was changed after the 
terrorist attacks on Sept. 11. 

"3/11 will be etched on our heart and 
psyche just as 9/11 is imprinted on the 
American psyche," wrote Makoto Tan­
no, general secretary of the Japan Baptist 
Union. "The reasons are totally different, 
but it is a single event which determines 
how we as a nation will live for many years 
to come." 

Two Baptist conventions in Japan as­
sessed . damage to churches and awaited 
word on the safety of pastors ·and church 
members in the days after the disaster. 

Makoto Kato, executive director of the 
Japan Baptist Convention, said in a let­
ter dated March 14 that attempts had 

been made to communicate with all 17 
churches in the stricken area of northeast 
Japan. In general, inland churches and mis­
sion points suffered earthquake damage 
in smaller structJ,lres but larger buildings 
were not severely damaged. Several mem­
bers of Baptist churches living near the Pa­
cific coastline remained unreachable due 
to communication and travel outages. 

Kato said the "most urgent concern" fac­
ing the Japanese people right now is the 
danger of a nuc;lear disaster from nuclear 
power facilities. 

The Japan Baptistynion worked to com­
pile a list of churches reporting damages 
to buildings and tolls of human suffering. 
As of last week, leaders still had not heard 
from six pastors, reported Tomoko and 
John Armagost, International Ministries 
missionaries in Japan. (ABP) 

In wake of disaster, KBC DR 
establishes fund for Japan 

Louisville-Kentucky Baptists seek­
ing to help those affected by last week's 

• earthquake and tsunami in Japan can 
make a financial contribution through 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

Gifts to "Kentucky Baptist Disaster Re­
lief' with the memo "Japan Earthquake/ 
Tsunami Relief' may be sent to the KBC, 
PO Box 43433, . Louisville, KY 40253-
0433. Online giving is available at 
www.KyBaptist.org/DR. Find the link un­
der "contributions." 

Funds will be forwarded to the Inter­
national Mission Board to be used in di­
saster relief and recovery efforts, said Coy 
Webb, KBC's disaster relief associate. 

"My hope is that Kentucky Baptists 
will step forward as they have always 
don~ with grace and compassion and 
with aid for those affected by this disas­
ter," Webb said. 

A Southern Baptist disaster relief as­
sessment team arrived in Japan March 
12 and began work to determine the 
best way Southern Baptist volunteers can 
help on the scene, he said. 

However, last week a member of that 
assessment team reported that the grow­
ing radiation danger in the ·country has 
hampered Southern Baptist disaster re­
lief efforts. 

Baptist Global Response's Mark Wake­
field said the nuclear threat has limited 
assessments to the non-coastal areas of 
Japan that were affected. 

Teams from the Alabama, California 
and South Carolina Baptist conventions 

are expected to be the first Southern Bap­
tist disaster relief volunteers called upon 
to serve in Japan. 

Prayer is a gift everyone can give to the 
Japanese people, Webb added. 

"We should pray ... for those who are 
hurting that they will receive aid and 
compassion and that they will be drawn 
to Christ," he said. 

While efforts are just beginning to 
help the people of Japan, here at home, 
20 Kentucky Baptists recently finished 
serving in Ohio following widespread 
flooding there. The group volunteered in 
Wapakoneta, Ohio, about 90 miles north­
west of Columbus. 

Webb said the 17 "mud-out" volun­
teers, two chaplains and one command 
team leader from 10 Kentucky Baptist 
associations completed their work last 
week. 

Through Kentucky Baptist disaster re­
lief, more th;m 7,000 individuals have 
been trained to respond to natural and 
man-made crises with an array of ser­
vices. Feeding units can provide thou­
sands of meals on short notice. Volun­
teers in other units can move in with 
chainsaws to remove debris, remove 11\Ud 
from flooded homes and provide other 
assistance. 

Kentucky Baptists are part of a larger 
network of Southern Baptist volunteers 
that comprise the third largest relief or­
ganization in the United States. To learn 
more about Kentucky Baptist disaster re­
lief, go to www.KyBa,tist.org/DR. 
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Fed up.~th lfo]!ywood • 

By Kim Lawton 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly 

Yorba Linda, Calil.-This year's Osca,rs may 
have been passed out, but for some church­
es across the country the major motion pic­
ture season is just getting started. 

Frustrated with the movies Hollywood 
has been releasing, more and more con­
gregations are making their own feature 
films. 

One is Friends Church in Yorba Llnda, 
Calif., a Quaker congregation with an evan­
gelical megachurch worship style where 
members are finishing production on a 
film called "Not Today." 

"I still hear people say it in the church, 
'What are we doing? We're making a mov­
ie? What are you talking about?"' Jon Van 
Dyke, Friends Church's media director, 
told the PBS show "Religion & Ethics News­
weekly." 

Van Dyke is director of "Not Today," 
which tells the story of a spoiled young 
American who goes on a partying trip to In­
dia and gets pulled into the search for a lit­
tle girl sold to human traffickers. The film 
was partly shot in India and centers around 
Dalits, the so-called "untouchables" on the 
lowest rung of the traditional caste system. 
Friends Church connected with Dalits dur­
ing mission trips. 

"I had never heard of the Dalits until I 
went to India," said Brent Martz, producer 
of "Not Today" and pastor of creative minis­
tries at Friends Church. 

The congregation committed to help 
free Dalits who had been trafficked and to 
build 200 schools for Dalit children. And, 
because the congregation is in the back-

yard of Hollywood, members decided to 
make a movie as well. • 

"It wasn't just to make a movie, because 
we're not in the movie business; we're a 
church," said Matthew Cork, the congrega­
tion's lead pastor. "But as a church, we do 
have an obligation and a responsibility to 
tell the message, and we believe that this 
was the best way for us." 

Some experts question whether this is 
something local churches should be doing. 

"I guess I have an outdated notion that 
churches are there to inspire parishio­
ners to then go and do things, in whatev­
er genre, whether it's politics or media or 
whatever," said Mark Joseph, a film produc­
er with the MJM Entertainment Group who 

• writes about religion and pop culture. 
'Tm not sure about church as film stu­

dio or church as commercial enterprise," 
he said. "But that's, I think, the danger 
down this path." 

The church filrnmaking trend began at 
Sherwood Baptist in Albany, Ga., where as­
sociate pastors and brothers Alex and Ste­
phen Kendrick have released three feature 
films since 2003. They are finishing the 
fourth one, "Courageous," about police­
men struggling to be good fathers. 

At Sherwood, volunteer church mein­
bers make up nearly all the cast and crew 
and do everything from catering to build­
ing sets. Sherwood teamed with Provident 
Films and found a very receptive audience. 
Their third film, "Fireproof," starring Kirk 
Cameron, was made on a $500,000 budget, 
and it took in more than $33 million at the 
box office,. making it the highest-grossing 
independent film of 2008. 
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MEGAPLEX CHURCHES Frustrated with Hollywood's fare, churches are making their own films, such 
as "The Grace Card," which was made by Calvary Church in Memphis, Tenn. (RNS photo courtesy of 
Sony Entertainment) 

Sherwood's films have a specific mes- "The Grace Card," which Evans also di-
sage, and making their own movies allows rected, is a story about forgiveness and ra­
them to express it. The films have an overt- cial reconciliation. Although many in the 
ly Christian tone, and the upcoming "Cou- cast are Calvary Church members, the film 
rageous" continues that. stars Academy Award winner Louis Gossett 

Sherwood's efforts have inspired other Jr., and it has several Hollywood partners, 
congregations. including Samuel Goldwyn Films. 

"You've got these church media direc- "We want, No. 1, for God to be glorified 
tors and their pastors going, 'Hey, why can't through thi.s movie," Evans said. "We want 
we do that?"' Joseph said. to plant seeds that result in people demon-

At Calvary Church of the Nazarene in strating forgiveness and extending grace. 
Cordova, Tenn., optometrist David Evans That's something we all need to do on a 
wrote and directed the church's annu- larger scale." 
al passion play for 15 years. He said after At Friends Church, filmmakers said they 
watching "Fireproof," he came away believ- tried to incorporate their characters' faith 
ing Calvary should make a film too. into the story in a natural way. 

"I r~alized that God had been preparing "This isn't a Christian movie," Martz 
us for the last 15 years to do something far said. "It's a movie about human trafficking 
greater than we could ever imagine, and that happens to be (seen) through the expe­
that's what set off the course of actions for rieiice of a couple of Christians who are re­
me to begin writing the basic story oFThe = ally.strnggluig--to ·I.we a-cgood €hristian life-:"' 
Grace Card,'" he said. (RNS) 

"Did you k-now there is a quiet, secluded Christian 
etreat rtg!lt in the-middl·e of Pigeon Forge, Tennessee?'· 
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Christ·ians. question conventional wisdom on divorce stats 
By Adelle Banks 

Storrs, Conn.-It's been proclaimed from 
pulpits and blogs for years-Christians 
• divorce as much as everyone else in the 
United States. 

But some scholars and family activists 
are questioning the oft-cited statistics, say­
ing Christians who attend church regular­
ly are more likely to remain wed. 

"It's a useful myth," said Bradley 
Wright, a University of Connecticut soci­
ologistwho recently wrote "Christians Are 
Hate-Filled Hypocrites ... and Other Lies 
You've Been Told." 

"Because if a pastor wants to preach 
about how Christians should take their 
marriages more seriously, he or she can 
trot out this statistic to get them to listen 
to him." 

committed, faithful believer makes a mea­
surable difference in marriage." 

Brad Wilcox, director of the National 
Marriage Project at the University of Vir­
ginia, agreed there has been some confu­
sion. 

"You do hear, both in Christian and 
non-Christian circles, that Christians are 
no different from anyone else when it 
comes to divorce and that is not true if you 
are focusing on Christians who are regular 
church attendees," he said. 

Wilcox's analysis of the National Survey 
of Families and Households has found that 
Americans who attend religious services 
several times a month were about 35 per­
cent less likely to divorce than those with 
no religious affiliation. 

The various findings on religion and di­
vorce hinge on what kind of Christians are 
being discussed. ents of other religions , have a divorce rate 

of about 42 percent. The rate among reli­
giously unaffiliated Americans is 50 per-

Him as their Savior. 

Nominal conservative Protestants, on 
the other hand, were 20 percent more like­
ly to divorce than those who are religious­
ly unaffiliated. 

Wright combed through the General 
Social Survey, a vast demographic st1Jdy 
conducted by the National Opinion Re­
search Center at the University of Chica­
go, and found that Christians, like adher-

cent. • 
When Wright examined the statistics 

on evangelicals, he found worship atten­
dance has a big influence on the numbers. 
Six in -10 evangelicals who never attend 
had been divorced or separated, compared 
to just 38 percent of weekly attendees. 

Evangelicals, on the other hand, are 
those who fit the born-again definition but 
also meet seven other conditions, includ­
ing sharing their beliefs with non-Chris­
tians and agreeing that the Bible is com­
pletely accurate. 

"There's something about being a nom­
inal 'Christian' that is linked to a lot of 
negative outcomes when it comes to fami­
ly life," Wilcox said. (RNS) 

Wright questions the approach of The 
Barna Group, evangelical pollsters based 
in Ventura, Calif. 

Barna's latest published divorce statis­
tics say-one-third of all adults, including 
"non-evangelical born-again Christians," 
have ended a marriage. 

David Kinnaman, Barna's president, 
said the statistical differences reflect var­
ied approaches, with Wright looking more 
at attendance and his research firm dwell­
ing on theological commitments. 

"We've tried to measure it based on 
theological perspective, not merely their 
church attendance or whether they call 
themselves Catholic or mainline," Kinna­
man said. 

"The divorce rates of 
Christian believers are not 

identical to the general 
population-not even 

close. Being a committed, 
faithful believer makes a - -

-rrr;mq ?niearumble ififferen-ce 
in marriage." 

-Glenn Stanton of Focus on the Family 

Barna's statistics are tied to its highly 
specific-and controversial- definitions of 

0 1fo'in.-again Christians and evangelicals. 
For instance, Barna labels Christians 

"born-again" if they have made a personal 
commitment to Jesus and believe they will 
go to heaven because they have accepted 

Glenn Stanton of Focus on the Fami­
ly wrote a recent column in Baptist Press 
highlighting Wright's interpretation of 
the state of divorce for Christians. 

"The divorce rates of Christian believ­
ers are not identical to the general popu­
lation- not even close," he wrote. "Being a 

I DO? Jim Bob and Michelle Duggar, seen here 
renewing their wedding vows on an episode of 
TL C's "18 Kids and Counting, " shun all forms of 
birth control and trust in God to dictate the size 
of their family. A new study claims that Chris­
tians like the Duggars are less likely to divorce 

Meet the class of 2011 
'Annie' closes out her time at Oneida 
looking forward to 'new.beginnings' 

I'm going to say the most selfisp. thing I ever 
have written in all my years of doing this col­
umn: If it were not for some wonderfully gener­
ous people who support our ministry, my staff 
and I wouldn't have the opportunity to work 
with some of the most wonderful kids in the 

aware of everyone welcoming and hugging each 
other, and I remember wondering if I was ever go­
ing to have friends like that. Then one of the most 
amazing girls came up to me and said, 'Hi, I'm 
Julia. What's your name?' ... Since then I've made 
... relationships that are worth hanging on to. Af­
ter a full week of God's love being poured on me, 
I gave my life to Christ in August of 2006 and was 
baptized the next month. 

"It's not Oneida itself that is special world. And this article is about one of 
them. 

"Annie" (not her real name) came to 
the U.S. from Mongolia when she was 
5 years old. Space does not allow me to 
give details about her family dynam­
ics, including moving many times, but 
I assure you she has had a difficult time. 
Here is part of her senior essay: 

This is Oneida to me, it's the people .... The faculty and 
staff are the most amazing group of peo­
ple I know. They took time to help and 
guide me, not because I deserved it but 
because of God's love in them. They loved 
me, cared for me, prayed for me and so 
much more. 

"While living in Arkansas, an older 
couple took me to church every Sunday; 
(they) planted God's seed. After church 
they would take me to eat at a nice res­

"At OBI I've grown in Christ and 
though it was not, nor will it always be, a 
smooth road for me, it has, and will con­

W. F. Underwood tinue to be, one big adventure. OBI is a 
taurant. I remember once the husband asked 
me, 'Do you only go to church with us because 
we take you out to eat?' I told him 'No,' but my 
stomach was saying otherwise." 

After moving to North Dakota and then to 
California, Annie wrote, "I would come home ev­
ery day to an empty house .... This is not a self. 
pity address; ... the important lesson is there will 
always be a hole in a person's heart that oniy 
God can fill .... The summer after my sixth grade 
(year), I was asked if I wanted to attend Oneida 
Baptist Institute. 

"While traveling to Oneida the only thing I 
could think about was, 'Wow .... This has to be 
where they filmed The Texas Chainsaw Massa­
cre.' ... That Sunday I was waiting ... to go to the 
evening chapel service with the other girls. I was 

miniature world. There are so many cul· 
tures in this one place. One of the highlights of 
the year is the .Culture Fair where the interna­
tional students cook their native dishes. It's also 
the most delicious time of the year. 

"So I leave you with this: God's love and pres­
ence is everywhere. He is never far away .... Let 
us not shed tears because ofan end (graduation), 
but let us rejoice in a new beginning." 

Without the love and support of our many 
friends, we would not be able to help worthy 
and lovely students like Annie. When she needed 
help, you made it possible for us to reach out to 
her. If you knew Annie you would be blessed, too. 
Thank you so much! 
WF. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972; www.oneida 
school.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org 

• than nonbelievers. (RNS photo courtesy of TLC) 

Now clinging to the cross 
Once 'worldly' student Zach 
thankful God changed his life 

First-year student Zach Stone 
from Lexington is thankful the 
outlook on life he has now is far 
different than a few years ago. 

"I basically grew up in church," 

ly that night. I surrendered my 
life to Christ that night and ev­
erything changed for me. I quit 
the worldly scene I was caught up 
in, got involved in church and just 
got on fire for the Lord. 

"I feel the Lord leading me 
to minister to other young peo­

Clear Creek 
Chronicle 

ple who are clinging to 
the world instead of the 
cross," Zach said. "I feel a 
need to go into the cities 
of America and minister 
to young people who are 
caught up in the worldly 
scene like I was. This sum­
mer I have the opportuni­
ty to participate in a sum­
mer mission trip to New 
York City with missions 

Zach recalled. "My parents 
were involved in children 
and youth ministry as I 
grew up, so I was around 
church all the time. I knew 
about God and Jesus, but 
I never fully understood 
about the personal rela­
tionship with Christ. So 
when troubles came to my 
life, I didn't cling to the 
cross, I started clinging to 
worldly things. Donnie Fox professor Dr. Bob Hughes. 

"I eventually got in­
volved in some things that I 
shouldn't have," Zach said. "After 
a few years of living like.. that, I just 
wanted to give up on everything, 
including life. That was when my 
friend invited me to go to church 
with him and I decided to go. 

"The message that night was 
on the prodigal son," he said. "It 
amazed nie because the lies that 
Satan had been telling me was that 
I needed to clean up before I came 
to Christ. God spoke to me through 
the message telling me that He was 
glad to see me come to Him no 
matter what shape I was in. 

"That message fit me perfect-

I am excited to see how 
God is going to use me • on the 
trip.'' 

"I am glad that Clear Creek 
gives students the opportunity to 
go on summer mission trips. It re­
ally is a good opportunity to get a 
feel for a specific area where God 
maybe leading." 

Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek 
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek 
Road, Pineville, KY 40977; toll-free: 
(866) 340-3196; Web site: WWW: 
ccbbc.edu; e-mail: dfox@ccbbc.edu 
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Critics fired up over Rob Bell's new book, views on eternity 
By Cathy Lynn Grossman 
USA Today 

Grand Rapids, Mich·.-Talk about. hell­
fire. One of the nation's rock-star-popu­
lar young pastors, Rob Bell, 40, has stuck 
a pitchfork in how Christians talk about 
damnation. 

Pastor Bell's "Love Wins: A Book About 
Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of Every Per­
son Who Ever Lived," arrived in stores last 
week. 

Critics pounced before the book even 
was published, provoking weeks of debate 
among pastors, theologians and anyone 

else who scans the Christian blogosphere. 
In "Love Wins," Bell claims: 
■ Heaven and hell are choices we make 

and live with right now. "God gives us 
what we want," including the freedom to 
live apart from God (hell) or turn to God's 
way (heaven). 

■ Death doesn't cut off the ability to re­
pent. In his Bible, Bell says he sees no "in­
finite, eternal torment for things (people) 
did in their few finite years of life." 

■ Jesus makes salvation possible even 
for people who never know his name. "We 
have to allow for mystery," for people who 

ISRAEl TOURS 
Superb Biblical Guides 

with a tremendous understanding of current 
and historical geography, culture, the Greek & 

Hebrew text and practical application of Scripture. 

24 wonderful packages - year-round 
for the Evangelical Christian. 

Excellent value for small groups, 
large groups, and individuals. 

Also, a large selection to G-""O & Turkey Steps of Paul, 
Italy, Germany, Petra, Egypt Steps of Moses & Joseph. 

www.pilgrimtours.com 
Box 268, Main St., Morgantown PA, 19543 ·aoo.322-0788 
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Students' hearts 'washed' this summer, 
With camp season nearing, staff 
at Crossings seek changed hearts 
By Lindsay Swartz 
Guest services coordinator 

awhile, yet have grown cold and stag­
nant in their love for and walk with 
Him. Like Paul does in our camp _pas­
sage, we want to remind them who their 
Savior is, who they were apart from 
Him, and what He has accomplished on 
their behalf. 

"Such were some of you. But you were 
washed, you were sanctified, you were jus­
tified in the name of the Lord Jesus 

Ky. Baplisl 
Assemblies 

Christ and by the Spirit of our God" 
(1 Corinthians 6:11). 

Take a look at your walk with 
the Lord. Is it vibrant and full of 
faith, yielding good works that 
glorify the Father? Or have you 
blended in with the world and 
grown hard in your heart? If 
we're not careful to guard our 

hearts, they can grow dull to the 
treasure of Christ, the cost of fol­
lowing Him, His grace that works David Melber 

Our burden is to remind our­
selves, as well, because we nev­
er outgrow our need for the gos­
pel. We simply forget that we 
need Him every hour. We forget 
that He is greater than we can 
imagine. We forget that we have 
been washed of our sins, set on 
the road to sanctification, and 
declared innocent before God 
because of His blood. And our 
lives start to look like the world; 
like what we once were. 

in and through _us. And this is the 
message we want to share with more 
than 9,300 students and adults at Cross­
ings camps this summer. 

Our 2011 theme is "Washed," taken 
from 1 Corinthians 6:11. Although our 
themes change annually, our message 
never does: There is salvation in no oth­
er name by which we must be saved but 
Jesus Christ .(Acts 4:12). 

During camp, we want to see students 
cross over from death to life through 
faith in Christ. But we also want to chal­
lenge those who have known Christ for 

So, we. pray that the Spirit 
will transform all of us by this truth this 
summer. We pray that students, adults 
and staff will leave changed- some of 
them washed for the first time, while 
others ofus get out of the mud and start 
to see rivers of living water flow out of 
our hearts again. 

David Melber is president of Kentucky Baptist 
Assemblies. Contact him at Box 99918, 
Louisville, KY 42069-0918; phone (502) 
491-7000. 

"drink from the rock" of faith "without 
knowing who or what it was." 

■ Churches that don't allow for this are 
"misguided and toxic." 

Small wonder that traditionalists call 
him a false teacher of a Jesus-optional gos­
pel, leading innocents to damnation and a 
traitor to the evangelical label. 

In an interview with USA TODAY, Bell 
joked: "I am not aware that labels are the 
highest form of goodness and truth." He 
rebuffed critics who say he presents a Je­
sus-optional Christianity: "Jesus spoke of 
the renewal of all things. He said, 'I have 
sheep who are not of this flock.' Through 
Him, extraordinary things are happening 
in the world." 

Bell's view is "that God is love, that He 
sent Jesus to show us that love, that love 
demands freedom. So making definitive 
judgments about other people's destiny 
is not interesting to me. The heart of God 
is to rescue everyone from everything we 
need to be rescued from." 

Justin Taylor. of the Gospel Coalition, 
a network of traditionalist scholars and 
pastors, said Bell's views are "dangerous 
and contrary to the word of God .... If Bell 
doesn't believe in eternal punishment, 
then he doesn't think sin is an offense 
against a holy God." 

It was Taylor's critique last month, 
based on reading a few chapters, that trig­
gered explosive arguments radiating from -
Christian sites to CNN. Now that he has 
read all 200 pages, Taylor said he is even 
more convinced of Bell's errors. 

"Whether you like it or not, the Bible 
presents true teaching and warns against 
false teachers, even those who look like 
great people," said Taylor, digging at Bell's 
highly stylized videos circulating online 
and among churches coast to coast. 

But Richard Mouw, president of the 
world's largest Protestant seminary, Fuller 
Theological Seminary based in Pasadena, . 
Calif., calls Love Wins "a great book," well 
within the bounds of orthodox Christiani­
ty and passionate about Jesus. 

Southern Baptist leaders are among 

'Pure relfgion' 
Caring tor Kentucky's abused kids 
is mission of Sunrise, all churches 

HEAVEN AND HELL Rob Bell is a Michigan pas­
tor and author of "Love Wins: A Book about 
Heaven, Hell and the Fate of Every Person Who 
Ever Lived." (RNS file photo) 

those who have targeted Bell as "the very 
definition of a wolf in sheep's clothing," 
according to Denny Burk, dean of Boyce 
College in Louisville. 

Last week, Burk joined Taylor and 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
leaders Albert Mohler and Russell Moore 
in a panel discussion about Bell's book at 
the semirniry. The~nien daim Bell's popu­
larity among evangelicals makes such a 
discussion and response to his _book nec­
essary. 
• . Bell "has a tremendous influence, es­

pecially with younger evangelicals, and 
I think that's why we have .to talk about 
this. We're very concerned about the loss 
of the gospel," Mohler said. (RNS) 
With additional reporting by Baptist Press 

is reliant upon the continued faithful giv­
ing and support of our churches. 

God has blessed me with the opportu-
By Carmen Peckenpaugh nity to join Sunrise as the associate dir~c-
Associate director of faith-based partnerships _ tor offaith-based partnerships in order to 

While more than 780,000 Kentucky encourage and support our local church-
Baptists were in the midst of wor- S p" es and ministry organization~ to 
shipping together last year, more Ch~IDd IS~ deal with the devastating issue of 
than 19,500 children in Kentucky I rens child abuse. 
were being abused. Services During my studies at Kentucky 

The Bible tells us that the lit- ., . .,, ,,k '"' , Wesleyan and Asbury Theological 
Seminary, I worked for four years 
with below-poverty-level children 
and faniilies in a family-educa­
tion program. I also vocationally 
served at Zion Baptist Church in 
Henderson in student ministry. 

mus test for 'pure religion' is the 
way we treat widows and orphans. 
"Pure and genuine religion in the 
sight of God the Father means car­
ing for the orphans and widows 
in their distress and refusing to 
let the world corrupt you" (James 
1:27). 

With a legacy dating back to 
1869, Sunrise Children's Services 

I am passionate about serv­
ing hurting kids and pursuing 

Bill Smithwick the church to partner with us to 

has been Kentucky Baptists' answer to .min-
1stering to the hurting children and fami­
lies across the state for a long time. With so 
many children continuing to suffer abuse 
and neglect, the need is greater now than 
ever before. 

Our mission at Sunrise is to provide care 
and hope through Christ-centered minis­
tries. Sunrise cares for more than 2,000 of 
Kentucky's abused and neglected children 
each year in 10 residential facilities, state­
wide foster care, adoption and in-home ser­
vices. Our ability to provide these services 

answer . the call to care for our 
children. I look forward to meeting and 
speaking with you about Sunrise and how 
we can partner to help kids in crisis shine 
with the love of Christ. 

If you wo_uld like additional informa­
tion or to arrange a speaking engage­
ment, please contact Carmen Pecken­
paugh at (502) 538-1046 or by e-mail 
CPeckenpaugh@Sunrise.org. 

Bill Smithwick is president of Sunrise 
Children's Services. Contact Sunrise at 
(502) 538-1000 or www.sunrise.org 
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CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS 
March 
24 Growing Ministries Tour, 

Living Hope Baptist 
Church, Hopkinsville. 

25-26 Kentucky Woman's 
Missionary Union Annual 
Meeting, First Baptist 
Church, Bowling Green. 

April 
1-2 Exalt, Forest Park 

Baptist Church, Bowling 
Green. 

1-3 Baptist Campus 
Ministries Leadership 
Training Conference, 
Cedarmore Camp and 
Conference Center, 
Bagdad. 

2 Vacation Bible School 
Clinic, Beacon Hill 
Baptist Church, 
Somerset. 

7-8 Joshua Cluster 
Celebration, Hilton 
Garden Inn, Louisville. 

8-9 Team Leader Training 
for International 
Missions, Baptist 
Building, Louisville. 

8-9 Women on Mission 
Regional Retreat, Laurel 
Lake Baptist Camp, 
Corbin. 

9 Disaster Relief Regional 
Training, Beacon 
Hill Baptist Church, 

: Somerset. 
14-15 Quarterly Prayer 

Meeting for Spiritual 
Awakening, Northside 
Baptist Church, Mount 
Vernon. 

14-16 Ministers in 
Transition, Louisville. 

16 Youth Bible Drill and 
Speakers' Tournament, 
Northside Baptist 
Church, Elizabethtown. 

26 Developing and 
Managing People 
Workshop, Baptist 
Building, Louisville. 

29 Children's Bible Drill, 
St. Matthews Baptist 
Church, Louisville. 

29-30 Sunday School 
Growth Academy, 
Paroquet Springs 
Conference Center, 
Shepherdsville. 

29-30 Women on Mission 
Regional Retreat, Camp 
Schafer, Pellville. 

29-5/1 All-State Children's 
Choir-East, Cedarmore 
Camp and Conference 
Center, Bagdad. 

29-5/1 All-State Children's 
Choir-West, Jonathan 
Creek Camp and 
Conference Center, 
Hardin. 

29-5/1 Equestrian Trail Ride, 
Mammoth Cave National 
Park. 

Butler's legacy honored 

The legacy of longtime Kentucky Baptist pastor La Verne Butler was honored ear­
lier this month by the school he once served as president. At its annual banquet, 
the alumni association of Mid-Continent University presented Butler's daughter 
Sandra Hodge (left) and grandson Ryan Hodge (right) with the school's Lifetime 
Service Award in recognition of the late Dr. Butler, who died last December. Also 
pictured is Mid-Continent President Robert Imhoff (center left) and MCU trustee 
chafr Tom Butler. Laverne Butler served as president of Mid-Continent from 
1988-97. Prior to that, he served as pastor of Louisville's Ninth and O Baptist 
Church, where he was known as a leader of the conservative movement in the 
Kentucky and Southern Baptist conventions. (Mid-Continent photo) 

Actress' book reaches NYT list 
Nashville, Tenn.-"Reshaping It All: 

Motivation for Spiritual and Physi­
cal Fitness" by actress Candace Cam­
eron Bure ("Full House," "Make It or 
Break It") has debuted at No. 13 on 
The New York Times' pc1perback ad­
vice & miscellaneous best-sellers 
list. 

Bure, recently featured in Peo­
ple magazine and on NBC's "To­
day" show, recalls in the book her 
inspirational victory over food ad­
diction and explains how she keeps 
a healthy outlook on weight despite 
Hollywood's toothpick-thin expecta­
tions. 

The book, which moved onto The 
Times' best seller list last month, 
was released Jan. 1 by B&H Publish­
ing Group of LifeWay Christian Re­
sources. 

Bure, now married with three 
kids, is a rare Hollywood mom who 
maintains a normal life-no train­
er, no nanny, no chef-and is outspo­
ken about how her Christian faith 
has helped her overcome various 
obstacles such as her struggle 'Alith 
food. "Reshaping It All" seeks to help 
women begin to embrace a healthier 

• lifestyle by moving faith to the fore­
front, making wise fundamental 
choices abo'ut diet and exercise, and 
finding their worth in God's eyes. 

"I knew who God was, but I still 
hadn't grasped who I was in His 
sight," Bure writes. Now, with ev­
erything in proper perspective; she 
adds, 'Tm 25 pounds lighter than I 
was on Full House, have a full house 
of my own and feel better than 
ever." 
• "Candace has said that first and 
foremost she .is a wife and mom," 
said Jennifer Lyell, B&H Publishing 
Group's executive editor for wom­
en's books. 

"Her career as an actress comes 
after those most important roles," 
Lyell added. "What we have observed 
from the tremendous response to 
'Reshaping It All' is that readers re­
ally resonate with her as a wife, a 

ljap 
\w · 

RESHAPING LIVES Candace Cameron 
Bure's book "Reshaping It All" seeks to 
help women embrace healthier lifestyles, 
make wise diet and exercise choices, all 
through an emphasis on faith, as well as 
find discover their self-worth in God's 
eyes. The book was published by B&H 
Publishing Group of LifeWay Christian 
Resources. 

mom and as a trusted friend they've 
grown up alongside. They connect 
with her as a woman not so differ­
ent than them. Her struggles, victo­
ries and resulting guidance are not 
those of a sensational Hollywood 
tell-all, but rather of a day-to-day re­
ality with which we can all identify 
and respond." 

Bure starred for eight seasons 
on the hit ABC series "Full House" 
(still syndicated in more than 100 
countries) and now is a featured 
cast member on ABC Family's popu­
lar drama, "Make It or Break It." She 
also is active in several charities and 
speaks to women nationally about 
her faith-basetl weight loss success. 

Bure fives with her -husband, Na­
tional Hdck~y_ Leagtlf,' • star Valeri 
Bure, and theinthree children.in Los 
Angeles:JBP) • • : - • -

www.~~r'det".org 
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MOUNTAINS TO THE MISSISSIPPI 

■ BEREA-White Lick Church re­
cently called Wayne Dunn as pas­
tor. 
■ CAMPBELLSVILLE-Campbells­
ville University will host theolo­
gian Walter Shurden, minister at 
large at Mercer University in Ma­
con, Ga., for a Baptist Heritage Se­
ries lecture March 29, 6:30 p.m., in 
the banquet hall of the Badgett Ac­
ademic Support Center. For more 
information, call the office of 
church and external relations at 
(270) 789-5520. 
■ CORBIN-Piney Grove Church re­
cently called Ralph Rogers as in­
terim pastor. 
■ FRANKLIN-Calvary Church will 
hold revival services March 27-
30 with Bill Whittaker as evan­
gelist. Steve and Becky Carver of 
One Way Ministries in MississiJr 
pi will lead music. Wyman Copass 
is pastor. 
■ GRAY-Candle Ridge Church re­
cently called Jeremy Abner as pas­
tor. 

Grant's Lick Church will host 
the Oneid~ Baptist Institute 
Choir in concert March 27, 11 
a.m. Tom Wilkes is pastor. 

■ LEBANON-Woodlawn Church 
will hold revival services March 
27, 1i a.m. & 6 p.m.; March 28-30, 
7 p.m., with Patrick Butcher, pas­
tor ofNorthside Church in Science 
Hill, as evangelist. Greg Haynes is 
pastor. 
■ LEITCHFIELD-Little Clifty Church 
recently called Gerald Otahal as 
pastor. 
■ PRINCETON-Emmanue-1 Church 
recently called Matt Smothers as 
pastor. 

CLASSIFIED Aos 
To place an advertisement: 

Rates are available upon request. 
Call (502) 489-3428; 

or visit www.WesternRecorder.org. 
Claims made by advertisers are not 

necessarily those of the Western 
Recorder's staff or directors. · 

FOR RENT: Two condos in Destin, 
Fla. Each has 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, and 
a sofa bed. Special price: $490/week 
for April and May. (423) 309-4422; or 
lbrammer@charter.net. 

FOR SALE: CD of your favorite hymns 
on the harp. Fitting for Easter. $15 sfh. 
Order now: www.harpistjanhill.com. 

FOR SALE: Six-tier lighted patriotic 
singing flag-used for choir cantatas.~ 
Manufacturer's construction/lighting 
instructions included; photos avail­
able. POC: John Rice (Elizabethtown, 
Ky.), john@severnsvalley.org or {270) 
765-7822. 

FOR SALE: Seventeen 15-foot solid 
oal< pews. Contact Rodney Vincent at 
First Baptist Church, Bowling Green, 
{270) 842-0331 ; or by e-mail: rvincent 
@firstbaptistbg.org. 

FREE: Large brass chandelier needs 
new church home. Contact Joyce at 
(270) 534-1400 for more information. 

SEEKING: Full-time youth minis­
ter. Elk Horn Baptist Church, CamJr 
bellsville, Ky., a Spirit-led, soul-win­
ning, life-changing church seeks a cre­
ative and experienced- youth pastor 
who has a passion for working with 
young people and can lead and min­
ister to a diverse, multi-cultural youth 
group (grades 7-12). Send resume to 
office@elkhornbc.org; or 3145 Elkhorn 
Road, Campbellsville, KY 42718. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of stu­
dents for Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, 
Somerset, Ky. Candidate must be a God­
called man who can provide leader­
ship to all student ministries of PHBC 
from preschool through 12th grade. 
He must be competent in the areas 
of teaching, administration, and stu­
dent pastoral care. • Church Website 
is phbcsomerset.com, Send resumes 
to Personnel Committee, PHBC, 1685 

• Hwy. 3091, Somerset, KY 42503; or 
e-mail phbc@newwavecomm.net. 

SEEKING: Full-time children/ 
educational minister for First BaJr 
ti.st Church, Hodgenville, Ky._ Hours 
of work: 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. during the 
week with scheduled day off, plus 
weekend ministerial duties to include 
coordinating Upward, VBS, etc. Start­
ing salary commensurate with educa­
tion and experience, with a range of 
$35,000-$42,000. Contact Sally Lewis 
at (270) 358-3193. 

SEEKING: Interim youth director to 
lead om: young ladies and young men 
to a better understanding of God's 
will for :their lives. This position is 
planned to begin Ju~e 1, 2011. Please 
indicate your interest by forwarding 
your resume with a recent photo to 
Glasgow Baptist Church, 401 S. Green 
St., Glasgow, KY 42141, Attn: Personnel 
Committee. 

SEEKING: Pastor for Reid Village Ba Jr 
ti.st Church. Please send resume and 
audiofvideo sermon to eddieratliff@ro 
adrunner.com; or mail to Pulpit Com­
mittee, 1827 Stratford Place, Mt. Ster­
ling, KY 40353. 

SEEKING: Bivocational youth min­
ister to lead our youth to be mature 
Christ followers . Is the Lord lead­
ing you? Please send resume to Turn-· 
er Ridge Baptist Church, 60 McGraw 
Road, Falmouth, KY 41040; or send 
e-mail to daleannbeighle@yahoo.com. 

SEEKING: Exciting, passionate lead­
er to direct children's ministry and 
oversee daily activities of family life 
center. Must have vision and desire to 
share the love of Christ with children 
and families through God-given spir­
itual gifts. Experie_nce preferred, col­
lege degree a plus. Please send cov­
er letter and resume to: Search Com­
mittee, Marion Baptist Church, PO 
Box 384, Marion, KY 42064; or e-mail 
to: searchcommittee@marionbapti.st 
church.com. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of mu­
sic who will be responsible for plan­
ning weekly worship services, work­
ing with the adult choir and all instru­
mentalists, and overseeing the entire 
music ministry of the church. Contact 
Pastor Rodney Bice at Bardwell Baptist 
Church, (270) 628-3645; or bbcpastorl 
@windstream.net. 
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SMILE 
Vibrant leadership in Sunday school 
By David Francis 

If you've read about organization­
al leadership, you'll recognize the 
idea of the "inverted pyramid." Vi­
brant leaders see themselves as ser­
vants at the bottom of a pyramid, 

makes them church members, nor 
obligates them toward membership. 
It's simply a safe place to belong be­
fore they believe, whether or not 
they ever do. 

These principles go against the 
whose primary job is 
to exhort and support 
those charged with car­

FIRST PERSON 
grain, because the natu­
ral inertia of any group 
is to become closed. Vi­

rying out the organization's vision 
and mission. 

Vibrant leaders keep organiza­
tional energy focused on a few key 
principles. My boss at LifeWay, John 
Kramp, urges me to guard against 
letting an issue "spin out into com­
plexity." That's a particularly good 
word for Sunday school leaders. 

Volumes have been written on 
administering effective Sunday 
schools. I've written a few myself, 
which you can download free at 
www.lifeway.com/sundayschool, in­
cluding the newest-Transformation­
al Class: Transformational Church 
Goes to Sunday School. But at its es­
sence, effective Sunday schools have 
vibrant leaders who may try differ­
ent organizational schemes or exper­
iment with new ideas, but who hold 
fast to two key principles and one ir­
reducible law. 

Two key principles 
Vibrant leaders champion mis­

sional Sunday school classes that op­
erate on two uncompromising prin­
ciples: 

1. Open groups that practice open 
enrollment. "Open" is what distin­
guishes Sunday school classes from 
discipleship groups that are "closed" 
for the purpose of studying deeper 
content, or "closed" small groups 
that develop deeper relationships. 
Closed groups are not bad. They're 
just closed. Sunday school classes 
are essentially open groups. 

2. Open groups that expect new 
people every week. That's a short def­
inition of an open group. If a group 
really does expect new people ev­
ery week, it will change everything 
about its strategy. Leaders will arrive 
early. They will arrange the room 
with newcomers in mind. Members 
will consistently wear nametags. Ev­
ery lesson will be a complete and sat­
isfying Bible study experience. 

"Belong before you believe"­
that's a short definition of open en­
rollment. Enrolling as a member 
of a Sunday school class is a great 
first step for those undecided about 
becoming Christians, being bap­
tized, joining the church or explor­
ing Christianity, while they experi­
ence the powerful words of the Bi- • 
ble. They should understand that 
enrolling in Sunday school neither 

brant leaders continuously exhort 
Sunday school classes to: 

■ remain vigilant about staying 
open. 

■ create a welcoming place for 
newcomers every week. 

■ facilitate next steps for those 
deciding to move beyond worship at­
tendance alone. 

■ offer a safe environment to 
learn more about Christ-and Chris­
tians-before making a deeper com­
mitment to Him. 

Start new units 
That's the irreducible law of king­

dom growth! This law would proba­
bly also fit under the first element, 
"Missionary Mentality." I wrote 
about that element earlier (http:// 
bit.ly/gx6KTy). On the mission field, 
this means starting new preach­
ing points, new missions and new 
churches. In established churches, 
it means starting new groups for dis­
cipleship, ministry and evangelism. 
For Sunday school, it means start­
ing new classes. It tal<es incredibly 
vibrant leadership to persuade and _ 
equ_ip classes to reproduce them­
selves. 

The average Southern Baptist 
church has about 13 people in Sun­
day school, meeting in nine or 10 
classes, each week. A church with 50 
in attendance has about five classes. 
Only about 3,000 SBC churches have 
more than 250 in attendance, and 
most have at least 25 classes. In all, 
about 4 million Southern Baptists 
will attend one of 400,000 Sunday 
schools this Sunday. 

Do you see the pattern-and the 
promise? Assuming that churches 
can enlist and train new leaders and 
provide resources, any "double-dig­
it" church should be able to exceed 
100 in Sunday school with 10 or 11 
classes. This is the "law of 10." 

You might be surprised to learn 
that many of the transformational 

, churches LifeWay interviewe<;l were 
smaller churches. The churches I in­
terviewed in New England each had 
about 120 in attendance. They were 
all transformational congregations. 
None seemed "small." Why not? Vi­
brant leadership! (BP) 
David Francis is director of Sunday School at 
LifeWay Christian Resources of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

HERE! Two members of Fairview Baptist Church in Mount Vernon have 40 or 
more years of perfect attendance in Sunday school. A't left, Buddy 'Gabbard, who 
received his award from Pastor'Vaughn Rasor in 2009 and now has reached 42 
years; recently presented an attendance award to Judy Cummins, far right. 
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~ Bible Crosswords 
Across 
1 "Confession is made unto 
_" (Romans 10:10) 

8 To make a choice 
11 "There _ I in the midst of 

them" (Matthew 18:20) 
12 Woman's name 
13 A narrow fold or wrinkle 
15 "To know ... the __ of my 

days" (Psalm 39:4) 
18 Man's title 
19 North America, abbr. 
20 " __ the day in which he 

was taken up" (Acts 1 :2) 
21 "_, Father" (Mark 14:36) 
22 Southwestern state, abbr. 
23 Playful aquatic mammal 
25 The book before Nehemiah 
26 Man's name 
28 "Brightness of his_" 

(Hebrews 1 :3) 
29 New covenant writings, abbr. 
31 "_, I say unto you" 

(John 3:3) 
33 Suffix 
34 A precious stone 
35 Opposite of yes 
36 Holds royal office 
39 One of Paul's epistles, abbr. 
41 Cable News Network, abbr. 
42 Gym class, abbr. 
44 Meaning partial or half, 

prefix 
46 "Put thou my tears into thy 
_" (Psalm 56:8) 

49 Prince of Islam 
50 First person contraction 

Last week's solution 

51 "He shall _ like a lion" 
(Hosea 11 :10) 

53 "The __ of the valleys" 
(Song of Solomon 2:1) 

54 "He gave his only _ Son" 
(John 3:1 6) 

55 Helena's state, abbr. 
I. 

Down 
1 "The Lord called __ : and he 

answered, Here am I" 
(1 Samuel 3:4) 

2 The end of a prayer 
3 " __ the fatherless and 

widows" (James 1 :27) 
4 Grown-up 
5 Black sticky substance 
6 Observation post, abbr. 
7 The book after Leviticus 
8 Short agreement 
9 A long narrow triangular flag 
1 O A streetcar • 
14 Chief __ Horse 
16 "Day of_" 

(Leviticus 23:28) 
17 "My God; _will I seek 

thee" (Psalm 63:1) 
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ARE YOU KIDDING? 
l'VE BEEN SAVED, BEEN 
TO S BIBLE SCJ-lOOl.5, 

1- CAMP COVE$ AND HAD 
Z GIRL. FRIENDS ... 

l'Ve AL.READY LED A 
PRETTY Fl.JU.. 1..IFE. 

By Beverley Barnes 

24 A city of judah 
(Joshua 15:39) 

27 " __ evil with good" 
(Romans 12:21) 

30 "We have seen and do 
(1 John 4:14) 

32 Participle ending 
33 The meek shall __ the 

earth (Matthew 5:5) 
37 Inward, prefix 
38 South American language, 

abbr. 
40 What David wrote 
43 Plural of E 
45 1,000 x 1,000, abbr. 
46 Put this _on baby when 

feeding 
47 Abram's nephew 

(Genesis 12:5) 
48 Of every tree thou mayest 

_ (Genesis 2:16) 
52 Do, __ , mi 
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Did you know the 
Cooperative Program 

helps support ... 

IFove! 
Pastors - celebrate 

CPSUNDAY . 
in your church _ 

APRIL 10. 2011! . . ·.· .. ·.· J .:,,,:. 

... more than 5,100 active international 
missionaries reaching more than 
1,100 people groups? 

... more than 5,100 North American 
missionaries including nearly 3,000 

• full-time funded missionaries and 
more than 2,200 long-term Mission 
Service Corps missionaries? 

... annual training and inspirational 
events that help over 27,000 Kentuc~ 
Baptists strengthen their churches? 

... Kentucky missions programs such 
as Disaster Relief, Kentucky Changers, 
Partnership Missions, Appalachian 
Regional Ministries, and others? 

... the work of Baptist.Campus Ministry 
on nearly every Kentucky college 
campus -- touching the lives of more 
than 23,000 students each year? 

•Find out more about CP •Order free promotional materials ~Request a speaker 

www.kybaptist.org 1cpsunday 
502-489-3374 / 866-489-3374 ~ KENTUCKYBAPTISTCONVENTION 


